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CHAP. XIII. 



7/be hiftory of Rome from the death of 

Pompey to the death of Caefar. 



w 



HEN the news of Pompey'* death reached Rome^ Honours 
the fenate and people ftrovc who fhould heap beapedupon 
moft honours on the conqueror, now become ab- Crcfar at 
folute matter of their liberties, lives, and fortunes. Rome. 
He was, by the unanimous confent of all the orders of the 
republic, proclaimed conful for five yenrs, named dictator, 
contrary to the antient cuftom, not for fix months only, but 
for a whole year, declared tribune of the people, and head of 
that college for his life 5 impowered to make peace and war 
with wh mi he pleafcd, to levy what foices he thought fit, 
& t\ fo that all the dignities and power of the republic now 
centered in Co-far alone, who, without any violence or pro- 
fctiptions, was raifed to a higher pitch of power and autho- 
rity, than Sylln had acquired by the death and baniihmcnt of 
innumerable citizens. As the new dictator could not then iio 
in pcrfon to Rome, to take poffeflion of the many dignities 
conferred upon him, he appointed Marc Antony^ his ^enenil 
of'thchorfc, and fent him with a dctuclimcnt cif troops to 
the capital, committing to him the government or Italy dur- 
ing his abfence. As for the dictator him lei f, after he had 
put an end to the war of Alexandria, ;-.nd fettled his favou- 
rite CUopotiu on the throne of Egypt, he \v.w forced to quit *-*< ar 
that kingdom, and march into the north of Ajia aguimi marc ^ t «- 
Phamaces % kina of the Cimmerian Bo /par us* ion of A'I'tlh- £V 
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ridates the Great , who finding the Romans engaged in a 
civil war, laid hold of that opportunity to attempt the re- 
covery of his father's dominions in Jlfia* In the very 
beginning of the troubles, he raifed a powerful army, 
and, appointing Afander governor of Bofporus in his 
abfence, he pafled the Euxine fea, and made himfelf matter of 
Colchis^ Armenia Minor^ and feveral places in Cappadocia % 
Pontus, and Bithynia. After the battle of Pbarfalia y Ca>far 
had fent Domitius Calvinus with part of his army againft him, 
committing to his care the government of all the provinces of 
Afia Minor ; but Pharnaces , having overcome Domitius in a 
pitched battle, made himfelf mafter of all the remaining parts 
of Pontus and Cappadocia. Puffed up with this fuccefs, he 
treated the Raman merchants and publicans, who refided at 
Amifus the capital of Pontus with great cruelty ; and having 
fcizcd all Bithynia, was preparing to pafs from thence into 
the province of Afia properly fo called. This extraordinary 
progrefs at length roufed Ca?far, who was fpending his time 
in wanton dalliances with Cleopatra^ and put him again upon 
action. Having left part of his forces in Egypt to protect 
Cleopatra^ he haftened with the reft into Syria ; and, having 
appointed Sextus Ctsfar^ his relation, governor of that pro- 
vince, he purfued his march northward againft Pharnaces* 
As he pafled through Galatta^ Dejotarus y who had fided with 
Pompey and attended him in his flight, appeared before the 
dictator, in the habit of a fuppliant and ftripped of his royal 
robes, begging, he would extend to him the effects of that 
clemency, which had gained him greater glory than all his 
victories. The dictator was not much affected either with his 
Pardons fubmiijion or prailes ; but neverthclefs, as he was naturally 
Dcjoracus. inclined to mercy, he freely pardoned him, and reftored to 

him the enfigns of royalty ; but at the fame time ordered 
him co fend forthwith to his alii fiance the legion, which he 
haJ trained up in the Roman difcipline, and all his cavalry, to 
be employed againft Pkai-naccs. With this reinforcement he 
entered the kingdom of Pontus, v. hich Pharnaces had recon- 
quered, and, without giving any refpite cither to himfelf or 
his troops, or hearkening to the propofals of peace, which 
the king made, with no other view, but to gain time, he ad- 
vanced againft him, attacked him, and gained a complete 
Defeats viftory, an account of which he wrote to his friend Aminitius, 
Pharnaces. or Anitius in the following words Veni, ztidi, vici 9 I came, I 

Jaw, J conquered; which, being all di/Tyl lables, and having the 
fame cadence, happily exprefs thedifpatch of it. This victo- 
ry, which was gained near the place where Triarius had been 

formerly defeated by MithridateSy repaired the honour of 

the 
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the Roman arms. After this defeat, Pharnaces fled with a 
thoufaud horfe, the only remains of his vanquilhed army, to 
Sinope, where he cau fed the horfes to be killed, and putting 
the men on board his fhips in that port, he failed with them 
back to Bofporus \ but he was no (ooner landed, than A/an- 
der, whom he had left his lieutenant in that kingdom, and 
who, in his abfence, had fet up for himfelf, feized him, and, 
having put him to death, reigned in his ftead. Hereupon 
C&far gave Mithridates the Pergamenlan that kingdom, as a 
reward for the eminent Cervices he had done him in Egypt* 
as we have related in the hi (lory of that kingdom. But Ca- 
far^ in declaring him king of Bofporus^ gave him only an 
empty title \ for, Afander being in pohTeflion of it, he was to 
recover it by force of arms, in which attempt he loft his life, 
inftead of gaining the crown, being overcome and flain in 
battle by Afander, who held the kingdom without any further 
oppofition, the Romans not being at leifure, t>n account of 
the inteftine broils that ftiil continued among them, to give 
him any disturbance 1. 

And now C<efar having fettled affairs in Afia in the beft Sttsouti 
manner he could, and left Call us Viniclanus in Pontus* to R olne , 
keep that kingdom in awe, fet out for Rome, attended only 
with one legion. He pafled through Afia* and from thence 
crofTed over into Greece^ obliging every-where the publicans 
to bring to him the money, which, according to their engage- 
ments with the republic, they were to remit to thequa;ftors 
at Rome. His fudden arrival in Italy filled forne with joy, 
others with fear, and kept the minds both of the fenate and 
people in fufpenfe. They were well acquainted with the hu- 
manity of his temper; but, as he had been greatly provoked 
by the blind and inconfiderate zeal of fome rigid republicans* 
they were afraid he might rather follow the examples of 
Sylla and his uncle Marius, than the dictates of his own 
good-nature. Cicero was one of the fir ft who felt the effects 
of his clemency. That great orator had declared for Pompey^ 
and, after his defeat, returned to Italy, where he had lived at 
fome diftance from the capital, not caring to appear there, 
till he had obtained his pardon of Cccfar. He therefore no 
fooner heard, that the dictator was landed at Tarentum and 
was marching from thence to Brundufium, than he went to 
meet him, with an air of confidence mixed with fear and re- . 
fpetft. Cafar, who knew him while he was yet at fome dif- ** 

tance, in orJer to favc him the confufiou of making fubmifli- r " et<v < d 

0 Cicero- 

<*Dio. I. xlii. Plut. in Ccf. Apiman.ui Mithridat. p. 254. 
Suet, in Jul. Hi nr. de bell. Alexand. 
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ons, not fui cable cn the rank he had hc\<\ in the republic, 
demounted, ran to meet him, and, having tenderly embraced 
him, walked a great while with him alone, without {hewing 
the leaff. diftatisfa&ion, or taking any notice of his pafl beha- 
viour. Cicero 'wns greatly taken with this kind reception j 
hut neverthelefs thought it advifcable to keep at a diflance 
from the capital, whither he repaired very feJdom, and then 
only to make his court to the dictator. In his retirement he 
employed his time in the fludy of philofophy, and compofed 
moft of thofe books, which will be the admiration of all ages. 
S^uintus Cicero , the orator's brother, who had formerly 
fcived u dcr thedidtator in Gaul as one of his lieutenants, and 
had received innumerable favours at his hands, had, in the 
very beginning of rhe war, abandoned him to follow Pompey ; 
but, notwithstanding his ingratitude, C&far pardoned him, at 
the carnefr. intrcacies of Aulus Hirtius, Caius Trebonius^ and 
the famous Titus Pomponius A 't tic us , the orator's infeparable 
friend, even in his greateft misfortunes. Many others, who 
had borne arms againfr. him, were not only pardoned, but re- 
ceived with great kindnefs, and even admitted to his confi- 
dence. This obliging behaviour, fo different from that of 
Syl/a and Marius, gained him the affections of the people, 
and drew over great numbers of fenators to his party, who 
had looked upon him before as a tyrant and ufurper. He en- 
tered Rome without the leaft pomp or fbow, being attended 
oniy by a fmal! number of legionaries ; and finding great dis- 
turbances in the city, occadoned by a mifunderftanding be- 
tween Marc Antony, his general of the horfe, and P. Corneli- 
us Doiabella, one of the tribunes of the people, who was no 
lefs attached to Carfares intercft than Antony himfelf, he reftor- 
ed Rome to its former tranquillity, and eafily prevailed upon 
the people to reject the law, which Dolabella had propofed, 
containing an abolition of all debts. This law had occafioned 
tlie misunderfranding between Antony and Dolcbella, the for- 
mer oppofmg it to the utmoft of his power, and the latter ftir- 
ring up the poor and meaner fort of citizens to get it pafTed 
by force. Matters were carried fo far, that Antony was or- 
dered by the fen ate to bring his troops into the city; and 
then a battle was fought in the very forum, between 
Antony and his legionaries on one fide, and Dolabella at the 
head of the infolvent debtors on the other ; but the Jatter 
paid dear for their boldnefs, eight hundred of them being 
kdled upon the fpot ; whereas the general of the horfe loft on- 
ly a very fmal I number of his men in the fray. Cajar's prc- 
fence put an end to all diflurbances. As he feerned to difap- 

provc 
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prove the law, it was immediately rcjecled. Tho' he afFe£t~ 
ed to govern according to the ancient laws of the republic, 
and pretended to leave both the fenate and people in the full pof- 
feflion of their former privileges, yet no one dared to oppofe 
or contradict him. Thus no change, as to outward appear- 
ance, was viiible in Romc^ and at the Tame time all orders of 
men were fubordinate to the fovereign will of the dictator. 
During his (hort {lay in the capital, he entertained the 
people with magnificent (hows, and remitted them the 
rents of the houfes which they hired of the public. Af- 
terwards he confiscated the eftates of thofe who ftill con- 
tinued in arms againft him, and caufed them to be fold 
publicly by auction. The lands, houfes, and moveables of 
Pompey^ whofe children flili difturbed the public tranquillity, 
were together with the effeevts of many others, expofed in the 
forum to public fale ; but no body bidding for thofe of Pom- 
pey, out of re f peel: to the memory of fo great a man, 
Marc Antony puichafed them at a very low price, and Pompey'/ 
immediately took: pofTcflion of his houfe, where he fpent his koufe pur- 
time, as is plain from Cicero's fecond Philippic? in a con- cbas'dby 
tinued fcene of debauchery. When C&far's officers demand- Marc An- 
ed the fmall fum he had agreed to pay for Pompey's houfe and ton y* 
moveables, he was highly offended, and treated them with 
great contempt, faying, He did not expecl Cctfar would exa£t 
fo paltry a debt of one who had done him fo great fervices. 
This provoked Ca/ar^ and occafioned fomc coldnefs between 
him and his general of the horfe. As to Cccfar's other friends, 
none of them had occafion to complain of him, or repent 
their having embraced his party. As pontifex maximus, he 
appointed feme of them augurs, others pontifices, others de- 
cemvirs, to whofe care the Sibylline books were committed, 
and for their fake increafed the number of praetors to ten, fil- 
ling that college with his fiiends and partizans. As the num- 
ber of fenators was gicatly diminifhed by the death of fome 
and flight of others, he raifed to the fenatorial dignity the 
chief officers of his army, and fuch of the knights as had fol- 
lowed his ihmdards. Tho' a few days only were wanting to 
the end of the confular year, with which his dt£tatorfliip ex- 
pired, he afTcnibled the tribes in the campus Martius, and 
propofed to ihcm two of his lieutenants ; Fufius Calenus 
;.nd P. Vat'mius? to be chofen confuls for the current year. 
This lie did with no other view, but to honour with the con- 
fular dignity thofe two officers, who had ferved, with great 
fidelity, under him in all his wars. The £hortncfs of iheir 
Con fu late made Cicero fay by way of raillery, That the year, 

in 
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in which Vatinius and Fufius were confuls, had neither fpringj 
Cummer, nor autumn. The next year C&far caufed himfelf 
to be created conful ; but did not part with the didiatorfhip. 
As conful, he took for his collegue M. /Emifius Lepidus, who 
was juft then returned from Hither Spain, which he had go- 
verned with great prudence and moderation. This was a 
great difappointment to Marc Antony, who afpired at the 
confular dignity ; but his late behaviour and fcandalous de- 
baucheries had alienated the dictator's mind from him ; the 
more, beaufe he was hated by the people, on account of his 
haughty and imperious behaviour, while he difcharged the of- 
fice of general of the horfe r . 

And now Cafar, having fettled affairs in Italy, and *akeri 
the moff proper meafures to prevent any new difturbances in 
the capital, was wholly intent on carrying rhc war into Af- 
rica, where Pompey 1 s party was ftill very powerful, being 
headed by the fa/nous Cato and many officers of great difHnc- 
tion. When Pompey followed Cafar xntoTheffaly, he left in 
his camp at Dyrrbachium, as we have obferved above, fifteen 
cohorts, under the command of Cato. When news of Pom- 
pcy's overthrow was firft brought to Dyrrbachium, Cato re- 
folved with himfelf, if Pompey were killed, to lead the fifteen 
cohorts into Italy, there difband them* and retire from the 
tyranny of Cccfar, as far as he could, and live in exile; but, 
if Pompey were fafe, to keep the troops together for 
With this defign he left Dyrrbachium^ which was too 
TbeJ/aly, where Pompey had been defeated, and crofled 



him. 



near 
over 

to the ifland of Corcyra, where the fleet lay. There he found 
Cicero, to whom, as he was a fcrupulous obferver of the laws, 
he offered the command of the troops he had with him 4 
fince Cicero had a right to the firft poft, as having been 
conful ; whereas he had only been praetor. But Cicero, who 
already repented his having declared for Pompey^ and was then 
returning to Italy, under various pretences declined the offer; 
which fo provoked Cneitts, Pompey* s fon, that he reproached 
him w ith treachery and cowardice, and drawing his fword^ 
in the tranfport of his paflion would have killed him on the 
fpot, had not Cato, ftarting up, hud hold of his arm, and held 
him, till the frightened orator was out of reach. The fame 
night Cato conveyed him privately out of the camp, and by 
that means fived his life. Cicero immediately went on board 
afmall veflel, and fet fail for Brundnfium, whence he wrote 



r Plut. in Ca'f. & Anton. Cic. Philip ii. Macroq, Saturrt. I. 
ii. c. 3, Epit. Li v. Cic. ad Attic. Sc paifim alibi. 

to 
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to Oppius and Balbus (E), two of Ceefar's mofl zealous 
partizans, conjuring them to ufe their good offices in his be- 
half, and excufe him with the conqueror, for having incon- 
fiderately followed Pompey** party. While Cicero was failing 
towards Italy, many illuftrious Romans, who had cfcaped 
from the battle of Pharfalia, arrived in the ifland of Co^cyra 9 
not knowing what rout Pompey had taken ; fo that Cato faw 
himfelf all on a fuJden at the head of a eonfiderable army, and 
furrounded by many officers of diftin&ion. That zealous re- 
publican did not doubt, but Pompey was fled either towards 
Egypt* where young Ptolemy , his pupil, reigned, or to the 
province of Africa^ which P. Accius Varus had feized before 
the battle of Pharfalia, after having killed Curio, whom 
Cezjar had fent againft him, and cut his army in pieces. He C*to 

therefore refolved to haften after him, and having taken all his tires 

° Africa 

^E) Caius Oppius was one of Cafar*% chief favourites. Charijtus 
Au/us, Gel/ius, and Pliny tell us, that he was a man of great learn- 
ing, and the author of feveral works much efleemed by the an- 
tients, among the reft, of the lives of Sepia Africanus and of Pom- 
pey the Great. Plutarch reproaches him with leffening the exploits 
and glory of Pompey, and magnifying thofe of C<efar. In Suetonius* s 
time he was deemed the true author of the hiftory of the Alexan- 
drian, African, and Spanijb wars, which palTed then, and have been 
tranfmitted to us, tinder the name of Hirtius. The fame writer 
afcribes to Oppius feveral other works, none of which have reached 
our times. As for Balbus, he was a native of Gades, or according 
to others, of Carteia. He ferved firft in the armies of Quintus 
Metellus and of Pompey againft Sertorius. Several years after he be- 
came acquainted with Ca>far, while he governed Spain in quality of 
praetor, and, was, at his recommendation, honoured with the 
rights and privileges of a Roman citizen. Thefe were afterwards 
called in queftion ; but Balbus found a zealous advocate in the per- 
fon of Cicero, and was folemnly acknowledged by the fenate and 
people for a citizen of Rome. It was cuftomary for foreigners 
honoured with this dillin6tion, to afTume the name of the perfon 
they chole for their patron ; and agreeable to this cuftom Balbus 
took the name of Cornelius, having chofen Lentuius, who was of the 
Cornelian family, for his patron. Before the war broke out between 
C<t far and Pompey, one Theopbanes, a great favourite of the latter, 
adopted Balbus, and appointed him his heir. Sidonius ApoUinaris 
commends fome memoirs written by Balbus after the manner of a 
journal ; <%uis Balbi sphrmcridem, fays he, fa?sdo ad<tqua*verit 
134) * 



( ;+) Sidonius Apollin. /. ix. epifl. 24.. Pirn. I. <vii. Dio. CaJZ 
l v/viii' Cic. ad dttic. Hi. rpfjf. 7. 

men 
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men on board, fet fail, fleering his courfe towards Africa. 
Before he embarked, he gave thofe who were not willing to 
follow him, free liberty to depart and return to Italy, On his 
arrival in Afica>hz found there Sextus, Pompey's younger fon, 
who gave him an account of his father's tragical death in 

-Egypt- This news occafioned a general confternation among 
ihe troops ; but neverthelefs they all declared with one voice, 
that they were ready to fhed the laft drop of their blood in 
defence of their common liberties, and that, after Pompey^ 
they would follow no other leader but Cato. Out of com- 
panion therefore to Co many brave men, who had given P.jch 
proofs of a fincere love for their country, and whom he was 
afhamed to abandon, in a Grange country amidlt fo many 
difficulties, he took upon him the command, and, without 
delay, marched towards the city of Cyrerte, which received 
him, tho' the inhabitants had a few days before (hut their 
gates againft Labienus. Here he was informed, that Scipio, 
Pampas father-in-law, had landed before him in Africa, and 
taken refuge in the dominions of Juba king of Mauritania^ 
where he had found Accius, or, as Plutarch calls him, Appius 
Cato^j Parusj at the head of a confiderable army. Hereupon Gaio 
march refolved to go and join them ; and accordingly, having loaded 
through 3 great many beafts of burden with water and other neceffary 
thedeferts p ro vifions, he fet out on his march, which was attended with 
of Africa. i nex p re f^ 0 i e difficulties. His troops travelled for fevcral days 

together through inhofpitable deferts, covered with burning 
fands, and infefted by lions, tigers, ferpents of a monfrrous 
iizc, cffV. (F) ; fo that they were obliged to be conftantly on 
their guard night and day. Thus they marched (even days 
together, Cato him felf being always the forernoft, to encourage 

(F) Plutarch tells us, that Cato took with him on his march 
fome of thofe who were called P/illi, and made it their bu fin els to 
cure the biting of ferpents, by fucking out the poifon. This is no 
cxtraordin iry matter ; for we read in Homer, that, in antient timers, 
wounds were cured by fucking. But thefe Pfilli pretended, as we 
read in Plutarch, to a power of inchanting the terpen cs, and d un- 
arming them of cheir fury, by ftupifying them and laying them 
afleep. We find in holy fcripturc inttanccs ofperfons, who pie- 
tended to that power* which they vaunted as miraculous. Upon 
this is founded, what we read in yererniah ; For, behold, I tut If 

fend /erpents, cockatrices among you, which will not be charmed 

(}c). But thefe wretched inchanters often paid dear for their pre- 
lum pt ion. 



(30 jferem. c. viii. njer. 1 7 
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his men, who were quite exhaufted, by his example. Plu- 
tarch tells, that fince the battle of Pharfalia, he had never 
mounted on horfeback, nor rid in a chariot ; and that, to 
fhew his concern, he hadj ever fince that fatal day, ufed to 
fit at table, faying, that he never lay down but to fleep (G)- 
The foldiers, animated by the example of their leader, chear- 
fully furmounted all difficulties, and arrived at length, to the 
number of ten thoufand men, at Uticd. There a warm dis- 
pute arofe among the chief officers about the command of the 
army. Varus, who immediately joined Cato, together with 
Scipio and other fenators of diftincliion, claimed the command 
as governor of Africa \ which province had been allotted 
him by Pompey himfelf. On the other hand, the whole 
army demanded Cato for their leader ; and even Varus and 
Scipio were willing to comply with their defire : But Cato Cato de- 
himfelf oppofed his own promotion, faying, that he would dines the 
not tranfgrefs thofe laws, which he had taken arms to command 
defend ; and that he, who was only propraetor, ought not to ofthear- 
command in the prefence of Scipio, who was proconlul. m y> 
He added, that every one would look upon it as a good omen, xs c07J f* r - 
to fee a Scipio at the head of a Roman army in Africa, and r J* V* 
that the very name would infpire the foldiers with courage. C1 P |0# 
Cato's words decided the difpute ; all readily yielded to Scipio? 
who, being declai ed commander in chief of all the forces of 
the republic in Africa, appointed Labienus, who had diftin- 
guifhed himfelf in feveral wars under Cafar, his firft lieute- 
nant. Juba y king of Mauritania, no fooner heard of Cato's 
arrival, than he came to XJtica, to confer with him and the 
other officers. That prince had always (hewn a great attach- 
ment to Pompey and his party 5 but, as he now thought they 
could not well do without him, he affumed an air of gran- 
deur and pride, which gave great offence to Cato. The firft 
time he had an interview with Cato and Scipio, he ordered 
his own feat to be placed in the middle ; which Cato obfer- 
ving, he took up his own chair, and placed himfelf on the 
other fide of Scipio, to whom he thus gave the moft honour- 
able place. Such was the pride and haughtinefs of thofe 
republicans, even at their time the republic was ready to fink, 



{G) This was a token of mourning, which we know not what 
to make of now -a days On the contrary, we fhould think a ly- 
ing pofture at our meals very inconvenient ; but this tingle example 
of Cato inconreftabiy proves, that it was preferred in thofe days, 
and that fitting at table Was looked upon as a very incommodious 
pollurc. 
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if not fupportcd by foreign ftates and princes, 
were fcverul officers of great distinction and 
war, namely, Labienus 9 Afranius^ Petreius, 
of Pornpey, Cnelus and Sextus, Faujius Sylla y 
ried their lifter- befides a 
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great number of fenators and 
knigh:s, all refolvcd to prefer death to the lofs of their li- 
berty, and either lave the republic, or fall with it. King 
y*uba promifed to afilft them to the utmoft of his power , 
and join them with all his forces, as foon as the feafbn of the 
year would allow him to take the field r. 

Cafar, now matter of all Afia, Greece, Egypt, and Italy •, 
refolved to can y the war forthwith into Africa, and there 
crufh the remains of Pompey's party j but while he was ma- 
king the nccefTary preparations for that expedition, news was 
brought him, that the tenth legion, which he had always fa- 
voured in a particular manner, had openly revolted, and 
killed Galba and Cofconias, two officers of the fenatorial order, 
who had endeavoured to appeafe them. Cafar ± furprifed at 
this unexpected attempt of his favourite legion, immediately 
difpatched Crifpus Sallujlius, the famous hiftorian, to quell 
the fedition with his eloquence* and bring back the mutinous 
legion to their duty. Salluji had great obligations to Cafar 9 
who had caufed him to be appointed one of the ten praetors 
in the late election, afcer having restored him to his place in 
the fenate, which he had forfeited by his infamous de- 
baucheries. He therefore flew to Capua, where the muti- 
neers were then encamped : but found it a more difficult 
tafk to appeafe a feditious foldiery, then to harangue a dif- 

He was forced to fave himfelf by flight 
and haften back to Rome, to acquaint 
rebellious legion, without hearkening to 
any terms, were in full march towards the capital. The 
dictator, amazed at their boldnefs, placed guards at the gates 
of the city, on the ramparts, and in all open places 3 and 
then, as they drew near, fent fome trufty officers to afk them 
what they wanted. Their ringleaders anfwered* that they 
wanted to fpeak with Ccefar himfelf. Let them come into the 
city then, replied Cafar, and appear in the field of Mars, 
without any other arms but thfir f words. Upon this, being 
admitted within the walls, they marched irr good order to 
the appointed place, and there waited for Cafar 9 who, 
without hearkening to the advice of his friends, went un- 



armed multitude 
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Cafar 9 that the 
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mediately to hear their complaints. The pre fence of a 
general, famous for fo many victories, infpired them with 
fuch awe and refpe<St, that even the boldeft among them 
could not utter a fingle word. Then Carfar, mounting his Casfar'j 
tribunal, encouraged them to fpeak and lay their complaints addrefs in 
before him. Hereupon they took courage, and begged him a Pr ea fag. 
todifcharge them, alledging their age, their wounds, and their 1 *ht mut i hy >. 
long fervice. As Co-far was entering on a new war, they 
expected he would have courted them, and with large prcfents 
inticed them tb follow him. They were therefore thunder- 
ftruck, when he anfwered, without (hewing the lead furprife 
or concern, Your demand is jufi ; / do difcharge you, and yw 
may be gone. Ctefar, perceiving the confternation and furprife 
thel'c words occasioned among them, after having kept filence 
for fome time, added, 1 do not, however, defign to rob you of 
your rewards \ thefe I will give you, when J Jha/l have tri- 
umphed over the re/I of my enemies. At thefe words they 
crouded round his tribunal, begging, that, fince lie intendqd 
to reward them, he would fuffer them to deferve the pro- 
mifed rewards with further fervices. But C*efar^ without 
fecming to take notice qf their demand, Go, fellow-citizens* 
faid he, return to your houfes and families. The word 
low-citizens, inftead of fellouu-foldiers, was like a clap of thun- 
der in their ears. They all cried out, that they were foIJiers, 
that they had not accepted of their difcharge, and that they 
would follow him into Africa. But Cafai\ pretending to 
defpife both their offers and fubmiflions, turned his hack upop 
them, and came down from his tribunal. Then the legiona- 
ries, throwing themfelves at his feet, conjured him rather to 
inflict fuch punifhmenrs upon them as their in fnlence defer- 
ved, than to difb3nd them . in fo fhamcful a manner. He 
continued long inflexible ; hut at length, pretending to he 
overcome by the importunity of his friends, he afceiulcJ the 
tribunal once more, and, addrefling himfelf ro them, cnld 
them, That the revolt furprifed him forruch the more, as it 
came from a legion, which he had always dill inguifhed 
above the reft ; that neverrhelefs he could not prevail upon 
himfelf to punifti thole, whom he had once fo tenderly lo- 
ved ; that, on his return f oin Africa, he woul.l eivc them 
the rewards he had promifed, and hnJs too tor their fuh- 
fiftence ; hut that he would not by :my means fufTcr them 
. attend him in the expedition lie was now undo taking , in or- 
der to convince them that he coul I (onqn-.-r without then\. 
This fpeech made fo deep an predion ni their minds, t ha r, 
vyith tears in their eyes, they begged he wuulJ wither decim tte 
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them than debar them from fharing with him the glory of 
his victories. We will follow you as voluntiers, they all cried 
out with one voice, if you refufe to admit us in the number of 
your legions. Thefe words, which were manifeftly fpoken 
from a true fenfe of their crime, and a fincere repentance, 
touched Cafar ; he could no longer diflemble, but ftyling 
them again fellow -foldiers, he not only freely forgave them, 
but declared, that they mould fhare with him both the glory 
and advantages of all his victories t. Having thus by his 
intrepidity, refolution, and addrefs, regained the affections 
and confidence of the rebellious legion, he purfued with 
great ardour the neceflary preparations for the new war in 
Africa * ordering his legions in the mean time to affemble at 
Rbegium, the place of the general rendezvous. Thither he 
repaired foon after himfelf, and finding there but one legion 
of new levies and fix hundred horfe, with them he crofled 
over into Sicily, leaving orders for the other legions to fol- 
low him with all poffible expedition. On his arrival in 
Sicily, he incamped on the fliore, declaring, that he was de- 
termined to fet fail, as foon as the wind proved favourable, 
without waiting for the five legions and a body of two thou- 
fand horfe, who were in full march to join him, Accordingly 
on the fixth of the calends of January, that is, on the twenty- 
feventhof December according to the computation which then 
obtained, the wind blowing fair, he embarqued the troops he 
had with him, and in the evening weighed anchor, leaving 
orders with Alienus praetor of Sicily, to convey over to him 
the other legions, as foon as they came up. In four days he 
arrived off Adrumetum on the coaft of rffrica \ and having 
landed his troops at a fmail diftance from that city, by the ad- 
vice of Plancus % one of his lieutenants he fent to fummon 
ConJiJtus, who commanded in the place, to deliver it up to 
him ; but Cotfidius, trufting in his numerous garifon, which 
confifted of two legions and three thoufand Mauritania n horfe, 
killed with his own hand the mefTcnger, and then marched 
out at the head of all his troops to attack C<efar in the camp 
he had formed in great haile, and consequently but very in- 
differently fortified. C<efar thought it advifeabl« to abandon 
his camp, and retire in good order, marching along the coafr. 
towards Rujplna, at a fmail diftancc from Adrumetum. 
Co nf dins purfued him, and greatly ha r raffed his troops on their 
march. On this occaiion it was, that thirty Gaul'tfl) horfe, 
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who marched in the rear, put to flight two thoufand Mauri- 
tania** horfe, and drove them back: to the very gates of A- 
drumetum. Cafer with much ado reached Rujpina, being 
continually harrafied by the enemy's parties; but not finding 
fuifceient provifions in that neighbourhood to fubfift: his ar- 
my, he turned towards Leptis , fxtuate on the coaft between 
the two Syrtes. As Leptis was a free city, the inhabitants h admitted 
opened their gates to him, and fupplied his army in the beft tnto Lep- 
manner they could. He had not been long here, before C1S - 
part of the troops he expected from Sicily arrived on board 
fome galleys, and a fmall number of tranfports. Thefe 
informed him, that the reft of the fleet were fleering their 
courfe towards Utica ; which gave Cafar great uneafinefs, 
that city being in the hands of the enemy. He there- 
fore immediately difpatched Rabirius Pq/thumius, with or- 
der* to fail along the coaft, and diredT: to Leptis fuch of his 
vefTels as he Ihould me t on his courfe. In the mean time, 
as the enemy were matters of the country, and Ca?far, in a Is greatly 
manner, befieged in Leptis^ his army was reduced to great diflrejjed 
ftraits for want of provifions; forage efpecially was become for want 
fo fcarce, that he was forced to feed his horfes with a fea- of provi- 
weed, which he mixed with grafs, to take off its faltnefs. >*• 
He fent out indeed feveral parties to bring in provifions ; but 
they had always the misfortune to fall in with the enemy, 
who narrowly watched their motions, and return with great 
lofs. One day a party of horfe, whom he fent out to forage, 
meeting an African* who played with great art on the flute, 
difmounted to hear him, leaving the care of their horfes to 
their fervants ; but, in the mean time, the enemy falling up- Several of 
on them unexpectedly, cut mod of them in pieces, and pur- bis parties 
fued the reft to their camp ; which they would have entered defeated. 
with the fugitives, had not Caifar and AJinius Pollio, at the 



head of a few cohorts, put a flop to their flight, by placing 
themfelves in the gate of the camp, and by that means ob- 
liging the horfe to face the enemy. In another encounter, 
which happened a few days after, the beft part of Ceefar's 
foot was put to flight by a ftrong detachment from Scipio's 
army. On th^s occafion Crefar, feeing one of the ftandard- 
bearers flying with the reft, taking hold of him by the collar, 
forced him to face about, faying, Look that way ; the enemy 
is there. However, he could not prevail upon his frightened 
troops to ftand their ground ; but was forced himfdf to 
give way, and retire with them in no fmall diforder to his 
camp. As he was daily more and more ftraitcned for want 
of provifions, and durffc not venture out of his camp with the 
few forces he had with him, he rcfolvcd to go himfelf in 
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queft of his fleet ; and accordingly embarquing in the dead 
of the night, he fee fail, attended only with a final! number 
of officers. The next day, when the foldiery miffed him* 
they gave all up for loft, and it was with the utmolt difficulty 
that the lieutenants, tribunes, and centurions kept them from 
abandoning their camp, and deferting to Scipio, who, with 
ten legions, and twenty elephants, was advancing againft 
them. But their fears were foon calmed ; for Ca?far, the 
next day meeting by good fortune the reft of his fleet, re- 
turned with them to Leptis^ and decamped as foon as they 
were landed, with a defign to advance farther into the coun- 
Meets La- try. He had fcarce marcheJ three miles, when his fcouts 
bienus. brought him word, that the enemy appeared ; and foon after 

he difcovered a very numerous army, which covered the 
whole plain, advancing in good order towards him. • Co: far 
immediately ordered his men to halt, and, having drawn 
them up in one line, to prevent their being furrounded, 
waited in order of battle to receive the enemy's firft onfet. 
This numerous body of Roman and Mauritanian forces was 
commanded by Labienus^ who attacked Cafar with fuch fu- 
ry, that he had need of all his courage and experience, to 
prevent his troops from flying back to their camp, and leav- 
His army ing the enemy matter of the field. He was furrounded on 
in danger a ]j fides, and would have been cut in pieces with all his men, 
of being cut not a foldier of the tenth legion, by killing Labienus's 
tn piece:, horfe, occafioned fome confufion among the enemy's batta- 
lions. Thofe who were next to the general, feeing him fall, 
and believing him dead, gave ground, and began to retire. 
Cafar, obferving the confternation they were in, advanced 
at the head of a choice body of legionaries, and, attacking 
with great intrepidity and refolution the enemy's firft line, 
put them to flight, before Labienus^ who was ftunned with 
his fall, recovered himfelf; but as Labitnus's fecond line ftill 
Retires in kept their ground, Cafar thought it advifeable not to attack 
good order them, but march back in good order to his camp, before the 
iobiicamp. firft line could rally, which they were attempting to do, be- 
ing commanded by officers of great experience and conduct. 
As Ceefar was retreating, M. Petreius and Cneius Pifo, two 
zealous partisans of Pompey, appeared unexpectedly at the 
head of eleven hundred Numidian horfe, and a numerous bo- 
dy of light-armed infantry, and fell upon his rear. We are 
told, that Petreius , on this occafion, remembering the favours 
he had formerly received at Cajar's hands, fpared his bene- 
factor, under the pretence that he ought not to rob his gene- 
ral of the glory of completing the victory. Be that as it 
will, Ctvfar got fafe to his camp at Left is , and from thence 

marched 
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marched the fame night to Rufpina, In the mean time Scipio 
joined his lieutenant Labienus with eight legions, and four 
thoufand horfe *, and then Ccefar, intrenching himfelf under 
the walls of Rufpina, difpatched meflenger after meffenger to 
Italy and Sicily, acquainting his friends with the clanger he 
was in, and imr eating them to fend him fpeedy fuccours, 
without which he mould be obliged to abandon Africa, and 
return with ftiame and difgrace to Italy. AHenus? praetor of Receive* 
Sicily, upon the fir ft notice of his danger, fent him powerful r ' tn f orce " 
fuccours ; which were no fooner arrived, than he refolved to ™f"?sfram 
march out of his camp, and offer Scipio battle, who, with an 1 ** 
army twice as numerous as his, was incamped at a fmall dif- 
tance, to prevent his drawing any forage or provifions from 
the neighbouring country. Cato, who commanded in Utica 9 
being informed of the enemy's motions, wrote a letter to 
Scipio, advifmg him, as he had before done Pompey^ by no 
means to hazard a battle with a commander experienced in 
war, anJ encouraged with fuccefs ; but to ufe delay, which, 
he faid^ would cool the heats and paflions of men, which are 
the chief fupport and ftrength of ufurpers ; but Scipio y flufh- 
ed with his late fuccefs-, not only rejected his advice^ but 
wrote a letter to him* wherein he reproached him with cow- 
ardice, fince he was not content himfelf to lie fecure within 
walls ami trenches, but mult hinder others from making ufe 
of their courage, an I laying hold of the opportunities of con- 
quering which offered. Then Cato openly declared, that he 
was foiry he had yielded the command to Scipio, who* faid 
lie, will not ufe his power wifely in war j and if he fhould, 
contrary to all appearance, fucceed, will, without all doubt, 
ufe his fuccefs as unjuftly at home; nay, he even told his 
friends, That, if Scipio (hould conquer, he did not doubt but 
he would prove as cruel and arbitrary a tyrant as Cafar him- 
felf ». 

But to return td Ctcfar : being informed that the enemy 
laid great ftrefs on an oracle, importing that the family of 
the Scipio" s mould be always victorious in Africa, and, hav- 
ing in his army a mean and contemptible man of that family, 
known by the name of Scipio Salutio^ he gave him the title 
of general, either in raillery, as Plutarch obferves, to ridi- 
cule Scipio, who commanded the enemy's army, or ferioufly, 
to bring over the omen to his fide. After this he quitted his Caifar 
camp at Rufpina, and marched ftraight to Utica y with a de- marcfos to 
fign to draw the enemy to a general engagement, by threaten- Utica. 
ing to lay ficge to that city, which was the great magazine of 
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all their provifions and ammunition. He incamped before the 
place, without .being in the leaft difturbed by the enemy, who 
were unwilling to engage befoie the arrival of Juba king of 
Mauritania , whom they daily expedted with eighteen thou fan d 
foot, eight hundred horfe, and thirty elephants. At length 
the king arrived with the expected fuccours, and, together 
with Scipio and Labienus^ formed three different camps, 
which in a manner blocked up that of Cafar^ who was again 
wanner g reat ly diftrefTed for want of provifions, the enemy having 

btockedup P., J n 11, • r t*i_i > i_ 

by the ene- waite all the neighbouring country. While he was thus 

befieged, news was brought him, that the ninth and tenth legi- 
ons were at length arrived from Sicily, and in f ull march to 

join him. Hereupon Ccefar, leaving in his camp a fufficient 
number of troops to defend his works, marched out with the 
reft to meet them* and brought thein fafe to his camp before 
Utica. As he now thought himfelf ftrong enough to cope 
with the enemy, he drew out his forces in order of battle for 
feveral days together ; but the enemy not accepting the chal- 
lenge, he refolved to decamp, and leaving Uiica, which was 
in a condition to fuftain a long fiege, to attack Thapfus^ 2L 
place of great importance, but not fo well provided and lorti- 
fied. jfuba; Scipio^ and LabienUs followed him, and incamp- 
ed feparately about fifteen huudred paces from the enemy* 
Marches Cafar was no fooner informed that they were intrenching 
to attack themfelves, than he marched out of his camp, and making his 
the enemy, way with incredible expedition, through thick woods and a 
anddefeats country almoft impafTable, fell upon Scipio's men, before they 
them. h ac j completed their works, put them to flight, and then at- 
tacking fir ft Labiemtfs camp, and afterwards Juba's, made 
himfelf matter of them, and killed fifty thoufand of the enemy 
in the three camps, with the lofs only of fifty of his own 
men. After this battle, Thapfus, Adrumetum, and Zama im- 
Tbe chief niecnate ty fubmkted ; and the heads of the party, giving up 
menVf a " ^ or e ' tncr ^ alc ^ violent hands on themfelves, or were 
Pompey'j taken and put to death by the enemy. Scipio endeavoured 
army either to fave himfelf by fea ; but his veflcl being taken, he chofe 
killed or rather to die, than owe his life to the conqueror. "Juba and 
taken. Petreius fought death in a fmgle combat, in which Jubd be- 

ine; killed, Petreius ordered one of his flaves to difpatch him. 
Afranius and Sylla, with a fin all body of troops, took their 
rout alon«; the coaft of Africa, w th a defign to join the two 
funs of Pompf\\\ whom Cato had Cent into Spain ; hut were 
met, deferred, and taken by Sitius, one of Ccrjiir's licute- 

nmts, who would have f;ived them ; but his foldiers in a 
mutiny cut them in pieces. Of all the heads of Pompey\^x- 
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ty, Labienus alone found means to make his efcape, and 
convey himfelf fafe into Spain. And now the enemvs forces 
being difperfed, and their leaders either fie J or killed, all A- All Afn- 
frica fubrnitted, except the city of Utica, where Cato com- ca, sxc ept 
manded, and had formed a kind of fenate, compofcd of three 
hundred Romans? who had repaired to him from different f uumits - 
parts. The news of the victory gained by Ccsfar at Thapfus 
threw the whole city into the utmoft confternation. Some 
of the citizens betook themfelves to their arms; others thought 
of nothing but how to fave themfelves from falling into the 
hands of the conqueror. But Cato endeavoured to calm theif Q zio 
fears, reprefenting to them, that perhaps things were not fo courases 
bad in truth, but more than half incie -fed by fame, as is thtKo- 
ufual in war. Thus he quelled the tumult for fome time; mans in 
and having called together his fenate or council, confifting of Utica to 
three hundred Roman citizens he firft commended their cou- Hand a 
rage and fidelity, and then -in treated them by no means to fe- fetg*- 
parate, fince, while they kept together, Co-far would have 
lefs reafon to defpife them, if they fought agaiinr. him, and 
be more ready to pardon them, if they fubrnitted to 
him. Confult among yourfelves, faid he ; if you think ft 
to fubmit, I will impute your refolution to neccflity ; but if 
you refolve to ftand up in defence of your rights and lioerties, 
I will be your companion, and, if you think fit, your leader. 
We are to fight againft one, whofe ajFaks are not in fo good 
a condition as is generally believed- Spain has already declar- 
ed for the fons of Pompey \ Rome^ unaccuftomed to flavery 
and oppieflion, will be ready to /bake off the yoke upon ev_- 
ry turn of affairs ; Italy will never fubmit to a fovcreign, 
who acknowledges no other law but his own caprice > Utica 
is wellfurniftied with all forts of provifions and military er.gine> x 
and in a condition to item the courfe of this mighty conque- 
ror's vidlories. Let us therefore defend to the la(t what 
ought to be more dear to us than our lives and foTtunes. 
Notwithstanding the uncertainty of war, we (hall lead a moft 
happy life, if we fuccecd, or die a moft glorious death, if 
we mifcarry. Cato' 3 words infpired even the moft coWjrJly 
with courage. They forgot the prefent dang r,and declared 
with one voice, that they would ftand a liege* protcftin^ 
they would rather die with Cato, than fave themfelves by u- 
bandoning a per foil of fuch exalted virtue. When they 
came to deliberate about the proper meafurcs for the defence 
of the place, fome were for fetting the Haves at liberty ; but 
this Cato oppofed, faying, That no Have ought to he fet at 
liberty without the content of his matter. We out»ht not, 
faid he, even in our prefent circumfhincu*, to make free with 
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the property of others; but let every one difpofe as he pleafes 
of what is his own. Some of the fenators immediately fet 
their Haves at liberty, and furnifhed them with arms; but the 
greater part of them, forgetting their former refolution, fliew- 
ed great back war Jnefs in parting with their flaves, from whofe 
*The fenate Jabour they drew great advantages. Why fhould we rifque 
at J^ c,ca all, faid they among themfelves, to preferve Utica P Have we 
rejol'ves to f or ^ ot w hat enemy we have to deal with / Is it not that Cte* 
ju mit. jar, to whom all the power of Rome has fubmitted ? and 

which of us is a Pompey, a Scipio, or a Cato ? Now that ail 
men give way to Cesfar's fortune, fhall we alo:ie engage for the 
liberty of Rome^ and in Utica declare war againft one, who has 
driven Pompey the Great and Cato him felt out of Italy ? No, 
let us know ourfelves, fuhmit to the conqueror, and fend 
deputies to implore his mercy. Cato, tho' he perceived the 
change, took no notice of it j but wrote to Juba, who, with 
a fmall body of men, was retired to a neighbouring moun- 
tain, and to Scipio, who lay at anchor under a promontory 
near Utica, advifing them not to come near the place, flnce 
ne fufpe£ted the fidelity both of the inhabitants and of the fe- 
nators who formed his council. Not long after, a considera- 
ble body of horfe, who had efcaped from the battle, appear- 
ing at fome diltance from Utica ,fcnt a mefTenger to acquaint 
Cato with the different fentiments that prevailed among them, 
and to afk his advice ; for fome were for joining him ; others, 
not caring to lock themfelves up in the city, were for going 
to Juba. Cato flattened out to confer with their leaders, 
whom he in treated not to abandon fo many worthy fenators, 
but to feek the mutual fafety of one another, and to come 
into the city, which was impregnable and well furnifhed 
•with corn and other provifions for many years. The fenators 
Jikewife, who attended Cato, with tears in their eyes befuught 
them to Iray. Hereupon the officers went to confult the fol- 
diers ; but, in the mean time, news was brought to Cato, 
that the greater part of his fenators were raifini* a tumult in 
the city, and frirring up the inhabitants to exclude Cato and 
fend deputies to Ctefar. This news being immediately di- 
vulged among the horfe, they defired their officers to return to 
Cato with this anfwer, That they fhould not be afraid of Co:- 
Jar y while they followed Cato, whom they were ready to join, 
provided he would either drive out of the city, or cut in 
pieces all the Uticans, who would not fail to betray them and 
Gato'/ lu- P^ ot tne ' r ruin, as fodn as Cafar appeared. This condition 
iftani/v. feemed too cruel to the virtuous Cato, who therefore chofc 

rather to deprive himfelf of fo powerful and necellary a fupply, 

ili an 
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than confent to ir. Upon his return to the city, the fena- 
tors of his council openly declared, that they were neither a- 
ble nor willing to withftand Ccsfar ; nay, they even threaten- 
ed to feize thofe fenators, who were for ftanding a fiege, and 
to deliver them up to Ctefar* Hereupon Cato with much- 
ado prevailed upon the horfe to fray, at ieaft one night, in 
the city, in order to facilitate the efcape of thofe worthy fena- 
tors, wii«> were thus threatened by the reft. While they 
were preparing to fct out, news was brought, that Cafar 
was drawing near with his whole army ; and then Cato, or- 
dering all the gates to be fhut, except one towards the fea, 
attended his friends to the port, and putting them on board 
fome veiTels he had prepared for that purpofe, he returned to 
the city, and difmifled the body of horfe, advifing feveral of 
his friends to join them, and abandon a city, which would foon 
fall into the enemy's hands. Plutarch obferves, that tho* he 
was very prefling with his other friends to fave themfelves by 
flight, yet he gave no fuch advice to his fon, not thinking fit 
to perfuade him to abandon his father- As Cafar drew near, 
the fenators, who remained in Utica, appointed Lucius Cafar, 
a relation of the conqueror, who had followed Pompeys J s par- 
ty, to intercede for them and make their fubmifllons to the 
dictator. Cato approved of their choice, and even compofed 
the fpeech, with which he was to addrefs Co-far. Lucius, in 
taking his leave of Cato, told him, That he fhould notfcfuple 
to kifs the hands and fall at the knees of Cafar in his behalf 5 
but Cato would by no means give him leave fo much as to £> at0 » 
mention his name. I will not, faid he, be indebted to a ty- n S 
rant, for thofe very things which are marks of tyranny ; to fave 
men is an inf lance of his tyranny, as if he were lord of their 
lives. However, as Lucius was departing, he recommended 
to him his fon and the reft of his friends, and, tenderly em- 
bracing him, bid him farewel. While the reft were prepar- 
ing to attend Lucius in the habit of fuppliants, Cato 
greatly furprifed at the conftancy of a young Roman, named 
Statilius, who, tho' in the flower of his age, and a noted ene- Statilius 
my to Cafar, declared. That he would rather die, than be follower 
indebted to an ufurper for his life. Cato, having attempted of Cato. 
in vain to perfuade him to yield to fortune and join the other 
fuppliants, recommended him to ApolloniAes and Demetrius, 
two celebrated philofophers, faying, It belongs to you to bring 
down this young man* s fplrit, and to make h\m know what is 
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good for him (H). Towards the evening he ordered the) 
gates of the city to be opened, exhorting born the Romans 
and inhabitants to go out, and meeting the conqueror, throve 
themfelves upon his mercy. As for himfelf, he went, ac- 
cording to his cuftom, to bathe before fupper; and while he was 
in the bath, remembering Statilius, he cried out aloud to the 
philofopher Apollonides, who always attended him, Well % 
Apollonides, have you brought down the high fpirit of Statili- 
us f Is he gone without bidding us far ewe I ? No, anfwered 
the philofopher, I have difcourfed much with him, but to little 
purpofe ; he is J? ill unalterable , and determined to follow your 
example. This, anfwered Cato with a fmile, will loon be 
tried. He then called his fun, and advifed him, among o- 
ther things, never to intermeddle in affairs of {late ; telling 
him, That to ac~l therein as became him was now impojjible, and 
to do olheriuife dijhonourablc. 

After he had bathed, he went to fupper, at which he 
fat, as he had always ufed to do ever fince the battle of Phar- 
j'alia, contrary to the Roman cuftom. Several of his particu- 
lar friends, and fome of the principal citizens of Utica, 
flipped with him. Among the former were Apollonides the 
Jioie phil.'fophcr* and Demetrius the peripatetic. After fup- 
per, man/ philofophical queftions were difcufifed* and, a- 
niong the reft, thofe fundamental principles, which were 
called the paradoxes of the floics ; and this in particular, that 
the good man only is free, and that all wicked men are /laves. 
Tl\c moment this was propofed, the peripatetic took up the 
argument againft it (I) ; but Cato, raiiing his voice, main- 
"tained the iucontcftable truth of that maxim with more than 
ordinary warmth 5 and in the heat of the difpute, let fome 
words drop, which plainly (hewed, that he defigned to put 
an end 'to his life, and by that means fct himfelf at liberty. 
Hereupon, when he had done fpeakiug* the whole company 
kept filcncc and feemed much deje&ed ; but Cato, to divert 

(H) By thefc words Cato implied, that the difpofition of mind; 
in which .\tatilim fancied himfelf to be, was rather the efFecl of 
vain glory, than true con ftancy ; and that what became Cato, who 
had aiways made a profeflxon of fevcre virtue, and was C<zfar % % 
equal, did not become fucii a young man as St at i litis. Epieletui 
obferves, that ic is only for an extraordinary per/on to imitatr an ex- 
traordinary virtue. Jc is not fitting for a perion of common fize to 
a 1 tempt fa high a flight. 

■I 1} The peripatetics maintained^ that neither virtue nor vice had 
any relation to freedom or fervitude, talcing thefe word* in a fenfe 
too conltrained and literal. 

them 
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them fiom any fufpicion of his dcfign* turned the difcourfe* 
and began again to talk of the prefent affairs, (hewing great 
concern tor his friends who were at fea, and for thofe who 
were travelling by. land, fmce they were to pafs through a 
dry defert, which afforded nothing for their fupport. 

When the company broke up, he walked with his friends* 
as he ufed to do after fupper, gave the necefTary orders to the 
officers of the guard, and then withdrew, having firft em- 
braced his fon and every one of his friends, with more than 
ufual tendcrnefs. As this renewed their fufpicion of his de- 
fign, his fon, entering his room unknown to him, ftole a- 
way his fword, which he ufed to have always by him. Cato foods?]*- 
now alone, lay down, and taking up Plato's dialogue on the to'jph*- 
immortality of the foul, began to read it wit;h great attention, do. 
After he had read fome time, in a tranfport of joy* which 
the hope of a happy immortality raifed in his breaft, he look- 
ed up for his fword, and mining it," called one of his (laves ; 
and, without (hewing the leafr, eagernefs or concern* only 
afked him, Who had taken away his fword ? As the (lave 
made no anfwer, he continued reading ; and a little while 
after, not feeming importunate or hafty for it* but as if he 
would only know what was become of it, he ordered it to be 
brought to him. He then took up the book again, and having 
finifbed the whole dialogue without any tidings of his fword* 
he called all his fervants one by one, and in an angfy tone 
demanded it of them* crying out, That he was betrayed and 
delivered into his enemy** hands, naked and difarmed. One 
of his flaves attempted to appeafe him ; but he had fcarce 
begun to fpeak, when Cato gave him fuch a blow on the 
mouth, that he hurt his own hand4 At this noife his fort and His fon 
the reft of Mis friends came running into his room* and, fal- andfriendt 
ling at. /ft is feet* endeavoured, with tears and intreaties, to endeavour 
divert him from any dclign he might have on his own life j but *° divert 
Cato, raifing himfelf up, Why does no body per juade me by rea- k{m f' otn 
fon y fa id he, or teach me what is better, if I have defigned j"*^^ 

any thing that is ill ? Mufl I be thus difarmed, and hinder- e * , a ." 9 
x f #♦ r f r o -T-i • upon min- 

ed from making ttje of my own reafon r Then turning to J f ^ 

his fon, And yon young man, faid he, why do you not tie 

your father's hands behind his back,that when Caefar comes, I 

may not be able to hurt him ? for againfl my f elf I J! and in 

ho want of a fword j to end my days I need but hold my 

breath a little whife^ or flrlke my head againji the wall. 

Hiving thus fpolce, he difmifTcd his fon and the reft of his 

friends, except the two phi lofop hers Demetrius and Apollonides y 

to wham he addieflcd himiclf more calmly thus : Can you 

bring 
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bring any reafon to prove, that it is not bafe and unworthy of 
Cato to beg his life of his enemy ? I have not yet determined 
any thing on this JubjeSl j but J would have it in my power to 
perform what I Jhall think fit to refolve on. As the philoso- 
phers made no reply, which indeed they could not without 
contradicting their own piincipies, Cato toid them, That he 
would not fail to afk their advice, when he fliould have oc- 
cafion to make ufe of what their philofophy taught ; but, in 
the mean time, fuid he, go tell my Jon, that he jhould not com- 
pel his father to what he cannot perfuade him. Upon this 
they both withdrew, and fent him ins fword by a young 
flave. Cato took it with great pleafure, and, having drawn 
it and examined the point, faid in putting it up, Now I am 
majler of myjelf. He then took the book again, and having read 
it twice over (Kj, he lay down, and fell into a found fleep. 

About 



(JO And yet this dialogue feems too long to be read twice over 
in ib fhort a fpace ; but that which feems moil incomprehenuble is, 
that Cato, before he laid violent hands on himfelf, mould read 
over that dialogue, which proves in the ftrongefl terms, thac 
what he was going to do was not lawful. A philofopher % fays 
Plato in that dialogue, will ne*ver lay -violent hands on himfelf that 
not being lawful e<ven for thoje to whom death is more dejireable than 
life- They are not allowed to procure that remedy to themfelnjes though 
it be ever fo neceffary ; for God has placed us in this life as in a poft 9 
which ive are never to quit without his permifjion. Ybe gods take care 
of u$ % and we muft confider ourfel*ves as their peculiar property. If 
one of your Jlaves Jhould dif patch himfelf without your command, you 
would think be had done you an injury \ and would punijh him, if it 
lay in your power. How could Cato perfift in his refolution again it 
fuch ftrong arguments ? He might poffibly juflify himfelf from what 

is added by Socrates ; We muft wait with patience till it pleafes 
God to /end us an exprefs order to remove out of this life. He look- 
ed perhaps on the condition he was then in as fuch an order ; 
and thus has Cicero commented upon it in the firft book of his 
¥u feu tan queftions : Cato autem Jic abiit e vita, ut caufam moriendi 
na&um fe ejfe gauderet V ttai ertim dominans ille in nobis deus injuffu 
hi tic no j fuB demigrare ; cum *vero caufam jujlam deus ipfe dederit, ut 
tunc Socrati, nunc Catoni, frpe mult is % n<s ille, msdiusfidius, *vir 
/a pi ens l*ttus ex his tenebris in lucent illam excejferit ; nec tamen ille 
wncula career is rupcrit, leges enim t/etant ; fed tanquam a magi ft ra- 
tu, aut ah atiqua pot eft ate legit ima* fic a deo e*vocatus at que emiffus 

exierit. But this trifling diitinc"lion deftroys the very end and 

defign of the dialogue- If it was left to every one to explain, as 

he thought fit, the ftate he is in, and interpret it as an exprefs 

order from God to quit his llation, the prohibition of fclf-murder 

would 
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About midnight he called up two of his freed -men, Clean- His ivbole 
tbes, his phytic ian, and Butas, whom he chiefly employed concern is 
in public affairs. The latter he fent to the port, to fee whe- about bis 
ther his friends had fet fail, and ordered the former to apply fiends % 
fome remedy to his hand that was hurt by the blow he gave 
his /lave. At this they were all overjoyed, hoping he had 
laid afidc all thoughts or* putting an end to his life. Butas foon 
came back, and brought him word, that all his friends were 
imbarqued, except Crajfus, who had ftaid on account of fome 
buiinefs, but was juft ready to depart. He added, that the 
wind was high, and the fea very rough. At this he fighed, 
fhewing a great deal of companion for thofe who were at 
fea, and fent again Butas to fee, whether any of them were 
driven back and wanted his afilftance. In the mean time, he 
again fell afleep, and. did not wake till day began to appear; 
when Butas returning, acquainted him, that the ftorm was 
allayed, and that no noife was heard in the port. Then Cat a 
laying hinifelf down again, as if he intended to fleep, de- 
fired Butas to withdraw and (hut the door after him. He 
was no fooner gone, than the zealous republican, as if he 
had waited till thofe of his party were out of danger, taking 
his f word, ran it into his body; but not being able to ufe Stabs him- 
his hand fo well which had been hurt, he did not die imme- /'f 
diatelyof the wound, but fell upon his bed, and threw down ^ ts / w * r ^ 
a table on which he had drawn fome figures of geometry. 
The noife of this alarmed his fun and his friends, who, break- 
ing into the room, found him weltering in his blood, with 
his bowels in great part out of his body. Such a dreadful 
fight and his ghaftly looks, his eyes being yet open, {truck 
them all with fo great terror that they flood fome time motionlefe, 



would be unneceflary, fmce a reafon would never be wanting up- 
on occafion to juftify ic ; therefore this a&ion in Cato is not by a- 
nv means warrantable. However, it mud be allowed, that it 
was lefs criminal in him, than ic can be in thofe, who deftroy 
themfelves for fome private reafons, when overwhelmed with grief, 
pinched with poverty, overcome with fear, or fome other paffion ; 
for there is a wide difference, in our opinion, between the pufil- 
lanimity of fuch and the defpair of a brave man, who kills him- 
felf, not for any private reafon, but, if the expreflion may be al- 
lowed, for lome reafon of ftatc ; for though the adlion carries 
in it a brutal fury and the blind impulfe of an ungovernable 
paflion ; yet, as Plutarch has well obferved on another fubjeft, 
where he compares Romulus and Tbefeus, be is # ore exctifeable, vubo 
is /ran/ported by a Jironger cauje t as by a more fenjere Jlroke, And 
what Arokc can bt? more fevere than the ruin of our country ? 

without 
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without being able, in that fur prize and confuiion, to lend 
him the lea ft afiiltance. At length Butas accofting him, put 
in his bowels, which were not hurt, and fewed up the wound ; 
Puts an but Cata 9 after fome time, coming to himfclf, thru ft away 
end to bis the phylician, rent opeh his wound again, and tearing his 
life. bowels, expired immediately, in the forty-eighth, or, as o- 

thers will have it, in the fifty- fifth year of his age. He 
was one of the moft virtuous citizens R^ome ever produced; 
had all the virtues, and none of the faults, of Cato the cen- 
ter, one of his illuftrious anceftors, and would, with his in-f 
-vincible conftanry and refolution, have fupported the (in Icing 
republic, had i.ot the god* them (elves, as Plutarch obferves, 

*Tb/ "oit ^ ecree ^ ner deft ruction. His death was no fooner known, 

\ . tliaa the inhabitants of Utica y flocked to his houfe, calling 
cern of the * % 

inbabl n ' m their benefactor, their deliverer, the only free-, the only 1 
tanti of invincible, Roman. Though at that very inftant word was 
Ucca at brought them, that Cecfar was drawing near, yet neither 
bis death, fear of the pref.nt danger, nor the commotions and difcord 

which, reigned among them, nor even the cagernefs each of 
them had of making their court ta the conqueror, could di- 
vert them fro;n burying his body with the utm.»£t pomp, and 
paying ail the funeral honours that were due to a perfon of 
fiis merit and rank. How ftrong muft the impreflions \ 
been, which the virtue of Goto left in their minds, lince 
they thus openly honoured his memory at the approach of his, 
enemy, who was victorious, and upon whofe mercy they were 
that moment to throw themfelves \ When Catfar, who was 
now at the very gates of TJtica with all his force*, heard of 
Cato's death, he is faid to have uttered thefe words ; Cato 
J envy thee thy death, feme thou haft envyed me the glory of 
facing thy life (L). Upon C*fc's death, the city of Utica 

wa.i 

(T) Plutarch feems to que fl ion whether C<afmr would have par- 
doned Cato or no. The difcourfe, lays that writer, which C<efar 
wrote a^ainlt Cato. 9 is no great fign of his kindnefc, or that he 
was inclined to ftiew him any favour. I» it probable, adds he, 
that Cetfor would have been tender of hia life, when he waa fo 
bitter againit his memory ? But, with Plutarch** leave, we an* of 
op< n inn, that Cajar would have fpared him, as he did Cicero, 
Brut us , Marceilus y his moft inveterate enemy, and many others, 
not indeed out of any friend (hip he had for him, but out of 
vanity, and perhaps policy. As for the book mentioned by 
Plutarch. C<efar wrote it not out of hatred to Cato, but in his 
own vindication. Cicero had written an encomium on Cm to, and 
called it by his name. A difcourfe compofed by fo great a mailer, 

upon 
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was by Lucius Casfar delivered up to the conqueror, who par- 
doned fome* but caufcd others to. be privately put to deaths 
Among the- latter was Lucius Qafar hirnfelfi, who hao* treated 
with great cruelty fuch of C^/ar's adherents, as he. had got 
into his power during the war \, among the former were C**?'s 
fon, his daughter, Spatiiius^ and- mofl: of his friends. Kis fojft 
was afterwards flaia in the battle of Philippic with more glory 
than he had lived } foi y/e are told^that he te4 a debauched life, 
and that- being lodged, while he fta/yed in Cappadocia, in t&e 
houfe of Marphadate^ one of the royal family., he maintain- 
ed a criminal conversion with his. wife, by name £fychfi % 
which in Greek figiii fi.es foul. This gave the Rowans occa- 
sion to fay by way of" raillery, Xhatt Cato and. Ma-rphada;tes 
were good friends \ for they bad but one foul\ that Ca-to was 
noble and generous , of id had a royal foul^ &c. Cato's daugb^ 
ter was married to Brutus^ one of the confpirators, and end- 
ed her life as became one of her birth and. family, as we fhaJA 
relate in a more proper place, Aa for Staiilius % who aflfe£ted- 
to imitate Cata 9 he was prevented by the philosophers from 
putting an end to his life j but he afterwards followed Brutus , 
to whom he proved very faithful and ferviceable, and at length, 
died, with many other illuftripus Romans* in the battle of 
Philippic. 

Ceefar > now mafter of Utica y and of the whole Roman V 
province in Africa , marched into Numidia and Mauritania, r ,*^^ 
and reduced both thofe kingdoms to Roman provinces-, ap- ^^j^' 
pointing Crifpus Salluftius to gov»ern them in quality of pro- 
conful, with private iuft ructions to pillage and plumler the in- 
habitants, and by that means put it out of theii: power ever 
to fhake off the yoke. The fruitful plains of Numidi-a \\c 
divided among the foldiers of P. Sitius^ who had reduced 
great part of that country. Sitius 9 being driven out of Rotnt 
we know not on what account, had taken refuge in Alaurstj- 
rtia, and there afTernblcd a confiderablc number of Roman ex- 
iles, with whom he entered into the fervicc of Bogud, a pet- 
ty king of Mauritania ^ then at war with Juba. BoguJ au- 

w Plut. in Cat. & Ca;f. D10 C\ s* ibid 

upon fuch an excellent fubject, was immediately in every body'-; 
hands. This touched C*f».r to the quick ; for he looked upon 
a panegyric on his enemy, who chofe rather to kill hmnelf rh.ui 
fall into his hands, as no better than a fatire agamll htm tell. 
He therefore publiftied an anfvver to it, containing a collection 

of charges and accufations againtt that great man, which he llyl- 

cd Anticato. 

Vol. XIII. P pointed 
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[Jointed htm commander in chief of all his forces ; which truft 
he difcharged with great fidelity, invading Juba's dominions, 
P. Sitius and making himfelf maftcr even of Cirtha his capital. This 
render s diverfion was of great ufe to Catfar ; for it obliged Juba to 
Czefar/OT- leave great part of his forces at home, under the command of 
portant r er- Sabura, one of his beft generals, to defend his own kingdom; 

but, during his abfence, Sitius, having defeated and killed 
Sabura, made himfelf mafter of the whole country, and then 
marched with his victorious army to join Ga?far, whom he 
fcarce knew. On his march he met a body of Romans, who 
had faved themfelves from the battle of Tbapfus, under the 
command of Afranius and Faujlus Sylla, defeated them, and 
took their leaders prifoners, together with Sylla's wife the 
daughter of Pompey, whom he delivered up to Ca?far, who 
not only pardoned her, but fent her into Spain to her brothers. 
Soon after Sitius's fleet furprifed in the port of Hippo the fqua- 
dron which was conveying into Italy Scipio and other Romans, 
who had left TJtica, and took moft of them prifoners. Scipio 
laid violent hands on himfelf 5 but the reft were brought to 
Sitius, who configned them to Ccefar. Thefe fervices the 
dictator rewarded with a fruitful country bordering on Nu- 
midia, which he beftowed on Sitius, appointing him fove- 
reign of that diftri&, after having driven out a Numidian 
prince named Manajfes, who had declared for Juba, and fery- 
ed in his army againft Cafar x . 

And now Cafar, having brought all Africa under fubjec- 
tion and fettled the affairs of that province, repaired to Utica, 
where his fleet waited for him. There he gave orders for the 
rebuilding of Carthage, as he did foon after his return to Italy 
for the rebuilding of Corinth ; fo that thefe two famous cities 
were deftroyed in the fame year, and in the fame year raifed 
out of their ruins, in which they had lain about an hundred 
years- Two years after they were both re-peopled with Ro- 
man colonies ; and from thefe new inhabitants of Corinth 
were defcended thofc Corinthians, to whom St. Paul wrote 
his two epiftles. As the dictator had now no enemy to con- 
tend with in Africa, he left that country, loaded with glory 
and fpoils, and fct fail for Italy on the ides of June, that 
is, on the fourteenth of the 'Julian April-, and arriving three 
days after at Cjralos, now Cagliari, failed from thence, on 
the third of the calends of "July, for OJlia^ which he did not 
reach, the weather proving v<. ry ftormy, till the twenty-fixth 
of the Julian May, that is, twenty-eight days after. V\s 
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he drew near Rome, the whole city went out to meet him,Caefar re- 
and conducted him to the capital, where he returned thanks to turns to 
fuplter for the fuccefs of his arms. The fenate and people Rome, 
itrove who fhould be moft forward in heaping honours upon 
him. Supplications were appointed, and facrifices ordered Honours 
to be offered daily in the temples for forty days together, mbeftowed 
thankfgiving to the gods for the vi&ories he had gained in jf- on him by 
frica* His ufual guard was by a decree of the fenate tre- toe 
bled, and the number of the lienors, who attended him as die- ^nd people. 

tator, doubled. His dictatorship was prolonged for ten years, 
and the dignity of cenfor, which had been hitherto divided 
between two magiftrates, conferred on him alone, under the 
title of prefect, or reformer , of manner J, that of cenfor fcem- 
ing too vulgar. His perfon was declared facred and inviolable ; 
and, toraife him above the level of his fellow-citizens, it was 
decreed, that he fhould fit, during his life, next to the con- 
fuls \ that he fhould give his opinion the firft in all public de- 
liberations ; that he ihould fit at all public mows in a curule 
chair, and that, even after his death, the chair fhould be 
placed as ufual at the fliows, to render his memory immortal; 
nay, truy went fo far as to place his ftatue in the capitol next 
to that of "Jupiter , with this infeription on the pedeftal, To 
Ca^far a derni-god. Ccsfar had too much penetration not to 
know, that this profufion of honours was the effecl: of fear, 
and not of any fincere kindnefs or affection for him ; and 
therefore, in accepting fuch marks of diftin£tion, he declared, 
That he would make no other ufe of the authority*, with 
which they were pleafcd to truft him, than to prevent any 
further difturbances in the republic, and to render, as far as 
in hirn lay, all the members of it happy. I (hall not faid he, Ciefar'j 
renew the maflacres of Sylla and Marius, which I cannot (tff e ° to 
reflect on without horror. I wifh I had been able to favc t\i^ the J enate ' 
republic without fhedding a drop of blood, and without de- 
priving Rome of one fingle citizen ; but, fince that was not 
in my power, now that my enemies are fubdued, I will make 
no further ufe of the fword , but endeavour to gain by good 
offices thofe who ftill continue obftinate. You {hall all find 
in me not a Marius or a Sylla^ but an indulgent father and 
zealous protedtor. As for my troops, I fhall keep them toge- 
ther, not fo much for my own defence, as for that of the re- 
public. They (hall not, however, be any charge to you ; 
the fpoils I have brought with me from Africa*, will be fuffi- 
cient to maintain them, and likewife to defray for fome time 
the expence3 of the' government. This fpeech and the par- 
don he granted a few days after to M. Claudius Marccllus* 

D 2 one 
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one of bis moft inveterate enemies, calmed the fears both of 
the fenate and people. Marcellus had been conful five years 
before, and, during his confulate, employed all his interefr. 
and authority againfr. Cafar. He had fought under Pompey^s 
banners at Pbarfalia \ but, retiring after that fatal action 
from publrc affairs, he <bad chofen the city of Mitylene in the 
ifiand of Leshcs for the place of his refidence, and there led 
a quiet life, being intirely taken up with the ftudy of philo- 
fbphy. Cicero, who had always profefled a ftrift friendflup 
for Marcellus, prevailed upon the confeript fathers to intercede 
for him all in a body. Accordingly the hrft time Ceefar ap- 
peared in the fcnate, Lucius Pifo having addrefled hirn wioh 
an affecting fpeech in favour of the illuftrious exile, all the 
confeript fathers feconded him, and, quitting their places, 
furrounded the didtator*s tribunal, imploring bis clemency in 
- behalf of one of the rravft worthy members of their body. 
Carfar heard them with great attention, and, as foon as 
Csefar£ar- C hey had done fpeaking, / willingly pardon Marcellus, faid he, 
dons Mar- out 0 f re gard to your intercefjion, confeript fathers* and to bis 
cc us - own merit. Let him return and take his place tn the fenate. 

I jhall not for the future look upon him as an enemy, but rank 
him among my friends^ to convince the world of the deference 
■ I pay to this venerable body. The confeript fathers returned 
him thanks, and Cicero in particular, in that famous fpeech, 
which is Mill admired by all the learned. But Cafar's cle- 
mency did not avail the unfortunate exile. Upon the firft 
notice of what had pafled at Rome, he left Mitylene^ and came 
to Athens, with a deUgn to pafs from thence over into Italy ; 
but when he was ready to irnbarque, he was ftabbed by one 
Mmgtus Chiton^ a no lefs zealous follower of Pompey than 
himfelf . What prompted hirnto this murder is not well known; 
fo me fufpecSfced Co: far of being privy to it ; but that fufpicion 
feemed quite groundlefs to Cicero, fincc Magius with the fame 
dagger put an end to his own life, and died on the fpot with 
Marcellus (Mj. 

(M) Cicero writes on this fubjeA to Jtticus thus : We can by no 
means fufpt& Oafar of having any hand in the death of Marcel lus. 
find Magius ftabbed himfelf m <witb the fame dagger, tabic h he had plung- 
ed into Marcel! us*i breafl. I am at a lofs to inow what could prompt 
him to fo black an attempt. . Marcellus bad been bail for him a little 
time before at Sunium. Perhap,, as Magius was not in a condition 
to fatisfy his credit$rj 9 he had recourfe to Marcellus, who refufed to 
fupply him <witb the neceffary fums in a rough and uncivil manner t 
which <was natural to him ; and hence their quarrel (35). 



(35) Cic. ad Attic. L xiii. epift. 10. 
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The dictator having, by his clemency and extraordinary 
civility he mewed to all without diftinclUan, delivered the faia- 
tors from their iears, in the next place fummoned the people, 
and, appearing in the afiembly more like a common citizen, 
than a victorious general, returned them thanks, in a moft 
•obliging manner, for their inviolable attachment to his perfon. 
He then entertained them with a very particular account of 
his victories, telling them, That he had, by his laft victory, 
fubdued a country Co rich, and of ifuch extent, tliat -it would 
yearly 1 up ply the city with two hundred thoufand bufhels of 
corn, and three millions of xneafurea of oil. In confedera- 
tion -of the many conquefts he had made, four triumphs were 
-decreed him both by the fen ate and people. Accordingly 'he 
triumphed four times the fame month, over the G-auls, jg^W- 

over Egypt i over Pbamaces, and over Juba. In the flrft um p£ ffm 
■triumph were carried before his chariot the names -of three 
hundred nations and eight hundred cities, which he had redu- 
ced by che death of a million of enemies. Among theiprhfon- 
ers appeared Percingetorix, who had frinred up ail 'Gaul again ft 
Ctsjar, and attempted to relieve Alefia at *he head of three 
hundred thoufand men. His foldiers followed 'him, crowned 
with laurel, and the whole city attended him with loud accla- 
mations \ but, in tl>e midft of the public rejoicings, the axle- 
tree of the triumphal chariot .breaking -near the £emple of 
Fortune, the victor narrowly efcaped being crufhed by the 
wheels. The iupenftitious Romans -drew from thence prefa- 
ces no- ways favourable to the conqueror $ but Che only incon- 
venience, that unforefeen accident occafioned then, was, the 
retarding of the triumph till it was night ; and then Cwfar* 
to prevent all disturbances in the dark, etnbellifhed his tri- 
umphal, proceflion with a new ornament, -caufing forty ele- 
phants to be ranged, twenty on each fideof his chariot; with 
a prodigious number ofiflambeaux on their backs, difpofed in 
the fhape of fo many pyramids, which in a maner turned 
night into day, and condu&ed* without the leaft confufion, 
the numerous croud to the capital. There Cafar y to fet the 
people an example of religion, mounted the fteps of the tem- 
ple on his knees. After he had offered the ufual facrifice to 
'Jupiter, he viewed the ftatue, which the fenate and people 
had erected to himfelf near that of the god j and being of- 
fended at che infeription, To Ca&far a demi-god, ordered the 
fulfome title of dtmi-gad to be immediately cancelled. The 
fecond triumph was over Egypt, when the pictures of PtoUmy^ 
Phoimusy and Achillas were carried before the triumphal cha- 
riot, with reprcfencationsof the cities of Ptluftum and Alex- 
andria + 
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andria, of the ralace of the Egyptian kings, of the tower of 
P' tiros + &c. Before the chariot walked many prifoners of 
d'tii'tiii* n ; among the reft Arjinoe, ihe fitter of' Cleopatra , 
loaded with chains ; but, after the mow, (he was fet at li- 
berr , md only b muhed from i*>//>f,that fhe might not create 
new ;i it ur nances in that kingdom to the prejudice of Cleopa- 
tra (M). The third triumph (hewed the defeat of Pharnaces 
king of Pontus, In the midft of the fpoils, which the con- 
queror had brought from Pontus > Bitbynia, and Ga,latia y the 
famous words ^V///, vidi y vzci 9 were carried on a table in 
large characters, to ihew rather the difpatch, than the diffi- 
culty, or importance, of that victory. The fubjec"t of the 
fourth triumph was the conqueft of Africa and Numidia^ with 
Juba, the the defeat ot Juba and his allies- In this triumph Juba y the 
fin of king f on Q p c J u i a>) wno was then very young, walked among 

Jaba,to/*ji t ^ e ot her captives before the triumphal chaiiot \ but when the 
tnump . fli ow was over, C&far fet him at liberty, and gave him an 

education fuitable to his rank, appointing matters to teach him 
the Greek and Latin tongues, and fuch fciences as the young 
noblemen of Rome ftudied in thofe days. By this means he 
became one of the moft learned men of the age he lived in 5 
infomuch, that the emperor Auguftus % in confideration of his 
great knowledge and abilities, afterwards beftowed on him 
the kingdom of Getulia in Africa^ and gave him in marriage 
Cleopatra Selene, the daughter of queen Cleopatra by Marc 
Antony (O). The Romans were not fo well pleafed with this 
triumph as with the other three, Cafar having caufed the fta- 
tues of Scipioy Petreius y and Cato to be carried before him 
among thofe of the foreign kings and princes whom he had 
fubdued. They could not behold Cato tearing his bowels, as 
the ftatue reprefented him, without exprefling their concern 
with loud fighs and tears for the death of fo great a man. The 
vcfTels of gold and Jilver, which in thefa triumps were car- 



(N) This young princefs took up her refidence in AJia Proper j 
for there Antony found her after the battle of Philippi, and, ac 
the requeft of Cleopatra 9 caufed her to be put to death (36). 

( OJ He was the author of feveral works, and, among the reft of 
the hi (lory of Rome 9 which he wrote in Greek , and which is often 
quoted, and with great approbation, by the ancients, but is 
now intirely loft, a9 are alio all his other works. One of them 
was of the affair of J$ria t and chiefly collected from the wri- 
tings of Berofus. 

(36) Hirt. deb ell % Alex and, Jofeplj* an tie. /. xv. c. 4. 

riei 
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ried before the conqueror, amounted to the value of fix ty -five 
thoufand talents, that is, above twelve millions of our money, 
befides eighteen hundred and twenty-two crowns of gold, 
weighing fifteen thoufand and thirty-three pounds, which 
were prefents made him, according to the cuftom of thofe 
times, by piinces and cities after his victories. Out of thefe His libera- 
funis he paid his fuldiers their arrears, and befides a hundred *° m 
and fifty pounds of our money to every private man, as ^fT 
much more to each centurion, and thrice that fum to each-'* 
tribune and commander of the cavalry. As to the Roman R oman 
people, whofe favour he courted, he gave to each particular p eo p/ em 
perfon ten buftieL of corn, ten meafures of oil, and added a 
hundred denarii by way of intereft, to the three hundred 
he had promifed them before he fet out for Jlfrica. After 
this he entertained the people at twenty-two thoufand tables 
with fix thoufand muraenas, and an incredible profufion of 
other dainties and rich wines, which moft of them had never 
tailed before ; and that nothing might be wanting to the pomp 
and magnificence of thefe feafts, he entertained the city with a 
combat of two thoufand gladiators, with representations of fea and 
land fights, in which were fometimes three, fometimes four 
thoufand combatants on a fide, and with all forts of plays, 
farces, and mimic performances (P). Thefe entertainments 

lafted 

CP) The two famous mimics, or, as they were then called, pan- 
tomimes, Laberius and Puo/ius, ailed on this occafion. Laberius was 
by birth a Roman knight, but neverthelefs acled on the ftage mimic 
pieces of his own compofing. Cafar rewarded him for acting in 
the plays, with which he preferred the people, giving him, when 
they were over, five hundred fefterces, and a golden ring, which 
was relloring him to the equeftrian dignity he had forfeited by per- 
forming on the ftage. Alacrobivs has given us part of a prologue 
of this author (37J, which may ferve for ataileof his wit and flyle. 
Horace indeed taxes his compofures with want of elegance (38 1. 
But Sca/r'ger thinks the cenfure very unjuft, and the verfes cited by 
Macrobius more elegant than thofe in which Horace finds fault with 
them (39J. When Laberius, was going, after he had received the 
golden ring of Ceejar, to refume his place among the knights, 
Cicero told him, as he patted by the orcbeftra, where the fenators fat, 
that he would with all his heart make room for him there, but 
that he was already fqueezed up himfelf ; this he faid in allufion to 
the many fenators C<efar had lately created. No wonder, replied 

f37) Macrob . Satur, /. ii. c. 7. ($8) Horat fatyr. I. 

i. fatyr. 10. v. 5, 6. (39) Scaliger de re Poet. I. i. 

c. 10. 

Laberius, 
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lafted feveral days, and drew fueb rrrultitaides of people tct 
Rome, that the greateft part of them were forced to lie in the 
open air, and many were ftifled in the croud* araoag the reft 
two frnators 1 . 

Reform* C<zfar> having by his largefles,. entertainaaents, and Chows* 
the go- fecared the aife&ions of the fold iery and; people, made it his whole 
ventmtnfi. bufinefs to reform the government,, and eft'abltfh good order, 

in the city. In order to- this he pubJLOied many wholtefome 
laws. In the fir ft place, as many of the inhabitants, had loft 
their lives in the civil war, and many had- abandoned: chetir* 
native country j he appointed great privileges and exemptions, 
for (uch as had numerous families, recalled all thote who- had 
fettled Ln foreign countries, and invited to Rome from all pa^ts 
of the world fuch perfons as were in any- repute for their 
learning and knowledge, gcantiag them far their, encou- 
ragement all the rights and privileges of Roman cititizens. 
At the fame time he pubiifhed a law, forbidding ail citizens, 
above twenty years of age and under forty, to. aofenc nhem- 
felves from the capital more than three years, under any pre- 
tence whatfoevcr ( QJ. By other laws he retrained the 

p refute 

y Dio, 1. xlii. Pli». l.xxxiv, xxxvL, xxxvii. Suet. inCasf. Vbll. 
Pateixu.l. i. ii. c. 56. 

Laberfus, that you, who commonly make ufe of two feats at once, 
fancy yourfelf fqucexed up, when you fit like other people. This 
was a fevere wipe on the iuconftancy and double dealing of the 
orator (40). 

Pubiim was a Syrian by birth, but received his education at Rome 
in the condition of a (lave % Having by feveral fpecimens of wit 
obtained his freedom, he undertook the writing of mimic pieces, 
and acted them with uncommon applaufe in the towns of Italy. 
At laft being brought to Rome to bear a part in Crsfar^s plays, he 
challenged all the dramatic writers and adlora, and carried the pnxe 
from every one of them, even from Laberiui himfeH (41). A col- 
lection of fentenccs taken out of his works is dill extant, which 
Jofeph Scatiger highly commends, and even thought it worth his 
while to tranflatc ihem into Greek. 

(Q^ Plutarch tells us, that C*fa* took a cenfus of the people, 
who rrom three hundred and twenty thoufand were now reduced 
to a hundred and fifty thoufand ; fo great a wade, (ays he, had 
the civil war made in Rome*\owz ; not to mention what the other 
purts of Italy and the provinces had fuffered. But there are no 
fewer than three notorious millakes in thin pailage, as the learned 

(40) Macrob. Saturn, /. ii» c. 7. C4 1 ) Utm ibid. 

Rualdus 
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Jjrofufe way of living, which at that time prevailed in Sumptuary 
Rome and all over Italy ; he confined the ufe of litters, of larwt* 
embroidered robes and jewels to perfons only of the firft rank, 
or of overgrown eftates ; he limited the expence of feafts by 
many fumptuary laws, which he caufed to be put in execu- 
tion with the utmoft rigour, his officers often breaking into 
the houfes of the rich citizens, and fnatching from off their ta~ 
bles fuch meats as had been ferved up contrary to his prohi- 
bition. All the markets fwarmed with informers, fo that 
nothing could be brought thither, or fold, without his 
knowledge ; and he never failed to punifh with heavy fines 
fuch as he. found guilty of the leaft breach of the laws he 
had enacled for the reft raining of luxury. As for the ma- 
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Rualdus obferves The firft is, where it is faid, that Cafar took 
acenfus of the people ; Suetonius does not mention it, and Auguftus 
himfelf in his Marmora Ancyriana fays, chat in hit fixth con fu late 
he numbered the people, which had not been donfc for forty two 
years before. . The fecond is, that before the civil wars broke out 
between Cafar and Pompey, the number of the people in Rime a- 
mounted to no more than three hundred and twenty thoafand ; for 
long before that it was much greater, and had continued upon th* 
increafe. The laft is, where it is afiferted, that in lefs than three 
years thofe three hundred and twenty thoufand citizens were re- 
duced by that war to a hundred and fifty thoufand ; the falfity of 
which affertion is evident from this, that a little while after Cafar 
made a draught of eighty thoufand to be lent to foreign colonies. 
Is it probable, that he would have left no more than feventy 
thoufand fouls in Rome? But what is ftill ftronger, eighteen year* 
after, Auguftus took an account of the people, and found the num- 
ber amount to four millions and fixty three thoufand cenfere ciwium 
Romanorum capita quadragies centum mi Ilia, & fexaginta tria mi Ilia, 
fays Suetonius. Such an increafe in fo Ihort a time mull be prodi- 
gious, if not impoffible. Rualdus has not only difcoverfjd thefe 
mi (lakes, but the fource of them ; he makes it appear, that Plutarch^ 
for want of a thorough linderftanding of the Latin tongue, has been 
mifled by the following pafTage in Suetonius, who fays of Cafar i 

recen/um populi neniore, fiec loco folito^fed *vtcatim per domino s infula- 
rum egity at que ex yiginti trecentifque millibus accipientium f rumen turn 
e publico ad cent dm quinquaginta retraxit (42). Suetonius fpeaks there 

of the review taken by Cafar of the needy citizens, who (harecL hi 
the public corn, whom he found to amount to three hundred a*nc| 
twenty thoufand, and reduced to a hundred and fifty iijiafand. 
P lutarcb miltook recen/um for cenfum the muftcr taken i>y the cen- 
fors, and this error led nim into the other miltakes. 

(42) Sutton, in Jul, c. 4.. 

^Xlll. t na 8eme „t 
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nagement of the public money, he referved that intircly to him- 
felf, but committed the adminiftrration of juftice to thcfenators 
and knights, chafing from among them fuch pcrfons as were 
noted for their integrity and probity. As his long command 
in Gaul had given him an opportunity of ufurping an abfolute 
power, to prevent others from treading in his footfteps, he 
ordained by a law, that no pra?tor fhould be continued in his 
r government above a year, and no confular above two. 

all em ^ niagift rates in Rome, as well as in the provinces* 
, J were appointed by him, the people, whom he fufFered to af- 

ploymcntf. r , . f r , 3 . . r . r . ' . ~ r 

c ' femole in the comitium, to maintain at Iealt lome appearance 

of a republican ftate, not daring to chufe any but fuch as he 
propofed, or recommended ; by which means all the places 
and governments were filled with his creatures. The tribunes, 
the praetors, the quseftors, and even the confuls, were all 
perfons who had ferved under him, and were inviolably at- 
tached to his intereft. The government of the countries fub- 
ject to the republic was committed to fuch only as the dicta- 
tor thought he could confide in. Thus Sicily was allotted to 
A. AUienus, Cijalpine Gaul to M. Junius Brutus, Tranfal- 
pine Gaul to another 'Junius Brutus, furnamed Albinus, A- 
ckaia to Servius Sulpitius, Numidia, to Crijpus Sallujlius, 
Illyricum to P. Vatinius, Syria to j^. Cornificius^ and Spain 
to £K CaJJius Longinits ; fb that the abfolute authority of 
Ctffar feemed to be equally elrablifhed in the capital and in 
Cheilitis the moft diftant provinces. In Syria indeed his power was 
BuTusr*/- difputed by one C<scilius Bajfus, who created great diforders 
J ei in that province. He was a Roman knight, and had fought 

dtjiurhan- on p om p e y 9 s fi<J e in the battle of Pharj'alia. After that over- 
ly n b ^ throw he fled to Tyre, and there, pretending to be a merchant, 

underhand engaged in his party many who had been favourers 
of Pompey, and even fome of the Roman foldiers who were 
fent thither to garifon the city. Whereupon being at length 
taken notice of by Sextus Ctsfar, whom the dictator had ap- 
pointed governor of that province, as he haftcned northward 
again ft Pharnaces, he Was fummoned to appear before him, 
and give an account of his proceedings. Baffus, without be- 
traying the lcafr. fear, told the governor, that he was raifing 
voluntiers, and making other preparations with no other de- 
flgn but foaflift Mi tbri dates of Pergamus in the reduction of 
the kingdom of Pergamus, which had been given him by Ca- 
f<ir % Sextus believing him, he was difmifled, and no more 
taken notice of, till having got together a confiderablc number 
of con fpira tors, he feized on the city of Tyre, giving out, 
that Cafar was killed in Africa, and that thereupon he was 

appointed 
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appointed by the fenate prefldentof Syria. By this impofture 
he increafed his forces fo as to be able to take the field, and enr 
gage Ctsfar \ but he was intirely defeated, and forced to take 
fhelter in Tyre. There he continued inactive, till the many 
wounds he had received in the battle were cured -> and then 
by his emiflarics ftirred up the troops under the command of 
Cafar y who was given to all manner of lewdnefs, to re- g extus 
bel againlt their leader and murder him. Upon his death, the Caefar 
troops which he commanded joined Bajfus, excepting a fm all governor 6f 
body that retired into Cilicia. Bajfus feeing himfelf again at Sy r i a mU r- 
the head of a confiderable army, marched ftraight to Apamea, dered by 
and feizing that city, fortified it, and made it the place of his bis ouun 
refidence, there taking on him the government of the whole men. 
province. But Antijiius Verus putting himfelf- at the head of 
thofe who had retreated into Cilicia^ and drawing to him fe- 
veral others of the Cajarean party in that country, marched 
back with them into Syria. There he was joined by the fons 
of .Antipater with auxiliaries from yudaa, and by feveral of 
the neighbouring princes, who were glad of an opportunity 
to fhew their attachment to the dictator and by that means 
gain his favour. Thus Antijiius was enabled to make head 
againft Bajfus^ and even to drive him .quite out of the field. 
He retreated to Apamea^ w he re he was clofely hefleged by An- 
tijiius j but, as he was a brave foldier and experienced com- 
mander, his adverfary, having fpent the whole fummer before 
the place- without being able to gain any advantage over him, T^evori* 
was forced towards the end of the campaign to raife the fiege 0U J S uefe fi 
and forbear all hoftilities, till he received new fupplies both of °' " a " us « 
men and provifions 2 . 

Cafar, being informed of what paffed in Syria^ immediate- 
ly difpatched Statius Murcus, whom Jofephus through mif- 
take names Marcus ', to fucceed Sextus in the government of 
Syria, appointing him three legions to put an end to that un- 
expected war. Thefe, with the troops which Antijiius com- 
manded, formed a very confiderable army ; fo that Bajfus 
was again obliged to fhut himfelf up in Apamea y the fiege of 
which place was renewed by the united forces of Marcus and 
Antijiius. During the fiege, both fides folicited the afliftance 
of the neighbouring princes and ftates. Aicatidoniua, an /t- 
rabian king, being on this occafion fent to both by Bajfus and 
Murcus, came with all his forces, and placing himfelf be- 

* Dio. I. xlvii. Li bo apud Ap p ian. de bell, civil. 1. iii. Epit, 

Liv. l. cxiv. Jose p 11 . antiq. 1. xiv. c 17. & de bell. Judaico, 1. 
i. c. 8 
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tween Apamea and the camp of the Cafareans, that covered 
the liege, offered his affiftance, by way of auction, to that 
fide which ihould give moft for it ; and Bajjus having bid 
higheft, he immediately joined him. At the fame time Pa- 
corus came to his affiftance at the head of a numerous body of 
Parthian s ; which two reinforcements added fuch ftrength to 
the befieged, that the Cafareans were again forced to raife 
the fiege, and leave Bajjus mafter of the field a . Hereupon 
the dictator fent orders to j§>. Marti us Crijpus governor of 
Bithynia^ to march with the three legions he had under his 
command, to the affiftance of Murcus y and a,t his approach 
Bajfus retired to Apamea , where he was clofely befieged the 
third time, but held out till the death of Car far 9 when he was 
relieved by Cajftus^ who feized on the province of Syria , as 
We fhall relate in the fequel of this hiftory. 
Cacfarr*- While the dictator's lieutenants were thus employed in 

^iT'J*" the ca **' the d ^ ator himfelf, to fhew that nothing efcaped 
kalendar. ^fe care, undertook at Rome the reformation of the Roman 

kalendar, which it belonged to him to. rectify as pontifex 
maximus, an office he had bore long before he was either con- 
ful or dictator. \ This reformation was at this time much 
wanted ; for by reafoa of the faults of the former kalendar the 
feftivals of the Romans and their (olemn days were removed 
by degrees, and put out of their due time, till at laft they came 
to fall in with feafons quite oppofite to thofe of their primitive 
inftitution. The year which the Ramans made ufe of till this 
time confided of twelve lunar months j but twelve lunar 
months falling eleven days fhort of a folar year, it was the 
office of the pontifex maximus with the college of the ponti- 
fices to add fuch intercalations as fhpuld make all even. 
This they ufually did by caftring in an intercalary month every 
two years, which alternatively confided of twenty two and 
twenty three days. This ftiort month is called by Plutarch in 
one place Mercidinus b , and in another Mercidonius c. The 
place ir was allotted in the Roman kalendar was between the 
23d and 24th of February. But the care of this intercalation 
being left to the pontifices, they put in or left out the interca- 
lary month according as they had a mind to prolong or (ho r ten 
the time of the annual magiftrates then in office ; by which 
means great difordcrs crept into the political as well as the 
aftronomical year ; to prevent which Catfar undertook that 

a D10 1. xlvii. Vill, Patircul. I. ii. c. 69. Appian. ibid. 
1. iii. & iv. Cic. ad Attic, 1. xiv.epift. 9. b Plut. in Numa. 

- Id«n in Csef. 
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Reformation, of which the world has had tl*e benefit ever 
fince, and happily completed it (R). 

Yet 

(R) This he did by the following methods ; vfl. He abolifliec}. 
£he lunar year, confiding of twelve lunar months, or three hundred 
and fifty five days, by which the Roman? had hitherto computed, 
their time ; and introduced the ufe of the folar year, confifting of 
the time in which the fun goes through the 'Zodiac, and comes about 
again to the fame point, whence his courfe began. 2d/y, Having^ 
according to the beft observations of thofe times, concluded this re- 
volution to be made in three hundred and fixty five days and fix 
hours , of thefe he made his folar year to confift. $dfy, Thefe three 
hundred and fixty five days he diftributed into twelve artificial, inftead 
pf lunar, months before in ufe, fome of them continuing of thirty one 
days,fome of thirty, and one, that is, February, of twenty eight, ^tbly. 
The fix hours over and above, in four years, making a day, he made 
every fifth year to confift of three hundred and fixty fix days, arid 
this is what we call the Leap Tear. $tbly 9 This day he added be- 
tween the 23d and 24th day of February, in the fame place in the 
Roman kalendar, where formerly the intercalary month Mercidinus 
had been inferted. As this addition was made by putting the latter 
of thofe days, which was called Sextus Kalendas, twice in the ka* 
lendar, the year was thence called by the Latins Annus Bijfextilis, 
the Btffextilt year. But we, inftead of putting the 24th day of 
February twice in the biftextile or leap year, number on the days, 
fo as to make the month confift of twenty nine. 6thly, Cafar be- 
gan this year on the kalends, or firft day of January, becaufe on 
that day the annual magiftrates of Rome entered on their offices. 
ytbly, The firft of January he then fixed to the winter folftice ; but 
it has now over run that time feveral days, by reafon that the Ju- 
lian folar year is eleven minutes longer than the natural folar year. 

To bring this reformation into practice, befides the month 
Mercidinus, which was inferted in February, as ufual, Carfar added 
to this prefent year two months more, which he put in between 
the months of November and December ; fo that this year thereby 
confided of four hundred and forty five days, <vin three hundred 
and fifty five days for the common Roman year, twenty three for 
the month Mercidinus, and fixty feven for the other months added 
between November and December ; fo that this year, which was the 
longed the Romans had ever had, putting their affairs out of their 
ufual order, was called by them the year of confufion. In the fet- 
tling of this point Ctr/ar made ufe of the afuftance of Sojtgenes, an 
aftronomer of Alexandria, for the agronomical calculations, and of 
Flayitss a fcribe, for the forming and digefting of them into a ka- 
kendar, according to the Roman manner, that is, in diftributing the 
days of each month into their kalends, nones and ides and fixing the 
feftivais, and other foiemn times, to the days on which they were 
to be obferved. But the pontine**, who had been the authors of 

the 
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Yet fo commendable and ufeful a work gave offence to 
fomc, who envied his grandeur, and were weary of his power. 
They took occafion from thence to fay, that, after he had 
triumphed over the earth, he had a mind to govern likewife 
in heaven. It is no flrange thing to hear ignorant people 
talk at that rate -> but that Cicero , who had long before tranf- 
lated Aratus, and confequently ought to have been better ac- 
quainted than any with the diforders of the former calculation, 
could be guilty of fuch a weaknefs, is furprifing. Yet the 
orator made the reformation of the kalendar the fubjedi of 
feveral fev ere j efts. As one chanced to fay in his company, 
that the next morning the Lyra would rife, Yes, replied C<- 
cero, by Cjefar's order, infinuating thereby, that the di&ator 
pretended to fubjedt even the celeftial bodies to his power. 
But Cecfar, who knew better than Cicero? what advantages 
"would accrue to pofterity from fo ufeful an undertaking, and 
what glory to himfelf, thought it beneath him to take any no- 
tice of fuch low jefts c. 
The two While Ctefar was thus employed at Rome in works of 
Jens of peace, the two fons of Pompey, having affembled beyond the 
oropey, py renees f uc h Q f their father's party as had efcaped from the 
? a ' battles of Pharfalia and < Thapfus? made themfelves mafters of 

great part of Spain. The Spaniards, who had formerly ferved 
under their father, flocked to them from all parts ; infomuch, 
that theyfoon faw themfelves at the head of a very numerous 
army, compofed partly of Romans, and partly of the natives 
of the country. They had likewife experienced officers, and 
among the reft Labienus, who had learnt the art of war t un- 
der Cceftir himfelf, and had on many occafions given fignat 
proofs both of his courage and the wifdom of his conduct. 

< Plut. in Cic. & Caefare. 

the old confufion, not well underftanding the new computation, in- 
Read of interpofing the leap day after every fourth year in the be- 
ginning of the fifth, put it in after the third in the beginning of 
the fourth, which diforder was continued for thirty fix years fol- 
lowing ; by which means twelve years having been made leap years 
inftead of nine, the error was at length perceived. Hereupon Ju- 
jrujttts, who fucceeded Julius Cafar t to bring matters into the right 
courfe again, ordered, that for the twelve years next enfuing no leap 
year fhould be made j whereby the three fupernumerary days, 
which had been erroneoufly caft in, being again dropped, this way 
of computing has been obferved ever lince without any alteration, 
except that made by Gregory XIII. which we have mentioned 
above. 

Car far 
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C tr far bad indeed, after the conqueft of Africa, difpatched 
firlt Cat us Didius into Spain, to oppofe the progrefs of the 
two young generals in that country, and after him J^. Fabius 
Maximus and jjj. Pedius, two of his lieutenants, with fuch 
a body of troops, as he thought fufficient to keep the Spaniards 
in awe. But the republican party, being favoured by the 
natives, had gained the afcendant over them, made them- 
felves matters of feveral cities, and, obliged the Cafareans to 
fhut themfelves up in their ftrong holds. The dictator's pre*- 
fence was therefore necelTary j and accordingly he refolved to 
go in perfon, and put a flop to their further progrefs. But, Cxfar 
before he left Rome, he affernbled the comitia, and, having chofen con- 
caufcd himfelf to be chofen conful the fourth time, as dictator / a/ 
he appointed M. Mmilius Lepidus, whom the tribes had given/**'** 
him for his collegue, his general of the horfe. AJ1 the infe-J** r * 
rior offices were nlied with his friends and creatures, no one 
daring to oppofe the election of fuch as he thought fit to re- 
commend to the aflembled tribes ; for though he pretended 
to allow them the liberty of chufing whom they pleafed, yet 
to each tribe in particular he wrote in the following terms : 
Casfar recommends fuch a perfon to fuch a tribe, and begs they 
would oblige him jo far as to chufe him. This recommendation 
from Cafar was in reality an order, which no one had 
courage enough todifpute or oppofe ; fo that, all the power 
and authority of the republic being lodged in the hands of fuch 
pcrfons as were in ci rely addicted to him, he had no reafbn to 
apprehend the leaft dinurbance in the capital during his ab- 
fence. Having thus fettled matters, Cafar took his leave of He fets out 
Cleopatra, whom he had invited to Rome, and kept in hisown^ Spain, 
houfe during her abode in that city, and fetting out for 
Spam about the beginning of this year, which was the firft 
Julian year, he arrived in twenty four days in the province of 
Bcetica. There he afTembled what troops were quartered in 
that and the neighbouring provinces, and, putting himfelf at 
their head, marched without lofs of time towards Corduba^ 
hoping to furprize Sextus, the younger of the two Pompeys, 
who was then quartered in that city. But he, having timely 
notice of Cafar' $ arrival and dcflgn, immediately difpatched 
an exprcfs to his brother Cneius, who was then befieging the 
city of Ulla, acquainting him with the danger that threatened 
him, and intreating him to break up the fiege, and haften 
with all his forces to his affiftance. Cneius had reduced the 
place to the lair extiemity, and was then preparing for a gene- 
ral a flau It ; but the unexpected arrival of the dictator, and the 
danger hit brother was in, made him drop the ontcrprize and 

fly 
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Invefts the fly to Corduba. C&far, having upon his arrival attempted in 
city of A- vain to draw him to a battle, decamped in the night, and 
tegua. went to inveft the city of Ategua y about fixteen miles from 

Corduba, which the republican party had made their place of 
arms. Thither Cneius followed him, and incamped on fome 
hills at a fmall diftance from Cajar's intrenchments, with a 
defign to cut off his communication with] the neighbouring 
country, and by that means oblige him to raife the fiege. 
But the dictator, notwithstanding the many and almoft un- 
furmountable difficulties he had to ftruggle with, purfued his 
point with a conftancy and refolution peculiar to himfelf. The 
befieged defended themfeives with incredible bravery ; but be- 
ing at length reduced to the utmoft extremity, the garifon, 
which confifted moftly of Romans* refolved to cut the throats 
of all the inhabitants, fet fire to the city, and attempt by a 
general fally to force the enemy's lines, and retire to Cneius's 
Camp, which was in fight of the city. The cruel maffacre 
was put in execution i but the garifon^ after having atcempt- 
j . ed in vain to make their way through Cafar*s camp, were 
bim/Mf ^ r * ven Dac ^ mto tne town with great flaughter. At length 
J* a tier of ^" Mintitius Flaccus, who commanded in the city and had 
it and o- diftinguiflied himfelf, during the fiege, in a moil: eminent 
ther places manner,* furrendered the place upon honourable terms, anaT 

put Ccefar in poffeffion of the few magaeines which the flames 
had fpared. From Ategua Cafor marched to Burfavolis^ 
which he furprifed, and put great numbers of the inhabitants 
to the fword, for having cruelly mafTacred fuch of their coun- 
trymen as had advifed them to furrender. After the reduc- 
tion of thefe two places, C<*far marched to find out the ene- 
my, and force them to a general engagement. They were 
encamped in the neighbourhood of Ucubis? now Lucubi, ac- 
cording to Mariana^ in the kingdom of Grenade. Cafef* 
pofted himfelf at a fmall diftance from the enemy's camp,* 
which gave occafion to daily fkirmifhes, in one of which 
Cafar's cavalry was put to the rout, and defeated with great 
flaughter. Pompey was fo elated with this advantage, that 
he refolved to put the whole to the iflue of a general action. 
He even wrote to his friends, that Carfar had with him only 
P m raw and unexperienced foldiers, that he apprehended he would 
. ;./. never venture an engagement fo lone as he could avoid itj 

tncamps in & o c ° . T 9 

the plain " ut t * lat ne wou id " n< * means to force him to it. In order 
d/'Munda to tms > ne marched towards the city of Hifpalis* now 

vility and from thence advanced into *he plains of Mun- 

da 
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da (S)., and incamped there. Caejhr was no fooner informed 
of the enemy's motions, than he decamped, and after two C«far/o/ 
days eafy march appeared with his army in the fame, plain kim 
where Pompey was incamped. As the enemy were very tbtt ^ tr - 
impatient to come to an engagement, the very next morn- 
ing they drew up their army by break of day $ but had the 
precaution to .poft themfeives advantageoufly on a rifing 
ground, whereof one fide was defended by the city of Mun- 
da, and the other by a fmall river, which watered the plain, 
and by a marfh ; fo that the enemy could not attack them 
but in front. Cafar Iikewife drew up his troops with great 
art, and, having advanced a little way from his camp, or- 
dered his troops to halt, expediting the enemy would aban- 
don their advantageous poft and come to meet him. But, 
as they did not {tir, Cafar made as if he intended to fortify 
himfelf in that poft, which induced the young general, who 
looked upon this as a fign of fear, to advance Into the plain, 
and attack the enemy before they could fecure themfelves 
with any works. Pompey' s army was by far the moft nume- 
rous ; for it confifted of thirteen legions, fix hundred horfe, 
and an incredible number of auxiliaries, among whom were 
all the forces of Bocchus king of Mauritania y commanded 
by his two fons, both youths of great valour and bravery. 
Ca/arhzd eighty cohorts, three legions, w'jb. the third, the 
fifth, and the tenth, and a body of eight thou, find horfe. As 
the enmy drew near, C&far betrayed a great deal of uneafi- 
nefs and concern, as if he were doubtful of the fuccefs, knowing 
he was to engage men no ways inferior in valour and experience 
to his own, and commanded by officers, who had on many occa- 
fions given fignal proofs of their bravery and conduit. Cneius % 
the elder of the two brothers, was generally looked upon as 
an able commander, and Labienus efteemed fcarce inferior to 
Co-Jar himfelf. However, the dictator, defirous to put an 
end to the civil war, either by his own death or that of h.s 
rivals, gave the fignal for the battle, and fell upon the enemy 
with his ufual vigour and refoiution. At the fuft onfet, which 
was dreadful, the auxiliaries on both fides betook themfclvc. 
to flight, leaving the Romans to decide their quarrel by them- 

(S) The city of Munda is placed by the antient geographers in 
the province of Baetica, about twenty miles from Malaga in an 
agreeable and fruitful plain watered by a fmall river, or rather a 
rivulet. It was in former times a place of great note, bur is ui 

prefent, as Mariana iafoims us, a forry village known by it> amiant 
uame. 

Vol. XIII. r fdvc* 
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The battle felves. Then the legionaries engaged with a fury hardly to 
ofMunda.. be exprefled ; Cos far 9 s men being encouraged by the hopes of 
Year of putting an end to all their labours by this battle, and thofe 
the flood, Q f p 07n p e y exerting themfelves out of neceffity and defpair, 
Before ^ nce n* 10 ** °f them expected no quarter, as having been for- 
Chrift nierly pardoned when defeated under Afranius and Petreius. 
Of Rome" ^ ever was v ^ or 7 niore obftinately difputed. Cesfar's men, 
y 0 $^ 9 who had been always ufed to conquer, found themfelves fo 

vigorously charged by the enemy's legionaries, that they be- 
gan to give ground ; and tho' they did not turn their backs, 
yet it was manifeft that flaame alone kept trrem in their pofts. 
All authors agree, that Cafar had never been in fo great dan- 
ger ; and he himfelf, when he came back to his camp, told 
his friends, that he had often fought for victory, but this was 
the firft time he had ever fought for life. Thinking him- 
Caefar in felf abandoned by fortune, which had hitherto favoured him, 
great dif- he had fome thoughts of (tabbing himfelf with his own fword, 
trefs. and by a voluntary death preventing the difgrace of a defeat. 

But returning foon to himfelf, and concluding it would be more 
to his reputation to fall by the enemy's hand at the head of 
his troops, than, in a fit of defpair, by his own, he di (mount- 
ed from his horfe, and fnatching a buckler from one of his 
legionaries, he threw himfelf, like a man in defpair, into the 
midft of the enemy ; crying out to his men, Are you not a- 
Jhamed to deliver your general into the hands of boys ? At thefe 
words the foldiers of the tenth legion, animated by the ex- 
ample of their general, fell upon the enemy with frefh vi- 
gour, and made a dreadful havoc 1c of them. But, in fpite 
of their utmoft efforts, Pompey's men (rill kept their ground, 
and, tho* greatly fatigued, returned the- charge with equal 
vigour. Then the C&fcireans began to defpair of victory, 
and the dictator, running through the ranks of his difheart- 
ened legionaries, had much ado to keep them together. The 
battle had already 1 ailed from the riling to the fctting of the 
fun, without any confiderable advantage on cither fide. At 
length a mere accident decided the difpute in lavour of the 
dictator. Bogud^ a petty king of Mauritania, of whom we 
have fpoke above, had joined Co-far foon after his arrival in 
Spain with fome fquadrons of Numidian hoi fc ; but in the ve- 
ry beginning of the battle, being terrified at the (houting of 
the foldiers intermingled with groans and the clafliing of their 
arms, lie had abandoned his pod, and retired with the auxilia- 
ries under his command to a riling ground at a fmall diftancc 
from the enemy's camp. There he continued the whole day an 
idle fpe&ator of the battle that was fought in the plain. But to- 
wards 
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wards the evening, partly out of fhame, and partly out of 
compaHion on liis friend Cafar, he refolved to fall upon Pom- 
pey\ camp, and accordingly flew thither with all the forces 
he had with him. Lab'tenu^ apprifed of his defign haftened 
alter him, to the defence of tha camp ; which Ctefar obferving, 
cried to his legionaries, Courage^ felloiv-foldiers^theviclory at 
length is ours ; Labienus files. This artifice had the defired Ca;far 
effect : Cafar's men, believing that Labienus was truly fled, gains the 
made a lair, effort, and charged the wing he commanded fo day by a 
brifldy, that after a mod obftinate difpute they put them to ftratagem* 
flight. Though the enemy's left wing was thus intirely de- forces 
feated, the right, where the elder Pompey commanded, ftill ' eenem J s 
kept their ground for fome time. Pompey , difmounting cam t m 
from his hoi fe, fought on foot like a private man in the 
firft line, till, moft of his legionaries being killed, he was 
forced to fave himfelf by flight from falling into the enemy's 
hands. Part of his troops fled back to their camp, and part 
took (helter in the city of Jldunda. The camp was im- 
mediately attacked 'and taken fword in hand 3 and as for the ci- 
ty, Carfar without lofs of time drew a line cf circumvallation 
round it. Such was the ever-memorable battle of Munda y 
which gave the finiQiing ftroke to the Roman republic, and 
raifed Cafar to the higheft pitch of power and glory, no one 
daring from this time to difpute his authority. This victory was 
gained on the fixteenth of the kalends of Aprils that is, ac- 
cording to our way of counting, on the feventeenth day of 
March^ when the D tony/tan fefHvai, or the Liberation were 
celebrated at Rome (T), the very day, as Plutarch obferves, 

in 

(T) Plutarch tells u?, that this battle was won on the Dionyjtan 
feftival, t»j Ttov Aiovvo-ioiv eofrrv, fays that writer ; which paflages, as 
madam Dacier rightly obferves, moft interpreters have grofly mif- 
taken. The old Latin verfion, fays (he, has it thus : banc <vi3oriam 
obtinuit faturnalibus, this victory was gained on the feftival of Sa- 
turn. The Dhnyfia and Saturnalia were two very different fefti- 
vais. Ochers, who have tranflated it into the modern languages, 
have rendered it by the Jeaft oj the Bacchanals. How could C*- 
far gain a victory on the day of a feftival, which had been abo- 
lifhed a hundred and forty one years before, and fupprefTed 
throughout all Italy by an order of the fenate, on account of its 
abominations as we are informed by Limy (43) ? Plutarcb by the 
Dhnyfia means that feaft which is called by the Romans Liberating 
and ftands in their kalendar againft the 1 7th of March. Liberatia\ 
fays Fffiuj, Libert Fefta, guar apud Gracos dicuntnr Dionyjia. As 

(41) Liv. /. xxxix. 

F 2 hfar 
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in which Pompey the Great four years before had fet out for: 
the war. la this action Pompey loft thirty thoufand men, 
among whom were the famous Labicnus, Attius Varus^ ano! 
three thoufand Roman knights. Seventeen officers of dif- 
tindtion were taken, and ali the enemy's eagles and enfigns 
together with Pompey's lafces which he had afTumed as go- 
vernor of Spain. On Car/ar's fide only a thoufand men 
were killed and five hundred wounded d . 
befieges The battle being over, Cmfar 9 in the firft place* com- 
Munda. pie ted his lines about Munda^ ufing, inftead of earth, the 

dead bodies of the enemy, which covered the whole plain, 
and raifing them up in heaps, fo as to equal the height 
of the walls. • This fight filled Cmfar with horror, who 
thereupon committed the carrying on of the fiege to Fabius 
Maximus, one of his lieutenants, and, having caufed the bo- 
dies of Attius Farus, and Labienits to be honourably interred, 
abandoned the plain of Munda y and marched towards Cordu- 
ba y expecting to find there the heads of the contrary party, 
Tbt elder ^ at * difappeared after the battle. But he was difappoint- 

Porrf ev ec * ' f ' ie e ^ er ^ornpey fled with a hundred and fifty horfe 
f : es to his rrom tre °* Datt ^ e towards his navy, which lay at Car- 

fleet teia, a city about a hundred and feventy miles diftant from 

Corduba. The inhabitants opened their gates to hirn ; but 
were no fooner informed of the fuccefs of the battle at Mun- 
dn, than they fent deputies to C/w/ar, acquainting him, that 
they had fecured Pompey. But, as a good number of the in- 
habitants frill remained in Pompey 9 s intereftj the place was di- 
vided into two factions, which carried their antmofities fo 
fjr as to engage each other in the ftreets, and fill the city 
with blood and flaughtcr. In one of thefe tumultuary actions 
Pompey him felt received feveral wounds ; but having never- 
thelefs, after a warm difpute,' made himfelf mailer of one 
of the gates, he efcaped to his fleet j and, hoifting fail, put 
t«> fca with thirty galleys. But Drdius y who commanded 
C/ztjar's fleet at Gades, upon notice of his weighing anchor, 
immediately put to fea after him, having firft taken on board 
a eonfulcrable body of horfe, as well as foot, in cafe there 

J Plxit. in Carf. Appian. bell. civil. 1. if. Auth. comment, 
de bell. H if pan. 

Liber and Dionyjim are two names of Bacchus, this is what has 
niifled thofc interpreters, and made them believe, though very 
ablurdly, that the feaft, called Lib*ralia t was the fame with the 
Baccbana/ia. Thus far the learned madam Dacier. 

fhould 
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ihould be occafion to purfue the enemy by land. After four 
days fail he came up with their galleys^ and, furprifing 
them, while both the foldiers and mariners were employ- 
ed afhore in procuring necefTary provifions, which they 
had .not had time to take in at Carteia^ he burnt feveral of j%rjjlch is 
them, took the reft, and, by that means, cut off the ene- deftroyed 
my's retreat by fca. Pompey, feeing himfelf thus unexpecl- &y Didius, 
edly deprived of his fleet, endeavoured to fave himfelf by Csefar'jr 
flight crofs the mountains. But as he had been dangeroufly admiral* 
wounded at Carteia in his moulder and left leg, and beiides had 
now the misfortune* as all things feemed to confpire. againft 
him, to put his ancle out of joint, which obliged him to be 
carried in a litter; the enemy's horfe, who had been put on 
board for that particular fervice, foon came up with him. 
Upon their approach the unfortunate Roman^ discovering a Pompey 
caftle on a fteep hill at a fmall diftance, retired thiiher withy*'**** <* 
the few troops that attended him. The Ca far tans ^ under the caftle, 
command of Cefennius Lento^ immediately attacked the place, 
hoping to carry it by aflault, but were repulfed by a £hower 
of darts, and purfued in their retreat with great flaughter. 
Hereupon Didius began to beflege the caftle in a regular man- 
ner, and to draw a line of circurnvallation round it ; which 
fo terrified Pompey's men, that they refolved to quit the 
place, and abandon their leader, who was not in a condition 
to follow them, to the mercy of the enemy. Accordingly Where he 
they made a fally, but were, for the moft part, cut off in h bejieged 
their retreat. Pompey retired with the reft, but not being and ki lied. 
able to keep pace with them, by re?afbn of his wounds; he 
concealed himfelf in a cave, where he was betrayed by fome 
of his own foldiers, and delivered up to the Cafareans, who 
immediately put him to death. Thus perifhed the elder 
Pompey, after having exerted his utmoft efforts to revenge the 
death of his father, and fave his country from impending 
ruin. He had never before cornmarided in chief; but ne- 
verthefefs in this fir ft eflay, as we may call it, performed 
fuch wonders as forced Cavjhr to own, that he had never en- 
countered a more formidable enemy. As for the younger ^he fate of 
brother, fome wi iters tell us, that he was not prefent at the tbeyoungtr 
battle of Munda, but remained in Corduba^ to defend that Pompey. 
important place in cafe of any misfortune j others fay, that he 
retireJ to Corduba alter the action. However that be, he 
was no fooucr acquainted with the melancholy news of the 
defeat of his brother, than he divided what money he had a- 
mong the cavalry who altcndeJ him, and giving out, that he 
Was going to meet Cej'ar 9 aaJ treat with him about an ac- 
commodation 
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commodation, he left the city, fled in difguife to Celtiberia, 
and, joining the banditti of that country, concealed himfelf 
fo welJ, that Cafar cou'd never difcover him e . 
Caefar But to return to Ctefur : the battle being over, and the 

marches to lines about Jldunda completed, he marched to Corduba, which 
Corduba. was defended by a body of troops that had efcaped the 

Haughter, under the command of one Scapula, a zealous re- 
publican. Upon Cafar's approach, Scapula armed all the 
flaves and vagabonds, which were very numerous in that 
great city, and, leaving the thirteenth legion in the place, 
inarched out at 'he head of that undifciplined multitude, and 
poffefTed himfelf of a bridge. As Cafor's army drew near, 
the rabble infulted them, alking them, whether they defigned 
to fly, as if they had been the army defeated. But Casfar? 
not thinking it advifeable to force the poll, defpifed their 
bravadoes, and, taking a long compafs, patted the river with- 
out oppofition, and appeared before Corduba. Hereupon 
Scapula, giving all up for loft, retired into the city, and, 
calling together his friends, gave them a fumptuous enter- 
tainment ; which being ended, he put on his befr. apparel, 
difrributed what money he had among his attendants, and 
then, afcending a funeral pile which he had prepared, he or- 
dered one of his catamites to difpatch him, while another put 
fire to the pile, which foon reduced the body to afhes. Up- 
on Scapula's death, the city was divided into two factions j 
fome were for furrendering, others for ftanding a fiege ; but 
the former prevailing,, deputies were fent to Car/ar y who got 
Makes poffeffion of one of the gates. Hereupon the thirteenth le- 
great g» on 5 which had been always greatly attached to Pompey^ be- 
jftaughter gan to fet fire to the houfes, chufing rather to perifh with the 
of the e*e- city , than fall into the hands of the conqueror. This occa- 
«vy, and fioned a bloody battle between them and the Ca?fareans^ in 
poJftJTes which moft of the legionaries, with about twelve thoufand of 
limfelf fl/the inhabitants, were killed upon the fpot. Carfar, having 
tie place. tnus ma( j Q himfelf matter of Corduba % at that tipe the capital 

of Bcetica, marched from thence to Hi/pa 7/j, now Seville. 
On his march he was met by Cefennius^ who gave him an ac- 
count of the tragical end of the elder Pompey, and at the 
fame time prefented to him the young Roman's head, which, 
fome writers fay he expofed to public view, while o- 



e Auth. bell. Hifpan. Ap p i a n. bell, civil. 1. ii. Vell. Pa- 
te rcu t . 1. ii . Svbt, in Julio. Dio.l.xliv. f Auth. bell. 
Hifpan. c. 6. 
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thers tell us, that he caufed it to be honourably interred «. As 
he drew near Hif pa/is, he was met by depu ies from the city, 
who acquainted him with the diviiions that reigned in the 
place, and intreated him to fend with them a detichment and 
an experienced commander, to keep the adverfe party in awe. 
Gafar readily complied with their requeft, and granted them 
Caninius Rebilhis with fome manipuli, who entered the town 1 ? ais 
without oppofitlon. But, in the mean time, Pompey's friends Q^iareaii 
privately difpatched one Philo^ a zealous aflerter of their par- sar jr 0Um 
ty, into Lufttania, where he was well known, to beg af- 
lift an ce of Ctecilius Niger, who ill fupported Pompey's in- 
tereft: there at the head of a confiderable number of the na- 
tives. Philo foon returned with a numerous body of Lufe- 
tanians, and, being let into the city in the night, fell unex- 
pectedly on the Ccefareansy and cut them all off to a man. 
Hereupon Ccefar immediately invefted the town ; but, in 
drawing the lines of circumvallation, left feveral open 
places for the Lujitanians to make their efcape, left defpair 
Ihould prompt them to fet fire to the houfes, and demolifh 
the walls. At the fame time he placed fquadrons of horfe 
on all the roads that led from the city, ordering them to con- 
ceal themfelves till the Lujitanians appeared, and then, falling 
upon them, give them no quarter. They held out a long 
time with great obftinacy and refblution ; but at length made 
a fally, and got fafe beyond Cafar's lines through the paf- 
1 ages that had been left open for that purpofc. But while 
they thought themfelves out of danger, they were all on a 
fudden attacked by the Cafarean cavalry, and put to the 
fword, not one of them efcaping the general (laughter. &e- q x ( zt 
far, having thus recovered Hifpalis, marched towards AJla rgeowrs 
(U), the inhabitants of which city fent embafTadors to meet Hifpalis. 
him, and deliver him the keys of their town. There he re- 
ceived the melancholy news of the death of Dldius his ad- 
miral, who had diftinguifhed himfelf on all occafions in a 
very eminent manner. After he had deftroyed Pompey's fleet, 

* Appian. bell, civil. 1. ii. 



(U ) AJla, which Pliny honours with the title of Rcgia, was 
about fixteen miles diftance from Gadcs t according to Antoninus** 
itinerary, and fituated on the ocean. This city is mentioned by 
Pompaiiius Mela, and alfo by Ptolemy. Martin lie Roa is of opi- 
nion, that it ltood where the prefent city of Xtres della Fronte- 
ra rtands ; but others pretend to difcovcr its ruins between Xeres 
and Tribuxtna, 

a* 
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as we hav« related above, he caufed his veflels ' to be hauled 
on fli ore to be refitted, and, in the mean time, retired to a 
neighbouring caftle, where he was unexpectedly attacked by 
a body of Lufitanians^ who had efcaped from the battle of 
Adunda. The Roman admiral defended the place with great 
W< Jleet bravery ; but the Lufitamans having fet fire to his (hips, he 
ofDidias a fally, and marched in good order to the fea-fide, hop- 

***d ing to repulfe the enemy,, and prefer ve his navy. While his 
beAilied. mcn were bufy in extinguishing the flames, a body of Lu- 

JitanianS) who had concealed themfelves among the hufhes, 
flarting up, attacked him in the rear, and cut off his re- 
treat to the cattle, while two other numerous bodies fell upon 
him, the one in flank, the other in front. Didius* thus in- 
verted on all fides, behaved with fignal bravery 5 but was, in 
fpite of his nemo ft efforts, overpowered, and, with moft of 
his men, cut in pieces. Cafar's concern tor the lofs of fo 
brave an officer was, in great meafure, allayed by the agree- 
able news he received at the fame time of the furrender of 
Munda, after a long and clofe fiege. When the befieged faw 
themfelves reduced to the utmoft extremity, they deferted in 
great numbers to Cafar 9 by whom they were kindly receiv- 
ed, and incorporated among his troops* But, before they 
< came over, it was agreed between them and their friends in 

7 the city, that, upon a certain fignal, the latter fhould make 

a vigorous faliy 9 while the defer ters did what execution they 
could in the c^mp. This plot being very feafonably difcovered 
the night before it was to be put in execution, the private men 
were, by Fabius's orders, decimated, and all the officers exe- 
cuted without diftin&ion. Soon after the befieged made a 
fally, with a defign to force their way through the enemy's 
works j but moil of them having loft their lives in the ac- 
Munda tempt, Fabius at length carried the place by aflault. From 
taken. Munda he matched ifcraighr to Urfaon, a place equally for- 
tified by art and nature, laid liege to it, and oblrged the in- 
slndXJv* habitants to receive the yoke, after they had for fume time 
(aon. defended the place with incredible bravery. And now &e- 

y^r, having reduced all the places which had declaied for 
Fowpey, and exacTtcd immenfe contributions from the Spani- 
ard* under pretence of punching their rebellion, retired to 
Hijpuiis ; whence, to give new marks of his cftecm for 
Cicero^ he wrote a conlblatruy letter to him On occuiion 
of the dcaMi of his beloved daughter c TuUia % who died -it 
Rome in childbed, while her hit (band P. Cjrncllns Dcla- 
heila was attending Co: far in Spain. This letter, as appears 
from Cicero'* works, was wrote the day before the. kalends 
<jf Aioy \ and a few d.iys after Gafttr left HlfpalU^ and 

marched 
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marched with the bcft part of his army to New Carthage ; 
where he was met by deputies from rnoft cities of Spain , with 
whom he fettled the affairs of the two Spanijh provinces, and 
then imbarqued for Rome, having rimmed in feven months an 
expedition, which few generals would have completed in as 
many years h . 

C<efar reached Rome in the beginning of Ottober^ and en- Ca?far r/- 
tered the city in triumph, which difpleafed the Romans be- turns to 
yond any thing he had yet done. They could not brook his Rome, 
triumphing over the calamities of his country, and his re- ^. 
joicing for an advantage, which he ought rather to have dc- "^u^f 
plored, and for which no better apology could be made, than^-^ 
that he was abfolutely compelled to it. What made his tri- n oinan ^ 
umph lookftill more diftafteful was, that he had never before 
acquainted the fenate by any letter or exprefs of the victories 
he had obtained in the courfe of the civil wars ; but feemed 
rather to be alhamed of the action, than to claim any glory 
that might arife to him from it. Ceefar, not contented with 
having triumphed himfelf, beftowed the fame honour on two 
of his lieutenants, Fablus Maximus and j^>. Pedius, but 
with this difference, that the representations of th e ci- 
ties, rivers, csV. carried before Caspar, were of ivory 5 where- 
as thofe that were made ufe of in the triumphs of his lieute- 
nants were of the common wood ; which made a humorous 
Greek, by name Chryftppus? fay, by way of raillery, that the 
ftatues carried before Fabius znd Pedius were only the cafes of 
thofe which Ceefar had difplayed in his triumph 1 , However, 
the R$mans 9 taking the fame lide with fortune, began to heap 
new honours upon the conqueror, and thofe greater than any 
they had yet beftowed. Cicero indeed propofed in the fenate 
the conferring of fuch honours on him, as were in fome men- 
furc within the bounds of modefty ; but others, Arriving who 
fhould deferve rnoft, carried them fo high, that they made 
Cafar odious even to the rnoft indifferent and moderate fort 
of men. They made him dictator for life, fuhjected all ma* r 
giftrates, even the tribunes of the people, to his power, de- J^^ r 
creed, that he alone (hould levy troops, command armies, de-^y^ 
clare war, make peace* take charge of the public money, and l/d 
that all inferior magiftrates mould oblige themfelves by oath 
to obferve whatever decrees he mould think fit to enact, A- 
mong other titles, that of tmperator was given him, not in And i 
that fenfe in which it had been formerly beftowed on gene- ratorc 

empei 

h Auth. bell. Hifpan. Dio. Vk ll. Pathrcu l. ibid. Cic. ad 
Atticum, 1. xiii. epifl. 20. 1 Dio. 1. xliii. Appiam. ibid. 
Qu i NT 1 li an. 1. vi.e. 4. Plvt. in Caef. 
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ral<? after fome fiy;nal victory, but as ft imported tlic treated 
power aiui a:rhority in the commonwealth. Fioui h;.n v.- s 
derived rhe n ime of imperator or emperor, and likcw.fe that 
of Ccrjar to his fuccefTors ; anJ this was the hi jjjnii tu r > of the 
imperial ftate of Rome, though it was not feltii d till fi.mc 
years after. His enemies are thought to have )ud f "nme Oiu re 
in the extraordinary honout s conferred on him, as well as his 
flatterers, fince they took from thence an opportunity or" ca- 
lumniating him, and alienating from him the min is of Kch as 
were friends to the ancient form of government. On the 
other hand, Cafar made it his whole ftrudy to gain the utFccti« 
Hiscie- ons even of his molt inveterate enemies. He not on!v par- 
mency and doned all thofe who had borne arms again ft him, hut on ftre- 
obliging rJofthembefrowed honoursand offices ; infomuch, that hot in he 
behaviour, fenate and people, to teftify their gratitude to him for the 

mild ufe he made of his power, decreed a tenipL* to cle- 
mency. As the people Mill retained an affection for Pampcy* 
he ordered all the ftatues of that great man, which had been 
thrown down, to be fet up again ; upon which Cicero fa id, 
that by railing Pomprys ftatues he had fixed his own. To 
gain the confidence of the fenate and the republican "pq it y, 
contrary to the advice of his bed friends, he di (miffed igis 
guards, faying, it was better to fuffer death once, than to live 
always in fear of it. As he looked upon the affections of the 
people as his beft and furcft guard, he did all that lay in his 
power to oblige them, entertaining them frequently with 
public feafts and (hows, and distributing corn among the poor- 
er fort of people. To gratify his army, he fent out colonies 
to fevcral places, of which the mod remarkable vck Car- 
thage and Corinth (W J. As for the nobility, he attached mod 
of them to his intercft by railing them to the chief offices in 
the (rate, and trufting them with the government of the ma- 
ny provinces that were then fubjeft to Rome. In flhort, he 
ingratiated himfclf with all orders of men, by his gentle 
deportment and winning behaviour, fo as to work in them a 
chearful mid willing fubrniflion. Though he had been in- 
verted with the confular dignity for ten years, yet he named 
others to that eminent poll in the republic, appointing J*). 
Ftiliui Max I 'nut s and C. Trebovius confuls for the remaining 
part of tha: year. N.iy, he carried his pretended obfervance of 
the ancient cufloms yrv.l laws fo f.tr, that the conful Fuhius 
AJjximus happening to die fudJenly on the very day before 

(W) It may he fa id, there wa« fomething Angular in the fate of 
thefj tv*'0 ci'ics ; for a? they had been both dclTroyed at the fame 
time, fo were they now at the fame time rebuilt and repeopled. 

the 
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the expiration of his ofnce, he named Caninius Rebilius to be 

consul for the rem lining hour*: on!v, that is, till fix in the e- 

venhui when the Lik-nJ-j Mf " y»..uary began. As the Romans 

\v ie an h.rteninrr tu \ : their con.pliments, as was ufual, to 

th~ new ci nfui, JLrt wake hajle, faid, Cicero, by wayofrail- 

lei v, .W he he go . -' out cfi ■ r/? i'e Lefort wr get to his hcufe (X). 

Ah ine dichum i..»d m..n\ nhnds to gratify, he increafed the Increafes 

p .r t.rs to lixietn, ami the qujeftors? to forty ; he created fix the num- 

n> *% .t't.lcs, ami increafed the number of the other curule ma- her of the 

giihacts in proportion. But as theie Hill remained many un- magif- 

rewatded, who had feived him with great fidelity, he allotted trates and 

them places in thefenate, by which means thenu mber of thz f enat9rs ~ 
fenators rofe from three hundred to nine hundred. This gave 
gn at offence to the coufcript fatheis; the more, becaufe among 
th >ie, wh<>m tlie dictator raifed to that high Itation, were ma- 
ny common foluieis, fons of fieed-men, foreigners lately ad- 
mitted to the Roman citize nfhip, Gauls, Spaniards, &c. Ces- 
Jar having; thus debafed the fenate, began to look upon them 
with contempt, and confider them no otherwife than his vaflals 
and creatures. Of this he gave not long alter a fignal in- 
{tance. The fenate, having paffed a decree, conferring on 
him ibme extravagant honours, went in a body to prefent 
him with it, as he was fi tting on the roftra adminiftering 
juftice. Though the confuls, praetors, and all the curule 
magi ft rates then in Rome attended the fenate, yet the dictator 
received them with all the pride and haughtinefs of a fovereign, 
without fo much as condefcending to rife to them. We are 
told by Plutarch, that he offered to ftand up to the fenate ; 
but that Cornelius Balbus, one of his friends, or rather flat- 
terers, hindered him: Remember, faid he, you are Caefar, and 
fujjcr them to pay you that refpedl ivhicb is clue to your dignity. 
However that be, his carriage offended, not only the confeript He offends 
fathers, but the people too, the latter thinking the affront on the /etiate. 
the fenate equally reflected on the whole republic. Cafar y 
(enable of the faife ftcp he had taken, immediately retired 
home, and caufed a report to be fpread abroad by his emifla- 
ries, that his fitting had been caufed by the diftcmper to 
which he was fubjecTr., viz. the faliing-ficknefs, which, he faid, 
diicompofed the l(zi\(cs of thofe who were affedted with it, if 

(X) There was no end of Cicero's witticifms on that occafion ; 
ire have bad a <very vigilant conful, faid he ; for he has not Jhut his 
eyes dwhtgthe whole time of his conjulate. Caninius uuets a conjul of 
fnc h Jh ift ncfi and fe*v*rity % that not one among us dined \ J "tipped \ or Jlept 
during hit ccnjtdate. On in in?- has indeed been conjul, but <wc may well 
e*Jk u-:der what conul hi las been :onJitt t 

Lj 2, they 
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they talked much (landing. Not long after he gave a frefli 
occafion of refentment by affronting the tribunes. While 
Cafar was one day fitting in a golden chair upon the roftra, 
to view the ceremony of the lupercalia, Marc Antony , who 
was then Cafar's collegue in the confulfhip, after having run 
up and down the city naked, as was ufual during that folem- 
nity ( Y), came into the forum, and falling down before ( a- 
far, prefented him with a diadem, wreathed with laurel. 
Upon this a fmall (hout was raifed by fome who had been 
placed near the dictator for that purpofe ; bat when Cafar re- 
Jufed it, he was applauded by the whole multitude. Antony 
offered the crown again, and, upon the dictator's fecond re- 
fufal, all, who were prefent, teftified their fatis faction anew 
with loud acclamations. Then Cafar, finding it would not 
take, rofe up, and ordered the crown to be carried into the 
capitol, faying, that yupiter alone was king of the Romans. 
Xhe next morning Cafar* s ftatues were found with royal 
diadems on their heads ; but Flavius and Marullus, two tri- 
bunes of the people went prefently, and not only pulled them 
off, but caufed thofe to be apprehended and committed to 
prifon, who the day before had applauded Antony, while he 
attempted to put the royal diadem on Cafar' s head. The 
And t hi P eo P^ e followed their tribunes with loud acclamations, com- 
ftople. paring them to the famous Brutus the founder of the repub- 
lic. This Cafar highly refen ted, difplaced the two tribunes, 
and while he inveighed agarnft them in a public fpeech, he abu- 
fed and ridiculed on that occafion the people, calling them brutl 
ajid Cutncsii that is, hafts and fools (Z.) A few days 

after 

(Y) The lupercalia were, as we have obferved elfewhere, at 
their firft inftitution, peculiar to the fhepherds, and of the fame 
nature with the Arcadian Lycaa. The young patricians, and fome 
of the magiftrates, ufed to run that day up and down the city nak- 
ed, ftriking all they met with leathern thongs by way of fport- 
Women of the firft rank placed themfclves in the way, and held 
out their hands to the lafh, out of an opinion, that it procured an 
eafy labour to thofe who were with child, and made thofe conceive 
who were barren. 

(Z) The Cumtei, as madam Dacier obferves, were noted for their 

ftupidity ; crxovflYiTat $ ik a«*crOitr'uxv *) K.t/ju.i}, Cum a? is Jiupid to a pro- 

*verb % fays Sirabo (44) j and he gives us thefc reafons for it. The 
firft, that they were three hundred year* before they thought of 
laying a duty on merchandize imported into their harbours and be- 



(44) Straboj /. xiii. 
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after, as he was returning from Alba to Rome 9 fome of his 
friends faluted him, as he entered the city, by the title of 
king ; but he, finding the people difrelifhed it, feemcd to> 
refent it himfelf, and anfwered aloud, My title is Caefar, not 
king. This affectation of being king gave the common people 
the firft occahon to quarrel with him, and proved a fpecious 
pretence, for thofe who had been his fecret enemies all along, 
to confpire againft him. The zealous republicans, detefting A con/pi* 
his ambition, began to form private cabals, and confult among ram for- 
themfelves about the proper meafures lor delivering Rome 
from the yoke Ihe groaned under. The chief of the confpi- &**nfi him, 
rators was C. CaJJius^ a. fincere friend to his country, and at 
the fame time an enemy to Cesfar on a private account, the 
dictator having a few months before Heftowed the fir ft and 
moft honourable prsetorfhip on Brutus? tuough he could not 
help owning, that CaJJius had the beft claim to it. CaJJius 
therefore, partly out of zeal for the good of his country, and 
partly out of a fpirit of revenge, formed rirft with himfelf the 
plan of the confpiracy, and then imparted it to a few, whom 
he knew to be fecret enemies both tr> the tyrant and tyranny. 
As Brutus was highly efteemcd both by the people and fenate^ 
CaJJius looked upon him as the mod proper perfon for carry- 
ing on the confpiracy. He was thought to be defcended by 
his. father's fide from the famous Junius Brutus? who drove 
out the Tar quins fA), and by his mother's fide from the Ser- 

viliii 

fore they found that they inhabited a maritime city. The fccond, 
that having mortgaged rheir porticoes for a certain furn of money, 
and failing to pay it at the time named in the contract, their cre- 
ditors would not allow them to walk under them. But when the 
rains began to fall, thofe.creditors, being touched with companion, 
caufed it to be publifhed, that the Cumtcans might, if theypleafed, 
take fhelter under their own porticoes ; which gave occafion to this 

raillery, The Cumaeans had not the Jenfe to know that they had a right 
to ft and under their own porticoes, when it rained 'i/J they were informed 
of it by the voice of the crier. 

(A) Dionyfius of Halicamajfus and Dion CaJJius afTure us, that 
Marcus Brutus was not dexended from tne famous Junius Brutus. 
The J union family was, according to them, divided into two 
branches, the one patrician, the other p.cbeian The former en- 
ded in Brutus himfelf, after he had faenficed hi* two fons to the 
fafetyof his country. The other flout ifhed many ages after, and 
furnifhed Rome with many hcroe*, among the rcH with Marcus 
Sru tu$ , of whom we arc (peaking in this place. As he bore the lame 
name with the lirft confu I, and was of the tame farm y, the common 
people believed him to be defcended front the full Brutus. Piu- 

tat* h 
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villi, one of the nioft illuftrious families nf Rc:ne ; but wnat, 
in Plutarch** opinion, wa-» m^rc than all ihe re it , he was 
both nepi w w and foil in-law to C.jto of L ti;a. He wa.N a 
m >ft /:* ilous rep iblican, i id full/ convince that the v.om- 
iTi'j.*.~ vcili h could be no longer maintained v V hout t he death of 
t Jiv. oiwtaior. -Bo! the l.uin-i is and favours lie had received at 
CV/'/r's hands rcit rained hn.i .:om ulm.r violent meafures. 
He had not only been pardoned htmfeif, jo ! obtained toe fame 
guce lor many of his friend., after the bau.e of P barf alia ; 
but was one in who.n Ctejnr ha J a particular confidence. lie- 
had at that time the molt honourable praetorfhip, w:s n. nied 
fo r the confullhip four years after, and deiigned in all appear- 
ance by C re far for his fucccflor. For being once aciuicd as 
engaged in a confpiracy agaiidt him, Co: far would not hear- 
ken to the accufation, faving, that Brutus was not fo ambi- 
tious, but he could wait with patience till he was taken off 
Cafiius en- by a natural death. Cajjius therefore, who had already 
dea<vours formed the deflgn of afTafiinatwig Cafar* being on one hand 
to draw defirous of drawing into the plot a man of fo great credit as 
£ UtUb ' n m f0 Brutus ; but on the other not daring to difcourfe the matter 
econjpi- w j L h j 4 ; m 0 p C nly, laid in the night time papers about his chair, 
^' where he ufed to fit as prcstor and determine caufes, with 

fentences to this import ; You are ajlcep % Brutus ; you ore no 
longer Brutus ; and under the fratue of the famous Junius 
Brutus he wrote the following words - y Would to heaven thou 
vjert alive j cr fome of thy def*.:mUhts rejetnblcd thee. Cajjius* 
perceiving that thefe fentences made a deep impreffion on his 
mind, firft employed his wife Junia* who was fifter to Bru- 
tus* to revive in the breaft of her brother thofe generous fen- 
timents, which were peculiar to their family ; and afterwards 
refolvcd at all adventures to difcovcr to him his defign, not 
doubting hut he fhould be able to diaw one into the plot, 
who, though he did not hate the tyrant, was a declared enemy 
to tyranny. Accordingly, as the fenate was to meet a few 
days after in order to ctiiberatc, as was faid, about giving 
Cafur the title of king, Cajjtus^ took this occafion to pay a 



t&rch himfelf, upon the authority of Pojidonius the philofophcr, 
was of the fame opinion, and wil! have Brutui to be Ipiungfrom 
a third fon ot Junius Brutus, who was but a child, when his two 
brothers were executed by thetr father's command. Some wri- 
ters, the more to debate Brutus who acled a chief part in 
the confpiracy, pretend, that he was come of a mean family, which 
had been railed to honours and offices in the republic but a few 
years before. 

vifit 
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visit to Brutus * and afk him whether he defiance! to he pre- 
Knt in the fen U: on the kulcn<;- of A-Lircb, when l?«/.*-*S 
hiiiiUs v\«.rj to propole Luc l 1 Kim the title or King; 

Hrutus anfocred, that lie dt finned to at, lent himfclf that dav. 
But jhppofe you arc called thithtr,' 11 . \- •! (? T ! ?en, f^id 

Jjnitus, / jhcuid thir.k it v.\ duty t'j jjiak and ufe ?ny utmjft 
endeavours arainft fuch uniuurraul^l ' !» :£C£ ling* * ?:a\, and to 
dye rather than out Hue the liberty of my country. jfb ! revived <-afiin e s 
Cajfius, what generous Roman would fuffcr von to die Jl>* his fP'tcb to 
liberty ? You are not acquainted zuith yiuiftlf* B'trus, if \cu ^ r utus. 
imagine, that tbofe papers, which were tbruv.n into your tri- 
f>u:al 9 came from any but t' e mojl illvjli hits ord bt ave/i men of 
Rome. From other pra tors they der/t ir.d games, /how <s, gla- 
diator &c. hut from you, whefe very name is dreadful to 
tyrants* they exp ^ the ruin and downfal cf arbitrary power, 
b*i':g 1 eady to expofe thcmfelvcs to the utmoji daggers in ex- 
peclation of your au/picious aid. Thefe words made fuch 
a deep imprcfllon on Brutus* that, notwithftanding the 
many favours he had received at the dictator's hands, he en- 
tered into all C.ifjius'% meafiircs, and from that time took upon Brutus 
himfetf the whole management of the confpiracy. The name takes upon 
of Brutus foon engaged a great many illuftrious citizens in him the 
the confpiracy, among whom were C. Trebonius* Servius chief ?na- 
Su/picius Galba* the two Serviltus Cafcas , Publius Onus* De- n*g**nent 
cimus Brutus Alhinus * Tullius Cimhr, and Lucius Minucius °f fI ?c con- 
Ba alius. Thcfe had all ferved un ' tr Cafar from the very Jp irac y* 
beginning of the civil wars, and were looked upon by him 
as his mofr t nifty friends. It was more eafy to draw into trie 
confpiracy thole who had always fhewn an utter averfion to 

Cafar** ufurpation. Among thefe were Af. fundus Brutus*, 
L. Cajfxus, brother to C. Caffius, Cn, Domitius Ahenobar- 
bus, P. Turullius, C. Attihus, L. Petronius, C. Corne- 
lius Ctnna, C<ijf\us Parmcfis, L. and C. Card /i us, Rubri- 
us Ruga, M. $ purl us* P. Scxtius Nafo* Pontius Aquila y 
Antijliui Labeo, and many others, to the number of iixty, 
whofe names have not br.en tranfmitteJ to us. As for Cicero y 
though he was known to be at the bottom a zealous repub- 
lican, yet as he was naturally timorous, and greatly addicted 
to Cafar, who had heaped innumerable favours upon him, 
Brutus, did not think it advifeahlc to truit him with the fe- 
cret. Tire confpirators would fain have engaged the famous 
Statilius, who affetSted to imitate Cato, and would have laid 
violent hands on himfelf after the defeat of Powpey's party in 
Africa % had he not been prevented by Apollonidcs and Dews- 
(rius* as wj have 1 elated above. Brutus in order to difcover 

hie 
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his true lentiments, afked him in a private converfation, 
which of the two evils was the greateft ? To bear tamely 
the yoke of a tyrant + or to run the rijque of a civil war by 
Brutus en- Jhaking it off? To this queftion Statilius anfwe red without 
deexvours h«fitation, that he had rather patiently fuffer the oppreffions 
pt vain to of an arbitrary mafter, than the cruelties and diforders which 
fmgaveStA- generally attend civil diffenfions. Brutus likewise endeavoured 
xv w . and to engage in the confpiracy Favonius, a philofopher of great 
FavQniys. rC p U tatioo, and, in order to found him, propofed the fame 

que Hi an to him, when Favonius declared, that, in his opi- 
nion, a civil war was worfe than the moft unjuft tyranny. 
Upon this, Brutus gave over all thoughts of gaining Statilius 
and Fuvonius, In the mean time, Cafar's enemies made it their 
wh >ie t.ufinefs to ftir up the common people againft him, by 
fprending among the multitude a thoufand falfe reports, wz, 
that he defigned to fix the feat of his empire into Egypt or 
Phrygia^ and to tranfport thither all the riches oF Italy, aban- 
don.; ig Rjitiie to the mercy of his creatures and favourites. 
Cafar y in hearing thefe ground lefs reports, began to fufpecEt, 
that fome plot was privately carrying on againft him ; his 
friends believing that Marc Antony and Dolabella were con- 
cerned in it, advifed him not to truft them, but to be upon 
his guard and watch them narrowly. Ceefar anfwered, that 
he was not afraid of thofe plump jolly fellows, but rather of 
pale lean men, fuch as CaJJius and Brutus. However, as ho 
tooeafily gave credit to his flatterers, among whoin were fome 
of the confpirators, telling him, that, after he had put an encj 
to the civil war, the commonwealth was more concerned than 
himfelf in his prefer vation, he neglected the neceflary pre- 
cautions for his fafety, and was more intent on making the 
due preparations for putting in execution the vaft defigns he 
had formed, than in guarding himfelf againft the attempts of 
CaefarV his domeftiq enemies. For he had refolved to make war upon 
waft de* the Parthiansy and, after having revenged the death of Crajfus 
Jig'**. and the Romans flain with him at the battle of Carrba* to 

pafs through Hyrcania, thence to march by the Cafpian fea 
to mount CaucafuSy till he came into Scythia ; then to over- 
run all the countries between Scythia and Germany , and Ger- 
many itfelf ; whence he defigned to return through Gaul intp 
Italy , defer ibing the fpacious circle of his intended empire, 
and bounding it on every fide by the fea. He had already or- 
dered fixteen legions and ten thoufand horfe to march towards 
BrundufiuMj and was himfelf to follow them in a few days. 
But his friends, who were defirous to fee him honour e4 
with the title of Icing before he (eft Rome* gave out, that the 

books 



Chap. 13. The Roman Hi/lory. 

books of the Sibyls declared, that the Part b tans could never 

be overcome by the Romans y unleis they fought under the 

conduct of a king:. Aurehus Coita^ one or C* Jar's creatures, 

who had the faered volumes in his keeping;, was to make this 

repot t o;;t of them to the ferrate, and to propofe that C<rjar 

fhou'J t»nly be ft\lcn dictator in Italy, b..t that he fhould be 

acknowledged as king, and take upon him tha' title, with re- 

fpccA to all foreign nations fubject. to the Roman republic. 

The filiate was app >inted to meet for this puipofe on the ides 

of March, and that Jay ; lie confpiratorb fixed upon as ihe 

m it piope: i >r puuing their dcfigu in txecut on, fmce Co: far e conjpi- 

would not fail cornm^ to the fenate on fuch an occalion, and ^Yheides 

it wis fafer to fall upon him there, mo ft of the fLnitors be- /* n/r« „u 

. 1 • , , , of M ai ch 

ing pnvatcly enemies 10 nun, tuau in any other place, where y or putting 
the populace might divert the blow. All the antient hiitori- their de/ign 
ans .ire full of prodigies and apparitions, which, in their o- in execution 
pinion, were manifeft prLfagcsoi Cafor's tragical death. They 
tell us, that men were feen in the air all on fire, encounter- 
ing each other ; that a prodigious flame feemed to ifiue fiom 
the hand of a foldier's fervant, infomuch, that thofe who faw 
it thought he muff be burnt, but neverthelefs lie received no 
hurt ; that as Cajar was facrificing, the vidtim was found 
v/ithout a heart; that Spurina, a umous augur, bid him be- 
ware of the ides of March, for that lie was then threatened 
with fome great danger. They add, that when the day was 
come, Ccsfar, as he Went to the ienate, meeting the augur, 
faid to him by way of raillery, The ides of March are co?nc. 
*Thcy are come, anfwered calmly the augur, but they are not 
pofi. The night before the plot was put in execution, he 
fupped with M. Lcpidus ; and the difcouife turning upon 
the kind of death which feemed bed:, Cerfar, bufy as lie was 
in figning fome letters, before any of the company had time 
to deliver his opinion, cried out, Of all deaths a fuel den one 
is the be/?. After fupper he retiied to his own houfe, where 
both he and his wife Calpur/iia palled the night in ureat care 
and uncafincfs. He was fcaive fallen aflecp, when the doors 
and windows of the apartment where he lay flew open. Be- Several 
ing ftartlcd at the noife and the light, which broke all on a prod: pin 
fudden into his room, he fat up in his bed, when by the moon- preceding 
fliine he perceived Qalpurnia fa ft: a deep, but heard her utter Cail'.u's 
in her dream foma in 11 t:cul itc word* mixed with groans. Aeatb. 
She dreamt at that time, that the pinnacle (B), which the fe- 



nate 



(U) The pinnacle, r.s madam Daeier obferves, was a fort of or- 
nament ufuaiiy placed on the top of temples. The Gtufu cal. ic 
Vol. XIII. ii 
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natc had allowed to be raifed on C&far's houfe, by way of or- 
nament and grandeur, was fallen down ; and alfo fancied t 
that £he was weeping over Cesfar^ and holding him all covered 
over wiilj wounds and blood in her arms. When it was day* 
fhe begged of Cafar that he would not ftir out, but adjourn 
the fenate to another time ; arid that, if he Righted her dreams, 
he would be pleafed to confult the gods by facrifices, and o- 
ther kinds of divination. He complied with her requefi j fa- 
crifices were offered early in the morning ; and 4 according 
to the report of the pricfrs, all the victims proved inaufpici- 
ous. Cccfar was not a man to be eafily intimidated ; he had 
braved death on a thoufand occafions, and gained many vic- 
tories, among the reft that of Munda^ when the aufpices 
threatened him with utter deflru£tion. But, however, as he 
had never before difcovored in Calpurnia any kind of fuper- 
ftition he now began to look upon her fears and apprehenfiona 
C far/ ^ * n ^P* rat * ons fr*>m heaven, and forebodings, which ought 
larmed. not a * wav5 to ^ e negledted. As Marc Antdny was then with 

him, being come, according to his cuftom, early in the morn- 
ing, to attend his levee, he had fome thoughts of fending him 
with orders to the fenate not to aflemble that day. But as 
molt of his troops were already embarqued, and he himfelf 
Was to leave Rome in four days, he could not come to any 
fixed refolution, but remained in fufpence, till the fenate be- 
gan to afiemble in the appointed place, which was a great hall 
built by Pompey near his theatre k - 
The csn- While Carfar was thus deliberating with himfelf, whe- 
fi fancy and t ^ er ne Rio\x\i\ fuffer the fenate to aflemble that day, or ad- 
rntrrpidity j ourn their meeting to another, Brutus Was bufy in adrni* 
^ 3 * niftering juftice in the forum, he being prat of urbanus fof 

the prefent year. We are told, that he heard thofe whd 
pleaded before him, pronounced fentence, and difpatched 
the caufca, that were brought to his tribunal, with as much 



* P l u t . in Csef. & Bruto. Appi a w. bell, civil. K ii. Dio, 
xliv. Suit, in Julio, &c. 

airo? w'iTojfta, and the Latins fojtigiutn.. Private perfbns were not 

allowed roraifefuch ornanuntb on ihe tops of their houfes without 
ihe confrnt of ihe (enate, ivho had the fufterintendency of every 
thinp relating to the public. Thus, as a token of honour, the fe- 
nate jiccoidcd to Poplicola to have the doors of his houfe open 
towards the ftreet iidlcad of opening inwards. The pinnacles were 
commonly adorned with flatucs of the gods, figures of victory, and 
iuch other decorations as were fuituble to the lank ond quality of 

ih©f« to whom thf privilege of ercfliiig thcrn was granted. 

care* 
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care, equity, and application, aj if he had no other bufinefs 
in hand. Though he had taken with him, when he went out 
of his houfe, a dagger, and had it then concealed under 
his robe, with a firm refolution of plunging it into Carfar's 
breaft before he returned home ; yet he did not betray on 
his tribunal the leaft concern, but acquitted himfelf of his of- 
fice with his ufual calmnefs and tranquillity. One, whom he 
had condemned in a certain fum, refufed to pay it, crying 
out, that he appealed to C<efar \ when Brutus cafting his eyes 
©11 the confpirators, C#Jar y faid he, how powerful foever y 
Jball not prevent me from feeing fuch fentences put in execution^ 
as are agreeable to the lazvs of Rome. However, feveral ac- 
cidents intervened, which did not a little terrify Brutus and 
the other confpirators, and had almoft defeated their beft con- 
certed meafures. While Brutus was hearing caufes in the fo- 
rum with his ufual attention and patience, news was brought 
him, that his wife Porcta lay at the point of death. She was 
the daughter of Cato, and the only perfon, not concerned in 
the confpiracy, to whom Brutus had revealed it. He ft rove 
as much as pofiible, when abroad, to keep his uneafinefs of 
mind to himfelf ; but at home, and efpecially in the night- 
time, he was not the fame man, but fometimes all on a Hid- 
den flarted out of his be4, and at other times was fo taken up 
with unquiet thoughts, and fo perplexed in his mind, that 
Porcia concluded, he. haJ fome dangerous and difficult enter- Thecou- 
prife in agitation. As fhe was addicted to the ftudy of phir rage of 
lofophy, fond pf her hufband to a great degree, and full of Porcia, 
courage and prudence, fhe refolved not to enquire into Bru- wife t* 
Sus's fecrets, till fhe had tried whether fhe had courage and re- Brian*, 
folution enough to conceal them even in the midft of torments. 
With this view fhe difmifled all her attendants, and taking 
a knife, gave herfelf a deep gafh in the thigh, which threw 
her into a violent fever. Brutus, who was then at home, 
flew immediately to her apartment, when fhe in the height 
of her paiq addreffed him thus ; " I am, O Brutus, the daugh- 
* c ter of Cato^ and was given to you in marriage, not to par- 
** take only in the common civilities of bed and board, but 
" to bear a fhare in your good, as well as your evil, fortunes. 
** When I look upon you, I find no reafon to repent the 
" much ; but from me, what evidence of my love, what 
* c fat is faction can you receive, if I am not allowed to (hart 
4< with you in bearing your hidden griefs, nor admitted to 
• c any of vour counfcls," that require fecrccy and truft ? I 
** am well apprifed, that women are commonly thought to 
u be of too weak a nature to be truftcd with fcxrets ; but cer- 
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<c tainly, Brutus, a virtuous birth and education, and frc- 
6C quenc converting with men of honour, arc of tome force 
cc to thj forming o! our m mnei s, and the ttrcn^theniog wr our 
« 4 natural weaknefs. L am the daughter of Cato and die wife 
cc of Brutus, in wh : ch two great ricks I did not placs much 

_ _ * ^ _ ^ _ _ _ » a * 



< c confidence, till I tried m>fclf, and found, that even againft 
** crier icfclr anJ pain lam invinci nle. Having thus fpoke, 
fhe lhewed him her wmml, and related to him the trial ihc 
Brutus*///*- bad made of her o vn coii.rancy. Brutus, touched with t Ilis 
covers to affecting fpcech, oml i not help dsfcovering the whole piot to 
her the con- her without r< ("jrv« ; whxii when he had done, he lifted up 
/piracy. his hands to heaven, and '*et»\red the jiTIltance of the gods in 

his enterprife, that he murhr live to 'ie a hufband wor.hy of 
fuch a who as Porcia (C). But with all her refutation, when 
the day came, on wmcn the deftgn was to he put in execution, 
{he was eX'rem -lv ditturbed with the expectation of the event, 
and, not being able to bear the greamefs of her c^res, fhe 
could fcarce keep within doors. Ac every little noife fhe 
heard, fhe ltarted up, an I, running into the ftreet, afked 
thofe who came from the forum, whit Brutus was doing ? 
At length, after having expected a long time, being overcome 
by her fears an I doubts, fhe fell into a fwoon. Whereupon 
her women miking a great outcry, many of the neighbours 
ran to Brutus's houfe to know what was the matter, and the 
report was foou fpread abroad, that Porcia was dying, 
though fhe recovered in a little time, and came to herfelf 
again: This news pierced Brutus' s heart ; yet he was 
not fo carried away by his private grief, as to neglect 
Con/fancy t h e p lim i c concern. He came down immediately from his 

re Ji/ U Cl * ouna U but, inftead of going home, went to Pornpty's 
ttouoj ru- p 0rcn ^ adjoining to the hall, where the fenators were to 
U6 ' aflemble, and there waited with the other confpirators the 

coming of Cafar to the fenate. But, as he did not appear, 
though the day was far fpenr, being detained at home by hi* 
wife and the augurs, they were all under the greateft uncafi- 

(O Valerius Maximush the only author, who fuppofes, that Por> 
eia was acquainted with her hufband' s xlefign before fhe wounded 
herfelf. According to him, Brutus dil covered to her the whole 
plot the night before it was to he put in execution. Whereupon Porcia 
the next mornmg gave herfelf a dangerous wound with a razor; at 
which Brutus being greatly alaimed, Porcia told him, white he was 
exprcfling his concern in the mo!* tender terms, that (he had wound- 
ed herfelf to make a tri i! of her comlancy and cour.ige, being deter- 
mined to lav violent hand , on herfelf, in cafe the fuccefs of his en- 
terprife did not anfwer hia expectation. 

nefs, 
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r.efs, and nfcribed his delay to the difcovery of the plot. They Several 
w s. r e confirmed in their fufpicion by fewral accidents, which ex: c\ dents 
were thrown m their wav bv mere chmce. Vvhiif thev were difturh the 
thus Wailing t./r Casfar, a citizen convng up :o Cajca, one of c 'Wp'*a- 
the coufp:rators, and taking him by the hand, Jsrr* conceale d torim 
faiu he, /tf* jeeret frsm me^ but Brutus /w W'- f'v tvbole. 
At which woiJ«j Cu/ca being greatlv .jjarmcl, the O'.iicr faid, 
{hilling? Jictv came yju , Cafca, /a r/u'? n <7 fudiicn as to 

ft and for the ccdilejh:t> ? Thefe words reit .red, we may fay, 
Cafca to life again ; Kir he looked upon himfclf as loft, and, 
deceived by the ambiguity of the repro-ieh, was upon the point 
of ddcovering the fecicr, in hopes of gnininr h»s friend by that 
means. The fenator P "pi It us La? fas Isaac room for new fuf- 
picions ; for, after having i'al u re<i Butfus and Caffius very 
obligingly, he accoftcd them, and whilpcrcd them fottly in 
the ear ; My v/tfnes are with yon\ may y':ii tuomplijh vjhat 
ycu deftgn *, but I eidz'ife you to ni'ke no delay, for the thig i? 
HjW no fecrct. Having thus fpoke, lie left tl em in the ut- 
mod conftcmntion. Decirnus Brm-s, fin n«ri'.\' Alhinus y 
one in whom de/ar had fuch conruit. nee, th.ir he had made 
him his fecund heir, frciivr no !• f"i aiirmed at thefe woid* 
than the reft of the c mfpiratfirs, relblved to :ro in perfon to 
Carfar's houC, to inform himL t'icrc of wint kept him fo 
long from coining to the ■ :i e. \c< mlmd/, with the ap- 
probation of Brutus am! C.jlus, he flew thither, and being 
immediately admitted into the dictators apartment, he afked 
him with his ufuul familiarity, what kept him fo long from 
appearing in the fenate. Cafur, who looked upon him as 
one of his befl: friends, imparted to him in confidence what 
his wife had dreamed the night be for.*, and what the augurs 
had told him. Hereupon Dcimus, re.irng Ictt he ihould put £) ec { mu$ 
ofF the fenate to another day, and die bulmefs might in the B rutps 
mean time get wind, turned ire* iiJicule both C dpumi.'s prevails 
dreams and the divinations of the foothfayen?, telling CV/c/r, u p or , Ca»- 
that he would he much tn blama, it" lie jzave the fenate fuch fai t-) %o to 
juft grounds to compl.un \ For they a>e, U.id he , met upon the fenate. 
ydur own fummons, and are ready to vole unmvm ufly, that 
you Jhould be declared king cf all the pro rives out of Italy, 
and be allowed to wear a diadem in any other place* Noiu, if 
any one Jhould be fent to tell them, that they mujl break up far 
the prefent, and meet again when Calpurnia /hall chance to 
have better dreamt, what luill your enemies fay ? or who will 
with any patience hear your friends pretending to ju/lify you, 
and maintaining) that thi 's is not an injiance of downright fir- 

vt/ttde on one Jide % and barefaced tyranny on the other? But 

it 
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dorus de- 
i> vers a 



if you are Jo far prepojfeffed with groundlef fears as really 
to think this an unlucky day it will be more decent for you t$ 
go to the fenate yourflf and adjourn it in per/on. Having 
thus fpoke, he took Carfar by the hand, an J dragged him, 
in a manner, out of his boufe. He was not gone far from 
his do^r, when an unknown flave made towards him ; but 
not being able to get near him by reafon of the croud, ha 
went into his houfe, and put himfelf into the hands of Cal~ 
purnia, begging her to fecure him till Ccsfar returned, be- 
caufe he had matters of the utmoft importance to communi- 
Artemi- cace to n ; m> Soon after one A'temido^us^ a native of the 

ifland of Cnidus y by profeffion a rhetorician, and intimately 
acquainted with moft of the confpirators, put into C~efar y \ 
l:J{1t° hand a paper, containing the heads of wiiat he had to difco- 
cun'ainin? ver to m * Artemidorm had o -ferved, that Carfar 9 as he 
the difeo- rec cived any papers, immediately delivered them to fume of 
K3t9 y pftfo h is officers, who attended him ; and therefore coming as near 
ptif. to him as he could, he cried out, Read this y Caefar, quickly ; 

for it contains affairs of the greate/l importance^ and fuch as 
concern you nearly. Some writers tells us, that /f'temidorus^ 
not being able to come near Cafar by reafon of the throng, 
gave thisi note to another, who prefented it to him. How- 
ever that be, Cafar attempted feveral times to read it ; but 
being diverted by the croud of thofc who came tofpeak to him, 
he kept it in his hand by itfelf, till he came into the fenate. 
When he was got to the door of the great hall, where the 
confeript fathers were afTembled, Popilius Lanas^ who, but a 
little before, had vifhed Brutus and CaJJius good fuccefs in 
their unde: talcing, coming up to him, difcourfed a great while 
with him in private, Car/a r (landing ftill all the time, and 
feeming to be very attentive. The confpirators not being 

a 'armed a ^ c t0 near w ^ at ^ e f a 'J» out guefling from what they were 

confeious of, that this conference was a difcovery of their 

treafon, were ftrangely dejected ; and, looking upon one 

another, Lid their hands on the daggers they had concealed 

under their robes, and were drawing them with a defign to 

ftab them fid ves, if the plot was difcovcred ; but judging from; 

Lauas's looks and geltures, which they narrowly watched, 

and from the calm net's an ! u a concern that appeared in Gefar'n 

countenance, that the confniracy was not the fuhjed: of their 

conference, they took courage, and were foon after deli-» 

vred from all their fears. For Lasnas in retiring was ob- 

ferved to kifs , 'a: fur's hand, which wai a plain indication that 

he had been petit i >ni:ig, and not accusing. Cafar having; 

diiiniilbd LtfiaS} entered the hall, where the fen a tors were 

aflemblad. 



The con- 



Chap. 1 3." Roman Ifijlory. 6j 

affjmbled. This was one of the many edifices which Pompey 
had raifed for the ufe of the public j whence Plutarch con- 
cludes, that fome deity guided the action, and brought 
Cccfar thither to revenge upo.i him the death of Pompey. 
Upon Cafar's entering the hall, the fenate flood up in refpeel: 
to him. Of the confpiratdrs, fome ftood behind the chair, The to*- 
which was placed for the dictator in the middle of the hall ; fpiratort 
others went to meet him, pretending to join their prayers croud 
with thofe of Metsllus Cimbtr y in behalf of his brother who round Ca: 
was banifhed. In the mean time, Tt ebonius (D) drew Marc ^ r m ( ' ja 
Antony, who was faithful to Ccsfar and a man of great ftrength A nate ' 
and relblution, towards the door, and entertained him in the ** u l gm 
porch with a long difcourfe contrived for that purpofe. When 
the dictator was feated* the confpirators, crouding round him, 
renewed their fupplications in favour of Cimber's brother, and 
taking him by the hand* kifled it, in appearance, with greje 
refpedt. But the dictator rejected their petition, and upon 
their urging him farther and growing very importunate, he 
firft reprimanded them fevcreiy, and afterwards, Parting up, 
pufhed them from him. Hereupon Cimber, laying hold of 
the dictator's robe with both hands, pulled it off from his 
fhoulders, which was the fignal agreed on to fall upon him. 
In that inftant Servilius Cafca who ftood behind him, drawing Jnd foil 
his dagger, gave him the firft wound in the neck, which was upon him* 
not mortal, nor dangerous, as coming from one, who at the 
beginning of fuch a bold action was probably very much dif- 
turbed 5 fo that his ftrength as well as his courage might fail 
him. Cafar immediately, turning about, fei zed Cafca by the 
hand which held the dagger, born of them crying out at the 
fame time, Crefar in Latin, wicked Cafca, what dojl thou 
mean ? and Cafca calling to his brother in Cj'tek to come and 

CD) Plutarch in the life of C<r/ar tells us, that jlntony was de- 
tained without by Brutus Alb'ntui, and in the life of Brutus, that he 
*vas kept in talk by C. Trebonius, How could he be guilty of Jo 
manifclt a contradiction in the relation of an action fo confider- 
able and notorious ? He was certainly miltaken in the life of 
Cafar % and in that of Brutus hits upon the truth i f:nce all the hif- 
torians, who mention this action, agree, that Trebonhu enrertaincd 
-Antony at the door. Cicero, who is more to be relied on than all the 
iiiflorians put together, fays in cxprefs terms in his fc-cond Philippic, 
addrefling his fpeech to Antony himfelf ; Cum inlet ficerctur Cscfar, 
turn te a Trebonio vidimus fwocari ; and in the third ^celeratum 
Vrebotiium Quo feciere ? nifi quod te idibus hUrtiis a debit a tibi pefte 

Jeduxit ; intimating, that Jntot/y deicrved the fame doom with 
€<rfar. 

he 1 j» 
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help him. Thofe who were not privy to the defign were 
ftruck with fuch horror at the attempt, that thev could nei- 
Tr e cir- thcr fly, nor allift Cafar, nay, not unci a i'mgle word. But 
turnftwices the cunfpirators, who came prep.u ed, in-Jdcd htm on all lides 
0/* with their naked daziers in t her ir hau-Ls fo that which way 

focver he turned, he inr r. whit idow,, and law their daggers 
levelled at his lace and eyes. C>jjius, having firft turned his 
face to a ftatuc, which the republic had erected to Pompey in 
the hall, and filcntiv* implored the aflittuncc of that hero, flew 
at Ceefar with the rage of a madman, and gave him a deep 
wound on the head, encouraging the others to follow his 
example, and rid Rome of her tyrant. Heieupon they all 
prefled upon him ; but, as each of them was eager to plunge 
his dag;--?r in his body, and have the glory of difpatching hicn, 
they wounded one another. Brutus in particular received a 
wound on the hand from Cvjftus, and moft of them were 
ftained either with Cafar's blood or their own. The hero, 
though thus baited on all fides, to ufe Plutarch's expreflion, 
like a wild beaft taken in a toil, fought and defended himfeif 
in the befl manner he could, till, looking round about him 
to fee if he could make bis efcape, he perceived Brutus with 
his daager in his hand. This flight ft unci; him to the heart, fo 
that he ftruggled no more; but crving out, IVhat ! my fon^ 
Brutus, arid you too? he covered his face with his robe, and 
He is kil- quietly furrendered himfeif. Then the confpirators, pufhing 
led. him either by chance, or, as fome fay, by deficrn, to the 

Yearafter pedeftal, on which Po?npeys, ftatue ft* tod, which hy that 
the Flood, means was fprinklcd with his blood, uifpitched him there 
2gno. with twenty Ave wounds, the fenate looking on with hor- 
Before ror an j amaze ment, but not one of them daring to lend him 
Chnft, t y le j ea ^. a f^({ ance> We are told, that as he found himfeif 

Of Rome ^ amun S away and ready to drop down, he wrapt the fkirts 
^ ' 0 f garment round his knees, that he might fall with more 
/ y " decency ». 

Thus died in the fifty-fixth year of his age the greatcft 
warrior that Rome, or perhaps the world, ever faw, after he 
had fought with fuccefs fifty pitched battles, taken by a (fault 
above a rhoufand towns, and (lain, if Pliny is to be credit- 
ed eleven hundred ninety two thoufand men. He was, 



without doubt, a per ion of extraordinary parts and wonderful 



1 IV; ut. in Cxf &Bruto. F 1.0 a. 1. iv. c. 2. Su e t. in Julio, 
c. $\ *;s\ 91 Apnan, 1. li. p. 522. Cic. J. ii. de divm. 
m 1 v li n. 1 vii. c. 25. 
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ahiiirits, «•*. .ill the aits both of war :md ci\ i) government, and 
ot c(jiui' n.tc and application in the ule of them. He 
was 'v »\ . J ..r. .j ru'.-'cd '['/ the people, honoured and adored 
b\ hia f ie«i ax* 1 -..IceincJ uiu: admired even by his cue- 
nrc^ I j * 1 1 a< i><- . niSsiioii, which Uicw no bounds, piompleJ 
him tu uuhr.d l.o wO'Ji;r;y, -nd u:,.rp a deipotic and arbit. ary 
power over tnofc v ho were :;s irce u> :. : :::fcif, he met in the end 
will) that (.loom winch tyianib jnd ufaipers defervc. If 

the lfate had hc<*ii deemed \>. i o-nevcdMc and an ufurpcr a 
necell'arv evil, Rune coi.M not have had a better than Ctc- 
far. But as Brutus, Cicero^ and the beft and ableft Romans 
judged otherwne, the dictator'' s power and dominion was 
downright usurpation, and confequcntly every Roman was 
warranted by all the laws of Rome to put him to death. 
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The hi/lory of Rome, fro?n the death 
Czefar to the firji confulate of Odtavianus. 




Rome in 

great ion- 

fiernation 
upon Cze 



WHEN Ctsfar was difpatehed, Brutus^ ftepping 
foith into the middle of the fenate-houfe, offered 
to give an account to the confcript fathers of the 
motives of their undertaking, and to exhort them to approve 
an adtion, which had reftored liberty to their country. But 
they all flew out of doors in the utmoft confternation, and 
carried terror and confufion into all quarters of the city. So 
f great was the throng at the door of the hall and in the porch, 

Ux'idtatb. that feme of the fenators were ftiflcd in the croud, and others 

dangeroufly wounded, by running blindly in that general 
detraction againft the naked daggers of the confpirators. 
The news of C&fur's death being in a trice fpread all over the 
city, the friends of the deceafed retired in all hafte to their 
houfes, and there (hut themfelves up, without knowing what 
they had to hope or fear from fo tragical an event. The ar- 
tificers, fhutting their {hops, ran in that fudden furprize, 
fome to fee the body of the deceafed, others up and down 
the llrcets to inform themfelves of the circumftances of fo 
buhl an attempt. In the mean time, Brutus and the other 
confpirators marched in a body from the fenate-houfe all over 
the city, with their daggers yet bloody in their hands, not 
like perfons who thought of cfcaping, but with an air of 
confidence and aflurance. Some perfons of diftindtion, who 
had not bctn privy to the confpiracy, joined them with their 
drawn fwoids, being defirous to (hare in the honour of the 
action, as if they had borne part in it. Of this number were 
C Of/tivii<s f P. Lchtulus Spintbaty Favonius^ Putifcus, L, 
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Stafius Marcus, who had fervcd unJcr Cafar in quality of 
lieutenant againft the fons of Pompcy in Spain, A. Aqu'inius, The con/pi- 
and feveral others, who afterwards paid dear for their vanity, r * / *'* / 
beius; cut off by Antony and young O&avianus. As they re the 
marched along, they proclaimed in the ftreets, that they had P*°P let ° r ?- 
killed the king of Rome and the tyrant of their country. "™ e * *jf 
They were preceded by a herald, who car ied on the point ot y f 
a lance a cap, the fymbol of liberty among the Romans. As 
they marched along, they called to the people to refume their 
antient liberty, and complimented fuch perfons of rank as 
came in their way. When they arrived at the cornitium, 
Brutus, holding up his bloody dagger, cryed out, Cicero, 
we have revenged the republic. This he did, as fome writers 
conjecture, either to engage that famous orator in the com- 
mon caufe, or to make the people believe, that he, who had 
formerly guarded his country againft the wicked attempts of 
Catiline^ bore a part in delivering it from the tyranny of 
Ccsfar. However that be, the people did not join them ; His death 
but, alarmed at the death of the dictator, ran up and down attended 
the city, fome bewailing the lofs of one who had fupportcd with great 
them with his largefles, and others laying hold of the prefent dijlurhan- 
general diftra&ion to plunder the houfes of their fellow- ciri- ce f * n 
zens. They were no more thofe antient Romans, to whom at ^' 
liberty was more dear than life itfelf. They were become 
effeminate, debauched, and accuftomed to live by the price 
of their votes, which they fold to the beft bidder. Brutus 
therefore, with his followers, thought it advifcable to retiie 
to the capitol, whither they were attended by a boJy of gladia- 
tors belonging to Decimus Brutus Albinus. 7'he next day, as 
nobody was injured by the confpirators either in his goods 
or perfon, the (cnators and many of the people took coinage, 
and went up to the confpirators in the capitol. Brutus made 
an harangue to them, very popular ami adapted to the prefent 
ftace of affairs. When he had done {peaking, they applauded 
his oration, and invited him with one voice to come down into 
the city. Hereupon the confpirators defcended wi:h confi- 
dence into the forum, Brutus being attended and guarded by 
many pcrfons of the moft eminent quality in Rone, while the 
other confpirators went promifcuoufly mingled with the 
crowd. He no fooner appeared on the roftra, than the rab- 
ble, though confiding of a confufed mixture, and all difpofed 
to raife a tumult, were /truck with reverence, and hearkened 
to him with fdence and attention. He acquainted them in Brutus ba- 
a very arrecting harangue with the motive* that had prompted run^utitht 
them to pu: Cajur to death, and folcmnly pruuitcd, that people* 

I 2 neither 



him tl-c 
comuutr 



68 The Roman Hi/lory. Book III. 

neither lie nor his companions had any thing clfe in view, hut 
t lie delivering of Rome from a tyrannical vuke, an J the re- 
iroring of their country to her former condition ; but the po- 
pulace, m'jre afraid of poverty than fubjecho i, cxprcfied 
bv their melancholy 1. •ok' 1 , that they were highly difpleafed at 
the act' on > and that thev reverenced Brutus, hut a: the 
r '~ . . fani- time pitied Csrfar. Hereupon the confpirators thought 

turns n:itb ,- . . , . y , , , „ , 

bis follow t0 wunc ^ raw again to the capitol, where Brutus who ex- 
ers totbe P e< ^ ec * t0 be befieged, difmitied feveral perfons of diftinciion, 
capital. wno na d attended him thither, not thinking it jufr, that 

thofe who had no hand in the action fhould ihare in the 

dancer ,n - 

As C<cfir had defiined to fet out in r. few da**s on Ins in- 
tended expedition a/, unit the Part hi an he hid religued his 
cnnfuHhip to P. Cornelius Dniabella^ a young man of cweiiry- 
five years of ap:c, who had man ied lullia the daughter of 
Cicero. The new conful, out of refpccSt to CV/t/r, waited 
Do abella j o: - hj s drpr.rtu. c t<> enter upon his office ; hut lie no fooner 
takes upon | icar; j t | lc [> CW s of his death, than he appeared with his licfors 

and tufces, without the loufent either of the fen arc or peo- 
T"?'" /pi?- As this was an open acknowledgment or the dictator's 
J" , ' jovvcr, no one doujted but he wouh 1 i >in his friends r.^ainlr. 

declares " » J s 

/$r Brutus. B r titus and t.he other confpirators ; hi the, to the great fur- 

prize of all, after fo unwarrantable a flvp, immediately went 
up to the capital with all the pomp of a conful ; and there, 
comfatuhiting Brutus and his followers on the fuccefs of their 
glorious undertaking, declared, that he would fupport them 
to the u:m»»tt or his power. From thccupiioi he returned to 
the lorum, where he made an harangue to the multitude, ex- 
horting them to join the deliverers of their country ; and, 
after havin > caft out many hitter reflections on Casjar, and 
bellowed the higheft elogiums on Brutus, he went fo far as to 
propofea law, ena&ine, that for the future the ides of Ma;ch 
fbouU be celebrated wirh the fame folemnitv, as the dav on 
which Rcme was built. 7 be d<'\\ laid he, in xvbich Rome ;v- 
CO'L't* ed her li ' erty l>y tht death of a tyrant, ought to If elcemel 
is tdl true Romans as happy a duv, as that in which the iity 
ict s fir ft built. 'To the latter jhc cxves her being, to the former 
h.r lif e) ty \ and what is being it} ' if without liberty ? But 
the huh. ent populace, whom the dictator had fupported 
with his liberal prcfent^ were fo far Tom Den; 2 moved by his 
fpt e< h to approve of his death, tli.it on the contrary they 
would have torn the conful in pieces, ha., he not, by a timelv 
retreat, faved hm.lell in the Capitol . Huwtvc:, the menace:,-, 
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which the multitude threw out on this ocenfion a gain ft 
the dictator's cncmicb, lid not Jeter L. Cornelius Chi- 
n.i from renou.icinc; his p.irtv in a molt Jolemn man- 
no;. Ccc. tr hud married to his ti.fl: wife Cornelia t he 

■ 

fiiivr or and on thit account had always favouied 

him in a particular manner. He had raifed him this 
year t,« the p.retnrfhip, and promifjJ him the confulatc. 
Euc China w«s in h:j heart a wcli-wi flier to his country 
and an enemy to tyranny ; and theielore, upon Ccfftir 1 * yy 

deith, he not only Tided openly with the confpirators, hut rous an j 
gomg into the forum, with all the enfigns of" his dignity, difntereft- 
prnnounceJ there an invective againit his brother-in-law, e d hebawi- 
ilvling him tyrant, ufurpcr, oppitfior of his country, &\\ our of L. 
When he had done fpe.iking, he [hipped himfclf, in the pre- Cornelius 
fence of the people, of all the ornaments of his dignity, cry- Cinna. 
ingour, Tbcje I it\eiveil of Caefar, Cjai>iji the knoivn laivs of 
Rome ; and now I rrjign them to the R«unan people, ivho a- 
lone have a right to dtjpofe of them. But even this generous 
and dilintcrciicd pruceeuing was highly refentcd by the vile 
populace, and Cinmi obliged to abfeond, for tear of feeling 
the effects of their blind fury n . 

In the .mean time, Antony and Lepiduu who were intire- 
ly addicted to Crffar, and had concealed themfelves for 
fear of beinj; involved in his ruin, hearing how the people 
flood afreet ed, appeared again in public. When the confpi- 
rators firfr confuheJ about the rxecurlnn of their defign, they 
were all, except Brutus, of opinion, that Antony fhould be 
cut off with Ctrjf.r \ for th<*y looked upon him as a dan- 
gerous peifon, on account of his unbounded ambition and 
the powerful intere/l he had among the foldiery ; but Brutus^ Antony- 
whole intentions were upright and imcere, would by no ftvutdhy 
means hearken to their advice, faying, That an action un- Brutus, 
dci taken in defence of the laws and of juftice ought to be 
free even from all appearance of injufticc. Be fides he gave 
them hopes, that a <ire.it change might be worked in Anto- 
ny, I do not defpair, fa id he, but fuch a lover of glory as 
Antony, itirred up with emulation of our great attempt, 
will lay hold of this ocenfion to tie joint reflorer with us of 
the liberty of his country. Thus the generous Brutm faved 
Antony'sUi'c ; but he in Head of anfwering the brave patriot's ex- 
pectation, upon the fir ft news of C<cf<ir\ death, fled in the d ifguifc 
of a Have, and concealed himfclf, till he was informed, that 
the populace were difpo fed to revenue his death. Then he ap- 
peared again with all the majelty and I'pleudor of a conful. 



n Ap p 1 a n . bell, civil. 1. ii. Veil. Paterc. 1. ii. c. ctt. 
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being this year Civfars colleguc in that dignity, and ma- 
naged matters with fuch addrefs, that lie pav lO tile way tor 
that triumvirate, which gave the Hniihing blow to the rcpub- 
T^pidus ][ c ^ an j reduced Rome to a laitin; nioiurchy. Tile hilt itep 
'* 01 dertd t^jJc waS5 to order Lepidus to march into ihe thy a le- 
j \ntorw gi orii> vvhich he* commanded in the neighbourhood, and to 
\ . incamp in 1 he lield of Al.trs. This aiarmed die confmrators 

CevTon into r 1 •» j 

. ;J . in tiie capitol, who theieupon lent deputies to /jntcny and 

jLcpittiis, de-firing them to conhder the fad confequences of a 
divdion in fo critical a conjuncture, and rcmonft rating, that 
no hatred to Carf'.jr's perfon had armed them againlt him, 
bu: only the love whichever}' good citizen ought to have forh>s 
countr v ; th it the ftate was already fo drained hv civil wars, 
that an\ new difturbances mult prove fatal to it j toat they 
beiiez-c. them too generous to let any particular views trunf- 
port them to the prejudice of the public, iy'c. Roth Antony 
ami Lt'piiJm, under pretence of revenging C&Jt/r's death, 
aimed at the foverei^n power them (elves, and fought it in the 
tain uf thjfe brave men, who flood up in defence of their 
opured'eJ country ; but, as Decimus Brutus was already fet 
cut tiutii Rome to put himfeif at the head of an army or ve- 
terans in Cijulphie Gaul, which province had been allotted 
him oy C<ej*tt', thev both diilemblcd even their deii^n of re- 
venging rf jar's dcatl , and, to gain time, returned the follow- 
ing anf.ver, That they were ready to facrifice their private 
regards to the public good, and iurrer the fenate to be afiem- 
bled, that they might govern themfelves by the advice of fo 
xn.uiy illuituous and difceiniivj; perfons as compofed that ve- 
•-♦rrroTtv neruide body. Accordingly Antony, as conful, appointed the 
ex-^mhUi fenate to meet eaih' the next morning in the temple of Tel- 
fit Jcnate. £us 7 near h:s o.vn houfe, and, in the mean time, placed 

guards ail over the city, to keep the unruly multitude from 
JTai.uvg 1 i:l a; ounce-, and Imewife ordered all Ccsjar** money 
and papn.i to he c^uveved t > hib houl«. Next inorning by 
break of day, the emu. 1 i/*t fall ics s .dlcmhled purfuant to their 
iiinm.'ih ; and never did that augulb body meet on fo im- 
poitant and nice an oce »lian. They cane c»* decide, whether 
C\t/jr had heen ..n ulurper, or a lawul magltiate; and 
whether th k -.viiu had killed him deferved pumlhments, or re- 
watds. A- iUmk; or the cmifpii atoi s appc.u ed iii the fenate, 
11 v j t daring in cmjo.'c tiiemnjves to the I'm y u\ the rabble, the 
<:ebateb wese c.i.iiedon wuh mo;e cahnnefs and temper than 
couki have been exceeded in a matter or fuch o»nh <iut nee. 
ivlolr of the eonicnot latheis weie inclined ro lavour the con- 

1 

fniratoih : hut never thelefs v/cf divided ami i*" thendclvcs 

* 

m tluir opinion*. Some \»eie lor declaring lla.ni the dsli- 

vei vrs , 
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verers, t^e faviours cf their country, and allotting them, as Dffirtnt 
Juc h , ample rewards. Others were for approving the action, amnions of 
w uhuJt appnirii inc anv rewards to the authors of it- iince the con- 
n >bodv demanded them, borne thought it was fufficient to /cript f u ~ 
bury in obiivLwi what was pad, without bchVowing either * ugrs * 
praifes or rewards on rite authors of Co-jars death. Some 
or &c Jar's friends declared boldly, that the a£tion was odi- 
ous and deferable ; but that they were never thclefs ready to 
concur in fuch meafurcs as lhould be judged neceilary for the 
fafety of tlu-k* who had committed it, out of a due regard to 

10 nunv dluib ious families. After leveral dilierent overtures, 
it was at length concluded bv a meat majority, that, before 
the confpii ators were dedared guilty or innocent, this quefti- 

011 lhould he put, IVhethtr Czelar was a tyrant, or a lawful 
magi /Irate ? iince 0:7 the decifion of this depended that of all 
other quel lions relating to the confpirators. Antony, forefec- 
ing that this quedion would be decided to the d ifod vantage of 
his party, warded oft" the blow with an addrefs and dexreritv, 
wmch will f'cem incredible to thole who judge of his abilities 
from what they read of him in Cicero'' s letters and fpeeches. 

Have yon well weighed with yourfelves, confer ipt fathers, faid An tony V 
he, the co-ifequences that mufl atte?id the decifion of* this quefl'i- addrqfs- 
on ? Tf you declare the late dictator a tyrant, all his aS/s will 
he of ccurfe void and null ; and who can corcerce what conf it fl- 
an and dijorders will hence enfue, not in this metropolis only, 
but in all the /lutes and kingdoms J'ubjecl to Rome ? The repub- 
lic xvitl he without lawful magijlrates, the provinces without 
governors, the armies without commanders, ijfe. ft nee we have 
been all inwfied in our offices, commands, ana governments by 
Cadar. If we pronounce Caefar a tyrant and nf<rper, we 
muji lay down thcj'e honours, fince we can ?io longer think them 
lawfully conferred upon us. If Caefar is an ufurper, his body 
niu/l, purfuant to the ordinances of our ance/tors he ignomini- 
ou/Jy dragged through the flreets and thrown iat 5 the "Fiber. 
// hit dijlurbances a, id tumult* will nit this produce anrjng the 
p.pulase, who adore him as a god ? You t>> <: going, coijif j>t 
fathers, to plunge the republic, nay, the wl: Je wr, Id, whnh 
/«■ ft J a with Cxfar'j glory, into a bloody zv :r and eternal 
djord.ri. shitony\ words made a deep iuipitilion on the af- 
Jeinoh. , which was again divided into diiloent opinions. 
.Such .»s had not been nominated by Cafar to ::nv civ;! or 
milivary employments, fhll infilled on his being dccLued ;\n 
u lu r per a nd r\um i but all the pre/en; magiihuies, and ilvfe 
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whom Co- far bad appointed to fucceed them (E), w rc fur 
drupp.ng the ij .cihoii rcl -.tubj; t<_> him, and only durccm: 
th<u nouoJv Jh.iuld he pi olccuted on .aiount of l..s d\.;ii>. 
Anions the Litter was the conful 5/ //•. who, a* he* h.»d 
not y».t attained the age required by the laws or Rome for 
the con iLIar dignity, was well apprised, that, if" lie once part- 
ed wuh it, the people would not be ealily induced tu reiloie 
him, in defiance of the law*, to that p >lh Hw-vevcr, feveral 
prxtors were prevailed upon bv the li lends of "he confpira- 
tors, that is, by the zealous republicans, to ftnp thcmfelves 
of their robes and publicly rcfign the offices, to which Ceejar^ 
by hisautburity alone, had railed them. The diviiion, which 
reigned in the fenate, was likely to have involved the repub- 
lic anew in a civil war, when Cicero, by an excellent fpeech, 
which lias been tranfmitted to us, not in the language in 
which he (poke it, but in Greek °, prevailed upon the con- 
fenpt fathers to drop the queftion relating to Ceefar^ viz. 
Jn ad of Whether he was a tyrunt^ or no ; and to pals an act of obli- 
obli-vion vion for what was palb. Accordingly a general amnefty was 
paffcd % and proclaimed, and at the fame time it was decreed, contrary 
Caslar s to the opinion of Cicero and the moft zealous patriots, That 
ails con- not tne ] ca p J thing fhould be altered, which Cccfar had en- 
Jirmed. a£ted during his government. This was, in a manner, de- 

claiing him at the fame time both innocent and guilty, fince 
it was in confident to confirm what he had done during his 
dictaterfhip, ami at the lame time decree, that thofe who had 
put him to death fhould not be profecutcd. Cicero, in one 
of his letters to Atticus, cxpreflcs himfclf on this fubjedt 

thus ; The tyrant is no more \ but the tyranny //ill fubjifts. 
JPe cxpi f/i great joy at his death, and at the fame time confirm 
all his Grdn.anccs 1 . 



o D10. 1. xliv p Cic. Philip. Vbm.Paterc. 1. ii. c. 58. 
Plut. in Cic. Brut. & Carf, Appun. i. ii. Dio. 1. xliv. 

[E) Csz-far t forcfecing that his intended expedition againfl the 
Ptirt/jiatu, a brave and warlike nation, would prevent him from 
returning to Rome for lome time, had appointed confuls, as Cicero 
informs u-, tor the two following years, *uix. Ju/us Hirtius and 
Caius Fibtui P/wja % for the full year after his departure, and De- 
cimus Brutus with Lucius Muna/ius Piancus for the fecond. Ac- 
cording to Dion Cnjjius, he had named conl'uh for the three following 
years ; accoidinu; to Appian tor five, and according to Suetonius for 
many year.*.. But the authority of Cicero ought to be of more 
weight than that of any hillonan, fince he writus of fuch tranfacli- 
ons as happened in his time, and in which he bore, generally 
ipeaking, no final 1 (hare. 

This 
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This act of oblivion brought matters to a more peaceable 
pofture. Antony and Lepidus were Mill refulved to purfue 
their revenge on the confpirators, hoping to raife themfelves 
by their deitru<ftion to the fame poft which C^rjar had held j 
but, as they were afraid of each cither, and both of Deczmus 
Brutus, governor of Cifalpine Gaul, they artfully concealed 
their ambitious deiigns, and cauied the adt of oblivion to be 
publiihed in all the quarters of the city. As the confpirators Brutus and 
ftill kept in their afylum, for fear of fome fudden tumult, An- bh follow 
tony and Lepidus fent their children to the capitol as hofta^es ers come 
for their fecurity ; and then Brutus, Caffius, and their follow- donun intf 
ers came down into the city. The fame night, in token of a c -^* 
perfect reconciliation, Antony invited C*fjius to fupper, as Le~ 
pidus did Brutus. As Antony liked joking, he afked Caffius, 
Whether be bad a dagger concealed under his robe ? Yes^ an- 
fwered Cajfius, who was naturally cholei ic and fullen, and a 
/harp one too, for any who fhall dare to a/pi re at the fa~ 
vereign power. This anfwer put a flop to any further jelrs. 
And now nobody doubted, but the republic would foon be 
reftored to her former tranquillity. Even the pcpulace began to 
look upon the confpirators as the deliverers of their country, 
and honoured them with die title of tyrannL 'Acs. Th's tran- 
quillity did no- ways fuie Antony's ambitious views. He there- 
fore foon found means to put the whole city in an uproar, and 
to incenfe the multitude anew againft thofe, whom they had 
defervedly begun to look upon as worthy of the greateft ho- 
nours and rewards. Cttfar, on the ides of September of the 
preceding year, had made his will in his houfc at L art cum % 
and appointed his father-in-law Calpurnius Pi jo to fee it exe- 
cuted. To him Marc Antony applied, and prefled him to. 
produce the will, that it might be pul licly read, being well 
apprifed, that this would produce new difturbances, and have 
a great effect on the inconftant multitude. On the other Pifo an4 
hand, the dictator's enemies endeavoured to perfuade Pifo to An-nny 
fupprefs it ; but he, being fupported by Antony^ openly de- are for 
clarcd, that nothing fliould divert him from difcharging the harSivr 
truft Ccefar had repofed jn him. Hie affair was at length Crefar'-f 
brought before the fen -.te, where it occafioncd frefli dif t .jtcs, rf ad- 
Antony and Pifo warmly infiftcd on having the will read, .md 
the body of the deceafed dictator honourably interred. Th >fc 9 
(did Pifo, who boa ft of having killed a tyrant, treat us them- 
fclves in a moft tyrannical manner. They arc wiljing ? that 
whatever Ctsfar has done in their behalf mould be ratified^ 
and at the fame time demand, that his Jafl: difpofitions he 
fupprefled. As to Ctefar** funeral, you may order what 
Vox-. XIII. K {hints 
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think fit ; but as to his will, which he has depoftted in my 
hands, I ana reiblved to read it before the whole people. The 
Brutui affair was long debated by both panics and with great warmth, 
yields them Cajfius violently oppofmg the propof«il of Antony and Pifo> 
their re- which, if complied with, he forefaw, would revive the affec- 
queft. tions of the people, and caufe frefli ti oubles ; but Brutus at 

length yielded, and it was decreed, That C&far*s will (hould 
be opened, his funeral rites performed at the expence of the 
public, and he worfhipped as a god. This was an unpardon- 
able overfight in B?utus y and Cajfius loudly complained of 
his too eafy condefcenfion and unfeafonable humanity ; and 
indeed with a great deal of reafon; for the reading of the will, 
and the public honours decreed to the deceafed, proved fatal, 
f both to the avengers of the republic, and the republic itfelf, 
7y ' The will being produced was read in the prefence of the people ; 
* and there it was found, that he had appointed his three great- 
nephews his heirs, C. Oclavius, Lucius Pinarius^ and SQui/i- 
tus Pedius. To OclaviuSy the grand fqn of his fifter Julia f 
he left three fourths of his eftate, and the remaining pare to 
the other two. He alfo ordained, that young Oftavi us, hi* 
principal heir, {hould take his name, and be adopted into the 
Julian family ; and that if any of his great nephews (hould 
die or renounce his inheritance, Marcus Brutus and M. An- 
tony fliould be fubftituted in their room. Several of the con- 
spirators were appointed guardians to his children, in cafe he 
fliould have any \ and Decimus Brutus , for whom he had a 
particular affection, was named to fucceed O&avius, in cafe 
he fliould die without iffue male, and to be adopted into the. 
Julian family. By the fame will be bequeathed to the Roman 
people his fine gardens beyond the Tiber^ "and to each indi- 
JDiftur- vidual citizen the fum of feventy five Attic drachmas, or three 
lances oc- hundred fefterces. Thcfe laft tokens of Cafar's good will 
caponed by revived the affection of the people for him, and provoked 
the reading them anew againft Brutus and his followers, on whom they 

no longer belt owed the glorious name of tyrannicides , but' 
that of ajfajfms, threatening to treat them in the fame manner 
as they had treated the dictator their common benefactor. 
Brutus * perceiving this change, mounted the roftra in qua- 
lity of praetor, and with the following fpeech, endeavoured 
Brutos'i to appenfe the inra,ged populace. ** Great pains have been 
jpercb to ** taken, faid he* to prejudice you againft us asdifturbers of 
the people, <« th e public tranquillity. We are accufed at the fame time 

** of cruelty, ingratitude, and pcrfiJiouwiefs. It is pretended 
*' that we have violated the oaths, which tied us to Carfar. 

iC What oaths, immortal gods! Had Cafar any lawful 

power 
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* c power to require them ? Did he not extort them with his 
4t fword at our throats ? Do you look upon forced engage- 
* 4 mencs as really binding ? Can forced oaths oblige us to 
fubmit to a tyrant i Has not Cafar a&ed as fuch ever 
tl fince Pornpey's death ? He has difpofed of the great 
44 charges and principal employments, without your advice, 
* c or that of the fenate. The public rnonev, the revenues 
* c of the provinces, were conveyed into his coffers. All the 
* 4 orders in the republic were forced to fubmit to his lawlefs 
*' and arbitrary will. There is not one Roman throughout 
the empire, whom he did not injure in the higheft degree ; 
for he robbed him of his liberty, which is the greatefr blef- 
Zing of mankind. When he feerned to be rendering hig 
country the mo ft important fervices by his fuccefsful under- 
takings, at that very time was he laying his fc hemes how 
to bring her into fubje<5tion. He made war on foreign 
enemies, only that he might know how to fubdue and en- 
flave his fellow- fubjefts. It is faid, that he was meditat- 
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<c ing great things for the republic when he was cut off. He 
* 4 might indeed have gathered empty laurels for himfelf by more 
4t wars at the expence of the republic ; hut what advantage 
* 4 would have redounded to us frcm his victories ? Every 
acceflion of power mutt, by railing his tyranny higher, 
have funk us lower and ftrengthened our chains. Had he 
left us any hopes of his laying down one day the power he 
had ufurped, we (hould have bore the yoke with patience 5 
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*' but the name of perpetual ditiator threatened us with eter- 
*' nal flavery. He treated the very name of liberty and the 

«t 



republic with contempt. He ridiculed Sylla for refigning 
his ufurped authority, and manifeftly {hewed, that he 
had nothing in his head or heart, but abfolutc rule, a dia- 
dem, the title of king, and controlling the woild accord- 
ing to his luft. It is laid, that his peifon was facrcd and 
inviolable 5 but did not he the firft violate that refpeel 
which is due to facred pei funs ? Did he not depofc two of 
our tribunes, and even condemn them to banifhment, for 
no other reafon, but becaufe they took from his ftatues the 
royal diadem ? " Then turning to the old legionaries, 
who had for the mofl part, received lands of Cafar by way 
of reward for r heir long fcrvictb* " As for you, brave ve- 
terans, faid he, when you firft entered into the fervice, 
was it to Cafar, or to the republic, you engaged your fide- 
lity by the military oath ? You have fought under Cafar ; 
but w.is it for hifn you fought ? You have conquered ; and 
your victories ought to be amply rewarded. Wc are re- 
folvcd to allow you the rewards 'which C<?far had pmmilcd 

K 2 " you.. 
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cc you. The com monwealrh will not fufferyou to be lofers 
< 6 by his death. Thofe who have already received inheri- 
tc tances, (hall be confirmed in the pofieflion of them ; and 
tc fuch as have not yet been rewarded, (hail be fatisfied for 
ct their fer vices out of the firft money that comes into the 
46 puoJ ' treafury. This I promifc in the name of the re- 
16 public $ and my word mall be facred and inviolable in 
every thing but the fupporting of tyranny " This 
fpeeeb, which was no frivolous apology, as fome alTertors of 
abfoiutc power arc pleafed to call it r , appeafed both the peo- 
ple and foldiery ; but Antony and Pifo loon found means to 
inflame them anew with fury and forrow, two grofs paffion9 
the bedy o/f which do not reafon, Iput feel. They cau fed the body of 
Ca?far Co-far (F ) to be brought forth with a great deal of pomp, 
brought being carried on the ihoulders of men, who were all in of- 
forth nvith fi ce> an( j G f t j le moll illulirious families in Rome. They 
great pomp. ^4 ra if c d a kind of ftage in the forum over-aga-infl the 

-roftra, and on the ftage a fmall temple of gilt wood, af- 
ter the model of that of Venus^ Cajar's pretended mo- 
ther. In this temple was a bed of ivoTy* richly adorned 
with curtains of cloth of gold and of purple. On the bed 
was laid the body of the deceafed, the robe in which he 
was killed being hung up by it. All Rome crouded to fee 
the mangled body of their deceafed hero* whofe lofs they 
bewailed anew with many fighs and tears. Thofe chiefly^ 
who had ferved. under him in moft of his wars, were iri- 
confolable, and with loud cries demanded vengeance. Then 
Antony Antony* to fire them fttll more, afcended the roflra (G), and 

inflames took 
the popu- 
lace by his n Apfr ian. 1. ii. Dxo. 1. xliv. 1 Ca*rou and Rouix.fi, 

funeral Vol. XVII. p. 4O4. 
oration, 

(F) We are told by fome hiftorians, that the confpiracors design- 
ed at firft to throw the dead body of the di£fcat6r into the Tiber, in 
order to remove that object of companion out of the light of the 
populace ; but being prevented from putting their defign in executi- 
on by the tumult which happened in the fenate, they left it in tlje 
fenate-houfe, from whence it was privately conveyed in a litter to his 
houfe by three of his flaves, who took care to have ft embalmed, 
rot doubting, but the fenare or people would, in due time, order 
it to be interred with all pomp and magnificence 

(G) Suetonius is the only writer among the antients, who tells 
Us, that Antony pronounced no funeral oration. The conful, fays 
that hi dorian, made no oration , as ivas ufua/ t in commendation 6/ 
the deceafed. He only ordered a herald to read aloud the decree of 
ike fenate , placing C as far among the gods, and ordering divine he* 

nokrt 
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took upon him to pronounce his funeral oration j inlarging on 
every topic which could move companion. He enumerated 
the many victories he had gained, the innumerable conqueftg 
he had made* the various nations he had fubdued, £srV. Then 
he took notice of all the titles of honour which the re- 
public had conferred upon him, his di&atorfhip, his being 
feveral times honoured with the confulate, the cenforfhip* 
the dignity of pontifex maximus, and, above all, with the 
glorious name of the father of his country. From thence he 
paffed to his virtues, crying up his courage, his eloquence, 
his humanity, generofity, clemency even to his enemies, 
bfc. After this he repeated the Oath, which the people of 
Rome had taken to him, and by which they had fworn, that 
his perfon jfhould be facred and inviolable, and that they 
would defend him at the hazard of their own lives. Antony^ 
perceiving the people to be infinitely affected with what he 
laid in commendation of Cafar, to ftir them up yet further 
to companion, or rather to madnefs, unfolded the bloody 
garment of Cafar, {hewed them in how many places h 
was pierced, and expofed to their view the number of his 
Wounds* Hereupon Antony, feeing rage mixed with grief 
painted in every one's face, refumed his difcourfe, and 
turning to the capitol, Great Jupiter, faid he^ and ye gods, 
proteclors of the Roman empire^ I 'call you to witnefs^ that I 
was determined to revenge his deaths and fulfil my obligations ; 
but the decree of the confer if t fathers has tied my hands. Am 
J guilty of facrilege and perjury ? At thefe words the mob 
made great outcries, and nothing was heard but, Vengeance, 
vengeance. The fen a tors were highly provoked againft, Anto- 
ny, for thus firing the multitude with new fury ; which he 
observing from their countenances, and fearing to difoblige 
them, in order to reconcile to him that auguft body, and, 
in fome degree, qualify what he had faid, concluded thus ; 
Yes, the Gods th em f clues ahfolve me from the obligation §f my 
oath. TVhat has befers done ought to be forgot ; ftnee it ts the 
crime of fome evil demons, enemies to Rome, rather than of 
men j and nofhing ought now to be thought of but honouring 
the memory of the illuflriotis dcceafcd y and placing him among 
the immortal gods c < 

f Dio. AtfpfArt. Suet, ibid." 

hours to be paid him. Antony fpoke only a few iVdrds in fraife of 
the illuflrious deceafed. Ic in furprifing that Suetonius (hould be ig- 
norant of fo remarkable an incident, i elated at length by all other 
hillorians, and, what is more, by Cicero, who, in his l'econd / hi* 
lippic, reproaches Antony with it in mo*t bitter terms. 

Antmy^ 
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Antony had fcarce done fpeaking, when one of the fpc&a* 
tors, flying, as feized with fome fury, from the midft of the 
croud, and, mounting the ftagc, laid hold of Cafar's robe 1 
Various and, difplaying it again to the mulct tude, There is the Jpoil 
artifices of a hero, he cried, bt loved of the gods, and reverenced by the 
ufed to ftir world? even to adoration. Thefe words interrupted with fre- 
ttptbc 77istl~ cruent fighs, utceied with a mournrul tone, and accompanied 
titude* with great ouccries, and ft range pofturcs of forrow, occafion- 

ed a general commotion. At the lame lime appeared all on 
a fudden an image of Co: far in wax, which moved by fprings, 
and ftiewed the twenty- three wounds which he had received 
on his face, and other parts of his body. This fight tranf* 
ported the populace even to madnefs : the forum refounded 
with lighs mixt with menaces and curfes againft the authors 
of his death, whom they ft} led ajfaffins, parricides, Sec. wor- 
thy of the moji cruel punijhmcnts. Their fury was fo great, 
that they would defer no longer the folemnities of the fune- 
ral ; but tearing to pieces the renches and chairs of the magi- 
irrates, who held their courts in that place, and carrying a- 
way the counters and tables from the adjoining fhops, raifed 
Caefar*/ with them a funeral pile, and placing Ctcfar's body upon it, 
i^dy burnt, fet it on fire ; fo that the body, the bed, and the temple were 

confumed in a moment. When the fire firft began to fktme 
out, the old foldiers, who had ferved under the deceafed, 
threw into the flames all the military rewards which he had 
given them* Many women of diftindion, to teftify their 
grief, and honour the memory of the deceafed, threw into the 
fire their jewels, their childrens ornaments and robes, and 
whatever they had of value about them. The incenfed mul- 
titude", whofe blind fury knows no bounds, flocking in like 
madmen, in fpite of the guards placed round the pile, fnatch- 
cd the flaming brands out of the lire, and ran to burn the 
houfes of the confpirators; but they, having before-hand got 
together a great number of their friends and domeftics, eaiily 
repulfed a difprderly mob, that had no other arms but their 
grief and fury. As they were returning from the confpi- 
fThe fate of razors houfes they met one Cinna (H), who had been always 
•a* Cinna. greatly 

(H) We are told, that Gma t oi whom mention is made here, had 
the night before an odd dream. He fancied, that Car/ar invited 
Jiim to fuppcr, and that, upon his refuflng to comply with the in- 
vitation, the dictator prefled him very earneftly, and at length 
taking him by the hand* led him into a dark place. After this 
vifion he was feized with a fever ; bin ncverthclcfa in the morn- 
ing, hearing that Caefart body was to be interred, and being a- 

fhamod 
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greatly attached to Cafar's party ; but, mi flaking him for 

another of the fame name, who was concerned in the con- 

fpiracy, fell upon him, and core him to pieces on the fpot. 

Brutus and his party were fo alarmed at thefe proceedings, Brutu*a?{ 

that they thought it advifeable to retire from the city ; and his follow* 

accordingly they privately withdrew to Ant turn* with a dcfign ers retire 

to return again as foon as tiie fury of the people was abated, from 

which, they hoped, would ,e foon, fince the fenatc had ef- Rome. 

poufed their caufe. All the flrangers in Rome mourned after 

the cuftom of their refpe&ive countries, efpecially the yews* 

who watched feveral nights at the place where his body had 

been burnt (I). At lahV divine honours were given him, and 

an altar erected by the populace in the fame place, which was 

ever after looked upon as facred, his great nephew OUavius^ 

having cau fed a temple to be erected there, and a pillar of 

j.ifper twenty foot high, with this infeription, 1$ the father of 

bis country r . 

Th e confpirators and the confcript fathers were equally 
offended at the artful fpeech of Antony. They complained, 
that, contrary to the decree of the fenate and his own word, 
by which it was agreed to bury all that had parted in oblivi- 
on ? he had fo pathetically inlarged on the praifes of Cafar y 

c Plut. Appun. Bio. Scjet. ibid. 



fjiamed not to be p relent at the folemnity, he went into the forum, 
put of refpect to the memory of his friend, though his dreain gave 
him no fmall apprehenfion. One of the rabble, whom Antony* % 
fpeech had ftirred up and inraged, feeing him there, afked another. 
Who he was ; and having learnt his name, told it to another. 
It was prefently reported, that he was one of the confpirators, or, 
what is mod probable, that he was that Cinma, who had, a little 
before, in a fpeech to the people, inveighed againfl: Cafar, and 
this was enough for the furious multitude to tear him to pieces. 

(I) No people received more fignal favours at C*efar** hands 
than the fewi/h nation. He reftored Hyreanhs, the fon of Alex- 
ander, to the fovereignty of y%td<ra y and fecured the crown to him 
and his family by a decree, whicJi he caufed to be engraved on 
tables of brafs in Greek and Latin, and co be hung up in the capitol 
at Rome* and in the temples of Yjre % Sidon. and dfcalon in Pbcenice. 
He remitted great part of the tributes, which the Je<ws paid an- 
nually to the republic, in acknowledgment of the afjiftance he had 
from the fewi/h nation in the war of Alexandria ; before he left 
that city he confirmed all the privileges they enjoyed there, and 
ordered a pillar to be erected, whereen, by his command, all 

thefe privileges were engraved, and alio his decree confirming 
mem ( 4 e). 

(45) 7 Q f e pb< antiq. I \iv. c. 17. 

with 
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with no other view but to £Hr up the rage of the people. 
Anton/ ^**0«y*therefore, finding be had discovered himfelf too foon, 
endeavours bejng well apprifcd, that it was in the power of the 
to pain the fenate to crofs his defigns, refolved to regain their favour, or 
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fenatf. 



Punijkes 

Amatius 
rioters. 



at leaft to blind them for a while, by inflidting fcyere punifh- 
ments oi\ the authors of the difrurbances, which were daily 
raifed in all the quarters of the city, Qne Amatzus, pafling 
himtelf upon the multitude for the grandfon of Marius^ and 
giving out that it was incumbent upon him to revenge the. 
death of Cqfar his kinfman, committed every-where great 
diforders, being backed by a numerous mob, whom the re-? 
pupation of his pretended grandfather drew after him. Buf 
Antony ', to make his court to thp fenate, caufed him to be. 
feized, and put to death, witfiout any further trial. As the 
people flocked daily in crouds to the altar, which they hat} 
erected to Corf art Antony caufed it to be demolifhed. Thiq 
provoked the mutineers, who thereupon affembled the next 
day in great numbers, in order to rebuild the altar 5 but Do- 
lobelia^ with the confent of his collegue, fell upon them at 
the head of fome legio paries, and cut fevera} of them in 
pieces. Xhofe who efcaped the fwords of the legionaries, 
werp profecuted by the two confute, and puniihed with the ut- 
moft rigour, as difturbers of the public tranquillity. The 
flaves were all crucified, and fuch as were of free condition 
thrown down from the top of the Tarpeian rock- Such 
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gorous proceedings ftruck the unruly multitude with terror, 
atnd for a while rcftored the city to its former tranquillity. 
After this Antony J having affembled the fenate, afTured the 
confer ipt fat hers j tnat thenceforth his whole attention fliould 
be how to re- unite the people's minds, divided on this fataj 
occafion, and to prevent the calamities of a civil war. At 
the fame time, to gain tjie fathers intirely, he propofed the re- 
*'*g ySex- calling of Sextus Pompeius^ fori tof*ompey {he Great , who ever 
tus Pom- lince the battle of Munda % had concealed himfelf in Celtiberia. He 

was even of opinion, that the lofs of his paternal efiate, which 
had been conhTcated by C^sfar and divided among his crea- 
tures, fhould be made good to \i\m at the expence of the pub- 
lic, and that the fuprcme command of all the naval forces of the 
republic fliould be conferred upon him, in the fame unlimited 
manner as his father bad enjoyed it before him. Thil 
propofal was heard with furprife, and received with general 
applaufe. Some afcribed this change in Antony to his fear of 
the confpirators 5 others fufpecled, that he was defirous of en- 
gaging the fenate in his favour againft: young Ottavius^ the 
diclatoi'h heir, who was on his journey from Greece to Rome, 

All the fenatcr?; however, btflowcd op him the greateft com- 
mendations^ 
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mendations, which were fo much the fincerer, as the reftora- 
tion of young Pompcy fcemed to bean implicit condemnation 
of Catfar's memory. Cicero himfelf, deceived by this falfe 
appearance of zeal, highly commended Antony's conduct, firft 
in the fenate, and afterwards in a letter he wrote to him, 
which the conful kept, and in due time made public by way 
of anfwer to the orator's bitter invectives. 

Th e confcript fathers were highly pleafed with fuch a con- 
duct in a conful and a friend of C#far\ but the populace, ex- 
tremely provoked at his thus changing fides, reproached him 
with ingratitude to the memory of his benefactor. Antony 
failed not to make himfelf a merit with the fenate of this aver- 
(ion. He even pretended to be afraid, left the inraged mul- 
titude mould make fome attempt upon his life, and, as 
if he were not fafe, demanded a guard of the fenate to fecure 
himfelf againft the rabble, who, he faid, threatened him with 
deftrudtion. The confcript fathers could not well reject his 
requeft, fince he had incurred the hatred of the people for the 
intereft of the fenate. They allowed him therefore a guard It allowed 
for the fecurity of his perfon ; but Ant?ny^ under this pretence, a guard. 
chofe fix thoufand old legionaries, who had ferved with him 
under C^far, and pafiionately longed ro revenge the death of 
their general. The fenate was alarmed to fee the conful He **.'**/- 
walk the ftreets of Rome always attended with fuch a number peSed by 
of armed men. Even his friends remonftrated to him, that the fenate. 
fuch an extraordinary attendance made him fufpe&ed and 
odious in a free ftate. Antony promifed to difband them, as 
toon as he thought himfelf out of danger ; and, in the mean 
time, to remove the fufpicion they might en ertain of his 
afpiring to fucceed (J afar in the di&atorfhip, he propofed a 
law abrogating that dignitv for ever, and got it palled in the 
aflbmbly of the people. This calmed for a while the fears of 
the confcript fathers: but Antony foon gave them frefh mo- His falfe- 
tives of jealoufy ; for having gained over to his intereft Ca- hood and 
far's fecretary, whom fome call Faberius y others Tabirius^ double- 
and by his means made himfelf mailer of all his papers, heap- dealing in 
pointed what officers he pleafed, brought whom he thought concert 
fit into the fenate, recalled fome from exile, freed others out Cas- 
of prifon, Esftf. and all this as ordered fo hy Ctsfar* whole a&s wt/eere- 
had been declared void by the fenate. The Romans , hy way tar 7 m 
of raillery, called thofe new magiftrates and fenators Chart- 
nites , because, if obliged to prove their patents, they muft 
have had recourfe to the regifters of the dead, that is, of thofe 
who had parted the river Styx in Charon's bulk. They were 
alfo ityled Orciniy an epithet given to fuch Haves as were en- 

Vol. XIII. L franchifed 
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franchise] by their matters will made on their death-bed. 
Antony * having by this artifice introduced many of his own 
creatures into the fenate, began to adfc with great independen- 
cy, knowing he had nothing to fear either from the con- 
script fathers or the populace, fmce he had now a ftrong 
party in the fenate, and was guarded by a numerous body of 
chofen troops againfr the infuhs and attempts of the multi- 
tude. Befides, che whole authority of the government was, 
we may fay, in his hands, He was himfelf conful, one of 
his brothers, Lucius Autumns* was tribune of the people, and 
the other, C. Antinins, praetor; fo that, without talcing upon 
him the title either of king or dictator, it may he laid, that he 
govei ocd Ro?nc with an abfolute f.vay 1 . As for Lcpidus, An- 
to>;\ attached that powerful Ro/.-mn to his mtcrcir, by procur- 
ing lor him t tier dignity of poutifex msxinius, vacant by the 
death of Ccvfar, and brciiothing his daughter Antonia to young 

Lcpidus his ion. 

In the mean time, funic of the confpirators returned to 

Rome* wiiilc others continued at Antium. Among the latter 
was AJ. J'*'utus, who, upon intelligence thatmanv of the old 
ibldicrs, uhohad iuv J under C.r/«r, of whom they hid re- 
ceived lands, 1 iy in wait for him, and by fmall parties had 
itolen into the city, would not cxpofe himfclf to unneeciTary 
dangeis. However, in his abfrnce, mod magnificent fhows 
Magfirfi- were exhibited to the people at his expence, he being then 
cent f ports pnetor; for having bought up a great numoer of wild beads 
exhibited 0 f all i'oiCl, he gave poiitivc orders* that not one of them 
h Brutus, fl 10U u [ :J liifpofcd uf or faved ; but that they fhould be all 

ufed in thofe ihow*. He even went in pcrfon as far as Naples 
to engage a conliderable nu mber of comedians, and wrote to 
Cicero .md Ids other friends, begging them Ly no means to omit 
honouring his /hows with their prefuicc u - Cecjhr had, before 
his ucaih, allotted provinces to the chief men among the con- 
spirator*, viz. Auic.d.-u to A/. Brutus, Syria to Cwjpus* A/ta 
Trebohius* Bithynia to Cimber, and Cifulpine Gaul to De- 
citnus Brutus. Some authors wiite, that thefc provinces 
given them by the fenate. However that be, they frill conti- 
nued in or near the capital, to watch Antony' \ Iteps, who 
now manifestly afpircd, notwithstanding all his former protcf- 
tations, at the fuvc reign power. 
Oclavius's Such w is the puiturc of affairs, when news was brought, 
0i /gin. that youiv; Ofl«vius y Ca&r's great- nephew and adopted fon, 

coming to take poflciiion of his inheritance. He was the 



1 Appian. 1. iii & viii. Dio. 1. xliv. Plut. in Bruto. 
Cic. in epilh paflitn, & in Philippicis. u Plut. in Bruio. 

fon 
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\.\\\ of Cains Oftavius of the fenatorial order, who had been 
pnetor of ALtcsdon, and of A*:cia, daughter to Julia^ C&far's 
iiftar. The Uctiivian family was divided into two branches, 
viz. the C'V/anJ the Ci//7. The Lrmcr were early diftin- 
^uifhed at Rows with the ihft lionoics of the republic 5 but 
the latter, from whom 0^,\ir 9 s adopted fm was defcended, 
were but fimple knights .it the time of the feconJ Punic war. 
OSlavius's g reat-gr an. titer ierved in Sicily, in quality of le- 
gionary tribune, and his grandfather bore the firft employ- 
ments in Velitra:, his na:hc city. His mother Accia y or Atia y 
was the daughter of Julia and Af. /tec ins B si /bus, whofe fa- 
mily, as appcirs from tlrveral ancient infci iptions, had been, 
long before the birch of Oclav'tus, one of the moil confpicuous 
of Aricia, an ancient city of Latiutn (K). Oclavius was 

born 

(K) Marc Antony reproached OSlavius with the meannefs and ob- 
fcurity of his ancestors. According to him, 03a*uius*s great grand- 
father, on the father's fide, was a freed-man, and by profeflioh a 
rope maker in the territory of 'Tburium^ and his grand-father a ban- 
ker. On the mother's lide, Antony derived his pedigree from a per- 
fumer, who afterwards turned baker in the city of Aricia. CaJJtus 
Parmenfii, in a fetter he wrote to Oflavius before the battle of 
Aclium, told him, that he owed his birth to a money-changer and a 
woman brought up in the mills of Aricia. Butthefe calumnies are 
learnedly rejected by Jofepb Rocco Volpi, an Italian jefuit, in his 
account of the antiquities ofancient Latium, where he proves from 
feveral ancient inienptxons, that the 03a-vianhm\\y 9 before their 
migration to Rome, which happened, according to him, in the reign 
of Tarquinius Prifcut* had borne the firft employments in the re- 
public of VeHtra^ now VelUtri. As to the /ftian family, he {hews, 
that, for feveral ages before the birth of Oc7a<vius, it had been one 
of the mo(l confpicuous of Aricia. Virgil indeed derives the Atiatt 
family from Atys, the companion of lulus, fon to AEneas. 

Alter Atys, genus wide Atii duxere Latins, 
Parvus Atys, pueroque puer dilcclus Into (46). 

Many writers, and arnong the reft F. Volpi, arc of opinion, that Of- 
tavius was brought up in the town of Ulubr<e, fituate in the diftrift 
of VelitrfC ; for Suetonius tells us, that he was educated in airito fiib- 
urbano prope Velitras ; and chat, as foon as he fpoke , he commanded 
the frogs that were croaking to be filcnt, and from that time, adds 
he, negantur ibi coaxare. From this paflage they infer, that Ofia<vi- 
us was brought up in a place near Velitr<c, which abounded with frogs, 
and confequcnily at U/ubt^, which was in the territory of Vclitra: ; 



(46 J jEuc'uL /. <v. wr, 569, 570. 
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born in the con fu late of Cicero anil Cat us Antonius^ that is* 
in the year of Rome 690. His father Cuius Qcla-vius dying 
when lie was but four years old, his mother Accia married a- 
gun, and took: to her fecond hufband Lucius Atarcius Philip- 
pus, dofcended from thofe Philippic who fignalized themfeives 
in the; Macedonian wars. From his infancy he bore die fur name 
of Tburinusy borrowed, as Suetonius conjectures, from his 
father, who drove the remains of Catiline's army from the 
neighbourhood of Tburiwn, a city of Great Greece , and was 
u . from thence ftyled Tburinus. Accia his mother and Philip- 

is e uca- ^ us hi s father-in-law took care to have him educated 

and inftrudted by the beft matters then in Rome-, and he 
is faid to have fo profited by their inftru£lions, that at nine 
years old he harangued the people with wonderful intrepi- 
dity, and pronounced the funeral oration of his grandmother 
Julia when he was not quite twelve. All the writers of his 
age tell us, that from his infancy he gave glaring proofs 
of an exalted mind, capable of managing the moft difficult en- 
terprifes. His extraordinary parts, fay they, joined to the 
majefty of his mien and comelinefs of his perfon, influenced 
Tberegard in his favour all who knew, or only beheld, him. Above the 
Czefar bad reft, Julius Cafor, his great- uncle, was fo taken with his 
for bim. prudent conduct and a certain maturity of judgment, which 

young Octavius difcovered from his tender years, that he 
cherilhed him, with all the tendernefs of a father, and very 
early formed the defign of adopting him, in cafe he had np 
children of his own. He deftgned to take him with him into 
Spaifty when he went thither to make war on the fons of 
Por/ipey, that he might have an opportunity of inftrudting hint 
in the military art ; but his mother Accia , alarmed at a flight 
indifpo'fition, with which he was feized when upon the point: 
of departing, kept him in Rome till that war was near ended, 
the battle of Munda being fought before he reached Spain. 
He intended to carry him* with him to the Parthian war, and 
with this view fent him before to Apo/lonia, on the other fide 
of the Adriatic , to wait for him there, and in the mean time 
improve his talent for eloquence under the famous rhctori- 
Jj in fort *' c ' an dpolladorus of Pergamus. He had been fix months in 
ida"™* Apollonia, when he received the news of his uncle's tragical 

1 1 on * 

po onia ag . t was f ltuate » n tne jnjdft D f c h e p 0M pti w marines, mull of 

^ . " courfe have been well (locked with frogs (47). Hence it is, that 
vnc es 7W/y calls the inhabitants of this town frogs , beceufe, like frogs, 
****** they lived in ihe midlt of marines (48.) 



(tf) $ Uitt Q&*v. (48; Cie. epift.fam. i. vis. ep. 18. 
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death, which moft fenfibly affli&ed him. At firft he knew 
hot whether the whole innate was privy to his death, or whe- 
ther he had fallen by a con (piracy of his private enemies; but, 
a few days after, he was informed that iixty fenators of the 
moft ilhiftrious families in Rome had been in the plot; that 
even thole who had no /hare in ic, did, however, fecretly 
favour the conspirators, whom they looked upon as the deli- 
verers of their country ; that this party was very powerful 5 
that Antony, Lrpia'us, and the other friends of his great-uncle, 
under pretence of avenging his death, aimed at nothing elfe 
hut to eftablilh their own power; that the city was filled with 
troubles and commotions occafioned by the animofity of dif- 
ferent parties, £Jc. At the fame time he received letters 
from his mother and father-in-law, and his other friends and 
relations, advifing him to forbear for the prefent declaring 
either his pretenfions or refenrnunt, lince there could be no 
fafety for him but in an obfeure and private life. Some of 
his friends went even fo far as to advife him to renounce C<z- 
far's adoption, left he fhould be involved in the fame fate with 
his uncle. Others would fain have perfuaded him to feek for 
ftielter among the troops in Maccdon^ which had, for the molt 
part, ferved under Cafar^ and were appointed to attend him 
in his expedition againft the Parthians. But OEla-vius^ re- R e j ec t$ the 
jeering the timorous counfels of his friends, refolved to pafs advice of 
over into Italy without delay, to inform hiinfelf on th. fpot bis friends 
of the fituation of affairs. Accordingly he went on board a and re/a 
fmall veflel, and, paffing the /fdriatic fea, landed at Lupia^ tionu and 
now known by the name of La Race a, between Brundufium f ets out Jar 
and Hydruntum. The former of thefe two cities was the ufual I ta ty- 
place or landing for thofe who came from the eaft; but Odia- 
vius thought it advifeable not to. (hew himfelf there, the pla.ee 
being full of foldiers, till he had, by means of fome dexterous 
perfons, founded the difpofuigns of both the inhabitants and 
garifoh. The latter no fooner heard of the arrival of their 
late general's fon, than they went out in a body to meet him, 
and introduced him in a kind of triumph into the city. Oc- 
tavius thanked them for their attachment and refpect tp 
the memory of his uncle, and, after having offered a fo- 
fcmn facrifice to the gods, declared himfelf C<*far*s heir and Df/^gg 
fon bv adoption, calling himfelf no longer Cuius Otfavius, himfeif 
But Cairn Julius Qajar Oftavianus (L) y and by the latter Ge.ar'j 

name heir. 

Adopted perfons aflumed all the three names of him who 
adopted them ; but, as a mark of their proper defcent, added at 
the end either their former notnen or cognomen j the firft exac\ly the 

fame 
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name we (hall diftinguifh him, following therein mod of the 
anticnts, till he acquires that of Auguftus, which was given 
him by the fenate after the victory he gained over slntony at 
yftfium. His thus taking the name of C sfar^ and declaring 
himfelf his heir in fo critical a conjuncture, was, no doubt, 
a bold ftep in a youth fcarce eighteen years old - 3 the more, 
becaufe it was againft the advice of all his friends and relati- 
ons : but, from his firft fetting out, fortune Teemed to ef- 
poufe his caufe ; and indeed his rife feems to us more owing 
to fortune, that is, to feafonable conjunctures, and to the 
great reputation of his uncle, whofe memory was adored by 
the foldiery and populace, than to any extraordinary parts of 
his own. All the writers of his time, whether hiftorians or 
poets, men of great wit, but notorious flatterers, reprefent 
him as the greateft commander, the ablefl ftatefrnan, and the 
moft accompliihed prince, the world ever faw ; but whether 
he deferved the praifes, which they fo lavifhly beftowed upon 
him, and for which they were amply rewarded, is a queftion 
Ho<w [up- wn ^ cn mu ft be decided by facts. But to proceed : the garifon 
tlied 'with °f Brundujium^ which was very numerous, and con lifted for 
a*ms % mo- tne mo ^ P art °f brave veterans, whom Cafar intended to 
ney y &c* lead again£t the Partbians^ not only offered their fervice to 

Oftavianus, but put him in pofTefiion of all the military ftores 
and provifions, which Cafar had prepared for his Parthian 
expedition, and conveyed to Brundufium, in order to be 
tranfported from thence into the eafr. At the fame time Or- 
tavianus had the good luck to intercept the tributes, which 
were fent annually to Rome from the provinces on the other 
fide of the fea, and likewife the provifions and money defign- 
ed for the fupport and payment of the troops of the republic 
in Macedon. Thcfe Oftavianus feized for his own ufe, which 
was, according to the laws of Rome> a capital crime, and 
-would have been punifhed with death in lefs turbulent times; 
but O&avianusi young as he was, had already refolved to 
malec himfelf maftcr of the republic, under the fpecious pre- 
tence of revenging his uncle's death. Being thus fupplied at 
once with men, money, arms, and provifions, he fet out 
from Bru>iduftum, and took his rout through Campania to 
Rome. On the fourteenth of the kalends of May he arrived 

fame as before, for inftance, Ser<vilius Capio Agalo Brutus, the 
name of M. "Junius Brutus when adopted by Sernjilius Ceepio A- 
gah. The other was added with fomc flight alteration, as in the 
cafe before u3, Ofia<viu$ calling himfelf, after his adoptive father, 
C. Julius C f efa>\ and changing the cognomen Gttcwius into Qflmi- 

atsus, declaring himfelf thereby to be of the Ottavian family. 

at 
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at Naples, and the next day went to vifit Cicero at his coun- ViJitsQi- 

try-houfe in the neighbourhood of Cumar 9 whither the orator cero. 

had retired for fear of Antony, who now governed Rome with 

an ablulute fway. Of tins viiit Cicero hi rnfclf makes mention 

in one of his cpifUcs to Atticus w \ OcJzz/'umtis wanted a man 

of Cicero's eloquence and authority ro fupport his iutereft in 

the fenate, and Cicero one of Ociavianus's credit among the 

troops to fc recti him again ft the attempts of Antony , with 

whom he had quarrelled. It was therefore agreed between Agreement 

them, that Cicero fliould 'dfiilt Otf avian us with his eloquence, between 

both in the fenate and with the people, and that OcJavianus, Cicero 

on the other hand, fhould defend Cicero again ft all his ene- Octa- 

mies, cfpecfally M. Antony (M). From C unite OcTlavianus vianus. 

purfued his journey to Rome, being joined, as he patted 

through Campania, by the moft confidcrable of his uncle's 

friends, his lelations, freed- men, and even his flaves. The 

veterans like wife, to whom Cajar, after the civil wars, had 

given lands in Italy, haftened from all parts to offer their fer- 

vice to his adopted fon. As he drew near Rome? moft of the 

w Cic. ad Attic. 1. xiv. ep. 10. 

(M) We are told by Plutarch, that Cicero had long had a ten- 
der regard for young Oelavius, whicl . if that writer is to be cre- 
dited, was occafioned by the following dream : While Pompey and 
Cafar were yet alive, fays Plutarch, Cicero, in a dream, feemed 
to fummon the fons of the fenators into the capitol, as if 'Jupiter 
dcfigned to declare one of them the fovereign of Rome. The ci- 

tiaens, hailening thither out of curiofity, furrounded the temple ; 
and the youths, fitting in their purple robes, kept a profound fi- 
lence. On a Hidden the doors opened, and the youths arifing pafT- 
ed one by one before the god, who reviewed them all one after 
another, and di (miffed them j at which they feemed much dif- 
pleafed : but when it came to O:to*vius % & turn to be reviewed, 
Jupiter, ftretching forth his hand, faid aloud, This, O Romans ? 
tois young man, when be Jball become mafter o/Romc, Jball put an 
end to all your cruel <wars. The fame author adds, that Cicero, by 
this villon had framed a perfect idea of the youth, and preferved 
it in his mind, tho' he did not know him. The next day, as he 
was going down into the campus Marti us, he met the boys returning 
from their exercifes, and the firft he faw was young Octavius, juft 
as he had appeared to him in his dre4m. Being greatly furprifed 
at this, he aflced him who he was, and hearing he was the grand- 
fon of Julia, Carfares filler, from that time he falutcd him where - 
ever he met him, and fhewed on al! occafions a particular regard 
for him. But we do not find one word of this in all Cicero's works ; 
and yet it is not to be prcfumcd, that he would have concealed lo 
fignificant a dream from his friend Atticut, 

magiftratcs, 
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magtftrates, the ofHcers of the army, and the people, came out 
in thrones to meet him. Of all the friends and creatures of 
the dictator, Antony aione neglected to pay him the leaft re- 
rpe£fc ; nay, he did not fo much as deign to fend any of his 
fervants or attendants to compliment him in his name > but of 
this young O&avianus took no notice, being unwilling, on fo 
trifling an account, to dilbblige one, with whom he had affairs 
of much greater moment to tranfait. His friends indeed 
could not forbear publicly condemning the pride and ingrati- 
tude of Antt.-ty \ but OttavianuSi with a feeming good tem- 
per, excufed him on account of his greater age and the preroga- 
tives of the confular dignity. It behaves zvbc am but a 
young wan 9 and in a pi inatt jlation, faid he, to luait the firjl 
on one who is my Jenior, and in the hagheji poft of the republic \ 

Accordingly he rcfolved to make him a vifit the next morning; 
but as hedefigned to have his adoption firft ratified by the pt a?tor t 
according to the Roman cuftom, he deli red his friends to meet him 
early the next morning in the forum, with as many attendants as 
they could get together, in order to aflifr. at that ceremony . His 
friends and relations, with numerous crouds of clients and at- 
tendants, accompanied him early in the morning, purfuant to 
his requeft, into the forum, where he proved before Caiusj the 
Ociavi- brother of Antony? at that t me preetor urbanus or city prae- 
tor, his adoption, declared with the ufual ceremonies his ac- 
p.*v*s bis ceptance of the fame, and caufed this his acceptance to be re- 
*hpkn» gdtered bythepuoiic fcribes or notaries. From the forum 

Uctav'tanus went ftrait to Pornpey** girdens, where Antony 
then refided, he having appropriated them to himfelf upon that 
great man's death. The conful made him wait a great while 
rt t the e;ate, to let him know, by that affected di I regard, 
how much he was above him, and what degree of authority 
he deiigned to maintain over him. At length he admitted 
him nvohis apartment, and received him with : *i cat politcnels 
ibtfpsecb ari j c i v ility. O'.i aula nut Ipoke fir ft. Hj began with return- 
r* \.\tony c | ian ks to Antony for his attachment to the mercury of his 

j$ **$ inter ^ :ncr ' anL * C ' 1J P all<: g' 1 *' c he made at his funeral. Then he 
* 'J* mo leftly complamcJ of his having fuffered a pardon to pais 

in fav >ur 01 tiie confpirators, whom he might have pmuflud 
with 'is much f*- verity, and as arbitrarily, as he had done the 
impottor A.n.itius. He reminded him in a very hand (bine 
mn:oer t»l Cafur's friendfn ip to hi m , and of the many iiood 
oliires he hid done him. He conjured hi;n, b) the memory 
of nis friend and benefactor, to a/lift him in revenifiu^ hm 
death, at leaft uc3 1 to oppofe him in fo lauJable an undertak- 
ing. In r |i e clotl. of his ;pecch he gave Antony to underftan^ 

that he was lcfolvcU to pay immediately the legacies which Ins 

father 
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richer had left to the people and foldiery; and therefore de- 
fi red him to deliver up ro him , as Cafar's chief heir, the 
money which he had can fed to be conveyed from Cafar's 
h.Kife to his own ; ZJ<// as that, fmd he, w/V/ hardly be fuffi- 
ciitit to difch.tr ge all my obligations? I /ball be highly obliged to 
you, if you will either lend me Jo me of your own , or procure 
m> forne at inter eji from the qurejiors? that I may pay off what 
jhJll remain due to thoj'e zvhorn my father has remembered in his 
will. sfs for his moveables ? / am willing you Jhould keep them? 
as marks of his affection \ l*ut for the ready money I have prefent 
occa;ion > and therefore hope you will order it, without delay, 
to be delivered to me, A,itony, amazed at the young man's 
boldnefs, and piqued at what he faid in the ciofe of his fpeech 
relating to his father's money, which, according to Plutarch? 
amounted to no lefs than four thou fan d talents, told him with t 
an air of authority, That he was very much miftaken, if he . . ^ 
fancied, that Cafar had left him heir of the Roman empire, rt *" 9 
as well us of his name and fortune ; that his death ought to 
have taught his adopted fon, that the conftitution of the com- 
monwealth allowed neither of hereditary nor elective fove- 
reigns ; and that therefore he ought not to demand reafons of 
a Roman conful for what he had done in the government of 
the commonwealth. As for the obligations, which he pre- 
tended to ovve him on account of the honours which he had 
procured for his father's memory, he willingly acquitted him 
of them all, fince what he had done was without any regard 
to him, and only detigned for the good of his country. How- 
ever, added he, to me alone you are indebted for his name 
and his eitate 5 for had Cafar been treated like an ufurper, 
which I alone prevented, there had been neither will, inhe- 
ritance, nor adoption : but I fecured to him the honours due 
to his memory, and by that means his name and eftate to you, 
even at the hazard of my own life. 'Tis true, I have fuf- 
fered fome decrees to pals in the fenate favourable to the con- 
fpiraiors j but I have been prompted thereunto by reafons, 
which one of your age is not capable of difcerning. As to 
Cafar's money, which you demand, it does not amount to 
fo great a fum as you imagine ; betides, as it belonged to the 
commonwealth, from which your father took it, it has been, 
in great part, fllared ainjng the magi Urates fince his death, 
who are to lay it out according to the exigencies of the ftatc. 
As for what remains, I am ready to put it into your hands 7 ; 
but give me leave to advjfc you, young man, not to lay it 
out in large/Tes and gratifications : employ it rather in fend- 
ing back to their rcfpctlivc colonics that fhoal of followers, 
who attended vou hither. The populace i* a monllcr char 
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will never be fatisfied, and will always requite the good offices 
of their fellow-citizens with the bafeft ingratitude. As yoii 
are converfant in the Grecian hiftory, you mult know, that 
the favourites of the people are, generally fpeaking, fhort- 
lived, and that the popular affe£iion is more inconftant than 
the waves of the ocean *. 

O&avianitSy highly offended at this fpeech., took his leave 
of Antony^ repeating feveral times, as he went out of the 
door, the name of Cctfor. He was well apprifed, that the 
confui kept his father's money and eftate from him, with no 
other view but to difable him from purchafing the favour of 
the people. He therefore refolved to expofe to public fale all 
the houfes and lands that belonged to the dictator, declaringy 
that he had not accepted his inheritance, had it not been to 
prevent Antony from depriving fo many families of the effects 
of Ctefar's bounty towards them ; but the confui, to put a 
flop to the fale, prevailed upon fome prfvate citizens to claim 
the lands, as the cftates of their anceftors, which the dictator 
had appropriated to himfelf during the civil war. At the fame 
time the quxftors and other officers of the revenue, at the 
inftigation of the confui, claimed part of thofe lands, as hav- 
ing been confifcated for the ufe of the public. Hereupon Oc* 
tavianus? fore fee ing the affair would be drawn out to a great 
length, inftantly put up to fale his own patrimony T with the cf- 
tates of his mother and father-in-law, who willingly parted 
with them to promote his defigns, and aflift him in purchafing 
the favour of the people. With the money accruing from 
thefe fales he paid part of his father's legacies ; which affected 
generofity fo charmed the populace* who expected more fa- 
vours from him, that they all declared in his favour, and brok« 
out into bitter invectives againft Antony? for with- holding 
from him his fethers's eftate. A few days after, a new dif- 
pute arofe between Antony and OftavianUs? on occafion of 
the public fhows, which Crotonius exhibited during his sedile- 
fhip. The fenate had decreed, as we have related above, in 
Ca-far's life-time, that at all public fhows a gilt chair and a 
crown of gold fliould be placed for him even after his death, 
to make the memory of that great man immortal. Purfuant 
to this decree, Oftavianus failed not to fend the chair and 
crown ; but the jedile, gamed over by Antony , refufed to ad- 
mit them. Hereupon the affair being carried before the con- 
fui, Antony anfwereJ coldly, That he would refer it to the 
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fenate; And' /, anfwered Q€lavianus haughtily, will go and 
place my father's chair where it ought to Jfand, while you are 
confultlng the coxfcript fathers. Antony , provoked at the young 
man's boldnefs, threatened to fend him to prifon, if he offer- 
ed to bring forth his father's chair and crown, either at the 
games of Crotonius, or at tliofe which he himfelf was to ex- 
hibit in honour of the dictator before the temple of Venus. 
QQavianus, perceiving that this prohibition was ill received hy Falls out 
the people, refolved to turn it to his advantage 5 and accord- with An- 
ingly going into the forum complained there to the multitude tony, 
of the injury done to the memory of his father, addrefling 
him (elf to Antony^ as if he had been prefent : Why Jhould your 
hatred to me, faid he, extend to Csefar, who daferved Jo. well of 
you- ? Why da you endeavour to prevent me from paying thofc 
honours to the memory of my father, whhhyou y our j elf procured^ 
and the fenate decreed^, for bim ? Sacrifice me, if you pleafe, to 
your revenge \ hut do no? thus revile the manes of a great man^ 
to whom you owe your prefent dignity. Suffer me at leajl, O 
Antony, to dif charge thofe legacies , which he has left to his fel- 
low-citizens \ I freely abandon to your in) at table avarice all the 
re/l. I frail think my f elf rich enough^ If I can but do juftice 
to his memory, hy. dijlrthuting among the people what he has 
left tljem by his will. This difcourfe incenfed the populace a- 
gainft Antony - y every one detefted his ingratitude \ even hi* 
own guards, who had all ferved under Cafar, threatened, to 
abandon him, if he continued to perfecute the fon of their 
general. Hereupon Antony, finding it behoved him to diffem- 
ble, aotwithftanding his pailion againft young Oftavianus, 
anfwered, That he preferved a tender regard for the memory 
of Ctffar, and had alfo a great value for his fon 5 buc that as 
the young man, proud of the name of Cafar y pretended to 
put himfelf* upon, the level with a conful, he thought himfelf 
obliged to make him fen able of the difference there was be^ 
tween a private citizen and the chief niagiftrate of the* repub- 
lic ; but that he was ready, to forget all that was paft, provid- 
ed Oclavianus would, for the future, pay him that refpccland 
deference, to which his office and age intitled him. This ex- 
planation was, at the requeft of the officers, followed by an 
interview, in which, after mutual protcftations of friendfhip-, ^ a ,. 
they promifed to aflilt each other in revenging Cafar** death rec ' 0 „ a / 4 
and perfecuting the authors of it K . 

In this pretended reconciliation with Qtfuvianus, Antony 
had his private views. As the confular year was near expir- 
ing, he honed 3 by the intereir of Oc~2a*vijnuj , to procure for 

*Plut. Dro. Appijiu, ibid. 
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himfelf the province of dfalpinc Gaul, which bad been given 
to Decimus Brutus by the dictator, and confirmed to him after 
his death by a decree of the fenate. As he knew the impor- 
tance of that government with refpe<£t to all Italy, he renion- 
rated to Ottaviantts, that fmce he was generoufiy difpofed 
to revenge the death of his father, he ought not to fufFer one 
of his aflaflins to enjoy a command at the very gates of Rome. 
Oclavi anus fell into the fnare, and prom i fed to afiUr. him with 
all his interefh Hereupon the affair was brought before the 
fenate, where it met with great oppofition, the confeript fa- 
thers looking upon the caule of the confpiiators as the fame 
with that of liberty. Befides, they could not turn Brutus 
out of the province which Cufar had allotted him, without 
reverilng the decree by which they had confirmed all his acts. 
The propofal was therefore rejected by a great majority ; nay, 
there were not wanting fome, who, well apprifed of ji*:tonf% 
ambitious views, propofed declaring that province a free ftate, 
rather than trulting the government of it to one, who would 
make ufe of it as a place of arms, and from thence awe the 
capital ; but as that province feemed very convenient for his 
defigns, Antony had recourfe to the people, whofe tribunes 
he hud bribed ; and the undifcerning multitude, notwithftand- 
ing the remonlTrances of the fenate, granted him the govern- 
ment he defired. On this occafion Oftavianus employed all 
his interefr. in favour of Antony, and it was chiefly by his in- 
trigues and under-hand management, that the conful carri- 
ed his point. The confeript fathers immediately difpatched a 
mcfleuger to Brutus, acquainting him with what had pafied, 
and advifing him not to deliver up the province to Antony \ 
but to fortify himfelf there, and keep out the conful, if nccef- 
fary, by force or arms f . 

The friends of Cerfar triumphed on account of the recon- 
ciliation he. wet n Q 61 avian us and Antony ; bur, as the inte- 
refts of the two rivals were fo widely oppose, each of them 
afpiring at the fame power which Csefiir had enj.»ved, it was 
impoffible they fhould continue long united. Antony, think- 
ing himfelf now matter of Italy , began to thwart OSJavianus\ 
meafurcs and regard him lefs ; nay, he commanded h.m, un- 
der fevere penalties, to for he* r bribing the populace with his 

and becanfe 0£}aiuanus % by the great intcre ft he 

likely to get Flaminius, one ot 
h»s creatuies, named to t..e tribunate, A itony employed all his 
ci edit nr.d authority with the multitude to poftponc the elec- 
tion. Thus the hatred and nvciTton of die two rivals were 
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kindled anew, Antony never mentioned OcJavianus, hut with 
the epithets of a rajh, turbulent, and frdLtiouSy young man\ while 
Oc~la<via'/u*, on the other hand, kit no fro ne unturned to ltir 
tip the re-feiitment of th»- people againft Antony. \ he fenate 

overji**. cl at this Jivifiou ; but A :tony\ guards and the . 
Jare dictator's friends did not fail to rem onfl- rare 10 him anew 
the dan^erou confequenccs of their difa^reemciU and to ex- 
hort A' tony ro be reconciled again t> the (on of thei r general : 
th yo ur/'fety and ours , laid t h ey «, */<cp /• v ~> n t he undo ing 
dJ the cofjpt rotors. If their party prevails, we rnufi expert to 
be proper ibad \ as the minijfers and accomplices of an ufurper* 
Nothing can fofport our party hut your union with you*g 
vianub. djj'fl him therefore in his get.trous defign of revenging 
Caefar'j death* Let it not be fat d \ thnt the diftutor** heji 
friend creffes his fon, in the projecution of tbofe who have bafc- 
ly and treaehtroujly murdered his fit. her, Antony wab no lefs 
deftrous of deftroying the confpiraturs than his foldiers and of- 
ricers : but he could not brook it (hould be owing to Ocla- 
vianus. He was afraid, that, under pretence of revenging 
Carfar's death, he might feize on the fovereign power, after 
having ruined the republican party. This was the fecret 
motive that prompted him to oppofe GcJa'vianus, whom he 
faw greatly beloved both by the ioldiery and people. How- 
ever, as it much concerned him not to difoblige the officers 
and legionaries, who had followed hi.n fincc the dictator's 
death, he undertook to juflify his conduct to them in the 4 ntonv 
following harangue, which is related at length by Ap pi 'a y , endeavours 
and unravels all the myfteries of his wicked policy. After to juflify 
having given them an account of the disturbances that hap- hisconduS. 
pened in the city upon the firft news of Carfar's death, he 
goes on thus : cc The general cry \va», chat the republic 
was restored, and the fenate feemed difpofed to decree a 
reward for the affaflins, as the authors of liberty. If this 
had been effected, Cafar had be.n declared a tyrant, and 
we all involved in the fame fentence as his accomplices" ; 
but I alone flood up againft all the confpirators, their 
relations, their friends, and, I may fay, againft the fenate 
itfeJf. Their adherents forefeeing, that, if Cafe/ r was not 
* c declared a tyrant, the confpirators might be punifhed, were 
*< very fanguine for having Jiis memory branded with infamv. 

As both parties defended their opinions with obfrinacy, I 
** thought it advifeable to propofe a general pardon for the 
confpirators, rather than a reward. The confeript fathers 
approved of my propofal, and, thinking the confpirators 
fecure, were eafily prevailed upon to drop the que ft ion re- 
latingto Cafar. 'Thus I preferved the glory of his name 
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04 in tire,. faved his eftate and goods from being forfeited, 
and prevented that adoption from being cancelled, which 
6< now. raaJces G+iavianus fo daring. He enjoys the fruit of 
my cares. To get his father's will confirmed, I confent- 
4C cd to a pardon in favour of the confpirators ; but you- 
mail not infer from thence, that my defign was to fecure 
ct their lives : I only reprieved them. It was not my. fault 
ct if they were not all to/e to pieces on die dav of C^far'^ 
4 * obfequies. Under pretence of deploring; Co-far 1 s death I 
66 incenfed the people againir. them, and obliged them to quit 
44 R.07Jie. I have oppofed all the mcafures of the fenate tend- 
tfc ing to their fafety. I have obtained of the people, not- 
tc withffcanding the oppofition. of the confeript fathers, the 
province of Clfalplue Gaul*, whence, with your afiiftance, 
*- I defign to drive Decimus Brutus. In fhort, I am deter- 
44 mined at aJl adventures to revenge your general** death, 
4 * and ufe my utmoft endeavours to compafs the toral ruin 
4< of all who have bad any hand in his murder. Such has 
Ci hitherto been my conduit, fuch are at prefent my deiigns^ 
C4 which I was unwilling to conceal from you, who are to 
It rfecn- 4 * aiTift me in the execution of them. " This Ipeech fatif- 
ctUJ ainw fied his officers ; yet they infilled on his heing reconciled a- 
to Oda- new to Gftavi-anus^ with whom, at their requeft, he had a 
^laitua. fecund interview in the capitol, which ended in mutual en- 
gagements a*id promifes to aflii-t each other,, a* the former 
had done; but uocwithftanding their pretended reconciliation^ 
they parted jufr. as fincere friends as they were before. O&a- 
Vianus was willing, that Antony^ as his father's creature, 
Ihould alEi: him in revenging Ca/ur's death; but would not 
put him at the head of a party, which, after the defeat of 
the cun fpira tors, would be mafter of the republic. On the 
other hand* Antony^ quite indifferent about the revenging of 
Ca:jar*s death, oulv pretended to be in e;irnefr, to ingratiate 
hunlclf with the IblJiery and populace. The fovereij;n power 
was what he aimed at, and whoever traverfed him in the 
punfuit of it, whether Qilaroianus^ Brut us , or Cojfius^ was 
equally odious to hi in. 

And now Antony^ the more to attach his cnllegue Corne- 
lius Dolabclla to his intereft, and at the fame time to weaken 
the party of the cuiifpirators, perfuaded him to demand the 
pov eminent of Syria , which had been allotted, by CafaF to 
CtJjjiui^ and the command of the army which the dictator had 
utliwned to lead againft the Parthians. The leuate, highly 
orJende.l at fuch an unfealbnable demand,, reinonitrated to 
him, tliat it was an inuut both upon the memor.y of Latar y 

who had given tliuc government to Ca£lus 9 . and upon* them* 

who 
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who had, by a fpecial decree, confirmed all his ordinances 5 

but Dolabell<2i> who was now wholly addi&ed to Antony, an- 

fWe red, That CaJJtus had firft cranfgreiied the ordinances of 

C&far , and that a traitor, who had imbrued his hands in 

the blood of his friend arid benefj&or* ought not to have any 

fhare in his favours. As the fenate continued inflexible, the go- 

affair was brought before the people, who readily granted the w™ ne ** 

government of Syria to Dolabella, in hopes of feeing a fpeedy °f - vna , 
1 /- 1 1 ■ t\ y - ■ , ° r \ conferred 

vengeance taken or the dictator s enemies, without coniiuer- Oola. 
ing, that their death would be immediately followed with the ^ella a7J( f 
lofs of their own liberty. Antony^ taking advantage of the t j iat \f 
prefent difpofition of the people, prevailed upon them at the jviacedon 
fame tinre to confer on his brother Caius Antonius the go- *W lllyrt- 
vernment of Maccdon and Illyricum, which had been given to cum o«C. 
M.. Brutus. By thefe new promotions Brutus and Caffius Antonius. 
were deprived of their governments 9 but the fenate, -w4io 
placed ^all their hopes in fhefe brave patriots, and were equal- 
ly jealous of OElavutnus and Antony, procured other .provinces 
for them, viz.* Cyrene and Crete for Cqjftus^ and Bithyni* ibr 
Brutus a . 

As the reconciliation of Antony and- Qtlavi anus was forc- 
ed and no-ways fincere, their pretended friend Hi ip Was but 
fhort-lived. A few days after they had mutually engaged jj \ frsciv 
in the capitol to ailifr. each other, Antony caufed fome of his breach ?*** 
guards to be. put under arreft, giving out, that they had been tiveen Arr- 
corrupted by Q&ctvianus to murder him. This point has ne- tony and 
ver been well cleared up. Some writers are of opinion, that O&avia- 
it was -only a :fetch of Antony's to elbran^e the minds of the nus * 
people from his rival. Others feem inclined to believe, th 
tj&aviantts had really formed fuch a defign, and that he was 
put upon it by the confeript fathers, with whom he was at that 
time upon very good\terms. Cicero, tho' a friend to Qffav'i- 
net/ does not queftion the fa<9: j but endeavours to turn it to 
the glory of Gtiavianus, as if he ought to be highly.commend- 
ed for attempting to deliver the republic from fo cruel an e- 
ncmy. There were not wanting Come among the zealous re- 
publicans, who imagined, that the whole was agFeed on be- 
tore-hand between ithe heads of the two .parties, that they 
might have a plauiiblc pretence to rait* troops for the accom- 
plishment of their private defigns j but. their enfuing conduct fuf- 
iicieiuly (hewed, that each of them fought the others de(truc- 
tiun, and afpired to remain alone at the head of the party, 
urtiich was oppoftte to that of the confpirators. With this 
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Tbe\ both view they began now both to raif<: forces. Antony Cent orders 
arm, to his brother Cuius, for whom he hud procured il. ; govern- 

ment of Mace don , to bn'n<^ over into Italy four oi ih. U*ai.>us 
that were quartered in that province. He £..tuied in in lc If, 
that Lcpidu*, who was now in Spain at J:c n„.id of four le- 
gions, and tlancus, who commanded three muie in *2>anf~ 
alpine Gaul, would declare for him. On the other hand, 
Oclavianus, fearing to be furpiifed and ciufhed by his ene- 
my, haftened into Campania, where he drew together ten 
thou fan d brave veterans , who had ferved under Co-far, and 
had been rewarded by him lor their fcrvice with lands in that 
part of Italy. Xo thefe the name of Evocati was flrffc giv- 
en, becaufe afrer they had ferved their legal time, and receiv- 
ed the rewards due to their valour, they were again invited 
into the army. He likewife found means to corrupt with large 
prefents, and gain over two of Antony's legions, the Martian 
and the fourth. Having thus raifed an army of Ids own au- 
thority, without being invefted either with a military title or 
any magiftracy, which gave him right to head the forces of 
Octavia- tne rc P uonc 5 efpecially againft a conful, he marched ftraight 
nus enters to & ome 5 but thought it advifeable to halt at the temple of 
Rone Mars i about two rniies from the city, till he obtained the 
uoitbanu- confent of the people for his entry. Canutius, a tribune of 
merous bo- the people, in an harangue to the multitude, affured them, 
ay of men. that young Offavianus had no other view, in entering Rome 

with fo numerous a guaid, but to protect them and himfelf 
from the infults and dangerous attempts of the cruel and 
ambitious conful. The populace, always Abort in their 
forcfight, believed their tribune, and differed OcJavianus to 
enter the city with all his forces. Antony was then at Brun- 
dujium, whither he had gone to appeal e a tumult, which fome 
mutineers had raifed among the Macedonian legions 5 but as 
he was hourly expedted back, both with his own guards and 
the other legions which had remained faithful to him, nobo- 
dy doubted, but a civil war would foon be kindled within 
the very walls of Rome, In this pei Tuafion fome fided with 
Antony, others with OSiavianus ; but the moft difcerning a- 
mong the fenators declared for neither, affecting to ftand neu- 
ter, and, in the mean time, ft ii ring up under-hand the heads 
of the two parties againft each other, not without hopes of 
Cicero fa- feeing them both undone by their mutual hatred h. Cicero, 
"vows Oc- out of the averfion he bore ^to Antony, fided with Oclavia- 

nus, whom he had afliitcd with his advice ever fincc his firft 
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arrival in Italy y omitting no occafion to difcredit bis rival 
Antony both with the fenate and people, as plainly appears 
from thofe inimitable declamations which have reached us, 
and are known by the name of Philippics, a name borrowed 
from the orations which Dcmojthenes wrote againft Philip 
the father of Alexander. M. Brutus, who was ltill in the Brutus 
neighbourhood of Rome, wrote feveral letters to Cicero, C0m pj*tns 
wherein he complained of his conduct in very (harp terms, °f^ s cm 
tellino- him, That, no withftanding his boa I ted lovs of liber- * * 
ty, he was very fcniible he could endure a tyrant ; that it 
was manifeft, from his courting OStavianus, that he did not 
intend liberty for his country, but a bountiful mafter for 
bim'elf ; but our forefathers, faid Brutus , could not brook 
even an eafy and gentle llavery. As for my own part, fays 
he in one of his letters, I am not refolved whether I {hall 
make war or peace ; but as to one point I am fixed and fet- 
tled, which is never to be a flave. I wonder, that you, fays 
he in writing to Cicero, fhould fear the danger of a civil war, 
and not be much more afraid of a difhonourable and infa- 
mous peace. All you can promife yourfclf from deftroy- 
ing the tyranny of Antony is, to make OSfavianus the ty- 
rant. Such were the fentiments of that noble and truly ge- 
nerous fpirit c ! 

But to return to Antony, after be had ap pea fed the tu- 
mult, which had been raifed among his troops at Brundufe- 
urn bv the emiflaries of 0<tJavianus, and difcharged fuch of 
the officers as he diitrufted, he ordered his legions to march 
to Ariminum ; but too'c himfelf his rout towards Rome, 
which he entered at the head of a thoufand well-armed le- 
gionaries j but the very next day he left the city, and went 
to Alba, in hopes of regaining the two legions which had 
revoked from him, and were quartered in that city ; but 
they (hutting the gates againft him, he hafrencd from thence 
to Tibur, where he had lodged great ftore of ammunition and 
pruviiions, with a defign to drive Decimus Brutus out of 
Cifalpine GauL At 'Tibur he was joined by the tenth legi- 
on, lately arrived from Macedon, by feveral fenators, and a 
great number of Roman knights, who came to offer him 
their lervice. Many veterans like wife, who hail formerly 
ferved under him, flocked to him from all parts of Italy ; Co 
that he began his march towards Ariminum at the head of Antonv 
five legions, and a con (id arable body of Roman knights. Or- matches 
tavianu. was in the mean time at Alba, with the two legions /,,s ttoo pi 

that had abandoned Antony, one of new- raifed iolJicrs, and toward* 

Ariiiiia- 
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two of fuel) veterans as had* fjrved under his father. From 
this place he wi'Hc to the fenate, complaining of the i neon* 
Ihincy of fome members of that au^uft bodv, who, after the 

■ — 4 

rn Ah fole-rm protcftaiums of hicndlhip to him, had bafely 
VAKin .!"n i his party and joined that of his rival. At the 
fimc tif.i., lie offered to march with all his forces againft 
Jnton\\ as a common enemy. The fenate commended the 
jounji general's zeal, but adjourned all deliberations on fo 
v eighty an affair, till the election of new confuls. But the 
foluicrs pre fie J him to take upon him the title of propraetor, 
without waiting till the fenate or confuls conferred it upon 
Gctavia- him, and in that quality to head them againft: Antony. Oc- 
nus'j of tavianns well knew that this would give great umbrage to the 
feSfJ mo- fenate, whofe favour he defigned to court till he had got 
dtfly and r jJ or " Antony ; and therefore he refufed the title, with which 
private his legionaries were willing to honour him. When his molt 
%ue*ws. intimate friends, whom he ufed to confult in all affairs of 

moment, rem onft rated to him, that his troops would kruple 
to obey a citizen without any title or magiftracy, he ac- 
quainted them with the reafons which induced him to rcfufe 
the title offered him by the army. The fenate, faid he, has 
declared for me, not out of friendfhip to me, but becaufe 
they arc afraid of Antony : their defign is to make ufe of me 
to deftroy him, and afterwards to deftroy me by the hands 
of thofe who have affaflinated my father ; but this is not a 
proper time to let them undcrftand, that I have penetrated fo 
far into the myfteries of their policy, which I ftiould certain- 
ly do, if I accepted of thofe honours which the army offers 
me : this they would look upon as an incroachrnent upon 
their authority, and hate me as much as they do Antony. 
Let us therefore dhTemble for a while ; my pretended rc- 
ipecl and fub million to them will engage them to confer on 
me a dignity which, they know, my foidiers are difpofed to 
give me in fpitc of them. And indeed the confeript fathers, 
deceived by his feeming mod eft y, conferred or him- that very 
title which he had lately refufed ; nay at the motion of Cicero, 
dciirous of having in him a powerful and hearty protector 
againft Antony, they ordered a ftatue to be erccSted to him, 
gave him a place in the fenate, and enabled him to hold the 
confulate ten years fooncr than was allowed by law. Thus 
was the timorous orator fccuiing a protedior to himfclf at the 
eNpence uf the public fafcty J . 



<* Appian. Dio, Plut. ibid. & Cic. pafTim. in cpift. & 
Philippic, 1, & 2. 

Is 



Chap. 13. 



The Roman Hijlory 



99 



In the mean time, Antony from his camp at Ariminuin 
difpatched a meflenger to Decimus Brutus, acquainting him 
with the decree of the people, which deprived him of the 
government of Cijalpine Gaul, and conferred it on himfclf* 
To the decree of the people Brutus oppofed that of the fo- 
liate, confirming all the aels of turjar. After feveral mc/Tages 
and deputations, Antony at length threatened to have him de- 
clared an enemy to the republic, if within a limited time he 
did not rcfign to him the government of a province, which 
had been allotted to him by the Roman people. Brutus* 
without being the leafl fr ightened by his threats, returned an r 
fwer, that he had been appointed governor of Cijalpine Gaul 
bv a decree of the fenate, and would not quic his province, 
tiil thole who had placed him in it thought rit to recal him. 
Hereupon the conful, breaking into the province at the head Antony 
of a numerous army, made himfelf mailer of feveral cities, invades 
and even Laid liege to Mutina, now Afodena, whither Brutus t^P ro ~ 
hid retired with a troop of gladiators and three legions, Jl£T r f °-f 
two of which he had formerly commanded under Cerfar, q^j^"^ 
The fiege of Mutina w.is looked upon by the fenate as 1 r tQ 
a declaration of w;ir ; but they poftponed all deliberations jviutina. 
on fo important a fubjec^, till the new conCuls entered 
upon 1 heir office. Thefe were Cains Fihius Panja and 
Aulus Uiriius, who had botii ferved under C<rjar 9 and were 
great friends to Cicero* I Urdus wa* the author of that relati- 
on of the Alexandrian and African wars, which is annexed to 
Cafar's commentaries. They no fooner entered upon their 
office, than they jijlembled the fenate, and after having fee 
forth in a very pathetic ipeech the evils with which the repub- 
lic was threatened, they propo'ed the two following queftions 
to the conlideration of the confeript fathers, viz. what re- 
wards the two legions deferved, that had abandoned Antony 
to fide with Oct avi anus ) and what expedients they judged 
proper to be taken in order to bring Antony to renounce 
his pretention* to the province ol Cifalpine Gaul? It was una- 
nunoully re f« )lved, that the 1 wo kgioiis uV>uld he rewarded, 
and the coniuta were impoweicd to confer on t:.em what re- 
wards they thought proper. As lor Aatony, Conic wci e of opi- 
nion, that a deputation thou Id be tout to him, in treat i n° inni in the 
nuiL* oi^tne fenate to raife die Ik'v* of Al-nina, and .iwan-iu:! that 
pr )vmcc. Bit C'ccro in .1 fiXw«.n, winch \us rc.ic'icJ us, 
his litih Philippic, (hewed, it Was nenea h the digniiy o. :..e 
R.'iin pjopL- to tre.it with a ic\olted ciri/.cn, and that iK-fjo- 
t» ttiJiiA would only give him time to ihenyhen hinifeli" in 
t!i ■; it; wince he had ulurpjd \ he v.vs il.crUure of o; iniun, 
34* p: j.njiud hi* uniniju with gicat wairath and clv^umce, 
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that war fliould be forthwith proclaimed again ft him, as a 
common enemy. His fpeech was filled with in oft bitter in* 
vedtives again ft Antony and the hi^heft commendations of Oc 
tavianus \ which feems to confirm the truth of what Bru- 
tus wrote to his friend Atticus, viz. that Cicero did not, in 
/xJing with young C^far y intend to deliver his country from 
tyranny, but to procure a bountiful matter to himfclf. Others 
are of opinion, that Cicero* deceived by the affected modefty 
and feigned protections of the young politician, really be- 
lieved, that he had nothing elfe in view but to guard himfclf 
and the republic againft the ambitious attempts of Antony. 
However that be, after warm debates, which lafted three days, 
Cicero , who bore great fway in the fen ate, prevailed upon 
the confeript fathers to pals a decree, commanding Antony to 
raife the fiege of Mutina without delay, to quit the province 

*fJrrifctbc°^ Cif a lp ine Gaul^, and marching his troops over the Rubicon^ 
* which parted Gaul from Italy, to wait on the banks of that 
river for further commands from the fenate. All this he was 



Antony 
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f*S*Qf 

Mutiha. 



He is at 
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ordered under pain of being declared an enemy to his country. 
But Antony, who had a numerous army under his command, 
and could not perfuade himfelf, that Q£la<vianus would em- 
ploy his forces againft him in favour of one of the con fpira tors, 
paid no manner of refpect either to the deputies of the fenate, 
who were fent to acquaint him with the decree, or to the de- 
cree itfelf. Hereupon at the motion of Cicero,, Antony was 
declared an enemy to his country, and the two confuls were 
ordered to raife troops and haften to the relief of Brutus, who 
ectaredan was c l 0 fely befieged, and already reduced to great ftraights in 
enemy to Mutina. At the fame time, Oclavianus was commanded by 
a *9 r th e fenate to join his forces to thofe of the confuls, and to 

in concert with them againft the common enemy. He 
inverted with a power equal to that of the confuls, and it 
decreed, that the veterans, who ferved under him, fhould 
be rewarded with lands as foon as the war was ended, and be 
exempted for ever from the fervice c . 

While the two confuls were bufy in raifing troops, news 
was brought to Rome of the death of Caius Trebontus, who 
by a decree of the fenate had been lent into Afia in quality of 
proconful. The manner of his death is thus related by Ci- 
cero. Dolabclla having obtained, as we have related above, 
by means of Antony the government of Syria, haftencd thi* 
Cher ; but on his arrival found Trcbonius in polleffion of feve- 
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ral cities, which he had feized as lieutenant to Brutus ^ who 
hud been firlfc appointed governor of that province. As Do- 
iabtlla was not in a condition to difpoflefs him by force of the 
places he held, he invited him to an interview, in which it 
ag.eed that they fhould al'ftain from all manner of hofti- 
lities, and live in perfect amity and friendftiip ; for Dolabel- 
la pretended now, as he had done formerly, to be in his heart 
a friend and well-wiQier to Brutus and his followers. The 
credulous republican, relying on the promifes of Dolabella* 
continued quietly at Smyrna as in the moil peaceable times ; 
but his treacherous rival, taking advantage of his fecurity and 
indolence, furprifed the city in the dead of the night, and hav- 
ing taken Trebonius himfelf prifoner, delivered him up to a Tre- 
Roman exile, by name Samiarius ; who, after having made Nonius 
him fuffer^ by Dolabella's orders, for two days together, the treache- 
moit exquifite torments which rage and cruelty could invent, roujly mur 
caufed his head to be cut off, and his body to be dragged dercd by 
through all the ftreets of Smyrna , and then thrown into the Dolabella 
fea. His head was carried on the point of a fpear ail over the * n Syria, 
city, and afterwards fet up over-againft the tribunal, where 
he ufed to adminifrer juftice. From thence it W3s taken down 
by the foldters, who being incenfed againft Trebonius , as privy 
to the death of their general, abufed the poor remains of his 

body in the grofleft manner f (Nj. Thus was Trebonius* the 

firft 



f Cic. Philippic, ii. 

(N) Appian, Dion Caffius, and VelUius Paterculus relate this affair 
in a different manner. They tell us, that Trebonius, who had been 
fent into Syria by Brutus as his lieutenant, refufed to admit Do/a- 
bel/a 9 though con ful, into the cities of Smyrna and Pergamus ■ ', but 
neverthelels, out of refpect to the confular dignity, fupplied his 
army with provifions, and fent word to the Epbefians, that they 
might open their gates to him. While the coniul was marching 
towards Ephefus at the head of his army, Trebonius detached n 
fmall body of troops after him to obferve his motions. As he 
quietly purfued his rout to Epbcfus without committing any hoftili- 
ties, the greateit part of Trebonius** troops returned to Smyrna. 
Then Dolabella, turning back unexpectedly upon thofe who remain- 
ed, cut them all to a roan in pieces, and advancing by the favour 
of the night to Smyrna without beim* perceived, furprifed the city, 
and put all thofe to the fword who offered to oppofc him. A party 
of his foldicrs, breaking into the houfe where Trebonius lodged, 
feized him in bed. The proconful earneltly intreated the cenru- 
rion, who commanded the party, to carry him to Dolabella PI ^ 

ivi/l cwry you to the cQn/J % anfvvwcd the centurion, who was on^ 
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firfl of all the confoiratnrs, inhum inly facriliced to the manes 
of Cvefar. H* was oik* of the dictator's chief favourites, had 
been railed bv him to the com u Lite for the three la ft months 
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of the vear and hid been tw > years before truftcd with 

the government of Flither Sp./.'w^ whither he was fetit to flop 
the pro^refs of the Ton; of Pjtnp.y. He ferved the dictator 
with great h leurv, till he be^an openly to afpire at the fovc- 
rclga power; a'ld then, the love of his country getting the 
better of all private oiihz; it ions, he joined Brutus? and (ha red 
with him the glory of deh vorinc at Jca(t for fome time, his 
fellow- fuhjeits from fl.ivcry. Wnen the news of his death, 
and loonu::er the remains of his mangled bod*' were brought 
to Rovic, the fenate, highly provoked at the cruelty and Ciea- 
chcry of Doiul^lL:, declared him, at the motion of Cicero, 
a rebel and en:my to his country. At the fame time, they 
palled a decree enacting* that Brutus ihoulJ have the govern- 
ment of Mac-: A in and lllyr'tcum, and the command of tnc for- 
ces in thole provinces, till fuch time as the republic recovered 
her ancient m ijeity ; that he mijht make ufe of the fleet which 
Afcticizis had, by C c f ur's orders, got ready, together with 
^ill the provisions, military ftores, and money, to the amount 
of feven thoaland talents, which Ces l ar had lodged in the city 
of Demetrias^ and deligned for his Parthian expedition ; that 
Ctijiu* (houlJ take upon 'him the government of Syria? and 
the charge of making war upon Dolabella and revenging the 
death of Trcbonius ; and, laflrly, that all governors and com- 
manders of forces belonging to the republic mould receive or- 
ders from thefe two generals 11 . 

Antony? being informed by his emiflaries of fuch an extra- 
ordinary ftjp taken by the fenate, laid hold of this oppor- 
tunity to raile fufpicions and jealouhes in the minds of the 
conful Hirtius and young Oclaviantts a gain ft the confer! pt fa- 
thers. He writ a letter to them in common, putting thern 
in mind of the many favours they had received at the dicta- 
tor's handb, upbraiding them with ingratitude for bafely be- 

B Cic. ad familiar. I. xii. cpift. 7. & Philippic, ii. Strabo, 

1. xiv. p. 64/i. V u li.. Pate kcu 1.. 1. ii. c. 69. Ap p i a n . 1. iii. 
p. 54 2. & I iv. p. 624,. Dio.l. xlvii p. 344. 

of Crfar % s old foldiers : Hut sour head vutjl remain here Accord* 
ing'y lie i;naiediaie!y cut oiF his head, which was kicked about by 
the iucealed ioldiery in a moil contemptuous manner (40 ). 
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travinc the catife of their bcnefjclor to embrace that of Lis 
juu rdercrs, and laving (.'pen to tliem the fecret dchgns of (lie 
fenatc, which were to make them the inftrumcnts of each 
others ruin. Thcfe remonrti anccs made a deep impreflion oil 
Ociuvinnus, and inclined him to a reconciliation with his ri- 
val. But, as his own intciefr. was the fole rule of his con- 
duel, and lie apprehended, that if he joined Artery, that 
renuia] would ptetend to he acknowledged the head of the 
partv, he fhll pmfued his former meafurcs, which were 
to court the iavour or the ftr.atc, till fucii tune as he had 
got rid of fo powerful and lormidahle a rival. Pui fuimt to 
this fchemc, he not only pretended to be quite unacquainted 
with the private views of the confciipt fathers, hut, to give 
proof of his deference to the confuls, readily furreiuiered to 
Hirtius the legion of Alars and the fourth, which ha*i quit- 
ted JntGny\ party, and which the conful, by a fecret 
order from the fenate, required him to deliver up to hiir.fclf. 
After this he joined the remainder of his forces to thofe cf 
Hirtius, and inarched with him into Cifalpine Caul, to the IT rr'm 
relief of Decimu s Brutus, while Pan/a, the other conf ul, conti- Ch*la- 
nued in Italy to raife more troops there, Hirtius and GfJavui- \ : :inu-« 
nus took Bononia and feveral other ckies which A'rtory had lei- v:arcb to 
zed, and then, advancing to the neighbourhood ol Aiutir.a^ in- { ' c 'o'/V/ 
camped at a fmall diftance frcm Jutouy's lines, with a dcfiu.ii °f Ewi 
to cut off" Ids communication wiih the neighbouring coui t \ , n,lis ^ ,u * 
and by that means oblige him, fur want ot pioviiIon>, u> 1 * 
raife the fiege. In the mean time, P. I \htidiu<^ a foklier 
of fortune, who had ferved under Ccsjur and was a particular 
friend to Antony, quitting Rome, where Cicero governed v\ ith 
an abfolute fway, viiited all the colonies which Car'ur had 
lately eftablifhed in Italy \ and, as he was well known for his 
valour, and greatly beloved by the foldiery, he railed in a 
Ihort time two legions, confining wholly of veterans, with a y ent j c ] 
defign to march them to the relief of /Intony. JJut fiill, he , w y rfJ y^. 
caufed feveral of them to en: or Rome piivatcly vvhh orders to ces to<n?ifl 
feize upon Cicero, who wars ih.il y inveighing againft //ntcny, Antony, 
and wholly taken up in raiuny money, at the eNper.ce of 
Antony's friends, to pay the troops of Ofiuivjnu s and the 
confuh. But the orator, having timely notice of his Jelign, 
abandoned the city, with feveral other fmstois, and con- 
cealed himfclf in the country. Hereupon i n:ti Vus, fin !it:g 
his defign had got vent, man lud in all hafle towaohs Muti.ta \ 
hut all the pmTcs bein;; fcr/.tJ Uv JH> tins anJ OV.'/*:/./////^ 

he was obliged to rrthe into Pice vj •//.►/, where he railed 

another legion, kecpinj. hi> troup-. in a re.u!i.;Lb to march on 
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the firft opportunity that offered of ferving his friend and 

party *». 

In the mean time, Panfa^ having raifed four legions in 
Rome y left the city, and, taking his rout towards Cifalpine 
Gauly arrived at Bononia* As the country between that city 
and Mutina was full of woods and marflies, Hirtius and 
OSfavianus upon the news of his approach detached the le- 
gion of Mars, which confifted wholly of veterans, with their 
guards, or praetorian coho:ts, under the command of Carfu- 
leiusy to cover his march. On the other hand, Antony fent 
out in the night-time his two beft legions, the fecond and 
thirty-third, with orders to conceal themfelves among the 
rulhes of a large morafs, which lay on each fide of the /Emi- 
lia* way, through which the conful Pan/a was to march. 
Carfuleius joined the confular army with his detachment be- 
fore they reached the morafs, and was marching in the van at 
the head of the legion of Mars and the guards of Hirtius 
and OcJavianus, when upon entering the caufway, which led 
acrofs the marfh, he obferved fome armed men lying among 
the rufhes. However, he advanced boldly on the caufway with 
the legion of Mars ; but was not gone far before he faw 
himfelf inverted by Antony's two legions, who, ftarting up 
from among the reeds and ruflics, fell upon him with incre- 
dible fury. At the fame time, Antony appeared in perfon at 
the head of his cavalry in the neighbouring plain. The con- 
ful Pan/a, at the head of two of his legions, flew to the 
afliftance of the legion of Mars, which, was engaged with two 
of Antony's legions 5 but thofe brave veterans, refilling to 
admit the conful's raw and undifciplined levies into their ranks, 
for fear they fhould rather incumber than relieve them, the 
conful pafling the morafs, marched in good order into the 
plain, to prevent Antony from lending any afiiftance'to his le- 
gions and guards on the caufway, where both parties fought 
with a fury hardly to he exprefled. Antony's two legions were 
bent on revenging themfelves on the Martial legion for ha- 
ving abandoned their party ; and on the other fide the Martial 
legion was refolved to maintain that honour and reputation 
which they had gained in many battles under Gtrfar. Thus 
the engagement became a particular quarrel between the fol- 
diers ; and never did troops fight with more rage and emula- 
tion. As their numbers were pretty equal, Antony's two le- 
gions being fupportcd by his guards, and the Martial legion 
by the guards of Hirtius and OftaviatiuSj the battle lafted 
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from morning to night without any coniiderable advantage on 
cither fide. Oftavianus's guards were almoft to a man cut in 
pieces, but thofe of Hirtius> after having made a dreadful 
flaughter of the enemy, obliged Antony's fecond legion to 
give ground, which they did in good order. The Martial 
legion and Antonyms thirty -third fought the whole day, dri- 
ving each other in their turns fro"m the caufway into the mo- 
rafs, till Carfuleius drew off his men to relieve the conful 
Pan/a , who was engaged with Antony in the plain and hem- 
med in by his cavalry. Bur, as Carfuleius's legionaries were 
greatly fatigued after fo long and obftinate an engagement 
before they reached the plain, the conful was mortally woun- 
ded and his troops put to flight. Tarquatus^ quzeftor of the 
confular army, had, during the battle, formed a kind of 
camp, to fervc as an afylum for his party, in cafe of any 
misfortune. Thither the confui's legions retired, carrying 
with them their general, who was run through the body with 
a javelin. Anicxiy purfued thern, not doubting but he fhould Antony 
eafily force their intrenchmen ts, which were not yet com- prevails 
pleted. But the confular legions, though wholly confirming ewr the 
of raw foldiers, who had been juft defeated in the plain, conjul 
made fo vigorous a refinance, that Antony^ fearing Hirtius Panfa. 
might come upon him in the mean time, thought it advifeable 
to content himfelf with the advantage he had gained, and re- 
turn to his camp before Mutina. But while his troops were 
marching back in diforder, as often happens after a victory, 
Hirtius unexpectedly appeared at the head of twenty chofen 
cohorts, and, falling upon them before they could form their 
ranks, cut many of them in pieces. However, thofe brave 
veterans, tired as they were, made a vigorous refiftanc*:, and, 
being encouraged by the example of their general, who 
diftinguifhed himfelf on this occafion in a mod eminent man- 
ner, ftood their ground a great while ; but were at length in- But is de- 
tirely defeated, and forced to fave themfelves by flight crofs feat ed by 
the marfhes on each fide of the JEmilian way. Hirtius , who kit collegut 
in this action difcharged the duty both of an experienced s*e- Hirtius. 
neral and a valiant foldier, would not fuffer his men to put Cue 
the fugitives for fear of fome ambufcade, it being already dark, 
and the country full of woods and marfhes. As for Antony , 
he pafl.d a melancholy night with part of his forces in a fmiil 
village called Forum Gallorum^ at prcfent C-.Jhl Frat:rc y 
whence he returned greatly deje&ed by day -break to his camp 
before Mutina. His cavalry rallied in the dark, and, talcing 
up their wounded behind them, reached their camp by mid- 
night, being quite fpent with the fatigue of two battles, and 

a march of fixty furlongs through woods and marflies. At 
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for Ottaznanus, fome writers tell us, that he was at the firft 
battle ; nav, Antony afterwards upbraided h:m with having 
fled, in a cowardly manner, before him, after having quitted 
his horfe and thrown away his arms, that he might with 
more cafe fave himfclf, crofs the woods and marlhes, where, 
according to him, he lay concealed two days, being both 
afhamed and afraid to fhew himfelf. Others fay, that he re- 
mained in his camp in the neighbourhood of Mutina, and 
there repulfed with great bravery a ftrong detachment from 
Antony 's camp, which attempted to force his intrenchments. 
They add, that for fo gallant an action, which was, we may 
fay, his firft eflay in the art of war, he was honoured by the 
fenate with the title of Imperator, as were likewife the 
two confuls for their courageous behaviour in the two 
battles- The lofs on both fides was pretty equal ; in 
the flrfr battle Oftavianus's guards, with a great number of 
Panja*% legionaries, were cut in pieces ; but in the fecond 
Hirtius loft only a fmall number of men, whereas the {laugh- 
ter of the enemy was very great 

After the battle both armies returned to their refpe£rive 
camps in the neighbourhood of Mutina. Antony refolved 
only to defend his lines, and in the mean time carry on the 
fiege with all poflible vigour. On the other hand, Hirtius 
and Ottsvianus^ fearing the place, if not relieved, might foon 
be obliged to capitulate, were for venturing another engage- 
ment. But as Antony kept clofe within his lines, the two ge- 
nerals refolved to make a bold pufh, in order to throw fome 
fuccours into the inverted city. Accordingly, leaving a 
fufHcicnt number of forces to guard their camp, they march- 
ed with the p. ft clofe up to Antony's lines, with a defign 
jJl ait J e to force then j where they appeared weakeft. Antony imme- 
V uuna, c ji acc ]y f cnt out a jj his cavalry againft them j but his horfe 

being put to the rout, after a fharp engagement, by the ene- 
my's lcgionaiies, who had pollt-fled ihemfelvs of an erni nence, 
lie caufed two legions to advance, which were fo vigoroufly 
attacked by Htrtius, that they foon began to give ground and 
retire in diforder to their intrenchments. The conful pur- 
fucd his advantage, and, fufrering himfelf to be carried away 
by his courage and ardour, entered 1 the lines pell-mell wini 
the fugitives, and penetrated, in fpite of all oppofition, as 
far as the genei al\s q lurteis, where he received a blow, which 
The conful ' J '^ dead 011 tnc ground. And now, by the death of 
Hirtius // one of t;he confuls and the abfence of the other, who had been 

1 C10. Philippic 4. Suet, in Oilavio Vell. Patuucul. 
I. ji. c. 61. D10. App 1 an. ibid./ 

conveyed 
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conveyed to Bononia after the firir battle, in which he was 
mortally uounded, Otlavianus was left commander in chief 
of the whole army. He is faid by fome writers to have given 
on this occa£on iignal proofs of an extraordinary courage, 
and to have conducted the adtion with all the prudence of an 
oid and experienced commander. For at the head of fome 
brave legionaries he refcued the body of the dead conful out 
of the enemy's hands, and one of his ftandard- bearers being 
killed, he carried the eagle himself, fighting like a private' 
man in the firft line. But, as he obferved the confular troops 
fo mew hat dilcou raged by the death of their leader, he retired 
i.i good order out of the enemy's camp into the neigh- 
bouring plain, where the aclion being renewed, he gained a 
complete victory, and obliged the enemy to feek for Ihelter be- 
hind their intrenchments. Some afcribethc whoie glory of this 
adtion to D t ci mus Brutus y who, fallyingout of the city, and 
falling upon the enemy's rear while they were engaged with 
Otfavianusi forced them to give ground and retreat in the ut- 
mc.ft confuiion to their camp (O). However that be, 
tofi)i weakened by thefe loifes, and fearing the event of a 
thud battle, railed the fiege the next day ; and not being in a ^ n t onv 
condition to keep the field before a victorious army, retired obliged to 
towards the slips 9 and took the road to Tranf alpine Gaul y ra jf e the 
with a delign to join Lepidus^ Plancus y and AJinius Pollio^ yiege of 
who were in thofe large provinces at the head of confiderable Mutina, 



armies k 



Decimus Brutus , being thus delivered from a long and 
troublefome fiege, was for fome time at a lols how to behave 
with Ofiavtanus, who, he knew, bore him an irreconcile- 
able hatred, notwithstanding the aHiftancc he had lent him a- 
g.rinft Antony, At length, by the advice of his friends, he 
difpatched a meflenger to him, inviting him to an interview 
on the hanks of the Scultemnisy now the Panaro. Oflavianus 
received the meflenger with great coldnefs, but agreed to his 

k App/AN. Dio. ibid. Plut. in Antonio. 

CO) The battle of Mutina was fouehc on the feventeemh of the 
i'.Aicnds of May, as is plain from a lerter, which Gaiba t who was in 
the battle, wrote to Cicero (ijo), From the third day after this 
\ i&ory, thofe feem to reckon the beginning of Auguflus** reign, who 
will have him 10 have governed the Roman empire forty fix years 
four months and and one day ( 5 1 J). 

(?o) Cic. I x. ad familiar epifl. 30. (5 I*) Vide V/fcr. ad Amu 
Nttndi 40 7 1 . llmpbji. Antiocbcn. in Au/olycbo. ij Clement. AUv. 
drin, L x. flro/nat, 

O 2 pro poll.! \ 
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propofal ; which Brutus no fooner underftood* than he caufcd 
the bridges on the river, which parted the two armies, to be 
fcroke down, and by a fecond mefiage required, that the con- 
ference might be held in the prefence of their troops, and with 
the river between them. Thefe were not unfeafonable pre* 
cautions, ic being well known that Ofiavianus had vowed the 
deft ruction of all rhole who had been any ways concerned in 
the death of his father ; for this was the pretence he made ufe 
'of, on all occ.ifions, to deftroy fuch as were true friends to 
An tnie ^- their country and enemies to tyranny. Odavianus having 
wciv be- a g ree d to thefe conditions, both he and Brutus appeared on 
tween e- tilc op p 0 f lte banks of the river ; when the latter thanked him 

cirri tis 

Brutus in a very obliging manner for the affiftance he had lent him, 
and O&a- anc * acknowledged himfclf indebted to him for the liberty he 
vianus. enjoyed. To this police difcourfe Oftavianus anfwered with 

great furlinefs, that Brutus owed him no obligations, fincehc 
•had relieved Rdutina, not for his fake, but to chaftife the in- 
folence of Anton*:, who nevercheiefs might one day become 
his hiend, whereas he fhould ever maintain a- mortal enmity 
to Brutus, and all thofe who had embrued their hands in the 
blood of his father. Brutus, piqued at this haughty and 
threatening anivver, replied fmardy, that fi nee Antony vjm al- 
ready fuf&cienrlv humbled, he had no further bu fin efs in the 
province of Cfalplns Gaul, which had been confirmed to him 
by a decree or the fenate, forbidding any other general to 
enter it without his leave. Oclaviar.us was highly offended 
at the boktnefs of Brutus ; but, being well apprifed that he 
was fupporced by the fenate, he thought it advifeable to ftiflc 
his refentment for the prefent, and quitting the neighbour- 
hood of JMutina to return to Bunonia, where he found the 
conful Vihiui Pan/a lying at the point of death- He no fooner 
heard of the arrival of O&avianus, than he fent for him, and, 
tenderly embracing him, fpoke to him in the following man- 
Fan fa'/ ner : J always laved your father more than my f elf, and when 
tajl advice \ )e v j as fl u i ny would have ventured my own life to fave hitf 
?^ A " bud I been armed. I never laid afide ths deftre, nor the hopes 

of revenging on: day his death, though fame prudential reafons, 
to zvhicb even you have fubmttted, have tied my hands, and 
kept me in the party of the fenate. But now my death, juft at 
hand, deprives me of that comfort. However, before I ex- 
pire, I tv ill at leafi acquit my f elf towards the fan of what 
I was indebted to the father. Know then that the fenate both 
hates and fufpeSts you. Nothing has pie a fed them more than to 
fee you fall out with Antony, and they Jiatter themf elves with 
the hopes of finding you become the injlrumcnts of each other's 

raim. If they have declared for you, it was enly btcaufe thtj 

thought 
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thought you the %ueakeft y and the man they could the more eafily 
overcome. "This they have declared more than once to Hirtius 
and to me. The friendjh 'tp therefore , with which Cxfar once 

honoured me, obliges r:c to give you fitch advice, as I my let f 
would follow cn the Ilk" c-;- r :on* Agree with Anfony ; for 
you have no other means c* javing yo~r life and advancing your 
fortune. A4y deftgn \"as as »!.e ferzafe believed to dcjlroy 

An' 011 v, but to compel .in by fo^cc of arms to be reconciled 
with you, end afterwards is join e.'.r armies, and in con- 
junction purjue the murderers of ot:r cTi:nin benefactor. I 
return to yen yur tiro legions , and would willingly furrendt-r 
up 10 you the 1 ejl cf tie ar.?i** 9 ot.t they do not intirely de- 
pend upon me. The comnu'.r.ders ere :-.:eJi of them the fpies of 
the fenate^ who have private orders io objerve ycur conduct. 
Suffer me therefore to put them into the hands 0/" Tore, u at us. 
r J lie word* of the dying cur.ful made a deep impreflion cn 
the mind of Octa-vlctnus, and prod need at length the fam- 
ous triumvirate. Panfa died preferuiy after, having firft Panfa dies 
dehvered up his army to Torntatus one of his lieute- of his 

nants 1 (P). * wounds. 

In the mean time, the fenate, upon the news of the ad- 
vantages g.nned o\t-r Antony hy the generals of the republic, 
decreed, ut the motion of Ciccra, fifty days fupplications to 
return thanks to the gocls for the fuccefs of the campaign. 
Hv the fame decree large fums were ordered to be paid im- 
mediately out of 1 he puMic treaiurv, to fuch of the victorious 
legionaries as remained alive, and to the vvijows and heirs of 



s Appian. be!!, civil. !. iii. 



(P OcJwvianus was fufpefled of having murdered both the con- 
fuis ; Hirtius wi.h his own hand in the heat of the? battle, and 
Pjnfa after it, by cauimg poifon to he poured into his wound by 
Glyco his phy£cian. It is certain Gfyeo was feized, and even con- 
demned to the tor:urc, but faved by the credit of his matter' 0<.7a- 
vianus Decimus Brutus 9 indeed, wrote to Cicero in behalf of the 
phyfician, whom he feems to have thought incapable of fo black a 
crime. But notwi'hftanding Brut k/s declaration, who was known 
to be a humane and good-natured man, the report was credited by 
many in Rome. As for the conful Hirtius, Slquilius Niger wrote, 
that Qeiaiiiamu killed him undefined ! y in the hurry of the batt'e. 
Wc 1V1IJ not warrant the truth of thefe reports ; but neither can 
we look upon them as calumnies altogether grouitdlefs, as foine 
modern writers call them, broached by enthuuaiUc republican* to 
blacken the rep station of lb great a man. Bat of the treachery, 
ingratitude, and hr.rrid cruelties of this great man , we (hall have 

many, too many, inlUnccs in the fequcl of tins hiitory. 

th<v fe 
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thofe who had died in the battle, or fince of their wounds; 
which had never been done before on account of any viftory. 
The hodies The bodies of the two confuls were, by an order from the fc- 
of the two na.t , conveyed to Rome, and with the utmoft magnificence 
confuls interred in the Campus Alar tins at the expence of the: public ; 
carried to an honour which had been hitherto granted to none but the 
Rome, n.olt eminent perfonages of the republic. The bodies of 
and inter- three other officers of diftincttoii, wa. of Cuius Peduceus, 
red with J) e cunus Carfulcius y and Pontius dquiLa, were conveyed to 
great $omf>. £ ome w \ t h thofe of the cunfuls, and interred with g,reat pomp 

in the bury ing-places of their refpedtive families, moft of the 
fenators attending their obfequies ™. 

And now the confeript fathers, conceiving Antony to be 
utterly undone, began to flight Octa<vianus y for whom they 
believed they fhould have no further occafion. He demanded 
a triumph, which was refufed to him, and gran ed to Decimus 
Brutus, though Otfavi anus, it mutt be owned, had at leaft 
as juft a claim to that honour as Brutus. Cicero indeed was for 
granting him an ovation, but could not, with all his eloquence, 
prevail upon the fenate to allow him even that mark of dif- 
tindrion. On the other hand, they heaped all forts of honours 
'The fenate on & ec * mus - They ordered Torquatus to deliver up to him 
by honour- tne troops which the conful Panfa had commanded : they 
ing Brutus appointed him commander in chief of all the forces in Cifal- 
dffgu/iOc- pine Gaul, charging him, without fo much as mentioning Oc- 
tavianus. tavianus, to purfue Antony, and treat him as a public enemy. 

All the temples of Rome were opened, and public prayers ap- 
pointed for the fuccefs of his arms : as the fiege of Mutina had 
been raifed on his birth-day, the fenate decreed, that it mould 
be for ever deemed a lucky day, and as fuch marked in the 
fafli. At the fame time, the confeript fathers, as if they had 
taken pleafure in mortifying Oclavianus, pafTed a decree, en- 
acting, that a ftatue fhould be raifed at the public expence to 
the memory of Pontius Aquila, one of the confpirators who 
had keen killed in the battle of Mutina , and that a!l the 
charges he had been at, and the loflcs he had fuftaincd during 
the war, fhould be made good to his heirs out of the public 
treafure. So many marks of diftin£tion heaped upon the con- 
fpirators, left OSlavianus no room to doubt of the difpofition of 
the fenate toward him. From that moment he refolvcd to fol- 
low thelaft advice of Panfa, and to be reconciled to Antony. 
Who re- With this view he fent back to him a great number of officers, 
fol<Des to be vyho | liiC j | jeen ta ] ccn , )r i( 0ncrs j n thelaft battle, and among the 

reconciled ' ° 

nvith An- -Brutus ad Cic. cpitt. 6. Dio. I. xlvi. Suet, in Ottavio. 
tony. ft 
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reft Deer us , one of A itony's mod 1 ultimate friends, after 
Jiivino- fifrnified to him in ambiguous words his intention. 
Vcntidius, as we have obferved above, had raifed three le- 
gions for Antony, and was attempting to join him after the 
battle of Mutina. Octavianus overtook and furprifed him 
with a fuperior force, and might eafily have defeated him ; 
but he fuffored him to efcape, after having had a private 
conference with him, wherein he charged him to tell An- 
tony in his name, that he was ignorant of his true intereft, and 
acted directly contrary to it. At the fame time he opened 
himfelf without rcferve to Lepidus, Plancus, and Aftnius 
Pollio, all old officers of the dictator, and with whom he 
had always maintained a fecret correfpondence. He wrote 
to them, that the fenate, intirely addicted to the aflaffins of 
his father, were refolved to deftroy him ; that they ought 
not to expect a more favourable treatment ; that their common 
enemies ftudied only how to divide them, in order to crufh 
them the more eafily one after another ; that for their own 
fafetv they ought to unite their forces, and join in maintain- 
ing the party, and revenging the death, of their late gene- 
ral, C5V. He added fome complaints of Antony ; but in fo art- 
ful a manner, that it was eafily feen he was no ways averfe to 
a reconciliation ra . 

In the mean time, Antony ', prefled by Brutus, endeavour- Antony is 
ed to gain the Alps with a defign to pafs thofe mountains, and driven out 
join Lepidus, who commanded feven legions in Tranfalpine of Italy by 
Gaul, and who, he imagined, would ftand his friend in con- Decimus 
liberation of the many kind offices he had done him, during Brutus, 
his late confulfhip and in the dictator's life-time. Brutus y 
having thus driven him out of Italy, wrote to the fenate, 
that he had difperfed his army, and that Antony himfelf was 
feu I king fomewhere among the Alps, where he could not a- 
void falling into his hands. The fenate, overjoyed at this 
news, cried out, that the republic had at length recovered 
its antient liberty, and appointed, as if Antony had been actu- 
ally taken, ten commiflioncrs to try him. They talked of 
nothing lefs than repealing all the laws which had been enabl- 
ed by him during his confulfhip, and even including in this 
repeal all the ordinances of the dictator, in order to refettle 
the commonwealth on its antient foundation. At the motion 
of Cicero a decree immediately pa fled, confifcating all Anto- 
ny* % effects, and thofe of his friends and adherents, with 
grievous menaces again ft fuch as fhould dare to conceal any 

n Cic.ad Attic. I. i epift. 15. Sc ad familiar. 1. x. epift 20. 
Die. 1. xlvi. Appiam. 1, ixi. 
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part of his efFe6b. While Cicero* at the head of the fen itc* 
was thus venting his rage upon Antony* that general was 
ftruggling among the Alps with ail the hardships an J imfcrics 
that can be imagined. Drutus* having obliged him to quit 
Italy* he attempted to pais thole mountains, without his bag-* 
gage, and the ncceiTiry provifions for fo long and painful a 
T/ivJ/jis march. His men were forced to feed urft upon the flcfli of 
fit re- their horfes, and afterwards on fuch wild fruits and roots a* 
rJ /o they could find in that mountainous and inhofpitable country, 
// and wiiich no man had ever taCed before ; nay, they were 
f> f * at Iaft fo pinched with hunger, that they devoured the very 
• [> ar ^ of trees. PJxtarAj (jells us, that in this exticuiity, An- 

' *ony* though accuiiumed to luxury and eafe, was a moft 

iUurlrious example of patience to the whol^ army, and that in 
misfortune he could not be eafily diflinguifhed from a virtuous 
man. He fuffcred all bnrdfLips imaginable with the con it an - 
cy of a hcrro, and fell into a behaviour, which no one could 
have expected f.om a man wholly addicted to his pleafures. 
.But alter all, he mult have pcrifhed with his whole army, if 
Culeo* one of Lepidus\ lieutenants, who guarded the pafles, 
had performed his duty. But the venal commander fuffered 
him/cif to be bnoed by Antony* and for a fum of money 
gran led him a free paiTage. Antony no fooner entered Gaul y 
than he wrote to Lepidus* Plancus y and Afinius Pollio* re- 
minding them of their antient friendfhip, and exhorting them 
to join him again ft the murderers of Cafar* their common 
enemies. Lepidus was greatly furprifed at his arrival, and 
quite ac a lofs how to behave in fo critical a conjuncture. He 
was a man of an illuftrious family, but of (lender parts, of 
a narrow mind, and at the fame time of an unbounded am- 
bition. He was afraid, that if he joined Antony* who was 
greatly beloved by the troops, he miLi.bc i?,et the .ifcemlant o- 
ver him, and fcarce leave htm the rank of a lieutenant in his 
. . own army ; and upon this confide ration alone he rejected An- 
^ Us tony** propofals, and wrote him word, that, iince the fenat« 

hud declared him an enemy to his country, he could not join 
* him without drawing upon himfelf a decree of the fame na- 
ture ; but he allured him at the fame time, that whatever or- 
ders he received from the fenate, he would ca it fully avoid 
coming to an eng gemenr, or any ways moletiin^ him. A- 
Jlnius Paitio on the contrary no fooner received Ant my** let- 
ter, than he allured him, that he fhould rind linn alwava rea- 
oy to concur with him in all his uicafurcs ; loi he had been 
dive of C:t'j'ar\ putucuLlr h iends, and bore an in • coucileabto 
hat re J to all thofe who had been concerned in his death. As 

for Vlancuiy he kept a fee ret intelligence with both parties, 

and 
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and carefully avoided declaring himfelf openly for either fide, 
till he faw which was moft likely to prevail. In the mean 
time, Antony marched ftraight up to Lepidus' s army, and 
marked put his camp near hisj but without fortifying it, aa Antony 
if they had been of the fame party and intereft. He fent out ineamps 
immediately fome of his officers to him, putting him in n *# r 
mind of their ancient friendfhip, and conjuring him by Gar- pidus. 
fur's memory to concur with him in revenging the death of 
their common benefactor. But Marcus Juventius L&teren- 
fit) one of Lepidus's moft intimate friends, and in his heart 
a aealous republican, did all that lay in his power to dif- 
fuade him from joining Antony. To conceal his attachment 
to the party of the confplrators, he artfully reprefented to 
Lepidu,s, that, having (even legions under his command, hq 
was one of the moft powerful generals of the republic, and 
would be of great weight; what fide foever he chofe ; but 
thati if he joined Antonys he would be obliged to fubmit to 
the authority of fo haughty and imperious a commander, and 
Would make but a very poor figure. By this means the 
zealous patriot ftrove to prevent a conjunction, which he was 
well apprifed would prove fatal to his country. But Antony^ 
who faw his ruin unavoidable, if Lepidus ftiould be at length 
prevailed Upon to a£t in concert with Dicirnus Brutus , refolved 
to puft his fortune and venture all. His hair was long and 
difordered, nor had he fliaved his beard fince his late defeat. 
In this condition and with a mourning mantle flung over him, inters 
he went boldly into the camp of Lepidus^ and there began to LepiduaV 
harangue the foldiers, who had all ferved with him under camp in a 
Ca/ar. They were all greatly moved at his habit, and more mourning 
at his fpeech ; which Lepidus obferving, ordered the trum- habit \ and 
pets to found, that he might be heard no longer. This raif- monies tbt 
cd in the foldiery a great fen fe of companion ; infomuch, t l *y Q f tbi 
that they fecretly fent Clodius and Lalius difguifed in wo- fildien^ 
men's cloaths advifing Antony to attack Lepidus 9 $ camp, and 
alluring him, that the greater part were difpofed to receive 
hirri with open arms, and even to difpatch Lepidus, if he 
would give them orders for fo doing. Antony would by no 
means fuffer any violence to be offered to Lepidus \ but ear- 
ly the next morning he marched at the head of hjs troops, 
founded a river ( Q_J, which lay between the two cainps, 
and was the firft who flung himfelf into the water to' gain the 
oppofice fide. The foldiers of Lepidus no fooner faw him 



C This river, which is called by the amients Argenteusi 
and by the modern* rftgsns, rifes near S. Maximin in Provence, 
and fails into the Mediterranean at a fmall diftance from Frejus. 
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By whom than they rart in crouds to receive him, and began to beat 
he is re- down the works, and level the ramparts to make way for 
tewed into htm. Antony entered the camp amid ft the loud acclamati- 
ihe camp, ons Q f tne foidiery, and marched ftraight to the general's quar- 
a "f ters, whom he found afleep in his tent. We may eafily con- 

»Jr<s/ ce ' ve tne ^ ur P r ^ e or " Lepidus at the fight of Antony y no 

longer in the attire of a fuppliant, but furrounded by his 
guards, and attended both by his own officers and thofe of 
Lepidus. He leaped out of his bed in the utmoft confter- 
nation, and throwing himfelf at Antony's feetj offered him the 
command of rhe army. Antony, though now abfolute matter 
both of his perfon and army, treated him with great civility* 
tenderly embraced him^ giving him the name of father, and 
even left him the title and all the badges of a general, tho' 
he alone performed the functions of that office. The brave 
fuzientius Later enfis was fo couched with the misfortunes 
which he forcfaw this fatal Conjunction Would bring upon his 
country* that, while the generals were embracing each o- 
ther, he killed himfelf in the height of his grief with his own 
fword °. This union happened on the fourth of the kalends 
. of June 9 as is plain from Cicero's epiftles p . AJinius PoMo^ 

^/w"^ " whd was incam P ed ata foiall diftance from Lepidus? followed 
"Pol'io and exam P^ e anc * joined Antony. Munatius Plancus? who 

PJancus ^ ac * k een hitherto wavering and doubtful which fide to take, 

thought it now high time to declare himfelf ; arid according- 
ly, leaving his camp at the conflux of tint Rhone and the 6V 
one, where he had been trufted by the fenate with the charge 
of founding a colony (R), he led all thetrOops under his com- 
mand to Antony, who was much about the fame time joined 
by Ventidius at the head of three legions. So that he, who 
a little before had fled before Brutus , and abandoned Italy, 

0 App i an. 1. iii. Vt ll. Patercu l. I. ii. c. 63. p Cic. 
ad famil. epift. 29. Plancus. ad Cic. 1. x. 



(R^) The city of Lyons is commonly thought to have been 
founded by him. Dion Cajfius tells us in exprefs terms, that the 
proconful L Munatius Plane us ftopt at a place called Lugudunumt 
and founded in that neighbourhood a colony which he called Lug- 
dunum. The antjent city was founded, according to fome writers, 
in the year of Rome 364 by two brothers, named Momorus and 
Atepomaruj, chiefs of the Gaultjb nation, and contemporaries with 
the famous Brennus In proeefs of time Lugdunum and Lugudunum 
became one and the fame cicy (52). 
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found himfelf now in a condition to return thither with 
twenty three legions and above ten thoufand horfe. 

While thefe things were t ran fading in Gaul 9 OcJavia- 
nus continued ft ill at Bononia with the fourth legion, that of 
Mars* and fome others, which had remained with him after 
the battle of Mutina. As the fenate had committed the whole 
management of the war againft Antony to Decimus Brutus , 
he concluded from thence, that the confcript fathers intended 
to reduce him to the ftate of a private citizen. To ward ofF 
this blow, he refolded to ftand for the confulate, which of- 
fice was become vacant by the death of Hint us and Pan fa. 
But as he was well apprifed of the difficulties he fhould meet Octavia- 
with in the purfuit of that dignity from the fenators, who n us make* 
were for the moft part intirely addicted to the party of Bru- u fe ofC\- 
ttts and Caffius? he artfully applied himfelf to Cicero , with cero'j am- 
whofe vanity and ambition he was well acquainted. He bition to 
wrote a letter to him, difcovering his defign to him as to a get the 
boforn friend, and telling him, to flatter his ambition, that confulate. 
he was very defirous of having him for his collegue in the con- 
fulate, in order to be inftru&ed by fo great a matter in the 
rules and maxims that are requifite for the government of 
the commonwealth ; that for his part, he only del 1 red the 
name of conful, to make him fome amends for the lofs of a 
triumph which he thought due to him, but that all the power 
and authority fihould be left to him ; fo that he might ma- 
nage affairs as he pleafed. Cicero^ old as he was ? fufFered 
himfelf to be macje the dupe of a child as he ufed to call him ; 
and to the great furprife of all, propofed in the fenate the raif- 
ing of OStavianus to the confular dignity, as the only means 
of preventing him from being reconciled with Antony. He 
added, that, as OStaixianus was yet very young, the con- 
fcript fathers ought to appoint hirn fuch a collegue, as by h!s 
age and prudence might be capable of having an eye on. his 
conduct, and be, as it were, a governor to him. At thefe 
words the fenators, plainly perceiving that ha pointed out 
himfelf as the moft proper perfon to be chofen for Oclavia- 
nus's collegue, could not help laughing out aloud ; and it 
was no fmall mortification to Cicero to fee his vanity at the But is dif- 
fame time both expofed and difappointed ; for all the relations apptintcd. 
and adherents of the confpirators cried out with one voice, 
that to put Ctrfar's fon at the head of the republic was utterly 
deftroying it 

Oclavianus, finding he could obtain nothing of the fenate Octavia 



oven by Cicero's means, refulved to put off no longer his re- nus " re- 
conciled 

4 Aj-pian. D10. ibid. i^ith Aa- 
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conciliation with Antony^ and accordingly wrote a letter tp 
him, inviting him back into Italy > and exhorting him to for- 
get all private injuries, and concur with him in humbling their 
common enemies, Antony, overjoyed to find Ottavianus fa 
carneft for a reconciliation, readily confented to it, and, with- 
out further delay, began his march towards Italy to confer 
there with O&avianus. He led with bim feventeen legions 
and a thoufand horfe, having left fix legions in Gaul under 
the command of Partus, one of his bottle- companions, who 
on that account was nick- named Cotylon, which fignifies a 
bottle. 

In the mean time, the news of the conjunction of Antony 
and Lepidus reaching Rome, filled the city with confterna- 
tion. The fenate immediately a/Tembled, and palled a de- 
cree, declaring Lepidus an enemy to his country, and like- 
wife the legionaries of his army, who fhould not abandon 
him and return to their duty before the kalends of September. 
This decree was enacted, the day before the kalends of July, 
as appears from one of Cicero's letters to C. CaJJius x . The 
ilatue of Lepidus was, by order of the fenate, thrown down, 
and that of the brave jfuventius Laterenfs raifed in its room. 
As the fenate was quite ignorant of the reconciliation between 
Oclavianus and Antony , and the private treaty, which by this 
time was concluded between them and Lepidus, they had rc- 
cource to Oflavianus, and committed to him, in conjunction 
with Deximus Brutus , the management of the war againft 
Antony and Lepidus. O Si av tonus , who was well acquainted 
with all the arts of tricking and deceit, returned the fenate 
thanks \fi the moft humble terms, for the honour tbey had 
been pleafed ro confer upon him, and began, w ithout dejay, 
to raife troops, and make the necetTary preparations for a 
new war. When he fi\v hirnfelf auain at the head of an ar- 
my, he threw o if the ma(k, and allembling his foldiers, told 
them, that the only thing the fenate had in view was, to de- 
llroy all Lis father's friends, by fowing divifions among them, 
and arming them againfl each other \ but that he, well ap* 
prifed of their wicked defigns, had entercred into a confede- 
racy with Antony and Lepidus, who were on their march into 
Italy at the head of feveuceen legions ; that this was the only 
means cf procuring fafety for themfclves, and for fo many 
brave men who had efpoufed their caufe : Do you believe, faid 
he, that thofe who have murdered my father, will [pare m) 
life or yours , if their party fjotild prevail ? and prevail tlxf 
inuji if vjs are divided among ourfelves. JVbat fecurity tait 
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you have for thofe houfes, lands, and inheritances, which my 
father allotted you, if thofe men get into power, who approve 
of his death, and are for annulling all his ordinances P Yon 
know I am not ambitious ; for you have feen me refufe the pr*- 
tor/hip, which you yourf elves offered me. But now I mufl in~ 
treat you, not for my own fake, but for yours^ to concur with 
your votes and interefi in raiftng me to the confulate. I Jhall 
be in a condition, when vefted with that dignity, to fecure to 
you the poffejfion of thofe inheritances^ which my father beflowed 
upon ysu, and at the fame time to revenge his death, with the 
deflruclion of thofe who endeavour to deflroy us. The foldiers Octavia- 
received this propofal with great joy, and immediately ap- n ^ s/ ^^* 
pointed deputies to go to Rome, and demand the conlulfhip ^ teri % f*\ 
for their general in the name of the legions. The fenate re- mW fyi ai g 
ccived the deputies with great civility, but refufed to comply *T r t y e ' r 
with their requeft, alledging Oclavianus's youth, who had °„ dra / m 
rot yet attained the age which the laws required in a conful. 
But the deputies, who had been well inftructed beforehand* 
brought feveral inftances of perions who had been raifed to 
the confular dignity without any regard to their age, viz. of 
Rullus, of Decius, of Corvinus, of the two Scipios, of Pom- 
fey, and of Dolabella, who had been but very lately honoured 
with the confulate, though much of the fame age with Oc- 
tavianus. Thefe precedents were of no weight with the con- 
fcript fathers : others, 'tis true, had enjoyed that honour be- 
fore the lawful age ; but moft of them were perfons of un- 
blemilhed characters, and avowed defenders of the public li- 
berty ; whereas they had reafon to believe, that Oclavianus 
would make ufe of his power to opprefs his country. As for 
Dolabella, he had been raifed to the fafces by Cafar without 
the confent of the fenate. The fathers therefore, without 
carting any reflections on Oclavianus, or declaring their real 
motives, under divers other pretences, endeavoured to elude 
the requeft of the legionaries ; when one of thofe armed cm- 
bafl'adors, by name Cornelius, laying his hand on his fword, 
If you will not make him conful, faid he, this Jhall. Having 
thus fpolce, he left the fenate with his companions, and they 
all returned to give their general an account of the bad fuc- 
cefs of their negotiation. The foldiers, provoked at this re- 
fufal, prefled OcJavianus to lead them to Rome, faying, that 
he, as heir to C<gfar, had a right to difpofe of the confulate 
as he pleafed. The ambitious youth heard this with pleafure, 
and, taking advantage of the prefent difpofition of the foldierv, Octavia- 
marched immediately towards Rome with eight legions. He nus march- 
pafled the Rubicon, as his father had done, when he began towards 

the iirft civil war, and) dividing hiaarmy into two bodies, he Rome. 

advanced 
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advanced with one by long marches towards the capital, in 
order to furprife his enemies, and ordered the other to follow 
him leifurely. The unexpected news of O&avianus 's approach 
filled the city with dread and confufion. Several fenators, 
among the reft the cowardly Cicero, abandoning the city, 
Rtfifotfons withdrew into the country. Thofe who remained, ailembled 
Se y <rn r in hafte, and came to the following refolutions ; ti/%. that the 
t cjenate. mone y^ which the fenate had promifed to the two legions, the 

fourth, and that of Jldars, fhould be immediately lent them ; 
that the fame fum mould be promifed in the name of the re- 
public to the other legions under the command of Qctavianus, 
and that he, though abfent, fhould be allowed to ftand for 
the confulate. Deputies were immediately difpatched to ac- 
quaint him with thefe refolutions. They were fcarce gone, 
when the confeript fathers, reflecting cooly on their beha- 
viour, began to be afliamed of their pufillanimity in thus fub- 
mitting to a boy, and giving way to the infolence of the fol- 
diery. At the fame time two legions, which had been in 
Africa, arrived at the gates of Rome. Thefe the fenate look- 
ed upon as a fupply fent them by the gods, and taking cou- 
rage, refolved, with them and a legion which Vibius Pan/a had 
fent back to guard the city, to put themfelves in a pofture of 
defence. Two praetors, w*. £>uintus Gallius Lupercus and 
Marcus Cornutus, had governed the city, and fupplied the 
room of confuls ever fince the death of Hirtius and Panfa. 
The former favoured in his heart the party of Octavlanus^ and 
therefore continued inactive ; but the latter, who was a zea- 
lous republican, and an avowed friend to Brutus and his fol- 
lowers, left nothing untried to encourage the confeript fa- 
thers, and infpire them with refolutions becoming the rank 
they held in the republic. He ordered all the citizens, who were 
fit to bear arms, to appear on the ramparts, placed guards 
in all the avenues to the city, and detatched a good number 
of cohorts to garifon the Janiculwn, whither the public 
money had been conveyed. In the mean time, Octavlanus drew 
near, and porting himfelf on the Quirinal, then without the 
walls, he fent from thence emiffaries into the city, afluring 
the people, that both their lives and eftatcs were fafc. Here- 
upon they flocked out in crouds to fee their friends and rela- 
tions, who ferved under O&avianus, carrying them refrefh- 
ments, and freely converfing with them. Many of the fe~ 
nators themfelves, and of the chief nobility, mixed with the 
people, went out to pay their compliments to the young ge- 
neral, who, finding the people generally inclined to favour 
him, entered the city the next day amid ft the loud acclama- 
tions of the multitude, being attended by a chofen body of 

legionaries* 
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legionaries. He was met by his mother and fifters, who 
had concealed themfelves among the veftals, and accompani- 
ed by them and a numberlcfs croud to his houfe, whither all 
the nobility flocked to make their court to him. Cicero? who 
had returned to the city upon the arrival of the two African 
legions, was one of the Iaft who came to pay him his devoirs- 
Oclavianus received him coldly, and, when the orator con- 
gratulated him on his return to the city, You are the la/i of 
?ny enemies? anfwered Octavianus with an ill-natured fneer, 
who have honoured me with a vifit. He well knew, that Ci- 
cero was entirely in the intereft of Brutus and Caffius^ and 
bcfides, he had been told by fome of his emuTaries, that the 
orator, in the fpeech which he made to the confeript fathers, 
when he demanded the confulate for him, had ufed a very 
odd and equivocal expreflion ; Egregius ijle juvenis? faid he, 
laudandus? honor andus, & tollendus efi? that is, The brave 
youth ought to be praifed and honoured \ but as to the laft 
word, it fignifies equally to be advanced^ and to be cut off. 
The next day the three legions that were in the city went fjj^ M j 
out to join Octavianus? who thereupon ordered his troops to by the lc- 
march into the city, and incamp in the field of Mars- From gions in 
thence he lent a detachment to feize on the faniculum? and the city. 
the public money lodged there, out of which he immediately 
paid two thoufand five hundred drachmas to each foldicr un- 
der his command. The prastor £>uintus Gallius fummoned 
the people to meet in the campus Martius y in order to pro- 
ceed to the election of new confute. But his collegue Mar- 
cus Cornutus? forefeeing the evil confequences that muft in- 
evitably attend the promotion of Octavianus? gave up the 
republic for loft, and, (corning to fubmit to the yoke of his 
fellow citizen, laid violent hands on himfelf, A memorable 
infrance of the old Roman fpirit, which, in the virtuous ages 
of Rome? would have been celebrated with the higheft enco- 
miums, but is fcarce taken notice of by the flavifh writers, 
who flourifhed under Auguflus? and his fucccflbrs. On the 
day appointed for the election, Octavianus withdrew from the 
city, that the comitia might have, at leaft, fome appearance 
of liberty. When the people met, they unanimoufly de- Octavia- 
clared Octavianus rlrft confuJ, and appointed Quint us Padius? nus choftn 
one of his relations, and a legate of the dictator, for his col- conful % 
legue. Upon the news of his election he returned to the Y ea p, aft j r 
city, where, as he was facrificing according to cuflom, fix, l,e * looc ** 
as fome fay, twelve, vulturs arc faid to have been fcer, the jfeJ or ' e 
fame number that appeared to the founder of Rome. Hence q^ T} ^ 
he concluded, that he fhould one day be in veiled with the Of Rome, 
fame power and authority as Romulus. Tin's year is reckon- 7IO 
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fed, by molt of the antient hillorians and modern chronokr 
gers* the firft of the long reign of Octavianus^ known after - 
wards by the name of Augujtus. However, his authority 
was noc yet either full or peaceable, but for lome time di- 
vided with Antony and Lepidus* and warmly difputed by the 
republican party both in the eaff and weft. Livy fays, that 
Octavianus was but nineteen years old when he was created 
conful f : but Suetonius writes more freely, that he ufurped 
the confulfhip in the twentieth year of his age 1 . Plutarch 
tells us, out of Octavianus' s own commentaries, that he was 
fcarce twenty years old when he was honoured with the con- 
fular dignity *. He was declared conful, fays Velleius Pater- 
cuius™) the day before he was twenty years old, on the 
tenth of the kalends of October. But Velleiu* was certainly 
mifti.ken, for there wanted a whole month and five days to 
the completing of the twentieth year of Octavianus*^ age; 
neither did he obtain the confulate in the month of September , 
in which he was born, but in that of Sextilis, which was 
thence called Augujlus? as is rnanifeft both from. Suetonius S 
and the decree of the fenate, which is to be fcen in Macro- 
bius r - Dion obferves, that, on the nineteenth of Augufi 1 
he was made conful the firft time, and that he died on the 
fame day r 5 and Tacitus tells us, that the fuperftitious mul- 
titude, after Auguftus's death, admired the ftrange events of 
his fortune, "That the laji day of his life and the firft of bis 
reign were the fame, &c *• And thus far of the difturbance* 
which happened" in the weft from tipe death of the dictator to 
the firft confulate of Octavianus. We (hail now briefly re- 
late what paffed in the eaft during the fame period of time; 
for there likewife a war was kindled, and thofe vail provin- 
ces involved in the fame fate with Italy and GauL 

To return therefore to Brutus and CaJJius \ thefe two 
chiefs of the republican party, having left Rome to efcape the 
fury of the populace, whom Antonfs artful fpecch, and the 
fight of Ca?far J s dead body, had ftirred up againft them," re- 
tired firft to Antiuniy with a defign to return to the city, 
and there difchaige the functions of their office, for they 

praetors, as foon as the rage of the un fettled mul- 
abated.. But Antony raifing daily new diftufbances, 
they wrote to their friends, that fince it was not fafe for them 
to refume the functions of their office in the city, they were 
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determined to fpend the reft: of the year in Italy as private ci- 
tizens ; which the fenate, who favoured them under-hand, 
no fooner underftood, than they committed to them the care 
of fupp lying the city with corn, which Brutus was appointed 
to fend out of Ajia, and CaJJius out of Sicily l *, "The defign, 
of the confeript fathers in charging them with fuch a com- 
niiflion was, to give them an opportunity of aflembJing fleets, 
and privately engaging the governors of thofe provinces in 
their caufe, which all good citizens looked upon as that of 
the republic. But, in the mean time, O&avianus arriving 
from Apollcnia at Rome, the city began to be divided into 
two factions, fume Tiding with him, and others with Antony, 
and the legionaries, without any regard to their country, 
publicly felling themfelves to the higheft bidder. Hereupon Brutus 
Brutus and Cujfius, defpairing of being able to do their coun- paffes over 
trymen any fervice in Italy, refolved to pafs over into Greece, into 
and from thence into the eaftern provinces, where they hoped Greece, 
to gain over the many legions that were difperfed about thofe 
countries. Accordingly Brutus, crofting Lucania, came to 
Elea, a maritime city, in order to imbarque there, and fail 
fjr A' hens. From Elea he thought it advifeable to fend back 
to Rome his beloved P Greta , who had accompanied him thi- 
ther. That illuftrious matron, though overwhelmed with 
grief at the thoughts of parting from fo tender a hufband, yet 
concealed her afHidtion with a confrancy worthy of the great- 
eft heroes, till it was accidentally betrayed, in fpite of her 
many refolutions, by a picture which (lie happened to ob- 
fcrve in the hotife where they lodged. It reprefented Hector 
parting from Andromache to go and engage the Greeks, and 
giving his young fon Ajlyanax into her arms, while fhe fixed 
her eyes upon him with an earned and affectionate look. 
I he refcmblance this piece bore to her own cafe, and the 
remembrance of the misfortunes which hefel Hector, made 
her but ft out into tears. She often went to the place \v!kto 
the piclurc hung, gazing at it, and weeping before it (S), 

when 

b Ap p 1 an. 1. iii p. 530. Cic. ad Atticutn, 1. xv. epiil. 9, n f 
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($" Plutarch tells u?, that on this occafion Acilitts, one of Brutus'* 
friend repeated out of Homer the following verfes fpoken by Aq- 
draw ache : 

Vet, while my HsSior ftill furvives, I fee 

M> father, mother, brethren, all in thee. Pope. 
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when file reflected on the dangers to which her hufb.uul, 
like a fecond Hector, was going to expofc himfelf. Btutus 
was extremely tiounled, and not without reafun ; yet he did 
Dot fuffer himfelf to be io cai ricd a\v.»\ by hi*, ptivare grief, 
as to neglect the public concerns After having tendei iy 
embraced his dear Porcia, and recommended her to the pro- 
tection of the gods, h.e went on board a fmall veilc), and fa 
fail for Athens, while fhc, bathed in teais, took her i Out to- 
wards Rome. At Athens Brutus was received with loud ac- 
clamations, and all puflible demonstrations of kindnefs and 
eftecm. The Athenians tt ill retained thofe noble lentimcnts of 
honour, virtue, and liberty, for which their forefathers had 
been fo renowned ; and therefore could not help adm.ring, a 
man, who had fo generoufly faenficed his private inteicft 
to the public welfare. They compared him and his faithful 
companion CaJJius, who joined him a few days after his ar- 
rival at Athens, to Mar modi us and Ar\fiogiton y two brave 
Athenians i who, by the death of the tyrant Mipparchus , had 
delivered their country from flavery. Their anceftors, to 
perpetuate the memory of fo glorious an action, had, near 
five hundred years before the times we are now writing of, 
by a public decree, erected ftatues to thofe two deliverers of 
their country : and the prefent Athenians, thinking the en- 
terprife of Brutus and CaJJius equally glorious, in imitation 
of their anceftors, by a public decree oidered ftatues to be 
erected to them over-againft thofe of Harmodlus and Arifti- 
gitan. How different were the fentiments of the Athenian* 
from thofe of the greater p^art of our modern writers ! Not- 
withflanding thefe public demonfrrations of honour and ef- 
teem, Brutus feemed to have laid afide all thoughts of public 
bufinefs, that he might be wholly at lei lure for the ftudy of 



To which Brutus replied with a fmile ; 

Porciet as HeSior did Andromache : 



But I mud not aufwer 



■ - Haften to thy talk at home, 
There guide the tpindie, and direct the loom. Idem. 

Fir though the natural ivtnknefs of her body binders her from ailing 
nvbat only the firength of man can fe»fitm x yet (he has a mind as 
Italian' and as active for the giod of her country as the beji of us. 
This Pint, r h borrowed, aj- he t ell »> u>, from the memoirs of Bru- 
tus* wriitci. by Bibu'us the fon of Poreia c 3 "\ For Porcia, when 
Brutus married her, was the widow of AJ. Calpurnius Bibulus > by 
whom flie had a fon r.amcd alio Bibulus. 
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philof.>phy. lie lived privately with one who had been for- 
nu rlv hi? £nefr, and conirantly attended the lectures o{*Tbe- 
om<>e/fus the Academic aiu! Cr atippus the Pet ipatetie, as if he 
intended to pals the remainder of his life in quiet and retire- 
ment. IJut all the while, being unfufpected, he was fecrctty 
niakiog prep nations fur war; in order to wl.ich he made 
i: his chief buiinefs to gain the afTeciions of the young Ro- Gahts fe- 
man noblemen, who wcic attending their liudies at Athens. <veral 
Asn»»iV5 thefe was Minus Tullius, Cicero's fon, of whom young '"'Ro- 
be ufed to f* iy, That whether fleepivg or ivaking, be could not ma.nnob/e- 
help admiri ig a young man of jo great fpb it and juch an e- ***** 
nemy to tyrants. As Brutus, during his fray at Athens be- 
gin to want money, young Marcus generoufly fupplied him 
with as much as he could fpare ; for in one of his letters to 
Tiro, wherein he fpeaks of thofe who boarded with him, 
/ have hired, fays he, a place hard by me for Brutus, and^ as 
much as my poverty allows me, relieve bis ivant, I intended 
io declaim in Greek before Caflius, but before Brutus / will 
perform my exercifc in Latin, iff c. c Caffi.is by this time, it 
feems, had left Greece to go into Syria, whither we ihall foon 
follow him. As for Brutus he continued fome time longer 
in Athens, whence he lent one Her o/l rates, whom he had 
gained over to his intereft, into Macedon, to found the Ro- 
man troops quartered in that province. Herojlrates discharg- 
ed hib truft with no lefs fidelity than addrefs ; for lie either 
fount! the Macedonian troops ready to fide with Brutus, or 
dexteroufly prevailed upon them to do Co. Hereupon Bru- „ r 
tus, pulling off the mafic, began to acTf. openly and raife tr **jL ^ 
troops in all the cities of Greece, whither many Romans had . ^ an 
retired, being diflatisfied with the prefent fituation of affairsyj r war 
at home. He wanted money ; but his want was foon fuppli- 
ed by a very lucky accident. For being informed that the 
quseftor Vitus Antijlius, bis particular friend, who had been 
charged with the care of conveying to Rome the tributes of 
A/ia y was in his courfe to touch at Caryjlus, a city of Eu- 
beva ; he went thither to meet him, and eafily perfuaded him 
to deliver up to him great part of the treafure (T). Brutus 

on 

c Cic. I, xvi. ad famtl. cpift. 21. 
(T) Plutarch tells us, that Antijlius, out of the money he was 

carrying to Jtaly y gave Brutus 7mT>iwovTa //.upiet^*?, five hundied 
n;T/Wi f which the Latin interpreter rendered twenty l ho u I and 
fcttercea : and this film Brutus hirnfeV acknowledges in an cpiflle, 
therein he commend* him to Grew, a*. Antijlius was going to Rome 
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on his birth cLv rna.ie a fplendiJ entertainment for the qucef- 
tor, ..t wr:.!i, vi. i- the company were drinking merrily to 
the \u:orv or B utui and liberty or" Rome, Brutus^ calling 
for j I... '^.i howl and iu-.j, u*g it in his hanJ, pronounced z- 
louo U. > i. which 'wis ipoken to Hector by Patnclus at 

tI;C ' Ins death : 

FiUe and Apollo againjl me confpire (U). 

It was no fuoner known, that Brutus was railing forces, 
than all the remains of Pompey's aimy, who, ever ftnee the 
tLf\at of then general, had wandered about Thejfaly, readily 
an j j.wfuily joined him. With thefe he obliged Cinna, who 
was Lading live hundred horfe to Dolabella in Afia y to de- 
liver up that body to him. Young Cicero gained over to him 
an in tire legion, which Pifo defigned to convey over to Marc 
Antony in Italy. And now Brutus' s army being greatly in- 
creafed, the prudent leader imbarqued with a ftrong detach- 
ment for Dernetrias , a town of Thejfaly^ which we have 
Seizes on often mentioned in the hifrory of Greece^ and there feiz.ed a 
the ma%a- prodigious quantity of arms, which had been formerly a- 
ssincs of mailed in that city by Cccfar for his Parthian expedition, 
arms at and were now defigned for Antony, Macedon was then go- 
Demetri- V erned by Hortenftus^ the fon of the famous orator, who was 
as » Cicero's rival in eloquence. As he was a ftneere friend to his 

country, he declared without the leaft hefitation, for Brutus j 
and before the arrival of Caius Antonius 9 who was appointed 
to fuccccd him and already on his march, he refigned to 
that chief of the republican party both his province and his 

to (land for the prstorfhip (54). Pomponius Atticus likewife fent 
him a prcfent of CM. fellerces, when he left Italy, and ordered 
three hundred more to be remitted to him in Epirus ( 55 . 

(U) Plutarch pretends, that Brutus quoted this vcrfe on a 
fudden without any premeditation, or any preceding circumftance 
to prompt him to it. But this is highly improbable, as madam 
Dacier well obferves. According to her, Brutus fpokc this verfc 
in the perfon of Cafar t fignifying thereby, that in putting Cafar 
to death, he had only lent a helping hand to fate and Apollo* and 
that his death was purely owing to the gods and his defliny. 
Some hiitorians, quoted by Plutarch, tell us, that the word Bru- 
tus gave his men at the battle of Pbi/ippi was Apollo ; whence they 
conclude, that the line quoted on this occafion was a prefage of 
that overthrow ( 56). 

($4) Cic lib. ad Brutum epift. 11. ( 55) Corn, Nep. in vi- 

ta Po/iJ>< Attic. (56; P hits ibid. 
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troops ; nav, he railed new forces for him in all the countries Is joined hy 

under his ju rifdi ilion, and appeared as (anguine in the great the troops 

caufe of liberty as Brutus himfelf. And now, Brutus be- '« Mace- 

ing at the head of a powerful army and matter of Greece and ^ on * 

Alicedon, all the petty kinns and piinces round about flocked 

to join him, and oftcr him their (ervice. Among the red a 

queen of "7 ' brace 1 by name Poleniocratia^ whufe hufband had 

been lately murdered by his rebellious lubjeete, had recoutfe 

to him, and, delivering up to him all her t features, put her- 

fell and her fon under his protection. Brutus received her 

with that humanity which was peculiar to him, and feiu her 

to Cyzzcum in Jfin Minor, to live there far from danger, 

till a favourable opportunity offered of relloring her to her 

kingdom <*. 

In the mean time, news being brought, that Cuius , the 
brother of Antony having croffed the Adriatic, was advanc- 
ing to join Gabinius, or, as others call him, Vatinlus^ who 
commanded three legions in Dyrrbachium and Apollonia, Bru- 
tus refolved to be beforehand with him. Accordingly, lie 
moved forwards in all hafte with the few troops he had then 
with him. His march though through rugged places and a 
deep fnow, was fo expeditious, that he lei t thofe who were 
to bring his provifions a great way behind. When he got 
near to Dyrrbachium, he was feized with a diftemper, which 
the Greeks call Bulimia 9 that is, a violent hunger (W). As 

he grew very faint for want of food, and none in the army 
could fupply him with any, h:s attendants were forced to 
have recou r fa to the enemy, and, advancing 10 the very 
gates of the city, acquainted the centincls, who were there 
upon duty, with the fad (late of Brutus, and begged them 
to relieve him. They were touched with companion, and im- 
mediately flew to his relief with plenty of provifions. Bru- 
tus on this occult on won fo much upon the affections of thofe 
legionaries by his obliging hehavioui, that they all joined him j s j ^ t 
to a man, Gahinius himfelf nor excepted, wh.nn Cicero com- ^j** b i t iT 
mended on that feore, iaying afide the hatred he had former- us «, 



J Cic. !. v. ix. x. 3c xii epiil. famil. Sc Philippic. 11. 

Plut. in Bruto. Appia.m. I. iv. p. 663, & Icq. Din. 1. 

xivii. p. 339, & feq. Vell. Patekcui.. 1. ii. c. oj, & 
fcq. 



f eg fans. 



(W) The word Bulimia is compounded of the two Greek words, 
B t$ % an q\\ and Xiu/.?, bung?r % and fign'fie* nn ox-like bunge*\ an ittfal /- 

nhle appetite, which proceed: from a too iharp ferment in the 
ilomach. 

lv 
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]y horc him. Cains A tintus, receiving intelligence of what 
had happened at Dwrhachi .-///J, advanced with all poiliSlc ex- 
pedition to t 4**jlh»iia, am! lununoncd all the fohliers, who 
were quarte. e i near ih tr tic,-, to join him there. Bat rlrulmg 
thev went .til over to Bruins, and fufpecting that the garifon 
of Apoihnia were mUmed to tiie fun. pare/, he abandoned 
tharutv, and haftened 10 Buthrotus, now Butro*tto,on the 
Ionian fea. B r utus purfued him cl >!e, and on his march cut 
in pieces three or tnc feven cohorts mat attended him. Upon 
this fucctfs Brutus wrote to k he fenate, acquainting the con- 
fcript fathers with what he had done in Greece and Macedon. 
His letter was read in the fenate by the conful Panf;^ who 
was itill in Rome, and his generous concern for the welfare 
of his country fet forth by Cicero in his tenth Philippic ; at 
whufe motion a decree pafl* d, appointing Brutus to govern 
Brutus Macedon, Iliyricum, and all Greece, in quality of proconful c . 
pointed go- By the fame decree both he and Ctjfius were empowered to 
*verrtor of make ufe of the public money, and to raife what fums 
Greece, tne y p] e afed in the provinces fuhjecvt to Rome. The kings 
M ^ c ^ on> and cities of the eaft, in alliance with the Roman, people, 
*? ^" were at the fame time ordered to lend them all the afliftance 

they could f. 

In the mean time, young Cicero, whom Brutus had de- 
tached with his light-armed foot in purfuit of Caius Antonius, 

g up with him near Byllis, or Bullis, a city of lllyricum 
Caius An- on tne ddriattCi attacked him and gave him a total overthrow, 
tonius de ^ aius with his troops to a neighbouring mnrfli, where 
Jeated and nc was furrounded by Brutus, without any poflible means 
taken pri- of making his efcape. Brutus might with great cafe have 
/oner. cut him off with all his troops ; but he would not fuffer his 

men to fall upon them, faying, that in a little time they 
would be all of his fide ; which accordingly happened, for 
they went all to a man over to Brutus, and even delivered up 
to him their general ; fo that Brutus had now eight legions 
under his command, a numerous body of horfe, and a great 
many archers and (lingers, with feveral companies of Macedo- 
nians, whom he dailv exercifed after the Roman manner 8 . 
Is treated As for Cains Antonius, Brutus treated him with the utmoft 
with great civility, and even fufTered him to enjoy the title of proconful, 
civility by and all the badges of that dignity, though feveral fenators, 
Biutus. and particularly Cicero, folicked him by letters to lid the re- 



« Cic. Philippic. 10. Apr 1 an. 1. iii. p. ^67. & I. iv. 
p. 622, 633. { Idem ibid. & Veil, Pater- 

cul. I. ii. 4 Pi v . in Bruto. Ax* pi an. I. iv. p. 

632, 633. 
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public of fo dangerous an enemy. But finding at length that 
he a -ufe.J his go; ruJ-nat'.ire, a 1 1 made ufe of the liberty, which, 
tiiruuj2.li an excels of kiuunefs, was allowed him, to corrupt 
the officers and raife (editions arru.ng the foldieis, he confined 
him on a bo.ud a Ibi^, an 1 there kept him clofe prifoncr. Se- 
veral foldieis, when, he had privately ("educed, abandoning 
Brutus, retired to Apollonia, whence, repenting of the ftep 
they had taken, they fent him word, that if he would come 
ti.ither, they would return to their duty. Brutus anfwered, 
that this was net cujhmary aiticug the Romans, but that it 
became theje, who had c]j ended, to come tc their general and 
beg forgivenejs of their crimes which they did, and were 
received with great kino..eis by their humane and good-na- 
tured general 1*. 

About this time Brutus received a letter from the famous 
Titus Pomponius Att'uus, in which wjs inclofcd, it feems, 
the copy of one written by Cicero to Of! avian us after the bat- 
tle of Mutina ; wherein he hrlt congratulated him on his late 
victory, and then told him, that it was dejlred and expected 
of him, that he ivould fuffer thoje citizens to lead a quiet and 
y caeca hie life, whom all good men and the people of Rome loved 
and ejlcemed, meaning Brutus and his followers. As this 
w.;s tacitly acknowledging an authority in Octavianus above 
the laws, Brutus highly relented it, and exprefted his refisnt- 
ment in the letters tie wrote to Atticus and Cicero himfclf. / Brutus' s 
had rather not live, fays he, writing to Cicero, than owe my Utters to 
life to him. I do not believe, that the Roman people have pro- Cicero. 
voted the wrath of all the gods to fuch a degree, that Odtavia- 
nus muft be in treated for the fafety of one private citizen, much 
It fs for that of the deliverers of the world 1 . Cicero had, it 
f veins, on what o<. cafion we know not, reproached Cafca 
with the murder of Co: far, and was employing all his intcieit 
in favour of Octavianus. This drew feveral letters in very iharp 
terms from Brutus, which are mil extant among Cicero's e- 
piftlcs, and will be lafling monuments of the honour, virtue, 
and truly noble fpirit of that brave patriot, in fpiteof the 
ivy ill-natured reflections with which the flatterers of Augujlus, 
and, fince his time, the abetters of abfolute power have endea- 
voured to blacken his character. 

Brutus, being now at the head of a powerful army, and 
mailer of all Greece, Ulyricum, Mucedon and Thrace, refolvcd 
to paH, into Ajia and the re* join C ijfiu s , whofe progrefs in thofe 
eaflcrn provinces, from the time he parted with Brutus in 
Athens to the con fu late of Octavianus , we arc now to relate. 



h Puut. in Bruto. 1 Cic. ad Bruturn, cpift. 16 
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We have obferved above, that P. C:rndius Dilabclla^ by the 
intereft of Marc Aitony, obtained of the people, in fpite of 
the fenatc, the government of Syria. This Ctjjius no foon- 
er understood, than he left Athens, and fa ile<i lint into sffij, 
which province was then governed by 'Trebomus, one of the 
confpirators, in quality of proconful. it hud been allotted to 
CafTius him a few days after Crjar's death, and lie, upon the arrival 
fnffes over of Octavianus at Rome, h id quitted the city and retired to his 
into Afia. government, as is mamfeft from fevcral of Cicero's epi fries 

Cajfius was well leceived by "Trebon'un , and alfo by P. Lentu- 
ius, who had been fent with him in quality of proquaeftor 
extraordinary, his ordinary qurcftor being L. Patijtus. This 
we gather from C : cero's epiltdcs 1 , which fome writers fcem 
not to have confuited,or to have rnifunderftood. Thefe fuppli- 
Is joined fa ed C.ijfius with money; and he was loon after joined by a 
a body of body uf horfe, which Dolabelia had lent into Afia^ with 
horfe, and orders to purfue their march into Syrij^ and there wait fur 
by the Ro- mm> Lcntulus^ in one of his letters laCiccro, afcribes to hmi- 
ma " s f'f 1 felf the glory of having brought over thefe troops to Cafftuiz 
^iro't*" \( party ,M , It was no fooner known in Afia and Cdicia, that 
an i C ; li Cajjius was railing forces, than the Romans^ who were difperf- 
cu ^ ' ed about thofe provinces, flocked to him from all quarters; 

fo that feeing himfelf at the head of a confidcrable army, 
he left Ajia, we mean Afia properly fo called, and marched 
into Syria^ with a defign to feize on that province, before the 
arrival of Dolabelia- He was fcarce gone when Dolabella 
landed on the Afiatic coaft, laid wafte the country, made 
himfelf matter of Tarfus^ where Cajfius had left a garifon, and 
murdered in a moft cruel and treacherous manner the pro- 
conful Trebonius^ as we have related above. CaJJius, on his 
arrival in Syria, found Statius R/lurcus, and Marcius Crifpus 
Andalfoby carrying on the liege of Apamca againft: J^. Cacilius Bajfus^ 
Scatius as we have related above. Thefe two leaders immediately 
Marcus, joined him with all their forces, and Bajfus's foldicrs forced 
Caccilius |jj m to ^ 0 t j ie f arnj . thereupon the city being delivered up 

MarcLT ° ^ a .lf ius ^ 3,1 CM( ^ was P ut to tnc llL> g e > ant ^ the army of that 
Ciif us general, by this new addition, incrcafed to the number of eight 

* legions. From this time he took upon him the title of pro- 
conful, as appears from his letters to Cicero though Cicero^ 
in his letters to him, does not acknowledge that title, as not 
yet granted him by the fenate °. Both Murcus and Crifpus 

* Cic. ad Ante. 1. yiv. epift. 10. & I. xiii. ad familiar. epi(l 75. 
cr>Uata cum cp\'\ 43. 4^. 1 Vide Cic. 1. X)l. 44 d familiar, c p i it. 
14, 1 1,1 CV: !. xii ad fa .11 tliar. epill. 14. "Cic. 1 xii. 

ad tan::.:ir rp il. u, 12. 0 Idem ibid, cpilr, 7, 8,9, 10. 
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heartily embraced Cajfius's party ; the former was by him ap- 
pointed governor or Syria, and alio admiral of his fleet ; but 
Baffin, not caring to engage in this wjr, was permitted 
quietly to retire 11 . C[[Jius being thus ^lengthened, foon 
made himfelf matter of all Syria, which he did the more eafily Maket 
on account of the great reputation he had formerly acquired in ^wfelf 
that province, by defending it againft the Parthians after the m ?fj r ?f 
overthrow of Qraffus at Carrhee* as we have related at length * y vvlm 
in the hiitory of the Parthians 4. From Syria he palled into 
Phceiice and Judo: a, and fee u red to himfelf thofe countries r . 
While he lay there, he was informed, that Allienus, one of 
D glabella's lieutenants, was marching through Palejline with 
four legions, which Ctsfar had left in Egypt after the Alexan- 
drian war. Upon this advice he went to meet them, and 
coming upon them unawares, obliged both AUtenus and his le- Obliges 
gions to fide with him, which, with thofe he had before, Allienus 
made up the number of twelve legions. Of thefe forces he with bis 
gave a particular account to Cicero, in a letter dated the nones four legi- 
of March from his camp at Taricbeea in Galilee c . For the ons to take 
maintaining of Co numerous a body of men, he was forced to P art ? zvithi 
lay the country under heavy contributions ; and Judeca bcin:r him. 
taxed at feven hundred talents, Antipatcr took fpcedy care for 
the anfweiing of this fum, committing it to the charge of 
his two 101b, P.'jafael and H:ro:i, and to Alalicbus^ and fome 
others, ordering them to r«ife the fum forthwith, and afli^n- 
ing to each of them their proper dHtricts for this purpofe. 
Herod, having brought in his quota trie firfr, gained by that 
means the favour of Cajji us. But Gophna, Emmaus, LydJ:7, 
Tbamna, and fome other cities of Jud*ca y being backward in 
railing their quotas, Cajpus caufed the inhabitants to be fold 
for Haves to the beft bidder, for the more fpeedy payment 
of the fum required. Fie was provoked to fuch a degree a- 
gainft Afa.ic/ji/s, who was very dilatory in this matter, that he 
would have put him to death, had not Hyrcanm appeafed him 
with a prefent uf a hundred talents which he fent him by 
Antipntcr* . J 11 the meantime, Dolabclla, after a long flay 
in jfitj where he burdened the cities with new taxes, and 
opprcH'ed the inhabitant in a moll cruel and tyrannical man- 
ner", palled Hi ft into Cificia, a i i thence into Syr/./, with 
two legions, whither his fleer, compofed of velfels hiied of 

p Dro. I. xh-ii. p U v<t Cic. I :c\\. nd fa mil cpiit. n, t>. 

J 1 Vide Vol. X. p. ;z8.&teq. ' Jos e i- h . aiuiq. I. xiv. c. iS. & d g 
bell. Judaico. 1 i. c. 9. r Cic. I. xii ad f.imil. cpill 11, 12. 
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the L)c!ans, pamphylians y and CilicianSy failed foon after 
under the command of L. Figulus w . Upon his arrival m 
Syria, he attempted to enter Antioch, as governor ot that 
province j but being repulfed by the inhabitants, and the gari- 
fon, which Cajflus had left there, with the lofs of about a 
Dolabella hundred of hid men, he abandoned the enterprife, and retired 
retires to j n tne night towards Laodicea. During his march, moft of 
Laodicea. t j ie tr00 p S ne had raifed in Afia abandoned him, fome of them 

returning to Antioch, where they joined Cajjius^s men, and 
others retiring over mount Amanus into Cilicia *. As the in- 
habitants of Laodicea were intirely devoted to Cafar's party, 
they received Dolabella with open arms, and put him in 
pofleflion of their city 5 which Cajfius no fooner heard, than 
he haftencd thither, leaving Herod governor of Cale- Syria , 
-with a ftrong detachment from his army to keep that 
province in awe y . Upon his arrival, he found Dolabella 
incamped under the walls of the city, nay, as we learn from 
a letter ot Cajfius Parmenfis, and not of Cajfius Longinus, as we 
conjecture, to Cicero^ he had beat down part of the walls, and 
Where he i°' net ^ nis cam P t0 the town *. As Laodicea was placed on a 
isbefieged peninfula, Cajfius, to prevent Dolabella from making his ef- 
by Caflius. ca P e ky land, carried on a wall two furlongs in length crofs the 

ifthmus, with materials brought from the neighbouring villa- 
ges and fepulchres. At the fame time he difpatched meflen* 
gers to the Phoenicians? Lycians 9 and Rbodians for fhips, 
with a defxgn to block up the harbour. But the Sidonians 
alone complied with his fummons, and fent him what veflels 
they had ready equipped in their harbour. They were 
fcarce arrived, when Dolabella 9 s fleet under the command of 
L. Figulus appeared off Laodicea. Cajfius? though his fleet 
was far inferior in number to the enemy's, yet would by all 
means venture an engagement, in which both parties fought 
Cafllus'i with incredible bravery. But at length Cajfius\ fleet was 
fleet de- overpowered, and five of his fhips taken with all the mari- 
feated. ncrs on board. Hereupon Cajfius difpatched meflengers anew 

to thofe who had flighted his Hrft fummons, and befides to 
Cleopatra queen of Egypt , and to Serapion* who commanded 
her forces in Cyprus. The Tyrians? Aradians^ and alfo Se- 
rapion, without the knowledge of his miitrefs, obeyed the 
fecund fumruuns, and fent what mips they could aflcmblc. 
But Cleopatra herfelf, who had been greatly favoured by Ca- 
Jar y and confequently bore an incconcileable hatred to all 

w Apiman. I. iv. p. 624.. * P. Lk nt u l. ad Ci c. Uxii. ad fami- 
liar, epift. 1 5 y Joseph, antiq I. xiv. c. 19. a Cic. L xii. 
ad familiar, epift. 1 3 . 
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thofe who were concerned in his death, refufed to lend them 
any afliitance, under pretence, that Egypt was then afflicted 
with a plague and famine. The Rbodlans and Lycians declared, 
that they defigned to maintain a ltridt neutrality, though it 
was well known, that DolabelUf s fleet confifted moftly of 
Lycian and Rbodian veflels. Of this Lentulus^ who was pio- 
quaeftor extraordinary of JJia-) complained in his letters both 
to the fenate and Cicero ; for Dolabella had been declared an 
enemy to the people of Rome^ and the republic had lately 
wed her alliance wiih the Rhodians a . However Stat'ius 



Murcus^ the admiral of CajJtus J s fleet, having got together a 
confiderable number of fhips of war in Phcenicc and on the 
coaft of Afia, ventured two other engagements, in the firft 
whereof they parted upon equal terms ; but in the fecond 
Dolabella' s fleet was entirely defeated. Then Murcus blocked Dolabel- 
up the port with his victorious fleet ; fo that no provifions Ws fleet 
could be conveyed into the befieged city either by fea or land, intirely de- 
the wall, which Cafjius had begun crofs the ifthmus, be- f eat anei 
ingnow completed. The place being thus reduced to the ut- Lta -° aicca ' 
raoft extremity, Dolabella attempted feveral times to fally ****** 
out at the head of the garifon, but was conftantly driven back 
into the city, which was at length, without his knowledge, 
delivered up to the enemy by one Squint /«/, a chief officer of 
his army. Dolabella , feeing the enemy in poifeiEon of the 
city, and fearing CaJJius would retaliate upon him his cruel 
ment of the unfortunate Trebonius^ ordered one of his 



guards to cut off his head ; which he did accordingly, and The death 
then killed himfelf with the fame fword. The example of ^Dola- 
Dolabella was followed by M. Otiavius his lieutenant, and bella. 
JjK Mar/us^ another of his chief officers. CaJJius ordered 
their bodies to be decently interred, though they had refufed 
that honour to the poor remains of Trebonius^ which they 
threw into the fea, after having infulted them in the grofleft 
manner. But Cajftus^ at the fight of Dolabella's head, 
feemed to have forgot the vengeance he owed to the manes of 
his friend. As for the foldiers, who ferved under the decea- 
fed general, though they had been declared enemies to the 
republic as well as himfelf, CaJJius generoufly forgave them, 
and, having obliged them to take the military oath to him, 
incorporated them among his legionaries b. Appian tells us, 
that CaJJius plundered both the temples and treafury of Lao- 
<hcca 7 that he laid heavy taxes on the inhabitants, and put 

? Cic ad familiar. 1. xii. epift. 14, 1 5. b Appuv I. iv. 

P 625 & icq. Dio. 1. xlvii. p. 345. Sc feq. Li v 1. xii. Stiaoo. 
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the nobility to the fvvonl ; fo that the city was reduced 
to a moft mifcrahlc condition c . What Appian fays has not 
been a lirt U* exaggerated by the authors of the Roman hiltory 
now publifhing at Paris : for they tell us, that the Jirects in 
an /■■ //./■■ 7 lucre covered with dead bodies 3 that the blood ran in 
Jire,i,i t y ; that neither temples nor palaces were /pared ; that 
thy':, whom the conqueror thought fit to pardon, xuere forced to 
pay Jnch exorbitant jums that death feemed lejs painful to them 
than life Thofe reverend writers, men indeed of great 
Je.rninLr, but avowed champions of arbitrary power, omit 
no opportunity or* throwing what dirt they can upon thofc 
whu llood up in defence of their liberties. They conftantly 
follow thole authors, whole accounts are the leafr favourable 
to them, without taking notice of what others, lefs partial 
and biafled, have wrote on the fame fubje£fr. In the prefent 
cafe, Dion CaJJius difagrceing, as he often does, with Ap- 
pian, after having told us, that Caffius gave quarter and im- 
punity to D'-labella's troops, adds, neither punifhed he the in- 
habitants of Laodicea, otberivife than by obliging them to pay a 
fum of money c . No mention here of ftr earns of blood? of 
Jirects covered with dead bodies? of exorbitant taxes which 
made death it f elf defireable. 

ffjero* And now Caffius? after the reduction of Laodicea? become 

*ve ntn'nt rnaftcr of all Syria? acquainted the confeript fathers with the 
of Syria, fuccefs of his arms ; who thereupon confirmed to him the 
confirmed government of thofe vaft provinces, as they did to Brutus 
to Caffius. that of Greece? Macedon, and Illyricum? ordering all the 

Hates and cities, in alliance with or fubjefl to Rome? to obey 
their orders and aflifl them to the utmoft of their power u 
Thus Brutus and Cofftus? who had fled from Rome? as Plu* 
tarch obferves 8 , like defpicable exiles, without money or 
arms, without fhips, foldiers, or one fingle city to rely on, 
•were now mailers of large provinces, had above twenty legi- 
ons under their command, and were in a condition to keep 
in awe and withfland the united forces of OcJavianus? An- 
tony, and Lepidus. Thus was the Roman ftate, taken in its 
utmoft extent, divided between two oppofite parties, the Cce- 
fareans? that is, thofe who were for introducing abfolute go- 
vernment and arbitrary power ; and the republicans? that is, 
•zealous defenders of their liberties and the ancient cuftoma 
and laws of the republic. The latter prevailed in the eaftj 
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and the former in the weft : where they were obeyed by all 
the nations between the ocean and the ftraights of Mejfana, or 
the moft fi> ut hern borders of Italy. As for S icily , it was 
held at this time by Sextus Pompeius y the younger fon of 
Pompey the Great , of whom we {hall have frequent occafiont 
to fpeak in the fequcl of this hiftory. Such was the fitua- 
tion of affairs at the beginning of OcJauianus 7 s firft confulate. 
What happened in Italy and the feveral provinces fubjedr. to 
the diflrac^ed and expiring republic, from his confulate to the 
death of Brutus and Cajfius^ fiiall be the fubjeft of the follow- 
ing chapter. 
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H E firft ftep Oft avi anus took, after he had entered 
upon his confulate, was, to get his adoption con- 
firmed in a general afiembly of the people. In the 
next place, he prevailed upon the fenate to revoke 
their decree, declaring Dolabella^ whofe death was not yet 
known at Rome, an enemy to his country h . Soon after his 
collegue Q Patdius, at his inftigation, propofed a law for 
impeaching, trying, and condemning all thofc who had been 
any ways concerned in the death of Cafar, Purfuant to this 
law which pafled without oppofition, L. Cornificius took up- 
on him to accufe Brutus^ and the famous M. ^'ipfanius A- 
grippa (X) appeared againft CaJJius. The confpirators were 

i» A p p 1 an. 1. iii. p. 586. Dio. 1. xlvi p. 321, 322. 

(X) Marcus Vipjanius Agrippa was, according to Suetonius (37\ 
of a mean defcent, but of an equeftrian family according to Cornt- 
liui Nepos (38). The former writer tells us, that the emperor 
Caligula^ afhamed to acknowledge Agrippa for his grandfather, gave 
out, that his mother Agrippina was not the daughter of Agrippa^ 
but the fruit of an inceftuous commerce, between fulia the wife of 
Agrippa and her father Auguftus ; chufing out of a foolifh and fhame- 
ful vanity, to owe his birth rather to an inceft, than a lawful mar- 
riage C39V -^g rt PP a was brought up from his infancy with OSla- 
wianusy and ferved him to the lalt with the utmoft fidelity. Wc 
mail have occafion to make f. equent mention of him in the fcquel 
of this hirtory. Velleiui Paterculus, a fcandalous flatterer of the 
C<i'fars % tells us, that his uncle Capita joined Agrippa in accufing 
Brutus (40). 

(37) Suet, in Caligula, (^8) Cornel. Nep in vita Attici 

(39) Idem. ibid. ^40) Veil. Patcrcul. /. ii. c. 09. 

all 
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all fummoned to take their trials; and we are told, that when 
the herald pronounced the name of Brutus^ both the people 
and fenatc exprefled their concern for fo worthy a cit zen with 
fi^hs anJ tears. Among the many judges, who were chofen 
for the decifion of fo important a caufe, Silicius Coronas was 
die only perfon who had courage enough to declare in their 
favour, which coft him his life ; for tho' Oftavianus thought 
it then advifeable to diflemble his refemment, and pretended 
even to be reconciled to Si/icius, yet he foon after facrificed 
him to his revenge. Notwithstanding the oppofition of that 
generous citizen, the confpirators were all condemned, with- 
out being heard, to perpetual banifhment, and their eftates 
confifcated But as Brutus and CoJJius were at the head of 
twenty legions, Oftavianus rightly judged, that it would not 
be eafy for him to deftroy them, without the-affiftance of An- 
tony and Lepidus. He therefore difpatched trufty mefTengers Incites 
to thefe two chiefs, defiring them to march with all poffible Antony 
expedition into Italy, that they might with their united forces and Lepi- 
fall upon Brutus and CaJJius, and drive them out of the pro- dus into 
vinces which they had feized. Hereupon they both fet out Italy, 
without delay, and pafling the A/ps 9 at the head of feventeen 
legions, entered Cifalpine Gaul. The fenate., alarmed at their 
approach, and frill Grangers to the private managements be- 
tween them and OStanjianus, ordered the latter to march out 
againft them, and make war upon them as public enemies. 
Oclavianus with great joy embraced this opportunity of put- 
ting the lafr hand to the treaty, which had been begun fome 
time fince between him and his rival. But, before he left 
Rome 7 he gave private inft ructions to Quint us P&dius his col- 
Jegue and creature, to infinuate, as of his own motion, to 
the fenate, that it was for the advantage of the common- 
wealth to repeal their decree againft: Antony and Lepidus? and 
not to drive fuch men to defpair, efpecially Antony, who was 
as great a commander, and no lefs to be dreaded than Sy/la 
and Marius. This propofal was no- ways agreeable to the 
fenate; but nevcrthelefs, as they fufpe&ed OSiaviamts to be 
at the bottom of the whole, they wrote to him for his advice 
in fo nice a point. The crafty general readily con fen ted to 
the repealing of the decree, as we may well imagine ; but, to 
deceive the fenate, told them in his letter, that his confenc 
hail been in a manner extorted by the caincir intreaties of his 
1 >!diers. However, the con fen pt fathers began now plainly to 
fee, that Oclavianus\ defign was to gain over Antony to his 

1 Liv. 1. cxk. V e f, l . Patbrcul. I.ii. c fin. Suet in Ne- 
'One, c. 3. Dio. 1. xlvi. p. 3z2.P1.UT. in Bruto. 
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party, arid to a£r. in concert with him againft the defenders 
Ihe decree °^ rne public liberty. But they were no longer in a condition 
againft to withftand him, and therefore folemnly disannulled all the 
Antony decrees againft: Antony and his adherents. In acknowledg- 
and Lepi- ment of this good turn, Antony marched immediately againft 
dus re*vok- Dccimus Brutus, who was incamped in the neighbourhood of 

JIAutina with ten legions, four whereof confifted of veterans, 
but who were in a very bad condition on account of the drf- 
tempers and fatigues they had fufrered during the late ftege j 
the fix others were newly raifed, and quite unacquainted vvirh 
military difcipline. So that Brutus, not finding himfelf in a 
condition to oppofe the united and fupcrior forces of Antony 
and Lepidus, refolved to quit Cif alpine Gaul, and by the way 
of Aquileia pafs into Illyricum, and from thence into Macedon y 
"where M. Brutus commanded. But, finding all the pafTes 
feized on that fide by O&avianus's troops, he took his rout 
towards the Alps with a defign to pafs the Rhine, where that 
river divides Tranfalpine Gaul from Germany, and through the 
latter country purfue his march into Macedon. But the ap- 
prehenfion of the fatigues and dangers of fo long a journey 
had fuch an effect on the minds of the new raifed troops, that 
they all abandoned Brutus and went over to Antony. Their ex- 
ample was foon followed by the other four legions ; fo that Bru- 
Tbemisfor- tus's army was foon reduced to a few fquadrons of Gaulijh 
tunes and horfe \ and to fuch of thefe alfo, as betrayed any unwilling- 
death of nefs to follow him, Brutus not only gave leave to return 
D. Brutus, home, but generoufly fupplied them with money to defray 

the charges of their journey. "Thus guarded only by three 
hundred horfe, he marched as far as the Rhine, the fight of 
-which rapid river fo frightened the few Gauls he had with 
him, that they ftole away one after another, except ten, who 
feemed determined never to forfake him. In this extremity 
he laid afide all thoughts of entering Germany, and drefling 
himfelf after the GauliJJ? manner, as he fpoke the language 
like a native, he refolved in that difguife to return through 
Gaul into Italy, not without hopes of reaching at length Ma- 
cedon undifcovered. But he had not gone far before he had 
the misfortune to he taken by a band of free- boo ters, who 
conducted him, at his requefr, to the lord of that diftricTt, hy 
name dnni/lus, or, as other* call him, Cornelius, who had' 
received a ihoufind favours at his h.uuU in the dictator's liie- 
time. But the mwratelul wretch, after having received him 
m a friendly manner, dilp.iri lied a mellVn^er to A itor.y, ac- 
quainting him, that he ha J B rutin in his power, and was rca- 
11 .■ to tiupofe of him as he pi cull* J. Antony w is touched with 

i Mir.p. lin n t .t M;j mi:>k 1 tunes, of a man fo confide rable for l.n 

birth, 
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birth and the great offices he had borne. But neverthelefe, 
as it was for the intereft of his party that he fhould be cut off, 
he wrote word to Camillus to difpatch him and fend him his 
head ; which the treacherous Gaul did accordingly, without 
any regard to the facred laws of hofp:ta!ity. Dion CaJJius, 
Valerius Maximus, and Seneca tell us, that Brutus behaved 
on this occaiion in a manner very unbecoming a man of his 
rank and flation, and that he earneftly begged for his life, e- 
ven after Helvius Blafta, his intimate friend and infe parable 
companion, had killed himfelf in his prefence, to animate him 
by his example k. Cicero on the contrary, who was intimate- 
ly acquainted with him, fpeaks of him as a man, who ivas 
never afraid* or even difiurbed 1 ; and the authority of Cicero 
is moie to be rt lied on, than that of all the hiitorians, who 
wiote long after, put together. However, the learned fa- 
theis Catrou anu houille, in their Roman hiftory, take no 
noiKe or this p-fij'ge, which would have left no room for 
their long del cants on the cowardice of that perfidious vjretch > 
that cruel traytor, that inhuman ajjoflin, as they are plea fed to 
ft>le Brutus lor cunfpiring againft fo fine a man as Cujar, guil- 
ty of no fault but that of tyranny and ufurpation. When his 
head was brought to Antony, he looked on it with fome con- 
cern, and then delivered ir to his friends, by whom it was 
decently buried m. Thus died Decimus "Junius Brutus* a year 
and a half after the death of Cajur. He had ncen always ho- 
noured by the dictator with pa» ocular marks of fnendfhip and 
confidence, as appears both from his will, and from the great 
employments to which he raifed him. For he w >s appointed 
owe of his fecond heirs, in cafe any of Ins great nephews 
mould renounce the inheritance; and had been general of his 
horfe ; governor flrft of Tranfafpine* and afterwards of Crf- 
alpine, Gaul, and named confui, according; to Vslleius Pater- 
cuius, for the year after the confulate of Hirtius and Panfa n . 
And indeed Decimus ferved him with the utmoft fidelity, till 
he began openly to afpire at the fove reign power ; and then, 
confidering him no longer as a friend, but as a tyrant, he pre- 
ferred the public welfare to his private intercft, which the a- 
Lfttters of arbitrary power look upon as an enoimcus ciime. 
Antony immediately acquainted Oil avi anus, that he had facri- 
Ticed Decimus to the manes of his father, and then advanced 
with Ltpidus at the Jicati ol his army to meet him. The pLce 
fhey chofe for their private conicrenccs was a fmall ilLnd 

* Dio. I. x!vi. p 32-. Vai.. Max. 1 ix. Scnica, cpift. 
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Oclavia- 
nus, An- 
tony, and 
Lepidus 
meet in a 
certain 
ifland. 



formed by the river Rbenus, now the Reno* which falls into 
the Po, after having watered the territory of Bononta or Bolog~ 
na ( Y). Both armies advanced to the oppofite banks of this ri- 
ver, from whence by two bridges a communication was opened 
with i he i flan J. Lepidus entered the flrft into the ifland, to view 
whether ic was fafe for theother two to venture into it. Such was 
the unfortunate condition of thofe ambitious men, who, even in 
the mid ft of a reconciliation, could not help miftrufting each 
other. Lepidus having made the fignal that was agreed on, 
the two generals entered the ifland from the oppofite banks, 
each of them guarded by three hundred men, who remained 
at the head of the bridges, while the two chiefs advanced to 
the place of the interview, which was a rifing ground, 
whence they could be equally feen by their guards and both 
armies. After they had faluted and embraced each other 
in a polite and friendly manner, they took their feats, the 
other two yielding to O&avianuSy as conful, the moil honour- 
able place. The conference lafted three days, during which 
time they had the precaution to fpeak conftantly fo low, not- 
withftanding fome warm debates, that not a fingle word could 
he heard even by their guards, who ftood but at a fmall diftance. 
At length they agreed on the following articles : i. That 
^ . .OiSfcavianus fljould forthwith refign the conf late^ which gave 
eso/ etr q kind of pre-eminence over theother twu 9 to Ventidtus or* 
agt-eemen . ^ ^ ntonv >j lieutenants. 2. That the fupreme authority Jhould 

be divided among them three , and kept by them for the fpace of 
five years, under the name of triumvirs, and in quality of re 
furmers of the commonwealth. 3. That they Jhould caufe this 
authority to he confirmed by the Roman people. 4. That Anto- 
jiv fl)ould have all Tranfalpine and Cifalpine Gaul, except 
Narbonne, which together with both Spa ins fijou Id be yielded 
to Lepidus ; and that O&avianus Jhould have for his Jhare 
Africa, with Sicily and Sardinia. 5. That Italy and the eajiern 
provinces^ which were pojfejfcd by Brutus and Caflius, Jhould for 
a tvhilc remain in common. 6 . That Antony and Oclravianus 
Jhould forthwith join their forces , and make war upon Brutus 

fY ) dpftan will have the triumvirs to have met in an ifland 
formed by the river Labinius in the neighbourhood of Mantua (41). 
But, in the firft place, the Labinius, or, as others call it, the La- 
<vinitii y is at a great ditfance from Mantua, and rather in the neigh- 
bourhood of Bononia ; and befides is not large enough to form an 
ifland, being in reality not a river, but a rivulet, known at prefent 
by the name of Lavi/10. 
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<7«*/Caffius, while Lepidus «///£ four legions /laid at Rome, to 
maintain the authority of the triumvirate there. Thus was the 
empire of the world divided, as Plutarch obferves, among 
thefe three chiefs, as if it had been their paternal inheritance, 
Befides thefe, feveral other articles were fettled. As it was of 
the utmoft importance, efpecially for OSfavianus and Antony , 
who were to march into the eaft againft Brutus and Cajfius* 
to fecure the fidelity of the legions, it was agreed, that each 
legionary fiiould receive after the war five thoufand drachmas, 
each centurion twenty five thoufand, and each tribune fifty 
thoufand. To thefe imm nfe and almoft incredible fums, 
were addeJ other rewards, yet more fubftantial. The trium- 
virs agreed to promife their foldiers fettlements, on their re- 
turn from the eaft, in eighteen of the belt cities of Italy ^ which 
fhould be chofen out by the three chiefs, and abandoned in 
property with their houfes and lands to the foldiers. As for 
the antient proprietors, they were by a crying injuIHce to be 
driven out of their old habitations, ftript of their lands and ef- 
fects, and fufFered either to perifh with famine, or (hift for 
themfelves in the beft manner they could. Some of thefe un- 
happy cities were even then named, viz. Capua, Rhegium* 
Beneventum, Luceria y Ariminum, and Vibo. As the triumvirs 
had occafion for immenfe fums to carry on the war, and be- 
fides were well apprifed, that there were frill jn Rome great 
numbers of zealous republicans, who probably would raife dis- 
turbances in Italy , during their abode in the eaft, they came to 
that barbarous and inhuman refolution, which will render their 
memories execrable and infamous to the latefl pofterity ; a re- 
folution, which brings difgrace upon tyranny itfelf. They a- The pro* 
greed not only to cut off all their enemies, but thofealfo who fcription. 
were either pofljffed of great eftates, or were thought to re- 
tain the leaft fparlc of zeal for their antient laws and liberties. 
This they looked upon as the fureft means of maintaining 
themfelves in the peaceable pofTeflionof their ufurped tyranny, 
and at the fame time of railing the necefl'ary fums for the fup- 
port of their troops. Thefe regulations were made without 
the leafl: conteft or difpute ; but the lift of the profcribed, 
when it came to he fettled, occafioned warm debates, each of 
them intending to deftroy his enemies and fave his friends. 
Antony \yould come to no agreement till Cicero's name was 
fetdown in the fatal lift. Oft avi anus endeavoured tofavc him, 
and was for having Antony to facrifice Lucius Cccfar^\\\s uncle? 
by the mother's fide. As for Lepidus* fome writers tell us, 
that contrary to the inclination of the other two, he iqfifte^ 
upon the condemnation of his own brother L. /Emilius Paulus x 
Who had voted the firft in the fenatc for pafijng the decree, which, 

S 2 declared 
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declared hi m a public enemy wh^n he joined Antony. Other 
authors fay, that he would fain have faved his brother, but 
that Octavianus and A>tony demanded his head. However 
that be, the thirft of betn^ revenged on their enemies at length 
got the better of the defire of fjvin.5 their friends and relati- 
ons. Octavianus in the end facririced Cicero to Antony; dit- 
to ny his uncle Lucius to Octavianus ; and Lepidus was either 
allowed to murder his brother Pau/us, or forced to abandon 
him to the refentment of the other two. The death of thefe 
three being agreed on, the lift of the others, whom the trium- 
virs doomed to die, was foon drawn up, e:ch of the three 
tyrants fctting down the names of his particular enemies, and 
even of the enemies of his creatures. The firft in this lift 



was Paufus, the brother of Lepidus ; Lucius Cajar y Anto« 
ny's uncle, was the fecond ; and Cicero the third. After 
thefe were named Plotius, conful elect, and brother to Plan- 
cus one of Antony's lieutenants; £>uintus, who was alfo dc« 
figned conful for the enfuingyear, and whofe daughter AJinius 
Pollio, a great (tickler for the triumvirate, had lately marriedj 
TboraniuS) who had been governor to Octavianus , and had 
taken particular care of his education, and many others, 
whom we fhall have occasion to mention in the lequel of the 
hiftory. And now the articles of this wicked confederacy be- 
ing agreed on, and fwore to by the contracting parties, the three 
chiefs feparated, after embracing each other, and went to im- 
part the refult of their conferences to their reipe&ive armies* 
who, overjoyed at the advantageous promifes that were made 
them, heard the report with the greateft (atisfa£tion. The 
fame day the two armies joined, and mutually feafted and en- 
tertained each other (A). Thus was concluded the fecond 
The fecond triumvirate about a year and a half after Cafar's death, the 
tnu/nvi- confequences whereof were mofl dreadful, and gave the laft 

blow to the liberty of Rome °. 

° App t an. 1. iv. 589, 590. Dio 1. xlvi. p. 325, 326. Plut. 
inCic. & Antonio. Flor I. iv. c. 6. 

(A* 1 The agreement being made, and the articles figned by the 
triumvirs, the army defned that the friendfhip between Antony 
and OSia-vianus might be cemented by (brne alliance, and forced in 
a manner the latter ro divorce Serviiia, the daughter of S'erntilikt 
Ifaurieus 9 whom he had married when he was very young, and to 
take in her room Cfodia, the daughter of the famous P C/odtus, 
who was killed by Mi/o, and of Fufvia, whom Antony had married 
after the death of her tirll hofband. (4.2 > 
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Antd now the triumvirs, feeing their agreement, and each 
of the articles on which it was concluded, approved by the fol- 
dicry of both armies, refulved in the firft place to publifli the 
decree of profcription, and h;tften the execution of it, befoie 
their enemies could have any notice of their wicked defigns. 
Accordingly, the fatal decree was drawn up and made 
public. It began thus: M. Lepidus, M. Antonius, arid The dtcree 
Octavianus Ccfar, chofen for the reformation of the common- of the pro- 
wealth. If the generofity of Julius Czefar had not prompted him fcriptiox. 
to pardon fome fai thief s men, and to grant them befides their 
lives y of which they were unworthy, honours and offices, which 
they dejerved as little, he had not fallen by their treafon y nor 
Jbould we have been obliged to proceed in a manner dif agreeable 
to us, again]? thofe who have declared us enemies to our country* 
But the wicked defigns they formed againfl us, the horrible 
treachery tbeyjhewed towards Caefar, and the certain knowledge 
W >e have of their execrable practices, force us to prevent the e- 
vils with which we are threatened. Then followed a juftifi- 
cation of the proceedings of the triumvirs, founded on the 
advantages which Cesfar had procured for the Roman people 
by his victories, on the ingratitude of thofe who had murder- 
ed him, and on the neceility of clearing the city of fuch as 
might involve it in new troubles. They concluded thus : No 
man /hall dare to receive, conceal, help to efcape, anyways relieve 
thofe who are profcribed, or hold any manner of intelligence with 
them, upon pain of being himfelf profcribed. Whofoever Jhall 
bring to any of the triumvirs the head of a profcribed perfon Jhall 
receive if a freeman, twenty -five thoufand fefierces, and ten 
thoufand, ifaflave. Tl)e fiave who /hall kill his maficr, Jhall 
moreover be declared a Roman citizen. The jame rewards Jhall 
be given to fuch as Jhall declare the place, where any profcribed' 
perfon lies concealed, and the name of the informer /ha 11 not be en- 
tered into any regifier, to the end it may never be known who he 
was. This decree, together with the firft- lift of the unhappy 
wretches who were doomed to die, was immediately fent to 
Rome, and at the fame time fome companies of foldicrs 
difpatched thither, to put the cruel orders of the triumvirs 
in execution. The foldiers arrived in the evening before the 
decree, and meeting four of the profcribed perfons in the 
ftreets, immediately put them to death : others were inhu- 
izunly maflkcred in their houfes ; fome while they were fup- 
puig with their friends, and fome in the temples, whither, 
upon the firft alarm, they had fled for refuge. The city 
w?sin an inftant filled with horror and confufion. Nothing 
u ms heard but cries and lamentations. As the lilt of the 
proiciibeJ perfons was not vet made public, every one fan- 

etc d 



r 4 2 



¥he Roman Bijlory. 



Book: III. 



Rnme in 
t^e utmofi 

t:orz. 



T/v entry 
cf the trl 
ttmifirs in 

to Rome. 



cied himfelf in that number ; and hence a general terror 
and confirmation. Some in the height of their defpair, re- 
folved to involve the whole city in their deftruc"r.ion, and ac- 
cordingly fet fire to it in different quarters. The darknefs 
of the night, the fire which began to flame out in fevcral places, 
the cries and groans of thofe who were inhumanly butchered in 
the ftreets, the running up and down of the armed foldicrs, the 
flight of the people, the Ihrielcs of the women, &c. filled eve- 
ry bread with dread and horror, i^. P&diuSy the only con- 
ful then in Rome, to remove the fears of the alarmed multi- 
tude and prevent diforders, ran from ftreet to ftreet, caufing it 
to be every where publifhed, that the number of thofe, who 
■were doomed to die, was but very fmall, and that, as foon 
as it was day, he would caufe their names to be fixed up in 
the forum. Accordingly, early next morning, the lift of the 
profcribed, containing the names only of feventeen perfons, 
was fet up in a public place, together with the decree of the 
triumvirs. This reftoreJ tranquillity to .the city for a 
while ; hut the conful P&dius, having over-heated himfelf 
with running up and down the city, to calm the minds 
of the people and prevent diforders, died the night following *; 

During thefe alarms, the triumvirs advanced, at the head 
of their united forces, towards Rome, which they entered on 
three different days, OSfavianns on the fir ft, Antony on the 
fecond, and Lepidus on the third, each of them being at- 
tended with his praetorian cohort and one legion. The firft 
ftep they took after their arrival was, to get a law paffed, in- 
verting them with the authority which they had ufurped. It 
was accordingly propofed by the tribune P. Titius to the af- 
fembled tribes, who paffed it the fame day in the following 
terms : The Roman people lawfully affembled have thought 
Jit to appoint three perfons to govern the commonwealth with 
confular power. Thefe are M. Antonius, M. Lepidus, and 
Caefar O&avianus, whofe authority (ball be acknowledged and 
obeyed by all for the fpace of five years. The decree was no 
fooner paffed, than Otlavtanus, purfuantto one of the articles 
nf the confederacy, re(ign<?d bis confulfhip, fome fay to 0, 
Carrinasy others to Ventidius (B). However that be, thefe 



two 



* Appian. Dio. Flor. Plut. ibid. 



(B} We have given elfewhere a particular account of th« rife, ex- 
ploits, and character of Ventidius C43) ; and therefore /hall only 



(4.3) Vol X. p. 531, & fig. 
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two were by the triumvirs appointed confute for the remain-* 
lag part of the prefent year ; but they made no figure, the 
whole power and authority of the republic being lodged in the 
triumvirs. Thefe three tyrants, looking upon themfelves 
now as lawful magiiirates, added the night following the 
names of one hundred and thirty perfons to thofe they had 
already profcribed ; a few days after they profcri bed a hundred 
and fifty more, and thus they daily increafed the number, till 
it amounted at lait to three hundred fenators, and above two 
thoufind knights. It is impofiible to paint the horrors of 
this bloody profcription ; by it every confiderable man in 
Rome? who was dill iked, or fufpe£ted by the triumvirate to 
difapprove their tyranny, who was rich and had where- 
withal to glut their avarice, was doomed to die. As it was 72* fad 
death to conceal or help them, and ample rewards were giv- condition 
en to fuch as difcovered and killed them, many were betray- the 
edand butchered by their Haves and freedmen, many by citytuastu 
their treacherous hofts and relations. Many fled to the wil- 
dernefs, where they perifiied for want with their tender chil- 
dren. Nothing was to be feen but blood and daughter j the 
ftreets were covered with dead bodies 5 the heads of the mo ft 
illuftrious fenators were expofed upon the roftra, and their bo- 
dies left unburied in the ftreets and fields, to be devoured by 
the dogs and ravenous birds. This looked like dooming 
Rome to perifh at once. Many uncondemned perfons perifh- 
edin this confuiion, fome by malice or miftake, others for 
concealing or defending their friends. Some of the antienc 
hiftorians feem to take pleafure in defcribing the horrors of 
this bloody and cruel profcription, which reduced the popu- 
lous capital of the world almoft to a wildernefs. They pro- 
duce many remarkable and afFecTting inftances of the affection 
of wives for their huhbands, and of the fidelity of flaves to- 
wards their mafters J but few, very few, as they own with 

add here, that a9 he had been formerly a muletier, and had got 
his livelihood by providing mules to carry the baggage of fuch 
Raman magiitrates as were fent to govern foreign province?,, 
when he was raifed to the confulate, the following lampoon was 
fixed up in all the public places of the city : 

Concurrtte, omnei auguret^ arufyica ; 

J 3 or tent um inufitatum ea/tflatttm eft recent : 

Nam mu/oj qui fricabat, cou/ui fa Hits eft ( f 4 ) . 

(4+) *V. Maw /. *■/. q. /}. Cr.'J. L 4.. PJin. I vii. 
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great concern, of the love of chilJien towards their parents. 
However, the dutiful behaviour or Oppius may (land for many, 
who, like Mneas, carried his old an J decrepid father on his 
fhoulders to the fea-fide, and efcaped with him into Sicily. Hisr 
piety was not long unrewarded ; for on his retuin to Ronie^ 
after the triumvirs had put an end to the profcription, he 
found the people fo taken with that generous action, that all 
the tribes unanimoufly concurred in raifing him to the aedile- 
fhip, and becaufe he wanted money to exhibit the ufual fports, 
the artificers worked without wages, and the people not only 
taxed themfelves to defray the necefTary charges attending 
fuch (hows, but gave proofs of the efteem they had for fo 
dutiful a fon by fuch contributions, as amounted to twice the 
value of his paternal cftate, which had been confifcated by the 
triumvirs. Caius Hojidius Geta was likewife faved by his 
fon, who fpread a report, that his father had laid violent hands 
on himfelf, and, to render the fa<ft more credible, fpent the poor 
remains of his fortune in performing his obfequies.^ By this 
means Hofidius, not being fearched after, made his efcape, 
but loft one of his eyes, which he had kept too long covered 
with a plaifter, the better to difguife him. As for the bar- 
barous impiety of thofe children, who, by a ftrange apoftacy 
from nature betrayed their own parents, it ought to be buried 
with them in eternal oblivion. Nothing can reflect greater 
infamy on the memory of the triumvirs, 
tenancing fuch impious monlrers. Several (laves chofe rather 
to die on the rack, amidft the moft exquifire torments, than' 
difcover the place where their mafters lay concealed j others, 
not caring to outlive them, fell by their own hands upon their 
dead bodies. Many illuftrious matrons gave remarkable proofi 
of their conjugal love in thefe times of calamity, which 
ought not to be pafled over in filence. The wife of j|>. Li- 
garius 9 feeing her hufband betrayed by one of his flaves, de- 
clared to the executioners who cut off his head, that (he had 
concealed him, and confequently ought, in virtue of the de- 
cree, to undergo the fame fate. But they not hearkening to 
her, Ihe appeared before the triumvirs themfelves, upbraided 
them with their cruelty, owned (he had concealed, in fpite 
of their decree, her hufband, and begged death of them as a 
favour. Being driven away by their officers, fhe fhut herfelf 
up in her own houfe, and there, as fhe was determined not to 
outlive her hufband, ftarved herfelf to death. Acilius was be- 
trayed by one of his flaves, and apprehended, but redeemed 
by his wife, who readily parted with all her jewels to favehif 
life, Apulcius^ Antifttns^ Anting Lucretius Vi/pallio, 

Titus 



than their coun- 
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Titus Vinius, and many others, were (aved by the ingenious 
contrivances of their wives, after they had given themfelves 
up for loft. Lucius, the uncle of Antony was faved by his Lucius 
fitter Julia, in whofe houfe he had taken refuge. The mini- Antonius 
iters of the triumvirs endeavoured to break into the room, "^"^a 
where he lay concealed ; but hi? fifter meeting them at the fots J*J ter ~ 
door, cried out feveral times, 7ou Jhall never kill Lucius 
Gasfar, till you Jirji difpdtch me, me, zuho gave your general his 
life and being. 1 he ailaiftns, thunder-jftruck at thefe words, 
retired : but neverchelefs Julia flew to the forum, where her 
fon was fitting. on his tribunal, receiving the heads of the 
profcribed, and paying the aiTaffins the promifed rewards. I 
have tranfgrejfed yotir decree; fa id ihe to Antony, and am come 
to inform againft myfelf. I have taken my brother into my 
houfe, and am refolved to protect him, till you fhall think 
fit to put us both to death. You have behaved, replied An- 
tony, like a good Ji/ler, but as a bad mother, and took no 
further notice of what Julia faid ; but Lucius was ho more 
inquired after. Though the country as well as the city 
fwarmed with informers and aflaifins,* yet many illuftrious 
citizens found means to avoid the fury of the proscription, 
and to get fa fe, either, to Brutus in AAacedon, or to Sextus 
Pompeius in Sicily. The latter kept conftantly a great num- 
ber of fmall veilels hovering on the coafts of Italy, to receive 
fuchasmade their efcape, and treated them with great kind- 
nefs and civility. The moft cottfiderable perfons among thofe 
who had the good luck to elude the fury of their enemies and 
perfecutbrs^ were, befides thofe we have already mentioned, 
Valerius J\4ejfala, Bibulus, Arianus, Meiellus, Rejlio, Appiusj 
Meneius, Junius, Pomponius, Hirtius, Apuleiui, Aruntius} 
Coponitts, and Ventidius* Meffala and Bibulus were invited 
home by the triumvirs, who by a public declaration' owned,; 
that they had hot been any ways acceflary to the death of 
Cafar j but they chofe to continue with Brutus in Macedon^ 
and fignaJized themfelves in the battle of Philippic Bibulus 
was afterwards raifcd to the firft employments \tt the irate. 
Arianus and Mctellus were faved by their children, Rejlio, The fideli* 
Appius, Meneius* and Junius by their flaves. liejlio had ty of /otnk 
marked one of his flaves on the forehead with a red-hot iron \ J? ae vet. 
the ufual punilhment inflicted on fuch (laves as" attempted to 
run away from their matters. This Have, having by chance 
found out the place where Rejlio lay concealed, appeared un- 
expectedly before him* afking whether he could do hfm any 
fcrvice? Re/lio had afterwards treated the flave with great 
humanity, and done him many favours ; but neverthelcfs, 
feeing hiinfelf now in his power,' he looked upon his cafe a9* 
Vol, XIII. T defperate,- 
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defperate, not doubting, but the flave would feize this oppor- 
tunity of being revenged on him for the former affront ; which 
the faithful and generous flave obferving, add retted him thus; 
Can you imagine? that the marks, with which you formerly 
branded me, have made a deeper imprejfon on my forehead, than 
the favours, which you have fince bejlovjed upon me, have done 
in my heart / Having thus fpoke, he led him to a cave, and there 
Supported him for fome time with what he earned by his daily 
labour. At length a company of foldiers coming that way 
and approaching the cave, the faithful flave, alarmed at the 
danger his matter was in, followed them clofe, and falling up- 
on a poor pcafant, killed him in their prefence, and cut off 
his head, crying out, / am now revenged on my niafler for the 
mar As with which he has branded me. The foldiers, feeing 
the infamous marks on his forehead, and not doubting but he 
had killed Rejiio, matched the head out of his hand and re- 
turned with it in all hafte to the triumvirs. They were no 
fooner gone, than the flave conveyed his matter to the fea- 
fidc, where ihvy had the good luck to find one of Sextus 
Pornpcius's veffels, which tranfported them fafe into Sicily. 
The generofity of the flaves of Appius and Meneius, or Me- 
ncniui, was (till more heroic ; for they fuffered themfelves to 
be Main in their matters habits, while their matters made their 
efcape in the difguife of (laves. Pomponius, finding no other 
means to get fafe out of Rome, aflamed the habit of a praetor, 
The bold and went early out of the city in that attire, being attended 
under tak- by his flaves in the difguife of lienors : he travelled at the ex- 
ing of pence of the public, giving out every -where, that he was 
Pomponi- j CJ1 t by the triumvirs to negotiate a treaty with young Pom- 
U6 ' pey : he was well received in all the cities on the road, and 

fupplied both with horfes and provifions : feveral bands of 
foldiers and alTafms met him on his journey, but none of them 
offered to ftop or examine an embaiTador of the triumvirs ; 
fo that he reached Sicily undifcovcrcd. Hirtius, Apuleius, and 
Aruntius killed, with the afiftance of their friends, clients, and 
(laves, the foldiers, who were fent to murder them, and made 
their efcape fword in hand. Ventidlus, not the conful, de- 
ceived the murderers, by pretending to be one of them him- 
felf, and patroling about the country with fome of his friends, 
as in fearch of profefibed perfons. The fenator Coponius was 
laved by his wife at the expence of her virtue, Antony having 
caufed hi3 name to be {truck out of the black lift in regard 
of her compliance with his unlawful demands, after (he had 
been proof for feveral years again ft the offers, carefles, and 

menaces of the lewJ tyrant. Another fenator, being quite 

trrcd 
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tired with concealing himfclf in caves and dens, and fculking 
about the country in continual alarms, returned to Rome in 
thedifguife of a fchool-mafter, opened there a little fchool, and 
kept it as long as the profcription lafted without being, difcover- 
ed, nobody imagining, that a poor pedant could have been of 
iuch fignificancy* as to be rzciked among the profcribed fe- 
nators and knights **. 

Tho' we may perhaps feem to have aj ready dwelt too long on 
fo difagreeable a fubje£i, yet wc muft, before we difmfs it, 
acquaint our readers with the fate of Cicero. The great re- 
putation of that orator, the obligations which all men of 
learning owe to his memory, and the inimitable works he 
has left behind him, require of us a particular account of his 
death, and the moft minute circumftances attending it. He q-j jg . « 
was with his brother Quint us, who was J i Ice wife pro- q\^ q 
fcribed, at his country- houie near < Tufcuium, when the fir ft 
news was brought him of the profcription. He no fooner 
heard it, than he left Tu/cu/um 9 with his brother, taking his 
rout towards jfftura (Cj> or, as fome call it, Stursi, another 
of his country-houfes^ on the fea-fide between the promonto- 
ries of Antium and Circa urn. There they both defigned to rake 
(hipping, and endeavour to join Brutus in Maccdan. They tra- 
velled together each in his litter, opprefled with forrow, and 
often joining their litters on the road to condole each other. 
As they had, in the firft alarm and hurry, forgot to take 
with them the neceflary money to defray the expenses of 
their voyage, it was agreed between them, that C cero mould 
make what hafte he could to. the fea-fide, arid Quint :ts return 
home to provide neceflartes. Thus they embraced each o- 
ther, and parred with reciprocal fears. Quint us returned to 
Rome, and got to his houfe unci ifcovercd, wheie he thought 
himfelf fafe at Jeafl for a fhorr time, fince it had been lately 
fearched by the ministers of the triumvirs. But, as in moLt 



^Apptan. 1. iv. Ve li.. Pa te rcu t , I. ii. Dio I. xlvii. 
Val. Max. 1. vi. c. 8. & 1. ix. c. 11. Suet, in Oclavio. 
Macrob. Saturnal. I. i.e. 11. 



(C) Pliny fpealcs of Jlftura as a river and an ifland (4$) ; and 
Cicero feems to infinuate in one of Jits letters to .itticus 1 46), that 
his houfe was in the ifland. In procefs of time a village was buiic 
in that neighbourhood, and called by the fame name of Jftura % as 
we learn from Serviuj (4.7) . 

(45) Plhi.l. Hi. c. 5. &f 6. (46) Jd Attic. I. xxi. epifi. 

19. (47) Serviuj in JEncid. 7. *v. 801. 
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hpufes there were as many informers as domeftics, his return 
was immediately known, and the hpufe of courfe filled with 
foldiers and afTaflins, who, not being able to find him out, 
put his fon to the torture, in order tp make him declare 
where his father lay concealed. But filial affection was proof 
in the young Raman againft the moft exquifite torments. 
However, the tender youth could not help fighing now and 
then, and groaning in the height of his pain. £>uintus was 
not far off ; and the reader may imagine, though we cannot 
exprefs, how the heart of a tender father muft have been 
affected, in hearing the fighs and groans of a fon dying on 
the rack to fave his life. He could not bear it 5 but quitting 
the place of his concealment ^ he prefented him ft If to tjie aflat- 
fins, begging them with a flood of tears to put him to death, 
and difmifs the innocent child, whofe generous behavi- 
our the triumvirs themfelves, if informed of the fa£fc, would 
judge worthy of the higheft encomiums and rewards. But 
thofe inhuman monfters, without being in the leaft affected, 
with the tears either of the father or the fon, anfwered, that 
they muft both die, the father, becaufe he was profcribcd, and 
the fon, becaufe, in defiance of the decree of the trium- 
virs, he had concealed his father. Then a new conteft of 
tendernefs arofe between the father and the fon, who fliould 
die the firft : but this the afTaflins, deftitute of all fenfe of 
humanity, and no- ways affefted with fuch melting fcenes t 
foon decided by beheading them both at the fame time. Tho' 
Squint us Cicero's life was not perhaps without reproach, hi$ 
death, it muft be owned, was truly glorious ; as for that of 
his fon, it has been, and ever will be, celebrated by the wri- 
ters of all Rations and ages, as an inh^ance of the moft heroic 
affection and filial duty r . 

. BuBf to return to the elder brother : Cicero having reached 
Jftura 'i and by good luck found a veffel there ready to weigh 
anchor, went on board with a defign to pafs over into Mact- 
don and join Brutus. But, either dreading the inconvenien- 
cies of fuch a voyage, or Itill depending on the friendfhip of 
Octavianusi whuin he had all along fupportcd with his credit 
and eloquence, he foon changed his mind, and ordered the 
matter of the fhip to fct him afhore at Circ&um, whence he 
took his rout towards Rome by land. But after he had gone 
about two hundred furlongs, he altered his refolution anew, 
and returned to fca, where he fpent the night in a thoufand 
melancholy and perplexing thoughts. One while he rcfolvcd . 



r Appun. Dio. Plut. Vax-. Max, ibid. Senbca 
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to go privately into QcJavianus's houfe, and there kill him- 
felf upon the altar of his domeftic gods, in order to bring 
upon him the wrath of thofe furies, which were deemed the 
avengers of violated friendfhip. But the fear of being taken 
on the road, and the apprehenQon of the cruel treatment he 
expected, if taken, foon made him drop that refolution. 
Then falling into other thoughts equally perplexing, and 
wavering between tl>e hopes he had in Ottavi^'ius's friend- 
fhip, and the fear of death, he at laft fuffere.<t his domeftics 
to convey him by fea to a country-houfe, which he had in Q oes &y 
the neighbourhoood of Gaieta. Near the place, where he f ea to bU 
was to land, flood a little temple dedicated to Apollo^ from country 
which, it is faid, a flight of crows, coming with great boufeneqr 
noife made towards Cicero's finall veffel, as it was putting Gaieta. 
into port, and perching on the fails and rigging, pecked 
them with a hideous noife ; which was looked upon by all 
as a bad omen. However, Cicero went afhore, and enter- 
ing his houfe, lay down upon his bed to take fome reft. 
The crows followed him, and fluttering about the windows 
of the room where he lay, made a dreadful noife. One 
of them was fo bold as to fly into the chamber, and mak- 
ing to the bed where Cicero was repofing with the cloa hs 
caft over his head, pecked them off by degrees and unco- 
vered hjs face. The example of this creature roufed his indo- 
lent domeftics, who began to reproach each other for neglect- 
ing to fave the life of a man, for whofe prefervation the very 
birds of the air feemed concerned : wherefore, partly by force 
partly by entreaty, they put him again into his litter, and 
carried him towards the fea- fide. They were fcarce gone, ^ 1^ 0 f 
when a band of foldiers under the command of Hcrenniua^ a / 0 /j; ets f n 
centurion, and Popilius Lanas^ a military tribune, came to the f ear ch of 
houfe. Cicero had formerly undertaken the defence of Popilius 7 bi m ^ 
when he was under a profecution for the murder of his own fa- 
ther, and by his triumphing eloquence had got him abfolvcd by 
thofe very judges, who a little before were ready to condemn 
him to a moft cruel death. But the ungrateful wretch, un- 
mindful of former obligations, and wholly intent on currying 
favour with Antony, had promifed to find out Cicero, wherc- 
ever he lay concealed, and bring him his head. He found the 
doors of his houfe (hut, but breaking them open and fearch- 
ing in vain every corner, he threatened to put all the 
flaves in the houfe to the torture, if they did not immediate- 
ly declare where their matter lay concealed. But the faithful 
flaves, without betraying the leaft fear, anfwered with great 

conftancy and resolution, that they knew not where he was. At 

length 
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Js difca- length a young man by name Philologus (D), who had been 
«vercd. llave to Shtintus^ and afterwards enfranchifed by him, and in- 

ftructed by Cicero in the liberal arts and fciences with all the 
tendernefs of a father, di (covered to the tribune, that Cicero's 
domeftics were then carrying him in a litter through the clofe 
and fhady walks to the lea- fide. Upon this information, 
Popilius with fbmc of his men haftened to the place, where 
lie was to come out, while Uerennius with the reft followed 
the litter through the narrow paths. As foon as Cicero per- 
ceived Herennius\ he commanded his fervants to fet down his 
litter and ftroaking, according to his cuftom, his beard with 
his left hand, he put out his head, and looked at the aflafiins 
with great intrepidity. This conftancy, which they did not 

expect from him, his face disfigured and emaciated with cares 
and troubles, his hair and beard neglected and in diforder, C5V. 
fo affe&ed the foldiers who attended Herennius? that they co- 
vered their eyes with their hands, while he cut off his head, 
Hh head anc *> purfuant to Antony's directions, his right hand, with 
and right which he had wrote the Philippics. With thofe trophies of 
band cut their cruelty, Herenniiis and Popilius, haftened back to Rome % 
off, and and laid them before Antony while he was holding an aflembly 
carried to of the people for the electron of new magistrates. The cruel 
Antony, tyrant no fooner beheld them, than he cried out in a tranfport 

of joy, Now let there he an end of all our profcriptipns •> live 
Romans, live in fafety ; you have nothing more to fear. He 
took the head in his hand,' and looked on it a long time with 
great fatisfaftion, fmiling at a fight, which drew tears from 
all who were prefent. After he had fatiated his cruel and re- 
vengeful temper with fo difmal a fpcclracle, he fent, as we 
are told by feveral writers, the head of the orator to his wife 
Fulviay who was naturally more cruel than (he triumvir him- 
felf, and had borne an implacable hatred to Cicero^ ever fincc 
the time of her firft hufband p. Clodius^ who was {[ lin by 
The cruelly Mih. That infernal fury, after having infulted the poor re- 
<7/*ir'ulvia. mains of her enemy with the moft' injurious reproaches, took 

that venerable head in her lap, and drawing out the tnngueof 
thedeceafed, which had utered many bitter invectives againft 
both her hufbands, pierced it feveral times with a golden bod- 

(D) Plutarch feems to queflion what fome authors have wrote 
of the treachery of Philologus ; at leaft he tells ub, that this cir- 
cumftance was unknown to Tyro^ Cicero** emancipated (live, who 
published an account of his life, which in Plutarch's time wns in 
great requeft, but has not reached ours. Appian tells usj that 
Cicero was bet raved and dif.o^ercd by one Cyril lui, who had for- 
merly ferved Clodius t his mortal enemy. 

kin. 
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kin, which me wore in her hair. When Fulvia had fatiated 
her impocenc rage, Antony ordered both the head and the hand 
to be let up on the roflra, where Rome could not without 
horror behold the remains of a man, who had fo often tri- 
umphed in that very place by the force and charms of his elo- 
quence 1 " (E). Thus fell the grcateft orator Italy or any other 
country ever bred ; a man tvbo, as Cafar the dictator ufed His cbd* 
to fay, had obtained a laurel as much above all triumphs , as racier % 
it was more glorious to ex-iend the bounds of the Roman learning 
than thofe of the Roman empire. In his confulate, which was 
truly glorious, he difcovered with wonderful fagacity the moft 
fecret plots of the feditious Catiline, defeated his beft concert- 
ed meafures, and faved, we may fay, Rome from utter de- 
ftiudtion ; whence he was defervedly honoured with the glo- 
rious title of the father of his country. The Roman people, 
no doubt, owed him much ; and he took care to put them 
frequently in rriind of their obligations ; for he ivas quoting 
on all occafonsy in and out of feafon^ the nones of December, 
as M. Brutus obferved in one of his letters to Atticus. He 
loved his country ; but his zeal did not carry him fo far as to 
make him facriflce his private intereft to the public welfare. This 
Brutus, who fincerely loved him but knew his foible, infinuates 
infeveral letters to their common friend Pomponius Jtticus. We 
are too much afraid \ fays he in one of his epiftles, of deaths ba- 
ni/bmentj and poverty. Thefe things appear to Cicero as great 
evils* who , provided he be allowed what he dcfires, provided 
he be ref peeled and praifed* reckons an honourable favery as 
nothing, if honour is compatible with fo great infamy. And 
elfcwhere ; I have no great opinion of thofe fine arts ', of which 

f Veil. Patercul. 1. ii. c. 66. Seneca in fuafor. orat. 7. 
Piut. iii Cic. Dio. 1. xlvii. Appian. 1. iv. Tacit, dialog, 
dc orat. 



(E) We have followed Plutarch* s account ; but other writers 
tell us, chat Cicero's flaves and domeftics, feeing Pofilius and He- 
rennius purfuing their mafter, put themfelves in a pofture of defence, 
and feemed determined to defend his life at the expence of their 
own ; but that Cicero would not allow them to ufe any violence, 
%ing. Let us obey the decrees of deftiny, and avoid /bedding more 
blood than it has plea fed the gods to require. Having thus (poke 

Jo his dpmellica, he encouraged Popilius to advance, and putting 

his head out of the litter, Draw near, veteran, faid he, and/hem 

hi ivbat yoti can do. Ac chefe words the tribune came dole to the 
htter, and with one blow cutoff his head 48). 

(43; Jppia*. I. iv. & VaL Max. 
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Cicero /V fo great a mafter ; for 'what Ufe do we fee him make 
of all he has written concerning the liberty of his country , true 
honour? death? and banifhment ? &c. Plutarch tells us, that 
though Bfutus and his followers both loved and tfufted Cicero? 
yet none of them ever thought of impartingtheif deugn tohirn,- 
becaufethey were determined to admit into the conspiracy fuch 
only as were bold,* brave, and defpifers of death ; whereas Cicero 
Was by nature a coward, and befides become fo wary and 
over-cautious by old age, that he would not have made one 
Hep without the greateft fecurity* which would have blunted 
the edge of their forwardnefs and refolution,- in an affair that 
required all the difpatch imaginable *. But after all,- the in- 
trepidity, with which he offered himfelf to death, ought to 
make us in a manner overlook the timoroufnefs, pufillani- 
mity, and irrefolution, which he betrayed in moft occurred 
ces of his life. He died on the feventh of the ides of De- 
cember? in the fixCy-fourth year of his age,' and was greatly 
lamented by all ranks of men. Antony himfelf made fome 
fort of reparation to his memory ; for, inftead 
ing the perfidious Philalogus? who betrayed his 
benefactor, he delivered him up to Pomponia? the widow of 
Squint us Cicero and filter of Pomponius Atticus* who, after 
having glutted her impotent rage and defire of revenge with 
the mof? exquifite torments cruelty it felf could invent, obliged 
the miferable wretch to cut off his bWn flefh by piece-meal,* 
boil it, and eat it in her prefence. But Tyro? Cicero 9 * freed- 
man, has not fo much as mentioned the treachery of Philolo- 
gus? as we have obferved above out of Plutatch. Oclavianus,' 
who ftiamefully facrificed Cicero to his moft cruel and bitter 
enemy, declared fevcral years after the eftecm he had for 
him : for v.fkiug one day his daughter's fon, and finding htm 
with a book of Cicero 9 s in his hand, the boy for fear endea- 
voured to hide it under his gown j which Oclavianus per- 
ceiving, took it from him, and turning over a great part of 
the book ftandirig, gave it him again, faying, This f - my chiliy 
was a learned man and a lover of his country c . 

While the profcription was ftill raging, and Rdme in the 
utmoft con fie rn it ion in feeing herferf daily deprived of fome 
of her beft citizens, Lepidus took it in his head to triumph, 
on account of fome inconiulerable advantages he had formerly 
gained over the revolted Spaniards*. The decree, empowering 
him to enjoy this honour, was iffued by hrmfelf with the 
confent ami approbation of his two collegues, and began 
thus : To all thofe who Jhall honour our triumph with facrifi- 



* Plut. inBruto. c PtuT. in Gic. 
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res? feajlings y and other demon/} rations of joy? health and good 
fortune ; but to others rnifery and profcription. This decree 
drew greater crouds to his triumph than had ever been feen on 
the like occafion : he was attended by all the nobility of Rome y 
who ilrove to outvie each other in offering facrifices for the 
fafety of Lepidus and his collegues, and in feafting their 
friends and the friends of the triumvirs. L. Munatius Plan- 
(us was likewife decreed a tiiumph for fomething, we know 
not what, he had done in Gaul u . As jt was cuftomary 
for the foldiers to fing, during the triumphal proceilion, 
fatyrical verfes on the victorious generals, the following were 
often repeated on this occafion ; De Germanis? non de Gal/is? duo 
triumphant conjules. The Latin word Germani fignifies 
equally brothers? and, the inhabitants of Germany, fo 
that the verfes might be underftood as importing, either that 
the defigned confuls triumphed over the Germans? or over 
their brothers-? for they had both procured the profcription 
of their brothers, or at lead: confented to it w . 

And now the triumvirs, having glutted their revenge with The cruelty 
the blood of fo many illuftrious citizens, be^an to think of an d aua 
raifing the neccflary fums for the carrying on of the war r,r ' c/< ^' 
againft Brutus and Cajjius. In order to this they publifhed fiumvirj. 
daily new lifts of profcribed perfons, containing the names of 
the richeft citizens in Rome^ whom they caufed, under fcveral 
pretences, to be inhumanly murdered, and then feized on 
their eftates, defrauding the poor widows and orphans of 
their right of inheritance and fucceffion. They burdened 
the people with mod grievous taxes, feized all the gold and 
filver, whether in plate or fpecie, they could lay their hands 
on, and took away by force immenfe fums, bclonginc: both 
to llrangeis and citizens of Rotne, which had been depofited 
in the hands of the veftal virgins. But with all this, not 
being able to make up the fum of two hundred thoufand ta- 
lents, which they judged neceflary to defray the charges of 
the war, they drew upa lift of fourteen hundred of the richeff 
ludies of Rome? mothers, daughters, relations, or any wavs e i'be Ro- 
allied to fueh perfons as they had profcribed, and taxed them man I netted 
all equally, and at an extravagant rate, though moft of the tax fa. 
alliances were very far fetched. Hereupon rhe ladies, after 
having had recourfe in vain to the female relations of the tri- 
umvirs, agreed to go all in a body, and plead th> ir cnule at 
the tribunal ^ of thofe magi ft rates, while they were adminil - 
tcringjuftice in the forum. Accordingly, having made thcii 

u V iip. Gruteu. infeript. p. 297. Sc Appiak. I. iv. p. 6c* . 
w Vell. Patercul. I. ii. c. 67. 
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way through the croud and the numerous guards attending the 
tyrants, they demanded to be heard. The triumvirs, alarm- 
ed at fuch an unufual fight, ordered their guards to difperfe 
them y but this occasioning great murmurs among the peo- 
ple, one of them was at length permitted to fpeak, and the 
perfon the fuppliants chofe for this purpofe was Hortenfia y 
the daughter of the celebrated orator Hortenjius, who ad- 
Horten- drefTed the triumvirs thus : The unhappy women you fee here 
fia'j fpeecb imploring your jufiice and bounty, would never have prefumedto 
to the tri- appear in this place , had they not firji made ufie of all other 
umwrs. means, which their natural modejiy could fuggefi to them. 

Though our appearing here may feem contrary to the rules of 
decency prefcribed to our f ex, which we have hitherto obferved 
with all Jlrictnefs, yet the lofs of our fathers, children, bro- 
thers, and hufbands, may fufficiently excufe us, efpecially when 
their unhappy deaths are made a pretence for our further mis- 
fortunes. You pretend, that they had offended and provoked 
you ; but what injury have the women done, that they mufi be 
impoverijhed ? If they are as blameable as the men, why do you 
not profcribe them too ? Have we declared you enemies to your 
country ? Have we fuborned your foldiers, rai fed troops againjl 
you, or oppofed you in the purfuit of thofe honours and offices 
which you claim ? We pretend not to govern the republic \ 
?ior is it our ambition, which has drawn the prefent misfortune 
on our heads. Empire, dignities, and honours are not for 
us, TVhy Jhauld we contribute to a war, wherein we have no 
manner cf intereji ? 'Tis true indeed, that in the Carthagi- 
nian war our ?ncthers afft/fed the republic, which was at that 
time reduced to' the utmo/l difirefs ; but neither their hou[es y 
their lands, nor their moveables, were fold for that fcrvice \ 
fame rings and a f w jewels furnijhed the Jupply : it was 
not conjiraint and violence that forced it from them ; what they 
contributed was in ti rely owing to their own good will and ge- 
nerous difpofition. IVhat danger at prefent threatens the ci* 
ty ? If the Gauls or Parthians were incamped on the bank 
cf the Tiber, or the Ani>, you Jhonld find us no lefs zealots 
in the defence of our common cou it-ry, than our mothers tuert 
before us. But we ought not, and will not be any ways concern- 
ed in civil wars. JVeither Marius, nor Ca;lar, nor Pompcy, 
cvrr thought of obliging us to take part in the domeff'tc trouUtf 
which their ambition rai fed \ nay, not Sy 11a himj'elf, who frjl 
Jet up tyranny in Rome ; and yet you a/fume the glorious title of 
reformers of the fiate, a title, which will turn to your eternoi 
ignominy, if, without the leajl regard to the laws oj cquity y yw 
perfiyl in your wicked re fed at ion of plundering thojti of their 
ly'lates and fortwus, who have given you no jn/i caufe of offtnc(> 

1 k 
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The triumvirs, provoked at the boldnefs of this fpeech, and 
fearing it might occaiion fome fudden tumult, ordered their 
li&ors to drive away fuch troublefome fuppliants ; but the 
people crying out- againft fuch violence, they adjourned the 
affair to the next day, when, to appeafe the multitude, who 
had openly efpoufed the caufe of the women, they reduced 
their number from one thoufand four hundred to four hundred; 
but at the fame time taxed above a hundred thoufand men, as Many of 
well ftrangers as citizens, without exempting the priefts them- l#d*** 
fclves, obliging them to pay immediately the fiftieth part of exeftt P ie d 
dieir eftates, ana a whole year's revenue. In the levying of/* om 
this tax the foldiers committed fuch unheard-of cruelties, that t71 ^ Je 
the triumvirs were obliged to charge one of the confuls to 
watch them, and punifh the offenders with the utmoft feve- 
rity. But the cowardly magiftrate, fearing to difguft the le- 
gionaries, winked at the diforders committed by them, and 
exerted his authority only againft a few flaves, whom he cauf- 
ed to be crucified for the enormous cruelties they had exer- 
cifed in the difguife of foldiers, op fome of the moft illuftrious 
citizens *. 

And now the triumvirs, having caufed about three hun- 
dred fenators and two thoufand knights to be inhumanly 
malTdcred, and raifed by a thoufand extortions the neceflary 
fums for their eaftern expedition, aflembled at Iaft the few fe- 
nators they had left alive, and, entering the fenate-houfe, de- 
clared, that the profciiption was at an end. Lepidus endea- The pre- 
voured to juftify their paft proceedings, and a flu red the con- fcriptbn at 
icript fathers, that for the future he at leaft fhould give them end. 
no occaiion of complaint. But Octavianns, not yet fatiated 
with fo many butcheries, openly declared, That he ft ill re- 
ferved to him) "elf 'the liberty of ' punt Jh tug the guilty. And in- 
deed Suetonius tells us, that though he was at firft unwilling 
to fign the fatal decree, which doomed fo many citizens to 
die, yet he was the mod cruel and inexorable of the three in ^he cruelty 
the execution of it y . Some of the antient and moft of the °/ ° ctavi " 
modern writers endeavour to clear him from that reproach, 
and lay all the blame upon Antony ; nay, they cry him up 
for one of the moft mild, humane, and moderate princes that 
ever fwayed a fceptre. Hut we meet with too many inftan- 
ces in hiftory, which evidently (hew that cruelty was the na- 
tural bent of his temper. We fhall give only one here, which 
we have omitted in our account of his fhort confulatc, and 
rcfervc the reft for their proper places. The prsetor Qnintus 
Oe/lius had on all occafions afliftcd him to the utmoft of his 
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power, and employed all his intereft in his behalf, when he 
firft ftood for the confulate. Octavianus therefore no fooncr 
obtained that dignity, than he appointed him governor of A~ 
frica, with the title of proconful : but foon after, taking it 
into his head, that the prastor defigncd to murder him, he 
caufed him to be feized by a band of foldiers in his feat of 
jultice, and to be hurried away, without further inquiry, to 
the rack, like the meaneft flave. He confefled nothing, nor 
indeed had any fuch thing ever entered into his thoughts j 
for he had been always greatly attached both tp Co-far and Or- 
tauianus. But neither could his great quality^and high ftation, 
nor his innocence, exempt him from the hands of the execu- 
tioner. The gentle conful condemned him to die, but firft 
caufed the venerable rnagiftrate to be brought before him, 
that he might have the cruel and brutal pleafure of digging out 
his eyes with his own hands ; which he did accordingly, and 
then ordered the executioner, lefs cruel than himfelf, to dif- 
patch him 2 . Is not this fingle inftance an undeniable proof of 
the cruelty of his temper ? 

After the triumvirs had declared, to the inexpreflible joy- 
both of the fenate and people, that the profcription was at an 
. end, they appointed of their own authority, without fo much 
* [ rt ~ as afiembling the people, the confuls for the enfuing year* 
^h^con- Thde were M. Mmilius Lepidus, the triumvir, and Lucius 
<.!/'. Munatius Plancus. After this, as Antony and Octavianus 

tors &c. were wholly intent on their grand expedition into the ealt^ 
Jor Several a gainft Brutus and CaJJius^ they named, rn concert with Lepi- 
yturs. dux, confuls, prsetors, and aediles, for feveral enfuing years, 

chufing for thefe great offices fuch perfons as they all approved 
of, and could fafely rely on. This precaution feemed necef- 
fary, to prevent the people from raifing to thefe dignities, 
during their abfence, men of feditious tempers, or ill-afFe&ed 
to the triumvirate. When they had thus fettled matters in 
the city, Antony and Octavianus firft divided both the money 
and troops, and then fet out, the former for Brundujium, and 
the latter for Rhegium, where the fleets, appointed to tranf- 
port them into the Levant, were ready to take the forces on 
hoard, and put to fea with the firft favourable wind. But, 
he tore we relate the great events which determined the fate 
of the unhappy republic, we mud give a fuccinA account of 
what pa fled in the eaft, from the taking of Laodicea by Cfif m 
fins \ to the arrival of Antony and Octjvianus in Adacedon, 
Caflius re- Coffins, having, by the reduction of Laodicca, made him- 
fol-ufi to fclf matter of all Syria, rcfolvcd in the next place to invade 
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£«ypt ; for Cleopatra had not only declared for the triumvirs* 
but was ready to join them with a powerful fleet ; but as he 
was on his march, he was recalled by Brutus^ who, by let- 
ters after letters, pre/Ted him to come and join him again ft 
the triumvirs, who were making a dreadful havock of their 
friends in Italy, and afiembling forces with a defign to pafs Sue is re- 
over into Macedon. It is not, faid he in one of his letters, to called by 
gain an empire for our' f fives , but to relieve our country, that Brucus. 
we have a [fern bled fucb powerful armies. We ought not fo much 
to think of gaining glory by new conquejls, as of dejlroying thofe 
who have enjlavcd Rome. Let us remember what we haw 
undertaken* and perfevere in our firji intentions. It is high 
time for us to turn our thoughts upon Italy, which now groans 
under the opprejjion of tyrants. Let us make what hafie we 
con thither, and endeavour to relieve our fellow -citizens. As 
Cajjius had a great eftecm and veneration for Brutus* he 
dropt his enterprife upon Lgypt 5 and, committing the go- 
vernment of Syria to hib brother's Ton with one legion, he 
fct out with all the reft to meet him. On his march he 
detatched a body of horfe into Cappadocia* witJi orders to 
put king Ar lobar -z,anes to death, upon an information that he 
had confpired againrt. him, and kept up a private correfpon- 
dence with his enemies. His orders were put in execu- 
tion, and, after the king's death, great funis raifed on his 
fuo jecTts, who were looked upon by Cajjius as difafFe&ed to 
the republican party. As he pa fled by Tarfus* being touch- h touched 
ed with companion on the miferable condition of that unhap- ivttb com" 
py city, he remitted the reft of the heavy tax, which he pafflon on 
had formerly laid cn the inhabitants for Tiding with Dolabella^ the mi ft 
and refuting to fupply with provifions the tioops which Tul- rabie con- 
liui Cimber, one of 'the confpirators, was leading into Syria. ar ~ 
This conduct of the Tarfenfes, after they had entered into an ™ - 
alliance with Caffiut, and even prefented him with a crown CB * 
of gold, fo provoked the republican general, that he con- 
demned them to pay fifteen hundred talents; for the raifing 
of which fum they firft fold the lands belonging to the pub- 
lic, and the ornaments of their temples, afterwards their 
children of both fexes, and at Jaft their women and old men. 
As the money accruing from thefe fules did not amount to 
the fum of fifteen hundred talents, they were at la ft forced 
to fell fume of their young men, who were fit to bear arms; 
but the unhappy wretches, preferring death to fiaver), laid 
violent hands on them fc Ives : which Cajftus no fooner heaid f 
toan lie forgave th -m tl:e reft of the payment, and exempred 
'hetii from all tributes tor the 1 11 Lure. From Turfus he pur- 
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fued his march into AJia to join Brutus a . That general, 
feeing himfelf mafter of all Greece , Macedon, and Illyricum, 
had refolved to pafs over into AJia with the greater part of 
his armv, and was already on his march, when news was 
brought him, that Caius Antonius, whom he had taken prU 
{oner, as we have related above, and treated with the utmoft 
civility, had raifed a fed ition among the troops that were left 
Brutus in Macedon. Hereupon he turned back, quelled the tumult, 
pafes over and having put Caius under clofe confinement in the city of 
into Afia. Apollonia, purfued his march, and pafled over into Afia, 

where he was joined by all the princes of that country, and, 
among the reft, by Dejotarus, king or tetrarch of Galatta, 
though he had refufed to fend any fuccours to CaJJius. While 
Brutus was in Afia, Caius Anton i us, having found means, 
even in his confinement, to debauch many of his foldiers, at- 
tempted to make his efcape ; but the plot being difcovered, 
Antonius was more clofely confined, and the guilty foldiers 
forced to take refuge on a neighbouring hill, where they 
feemed determined to ftand it out, and rather undergo any 
hardfhips, than fubmit to the will of their officers. Here- 
Caius An- upon Caius Clodius, to whofe cuftody Brutus had committed 
tonius put the feditious prifoner, fearing he might raife new difturban- 
to death, ces, and at length make his efcape, put him to death ; but 

whether of his own authority, or by Brutus y s orders, is un- 
certain. Thus Dion Cajfius b. But Plutarch tells us, tbat 
Brutus no fooner heard the news of Cicero 9 s death, than he 
fent orders to Hortenftus to kill Caius Antonius \ and adds, 
that, on this account, Antony, having afterwards taken Hor- 
tenfius in the battle of Philippic flew him on his * brother's 
tomb. However that be, Brutus, fearing the death of Anto- 
nius might occafion difturbances in Macedon^ left AJia y and 
haftened back thither. On his arrival he put himfelf at the 
head of a legion, and marched againft the mutineers, whom 
The great he foon forced to fue for mercy. As Brutus was a man of 
clemency 0/ an extraordinary mild nature, great magnanimity, and in- 
Brutus. fcnfible of the paflions of anger and revenge, he could not 

prevail upon himfelf to put any of the feditious legionaries 
to death, refpecling, as Appian obferves, the character of a 
Roman citizen even in an enemy. His officers prefled him 
to punifli at leaft a fmall number of the mutineers, in order 
to deter others from the like practices. The good-natured 
general feemed to yield to their importunity ; and, having 
ordered a galley to be got ready, caufed the ringleaders of the 
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late tumult to be put on board of it, as if he intended to 
have them thrown into the fea, and drowned ; but, in the 
mean time, he gave private orders to the commander of the 
galley to convey them to fome place of fafety, and there Jeave 
theme. 

Brutus, having thus quieted all disturbances in Macedon, 
haftened back into Afia. It was, as is commonly believed, 
on his march thither, that he coined a new piece of money, 
which was for fome time current in all the eaftern countries. 
On one fide was the head of Brutus, and on the reverfe a pi- 
leus or cap, the badge of liberty, between two poniards, with 
this legend, Eid. Mar. to revive the remembrance of the 
ides of March) which was the laft day of Cafar's life, and 
ufurped empire. Brutus, arriving in Afta, advanced in all Brutus***/ 
hafte to Smyrna, where he had appointed to meet Cajftus, who Caffius 
accordingly came after him. As they had not feen one an- ™ eet at 
other fince they parted at Pireesus, the one for Syria, and mvrna - 
the other for Macedon, we may eafily imagine how great 
their joy was at tneir firft meeting. They had been intimate 
friends long before the death of C&far, were nearly related, 
Cajfius having married Julia the lifter of Brutus, and looked 
upon themfelves as the only protectors of their opprefled 
country. Their joy was doubled, when they compared their 
prefent circumftances with the defpicable condition they were 
both in when they left Italy. Cajftus (hewed all poffible refpe& 
for Brutus, having a great opinion of his virtue, honefty, 
and integrity. On the other hand, Brutus, confidering Caffius 
as the elder man, and of a more weakly conftitution than 
himfelf, defired that their conferences might be held in his 
camp; for their two armies incamped feparately. When they 
came to deliberate about the proper meafures to be taken 
with relation to the great war with which they were threaten- 
ed, Brutus was for tranfporting all their forces over into Ma- 
cedon and Thejfaly, and there making head againft the trium- 
virs, who, in all likelihood, would land their numberlefs 
troops in one of thofe countries ; but CaJJius was of opinion, 
that they fhould firft reduce the Rhodians and Lycians, that 
they might not leave two fuch formidable maritime powers 
unfubdued behind them ; for both thefe nations had refufed 
to pay them any contributions, or to take part in the war, 
under pretence of maintaining a ftrrict neutrality, though it 
was well known, that they had fent fuccours under-hand to 
the triumvirs. As for the numberlefs forces of the enemy, 
their great number, fa id CaJJius, renders them lefs formidable \ 

c^Dio. A p pi an. ibid. 

they 
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they will find a potuerful enemy to contend with in Greece, 
Macedon, or Thcftaly, famine. JVhere will they find pro- 
vifions for fo gre.^t a multitude P Let us therefore turn our 
arms a gain/ 'I their friends the Lycians and Rhodians, and in 
the mean time leave them to fight with want and famine*. 

Jlrfotutions Brutus readily came into the opinion of Cajfius y who was 
t<i*tn at deemed an officer of great experience, and had given extra- 
to f*r inter- ordinary proofs of his condudt after the unhappy battle of 

CarrheSi as we have related in our hiftory of the Parthian**, 
It was therefore agreed, that* before they palled farther well- 
ward, Brutus ihouid march againft the Lycians^ and Cajftus 
fail with his fleet againft the Rhodians ; but as Brutus had 
fpent great funis in equipping a fleet, he defired C^jfius to 
(hare with him the immenfe treafure he had amafled in Jfia, 
This demand was taken ill by the friends of Cajfius > who en- 
deavoured to difluade him fiom complying with the juft re- 
queft of Brutus faying, That it was not reafonable the mo- 
ney which he had faved with fo much par h mo ny, or got 
with fo much cnv> , fhould be difpofed of to inricli Brutui's 
foldiers, and to make him popular. But C^jfius, without 
hearkening to their remonftrances, generoufly gave him a 
third part ot the great treafure he had heaped up ; alter which 
the two generals parted, Cajftus marching againft the Rho- 
dians ^ and Brutus againft the Lycians ». 

As the city of Rhodes was at that time in a very flourifli- 
ing condition, and had a powerful fleet at lea, Caffius, be- 
fore he attempted to make a defcent on the ifland, took care 
to exercife his mariners at Alindus a maritime citv of Carta. 

of 

% 1 le Rho- Thither the Rhodians lent embailadors to him, putting him 
cii.ta- fend in mind of the victories ihey had formerly gamed over De- 
an evthaJTy metritis king of Macedon, over Mithridates the Great % king 
to Oiuus. of Pontus, and many others, and reprcfenting, that their na- 
tion wab not calily to be conquered ; that he might, in to 
dangerous an attempt, lofe, as many others had done, all 
the glory he had hitherto acquired j that they had a numerous 
fleet at fea \ that their naval forces had been alwa\s dreaded 
by all nations, ts'c. As they were going on, Coffins inter- 
rupted them : Since you have fo great an opinion t f your own 
valtw, faid lie, I will foon give you an opportunity of exerting 
it. You hav Jent fuccours to Doiabcila, and unltfs you offijl ms 
in the like manner, neither the numerous feet you have at fea> 
nor the dread of your naval forces * fijall deter me from in- 

d Appian. ibid. p. 626. Liv 1 exxii. ■ Vide Vol X. 

p t;zij. r Plut in Bnito. At- pi an. 1. U\ p 62 J. D10. 

i. xlvii, p. 34.6. 

fading 
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vadir.r ysur iJJand, and laying ftege to your proud capital. 
This an.'wer tenified the wifcr citizens, who were for coin- 
phim: with Ccjjius** demands; but the populace, conceited 
or then own lalour, eppefed all their meafurcs ; and two 
orators, Alexander and Alnojcas, by magnifying the ftrength 
of the nation, the number of their fhips, the experience of 
their mariners, the fortifications of the city and its port, pre- 
vailed upon the multitude to reject all propofals of an accom- They refute 
modation j nay, the people, in an aficmbly which was held tofubtnii. 
at this time fur the electing of new magiftrates, appointed 
Alexander commander in chief of the land forces, and Mna- 
Jcas of the fleet, who immediately began to make the necef- 
f,tiy preparations for war. However, the nobility, who dreaded 
the valour of the Romans , fent a fecond cmbafly to Cajfius, 
employing for that purpofe Archelaus, who had formerly taught 
him the Greek tongue in Rhodes, and for whom the Roman 
had on all occailons (hewed great rcfpetSr. and veneration. Ar- 
ch elaus put him in mind of their antient friend/hip, of the al- 
liance that was frill fubfi fting between the republic of Rhodes 
and that of Rome, and of the education he had received in that 
city. Cajfius anfwered, That if Archelaus had confented to Caflius'x 
the hoflilities of his countrymen againft him, he had by that fpeecb to 

renounced his friendship, and effaced all former obli- '^Rhodi* 
gations ; but if he had advifed them to embrace his interefr, an entv °y m 
and they had rejected his advice, he was determined to be re- 
venged on them for the contempt they had fliewn for him. 
As to their alliance with Rome, he faid, that in virtue of that 
treaty with the republic, they were obliged to aflifl him againft 
thofe who were ufing their utmoft efforts to overturn the re- 
publican government, and introduce arbitrary power in its 
room; that he demanded fuccours of them as prastor and pro- 
confui appointed by the fenate and the moil hone ft part of the 
Roman people, and that, if they refufed to acknowledge him 
in that character, or would not fend him the fuccours he de- 
manded in the name of the fenate and Roman people, he could 
not look upon them otherwife than as enemies to Rome, and 
would treat them as fuch. Archelaus finding Cajfius inflexi- 
ble, and the reafons he alledgcd for making war upon the 
Rhodians unanfwerable, took his leave, and returned to Rhodes^ 
where he found Alexander and Mnafeas ready to put to ft* a 
with a fleet of thirty- three mips of war, and a great number 
of final ler vc fills. Thefe two commanders no fooner heaid 
the Reman general *s final anwer, than they weighed anchor, 
and went in queft of the enemy's fleet, which they met oft'' 
(.'mdos, where they had formerly defeated the navy of Mithri- 
fates the Great. '1 hi*, they looked upon as a good omen, and 
Vol. XIII. X iheiefure 
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therefore immediately attacked the Roman fteet, which was 
commanded by Statins Murcus^ with incredible bravery and 
The Rho r ^°^ utlon ' The fight was long and bloody, on account of 
diansoutfr tne S reat experience of the Rhodian mari tier 1 ?, and the nimble- 
comeina ne ^ s °^ tncn * fhip s > but at length the Rhodiavs were put to 
fea fight. ^ J S nt > 3^ cr having loft a great number of foldiers, as weil as 

mariners, and five of their beft fhips, three whereof were ta- 
ken, and two funk. After this engagement, Coffins? who be- 
held It from a neighbouring mountain, marched his army to 
Loryma^ a maritime city of Caria, fituated over-againfl the 
ifland of Rhodes, and there, without lofs of time, put his for- 
ces on board a great number of tranfports, which he had af- 
fembled before-hand, and ordered them to land in the ifland, 
and fortify themfelves there, while he, with a fleet of eighty 
fhips of war, invefted the city of Rhodes by fea, in hopes of 
ftriking a terror into the inhabitants, and obliging them, with- 
out further bloodfhed, to fubmit, and comply with his de- 
mands. With this view he continued fome days inactive be- 
fore the place; but was greatly furprifed to fee the enemy's 
fleet unexpectedly (ail out of the harbour in good order, and 
offer him battle. In this fecond engagement the Rhodians 
The Rho- were defeated anew, with the lofs of two galleys, and forced 
ians tQ ta k e {belter under the walls of their city, which was im- 
new "and mec *i ate ty invefted both by fea and land, and, after a Abort 
their town ^ ut mo ^ vigorous refiftance, forced to furrender atdifcretion 6 . 
taken. jfppian tells, that fome of the rich citizens, to fave their ef- 

tates, betrayed the city to Cajjius, after he had folcmnly pro- 
mifed not to deftroy it. The inhabitants feeing him matter 
of the place, whether by force or treachery is uncertain, flock- 
ed to him from all quarters, calling him their king and majler. 
But Cajp.us, abhorring thofe titles, / am neither your king nor 
mafter^ fa id he, but the dejtr oyer of a tyrant who would have 
been your king and majier. He then caufed a tribunal to be 
raifed in the market-place, and feating himfelf on it, with a 
fpear planted before him, as it was cuftomary among the Ro- 
man generals, when they had taken a city by ftorm, he ftrft 
forbad his foldiers, upon pain of death, to plunder the houfes, 
Caflius or offer any fort of violence to the inhabitants. He then fum- 
treat i the moned fifty of the citizens before his tribunal* who had been 
Rhodians mod fanguine for war, and pronounced fentence of death 
nvnthfcvg. upon them, which was immediately put in execution. He 
rtt h condemned twenty five more who had made their cfcape to 

perpetual banifhment. Afterwards he commanded all the 
gold and filvcr, whether belonging to the temples, to the pub- 

8 Appian 1. iv. p 627 632. Dio. 1. xlvii. p- 34& 

lie, 



Chap. 15. We Roman tliftory. 163 

}ic, or to private perfons, to be brought to him in a limited 
time, threatening thofe with death who Should conceal any part 
of their wealth, and promifing rewards to fuch as teould dis- 
cover h, v : %. a tenth to perfons of a free condition, and liber- 
ty to flaves. At firft fome concealed their treafures, not think- 
ing he woulJ proceed with to much rigour j but when they 
fuw three or four of the richell citizens die by the hand of the 
public executioner, for having put out of the way part of their 
wealth, they defired chat the time prefixed might be prolonged j 
which being granted, they brought to light what they had hid 
in tombs, wells, and other places, and laid it before Cafjius^ 
who by that meuns raifed, at the expence of private perfons, 
the fum of eight thoufand talents, as we have related more at 
length in the hihrory of Rhodes Cajfius, having thus re- 
duced and pillaged the city of Rhodes, returned to the conti- 
nent, leaving Lucius Icarus with a ftrong garifon on the ifland, 
to exact a fine of five hundred talents more, winch at his de- 
parture he laid on thofe refractory iflanders. On the conti- 
nent, he was informed, that Cleopatra had left Egypt, and was 
failed with a numerous fleet to join Antony and Oclavianus. 
Upon this intelligence he fent Stjtius Murcus with lixtyibips 
of war, and a legion on hoard, to cruize on the coaft of Pe- 
lapotviefus, pillage th.it rich country, and keep near the pro- 
montory of Tanarus, in hopes of meeting there with Cleo- 
patra's fleet ; but the queen's navy was d ii per fed by a violent Cleopa- 
ftorm, and mod of her Chips dalhed to pieces on the coaft of traV fleet 
Africa ; which misfortune obliged her to return home, and d'fperfedby 
lay afide for the prefenc all thoughts of fending any fuccours a ftorm. 
to the triumvirs. CjJJIus, having now. no enemies behind him, 
oegan his march to rejoin Brutus, obliging all the provinces 
of Afta y as he pafled through them, to pay, wkhout the lead 
abatement, ten years taxes 

While Cajjius was thus employed agajnfr. the Rbodians^ 
Brutus was making war in Lycia, agreeable to the fcheme 
concerted between the two republican generals. Before he 
began hoftilities, he fent to the Lycia?js to demand a fupply of 
men and money ; but one Maturate s, a popular man among 
them, perfuaded them not to comply with Brutus's rccjucft, 
and taking upon him the whole management of the war, pott- 
ed feveral bodies of troops on the frontiers, to prevent Brutux 
from entering the country. But the Roman general detached 
a party of horfe againfi them ; which, coming upon them un- 
expectedly, killed fix hundred of them, drove the reft from, 

h Vide Vol. VH. p. 363. 1 ^ppun. & Dio. ibid. S$ 

Vll. Patercul. 1 ii c. 70. 
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Brutus en- their pofts, and opened a paflagc into the country f>r the 
ters Lycia, whole army k . Dion tells us, that the Lycians, who w j re a 
«/>fr £«<z/- brave and warlike people, met Brutus on their frontiers, wi'h 

ing defeat- a |j the forccs of thc j r 

nation, and gave him battle ; hue were 
* *™ ™- overcome by the Romans who made themfclvcs maimers of 

habitants .1 _ , 1 _n .1. :.. 1 _.. . . 1 n .1 .1 

However that be, 
enrei cd their coun- 



iu/jo 0 oT ^ e enem y' s camp, and all their baggage 
nV , °j. P* 0 ' Brutus, after this fir ft fkirmilh or b.utfe, 



ed bim. 



try, and finding no enemy in the field to cruiuiid with, made 
himfelr" matter of all their cities and vilLges, except Xahthui 
(F) their capital, whither the flower of the nation retired, 
with a defi2;n to ttand a fie^e. Brutus, who was of an ex- 



traordinary mild nature, and great magnanimity, being un- 
willing to flied the blood of thofe unhappy wretches, fet ail the 
prifoners he had taken free without ran Tom, hoping to win 
the whole nation by his clemency ; hut the Lycinns, defpifmg 
his humanity and good-nature, would hearken to no terms ; 
fo that Brutus was forced, to his great giief, to lay fiege to the 
place, which, he forefaw, would bring innumerable evils on 
7 be memo- a brave and gallant people. Xanthus was reckoned one of 
ruble Jiege t b e ftrongeft cities of Ajza ; its walls were of an extraordinary 
°fXzn- height and thicknefs, and furrounded with a ditch fifty foot 
* us * deep, and broad in proportion. The inhabitants had cut 

down the woods to a great diftance, defhoyed all the neigh- 
bouring villages, and conveyed away the materials; which ob- 
liged Brutus to fend parties a great way off" to fetch the ne* 
ceflary timber for building his machines, and even the earth 
to fill up the ditch, the country round about being very rockyj 
but notwithftandmg the many difficulties which he had to 
ftruggle with, and which he did not himfelf expect to fur- 
mount in many months, as jfppian tells us, he in a few days 
built his machines, filled up the ditch, and began to batter the 
walls with the ram : fo great was the eagernefs and ardour of 
the foldiery, animated by the example of their general, who 
fharcd with them all the toils and dangers of fo difficult an un* 
dertaking. The befieged made a moft vigorous defci ce, and 
behaved in thcir fallies with unparallelled bravery; but wereal- 

k PLUT. in Bruto. 1 Dio, 1. xlvii. p. 347. 

fF") Xanthus was, according to Straho (49), the metropolis of 
all Lycia. The river, which watered ir, is faid by Stepbemus to 
have borrowed its name from the cicv.and the citv from its founder 
Xanthus, who was according colonic, an Egyptian, according tp 
pthcrs, a native of Crete. 

(-19) Sttabo* /. xiv. p, <)S\. 

ways 
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ways beaten with great lof>, Brutus keeping the half of his 
army night and day under arms. A breach being at 
length made in the wall, the Xantkians began to think of 
making their cfcape ; and accordingly fome of them threw 
thvmnlvcs into the river, which ran through the city, hoping 
to f.ivc thcmfelves by fwimming and diving under water ; 
hut they were taken in nets let down for rhat purpofe, with 
little bells fattened to them, to give prefent notice when any 
ot the unfortunate wretches were intangled in them ; but the 
greater part, defpahing to hold out any longer, refolved 
to make a gencr.d failv, and, forcing their way through the 
enemy's camp, to retire to the neighbouring mountains. 
Brutus? fufpec-ting their cLfign, ordered his men to retire from 
before the gate ; which the Xanthiatis fuppofing to have hap- 
pened through the negligence of the guard, Tallied out in the 
dead of the night ; hut were rcpulfed with great /laughter by 
the Romans who lay in wait for them. The next day about 
noon they made another fally, fet fire to the engines of the 
a'ggrcJIbrsi, and retired in great hafte within their walls. The 
Romans putTued them clofe, and entered the city, t.> the num- 
ber of two thoufand, with the befieged ; but the port-cullis 
falling, either by a ttratagem of the enemy, or by the break- 
ing of the ropes from which it hung, many of the Romans were 
cmflied to pieces, and others fhuc in, without any pofTiblc 
means of retiring, or receiving the leafr afiittance from their 
friends. In this defperate condition they refolved at leaft 
to fell their lives dear, and with this view marched in good 
order through fhowers of darts, which were difcharged ypon 
them from all parts, to a temple dedicated to Sarpedon king 
of Lycia., who was fuppofed to have been killed in the 
Trojan war. There they fortified themfelvcs, and fuftained a 
liege in the very heart of the city. In the mean time, Bru- 
tus and his men exerted their utmoft efrorts to relieve their 
feilow-fuldi ers 5 but all their endeavours were to no cffec~K 
the Xanthians defending it with a bravery and refolution which 
furprifed the Romans thcmfelves. As they could neither 
move nor break down the port-cullis, which was trellifed with 
iron-bars, they endeavoured to fcale the walls, ufing for that 
purpofe not fcaling- ladders, (for the befieged had burnt them, 
together with the wooden towers when they fir It /allied out) 
but long ropes, to which they fattened iron hooks. Thcfe 
they threw upon the walls, ami by that means attempted to 
get over them ; hut the befieged, by pufhing the aggreflors 
Mown with their bucklers, or cutting the ropes with their 
'jvml-i, rendered this attempt: iikewife unlticcefhfuh Whil.; 
vrutus was under the utmolt concern for lib men, who weie, 

to 
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to the number of two thou fond, fhut up in the city, a compa- 
ny oi Oenoandcs fO), who ferved under him and oore an irre- 
m conciie.ible hatred to the Xaizthians^ climbing up a fteep 
j ™ Cif y ta ' rock adjoining to the walls, threw themfelves from thence 

into the city, and opening a poftern to fome Romans who fol- 
lowed them, they went all in a body to one of the chief gates, 
which they broke down, notwithstanding the opposition they 
met with, and let in the reft of the Roman army. But, in 
the mean time, fome ft varies of fire being carried by a violent 
wind from the machines, which burnt wicli great nercenefs, 
to the bat dements, and from thence to the adjoining houfes, 
the flame was in a trice fpread ail over the city, and the con- 
flagration became general. Brutus, fearing the whole city 
fhould be ileftroyuu, ordered his foldiers to lay afideall thoughts 
of i evenge, an J aflilt the inhabitants in quenching the fire; 
but the Xantblansy fcizcrd with a kind of frenzy, which 
Theckfpc- Plutarch calls a violent defire of dying, ftrove to drive away 
rate re/b- the foldiers who came to their aflittance ; nay, they them- 
lut ion of reive?, gathering together reeds, wood and other combufti- 
*£<rXan- si e muter, fprc.d the fire over the whole city, feeding it 
thiam. with what fuel they could get. Brutus, feeing the flame 

i>L/,s.out in a molt frightful manner, and extremely defirous 
of na\ nig an opportunity to (hew his clemency to a gallant 
people, who had fought with (uch bravery in defence of their 
lioerty, mounted on horfeback, and riding round the walls, 
itrctched fu th his hand to the innabitants, begging of them 
that they would fpare their own lives and lave their town. But 
his iiureaties were not regarded ; the Xanthians were im- 
moveably determined not to outlive the lofs of their liberty, 
and therefore rcpulfed with ihowcis of arrows the Romans, 
whom the good-natured general fent to their afiiftance. Some 
of them cut the throats of their wives, their children, and 
Tnftmicts their naves, before the foldicis faces, and then leaped into 
of the fury the flames. Not only the men, but the women, nay, cventhc 
unidefpair children, ran like wild bcafis, on the enemy's fwords, or 
of the te threw themfelves headlong from the top of the walls. Some 
Xmthi- children were fecn offering their throats, or opening their 



am. 



(G ) Oenoandij, nr y as others write it, Ot:neanda y was, according 
to Pliny and Stepbatius^ fuuared on rhe confines of Cahalia y a fnwll 
province ot L\cia It wa* flill in being in the fixth century of the 
chriihan rcra, and h mentioned in the mtitia of the empire of Corf 
fant'inopk, commonly afcribed to the grammarian literacies 'f^e 
inhabitants of this env boi\? an irieconcilc.ible hncred to the 

Xanthiam tlv s ir neighbor-;, and therefore rc.uiily joined Brutus 
again It \\vm. 

breads 
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breads to their fathers fvvorcb, and begeing they woaW take 
away that life which they hid given. How great is the pow- 
er of education ! The Xanthians hid infp : rcd their children, 
from their very infancy, wi r h the m<>ft heroic fenriments 
of liberty, and an utter abhorrence to {Livery and fubjeclion, 
often relating to them, how their forefathers had fuffered 
themfelves to he buried under the ruins of their country, 
rather than fubmit cither to Harpagns^ Cyrus's lieutenant, or 
to Alexander of Macedon, the famous conqueror of /Ifia ; 
for they had in the Perjlan and AJacedonian wars fet fire to 
their city after the fame manner, and destroyed themfelves. 
When the city was almoft wholly reduced to allies, a woman 
was found, who had hanged herfelf with her young child 
fattened to her neck, and the torch in her hand, with which 
ihe had fet fire to her own houfe. When this wis related 
to Brutus^ he burft into tears, and, declining to fee fo tragi- 
cal an obje£t, he proclaimed a reward to any foldier who 
fliould fave a Xanthian- r but with all his care and good-nature 
he could only preferve one hundred and fifty, and thofe 
much again ft their wills «». Appian tells, that only fouie 
flaves were faved, and one hundred and fifty women, who 
wanted hufbands to kill them and adds, that Brutus found 
means to preferve fome of the temples from fo general a con- 
flagration n . 

Fr©M Xanthus Brutus led his army agiinft Patara (H), Brutus en- 
another city of Lycia ; but, being deiirous to fave the place devours 
and the lives of the inhabitants, before he began hoftili'.ies, to gain the 

- ■ - i'atarenfes 



he fen t deputies to them, begging: they would not force him ^ ^ 
to tre.it them as he had don? the XattYianu With the depu- rne f/ JO i St 
ties he fent the few prifoners he had taken at Xantbus^ hoping, 
that they, by giving the Patarenfes an account of thetr 
misfortunes, might deter them from, following their example. 
But all was to nopurpofe ; die inhabitants feemjd determia- 

«« Plut. in Bruto. Ap p i an . 1 . Iv. p. 635 -635. n Appun. 
ibid. 

(H) Patara flood on a peninfula, which Stephanas calls the 
Lycia ft Cher/one tut Livy (<;o) h mourn this city with the title of 
caput g$ntis y the metropolis of the nation In o ir history of L;cia we 
have given an account of this city, and of the furious oracle of 
dpolio, who was fuppol'cd to relide lie iiunth>ac Patara, and as ma- 
ny at De/os. C51). 



(50) Lt<v I. xxxvii. c . 1 v (51 . ViJe $tr>v'um in JEneid. 4 
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ed to (land a fiege, and undergo any miferies, rather than 
fubnvi. I'his g-ive B-ntus great uneaiinefs ; he ftudied all 
means to win them by gentle method^, fearing the fame 
fren^v, which had driven t he Xar.thians to deftrudlicn. 
mi|z'i: feizc them. Not withflanding t lie anfwer they fent him, 
\vh:ri, was, That they chy/e rather to die like brave than 
■purchafc their livrs at the expence of their liberty and refutati- 
on^ the humane general withdrew his troops, and granted 
them the relt of that day to reflect more ferioufiy on their 
pre fent circum usances. In the mean time, to get the better 
of their obftinacy, he fet at liberty fuch of the Xanthians cap- 
tives as were any ways allied to them, fending them into 
the city as a prefent from him to their relations \ but the 
Patarenjes (till continued inflexible. Brutus theietore, find- 
ing he could not gain them by gentle methods, had recourfeto 
feverity, and caufing the Xanthian captives to be brought out 
one by one, he ordered them to be fold to the heft bidder un- 
der the very walls of Patara ; but as this was contrary to the 
bent of his inclination, after a few of thofe unfortunate 
wretches had been fold, he fet the reft at liberty, declaring, 
that he could not find in his heart to reduce brave men to fla- 
very, who h?d fought fo valiantly in defence of their liberty* 
While he was under the grcattft concern imaginable 
for the Patarenfes, whofe obftinacy rendered all the rncafures 
abortive, which his good-nature could fuggefl for their prefer- 
vation, a lucky accident put him at length in the way of tri- 
umphing over their flubborn and inflexible temper. One of 
his parties, in fcouring the country, happened to meet fomeof 
the clrief women of Patara^ whom they took prifoners, and 
carried to Brutus, who immediately difmiiTcd them all with- 
out ranfom. Thefe returning into the city, and there crying 
up the politenefs, jufticc, and temperance of Brutus, pre- 
vailed upon their hufbands and relations, who were all 
leading men, to fubrnit to fo good-natured a general, and 
put the city into his hands. Brutus treated them with 
jzreat humanity, pardoning even thofe who had been to the 
very la ft for {landing a fiege. Plutarch tells us, that the 
Rot/ian gmerjl exadted only an bundled and fifty talents of the 
whole nation, a very incunfiderablc fum, if compared with that 
of eight thouf.md ulenrs, which Cajftus extorted fiom the Rho- 
dicms. sifpian wires, that Brutus, after the example of 
C-iJpuSy oidered the Ptitat'tifts y on pain of death, to bring 
to him ail their gold and iilver, prornifing rewards to fuch as 
mould dileover any hidden treafurcs. Upnn this, a flave, be- 
longing to a lich citizen, in'oimcd ag;iinfl his mailer, ami 
difLOvered to a cuituiion, who was fenc for that purpofc, the 
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place where he had buried the greater! part of his wealth. 
The citizen was immediately feized, and brought, together 
with the treacherous informer, before Brutus. The mother 
of the accufed followed them, declaring with many tears, 
that fhe had hid the treafure without her fon's knowledge, 
and confequently ought to be punifhed. On the other hand, 
the (lave ftood to his firft information, main raining, that his 
mafter, and not his mother, had tranfgreilcd the edi£t. 
Brutus heard both parties with great patience, and being in 
the end convinced, that the accufation of the (lave was chief- 
ly founded on the hatred he bore to his mailer, lie com- 
mended the tcndernefs and .generofity of the mother, reftored 
the whole fum to the fon, and condemned the Have to be 
crucified. This judgment, which was immediately pu Milk- 
ed all over Lycia, gained him the hearts of the inhabitants, 
who came in flocks to him from all quarters, offering him, 
of their own accord, what ready money they had by 
them *. 

And now Brutus , having reduced, more by the. fame of 
hisclemency than by force of arms, all Lycia> left that coun- 
try, and entered Ionia, where he found the famous rheto- 
rician TbeodotitS) who had the moll: contributed to the death 
of Pompey the Great , as we have related in the hiflory of 
Egypt. The unhappy wretch had fled out of Egypt on the 
arrival of Cafar at Alexandria , and ever fince that time 
fculked about in Afia^ wandering from town to town, hated 
and abhorred by ail men. Brutus no (boner heard he was in Theodo- 
hnia 9 than he caufed him to be feized, and facrificcd to the tus /u/ /a 
manes of the illuflxious Roman, who, by his advice, had been death hy 
inhumanly murdered, as he himfelf had the impudence to Brutus'; 
boaft o. This memorable a£t of juftice was greatly applaud- order, 
ed by every honelt Roman 9 and all the princes of /f/iu, who 
had a great veneration for the memory of Pompey. From 
Ionia Brutus marched into Lydia, and flopping at Sardis % the 
metropolis of that country, waited there for Cijfins, who, 
after the reduction of Rhodes, was, by agreement, to rejoin 
him in the neighbourhood of that city. As Cajftu: drew m ar, p rt , r , !S on .( 
Brutus went out to meet him ; and the joy, both of t'.ju ge- (jjflj us 
iierals and armies, was exceeding great on this oceafion. The* tneet at 
foldiery exprefled their fatisfa&ion in feeing each other again turdis. 
with joyful acclamations, and diluted both g nerals with the 
title of imperator. As feveral jealoufies of each other and 
complaints had palTcd between the two genet. d», as fooa as 

* D10, 1. xlvii. p. 347. Apr 1 a n. I. iv. p. 635, 636. 0 Plot. 
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the ufual compliments and civilities were over, they with- 
drew into a private apartment, with a defign to fettle all dif- 
ferences between them, before they entered upon any other 
bufinefs. What was the fubje<St of their debate, we know 
not ; but they difputed with great warmth, reproaching and 
accufing each other with hard words, and at Iaft burftingout 
into tears. Their friends, who flood -without, hearing them 
fo loud and angry, began to be afraid, left their quarrel Ihould 
be attended with dangerous confequences ; but yet they durft 
not interrupt them, having been commanded not to enter 
the room. But, notwithstanding this prohibition, M. Fa- 
vonius, a wild and frantic pretender to virtue, and one who 
valued himfelf more upon a fort of Cynical liberty of fpeak« 
ing what he pleafed, than upon the dignity of a fenator, 
breaking through the attendants who kept the door, entered 
the room, and, without knowing the fubjedt. of the difpute, 
pronounced with a mimical voice this verfe, which Homer 
puts in the mouth of Neftor ; Be ruled, for / am elder than 
you both. This made CaJJtus laugh; but Brutus, offended 
at the impertinent behaviour of the pretended Cynic- thruft 
him out, calling him a dog, in allufion to his feci, and a 
counterfeit philofbpher. This, however, put an end to the 
difpute ; Cajfius provided a fupper that night, and Brutus in- 
vited his friends to it. As they were fitting down, Favonius 
frame in, and took the moft honourable place, though 
Brutus, calling out aloud, told him, That he was not in- 
vited ; but, after all, he diverted the company, and the en- 
tertainment was feafoned both with mirth and learned dif- 
courfes P. 

The next day, Brutus, upon the accufation of the inha- 
bitants of SardtSy publicly condemned and branded with in- 
famy Lucius Jpella, who had been formerly cenfor, and of- 
ten employed by Brutus himfelf in offices of truft, for having 
embezzled the public money. This fen ten ce offended Caf 
fius, who but a few days* before had abfolved in public two of 
his own friends, and continued them in their offices, tho 
accufed of the fame crime, contenting himfelf only with re- 
primanding them in private." He did not conceal his fenti- 
ments on this head from Brutus, whom he accufed in a 
friendly manner of too much rigour and fe verity, when gen- 
tle nefs and favour were more neceffary, and would prove ot 
greater fervice to their caufe. In anfwer to this, Brutus put 
him in mind of the ides of March % the day on which they had 
killed Civfar* who himfelf neither' vexed nor opprefTcd 
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kind, but was the fupport of thofe who did. He delired hini 
to confider, that if jufticc could be neglected under any co- 
lour or pretence, it had been better to have fu fibred the in- 
juftice of Gofer's friends, than to give impunity to their own; 
for then? faid he, uue could have been accufed of cowardice only j 
whereas ?iatu 9 ifzve connive at the inju/Iice of others 9 we make* 
eurfelves liable to the fame accufation? and Jhare ivitb them in\ 
the guilt. From this we may perceive* as Plutarch obferves; 
What was the rule of all Brutus 9 s actions *L 

And now the two republican generals, being matters of 
all the eaftern provinces* from Maceclon to the Euphrates* af- 
ter feveral confutations, refolved to march from Sardis to 
Abydos, and, crofting the Hellefpont 9 advance into Mace- 
</c«againft Antony and OcJavianus* who, notwithftanding the Antony 
opposition they had met with from Statins Afurcus, CaJJius's andOctd- 
admiral, had tranfported their troops, without the lofs of one vianus pafh 
fingle fliip or man, to Dyrrhachium. From thence they de- over int* 
tached Decidius Saxa and Cains Norbanus, with eight legi- Maccden. 
oris, to feize on the ftraights leading from Thrace into Mace- 
ion, in order to prevent Brutus and CaJJius from coming up- 
on them, and ravaging the country, before they had filled 
their magazines, and got together the neceflary provifionc 
for the fupport of their two armies. Brutus and Cajfius y upori 
the firft intelligence of thefe motions, left Sardis? and march- 
ed in all hafte to Abydos? where they had appointed the Zy- 
cian fleet to meet them, and tranfport their forces out of A- 
fia into Europe. It was on this march that Brutus is re- Brutus feei 
ported to have feen a ghoft or (pe<5lre in his tent. This me- a ghoft. 
morable ftory is thus related by Plutarch r , Florus f , and Ap- 
pian 1 : Brutus? being u fed to great moderation in his diet, 
was much given to watching, and allowed but a very 
fnull portion of time for fleep. Plutarch tells tis, that he 
never flept in the day-time, as was cufromary among the Ro+ 
Mitusy and in the night then only when he had difpatched his 
affairs, and when, every one elfe being gone to reft, he had 
no body left to keep him company. At this time the war 
being begun, and he very careful and folicitous about the 
event of it, ufed to lie down for a fliort while juft after flip- 
per, and fpend the reft of the night either in difpatching his 
affairs, or reading till the third watch, when the centurions 
and tribunes ufed to wait on him for their orders. Accord- 
ing to this cuftom, he was one night, before he paflcd out of 
A[xa 9 very late alone in his tent, with a dim light burning by 
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him, there being a general filcnce all over the camp, efpeci- 
ally about his tent. As he was mufing with himfelf and very 
thoughtful, he heard on a fudden an unufual noife at the door 
of his tent, which at the fame time flew open. Brutus, 
calling his eye towards the place whence the noife came, faw 
a terrible and irrange figure of a huge and frightful body com- 
ing towards him without fpeaking j but he undauntedly ad- 
d reded the fpeSre, afking it, TP hat art then ? a god, or a 
man ? or upon what bufnefs dojl thou come to us ? I am, faid 
the ghoft, thy evil genius, Brutus ; thou Jhalt fee me again 
near PhiJippi. Brutus, without betraying the leaft fear, an- 
iVered boldly, Well, 1 will fee thee there ; upon which the 
apparition vanifhed. Brutus immediately called his fervants,* 
who all told him, that they had neither feen nor heard any 
Camas fa- thing. He continued watching the reft of the night, and, as 
tisfies him focn as it was day, went to gi\e an account of what had hap- 
*witb rea- pened to Cajjius ; who, as he had been bred up in the prin- 
fons from ciples of the Epicurean philofophy, afcribed the vifion wholly 
the Epicu- to the weaknefs of his fenfes and the force of imagination, 
lew phi la- which eafilv moves and varies them into all manner of ideas; 
fop by. This he maintained by the example of dreams, where the 

fancy, forming cifTcrent images, afreets the organs of the 
body after the fume manner, as they would be moved 
by outw-td objects. But that there is any fuch thing as 
fpirits cr demons, faid he, let us never believe it, much 
iff s that jpirits can have human Jhape or voice, or any 
power over us ; though I could earnejlly wijh it were fo, 
that we might not only rely on the powerful armies and fleets 
that attend u<, but likewife on the ajfiflance of thofe immortal 
beings, who could not but be favourable to a caujc fo juji and 
I acred as ours is (I). This difcourfe fatisfied Brutus, who 

was 



(() As Coffins had been bred up in the principles of the Epicu- 
rean philofophy, and had often difputed with Brutus concerning 
matters of this nature, he fpokc to him thus, as Plutarch informs 
us : kfc It is ihe opinion of our feet, O Brutus, that all we feel or 
4t fee ib not real and true ; but that our fenics, being apt to re- 
" ccivc a. I (oris of imprefiions, are very treacherous j and the 
*■ imagination, which is more quick and fubtil, moves and varies 
*» i hem lit lu all maimer of ideas, which have no real exigence in 

nature, as icudily as we imprint any form upon wax; fo that 
*♦ it is cafv lor the foul of man, which has in itfelf both that 
** which fonr;, and (hat which is funned, 10 vaiy it into what 
*« fliapc* it p» cafes. This is evident from the fudden changes of 
41 our dreams, in which th* imagination, upon very flight prin- 
** ciples, rrprclcnis to us all forts of paffions of the foul, and ap- 
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was not under the Icaft apprehenfion for himfelf, but very 
felicitous about the fate of his friends and country. Both ge- Brutus 
n era Is purfued their march to Abydos, and, croffing the Hellef- <WCafiius 
pont^ took their rout through Tbrace^ with a defign to diflodge pa/s over 
Sax-a and Norbamis^ who had feized the pafles between that into Eu- 
eountry and Macedon. Plutarch tells us, that, on their rope* 
march, two eagles flew to them, and, lighting upon the two 
foremoft enfigns, continually attended the army, and were 
fed by the foldiers till they came to Philippic where, the day 
before the battle, they difappeared. Upon their arrival in 
Thrace ^ they were joined by Rbafcupolis, a petty king of that 
country, at the nead of three thoufand horfe, and conducted 
by him, as he was well acquainted with the country, through 
by-roads to the place wheie the two generals of the trium- 
virs were encamped with their eight legions. There Brutus 
and CaJJius thought it advilcable, before they attempted to 
force the pafles, which were guarded by fo numerous a body 
of the enemy, to review their forces, offer a folemn facrifice 
for the fuccefs of their arms, and put their foldiers in mind 
of the jii (lice of the caufe in which they were engaged. Ac- Tbey re- 
cordingly both armies palled in review before the two gene- w«« their 

forces* 

44 pearances of things ; for it is the nature of the mind to be in 
44 perpetual motion, and that motion is our imagination and 

thought. But, befides all this, in our cafe the body, being tired 
t4 and worn out with continual labours and cares, naturally works 

upon the mind, and keeps it in fufpence and trouble ; but that 
44 there fhould be any fuch thing as demons, or fpirits, or, if there 
11 were, that they fhould have human (hape, or voice, or power 
44 that can reach us, is altogether improbable ; though, I confefs, 
" I could wilh there were fuch beings, that we might not rely 
44 upon our arms only, and our horfes, and our navy, but might be 
" hice wife confident of the afliftance of the gods in this our moll 
44 facred and honourable attempt (52). " 'Tis true, as CaJJius 
ohferves, that our imagination, when heated, may impofe upon us 
falfe objects, which we fee with the fame certainty as if they were 
real ; but to fay, that there are no fuch beings as fpirits, who can 
appear to us, fpeak to us, and foretel future events, is carrying 
this principle too far. Caffius t after infmuating that the notion of 
fpirits is falfe and groundlcfs, makes it appear that it were to be 
wifhed tli ere were fuch fpirits ; for, in that cafe, they would not 
come to foretel to them unfortunate, but happy events ; an effec- 
tual way of removing Brutus" 's apprehenfiuos ; for, by this way of 
rfafoning, be there Ipirits, or be there not, the phantom winch 
Brutus imagined to lee was falfe, and a mere iliufion of the imagi- 
native faculty uf the mind. 
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rals, and were found to conGft of eighty thoufand foot and 
twenty thoufand horfe, counting Romans and auxiliaries. In 
the next place, a facrifice was offered with the utmoft folem- 
nity, and innumerable vifhrns killed- When this ceremony 
was over, the two generals appeared on a tribunal erected 
for that purpofe j having on their right hand the Roman fe- 
nators and magistrates of their party, and on the left the fo- 
reign Icings and princes who had joined them. Cajfius? who 
was the elder man, took upon him to fpeak, and, after hav- 
ing enlarged on the juftice of their caufe, on the unheard-of 
cruelties committed by the triumvirs in Italy, on the refe- 
rable condition to which Rome was reduced, &c. he conclud- 



jSnddiftri- cc * w * 1 ^ acquainting them, that Brutus and he had agreed to 
lute large g^e immediately two thoufand five hundred drachmas to each 
fumsamong tidier, five thoufand to each centurion, arid double that fum 
the fol- *o each tribune. This cauied an univerfal joy in the army j* 
dieru nothing was heard but (houts of joy and loud acclamations, 

the foldiers and officers Ifcriving to outdo each other in pro- 
teftations of fidelity, and an inviolable attachment to the in- 
tereft of their leaders, which, they laid, was the fame with' 
that of their country. The money was immediately diftri- 
buted, and, beiides, confiderable prefents made to the officers* 
and commanders of the foreign troops; fo that the whole 
army marched with great alacrity towards the plain of Ori- 
cum,- which was bounded towards Macedon by theftraights we 
have mentioned above. N'orbavus^ who was incarnped there*' 
upon the firft notice of 'the enemy's march, difpatched an ex- 
prefs to Decidius, who guarded the coaft of the Meliac gulf, 
entreating him to make what hafte he could to join him. 
The two bodies thus united, ported themfelves fo advantage- 
oufly in the narrow pafles, that it feemed inripolEble to dif- 
lodge them. Hereupon Brutus , being greatly at a lofs 
what to do, advifed with Rhafcupolis? who, as he was by 
birth a Tbracian^ and well acquainted with that country, 
They get told him, that there was another paffage over the mountains? 
beyond the but that they could not go that way in lefs than three days,' 
ftrditiof anc j befides would meet with no water during their march; 
S yj?£ 0, ° n but, if they would take water with them, he engaged to con- 
f 0 g'jr*<* b diuSt them the fourth day to the river A''pe£us y which watf 
tin enemy. ^ Qne (Jay , g marcn from the city of Philippic by ways un- 
known even to the wild beafts. The foldiers took courage, 
provided themfelves with waiter,* and, trufHng entirely to the 
conduct of Rbajcupolis? fet out on their march, Bibulus* 
fon-in-law to Brutus? marching with the Thracian prince in 
the van, and Brutus and Cafftus bringing up the rear. The 

hardfhips they underwent on their rout can hardly be ex- 
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prefled. The fourth day they were ready to fall upon Rhaf- 
cupolis? fufpe&ing him of treachery, when their fcouts, difco- 
vering the river, fignified their joy to the harrafTed troops 
with loud fhouts, which were anfwered by the whole army, 
and heard even in the camp of Norbanus and Scrxa, who }Vbo*ban>- 
thereupon abandoned their poft, and retired in all hafte to don that 
Amphipolis, for fear of being fur rounded. At the fame time poft. 
they difpatched an exprefs to Antony and OcJavianus? ac- 
quainting them, that the enemy had pafTed the ftraights, and 
were advancing towards the frontiers of Alacedon. Hereupon Antony 
Antony , to prevent the enemy from pofie fling themfelves. of arrives 
Amphipolis on the Strymon, which the triumvirs defigned to bis 
make their place of arms, quitted the neighbourhood of Dyr- 
rhathium, and, by long marches, reached Amphipolis. His pj^* 
arrival was fo fudden, and his march fo expeditious, that yL p i 
Brutus and Cajfius could not believe he was come, till they 
faw his van-guard advancing into the plains of Philippic This 
city, famous for the battle which was fought here, and for 
the epiftle which St. Paul afterwards xyrote to its inhabitants, 
belonged, properly fpeaking, to Thrace^ but is placed by moft 
geographers in Macedon^ purfuant to the division which ob- 
tained ever fince the time of Philip the father of Alexander^ 
who, having reduced the country lying between the Strymcn^ 
the antient boundary of Macedon y and the Nejfus or Neftus 
added it to his hereditary kingdom ; whence that tract, was 
ever after looked upon as part of J\zTacedon y and is called in 
the Aels 9 the firft city of that part of Maccdon, that is, of that 
part beyond the Strymon, which was added to antient Ma~ 
cedon u . The city of Philippic fo called from Philip the fa- 
ther of Alexander ^ who fortified it againft the incurfions of 
the Thraciansy was fituated on a rtfing ground, which a- 
bounded with fprings, and had on the north feveral hills co- 
vered with woods, on the fouth a marfh, which reached to 
the Mgean fea, on the eaft the frraights we have mentioned a- 
bove, which fome writers call the irratghts of Topifts 9 others 
theftraights ofSymMon; and on the weft a large plain extend- 
ing as far as the river Strymon. In this plain, at a lmall dif- Brutus and* 
tance from the city, was a riling ground, and there Brutus Caffias poft 
intrenched himfelf, while Cajfius took poileilion of a poft themfelves 
equally advantageous, about three miles from Brutus 9 * camp, ad*uanta- 
and nearer the fea. They drew lines of communication hottiS eou fiy lu 
one camp to the other, and built a Itrong wall, which cover- f " e f ame 
*d the interval between the two intrenchmcnts ; fo that they * ai "' 
could not have wi/hed for a more advantageous fituation, hav- 
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ing the plains of Philippi before them, the Sfrymon and the 
marfhon their left, the ftraights of Tropin's on their right, and 
behind them the tea, by which means they could be ealily 
fupplied with all manner of provifions from Afta and 67<;?7y, 
•which ifland was in the hands of young Po?npey w. 

Antony was informed at Atnphipolis of the advantageous 
fituation of the enemy; but neverthelefs having left in that 
city one legion, tinder the command of Pitwrius he ad- 
vanced boldly into the plain, and incamped in light of 
the republican generals ; but did not attempt any thing 
till the arrival of Otfavianus-, who came up ten days after, 
hiving been detained at Dyrrbachium liy a fit of iicknefs, 
which feized him the fame day he landed there. And now, 
the two molr powerful armies Rome had ever ruifed being in 
fight of each other, the world flood with dread and terror, 
expecting the fuccefs of a general action, which, they fore- 
Taw, would foon enfue, and decide the fate of the Roman 
empire. The army of Brutus and Cajfius confided of nine- 
teen legions, and twenty thoufand horfe, and that of the 
triumvirs of the fame number of legions, but more complete, 
and thirteen thoufand horfe; fo that the forces of both patties 
were pretty equal : but the troops of Brutus far excelled tbofe 
of the triumvirs in the richnels of their apparel and arms, 
■which were for the molt part adorned with gold and ftlver ; 
for though Brutus, in other things, had accuftomed his foldiers 
to ufe all frugality and moderation, yet he thought that the 
riches, which they carried about them in their hands and 
on their bodies, would infpire them with courage, and make 
them more bold in ac-tion to preferve their arms, which were 
in a manner their eflates. 'J 'his was lilcewife the fentiment of 
Cafur* and Srrtorius J\ though Mithridates and other great 
commandet s have been of a difteient opinion. Antony lay in- 
camped oppofite to Cctjjius^ and Brutus to Oftavi a?ius. T he 
hitter did nothing worth relating; - hut A/ifot/v was continually 
harrafling the enemy, in order to draw them to a battle ; for 

T : > trinm- tr ^ um V1 rs * orccs began very foon to be liraightened for want 
^ • of provifions, having only Macedon and Thrace open to them, 
/>,- * fincc Po?/ipr)\ AJurcus^nd Ahenobarbus had, with their feveral 
f'airhten- na vies, t urF all communication v/'uhA/i /V/7, Spain, and Boh. 
rJ t'yr Hut, on the other hand, Brutus and C{/fitts received daily 
nvattt of iupplies from A/:j and Sicily, and had a ma (fed prcat (lores of 
p- o-jiji j/ts . neceffaries in lue neighbouring city of Neapalis, and in the 

illand of Thujui, whence they were conveyed without tlx: 
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Jeaft danger to their refpe&ive camps. Antony indeed at- 
tempted to cut off their communication with the fea, by- 
opening a paflage through the marfb, whirh lay between them 
and the fhore, and completed this great and bold undertaking 
before the enemy had notice of his defign ; but Caffms no 
/boner faw, to his great furprize, cafrles and turrets appear- 
ing among the reeds, than fetting all hands to work, he drew 
a line crofs the marfli, from his camp quite to the fea, and, 
fortifying it with towers and caftles at proper diftanccs, main- 
tained, in fpite of Antony's utmoft efforts, a free and open 
communication with the fea and the cities on the coaft. In 
the mean time, Thrace and Macedon being quite exhaufted, 
the numerous troops of the triumvirs were daily more ftraight- 
ened for want of neceffaries, with which thofe countries could 
no longer fupply them. T his made Antony extremely defir- 
ous of coming to a battle ; which the enemy, well acquainted 
with the fad condition his troops were in, and which, they 
knew, would become every day worfe, carefully avoided. 
Had they continued in this refolution, the triumvirs muft ei- 
ther have marched back to Dyrrhachium? and from thence 
returned to Italy , or attempted to force their ftrong in trench - 
ments, which, in all probability, would have proved fatal to g rutus ; 
them j but Brutus (oon changed his mind, and in a council c j; net j tQ 
of war, which con lifted of all the chief officers of the army, jight y con- 
declared, that he was for putting the whole to the HPue or a f r ary to 
general engagement, that fo he might either reftore Rome to the opinion 
her former liberty, or elfe deliver from their mifcry fo many ^(Jafliua. 
nations, who were harrafled with the expences, troubles, and 
dangers of the war. Caffius, on the other hand, very un- 
willing to put all to the hazard of a battle, inlarged on the 
bad pofture of the enemy's affairs, on their want of provifions, 
on the extremities to which they muft be foon reduced : 1 heir 
forces , faid he, muft moulder away of themj elves : if we can 
but re/train for awhile that wifeafonable ardour which trauf- 
ports us, we fliall fee the enemy fly before us^ and lea ve us in 
foffcjfton of their camp and baggage, without firiking a b/ow. 
But whither can they fly P Macedon tfWThcfTalv are draia- 
ed of provijions ; the leas are befet with mr fleets ; fo that a 
battle is their only refource, which, indeed, as they are fome- 
what fuperior to us in the number of tnev 9 may ret ti eve their 
cjfairs, and deliver them from the mi fa ies of their p*efent 
condition. Brutui yielded to thefe unanfwer.ible reafons, and 
both generals kept elofe in their intrcinJunentb, defpilin^ the 
bravadoes of Antony, wlio advanced every d.vy with his army 
in battalia to the very gates of their camp ; but, in the mean 
time, the undifecrning foldicry began to complain, and al- 

Vol. XIII, Z cribe 
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cribe to cowardice the prudent meafures of their generals $ 
nay, they deferted in troops to the enemy, which, together 
v?«th the advantages the light-horfe of the republican generals 
had gained in feveral flcirmifhes, inclined Brutus again to ven- 
ture an engagement. Caffius ft.il I oppofed it, for the reafons 
we have alledged above (K ) ; but moll of ihe officers, fearing 
jf general a general defertion, changed their opinions to that of Brutus ; 

fo that a general engagement was agreed to by a great majo- 
went a- rity, to which Caffius himfelf yielded at laft, after having fo- 
grcedto by lemnly declared, that he was ftill of a contrary opinion. Be- 

m rf °f the fides Cajius, one of Brutus 9 * friends, byname Atellius? was 
eflceis* p Utt ^ n g Q fp t j ie engagement, and fpinning out the war 

till the next winter. Brutus afked him, IVbat advantage he 
pr ami fed himfelf from fucb a delay ! Jf I gain nothing eife, an- 
fwered Atellius, yet I (hall live jo much the longer. This an- 
swer offended Coffins and all the officers who were prefent ; 
but they all agreed, before the council broke up, to give battle 
the next day. Brutus that night invited his friends to an en- 
tertainment, at which he appeared very chearful and full of 
hope, diverting his gu efts with learned difcourfes till he went 
to reft. Caffius fupped privately with a few of his mod inti- 
friends, and, during the repair, appeared thoughtful and 
filent, contrary to his temper and cuftom. Valerius Mefjala^ 
a young nobleman of great wit and learning who fupped with 
him, relis us, that as Caffius rofe from the tabic, he took him 
by the hand, and prefling it clofe in token of his good- 
will and afVcdlion, Bear wilnefs for me, MelFala, faid he 
to him in Greek, that I am forced? in the fame manner as 

(K) Some writers fay, he was alfo deterred from fighting by the 
following omens ; ac the time of lurtration, one of Caffiuf* officers 
prefenting him wirh a garland, which he was to wear at the facrifice, 
gave it him with the infidc our ward. Some time before, at a cer- 
tain folemn proceilion, the perfon who carried, according to cuftom, 
a golden image of* victory before Caffius, Rumbled, and fell. Many 
birdb of prey appeared daily about the camp, and feveral (warms of 
bees, which were looked upon as a bad oinen, were feen in a place 
within the trencher, which the foothfayers ordered to be flint out 
from the camp, to remove the fuperihtion which began to prevail 
among the tbldiery (44. i. Thcfe pretended prodigies, which a 
man of common fenfc would now defpife, are faid to have terrified 
and confounded Caffius himfelf, in fpite of his Epicurean philofophyi 
which is a plain proof both of human frailty, and of the inefficiency 
of philofophy, as to the Itrengthening our minds againii the leail 
terrors and apprehenfiona. 



f 44) Flat, ibid 
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Pompey the Great tvas before me, to expofe the liberty of 
the Romsn people to the hazard of one battle ; yet zve ought to 
take courage, relying on fortune, zvhich it were unjufl to mif 
trujl, though we have taken bad meafures. Thefe, Mejfala 
fays, were the loft words Cajjius fpoke before he with- 
drew s (L)* 

The next morning by break of day, a fcarlet coat of 
armour, among the Romans tfle fignaJ of battle, was expofed 
on the tents of the two generals, who, while the troops were 
putting themfclves in a readiness to march out of their in- 
trenchmeius, met in the middle fpace between the two camps. 
Cajfius, defirous to know what Brutus intended to do in cafe IVbat paf- 
fortune Ihould prove their enemy, addre/fed him at their firft fed in the 
meeting thus : "The gods grants O Brutus, that we may now interview 
overcome our enemies , and pafs the reft of our days together in between 
repofe and pro/per i ty \ but fence the greatejf of human con- Brutus 
cerns are the mofe uncertain, and fence it will be very difficult Cafliu s be- 
for us to fee one another again , if the fuccefs of the battle ^ re . 
Jhould not anfwer our expectation, tell me, zvhat are you cle- *' 
ter mined to do, to fave yourfelf by flighty or to die? Brutus 
anfwered, lVhen I was young, Cafiius, and unfkilful in af- 
fairs, I condemned Cato for layi?jg violent hands on himfelf, 
thinking it irreligious in it/elf, and unworthy of a man to quit 
the poji in which providence has placed him, and not to take anal 



z Plut. in Bruto. App 1 ant. I. iv. p. 652, 653. 

. {D Plutarch tells us, That, in taking his leave, he invited him 
to f up with him the next night, being his birth day. The ambiguous 

manner in which the Greek writer exprefTes himfelf, leaves it a 
doubt, whether Cajfius invited Mejfala, or Mejfala Cajjius ; whe- 
ther it was the birth day of Cajfius \ or of MsJJ'ala. Mad. Dacier 
has made choice of the latter conftruclion ; for Cajfius, fays fhe, 
penfive and gloomy as he was, muft have been but little difpofed 
to make an invitation for the next night. It mull: therefore have 
been Mejfala who did it on account of his birth-day, as the cuftom 
Was among friends on the like occafion. But this learned lady 
feems here to have forgot what (he muft have read in /Ippian, who 
tells us in exprefs terms, that Cafiius vuas killed on the very day he 
nvasbont ( 4«j) j fo that it was the birth day of Cajfius, and not of 
Mejfala. Neither was Gnjfius Co gloomy and penfive as Mad. Da- 
cier imagines ; he was only grieved to fee himfelf obliged to hazard 
a battle, when he thought himfelf Aire of victory without running 
any rifques. 

(45) jfppian. I. iv. p. 6c£. 
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hear patiently -whatever the gods are pleafed to fend him. But 
my prefent fttuation has made me alter my opinion ; fo that if pro- 
vidence /hull not difpofe what we now undertake according to our 
VJi/hes y I um rejoined to make no further attempts nor prepara- 
tion^ for wir but to die contented with my fortune \ for I fa- 
crificed my life to the fervice of my country on the ides ^March, 
in recompencc for which J have ever Jince lived with liberty and 
honour a . At thefe words Cajjtks fmiled, and tenderly em- 
bracing him, With thefe noble fentiments, faid he, let us ad- 
vance boldly againft the enemy - y for either we ourf elves fhall con- 
quer , or have no cauje 'to fear thoje who do. After this they con-*- 
lulced wjth their friends about the order of battle. Brutus 
defi red of Cajft us, that he might command the right wing; 
which was readily granted him, tho* it was thought a poft 
more fit for Cafftus^ in regard both of his age and expe- 
rience ; nay, Cajftus placed Meffala in the fame wing, at the 
Brutus'/ ^ eiUi of k' s bed legions, ordering him to aflift and fupport 
letter to Erntus. While the tribunes and centurions were drawing up 
Amcus their men, Brutus retired for a few minutes into his tent, 
be/ore the and wrote a letter to his friend Atticus, telling him. That his 
battle. a/fairs tvere in the be ft flate he could wi/h ; for that either he 

Jhould overcome, and rejlore liberty to the people of Rome, 
or die, and be him/elf free from Jlavery. In the fame letter 
he blamed the conduct of Antony ^ who, when he might have 
been ranked among the Bruti, the Caflii, and the Catos, had 
joined Oc5tavianus, adding, that if they were not both defeat- 
ed it: the enfuing battle, they would foon fall out and quarrel 
with one another ^\ which happened accordingly, as we fhall 
fee in the fcquel of this hiftory. 

The two republican generals, having drawn up their men 
in battalia, marched out of their intrenchments, and advan- 
ced in good order into the plain, where the army of the tri- 
Octavia- umvirs waited for them in battle-array. Antony commanded 
nus retires the right wing, z.r\d Odlavianus the left; but the latter with- 
before the drew juft before the charge was given, upon a dream, which 
buttle. n j s phyHcian, by name Artorius, had the preceding night. 

He dreamt that he faw a vifion, which diredted O&avianus 
to he removed out of the camp. The vifion was immediate- 
ly obeyed, and he conveyed away very feafonably. Thi* 
UtUavianus himfelf tells us in his memoirs quoted hy Plutarch, 
which Dion feems not to have confulted, fince he writes, that 
Otflavianm was in the a£lion, but, like a ficic perfon, with- 
out his armour, not being yet recovered from his former in- 

2 Pl vt, ibid. Appian. 1. iv. p. 653, 655. Dio. t. xlvii. 
^ Pl i> t. ibid. 
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difpofuion- Brutus, before he began the charge, fent to all 
the commanders tickets with the parole or word of battle, 
which, according to forne, was liber ty, according to others, 
Apollo , and rid through the ranks, exhorting his foldiers to 
behave with their ufual bravery. They were fo animated by 
his fpeech, that few of them had patience to Hay for the word Brutus'/ 
of command to charge ; but, before it could be given, rufli- uncharge 
ed with loud fhouts upon the enemy. This caufed a great rztl/ - J0Ut 
confufion in the army, the legions being feat te ret! and fepa- 
rated from one another. Meffala, at the head of his legions, 
inflead of attacking the enemy in front, took a compafs about, 
and having put fome of the ranks in Otlavianus's rear in dif- 
order, and killed a fmall number of his men, fell upon his vrfeat the 
camp, and entering it fword in hand, made a dreadful havoc k ****** \ 
( of thofe he found there, and cut off among the reft two thou- an^/e^xe 
fand Lacedamonians, who were newly come to the aHiftance their camt 
okOctavianus. He himfelf had but jufl before been conveyed 
away, upon the perfuafion of Artorius, as we have related 
above; but the foldiers pierced the litter, in which he ufed 
to be carried on account of his indifpofition, in many places 
with their darts and pikes; whence a report was fprcad, and 
for foine time believed, that he was flain. In the mean time, 
Brutus, charging the enemy in front, eafily put them to 
flight, as they were in great confternation for the lofs of their 
camp, cut three whole legions in pieces on the fpot, and pur- 
fued the fugitives with great (laughter, the plain being, to a 
great diftance, ftrewed with dead bodies. Thus was the 
enemy's left wing intirely defeated by the brave Brutus, who, 
nOctavianus was no-where to be found, began to believe, 
that the republic was delivered from the worft of her tyrants. 
He was confirmed in this belief by fume of his foldiers, who 
prefenting themfelves to him, told him, that they had killed 
Qctavianus, fhewed him their fwords all bloody, and de- 
ferred his age and perfonc. But the coward was fafe enough, ^ Je co ~ 
cither in Antony's camp, or lurking in the mire of the neigh- ™ ar « te * *f 
houring maifh d . Brutus took a great many of the enemy's nu C s taVia " 
enfigns, and three eagles. 

Brutus, by engaging too far in the purfuit, left the wing, 
which Cajfius commanded, naked and feparated from the reft 
of the army. Hereupon Antony, who well knew how to take 
advantage of this overflght, charged the enemy in front, and 
at the fame lime detached fome legions with orders to crofs 

c Idem ibid. Fr.on. I. 4. c. 7. Vel. Pat. I. ii. c. 70. 
* Suet, in Octav. Pmn. I. vii. c. 4^. 
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the mar(h, and fall upon their flank which was left open and 
unguarded. The firft fhock. was terrible ; /fntony y accord- 
ing to fume writers, retired into the marfh to avoid the fury 
of it, an J did not appear again till the enemy began to give 
ground. Be that as ic will, both parties fought with an unparal- 
leied bravery and refolurion. « Antony's men, notwithftand- 
ing their utmofr efforts, could make no impreflion upon Caf- 
Jim's front j but, in the mean time, the detached legions, 
having opened a pafTage through the marfh, fell unexpedtedly 
upon the enemy's flank, and, after a long and vigorous re- 
Tbe left finance, put them to the rout. The run-aways fled to their 
wing row- camp, whither the triumvir's men purfued them, and, find- 
mandedby ing it ill-guarded, made them (elves eaiily matters of it. This 
Caflius de- occafioned fo general a coniternation in the reft of the army, 
feated % tend who were ftill maintaining their ground in the plain with 
bis camp great intrepidity, that firft the cavalry, and afterwards the 
taken, f oot began to make their efcape, and fly towards the fea. Caf- 

Jius on this occalion did all that could be expected from a man 
of courage. He returned feveral times to the charge at the 
head of his guards and a few men he could rally, and match- 
ing an enfign out of the hand of the ftandard- hearer, who fled, 
carried it himfelf ; but being no longer able to keep together 
even his prxtorian band or guards, he was forced to retire 
with a fmall number of attendants to a rifing ground near 

the city of Phitippi *. 

In* the mean time, Brutus y believing he had gained a com- 
plete victory, was leading back his troops, loaded with the 
plunder of Octavianus y s camp, when calling his eyes upon 
that of Cajfius 9 he was furprifed that he could not fpy any 
tents (landing there, not even the general's, which ufed to 
appear at a great diftance above the refl. Some who were 
about him, and had a more quick and difcerning fight, ac- 
quainted him, that they diflinguiflied a great many arms Alin- 
ing about his tent, and filver targets moving to and fro, which* 
they thought, could not belong to thofe who had been left to 
guard the camp. On the other fide, there did not appear fo 
Brutus many dead bodies about the place, as would have been after 
marches to me j e f eat Q f f 0 many legions. However, Brutus, fufpefting 
the afiift- CaJJtus's misfortune, left a fufficient guard in the enemy's 
Gfl* camp, called back his troops from the pui fuit, and marched 

' w ith all poflible expedition to the relief of his collegue, who, 
from the top of the hill, whither he had retired, difcovcrcd 
nothing, as he was fhort-fightcd, except the deftru&ion of 
his camp, and even that in "a confuted manner; but thofe 

• Plu t . ibid. 

who 
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who were with him, acquainted him, that they faw a great 
body of horfe moving towards him. As Cojfius knew nothing 
of the victory and march of Brut us , he took them to be a 
party of the enemy fent in purfuit of him. However, he or- 
dered out Tiiinius^ one of his moft intimate friends, to get 
more certain intelligence. As foon as Brutus's horfe faw 
him, thofe who were his more familiar acquaintance, fhout- 
ing for joy, and alighting from their horfes, faluted and em- 
braced him, while the reft who knew him to be one of Caf- 
Jius's chief favourites, rid round him, as it were in triumph, 
alking him, PVbat news of his general ? CaJJius obferving this, 
and believing the horfemen, who difmounted to embrace 77- 
tinius y had taken him prifoner, cried out, Alas I to preferve 
the remains of a miferable life, I have expo fed my bejl friend 
to he taken by the enemy before my face. Having thus fpoke, Caflius'je 
he retired into a cent with Pindarus, one of his frecd-men, death. 
whom he had referved for fuch an occafion ever fince the un- 
happy battle of Carrha?. We have no good account of what 
paired there ; but Caffius's head was found lying fevered from 
his body, and Pindarus never appeared afterwards, whence 
fome fufpe&ed he had killed his matter without his com- 
mand e . Livy f and Plutarch g , in the life of C<sfar y tell 
us, that Caffius difpatched hirnfelf with the fame dagger with 
which he had killed Casfar ; but all other hiftorians, nay, 
Plutarch hirnfelf in the lives of Brutus and Antony, agree 
in the circumftances of his death, which we have related. 
A few minutes after Caffius^ death, his attendants perceived 
who the horfemen were, and faw Tltinius, crowned with 
garlands in token of Brutus's victory, making what haftc he 
could towards them with the cavalry : but their joy was foon 
turned into the deepeft melancholy and affliction. Titinius 
efpecially was inconfolable, when he was informed of the un- 
fortunate miftake arid death of his general. He burft into 
tears, and crying out, My long fay has hem the occa/ion of 
his deaths he drew his fword and killed hirnfelf upon the body 
of his friend. Brutus, upon the iirft advice of the de- 
feat of Caffius, fl ew to his afliftancc ; but heard nothing of 
his death till he came near his camp. Then fhedding many Brucus\* 
tears over his body, he called him the la/l of the Romans, concern 
meaning thereby, that Rome would never produce another/"** 
man equal to him. He caufedjiis body to be privately con- eIo S ium 
vcyed to the iiland of Tbafus, left the celebrating of his JS£*' Caf " 

1 Idem ibid. App i am. p. 655;. Ve ll. "aterc. J. vii. c. 
j* 0 - Bio. 1. xl vii. p. 354.. Val Max. I. vi. c. 8. * Liv. 
'•cxxiv. * Pi.ut. in Cttf. prope fincni. 
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funeral within the camp might difliearten the troops, and oc- 
cafion fome di (order. He then aflembled the loldiers of the 
deceafed general, comforted them, and, to make them a- 
mends for the lofTes they had fu (rained, promifed to each 
man two thoufand drachmas. Cajfius was generally ef teemed 
one of the beft commanders of his age, and had given figna] 
rafter* proofs of an extraordinary courage and confunimate know* 

leJge of the military art, in Craffus's unhappy expedition 
againft the Pavtbians. He was to the very lair, againft en- 
gaging the triumvirs, and would, in all probability, if he had 
Jived, brought over Brutus to his opinion ; which could not 
but prove fatal to the enemy, who were already reduced to 
great ftraights for want of provifions, and muft in a fhort 
time have inevitably perifhed with famine. The good opi- 
nion which Brutus entertained of his henefty and virtue, and 
the elogium, with which he honoured him after his death, 
are a fufficient confutation of the many ill-natured reflecti- 
ons, with which the mercenary flatterers of the Cafars 
have endeavoured to blacken his reputation, and afperfe his 
memory. It was indeed commonly faid, as Plutarch in- 
forms us, that Brutus hated the tyrannical poiver^ and CaiB- 
us only the tyrant , on account of fome private grudge (M) ; 

but 

(M) Cajfius pretended to have received many injuries from O- 
far. Among the reft he complained of his having taken fome li- 
ons from him ; for when Cajfius was defigned for aedile, he had 
caufed many lions to be taken, and conducted to Megara, in order 
to make ufe of them in the fhows, which, in virtue of his office, 
he was to exhibit to the people. But Co: far finding them in Me- 
gara, when that city was taken by Fhfius Calesius, one of his lieu- 
tenants, after the defeat of Pompev, feized them for himfelf This, 
fome writers fay, was what chiefly ftirred up Cajfius againft Ctfar \ 
bur Plutarch clears him, from this imputation, as we have obferv- 
ed in the text. Cajfius bore a private grudge to Cefar on ano- 
ther account : he and Brutus ilood both for the pr<etura urhana % 
or the practorfhip of the city ; and Cajar is laid to have given 
privately each of the competitors hopes of his favouring their 
pretenfions, with a view to foment fome I mall differences that had ari- 
fen between them on other accounts. When they came to lay their 
cla ; ms before Cscfar, Brutus had only the reputation of hia honour and 
virtue to oppole to the many gallant actions, which Cajfius had 
performed in his youth againft tne Partbians. However, the dic- 
tator, having heard both parties, faid, in deliberating about the 
matter among his friends, Cafllus indeed pleads with tmft jujhee \ 
but Brutus niuji have the fir ft prattorfhrp. Accordingly the pro: cop 
fhip of the city was given to Brutus, and another to Cajfius ; but 

the gaining of this did not fo much oblige him, as he was in- 

cenfed 



he gives us the following inftance : when he was hut a 
v- and went to the fame ichool v* ith Favjius the fori of Sylla, 
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but that writer, though no friend to Cafftus (N), clears him 
from this ch-.rgc, and tells us, that fr-im his iniancy lie boie 
an irrcconcilcablc hutied co the whole race of tjiants, where- 
of 

hearing him one day bragging of the unlimited power of his 
father, he rofe up, and gave him two or three boxes on the 
ear. The relations of Fauftus complained of thi^ affront to 
Pompey y who thereupon fummoned the two boys to appear 
before him ; but young Caffius was fo far from yielding to 
the remonlt ranees of Pompey y or giving any futisfaction to 
Fau/fus, that he threatened to flnke him again, even in 
pompey's prefence, if he dared to utter the woids which 
had provoked him. He was fomewhat inclined to covetouf- 
nefs, naturally pailionate, and commanded rather by fear than 
love. But who is without faults ? CaJJius in the main meant 
well, and would, in all likelihood, if he had lived a little 
longer, faved his country from utter ruin. 

Brutus? now the fole commander of two numerous ar- The two 
mics, thought it advifcable to withdraw his troops from the armies re- 
camp of OttavlanuSi which he had taken. Antony likewife, turn to 

when informed of the total overthrow of his collegue, aban- their for- 
mer pa/Is. 

cenfed for the lofs of the other (4.6). CaJJius , who was of a 
harm and paffionate temper, was, no doubt, fired againlt C<efar 
on account of thefc private injuries, which, it \< not improbable, 
contributed in fome degree to the refolution he afterwards took ; 
but what chiefly prompted him to it was, as Plutarch himfejf owns, 
his natural rancour and hatred againll the whole race of ty- 
rants 47). 

(N) Plutarch was highly prejudiced again ft Ca/fius, as mufr. e- 
vidently appear to every impartial reader, who perufes his works. 
This prejudice was probably owing to die feverity with which 
the republican geneial ufed the RhuJiam t a Greek nation. Caf- 
fius hawing taken Rhodes, fays Plutarch, behaved bimfelf there 

tvith great cruelty But with his leave, wc cannot look upon 
the punilhment of fifty mutiniers as an inflance of cruelty. As 
he took the city by florm, he might, after the example of 
other Raman generals, put all the inhabitants whom he found in 
arms to the fword, but he contented himfelf with punifhing fifty 
of the ringleaders. As for the wealth of the inhabitants, it be- 
longed to him by right of war ; but, as Plutarch was a Greek, the 
love of his country has, on fevcral occafion*, got the better ol 
his philofophy ; a proof that no man, however philosophical, can 
boail an iiuire exemption from prejudices. 
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doned Cafftus's camp, which he did not think bimfelf in a 
condition to defend againft the victorious troops of Brutus ; 
fo that both armies returned to their former pofts. Brutus 
was under the utmolr. concern for the lufs of Cajfius, having 
no cemmander of reputation to put in his room. On the o- 
ther hand, the triumvirs, not yet inU^rmed of rli*- deaiii of 
Cajfius^ were quite out of heart, having loft a hove fixreen 
thoufand of their beft legionaries : whereas on the enemy's 
fide there were not flain eight thoufand men, reckoning e- 
ven the futlers and fervants of the army. Befides, provifi- 
ons were become very fcarce in their camp, without any 
poffible means of receiving new fupplies, either by fea or 
land. Thefe melancholy reflections had almoft reduced them 
to defpair, when a fervant of CaJJius^ by name Demetrius, 
coming in the evening to Antony, gave him an account of 
the tragical end of Cafftus^ and at the fame time delivered to 
him the garment, which he had taken from his matter's dead 
Antony bocfy, and his (Word (till bloody. Antony^ overjoyed at this 
and O&a- news, immediately imparted it to his collegue ; and they both 
vhnus, agreed to draw out their men next morning by day-break, 
-upon the to try whether they could bring Brutus to a battle, before 
of his men recovered themfelves from the terror and confterna- 
the death tion, which, they were well apprifed, the defeat and death of 
o/Xaffius, Caffius muft have occafioned j but Brutus having his own camp 
endeavour fjj] ec j w | m prifoners, who required a numerous guard, and 

a^-a^uBni ^ n ^ tn o tnat or * CaJJius in great diforder, the foldicrs, who 
tug to a ^ "had been defeated, burning with a fecret envy and indigna- 

cond bat- t ' on a S a ' nu ^ tn °fe who had conquered, kept clofe in his in- 

trenchments, and defpifed the enemy's bravadoes. As his 
troops, elated with their late victory, fhewed a great eager- 
nefs to venture a fecond engagement, he afiembled the foidi- 
ers of both armies, and, after having commended their va- 
lour, and (lightly reproved his own men for falling upon the 
enemy in diforder, without waiting either for the word, or 
the command of their general, he inlarged on the deplorable 
ftate to v/hich the enemy was reduced, and affured them* 
that if they could but reftrain their ardor for a while, they 
would have the pleafure of feeing the armies of Antony and 
OSiavlonus either perifh with famine, or* by a ihainefu! 
flight, abandon Greece and Macedon. But to hazard a ft- 
cofid battle, faid he, is to put our J elves in the power oj for-' 
tune^ when tUe are Jure of victory by continuing inactive tn 
our camp. After this he caufed a thoufand drachmas to be 
given to each foldier of both camps, and difmi'fled them 
highly fatisficd with the generofity of their leader, to whofe 

orders they promifedan intire obedience and fubm.iiIzon> whe- 

• - thcr 
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ther he thought proper to engage the enemy, or continue in 
a itate or* inaction 11 , 

Itf the mean time, provifions growing daily more fcarce in 
the enemy's Camp, Antony and Qftavianus 7 finding they 
could not bring Brutus to a battle, were greatly at a lot's 
what meafures Co take. All their dependence was on a fleet 
which they expected hourly from Italy, having on board great 
ftore of provisions, two legions of veterans, one of which 
was that of Alars^ a prcetorian cohort, and a considerable 
body of cavalry ; but while they were comforting themfelves 
with the hopes of the fpeedy arrival of this powerful fuppiy, 
news was brought them, that their fleet, under the com- 
mand of Cneius Domltius Calvinus, had been intirely defeat- The trium- 
ed, and moft of their (hips, with the foldiers on board, C\- *virs fleet 
thcr funk or taken by Cneius Dtndtius Ahenobarbus and Lu- deft my ed 
cius Statins Adurcus, the two admirals of the adverfe party, h & ru ~ 
Some of their (hips \11deed found means to fave themfelves tu . i> s 
among the rocks of the Adriatic fed; but being there blocked mirq 
up by the enemy, both the foldiers and mariners, alter hav- 
ing confumed all their provifions, v. er 2 forced by famine to 
feej upon the fails and tackle of their fhips, which they boil- 
ed with the pitch and greafe thry had prepared lor the ca- 
reening of their vefTels. This victory was gained by the ad- 
mirals of the republic the fame day in which the battle of 
Pbitippi was fought ; and the news of fo great an over- 
throw, which foon reached the triumvirs, to dilbeartened 
them, that they now began to look upon their affairs as 
quite defperate, being not only ftraitened for want of ne- 
ccflaries, but without any profpcdl or pofixble means of pro- 
curing new fupplies. Befides, as they were incamped in a The bad 
low ground, furrounded with marflies, and a great quantity fituation of 

battle., 

pers began to reign in both armies, and daily carry off great/"""'- 
numbers of men. On the other hand Brutus had furncicnt 
provifions to fupport his army for a long time, was very ad- 
vantageoufly potted, his camp being fafe from the injuries 
of the weather, and inacccflible to the enemy ; and, as he 
was abfolute mailer of the fea, he could receive whatever 
he flood in need of from Afia, Africa * Sicily, and Spain. 
The triumvirs, finding themfelves in this defperate condition, 
left nothing unattempted which could provoke Brutus's men, 
ami make them mutiny againft their general for declining 
j»n engagement. They drew out their troops day after 



rain, as it ufually happens in autumn, had fallen after the the triutn- 
tle, which filled their tents with mire and water, diftem- rvirs a f" 



k Put. in Bruto. Appian. p. 656. Diq. p. 355. 

A a 2 dajr. 



1 88 The Roman Hifiory. Book III. 

day, and marched in battle-array up to the very gates of the 
enemy's camp ; but Brutus ', who knew that their boldnefs 
and courage proceeded from defpair, kept within his in- 
trench men ts, not doubting, but he fhould fuon fee them 
moulder away, and, by a fliamvful flight, abandon both Greece 
and Macedon to the mercy of his troops. The triumvirs, 
finding they could by no means bring Brutus to a battle, 
detached two legions to tjke poffeflion of a nfing ground, 
which tho' clole to CaJ/ius^s camp, Brutus hud thought 
proper to abandon after the late battle. About fix hundred 
paces from thence, towards the fca, they potted ten legions, 
and two more at a fmall diltancc from them, with a defign to 
cut off the communication between the enemy's army and 
fleets. On the other hand, Brutus caufed feveral works to 
be carried on from his camp quite to the fhorc, and by that 
means kept, in fpite of all the enemy's efforts, a free com- 
munication with the fea ; but as feveral fkirmifhes happened 
between- the foldiers of the oppofue parties, who covered their 
workmen, in which Brutus's men had all the advantage, they 
Brutus^ were fo elated with this fuccefs, that they began to mutiny, 
troops be- antI » aflemhling in crouds, afk their general, IVhat cozvar- 
gin to ma- tiice be had lately obferved in them, that they muji be thus y 
tiny % and like prtf oners, kept within tbeir intrenchmcnts, and not Jujfered 
demand to to make ufe of their arms, and ex*rt that courage, which had 
be led out but a few days before proved Jo fatal to the enemy, who now 
agai?ifi the Infulted them? Brutus endeavoured to fatisfy them, and reftrain 
enemy. their unfeafonable ardor, by reprefenting to them the defpe- 

rate pofture of the enemy's affairs, and the happy fituation of 
their own ; but all to no purpofe, tho' the triumvirs forces 
were reduced to the utmoft extremity, and a confidcrable 
body of German troops, to avoid ftarving in their camp, 
had deferted, and given the mutiniers a full account of the 
miferies, which the want of provifions occafioned in the ene- 
my's army ; yet, by an unaccountable obftinacy and perverfe- 
nc'fs, they (till perfiiled in demanding to be led out againft the 
enemy, whom they defired to conquer not by famine, but 
v.ilour ; nay, becaufe the prudent general refufed to comply 
with their 'rcqueft, feveral Romans, as well as auxiliaries, 
abandoned him, and went over to the enemy. Among the 
hitter were Jlmyntas* commander in chief of the GeilattaM 
lent by the old km-; De'rt<*rn< , sit id Kba/iupo/is, who had 
proved fo fervieeabie u Bu:ttts and Cajpus on their march 
through Thrace. Some writers indeed lay, that Rbajcupo.n 
did not ioin the cnemv, hut ic turned home with the troop* 
he com:;.a;i-> !. Ke that it w.ll, thK defertioii gave Bru- 

/.vf '.cat co:u^n, which w\.* ..lucafed hv the d holders that 
c ' happened 
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happened daily in Cajfius's camp, whofe foldiers, become 
headftxong and intractable fmce the death of their general, 
refufed to obey the officer whom Brutus had put in his room. 
In thefe circumflances Brutus yielded at Jaft to the impoitu- 
icy of his foldiers, and refo] ved to put an end to his own ,JjJ^ ot ^ e 
ares and thofc of the Roman world, by a general and deci-*'* ' 
five action ; which, all the ancients tell us, he would ntVGr „ t } 0 y 
have done, had he been informed of the late advantage gained j Q m er y 0 
by his fleet ; but of that important victory he received no 
intelligence till twenty days after, that is, till the very 
evening before the fight. This fome writers afcribe to the 
negligence, others to the treachery, of his officers, but Plu- 
tarch to providence, which, as the Ifate of Rome, fays he, 
now necefiarily required a monarchy, prevented Brutus from 
receiving; notice of his good fuccefs, that it might remove 
the only man who was able to refill: the pcrfon whom deftiny 
had appointed to be the foJe governor of the Roman ftate (O). 
However that be, the evening before the battle, when it was 
too Iare for Brutus to alter his meafures, one Cams Clodius^ 
a deferter from the enemy, came to acquaint the republican 
general, that the triumvirs had received advice of the lofs of 
their fleet, and for that reafon were in fuch hafte to 
come to a battle. But the intelligence he brought met 
with no credit 5 nay, Brutus would not fo much as admit 
him to his prefencj, taking it for granted, that he had in- 
vented the news to pleafe him, and bring himftlf into fa- 
vour l . 

1 Plut. ibid. 



(C) For the empire, fays Mad. Daeicr v was no longer able to 
fupport itfelf. It was necefTary for it to come under the dominion 
of a fingle perfon. So long as chere werefo many competitors on 
foot, fo many pretenders either to the empire or the royalty, that 
competition would have been an inexhauftible fource of civil war and 
diflenfion ; and nothing was more incompatible with monarchy 
than Brutus % Brutus therefore was to be removed. All this, adds 
this learned writer, ftrongly proves the truth of Plato* $ fentiments, 
who maintains , that of all governments monarchy is the molt per- 
fect ; but then the monarch mud govern according co law. So far 
we agree with Mad. Dacier. But is it to be left to the monarch, 
to govern, or not govern, by law, as he thinks fit ? Js he to 
have nothing but his own will and inclination to rcltrain him ? Is 
mankind co depend for fecurity and happinefs upon uncertain in- 
clinations ? This furely is wide of the opinion of fo wife a philo- 
sopher as Plato, who, iu preferring monarchy to all other go- 

v *rnm2nts f could not mean by monarchy a power without con- 
'.roul. 

And 
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And now Brutus, determined to put the whole to the 
iflUe of a general adtion, found himfelf obliged to ufe vio- 
lence to his good-nature, and take a precaution, which, tho* 
necelTary, may feem not altogether free from the reproach 
of cruelty. He had taken in the late hattle a great number 
of prifoners, partly flaves and partly freemen, who required 
a numerous guard, which he could not well fpare. As An- 
tony therefore and Oclavianus had ordered all their prifoners, 
Brutus/>«/j without diftin&ion, to be inhumanly mafTucred, Brutus, ha- 
tke captive v j n g rea f on t0 fufpecl: that the flaves he had taken were tan> 
flf ves to pering with his foldiers, commanded them all to be flain. 
^ '^ ^ Though theydefcrved to die, and their death was but a kind 
thc'Trci- °^ retanat * on upon the enemy, yet the flatterers of the Ctcfars 
mcnatlh h ave * great partiality and injuftice, made long defcants 

berty. 011 tn * s P re tended a& of cruelty, without taking notice of 

his clemency towards the freemen and Roman cit/zens. Of 
thefc he openly difmuTed great numbers, telling them, That 
with the enemy they were captives and flaves , but with him 
freemen and citizens of Rome. Others he concealed himfelf, 
and helped to efcape privately, perceiving that fome of his, 
commanders and friends were implacably bent upon their 
Volumni- deltrudlion. Among the captives was one Volumnius a mi- 
U5«»ySac- niic, and Sacculio a buffoon, who, by their unfeafonabie jefts, 
cuiio, tnAjo Q f which Brutus took no manner of notice, provoked fome 

°^ cn ' e * offers of his army. Thefe brought them be- 
+ rs P J fore their general, and accufed them of not being able, even 

in their prcfent fituation, to refrain from their abufive jells 
and fcurrilous language. Brutus, having his mind taken up 
with other affairs, returned no anfwer to the accufation 5 but 
Meffala Corvinus was of opinion, that they fliould be whipt 
publicly upon a fcaffold, and, after that ignominious punifh- 
ment, be fent back naked to Antony and Oclavianus, which, 
he thought, would reflecl; no fmall difhonour on thofe two 
generals, who were not afhamed to chufe fuch fcoundrels for 
their bottle-companions. At this fome who were prefent 
laughed ; but Pubtius Cafca, who gave the firft wound to 
Qerfar, It does not become us, faid he with a ferious air, to be 
thus merry after the iofs of Caflius. And as for you, O Bru- 
tus, you will Jhezu what refpeSl you bear to the memory of your 
fellow -cojnmander, by pun ijhing or pardoning thofe who cannot 
forbear ft offing and f pea king abufively of him. Why then, 
Cafca, replied Brutus, do you tell me of this, and not do 
yeurfelf what you think proper ? This anfwer was taken 
.<i*J*ntto "f° r confunc lo the death of thofe unhappy wretches, 
death, who were accordingly carried away and (lain*. 



* Plvt. ibid. 
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Brutus i having got rid of moft of his prifoners, aflembled Brutus^ra- 
his foldiers the day before the battle, and, in order to rouze rnifes his 
their courage, promifed thern the pillage of Thejfalonica and folders (he 
Lace-dcemon^ two cities which had flded with the triumvirs, fpotloftwa 
This, in tiie opinion of Plutarch, is the only inexcufeable fault Greek ft- 
which Brutus was ever guilty of; for, if in the end Antquy * te$m 
and Oftavianusi fays that writer, were much more cruel in 
the rewards they gave their foldiers after victory ; .if they 
drove out aim oft all the antient inhabitants of Italy y to put 
their foldiers in polF flion of their lands and cities \ it is well 
know", that their only defign and end in undertaking the war 
was, to obtain dominion and empire : but the great opinion 
the world had conceived of Brutus on account of his virtue, 
would not allow him either to conquer the enemy, or fave 
himfelf, but by means truly juft and honourable, efpecially 
after the death of Cactus, who was generally accufed of put- 
ting Brutus upon feveral actions, not entirely agreeable to his 
mild anil generous temper. But after all, Plutarch enter- 
tained Co g.eat an opinion of Brutus*s virtue, good-nature, 
and integrity, that he could not prevail upon hnnfelf to be- 
lieve, that he made this proiiiife of this own motion ; but 
thinks he was in a manner oveed to it by his officers, ac- 
cording to whofe ad v ire he both did and ftid many things, 
contrary to the bent of his own inclination, efpecially in 
whatever he thought mi^ht conduce to the bringing of Cajfius" 1 ^ 
foldiers into better order, who were become bold and infolcnt 
in the camp after the deaLh of their general, but in the field 
cowardly and fearful* remembering, that they had fuffered 
themfclves to be fhamefully overcome 

rutus, having encouraged his men with promifes of ample 
rewards after the victory, and made the ncceflary preparations 
for the next day's engagement, retired late in the night to his 
tent, when the fpedixe, which had promifed to meet him at The fpefi>-4 
Philippic is faid to have appeared to him again, in the appears a- 
fame fbape as it had done before, but -to have vanifhed gain ta 
in an initant, without one fmgle word being uttered on either Urmus. 
fide ; but Publ'ms Volumnius, a man given to the Mu'dy of 
philolbphy, who was then in Brutus* & ca/np, and wrote an ac- 
count of feveral other prodigK-s, which he fuppnfcd to have 
happened before this great battL-(P^, makes no mention of this 

appu- 

1 Idem, ibid. 

(P) The firft ftandard, that is, the ftandard belonging to the firft 
legion, was covered with a fwarm of beea. A kind of fwcat, in 

the 
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apparition «. Be that as it will, Brutus, without taking the 
leaft notice of this or any other prodigies, drew out his men 
the next morning, with a firm refolution of reftoring liberty 
to his country, or dying in the attempt. He chofe his ground 
like an able general, forming his lines at a fmall diftance from 
his camp, that he might have a fafe retreat, in cafe of any 
misfortune. Then riding through the ranks, Fellow-fa Id iers, 
Brutus* j faid he, you have defired to engage the enemy in the open field, 
fpeechtobii when you might have gained a complete viclory, by continu- 
fold'ters be- i n g inactive within your intrenchments ; but this kind of vic- 
fore the tor y you defpifed, as not honourable enough for men of your bra- 
battle. ver y . y QU are y or purchafing glory at the expence of your blood. 

It is therefore now incumbent upon you to fummon all that bold- 
nejs y with which you demanded battle, to maintain the honour 
of your firft victory , and to anfioer the trujl which I have re- 
fofed in your valour. Whether Rome is to enjoy an uninter- 
rupted happinefs and liberty, or be condemned to eternal flave- 
ry and endlefs calamities, this day will decide. As for Anto- 
ny and Oclavianusy they could fcarce believe their own eyes, 
when they firft obferved a coat of arms, the ufual fignal of 
battle, cxpofed on Brutus's tent. Overjoyed at this unex- 
pected refolution, they ordered their men to prepare for bat- 
tle ; but did not quit their intrenchments before three in the 
afternoon, when they marched out like famimed lions, as 
Jppian exprefles it, againft their prey. Their generals, the 
* more to encourage them, promifed to each foldier five hun- 

dred drachmas after the victory, painting to them at the fame 
time in mod lively colours the inexprefiible miferies and ca- 
lamities, which they muft unavoidably endure, if overcome. 
You have but two things to chufe, faid they, to conquer or 
perijh by the moji miferable of all deaths, famine. Having 

m Plut. in Brut. & Caif. prope finem. Appian. 1. iv. 
p. 668. 

the nature of oil, and having the fmcll of rofes, iflucd from the 
arm of a centurion, which, tho* often wiped and dried, yet con- 
tinued fweating. The firft man, whom Brutufs troops mot at the 
opening the gate of the camp to march into the plain, was an 
^Ethiopian, or negro, whom they cut in pieces, interpreting that 
circumltance as an unlucky omen. When the two armies were 
advanced within reach of each other, two eagles, appearing in tne 
nir, fought in the fpace between the armies, the foldiers on botn 
fides beins fiient and intent on the fight, till that, which W 



was on 



the fide of Brutus, yielded and fled t<fc. 
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thus 




Chap. 15. Roman Uijtory. 1 93 

thus fpoke, they ordered their men to advance with a How 
pace again ft the enemy, who kept their ground ready to 
receive them. When the two armies were in prefence of 
each other, Brutus had the mortification to fee a brave 
knicht, bv name Cumulatus*, whom he highly efteemed for 
his \aiuur, abandon his poft, and, riding clofe by him, go 
over to the enemy. Hereupon Brutus , fearing others might The fecbnA 
foilow the example of the treacherous knight, caufed the battle of 
fignal of battle to be given immediately, and charged the Philippi. 
enemy's left wing, commanded by Oftavianus, with fuch 
intrepidity, vigor, and refolution, that all gave way before 
him. As Qdiavtanus*s cavalry was put into the utmoft dif- p rtltU!? j e 
order at the very fir ft onfet, Brutus's horfe broke in among the A ats the 
enemy'b foot, and made a mo ft dreadful havock of the legion- enem f s 
arics. But while the brave Brutus was thus fignalifmg him- Jeft'tvht*. 
felt in the light wing, his left, commanded by the lieutenants 
of Callus? men no- ways equal to that charge, was hr-d pref- 
fed by \tntmy. Cajjius's cavalry immediately gave way, But bis 
leaving the flank of the wing, in which they were ported, left is Je- 
naked and unguarded. Hereupon the foot, fearing to be in- Jeated by 
com pa/Ted, widened their ranks to the right and left, that they -Antony, 
might make head every way ; but as this weakened them, 
they were at the firft onfet broken and difordered by the 
clofe battalions of slntony. The plain was in an inflant co- 
vered with the runaways fcattered up and down, fome of 
them making towards the camp, others flying to the fea- 
fide, but molt of them repairing to the right wing to take 
fiielter among the victorious troops of Brutus, jtntony did 
notpuifue the fugitives ; but, like an experienced general, 
marched direclly againft Brutus, and fell upon his rear with 
incredible fury. That brave commander performed on this 
occafion all that could be expected from an expert general 
and valiant foldier, giving proofs in the greateft danger of 
a courage and conduct, which well deferved to be crowned 
with victory \ but Ci/Jfius's troops, which were overthrown pf r fc c fr oc _ 
in the left wing, crouding in among his ranks, mid carrying ca fions the 
with them, ivhere-ever they came, defpair and confufion, defeat of 
tinned the fcale in favour of the enemy, after Brutus had, the iubo/e 
for a lung time, maintained his ground, with unparallelled bra- army. 
very, agiiidtall the forces of their united armies. His lines 
were at length broke and put into difordcr, notwithflanding 
«'di h-: could do to rally them. He attempted fevcral times HrutusV 
10 biij'.sT them hack 10 the charge; but i.ll his endeavours^''';" *" 
proved imfuccefnul, Cijpus\ men, who were terrified with bMl9M% 
'heir own defeat, communicating their fear to the red* of the 
armv\ Brians ltood his ground with the few men he couM 

Vol, X i 1 1. • 1J \y nm ; 
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rally ; but, being furrouna'ed on all fides and overpowered by 
the numerous forces of Antony and Odfavianus, was in im- 
minent danger of being either cut in pieces, or falling alive 
into the hands of his moft inveterate enemies. And on this 
occaiion it was, that moft of Brutus* s beft officers were Idl- 
ed in endeavouring to fave their general, who, with their 
afiiftance, breaking: through the enemy's battalions that fur- 
rounded them, withdrew, when abandoned by his men, from 
the field of battle* Among the few who attended him was 
one Lucilius L.ucinus, an intimate friend of his, who obferv- 
ing a b<;dy of Thracian ho. fe, under the command of Rbafcus, 
the brother of Rhafcupolis , talcing no notice of any other in 
the purfuit, but making directly towards Brutus , refolved to 
flop them, and fave the life of his general, at the hazard of 
7 be eon his own. Accordingly, without acquainting Brutus with his 
trvvanceof <j e fjrr 11? he halted, till the Thracians came up and furrounded 
.Lucilius him. Then he cried out that he was Brutus, and, begging 
u fa ve quarter, deli red they would carry him to Antony, pretending 
ISrutus. ^ e f earc( j Oftavlanus, but durft truft him. The Tbra- 

ciar.s, ovei joyed with their prey, and thinking themfelves 
wonderfuih happy, immediately detached fome of their own 
hody to acquaint Antony with their good fortune ; and in the 
mean time giving over the purfuit, returned to the field of 
battle with their rwifoner. The report being fpread in an in- 
flant all over the army, that Brutus was taken, and that the 
'Thracians were bringing him alive to A'ttony^ both foldiers 
and officers flocked together from all parts to fee him. Some 
pitied his misfortune, others accufed him of a meannefs unbe- 
coming his former glory, for fuffcring himfclf, out of too 
much love of life, to be a prey to barbarians. As for Anto- 
ny, he was not a little concerned at this adventure, being 
quite at a lofs in what manner he mould receive, and how 
he IhoukJ treat, his illuftrious captive : but he was foon deli- 
vered fiom his uneaftnefs ; for as the Thracians drew near, 
he knew the prifoncr, who had patted himfelf upon the 77;ra- 
eians for Brutus, and now addrefling the triumvir with a 
generous confidence ; Be ajfured Antony, laid he, that no ene- 
my ciihtr has, or ever Jhalt take Marcus Brutus alive. Forbid ityt 
gods, that fortune foould ever prevail fo much above vtrtue ! But 
let him be found dead or alivc>he zuill certainly be found infucba 
fiute as is zuortby of him. As for tne, I have delivered my f elf up H 
fave him, .jr.d am now ready to fujfer whatever torments you think 
proper to tujtift upon me, without demanding or expecting an} 
quarter, Antony^ wonderfully taken with the fidelity, vir- 
tue, and "cnerofity of Luc Hi us, Lurried to the Thracians^ 

now feixliblc of, and inraged at. their difappointmcnt, 

° addreffa* 
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addrcfied them thus : / perceive, my fellow-foldiers, that you 
are concerned, and full of rrfentment, for having been thus 
impofed upon by Lucilius but be affured^ that yeu have met 
with a booty better than that which you J ought for ; you were 
in jearch of an enemy, and have brought me a friend. I was 
truly at a I of 5 how I foould have ufed Brurus, if you had 
brought him to me alive ; but of this J am fure, that it is 
better to have fuch a man as Lucilius our friend than our 
enemy. Having thus fpoke, he embraced Lucilius, and com- 
mended him to the care of one of his friends. Such a ge- 
nerous behaviour won the heart of Lucilius, who ever after 
continued inviolably attached to the intercfr of his friend and 
benefactor * After this, both Antony and Octavianus march- 
ed with their victorious legions in purfuit of the enemy's 
broken and difperftd forces, making a dreadful flaughter of 
the fugitives, and frrewing the whole plain with dead bo- 
dies. Some of Erutus's officers, not caring to outlive the 
liberty of their country, would neither fly nor give ground ; 
but died ("word in hand in the pofts afligned them. Among 
thefe were Marcus, the fon or the great Cato ; Z,. Cajfius, 
nephew to the deceafed general ; C . Flavius x one of Bru- 
tus 's beft friends ; Marcus, the fon of Lucullus who con- 
quered Mithri dates the great ; Demetrius, Apollonides , and 
feveral other commanders of great diftindtion. ' Young Cato j; je ^v;.. 
diftinguifhed himfelf on this occafion in a very eminent man- om death 
ner ; for after the body he commanded was put to the rout, of young 
he returned fevcral times to the chaige with the few forces he Cato. 
could rally, overthrew all who oppofed him, and declaring 
who he was, and often repeating his father's mme, fell at 
laft upon a heap of dead bodies of the enemy, whom he fa- 
crificed to the manes of his father and the expiring republic. 
Such a behaviour was very furprifmg in a man of young Ca- 
Ws character ; for, degenerating from the virtue of his fa- 
ther, he had, to that time, Jed an idle, indolent, and de- 
bauched life ; but the glory he acquired by his death hris 

recommended him to posterity, as a worthy fon of fo great a, 
father 

As for Brutus, the contrivance of Lucilius gave him an op- prhat hap- 
portunity of pafiing a little brook, encomputfed with rock^, and to 
fliaded with trees. Being there overtaken by the nijju, he Bn.tu^ nf- 
flopped in a holiow place at the foot of a great rock, being /// /' ? .'o?s 
attended with a final) number of his friends and * fliccrs. of the bat* 
There, lifting up his eyes to heaven, he icpcited two Grrck '1*. 
verfes, one of which Volumnius, who attended l.im, forgot, but 

* Plut. ibid. n Plut. ibid. St in Catone. 

■ 
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remembered the other, which was the following out of the 

Medea of Euripides ; Puni/J) y great Jove, the author of theje 

ills-, by which it was thought he meant /fntony, who remem- 
bered and repeated it, when, alter the battle or sfeTmm, he 
was reduced to the necefTity of laying violent hands on himfelf. 
Afterwards Brutus named fevera'dy all his mends, who had 
been /lain in the battle befo:e his face, an- 1 fetched a deep 
figh, especially at the mentioning of Flavins and Labcs, where- 
of one was his lieutenan:, and t!ae other mailer of his work- 
men. In the mean time, one of his followers, who Was ve- 
ry thirfty, and law Brutus in the fame condition, ran to the 
brooic, and brought him fome w iter in his helmet. WniJe 
he was drtnkinz, a noife bcirvj; heard from the other fide of 
the rivulet, Voiumnius, talcm^ Dardanus, Brutus' s ar.Tnur- 
bcarer with him, went out to difcover what had occafimied ::. 
They both returned Coon after; but fin din-* no water a(kd 

•what was become of it ; It h all drank, replied Brutus fail- 
ing , but you Jh.ilL havs fome more fetched itn/ndLitely. Bat h?, 
who had brought the fir ft: water, being fent again, narrowly 
efcaped falling into the enemy's hands, by whom he was dan- 
geroufly wounded. Brutus* undcrrtanding by this that he 
was inveftel, exhorted thofe who were with Iiirn to make 
fome attempt to get to their camp before day-light ; for he 
conjectured, that he had not loll many of his men, and tkt 
thofe who had efcaped had taken refuge there. Stutilius un- 
dertook to pifs through the enemy, and go by himfelf to the 
camp, promifmg, if "it was not taken, to h >lci up a lighted 
torch for a iignal, and return inniudiitely. Sta: Hi us gat k:e 
to the camp, and held up the torch, which gave Brutus fome 
hopes of rcnievins his affairs. Hj waited a long time for the 
return of Stiitilins, laying, //" Scatilius be al!v* 9 be will come 
back\ but he was il liu'on his return by the enemy. At length 
Brutus, tired with waiting, and day now beginning to d-iwn, 
whifpered foinething in the ear to one of his dome.'cics, oy 
name Clyius* who rcturnei him no ar.fwcr, but burft inio 
tears. Hereupon Brutus, talcing alide Dard'mus his armaur- 
bearer, liad fo.ne dilcourfe witn him in private, and after- 
wards adilrefled himfelf to Volumnius m Greek, conjuring him, 
by their common ftudies as id antient frieiulfhip, to draw his 
fword and put an end t., his life. Vonmnius* and alter hull 
fcveral others, anfwjred him only with their tears. Une 
of them, to divert Brutus fioin the thoughts ot laving 
violent hands on himfelf, (carting up, There is nofhiyn-i 
any longer , faid he ; we muft all fy. Tes , anfwered brutus, 
we mujl Hi indeed, not with our feet, but ujith our ban**- 

Then talcing each of them by die hand, told them with . 
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chearful countenance, That it tons an infinite fatisfaclion to ff;s lajl 
him to fi*td, that none of his frietj\ had proved fa Ije to him ; word* to 
il.\.t he did not complain r,f fori u>.e for bis own y but for his his fiends. 
£su i. j 's Jake ; ih..t as fir hi ufeif he thought he was much 
nrrc 'naV'<: 1 7#./v th:fe who had co tqucvd^ not only in regard 
of whiit cf « ■ ;*;ijJliU but even in hi s prcjeit condition , fince he 
jbou.'J f •]•*}' that repusati .n, w 'sicb always follows virtue, and 
ii'h'ch tyrairvj and inju/iice could never drfetve ( Q_}« Hav- 
ing thus fpoke, lie ^eicL-ciu^J his friends to provide for heir 
own fafetv, telling the.n, That he hoped A 'stony an J Oclaui- 
anus, fatiofled with his death, would pu 1 fue their revenge no 
farther. lie then withdrew, with two or three only of his 
peculiar friends. Amon^ .thefe was an Epirole, by name 
Strata, wiJ) whom he had contracted an acquaintance when 
thev fhi.Iied rhetoric" c rich -r. To hi n Brutus had recourfe, 
conjuiin;; him, by their antienr friendfhip, to give him the 
laft proof or his affection, by performing that friendly office 
which the others had declined. As Strata could not :>v any 
means he prevailed upon to imbrue his hands in the blood of 
his frien I, Brutus called one of his flaves ; and then the 
fii'hfu] Epirote, crying out, Forbid, ye gods, it Jhould ever be 
[aid, that Brucus died by the hand of a flave for want of a 
friend, covered his eyes with his left arm, and prefented the 
point of his fword to Brutus, who threw himfelf upon it with 
fuch violence, that it pierced him through, and he expired 'The death 
immediately °. Some hiftorians relate the circumitances of <?/* Brutus, 
his death otherwife, and tell us, that raking his fword by the Year of 
hilt with both his hands, he fell upon the point of it, and ran the flood, 
himfelf through, without the afliftancc of his faithful friend 2962. 
Strato, But all authors agree in this, that A4effala, having Before 
fome time after made his peace with Cafar Octavianus, pre- S^if*' 37 ' 
fented Strato to him, faying with tears in his eyes, Th is, O ^ ( ome * 



0 Plut, ibid. Li v. !. cxxiv.Vbll. Patbrc.1. ii. c. 74. Ap- 
pi an. 1. iv. p. 665, 666. 

( Q_) Some writers tell us, that when Brutus in the morning 
faw no way of efcaping, he cried out, O unhappy virtue f I follow- 
ed thee as a /olid good, but thou art only a mere notion, a vain empty 
name, or at brjl a Jla<ve of fortune (49) But Volumnius, who was 
preient, and from whofe memoirs Plutarch copied the particulars 
of hi. death which we have related, makes no mention of fuch a 
fpeech, no -ways fuicable to the character of Brutus, 

1 

(49) Flor. /. iv. c. 7. Dio. I. \\\>\\. fub fincm. Vide Pint, defu- 
perft it, hut. 

Cx*far, 
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Csfar, is the man who paid the loft friendly office to my beloved 
Brutus. 

Bischa- Thus fell Brutus in the forty-third year of his age (R), 

and with him fell the liberty of Rome and of the Roman peo- 
ple. He was a man, in whom the malice of his enemies 
could difcern no fault (S) ; in whom the virtuts of humani- 
ty were eminent ; in whom, a confrant, firm, and inviola- 
ble attachment to the public good (T) formed the principal 

and 

(R^ Brutus died, according to Velleius Paterculus, in the thirry- 
feventh year of his age; but to the authority of Velltius we prefer 
that of Cicero^ who tells us, that Brutus was born ten years after 
Hortenjius appeared firft at the bar< and that celebrated orator 
made his firtl public efTay of eloquence in the confulate of 
Lucius Crajfus and ^uintus Scvvola, in the year of Rome 6%% ; fo 
that Brutus was born in the year of the city 668, and confequentiy 
was, at the time of hm death, which happened in 711, in the forty- 
third year of hi." age 49) 

(S) Thofe who were mo ft his enemies , fays Plutarch (^o N , on ac- 
count of his conspiracy againft Ciefar, // in that whole of air there <was 
any honourable and generous a&ion done, refer it wholly to Brutus, and 
lay whatever w as barbarous and cruel to the charge 0/Xaflius, Brutus'i 
mofl intimate and familiar friend ; but not at all like him sn bonejly and- 
virtue Upon which words Madam Dacier comments thus: h ap- 
pears from this pajage % that even in the davt 0/ Plutarch, there were 
/ome remaining, who hated the memory of Brutus, for the /hare he bad 
in she murder of Ca?far ; and I am of op'mion, that the fame hatred 
continues, and will do fo to the end of the world. Amnni; fin ves, (lie 
ought to have added, and perfons brought up in flavidi principles, 
who are taught to look upon the difarming of a tyrant, and the 
faving of their countjy from havock and oppreflion, as an heinous 
crime ; but the memory of that truly virtuous and generous patriot 
will be, to the enJ of the world, loved and revered by all, who have any 
fpark of zeal for the welfare of their country and the good of man- 
kind. , 
(T) The public good was, as Plutarch obferves, the only end 
and flandard, which he propofed for his hatred and friendfhip This 
of an enemy made him a friend to Pompey, and of a friend made him 
an enemy to Cr/ar. When C<efar and Pompey took up arms a- 
gninll each other, it was generally believed that he would have 
taken Car/art fide : for his father not long before had been put to 
death bv Pompq : but he, thinking it his duty to prefer the mtcrclt 
of the public to his private refentment, and judging Pompey" $ to be 
the better caufe, took part with him, tho* fofmerly he uled not fo 
much as to falute him, or take any notice of him, deeming it a great 
crime to have the lealt conversion with the murderer of hit father. 



(49) GrV. in Bruto. (50) Pint, in Brut9 
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and moft diftinguifhahle part of his character, and the unin- 
terrupted buftncfs of his life, ever in view, ever purfued, but 
from the inherent equity of his mind, for he was, as his hi do- 
rian well obfcrvcs, by nature exactly framed for virtue (U)+ 

without 



But afterwards, looking upon him as the general of his country, he 
lifted himfelf under his command, and fet fail to Sicily, in quality of 
lieutenant to Seftius, whom Pompey had appointed governor of thac 
Aland j but finding no opportunity there of exerting his zeal for 
the good of his country, and hearing that Ca/ar and Pompey were 
incamped near one another and would come to a battle, upon which 
the whole emoire depended, he haitened into Macedon to mare in 
thcdaifger. Pompeii was fo furprifed ac his arrival, and at the fame 
time 10 pleafed, that rifing from his tribunal, in the light of all his 
guard?, he faluced and embraced him, as one of the chiefefl men. 
of his party. Thus Brutns embraced the party even of his father's 
murderer, becaufe he thought it more juft than that of Ctefar, and 
confidered Pompey as the head of the ftate, of which Cafar was the 
dec'arcd enemy. The fame confederation of the public good, 
which reconciled him to Pompey, eftranged him from C<*far, not- 
withstanding the innumerable favours he had received at his hands. 
And what can be more generous, more heroic, for a man, than to 
facrifice his highell obligations, as well as his greateft injuries, to the 
welfare of his country ? 

(XJ^ " Brutus, fays the author of his life, for the fake of his 
u virtue, was etieemed by the people, beloved by his friends, ad- 
** mired by all good men, and hated by none, no, not even by his 
M enemies ; for he was of an extraordinary mild nature, great 
" magniminity, infenfible of the paflions of anger, pleafure or co- 
** vetoufnefs ; iteady and inflexible in his opinion, and aealous for 
11 whatever he thought juit and honeft. That which gained him 
11 the greateft credit and reputation among the people was, their 

inviolable opinion of 'his uprightnefs and integrity in all his un- 
u dertakings ; whereas no man ever imagined, that Pompey, even 
" v [Pompey the Great himfelf, if he had overcome^ C<efar, would have 
u fubmitted hi.s power to the laws, but would have retained the fo- 
" vcreign authority in his own hands, under the fpecious name of 
" con ful or dictator, or fome other mild and more popular title, 
" with which he would have foothed the people. As for Cajpas f 
" a man inclined to pafllon, and carried often by his covetous hu- 
" mour beyond the bounds of juftice, they well knew, that he 
•» endured all thefe hard (hips rather to obtain dominion to himfelf, 
u than liberty to the people As to the former dilturbcrs of the 
11 peace of Rome, whether a Cinna, a Mar jus, or a Carbo, it is 
" man i fell, that they, having fee their country as a (lake for him 
u who mould win, did almolt own, in exprefs terms, that they 
" fought for empire. But even the enemies of Brutus cannot lay 

" this accufation to his charge j nay, many have heard Antovv 

•* himfcif 
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without one breach of that never to be omitted diftin&ion of 
fas and ncfas, right and wrong. And here it may not be 
altogether foreign to our purpofe to illuflrrate this tranfcendcnt 
rectitude of his mind, by inflancing his refuful, contrary 
to the opinion of Cicero and his other friends, to employ the 
arts of oratory in gilding even the faired caufe, when, after 
the death of C&far, he add relied himfelf to the Roman peo- 
ple. It cannot be fuppofed, that Brutus who had long been 
famed for eloquence (W), could be ignorant of fpcaking to 

the 

" himfelf fay, That Brutus wis the only man who confpired againft 
** Cafar out of a fenfe of the glory of the action , but that all 
" the reft rofe up againft the man* and not the tyrant ■, from their 
*' own private make and envy (5O-" In this paflTage Plutarch 
doesjnftice to Brutus'* virtue ; but at the fame time betrays his pre- 
judice againft Caffius, the motives of which we have afligned elfe- 
where (52). What a high opinion Cicero had of Brutus' s virtue, 
the orator fufficiently declares in the following words : Bruto certe 
Tneo nullo loco decro, idque etiam Jt mthi cum Mo nihil fuijjfet , facertm 
propter ejus Jingularem incredibilemque virtu text* 

{W} Plutarch tells us in his life, that in Latin he was a good 
fpeaker, and had, by conftant exercife, attained a fuflicienc excel- 
lence in making public orations and pleading caufes ; but that in 
Greek he was remarkable for affecting the feme :tious and fliort 
Laconic way of fpeaking, efpecially in his epiftles, a collection of 
which has been publifhed by Aldus in Greek, and by Ranutius Flo- 
rentitis in Latin. Plutarch inftances three of them, the firft whereof 
he wrote in the beginning of the war to the Pergamenfes, or inhabi- 
tants of Pergamus, thus.- / hear you have given Dolabella money j 
if you gave it willingly, you mvft own you have injured me ; if utfwH* 
Iwgly, fhew it by giving willingly to me. The fecond inscribed in 
the Greek copy to the Bithynians, in the Latin to the Galatians t 
nnd in Plutarch to the Samians, is couched in the following terms : 
Tour deliberations arc tedious, your aclions flow ; vjhat do you think 
will be the end? The third was to the Rhodians, thus ; The Xan- 
thians fuj peeling my kindnefs , have made their country their grave of 
defpair The Patarenfes, wbo have fubtnitted to me, have lojl no* 
thing of their former liberty. It is in your power to chufe the opinions of 
the Pataren'es, or the fortune of the Xanthians (53). This epiftle 
is I ike wife exhibited by Velleius Paterculus, but in a more diffufed 
ftvlc (<^J. The fpcech which Brutus made before Cnrfar at 
Nice, the capital of Bithynia, in behalf of Dciotarus king of Galatta, 
is commended by Cicero ( c0» and the author of the dialogue on 
the Latin 01 ators, wliich is commonly alcribed to Tacitus. Tho 

f50 Idemihtd. (^Vide fitpra not. (N). ($3 > Piut ; 

ihid Patercul. /. ii. c. 70. (55) Cic. tn 
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the paifions of men, an art too fuccefsfully made ufe of by 
Ant any on the fame occafion. Such then was the integrity 

of 

the king Was charged with crimes of a high and dangerous nature, 
yec the eloquence of Brutus was fo prevalent, that he preferved 
to him great part of his kingdom. The liberty and vehemence 
with which he fpoke on this occafion, gave rife to that memorable 
faying of C<efa>- concerning him, as Cicero relates it in the firft letter 
of his . fourth book to Atticus : De quo quidem ille ad quern divert* \ 
Cafarem f allium dicer e, Magni refert bic quid <uelit, /ed quit/quid W/, 
*valde -volt. Idque eum anuizadve^tiffe cum pro Deiotaro Nice<e diceret y 
valde eum wbepjenter & libere dicere. And truly the natural firm- 
ne fa of his mind r as his hiftorian obferves (56), when once feton 
work by the motives of right reafon, and the principles of honefty, 
which way foever it turned itfeif moved with great vigour and 
impetuoiityi and.generallyefFecled its defigns. 

Brutus was, as we have obferved above, a good orator ; but, as 
he had made choice of the concife and grave ftyle ( 57), he judged 
Cicero* s eloquence to want ftrength (58) ; and Cicero on the other 
hand thought his ftyle negligent and unconnected ( 59). Brutus* s 
ftyle had another fault ; it was often crouded with verfes. Ferfm 
hi fere excidunt, fays £>ghitilian y quos Brutus ipjb componendi duclus 
Jiudio l*>pi£ime facst (60 ). Cicero acknowledges, that Brutus very 
freely found fault with his tafte in point of ftyle (6 1 ; ; but never- 
thelefs that orator was highly pieafed, with the harangue which Bru- 
tus made on the death of Carfar ; Eji auiem oratio, fays he, fpeaking 
of chi* piece, after he had perufed it with great attention, fcripta 
elegaitiijjime y fententiis y verbis, ut nihil pojjit ultra ( 62 ). 

Brutus was not only a good orator, but an excellent philofopher. 
Of all the fedb of the Greek phiiofophers, there was not one of which 
ie had not been a hearer, and in which he had not made fome pro- 
ficiency ; but he chiefly eiteemed the Platonifts % and applied himfelf 
wholly to the lludy of the ancient academy (63). He was like- 
wife well acquainted with all the branches of polite literature, and 
.wrote i'everal books, <viz. one de officii*, cited by Charijius and Prif- 
tian, without all doubt the fame which Seneca calls <mtpl *ccc^xA<; 
(64.) ; another de <virtute t mentioned by Cicero (6 5 ) and Seneca (66); 
and a third de patientia, quoted by Diomedes. He abridged the 
Roman hiltory of Fannius .67), and that of Antipater {6% J - 9 but 
Whether he finiihed the abridgment of Polybius's hiftory which he 

(<>6) Plut. ibid. (57) QuintiL L xii.c. 10. f 5 8) Vidt 

'dialog, de caufis C orr. eloq. (59) Auaor de caufis corr. eloq 
[tiOj Qutntil L ix. c. 4. (61) Cic. ad Attic l.xiv.epi/i 20. 
(62) J dam ibid. I. x<v epifi. 1. (63) Plut . in Brttto. (64., Stne- 
**fpift. q<;. (05 Cic Tufcul. i.& de finibus 1. (66) «Wr. 
mbl. ad Helviam, c 9. (.67) Cic ad Attic, I. xii. epiJL c. 
(<>8) Idem ibid I. x,u. tpift. 8. 5 
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of Brtrtus's mind, that he could not ftoop to employ any in-r 
decent means even in the purfuit of virtue. The death 
of Ctefjr was undoubtedly jufrifiable under the government 
which th'Mi pr-vailed in Rome (X), notwithftanding all the 
dirt th.it n:s b-en thrown at this trartfa&ion by the mean and 
grovelling abettors of arbitrary power. We may fee what 
the Rowans, and Tully, the leaft adventurous of men, thought 
of this action, by a paflage in one of his letters to his friend 

had undertaken, we know not; for Plutarch (69) only tells us, 
that the day before the great battle of Pharfalia, while the others 
were taken up with the thoughts of the next day's aft ion, Brutui 
fpent his whole time, till the evening, in writing that epitome. He 
like wife compofed a panegyric on Cato which C<£far did not think 
extraordinary well penned (70). 

(X) By the laws of Rome, the dominion of one, and confequently 
the dominion of Casfar was tyTanny ; and any man was warranted 
to kill the tyrant : eumjus fafque effet occidi, neve ea cades capi talis 
noxahaberetur . The only reafon that can be alledged againft kil- 
ling Ctefar is, that the* ftate was irretrievable, and an ufurper become 
a neceff Lry evil. This argument Seneca urges againft the enter- 
prife of Brutus and his followers (71). But Brutus, Cicero, and 
the fenate, that is, the greateft and wifeft men in Rome, judged other- 
wife, and who was better qualified to judged Nay, liberty was 
for fome time aaually reftored ; why it fubfifted ne longer, was 
owing to cafualties, and io th*e treachery df OcJavianus, who, after 
he was emperor, thought it ponible' tOrefettle the old free ftate, 
and propofed once or twice to refign. Dritfus, his wife's fon, was 
of the fame opinion, and declared his refolution to effect it. Cafar 
himfelf might, by his dictatorial power, have fuppreffed the info- 
lence of particulars, revived the force of the laws, and reduced the 
commonwealth to her firft principles. This would have been true 
glory, the only right ufe of his abfolute power, and the onlya- 
mends for having a/Turned it ; but, inftead of this, he continued 
more and more to debauch the people, and trample upon the moft 
facred laws of his country. Liberty and the republic were a jell 
to him ; he treated the very name with contempt ; nihil efferm- 
publicum ; appellationem modo fine colore ac fpecie (72). He ridicu- 
led 3y//a for refigning his ufurped power ; he had nothing in his 
head or heart but abfolute rule, a diadem, the title of king, and 1 con- 
trouliug the world according to his luft ; nullos nan honor es ad hot- 
dinem cepit fcT deditjpreto patriot more ; nay he would have his very 
words to go for laws, debere homines pro legibus habere qu<r dicat \73> 
He was therefore lawfully fUin, tho' not by the forms of law> 
which his ufurped power had rendered nnpoffible. Abu/us ao< 
minatioite £ST jure car/us exijlimaretur t fays Suetonius (74)- 

(60) Pint, ubi fupra. (70) Go ad Attic. (7 ■ ) Sen"' dibp 

fteficl ii. c, zj. ^72) SuetinGef. (73) Um ibid. (74) 'jjjj* 
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Atticus^ bemoaning the misfortunes of the times; where he 

fays, But notvjithjlanding the cloud that bangs over us^ I con- 
Jble my/elf in the ides of March. Our heroes have done every 
thing within their power, and with a refolution by zvhich they 
have acquired immortal glory. Nor was the putting the de- 
ft royer of their conftitution and liberties to death, by violent 
hands, without precedent in the Roman hifiory ( Y). And 4s 

to 



(V) Nor in Brutus' 1 s family ; for his mother Ser^Uia was, of the 
family of Sernjili^s Ahala, who flew Spur jus Mantua, as we have re- 
lated elfewhere, for ftirringthe people up to a rebellion, and afpiring 
at the fovereign power. The famous dictator Quintus Cinc\nnatus % 
whofe general of the horfe he was, commended the zeal of Servili- 
us 9 and approved of the action (75 J- Whether Brutus was de- 
fended from the celebrate^ Junius Brutus, who expelled Tarquin 
the Proud, is uncertain. ' Dionyfius of Halicarnajfus maintains, not 
out of any prejudice to Brutus, that he was not defcended from him. 
This, fays he, is the opinion of thofe hiftorians, who have examined 
the affairs of the Romans with the greateft exaclnefs 76) . Dion posi- 
tively affirms, that none of the race of Junius Brutus was left after the 
execution of his two Ions ( jy). Qn the other hand, Plutarch tells 
us, that Junius Brutus had a great many children by a filter of the 
Vitellii (78); and adds, upon the authority of the Philosopher Pofido- 
nius, that two indeed of Brqtus's fons, who had attained to man's 
eftate were, by their father's order put to4eath ; but that a third, 
yet an infant, was left alive, from whom the family "was propagated 
down to Marcus Brutus. The fame philofoph'er writes, that iri 
his tune there were federal famous per Ions of the family of M Bru- 
tus, and of his own acquaintance, who very v much refembled the 
fhtue of Junius Brutus C 79). Cicero like wife in his Philippics fpealcs 
of our Brutus as defcended from L. Brutus: L. Brutus was the man* 
fays he, who both himfelf freed the commonwealth from the fovereignty 
of kin%s, and has now, aljnpfifw hundred vears after, propagated de- 
fendants, famed for the like <virtue and the like achievement (80). 
And elfewhere (81); if leaders were wanting to free our country , / 
would flir up the BrutuPs, who both daily ^heboid the image of I.. 
Brutus, and one offbem that of A ha ! a alfo Should thefe men therefore, de • 
funded from fuch ancefto'rs, ajk counfel of ftr angers, rather than of their 
own family, abroad rather than at home? But after afl, Cicero who 

fpealcs herea3 an orator, and not as an hillorian, is not a proper evi- 
dence to invalidate the teftimony of Diomjius of Mali carna (fits. xt\^ 
Dion. An orator little cares whether facfi facts be certain or not ; 
it is enough' for him, if the facts he relates be believed by the 
greater part of the people. Nothing can be with any certainty 

(7$) Pint ibid.& Li*. /, iv. {76 J Dio. Hal I. v. (77) 
Di: /. xliv. ^78) Plut. in Valeria {-()) P/ut. in Brttto. 

1 80, Cic. Philip. 1 . ^8'1) ■ Idem Philip. 2- 
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to the method they" made choice of, it appears adequate tq~ 
the dignity of the action \ for who more proper to compact 
fuch an event, than a number of fenators diftinguifhed by their 
attachment to liberty ? or what place could be more juftly. 
fixed on for the tyrant of Rome to expire in, than- that* 

he pofleffed in violation of the: 
often fee the love of one*s country i 
of very different men, influence^ 
either by paflion, acrimony of temper, vanity, refentment, a 
lufl: of power, or any other inducement ; nor were all thofe, 
who joined in that glorious caufe, altogether free from fuch 

fufpicions; for an uniform, (ready, conftant attachment to the' 
public good was to be met with in Brutus alone. Men ge* 
nerally differ from themfelves as much as from one another }' 
Brutus was always the fame. If we have dwelt too long if. 
confidering the virtues of this great man, the mighty excel- 
lence of his chara&er and his inviolable attachment to thet. 
public caufe may plead our excufe. We are not only indebt- 
ed to hiftory for the inlargement of our minds, but likewife* 
for the improvement of our moral virtues 5 and to an Englijh- 
man the foremoft of the rank is the purfuit of liberty. Who? 
then more properly can become the objecSt of our contempla- 
tion than Brutus , the genius of liberty ? 

Let us now return to the plains of PhlltppL Ahtonj x 
being informed the next day of the death of Brutus, flew to,' 
the place where the body ftill lay, beheld it with grief and 
tears, caft his purple mantle of a great value over it, and charged 
one of his freedmen to take care of the funeral of the illuftrw 
ous deceafed. Some tirne after, being told that the fervanfc 
had not burnt the mantle with the corpfe, and had detained; 
part of the money which was to he expended in the funeral, he 
ordered him to be put to death. OSiaviatius y who had not 
greatnefs of foul enough for fuch generous humanity, could not 
J'brbcar fhewing a cowardly fpite to the dead body of BrufdSj 
before whom he had a little before fled for his life. He 
caufed the head of that excellent perfon to be cut off, and 
charged one of his friends to carry it to Rome, and there 
lay it ignominioufly at the feet of Cafar's ftatue p 5 but in 
the paflaje from 'Dyrrbacbium 9 a violent ftorm arifing, it 

pPlut. in Anton. & Brut. A r p 1 an . 1. iv. p. 668- Su et. in 
Octavio, c. 1 3. 



determined on this head ; but all things well confidered, we arc in- 
clined to prefer the authority of Dion and of Dionyjius, a mod accu- 
rate writer, to that of Cicero and Piutprcb* 

was, 
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was* probably out of fuperftition, thrown into the Tea ^. The 
reft of the body was burnt by Antony's orders, and the allies 
conveyed in an urn to Servilia^ Brutus 9 s mother. As for 
P or eta his wife, Valerius Maximus^ and Ntcolaus the Peri- 
patetic philofopher, tell us, that, being refolved not to out- 
live her huiband, but fo narrowly watched by her friends, The death 
that £he could neither make ufe of poifon or a dagger, fhe s/Torcia; 
fnatched fome burning coals out of the fire, and, fhutting 
them clofe in her mouth, ftifled herfelf, and expired in the 
arms of the women who watched her r . But we have a 
great deal of reafon to look upon this account as fabulous, 
fince Plutarch aflures us r , that, in his time, was ftill extant 
a letter of Brutus to his friends, wherein he lamented the 
death of Porcia, arid complained of them for fuffering her to 
die of melancholy ; fb that the hiftory of the live-coals; which 
has been the fubjedt of a fine epigram c , is no better than a 
fable. 

The death of Brutus was no fooner known in his camp, JVLwy of 
than thofe who had retired thither, to the number of four- Brutus'/ 
teen thoufand men, fubmitted upon honourable terms to the /ubmi* 
two victorious generals. Others* fled into the ifland of Tba- to the con* 
fus, and from thence efcaped into AJia* Antony and Offavi- querors* 
anus found in Brutus' $ camp great ftore of arms and provi- 
fibns, and immenfe fums of money, which enabled them to 
fatisfy immediately fome of their veterans, whom they dif- 
banded fbon' after the' battle^ being glad to get rid of men, 
who, proud' of their victory, began 1 to ufurp an authority even 
over their generals. By this famous overthrow the triumvirs 
eftabliflied,' on the ruins of the« republic, the authority they 
had ufurped, and became mafters of the whole Roman empire, 
Sicily alone excepted, which was ftill held by Sextus, the fon 
of Pompey the Great-, but the oppofition they met with from 

him was not very confiq'erable, as we mail fee in the fol- 
io-wing chapter. 

J Dio, 1. xlvii. p. 356. r Plut. in Bruto. f Idem, 

1 Vide Maht. 1. i. cpigi 43. 
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The hiftory of Rome, from the death 
Brutus and Caffius to the perfeB 
fettling of the empire by O&avianus. 



*fhe trium- fT | ^ ^ ^ ^ a > rs a ^ ter tne battle were fpent by the 

win funijb ■ triumvirs, in punifliing fuch of their enemies, as had 
their cue- ■ the misfortune to fall into their hands. Antony* 
pties* after having reproached Hortenjius with the death 

of his brother Caius* of whom we have fpoken above, caufe^ 
him to be flain on his tomb, He like wife put Fgrro 3 an illuf- 
trious feriator, to death, who had on all occafions betrayed an 
irreconcileable hatred to biin, and could not forbear reproach- 
ing the triumvir, even w(ien he was in, his power, with his 
debauched and fcandalqus life, which, he faid, he would one 
day end with an unhappy and tragical death. I^ivius Drufus y 
the father of that Livia who was afterwards married to Ju- 
gujlusi not caring to outlive die liberty of his country, laid 
violent hands on himfelf in his tent. ghfinjUius f^arus^zhcx 
having adorned himfelf with all the enfigns of the honours and 
dignities he had borne, chofe rather to die by the hands of his 
fixeJrnen, than to be expofed to the infults of a mercilcfi 
enemy. * Oftaviantts on this occafion betrayed a cruelty un- 
worthy of a Roman, which fome of his flatterers endeavour 
to excufc, by afcribing it, not to the natural bent of his 
temper, but to the long and tedious indifpofit ion, which had 
The cruel Toured his humour. However that be, it is certain, that he 
tyofOBA- fhewed as much cruelty and infojence after the battle, as h« 
vianus. wanted courage in ir. We have fecn above what cowardly 

fpite he fhewed to the body of his deceafed enemy, which 
Antony created with great refpecT: and tendernefs. The mean 

foul of O&avianus was not capable qf fuch generous huma- 
nity; 
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tiity : he infulted every illuftrious captive with bitter wore}.* 
and outrageous invectives, putting them to death without 
mercy. To one, whoearneflly begged as a particular favour^ 
that he would fuffer his body to be buried after his death, he 
anfwered, that the ravens would foon regulate that matter* 
When a father implored mercy for his fon, and die fon for 
the father, he commanded, with an excefs of cruelty hardly 
to be met with in the hiflory of the rrtoft barbarous nations* 
the father and fon to fight for their lives ; this barbarous fight 
he beheld, beheld unconcerned the fon to flab his father, and 
then himfelf for having done it. Others tell us, that he 
obliged the father and fon to draw lots for their lives, and that 
jthe father gave himfelf voluntarily up to execution to fave his 
fon, who, difdaining to owe his life to the murderer of his 
father, ftabbed himfelf in the prefence of the tyrant; Had not 
therefore the remaining prifoners reafon, when they were 
brought before Antony and him, loaded with chains* to falute 
the former with the honourable title of imperator, and the 
latter with bitter invectives, curfes and reproaches? Among 
thefewere the famous M. Favonius, who with the fword at 
his throat reproached the mercilefs Otfavianus, with all the 
freedom of a Cynic philofopher w (Z). 

The triumvirs, having thus glutted their revenge with the 
blood of many illuftrious citizens, who on that fatal day fell 
into their hands, began now to deliberate about the proper 
meafures for the eftablifhing of their authority, and the utter 
fuppreflion of thofe who ftill flood up in defence of their ari- 
tient laws and liberties. For Pompey was ftill in poffcfllon 6f The repuh- 
Sicily ; Domitius Ahehobarbus and Statius Murcus y Brutus 's l* can party 
admirals, commanded two powerful fleets, the former on itit^ i ^P onxim 
toafts of Macedon^ the latcer in the Ionian fea ; Cajfius Par- er f ulm 

w Vide Suet, in Julio, & Dio. 1. xlvii. 

(Z) M m Favonius had been always very intimate with Brutus, but 
neverthelefs by him left out of the confpiracy for the following rea- 
fon. As Brutus was difcourfing one day with him and Statilius, who 
was by feci an Epicurean, and propofmg fome quefhons to be dis- 
puted, with a defign to difcover their ientiments, Favoutus declared 
his judgment to be, that a civil war was worfe than the molt unjult 
tyranny. Though he had no (hare in the death of Catfar, nor ap- * 
proved of the action, yet he joined Brutus, ferved him with the ut- 
molt fidelity to the laft, and died with a conltancy worthy of a Rp' 
moo fenator and philofopher ^8 1 ). 

(8i, Flut. in Brut; 

hirnjts 
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foenjis (A), one of the confpirators, having been left in AJid 
by Brutus and Cajfius y with a conftderable fleet and a compe- 
tent number of forces, to keep the eaftern provinces in awe, 
upon the news of Brutus's overthrow and death, reinforced 
his fleet with thirty Rhodian mips, which he manned with Rq- 
mans j and being joined by Clodius^ governor of Rhodes, at the 
head of three thoufand men, by Lepidus governor of Crete 
with the garifon which Brutus had left there, by Clodius y 
Toru/usy young Cicero? and many other perfons of diftin&ion, 
who had fled into Afia, he gave no fmall umbrage to the 
triumvirs. In a private conference therefore between them, 
it was agreed, that Antony mould march into the eaft and 
"fettle thofe provinces, and that OSfavianus mould lead the 
old troops into Italy, put them there in pofleflion of the 
lands which had been promifed them, and to force young 
Pompey out of a retreat, which ferved for an afylum to all the 
fcealous republicans. Before they parted they difbanded all 
their veterans, except eight thoufand, after having fatisfied 
them in part with the money they had left, and what they 
found in Brutus 7 s camp. Of "the remaining forces OSfaviams 



(A) Cajpus P armenjts was one of the confpirators, bat fame time 
after the bat tie of Philippi he joined Antony, and ferved under hint 
at the battle of Allium. Upon his defeat he retired to Atbati 
where he was murdered by O3o*vianus*$ orders. He was a native 
Of Parma, and thence called Parmenfis. As that city flood within 
the bounds of antient Hetruria, which extended, as C/wverius tixwh 
to the banks of the Po 9 no wonder that Horace calls him an ifc- 
trufcan(Sz). He was in the opinion of that inimitable writer, a 
great verfifier, but no extraordinary poet. He left fuch a vaft heap 
of writings behind him, that it was plcafantiy faid he wanted noo- 
ther materials for his funeral pile. 



Hetrufci 



havtf 



Quale fuit Co/ft rapido fervent ius amni 
Ingenium, eapfis quern , fama eft, ejfe lihrifque 
Ambuftum pro frits » ■ (83). 

Siuintilius Varus, by whom he was afTaflinated, is faid to 
found a tragedy among his papers, intitled Tbye/tes, which hv V ™ 
lifheJ as his own. It is at lead certain, that Quintilius, having paj 
him to death, feiaed all his writings, among which were feveral 
tragedies, he having a particular talent at that fort of cornpofure. 
The verfes upon Orpheus, which Achilles Tatius publimcd under M 
name, are by the beft judges thought to be of a later date. 



(82) Horat. 1. Sermon, fatyr. 10. (83; Idem ibid. 
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took with him into Italy four legions, and four thoufand 
horfe ; Antony keeping with him fix legions, and ten thoufand 
horfe. It was alfo agreed, that Oclavianm fhou Id yield two 
of his Jegions %o his collegue, and receive two others in their 
fread belonging to Antony, which had been left, in Italy under 
the command of Calenus, one of Antony's lieutenants *. 
Though the forty-three legions they had h% the beginning of 
the war were, by this time, reduced to twenty-eight, yet 
they wanted vaft. funis to pay five thoufand drachmas to 
each private man, and reward all the officers in proportion: 
this was the principal motive of Antony's expedition into Afta, 
whither he carried with him for his guard four thoufand vete- 
rans, beiides the above-mentioned forces, who were prevail- 
ed upon, though the time of their fervice was expired, to at- 
tend him in quality of voluntiers, the like number remaining 
with O Ravi anus in the fame quality and poft ' 

And now the two conquerors parted, Off avt anus taking Antony 
his rout towards Dyrrhachium, in order to return to Italy, and Oela- 
and Antony marching into Greece, with a defign to pafs over vianus 
from thence into AJia. Octavianus arrived in a few days t art ' 
march at Dyrrhachium, where we Khali leave him for a while 
to follow Antony in his memorable, but to him fatal expedi- 
tion into the eaft. After fo remarkable a victory, which was 
entirely owing to him (for Ottavianus was not prefent in the 
firft engagement, and in the fecond was driven out of the 
field by the brave Brutus), he muft needs vifit Greece, as be- 
ing the country where flattery was managed with moft deli- 
cacy. There laying afide all majefty, he took pleafure in e/-fc ohflg* 
affifting, like a private citizen,, at the difputes of the philo- i„g beha- 
fophers in the fchools and academies of Athens, in feeing the n)iour of 
public fports, and frequenting the religious ceremonies of the Antony to 
Greeks. As he was fond of being ftyled the Lover of Greece, f& Greeks 
but above all the Lover of Athens, he adminiftered j.uftice 
there with a great deal of equity, and made very confiderable 
prefents to the city, though he was hirofelf in great want of 
money, his military cheft being almoft quite drained by the 
vaft fums he and his collegue had diftributed among the vete- 
rans after the battle. Before he left Attica he caufed an cx- 
aft furvey to be made of the temple of A-pollo Pythius, as if he 
defigned to repair it ; but he dropt that project ion his arrival 
in Afia, whither he marched with all his forces, leaving Lu- 
cius Cenforinus, one of his lieutenants, to govern Greece in 

* Appian. ibid. p. 672, 673. Dio. I. xlviii. p. 3 58. * Ap- 
pi an. ibid, Liv. 1 exxv. Ve ll. Patbrcul. Lii. c. 74. Ptuv. 
in Antonio. Dio. ibid. p. 357, 358. 

Vol XIII. D d his 
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In Afia he his abfencc. In Afia all the kings and princes, who acknow- 
is courted ledged the R*man power, came to make their court to him, 
by kings, many of them bringing with them their wives and daii^ ht ers, 
pri/ices 9 Scc. to g am the triumvir's favour by their charms. The tperns- 

nvailed one another, who fhould make htm the moil magni- 
ficent prefent, or appear mo ft charming in his eyes. 'This 
croud of fovcreigns, who daily attended his levee, and wait- 
ed upon him where-ever he went, with their praifes and fub- 
mifllons, moft agreeably foothed his ambitious and voluptuous 
temper j but nothing pleafed him fo much as the reception 
he met with at Ephefus. "There the women went out to 
meet him in the habit they ufed to wear when they folcm- 
nized the feafts of Bacchus, and the men and boys d re fled 
like fatyrs and fauns. Nothing was to be fcen throughout 
the town but fpears wreathed with ivy, harps, flutes, and haut- 
boys while they ftvled Antony \r\ their fongs, Bacchus the Gra- 
cious and the Gentle; and fo indeed he was to fome, but o- 
thers he treated with great inhumanity. He pardoned all 
thofc of Brutus** party, who furrendered themfelves to him, 
except P etronius, who was one of the confpirators, and 
Quintrts, who was charged with betraying Dolabclla to Cafftus 
Hisbcka- j n Laodlcca. But then he ftripped feveral rich citizens of 

™°*rdt*tbe tne ' r e ^ UICS to gratify his flatterers and buffoons, who often 
Aiiatics oe S5 e( * anc * obtained the eftates of men yet living, and in 

per feci: health, making Antony, to whom they alone had ac- 
cefs, believe they were dead. Thus one of his cooks, having 
drefled him a fupper to his tafte, begged, and obtained as his 
reward, the fine houfe of a wealthy citizen of Magnefta. 
But as the chief bufinels, which had brought him into Afia, 
was the railing of the ncccflary fums for the fatisfying of the 
victorious legions, he fummoned the deputies of all the fub- 
jecls and allies of Rome in thofc parts to meet at Ephejus\ 
and the-e, after having reproached them with afhft'ng Bru- 
tus and Ci/fins, notvvithfi-.mdin^ the kindnefs Cc far had 
ihewn them, he acquainted them with the great promilo 
he and his collogue had made to their twenty-ei^ht con- 
quering legions, amounting in all to a hundred and fifty 
lit* fpeeco t | )ou f am | mcI , and upwards, and then concluded thus: feu 
to ft.e tie- ^ ^ iudgc i f the fuw W£ want from the numler of our 

^tte Afiatic/ 5 ^ r; '* 9 an< ^ t ' )e P ranl! f cs zvc have made them. This has ol>- 
, lived ;//v collevue to cn into Italy, zuhere he has taken upon him 

to rewind them with lands and houjes, from •which be ivtll it 
olllged fo drive out the ant lent proprietors. But as far 
/ iv ill treat you with mere humanity, heing unwilling tfeprt 

of wtr inheritances* or drive you from ycur te/hpifsay 
fpuKhns of \:::r forefathers. As you would needs run /*' 
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fortune of our enemies in war ; now that the gods have been 
plea fid to grant the vitfory, not according to your ivijhcs, but 
th/ir own jujlice, we ought to treat you as the allies, or ra- 
ther as the accomplices* of our foes , and in ft el upon you fame 
exemplary puuijhment. But as the lazus of humanity will ?wt 
always allow the puni/hments to be proportionable to the crimes , 
it (lead of other penalties zue Jhall content ourf elves with a fum 
of money, the Jame you gave our enemies, ten years tribute : 
cut as you paid it to them in two years time* we require it 
in one. 'This is the only punijhment we intend to infliEi up- 
on you, which we fliould very readily forgive ^ were not cur 

ixigencies very preffing. At thefe words the deputies threw 
themfclves at Antony $ feet, remonftrating with tears in their 
eves, that their affilting Brutus and Caffius could not be laid 
to their charge as a crime, iince they had been forced to ic 
by fuch cruel ufage, as made them rather objects of pity than 
puniihment ; and that as to the fums which were demanded 
of them, it was not in their power to raife them, fmce Bru- 
tus and Cajfius had ftript them, not only of all their gold and 
jiiver in fpecie, but likewife or" their plate, the furniture of 
their houfes, and of all the ornaments of their cities and tem- 
ples. ■ As Antony continued inflexible, Hybreas* an orator and 
agent for fome of the Afiatic cities, rifing up, Since you are 
determined, fa id he, to double our taxes, pray take care that 
cur fummers and autumns be doubled too > otherwife ive JhalL 
never be able, to fatisfy your demands. This liberty of fpeech 
did not difpleafe Antony (B), who, as Plutarch tells us 3 was 

as 



(B* The fame Hybreas fome time after told Antony, when he re- 
quired more money ; Afia has already furnijbed ttuo hundred tboufani 
talents for your feruice ; if the money did no t come to your hands , call 
thoje to an ac court t tvho levied it ; but if it did y and you have already 
(pent that fum, we are all undone. Thefe words, fays Plutarch, touch- 
ed Antony to the quick ; for many things were done in his name, of 
which he was quite ignorant ; not that he was by nature eafily im- 
pofed upon, but becaufc he rcpofed too great confidence in the in- 
tegrity of thofe he employed. IJe was naturally very fincere, but 
fome vv nat How of apprehenfion ; but as foon as he was made fenfi- 
b!e of his faults.' he was much troubled, and ready to afk pardon of 
thofc he had oifcitded. He loved raillery, but was as well content- 
ed 10 be hand Comely rallied, as he was pleafed to rally others. 
This freedom had, as Plutarch obferves, its inconvenience ; for he 
imagined, that thofc friends, who ufed fo much liberty in their 
mirth, would never flatter or deceive him in any bufinefs of con- 
sequence, not perceiving, that thefe fubtle parafites difguifed their 
■.tttery to make it eo down the Abetter. Upon examining any 

D d ? liifl'ju'tv. 
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as well contented to be handfomely rallied, a^ he was delight- 
ed in rallying others. The deputies prevailed at length, buJ 
with much ado* upon the triumvir, to be contented with the 
Afia- tribute or" nine years to be paid in two*: fo that all the 
tics loaded princes, kings, and free ftates of jfjia^ were obliged to lay 
•with hea- heavy raxes on their fubjedts for the payment of this fum,' 
*vy taxes, which reduced them, after the exorbitant taxes with which 

Cafftus had loaded them, aimoft to -a ftate of beggary a . After 
this Antony took a progrefs through the provinces of Afia, 
giving eve ry- where extraordinary demonftrations of generofity 
his gene- and good -nature. He pardoned Lucius^ brother to Cajfius^ 
*o/ity. an d feveral others of the adverfe party, who, upon the fame 

of his clemency, flocked to him from all quarters: but he 
continued implacable to thofe who had any hand in the death 
of Cajar. The Xanthians he freed from all tribute, and per- 
fuaded them to rebuild their city. To the Rbodians, whom 
CaJJius had treated with great feverity, he gave the iflandsof 
j/ndros, TenoSy jbTaxos^ and Myndm. The inhabitants of 
iTarfus and Labdicea he likewife exempted from all taxes. 
Neither was he Unmindful of the Athenians , to whom he 
granted the iflands of Angina, Tcos y Cea; Sciathus^ and Pe- 
faretbus b : fo that the whole weight of the exorbitant con- 
tributions, amounting to two hundred thoufand talents, fell 
upon the inhabitants of Afia 9 properly fo called, of Syria, 
Phrygia, Myfia, Galaiia, Cappadocia, Cilicia, and Paleftinu 
As he wanted ready money to pay his foldiers, while the 
tax was raifing, he fent ail his horfe to Palmyra , or Tad* 
morj to take the plunder of that rich city inftead of their 
pay but the inhabitants, having timely notice of the de- 
fign, removed, before their arrival, their families and ef- 
fects to the other fide of the Euphrates 5 fo that the 
triumvir's cavalry returned empty. On their retreat the Pal- 
my Tertians returned to their habitations, hut, being exafperated 
by this cruel ufage, put themfelves under the protection of 
the PartbianSf which' gave occafion to the fecond Parthian 

■ Plu r. in Anton. Avn am. 1. v. p. 673, 674. * Appian. 
ibid. b Idem, ibid. p. 675. « Appian. ibid. 

difficulty, they contrived matters fo as not to feem to yield to him' 
out of complaifance, but becaufe hia underlUnding was fupcrior 
to theirs ',84. \ 
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Antony arriving in Cilicia, difpatched from thence Dellius He fum- 
into Egypt, to fummon Cleopatra to appear before him, and fnons efe- 
give him an account of her conduct during the war. For opacra to 
though fhe had afiifted Dolabella^ yet Serapion^ her lieutenant 
in Cyprus* had joined Brutus and CaJJius^ which the triumvirs account °f 
had taken much amifs, confidering what £he owed to the me- * fercan ^ a ^ 
mory of Ctefar. Dellius^ who was fent on this meilage, was 
a famous htitorian and a man of great wit and learning, but 
of no principles, being one of thofe who have always a bafe 
compliance for the inclinations of their matters (C). As he 
was well acquainted with Antony's temper, after a fhort con- 
verfation with the queen, he eafily judged with what fenti- 
ments a woman of her beauty, wit, ^ddreh, and fprightly 
con ver fat ion would infpire him ; and therefore encouraged her 
to go in perfon into Cilicia, alluring her, that Antony , who 
was a brave and amorous foldier, would receive her with all 
the refpedfc due to perfonsofher high ftation, extraordinary 
merit, and wonderful qualifications. She had great faith iri 
the words of Dellius \ but her chief dependence was in her 
own beauty ; and indeed never had beauty been fignalifcd 
by more illuftrious conquefts : fhe had captivated the heart of 
Julius Cafar, of Pompey*s elde/r fon, and formerly of Antony 
himfelf, when he ferved under Gabinius^ governor of Syria ; 
and this when (he W2S young and ignorant in the arts of love; 
whereas fhe was now to meet him in the flower of her age, 
with all the charms of beauty, and all the artifice of riper 
years. But what above all infpired her with certain confi- Hercbaimi 
dence of rekindling the flame in Antony's heart was, the quick- 
fiefs of her wit 3 for though rhere were forrie at Rome who ri- 

(C) Quintus Dellius wrote in Greek an account of .'ntonys un- 
faccefsful expedition againft the Partbians, in which he attended, 
him and had a chief command. He was one of Horace's moft in- 
tiniate friends, who addrefTed to him the third ode of his fecond 
book, containing the (bunded principles of the Epicurean philofophy % 
He was a man of great wit and learning, but of a very bad charac- 
ter. Mejjala Cawinus ufed to call him defultorem be I lor urn ci r vilittm % 
that i$, the vaulter of the civil wars. For he left Dolabella to 
fide with Cajfius, then quitted Cajpus to join Antony , and at laft 
abandoned Antony to take party with Oclawianut During his Hay 
at the court of Egypt, the fair queen captivated his heart, and is 
hid not to have been difpleafed with the addrcfles of a man of his 
fine genius. In the time of Setteca feveral letters of his to that 
queen were handed about, written with too much familiarity (85;. 



(8 ) Vide Settee I. i. dc dementia c. 10. & M. Senec. fuaf. t. 
hrabo % I. xi. & Lip/ ad 1. AnnaL Tacit* 

vailed 
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Vailed her in beauty, none was to compare to her in the agrce- 
ablcnefs of lier conversation, mid in a certain natural ^r^ce 
and fwectnefe, which appeared in cvciy thing £he faid or did, 
and made: a deep impreilion on all who heard her. In ftiort, 
the charms of her converlation were irrehflible, and the very 
tone of her voice fo harmonious, that no inftrument was ca- 
pable or a greater variety of founds, and of equally foothing 
the ears of the hearers. Befides, the expreffed herfelr with fu 
much eafe, and in fo many different languages, that flic was 
looked upon by all as a prodigy. The molt barbarous nations 
heard her with aftonifliment anfwer their embaffadors without 
an interpreter. She underftood, beiides many others, the M- 
thiopian, the Trogloditc^ the Mebrt-iv, the Arabian^ Syrian^ 
Adedian, and Parthian tongues - 9 which was the more won- 
derful in her, considering, that moft of the kings, her prede- 
cefTors, had not been able to learn the Egyptian tongue, and 
feveral of them had forgot the Macedonian^ their original lan- 
guage d . The confidence {he placed in thefe extraordinary 
accomplifhments encouraged her more than the words of Del- 
iius^ or her own beauty, to appear before Antony. She made 
great preparations for her journey, taking with her vaft lums 
of money, and all the jewels, plate, and rich ornaments of the 
Egyptian kings. Many were the letters the received from 
Antony , flattening her coming j but the fee me d to make no 
account of his orders. At length the fet out, and arriving at 
the mouth of the river Cydnus, the embarqued on a fmall gal- 
ley, and appeared before Antony at Tarfus in Cilicia> in the 
r fantaftical manner which we have defcribed at length in our 
She arrives hiftory of Egypt c . The triumvir was fo taken with the 
at Tarfus charms of her pcrfon, the quicknefs of her wit, and tha a- 
2// Cilicia. g rcea blenefs of her convetfation, that from the firft day he 

conceived a paflion for her, which occafioned all the future 

t misfortunes of his life. He was never after the fame man, 
And capti- ^ uC w h 0 Uy Vd ^ n U p w i tn t he thoughts of the beautiful Clea- 
wates n- p ntra ^ j le neglected all other b'ufinefs, and followed her into 

Egypt, fpendmg there the whole enfuing winter with her in a 
molt fcandalous converfation, well fuited to his vicious tem- 
per, but highly unbecoming a man of his age and charac- 
ter . 

While A-itony was thus wallowing in pic afures with his 
beloved Clcopatru in Egypt , his collogue was wholly taken up 

«1 Plut. in Anton. Joseph, antiq. I. xiv. c. 23, Appia». 
I. v. p. 073. Dio, 1, xlviii. p. 371. L Vide Hill. UnivcrfiL 
Vol. IX. p. i;6. *' Plut. Apiman. Dio, ibid. Vide 

lli:l Univcrf. uji. fupra. . * 
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in fettling the affairs of Italy, and dividing the promifed lands Oftav ; - 
amons trie veterans. H 1 v 1 n * imbarqued his troops at Dyrrba- anusgre**- 
rhiutiu he c ruffed rhe Adriatic gulf, without meeting with any indijpof 
of tne enemy's' fleets, and landed at Brundufium ; where he ea ~ 
was taken |V> ill, that his pliyiicians gave him over, and the 
news of his death was immediately fpread all over Italy, and 
differently received according to the different inclinations of 
the pe. pie. Moft of the fenators looked upon this report as 
one of his ufual tricks to difcover their intentions and real 
fentiments ; and therefore by a decree of the fenate prayers 
and facrifices were offered up to the gods for his recovery, 
which Coon followed hv the favour of his native air and the 



vigor of his youth. As foon as he was in a condition to bear 
the fatijues of the journey, he Set out for Rome, where he 
was received with loud acclamations, efpecially by the popu- 
lace. Some time before his arrival the fafces had been trans- 
ferred from Lepidus, and L. Munatius Planeus, to L. Anto- 
niiis, tiu brother of the triumvir, and P. Servilius Vatia 
[fauricus ; but Fulvia, Antony's wife, a woman of a manly Jealouftes 
ipi:it and an unbounded ambition, had gained the afcendant at Rome 
over the new confuls, and governed Rome with an abfolute between 
fway. This Octavianus could not bear ; and hence the mutu- him and 
aljealoufies and' dihrrufr between her and the young triumvir, Fulvia. 
which at length kindled a war in the very bowels of Italy. 
Octavianus met with many, almoft infurrnountable, difficul- 
ties in the diftribution of the promifed lands. As the public 
treafury was quite cxhaufted, he could not content the Soldie- 
ry without giving up to them the Several towns which he had 
promifed them by way of reward after the victory ; and this 
he was well apprifed would provoke the people. Moft of the 
inhabitants of thoSe unhappy towns flocked daily in great mul- 
titudes to Rome ; vaft numbers of women with children in 
their arms, whofe tender years and innocence moved even 
the triumvir's friends to companion, daily filled the temples 
and public places with their cries and lamentation*. The peo- 
ple on this occafion talked with a great deal of freedom and 
boldnefs; This war, Said they, has been undertaken not for the 
public good, but for the private views of the triumvirs , who, 
finer they have reaped the advantage of it, ought to bear all the 
charges , and not Jatisfy their foldiers at the cxpencc of fo many 
diftrefjed families. Oftavianus heard and patiently bore thefe 
complaints, with a diflimulation peculiar to him Self. Un- 
willing to give occafion to frefh difl urbanccs, he borrowed 
what money he could ; but finding he could not raife the Suf- 
ficient Sums to Satisfy his foldiers," he broke through all diffi- 
culties, and, purSuant to his SirJt defign, allotted them the 

lands 
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lands for their inheritance, which he had promifed in the be- 
ginning of the war. Cremona a city greatly attached to the 
intereft of Brutus^ fuffered moft in this iniquitous distribution ; 
and Mantua, which was but too near to a place abandoned 
to the mercy of the ungovernable foldiery, had more than her 
TJ.^e prhice £hare in tbefe misfoi tunes. The prince of the Latin poets 
ofthcV**- had like to have perifhed on this occafion, by the hmd of a 
tin poctt m centurion, named Arr'ius^ who purfucd him with his drawn 
great da* { wordy for da ring to difpute with him the potfe/lion of his 
Z er ' final 1 eftate on the banks of the Mincius \ and would have 

deprived the world of the greateft poet Italy ever produced, 
had he not happily efcaped the fury of the imaged centurion 
by fwimming crofs the river. This very adventure feems to 
have moll of all contributed to the reputation and good for- 
tune of that divine and inimitable writer ; for it put him up- 
on going to Rome, where his extraordinary talents being known 
to M^cenas and Jfinius Pollio, he obtained by their intereft 
the rcftitution of his farm, which is the fubje£r. of that excel- 
lent eclogue, the firft or his Bucelics, he being then about 
twenty -eight years of age. 
Oilavi- Ohpavianus. himfelf was expofed to great dangers in this ex- 

^uus meets tremely nice and difficult undertaking, the foldiery and people 
//A zreat being equally exaiperated againft him. Few of the veterans 
dtf. utties were fatisfied with the portion of the lands allotted to themi 
in the dif Antony's foldiers taxed Oclauianus with partiality, as if 
tf mutton of he d fli^ ne j tne De ft lands to his own men and the word: 
the lands. %Q mem> Fulvia did not fail to improve thefe difcontents; 

and being feconded by the conful Lucius, her brother-in- 
law, whom fhe eafily gained over to her intereft, {he left no- 
thing unattempted to fire both the foldiers and people againft 
one, who, fhc w 11 faw, was engrolling all the power to 
himfelf. And indeed (he was attended therein with good 
fucctfs, as plainly appeared from the two following accidents. 
A piiv.ite fuldier having taken place among the knights at a 
public fh »\v, Octavianus 'ordered an officer to drive him from 
thence; hereupon a report, being fpread, by the triumvirs 
enemies, that the foldier had been ailaflinated by his orders* 
as toon as the fports were over, they all crouded round him, 
demanding with threatnings to fee their comrade. GflavM- 
nus caufed him immediately to be fought for and brought be- 
fore them 5 when the foldier declared, that he had not re- 
ceived the leaft hurt or ill ufage : the mutinous troops were 
not cafilv prevailed upon to believe him, as if they had been 
iiKLiifed againft him for depriving them of fo fpeciots a pre- 
tence to murder their genera!. The other accident (hews ihll 
more plainly, to what a degree Fulvia and Lu~in\ had cflran- 
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<rcd the minds of the foldiery from their general. He had ap- 
puintcd a day for his foldiers to meet in the field of M^rs, 
in order to proceed to the diftribution of the lands. The le- His foldiers 
jrionjncs aflcmbled accordingly at the time agreed on, but mutiny. 
Udavianus not coming fo foon as they cXpc&ed, they began 
to mutinr, ari.I fpeak of their general with great difrefpedt j 
upon which No'inius^ one of the tribunes, ventured to re- 
in, nd them of their duty, and chide them for the indecency 
or" their carriage. But the infolent foldiery firft raliud the 
zealous ohicur as a mercenary fycophanr, and then inful- 
ted him in a moft on trageous manner 5 infom'uch, that he was 
forced to fave hnnfelf by flight from their fur)', and throw 
himfclf, finding no other means to efcape, into the Tiber * 
where he was drowned. The mutineers drew the body out 
of the ri\er, and expofed it on the way which led to the field, 
of Mars, that G£lavia>ius might fee it, and learn what might 
be his own fate, if he provoked their refentment. Oftavianits* 
though acquainted with this diforder, went, contrary to ihe 
advice of his friends, to the field of Mars^ and, only turn- 
ing away his eyes from the dead body as he pa/Ted by it, ap- 
peared in the midft of the aflembly with an affected calmnefe 
and tranquillity. He artfully pretended to believe, that Non- His addrefs 
nius had been killed in a quarrel by fome private enemy; and, in quelling 
alter having exhorted hisfoldieis not to carry their refentment the mutiny. 
another time to fuch extremities, without taking any further 
notice of fuch a notorious breach of the military laws ? he 
proceeded to the difhibution of the lands, extending his libe- 
rality even to thofe who had loft: their lives in the battle of 
Pbilippi, on whofe wives and children he beftowed that por- 
tion, which would have fallen to their lot. This falfe and 
iniquitous generality, for he gave nothing of his own, but 
only what he had with the utmoft injuftice taken from the 
lawful owners, had fo good an effect: on the minds of the un- 
difcerning multitude, that they demanded the authors of Non- 
nius*& death might be brought to condign punifhment. T he 
crafty general anfwered, that they would be fufficiently pu- 
mfhed by the reproaches of their own confeience, and the re- 
morfe which ever attends wicked actions g . 

Oftavianus^ having thus regained the affections of his fol- He divor- 
oicis, and being no longer able to bear (he haughty and impe- r^/C'odia 
rious behaviour of Futvia, divorced her daughter Clod/a, at - the faugh" 
tcr having folemnly declaied upon oath, that for him fhe wa«> ter of 
Hill a virgin. This was touching the proud Fulvia, in the Fulvia. 
mult fenlible part : flic refolvcd thenceforth to keep no mea- 

8 Appian. Dio, ibid. 
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furcs with OSiavtanusi and accordingly began openly to en- 
courage the veterans, who had ferved under her hufband, to 
take arms aeainft his> ungrateful collegue, who, though he had 
no wajs v-oijtriouted to the vi£lor\ , was now reaping all the 
advantage of it, with a view to engrofs the whole power to 
himfch, and exclude Antony, to whofe valour the victory was 
entirely owing, from any fhare in the adniinihVration. She 
appeared in all the aflemblies of the people with the children 
flie had by Antony, and there made bitter complaints of the 
cruel ufage fhe pretended they had received from one, who 
ought, with all the tendernefs of a father, to have protected 
them againft the infults of their enemies* Lucius, her bro- 
ther-in-law, joined her, giving out every-where, that Ofla- 
vianus had nothing elfe in view but to inflave Italy 9 deprive 
his collegue of all power, and make both the fenate and 
people or Rome fubfervient to his will. He pretended toad 
by the direction of, and in concert with, his brother, whofe 
chief and main concern, lie faid, was to prefer ve the republic 
from the tyranny of the proud, crafty, and ambitious Ottavia- 
nus. This diCagrecment between the young triumvir on one 
lide, and Lucius and Fulvia on the other, gave rife to two 
different factions, and rent the republic anew into parties. 
The repub- The veterans, who had ferved under Antony, and fuch of the 
lit rettta- Italians, as had been driven from their antient inheritances, 
new into f l{ j e <j w j tn Fulvia and Lucius. The friends of the late dicla- 
tiuo fa c - tOF ^ an a tno f e legionaries* who were fatisfied with the lands 
turns. fallen to their (hare, took party with OSfavianus ; fo that all 

Italy was in a flame, and threatened with a new war ready to 
break out within the very walls of Rome* where horrible dif- 
orders and cruel murders were daily committed, by the info- 
lent populace and ungovernable foldiery of the two oppofite 
factions. To complete the misfortunes of Rome and Italy^ 
a famine began to be felt all over the country, great part of 
the lands lying uncultivated ever fince the beginning of the 
civil war, the feas being befet with the enemy's fleets, and 
Sextus Por/ipeius holding Sicily* whence the continent, and 
efpecially the capital, was fupplied with corn. In this diftrefs 
Oclavuinus would fain have made up matters with Fuhia in 
an amicable manner ; but fhe would hearken only to the 
dictates of her own rcfentmenc and the infinuations of Ma- 
?iius, her luifband's agent, who allured her, that nothing 
Fulvia re- ^ ut a war cou |j f orcc yffjtony from the arms of Cleopatra, and 
tires from u r j ng n j m j nto f ta fy t fulvia followed the pernicious advice 
forms* a °* Manila, and, abandoning Rome, retired to Pr*nejle> a 
campat Clt y wnicn nad declared *° r ner * There, forgetting her feX, 

Pramcae. appeared with an helmet on her head and a fword by her 
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fide, affembled fome legions, harangued them, gave the pa- 
role, and performed all functions of a general. Oclavianus, 
fearing young Pompey might take advantage of the mi fun - 
derftanding between him and Fulvia, fent a deputation to the 
camp of Pratnefie^ exhorting the female general and her bro- 
ther-in-law, who, tho 7 conful, ferved in a manner as her fu- 
baltern, to lay afide all animofities, and aft in concert 
aeainft their common enemies. The deputies, who were 
all of the fenatorial order and common friends to the tri- 
umvirs, would have prevailed on Lucius to hearken to an 
accommodation, had he not been diverted from it by the 
implacable Fulvia and by JIAanius, whom Antony had ap- 
pointed to manage his affairs in Rome, during his abfence. 
He in a ftudicd fpeech accufed Oclavianus of unfair dealing 
with refpecT: to Antony, as if he defigned to engrofs the 
whole power of the triumvirate to himfelf, and reduce his 
collegue to the ftate of a private man, tho' the victory they 
had gained in the plains of Philippi was entirely owing to his 
valour : And what other view r faid he, can the ambitious Manius'i 
youth have in rewarding, as he has done, with lands and fpeech a- 
poffejftons thirty -four legions inflead of twenty- eight ? His only gainft Oc- 
aim is to form a flrong party for himfelf at the expence of in- tavianus. 
numerable unhappy wretches, who have been driven from thsir 
inheritances to make room for his private friends and parti fans, 
who had no /hare in the late vjar > and confequently no claim to 
rewards of any kind : for their fake he has over-run and plun- 
dered all Italy, not fparing even the temples of the gods. ffe 
is now raifing troops under pretence of making war upon Pom- 
pey ; but it is manifefl, he has fome thing elfe in view, which 
ought to give us umbrage, ftnee, in the prefent ft nation of 
affairs, that e pedition cannot fo much as be thought of for 
want of provijions and Jhipping. His real purpofe is, -without 
all doubt, to make himfelf formidable, and ufurp a tyrannical 
fewer, not only over the people and fenate, but even over 
bis colleges. If therefore he is fincerely difpofed to peace, 
let him dijband his troops, give an account of the immenfe fums 
which have pojjcd through his hands, and for the future 
ad m concert with thofe. who have nothing in view but the 
public good i». 

Oclavianus, upon the report of his deputies, finding a war Both tar ^ 
unavoidable, began co draw together his legions, as did like- ties pr e t>a~ r t 
w fe Lucius and Fulvia. In the mean time, feveral mani- /or war. * 
fcftoes and declarations were published by the oppofite parties, 

h App r an. ibid. Dio. I. xlviii. p. 399 360. Vei.l. Pater. 
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and fomc very {harp letters pa (Ted between Lucius and 0£ia~ 
vianus. The latter, feeing many of the veterans take partv 
with his enemies, difpatched an exprefs to Salvidientts , whom he 
had appointed his lieutenant in Spain , ordering hiin to haften 
into Italy with the fix legions under his command. Salvidi- 
inusj who had not yet reached Ins province, immedi- 
ately tuined hack, rcpaffed the Alps, and advanced with in- 
credible expedition into Ci [alpine Gaul to join OftavianuS) 
who had left the capital and was afTemblinp; his tones 
in th.it province- Caius J Jim us Pollio and Publius Vtn- 
tidius, two of Lucius* s lieutenants, who were in camped 
at the foot of the Alps* followed Salvidienus, bar railing him 
on his march, and cutting off his convoys, hy which 
means the- reduced him to great flraits. At the fime 
time, Lucius? having aflembleJ a confideruble body of 
troop*, advanced to meet Salvidienus and attack him in 
Salvidie- front, while his two lieutenants fell upon his rear. By 
nu: , one eAthis means, O&avianus's lieutenant muft inevitably have 
O&avia- ^en cut off with all his men, hud not Vipjanius Agrippa 
nus j w ith a choice body of veterans come feafonahly to his relief, 
tenants, and , pofting himfelf between him and Lucius, attacked the 
9 ite/ da Qlt Y °^ Natrium. As the inhabitants of that place had figna- 
° cr hy A- their attachment to the in te re ft of Lucius, he fkwto 

erippa. their afHltance, which gave Salvidienus an opportunity of 

j .ining Agrippa, and fcizing with him, after he had taken 
Sutrium by affiulr, all the pafTcs and defiles leading to the 
two camps of Pollio and Fentidius, Lucius, after having at- 
tempted in vain to open himfelf a way fword in hand, rc- 
folvcd to retire into the city of Perujia, and wait there, as 
in a place of fafety, for the arrival of his two lieutenants. 
But Agrippa and Salvidienus , following him clofe, inverted 
the place, before he had time to refieft on the (Linger, to 
Lucius which he cxpofed himfelf and his troops. Oclavianus was 
^'' ton ' us no fooner informed of the had fir nation of Lucius, than he 

p'enfila "' ^ ew tC> ^ €rv f l/ - i< * anu " ' n concert with hu two lieutenants car- 
ried on the liege with great vigour ; hut as he found it tin- 
pofliide to taLe hy «i (fault fo (hong a place, gaiifoned by a 
whole army-, he rcfolved to reduce it by famine ; and with 
this view furrounded it with a hue of circumvallation fifty fix 
furloivi* m compafs. From his camp he drew lines quite to 
the Tibtr, which he ft lengthened with rampaits, and flanked 
with towers at equal diftances, that is about fixity loot horn 
one another. Thefe towers he filled with archeis, (lingers, 

i v 

and all forts of engines to prevent the enemy from receiving 

anv convoy 1 * hy water. Lucius, on his fide, was continually 

ban ailing the workmen and the legions that covered thun 

with 
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with brifk Tallies, in which his men, who were for the moft 
part gladiators, had all the advantage. In one* of thefe fil- 
lies OJf avian us him felt narrowly efv-aped falling into the ene- 
my's hands. In the mean time, Fulvia detached from hc-r 
camp at Pranrjis L. Man at i us Plan*: us with a numerous body 
of chofen troops, ordering him to join Ventidius and P il:o 7 
and with t 1 eir united forces oblige the enemy either to ven- 
ture a battle, or raife the fiege. Plancus^ iu fpite of Jgrippa 
and Sa/viJit'nxSj whom Oftavianus detached againft him, 
joined Pent idi us and Pollio, and together w ith them advanced 
as far as Fulginium y within a hundred and (ixty furlongs of 
Peru/ia. Lucius was overjoyed at their approach, which 
they took care to fignify to him by fires in the night and other 
fignals. He did not in the leaft doubt, but they would exert 
their utmoft endeavours, and make fome great pufh for his 
relief. And fuch indeed was their defign; but P/anczts, after Lucius / 
having viewed the advantageous fituation of the enemy, de- g*** r *h 
clared, that they could not attempt the relief of the place *'*! r . °' 
without expofing their troops, for which they were refpon- r ^ m 
fible to Jnto/'y, to the greareft dangers. His opinion prevailed, 
and as none of them approved of Lucius 9 s condudt, who had 
thus rafhly engaged in a war without his brother's knowledge, 
they retired, leaving their general and his troops in the ut- 
moft defpair. As the befieged were already reduced to the 
greateft extremity for want of provifions, they made a defpe- 
rate fally, but were driven back into the city, after having 
fought with unparallelled bravery from nine at night till the 
next morning. Lucius being determined to hold out to the 
Jaft, took an inventory of all the provifions in the place, 
which he daily meafured out fparingly to the foldiers and in- 
habitants of free condition, but allowed none to the flaves and 
fervants of the army, though he kept them at the fame time 
within the city, and had them narrowly watched, left they 
mould acquaint the enemy with the miferable condition to 
which the garifon was reduced. This was fentencing an in- The cruelty 
finite number of innocent men to a moft cruel death \ a piece °f Lucius 
of inhumanity hardly to be matched in hiftury ! The unhappy *° eLva, ' a ' s 
wretches, reduced to this defperate condition, wandered a''uut *" 
the works in queft of herbs, grafs, and roots, fome of them 
even feeding upon their own ordure and the flefh of their dead 
companions. At length the foldiers themfelves, no longer 
ahle to bear the famine, with which they were daily more and 
more pinched, begged leave ( f Lucius to make a general falJy, 
chiding rather ro uie, like b/av.- mm fword in hand, than to 
live under the miferies they en lured. The general approved 
of their choice j telling them, chat they had nothing to de- 
pend 
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pend upon but their own valour, and that in their prefcat 
fTbe ?arr- circurnitancca chey muft either conquer or die. They rcfol vcd 
fan itduced therefore to make a defperate pufh, and Tally out by break 
to great 0 f day, to avoiJ the diforders that might happen in the dark. 
akJa Accordingly, having firft provided a great number of fpades, 



defperau ^°°^ s ' fcaJing ladders, and all forts of neccflary tools to break 
/ally. down the wall, with which Qfiavianus had iiiclofed the city, 

as foon as day be^an to appear, they rufhed out like fa mi (bed 
tigers, cut in pieces the enemy's advanced guards, filled the 
ditch in an inftant, plucked up the palifudcs, and began to 
undermine the wail, while the rolling towers, which they had 
prepared for that purpofe, and filled with aicliei* and dart- 
men, difcharged mowers of darts and arrows upon the enemy. 
The ground was immediately covered with dead bodies, and 
nothing was heard hut groans and cries of dying men. Ocla- 
vianus's fbldiers made a dreadful fmvock of the aggreflor^ 
their machines playing inceilantly upon them from the ram- 
parrs, and overwhelming them with ftiowers of arrows, darts, 
Their gal- ftoncs, c5c. But though many of them fell, the reft, not lb 
lint btb a- much afraid of death as of famine, continued fighting with 
<vionr. an amazing refutation, and climbing up the wall, in fpite of 

all opposition, drove the enemy from their potts. The dif- 
pute continued many hours with an obftinacy and fury haidly 
to be expreffed, and Lucius' s men, though they fought with 
all the difadvantage imaginable, would have gained a complete 
victory, had the forces been equal ; but Oftavianus\ troops 
being far more numerous, and confrantly relieved with frefh 
fupplies, the befieged weakened with hunger, overpowered 
with numbers, and quite (pent with the length of the combat, 
were in the end driven from off the wall. Tbefe gailant men, 
though ftunned with their fall, ftill ftrove to climb up again, 
encouraging with their words and geftures their companions, 
who had not yet given ground. At length Lucius^ (urprited 
at fuch extraordinary valour and fidelity, and knowing that 
their courage only ferved to deftroy them, commanded a re- 
treat to be founded. Hereupon Oclavianus's men gave hud 
fhouts of joy, ftrilcing, according to the cuftom of the Ko- 
marts , when they had gained a victory, their f words againit 
their bucklers. This thofe brave men looked upon as an m- 
fult, and therefore getting together the few laddeis that re- 
mained, they returned to the charge with new fury ; and it 
was with the utmoft difficulty, and not without tears, that 
Lucius prevailed upon them to retreat. O&ttvianui that night 
doubled his guards, and difpoled feveral bodies of troops on 

the ramoarts in fuch manner, that they could eafily relieve 

each 
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each other in cafe of a fudden attack, which he appre- 
hended 

Lucius, finding himfelf reduced to the urmoft ex'rernity Lucius re- 
without any hopes of relief, refolved at length to capitulate, ,0,:ves ta 
and by that means five the lives of fo many brave men. Ac- ta P* tu l ate * 
cordingly he difparched tiiree of the chief officers of his army 
to treat with Oclavianus in his name. The crafty general 
received the deputies in a very polite and obliging 
and returned this anlwer to their propofals, that he willingly 
pardoned all thofe who had ferved under Antony agair.fi the 
murdeiers of his father, but as for the othars, he infified upon 
their furrendering at difcretion. Thus he fpoke to the de- 
puties in common, but afterwards taking Furnius^ one of 
them, aiidc, he told him, that he intended to extend his mercy 
to the whole army, a few only excepted, who out of hatred 
to him had been the occafion of all thefe diforders. Upon 
the report of the deputies many illuftrious Romans^ who had 
been always deel ired enemies to the triumvirate, fearing to 
fail into the hands of Ofiavianus, with whofe cruel and in- 
human temper they were well acquainted, exhorted Lucius 
to infill: on the (dt'ety of all, and not to furrender upon any 
oilier terms. Lucius touched with companion for fo many 
brave men, whom he well knew OcJavianus, if it were left to 
him, would facritice to his revenge refolved to go out in perfon, 
and, putting himfelf into the young conqueror's hands, intercede Goes in 
for his unhappy followers. Oflavianus leceivedhim with great perfon to 
marks of efreem and afteclion, and prumifed, out of the treat 
regard he owed to him and his brother, impunity to alJ who 0 ^ av ' a - 
had taken part with him, on condition they furrendered with- uus * 
out further refinance, and put him in poflelfion of the city. 
Lucius^ depending on OcJavianus's promiie, ordered his men 
ro inarch out the next day, and acknowledge the young con- 
queror for their general ; which they did accordingly, and 
were incorporated into his troops. As for the inhabitants of 
Peru/in, who had ihewn an inviolable attachment to Lucius , 
he ordered thofe who compofed the fenate or council of the 
city, to be brought before him in chains, and fentenced 
them all to die, contrary to the articles of agreement and 
die promife he had made. Some of thofe unhappy men 
pleaded innocence, others begged mercy ; but they had nil 
"tie and the fame anfwer, Moriendum eft y you 7nuft all d.s. 
Accordingly, they were, to the number of three hundred, by ^ ^ 
disorders carried in chains to an altar raifed to Julius Car/hr. j, 
*nu there inhumanly butchered, as victims to his manes, on e ~ur/n of 

O "Uvia- 
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the ides of March^ the anniverfary of his death. With them 
were facrificed by the barbarous tyrant, Caius Flavins, Clo- 
dias BithynicuSy and Canutius, three illuftnous fenator* of 
Rome* and zealous defenders of their antient liberties. The 
city itfelf he delivered up to the luft and plunder of his foldicrs ; 
but one Cejlius, furnamed Macedonicus from his having 
ferved a long time in Afacedon, not caring to outline the 
ruin of his country and the miferies of his fellow-citizens, by 
fetting fire to his own houfe, occasioned the tocal deftrudtion 
of that antient and once powerful city. For, a high wind 
arifing, the flames fprcad from houfe to houfe, and burnt 
with fuch violence, that in a very fliort time the whole city 
was laid in allies. Such was the end of this unhappy war, 
commonly called the war of Perujia. As for Pollio, Venti- 
dius, Plancus, and the other commanders of Antony , though 
they had Mill thirteen legions and fifteen hundred horfe, they 
•all withdrew, and took refuge in the maritime cities, wait- 
ing there for fuccours from Antony ; but Otlavianus purfuing 
them, A/in i us Pollio went on board the fleet commanded by 
Domitius Ahenobarbus, Brutus 's admiral, carrying with him 
feven legions. Plancus^ being purfued clofc by Agr'ippa, a- 
bandoned the two legions he commanded, and went to join 
Fulvia at Pranejle. Thelegions went over to Agr'ippa, but 
Plancus together with Fulvia fled from Pranefte to Putecli, 
and from thence to Brundufium, where they both im bar qued 
and puffed over into Macedon. The other commanders made 
rheir cfcape into Sicily, where they were kindly received by 
Sextos Pornpcius, who, had lie not been of a flothful and in- 
dolent temper, might have improved thefe divifions to his ad- 
vantage, and with great eafe made himfelf mafter of all Ital). 
For Statins Murcus, falling out with Domitius Abenobarbus, 
the other republican admiral, had joined him with two com- 
plete legions and twenty four fhips, carrying with him im- 
menfe funis, which he had extorted from the 
of ji/ia, Befidcs, he had received a llrong 
from Cepbaleniu, confift ng of veterans who had efcaped from 
the battle of Philippi. But the indolent Pomfey, though in 
condition to invade Italy andcrufli the parts' of the triumvirs 
there, contented himfelf with ravaging the coafts, adting 
therein more like a pirate than a general u . 

And now the other officers, who had ferved under Lucius, 
Iv-ing dnven with their toices out of Italy, Tiberius Claudius 
Nero, at the heaJ of a few veterans and a great number of 
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{laves, whom he had drawn together by promifing sherry 
their liberty, undertook to maintain the intereft, and fupport 
the ruined party, of Lucius, in the neighbourhood of Naples* 
Tiberius was defcended from one of the moll illuftrious fami- 
lies of Rome, and had been honoured with great employments 
by Julius C<c/ar, who had a particular efteem for him. He 
had been his quseftor, and commanded his fleet in the war of 
Alexandria, when he diftinguifhed himfelf on many occalions 
in a very eminent manner. He was afterwards created prae- 
tor, and raifed to the high (ration of pontifex; maximus. But 
notwithstanding all the favours he had received at Crfar's 
hands, after his death he was not only for granting a general 
pardon to the co,nfpirators, but exhorted the confuls to re- 
ward them, as the deliverers of their country and the avengers 
of their opprefTed liberty. He had by a timeiy flight avoided 
the fury of the profcription, and, fiding with Lucius at the 
beginning of this war, had fhut himfelf up with him in the 
city of Perufta, whence he four\d means to make his efcapc 
into Campania , where he raifed the army we mentioned 
above. But his raw and undifciplined troops being frightened Being a- 
at the approach of Octavianus's victorious army, they imme- basoned 
diately difperfed, abandoning their general to the mercy of his fy his 
cruel and implacable enemy. Tiberius thus deferted by his troops re- 
forces, fled in difguife with his wife Livia and his fonTiberius^ tires ™ it;j 
not yet two years old, to the fea-fide, hoping he fhould find his ™ff 
there fome vefTel to convey him over to Sicily. Livia was §"J^J a n ' f ° 
the daughter of Livius Drufns Claudianus, who was killed in ' 1 V ' 
the battle of Philippic fighting for Brutus and Cajfius. Li- 
vius was defcended from the Claudia n family, whence he had 
the name of Claudianns ; but his branch had been long fince 
adopted into the Livian family. The only pcrfon of diftinc- 
tion, who followed Tiberius and Livia in their flight, was 
Lotus Peileius, the grand- father of the famous hiftoiian fr'cl- 
leius Paterculus, who had ferved with great reputation in the 
armies of Pompey and Brutus. But his great age and infirmi- 
ties not fuffering him to attend them over into Sicily * partly 
out of grief in parting with them, and partly through fear of 
filing into the hands of the mcrcWdfs Ofiavian us, he put an 
end to his life with his own fword, and by that means pre- 
vented the vengeance of the bloody tyrant. As for Tiberius 
and Livia, Oclavianus purfued them clofe ; hut they, after 
having c leaped a thoufund dangers, attended only by one do- 
mcftic, found a finall boat, which conveyed tlum over into 
Sicily. And here we cannot help reflect. ng with Velleius 
Paterculus on the ft range turns of foituti-*, which ought to 
teach us, that as to future events our fears a e ufcen as ground- 
Vox.. XIII. F f left 
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lefs as our Iiopes. Li via was flying from an enemy, whofe 
affedtions fhe was one day to gain and maintain to the hour of 
his death -> and the infant fhe carried in her arms was to fuc- 
ceed OcJavianus? and after him rule the Roman empire with 
an abfolute fway. Tiberius's troops being difperlcJ, and lie 
TV rr?y 0/" fled, G&avianus returned to Rome, which he entered in 
/ > il ar of triumphant robes, and crowned with laurel. Public feafts 
jVrufia were celebrated for feveral days together, and it was enacted 

t ^Flood ^ a ^ ecreeo ^ tne ^ cnate an ^ people, that whenever any general 

9 Jhould for the future merit a triumph , Odtavianus Jhould have 
>■ - a Jhore in his honour 

Chnif^r. While C^r Oto/<7w«j wis making wir in Italy with 
0/ Korne, Lucius, and fcttling his affairs there witli all the fkill and ad- 

drefs of an able politician, Antony was palling his time inglo- 
rioufly at Alexandria, thinking of nothing but the enjoyment 
of thofe pleafures and diverfions with which the queen enter- 
tained him, every day heightening the relifh of them by the 
charms of novelty (D). But, in the mean time, all Syria 

and 



r»3- 
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(D) The poets have not given to Omphale. queen of Lydia^z 
greater afcendant over Hercules* than hiltory gives to the fair E- 
gyptian queen over Antony. Likeafecond Hercules* from a rough 
lb>dier and formidable conqueror, he became the (lave of a be- 
witching woman, and the laughing ftock not of Egypt only, but of 
all the nations who had any knowledge of the Roman name. Out 
pf complaifance to his admired idol, he exchanged the Roman for 
the Greek drefs, piquing himfelf upon appearing among the effe- 
minate Afiatics, who cotnpofed the queen's court, as one of them. 
.Laying afide all other bufmeis, be was fo'ely intent on pleafin£and 
diverting Cleopatra* who "never left him rsi^ht nor day ; fhe played 
at dice with hini. drank with him, hunted with him, and when he 
thought fit to exercife fhe few troops lie had with him, which he 
did more for her diverfian than their improvement, fhe wa«? always 
by him. Nothing was talked of at court hut feaits, fhow>, re- 
vels, csfc. Mirth, jollity, and p'eafure*, had banifhed all bufincK 
all fcrious thoughts. They gave their way of living a particular 
name, calling it the inimitable life. They treated one another h\ 
turns, on which oecaiion their expenecs were beyond all meaiure 
Plutarch gives us two iutlanccs of Antony's extravagance, which he 
learned of his grandfather Lamprias. who had them from one 
Philotat % a phyfician of AmpbyJJa Pbilotas, being acquaint*, 
with one of Antony** cooks, was invited by him to fee what fumo- 
tuom preparations he was making for fupper. Coming into rhe 
kitchen, he was furprifed at the prodigious variety of c lie mort 

icatcc and expcnfive things ; but nothing ftruck him 10 much as the 

fight 
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and Pale/tine being grievoufly oppreffed with the taxes that 
were i.npofcd upon diem, the Aradians killed thofe who 

were 

fight of eight wild boars roafting intire ; Surely, faid he, You have 
a great number of guefls ; but the cook, laughing at his /implicit v, 
There are not above twelve guefls, replied h* ; but every dijh muft be 
Jernted up jujl roafled to a turn* and if any thing is but one minute ill- 
timed* it is fpoilt ; for, added he, may be Antony will /up juft now, 
ma/ be not this hour, may be not thefe tvuo hours, becaufe be may per- 
haps have a mind to fpend fome time in drinking , or talking ; fo that not 
one but many /uppers muji be had in readinefs, it not being eafy to guefs 
at his hour. The fame Philotas related, that being afterwards in 
the fervice of Antonyms eldeft fon by Fulvia, and admitted witii 
other domeltics of a better rank to his table, when the young man 
did not dine with his father, it happened, that another phyfician. 
full of argument and noife, difturbed and tired the company with 
the impertinence of his talk;:. Philotas* no longer able to bear the 
empiric, put this fophiltical fyllogifm to him ; 'There is fome kind of 
fever* wherein cold water is good ; every one who has a fever has 
jome kind of f ever ; therefore cold water is good for all tbofe who have 
fevers. This ibphifm quite filenced the quack ; at which young 
Antony was fo pleaied, that addrefling himfelf to Philotas^ and 
pointing to a fide-board covered with rich plate, Philotas, faid he. 
all that is yours. Philotas thanked him for his good will, but could 
not conceive that the young man had a power of difpofing of things 
to that value. He therefore went home without fo much as think- 
ing of the prefent. But he was very much furprifed, when foon 
after his departure he faw all the plate brought home to his houfe 
by flaves followed by an officer of young Antony 9 who defired him 
to put his mark upon them. Philotas excufed himfelf, fearing to 
accept from a young man a prefent of fo great a value. But the 
officer, who brought ir, What ails the man ? faid he, don't you know 
that he, who makes you thii prefent, is Antony*/ Ion, who could very 
well fpare it, were it all gold P But if you will be adztifed by me 
I would counfel you to accept of the value in money ; for amontr the 
plate there may he Jome pieces of antiquity, or the work of fome famous 
majier, fur which Antony may bavt a particular efleem. 

But to return to Cleopatra ; (he was daily contriving new diver- 
fions for Antony * entertainment ; and the moft inconfiderable trifles, 
when managed by her, icceivcd fuchan air as made them agreeable 
divcrfions. They often rami) led about the rtreets in the night, 
hand in hand, Cleopatra drefted like an ordinary woman, and An- 
tony like a flavc, and in that difguife entering the public houle* 
mixed with the mob. Cleopatra took great delight in thefe expe- 
ditions, as they gave her room to difplay her wit and humour \,\ 
retorting the coarfe rai'lcry of the vulgar, and relating her adven- 
tures vv Inch (he did with an unparallelled grace. They frequently 

met with rou&h Lrearmcnt, and fometimcs with blows. This kind 

1'" t 2 ui 
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were fent to gather them ; and, thereupon, joining the Pal- 
myrenians and feveral petty princes of Syria, called in the 
Part hi an which put the whole country into the utinoft con- 
fufion. For the Parthians on this invitation palling the Eu- 
phrates under the command of Pacorus, their king's fon, 
and Lahienus a Roman general (E), overcame in a pitched 
battle Saxa, Antony's lieutenant in Syria, and forced him to 
take refuge in Cilia' a. After this victory the two generals 
divided their army : Labicnus with one part of it purfued 
kbe Pai- Saxa into Cilicia, where he flew him, defeated his army, 
thians o- over-ran all Afia Afiinor^ and, forcing Antony** lieutenants 
njer ran to make their efcape into the iflands, brought all places un- 
Syria, and der him as far as the Hellespont and the ALgean fea. At the 
gain great fame time, Pacorus, with the other part of the army, re- 
advanta- (j UC ed all Syria and P been ice as far as Tyre, which city alone 
ges over ^ held out againft him, the remains of the Roman forces in 
Antony'/ ^at country having got thither before hirri *. An account 

lieutenants ♦ 
there. 

* Dio. Appian. ibid. & in Parthicis. Flor. 1. iv. c. 9. 
Epic. JLiv. I. exxvii. Plot, in Anton. Joseph, antiq. I. 
xiv. c. 23. 

of behaviour, highly unbecoming a queen and a Roman magiftrate, 
a genera land a conqueror, who was at this time forty and upwards; 
feemed very ftrange to, the graver and better foic of people; bat 
the populace were highly pleafed with their frolics, faying of Ah' 
tony, that they had great obligations to him, for (hewing them his 
comical countenance, and refer ving his tragical one for the Rotnanu 
Of Antony" 6 other follies, efpecially of the pleafant adventure that 
happened to him, while he wa6 angling with Cleopatra, we have 
fpoke in our hiftory of "Egypt (86). 

(E) This Labienm was the fon of Titus Lahienus , who had beea 
deforms lieutenant in Caul, and one of his moil intimate friends ; 
but afterwards going over to Pompey, he became one of his mdft 
inveterate enemies, and was flain fighting againft him in the battle 
of Munda{87). His fon, purfuing the fame intereft, was fent by 
Brutus and Cajfius, a little before the battle of Philippi, in quali- 
ty of embaffador to the Parthian king to folicit his affiftance for 
that war ; and was at the Parthian court, when the battle happen- 
ed ; by the ill fuccefa of which being difcouraged from returning, 
he continued in that country, and having prevailed with king 0- 
rodes to undertake this war, he was fent with Pacorus, the king's' 
ion, to command under him (88). 



(86) Vol. IX. p. 158. (Zj) Gr/ comment. & Plut.in' 

Vafi (Z8J Dio. /. xtviii, p. 371. Flor. L iv. c. 9. Veil. 

Pattrcul, /. it. c. 78. 
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W rhe r e fuccefils was brought to Antony at Alexandria, and 
•at the lame time news or" the ill ftate of his affairs in Italy* 
and of the unfuccefsful war which his brother Lucius hail waged 
there with Q&uvfanus* Hereupon recovering, as it were, 
trom a drunken fit, he refolved at length to leave Cleopatra, 
and march forthwith againft the Parthians. With this view- 
having got together two hundred fliips, he failed to Tyr+% 
but finding, on his putting in there, all the country round in 
the hands of the enemy, and receiving at the fame time moil 
lamentable letters from Fuhia, he changed his mind, and 
refolved to pott pone the war with the Partitions, and fail 
direaiv to Italy. Accordingly, he left Tyrc> after having re- Antony 
inforccd the garifon of that place ; and, fading by the ifhnds refolds to 
of Cyprus and Rhodes, arrived at Athens, where he met Ful- retu ™ to 
via, whom he highly blamed as the chief caufe of the late Ita >'- 
diforders. In this city he received certain advice, that O&a- 
vianus had made himfelf mafter of Tranfalpine Gaul, and 
farted the fon of Calenusi after the death of his father, to 
deliver up to him eleven legions, 1 which he commanded in 
that province. As Tranfalpine Gaul had been, by a private 
agreement between the two triumvirs after the battle of 
Pbilippi, ykld^ to Anton}, he looke-i upon fuch a proceed- 
s—as an open declaration of war ; and therefore putting to 
without loTs of time, fet fail for Italy, without (hewing 
the leaft concern for Fuhia, whom he left fick at Sicyon. 
This neglect and (corn completed what his infidelity had be- The death 
gun ; for fhe died in that city foon after her hufband's de- of Pulvia. 
parture. Antony in c roiling the Ionian fea was met by Do- 
mitius Abenobarbus, the republican admiral, who, inftead of 
oppofing him, came on board his galley, and delivered up 
to him the command of his fleet, being induced thereunto by 
Afmius Pollio, who had fled from Italy, as we have related 
above, after the furrender of Perufia, and taken refuge on 
board Dbmirius's fleet (F). The two fleets thus joined 

came 

(FJ Appian tells us, that Antony \ meeting foomitiu* in the To- 
nian fea, drew up "his fleet in line of battle, and advanced in per- 
fon again ft him with five galleys only. Plancus^ who was then 
with Antow, did hot approve of his conduct, telling him, tha: 
bomitius, who had a fleet much more powerful than his, would 
neither I lib in it, nor ever be reconciled, to him. Jtntony % without 
hearkening to hi* reafons, advanced boldly, and, as he drew 
near, one of his guards, who flbod on the prow of his gral!cy, 
cried otit to Oominui to llrikc 1m fl.ig to the triumvir, who wu 
of a higher rank than he At thele words the republican admiral. 
6 if he had been thunder-ilruck, lubmitted to the (amnions i-\ 
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Antony came to an anchor on the coaft of Epirus, and from thence 
arrives in f e t fail for Brundufium. In this city O&avianus had five l c - 
Italy, and gions, which (hut the gates againft Antony , refufmg admit- 
fi e g e ance, not to him, they faid, but to Domitius^ who was Oc- 
to Brun- tavianas's declared enemy. Upon this refufal Antony imtne- 
duuum. ^iately blocked up the place, and at the fame time difpatch- 

ed one of his officers to Pornpey in Sicily, inviting chat ge- 
neral to join inrereft with him againft Oftavianus* .:nd invade 
Italy. Pompey came readily into the propufal, made a ue- 
fcent, took feveral cities on the coaft, while Antony purfucd 
the fiege of Brunduftum with great vigour. Hereupon OeJa- 
vianus, having drawn together his legions, and detached 
Agrippa with a confidcrable body againft Pcmpey y marched 
with the reft to the relief of the befieged city. But his ve- 
terans refuting to draw their fwords againft: Antony, he was 
obliged to hearken to an accommodation, which at length 
Oclavia- was brought about by the iaterpbfition and management of 
us and Cocceius^ Pollio, and the famous Aiacenas (G). This dan- 



Antony 

come to an 



gerous 



agreement. luted AntQKy as his genera ^ an d f 

coming on board his galley, 
delivered up to him the command of his fleet. This event is thus 
related by Appian ; but we have chofe to follow Ve Ileitis, who tells 
us with more appearance of truth, that Pollio had before-hand 
engaged Domitius to take party with Antony, by which fignal 
piece of fervice he acquitted himfelf of the many obligatioro he 
owed him. To perpetuate the memory of this remarkable e- 
vent, Antony caufed a medal to be (truck, or rather a piece of 
money to be coined, which is (till to be feen, with the triumvir't 
head, and on the reverfe the prow of a (hip with the names of 
the two generals. 

Caim Ciinius M<ecenas, well known from the verfes of Vh* 
gil and Horace, wag defcended from the antient kings of Hetruria, 
but contented himfelf with the degree of a Roman knight. The 
Cilnian family was, according to Li*vy f 89), one of the mod H- 
luftrious of Heiruria- As for the (urname of Maecenas, it wa* 
probably borrowed from fome place belonging to the family ; 
at leaft Varro tells us, that all the Latin names ending in as denote 
fome place. Pliny fpeaks of the wines of M<rcettatium t and ranb 
them among the beft of Italy : C<efenatia <vina 9 fays he, & A/<f- 
ctnatia (90). This illuilrious Roman was a man of great polite- 
nefb and generofity, which towards men of letters knew no bounds, 
whence thofc, who ever fince his time have fet up for encourages 
of learning, have in all ages been honoured with his name. 
Sint At actuates, non deerunt. Plaice, A tar ones, fays Martial. Bu^ 
M<scenas was not only a generous patron to the learned ; he wa* 

(89) Li<v 9 /. x. (90) Plin. L xiv. c. 6. 
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serous breach being made up, and all paft offences and af- 
fronts mutually forgiven, the foldiers of the two armies, to 
make the frienJfhip of their generals more lafting, defired it 
might be ccmemtrd with the ties of blood, and propofed a 
match between Antony and O flavin nut's fifler O&avia, who 
was lately become a widow by the death of Alarcellus. Oc- 
tavianus had a great veneration and tendernofs for his iifter ; 
and to do her juftice, none of her fex ever had a better 
claim to the efteem and veneration of mankind. For tho' 
Die excelled all the women of her age, Cleopatra herfelf not 
excepted, in beauty, yet the charms of her perfon were far 
inferior to thofe of her mind. Though the queen of Egypt 
had fo large a (hare in Antonys heart, yet th- match was no 
fooner propofed to him, than he agreed to it with unexprcf- 
lible fatisfadlion, at leafc in appearance. After this the two 
triumvirs had an interview, in which, after mutual embraces 
and promifes of lafting friendfhip, they came to a new parti- tf^^- 
tion of the Ro?nan empire ; by virtue whereof Codropo- ^ide the 
/iV(H), a town of Illyricum, was to be the boundary of Roman 

their dominion -x, 



himfelf thoroughly acquainted with all the branches of polite li- 
terature, and would have proved an excellent orator, had he not 
been given too much to his pleafures. Ingeniofus njir ille futi* 
fays Seneca of him (,91), magnum exemplum Roman ts eloquent i«e data- 
rus, ni ft ilium ener*va]fet felicitate imo cafirajfet ; and el few here C92), 
Habuit MfZcenai grande & virile itrgenium f niji ipfe illud difcinxif- 
fit. After the battle of PbiJifpi he interceded with Qela<vianus in 
favmr of Horace* and obtained his pardon, though he had ferved 
under Brutus in quality of legionary tribune He protected Vir- 
1%U and by his interelt got his farm reftorcd to him, which Otla- 
vianus y s foldiers had fcized. He was one of Auguftus** chief fa- 
vourite?, and ferved him to the laft with the utmoll fidelity. He 
was a man of great penetration and addrefs in managing the moil 
difficult affairs ; but liked his pleafures too much to engage 
in bufmefs, when he could decline it without difguiHng his maf- 
ier, the gaining of whofe favour was the height of his am- 
bition. Several writers, especially Jwvenal and Seneca \ reproach 
him, and not undefervedly, with luxury, [indolence, and effemina- 
cy. But of this truly generous and bountiful patron of learning, 
Meibomius has wrote an intire volume under the title of M tree- 
nail to which we refer our readers. 

(*~U This city is called by Appian Seodra, the fituation 
whereof agrees with that of Cadropolis. Scodra* now known to 
til* Turks by the. name of Rfeodar, and to the Italians by that of 
Scutari, was anciently the capital of the country of the Labea* 



(91 1 Senec. eplft '. 19. (92) Idem, epi/I. 92. 
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their dominions ; all from that place weft ward was allot- 
ted to O&avianus, and all eaftward to Antony • fo tliat the 
former had Dalmatla y the two Gauls, Spain, and Sardinia^ 
and the latter all the eaftern provinces quite to the Euphrates, 
Africa was left to Lepidus, who had been fcnt by Ottauianus 
with fix legions into that provincefome time before tl»e arrival 
of Antony. It was agreed, that Antony lhould rmke war gpoa 
the Partbians, ami Ocfavianus upon Pompcy, it he refufed to 
fubmit to realonable conditions. Italy was left common to both 
the triumviis for the railing of forces wherewithal to carry on 
thefe wars. To thefe conditions Antony added, that Gttavi- 
anus fhould pardon Domitius Ahenobarbus, atul hktwlfe all 
thofe who had borne arms againft him in the war of Peru- 
fia. The two generals thus reconciled marched together to 
Rome, where the marriage between Antony and the incompa- 
Antony rable Oct a<vi<i was (oiemnized with the tumult pomp and mag- 
Otiravra raficence. When the ceremony was over, Antony, to give 
O-ravi i* Oftaui/intiS an undeniable proof of the finceriry of his inten- 
rta^>fijhr tXQn --> difcovered to him, that Salyidienus (I), one of his- 

lieutenant 1 ?, had offered him his troops and hi* Service, when 
Octavi.mus fent him into Spain, and that he had repeated the 
lame offer at Br undufium. Hereupon Octavianus accufed him. 

its, a. people of Bhricum* and is at pre fen t die chief city of A\~ 
hania. Ft Hands on the river Drilo, now the Drino 9 about fix \y„ 
miles eail of Ragufa. This city, which was the bulwark of. 
Hlyrrcttm on the fide of Macedon % and looked upon as one .of. 
the belt fortified and moft inaccelEble cities in the world, is of- 
ten mentioned by Litry, and the other Roman writers who 
oive an account of the war between the republic and Gentius 
king of lllyriaim. Florus was certainly millaken, when he 
p'aced Seodra in Macedon, and fly led it the metropolis of that 
kingdom 

([) S/)/nn\{ienxts was the fon of a poor peafant, and' fpent his youth 
hi looking after cattle. While he was thus meanly employed, his 
nead one day appeared to his companions, as if all ina fl ime. This 
he looked upon as a prognortic of fome extraordinary good fortune, 
and therefore foon after . tilled himfelf in the army, where by his 
valour he rofe to the higheft ports. He attended C&far in moll of 
his wars, and as he had on all occafions dillinguimed himfelf ina 
very eminent manner, the dictator had named him one of the con- 
fuls, who were to govern the republic in his abfence, though SaU 
vidimus had not yet been admitted into the fenate. Upon the dic- 
tator's death, he out of gratitude fided with his fon Oc7fi*viantn, 
and had a great iharc in all his victories. But afterwards, think- 
ing OHa-vianus did not reward him according to his delerts he of- 
fered \\\> fervice to Antony , who, by bafcly bet caving hi in, was the 
occaiion of his death. 

of 
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of treachery before the fen ace, who declared him an enemy 
to the people of Rome, fencenced hirn to death, and ordered 
thanks ro be public!/ returned to the gods for the difcovcry 
of the treafon. Ar the fame time, Manius, of whom we 
have fpoke above, was by Antony* % orders put to death, as 
having been the chief author of the late difturbances m . 

In the mean t:me, Pompey, who was mafter at fca, keep- 
ing all the ports of Italy blocked up with his numerous fleets, 
Rome was reduced to the utmoft extremity for want of provi- Rome in 
fions, efpecially of corn, which was become fo dear, that the great dif- 
people were ready to ftarve. Hereupon Antony pre/Ted his trefs for 
collegue either to come to an accommodation with Pompey , want of 
or oblige him by a vigorous war to recall his fleets, and leave corn. 
the fea open for trade and navigation. Octavianus was more 
inclined to war, Pompey having lately taken from him the 
iflands of Sardinia and Corfica \ but as he wanted money to 
carry it on, with Antony's approbation he laid two taxes on 
all the inhabitants of Rome and Italy* the one of four drach- 
mas and a half for every flave, the other on all legacies. 
This fo provoked the. populace, already pinched with hunger, ^ g . 
that they rofe in oppontion to thefe edi&s, aflaulted Octavia- rj / e 
nus in the forum, and would have torn him to pieces, had not 
Antony haftened to his afliftance with a body of troops, which 
was incamped at the gates of the city. The rabble was foon 
difperfed, and feveral of them killed, and their bodies thrown 
into the Tiber ; but, as the famine ftill continued, the popu- 
lace, notwithftanding the punifhment of a few, grew daily 
more outrageous. Antony therefore, fearing a general infur- tr ^ ttm 
re£tion, wrote to Lucius Scribonius Libo, who was then in rv f rs 
Sicily with Pompey his fon-in-law, inviting him to Rome m to come to 
treat there of an accommodation between Oct qui anus. Pom- an accom- 
pey y and himfelf. Pompey was overjoyed at this propofal, as modation 
was alfo Statius Marcus ; but Menas y whom fome writers uoitb Pom - 
call Menodorus, one of Pompey 1 3 infranchifed flaves, and a P c y- 
fca-oificer of great experience and bravery, not only oppofed 
it, but with groundlefs infinuations intirely cftranged Pompey 
from Murcus, who prefled him with great earneftnefs to make 
up all differences with the triumvirs, and reftore Italy to its 
former tranquillity. Hereupon Atiurcus retired to Syracufe y 
where he was murdered by fome' flaves, whom Pompey after- 
wards caufed to be executed to clear himfelf from the murder. 
It was, however, commonly believed, that Men as had put him 
to death by Pompey** orders. But, notwithftanding Menas's 

m Plut. Sc ArriAN. ibid> Liv. epit. I. exxvii. Dio. 1. 
Xlviii. p. 375 . 
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oppofition, Pempey allowed Liba to go to Rome? incompliance 
with Antony's invitation, where he perfuaded Octavianus and 
Antony to come to an interview with Pompey, that they might, 
in perfon, and face- to face, difcufs their pretentions, and put 
an end to their differences. To this Pompey confented at the 
earned requcft of his officers, and advanced with his fleet to 
tne promontory formed by mount Mifenus, where he and 
hi bo in 8 galley, and the two triumvirs on a kind of mole made 
for that purpofe, expofed their mucual claims and pretenfions. 
Pompey demanded to be admitted into the triumvirate inftead 
of Lepidus, whofe authority declined daily. This demand 
feemed very reafonable to Pompey, but quite otherwife to 
Antony and Octavianus ; fo that, after a warm and long' 
difpute, they parted without coming to any refolution. 
Pompey, who knew he had it in his power to reduce Rome 
and all Italy to t*he utmoft extremity, and force the inhabi- 
tants to take up arms againft the triumvirs, was for breaking 
off the conference and returning to Sicily. But Libo advifed 
him to flay and continue the negotiations, at lead by depu- 
ties, which he did accordingly. The fecond day he dropped 
his pretenfion to a place in the triumvirate, but propofed the 
following preliminaries : i. That thofe, who had been con- 
cerned in the death of Ca?far, fhould only be banifhed, and 
be at liberty to. chufe for their exile what place they pleafed, 
2. That fuch, as had been profcribed on any other account 
whatfoever, fhould be allowed to return to Rome. 3. That 
the latter fhould he reftored to the pofleffion of their lands 
and fortunes. A+itony and Octavianus abfolutely rejected die 
two fir ft articles, and only confented that thofe, who were 
hot in rhe number of the confpirators, fhould be allowed to 
purchafe their c (tares, * Moft part of thofe who were about 
Pompey , tired with fo long and deihuctive a war, and dread- 
ing tile fate of Mure us , declared, that they were willing to 
return to Rome, even upon; the conditions propofed by the 
triumvirs ; which fo difp'leafed Pompey, that' in the tranfport 
of his paflion he tore his robe, calling thofe who fubmittedw 
ftich fliameful conditions, vile traitors and cowardly deferters. 
Men as , laid he, is the only true friend 1 have in the world', Me- 
was alone has given me wholefome and dijinterejled advice. How- 
ever,' at the earncft in.treaties of his mother Mutia, of Julio* 
Antony's mother, and of Libo, his father-in-law, he confent- 
ed to a fetond interview, in which, after three days debates, 
the following articles were agreed to by the contending par- 
ties, "^i. That Pompey fhould be left in poflVflum of Sicily* 
c * Sardinia, Corfca* and the adjacent i (lands, and flioultl 

4 * over afld above have Pcloponnifus yielded up to him. 2. 
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!< That he mould have the privilege of demanding the cori- 
<c fulate, though abfent, and of difcharging that office by 
* c any of his friends- 3. That the dignity of pontifex maxi- 
u mus fhould be conferred upon him, and feventy thoufand 
u threat feller ces reftored to him our of his father's conflfcated 
u eitate. 4. That fuch as had taken refuge with him meer- 
u Jy our of fear, fhould be a I Jo wed to return, and enjoy their 
»* whole eftate* ; and that the profcribed perfons, who were 
" not guilty of Cafar's death,; mould have only the fourth 
u part of their efta tes reftored to .them. 5. That trade and 
" navigation mould- be free; that Pompey. mould withdraw 
" his troops from Italy. ; that he mould fuffer no inroads or 
" defcents to.be made upon the coafts, nor build more (hips. 
" 6. That he fhould not for the future receive the flaves 
" who fled to him ; that thofe who had bore arms under him 
< l Ihould be declared free, and that his legionaries, when the 
" time of their fervice was expired, mould have their fliare 
" in the divifion of lands with thofe of Antony and Oc.tavia+ 
nus. 7. That he fhould immediately fend to -.Rome the 
u corn he had retained, oblige the Sicilians to pay annually 
" what corn was due to the republic out of their ifland, and 
" clear the feas of all pirates.' 5 . This treaty. was ligned by 
the three chiefs, and fent to Rome to be depofited there 11. the 
hands of the veftals n . They then agreed to treat each other 
in token of their fincere reconciliation ; and it fell to Pom- 
pey's lot to make the firft entertainment. Antony a/ked him cf/ je fr ; Ufr „ 
where he defigned to receive them ? In.Carinis^ anfwered ^irs a/ ,j ~ 
Pompey pleafantly : for the word carina: in Latin fignifies p om pey 
fiips 9 and was likewife the name of a ward or part of the city, treat each 
where Pompey the Great had a ftately palace, which Antony other. 
had feized. Antony underftood the raillery, but was not very 
quick at repartees. On the day appointed for the entertain- 
went, Pompey^ having brought his galley near the more, and 
made a bridge to it from the promontory, . received his two 
gnefts with great civility and politenefs. And here Octnvia- 
wjfeemed to have forgot his ufual warinefs and circumlpec-* 
tion; and this entertainment would have coft bath him and 
hiscplleguc dear, had not Pompey been endowed with a truly 
great and generous foul. For while they .were at table, and 
Pompey and Cafar, growing warm with wine, began, to rally Pom Pc.yV 
Antony upon his amours and fond he ft for the fair Egyptian E encro J'h' 
queen, Menas approaching Pompey^ Ton have now a fair op- 
portmiityy he whifpercd him in the ear, of revenging the 
vatb of your father and brother , and making y urfelf majhr of 

4 
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tht whole Roman empire ; y tis but cutting the cable, leave the 
reft tome. The blow was fure, and the temptation violent, 
Pompey* s fleet being drawn up in order of battle, and all the 
triumvirs forces aihore. However, the generous Roman fcorn- 
ing to purchafe the empire of the world at the expence of his 
honour, after a fhort paufe, Menas^ faid he, may forfeit his 
word and reputation, but that is not becoming the Jon of Pompey. 
'Tis a great pity we have the characters of illufti ious men only 
from hihrorians, who, either out of fear or flattery, cry down the 
enemies of the princes, whofe favour they courted. Veil tins 
Paterculus? who wrote in the time of Augu/lus^ and has in his 
hiftory miferably perverted truth, or utterly luppreiled it, 
paints Pompey in the worft colours. But the greatneis of 
mind which he dif played on this occafion againft his own in- 
tereft, is iufficient to bely that mercenary fcycophant, and 
the other flatterers of th& Cafars^ who ought to have had fomc 
regard to his memory in confederation of this generous action, 
which, in fpite of all their difguifes, and faife reprefentations, 
will recommend his name to the lateft pofterity. Plutarch 
relates this matter fomewhat differently ; for according to 
him Pompey returned this anfwer to the propofal of Menas\ 
"This you might have done without imparting it to me; but now 
let us make the beft of our prefent condition^ for I cannot fri- 
vail upon my felf to violate my faith once given. From this 
anfwer it appears, that fo great an advantage, joined to the 
pleafure of revenge, was a kind of furprife upon his generofityj 
but it ferved only to make it break out with greater luftrcirt 
rejecting a perfidious action, what profit foever might accrue 
from it °. Antony and Oclavianus treated Pompey in their 
turns with great demon ft rations of feeming friendfhip j for 
the confirming of. which, and cementing it with new ties, 
Pompey, vvho was fincerc, propofed a match between his 
daughter and M. Mafcellus^ the ion of Oftavia by her former 
hufband ; which QEtavianus con fen ting to, they both entered 
into the ufual engagements, Pompey for his daughter, and 
Pnmney'/ Oclavianus for his nephew, who was at that time but an 
daughter i n fant. This is the famous M> Marcellus, whorh Oclavianus 

Marcellus anc * wno,c virtu <-** are fo highly commended by the prince of 
Ofhtvia- tne Latie poets p . Before the three chiefs parted, they nam* 
nus's ne* conu ^ s * or tne f° ur following years, viz. Antony and U m 
phew, bo for the fir ft, Oclavianus and Pompey for the fecond* J) mi* 

tius and Soft us for the third, and Antony and Cafar for thfi 

o App iam. ibid. Plut. in Antonio. p Vide V iro. -$neid- 
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fourth. The confuls of this year, in which the treaty Was 
concluded, were Cn. Domitius Calvinus and C. A/intus Pollio+ 
who had fucceedcd L. Antonius and P. Servilius Vatia Ijait- 
ricus ; but before their year expired, others, namely L Cir*ie~ 
liusBalbus and P. Canidius Craffus^ on what account we know 
not, were fubftituted in their room ^. 

And now all differences being compofed, and for a while 
an end put to the civil wars, Pompey^ taking his leave of 
Antony and Oclavianus, returned to Sicily , and the other two 
to Rome, where they were welcomed with loud acclamations 
of the people, overjoyed to fee themfelves at length delivered 
from a cruel famine, which had begun to rage with great 
fury in the capital, and all the provinces of Italy. The 
joy of the people was doubled upon the return of many illuf- 
trtous citizens, who had been proscribed by the triumvirs, or 
forced to fly their country through fear of falling into OStavi- 
anus's hands after the furrender of Perufia. Among thefe 
were L. Aruntius^ JlA. "Junius Si /anus, G* Sentius Satuminus y 
M. Tit t us, M. Claudius "Tiberius Nero y M, Cicero , the fon 
of the orator, and many other citizens of great diftinclion ; 
who after having afTured Pompey of their eternal acknowledg- 
ments, returned to their native country* where they were re- The pro - 
ceived with thofe marks of efteem and t affection which were fcribedci- 
due to their merit. The praifes of Pompey \ who had the tizens re- 
glory of faving fu many worthy men, and reflrorine them to turn to 
their former rank, were in the mouth of every true Roman Rome. 
And now Antony and Odlavianus, after a fhort flay at Rome Q^ av ; a 
(K), took leave of each other, and quitting the capital, fet nasmzgr ~& m 

* Dio. I. xiix. " tnSO 

Tranfal- 

(K) While Antony and Ocla<vianus ftaid together at Rome after pine Gaul 
the cooclufion of the peace, they frequently diverted themfelves 
with drawing lots, playing at dice, &c. when Antony was con ,; t- 
ly the lofer. As this gave him a great deal of uneaftnefs, one day, 
while he was quite out of patience, an Egyptian* who was wuh, 
him, and was deemed very ffcillul in the calculation of nativities, 
told him, that though the fortune that attended him was bright 
and glorious, yet it was bverfhadowed by ihat of Oc?a<vianus ; he 
therefore advifed him to keep himfe f at a diftancc fn m that 
young man : For your genius, lays he, dreads bis. Yours is proud 
*nd brave* ushers abfent from him, but in the pre fence of his unmanly 
*nd dejecled. This no doubt, the impottor t'aid to make court 
to Cleopatra, by forcing Antony to leave Rome, and return to Egypt i 
wherein he fucceedcd ; for Antony, who p. it great confidence >n 
'he (kill of the Egyptian aitrologcr, left Rome loon after ^93 . 
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Qut^ the farmer for Greece, and the latter far Gaul. Some na-» 
tiuiis beyond the jf/ps having attempted to fliakc off* the yoke, 
Offavianus, to whofe fhare Gaul was fallen, marched againft 
them in pcrfon, and having eafily reduced them, repaflcd the 
jflps, and flopped in Hetru.ria. As for Antony, he. difpatched 
Ventidius into Afia to .put a flop to the inroads of the 
Parthians^ but went himfelf no farther than Athens , where he 
fpent the winter with his new wife Oftavia, in the 
ceii'es of luxury, folly, and childifti. diverfions, as he 
the former with Cleopatra at Alexandria. Laying 
enfigns of his authority, he appeared at all the public games and 
exercifes in t,hc Grecian habit, like a private citizen of Athens. 
He often vifited the academy, and the Lyceum, fpending fome- 
times whole days in hearing the difputes and conferences of 
the philofophers. While he thus Jed an idle life at Athens^ 
Ventidius his lieutenant was fignalizing himfelf in the war, 
vtfhich he had been, appointed to carrv on againft the ,P art hians. 
We have given elfcwhere r a di(tin£t account of the remarka- 
ble victories gained over that warlike nation by the brave Ven- 
tidius, and therefore mail not trouble the reader here with 
a teditious repetition of the fame t-ranfa£lions. When news 
was brought . to Antony of the fig nal advantages gained by hi* 
lieutenant, he gave a public entertainment to all the Greeh 
of any rank, exhibited fports and fhows, and prefided at them 
in perfon as moderator. As be loved wine, he was wonder- 
fully pleafed with the tirje of. Bacchus, which divinity he took 
upon him to perfoliate in a proceffion he made upon the joyful 
tidings of the fuccefs of his arms in the.eaft. During theft 
public rejoicings the Greeks fet no f bounds to their flattery; 
they fell proftrate before the pretended Bacchus, befeech- 
ing him to marry .Minerva the tutelar deity pf their city. An- 
tony, difpleafed with this grofs flattery, con fen ted to the match,, 
but afked a thoufand talents for the portion of the goddefs. 
Toiir father Jupiter, anfwercd one of the Athenians, required 
no fortune with your mother Semele. 9 Tis true, replied Anto- 
ny ; but Jupiter was rich, and I want money. Antony would 
abate nothing of the fum, which was levied upon all the in- 
habitants, who revenged themfelves, according to their cuftom, 
with fatires and lampoons, of which his amours with Cleopatra 
were the chief fubjecTi. But he laughed at their jefts, and took 
their money, though Dellius, to mortify them the more, 
gravely represented to him, that he acled therein againft the 



r Vide Hirt. Univerf. Vol. X. p. 531, & feq. 
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Roman laws, which allowed three years for the payment of 
a porrion r . 

In the mean time news was brought to Antony of a fecond _ 
victory gained by Ventidius over the Parthians, for which ar*b 
he made great rejoycings ; but being informed at the fame ^ 
time, that Pacorm was making vaft preparations with a de- n 
fign to invade Syria anew, and thinking it no ways confiftent 
with his reputation to continue idle at Athens, and fuffer his 
lieutenant to rob him of the whole glory of this war, he 
aflembled his troops early in the fpring, and reafTumed with 
the marks of his dignity all the majefty of a Roman general. 
When his army was ready to march, he made himfclr a gar- 
land of the olive-tree confecrated to Minerva^ and rilled a vef- 
fel with the water of the lepfydra to carry along with him 
(L). At length he left A hens after having made a grand 
entertainment for all the inhabitants of that populous city, 
and marched with all his forces into theeaft. But before he got 
thither, Ventidius gained a third victory far more glo.ious than 
the- other two ; whereby he fully revenged the death of Cr.-f- 
fusy and redeemed the honour of the Roman name, which had His fieute- 
fuffered much ever fince the battle of Carrha : for Pacorus nant Ven- 
himfelf, with above twenty thoufand of his beft men, was cidius 
{Iain in this battle, of which we have given a particular &°* n9 g re *t 
account in our hiftory of the Parthians «. Had Ventidius advantages 
purfued all the advantages of this victory, he might have ex- ™ er . 
tended the bounds of the Roman empire to the banks of the ^arthians. 
Tigris ; but not thinking it prudent to pufli his good fortune 
any further, for fear of giving Antony umbrage, he turned his 
arms againft thofe who had revolted in Syria and Pheenice 
during the late war. Purfuant to this defign, when Antony 
arrived, he was befieging Samofata, the capital of Comagenc y 
whither Antiochus, king of that country, had retired. Anto- 
ny on his coming thither dif miffed this brave commander, and 
lent him to Rome to demand of the fenate and people the ho- 
nours of a triumph, being glad to get rid of afubaltern, whofe 
glory eel ipfed that of his general. Antiochus from the begin- 

f PiuT. in Anton. Appian. ibid. & Dio. ibid. < Vide 
Hift. Univerf. Vol. X. p. 533. 

(L) This was a fountain in the citadel of Athens^ and was called 
^}nfydra % as being fometimes full of water, and fomctimes empty, 
like tho'e vefleh which were anciently in ufe among the Greeks , 
and jvilb the Egyptians^ to meafure time by the running out of the 

water. Antony imagined that this water would not a little contri- 
bute to the Aiccefs of hi* arms. 
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ningof the fiege had ofFered to Venttdius a thoufand talents 
foi his paidon, and promifed an in tire obedience and fub- 
miHion to all Antonyms commands. But as Antony was then 
on his march, Ventidiut ordered him to fend His propofals to 
him j which he did accordingly j but Antony rejecting them, 
^/£r?«Sa- the befieged dreading his refentment, defended the place with 
mofata. fuch vigour and intrepidity, that the Roman general begajj 

to repent his not accepting the firft offer, and was in the 
end glad to come to an accommodation with Antiocbus tor three 
hundred talents, that he might raife the fiege with honour, 
which otherwife he feared he fliould be forced to do in a 
fhameful manner, his foldiers being highly difpleafed with his 
difmifiing Ventidius, under whofe conduct they had gained 
He returns fo many fignal victories u . After this, Antony, having ap- 
to Athens, pointed Sofius his lieutenant in £///<:/<?, Syria, and Palejlhe^ 

left the army under his command, and returned to Oclavia 
at Athens. 
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In the mean time new difputes arifing between Pompey and 
Otfavianusy the latter was wholly intent on making the ne- 
ccliary preparations for war, being determined to lay ho!4 
of the firtt opportunity that offered to invade Sicily. The 
late treaty of peace had regulated their pretenfions^ but not 
their ambition 5 and that animofity between Julius Cafar 
and Pompey the Great, which had laid wafte the Roman world, 
was ftill fubfilting in the minds of their children. The ap- 
parent fubjecl of their quarrel was Peloponnefus, which had 
been yielded to Pompey, as we have obferved above in virtu? 
of the treaty. Oclavianus pretended that the tributes, owing 
from that province to the republic before the treaty, were due x 
to the triumvirs, and that Pompey ought to be refponfible for 
them. On the other hand Pompey maintained, that they had 
yielded him that country free from alt charges. As a breach 
was likely to enfue, Pompey caufed his old galleys to be refit- 
ted, and feveral new ones to be built. This was contrary ta 
the late treaty, and therefore a plaufible pretence for Oclavia- 
nus to invade Sicily. With this view he reinforced his army 
with new levies, and aflcmbled what flitps he could on the 
coafts of the Adriatic and Tyrrhenian feas. Pompey, in- 
formed of thefc preparations, blocked up the ports of Italy 
anew, and in a fhort time reduced the populous capital to its 
former condition. The people, threatened again with a fa- 
mine, began to complain, and feemcd difpofed to rife, if 
their gi ievanccs were notfoon redreffed. A fine peace indeed J 

u Plut. in Anton. Appian. in Parthic. Dto. 1. xii*. 
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faid they, what have we gained by it but to have four tyrants 
in/lead of three? But Oclavi anus , who had a numerous army 
on foot, continued his preparations for war both by fea and 
land, without hearkening to the complaints of the difcon- 
tented populace. He wrote to Antony^ defiring him to leave 
Athens for a while, and pafs over into Italy, that they might 
confer together about the moft proper meafures for the crufh- 
ing of Pornpey, their common rival. He likewife acquainted 
Lepidits with his defign, who was then in Africa, which had 
fallen to his fhare in the Jaftdivifion of the Roman dominions, 
exhorting him to get ready his fleet with all poflible expedition, 
that they might ad in concert, and both invade Sicily at the 
fame time. Antony in compliance with his requeft came to 
Brudufium, but not finding him there at the time appointed, 
he returned to Athens ; whether out of fome dittruft he had of 
Octavianus, or becaufe he was frightened by certain prodigies, 
is uncertain (M). Whatever his reafons were, he reimbar- 
qued and returned to Athens, leaving a letter for Octavianus, 
wherein he exhorted him to ftand to the conditions of the 
laft treaty. As for Lepidus, who was a man of a lazy and 
indolent difpofition, he fpent the whole fummer in making 
preparations, and did not leave Africa till the following year ; 
lb that the whole burden of the war fell upon Ocfavlanus, 
whofe boundlefs ambition would allow him no reft, till he 
had got rid of fo powerful a rival, and made hirnfelf mafter 
of the wealthy ifland he poflefled. However, in the height 
of his cares, and warlike preparations, he found no fmall re- 
lief in the agreeable converfation of Livia, with whofe 
charms and refined wit he was fo taken, that in the end he 
divorced his own wife Scribonia (N), and married her, °^avla- 

though J"^" 
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his body being left intire, except his face, which was a very bad ™ arr,es 
omen. The inhabitants of Brundufium told him, that at break of 
day they had feen a wolf come out of his tent. 

(N) Scribonia was the fitter of Scribonius Libo father- in-law to 
Pornpey, Oclauianus married her with a political view, which was 
to divert Pornpey by that alliance from fiding with Antony, who 
fcemed inclined to efpoufe the quarrel of his brother Lucius, and 
ins wife Fulttia Libo with Saturninus and fome other fenators had 
already attempted to conclude a league between Antony and Pom- 
fey. O&aviattui therefore, to gain Libo, who had a great afcen- 
dant over his Ton- in law, married his filler, and had by her the fa- 
mous Juli a of whom we (hall have occafion to fpeak in thefeque! 
of thU hiiTory. But as in that marriage he had confultcd his in- 

\ol. XIII. H h tcrefr. 
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though then big with child, her hufband Claudius Tiberius 
2\\-? o not daring to withftand the inclinations of fo powerful 
a lover. Livia had one Ton by "Tiberius, who bore his fa- 
ther's name, and was, three months after her marriage with 
Octavianus, brought to bed of another , named Drufus. But 
or" thefe two children, and their mother Livia, we lhall have 
frequent occafion to fpeak in the fequel of this hiftory. The 
charms of Livia, however powerful, were not able to divert 
Octavianus from the purfuit of his ambitious views. He con- 
tinued with the fame ardor his warlike preparations, recalled 
the legions he had left in Tranfa/pine Gaul, and aflembled 
a great number of veflels in the ports of Hetruria, and at 
Ravenna on the Adriatic fea. But as his fleet was not yet in 
a condition to cope with that of Pompey, he muft have put off 
his Sicilian expedition till the return of Antony, and the ar- 
Mcnas rival of Lepidus, had he not been favoured by fortune beyond 
Pompey'j his expectation. For Menas, the famous freedman of Pom- 
frecdman p e y, an officer of great valour and experience in maritime 
goes over affairs, being offended with his matter for not revenging the 
rtOdavi- death of fome of his freedmen killed by the fenators 
anus. \y\\o were about him, revolted to Octavianus, and joining him 

with three legions, and the numerous fleet, which he com- 
manded, delivered up to him the iflands of Corfica and Sardi- 
nia, over which he had been placed by his indulgent matter. 
O Si avian us received the tray tor with the greater! demonftra- 
tions of friendfhip and efteem, entertained him at his own 
table, allowed him the priviledge of wearing a gold ring, and 
fitting among the Roman knights, and appointed him com- 
mander in chief of the fleet, which he brought with him. 
This Pompey looked upon as a declaration of war, and there- 
fore immediately fent out Menecrates, another freedman, and 
A new a mortal enemy to Menas, with a numerous fquadron, to 
hrtaebbe- ravage the coafts of Italy, which he did accordingly ; hut 
t'wesn Oc- being met on his return by a fquadron of Octavianus's fleet, 
t.ivianus com man Jed by C. Calvifius, and his antienc rival Arenas, a 
0Vi/r*om- bloody engagement enfued, in which Menecrates and Menas 
P«y- dittinguiihed themfelves above the other commanders, the 

hatred, which they bore each other, animating them more 
than glory did others. They were both men of great cou- 
rage and intrepidity, and therefore, regnrtllefs of all dangers 
fought with a fury hardly to lie exprelled. At length, af- 
ter a h>ng and molt obflhutc dilpute between the two rivals, 
Mc.iecrates being dangeruully wounded, Mcnas boarded bis 

terc't, and not his inclination, he divorced her to marry LhUh 
who was accounted the aioft aurceable woman of her a^e. 
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galley, and made himfelf matter of it. Hereupon Menecra- 
Us y chufing rather to die, than fall into the hands of his mor- 
tal enemy, threw himfelf into the fea, and perifhcd in the 
waves. Upon his death De?nockares^ another freed man, tak- 
ing upon him the command of the fleet, attacked Cafoijius's Otfavia- 
fquadron fo warmly, that he forced him to give way, took nus'/yfcv* 
federal of his galleys, funk others, and drove the reft a gain ft tye*ted by 
the rocks near the fhore, where mod: of them were dafried to om P ev s - 
pieces ; fo that Calv'tfius efcaped by the favour of the night 
only with a few galleys, and toojc refuge with Menas in the 

bay of Cumte w . 

OfiavianuSy who was then at 7artntum 9 where he had af- 

fembled a numerous fleet, upon the firft news of this en- 
gagement, refolved to pais the ftraights of McJJana, and join 
Qalvifius and Menas^ for whom he was in great pain. But 
being attacked in that narrow pafTage by Pompey and Democba- 
rfis, who was returned to Mejfana 9 moft of his fhips were 
either funk, or dafhed to pieces againft the rocks. Qtlavia- 
nus himfelf gained the fhore with the utmoft difficulty, where Oclavfa- 
be narrowly efcaped falling into the enemy's hands, who nus is ovcr- 
baving landed and furrounded him, thought them felves fur e '« « 
of their prey. But the knowledge he had of the country fa- J fa fight h 
ved him ; for being well acquainted with the defiles of a l ,QI ^pey. 
ncighbouring mountain, by by-ways he reached the top of 
it, and there with a few attendants lay concealed. Ha- Otfavia- 
ving avoided one danger, he fell into another. A Have of nus in 
/Emilias PauluSy whofe father had been profcrihed by Qfta- g r *«t daa r 
vianus, feeing the triumvir without his ufual guards, thought 
this a favourable opportunity of being revenged on him for his 
cruelty towards his old matter ; and therefore accofling him 
with a dagger, attempted to ftab him ; but miffing his blow, 
as it was then very dark, he was immediately cut in pieces 
by the triumvir's attendants *. While Otfavianus lay 
concealed on the top of the mountain, far from all danger, 
CornifchtSy who commanded under him, ft ill maintained 
the combat with great bravery 5 and having funk Demo- 
chares 1 s (hip, continued fighting notwithstanding the great 
lofs he had fuftaincd, till fun-fet, when Calvifius am) 
Menas appearing unexpectedly with their fquadrons, Pom- 
pey thought it advifeable to found a retreat. The next 
morning Octavianus from the top of his mountain had 
the mortification to fee mnft of his vefl'els ftranded upon 
the coaft, funic of them half burnt, others Hill in a flame, 

w Appian, Dio, ibid. * Amman, I. v. D10, I. 
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and the fea to a great diftance covered with the wreck. 
But what gave him the greateft uneafinefs was to fee the 
enemy's fleet advancing full fail againft Menas and Catvifius, 
who were no ways in a condition to withftand them. How- 
ever, they drew up* but as they were ready to engage, a 
•violent florin arofe, and the fca began to run very high. 
Hereupon Pompey retired into the port of Mejfana ; but Oc- 
tavianus's (hips were for the moft part either funk with all 
the men on board, or daOied to pieces againfl: the rocks and 
Oftavia- tne &°re. As the ftortn lafted all night, Oftavianus* to a- 
nus' sjieet voia *° difmal a fight, went early next morning to Vibonium, 
foipwreck- or Vibo, a city of Brut'ium, whence he fent orders to his lieu- 
ed* tenants to guard with great care the coafts of Italy, left Pom- 

pey ftiould attempt an invafion. But he was fo far from im- 
proving the advantages he had gained, by attacking his rival 
on the continent, that by an unpardonable negligence he Of- 
fered the poor remains of his lhattered fleet to retire unmo- 
lefted to Vibonium *. 

And now OcJav'ianus, finding himfelf without fhips or mo- 
ney, and at the fame time the people at Rome being ready to 
rife for want of corn, he difpatched Mescenas to Antony , foliciting 
his afliftance againft their common enemy. Antony, who was 
then in Syria, as we read in Dio 9 or at Athens, as Appian 
has it, promifed'to aflfift: his collegue to the utmoft of his 
power ; and accordingly, having with all poflible diligence 
aflembled his fleet, he failed for Italy with three hundred 
Antony {hjp S , B ut j n tne mean time Oftavianus, receiving news of 
«rr««i/« m a com pi ete victory gained by Agrippa over the revolted Gauls, 
^' he began to think that he flood no more in need of Antony'* 

affiftance, and would willingly have difpenfed with his civili- 
ty. He thought him already too powerful, and therefore un- 
der various pretences would fain have declined going to meet 
him. Thefe proceedings highly difpleafed Antony, who had 
for a long time been jealous of his collegue. However, as he 
defigned to exchange with Octavlanus part of his fleet, which 
-would be, of no ufe to him in his intended expedition againft 
the Parthlans, for land-forces, he waited a long time for 
him at Tarentum, though he had been refufed admittance at 
Brundujium. At length he began to grow very uncafy, and 
to complain of Octavianus in moft bitter and reproachful 
[under* terms. Whereupon Octavla, who had attended him from 
/landing Greece, tho f then big with child, prevailed upon him to fend 
bttwecn her to her brother, not doubting, but fhe fliould cafily clear 

him and U p all their jcaloufies and fufpicions. As fhe was on her jour- 
O&avia- 

nus. * AiTiAN, Dio. Sec. ibid. 
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ney to Rome* flie met her brother, and had a conference 
with him in the pre fence or' his two friends Maecenas and A- 
grippa^ whom fhe was willing to have for witneifes of what 
palled between them. After fhe had with great prudence 
and addrefs anfwered the complaints of her brother againft 
her hufband, (he conjured both him and his two favourites 
with tears in her eyes, to conflder her circum (lances, and not 
fuffer her, inftead of the moft fortunate of women, to be- 
come the moft miferable ; for at prefent* faid fhe, the eyes 
of the whole Roman people are fixed upon me y on account of 
the ties* which bind me to two of the greatcjl men in the 
world* being wife to the one* and fifter to the other. If rajh 
conn f els prevail , and war enfues* I Jhall be miferable without 
redrefs \ for on what fide foever victory falls I Jhall be fure to 
be the lofer. Octavianus* foftened by the intreaties of a fif- O&avia 
ter, whom he loved with the greateft tendernefs, confented brings her 
to an interview with Antony* for which a place was chofen i*Y r 
between Metapontum and Tarentum upon a river bearing the T^nd^ax 
name of the latter. Antony came thither the firft, and as i vt9rn) ^ em 
foon as he faw Octavianus advancing, he leaped into a boat, 
in order to go and receive him on the other fide the river. 
Oclavianus* not to be overcome by him in civility, did the 
fame, fo that the two boats met in the midifc of the river. 
After they had embraced each other, they had a friendly con- 
teft on which fide they fhould land. Antony was for landing 
on OcJavianus's fide, and O.tlavianus on Antony's ; but Oc- 
tavtanus at length prevailed, under pretence of waiting on 
his fifter, who was returned to Tarentum. They walked to- 
gether to the town, where Oclavianus fpent the night with- 
out any other guards about his perfon, but thofe of Antony \ 
who likewife went the next day without guards, and patted 
the night in Oc~lavianus's camp. All little differences be- Their Jif- 
tween them being made up in an amicable manner, it was 2^/ erence% 
greed, that Octavianus fhould give Antony two of his legions ?lia<tr 
to be employed againft the Partbians, and that Antony in re- 
turn fhould leave with him an hundred armed galleys. Ap~ 
pian fays, that Antony yielded to Octavianus an hundred and 
fifty fhips, and Octavianus to Antony twenty thoufand men. 
Befides this, Octavia obtained of her hufband twenty fmal! 
fhips, or, as Appian has it, ten triremes, for her brother, 
and of her brother a thoufand foot for her hufband. That 
their frtcndfhip and union might be more billing, Octavia- 
nus betrothed his daughter Julia* whom he had by Scribonia* 
to Antyllus* Antony** fori ; and they both agreed, the five 
years of the triumvirate being now expired, to piolong their 

authority for five years more, without confuking cither the 
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fcnatc or people. After this Antony departed once more for 
Syria* Octavia accompanied him as far as Corcyra, whence, 
that fhe might not be expofed to the dangers of that expedi- 
tion, he fent her back into Italy, to remain there till he had 
ended that war, committing her, and his chilren both by her 
and his former wife Fulvia to the care of Octavianus y . It 
is not unlikely, that Antony had already propofed returning 
to Egypt, and therefore was glad to get rid of Octavia, 
that Ihe might not difturb him in the enjoyment of his be- 
loved Cleopatra, 

Octavianus, upon the departure of his collegue, began to 
make vaft preparations both by fea and land for his intended 
expedition againft Pompey. He appointed Agrippa command- 
er in chief of his navy, and that brave officer in a few 
months aflembled with indefatigable induftry a fleet able to 
cope with Pompey s. And now both the fea and land-forces 
being ready to enter upon aclion, Octavianus refolved to in- 
vade the ifland in three different places at the fame time: 
Lepidus, whom he had fent for from Africa, was to land at 
Lilybaum on the fouth of the ifland j Statilius Taurus, who 
was at Tarentum, on the eaft fide at cape Pachynum j and 
Octavianus himfelf on the weftern coaft at cape Pelorum. 
As for Agrippa, he was with a numerous fquadron to cruifc 
off Myla, a city on the northern coaft of the ifland, where 
Pompey was faid to have aflembled all his naval forces. Mi* 
nas had already, out of his natural levity, abandoned the 
party of Octavianus and returned to Pompey with his fqua- 
dron, not thinking himfelf confidered, as hedeferved, by his 
new mafrer. Calvifius y though an officer of great experience 
in maritime affairs, was not employed in this expedition, he 
having incurred the difpleafure of Octavianus, for fuffering 
himfelf to be over- reached by Menas, when he deferred to 
Pompey. And now all things being ready, 0 ktavi anus 's fleets, 
though in different ports, fct fail on the day agreed on, whicfy 
was that of the new moon in the month of "July, both that 
day and month being facred to the memory of Julius Cafar, 
But they had fcarce put to fea, when a violent vtorrn arifwg, 
defeated all Octavianus* s meafures. Statilius Taurus, fore- 
feeing it, returned to Tarentum with the hundred and two 
(hips he commanded ; but the fijuadrons of Octavianus^ Lt' 
piduiy and Agrippa, fufrered much, that efpccially of Odd' 
vianus, who on this occafion lolt fix of the (hips, which 
Octitvu had g.ven him, twenty fix others, and a great num- 

ypLu-r, in Anton. AppiAW.p- 7:6, 727. Di 0. 1. xlviii. p# 



390. y)\ 



bec 



Chap. 16. The Roman Hijtoryl 247 

ber of light vefTels, called by the Lathis Liburnicee. His 
own (hip with much ado made the bay of Velia? where, as 
in all dangers he had a particular care of his own perfon, he 
went on more, leaving his friends and mariners to ftruggle 
all night with the winds and waves. When he reached the 
Ihore, and found himfelf out of danger, rage fucceeded fear, 
and tranfported him to fuch a degree, that he couid not for- 
bear venting it upon Neptune himfelf, crying out, I Jkall con- 
quir at length -> yes? I jhall conquer? Neptune, in jpite of 
thee. Lcpidus, who was come from Africa with twelve le- L e puJ oa 
gions, and five thoufand Numidian horfe, on board eighty lands in 
jhips of war and a thoufand tranfports, after having loft fome Sicily, 
of his vefTels, landed at Lilybaum in fpite of the oppofition 
he met with from PUnnius, wiiom Pompey had pofted there 
with fome legions and a great number of {lingers and archers. 
AH the other fquadrons were driven back, and forced to 
make what ports they could. Pompey, looking upon thefc 
repeated mipwrecks in fummer, when the fea is commonly 
calm, as vifible tokens of the favour and protection of Nep- 
tune, returned him folemn thanks for his affiftance, and was fa 
elated with this unexpe#ed fuccefs, as to ftyle himfelf the 
fin of Neptune. On the other hand, Ottavianus thinking 
himfelf ill ufed by that deity, never forgave him j but caufed 
his flatue feveral years after to be removed from the cir- 
cus, where the public games were celebrated. But his 
chief care at prefent was, to refit his fleet, recruit his for- 
ces, and prevent the difturbances which the news of this 
difafter might raife in Rome, Thither he difpatched Mtc- 
£enas 9 who with his ufual addrefs foon calmed the minds 
of the people. At the fame time, he went in perfon to Oclaria- 
the feveral ports, where his mips had taken fhelter, and, by nus refits 
encouraging and amply rewarding the workmen, got his hh fltct. 
fleet refitted, and ready to put to fea again before the end of 
the fummer. In this fecond attempt he was attended with 
better fuccefs than in the former ; for AlcJJala Cor-vinus land- 
ed fafe with three legions, and encamped near Tanrominium 
at a fin.ill diftance from Lepidus 5 feveral other legions were 
let afhorc, without meeting with any conlidcrable oppofition 
ill other places of the ifland, and Statilius Taunts made him- 
Wf matter of cape Scylacettm on the continent, which Pompey 
had feized. But on the other hand Papias one of Pompey** 
admirals, falling in with a fquadron, which was conveying 
four legions to Lepidus, attacked the tranfports, took fome of 
them, funk others, and obliged the reft to return to Africa. 
In this encounter two of Lepidas's legions were either taken, 

drowned, or cut in pieces. In the mean time, OclavianHS* 

who 
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who was then with his fleet in the port of Strongyle, one of 
the /Eolian ifan&s, obferving all the coaft of Sicily on that 
fide lined with Pornpey *s forces, left the command of the fleet 
to Agrippa, and returned ro Vibznium to barren the departure 
of the reft of his fhip>. Upon his departure, Agrippa, who 
Jonged for an opportunity of fignalizing his valour, made 
himfelf mafter of Hiera, one of the JEolian iflands, a place 
of the utmoft importance. From thence he fleered his courfe 
towards A4yles 9 with a defign to fu rpr ife Demochares, who 
had in that port a fleet of forty fail under his command. 
But being informed that Papias was advancing to the re- 
lief of Democharcs, he thought it advifeable firft to engage the 
former ; which he did accordingly, and gained a complete 
victory, Papias, who behaved on this occafion with unparal- 
Jelled bravery, having loft thirty galleys, and Agrippa only 
five. Upo.i the news of this victory, Oclavtanus, who was 
then at Scylaceum, thinking Pornpey was blocked up by Agrip- 
pa, imbarqued the flower of his army, and landed in the neigh- 
bourhood of Taurominium, with a defign to to befiege that place. 
But, in the mean time, Pornpey appearing unexpectedly on the 
coaft with his fleet, both Otlavianus and his troops were ftruck 
with fuch terror, that Pornpey might have eafily cut them in 
pieces. But he, as the day was already far fpent, infteadof 
attacking them without lofs of time, retired with his land- 
forces to a neighbouring mountain, and there fpent the night, 
which the enemy employed in fortifying their camp. Next 
morning by break of day Otlavianus^ not doubting but Pom' 
pey would attack his camp, left the defence of it to his lieute- 
nants, L. Cornifcius, Titinius, and Carcius, and went on 
board his fleet. But flying from one danger, he fell into a- 
nother ; for Pornpey* not thinking it advifeable to attack his 
camp, which was well fortified, fell upon his fleet, and foon 
convinced his rival, that if he wanted conduct, he did not 
want courage. Offavianus's fleet was put to flight at the firft 
onfet, fcveral of his fhips were taken, and the reft, a fmall 
number only excepted, either funk or burnt. As the battle 
commanded was fought near the more, fuch of Otlavianus 9 s men as 
JyOctavi- could fwim took refuge in the camp of C ornifcius^ but the 
anus, tv ho reft were for the molt part either drowned or taken. As 

for Otlavianus himfelf, he made his efcape in a boat, and leav- 
ing his troops afliore to fliift for thcmfelves, made Aha la* a ci- 
ty on the coaft of Italy , being attended only by one domef- 
tie. As he was quite fpent with the fatigue he had undergone, 
and overwhelmed with grief and chagrin on account of his de- 
feat, he lay down on the open Chore, and fell into fo found a 

ileepj that he was carried without waking by fomc officers, 
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who knew him, to a camp, which Msjfala had formed in 
that neighbourhood for the defence of the coaft(O). His firft 
care after he awaked was, to provide for the fafcty of the 
troops he had left in Sicily under the command of Cornijiciiis. 
"With this view he immediately difpatched a mefienger to 
Jgrippa n enjoining him to fend forthwith a ftrong body of 
Jcgionaries under the command of Laronius to their afiiflance. 
And indeed Cornijicius was reduced to the utmoft extremity. 
He could receive no provifions by fea, which was befet by His troops 
the enemy's victorious fleet, and all convoys by land were in- in Sicily 
tcrcepteil by Pompey's Numiclian cavalry. In this extremity reduced to 
he was forced to abandon his camp, without knowing what great 
rout to take. At length he refolved to march towards Myla^ fi r **gf*t*\ 
which /fgrippa had feized, but was fo ha r raffed all the way by 
the enemy's parties, that his men began to defpair, and give 
them fed ves up for loft. Cornijicius with his words and example 
fupported their drooping courage, till they found themfelves 
{hut up by the enemy's troops in a narrow valley, called the 
fiery brook. As the ground was here covered all over with 
dull and afhes thrown out by mount /Etna, without any 
fprings or rivulets, they muft inevitably have peri/hed with 
thirft, or furrendercd at difcretion, had not the fuccours fent But relies- 
by sfgrippa, coming very feafonably, difengaged them from ed by A- 
thedefperate condition to which they were reduced. At the grippa, 
approach of the Roman legions, the Numidians retired, leav- 
ing Cornijicius to purfue his march without the leafl diftur- 
bance. That general was fo pleafed with his retreat, that 
on his return to Rome, when he happened to fup at his friends 
houfes, he always came home mounted, as it were, in tri~ 
umph, on an elephant, having probably made ufe of that 
warlike animal in his retreat z . 

In the mean time, Oftavianus returning to Sicily, had join- 
ed dgrippa in the neighbourhood of Tyndaris, where he was 
incamped with twenty one legions, two thoufand horfe, and 
five thoufand Hunt-armed foot. From thence they both 
marched towards Mcjfana^ with adefign to befiege that place, 

* Li v. I. exxix. Vell, Patercul. I. in. c 79. Suet, in 
Oclavio. Ap r 1 a n . 1. v. Dio.l. xlix. Oros. 1. vi. c. iS. 

i 

(O) An accident is faid to have happened to him here, which, 
however, frivolous, gave him great hopes of conquering at In ft. 
A large fifh leaping oat of the lea, fell at his feet; and this the 
augurs, who were always confulrcd on Inch occafions, interpreted 
to betoken victory to him, as if the lea, by this tribute and fubmilli 
on, had acknowledged his power. 
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hoping thereby to draw Pompey to a battle, who had lodged 
all his military (lores, provifions, and treafurcs, in that 
crty. As they approached the place, Lepidns y whom Oftavi* 
anus had acquainted with his defign, joined them with all hi a 
fea and land forces. This tr/urnvir, ever fmce his firft landing 
in the ifland, had given Otiavlanus juft reafuns to fufpecl his 
intentions. He took indeed, upon his arrival, fome fmali 
places on the coalt, and bcfieged Plenums in L,\lyb<czim ; but 
afterwards acting only defenftvely, he fuffered Octavianns 
to carry on the war by himfelf* without offering him the 
leaft allillance, as if he had maintained a private correfpon- 
dence with Pompey, However, upon motives, which he dif- 
covered foon arcer, he approved of OftaTjianus's plan, and 
came to join him with all his forces before Mejfana, which 
city was clofcly inverted both by fea and land. Pompey, hav- 
ing afTembled into orre body all the troops he had difperfed up 
and down the ifland, polled htrrrfeff at a fmalf diftance from 
O ct avian us' % camp, and at the fame time drew together his 
feveral fquadruns, ordering them to watch the motions of the 
enemy's ffeet, vvhrth blocked up the mouth of the harbour. 
After feveral motions and flight engagements between the 
fleets as well as the land-forces, Pompey challenged Octavia- 
mts to put an end to their differences by a fea fight with 
three hundred (hips on a fide. This propofal was no-waysa- 
greeable to Oitavianus, who had not hitherto been attended 
w v ith any great fuccefs by fea. However, depending upon the 
valour and experience of yfgr'tppa on one fide, and on the 
other fufpecTling the fidelity of Lep'idus, who had according to 
fome twelve, according to others twenty, legions under his 
command, he accepted the "challenge ; and a day was ap- 
pointed for the deciiive action. Great preparations were 
made on both fides for an event, which was to deckle the fate 
of the contending parties. When the day agreed on, and im- 
patiently wilbed for, by the two generals, came, both fleets 
appeared early in the morning drawn up in battalia between 
Alylce and Nan/ecus ; upon which the two armies ran to 
the fliorc, there being then a kind of truce between 
them, to behold from thence the action, on which their fate 
in great meafure depended. The lignal was given, and the 
engagement began with that fury, which is peculiar to men, 
who are more animated by private hatred and party-rage, as 
happens in civil wars, than by motives of glory and conqucft. 
J^rippu behaved with his ufual bravery, and PomftU 
knowng all lay at flake, diliinguilhed himielf fVccil 
t he beginning of the aclion to the end in a very eminent 
manner* Never wus vidtyry difputcd with more oUtinacv, 

the 
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the foldiers as well as officers of both parties fighting., after 
the example of their generals, wjth incredible relolution and 
intrepidity. The fea was covered to a great diftance with 
dead bodies, and nothing was heard bu.t fhouts of the foldiers 
and mariners encouraging each other., or cries of men perilhing 
in the waves. The victory continued long doubtful, but ac 
length ail yielding to the valour and fuperior conduct of Agrippe 9 
Pompey's fleet was put to flight, and that unfortunate Roman p ompey 
obliged, in fpite of his utm oft efforts, to own himfelf conquered. irt{rel j gm 
Of his numerous fleet only feventeen veflels efcaped, the reft be- f ea ua. 
jng taken, burnt, or funk 2 . Democbares, one of his y e ar afre^ 
admirals was taken prifoner, but laid violent hands on the flood, 
himfelf to avoid the difgrace of being led in triumph. Apol- 296S. 
lophanes, his other admiral, yielded up himfelf and his galley before 
to Agrippa in the very beginning of the action. What be- Chrift, 3'. 
came of Papias, another of his freedmcn, in whpm he plac- Of Rome, 
ed great truft, we know not, none of the antients making 7 J 7 
any mention of him in the account they give us of this great 
a&ion. As for Menas? he had long before the battle with his 
ufual inconftancy and perfidioufnefs abandoned Potnpey the fe- 
cond time, and gone over with his fquadron to 0&avfanus y 
who received him, rather to weaken the enemy's party, than 
to ftrengthen his own ; for knowing he was not a man to be 
trufted, he gave him no command, and djfpiaced all the offi- 
cers of the fquadron he brought with him. This treacherous 
wretch, whole courage and experience were worthy of a more 
noble mind, retired, jf w.e believe Horace? with great wealth, 
and ferved afterwards in the poft of a military tribune. The 
glory of this victory was intirely owing to Agrippa ; for Or- 0<5tavijU 
tavianus, if Antony is to be credited, had not the courage e- nusr*- 
ven to look at the two navies drawn up in battalia, but in a proaebed 
great fright lay down in his galley with his eyes lifted up to *w/VA 
heaven, like one befidc himfelf, and continued in that pofture, cowardice 
till Agrippa had put the enemy to flight. Some writero, to 
clear their hero from the reproach of cowardice, pretend, 
that at the time of the engagement he was overcome with fo 
profound a flecp, that his friends with much ado waked him 
to give the word, and the fignal for the charge, Be that as 
it will, it would fecm very Arrange now-a-days, if the com- 
mander in chief of a fleet or army mould fay, by way of ex- 
cufe for not discharging his duty during any memorable a£tt» 
on, that he was afleep, and did not awajce till the battle was 
over. Octavianus* however, did, in fome degree, juftice to 
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the valour of Agrippa? honouring him with a blue ftandard, 
and a reftral crown, that is, a crown, whereof the flower 
work reprefentcd the beaks of galleys. He deferved indeed a 
more fubftantial reward, having utterly deflroyed the enemy's 
numerous fleet with the lofs of three fhips only of his own ; 
but we fhali foon fee him raifed to the greateft honours of the 
itate, and diftinguilhed by Octavianus? when abfolute matter 
of Rome? above all die fubje£ts of the Roman empire. As for 
the unhappy Pompcy? inftead of repairing to his land-forces, 
and encouraging them with his prefence, he left them at the 
difcretion of the conqueror, and taking on board his daughter 
and fome of his friends who were in Mejfana? together with 
the treafures he had lodged in that city, he patied the ftraights 
in the night, and fleered his courfe towards Afia with feven- 
teen galleys, the poor remains of a fleet of three hundred and 
fifty fail. His defign was to throw himfelf upon the mercy 
of Antony? whofe mother yulia he had formerly received and 
entertained -with great civility, when fhe abandoned Rome, 
during the war of Perujia. Upon his retreat, Tifunus Gal- 
lus? one of his lieutenants, immediately fubmitted to the con- 
queror with all the forces under his command. As for Plen- 
nius? who commanded eight legions in LUybccum? upon the 
firfr. news of Pompey's defeat, he marched with incredible ex- 
pedition to Mejfana? and threw himfelf into the place, before 
Octavianus or Agrippa had any intelligence of his defign. But 
feeing there were no hopes of relief, he took the advantage of 
Octavianus' f s abfence to capitulate with Lepidus, who granted 
him honourable conditions, and incorporated the troops he 
commanded among his own legions. Agrippa? whom Octa- 
vianus had left to carry on the fiege with Lepidus? exclaim- 
ed againft this unfair conduct, intreating him to wait till the 
arrival of his collegue, which at farthest would be, he faid, 
next morning. But Lepidus? without hearkening either to 
his remonftrances or intrcaties, received Plennius into bis 
camp, and gave up the city to be plundered by his foldiers. 
Octavianus? arriving at break of day, fent fome of his friends 
to his colleguc's camp to complain in his name of chefe pro- 
ceedings. Lepidus? who had now twenty- two legions under 
his command, anfwercd with great haughtinefs, that he 
would not fuffer Octavianus to take upon him all the autho- 
rity of the triumvirate, when he had an equal right to it. 
Upon this reply Octavianus? having firft gained over by his 
emiflarics the grcareft part of Lepi Jus's officers, repaired to 
his camp attended with a ftrong body of horfe, under pretence 
of making up matters with him in an amicable manner. He 

no fooner appeared, than Pitnmus % & legions, whom he had al- 
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ready found means to debauch, flocked to him, offering him 

their fervice Lepidus y alaimcd at this unexpected attempt, 

fell upon Ociailanus at the head of his guards, killed his 

fliield-bcarcr clofc by him, wounded him, and obliged him to 

retire in fome confufion. However, the next day Lepidus 

had the mortification to fee himfelf abandoned by all Ins troops, Lepidus 

who with their enfiens d i fid ay ed marched out of their camp, abandoned 

in good order, to join his rival (P). The unhappy tx\\\mv\x h^tt Jol- 

being thus left alone, quitted all the marks of his authority, J' r 'jJ* 

and putting on a mourning robe, after having remained fome ^ 

time uniegarded in the throng of thofe who made their fub- 

jniilions to Octavianus , threw himfelf at the feet of his col- 

leguc, and with great meannefs begged his life, which was 

granted him with his eftate, Octavianus defpifing him too much 

to take it from him. Suetonius is the only writer, who fays, 

that Octavianus banifhed him to Circeii, a fmall town on the 

coaft of Latium. That he attained to be one of the fupremc 

governors of the Roman empire was intirely owing to fortune, 

he being a man without any wifdom, valour, or activity; and 

therefore, after he had thus fallen from the high itation, to 

which fortune had raifed him, he was no more regarded, but 

ended his life in obfeurity and contempt. Thus the whole 

authority of the triumvirate devolved upon Antony and Qct#- 

vianusy who held the Roman empire divided between them, 

the former having all the eaft from the borders of Illyricum 

and the Adriatic gulph, and the latter all the reft b . 

No Roman general was ever at the head of fo powerful an 
army as Ottavianus was at this time in Sicily. He had under 
his command forty-five legions, twenty-five thoufand horfe, 
one hundred and fixty thoufand light-armed foot, and befides 
fix hundred fhips of war, without counting the fmaller vef- 
fels, which were without number. His power was now al- Octawaj 
moft equal to his ambition j but they were both checked by " us 'J 0 '" 
the infolcnce of his foldiers, who fcarce ever failed to allay , ' ma ~ 

7 J tiny. 

h APPI AN. 1. V. p. 741. DlO, 1. Xlix. p. 398. SuiiTONIUi 

in Oclavio. 

(P) Appian tells us, that OSlavtanus went alone to the camp of 
Lepidus, depending on his own merit, and the authority he had 
gained by his victories, Pompey's foldiers looking upon him with re- 
fpect and drawing round him. Hereupon Lepidus ordered his guards 
to difperfe them, and fall upon Q&wvianm % who, notwithstanding 
the wound he received, went to the place, where the eagles of 
the legions were kept, and taking one of them, exhorted the legi- 
onaries to follow hiiu, which they did accordingly, abandoning 
their own general. 
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tine joy which his victories gave him, and to put a ftop to hit 
further conquelts. The <war in Sicily being now at an end, 
the legionaries, reflecting on their great numbers and ftrength, 
began to mutiny, and demand in a tumultuous manner their 
difcharge, and the fame rewards which had been beftowed on 
thofe who had overcome Brutus and CaJJius in the plains of 
Philippi. Oclavianus endeavoured to appeafe the mutineers, 
by telling them that he deferred giving them the rewards 
which were due to their valour, till the return of Antony from 
the eaft : adding, that the Illyrians^ who had declared war, 
were to be conquered before any thing elfe could be done. 
But the mutinous legionaries refufed to march, till he had fa- 
tisfied their demands. Hereupon the general, being at a lofs 
what to do, caufed feveral crowns, bracelets, fpears, t&c. to 
be brought out for fuch of the foldiers as had diftinguifhed 
themfelves in the war, and fcarlet robes for the officers ; but 
a tribune, by name Ofilius told him with a great deal of in- 
folence, That he might keep thofe bawbles for children ; but as 
for bis foldiers , nothing would fat'tsfy them but money or land. 
At thele words the whole army (houted, and Oclavianus in a 
great paflion came down from his tribunal, and withdrew. 
The audacious tribune difappeared that night, and was never 
after feen or heard of, no-body doubting, but he had been 
privately difpatched by Oclavianus's orders. This made the 
others more cautious, but not more traceable 5 for whenever 
Octavianus appeared, they cried out all with one voice, Mo- 
ney, or our difcharge \ infomuch, that he was" at length obliged 
He dtf- t0 difmifs thofe, whofe time of fervice was expired, to the 
charges number of twenty thoufand. The others he pacified with 
feme, and large promifes, and a donative of five hundred drachmas a 
pacifies the man, which he levied upon the Sicilians. After this, having 
ttbers. fettled the affairs of Sicily^ he returned to Rome, where he 

was received with all poflible demonftrations of joy : the fe- 
nate in a body met him at the gates, and conducted him to 
the capitol, followed by all the people crowned with garlands; 
from the capitol, after he had returned thanks to the gods foe 
the fuccefs of his arms, they attended him to his palace. The 
pext day he afTembled the fenate, according to cuftoni, in 
the temple of Bellona, where in a fludied fpeech, which he 
caufed afterwards to be publifhed, he gave the cqnfcript lathcis 
an account of his expedition, and afiurcd them, that he had 
undergone fo many toils and dangers with no other view, but 
to rcfrorc peace and tranquillity to Rome. When he had end- 
ed his fpeech, he withdrew ; ana" the fenarors, who were 
no mure fwayed with the love of liberty, hut a fpirit of fla- 
"very, and the meaneft flattery, decreed him fuch honours <«* 
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hehimfelf was aftiamed to aflame. However, he gave them Honour? 
leave to erect a ftatue of gold to his honour in the forum with decreed f 
this inferiptton ; To Caefar, for having reft or cd peace by fea Ottavia- 
and land, and to appoint an annual feaft to be celebrated on nus hythe 
the day he had overcome Pompey, A triumph was decreed f cnatt \ 
him, but lie was fatisfied with an ovation, which honour he 
enjoyed on the ides of November c. After his ovation, ha 
aflembled the people, and having returned them thanks for 
the honour they had beftowed on him, he leflencd the taxes, 
and forgave thofe who had hired houfes of the publk all the 
rents they owed to the treafury. Thus he began to court the 
favour of the people at the expence of the public, being de- 
termined to lay hold of the fir ft opportunity that offered of crum-* 
ing Antony i as he had done Pompey and Lepidus, and afluming the 
whole power to himfelf. As the city, as well as the country, 
had been greatly infeired, during the late troubles, with 
thieves and robbers, he charged Sabinus^ one of his lieute- 
nants, to purfue them with fire and fword, and eftabliflied at 
Rome feveral companies for the guard of the city under the 
command of an officer, whom he ftyled prefect us vigilum* 
By this means peace and tranquility were reftored, not to 
Rome only, but to all Italy \ which, together with the plenty ft e cottrtv 
he procured, being now mailer of Sicily , gained the affections and got ns 
of the people to fuch a degree, that lb me cities went even the affeelf- 
fo far as to erect altars to their benefactor, efpecially after on* of the 
one generous action, which infpiFed them with a high opinion people 
of his prudence and good-nature. He had found among 
Pompey' s papers a great many letters to him from lb me of the 
chief men in the fenate. Thefc he brought into the forum, 
and before all the people threw them unopened into the fire r 
proteftirrg tl>at he iacrificed his private refentments to the 
good of the public. At the fame time he folemnly declared, 
that his intention was to refign bis authority as foon as Antony 
IhouKJ return from the Parthian war. This declaration, He it &*- 
however infincere, abfolutely gained him the hearts and af- fen perpe- 
fcitions of the undifcerning multitude, who immediately tual tri- 
chofe him tribune of the people for his life, hoping this new hunt of tfo 
dignity might induce him to lay down the more odious title people. 
Q\ triumvir. He readily accepted the perpetual tribuncfliip, 
which rendered his perfon lacred and inviolable - y but put off 
the luppreffion of the triumvirate till the return of Antony* 
difpatching in the mean time Bibulus to impart to him his 
refutation. After this Octavianus left Rome, and marched at 
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the head of his army againft the lllyrians^ who had Qiaken off 
the Roman yoke. 

Pompcy During thefe tranfa&ions at Rome, Pompey occafioned 
raifes nc*x> g rca t difturbances in the eaft. From Sicily he failed to the 
troufifa in if| anc ] 0 f Lejbos , where he was informed of the bad fuccefs 
13,9 which had attended Antony in his expedition againft the Par- 

thians. Hereupon he began to entertain thoughts of taking 
Alntony's poft in the eaft% or at lead of fharing with him the 
empire. With this view he fent embafTadors to the kings of 
Pontus, Thrace, and Parthia, foliciting their friendfliip, and 
offering them very advantageous terms. At the fame time 
he drew together what troops he could, giving out that lie 
had no other defign but to aflxfl: Antony , and defend himfelf 
againft Octaviajius. Antony, informed of thefe proceedings, 
commanded Marcus Titlus to take upon him the command 
of the army that was quartered in Syria, and watch the mo- 
tions of Pompey. Titius was ordered to receive him with all 
poflible marks of honour, if he yielded up himfelf and his 
troops ; but to cut both him and his army in pieces if he re- 
fufed to fubmic. But Pompey, before the arrival of Tittup 
had pulled off the mafk, and taken feveral cities of Afia Mi- 
nor, among the reft, Nicaa and MmW/fl. Hereupon 77- 
tius, taking with him Furnius, Antony's lieutenant in Afia, 
marched againft him, and, having defeated his fmall army, 
But fs de~ obliged him to furrendcr at difcretion. As foon as Antony had 
fiatedy notice of his being taken, he wrote to Titius to put him to 
taken pri- death 5 but, foon after, changing his mind, he fent a fecond 
/oner, and letter, ordering his lieutenant to fave him. But the fecond 
t** 1° meflenger arriving before the firfr, Titius perverfly interpret- 

ing the laft order he received to be the laft that was fent him, 
put the unfortunate captive to death, being afraid, as he had 
formerly fcrved under him, but abandoned him to fide with 
Antony, left he fliould be once in a condition, if his life 
were fpared, to be revenged on him for his treachery- This 
rendered "Titlus fo odious to the Roman people, who ftill re- 
tained a great regard for Pompey and his family, that they 
could never after bear the fight of him, but drove him out 
of the circus with hiifes and curfes, even while he was cxhi- 



a 



biting to them games and ihows at his own expence 

It was believed, that the death of Pompey would have put 
an end to all civil wars. But I he unbounded ambition of 
OSI^z'ii/nus and Antony foon involved the Roman irate in new 
doubles. The i-affion Antony had for Clerfatra, and the ex- 
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travagant prefents of whole provinces, which he beftowed on 
her, ferved Oclavianus for a fpecious pretence to make war 
upon him, though his real motive was to get rid of" a compe- 
titor to formidable, both for his valour, and the high rejviM- 
tion he had gained among the foldiery. Antony rud Lft O. 
via in Italy, as we have related above, and pafl : -d into .Vy- 
ria, whither he invited Cleopatra, and gave her all Pbcenice, 
Carle-Syria, Cyprus , and a great part of Arabia and Judtva. 
Thefe profufe gifts much difp leafed the Roman people, who 
daily published fcurrilous lampoons, cenfuring his conduct, 
and turning him into ridicule, on account of the fcandalous 
life he led with Cleopatra. Soon after he marched againft Antony"; 
the Parisians with thirteen legions, ten thoufand Gnulijh or proetivalitv 
Spanijl) horfe, and above thirty thoufand light- armed foot. °ff*"ds the 
But this mighty army, which made all the eaft tremble, ferv- & or " an 
ed only to render his retreat more fliameful, as we have re- P eo P Ie - 
lated at length in our hiftory of the Parthians* . As all tiie 
misfortunes he met with in that fatal expedition were owing 
to his paftion for Cleop>atra^ which made him neglect the 
more proper meafures, to follow thofe only, which might 
haften his return to that bewitching woman, the Roman: 
were highly incenfed againft him. But what moft of all pro- 
voked them was his taking Artaba-zes, king of Armenia, in a 
moft treacherous manner, as we have related elfewhere', and 
leading him in triumph into Alexandria, the Romans looking 
upon the ceremony of triumphing as appropriated whollv to 
their city. Oclavianus took advantage of Antonys impolitic OSavia- 
condu&, to eftrange more and more the minds of the people nusjiirsup 
from him ; and when he found their fpirits fufKciently exaf- the people 
penned, he refolved to fend his fifter Oftavia to hcrhufband, <*Z*i*fl 
that he might have a plaufible pretence to declare war, if he ^ im ' 
mould ofFer her the affront of fending her back without feeing 
her. Antony was then returned from his Parthian expedi- 
tion, and waiting at Leucopolis, or, as Plutarch calls it, Leu- 
cocome, for the arrival of Cleopatra, whom he had lent lor. 
The queen arrived at lair, bringing with her cloaths fur the 
foldiers, and vaft fums of money to be diftributed amon.; 
them. Almofr. at the fame time Niger, one of Antony** 
particular friends, arrived from OStavia, who was already 
come as far as Athens, with letters from her to her hulbmd ; 
wherein file acquainted him, that (he had brought with her 
cloaths for his foldiers, a gre.it many horfes, and rich prefents 
W his friends and officers, with two thoufand chofen men, 
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Cleopatra well armed to recruit the praetorian cohorts. This was very 
prevails unwelcome news to the queen, who, knowing Octavia came 

only to difpute with her, and lay in her claim to, /?ntony*s af- 
fections, anJ dreading the prefence of fo virtuous a rual, 
feigned a deep melancholy, and pretended to be dying for 
Jove of him. When me was near him, fhe beheld him with 
lan^uifhing eyes and a defpairing countenance, like one befide 
herfelf with love. She let fall tears in his prefence, and at 
the fame time pretended to dry them up in hafre, and unob- 
ferved, as if flie were afhamed to have him a witnefs of her 
weaknefs. By thefe artifices the crafty queen gained the a- 
fcendant over Antony and prevailed upon him to fend word 
to Otiavidy that fhe fhould not purfue her journey into Syria, 
but to return to Rome. After this he waited on Cleopatra 
back to Alexandria; where he paffed the winter with that 
lewd woman in all manner of luxury, pomp, and voluptuouf- 
nefs. 

' Octavia being returned to Rome , her brother ordered her to 
quit her hufband's houfe, fince he had treated her focontemptu- 
oufly : but the virtuous Octavia refufed to obey him, faying, 
that though (he had a great refpecl: for her brother, yet fhe 
could not prevail upon herfelf to comply with his orders 5 and 
therefore conjured him not to force her to leave the houfe of 
a perfon, whom fhe would always honour as her hufoand in 
fpite of his inconftancy : fhe intrcated him to abandon her 
intcrefr, and not make war upon Antony for an affront, which 
regarded her alone, fince it would be a fhameful thing to 
have it reported, that two of the greatefr. commanders in the 
world had involved the Roman peopie in a war, the one to 
juftify his miftrefs, the other in refentment for his fitter's ill 
ufage. O&avianus could not help indulging her virtuous in- 
clinations ; he allowed her to continue in her hufband's houfe, 
where flic brought up his children with extraordinary care, 
without making any diflindHon letween her own and thole 
he had by Fulvia. She took under her protection all thole 
whom her hufband fent to Ro??ie to fue for offices, aflifted 
their pretenfions with the authority her virtue gave her, 
and never left importuning her brother, till fhe had ob- 
tained for them what they tlefired. Hut nothing proved 
more prejudicial to Antony* s intereit than this deportment 
of Octavia ; his injurious treatment of a woman of her rank, 
merit, and virtue, drew on him the refentment of all the 



Antony 

gives new 



Ro?nanSy who were 



occafion of . _ » . 

offence to this time at 

The Roman whole P eo P r lc of that 
people, gymnaftum, and 



flill more provoked at what he did 

Alexandria. For having f called the 

great metropolis, he a (Tern bled them " l 

caufing a throne of filvcr to be creeled 

there 



Chap. 16. The Roman Hijlory. 259 

there with two feats of gold, the one for himfelf, the other 
U.r Cleopatra, and lower feats at their feet for his children^ 
he proclaimed Cleopatra queen of Egypt, Cyprus, Africa, and 
Ctrle-Syria, and joined with her as her collegue Cafarion 9 
whom me had by Julius Cafar. As for his own chil- 
dren by Cleopatra , he gave to Alexander Armenia , Media , 
Partbia, and the. reft of the eaftern provinces from the Eu- 
phrates to the* Indus j to Cleopatra, the twin-fifter of Alexan- 
der, Libya and Cyrene \ and to- Ptolemy + whom he fur named 
Pbiladelphus, Phcenice, Syria-, Ci Hcia, ,3.nd all the countries of 
the Lefjer Afia fiom the Euphrates to the tlellefpont ; and he 
conferred on each of them the title of king of kings. What 
feemed moft remarkable in this folemnity was, that Cleopatra. 
appeared d reft like the goddefs I/is, and Antony like the god 
Ojiris , and from that time both frequently gave audience 
to the people, in the attire which was thought peculiar to 
thofe deities p . Oclavianus, taking advantage of the general Oftavil- 
refentment againft Antony, which this divifion of provinces nusaecu/ei 
occafioned at Rome, accufed him before the fenate and people '!* r t* 
of this and feveral other attempts highly injurious to the ma- e J 
jefty of the Roman empire ; which Antony being informed of, 
he fent fame of his friends to Rome to plead his caufe, and 
accufe Oclavianus in his turn. The chief articles he preferred 
againft him were, 1. That he had not fhared with him. the Article} 
ifland of Sicily, which was lately taken from Pompey. 2. That preferred 
he had not made reftitution of the (hips he had lent him. e ^! n ^. 
3. That having abrogated the power of Lepidus his collegue, ot ^ ia ~ 
he had appropriated to himfelf his army, his government, and ™* to „y # 
his revenues. Laftly, that he had divided almoft: all Italy * 
among his own foldiers, and referved nothing for his. To 
thefe accufations Oclavianus anfwered, that he had not dif- 
mifTed Lepidus from his government, till he had made it ap- 
pear that he was unfit to govern ; that as to what he had got 
by the war, he woulo! divide it with Antony, when he gaVe him 
bisfhare of Armenia ; and as for Antony's foldiers, thev could 
not furely value or claim a few acres of land in Italy, after 
they had conquered^all Media^ and reduced the wealthy em- 
pire of the Purtbians by the mighty exploits they had per- 
formed, under the conduct of their invincible general. An- 
tony was fo provoked at this biting jeft, that though he had 
already marched as far as the river Araxes with a defign to 
invade Partbia, he dropt that expedition, and ordered Cani- 
d\us, one of his lieutenants, to march forthwith at the head 
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of faxtccn legions down to the coafts of the Ionian Tea, and 
there keep hi mfelf in a readinefs to pafs over into Europe at a 
day's warning. As for Antony himfelf, he haftened with 
Cleopatra to Epbefus, where his lieutenants had got together 
eight hundred veiTels, of which the queen furnifhed two hun- 
dred with twenty choufand talents and provifions for the whole 
army. Antony was ad vifed by his friends to fend back Cleo- 
patra into Egypt, there to expect the event of^the war; but 
fhe, dreading a peace might be made in her abfence, upon 
condition of Antony's receiving again OcJavia and excluding 
her, prevailed upon Ca nidi us with a large fum of money to 
reprefent to Antony, that it was not juft to drive away a 
princefs with difgraoe, who bore fo great a part in the charge 
of the war * that it would be highly impolitic to difoblige the 
Egyptians, who made up fo confiderable a part of his naval 
forces ; and finally, that Cleopatra was not inferior to any of 
the kings who attended him, in prudence and good fenfe, as 
was manifefr from her governing fo mighty a kingdom by her- 
ictf. It was owing to OcJavianus's good fortune and Antony\ 
evil deftiny, that this counfel took place, Cleopatra was al- 
lowed to itay, and they both left Ephefus^ and fet fail for Sa- 
tnos^ the place of the general rendezvous. Thither all the 
kings, princes, and nations from Egypt to the Euxzne fea, and 
from Armenia to Illyricum, were ordered to fend men, arms, 
and provifions. It was at the fame time proclaimed, that all 
Iragc- players,' dancers, fingers, buffoons, £5V. fhould repair 
to the lame ifland j fo that fometimes a ihip, which was 
thought to be laden with foldicrs and warlike ftores, proved 
fraught with fecnes, machines for the ftage, muficians, and 
players. Thus, while the reft of the world was in tears, and 
great dread of the approaching war, joy, and all kind of 
plealures reigned \\t Samos, as if they had abandoned all other 
places to relide there. Thither each city, within the limits 
or Antony's government, was ordered to fend an ox to be 
offered in facriiice ; and the kings, who attended him, were 
in a perpetual difpute, who fhould make the in oft magnificent 
feafts : infomuch, that it became a common quefHon among 
the fpefhrors, If hat uuill they do by way ef triumph after the 
-victory, free they make fuch rejoicings at the opening of a 
da>igeroui xl or 1 ? 

F k o m San.es, Antony f.iilcd for Athens, where he lived after 
his ufuaJ m.trmer, (pending his'whole time in luxury and volup- 
luoulhcf*. Cleopatra, who accompanied him, being jealous of 
the honours (Jf/avia had received at Athens, infinuated her- 
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U\t, with all the civilities imaginable, into the favour of the 
Athenians, who in requital decreed her honours beyond the 
condition of mortals, and deputed feveral of the citizens to 
wait upon her at her houfe with the decree. At the head of 
this deputation was Antony himfclf, he being free of Athens : 
and, as he was chofen their fpeaker, he harangued the queen 
in the name of the people. While he was at Athens? C. So- 
fas and Domitius Ahenobarbus^ the confuls of this year, were 
obliged to leave Rome? not thinking thernfelves fafe there, af- 
ter they had taken upon them to defend Antony. They both ^ e ^^ r " 
took refuge in Athens? and incenfed Antony to fuch a degree ce f (J " a " 
againit OSiavianus? that he folemnly divorced Oc~la<uia y and via " 
fent proper officers to Rome to drive her out of his houfe. 
The vii tuo us Octavia obeyed without complaining, and re- 
tired to her own houfe with all his children, except Antyllus? 
jus cideft ion by Fulvia? who was with his father- She only 
lamented her hard fate, in feeing herfelf looked upon as one 
of the caufes of a civil war. But men of penetration well 
knew, that there was only one true caufe of the prefent 
breach, viz. Octavianus's unbounded ambition, which, not 
fatisfied with one half of the Romkn empire, afpired at the 
whole. But he had certainly been difappointed, had not An- 
tony? according to his cuftom,fpent fo much time in idlenefs 
and debauchery, at Samos and Athens? with that bewitching 
woman, who at length was the occafion of his ruin. Had 
Antony come immediately to a final decifion, he muft una- 
voidably have carried the day, he having then with him a 
powerful fleet and a numerous army, whereas his rival had not 
yet made any preparations for a war ; and befides all Italy 
was in a ferment, on account of the extraordinary taxes which' 
he was forced to lay on the people, for the raifxng of the ne- 
ccflary fums : infomuch that it was looked upon as one of the 
greater! of Antony's ovei fights, that he put off the war till the 
next rummer, by which time Octavianus? having quieted the 
people, put himfelf in a condition of difputing the empire, 
with forces equal to thofe of his enemy r . 

During Antony** flay at Athens? many of his friends, Antony // 
bung iH u f et j by Cleopatra for oppofing her defign of at tending forfaken by 
Antony in the war, abandoned him, and came over to Octa- feyerai of 
"utniuy among the reit Plancus, and Utius his nephew, hisfriendt. 

iancus on his arrival at Rome accufed Antony before the fe- 
nate of fever ul crimes, with fo much venom and bitternefs, 
ihrtt Copt, >,i us could not forbear laying to him, Surely you ne- 
" *' ob,f* rr i ift\ - you now lay to Antony's charge till the 
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evenirtg before your departure, reproaching him thereby either 
with bafcncfs, in enduring thofe crimes fo long, or with ftu- 
pidity, in not finding them out (boner ( QJ. Pollio*s con- 
duct: was as generous, as P/ancus 7 s was infamous. Po/Iio had 
abandoned yfntony y and, led a private life in Italy , ever fincc 
his fir ft intrigues with Cleopatra 5 but yet, when Octavianus 
pre/Ted him to ferve under him in this war, he anfwered 
frankly, / have ferved Antony better perhaps than he has re- 
warded me ; however , as the favours J have received at his 
hands are more known than the fervices I have done him, to 
avoid the imputation of ingratitude, I will not take up arms 
again ft him, but quietly wait the event of the war, and be at 
the difcretion of the conqueror. Antony had made a will in fa- 
vour of Cleopatra, and highly injurious and dilhonourable to 
the Roman people, and lodged it with the veftals at Rome, 
Plancus and ^Titius, who had been privy to all his fecret court- 
fels and defigns, gave notice of it to Octavianus, who imme- 
diately demanded it. The religious veftals anfwered, that 
they could not deliver it up, without a facrilegious breach of 
the truft repofed in them 5 but that Octavianus might, if he 
thought fit, come and feize it himfelf ; which he did accord- 
ingly > an ^ having flrft read it over in private, and made 
marks upon thofe places which he thought moft for his purpofe, 
Octavia- he called the fenate, and caufed it to be read to them. In 
nus makes tn j s w i]j Antony declared, that C&farion, Cafars fon by Geo- 
ufe of An- p atra ^ was \ }orn j n lawful wedlock, and therefore was the 

)7}ir™up trUC hdr ° f J* littS Ca f* r - This was difpoflcffing Octavia- 

arJhiJt * t Plancus was one of Cleopatra's moft fervile flatterers, and 
g bad been privy to all Antony % intrigues, debating himfelf to the 

meanell employments about him, even to the writing 1 of his love- 
letters to the queen and to other women. Though he had been 
confu!, commander in chief of an army, and governor of a pro- 
vince, he was not afhamcd to appear at the Egyptian court among 
common actors, buffoons, and itage- players, all wretches, whofc 
birth was as mean as their profeffion. At a public entertainment, 
to curry favour with the queen, he took upon him to perfonate 
Gfaucus, and, having painted his body green, danced quite naked 
on the public theatre, with a crown of reeds on his head, trailing 
behind him the tail of a huge fill*. This behaviour, highly unbe- 
coming a man of his age and quality, made him appear contemptible 
in the eyes, of the Egyptians themfelves. Btfides, Antony abu fed and 
reproached him for tome extortion*, whereof he had been accufed; 
which, as he was already defpifed by the Egyptians^ he took fo 
much amifs, th.it he laid hold of the firll opportunity that offered to 
abandon Jntony \ and join OJiavianus, who received him with great 
drmonftraiiom of friendflvp and affection. 

nus 
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r.us of the inheritance which he held, only as the adopted 
Urn of the dictator. By the fame will he bequeathed molt of 
the Roman territories, which were under his command, to 
Cleopatra and her children ; and moieover ordered his body, 
where-ever he fhould die, though at Rome itfelf, to be lent 
into Egypt to Cieopatra? there to be buried, as fhe mould di- 
rect. Octavianus infiited more efpecially on that part or' the 
will which related to his funeral, and on his robbing the Ro- 
man people of their provinces, to enrich a foreign princefs, 
who was an enemy to Rome. As thefe charges were unde- 
niably made good from an authentic inftrumcnt, they 
eftranged from him the minds of many, who had hitherto 
pleaded his caufe with great zeal. Some of his friends, how- 
ever, rook his part, declaring, that they thought it an extra- 
ordinary and unprecedented way of proceeding to punifh a 
man in his life-time, for what was not to be put in execution 
nil after his death. Hereupon Cains Calvifius accufed him of He is ar- 
fcveral other crimes, viz. that he had made a prefent to Cleo- cufed of 
fatra of the famous library of the kings of Pergamus? con lift* Jevera/ 
mg of two hundred thoufand volumes ; that lie had fuffered crimes bx 
the Epheftans to give her the title of their queen ; that he ^ Calvi- 
had frequently at the public audience of kings and princes 
received love-letters from Cleopatra? and read them on his 
tribunal ; that one day, when Furnius? an orator ot great elo- 
quence and authority among the Romans? was pleading before 
him, he left him and the audience in the middle of their caufc 
to follow Cleopatra? who happened to pa fs by in her chair \ 
that at a folemn feaft he had nfen from table, and trod upon 
her foot, which all the guefts looked upon as the fignal of i» 
private meeting, iffc. The heads of this accusation, however 
ridiculous they may feem at prefent, were ferioufly propofed 
by Calvifius? and appeared of fuch moment and weight to 
Antony's friends, that they fent one Gemini us to him to let 
him know, that his affairs required him to be more circum- 
IpecT, and that, uniefs be altered his conduct, he was in dan- 
ger of being deprived of the office of conful, to which he had 
been named for the year enfuing, of being fti ipped of all his 
governments, and declared an enemy to the Roman people. 
The arrival of Geminius alarmed Cleopatra? who, looking 
upon him as one of Octavia's fpies, ridiculed him, and made 
him the conftant jeft of the table, where flic took care to 
have him always placed at the lower end. Geminius bore all 
her affronts and outrages with great patience, in hopes of 
finding at length an opportunity of talking with Antony in 
private. But he, inflcad of giving him a private audience, 
afked him one night at a full table, what had brought him to 

Athens ? 



264 7be Roman Hifiory. Book III, 

Athens ? "The hufinejs I come upon, faid he, well deferves a 
ferious confideration^ and is not to be talked of over a hottlt. 
One things however, I am charged by your friends to tell ycu y 
which you may hear as well drunk as fiber \ your affairs u. ill 
bear a much better face, if you fend back Cleopatra into E^vpr. 
You have done very wifely, Gerninius, anfwereJ the queen m 
a great paflion, to tell us this important fecret, without wait- 
The irnpe- tng till it was extorted from you on the rack. A few Ja\» 
rious beha- after Gerninius, dreading the effecls of Cleopatra's difpleafuic, 
nriour of made his efcape and returned to Rome, whither he was lul- 
Cleopatra lowed by many of Antony's friends, no longer able to hear 
obliges fe- with the ill ufage they received from the imperious queen. 
*veral of Among thefe were Marcus Sy lianas and DeUius the hiltorian. 
Antony'* The latter had faid at an entertainment, where the wine was 
friends not to his mind, that Antonys friends drank vinegar, while at 
■to* for jake R ome Sartnentus was ferved with Falernian wine. This Sar- 

mentus is mentioned by Horace f , and was one of Octavianus's 
buffoons. Clcopiatra took this raillery fo ill, that ihe ordered 
Dellius to be privately murdered ; but he being acquainted, 
by one Glaucui a phyfician, of her defign, 'laved himfelf by 
flight and retired to Rome 1 , 
if ar de- And now Octavtanus, finding himfelf in a condition to 
(fared encounter Antony with equal forces, no longer delayed de- 

a^amft daring war ; but caufed it to be decreed only againft Geo- 
Cleopatra. for fear of 

provoking Antonyms friends, who were Hill 
very numerous and powerful. However, Antony was de- 
prived of the confulate, and his government was taken from 
him, for fuffcring himfelf to be ruled by a woman. The de- 
cree implied befides, that Cleopatra had fo bewitched Antmj 
with her charms and potions, as to bereave him of his fenfes ; 
and that Antony was not to manage the war aga'mft the Ro- 
mans, but Mardion the eunuch, Photinus, ajnd Iras, Cleopa- 
tra's waiting- woman, and Charmion, another of her maids, 
who were become Antony's counfellors and prime miniftersut 
ftate u . It is faid, that this war was preceded by many iigns 

and prodigies (R), which were all interpreted very juttly, 

but 

f Flo rat. 1. i. fatyr. 5. ' PLUT.ibid. Di o. lib. 1. p. 420 

u Plut. ibid. Dio. p. 421,422. 

(R) The city of Pifattrum, where Antony had fettled a colony, 

was Aval lowed up by an earthquake : a marble ilatue of Anhny 

at Alba was ob ferved to fweat for many days together. Win e 

he himfelf was in the city of Patra, the temple of Hercules wai 

dcilroycd by lightning, and at Athens the ftatue of Bacchus was by 

a violent 
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but not before Antony's defeat. The forces of the contending The forces 
parties were anfwcrable to the empire they fhared between */*Oc"tavi- 
them, Antony had under his command all the provinces nus<w ^ 
from the Euphrates and Armenia to the Ionian Tea and Illyri- -Anton/. 
cum, and from Cyrene to ALthiopia. Octavianus's govern- 
ment extended from Illyri cum to the ocean, and compre- 
hended all the coaft of Africa that was oppofite to Italy * 
Gaul, and Spain. Many kings followed Antony's fortune, 
and attended him in this war ; namely Boccbus icing of Mau- 
ritania , Tarconde/nus or Tarcondimotus of Upper Ci/icia, Ar- 
ch da us of Cappadocia , Philadelphus of Paphlagoma, Mhhri- 
dates of Comagcne, Ada/las ot Thrace. Thefe attended him 
in perfon : but Polemon king of Pontus 9 Alalchus king of 
Arabia, Herod king of Judega^ Amyntas king of Lycaonia 
and Galatia, only font their quotas ot forces. All thefe to- 
gether made up an army of a hundred thoufand foot and 
twelve thoufand horfe. His navy confifted of five hundred 
fhipsof war, fome whereof had eight, and Come ten lanks of 
oars. As for Octavianus, he had no foreign princes in his 
army, which amounted only to eighty thoufand foot, but was 
as ftrong in cavalry as the enemy's. He had no more than 
two hundred and fifty (hips, but thofe light, and well manned 
■with failovs, rowers, and foldiers; wheieas Antony's fecmed 
built for ofrentation, and, befides, were but very indifferently 
manned, his officers having been obliged, for wane of mari- 
ners, to prefs in Greece, which had been exhaufted long be- 
fore, carriers, labourers, and even boys - 3 and for all this his 
vcflels had not their full complement 1 **. 

w Plut. ibid. Dro. p. 422, 423. 

a violent wind blown out of the Gigantomeichia, and carried into 
the theatre. The Gigantomachia was a public edifice at Athens* 
where the battle of the gods with the giants was rcprcfented in 
painting Thefe two latter prodigies were looked upon as very bad 
omens for Antony* who pretended to derive his pedigree from 
Htrcu/es, and made a profelfion of imitating Bacchus* caufing 
himfelf for that reafon to be called young Bacchus. * The fame 
ftorm falling at Athens upon the Iratues of Eumtnes and Atta/us, 
which had been dedicated to Antony* and were called Antonii* o- 
vcrrurned them without hurting others, that flood equally ex poled. 
Some fwallows built their neft in the ftcrn of Cleopatra's admiral 
gal ey, called Antonias ; but others drove diem away and dertroyed 
their nelts (91). 

(91) Pint, in Antonio, 



Vol. XIII. 



LI 



Before 



266 



'the Roman KJtory. 



Book III; 



They write Before thefe two mighty fleets and armies came to en- 
foarp la- gage, a paper war broke out, on what occasion we knownot, 
ters to each between the generals, who wrote very (harp and reflecting 
ctver. letters to each other. Oct avi anus reproached Antony with 

the prodigality or' his entertainments and his intrigues with 
Cleopatra. Antony, on the other hand, put Octavianus in 
mind of the famous entertainment of the twelve gods, at 
which he prcfided drcft like Apollo-, while the other guefts, 
women as well as men, appeared in the attire of gods and 
god defies, and pa fled the night in the moft infamous de- 
baucheries (S). To this he added his hafty marriage with 
Llvia againft all rules of decency ; his divorcing Scribonia y 
becaufc Ihe would not bear with the capricious humour of that 
new miilrefs ; and on this occafion all the Roman ladies, with 
whom Oclavianus had ever carried on intrigues, were brought 
upon the ftagc. Antony in one of his letters reproached him, 
with th-j cowardice he had betrayed, in all the engagements 
at which he haJ been prefent, mentioning thofe fhameful cir- 
curnflanccs of which we have taken notice above. Hereupon 
Otfavtanus wrote to him, that it was child ifh to fight any- 
longer with the pen ; but that, if he would approach at the 
head of his army, he fliould be fuffered to land in Italy with- 
out moleltation, that his fleet fhould have fafe ports, and his 
land-forces ground enough to incamp on and put themfelvesin 
order of battle. In return to thefe bravadoes, Antony chal- 
lenged his rival to a fmgle combat, though he was much old- 
er ; and fent him word, that, if he declined the challenge, he 
was ready to meet him at the head of his army in battle- 
array in the plains of PharJ'ulia, where Cerfar and Pompey had 
formerly decided their quarrel. However nothing was done 
this year; Octavianus aflcmbled both his fleet and armyat 
Brun^ir/ium, and Antony came as far as Corcyra to meet him ; 
but, the fumnicr being far fpent and the tempeftuous feafonof 
the year approaching, they both retired and put their armies 
into winter-quarters *. 



* Put. &Dio. ibid. 

(S^ This feaft, which was called the dodecatheon % becaufc the 
gucrts pcrfonated t-zue/ve goo's and goddeffes had made a great 
noife at Rome, and had been the iubject of many fatirical c- 
pi- rams. yJutonv had never been guilty of more in fa won* 
and icandalous debaucheries, than OSairianus was on this oc- 
cafion. 

Is 
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In the mean time, the confular year expiring, Octavianus Octavia- 
caufed himfelf to be declared conful for the third time, and nus'x third 
took M. Valerius Meffala for his collegue in the room of confulatc. 
Antony, who was to enjoy that dignity this year, according 
to the agreement made between the two triumvirs and Pom- 
pa; of which we have fpoken above. Meffaiu resigned rhe 
fafces on the kalends of May to M. Titius, who had abandon- 
ed Antony together with Plane us, and Tit his on the kalends 
of October yielded his office to one Cn. Pompcius^ of whofe 
Mcent or fervices no mention is made in hiftory. 

As foon as the fcafon would permit, both armies took the Antony 
field, and the fleets put to fea. Antony's fleet failed into the incamps 
Jmbracian gulph, between the iflands of Corcyra and Cephale- at Acrium 
nia 9 and his army incamped at Act him near his fleet. Actium near his 
was a fmall city on the fouth-fide of the mouth of the gulph fleet . 
in Acarnania. While Antony's fleet was at anchor there, 
Octavianus, crofling the Ionian fea, furprifed Tory?ie, a fmall 
city near Actium. This unexpected attempt oceafioncd great 
confufion in Antony's camp, by reafon only a few legions 
were yet arrived, and they had no news of the reft. But 
Cleopatra, to calm their fears, turned it into a jeft ; Indeed \ 
faid fhe, zue ought to tremble, new that Caefar has taken To- 
ryne (T), alluding to the word Toryne, which in the lan- 
guage of that country fignifies a ladle. The next morning, 
as foon as it was light, Octavianus appeared off Actium with 
his fhips in order of battle. As Antony's legions were nop 
yet arrived, he had but a fmall number of fol'diers on board 
his fleet, and confequently mult unavoid ibly hive been de- 
feated, had Octavianus attacked him. To divert him there- 
fore for the prefent from engaging, which he knew was no 
difficult matter in the abfence of Agrippa, he armed all his 
rowers and mariners, placed them on the decks, and failed 
up into the mouth of the gulph, as if he intended to fall up- 
on the enemy \ which Octavianus no fooncr obferved, than 
he retreated, as Antony had cxpc*£lcd. Octaviantis's land- v^W Octa* 
forces wore incamped on the oilier fide of the mouth of the vianus on 
gulph of Ambracia, at a place where Octavianus afterwards the efpofite 
built, in memory of his victory, a city which he called A r . ; - fi^ e of the 
CGpclis, or the city of victory. While he lay there, Antony, Ambraci- 
who was well acquainted with the country, found means 10 a11 K U, P X * 

(T) *Tis impofliblc to prcferve the beauty of this allufion in pur 
language. Toryne, which in this place is made ufe of as the name 
of a town, figniiics Iikcvvife a ladle ; and the witticil'm lies there, 
as \\ Ut upntra had faid, Wc ought indeed to tntnble nozv that Ovtaii- 
*nu5 ('a j taken a Utdle f cm us, 

L 1 2 C"t 
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The ex- 
ploits of 
.Agrippa. 



Several 
perfons of 
difiiriElion 
go over to 

Octavia- 



cut off the water from his camp, which much diftre/Ted his 
army y . In the mean time the brave jfgrippa, with a fqua- 
dron and a confiderable body of land- forces, ravaged the coafts 
of Greece, intercepted all the convoys that were coming to 
Antony from Egypt, Syria, and Afia, and, making defcents, 
ilormed feveral cities, among the reft Methane in Peloponne- 
sus, where Bccshus, king of Mauritania, who had fided with 
jtntony, and defended the place, was killed, and tne nume- 
rous gar i Ton cut in pieces. From Methonc Agrippa failed for 
Leucas, at a fmall diftance from Actium, and in the fight of 
Antony made himfelf maftcr of that ifland and the (hips he 
found there. The cities of Patra and Corinth were likewife 
forced to fubmit to him, after he had defeated J§K Najtdius, 
whom Antony had fent to ftop the progrefs of his conquefts. 
As he was returning from the coafts of Greece to join Octa- 
<vianus, he fell in with So/ius y one of Antony's admirals, who 
had juft put to flight L. Taurefius, whom Octavianus had 
fent out with a numerous fquadron to watch the enemy's mo- 
tions. Agrippa attacked him with his ufual bravery, took 
fome of his (hips, funk others, and difperfed the reft. In this 
engagement Sojius himfelf perifhed, and with him Tarcondimo- 
tus king of Cilicia. At the fame time, a great body of Anto- 
ny's cavalry, commanded by himfelf, was defeated by a de- 
tachment of Octaui anus's cavalry under the command of 27- 
tins and Statilius Taurus. Theft: advantages, and the arrival 
of Agrippa with his victorious fquadron, induced Antony to 
abandon in the night-time the camp which he had fortified 
over-againft the enemy's, and retire to Actium on the other 
fide of the Ambracian gulph, where the greaceft part of his ar- 
my lay. While he continued at Actium, feveral perfons of 
diftinclion, feeing his fleet fo unfortunate in every thing that 
was undertaken, and himfelf fpending his whole time with 
Clccpatra, abandoned him, and went over to Octavianus. 
Among thefe were the kings Amyutas 
Cneius Domitius Ahcnobarbus, the lafl 
notwithstanding his affection to Antony, 
with the haughty and infolent behaviour of Cleopatra. 
unexpected defertion of Domitius, whom Antony looked upon 
as one of his be ft friends, fiung him to the heart : however, 
his carriage to him was very generous, and much again ft the 
will of Cleopatra ; for he fent after him his whole equipage, 
with his fi tends and fervants ; which fo fcnfibly touched Do- 
mitius, who was fick of a fever when he fled, that he foon 
after died, his diftcmper being incrcafed by the giief of aban- 



and Dcjotarus, and 
year's conful, who, 
could no longer bear 

The 
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doning a man, who by kindnefs requited his infidelity and de- 
fertion. The flight of Domitius proved extremely prejudi- 
cial to Antony's intereft, molt men believing, that a perf^ ! 
of his underftanding and penetration would never have aban- 
doned him, had he not thought the ruin of his party inevi- 
table. Antony now began to diflxuft even his bed friends, 
and caufed fume of them upon bare fufpicions to be put 
to death ; name\y\Jamblicbus^ a petty king of Arabia, who 
expired upon the rack, and i^. Po/lhu?nius, a fenator of dif- 
tinclion z . 

At length Canidius, commander in chief of Antony* s for- Canidius 
ces, arrived with the reft of the legions, and Toon after his *d<uijes 
arrival, as he faw the danger nearer, changed his mind with ^ , : ?on > r i0 
relation to Cleopatra. He advifed Antony by all means tu 
fend her back, and retire himfelf into Thrace and Macedon^ 'copatra 
there to decide the quarrel in the open fields with his land- an rcu '* m 
forces ; the rather, becaufe Dt comes , king of the Get a-, was 
ready to join him with a great army. // will not, faid he to 
Antony , be any difparagement to you to quit the fea, and leave 
Oclavianus mafter of it^ who in his wars zvith Pompey has 
gained fo great experience in maritime affairs, hut it zuill be 
renouncing both fenfe and reafon for you, who arc one of the 
ino/l experienced land-officers in the world, to make no other ufe 
of your well difciplined and flout troops, than to difperfe them 
on board feveral /hips, and render them ufelefs in the defence of 
a navy, What can be more ridiculous , more abfurd, than to 
depend upon the fea and winds for a vitlory, which the valour 
and experience of your joldiers, whom you have tried in fo many 
dangers , leave you no ro$m to doubt of by land ? Antony was But Anto- 
very much inclined to follow the advice of his prudent and ny re fo Ives 
faithful general ; but Cleopatra, whofe words were oracles uponafigbt 
with him, biafled him the other way, and obliged him, againft at fea. 
his own judgment, to hazard the empire and his life in a fea- 
fight. The perfidious and cowardly queen already enter- 
tained thoughts of flying, as Plutarch informs us, and was 
deliberating, not how to be aflifting to Antony in obtaining 
the victory, but how flie might, when all was loft, make 
her efcape with gneateft (afety a . Antony, being now deter- 
mined to put the whole to the iffue of a general engagement 
by fen, went often from his camp to the place where his fleet 
rid at anchor, fomctimcs alone, and fometirnes attended only 
byfome of his particular friends, as fufpecting no danger. One 
of Oclavianus's flavcs having by chance obferved him, ran 



2 Plut, ibid. Vu lt.. Pa t e rcu l, 1. ii. c. 8.f , Dio. lib. 1. p. 

427, 4=8. A Plut. Dio. ibid. 
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immediately to his mafter, and told him, that he had feen 
Antony walking, without any diftruft, and flenderly attended, 
from his camp to the fea-fide. Hereupon Oitavianus the 
fame night ordered a party of chofen men to crofs the gulph, 
-which at the entrance was but a mile over, and lie in wait 
for Antony on the narrow neck of land which led from his 
'Jinrony in carn p to the fea. His orders were put in execution with fuch 
danger of jf ecreC y 5 and the whole affair fo well conducted, that had it 
falling in- nQt beQn for the impatience of fome foldiers, who ftarted up 

*° ' to ° foon > thc y had feized on d n * on y<> and P ut aa end to the 

my stands. without fhedding a drop of blood ; for they took the of- 
ficer whojuft walked before him, and it was with the utmoft 
difficulty that Antony himfelf got off b. 

And now Antony being determined, out of a (hameful 
complaifance for Cleopatra, and againft his own opinion as 
well as that of all his officers, to try his fortune by fea, be- 
gan to make the necelfary preparations for an action, on the 
fuccefs whereof depended the empire of the Roman world. 
As he was well acquainted with the effeminacy of the Egyp- 
tians, he was afraiJ they would turn their backs as foon as 
the fight began ; and therefore he fet fire to all their ftiips ex- 
cept fixty, which he fpared, that they might ferve as a guard 
for the queen. Out of the other fquadrons from Syria, Greece, 
Cilicia, the kingdom of Pergamus, and Phcenice, he chofe the 
Left gallies from three ranks of oars to ten. The reft he con- 
demned to the flames for want of mariners. While he was re- 
viewing the troops that were to imbarque, an old experienced 
officer, who had fought often under him, and had his body 
covered all over with fears, called to him aloud, and addref- 
fed him thus : O my noble general, ivhy do you mlftruft thefe 
wounds and this fword, fo as to put your confidence in rotten 
wood ? Leave the water to the Egyptians and Phoenicians, 
men born and nitrfed up in that element ; but give us Romans 
the land, where we are accujlomed to brave death, and make 
cur enemies fly before us. Antony returned no anfwer ; only 
by his looks, and the motion of his hand, he fecmed to bid 
him he of good heart, though he himfelf was far from being 
latisficd with the pofturc of his affairs, as manifeftly appeared 
from his behaviour towards the pilots, who were for leaving 
their Oils behind ; hut Antony obliged them to take them 
with them, faying, lYc tnufi not let one enemy efeape ; which 
was putting a good face upon a bad caufe <. 

And now both fleets were ready to engage; hut a violent 
florin, which continued for four days together, prevented 



* Plvt. ibid. Plut. ibid. Di o. p. 42R. 
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them. On the fifth, the fea being calm, they advanced to- 
wards each other in good order. Gellius Publicola command- The difpv- 
ed Antony % right wing, Ccclius the left, and Marcus Octavius fition of the 
and Marcus jujieius the main body. On Ocla r uianus y s fide, two facts* 
Agrippa was placed in the centre, having Larius on his 
right, and Aruntius on his left. As for Oclavianus and 
tony, they were both, according to fome writers, in the right 
wing of their refpccStive fleets; according to others, they 
chol'c no particular place for themfelves 5 but went each in a 
light vcflcl from one divifion to another, encouraging their 
men, and putting them in mind of their former exploits and 
victories (U). This day, faid Antony to his men before the 
engagement, / expect the empire of the world from your valour^ 
and promije you rezvards anfwcrahle to fo noble a conqueft. 
Oclavianus gave no lefs hopes to his men, and with more con- 
fidence, having been animated by a happy omen, which he 
caufed to be publilhed throughout the fleet (W). Antony or- 
dered 

(U) According to Plutarch, Antony commanded the right wing 
in conjunction with Publicola. The fame writer places Oclavianus 
in his riaht wing, Agrippa in the left, and Aruntius in the centre 
(oc;. The right wing of the Julian flips, fays Velleius Paterculus (96% 
was committed to M. Larius, the left to Aruntius, and to Agrippa 
the charge of the whole. Caifar tuas prefent every-vohere. The com- 
mand of Antony's fleet was committed to Publicola and Sofius. As 
to the land-forces it is agreed on all hands, that Taurus command- 
ed in chief on the fide of Oclavianus, and Canidi us on A?tony y s. An- 
tony had on board his fleet twenty thoufand legionaries, and two 
thoufand archers (97) ; Oclavianus eight legions, and five praeto- 
rian cohorts. As to the number of the fhips Florus tells us, that 
Oclavianus"s fleet confined of four hundred fail, and Antonyms only 
of half that number ; but what was wanting in number, adds than 
writer, was made up in bulk; for all Antony 1 fhips had from fix 
to nine ranks of oars ; and befrdes they were fo raifed with turrets 
and decks, that they refembled caflles and cities, making the fea groan, 
under them, and the vjind out of breath to move them (98). But as 
to the number of Antony* z fhips, Florus ia contradicted by Oclavia- 
nus himfelf, who left written in his commentaries quoted by Plu- 
tarch, that he took three hundred of the enemy's fhips (99). 

(W) We are told, that, as Oclavianus was going out of his tent 
at break of day, to vilit his fleet, he met a countryman driving 
nn afs. Being moved with curiofity, or rather fupcrltition, he aik- 
cd the man's name. My name, replied he, // F.utyches, and my afs 
is called Nieon. The firft of thefe names in Greek iignifies happy. 

and 

(0 5) Applan. ibid. (g6) VclL Patcrc. I. ii. c. 8 c. (07) 

Pluu ibid. (08) Flor. /. iv. c. 1 t. (99) Pint, ibid, 1 
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dered the commanders of his fhips to receive the enemy with- 
out ftirring, but lying ftill as at anchor, and to keep within 
the mouth of the gulph. Agrippa was not for attacking him in 
that pofture ; and therefore kept about eight furlongs diftanc 
from the enemy till noon, when a gentle gale Springing up, 
Antony's men, impatient of further delays, and trufting to the 
bulk and height of their fhips, put their left wing in motion. 
Agrippa beheld this with great fatisfaction, and ordered his 
right wing to bear back, on purpofe to draw the enemy 33 
far out of the flraights as poflibJe, that his galleys, which 
were light and nimble failors, might have an opportunity of 
furrounding Antony 's heavy fhips, whofc bulk, and want of 
hands in proportion to their rates, made them unwieldy and 
The battle unfit for fcrvice. On this fide the action began 3 but in a 
0/ r\t\\um. djff cren t manner from what was then ufed in fea- fights : there 
Year a f- was no boarding, or running one fhip againft another, Anto- 

flood C n y' S ve ^ s being, on account of their fize, incapable of a 
' g e _ violent motion, and, on the other hand, Octavianus's fhips 
^ re not daring to approach them for fear of fplitting againft their 

Chrift, 26. ^des, which were armed with ftrong fquare pieces of wood 
Of Rome fattened together with ma fly pins of iron ; fo that this engage- 
722. ment refembled a land-fight, or rather the attack of fbme 

flrong place. Octavianus's foldiers attacked the enemy with 
pikes, javelins, darts, and feveral inventions of fire, which 
they threw among them, while Antony's men defended them- 
fclvcs with fhowers of darts and arrows, which they difcharg- 
ed frorn their wooden towers. In the mean time Agrippa 
ordered Aruntius to extend his left wing, and endeavour to 
hem in the enemy 5 which made Publicola advance to prevent 
it : but as by this motion he left the main body unguarded, 
Agrippa bore in upon it, and put it in diforder. However, 
the victory Aill remained doubtful, Antony's foldiers, who 
were all chofen men, defending themfelves with incredible 
valour,, and making a dreadful havock of all who attempted 
to approach them. The fight lafted feveral hours with as 
fair a profpecl: of fuccefs for Antony as for (Jctavianus^ the ma- 

and the other conqueror. This feemed fo lucky an omen to 08& 
via/iusy that he no longer doubted of victory ; and when after- 
wards he eredled a trophy in chat place, with the beaks of the 
fhips he had taken, he caufed two llatues of brafs to be creeled, 
one reprefenting the man, and the other his afs { 100). Pliny adfli 
(1), that as Oclauianns was facrifjeing before the battle, the vittini 
was found to have a double liver. 

(100) Idem ibid. Suet, in Otfav t r. 96. * (1) FUn, /. xi. c> 37* 
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riners and folJiers on board the two fleets being encouraged 
bv the fhouts uf their refpeclive armies, who waited the event 
of the engagement, drawn up in battle array, the one on the 
north fide, and the other on the fouth fide, of the Ambracian 
o-ulph. VViiile the two parties were thus contending, with 
great fury and obfUnacy, for victory, Cleopatra's fixty galleys* 
crouding aJI their (ads, advanced unexpectedly between the 
two fleets. This fudden motion equally furprifed both na- 
vies. Antony, whofe centre was already in diforder, expected 
fome gallant action from the queen, who had brought him 
into the prefent danger. He was therefore ftruck with amaze- The fiigbc 
ment, when he faw the whole Egyptian fquadron, inftead of ofQizo- 
falling upon the enemy, tack about, and, with a fair wind, patra. 
fleer their courfe towards Peloponne/us. Thus hiftorians re- 
late the flight and defertion of the Egyptians , without giving 
any other reafon for their abandoning, in fo bafe and fhame- 
ful a manner, the party they had embraced, than the timo- 
roufnefs of their queen, who could no longer bear the noife 
and terror of the battle. What they add is ftill more fur- 
prifing. Antony had given too many proofs of his courage 
ever to be fufpecled of cowardice ; and, on this occalion, not 
only the empire of the world, but his life was at ftake : nei- 
ther had he any reafon to defpair of fuccefs ; but, on the 
contrary,- the intrepidity and refolution with which his men 
maintained the combat feemed to promife him certain victo- 
ry ; for though his centre had been put into fome diforder by 
Agrippa, yet that brave and experienced commander, not- 
withstanding his utmoft efforts, could not gain the leaft ad- 
vantage over them, each of Antony's great fhips defending 
themfelves again ft many of his, and keeping them at a dis- 
tance with inceflant fhowers of darts, arrows, ftones, &c, 
which did great execution. But here Antony betrayed a 
weaknefe hardly to be imagined, and confirmed, as Plutarch 
obferves, the antient faying, that a lover's foul lives in ano- 
ther body ; for love getting the better of his ambition, and of 
all other regards, he no fooner faw the queen's fhip under 
fail, than forgetting the duty of a general, and renouncing JVhahf '• 
the empire of the world, as if he had nothing more to ap- /oW/ir 
prehend than her abfencc, he threw himfelf into a galley of Antony , 
five rank* of oars, and attended only by two domeftics, See/- 
fox and Alexander the Syrian, he abandoned his men, who '** 
were generoufly facrificing their lives in his fervice, to follow 
3 bafe woman, who had long fince begun, and was now ac- 
complifhing his deftruclion. As foon as he came- up with, 
Lieouatra's galley, he was taken on board j but, without i'o 
much as* feeing her, he placed himfelf at the ftern, and there, 
Vol. XITL M in leaning 
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leaning his elbows on his knees, and his head on both his 
hands, as one confounded with anger and fhame for his ill 
conduct, he continued a good while in that melancholy pof- 
ture d. 

Tie gal- The gallant behaviour of Antony's troops, on this occafion, 
larj beha- cannot be fufRciently admired and commended 5 for though 
t/iour of their general had abandoned them, and the report of his flight 
Antony** was fpread all over the fleet, yet they fought with the fame ar- 
iroopi. dour and intrepidity as if he had been prefent, and would in all 

likelihood have gained the victory, which they difputed till 
late at night* if a {tiff gale* which blew hard a-ftern, had not 
difperfed their veflels, and given the enemy an opportunity of 
falling upon them while in diforder, and deftitute of a leader 
His fleet is to rally them. Three hundred fhips yielded to the conqueror} 
Overcome, but there were not above five thoufand of the enemy (lain 

in the whole action, as OSiavianUs himfelf left recorded in his 
commentaries quoted by Plutarch* (X). Antony % land-forces 
fhewed.no lefs fidelity and affection for their general, than his 
marines 7 had <jone. They could net be brought to believe, 
that a general, who had nineteen legions intire, and twelve 
thoufand horfe, could bafely defert them, and Antony^ a- 
bove all, who had fo often feen fortune in all her fhapes, 
as Plutarch expreffes it, and been fo accuftomed to changes. 
They therefore expected he would foon appear from fome 
part or other, and, put.ting himfelf at their head, give them 
an opportunity of /hewing their fidelity and zeal for his inter- 
eft and fervice. When they were at laft thoroughly perfuad- 
ed that he was fled and had deferted them, they neverthelefe 
kept in ar body* tho' quite furrounded both by fea and land, 
for feven days' together, without hearkening to the advanta- 
Mi his geous offers made them by Octayianus. At length, being a- 
land forces bandoned hy % Canidius and all their chief officers, who private- 
fitbtoit. ly made their efcape, they Jiftened to the conditions which 

Oetavianus offered them, and were incorporated among his 
legions. Such was the famous fea-fight of AStium^ fo much 

d Plut. ibid. Dio. lib. 1. p. 439, 440. Flor. 1. iv. C. ill 
Vell. Patbrcul. 1. ii. c. 8c. c Plut. in Anton. 

(X) And yet Orofius writes, that, on Antony* % fide, twelve thou- 
fand men were killed, and fix or feven thoufand wounded, of whom 
dne thoufand died of their wounds C2I . 
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fpoken of by the antients, efpecially the poets of that time f. 
It was fought on the fecond day of September of the year 722 
of Rome? Cevfar Octavianus and 21/Iejfala Corvinus being con- 
fute. As Octavianus, by this ever memorable victory, be- 
came fole matter of the whole Roman empire, Dton 3, Sue- 
tonius y and after them Aurelius Victor and Eutropius* reckon 
from this time the years of O&avianus's empire or reign. 

After this defeat the auxiliaries, who had ferved under Oftavia* 
Antony retired to. their refpe&ive countries, and afterwards C<m ~ 
made their peace with the conqueror on the beft terms they wards th 
could. Some of the princes he depofed, others he continued ™*^,* rft / 
in their former ftate 5 but imposed upon them, as well as up- 
on all the free ftates whicl} had fided with Antony , heavy 
fines, whereby ftofe unhappy countries were reduced to a 
rnoft deplorable condition. As for the Romans* Octdvianus 
pardoned fome at the earneft intreaties of his friends and his 
mother Mucia 5 others he pun ifhed' with the Utmoft fe verity, 
following therein the natural biafs of his 'temper. Amopg the 
latter was the fon of the famous Curio? who had diftinguifhed 
himfelf among the rnoft zealous pa*rtizans of Oafar the dicta- 
tor, and had loft his life in maintaining his intereft In Africa* 
as we have related above. His fon followed the fortune of 
Antony* and therefore, being taken prifoner at Act turn* Ofta- 
vianus* without any regard to the important fervices of his 
father, caufed him to be put to death h. As to Antony and Antonv 
♦ Cleopatra* OStavianus* the next morning after the battle, purfueJ. 
finding his victory complete, detached a fquadron of light 
galleys in purfuit of them ; which Antony no fooner faw row- 
ing up to him, than he commandecf his pilot to 1 tack about 
and face them. Hereupon they all gave back, except one 
commanded by Eurycles the Laconian* who, making up to 
Antony's veffel with great fiercenefs and intrepidity, from off 
the deck fliook his lance at hi in in a threatening manner, IVho 
art thou y cried Antony, from the ftern, tube hajl the boldnefi 
to purfue me thus ? I am, anfwercd he, Eurycles the fon of 
Lachares, brought hither by Caefar'j fortune to revenge my fa- 
ther's death. This Lachares iiad been condemned to death 
by Antony for a robbery. However, the Lacedamonian* not 
caring to engage fu renowned a commander, attacked another 
galley, and took her, with a ftlip, on board of which was a 
great deal of rich plate and furniture. Eurycles retired, we 
fatisfied with his prize; and, upon his retreat Antony returned 

f Vide Virgil. 1. viii. ./Eneid. Ovid. Metamorph. 1. xv. 

Hokvt. cpod. 9. & Propert. I. iv. cleg. 6. " B Dio. 1. lv. 
p. 590, & 1. h\ in mitt h Dio, I. li. p. 443, 444. 
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to his former melancholy pofture, and continued fo three 
days without feeing the queen till he reached Tenants in La- 
conia. There Cleopatra* % women brought them to fee each 
other, and converfe as formerly, Antony (hewing himfelf as 
fond of her as ever, even at this time, when he had all the 
reafon in the world to deteft and abhor her, as the only caufe 
of his ruin. At Tanarus he had an account of the total de- 
feat of his fleet -, but, believing his legions ftill held out, he 
wrote to Canidius to retreat with them through Macedon into 
AJia > propofing to renew the war there- As he was himfelf 
determined to retire into Africa^ he gave one of his large! 
{hips, laden with vnft fums of money, and gold and Giver 
vefleis of an ineftimable value, to his friends, defiring them 
to fhare it among them, and provide for their own fafety ; 
but they refuting it with tears in their eyes, and declaring 
that they would always follow his fortune, he comforted thein 
with ail the goodnefs imaginable, complaining of his cruel 
deftiny, which put him out of a condition of giving them fuch. 
tokens of his acknowledgment and gratitude, as they had 
given him of their fidelity and affection. He added, that he 
could not, without doing them the greateft injury, fuffer 
them to be involved in his misfortunes ; and therefore he ab- 
folutely commanded them to abandon him to his evil deftiryr, 
and confult their own fafety. He wrote to Theopbilus^ go- 
vernor of Corinth, defiring him to provide for their fecurityjj 
and keep them concealed, till fuch time as they could make , 
their peace with Oftavianus. After this, Antony retired to 
jifrica, whence he fent Cleopatra into Egypt , and foon after 
followed her thither. But of the reduction of Egypt by Qc- 
tavianus, of the unhappy end of Antony and Cleopatra, and 
the affecting circum fiances of their death, we h-ive given a 
very particular account in our hiftory of Egypt J , to which 
we refer our readers. All Antony's flatues were thrown 
down and intirely dcmolifhed, both in Egypt and at Rome. His 
memory was declared infamous by the fervile fenate, and a 
decree was pafTed, enacting, that none of his family fhould 
ever after bear the name of Alarcus. He died in the fifty- 
third, or, as fome write, fity-fixth, year of his age, leaving 
behind him feven children by his three wives, Fulvia, Q£la- 
via, and Cleopatra \ for he married the queen after his di- 
vorce with Octavia. What became of Alexander and Pto- 
lemy his fons by Cleopatra , we find no- where recorded ; but 
for liis daughter Cleopatra, the virtuous Octavia Drought her 
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up with her own children, and married her to Juba king of 
Mauritania, one of the moft learned and virtuous princes of 
his age. Antyllus, his eldeft fon by Fu/via, was betrayed by 
his governor Thcodorus to Octavianus's foldiers, who by his 
orders put him to death. Julius Antonius, the younger bro- 
ther of Antyllus by the fame mother, became one of Octavia- 
nus's chief favourites, Octavia, whofe generofity for that un- 
fortunate family was without bounds, having beftowed on 
him Murcella, one of her daughters by her firft hufband ; but 
he afterwards indifcreetly engaged in a fcandalous intrigue with 
Julia , Ociavi anus's only daughter, which coft him his life. 
Qctavia had by Antony only two daughters, of whom the el- 
der was called Antonia Major, and the younger Antonia Mi- 
nor. The former married L.Domitius Ahenobarbus, by whom 
fhe had Cneius Domitius^ who by Agrippina the daughter of 
Germanzcus, was the father of the emperor Nero. Antonia 
Minor, who inherited both her mother's beauty and virtue, 
was married to Drufus, the fori of Tiberius and Livia, and 
!"on-in-law to Octavianus. From this marriage came Gcrma- 
nicus, who was defervedly efteemcd the great eft general of 
his time, and the moft accomplished perfon ampng the Ro- 
mans, and Claudius, who reigned before Nero, Caius, fur- 
named Caligula, the fon of Germanicus, did likewife govern 
the Roman empire ; fo that Antony's family, in fpite of their 
misfortunes, gave three emperors to Rome ; whereas none of 
Octavianus* s» pofterity ever enjoyed that fovereign authority, 
for the attaining of which he had impioufly trod under foot 
the moft facred laws of his country, and, by a thoufand adts 
of cruelty and injuftice, laid wafte the Roman world. 

But to rcfume the thread of our hiftory : Octavianus hav- Octavia- 
ing reduced Egypt, and fettled the affairs of that kingdom, left jetties 
Alexandria in the beginning of September of the prefent year the affairs 
of Rome 723, with a delign to return, through Syria, Afta p^^Q^* 
Miner 9 and Greece, to Italy. On his arrival at Antioch, he r 
f'»und there Tiridates, who had been raifed to the throne of " 
Parthia in opposition to -Pbrahatcs, and likewife embafliidors 
from Phrabates, who were all come on the fame errand, viz. 
tofolicit the afliftanceof the Romans againft each other. Octavia- 
wjgave a friendly anfwer both to Tiridates and the embafTadors 
of Phra bates, without intending to help either ; but rather 
with a defign to animate the one againft the other, and by 
that means to weaken both, fo far as to render the Parthian 
name no longer formidable to Rome. After this, having ap- 
pointed MeJJala Corvintis governor of Syria, he marched in- 
to the province of AJia properly fo called, and there took up 

his 
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Kis winter-quarters k . In the beginning of the next year, Or- 
tavianus entered his fifth confulate, and had the following col- 
legues, Licinius Crajfus to the kalends of yuly^ C* Antifliu* 
to the ides of September , and AI. Tullias, the fun of the fa* 
mous orator, from that time to the end of the year. He fpent 
the whole winter in fetrling the affairs of the feveral provinces 
of Afia Minor and the adjacent iflands, and early in the fpring 
paffed into Greece , whence he fet out for Rome, which he 
entered in the month Sexti/is 9 afterwards called AuguJ}^ i n 
three triumphs, which were celebrated for three days toge- 
ther. The fir ft triumph was for his victories over the Dal- 
matians ^ Pannonians^ and fome German and Gautijh nations, 
whom he had conquered before his war with JlntQ/i'y. The R> 
cond was for his naval victory at Actium ; and the third for 
the reduction of Egypt. In the laft, which was the moft mag- 
nificent of the three, were led before the victor's chariot A- 
lexander and Cleopatra , whom Antony had by the queen, and 
the image of the queen was carried in a bed of ftate, with an 
alp hanging at her arm. Rome was fo much enriched with 
the immenfe treafures brought by Octavianus and his foldiers 
out of Egypt, that the value of money fell from ten to four 
per ccnty and the prices of every thing elfe rofe in proportion 
After his triumph, the name of emperor was conferred upon 
him, not in the common fenfe, as it imported only a title of 
honour, but as it carried with it a fovereign power and an un- 
controuled authority ». 

And now Octavianus was at the height of his wilhes, fole 
fovereign,, fole mailer, of the whole Roman empire. But, 
on the other hand, the many dangers which attend an ufurped 
power, appearing to him in a ftronger light than ever, filled 
his mind with a thoufand perplexing thoughts. The natural 
averfion of the Romans to a kingly government, their love 
or liberty, and the ides of March , when his father Julhu 
was murdered in full fenatc, by thofe very men, whom be 
thought the mo ft devoted to his perfon, made him fear there 
might arife another Brutus, who, to reftore liberty to his coun- 
try, might afiaflinate him on his very throne. This he knew 
had happened to fit Hut Cafar ; whereas Sylla, after having 
laid down the authority he had ufurped, died peaceably in his 
bed in the midft of his enemies. The paflion of fear, which 
wasfo natural to him, outweighed in his foul the charms of a 
diadem, and inclined him to follow the example of Sylla, 
He was indeed very unwilling to part with his authority ; b« c 

Dio, 1. li. p. 4.47. • Dio. 1. li. p., 458, 459 Sure io 

Octav. c. zz. Oro». 1. vi. c. 19. m Dio. 1. hi. p. 493, 494". 
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fear began to get the better of his ambition. However* be* 
fore he came to any refolution, he thought it advifeable to 
confult his two moft intimate and trufty friends, Agrippa and 
M^cenas^ the former no lefs famous for his probity than his 
valour, and the latter a man of great penetration, and ge- 
nerally efteemed the moft refined politician of his age. Agrip- 
pa, fcnfible only of that fort of glory, which is acquired by 
great and heroic actions, openly declared for a generous refig- 
nation. He inlarged on the many, and almoft inevitable, 
dangers which attend monarchy, infupportable to a free peo- 
ple, and to men educated in a commonwealth. He did not 
forget the examples of Sylla and Cafar^ and clofed his fpeech 
with exhorting Octai)idnus to convince the world by reftoring 
liberty to his country* that the only motive for his taking up 
arms was to revenge his father's death. Mestenns^ on the g uf ^fir. 
other hand, remonftrated to him, that he had done too f ua j e j 
much to go back ; thatj after fo much bloodfhed, there could f ro m tilfy 
be no fafety for him but on the throne ; that, if he diverted Mecasnaa. 
himfelf of the fovereign power, he would be immediately 
profecuted by the children and friends of the many illuftrious 
pcrfons, whom the misfortune of the times had forced 
him to facrifice to his fafety ; that it was abfoiutely riecefTary 
for the welfare and tranquility of the republic, that the fo- 
vereign power ihould be lodged in one perfon, and not di- 
vided among many, 6sf<\ O&avianus thanked them both for 
their friendly advice, but fliewed himfelf inclined to follow 
the opinion of Meecenas ; whereupon that able minifter gave 
him many wife inftru&ions and rules of government, which 
are related at length by Dion Cajfius n , and will ever 
be looked upon as a mafter-piece in politics. Among other 
things he told him, That he could not fail of being fuccefsful 
in all his undertakings, happy in his life-time, and famous in 
hiftory after his death, if he never deviated from this rule, 
viz. to govern others as he would wijfh to be governed him- 
felf, had he been born to obey, and not to command. He 
added, That if, in taking upon him the fovereign power, he 
dreaded the name of king, a name fo odious in a common- 
wealth, he might content himfelf with the title of Cafar or 
lmperator, and under that name, which was well known to 
the Romans i enjoy all the authority of a king. This advice 
Octaztifjnus followed, and from that time laid afide all 
thoughts of abdicating the fovereign power ; but to deceive 
the people into a belief that they ftill enjoyed their ancient 
government, he continued the old magiftrates, with the fame He conti- 
nues the old 

■ Dio. 1. lii. p. 464, &c. mag»/> 
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name, pomp, and ornaments, but with jufr as much power 
as he thought fit to leave them. They were to have no mi- 
litary power, but only their old jurifdi£tion of deciding finally 
all caufes, except fuch as were capital ; and tho' fome of 
thefe lafr were left to the governor of Rowe % yet the chief 
he refer ved for himfelf. He paid great court to the people ■ 
the very name that covered his ufurpation was a compliment 
to them ; for he affected to call it the power of the tribune- 
fhip, tho' he adted as abfolutely by it, as if he had called it 
He courts tne dictatorial power. He likewife won the hearts of the 
tbepeople. P°p u l a ^ e °y cheapnefs of provifions and plentiful markets ; he 

frequently entertained them with fhows and fports, and by 
thefe means kept them in good humour, and made them for- 
get ufurpation, flavery, and every public evil ; people in 
eafe and plenty being under no temptation of inquiring into 
the title of their prince, or refenting ac*ts of power, which 
And theft- they do not immediately feel. As for the fenate, he filled it 
nate, but with his own creatures, raifing the number of the confeript 
di<vefls fathers to a thoufand. He fupplied feveral poor fenators with 
them of all money out of the treafury to difcharge the public offices, and 
power. on all occafions affected a high regard for that venerable body; 

but at the fame time diverted them of all power, and reduced 
them to mere cyphers. To prevent them from raifing new 
difturbances in the diftant provinces, he tflued an edi&, for- 
bidding any ienator to travel out of Italy without leave, ex- 
cept fuch as had lands in Sicily or Nar bonne Gaul 9 which at 
that time comprehended Languedoc^ Provence, and Daupbinil 
To thefe provinces, which were near Italy and in a perfect 
ftate of tranquility, they had full liberty to retire when they 
pleafed, and live there upon their efiates. Before he ended 
his fixth confulfliip, fie took a cen fus of the people, which 
was forty one years after the laft ; and in this the number of 
men fit to bear arms amounted to four hundred fixty-three 
thoufand, the greatefr. that had ever been found before 0 ( Y). 

° Dio. I. liii. p. 496. & Marmor. Cap u an a, Tom. III. Anna!. 
Pig i! 1 1, p. 495. 

* 

(Y) Mention is made of this cenfus in the marble tables of Go? 

pua in thefe words : Its my fixth confulfliip ivitb my collegue M. 
•Agrippa, / numbered the people, and made a cenfus after forty out 

years, (that is, horn the cenforfhip of Cn % Ltntulus and L. Gellius) 
in which four hundred fixty three thoufand citizens tvere numbered. 
In (lead of this number, Eufebius, whom feveral modern writers 
have followed, has in his chronicle four millions one hundred and 
Axty-four thoufand. 

He 
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He likcwife celebrated the games which had been decreed by 
the fenate for his victory at Actium ; and it was ordered, chat 
they mould be celebrated every fifth year, four colleges of 
priefts being appointed to take care of them, viz, the pon- 
tiflces, the augurs, the feptemvirs, and quindecemvirs p . The 
more to gain the affections of the people, he difannulled by 
one edict the many fevere and unjuft laws, which had been 
enacted during the triumvirate. He raifed many public He adorn* 1 
buildings, repaired the old ones, and added many (lately orna- the city. 
ments to the city, which at this time was, if wc may give 
credit to fome ancient writers, about fifty miles in compaG, 
and contained near four millions of fouls, reckoning men, 
women, children, and flaves. He attenJed bufinefs, re- 
formed abufes, fliewed great regard for the Roman name, 
procured public abundance, pleafure, and jollity, often ap- 
pearing in perfon at the public diverfions, and in all things 
ftudying to render himfelf dear to the populace t J. 

And now Oftavianus^ entering upon his feventh confulfh ip 
with M, Agrippa the third time conful., and finding all 
things ripe for his defign, the people being highly pleafed with 
his mild government, and the fenate filled with his creatures, 
whofe fortunes depended upon his holding the power he had 
ufurped, went, by the advice of Agrippa and M<zcenas? to 
the fenate-houfe, and there in a ftudied fpeech offered t 0 He m akesd 
refign his authority, and put all again into the hands of the f e \ nt 
people under the old foundation of the commonwealth, being ^ lcate *** 
well apprifed, that the greater part of the confeript fathers, P otwer ' 
whofe interefts were interwoven with his, would unanimoufly 
prefs him to the contrary ; which happened accordingly : for 
they not often only interrupted him while he was fpcaking, buj, 
after he had done, unanimoufly befought him to take upon 
him alone the whole government of the Roman empire. He, But is com- 
with a feeming reluctancy, yielded at 1 aft to their 1 cqucfr, p e li ec tby 
as if he had been compelled to accept of the fovcreigmv. By tbefcttate 
this artifice he compaffed his defign, which was to get the to retain 
power and authority, which he had ufurped, confirmed to r7. 
him by the fenate and people for the fpace of ten years ; lor 
he would not accept of it for a longer term, pretending, he 
ftiould in that time be able to fettle all things in futn pence 
and order, that there would be no further need of his autho- 
rity ; but that he mi^ht thcncife himfcif or the burden, and 
put the government again into the tunds of the (erute and 
people. This method he took ro render rhe yoke Kefs heavy; 
but with a defign to renew his leafe, if wc may be allowed the 

p Dio, ibid. p. 496. 1 Idem ibid. 
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exprefilon, as foon as the ten years were expired > which he 
did accordingly, from ten years to ten years, as long as he 
lived, all the while governing the whole tloman empire with 
an abfolute and uncontrolled power. With this new au> 
thoricy the fenate refolved to diftinguifh him with a new 
name. Some of the confeript fathers propofed the name of 
Romulus? thereby to import, that he was another founder of 
Rome ; others offered other titles ; hut the venerable name 
of Augu/Ius? propofed by Munatius Planxus? feemed preferable 
to all the re(f, as it expreffed more dignity and reverence 
than authority, the moil facred things, fuch as temples 
and places confecra-ted by augurs, being termed by the 
Romans Augujla (Z). Oclavianus himfelf was inclined to 
The title «/ afluine the name of Romulus ; but fearing he fhould be fuf- 
Auguitus peeled of affecting the kingdom, he declined it y and took that 
conferred 0 f Augujtui r , by which we {hall henceforth diffinguHh him 
upon htm. j n t ^ e f e quel of our hiftory. Though the whole power of 
^ l j*°>'J? tnc f cnate a| *d people was now vefted in Auguftus? yet, that 
indwi ing mi g nt f cem to £hare it with the confeript fathers, he refufed 
* e P'°" to g OV em all the provinces, aligning to the fenate fuch as 

were quiet and peaceable, and keeping to himfelf thofe that, 
bordering upon the barbarous nations, were moft expofed to 
troubles and wars, faying, He defired the fathers might enjoy 
their power with eafe and fafety, while he underwent all the 
dangers and labours; but by this politic Conduct he fecured 
all the miTitary power to himfelf, the troops lying in the 
provinces he had chofen, and the others, which were gov ertf- 
ed by the fenate, being quite deftitute of forces. The latter 
were called f malarial? and the former imperial? provinces. 
The fenatorial were, Africa? that is, the ancient dominions 
of Carthage? Numidia? Afta properly fo called, or the ancient 
Jcing.dom of Pergamus? Greece? ftyled by moft hiftoriansyfrAd/d, 
Epirus? Dalmatia? Macedon? Sicily, Sardinia? the ifland of 
Crete? Libya? Cyrenaica? Bithynia? Pont us? and that part of 
Spain called Batica. The imperial provinces were, the reft 

r Dio. ibid. p. 597. Flo&.I. iv. Li v. 1. exxxiv. 

(Z) So Ovid in the firft book of his fafti : 

Sed tatnen humanis crlc&ratitur honor i bus omves : 

Hie frn ium furnmo cum jfo<ve nutnen hahet , 
Sand a njocant An gup a patrei : Augujla 'vocantur 

Ternpla farecdotinn rite dicata tnanu 
Hit} us tff augur i urn drpendet origine *vctbi : 

Jit quodcunquc jua Jupiter auget opt, 
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ef Spain,, comprehending the provinces of Tarracon and Luji- 
tania, ali Gaul and Germany? Cazle- Syria , Phcenice, Cilicia^ 
the ifland of Cyprus , and the kingdom of Egypt. Over the 
provinces of both forts were fet men of diftin&ion, viz. 
fuch as had been confuls or praetors, with the title or pro- 
conjtil and proprietor; but the government of Egypt was com- 
mitted to a private knight, /fu^uftus fearing left a perfon of 
rank, depending upon the wealth and fkuation of that coun- 
try, might rai'fe newdiflurbances in the empire f . Ail thefe 
governors held their employment only for a year, and were, 
upon the arrival of their fucctiTors, to depart their provinces 
immediately, and not fail to be at Rome within three months 
at the farthef* c . Tliis divifion of the provinces was made, 
according to Ovid> on tbe ides of January (A) ; whereas he 
was veiled by the fenate and people with the fovereign power 
on the feven th of the ides of the fame month, as is manifeft 
from the Narbonne marbles *» ; and from that time many 
writers date the years of hisempire. Thus ended the greatefr q-^ 0 * 
commonwealth, and at the fame time began the greateft mo- t y e com _ 
narchy, that had eycr been known ; a monarchy, which infi- 
nitcly excelled in power, riches, extent, and continuance, all the Yearafter 
monarchies and empires which had preceded in ; for it com- the Flood, 
prehended the greateit, and by far tjie heft, part of Eu- 29-7. 
rope^ Afia, and Africa , being near four thou fa nd miles in Before 
length, and about half as much in breadth, J^s to the yearly Chrilt f 22. 
revenues of the empire, they have 5 by a modeft computati- O/Rome, 
on, been reckoned to amount to forty millions of our mo- ? 2 ^" 
ney. But the Romans themfelves now ran headlong into all 
manner of luxury and effeminacy. The people were be- 
come a mere mob ; thofe who were wont to direct mighty 
Wars, to raife anddepofe great kings, to beftow or take away 
great empires, were fo funk and debauched, that if they had 
but bread and fhoes, their ambition went no higher, The no- 

r Dro, ibid. p. 504, 505. Tacit, annal. I. i. p. 35. c T- 
dem ibid. p. 500. u yide infeript. Qrut. p. 229. 

(A} Ovid, fpcaking of this diftribution of the provinces, addref- 

(uOatfar Germanic us thus : 

I Jib us in magnt c aft us Jo<vis <rde facer dot 

Semhnavii Jiamm 'n uifcera Itbat onj'ts i 
R ed, U tuque cfl omnis populo provittcia nvftro 

£t tuns slugujlo nomine die? us avus (3). 



( 3 O vid faft /. / 
N W % 



The Roman Hrfioryl 



Book ID; 



bility were indeed more polite thanin former times, but at the 
fame time idle, venal, vicious, infenfible of private virtue, 
litter ftrangers to public giory or difgrace, void of zeal for 
the welfare of their country, and foielv intent on gaining the 
favour of the emperor, as knowing, that certain wealth and 
preferment were the rewards of ready fubmifiion, acquiefcence % 
and flattery. No wonder cherciore, that they loft their liber* 

ty 5 without being ever again able to retrieve it. 
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The hiftory of Rome, from the perfeSt 
fettlement of the Roman empire to the 
death of Nero, the loft of the family of 
the Casfars. 
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H E f}rft and chief care of Augufus, now abfolute 
mafter of the whole Roman empire, was to fatisfy 
his foldiers, and attach them more and more to his 
intereft. With this view he difperfed them all over 
Italy in thirty-two colonies, that he might the more eafily re- 
affemble them in cafe of any fudden commotion. He kept 
twenty-five legions on foot, feventeen of which were in Eu- err r 
tope 9 viz. eight on the Rhine y four on the Danube, Am in 
Spain 9 and two xnDalmatia. The other eight were fent in- °f ire e *™ m 
to Afia and Africa, four of them being quartered in the neigh- 
bourhood of the Euphrates , and in Syria , two in Egypt , and 
two in the province of Africa* that is, in the antient domi- 
nions of Carthage. Thefe were conftantly maintained, even 
h the moft peaceable times, by Auguftus* and for fome ages 
by his fucceffors, their whole number amounting to 170,650 
men. In the neighbourhood of Rome were always quartered 
twelve cohorts, that is, about ten thoufand men, nine of 
which were called cohortes pr^toria, or pratorian cohorts , and 
the other three cohortes urban*, or city cohorts. They were 
cftabliflied to guard the emperor's perfon, and maintain peace 
and tranquillity in the city. The praetorian guards had, as 
wcfliall fee in the fequel of this hiftory, a great (hare in all 
the changes and revolutions of the empire, till the reign of 
Confiantine the Grcat y who. difrnuTsd then* all in the year 312 

<}f the chfiftian o;ra. 
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Besides thefe numerous and well difciplined land-forces* 
Auguflus kept conftanrfy at fea twp powerful fleets, the one 
riding at anchor near Ravenna in the Upper or Adriatic fea, 
to command and defend Dalmatian Greece , Cyprus , Afia, and 
ihc reft of the eaftern provinces ; the other at Mi fen urn in the 
Xctucr or Mediterranean fea, to awe and protect Gaul, Spain, 
Africa, and the weftern provinces. They were like wife to 
Jceep the feas clear pf pirates, to convoy the veffcls which 
brought to Rome the annual tributes from the provinces be- 
yond fea, and to tranfport corn and other provifions, necef- 
lary for the fubfiftence and relief of the city. As to the civil 
^be policy government, he reformed many of the antient iaws and c- 
t^Auguf- nadted new ones ; but therein affected to do nothing, with- 
ms. out the advice and approbation of the confeript fathers. The 

comitia were held as formerly in the field of Mars ; but fuch 
only were chpfen for the great offices, as Auguflus had be- 
fore-hand recommended to the centuries. In fhort, the fame 
officers of ftatc, the fame names, pomp, and ornaments, were 
continued, with all the appearance of authority, buc without 
the Jeaft power w . fjowever, the fenate pretended to be fp 
"well pleifed with his government, thap they honoured him 

\s flyled w * c ^ Cne title of Pater patriae, or Father of his country. To- 

Pater pa- wards the end of this year, Auguflus, having fettled affairs ia 
rise. tne capital, left Italy, and paffed into Gaul, with a defign to 

attempt the reduction of the Britijh iflands ; but being in- 
formed, on his arrival at Narbonne, that the Salajji at the foot 
of the Alf*s 9 and the Cantabri and Aflures in Spain* had fhak- 
en off the yoke," he fent Terentius Varro againft the former, 
and marched in perfbn againft: the latter, after having entered 
his eighth confuKhip, in which he chofe for his colleguc Titus 
Statilius Taurus , one of his lieutenants. However, before 
Vbifirfl he left G>iuf, he took a cenfus of the inhabitants of the three 
em fas out p-ovinccs into which that country was then divided, and 
of Italy, which is the fir ft wc read of made out of Italy *. On his 

arrival in Spain, he defeated the Cantabri in a pitched battle 
near KcHicr, ar a fmall dihSm^c from the Iberus, and obliged 
tf)cm to retire with their wives and children to one of their 
higheft mountains, called !>y the .intients Vindius, and by the 
moderns the mountain of Ajlurias. But, in the mean time, 
Auguflus falling Tick, the whole management of the war was 
committed t > C. A;::ijl\us \ who having defeated the united 
<r? r* . forces of the Cantabrians ;;nJ Adurians in a great battle, 
bnans a»4 * orcc " them to take rctugc on another lnacccfuble mountain, 

Alturians 

*ii*cattd w Dio.ihid p. en. Svet. in Oelavio. x Dio. 1. liv. p/ 

' v'vr. Tacit, annal. i c. 37. Suit. !. ii c. 26. 
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which he furrounded with a wide and deep ditch fifteen miles 
in compafs, and fortified at proper diftanccs with caftles and 
turrets. By this means, all the avenues and pafTages being {hut 
lip, thofe unhappy people were reduced to the utmoft extremi- 
ty for wane of provrfions; yet fo great was their love of li- 
berty, that, inftead of yielding, they endured for a long time 
miferies hardly to be exprened, the women devouring their 
own children, and the young men the old, to fupport the 
neccflities of nature. After many unfuccefsful attempts to 
force the Roman intrenchments, the AJiurians were at length they fall ] 
for throwing themfeives upon the clemency of the conqueror j *** aman Z 
but were therein oppofed by the Cantabrians? who maintained, t"* 7 "/'™'** 
that they ought all, like brave men, die fword in hand. 
This dangerous contention was carried fo far, that, after a 
fliarp confiicl:, in which many fell on both fides, the AJhiri- 
ans, to the number of ten thoufaud, were driven to the in- 
trenchments of the Remans? whom they begged in a mov- 
ing manner to receive them upon what tei ms they pleafed. 
But Tiberius* the emperor's fon-in-Iaw, refufing to admit e *' 
them into the camp, fome of thofe unhappy wretches fell upon ""fo £fa°f 
their own fvvords ; others lighting great fires, threw them- an s ^ J/gT 
felves into them, and perifhed in the flames; and fome pu t * a „ ' 
an end to their lives by drinking the juice of a venomous m ' 1HC% 
herb, which grew in the foreft they po He fled *. 

In the mean time, the confular year being expired, AuguJ- 
tuSy who frill refided at Tarraco?i> whither he had retired in 
the beginning of the campaign, entered there on his ninth con- 
fulfhip, and chofe for his coliegue M. Junius Si/anus*. This 
year was remarkable for the total reduction of Spain? after it 
had, for the fpace of two hundred years, and upwards, 
given the Romans conftant employment, an J obliged them The Can^ 
to keep there numerous armies. The Cant abr tans , whom tabrians 
Ant ifli us kept clofcly inverted, were at length forced to fur- utterly fu6* 
render at difcretion, to the number of twenty-three thouiand. dued* 
Ofthcfe ten thoufand were incorporated among the Roman 
auxiliaries to be employed again ft the AJluriaus? the reft were 
difarmed, and fold to the beft bidder; but moft of them laid 
violent hands on themfeives, delpifing their lives, after the 
loft of their liberty and arms a . Cantabriu? now Bifcay? being 
thus intirely reduced, Auguftus divided his army into two 
bodies 3 the one he detached, under the command of Titus 



♦Oros.I vi.e. 22. 7 Suet in O&av. c. 26. 
ibid. D10.I. liii. Yell. Patbrc. J. LL 
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Canfius, into Lu/itania 9 whither fome of the Afiurians had 
r retired, and the other he led himfclf into their country. The 

t> Aft \ Marians in Lufitania were in a battle, which lafted two 
tbe /iituri- ^ of the moft bloody t h at ha d ever been 

fought, intirely defeated by Carijius, who could not help 
owning, that the Jjiurtans equalled in valour the Romans 
themfelves. On the other hand, Augujius and Antijlius en- 
tering the country of thofe brave, but unfortunate, people, 
cut moft of them in pieces, and made themfelves matters of 
all their cities and ftrong-holds. Thus were the two moft war- 
like nations of Spain forced at length to receive the yoke, and 
bear it, without being ever after able to recover their ancient 
liberty. Augujfus, before he left the country, built feveral 
cities to keep the rebellious Spaniards in awe, among the 
reft Carfar Augujta, now SarOgofa^ and Augufta Emerita^ now 
Merida, fo called becaufe it was founded by Auguflus^ and 
peopled by his veterans, called in Latin Emeriti*. ^ He like- 
wife built a ftone-bridge over the Iberus, to facilitate the 
march of the Roman troops from one province to another. 

This year feveral wars were carried on with equal fuccefs 
in other parts. Marcus CraJJus, one of Augujius\ lieute- 
nants, overcame the Mcefians* a fierce and favage people be- 
yond the Danube. M. Vincius gained confiderable advanta- 
ges over fome nations of Germany ^ for which the title of Impe- 
rator was conferred upon Augujius^ under whofe aufpices 
Vincius had fought. Terentius Varro? furnamed Murana, re- 
Tb* Salafli duced the Salaffi, and obliged them to fubmit tofuch terms as 
fubdued. he thought proper to impofe upon them. After they had de- 
livered up their arms, Varro fent forty thoufand of their youth 
to Eporedia, now Ivrea, where they were condemned to fla- 
very for the term of twenty years. Auguftus divided their 
lands among the foldiers of his guard, and founded in the new 
colony a city, which he called Augujia Pretoria, now known 
by the name of Aofta*- The whole glory of this expedition 
was afcribed to Augujius, tho' he was then in Spatn^ and a 
ftately monument erected hy a decree of the fenatc to his ho- 
nour in the midft of the Alps, on which were engraved the 
names of forty three nations, inhabiting thofe mountains, 
who were faid to have been fubducd by him, and brought 
under the Roman yoke <». 
Corners W " * ' " Augujins vt** waging war with the rebc l.ous 4JJ 
G.Ulus bu- nimls, C:rnAius oW„>, to whom I'xrgil mlcr.be his ten in 
nifocd. and Ut eclogue, was condemned Co perpetual banillimeiu uy 

bSirRT.in Oftav. Dio. ibiJ p. 514. Okos. ibid. « DiO; 

Suet. ibid. Epic. Liv. *I>io. p. 51 3, 5 '+• Pl,N ^ 
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the fenate, for having fpoken with too much liberty of Auguf- 
ius. He had been appointed by the emperor, who loved and 
efteenied him on account of his fine genius, thefirft governor 
of Egypt? which he opprefTed in a mo ft tyrannical man- 
ner, gripping the moft wealthy cities of the country, paticu- 
larly the famous city of Thebes? of all their ornaments, and lay- 
ing heavy taxes on the inhabitants. Puffed up with pride, 
he ruled more like an abfolute monarch, than a fubordinate 
magiftrate, erecting ftatues to himfelf in the chief cities of that 
kingdom, and inferibing his own name and feats on the pyra- 
mids. Such extraordinary proceedings obliged Augujlus to 
recall him, to brand him with infamy, and forbid him his 
houfe and the provinces under his command. Hereupon Gal- 
lus uttered many difrefpectful fpeeches againft the emperor ; 
for which, as well as for his rapines, extortions, and other 
mifdemeanors, he was, by the unanimous fufFrages of the fe- 
nate, condemned to banifhment ; but he prevented the execu- 
tion of the fentence, by falling on his own fword e . Auguf- fie lay* 
tusy whofe favour he had gained by his military exploits and violeytt 
the elegance of his poetical compofitions, is faid to have wept, hands on 
when he received in Spain the news of his death, complain- himfelf. 
ing, that he alone was not allowed to let what bounds he 
pleafed to his refentment. However, he returned thanks to 
the fenate for the zeal they bad fhewn on this occafion, for 
the fafety of his perfon and the glory of his name f . This 
year died Amyntas king of Pifidia. He had been fecretary 
to old king Dejotarus? and raifed by Marc Antony , whom he 
ferved with great fidelity, to the throne, vvhich Augujlus fuf- 
fered him to enjoy, but would not allow him to tranfmit it to 
his pofterity ; fo that Pifidia , with Galatia and Lycaonia? Pifidiz; 
upon his death, were reduced to a Roman province, and firft Gaiatia p 
governed by M. Lollius in quality of proprietor s . £sV. 

During rfugu/ius's ftay in Spain, Agrippa, who had re- come a 
mained in Rome^ was no lefs employed in adorning with ^o man 
magnificent flrrucTiures that ftately metropolis, than others P r ° vmcc. 
were in extending its dominions. Among the many public 
edifices he built at his own charges, the moil remarkable were, 
the porch and temple of Neptune >, the hot baths, called T/jrr- 
nue AgrippeZ) and the Pantheon? a celebrated temple, fu TlieVxn- 

mmed, according to Dion, from the many images of the gous cheuu. 
with which it was embeliiflied, or rather from us arched 

c Strado, 1. xvii. p. S19. Ammian. Marcel. 1. xvif, 
Dio. 1. liii. p. 512. Euser. in Chi on. t'Su it, in Oclav. 
c 66. Dio. ibid. c Dio. p. 514.. Eutrop. 1. vii. Scxr. 
Ri/p. in brcviar, Eu;Eb, in chron. 

Vol. XIII. O o roof. 
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roof t which rcfemblcd the heavens. This wonderful ftruc- 
rurL* was finifhed this year, in the ninth confulfhip of Augu/ 
tus, and is preferved intircto this day. While Augujlus con- 
tinued at Tarracon, his health nor allowing him yet to fet out 
on his return to Rome, he had the fatisfaction to fee the moft 
remote nations or the north and the eafr, that is, the Scythians 
T&e Sar- t ^ e Sarmatians, the Indians > and the Seres (B) 3 courting hi* 

maEians, v ' ° 

Sc \ thuns, 

C5 5 - fend (B) The ^r«, the feme people whom we now call the Chintfe, 
embnffa are thought to have been the fij-il who made ftlk ; whence Jilk was 
dors to called /erica j and a /liken garment /ericum, by the Greeks as well as 
-Augu/lus. by the Latin*. From the country of the Seres, that is, from China, li,k 

was brought into Perfia, and from Perjia into Greece aiid Italy. It 
Was firft brought into Greece on Alexander** conquering Perfia, and 
from thence into Italy in the fTouriftiing times of the Ronton empire. 
It was for a long time very dear in thefe wefterir parts, being 
Weight for weight of equal value with gold ; for the Per/tans,® 
keep this manufacture to themfelves, would not allow the ulk 
worms to be carried out of Perfia, or any one to pafs from thence 
into the well, who were (killed in the management of them. But 
the emperor Ju/linian, who died in the year of the chriftian xn 
565, looking upon it as a great hatdfhip, that his fubjec\s mould 
pur chafe this manula&ure of the Perjians at fo dear a rate, fenc 
two monks into India, to learn there how the filken manufacture 
was managed, ordering them to bring with them on their return fome 
filk worms, that he might fet up the manufacture in his own domi- 
nions. Thefe monks oh their return told him, that the filk worms 
Could not be brought fo long a journey, but the emperor under- 
itanding from them that their eggs might, he fen t them back for 
them ; and by this means great quantities of thefe eggs were 
brought to Con ft ant irro file. From thefe eggs have been propagated 
all the filk- worms and filk trade, which have been fince that time 
in Eu>ope. The ancients were To ignorant how filk was made, 
that they believed it was produced, like cotton, from trees. For 
a long time it was worn only by women, it being thought a great 
inftance of luxury and effeminacy for a man to wear a filken gar- 
nienr. fn the beginning of the reign of Tibet ius, a law was 
made, ne njeftis /erica fit os fatdarct, that is, that no man Jhouiddxj- 
honour him/elf by nutating a filken garment (4 ; and Larnpndiut 
reckons it one of the moll infamous parts of Hcliogabalui 's charac- 
ter, that he was the firft man who wore ho lo/ericum, that is, a 
garment which nxas all of Jilk (5). 



(.{. Tacit anna/. I ii.c.33. (c N Vide Prid. eor.necl. & /Vj 
in et\m ad <voerm Senium, (& de ido/olat. I. iv. c 90. & Salmah 
in notii ad Tettu/lian. de pall, ad Su t in. Cif adhift. Augujl . 
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friendfliip with embffies and rich prefents Florus 
ielis us, that the Seres were four years on their journey, and 
that they prefeoted Augujius with pearls, precious ftones, and 
elephants. The fame or" Carfares moderation in the midft of 
his victories was what chiefly prompted thofe diftant nations, 
if we believe Suetonius l , to ToJicit his friendihip. This year 
ended with two marriages, viz. of Cleopatra Selene , the daugh*- 
ler of queen Cleopatra by Antony, with jfuha king of Getulia, 
of whom we have fpoken above, and of "Julia, Augujius** 
daughter by Scribonia, with Afarcel/us, his lifter Octavia's 
fon by her firft hufband, a youth of extraordinary accompiiih- 
jnents, and already adopted by Augujius, who had no hopes 
of uTue by his wife Livia, whom he pafljionacel y loved. As 
the emperor wag frill kept in Spain by the bad fiate of his 
health, the ceremonies ufed by the Romans on iuch occailons 
were performed with all imaginable pomp and magnificence 
by Agrippa * . 

Th£ enfuing year, Augujius entered upon his tenth con-- 
ful/hip, having C. Nor bonus Flaccus for his collegue ; but 
whether he was then in Spain, on his journey, or at Rome, 
is uncertain. Upon his return to the capital, which happened New la- 
in the end of the preceding year or the beginning of this, the nours con- 
fenate conferred a greater authority upon him than ever, free- ferred on 
ing him irom the obligation of all laws, and impowering him -Auguitus. 
to govern the republic according to his arbitrary will and plea- 
fure. At the fame time, by a folemn oath they approved of 
all his adls, and decreed, that Adarcellus, tho' then not a- 
bove fixtcen years of age, mould, on account of his extrar. 
ordinary merit, have a place in the fenate among thofe of the 
praetorian rank, and that he might ftand for the consulate, 
ten years fooner than he was allowed by the laws. It was 
likevvife ordained in favour of Tiberius, fon- in-law to Auguf- 
tus, that he might ftnnd for the curule offices, five years 
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This year was remarkable for an expedition :.gainft the fou- pgdithn of 
them Arabs, undertaken by Ailius Gallus, a Roman knight, ./Elms 
and the third governor of Egypt under Augujius. The em- Gal.'ir. int§ 
peror being informed, that Sou.tfj A ra ^ ul abounded in gold, Arabia 
ftlver, and other riches, refolved either to make them his Felix, 
friends by treaties, and fo open a way for commerce with them, 
or by conqueft to make them his* fubjects. He hud alfo this 

b Flor. 1. iv. c. 1 Suet. ibid. c. 21. Oro3. I. vi. c. 2 r„ 
Eut<op 1 vii. 1 S v i t . ibid. b Diu, ibid. p. 515. 
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farther view, viz, in cafe he ftiould, either as a friend or con- 
queror, get footing in that country, to open himfelf an eafy 
"way for the fubduing of the Troglodites, their country being 
feparated from South Arabia only by the narrow ftraights 1 , 
now called the ftraights of Babelmandel^ through which the 
Arabian gulph difcharges itfelf into the fouthern" ocean. For 
the carrying on of this expedition, Augujlus furnifned G alius 
with ten thoufand men ; Herod king of jfudcea fent him five 
hundred drawn out of his own guards ; and Obodas king of 
the Nabath&an Arabs a thoufand more, under the command 
of Syllaus his chief minifter. Syllaus undertook to be Gallus'$ 
guide in this expedition ; but with no other view than to be- 
tray him, and make the undertaking mifcarry. Gallus had 
propofed to march through the country of the Nabathtsans t 
and from thence into South Arabia , or Arabia Felix ; but 
Be h be- Sylleeus falfly informing him, that there was no fafe paffage 
traytd by thither by land, he built an hundred and thirty tranfports at 
Syllasas. Cleopatris^ a port at the bottom of the Arabian gulph or Red 

fea, and, putting his army on board of them, failed for Leu- 
coco me y a maritime city of the Nabathaans^ on the other fide 
of that fea. As this was a very dangerous navigation, on 
account of the many rocks and ihelves which are in that part 
of the Arabian gulph, and Syllaus conducted them the worffc 
way through it, he was fifteen days in his paffage, and loft a 
great many {hips. Upon his landing, his whole army was 
feized with a diltemper common in that country, which ob- 
liged him to continue inactive, at Leucocome, and in that 
neighbourhood, the remaining part of the fummer and the 
following winter. Early next fpring, he fet out from Leu* 
c-ocoms? and, after a moft painful march of fix months fouth- 
ward, being led by the treacherous Syllaus through ways al- 
mod impafTable, he arrived at length on the borders of Ara~ 
hia Felix, Upon his approach, Sabus, king of the country, 
fled, abandoning his metropolis, called by Strabo the city of 
the Agrans^ which Gallus took by aflault. From thence he 
continued h:s march fouthward, and arrived the fixth day at 
a river, where he was met by a numerous body of Arabs t 
who had affembled with a dcfi?;n to difpute his paffage ; but 
the Arabs Gallus^ falling upon them, cut ten thoufand of them in picc- 
ond take** eS ' w ' tn tne '°*" s °^ two men om y* He then, without fur- 
feveral ther oppofition, made himfelf mailer of Anncflus, Afca y Ada- 
cifies t g r if um > Tommacumy Laheccia^ Mar i aba , a city fix miles in 

compafs, Alhrula, where he left a garifon, and Caripcia. 
From Garipcta he penetrated fan her into the country, and, 
after fame days march, came to Marftal&, a city of the Rha- 
ptaniicsy who were governed by w petty prince named Jfafi* 



Chap, i 7 7 STA* Roman Hiftory] 293 

rus. He befieged the place ; but was obliged, after feveral 
unfuccelsful attempts, to drop that entcrprifc for want of 
water. In the mean time, his men being feized with various 
diftempers, occafioned by the heat of the climate and the un- 
wholfomenefs of the air, water, and herbs of the country, 
and great numbers of them dropping off daily, he thought it 
advileable to march back, into the country of the Nabathcsatis^ 
and from thence purfue his rout into Egypt^ Accordingly, jj e j ro ^ 
having by this time difcovered the treachery of Syllesus^ he t y e enter- 
fet out on his march homeward, under the conduct of more prif e% and 
faithful guides, and came in fix days to Anagrana , whence, returns tm 
after having put to flight king Sabus^ who attempted to har- Egyp*- 
rafs him on his march, he purfued his journey to Negra^ cal- 
led alfo Hygra^ a maritime city of the Nabatbatan country, 
which he reached in fixty days ; whereas he had fpent iix 
months In marching from thence to the confines of Arabia* 
At Negra he imbarqued his troops, and having crafted the 
Arabian gulph in eleven days, he landed at Adyos Hormus on 
the Egyptian fide; and from thence, by the way of Coptus 9 
Jed back the poor remains of His army to Alexandria , after 
having fpent two years in this unhappy expedition. In the fe- 
veral fkirmifhes he had with the enemy, he loft only feven 
men ; but the far greater part of his forces perifhed, either 
by famine or difeafes ». Some of the medicinal compofitions, 
which he invented againft the diftempers that reigned in his 
army, are mentioned by Galen, and among the reft treacle, 
which on his return he prefentcd to Augujtus, telling him t 
that it had faved the lives of many of his foldiers n . The 
bad fuccefs, that had attended ALlius in this expedition, de- 
terred both him and others from any further attempts on that 
country ; fo that the inhabitants of Arabia Felix in the caft, 
and the Scots in the north, as we fhall obferVe hereafter, were 
the only people who continued to enjoy their liberties to the 
downfal of the Roman empire, while all the other nations of 
the then known world groaned under the yoke. 

While /Elius Gallus was employed with part of the E- Candace, 
pptian army in this expedition, Candace, queen of Ethiopia , oueen of 
invading the province of Thebais in Upper Egypt with a great Ethiopia, 
army, furprifed the cities of Syene* EUphantina, and- Phyllis, 
carried the Romans who garifoned them into captivity, over- b gy-p£- 

threw Augujfus's ltatues, and laid wafte the whole country. 

,n D10. ibid. p. 516— —C24. Strabo, L xvi. p 780. & I. ii. p. 
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Hereupon C. Petronius, at that time governor of Egypt 9 
having with all imaginable expedition got together a body of 
ten thoufand foot and eight hundred horfe, marched againft 
the warlike queen, and coming up with her in the neighbour- 
hood of Pfelcha, a city of Ethiopia on the banks of the Nile, 
obliged her to give battle, defeated her army, tho* thirty thou- 
fand ftrong, and made himfelf mafter of Pfelcha, the key of 
^ UtU jt*~ £ Miopia on the^ fide of Egypt. From Pfelcha Petronius pe- 
P* • * netratcd above eight hundred miles into the country ; and af- 
wbo"a&es ter navul o P anT ~ cc * thofe deferts, where the whole army of Cam* 
jrueral of fyf es * s ^id to have been by a fudden ftorm buried in the fand, 
tier cities h e t0 °k, without oppoftrion, the cities of Premnis, Ahoccis y 

Phturis, Cambyfes^ Atteva, and Stadifis - y which laft place 
flood near the cataracts of the Nile. Encouraged with this 
fuccefs, the Roman general advanced to Napata^ which Di- 
on calls Tenape, tne metropolis of the kingdom, which he 
took and deftroyed, and from thence marched forward, till 
at length being able to proceed no farther by reafon of the 
great deferts, nor ftajr there any longer on account of the ex- 
ceflive heats of the climate, he was obliged to turn back. 
Having therefore put a garifon of four hundred men into Prow 
nis, one of the Itrongeft fortrefTes of Ethiopia, and fupplied 
it with provifions for two years, he returned to Alexan- 
dria, carrying with him many thoufand captives, whom 
he fold for fiaves, except one thoufanJ, in which number 
were the chief commanders of Candace 9 s army ; and 
thofe he fent as a prefent to Augujius. The queen of 
Ethiopia, upon the fir ft notice of the departure of the Romans, 
having afjembled new forces, attacked with great vigour the 
garifon they had left at Premnis ; but Petronius returning 
with a quicknefs and expeuition hardly to be imagined, (he 
was obliged not only to raife the {lege, but to conclude a 
The queen p cace upon terms very advantageous to the Romans. How* 
C °ea e with ever * dugujlus afterwards remitted the tribute, which flic was, 
%fa Cf Ro' tJ purfuant to tnc treaty, to pay yearly to the Roman people, 

and rcftorcd to her all the cities which Petronius had feiz- 



mans. 
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Tie Can- During thefe tranfaclions in the eaft, the AJiurians and 

tabrinns Cantabrians attempted anew the recovery of their liberty; 

and Attn- and having, by a ftratagem, furprifed a confidcrable body of 

rians Romans, put them all to the fwqrd. But /Eli us Lama, 

bat are whom Augujius had left governor of that part of Spain, foun 

foonre- revenged their death, laying walte the whole country with 



u 'need. 



• St r a no, !. xvii, p. Szq. PiO, 1. liv. p. 524, 525. Plin, 
I. vi. c. 

fa 



ChapT 17! The Roman Wftarf. ig^ 

fire and fWord, and cruelly mauTacririg mod: of their young 
men who were able to bear arms : by which means he re- 
duced them in lefs than a month to an entire fubjediion p . 

The following year Auguftus, being in his eleventh con- .Augutus 
fulfhip with Cnelus Calpurnius Pijo^ tell into a dangerous dif- at the point 
temper, which brought him to the point of death. When of de^tK . 
he thought himfelt paft recovery, he fen* for the curule ma- 
giftrates, and the chief men of the fenatorial and equeftrian 
order, who immediately came to attend him, not doubting 
but he defigned to name in their prefence his fuccefTor, and 
intail the empire on his family. They were therefore great- m s fafa 
ly furprifed to fee the dying emperor, without uttering a <vioar on 
fingle word, put into the hands of his collegue Calpurntus that occa- 
Pifo his laft will* and with it a book of his own writing,^/*, 
which contained a diflindi and minute account of all the 



towns, provinces, allies, forces, riches, and taxes, of the 
whole Roman empire. The contents of his will, which was 
to be opened only after his death, were never known ; but, 
from his not naming a fuccefTor, and his delivering to the 
chief magiltrate, in fo critical a juncture, an account of tl e 
revenues and forces of the empire, they alt concluded, that his 
dchgn was to put the commonwealth once more into the hands 
of the fenate and people. His ring he delivered in the pre- 
fence of all to Agrippa 9 fignifying thereby, as was then in- 
terpreted, that if they deiired to be governed by one man, 
they could not chufe a perfon more fit for fo great a truft 
than Agnppa. As for Marccllus^ his fon-in-law, his nephew, 
and his fon by adoption, whom every one expected he would 
name for his fuccefTor, he feemed to have entirely forgot him. u 
This unexpected behaviour of Augujius at the point of death, 
when his fincerity could not be reafonably queiiioned, gained 
him the afYedlions of the people, above any tiling he had hi- 
therto done in their behalf. They thought him more worthy 
of being folemnly deified, and ranked among thu gods, in re- 
gard of the difintercftcd love he {hewed for his country, than, 
his father "Julius on account of all his warlike exploits. But Antoniu* 
the npotheofis of Aitgujius was put off for many years ; for Mufa r e - 
Antonius Mufa, a famous Greek puyiicran, and brother to Jlorcs bim 
EupborbtiS) phyfrciar* to Jubu king of Mauritania^ by cool- to bis 
in * potions, and the ufe of tin; cold bath, reftoteJ him to health* 
his health, to the great real, or feeming, fatisfadtion of the 
fenate and people, who immediately ordered a ft.»tue of brafa 
to be eredteil to Mufa ovcr-againlt that of /Ejiulapius, a 
diftindtiun never before granted to any freed-xnan. He wan 
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alfo allowed to wear a gold ring, and all perfons of his pro- 
feflion were for ever, out of gratitude to him, exempted 
from all manner of taxes and tributes 9. The recovery of 
jQuguflus occafioned great rejoicings in the city -> medals were 
(truck, many of whi<:h have reached our times, and the 
moil magnificent fports exhibited that had ever been feen in 
«/Tomf R° me * We are told tnat *° me fathers, then on their death- 
for bis re- keds, commanded their children to facrifice victims in their 

name by way of thankfgiving to Jupiter CapitolinuSy with 
this infeription, The day of our death was the day of Auguftus'r 
recovery r . The emperor, as foon as he was in a condition 
to appear abroad, went to the fenate-houfe, and, after hav- 
ing thanked the fathers in moft obliging terms for the con- 
cern they had (hewn during his illnefs, and the joy they had 
expreffed on his recovery, he opened his will, and offered to 
read it to the affembly, in order to convince them, that he 
had appointed himfelf no fucceflbr, but left them at full li- 
berty either of re-eftablifhing the antient form of government, 
or chufing for themfelves a fovereign ; but they all cried out 
■with one voice, That they would not by any means fuffer 
him to take that trouble, which was to no purpofe, fince 
they were, without any further proof, fully convinced of the 
fmcerity of his intentions, and his difintereftcd zeal for the 
public welfare r . 

H'fifttvder* The behaviour of Augujlus during his illnefs occafioned a 
{landing m ifunderftanding between Marcellus and Agrippa. The 



pa. 



Marcellus ^ orrncr tn ' n ^ m g himfelf injured by his uncle, who had pre- 
«7w^Affri ferred to one ot his own family a man of a mean defcent, a 
" " * mere foldier of fortune, exprefTed his refentment, not againft 

the emperor, but againft his favourite, treating him on feve- 
ral occafions with great contempt. On the other hand, A- 
grippa was not a man to bear with any ill u fa gc. The empe- 
ror therefore, to prevent the evil confequences of their mu- 
tual jealoufies, thought it advifeable to part them ; and ac- 
cordingly appointed Agrippa governor of Syria, who imme- 
diately left R.omc* but went no farther than Mitylcne in the 
illand of Lejbos, whence he fent his lieutenants to govern the 
provinces committed to his care r . 

And now Augujlus, thinking his authority fufliciently ef- 
tabliftied, rcfigncd the fafces, after having held them nine 
years together, to P. Sejiius, a man of an unblemilhcd cha- 
racter, but a conflant and faithful friend to Brutus, under 

<1 Idem, p. 517, & feq. r Suet in Oclavio. f Suet. 
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whom he had ferved in the battle of Pbilippi in quality of 
proquasfror, and whofe memory he frill reverenced, keeping 
his picture in his houfe, and commending on all occafions the 
zeal of that brave patriot for the welfare of his country. The tvViu ho- 
jtnate was fo affcdred with this impartial .conduct of Auguji Ufy nours heap' 
in preferring a man of Se/iius's character to many of his own ed upon 
friends, who afpired at the fame dignity, rhat they heaped Auguilus. 
new honours upon him, declared him perpetual proconful of 
the Roman empire, im powered him to allemble the fenate 
when he pleafed, and, what he valued above all other pre- 
rogatives, allowed him to exercife the authority of the tri- 
bune/hip, and enjoy all the privileges annexed to that dignity, 
not only within the walls of Rome, but in the moft diftant 
provinces. Such an ample and unlimited power was without 
precedent ; but the emperor readily accepted it> as it render- 
ed his perfon facred, and fecured him againft all outrages and 
infults, whether in words or actions. His fuccefTors never 
parted with this power ; but, after the example of /fuguflus, 
caufed it to be recorded in public regifters in thefe terms ;r 
Tribunitite potejiatis primum, fecundum^ &c u . Thus were 
the Romans i by railing the authority of their emperors, daily 
rivetting their own chains. In the confula'e of Cn. C^lpur- 
nius Pifo, and L. Sejiius, P bra bates king of Partbia being 
reftored to the throne by the Scytbians, Tiridates, whom the Tiridates 
Partbians had chofe in his room, bting obliged to favc him- at Rome, 
fclf by flight, came to Rome, with the chief men of his par- 
ty, to folicit the afliftance of Augujius, promifing to hold the 
kingdom of him, in cafe he was reftored by his means to 
the throne. On the other hand, Pbrabates, hearing he had 
fled to Rome, fent embafladors after him to defeat his defign*, 
and to demand of Augujius the delivery of his rebellious 
Haves, as he ftyled them, and the releafe of his fon, whom 
Tir'ulates had put into his hands at Antiocb, when he patted 
through that city on his return to Italy after the reduction of 
Egypt, Augujius introduced the embafladors of the contend- 
ing parties to the fenate ; but, after they had pleaded ths. 
caufe of their refpedtive princes before the fathers, without 
confulting them, he anfwered the embafTadors him fclf in the 
fame manner as he had done before at Antiocb, viz. That he AuguftuaV 
would not deliver Tiridates into the hands of P bra bates, nor mtftver to 
aflift either of them againft the other. However, to gratify bis embaf- 
both in fomething, he gave Tiridates leave to live at Rome, Mrt y arrd 

to tbo/e of 
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ordering hi in out of the public treafury an allowance fuit- 
able to his rank, and fent back to Pbrahates his Ton, on con- 
dition that he £houId reftore all the captives and enfigns taken 
from Crnjfus and Antony* This Pbrahates pro mi fed ; but did 
not perform till three years after*. This year Marceilu: 
was feized with a he&ic fever, which Antonius Mufa under- 
took to cure ; but the remedies he prefcribed, the fame which 
had faved the life of Augujius y were commonly believed to have 
occE.fi.oncd his death, which happened in the nineteenth 
year of his age, to the inexpreffible grief of Augu/lus, his 
mother Oftavia? and r,he Roman people, whofe hearts he 
had won by his extraordinary accomplifiiments, obliging be- 
haviour, and uncommon modefty. Though this year proved 
very fickly, and many were carried off by the reigning dif- 
tcmpers, yet the ambitious Livia was generally charged with 
the death of that hopeful youth, whom fhe was believed to 
have difpatched by means of Antonius Muja, to make 
room for Tiberius and Drufus her own children. His fune- 
ral obfequies were performed with the utmoft magnificence 
in the campus Martius* Auguftus himfelf, who was his neareft 
relation, pronouncing, according to cuftom, his funeral 
oration y . - 

Th e next year, M. Claudius Marceilus JEferninus and 
L. Ar runt i us being confuls, a dreadful plague raged in Rom 
and all the other cities of Italy ; which, as the lands were 
left unfilled, was attended with a general famine. The Ti- 
her overflowed, and laid great part of the city under water. 
Lightning fell on the Pantheon^ and there daflied to pieces 
fevcral (ratues, £Sf. The populace imagining, that the gods 
vifited them with thefe, and threatened them with greater 
calamities, becaufe they had fuffered Augujlus to lay down 
the confulatc, ftirrounded the fenate-houfe, and threatened to 
fet fire to it, unlefs the fathers immediately created him dic- 
tator. The confeript fathers readily complied with their rc- 
quefl ; whereupon the people repaired in great crouds to the 
houfe of AuguJhiSy with twenty-four axes and fafces, intrcai- 
\ muflus inghim to accept of the didtatorfhip ; but he wifely declined 
-»i7elyde- the envy and danger of that title, having already all the 
rVw the power and authority annexed to it. However, that he might 
.:..7ator- not feem to defpife the favours of the people, he accepted the 
and office of general purveyor, which had been formerly con- 
• V office of ferred on Pompeytbe Great , and took care to fupply the city 

f vpctual 
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with great plenty of provifions, appointing annually two per- 
fons for that purpofe, who had discharged the praetorfbip two 
years before. As to the office of perpetual cenfor, he could 
by no means be prevailed to take it upon him j but named 
to that important employment Pauliis M mi lius Lepidus, bro- 
ther to the triumvir, by whom he had been profcribed, and 
L. Munatius Plancus^ formerly, one of Antony's moft zea- 
lous partizans j but Lepidus dying foon after, and PIancus 9 
who was a man of a moft infamous character, being no ways 
qualified to cenfure the vices of others, Augujius took upon him- 
felf to perform the functions, tho 5 he declined the title, of that 
nngiftracy, and enacted many excellent lavvs relating to the 
reformation of manners, which gained him the love and ef- 
teem of the whole city. He fupprefled feveral private affem- Entt&s fe 
blies, and reformed others - 3 from the aediles he transferred <veral ex - 
the care of the public £hows and fports to the praetors, whom cellent 
he reduced to ten, and would not allow them to exhibit the Aww. 
ufual fports at their own charges, but obliged the people to 
contribute a fmall fum for their own diversions, and paid the 
reft out of the public treafury. As the sedilefhip was the firfl 
ftep to public honours, the young noblemen often fpent 
their whole fortunes, and reduced themfelves to beggary, by 
the expenfive fliows with which they entertained the people, 
in hopes of being raifed by their fuffrages to the fuperior ma- 
giftracies ; and it was to obvate this abufe, that Augujius 
committed the celebrating of the games to the praetors, and 
would have the charges attending them divided between the 
people and the public treafury. Tot he curule aediles he com-* 
mitted the care of extinguimihg fires, allowing them for thae 
fervice fix hundred Haves, who were bought and maintained 
at the public expence. He likewife ordered by a particular 
edict, that none fiiould exhibit the fbow of gladiators with- 
out leave from the fen ate, and then only twice a year, and 
with no more than one hundred and twenty combatants. As 

Many perfons of rank, women as well as men, had of late 
debafed themfelves to act and dance upon the frage, Augujius 
retrained fach fcandalous practices, by forbidding, under the 
fevereft penalties, any of the fenatorial or equeftrian order to 
appear on the ftage, and extending this prohibition to the 
children and grand- children of fenators z . In thefc regu- 
lations he exerted the power and authority of an abfulute 
prince and legiflator j but in other things ufed great condef- 
cenfion, affecting to appear . in courts of judicature like a pri- 
vate perfon, and even to plead for his friends, or attend them 
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when cited before the praetors or other judges. This comptai- 
farice often drew iafults upon him from the adverfc parties, 
as it happened in the cafe of one M. Primus, who was accu- 
fed of having made an irruption into the country of the Odryji- 
ans, while he was governor of Macedon. Primus main- 
tained, that he had been ordered by Augujius to make war 
upon the Odryfians ; whereupon Augujius, appearing foon af- 
ter in court, was afked by the praetor, Whether Primus's plea 
ffls mode- was true or no ? The emperor anfwered, That Primus was 
Nation. certainly miftaken, firice he was very fure he had given no 

fuch orders. This open and pofitivc declaration left no room 
for any reply 5 which fa provoked L. JiAurana, who pleaded for 
Primus, that he could not help afking the emperor with great 
boldnefs and anger, What bufinefs he had there ? and what had 
brought him to a place where he was neither expecled nor wan- 
ted ? The public goody replied Augujius, with great calmnefs 
and moderation. This deportment gained him the efteem of 
many ; but others, who were enemies to Augujius in their 
hearts, and wiflied to fee the ancient form of government 
Confptracy rcftored,- laid hold of this opportunity to ftir up Mur&na, and 
againft to enter into a confpiracy with himagainft the tyrant of Rome^ 
Auguftus. as thdy fry led hinu Murana and Fannius CaptOi the fiormef 

a man of an unblemilhed character, and the latter the greateft 
debauchee in Rome, took upon them the whole management 
of the plot, for the execution of which a day and place was 
already appointed. But, in the mean time, Mura7ia difclofetf 
the whole to his fifter *terentilla, and fhc to her hufbani 
Maecenas, who gave notice of it to the emperor, after having 
advifed his brother-in-law and the other confpirators to ab- 
i'cond, till fuch time as he fhould obtain, as he hoped to do, 
their pardon. But Augujius would not hearken to the intrea- 
ties either of AA&cenas or Proculeius, who was brother to 
Murana, and in fuch favour with the emperor, that he had 
been long in fufpenfe, whether he fhould beftow his daughter 
hdifave- jaiia on him or Marcellus. As Auguflus proved inflexible, 
red and the t | ic co nfpirators were fuinmoned to take their trials, and not 
€a , ra ;A appearing, interdicted by a majority of fufFrages fire and wa- 
jnpumj ter ^ throughout the whole extent of the Roman empire. 

Ccvpio was conveyed in the night-time by a faithful flavc to 
the Tiber in a bafket, and put on board a fmall veiTel which 
) in Jed him at OJlia. From O/lia the flavc conducted him 
fate to Laurent urn, and from thence to Cuma, where he wai 
hetrur^d bv another flave to a centurion, who cut off" his" 
held an J carried it to Rome. Muresna was difcovcred in 
Rome, and afiaflinatcd by Augujius* s emiflaries. As the con- 
fpirators were abfolved by the votes of fomc of the judges^ 

the 
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the emperor, fearing fuch criminals might for the fature go 
unpuniihed, enacted the two following laws, wz. That all 
guilty perfons who refufed to appear, fhould be condemned 
to the fime punilhments, which would have been inflicted 
upon them, if they had been regularly tried and convicted ; 
and that tor the futuie the judges in criminal cafes fhould de- 
liver their opinions, not in writing, but cpenJy and by word 
of mouth. Left the fevcrity he ihewed on this occafion and 
the new laws he enacted, might eftrange the minds of the 
people from him, he took no notice of the odd behaviour of 
oU C&piO) who not only fet at liberty the flave who had con- 
veyed his fon out of Rome? but fentenced the other to be cru- 
cified^ after having caufed him to be led through all the ftreets 
of Rome with a writing, which exprefied the caufe of his 
punifhment. At this time, Augujlus^ out of complaifance 
to the fenate, whom his feverity towards two men of rank 
might have provoked, delivered up to the confer ipt fathers The pro - 
the provinces of Cyprus and Narbonne Gaul y which, from winces of 
this cimej began to be ranked among the proconfular provinces, Cyprus 
and to be governed by magiftrates fent thither by the fenate 2 ; W Gaul 
This fame year, the Caniabrians and Afturians revolted anew; ddvuerei 
but were foon brought under fubjection by C Furnius* tA*siy u t *° 
of Cantabrians, finding they could not fhake off the yoke, 
thofe rather to lay violent hands on themfelves than to bear 
it ; fo deep was the love of liberty imprinted in the hearts of 
that brave people b \ 

And now Italy and all the provinces in the weft enjoying 
a profound tranquillity, Augujlus refolved to take a progrefs 
into the eaft, and with this view fet out for Sicily towards 
the end of the year, leaving the people at full liberty to chufe 
for confuls whom they pleafed. At the time therefore ap- 
pointed for the great elections the centuries met, and with 
one con fent raifed to the confulate Augufiusy and gave him 
M, Lollius for his collegue ; but he refilling to accept of that 
dignity, and even to name another in his room, the 

centuries met a fecond time, when fuch diforders were raifed ■ 
in the comma, by the ambitionof the two competitor s, L. Sim- z A" an " 



"ttj and £>. /Emiltus Lepidus, that the wiler citizens thought n 

• . r A \ . 1 r i« • 1 • Rome m 

i< proper to acquaint Augujlus therewith, and loncit h»m to Q COl!fr 0 r 

rcnun to Ro?nc+ and with his pretence put a frop to the con- the tie** 

tclU and divifiom^ which the oppohte factions had raited in tiotis. 

the city. Augujlus heard the account of thefe diflurb.! 'ices 

With a fcciet fatisfaclion, lv»pina: they -vouh; co.ivu.u i'..e 

Hioft zealous and obflinatc repu jlicam : V\«\. th 7 ^ 1 c -jo 



* Dio. I. liv p. 523. & ]. li'i, p. 504. !' Idem ibid. 
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longer capable of governing them felves as formerly. How- 
ever, left the quarrels of two fuch men, who had a great 
number of clients and were allied to molt of the chief fa- 
milies in Rome, (hould produce a civil war, he fent for the 
candidates, reprimanded them feverclv, and commanded 
them to keep at a diftance from Rome till the election was 
over. But this did not reftore tranquillity to the city ; the 
friends of the two competitors fupported their refpe<5fcive in- 
terefts with the fame warmth as if they had been piefentj 
but at length Lept'dus's party prevailed, and he was chofen 
conful. However, Auguftus? to prevent fuch diflurbances 
for the future, as he could not be always at Rome himfelf, 
judged it neceffary to create a new magiftrate, whofe province 
fhould be to maintain peace and tranquillity in the metropolis. 
Agrippa feemed to him the moft proper pcrfon for fo great a 
command. He therefore difpatched a mefTenger to him, 
ordering him Co quit the ifland of Lefbos and repair to him in 
Stci/y. On his arrival, to procure him more refpect and au- 
thority in his new employment* he commanded him to di- 
vorce Marcella? tho* daughter to Octavia and Auguftm's 
niece, and to marry his daughter Julia? the widow of Mar- 
cellus. We are told that Macenas promoted this match, by 
fuggefting to Aiigujius? when he conful ted him about it, that 
frnce he had already made Agrippa great and powerful, he 
ought either to cut him off, or unalterably attach him to his 
intereft by marrying him to his daughter b. This 
was celebrated with the utmoft pomp and 
Agrippa immediately after took his leave of Augujlus? and fet 
out for Rome, where he difcharged his new office with great 
applaufe, being equally beloved by the fenate and people. 

In the mean time, Augujlus? having fettled the affairs of 
Sicily? pa/Ted over into Greece? where he fhewed particular 
marks of his favour to the Lacedaemonians? on whom he be- 
flowed the ifland of Citbera and five other cities, as a reward 
for the kindnefs they had formerly fhewn to Littia? when flie 
fled with her hufband and fon out of Italy, . The Athenians he 
punifhed for having ereclred ftatues to Brutus and Cafftus? and 
afterwards ftded with Antony. He took from them the ifland 
of Egina and the city of Erctria? forbidding theni for the 
future to fell the right of citizenfhip, which brought them in 
vafl: fums, the Romans them felves glorying in being free of 
Athens From Greece Augujlus failed to Santos? and there 
wintered. 
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b Dio, ibid. p. 525. Vbll, Patehc. 1. ii. c. 93. Suet, in 
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Early in the fprinjr, M. Apuleius and P. Sihius Ntrva Auguftus 
being confuls, Augujius left Santas , and crofled over into AJia^ pajfes into 
fettling the affairs of the provinces through which he palled, the ea/r. 
in as aofoluce a manner as if they had belonged to himfclf and 
not to the fenate. He Jcprived the Cyzicatis of" their liberty, 
for having whipt and put to death Tome Roman citizens. 
The fame punifnment he infli<£ted on the inhabitants of Tyre 
ami Sidon, judging this the moft effectual method of putting 
an end to the factions, which reigned in thefe two cities, and 
were attended with f requent murders. As he drew near the Phrahates 
borders of Parthia, Phrahates king of that country, dreading fi*d* back 
a foreign war, as he was univerfally hated by his fubjc6te, not ^ tm 
only fent back to him all the enfigns and captives taken by Koman 
the Parthians, in their wars with Crcjfus and Antony ^ but eu * es atu * 
yielded to all the conditions which Augitftus required, giving en J * ns ' 
four of his fons with their wives and children as hoftages for 
the performance of them A ; whereupon ^uftin obferves, that 
Augujius did more by the greatnefs of his name, than any 
other commander could have done by a long and bloody 
war c ; but Tacitus tells us, that not the fear of Augujius^ 
but the diffidence Phrahates had. of his pwn people, induced 
him thereunto f ; and with him agree Strata s and Ja- 
fepbus h (C). However, Augujius , no lefs proud of having 

thus 

dDio. ibid. ^ Justin 1. xlii c. 5. f Tacit, annal. 

1. h.c.i. 8 Str.abo. 1. vi. p. 28S. k Jose ph. antiq. 

1. xviii. c. 3. 

(C) So far as we can gather from their writings, the whole 
matter feems to have pafTcd in the following manner ; A very beau- 
tiful Italian woman, named K lhermufa y having been formerly fent by 
Anguflus to Phrahates as aprefent, the king entertained her firftas his 
concubine, and afterwards, on her bringing him a fon, married her, 
and declared her queen. In this Ration (he gained an abfolute 
afcendant over him, which fhe made ufe of to fecure the fucceflion 
to her fon . With this view {he propofed to Phrahates the putting 
of his other fons, whofe names were Sarofpades, Cerofpades, Pbra- 
hqtes y and Vonones y into the hands of the Romans. Phrahates, not 
thinking himfeiffafe again It his fubje&s, fo long as there were any 
of the race of A» faces of an age fit to govern', readily complied with 
the queen's propolal ; and accordingly, when matters were made 
up between him and Aug.ujlus y and hoftages demanded for the (e- 
curing of the terms of that agreement, he delivered his four fons 
into the hands of Augujius^ who carried them to Home, where they 
remained many years. .4s for Ihermufas fon, who was named 
Pbrahaticcs, he was bred up to fucceed his father in the kingdom. 

The 
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thus recovered the Roman eagles and captives, than if he had 
overcome the Partbians in battle, fent orders to the. fenatc to 
fhut up the temple of Janus, which he had opened on his 
fetting out for the eaft, and to offer facrifices, by way of 
thankfgiving to the gods, for the fuccefs which had attended 
him in this expedition. To perpetuate the memory or" an 
action, which he looked upon as the moll glorious of his whole 
reign, on his return to Rome he caufed a temple to be built 
in the capitol to Mars the Avenger upon the plan of that 
which had long before been built in honour of Jupiter Fere- 
trius. In this new temple were hung up the military enfi&ns^ 
which the king of Parthia had reftored, as monuments o\ the 
homage which that proud monarch had paid to Augnjlus \ 
At the fame time Augujius fettled the affairs of Armenia, 
Artabazes, king of that country, having been taken pril'oner 
by Antony and carried to Alexandria, as we have related a- 
bove, Artaxias his fon, whom Dion calls Artabaz.es, fucceede<I 
him. But he having made himfelr obnoxious to his fubjecls 
by a molt tyrannicafand oppreflive reign, they complained oi 
him to Auguftus, defiring to have Tigranes* his younger bro- 
ther, who was then at Rome* to reign over them in his ftead. 
Auguftus Augu/ius complied with their requeil r and fent Tiberius, the 
appoints fon of Livia, who had attended him into the eaft, with an 
Tigranes army into Armenia , and drive out A taxias and place Tigranes 
king of on the throne. But A-taxias being killed by his own fuhjedts 
Armenia, before the arrival of Tiberius ^ and Tigranes thereupon admit- 
ted, without oppofition, to fucceed him, the young Roman had 
no opportunity of fignalizing himfelf by any military exploits. 
Who re- However, he crowned the new king with gi'cac pomp and 
ceiwes the magnificence, placing the diadem upon his tribunal, and ob- 
eroivn of liging Tigranes to receive it of him, as if he had been indebted 
Tiberius. tQ him for h ; s kingdom K Veileius Paterculus, the great 

1 Suet. ibid. D.io. p. 526. ^Dio, ibid. 

The Partbians were fo fuperftitioufly addicted to the race of Ar- 
faces* that Pbrabatts Well knew they would bear him, fo long as 
they had no other of that family of an age fit Co be fee up to reign 
in his room ; and this was, according to Strabo and Jofepbus (6\ 
the reafon why Pbrabatts fo readily yielded up his fons to the 
Romans', but at length his deftru&ion came from what he thus 
projected for his fafety, as we have related in our hiilory of the 

Partbians ( 7 > 

(6^ Vide Strab. & Jo/epb. ubi fufra. (7) ™ft> Univerf. 

Vol. X. p. 544. 

flatterer 
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flatterer of Tiberius? tells us, that, entering Armenia at the 
head of his legions, he reduced the whole country, and obliged 
the Armenians to receive Tigranes, whom he calls Artavaf- 
des, for their king. He adds, that the Parthians were fo 
terrified at his approach, and the fame of his name and ex- 
ploits, that they tent back to Augujius the Roman enfigns and 
captives l . But all other writers afcribe the recovery of the 
enfigns to Augujius, and agree, that Tiberius performed no- 
thing worth mentioning. This year Julia, who had had no Caius 
children by her firft hufband Marcel/us, brought Agrippa a f ar ^ orn - 
fon, who was named Caius, and on whofe birth-day a per- 
petual facrifice, with other folemnities, was decreed by way 
of thankfgiving to the gods m . Towards the end of the fum- 
iner, Augujius left Syria? and being attended by Herod, king 
oVjudaciy to the fca fide, he embarqued and failed for Samos? 
where he palTed the enfuing winter. In the mean time, the 
confuiar year being expired, Augujius was named conful in the 
aflembly of the people, and C. Sentius Saturninus given him 
for his collegue. But Augujius declining that office, the fac- 
tions revived, and the campus Martius was turned into a field 
of battle, many perfons being killed in the fray ; infomuch, 
that Augujius, to put a frop to the diforders that were raifed 
on this occafion by the ambitious competitors, was obliged to 
name a collegue to Sentius of his own authority. The perfon 
he pitched upon was J^: Lucretius Vefpillo, who had been 
formerly profcribed by the triumvirs, but at this time ferved 
under Auguftus in quality of lieutenant. Thefe two magis- 
trates together with Agrippa maintained peace^ and tranquillity 
in the city, by punifhing with the utmoft feverity the ring- 
leaders of the late tumult n . 

While Augujius refided at Samos, he received a fecond ftcond 
embafly from the king of India, foliciting an alliance with embafy t* 
him. The embafladors, as we arc informed by Nicolas of Auguftus 
Damajcus, who faw them as they pafTed through Antioch, / rom 
delivered to Augujius a letter in the Greek tongue, wherein j ^ a 
the king of India told him, that though he reigned over fix 
hundred kings, yet he had fo great a value for his friendship, 
that he fent this embafly on fo long a journey on purpofe to 
defire it of him ; that he was ready to meet him in what place 
foever he plea fed to appoint 5 and that upon the firft notice he 
would aflift him to the utmoft of his power in whatever was 
right. This letter he fubferibed by the name of Porus king 
of India. The fix hundred kings, whom he boafted to 

1 Vb ll. Paterc. L ii.e 94. ^Dio.p.526. n Dio. 

ibiil. 
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reign ovc, were the rajas, or petty princes, who governed 
the kingdom under him, fevcral of whofe defcendants remain 
to this day, who, paying an annual tribute to the Great 
Alogul, govern their fubjects with an abfolute authority. Of 
the embailadors, who firft fet out from India , three only 
reached the prefence of Augujlus 7 the others dying by the 
way. Of the three furviving one was Zarmar y a gymnofo- 
phift, who following Augujius to Athens , there burnt himfelf 
in his prefence, as Calanus, another of that feci:, had for* 
morly done in the prefence of Alexander, it being cuflomary 
for the gymnofophifts to put an end to their lives, by throve 
ing themfelves on their funeral piles, when they thought they 
had lived long enough, or apprehended fome misfortune o. 
Among the pre fonts which they brought were huge vipers, 
ferpents ten cubits long, a river tortoife three cubits long, a 
partridge bigger than a vultur, and feveral tygers, the firft 
that had ever been feen either by the Greeks or Romans p. 
Auguftus Auguftus early in th^ fpring left Samos, after having declared 
return* to the inhabitants free, and returned to Rome* where he was re- 
Rome, ceived with loud acclamations and all pofllble marks of ho- 
nour, his bringing back the military enfigns and prifoners 
taken in the Parthian wars being what the Romans valued 
beyond the gieatefl: victories. Auguftus himfelf took fo much 
pride in having thus retrieved the glory of the Roman name 
among foreign nations, that he caufed a great number of me- 
dals, many of which ha\e reached us, to be ftruck with this 
legend on the revcrfe, S ignis receptis. The poets of his time 
made, as is well known, his recovering of the enfigns and pri- 
foners, the common topic of their flatteries Three tri- 
umphal arches were decreed him by the fenate, an altar was 
credited to Fortune with this infeription, Fortunes reduci ; and 
it was ordained, that the day of his arrival in the capital 
fliould be annually folemnifed with facrifices, fports, (hows, 
£sft*. and diftinguifhed by the name of Auguflalia^ or the feaji 
Virgil dies s/*Augultus. This year died the prince of the Latin poets in 

tlie fifty -iir ft year of his a^e, having bequeathed a confidcr- 
ablc part of In* great wealth to Auguftus and Alacenas, iits 
two chief' patrons and benefactors. He had defigued to at- 
tend A..grftus into the e:i!t, but was obliged by the bad ftate 
of his health to remain at Naples^ whence he patted over to 
A them to meet Augujius on his return from the iilaiul of Sa- 
tt.os. The emperor ieccived him wish uncommon marks of 
LinJi.cft a*jd cittern; but he, leaving Athens Coon after to 

° DlO. p ^27. SrRABO, L XV. p. *r 19, 720. p STRA BO, 

iUid. Vide Fall. L v. Uukav.L iv. od. 15, See. ^ 
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vifit the antiquities of Megara in the hot feafoo of the year, 
fell fick there, but neverth clefs imbarqued for Italy f and 
reached Brunduftum, where he expired foon after his arrival. 
As he had not yet put the laft: hand to his /Eneid, he ordered 
by his will that inimitable performance to be burnt ; but Au~ 
guftus faved Troy, we may fay with an antient poet, from a 
fecond conflagration, and by that means prcferved for ail fu- 
ture ages a moft perfect pattern of epic poetry. FiigiTs body 
v'as, according to his own appointment, conveyed to Naples, 
and there laid in a monument erected for that purpofe on the 
road from Naples to PuteolL On the monument was engrav- 
ed a diflich wrote by the poet himfelf, wherein he gave a 
modeft account of his birth, his death, the place of his burial, 
and his works r (D) w 

But to return to Augufius ; as there reigned at this time 
in Rome a general depravation of manners, and the city was 
in a manner over-run with all kinds of vices, the fenate pre- 
vailed upon Augujlus to accept the office of cenfor for five ^ U{ r t ,ft ua 
years. At the fame time they conferred upon him the con- C€ „/ ort 
fular power for life, ordaining, that he fhould always have 
twelve axes and fafces carried before him, and fhould fit in a 
eurule chair between the confute. At the fame time they en- 
treated him to make new laws, offering to bind themfclves 
by oath to the obfervance of them. But the emperor refufed 
an oath, which he judged ufelefs, intimating, that if his laws 
were good, they would obferve them without that tie ; if not, 
their oath would be ineffectual r . And now the prefence of 
Jgrippa being no longer neceffury in Rome, Auguflus dif- 
patched him into Gaul to flop the incurflons of the Germans ', 
who, having puffed the Rhine, committed horrible diforders 
in the countries fubjeft to Rome, But at the approach of fa 
renowned a commander, they repaffed the river, and Shelter- 
ed themfclves in their woods. Hereupon Agrippa, having Agrippa 
fettled the affairs of that country, and left a fuflicient number marches 
of troops to guard the banks of the Rhine, the boundary be- a&atnft the 
tween Gaul and Germany, pa fled from thence into Spain , Germans, 
where the C.mtabrians, notwithstanding their former loffes, 
had raifetl new disturbances. Moft of their youth had a few 
years before been taken prifoncrs, and fold for flaves to the 

r Vide Tin. Don at. in vita Virgil ii. f Dio. Suet. ibid. 

(D) The diflich is as follows : 

Mantua me gcttuit : Calabri rapuc>-c ; tenet nunc 
Farthenope : cecini pa fata, tura } duces. 

Cjj] 2 v : ^hU>ui 'i'j 
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neighbouring nations ; but having found means to break their 
chains, they had cut the throats of their matters, and return- 
Uzj expe- m g into their own country, fortified themfelves there, and 
dition a- attacked with incredible** fury the Roman garifons. Agrippa 
gainft the marched againft them with great expedition, but, on his ar. 
Cancabri- rival in their country^ he met with fo vigorous a rcfiftance 
fins. from that brave and gallant people, that his foldiers began to 

defpair of ever being able to reduce them. As the CantabrU 
ans had waged war with the Romans for two hundred years 
Huh rave- ai *d upwards, they were well acquainted with their manner of 
ry* fighting, no ways inferior to them in point of courage, and 

now become defperate, as well knowing, that if they were 
conquered, after having fo often attempted to recover their 
liberty, they muft expert the moft fevere ufage and cruel fla- 
very. Animated with this reflection, they fell upon the Ro- 
mans with a fury hardly to be exprefled, put them to flight 
in feveral rencounters, and defended themfelves, when at- 
tacked by the enemy, with fuch intrepidity and refolution, 
that Agrippa afterwards owned, that he had never, either by 
{ea or land, been engaged in a more dangerous expedition. 
That brave commander was obliged to ufe intreaties, mena- 
ces, and to brand fome of his legionaries with ignominy, be- 
fore he could bring them to enter the lifts with fo refolute and 
formidable an enemy. But having at length with much ado 
prevailed upon them to try the chance of an engagement in 
the open field, he fo animated them by his own example, that, 
after a mod obftinate difpute, he gained in the end a com- 
plete victory, which indeed coft him dear, but put an end to 
that deftru£tive war. All the Cantabrians fit to bear arms 
were cut in pieces, their carries and ftrong-holds were taken 
and razed, and their women, children, and old men, none 
elfe being left alive, were obliged to abandon the mountain- 
ous places, and fettle in the plain. Thus Agrippa com- 
pleated the reduction of a brave nation, which had kept 
tlie Roman arms employed for the fpace of two hundred years, 
y be final t ^ at ^ evcf r* mce t | lc t j me Q f Scipio Africanus, the fir ft Rs- 

e/Canta- man mac * e war * n Sp a * n * The final reduction of Canto- 
£ " bria y and the quieting of all Spain, was judged both by the 

lenate and Augnftus well worthy of a triumph ; but Agrippa 
modeftlv declined that honour, afcribing the whole glory of fo 
fuccefsful an expedition to A'-tgnftus , under whofe aufpiccshe 
had fought. He was well acquainted with the jealous humour of 
the emperor, noways renowned for military atchicvements ; 
and therefore., to avoid giving him the loafl: umbrage, he art- 
fully leiTened his own glory, for fear of eclipfing his, which, 

he 
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he knew, might be attended with dangerous confequences c. 
Agrippa on his return to Rome applied himfelf wholly to the 
embelliftring of the city with new edifices, and fupplying it 
with great plenty of water, which proved no lefs ornamental 
to that great metropolis, than convenient and ufeful to 
the vaft multitudes of people who flocked thither from all 
parts of the then known world. The waters, Firgo, yulia 9 
and Tepula, were by him conveved, at his own expence, into 
the city, by aqueducts, of a m >ft magnificent ftru&ure, and 
for the moft part fupported by large and beautiful columns of 
marble. The aqueducts of the waters, Appia and Marcia, T^fffjf f 5 ** 
which conveyed into Rome, we may fay, whole rivers, were / J * 
by him repaired at a vaft charge. In fhort, to Agrippa chief- ^ ® ™ 
ly is Rome indebted for that great plenty of wholefome water, 
which it enjoys to this day, perhaps above all the cities in the 
world 3 and to this Auguftus alluded, when he pleafantly an- 
fvvered the people, who complained to him of the fcarcity and 
dearth of wine, that Agrippa had taken care they Jhould not die 
of thirft Towards the end of this year, Auguftus granted 
a triumph to Lucius Cornelius Balbus for having fubdued the ^hg Gara- 
Garamantes, a people of Africa, hitherto unknown to the mantes 
Romans. Balbus made himfelf matter of all that country, which fabdued. 
lay between Africa properly fo called, that is, the antient 
dominions of Carthage, Lower Mthiopia, and Getulia, ex- 
tending by that means the limits of the Roman empire as far 
as the river Nigris. Such an important conqueft Auguftus 
judged well worthy of a triumph, which was accordingly 
granted to Balbus, though he was not fo much as a native of 
Italy, but born zzGades in Spain, and lately admitted to the 
rights of a Roman citizen. He had the glory of being the firft 
foreigner who was honoured with this mark of diftindtion, 
Auguftus wifely overlooking antient cuftoms, to honour and 
reward valour without diftin&ion in men of all nations 
This year JElius G alius, prefect of Egypt, made a progrefs 
into the upper parts of that country, as far as Syetje and the 
borders of /Ethiopia, in which Strabo the geographer attended 
him, who tells us, that at Thebes he faw the ftatuc of Mem- 
non, which, according to the poets x , fa luted the fun at his firft: 
rifmg with an harmonious found. He adds, that being one 
morning on the place, he heard the found without knowing 
how it was produced, but fufpc£tcd it came from fome of 
thofe who were there prefent, and not from the ftatue y . 

r Dio. p. $28. Suet, in Oclavio. u Cassiod. I. vii. epift. 
6. Front, in aquajduft. * Fa Hi enpic, Dio. ibid. Plin.1. 
v. c 5. Sol 1 n us, c. 32. * Vide Ju ven a l. fuyr. 15. Dion ys. 
in Pericg. v. 7 j.9. & alios. t Strad, 1, xvii. p. 816. 
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The next year, P. Cornelius Lentulus and Cn. Cornelius 
Lentulus^ either brothers or relations, being confuls, Auguftus 
prorogued his authority for five years more, the firft ten years 
of his fovereign power being near expired. This, he well 
knew, would ftir up the zealous republicans againft him ; and 
therefore, dreading the fate of his rather 'Julius* he took care 
never to appear in public, but armed with a breaft-plate under 
his robe ; and, to deprive them of all hopes of ever feeing 
the antient form of government reftored, he made Agrlppa^ 
as it were, his partner in the fovereign power, conferring 
Auguftus upon him an authority almoft equal to his own, and the high 
heaps new prerogative of the tribunefhip for the fpacc of five years j fo 
honours up- that the f ew . republicans, who ftill remained, being well ap- 
cn Agnp- p r ;f c{ ^ tn at if they fhauld cue of Auguftus, Agrlppa might 
pa " eafily ftep into his place and revenge his death, as he was 

greatly adored both by the people and foldiery, gave over all 
thoughts of any further attempts for the recovery of their 
liberty 25 . The firft thing Auguftus undertook after the pro- 
rogation of his power was, to reform the fen ate, many per- 
fons of no birth, and of infamous characters, having being ad- 
mitted into that venerable body, during the confufion of the 
Xeforms civil wars. In order to purge the fenate of fo many unwor- 
tbefenate. thy members he agreed with Agrippa, whom he took for his 

coliegue in the cenibrfhip, to reduce the number of the fathers 
from a thoufand to fix hundred ; but, to avoid the odium cf 
chuling them all himfelf, he named only thirty, empowering 
each of them to elect five : of the five each of them named 
one only was to be chofen, and he by lot ; fo that thirty only 
were elected at a time ; but as foon as that election was over 
five others were named by each of the thirty electors, and one 
of the five chofen by lot as before. Though each of the thirty 
electors had bound himfelf by a folemn oath not to elect any 
of his own relations, or perfons unworthy of that rank, yet 
in fome of their tablets were found the names of men of moft 
infamous characters, while others of known probity were ex- 
cluded. This unjult partiality induced Augujlus and Agrlppa 
to change the method of election, and fince they could not 
depend upon others, to name the reft themfelves to the num- 
ber of fix hundred ; wherein to do them juftice, they proceed- 
c.l with the utmoft impartiality, chufing only men of merit, 
and bv that means rcfroring the fcnatorial order to its former 
fplendor. Thofe who were degraded, to the number of four 
hundred, were allowed to appear at the public (hows with the 
antient bad^cb of their dignity, and to ftand for the firft offi- 

* Dio, p. 529. 
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ces, as if they had been frill members of the fcnatorial order. 
But, notwithstanding this uiilinciion, many of them were Several 
foon after put to d^utb, for having, as it was fuppoicd, con- of the de- 
fpired againft the emperor; though Tacitus tells us a , that g r °ded fe- 
Augujlus laid hold of this opportunity to gee rid or' fuch as he nators P*t 
fufpected of being republicans in their hearts, and fecret ene- to L ^ :atfy 
niies to abfolute power. Some writers think he followed, in/*' con /f' ,r - 

outtins: many of the degraded fenatorsto death, the old max- ' n ? a & uin J 
Y p J . . ° . r , , , the emperor 

irn, that a prince ought to cut qjj tboje ivtiorn be has once pro- 
voked. Be thatas.it will, it is certain, that Augujlus for fome 
time after betrayed a great fear of being aflaflinated, admitting 
ik» body to his prefence, but after a narrow fcarch, whether 
they had any arms concealed unJer their garments, and for- 
bidding even the fenators to approach his chair more than one 
at a time. This precaution gave the fathers an opportunity 
of making a propofal, which was highly agreeable to the ti- 
morous emperor. They offered to watch night and day aC 
the door of his room each in his turn, to guard his perfon. 
But while they were confulting about their propofal, Antijllus 
LabeOy a learned civilian and a man of great humour, pretend- 
ing to fleep, fnorcd very loud, and waking as it were all on 
a fudden, Dont depend upon me, faid he, to guard the empe* 
tor ; for I Jball be apt to fall ajleep^ and prove more trouble- 
fome to him than ferviceable. The fenators could not forbear 
laughing, and afliamed of his cowardice, made them 

drop the propofal, when they were ready to confirm it by a 
decree b . 

dugu/iusy having thus rcftorcd the fenate to its antient fplcn- -Auguftui 
dor, applied himfelf in the next place to the reforming of fe- reform* fe- 
veral abufes in the city. He decreed, that fuch, as fhould w***- 
be convicted of having purchafed the fufrYages of the people tytt* 
with money, (hould be excluded from all public offices for the 
faace of five years. That the people, who ufed to fell rhcir 
votes, mi^ht not be fuflercrs by this law, he caufed larg^ fu.ns 
to be diflriautcd among th :m, on condition, that they mould 
nut require any thing of the candidate.!. To check the de- 
bauchery of the Ro nan youth, which at this time was greater 
than ever had been known, he laid heavy taxes upon fuch a3 
continued unmarried after a certain age, and encoura'^d with 
great rewards the procreation of lawful children. allow- 
ed the patricians and plebeians to intermarry, declaring, chat 
though a patrician ihould marry a Lberta or freed- woman, 
his children fhould rank among the patricians. However, he 
wcccptcd the fenators, whom he would not allow to marry 



4 Tacit, anna!. 1. x. L» Dio. & Suet. ibid. 

un lor 



3^2 



The Roman History. 



Book III. 



Szibjefts the 
Sibylline 

books to a 
firia ex- 
animation. 



Lucius 

Caefar 
boriu 



Auguftus 

rejeSs the 

title of 
Dominus 

mr Lord. 



under their rank ; and becaufe the Hortenjian family had 
been hy the civil wars reduced almcfr. to beggary, he pre- 
fented ) ju.i^ Hortenjius with a large fum, which put him in 
a condition of marrying a woman of diftinction. The loofe 
behaviour of the married women was what chiefly deterred 
the young Ramans from marriage ; but Auguftus, who had 
himfelf debauched many, not fparing even the wife of his 
great friend Maecenas, refufed to put a flop to that diforder, 
faying, that he left the care of married women to their huf- 
bands. Having reformed many abufes in the ftate, he appli- 
ed his thoughts to matters of religion, calling in a great many 
prophetic books, which were then in vogue, and caufing moft 
of them, to the number of two thoufand volumes, to be 
burnt as fpurious, referving only thofe which were commonly 
afcribed to fome of the Sibyls, Thefe alfo he fubje&ed to a 
ftridt examination, and retained fuch only as were on this 
trial judged genuine ; the reft he committed to the flames, 
but thofe that were judged genuine he caufed to be copied by 
the pontifices themfelves, and lodged them in two golden 
cabinets, which he placed in the temple of Apollo built by 
him in his palace c . Thefe Sibylline oracles were of great re- 
pute among the Gentiles, and often appealed to by the anti- 
ent Chriftian writers. This year, Julia brought Agrippa a 
fecond fon, who was named Lucius , and Auguftus adopted 
both him and his brother Cat us, declaring them his fucceflors, 
in order to put a ftop to any attempts that might be made by 
the old republicans, for the recovery of their liberty d. 

The following year, C. Furnius and C. Julius SHanus 
being confuls, the Jecular games, which had not been celebrat- 
ed for a hunhred years before, were exhibited, by Auguftus 
and Agrippa, with extraordinary pomp and magnificence. In 
thefe games one of the players giving him the title of Demi' 
nusy that is, lord or foveveign, he fhe wed great marks of dif- 
fatisfaclion, and the next morning publifhed an edi£t, forbid- 
ding all pcrfons under fevere penalties to give him that title 
for the future. It waj on occalion of thefe games that Horace 
wrote the Hytm, in titled, Carmen Secular e, which wai 
fung at the facririce, that was offered to Pluto and Proferpine, 
before the mows and fpcftacles of the circus, the theatre, and 
amphitheatre. Great part of this year was fpent in public 
games and diverfions, of which Auguftus himfelf was a great 
admirer, cfpccially of the tournament, or warlike cxercife, 
called Troy, which he thought becoming the education of 
the young nobility. He was likewifc a great encouragcr of 
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wreftling, but would not allow women to be prcfcnt at thofc 
games. He enticed to Rome with great rewards the bell play- Entices 
ers and adlors from all parts of the world, took them un- flayers to 
der his protection, and would not allow the praetors and ae- Rome, but 
diles to caufe them, according to antient cultom, to be pub- puu'Jbes 
licly whipt, when they had not performed to the fat is fad: ion *beir i* c f"- 
o( the audience. But, notwithftanding the encouragement ttou fn*f** 
he gave them, he feverely examined their morals, not allow- 
ing the Ieaft licentioufnefs in their lives or indecency in their 
anions. Being informed, that one Stephanio a comedian 
was attended by a woman in the difguife of a bov, he or- 
dered him to be whipt through the three theatres, and banifh- 
cd the city. He likewife drove out of Rome ■ Pyludes a fa- 
mous actor, for having behaved difrefpectfully towards a Ro- 
man citizen, and becaufe he was continually quarrelling with 
Bathyllu!) an actor no lefs famous than himfeif, and greatly 
favoured by Atcccenas. But he foon recalled him to gratity 
the people, and the comedian on his return, in ft cud of 
thanking the emperor, told him, that it was his interett the 
people fhould be diverted by men of his profeffion, left 
they mould watch too narrowly his actions, or ferioufly re- 
flect on their own condition c . 

The enfuing year, Auguftus, having got Z. Damitius Auguftus 
Ahcnobarkm and P. Cornelius Scipio^ two perform wholly ad- goes into 
dieted to him, raifed to the confulate, refolved to leave Gaul. 
Rome for a while, and march with an army into Gaul, to 
quell fomc difturbanccs there occafioned by the avarice of 
Libtnius Enceladus^ who being appointed by the emperor to 
gather the taxes in thofe parts, had obliged the people to pay 
them monthly, and by a deceitful account reckoned fourteen 
months in the year. However, the difturbanccs were not 
fuch as required the prefence of the emperor. It was there- 
fore commonly believed, that he undertook this expedition 
with no other view, but to enjoy the company of Tcrentia^ 
or, as others call her, Terentilla, the wife of his friend Afte- 
tenas, without being difturbed in the enjoyment of his (can- 
dalous pleafurcs, cither by her hufband, or his own wife Li- 
ma. He took Terentia w'th him, and, becaufe Macerias 
could not help rcfenting this bale treatment, he appointed 
Statilius Taurus governor of Rome during his ahfence, pa/fine; 
over his old friend, who had, in more dirficulc times, cJ if— 
charged 1 h it ofli-'c with greue applaufe. As for jfjrif>pa 9 he 
01 patched him a 'rain into thj c.iir, to fettle there fbme diffc- 
renews between the princes and ihtes of sljht. /hignjius no 
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fooner parted the Alps, than the Gauls returned to their duty, 

but the Sicambri^ UJipctes^ and Ten fieri, people of Germany^ 
having paflt'd the Rhine, defeated rirft a confiderablc body of 
Lollius de- Rowan horfe, and afterwards M. Lollius, proconful of Gaul 
featedby from whom they took a flandard. Lollius, though no great 
the Gauls, commander, found loon after an opportunity of retrieving 

his honour, by falling upon the Germans unawares, and driv- 
ing them with great lofs beyond the Rhine. Though all was 
now quiet in Gaul y yet Augujius fpent the remaining part of 
this and all the following year, when M. Lucius Drufus Li- 
bo and L. Calpumius Pifo were confuls, in that province, 
not caring to return to the capital, where he well knew his 
criminal converfation with his friend's wife would give occa- 
fion to cndlefs fatires and lampoons, efpecially after he bad 
fet up for a reformer of manners, and punifhed with the ut- 
inoft feverity lefs crimes in others. During his ftay in Gaul, 
the inhabitants flocked to him from all parts of the country 
with complaints againft Enceladus, of whom we fpofce 
above. He was by birth a Gaul? and formerly a flave 
of "Julius Cafor, by whom he had been taken in the 
G'aulifh wars; but being afterwards manumitted by him, 
and having found means to infinuate himfelf into the favour 
of Augujius, he had been appointed by him receiver-gene- 
ral of all the taxes paid annually by his countrymen. In 
this employment he opprefied the Gauls in a moft' barbarous 
manner, infomuch that Augujius, afhamed of having employ- 
ed a man of fo infamous a character, was determined to in- 
flict upon him fuch punifhment as fhould deter others from 
Augullus the like practices. But the crafty Gaul found means to ap- 
refit/'ii to pcafe the emperor, by delivering up to him the vaft fums he 
rcdrefs the na j heaped up by rapine and extortion, and a flu ring him, 
grivuancet that, in plundering the Gauls, he had nothing elfe in view, 
°f *T but to inrich the public trcafurv, and put his countrymen out 
M • of a condition of being ever able to {hake off the Roman 

voice. ylugujlus, pleafed with this defence, and more with 
the large funis, which were delivered to him upon the fpot, 
not only ablulved the iniquitous extortioner, but approved of 
his conduct, and, deaf to the complaints of the opp reded 
Gauls, continued him in his ofncc r . 
Tie Rho?:i [ N t j- c mean time the Rhast't (L\), having made an irrup- 
tion 
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tion into Italy ^ committed there dreadful devaftations, put- 
t i n cr all the males they met with to the fword, without dif- 
0 tincSlion 



jEnus now the Inn ; and the Norici between the Vindelici and 
that mountain, or rather chain of mountain?, which extends from 
the fprings of the Save and the Dreezre to the banks of the Danube 
in the neighbourhood of Vienna, and was known to the antienta 
by the name of Mons Cethius, but to the moderns by many diffe- 
rent names, fuch as the P/ey/k, the Hengflberg, the De?nbbc*g y the 
Her&berg, Kalenjberg, &c. according to the different countries 
through which it runs. But according to Strabo and Pliny, whofe 
opinion is by all modern geographers preferred to that of Ptolemy 9 
the Rhceti inhabited only the dips, and the vallies formed by thole 
mountains, their country reaching no farther than the lake of Con- 
fiance ; from that lake to the conflux of the JEnus and the Danube 
extended Vi ndelicia, or the country of the Vindelici, and Noricum 
from thence to the Cetbian mountains. In the country of the A7«- 
iglici were antiently fome cities of no fmall note, viz Augufta Vin- 

idicorum, Jivva<vium 9 or Co Ionia Jovawia, Regi?tum or Regina caf- 
tra, Bat aw a caftra, Abufena, Guntia, Campodunum, Abudiacum, Iji- 
nifca, now Augsburg. Sattzburg, Regensburg, Pajfau % Abe?ifperg. 
Guntzberg, Kempt en, Fuejfen, and Muncben, now the metropolis of 
Bavaria : Bojodurum was the metropolis of that country in former 
times, fo called from the Boji, who, being driven out of Bojohamia, 
now Bohemia, by the Marcomanni, under the conduct of Marobo- 
ivm 9 of whom we fhall have occafion to fpeak anon , fettled in 
Byoaria or Bojuvaria, now called Bavaria. Vindclicia borrowed 
its name from the rivers Vindo or Vinda, now the JVert, and Licbus, 
which watering great part of it, and running the one to the eaft, 
the other to the weft, of Augufta Vindelicorttm, now Augsburg, join 
at a fmall diltance from that city, and with one ft ream fall into the 
Danube. They are both mentioned by Venantiits Fortunatus in the 
following verfe : 

Tergis ad Auguftam, quam Vindo Lichufque fluent ant (8). 

The chief cities of Rbevtia, or, as fome write it, Rattia, were 
Tridentum, Curia, Feltria, and Belunum, now 'Trent, Cbur, or Coi- 
ra, Feliri, Belluno. Some writers place Verona in Rhcetia ; buc 
Strabo reckons Verona among the cities of Italy. Horace mentions 
the victories gained by Tiberius and his brother Drufus over the 
Vindelici and Rbecii : 
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Vidcre Rbarti bella fub Alpihus 
Drufum ge rent em Vindelici « ■ ■ (9). 
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tinaion of rank or age ; nay, we arc told, that when they 
happened to take women with child, they cuiifultcd their au- 



gurs 



And elfc where ; 



/ t tide lid didicere tiupcr t 
Q:. : d Ma> te p •■•Jfa ; mi lite ?ia?n tua 
Dru'us Genaunos, implacidum genus, 
Breunofque r ve/occs & arces 

J /pi bus impojitas trevicndis, 
Dfjecit accr, plus >vicc Jimplici. 
Mstjoj- Keronum max grave pr ostium 

Commifit r immanefquc Rbcetos 
Jufpiciis peputit fecundis (10). 

The Gi'znuKt and Br cunt were inhabitants of Rhaetiet, as is plain 
from St>abo v i i). For the better underftanding of the antients, it 
is necefTary to obferve here, that though Rhattia and V in deli da 
were two diilincl countries, yet they formed but one Roman pro- 
vince, called Rhartia; and hence the antients, when they mention 
Rhestia, or the Rhaetian province, are to be underftood as fpeaking 
of Rbastia, properly fo called, and Vindeticia ; that is, of the 
countries lying between the lake of Conjlance, the Danube, the J2~ 
nus % and the territories of the Carni, of the Veneti, and of the In- 
Jubrcs. And hence it is that Tacitus, in fpeaking of Augufta Fin- 
delicorum, calls it the fairefl colony of the Rhcetian province (12) ; 
and Horace calls the Vindelici, Rhoeti Vindelici, to dilHnguifh them 
from the inhabitants of Rhaetia, properly fo called (13)- In the 
time of the emperor Adrian, or rather of Diodefian, the Rhcetian 
province was divided into two, whereof the firft was called Rba- 
tin Prima, and comprehended Rhartia Proper, and the fecond, 
comprehending Vindeticia, Rbaetia Secunda : the metropolis of the 
former was Curia, of the latter Augufta Vindelicorum { 14). 

Nor i cum, formerly a kingdom (15"), and afterwards a Roman 
province, extended between the Danube and the Alpes None* in 
the neighbourhood of Trent \ from the JEnus, which parted it 
from Vindeticia, to the Cethian mountains its boundaries on the fide 
of Pannmia; io that ancient Noricum comprehended great pare of 
Auftria, the archbifhoprick of Salzburg, and all Sisria and Qar:n- 
t'.ia It was afterwards, probably in the time of Diodefian . 10 , 
divided into two provinces, <vix. Noricum Ripen fe, fo called, be- 
cuulc it extended along the Danube, lying on the Youth fide o£ that 

(10) Lhm % I. iv. od. 14. (it) Strab. I. iv. p. 142. ( i:) 

ladt. Germ. c. 41. (i^) Horat. /, iv. od. 4. < x \ I s ViJt 

I'tticr. /. iii. *rr. Boi. p 91. C5* /. vi. rer. Att%. p. 298. 13 Paid. 
IVarvefred. I. ii. de gift. Longobord. . ( 1 c) Veil. Pater cui. I M- c. 
log. Suet, in Tiber, c. 16. (16) Vi'd* Thorn* RtineJ. v^aipt- 
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surs, whether the child was a male or a female ; if they pro- 
nounced it a male, the mother was immediately maflacred. 
Againfl: thefe fierce nations was fent Drufus, the fecond fon Drufus is 
of Livia y a youth of extraordinary valour and great accom- f en * a g a i n ft 
plifhments. The young Roman behaved on this occafion with an< * 
2 prudence far fuperior to his years ; for he found means to | 
draw the enemy to a battle, gained a complete victory over * 
them, and cut great numbers of them in pieces, with the lofs 
of a very fmall number of his own men. Xhofe who efcap- 
ed the general (laughter, being joined by the Vindelici, took 
their rout towards Gaul, with a defign to invade that pro- 
vince. But Augujius, upon the ftrft notice of their march* 
detached Tiberius , who had attended him into Gaul, at the 
head of feveral cho fen legions, to complete the flaughter, 
which his brother had begun : and indeed Tiberius was no lefs 
fuccefsful than Drufus; for having tranfported his troops o- 
vcr the lake Brigantium, now the lake of Conjiance, he fell 
unexpectedly upon the enemy, gave them a total overthrow, 
took in that furprife and CQnfulion moft of their ftrong- holds, 
and obliged the whole nation to fubmit to what terms he 
thought proper to impofe upon them. Thus were the Vin- The Vin- 
delici, the Rba?ti 9 and the Norici, three of the moft barbarous delici, 
nations of Germany, by the valour of Drufus and Tiberius, Rhceci, 
brought under the Roman yoke f. Tiberius., to keep in awe Norici 
the country he had fubdued, planted two colonies in Vindt-/*f^ ue ^' 
licia, and opened a road from thence into Nor i cum and ^^j^"* 
Rbcetia. One of the cities, which he built for the defence 2 g * 
of his colonics, he called by the name of his father, Drufus, Before 
Drufomagus, the other by the name of Augujius, Augufta- chrift 10. 
YindclicBrum, which cities arc now known by the names ofof Rome, 
Memminghen and Augfburg. 738. 

f Dio. p. 536. Suet, in Odtav. Vell. Patercul. 1. ii. 
c. 39. Horat. 1. iv. od. 4. 

river, which divided it from Germany properly fo called ; and No- 
ricum Mediterranean* cornpriling that part which lay ac fome dif- 
tance from che Danube. In the province of Noricum Ripenfe were 
the following cities of note, Jonja>vum or Jofvanjia, Bojodurum > 
Lent i a, Ovi/ia, or Ovifabis, and Lauriacum or Lttureacum, now 
Salzburg, Ltnjladt* Lints, Wels y and Larch ; in Noricum Medi- 
tnraneum t Pons AZni, Vijetlli or Vifcellrv, Gra*viads y Aguntnm % 
Ten mi a, and Solva, now Infpruck, Wefts:, Gurch, Jnnhbcn, and Vil- 
lacb : Lauriacum was the metropolis of the former province, and 
'idva, ion iincc buried in its ruins, of the latter (17). 



(17) Vide G ruter. infeript. p. 537. num. I. 
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While Anguftus and his two fons-in-law were thus em- 
ployed in Gaul and Germany , Agrrppa was fettling with equal 
fuccefs the affairs of the eaftern provinces. On his firft ar- 
rival in the province of Afia properly fo called, Herod king of 
yudaa haftened thither to wait upon him, and having pre- 
vailed with him to take a tour into jfudeea, he entertained him 
and all his attendants in amoft elegant and fumptuous manner. 
After having fhewn him all his new-built cities and caftles, 
viz. Sebajle^ Car/area, Alexandrium, Her 'odium , and Hyrcania> 
he carried him in the laft place to Jerufalem. As he drew 
near that city, he was met by all the people in their beft apparel, 
and attended into the metropolis of Judaza, by a folemn pro- 
ceflion and with loud acclamations. After he had ftaid fbme 
days there to view the curiofities of that great city, he offered 
an hecatomb at the temple, feafted all the people, and then 
haftening to the port, where his fleet waited for him, he failed 
back into Ionia before winter, highly pleafed at the reception 
he had met with from the Jeivijb king s . Early in the 
fpring, he was obliged to quit Ionia, and advance towards the 
Cimmerian Bofporus to quell fome difturbances there. For 
Afander, king of that country, dying without iffue, had left 
his kingdom to Dynamis his wife, in whofe right he had held 
it, fhe being the daughter of Pharnaces thefon of Mithridates* 
One Scribonius, a native of Afia, pretending to be the grand- 
fon of Mithridates, and to have a grant from Augujlus to 
fucceed Afander, married Dynamis and feized the crown. 
But Agrippa, knowing him to be an impoftor, fent Polemon y 
■whom the Romans had made king of Pontus and the Lejfer 
Armenia, to drive him from the throne. Before the arrival 
of Polernon, the Bofporans themfclves, being well fatisfied 
that Scribonius was no ways related to their royal family, 
but an impoftor in all his pretenflons, had put him to death. 
However, they would not fubmit to Polemon, but, though 
overcome by him in a pitched battle on his firft coming 
into their country, ftill held out, and were likely in the end 
to get the better of him. Hereupon Agrippa marched with 
all his forces to the afiiftance of Pole?non, which Herod no 
fooner heard, than he haftened after him with a confiderablc 
fleet, and a good number of his beft troops on board j and 
having failed firft to Afitylene, and thence to Byxantium> 
overtook him at length at Sitiope in Pontus. Nothing could 
be more acceptable to the Roman general than fuch a fupply ; 
for he flood in great need both of fea and land-forces, the 
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Bofporans having armed a great many veffels, and befet with 
their land-forces, which were both brave and numerous, all 
the defiles and narrow palTes, through which the Rornans Whom be 
were to ppfs. However, with the afliftance of Herod, he reduces . 
opened himfclf a way into the heart of the enemy's country, 
and having brought the Bofporans under fubje£tion, he ob- a *££? nce * 
liged Dynamis to marry Polemon, conferring on htm the * 
kingdom of Bofporus, which by the favour of Augujtus, 
who confirmed that grant, he held with that of Pontus and 
Armenia Minor. However, he had not the whole kingdom 
of Pontus, but only that part of it which lay next to Cappado- 
da, and was afterwards by way of diftin<5tion called pontus 
Polemonaicus % Agrippa^ having thus fettled matters in 
Bofporusy returned through Papblagonia? Cappadocia, and 
Pbrygia, to Epbefus in Ionia, being attended thither by Hc- 
rody who obtained many favours of him in behalf of the nati- 
ons, through which he paffed 5 and, on his coming into Ionia* 
not only got the many grievances redrefled, of which the 
Jews*, who were fpread all over Afia and the adjacent iflands, 
with great reafon complained, but all their immunities and 
prjveleges reftored, in as ample a manner as they had ever en- 
joyed them, either under the kings of Syria or the Romans ». 
Julia, Agrippa 9 s wife, attending him in this expedition, fuf- J u Ii a /^ 
fered great hardftiips, and narrowly efcaped being drowned great dan- 
in the Scamander, as fhe paffed that river in the night-time, ger. 
while it was fwelled with fudden rains* The inhabitants of 
Ilium-) whofe territory was watered by the Scamander + were 
altogether ignorant of her coming ; but ncvcrthelefs Agrippa 
Was, contrary to all juftice, fo provoked againft them for not 
having aflifted her, that he laid a fine upon them of a hundred 
thqufand drachmas. Hereupon the I/ienfes, not daring to 
appear before Agrippa, prevailed upon Nicolas of Damafcus, 
who happened to be at that time in their city, to engage Herod 
to fpealc to Agrippa in their behalf. The king of Juthea readi- 
ly efpoufed their caufe, and by his intereft with Agrippa pre- 
vailed upon him to remit the fine, for which fignal favour 
great honours were decreed him by the Ilicfifes*. After this 
Agrippa pa (Ted from Epbefus to Snmos, and Herod, talcing his Herod 
leave of him, returned into Jwlasa, where he received the conc n ei 
thanks of the whole nation, for what he had done in behalf of Agrippa 
the "Jews in Afa Minor 1. Augujlus, who was ftill in Gaul, to the 
beinj informed of the fuccefs which had attended Agrippa in liienfcs. 

1 ^ IO « P« 538- Jose ph. antiq. 1. xvi. c. 3, 4, Onns. I, 
vi c. 18. H Nicol. Damascen. de vita fua in excerpt, ah 
fIp.NRic# V A e 9 . p. 418. Joseph, ibid. 'Joseph ibid. 

the 
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the Cimmerian Bofporus 9 ordered fuppJications to be made in 
the capital, and parTed a decree, empowering Agrippa on his 
return to enter Rome in triumph This year Lepidus the 
Aueuftus triumvir dying, Auguftus took upon him the office of pontifex 
fontifex maximusy or high-prieft, vacant by his death n . This dignity he 
■maximus. held to the hour of his death, as did all his fucceflbrs, as wejl 

Chrijlians as Heathens , till the time of the emperor Gratian, 
who, fucceeding his father Valentinian in the year of the 
Chrijlian asra 375, and thinking it inconfiflent with the 
Chrtjlian religion, of which he was a zealous profclTor, to 
bear even the name of high-prieft- in the rites of the Gentiles, 
refufed that title, as did afterwards all thofe who fucceeded 
him in the Roman empire 0 . This year died likewife Vedius 
Pollio, famous in hiftory for the cruelty with which he treated 
his flaves, throwing them often for the fmalleft faults into his 
fifli-ponds to fatten his muresnas. As he had been raifcd by 
Auguftus from the mean condition of a libertinus, or the fon 
of a freed-man, to the rank of a Roman knight, he appointed 
him his chief heir, bequeathing to him his fine country feat, 
called Paujjlypus 9 in the neighbourhood of Puteoli? and his 
houfe in town, which was one of the mod ftately and magni- 
ficent buildings in Rome. Augujlus 9 however, caufed it to 
be pulled down, and a fumptuous portico to be built in its 
room for the ufeof the public, which from his wife's namehe 
called Porticus Livia p . 
Vbt Li- The following year, Cn. Cornelius Lentulus and M. Lid- 
gures Co- n ' tu5 Craffus being confuls, the Ligures Comati? who inhabited 
mati re- tne maritime Alps, were fubdued, and their country reduced 
dueed. tQ a p^ oman province. And now Augujlus, having fettled 

the afrairs of Gaul, flopped the incurftons of the Germans, 
and brought under fubje&ion moft of the nations inhabiting 
Auguftus^ the Alps, left Drufus with an army upon the Rhine * and re- 
return to turned to the capital, either in the end of this, or the begin- 
Rome. ning of the following year, when Tiberius Claudius Nero,, 

his fon-in-lavv, and P. Quint Hi us Faruswere confuls- As he 
had been near three years abfent, he was received by the peo- 
ple with univerfal joy and fatisfaclion. But he could not be 
prevailed upon to accept any of the honours, which the fathers, 
ibme out of fear, others out of flattery, decreed him. Nay, 
he would not even allow the people to come out and meet 
him, but, according to hiscuftom, entered the city by night. 
The next morning the whole city went to wait upon him at 

in Dio. ibid, c, 5. "Suit. ibid, c 31. Dio p 540 0 
Zosimus. 1. iv. p Plin.1. ix. c 23. Dio. ibid. Senec I i;i- 
de ira. Ov 1 0. Faft . 1. i. 
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his palace, for his houfe was fo called, becaufe it was fituated 
on the Palatium or Palatine hill. Augujlus received them 
v/ith great politenefs and condefcenfion, and afterwards, be- 
ing attended by moft of the fenators and knights, and 
immberlefs crouds of people, he went up to the capitoi, and, 
proftrating himfelf before the ftatue of Jupiter Capitolinus 9 
took the laurel from about his fafces, and laid it at his feet- 
A few days after he aflembled the fenate, but, not being a- 
ble to fpeak himfelf by reafon of a violent cold he had got on 
his journey home, he gave the qua^ftor a paper to read, con- 
taining an account of what he had done ever fince he left 
the capital. As he was not interrupted this year by any dif- 
turbances either at home or abroad, he enacted many excel- 
lent laws, which were long obferved by his fucceffors. A- 
mong the reft he publifhed one, by which it was enacted, 
to the great fatisfa<£Hon of the inhabitants of Italy, that for f£ s 3 
the future the fervices of the veterans fliould not be reward- lations 
ed with lands, but moriey. What evils attended the beftow- nuitb relat- 
ing of lands upon them, is plain from Virgil's eclogues, tion to the 
By the fame law. the time was fixed, which each corps was to faldiery. 
fcrve, the pay which they were to receive during their fer- * 
vice, and the Aim they were to expedt, if they continued to 
ferve after the time prefcribed by law was expired. The em- 
peror's own guards known by the name of the pratorian co- 
horts or bands, were, by this law, to fcrve twelve years before 
they could demand their difmiflion, and the reft fixteen ; the 
former were allowed about, twelve pence of our money a day*, 
and the latter five pence ; if they were refufed their difmiiHon, 
when the time of their fervice was expired, or chofe to conti- 
nue in the army, they were accounted veterans, and as fuch 
exempted from all drudgeries, and obliged iblely to fight, 
and that for the fpace of five years only ; after which term 
they were abfolutcly to obtain their difcharge, if they chofe to 
quit the fervice, and the rewards due to veterans, which were ac- 
cord in g. to /lugujius's appointment, five thoufand drachmas for 
the praetorian cohorts, and three thoufand for the common 
legionaries. Some years after, Augujlus extended the time 
of fervice to fixteen years for the former, and to twenty for 
the latter* . To give new luftre to the nobility, and attach 
them more firmly to his intereft, he required but one year's 
fervice of the young patricians to qualify them for military 
employments^ which they could not bear in the times of the 
republic, till they had ferved fcvcral years. To this diftinc- 

■ 

• Dio. 1. liv. p. 539. & 1. Iv. p. 55 556. Lips, escurf. in 
Tacit, annal . prim. 
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tion he added another in favour of the ions of fenators r 
whom he allowed to have a place in the fenate, and to vvea 
the la 'ti eluvium, which was peculiar to the firft magiftrates 
fcnaiors, and chief officers of the army, at the age of feven- 
tcen, whereas they could not enjoy this honour in former 
times, tiJl they had attained to the twenty fixth year of their 
age. 

Hteorreff* This year Augujlus? in quality of pontifex maximus, 

d&r a Cn corre & c ^ a &r°f s miftake in the Roman kalendar. For the 

pontihees having for the fpace of thirty fix years, that is, 
ever fince the reformation of the kalendar by Julius Ccsfar^ 
made every third year a leap year inftead of every fourth, 
twelve days had been inferted inftead of nine, fo that the Ro- 
man year confided of three days more than it ought. Augujlm y 
for the rectifying of this miftake, ordered firft, that for the 
twelve enfuing years there fhould be no leap year ; andfe- 
condly, that} after the expiration of the faid twelve years, the 
leap years fhould thenceforth be made every fourth yeari ; 
\ y which means the three fuper- added days being thrown out, 
and the leap years fixed to their true terms, according to Ju- 
lius Ctffar 7 s inftitutlon, the form of this year has ever fince 
been regularly obferved, and is ftill, under 'the name of the 
old J?yl*> in ufe among us. When Augujlus made this refor- 
mation, decree was palTed by the fenate and people, enabl- 
ing, that the month Sextilfs fhould thenceforth from the em- 
peror's name be called Augujlus^ which name it retains to 
this day, in all the kalendars that have been formed from the 
Roman. Suetonius tells us, that Augvjius himfelf, in fettling 
the year, gave his name to the month Sextilis y preferring it 
to Scptemb^r^ in which he was born, becaufe in the former he 
had been ftift raifed to the confulate, and obtained many fignal 
victories r . But the very words of the decree of the fenateare 
related by Alacrobius f, who alfo mentions the decree of the 
people, and tells us, that the law was propofed by the tri- 
bune Pacuvius. Towards the end of this year, Agrippa y 
having fettled the affairs of the eafrern provinces, and left 
Sen! i us Saturnhus and Titus Volumnius governors of Syria and 
Ph amice, returned to Rome with Antipater^ Herod's eldeit 
Acrrlppa fort by Doris his firft wife. Augujlus received him with all 
rerufc* a the marks of a linccre affection and friendftiip, and was for 
tfiuwp'j. having him enter the city in triumph ; but he declined that 

honour, afcribing, according to his cuftom, all the glory of 
hi* cun<|uefts to the emperor", under whofe aufpiccs he had 



1 Suet, in O&av. c. 31- Pi. in. I. xviii. c. 25 
ibid. »' Macros, Sacurnal. 1. i. c. 12. 
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fought : and this was the chief caufe, why the cuftom of 
triumphing, in former times of great advantage to the Ro- 
vnns^ was laid afide, other generals following the example of 
Agrippa^ and not caring for an honour, which he feemed to 
defpifc c . However, AuguJIus confirmed to him the tribuni- 
tial power for five years more, the former term being near 
expired ; and then fent him at the head of a powerful army 
into Pannonia (F), where a new war began to break out, 
with greater power and authority than had ever been granted 
to any commander, Agrippa left Rome in the beginning of 
the confulate of M, Valerius MeJJala Barbqius and P. Sul- 
pitius J^uirimesy or, as others call him, Cirinus. The for- 
mer, who was father to the famous Meffalina^ dying fome 
months after his election, was fucceeded by Cuius Valgius y a 
man of great learning u , who before the ^nd of the )car re- 
figned the fa fees to Caius Caninius RehUus. The Parinonians 
were fo frightened at the very name of Agrippa , that, upon 
his approach, they fent deputies to him, offering to fubmit 
upon what terms he fhould thin-k fit to impofe upon them. 

■ 

c Dio. p 541. "Pun. 1. XXV. c. 2. Tibull. K. iv. 

Horat. I. ii. od. 

(F'» Pannonia was bounded ,on the eaft by Upper Mafia, on the 
weft by Noricum, on the fouth by Da/mafia, and on the north by 
the Danube (17) ; fo that Pannonia comprehended Carniola, Croa- 
tia, Wtndifch March , part of Auftrta, part of Hungary, all ScJaajo- 

nia and Bo/nia, and part of Servia, It was antiently 4ivided into'. 
Upper and Lower- Pannoni ?, the, former comprehending Carniola^ 
Croatia, fVindifcb , Marck f and part of Auftrta 5 the latter Bof- 
nia, Sc/avonia, and that part of Hungary which lies between* 
the Danube* the Drave 9 and the Arabo, now the Raah ; fo 
that fcarce the third part of the prefent kingdom of Hungary was 
within the limits of ahtient Pannonia, that tract which lies beyond 
the Danube, between that river and the c l'ibifcus, not belonging to 
Pawonia, but to the lazyges Metanaft/r. The chief cities of an- 
tient Pannonia were Segefte or Sifcia at the confluence of the Ca/pe 
and the Save, dm ana, a Roman^ co'ony, Nauportum, upon a river of 
the fame name, now known by the name of Laubacb, Vindoniana, or 
Vindobona, Scaraban/ia, Sirmiunt on the Save, and Taurunum, now 
Sifeci, Unterlattbaib, Oberlaubacb, Vienna, Scarbing, Shnacb, and,. 
Belgrade. Sirmium was die metropolis of all Pannonia. Some 
geographers place Stridon, die native city of Sc. Jerom, in Pannonia, 
others in Dahnatia \ but St. Jerom himfeif calls ic the boundary of 
Dalmatia and Pannonia (18). 

(17} PUn. J. iii.c. 35. Dio. i xlix.p. 413. Strab. /. vii p. 

217. Jomandcs de reb. Get. c. 50. Hieronym cataLj. 
fctipt. ecdefiaft, 
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Hereupon Agrippa, having obliged them to deliver up their 
arms and give him hoftages for their peaceable behaviour, re- 
turned to Italy, but was taken with a violent illnefs as he 
marched through Campania, which in a few days brought him 
to his grave. Augujius, upon the flrft news of his danger, 
left the fports, which his two grandfons, Caius and Lucius, 
were then exhibiting in honour of Minerva, and flattened into 
Campania, to (ee and relieve, if he could by any means, his 
The death dying friend. But Agrippa expired a few minutes before his 
ot Agrip- arrival, which he no Iboner underftood, than he burft into 
P a> tears, bewailing in the illuftrious deceafed the lols of the 

greateft general of his age, the wifeft minifter, and the moft 
faithful, conftant, and difinterefted friend he had in the world. 
He caufed his body to be conveyed to Rome, and took upon 
himfelf to make his funeral oration, a curtain being drawn 
between hrm and the bier, perhaps becaufe it was not lawful 
for him as pontifex maxim us to look upon a dead body. His 
obfequies were performed" with extraordinary pomp and mag- 
nificence, and his remains depofited not in the campus Mar- 
t'tus, where the fenate had allowed him a monument, but in 
Augu/lus'& own maufolaeum near Marcellus, the emperor de- 
claring, that he would not be feparated even after his death 
from two perfons, whom he fo tenderly loved in his life w. 
& ls °ff- He died in the fifty firft year of his age, and left behind hint 
ft r * n Z* by his firft wife Cgccilia Attica 9 the daughter of the famous 

Pomponius Atticusj one daughter named Agripphza, who was 
married to Tiberius 5 and by his third wife Julia, three fons, 
viz, Caius, Lucius, and Agrippa Pojlhumus, fo called becaufe 
lie was born after his father's death ; and two daughters, 
Julia married to Lucius Paulus, and Jgrippina married to 
Germanicus, by whom fhe" had the emperor Claudius and A- 
grlppina the mother of Nero ; Agrippa had no children by 
h«s fecond wife Ada reel la, whom he divorced to marry Julia. 
He bequeathed his fine gardens and a bath, which was called 
by his name, to the Roman people, and to /luguftus among 
other things the Taurica Cherfonefus but how he acquired 
the dominion and property of that country is what we find no 
where recorded, Dion owning himfelf quite in the dark as to 
this point. 

1 Thus long did Augujius reign, in fome meafure with 2 
partner, though not a rival, in the empire. Upon his death 
the emperor, judging it neceflary that he fhould have one to 
afiifl: him in the government, fupcrior to all others in power 

and authority, the better to prevent plots and confpiracies, 
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made choice of Tiberius? though much againft his will, as Tiberius 
Dion informs us, his grandfons, Lucius and Caius C^t/ar, chofenin 
being yet too young to bear any public offices *. He obliged his room. 
Tiberius, before he inverted him with the power, which 
Agrippa had enjoyed, to divorce his wife rfgrippina? who 
had already brought him a fon, and was then big with child, 
and to marry Julia, whofe leud and fcandalous behaviour 
was well known to Tiberius? and to all the young debauchees 
of Rome, and had given great uneaflnefs to Agrippa fome time 
before his death. However, Tiberius complied without be- 
traying the lead reluctance, through fear of difgufting jfu- 
gujlus? who was rhe only perlbn in Rome unacquainted with 
his daughter's infamous conduct. The ufual ceremonies were 
no fooner over, thai* Augujlus difpatched his new fon -in- law 
againft the Pamwnians? who, upon the news of Agrippa"** 
death, had attempted to (hake off the yoke, and recover their 
antient liberty. But Tiberius, with the afliftance of their ^ 
neighbours the Scordij'ci, who had remained faithful to the ^ g p an _ 
Romans? obliged them in a {hart time to return to their duty, non i ans . 
and fubmit to the will of the conqueror. They delivered up 
their arms, gave hoftages, and put the Romans in po/Teffion 
of all their towns and flrong holds. 'Tiberius fpared their 
lives, but laid wafte their fields, plundered their cities, and, 
having fent the beftr part of their youth into other countries, 
returned to Rome the fame year, j^. /Elius Tuber 0 and 
Paulus Fabius Maximus being con fills. The fenate, as we 
may well imagine, decreed him great honours, and among the 
Telt a triumph. But Jluguflus obliged him, fore againft his 
will, to reject the offers of the confeript fathers, and content 
himfelf with the marks of diftin£fcion, which were granted 
for life to thofe who had triumphed, viz. to have a particu- 
lar place apart from the reft: at the publick (hows, and to ap- 
pear with tlu triumphal robes and a crown of laurel. On the 
other hand, his younger brother Drufus fignalifed himfelf no 
lefs among the Gauls and Germans. Having been left in Gaul 
by Attguftns to ftop the incur/ions of the Germans , he had be- 
gun there a fecond cenfus, taking a minute account of each 
pcrfon's eftate and fortune, the better to regulate the annual 
taxes and contributions. This the Gauls looked upon as a r 
new attempt upon their liberties, and feemed difpofed to take T" n ' 4l \ 
up arms, and attempt the recovery of their antient rights and yj^Q^.-. 
privileges. But Drujits? being apprifed of their defign, fum- yr rom ffm " 
moned all the Gaulijh chiefs to afftft at the folemn ceremony 

* Idem, p. 543. 

of 
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of confccrating a temple, which the Lugdunenfes had built \r\ 
honour of Julius Ctefar. When they were all allernbied, 
Drufus by his addrefs and engaging behaviour won their af- 
fections to fuch a degree, that tbey not only dropt the defign 
they haJ formed of lhaking oiF ihe Roman yoke, but agreed 
to ere<Lt an altar in honour of Augujtus % and to pay him even 
in his Jife-time divine honours. Sixty different nations con- 
curred in this deftgn, each of them contributing their quota, 
and fending a ftatue to adorn the new altar, which was con- 
fecrated with great folemnity on the firft day oS Auguft, and 
<An altar became foon very famous all over Gaul, as is plain from the 
ere Bed in writings of almoit all the antients y . Games were infHtuted 
honour of j n h oll p ur Q f tne new deity rnuch of the fame nature with the 

Auguftus xr j rut - ' 

at L ons Newxan and l/thmian games 

a y * And now Drufus, having nothing to fear from the Gaub, 

turned his arms againft the Germans, who, having ruifed the 
molt numerous and formidable army that had ever been feea 
in thofe parts, were advancing towards the Rhine, in order 
tte esc- to » nva ^ e Gaul? But the young Raman not only defeated 
ffoits of them as rhey attempted to crofs that river, but, purfuing the 
Drufus in advantage he had gained, entered the country of' the UJtpetes 
Germany, or Ufipii, now (cnown by the name of Relinchufen, and from 

thence advanced againft the Sicambri hi the neighbourhood of 
the Lyppe and IJfek j thefe he overthrew i/i a great battle, laid 
wafte their country, burnt rxxoft of their cities, and follow- 
ing the courfe of the Rhine, approached the German ocean, 
and reduced the Frifii and the Chauci between the A-niJtus 
and the Albis* now the Ems and the E.lbc. In thefc marches 
his troops fuffered extremely for wan,t of proviiions, and he 
himfelf was often in great danger of being drowned, as the 
Romans, who attended him, were quite unacquainted at that 
time With the flux and reflux, of the ocean. A,s winter drew 
near, he led his troops into eaft Friefland* and, leaving them 
there under the command of his lieutenants,, returned to 
Rome* where he was honoured with the praetorihip, i£ : Fabiui 
Maximus and Julius Aitonius, the fon of the triumvir, being 
then confuls. Early in the fpring, Drufus left the capital, 
and returning to his army, quartered in Frifia or Fritjland, 
march, d from thence into the country of the Tenfltri, whom 
he cafily fuhdued \ and afterwards pafling the Lupins, now 
the Lyppe, in IVeJlphalia, brought into fubje£tion the Cutti 
and the Cherufci, extending his conquefts to the bank's of the 
Vifurgii, now the TVefcr, which he would have pafled, had., 
he not been obliged to return for want of provifions, the ere-. 



y Strad. 1. iv. p. 192. Suet. Dio. Liv. &c. 
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my leaving laid wafte the neighbouring country to a great dis- 
tance. As he was retiring, the Gar mans unexpectedly fell 
upon him in a narrow paflage, and having furrounded the 
Roman army, cut a*greac many of them in pieces. But the ™ united^ 
brave Drufus ^ animating his men more by his example than ' * um * 
by fpeecbes, after a warm conflict, which lafted aim oft c ^ c vL Ten- 
whole day, in the end put the enemy to flight, and made ^ er j 
fuch havock of them, that the ground was ft re wed for fome ca mbri 
miles with dead bodies. Drufus found in their camp a huge Cherulcij, 
quantity of iron chains} which they had prepared for the Ro- cjfe. 
mans ; and fo great was their confidence, that they had agreed 
before-hand about the divifion of the booty ; thzTentteri were 
to have the horfe, the Cherufci and Sicambri the baggage, and 
the Ufipetes and Catti the captives. Drufus was falutcd zm- 
perator by his troops on the field of battle, where they erected 
a trophy as a monument of fo fignal a victory ; after which 
Drufus i to fee u re the countries he had conquered, built two 
forts, the one at the confluence of the Lupias and the Alifo y 
the Lyppe and the Alme^ the other in the country of the Catti 
or Cbatti on the Rhine , and made that famous canal, long 
known by the name of Foffd Drufiana'^ of which we fhall have 
occafion to fpeak hereafterv For thefe exploits Drufus on his 
return to Rome was honoured with the triumphal ornaments, 
as his brother Tiberius had been the preceding year, but was 
hot allowed by A^guftus to triumpbj or even to retain the 

title of imperator 9 with which he had been honoured by the 
army, that title being now peculiar to the fovereign. Dru- 
fus 9 as well as Tiberias^ had fought under th& aufpices of Au- 
guftusy who therefore afcribing to himfelf the glory they had 
acquired, allowed them fuch marks of diftinction as were ufu- 
ally conferred on triumphant victors, but not the triumph it- 
felf This fame yearj Tiberius being fent .againft the Pan- 
banians 1 who had again rebelled, reduced them anew, arid 
like wife the Dalmatians^ who had joined them in their re- 
volt. One Vohgefes^ a prieft of Bacchus^ by birth a Thra- D/'/lar- 
cian^ rai fed far greater difturbances in that part of Thrace , banc ft in 
Which was fubject to Rafciporis y the fon of Cotys+ a faithful 1 brace, 
ally of the Romans. Vologefes ftirring up the people againft 
that prince, whom he ftyled a flave of Rome^ committed moft 
dreadful ravages in all parts of his dominions, overthrew and 
killed the young prince himfelf in a pitched battle, put to 
flight Rbemetacles his guardian , and, having over-run the whole 
t-ountry, advanced, without oppofition, into the Thraciun 
kherfouefuS} with a defign to pafs from thence into Maccchtu 

z D10. p. 544. Suet, in Claud. 
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But, in the mean time, Lucius Calpurnius Pifo, one of the 
beft generals of his age, being ordered by Auguftus to quit 
Pamphylia, which he governed in quality of proconful, and 
to Hop the progrefs of the barbarians under the conduct of 
fologefes, arrived in Thrace, and coming up with the enemy 
near the confines of Macedon^ attacked them, but had the 
misfortune to be defeated, his men not being accuftomed to 
the enemy's manner of fighting. However, as he was a man 
of great experience in military affairs, he made his retreat in 
good order, and falling the next day unexpectedly on the bar- 
barjans, gave them a total overthrow, purfued them into 
Thrace, and made himfeif mafter of the fruitful plains lying 
Quelled By between mount Pangaus and mount Htcmus. Auguftus was 
L.Calpur- To pleafed with this conqueft, that he decreed toP//J, not in- 
nius Pifo. deed a triumph, but all the honours and privileges which were 

formerly granted to thole who had triumphed, ordaining be-, 
fides fupplications by way of thanlcfgiving to the gods, for the 
fuccefs which had attended his arms *. The joy and fatisfac- 
tion which Auguftus received from thefe fuccefTes was greatly 
allayed by the death of his fitter Oftavia, who was a true he- 
roine, and a perfect pattern of all the virtues peculiar to her 
fex, and therefore .greatly lamented by perfons of all ranks 
and conditions. Auguftus cau-fed her body to be expofed on a 
bed of flate in a temple lately erected in honour of Julius Ca- 
far, and pronounced himfeif her funeral oration, but would 
n >t admit of the many honours which were decreed her by the 
len.ite. Her body was carried to the grave by her four fons- 
in-Iaw, the hufbands of the two Marcella^ whom file had by 
her fir ft hufband Marcellus, and of the two Anto?iia, her 
daughters by Antony the triumvir. She died in the fifty-fourth 
jear of her age b- • 

The following year, Nero Claudius Drufus and T. Shtinc- 
tius Crifpinus being confuls, Auguftus, bent upon the total re- 
duction of Germany ^ left the capital, attended by his two fons- 
in-Iaw, Tiberius Claudius Nero and Nero Claudius Drufui, 
and palling the Alps, advanced to the banks of the Rhine, 
The Daci whence he (tntTiberins againft the Daci, and Drufus to com- 
/Mued by picre rhe conquHt of the reft of Germany. Tiberius cafily 
Tiberius, fiibdued the Daci, obliged them to give him hoftages, and 

tr.mfphnred forty thoufand of them into Gaul. On the other 
Conqueft: h.mJ, Drufus bavin; pafTed th : Rhine* and afterwards, in 
™<*>ie by . . . of a|| 0p; , o f u j on the jy e f. :r brought under fubjeaion all 

r . min» the n.iiums from the Rhine to the hlbe, or, as the tiomam 

3 Dio. p. 5+?. Vell. Patercul, 1. ii. c. 93. b Dio. 
ibid. Suet, in Oclavlo. 
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called it, the J Ibis. Having attempted in vain to pafs this river, 
he ere&ed feveral trophies in chat neighbourhood, and began 
his march back to the Rhine. Dion tells us, that as he was 
deliberating with himfelf, whether he fhould penetrate ftill 
farther into thefe northern countries, or make the Albis the 
boundary of the Roman empire, a woman of a ftature more 
than human appeared to him, and calling him by his name, 
afked him, Whither hi* ambition would carry him ? The fates , 
(aid ftie, will not allow you to fee all parts z retire therefore* 
and know y that the period both of your life and aft ions ap- 
proaches. With this and fuch like prodigies, Dion pretends, 
that the death of Drufus, which happened foon after, was fore- 
told. For before he reached the Rhine y he was fcized with 
a violent fever, which carried him off in a few days. rfugu/lus, 
upon the firft notice of his illnefs, fent an exprefs to Tiberius y 
acquainting him with the danger his brother was in, who 
thereupon made what hafte he could, to fee him before he died, 
travelling two hundred miles in twenty- four hours. Upon 
his arrival he found him fl;ill alive, but juft. expiring. His 
fudden death occafioned a report, which was credited by ma- death 
ny, viz. that Auguflus and Tiberius had confpired to take 
htm off by poifon, and effected their wicked defign by means 
of their emiflarics. It is at leaft certain, that Drufus was 
in his heart a zealous republican, and had on feveral occafions 
betrayed a, great defire of feeing the anttent form of govern- 
ment reftored. Though he was generally thought to be the 

fon, not of Claudius Nero, but of Auguflus, yet he looked 
upon him as an ufurper, and wrote the following letter to his 
brother Tiberius, while they were both waging war in Genua- £) ru f us * 
ny at the head of two powerful armies : The gods have put it in- fo^ue for 
to our potuer to render Rome happy or miferable : Auguftus £> s COU y m 
has tr/ifted us with the forces of the empire, can we employ them try ^ 
better than in re-ejfabli/hing the republic, and refloring Rome to 
her anticnt liberty and fplendor : how glorious a thing it is to 
if the deliverer and avenger of ones country ! This letter Tiber i- 
H* fent to jfugufuS) and foon after happened the death of Dru- 
fus in the manner we have related c. However, mofl of the 
antients clear Juguflus from all fufpicion of being any ways 
acccflary to the death qf the young hero. Livy, who here 
ends his hiftory, fays, that he died of a fall from his horfe : 
perhaps that fall occafioned the fever. *>f which he died. Sue* 
to'iius think* .the report, which was fpread upon his death to 
the prejudice of /Ingujlus, to have been intirely ground lefc, 
fines the c.npcror loved him with great tcuJerncfe, anJ had 

c Suet, in Odlav. 8c Claud. Dip, ubi fuora. 
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even named him in his will for his fucceflbr in conjunction 
with his two grandfons, Lucius and Cat us d . Tacitus, whom 
we cannot lufpedt of partiality towards Augujius, or indeed 
towards any of his fucceflbrs, tells us, that Augujius never ex- 
tended his cruelty to any of his own family e . Drufus was a 
His cha- man of an unblemifbed character, of a probity which was 
racier, proof againft all temptations, of great honour, open-hearted, 

and an enemy to all manner of deceit and difiimulation. He 
was no ways inferior, either in courage or conduct, to the moft 
experienced commanders of his age, and had nothing in view 
in all his expeditions, but the glory of the Roman name and 
the public welfare. It is agreed on all hands, that he would 
have re-eftablilhed the republic, and refigned with joy the fo- 
vereign power, had it ever devolved to him. He died in the 
thirtieth year of his age, and left behind him three children by 
his wife Antonia Minor , the younger daughter of Antony and 
OSiavia, viz- Drufus , furnamed Germanicus, Livilla 9 and 
Claudius, who .fucceeded Caligula in the empire. His fold i- 

Honours crs> to te *tify their grief for the Iois of a general , whom they 
paid him *° tenderly loved, eredted to his memory a {lately monument 
after bis on the banks of the Rhine * and aflembling yearly on the anni- 
deatb. verfary of his death, that is, on the eleventh of Jufy 9 perform- 
ed round it their military evolutions in honour of the illuftri- 
ous deceafed f. As for his body, it was conveyed to Rome f 
and attended the whole way by Tiberius^-ttyz. chief officers and 
magiftrates of the Roman colonies and municipia, through 
which it palled, meeting it on the road, and attending it with 
the utmofi pomp from one city to the other. Augujius him- 
felf received it at Rome* being returned from Gaul for that 
purpofe, and pronounced in the Circus Flaminius a funeral o- 
ration in honour of the deceafed, in which he begged of the 
gods, with great earneftnefs and many tears, that they would 
grant him a death as glorious as that of the young hero? and 
make the grand children they had givtn him tread in his fiot~ 
Jleps. Tiberius made another funeral oration in the forum, 
where the body was expofed, and from thence carried on the 
{houldersof the Roman knights to the field of Mars , where it 
was burnt with great folemnity ; as for the aflics they were 
depofited in the maufolscum of Augujius. The fen ate did not 
ncg|e£r, as we may well imagine, !o favourable an opportu- 
nity of making; their coiirt to the emperor. A triumphal arch 
was creeled to his memory, and flatues in moft public places 
of the city : the furname of Germanicus was conferred upon 

aSubt. ibid. e Tacit, annat. i. c. 6. r Ex infeript- 
citata a Lipfto. 
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him by a decree of the fcnate, and confirmed to his pofterity \ 
many trophies were eredted, and medals ftruck with the inferip- 
tion de Germanis? to perpetuate the memory of his victories 
over the Germans , &c. Extraordinary honours were decreed 
to his mother Livia and his widow Antonla^ who had inheri- 
ted both her mother Oftavza's beauty and virtue ; fhe conti- 
nued inconfolable to the hour of her death, nor would £he ever 
be prevailed upon to marry again, though often and earneftly 
pre/led to it by Augujlus s . 

The emperor was in hafte to return to Gaul, but never- Ketv r*-' 
thelefs before his departure he made feycral new regulations, gulattons 
The confeript fathers, finding their authority to be of no of Auguf. 
weight, aflembled very feldom, and in fmall numbers. Au- tus - 
gu/lus therefore appointed certain days in each month, oh 
which they fhould be obliged to meet 5 and at the fame time 
enacted, with the approbation of the fenators themfelvcs, that 
fuch as abfented themfelves on thofe days, without a lawful 
caufe, fliould pay a certain fum by* way of mulct ; and 
that their determinations, when they were but few, fliould 
not obtain the force of a fenatufconfultum, or decree of the 
fenate, but only be called a regulation of the fenate. He 
granted the prastors the prerogative" of voting in the fenate, 
and extended the jurifdiction of the quseftors, giving them the 
fupcrin tendency of all the maritime cities of Italy. The elec- 
tion of the new confuls, C Marclus Cehforinus and C- Afinius 
Gallusy gave rife to a new regulation. They were both ac- 
cufed of having purchafed their dignity with money diftribu- 

ted among the tribes. Augujlus did not oblige them to re- 
fign the fafces, but ordered, that for the future all the candi- 
dates fhould depofit a certain fum with him, which they fliould 
forfeit, if convicted of bribery or any unlawful practices. 
This law was generally approved of, at leaftby the patricians ; 
but another, which he publifhed foon after, was as much dif- 
liiced. The depofitions of flaves had never been admitted at 
Rome in the courts of judicature. But Augujlus, for the fjfe- 
tyof hi* own perfon, though under pretence of the public fafe- 
ty, publifhed a law, enacting, that when any perfon was 
accufed of treafonable defigns, the evidence of Haves fliould 
be of the fame weight as that of frcedmen j that this lavr 
might not feem to clalh with the ancient cuftom of rejecting 
the evidence of a flave againfl: his maftcr, it was ordained by 
the fame law, that the ilaves of the accufed perfon fliould be 
arft fold to the emperor or the public. By this low cv.dion, 
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unworthy of a man of fenfe, he pretended not to have in- 
trenched on the antient cuftom, fince it was ftill true, that 
'flaves were rot allowed to accufe their mafters, nor admitted 
as evidence again ft them. This innovation occafioned great 
complaints > but the crafty emperor foon quieted the minds of 
the people by public fhows and fports, by a pretended cle- 
mency and condefcenfion, and above all by affecting popula- 
rity, and carefully avoiding all needlefs ceremonies and marks 
Injlaneu °f grandeur. The antients relate many inftances of his extra- 
of Us con- ordinary condefcenfion : they tell us, that a common legionary, 
dejeenfon. having delired him to plead his caufe in ore of the courts of 

judicature, the emperor told him, that he was fo overwhelmed 
with bufinefs that he could not well do it himfelf j but that 
he would fend him an orator better qualified for that purpofe 
than himfelf. This obliging anfwer did not fatisfy the foldi- 
er, who anfwered bluntly, Have I thus fought for you by 
proxy? The emperor, highly pleafed with this unexpected 
anfwer, Neither will /, faid Le, plead for you by proxy. He 
v/as as good as his word ; for on the day appointed he appear- 
ed at the bar, and pleaded his caufe in perfon. In like man- 
ner he undertook the caufe of another citizen, and gained it; 
which fo provoked the accufrr, that he behaved very 
difrefpedtiully towards the emperor, who was fo far from re- 
fenting it, that he afterwards pardoned him, when he was ao 
cufed before him as cenfor of fome faults which deferved feverc 
punifliment. Though he was very kind and generous to fiis 
friends, yet he never allowed them greater privileges than 
others, nor would he by any means exempt them from the ju- 
diciary laws. Of all the criminals he refcued but one, during 
the whole time of his long reign, who had been very fervicea- 
ble to him, and that by prevailing with intreaties on the accu- 
fer to drop the profecution 
He begins This year, the fecond term of jiuguftus 9 * ten years draw- 
ebe third ing to an end, he pretended to be willing to lay down the 
urm power with which he had been truflred, faying, that he was no 
decennial longer able to bear fo heavy a burden ; but he was eafily pcr- 
pvwtr. fuaJcd to carry it ten yearslonger. This limitation contribu- 
ted, in the opinion of the antients, more than any thing 
clfe, to his fafety, fince by receiving his power from 
the fenate and people, he openly acknowledged the fove- 
rcignty to be lodged in them ; fo that they were not quite def- 
titute of all hopes of recovering it one day. The term of his 
power being prolonged, he rclolved to quit the capital, hav- 
ing his mind ftill bent on the intire reduction Of the many na- 
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lions that inhabited Germany, He was not indeed inclined 
to wage war with thofe barbarous nations in perfon, but 
chofe to be as near the generals, whom he employed, as he 
could with fafety. The perfon he thought the moft proper 
for the purfuing and completing of the conquer!:, happily be- 
gun by Drufus^ was his brother "Tiberius ; whom therefore he 
fent into Gaul 9 after having honoured him with an ovation, 
on account of the advantages he had gained in Germany the 
foregoing year. Auguftus foon after the departue of Tibe- Tiberias'* 
vs left Rome 9 but, inftead of pafiing the AIps 9 as he had exploits in 
done the year before, he took his rout towards Aquileia 9 Germany, 
and pafled the whole fummer in 'he neighbourhood of that 
city, having with him his grandfon Caius Ccefar 9 then 
twelve years old. In the mean time, < Tiberius 9 having paf- 
fed the Rhine at the head of a powerful army, over- ran all 
the countries between that river and the Elbe 9 and ftruck 
fifch dread into the inhabitants of thofe northern provinces, 
that feveral of them fent deputies to Auguftus at Aquileia to 
foe for peace, which they could not obtain -upon any terms, 
the emperor declaring, that he would not grant a peace to any 
particular nation, till they had all agreed to demand it. But 
the Cattiy or, as fome authors write, the Sicambri 9 could 
not by any means be prevailed upon to fubmit 5 fo that the 
1 projedt of peace did not take place thw year. We fhall 
I fee in the fequel of this hiftory what ftreams of blood it coft 
the Romans to reduce them. As winter approached, Au- 
guftus returned to Rome with his grandfon Caius ; but Tibi- 
rius remained with his troops in Germany* in order to renew 5 
! the war, as foon as the fsafon of the year would allow him 
to take the field K Auguftus upon his return made a fecond 
I cenfus, in which were numbered, according to the Ancyranmzx- 
\ bles, 4233000 Roman citizens While he was thus cm- 
iployed, his great friend Macenas died, which was a fenfible jy ea tb of 
\ affliction to him, though he had not of late honoured him Maecenas* 
< with the fame intimacy as formerly. His criminal convcr- 
1 fation with Terentilla could not but difpleafe Macenas^ who 
l thought he did not deferve that treatment at the hands of one* 
ivhom, he had ferved with the utmoft fidelity. On the other 
hand, Auguftus in that particular could not bear any controul ; 
! and hence that coldnefs and indifference which appeared be- 
1 tween thefc too great friends, fome years before death parted 
I them, Miccenas was a man of great penetration, and under - 
\ ftood the art of governing well better than any man/rf his age, 

r 
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as appears from the many wife directions and maxims, which 
Hit cha- he fuggefted to Auguftus in the beginning of his reign. But 
ra3er % though pofTeflcd of talents equal to the higheft employ- 
ments of the ft aie, yet he was fuch an enemy to all trouble, 
fo fond of his eafe, fo addicted to his pleafures, that he ab- 
horred all bufinefs, and fcemed in a manner to have attained 
to that indolence, in which the Epicureans placed happinefi, 
Ashe was remarkably good-natured, and flighted preferments 
himfclf, as capable of difturbing his quiet and interrupting his 
pleafures, he employed all his credit and intereft with the 
emperor in behalf of others, and for the moil part with good 
The liberty fuccels. Of the afcendant which he had gained over AstguJ- 
betook f US ^ an( j the liberty he took in correcting his faults and curbing 
tuttb An- fo s crue i temper, Dion Cajfius gives us the following reniar- 
guttus. Jcable mirance. As Augujlui was one day judging fome cri- 
minals, Mescenas perceiving him to be in a bad humour, and 
inclined to give hi.mfelf over to revenge without check or 
companion, attempted to approach his tribunal ; but not be- 
ing able to break through the croud, he wrote the following 
note y Come down from the tribunal^ butcher , and threw it 
into his lap. Augu/lus no fooner read it, than he rofe up and 
quitted the tribunal, without fentencing any of the criminals 
to death l . As for the fcandalous lewdnefs and debaucheries of 
Auguftus^ which gave occafion to many fevere lampoons and 
caft a great blecnifli upon his reputation, Macenas was not at 
all a proper perfon to fet up for a cenfor in that particular. 
The generous protection, which he afforded to men of learn- 
ing, efpecially to Pirgil and Horace^ will render his name 
immortal, and tranfmit his fame to the lateft pofterity. He 
was not only an encourager of learning, but publifhed ac- 
cording to Prifcian n) , Ifidorus % and Seneca °, feveral 
works, which intitled him to a place among the beft writers of 
Hitivorks, that polite age. The works afcribed to him by the above- 
mentioned writers are, a hi/lory of animals ; a journal of the 
life of Auguftus j a treatife on Jhort-hand writing \ of which 
fome will have him, others Tyn?, Cicero's freed man, to have 
been the inventor ^another treatife on the nature and different kinds 
of precious floncs ; and two tragedies, the one intitled Ofiavia* 
and the other Prometheus ; but none of thefe works have 
reached our times. Horace^ the prince of the Latin lyric 
poets, did not long furvive his great patron and benefactor \ 
for Macenas died about the beginning of September , and Ho- 
Tkedeaib race on the twenty-feventh of the following November. The 
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fame of fo groat a poet will be as lading as his works, which 
all ages muft admire, as the utmoft effort of a human genius. 
This fame year died one Cat us Ctecilius Jfidorus* famous for 
the imrnenfe wealth of which he was poiTciTed - 3 for he left to 
his heirs 4116 flaves, 3600 yoke of oxen, 200057 head 
of other cattle, and above three millions of our money in fpe- 
cie. 

On the kalends of January of the enfuing year, Tiberius, Tiberias 
who was now come to Rome, entered upon his fecond con- triumphs* 
fulfliip with' £7/7. Caipurnius Pifo, and was the fame day ho^ 
noured with a triumph, which was a new light to the Roman 
people. The bucklers and arms, which he had taken from 
the Germans, were carried before him, and the captive ge- 
nerals and officers of diftindlaon marched in chains by the 
chariot of the triumphant victor. Before* he left Rome, he 
repaired the temple of Concord placing his own name and 
that of his deceafed brother Drufus on the frentifpiece of that 
Irately building. After this he dedicated a temple, which the 
fenate had erected, to his mother Livia, fhe herfelf being 
prefent at the ceremony. On this occafion he gave a moft 
fumptuous entertainment to all the fenators, while Livia 
feafted the women of diftincSlion by themfelves. In the be- 
ginning of the fpring he left the capital and returned to G<?r- 
many, but performed nothing which hiftorians have thought 
worth tranfmitting to pofterity. This year a dreadful fire 
happened in Rome, which reduced to aftics many (lately build- 
ings, and was thought to have been occafioned by the debtors, 
with a defign to make their efcape in that confufion, out of 
the houfes of their creditors. To prevent the like misfor- Curatorei 
tunes and diforders for the future, Auguftus created new Vicorum 
officers called cur at ares vicorum, who were permitted on cer- appointed 
tain days to wear, within the verge of their jurifdi£tion, the by Augm\ 
robe peculiar to magiftrates, and to have two lienors to attend tus. 
them. To them were now afligncd the fix hundred flaves, 
who had been formerly appointed to attend the sediles for the 
exting uifhing of fires. At the fame time, by Auguflus's parti- 
cular order, the city was divided into fourteen regions or wards, 
and thefcr into inferior precincts, the government of which 
wards and precincts was committed to the above-mentioned 
curatores vicorum, and alfo to the tribunes of the people and the 
praetors n . 

The following year, Caius Antijlius Fetus and D. L&tius cp^ fajj 
Balbus being rai fed to the confulate, Lucius Cccfar boldly dc- an j un f ea - 
manded of Au^ujius in the public theatre, that his cider bro- finable de- 
mand of 

fl Dio p. 556, 557. Lucius 

thcr <Ja:lar. 
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ther Caius Cafar might be named conful for the enfuing year. 
The emperor, no lefs furprifed than offended at this unfeafo- 
nable demand, notwithftanding his affection for the two 
brothers, anfwercd, that he hoped he fliould never lie under 
the neceflity of railing any to the confulate under twenty 
years of age. The bold youth not being fatisfied with this 
anfwer, but continuing to folicit him with great earneftnefs 
in behalf of his brother, the emperor raifing his voice, told 
him with a grave air, That an office of fuch importance ought 
to be difcharged only by a man vuho could bridle bis o%vn paffions^ 
and refi/i the dejires of the giddy and headflrong multituie. 
However, his tendernefs for the two brothers, whom be 
looked upon as his own children, having adopted them iota 
the Julian family and the name of Cafars 9 in fome degree 
got the better of - his reafon ; for he granted to Cains the 
priefthood, a place in the fenate, and the privilege of fittin&a- 
mong the fenators at all public fhows and fports 3 but at. the 
fame time, to curb their ambitious temper, he conferred.on 
Tiberius the tribunitial power for five years, which gave the 
Tiberius two y oun g C<sfars no fmall jealoufy. But Tiberius had fearer 
demands received this new addition of power, when, to the great fur- 
leavetore* P rife of dugujlus and the whole city, he defired leave to quit 
fi rs% the city and retire to Rhodes. Various reafons are alledgcd 

by the ancients for this fudden refolution ; Tiberius indeed 
pretended a defire of improving himfelf in the ftudy of phi- 
lofophy and eloquence, there being then at Rhodes famous 
profefTors of both thefe fciences. But Suetonius is of opinion* 
that the infamy of his wife Julia* which was now the talk 
of the whole city, and refle&ed great difgrace on his perfoxi 
and family, prompted him to retire, that he might not be an 
eye witnefs of her fcandalous debaucheries °. Velleius Pater- 
cuius* a great flatterer of Tiberius, tells us, that he withdrew 
out of refpedt to the two young C&fars* that he might not 
ftand in their way to the higheft preferments following 
therein the example of Jgrippa, who had retired to Mi- 
tylene* when Marcellus firft entered upon public offices. 
Dion thinks he was piqued at the favour which Jugufus 
fhewed to his grandfons, efpecially at his declaring them 

princes of the Roman youths (G), which intirejy de- 
feated 

o Suet, in Tiber, c. io, p Vell. Patehcul. 1. ii. 

c 99. 

(G) The firft Roman emperors gave this title to their children, 

or to thofc whom they had appointed their heirs and iucce/Tori in 

7 r (hf 
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feated his ambitious projects, and left him no hopes of 
ever enjoying the fovereign power, the fble object of all 
his wifhes **. But whatever his motive was, nowithftand- 
ing the rcmonftrances and tears of his mother Livia y he 
was vcrv prcfling with Augufius for his per million to re- Which 
tire ; which the emperor not only refufod, but took great Augullus 
pains, in concert with Livia^ to divert him from fuch an r *f u J cs 
unfeafonablc refolution. He even complained to the fenate ' im ' 
of his being abandoned by one, from whofe abilities he had 
promifed himfelf great relief in the government of the repub- 
lic. But Tiberius , deaf to all entreaties and re monfr. ranees, 
and obftinately bent upon departing, continued importuning 
Augufius for his permifiion, which he conftantly refufed, be- 
ing unwilling to lofe the only pcrfon in whom, after the death 
of Agrippa and Mesce7ias^ he re po fed any confidence, his grand- 
children not being yet of an age fit to be trull ed. At length 
Tiberius 1 finding all other means ineffectual, retired into his 
own apartment, and, there (hutting himfelf up, abffained 
four whole days from all kind of nourifhment. Hereupon the 
emperor, feeing he could not get the better of his obflinate 
and inflexible temper, complied at length with his requcfr, 
and granted him the fo much wiflied-for perrniflion to retire ; B ut at ? a ft 
which he no fooner obtained, than he fet out for Oft!a 9 J' z f^ s f0 
without fpeaking a word on the way to thofe who attended butmpor- 
him to the place where he imbarqued, or taking any notice iumtteSm 

1 Dio. in excerpt, p. 662. 

the empire. The youth, who was honoured with this title, had 
all the children of the Roman noblemen under his command, and 
appeared at their head when they performed their military exer- 
cifes in the field of Mars, or exhibited the tournament called Troy. 
In the times of the republic the children of the moft diflinguimed 
families were called principes jwventutis, or prhieipes equitum (19), 
becaufe they were reckoned equites or knights, till they attained 
the age which the laws required in the candidates for offices. The 
frinccps jwventutis was diltinguilhed from the reft by a triumphal 
robe, as Tacitus informs us (.20). On the reverfe of a medal of the 
emperor Sc<verus y which has reached our times, are reprefented 
three youths on horfebaclc, and one of them in the attitude of com- 
manding, with this legend, Princ. jwvent. which fhewp, that the 
princeps or principes juventutis had iome command over the young 
nobility. 

(19) Fiji Li<v. 1. Ixii. r, 61. Cif yu venxl. fatyr. 4. v. 32. ( 2 °) 
Tacit, annul , 12. c. 5. 
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of them, a fmall number of his particular friends excepted, 
at his departure r . However, Dion tells us, that before he 
took, his leave of Lvoi a and Auguftus^ he opened his will, and 
read it in their prefencc f . From Oftia he failed along the 
coaft: of Campania , and ftaid fome time in that province, be- 
ing informed there, that Auguftus was indifpofed. But in the 
mean while, a report being fpread abroad, that he waited for 
the news of Auguftus** death, he weighed anchor as foon as 
it came to his ears, tho' the fea ran then very high, and failed 
His pri- for Rhodes , where he led at firft a very private and retired life, 
mate man- frequenting the fchools and academies without any attendants, 
ner of li<v- converfing familiarly with the Greeks , and avoiding all ap- 
ing at pearance of grandeur both in his houfe and equipage. How- 
Rhodes, ever, he once exerted the tribunitial power with which he was 

inverted ; for a warm difpute arifing one day in the fchool of 
Theodoras the Gadar&an, of whom he was a conftant hearer, 
he interpofed, and endeavoured to put an end to the conteft. 
But one of the difputants, judging him partial, not only re- 
futed to acquiefce to his decifton, but abufed him in a molt 
outrageous manner ; which fo provoked him, that he return- 
ed home, and afluming the habit of a public magiflxate, ap- 
peared in the fchool, as tribune of the people, with his appa- 
ritors, and fummoning, by a crier, the philofopher who had 
reviled him, ordered him to be carried to prifon c . Velleius* 
a fcandalous flatterer of the Ca?fars y efpcially of Tiber im, 
tells us, that he appeared greater in his retirement, than if 
he had been at the helm of affairs ; that all the proconfuls and 
governors, who were fent into the eaft, went to wait upon 
him, lowering their fafces to him ; that he gained the affec- 
tion and efteem of all the Greeks, &c, But all other wri- 
ters tell us, that not being able to keep his vices concealed 
from the inhabitants of the ifland, they daily more defpifed 
and hated him, infornuch, that the Nemaufinns threw down 
his ftatues, and defaced his pictures ; nay, feme time after, 
as Caius Cafar parted that way, mention being made of 77- 
berius2X a private entertainment, one of the company addref- 
fing Caius 9 Give only the word, fa id he, and you jhall have tht 
head of the exile in an in/tant. The name of exile well fuited 
Tiberius 5 for though he voluntarily retired to Rhodes, yet he 
was long kept there again fl: his will. Growing weary of his 
retirement, lie publicly declared, that he had left Rome purely 
to avoid giving umbrage to Caius and Lucius, and wrote to 

r SucT.ih'd. r D 10. in excerpt. Valefii, p. 665. 1 Suet. 
ibid. Qu int 1 l 1 an. i. iii. c. 1. Dio»ibid. u Vi*l l. Fat br- 
cul ibid. 
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the emperor, after they had attained to man's eftate, and were 
promoted to the higheft dignities, begging leave -to return 
home and vifit his friends, fiace his prefence could no longer 
be difagreeable to his grand-children. But the favour was ab- .Aujuiftus 
folutely denied him, and a menage fent, bidding him lay afiderefy/es him 
all care and thoughts of his friends, fince he had been fo im- have to 
patient to abandon them . Thus he was obliged, fore againft return to 
his will, to continue at Rhodes , and it was not till after feven Rome, 
years thar Auguftus was prevailed upon to confent to his re- 
turn w . This year Auguftus himfelf was conful, and had for 
his collegue Cornelius Sylla. He had refumed the fafces, after 
having declined the confular dignity for feventeen years toge- 
ther, with no other view, as is fuppofed, but to render the 
ceremony of giving the toga virilis to his grandfon Cains more 
folemn. For he prefented him in perfon to the fenate, gave 
him the toga v iritis himfelf, with the ufual ceremonies, and 
dengned him conful ; which dignity, as he was then but fif- 
teen, he was to hold, after five years, to be reckoned from 
the day he was prefented to the fenate. Thus the Ancyran 
marble «. This year Auguftus reduced the number of thofe 
who were fupplied with corn at the public expence, to two 
hundred thoufand, corn having for fome years been given in- 
differently to all who defired it. Nothing remarkable hap- 
pened in Rome or Italy the two following years, in the firft of 
which C, Calvifius Sabinus and L. Pajjienus Rufus were con- 

fuls, and in the fecond £. Cornelius Lentulus and M- Valerius 
Mejfalinus. The enfuing year Auguftus again refcrved the 
confular dignity for himfelf, and took for his collegue M. Auguflus'x 
Plautius Sylvanus, or Si /anus. As Lucius, the younger of thirteenth 
his grand fons, was now of an age to receive the toga virilis, confuljbip. 
Auguftus conferred on him the fame honours as he had done 
three years before on his brother Caius. Several medals, 
coined on this opcafion, have reached our times, on which are 
the heads of the two brothers with bucklers and fpears, and 
this legend on the rcverfe ; Caius and Lucius Ca^fars, the fans 
of Auguftus, dejjgned confuls^ princes of the youth . Thus were 
the two fons highly favoured and honoured by Auguftus ; but 
their mother Julia met with a very different treatment. Her 
lewdnefs, infamy, and fcandalous debaucheries, hardly to be 
matched in hiftory, had for fome years been the talk of the 
whole town. But Auguftus had the misfortune of moft princ- 
es, who are, generally fpcaking, the Icafl: acquainted with 
their nearelt concerns. He believed indeed, that flic did nuc 
lead a very ftrict life, but never imagined her capable of com- 



w Dio. Suet. ibid. * VideGRuTER. infeript. 231. 
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mitting thofo monftrous and aim oft incredible excefles, of 
which he now found her guilty. Upon a fall difcovery of her 
actions and conduit, he was fo fenfibly affected with grief 
and confuflon, that he fhuthimfelf up in his palace, and there 
continued fcveral days, bewailing his misfortune, without fee- 
ing any even of his moft intimate friends. Not able to conr 
ceal the tranfports of his grief and anger from the public, 
he communicated to the fenate by a letter the excefles of the 
infamous proftit.ute, and the difgrace of his family, an in- 
difcretion which he afterwards faid he would never have been 
guilty of, had Agrippa or M&cenas been living. Overcome 
with fiiame and rage, he firfr. refolved to put his daughter to 
death ; but afterwards altered his mind, and contented him- 
felf with banilhing- her to Pandataria, a defart ifland on the 
coaft of Campania, now known by the name of Santa Maria. 
Tulia ha- *^ er mot ^ er Scribonia, whom Auguftus had divorced the fame 
nijhcd. ^ e was b° rn i that is, thirty eight years before, attended 

her to the place of her banifhment, and never afterwards 
abandoned her. The emperor not only punifhed the in- 
famous Julia with banilhment, but at the fame time forbad 
her the ufe of wine, and all forts of delicacy whatfoever ei- 
ther in diet or cloaths. By an exprefs order from the em- 
peror, no perfon of what condition foever was to come near 
her without his leave. Not long after, her eldeft daughter 
And her ^ ^ r2 PP a ^ named alfo Julia, and married to L. Paulus, 
daughter oem o convicted of the fame crimes as her mother, was con- 
of the fame ^ ne ^ to tne ifland of Tremera, now fremiti, in the Adriatic 
name. *" ea y - The punifhment of Julia was followed by that of all 

thofe who were any ways acceffary to her debaucheries. 
Sempronius Gracchus, T. £>uinclitts Crifpinus, C. Claudius ', 
and L. Scipioi a U pcrfons of great difti notion, were con- 
demned to perpetual banifhmenr. But Julius Antonius (H) 7 
the fon of the triumvir, and many others, were by the 
emperoi's orders put to death. Some writers tell us, 
that Auguftus laid hold of this opportunity to get rid of many 
confiderablc Romans, who gave him uneafinefs and jcaloufy. 
tec that as it will, it is certain, that an incredible number of 

y Vell. Patercul. c. xco. Dio. ibid. p. 555. 

( H \ Julius . 'fif/o.'/i'uj was a m 1 n ofle.irning, and wrote a poem 
inuiied l)i':fMtL\.\ cii.-i'i ling often books. To him list nee addrei- 
fed tliC kvn::d ode of fi!& f'o i r t Ii InvjIc. I Tc left a fon very young, 
whom ../A/j baniiLjJ to ,\ ///.-., uv.L-. io!our of having him 
i:j!lriiuu ... the ?r«..;: ir. nl»r«i who flourifhcd then in thatcicv. He 
dye J \vi...o.i: off 1 ; r._, r>;.d i;i him ended ihe .ii?.'-/;.\:.v f.ur.i'y. 

ijt.iirious 
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illuftrious Romans were, facrificed, under pretence of having re- 
ceived favours of Julia. Her chief confident, by name Phesbe* 
laid violent hands on herfelf before fentence was pronounced 
againft her. Augujlus-, when news was brought him of Many H- 
her death, could not help admiring her courage, and wifliing luflrious 
that Phabe? and not Julia, had been his daughter, intimating Romans 
thereby, that he would have been well pleafed, if Julia had bani/bed 
had courage to end her days in the fame manner. Tiberius and putt* 
heard, as we may well imagine, the news of the difgrace and ^ eat ^ on 
banifhment of Julia with great joy; but, as no man knew ^ er ac ~ 
better the art of difTembling, he became her advocate ;• and, caunt * 
pretending great tendernefs and companion for her, he wrote 
frequent letters to Augujlus , intreating him to forgive her, 
and reinftate her in his favour. But the emperor continued 
inflexible to the hour of his death, nay, he carried, in a man- 
ner, his refentment beyond his grave-, for by his l;*ft will he 
ordained, that fhe fhould not be depofited after her death a- 
mong the Cafars y whom fhe had fo difgraced during her 
life. As for Tiberius, Augujlus obliged him to divorce her, 
notwithstanding the tendernefs and affection which, by the 
deepeft diflimulation, he ftill pretended to retain for her z . 

And now Augujlus , to divert his mind from fixing on his Magnijt- 
domeftic misfortunes, exhibited the moft magnificent and cent Jh onus 
expenfive fliows that had ever been feen in Rome. Chariot- exhibited 
races in the circus •, reprefentations on the ftage, combats of h 
gladiators, csV. were now become common. Augujlus there- g uftus * 
fore, the better to divert both himfelf and the people, revived 
thofe fports which had been for a confiderable time laid afiide, 
on account of the extraordinary charges that attended them. 
He caufed a canal to be dug eighteen hundred paces in length, 
and two hundred in breadth, conveying into it the Flamini- 
an water, and building fcaffblds quite round it capable of hold- 
ing numberlefs multitudes of fpeftators. And indeed the con- 
courfe of people was fo great, that the emperor was obliged 
to place guards in all the quarters of the city, left the 
thieves fhould lay hold of that opportunity to plunder the 
empty and abandoned houfes. Augujlus had frequently en- 
tertained the people with fights of lions, tigers, elephants, 
rhinoceros's, &c. but now the new canal appeared all on a 
fudden covered with crocodiles, of which thirty fix were kil- 
led by Egyptians brought from the binlcsof the Nile for that 
purpofc. The multitude were highly delighted with thjs 
fi^ht, which was quite new ; but the fea fight which cn fried 
afforded them flill greater diverfion. For at the oppofite ends 



z Suet. Dio, ibid. 
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of the lake, or canal, two fleets appeared, the galleys of one 

being built after the Greek * and thofe of the other after the 
Perjian, manner. Both fleets engaged ; and as they fought 
in good earneft, moftof the combatants being perfons fentenc- 
ed to death, the battle proved very bloody a . 
n In the mid ft of thefe public f ports and diverfions, news 

bonces* in WaS k rou ght to Augujlus that the Arme?iians y entering into an 
Armenia a ^ ance with the Part h ians , had driven out Artabazes, whoifc 

he had appointed king of that country, and raifed to the 
throne Ttgranes in his room. Hereupon the emperor, dread- 
ing the confequences of an alliance between thofe two powers, 
tsras greatly at a lofs what meafures he fliould take to put 
a ftop to the war, which threatened the caftern provinces. 
He could not manage it in perfon, being now ftricken' in 
years ; Tiberius was retired to Rhodes, and the emperor de- 
termined not to recall or employ him ; on the other hand, he 
was afraid to truft any with the command of the army, ac- 
cept thofe of his own family. In this perplexity he at length 
CaiusCse- refolved to fend into the eaft his grandfon Casus, who was 
inxfentinr then entered into the nineteenth year of his age (I) ; but be- 

to the eafl, f orc 



* Suet. ibid. Ovid, de arte, 1. i. Monument. Ancyran, a- 
pud Gruter. ibid. 

{\) While Cams was preparing for this expedition, Ovid wrote 
the firft book of his art of love, as appears from the following 
lines. 



Eece parat Cafar domito quod defuit orbi 
Addere : nunc, Oritns ultimc, nofler eris* 

Part be, dab is pasnas : CraJJi gaudetc fepu/ti, 
Signaque bar bar teas non bene paffa manus. 

TJltor adejly primifque due em profit etur ab annis i 
Bellaque non puero trail at agenda puer. 

And a few lines after ; 



Aufpiciis annifque patris, puer, arma movehis 9 

Et winces annis aufpiciifque patris, 
Tale rudinscntuni tanto fub nomine debts ; 

Nunc ju-venum princeps t deinde future fenum (21). 

Ov/</ was quite out in what he foretels of Cairn % but fet3 down the 
juft year of his a^e ; for Augufiui was nineteen years old when he 
full put himfclf at the head of his army, as is manifeft from the An* 



(21) Ovid de arte. J. i 
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fore his departure, to procure him the greater efteem, he ho- 
noured him with the title of proconful, and married him to 
Lsllia Paulina, either the daughter or niece of Af. LoUius, 
an officer of great experience, who was his governor, 
aijd whom he now appointed to command under him b. Be- 
fore the young general fet out, Augujtus, who omitted nothing 
that might contribute to the fuccefs of this expedition, fenC 
jjionyfius , a geographer of great fame, into the eaft before him, 
with orders to take an exa£t furvey of the country, which was 
likely to be the feat of war ©. Whether this was the famous 
Dionyjtus, whofe pcriege/ls in Greek verfe has reached us, or 
another Dionyfius, the fon of Diogenes, who publi£hed the di~ 
mentions of the earth, as we read in Marcicnus Heracleota d , 
we know not. Xhis commiuion of Caius C&far is varioufiy 
mentioned by the ancients ; 'Tacitus writes, that he had Ar- 
menia for his province c ; Velleius Pater cuius, that he was fent . 
into Syria f ; Suetonius, that he was appointed governor of the 
caft s j Orojius, that he was fent by Augujius to fettle the pro- 
vinces of Egy$tzxv\ Syria * ; and Pliny quotes a book wrote 
by king Juba, in which mention is made of Cains' s expedi- 
tion into Arabia { \ but adds, that the young prince had only 
fome thoughts of invading Arabia*. In the mean time, 
Phraates, king of Parthia, being informed of the warlike pre- 
parations that were carrying on in different parts of the em- 
pire, and not doubting, but they were defigned againft him, 
wrote a fubmiflive letter to Augujius 5 but as he deferred, un- 
der various pretences, withdrawing his troops out of Armenia*, 
which Augujius in his anfwer required him to do without de- 
lay, Caius, taking his leave of Auguftus, fet out from Rome, Tiberius 
and haftened into Armenia In his pafTage he touched at waits upon 
Chios ro , or, as Suetonius will have it, at Samos a ; which TV- him. 
berius no fuoner underftood, than he went to wait upon him, 
behaving birnfelf on that occafion in a very fubmiflive man- 

b Zonar. ex Dion. Suet, in Claud, c. 26. Plik. 1. ix. c. 

3j. SOLIN* C. 53. C PLIN. 1. Vi. C. 27, d MARCUN. 

ftnit acleot a. peripl. 1. i. c Tacit. annal. 1. ii. c. 48. 

f Ve l r, . Pat e rcul. 1. ii. c. 10 1 . B Su et in Tiber, c. 1 2* 
h Oftos. 1. vii c. 3. 1 P l 1 n . I. vi. c. 37. in fin. * Idem i- 
bid c. 28. 1 Dio, legat. 39. in excerpt, ab Urlin* 

"Xiph 1 l. & Zon mi, ex Dion. "Suet, in Tib. c. 12. 

1 

tyran marble, containing a furnnnry of the chief actions of his life ; 
and Caius was entered into his nineteenth year when he began to 
prepare for his expedition again (I the Parthiaus ; fo that his father 
and he went commanders at the fame age, 

ner, 
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jier, and fhcwing the utmoft refpeft not only to the youno* 
prince, buc to all thofe of his attendance. Caius received him 
with great coldnefs, his governor M. Lollius, who hated Tibe- 
rius, having liJJcd the mind of' his pupil with prejudices againft 
him °. Thus Suetonius : but VelUius, flattering Tiberius, ac- 
cording to his cu/lom, tells us, that Caius received him with 
the greateit marks of efreem, and treated him as his fuperior?. 
Be that as it will, it is certain, that Tiberius 1 s tribunefliip 
expiring about this time, he earneftly folicited the emperor 
for leave to return home, and received from him the anfwer, 
Which we have related above: fo that he was obliged much a- 
gainft his will to continue at Rhodes, which he no longer 
looked upon as the place of his retreat, but as the place of his 
bani/hment. However, his mother Lzvia, who had a great 
influence over the emperor, to cover the ignominy of her 
fon, got him, with much ado, declared Augustus's lieutenant 
in thofe parts. But he, finding hirnfelf obnoxious to thefo- 
vereign, and apprehending hirnfelf in danger of his life, not 
only lived as a private citizen, but retiring into the midft of 
the ifland, concealed hirnfelf there to avoid the compliments 
of the Roman officers and magiftrates, who were fent into the 
eafrA Nay he wrote to Augujius, defiring him to fend fome 
perfon, in whom he could confide, with a charge to watch 
him, and tranfmit to Rome a faithful account of all his words 
and actions r . 

But to return to Caius Cafar-, from Samos or Chios he 
haftened into Syria, where all the Roman forces in the eaft, 
and thofe of the allies of Rome, were aflembled and ready to 
march. Suetonius tells us, that he palled through Judesa^ 
but fcorned to worfhip ztjerufalem* and adds, that his con- 
duel: therein was approved of, and much commended^ by Au- 
gu/ius c . Upon his arrival in Syria, he put hirnfelf at the 
head of the army, and began his march towards the frontiers 
of Partbia. Upon his approach Phraates, diftr ufting his own 
fubje&s, who bore him an irreconcileablc hatred, fent deputies 
to him to treat of a peace. The young general received the em- 
baffadors with great politenefs, and it was agreed, that Caius 
and Phraates ftould have an interview in an ifland formed by 
the Euphrates. Thither they both repaired on the day 
appointed, each of them being attended with the like number 
of guards, while their two armies, drawn up in battalia, 
lined the oppolitc banks of the river. In the conference 



°Suht. ibid. 
4 Suet. ibid. c. iz. 

4- 93- 



p Vell. Patercul. I. ii. c. ior. 
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Caius only infilled upon the Parthian 9 s renouncing all preten- 
tions to Armenia^ which he readily confcnted to ; fo that a J p C a t 
treaty was foon concluded, and tranquillity reftored, when cqkc'.uj, 
Ieaft expected, to the eaftern provinces. Matters being thus 
fettled, the two chiefs feafted each other ; Cains entertained 
Phraates on the Roman fide of* the river, and phraates Cuius 
on the Parthian fide. Thus Veileius Pater cuius y who was 
prefent, as afpe&aor, at thefe entertainments, he being then 
a military tribune in Qaim 9 s army c . The fame writer tells 
us, that the Parthian king acquainted Caius in a private con- 
ference, that he was betiaycd by his governor M. Lollius y who ]yr X.olTI- 
fcad taken large bribes of him, and had heaped up immenfe funis us accufed 
by laying, without his knowledge, heavy contributions on all of treaebc- 
the provinces of the eaft. The fame writer adds, that the ry. 
king bid him beware of the treacherous defigns and counfels 
of Loll i us , at which the young prince being alarmed, forbid 
him his prefence. Lo/lizis thus difgraced died a few days af- 
ter ; but whether of a natural or violent death, our author 
will not take upon him to determine «. Pliny and Solinus 4 - 
fay, that he put an end to his life with poifon ; but none of 
the antients impute his death to Caius,, though he deferved to 
he punilhed with the utmoft feverity, if the charge, brought 
againft him by the Parthian king, was true. Upon his death 
PuLlius £)uirinius was either appointed by AuguJluSy or cho- 
fen by the young prince himfelf, for his governor- He was 
a good commander, and had been rewarded by 4ugujlus for 
his eminent fervices firft with the confulfliip^ and after wards 
With a triumph, or rather an ovation, for driving the Homo- 
nodes y a people of Cilicia, out of their ftrong-holds w . He 
proved a friend to Tiberius> and reconciled Caius to him^ as 
we fliall fee anon. The treaty of peace between the Romans, 
and Parthian s was fcarce concluded, when Artabaz.es y whom 
Jluguftus had placed on the throne of Armenia , died ; and. 
then Tigranesy who had been fent up by the Parthiansy fent Tigranea 
rich prefencs to /fuguftusy accompanied with a fubmiflive let- appointed 
ter, wherein, without ftyling himfelf king, he begged the king of 
kingdom of him. The emperor, glad to put an end to th« Armenia. 
(iifturbances of the eaft* accepted his prcfents, and ordered 
him to attend Caius in Syria ; which he did accordingly, and 
received at his ha nils the crown of Armenia *. Auguflus, 
to perpetuate the memory of this expedition, and the cjlorv 
of young Caius , who managed it with fuch fuccefs, caufed 

1 Veli*. Patpr,cul. I. ii. c. 101. u Idem ibid. c. 102. 

w Tacit, annal. I. hi. c. 48. * Dio. in excerpt, ab Ful. Ur- 
Sn. Su xt . Rup, in breviario. 

Vol. XIII. X x fcveral 
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feveral medals to be ftruck, or pieces of money coined, 
fome of which have reached us, with the figure of Armenia 
in a fuppliant pofture, and the names of Auguftus, and Caius 
Cafar on the reverfe. 
^rt'^a And now * the temple of Janus being (hut up (K), and 
*f ' all the provinces of the Roman empire, perhaps all the nati- 
the^FIood ons °^ wor ^' enjoying a profound tranquility, The prince 
1 000 ' °f P eace * *be Lord of heaven, and Saviour of the world, join- 
QfRome ed bimfelf, after an ineffable manner, to human nature, and 
748. ' appeared on earth, being born of a virgin, in the city of 
. Bethlehem, whither Jofeph and Mary had repaired, to be 

there regiftered purfuant to the decree of Auguftus, as citi- 
zens of that place (L). But to dwell on the particular cir- 

cumftances 

(K) From the time of Romulus to the reign ol^Auguflus the tem- 
ple of Janus had been but twice (hut, was. during Numa y z peace- 
ableyeign, and after the firft Punic war (22 ). Auguftus fhut it apj 
, three >tinies, 'viz. after he had vanquiflied Antony and Cleopatra, four 
years after on his return from the war, which he had waged with 
t he Cantabrians in Spain, and fome years before the birth of oar 
Saviour. ^Horace, who died feven years before, fpeaks in his laft 
ode of Auguftus''^ victory over the Sicambri, and obierVes, that the 
temple of Janus was then ftiut. Orofius fays, that after Auguftus 
had fliut it the third time, it continued fo for the fpace of twelve 
years £23 ^. Qn the other hand, F Nori, is of opinion, chat it 
was opened on occaiion of Caius C<efar*± expedition againft the 
Part&ans, whence he concludes, firft againft Orofius , that it did 
not continue ftiut for twelve years, and fecondly againft moft hifto- 
rians and chronologers, that our Saviour* was born before the trou-r 
bles in the call broke out ; for he was born, as all the fathers affirm, 
while the world >vas in peace 5 and, qn the other hand, Tacitus af- 
fures us, that after Auguftus had Iai4 open the gates of Janus the 
third time, they were never (hut again to the reign of Vcfpafian 
(24). But as hq war was declared, and no hottilities committed ei- 
ther by the Romans or Parthiaiss, we cannot perfuade our felves, that 
the temple of Janus was" opened on occafion of this expedition. 
• (L) Auguftus having ifTued out a decree for taking fuch a defcrip- 
tion or furvey of the whole Roman empire as fliould contain an ac- 
count of all perfons, pofleflions, and eftates therein, and the taxes 
iffuable from them, it was this year .executed in Judaa in the 
manner St.- Luke defer ibes it. When it came to Bethlehem, Joftpb 
and Mary were called from Nazareth in Galilee, the place of their 
habitation, to that city, the city of David, to which, as being of 

(22^ Lint, /. i. Plut. in Numa. (1 3) Orof. I. vi. c. 22. p. 207. 
(24) Vide P. Henric. Noris ctnotaph. Pi/an. C. fcf L. Ccrjar. Vent*. 
Jl68l./. 199. & 200. 

the 
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«umftances of this or the other myfteries of the Chriftlan 
religion, would be deviating from the defign of the prefent 
work, and intrenching on the province of the ecclefiaftic 
writers. To their hiftorics therefore we refer the learned 
reader for a full account of what we (hall only hint at in 

ours. n 

The following year, Caffius Cornelius . Lentulus and L. 
Calpurnius Pifo were raifed to the confulate, and fucceeded j[f CJ "j 
the year after in that dignity by Gains Ca?/ar 9 tho' then abfent and 
in Syria (M), and L. /Emilias Pauluu During their admi- on 0 f his 
niftration nothing remarkable happened in. Italy, or in the kingdom. 
countries fubjeft to, or depending upon, Rome, except the 

the houfe and lineage of David, they originally belonged, that 
there, as citizens of that place, their circumttances^ and eftate, or 
trade, might be dpfcribed and regiftered among thofe who were of 
the fame houfe and family. Whenever a cenfus was made at Rome, 
the cenfors regitfered all the Rothan citizens, their wives and chil- 
dren, their age, qualities, trades, offices, and eftates both real and 
perfonat : Cin/oris officium erai 9 fays floras (25), omnia patrimonii, 
dignitatis, trtatis, artiutn, ojjiciorunt-, jifcrimina in tabulas refer re ; 
and Cicero (26) Cehfires populi avitates, Joboles, familias, pecuniaf- 

oue, cenfento+ Attgyflus was the firft who extended this cenfds to the 
provinces, where thofe, who Were charged with it* purfued, without 
all doubt, the fame method as the cenfors did at Rome. 'Tis 
true, none of the antient hiflorians mention this general cenfus ex- 
tending to all the provinces, and kingdoms, fubjedfc to* or depend- 
ing upon Rome; but Tacitus (27), Suetonius {zS) % and Dion Qajjius. 
(29), tell us., that /iugv/lus ,)eh behind him a book .containing aa 
exaci account, or furvey of all . the provinces, of. the Roman empire, 
and their revenues, taxes, and tributes, which, it is manifeft, he 
could not have done without a previous and general cenfus. Befides, 

St. Juftin(io) and TertutHan (31) frequently refer the Gentiles to 
the regifters which were niddeon occafion of this cenfus, and were 
dill extant in their time. ' 

(M) That Caius was abfent from Rhine when he was raifed to- 
the confulate, and that he difcharged the office of cbrtful in the 
eaft, is unaiumoufly attefted by all the indents. It is therefore 
furpriiing, Jofepkus fliotild tell us, that Auguftui referred the dif- 
pute, which upon the death of Herod arofe between Archelaut and 
Antipai about the fucceflipn, to a council, at which Gains Carfur, 
the fon of Jgrippa and jfutia, preuded, he being at that time in 

Rome, 

♦ (25) F/or. /, i. c. 6, (26) Cic. de legibus, I. iii. (z;^ 
Tacit. annal. I. i, c. II. (28) Suet, in Otlai). c. 101 • (20) 
Dio. /• lvi. p. 59!. (.1°) Jttjlin* apolog . (31) Tertullian. w 
Metre. /. iv. 
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death of king Herod, which was no lefs miferable than his 
life had been deteftable, and the divifion of his kingdom made 
by Augujlus, who gave one half of it to Archelaus, and di- 
vided the other half between his two brothers, Antipas and 
Philip, as we have related at length in our hiftory of the 
jfews During the confulfeip of Caius, Augu/lus ended his 
great clima&erical year, that is, the fixty- third of his age, 
on which occafion he wrote the following letter to his grand- 
fun in Syria : Hail, my ' dear Caius, my chief delight : your 
pre fence is the conflant object of my moft ardent wijhes : I can* 
not, my dear child y bear to be from you : when Jhall I havt 
the pie a Jure of feeing my beloved Caius again , and tenderly ev- 
irating him ? Your pre fence would have doubled the mirth of 
this day, my ftxty-fourth birth- day, which I hope you have fa* 
lemnly kept in good health : for I have ehded, you fee, my Jixty- 
third year, the common climacleric of old men. May the gods 
render the remaining part of my life ujeful and ferviceable to 
the republic : may they continue to Jhower their hlejjings '■ upon 
you, till they Jlnrfl think fit to remove me 9 and place you in mf, 
room z . 

Tiberiu 3 Thr following year, P. Alphinus Par us and P. Vinuixui 
allowed to faeiri g con f u ) s> Tiberius was at length allowed fo return to 
return to R ome . Q a \ USn% to whom Augujlus had referred the mattery 
ome * to deliver himfelf from the importunities of Livia, confenting 

to it at the earned in treaties of his new governor £>uirinius\ 
but upon condition that he fhould bear no office in the 
commonwealth *. We are fold, that when the feip, which' 
brought him the news of his being allowed to return to Rome^ 
ftrft appeared, he was walking by the fea-fide with one Thro? 
fyllas, a famous aftrologer, who allured him, though the £hf p 
was at a great diftance, that it brought him joyful tidings; 
The fudden appearing of the (hip faved Thrajyllus's life $ forT/- 
berius had at that very time determined with h i Uriel f to throw 
him headlong into the fea, as one who was privy to all hii 
fee rets, and whom he now began to miftruft, after he fiad for 
Come years entertained him as his bofom friend. He^jput 
off the execution of his defign till the arrival of the {hip 
when finding the prediction of the * aftrologer fulfilled, 
he tenderly embraced him, and ever after had him in great 
ufk-em, though he pretended himfelf to a great knowledge 
in judicial aftrology b. Upon his return to Rome he with- 
drew to Maecenas's gardens, and there led a retired life, 

* Vide Hirt. Univerf. Vol. X. p. 279 Sc 280. « Aul. Gbil. 
Noel. Attic. I. xv. c. 7. J Suet, in Tib. c. 13. b Idem 
ibid. c. 14 Xi ph 1 l in. ex Dion. 

doing 



* 

Chap. 17. The Roman Hijlory. 349 

doim* good offices to fome of his friends, but not med- 
dling with public affairs «. But he was foon delivered from the 
objects of his envy and jealou fy ; for Lucius Cafar, who ^eatb 
was but a youth of flender abilities, died this year at Mar- °f kucitf* 
feilies on his journey to Spain, whither he had been fent by Caefar. 
his grandfather, who had no other view therein than to bring 
him into favour with the foldiery, and accuftorn him to a mi^ 
litary life and a foreign climate Some writers fufpect Li- 
via, as if file had found means to take him off by poifon J 
for his death was fo fudden, that it furprrfed his attendants* 
and the art of poifoning was at that time brought to great per- 
fection* and become very common in Rome. His body was 
brought by fea from Adar feilies, to one of the ports of Italy ^ 
and from thence carried to the capital on the fhouldcrs of the 
military tribunes, and the deturions of the colonies and 
municipal towns. At Rome it lay in ftate for feveral days in 
the forum, being watched and guarded by the Roman knights, 
who had prefented the deceafed youth #ith a filver fpear when 
he took the tegavirilis. The fpear was hung up in the fenate- 
houfe, and the body burnt with great folemnity, probably in 
the campus Martius* The afhes, we fuppofe, were depo- 
rted in Auguftus** own maufolseum, the burying place of the 
fcarfars. The emperor was feniibly affected, as we may 
well imagine, with the lof6 of a youth whom he fo tenderly 
loved; and faw thus" fnatched away in the fprihg of his life 5 
and Tiberius i by affecting ah extraordinary concern for the Tiberius 
death of his fon-in-law, wrought fuch a change in the mind return* into 
of Auguftus, Liviai no doubt, contributing to it with herf ari ? our 
ufual art and dexterity, that he would have adopted him, if Au ' 
Velleius is to be credited, had he not abfolutely declined S ultus * 
that honour, through fear of giving umbrage to Cuius e (N). 

In 

♦ 

c Idem ibid, c, tc. d Flor. 1. iv. c. tilt. Velt.. Pa- 

terc 1. ii. c. 102. Tacit, annal. 1. i. c. 3. Suet, in 
O&av. c. 65. Zonar. ex Dion. 6 VblL, Pa terc. 1. ii. 

c 103. 

(N) Atpbtnui Varus was or" a mean defcent, but raifed himfe'f 
by his own merit to the firft offices in the ftate. Horace racmious 
him in the third fhtyr of his firft book : 

Ut Alpbinus wafer, omrti 
Abjeelo inflrumento art is, claufaque taberna, 
Stt for erat. 



Upon which paflage Acron comments thus : Alpbinus WR3 a ra- 
live of Q'CMona, by profeffion a (hoe- maker ; but abandoning h- 

IS .1 \ *. 
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In the following confulate of L. /Elius Lamia and M. 
Sa villus.) the famous temple of the mother of the gods at 
Rome was reduced to afhes j but the flames, which did not 
refpe£fc the ftatue of the goddefs, fparcd that of the veftaf 
Claudia , who, in former times being accujed of inceft, is 
{aid to have given a glaring and miraculous proof of her inno- 
cence, by drawing afhore with her girdle the fhip which 
brought the mother of the gods to Rome, and had run a-ground 
off Oftia f . This pretended miracle is much, talked of by tie, 
Roman writers, and elegantly defer ibed by Ovid and Silius 
Italicus g . In the confulate of Sextus MUus Cat us arid 
Numidia Sentius Saturninus (O), Numidia, formerly fubdued and re- 
rehels y but duced to a Roman province by Julius Carfar* rebelled, but 
is foon re- was foon brought again under fubj edition by Pajftenus and 
duced. Cojfiis, whom Augiiftus honoured on their return to the capi- 
tal with triumphal enfigns, that is, he allowed them all thq 
privileges and honours which were peculiar to triumphant 
vt&ors h i the cuftom of triumphing being now laid afide. 
But the troubles which this year broke out anew in Armenia^ 
The Par- were not fo'eafily quelled : the Parthians^ notwithftanding the 
thiansm- treaty concluded a few years before between them and the 
made At- Romans* invaded that kingdom with a; numerous army, 
menia. Hereupon Caius 9 who was ftill in Syria , having with great 

expedition drawn together his forces, marched againft the 
enemy, and penetrating into . the heart of Armenia without, 
bppofition, appeared before Artagera. Upon his arrival , one 
Addoy whom fome call Domnes 9 the governor of the place, 

■ 

i 

r Val. Max. I. i. c. 6- Lit. I. xxxix, &c. g Ovid. 

faft. 1. iv. Sil. It At. xvi. h Vill. Patbrc. L ii. 

c. 104. 



trade, applied himfelf to the ftudy of the Roman law, under the 
famous civilian Servius Sulpicius. The great progrefs he made in 
the Roman jurifprudencc gained him fuch reputation, that he was 
judged worth jr of the greateff honours of the flatc. When he 
cficd, he was tniried at the public expence, a diftin&ion granted to 
few, and thofe perfons of the higheft merit. 

("O) When Agrifpa was recalled from the eaft, Sentius Saturninut 
and Titus Volumnim were appointed to fucceccf hirh in the govern- 
ment of Syria and Phanice. Some writers think, that Saturninus 
was governor or prendem of the province, and that Volumnim 
was only his lieutenant, or rather Augujlus** procurator under 
him ; but Jofephns fpeaks of him as in joint commiflion with 

Saturninm (32). 

($2.) Jofepb. mntiq. /. xvi. c. iz. 15. 

fcnt 
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font deputies to him, inviting him to a private interview, un- 
der pretence that he had fomething to communicate to him of 
the utmoft importance. Caiur, not fufpe&ing any treachery, 
complied with his invitation j but Addo y or, as Sir a bo calls 
him, Ador, having infenfibly drawn the unwary youth dur- 
ing the conference clofe to the wall, wounded him, and re- Caius Cas- 
tired that inftant into the city ; which the Ramans, pro- farwouna* 
voked at the treachery of the barbarian, immediately afTaulted e ^ m 
on all fides, tookbyftorm, and difmantled, after having put 
the traitor, and with him the whole garifon, to the fword 1 
(P). The wound did not prove mortal ; but neverthelefs 
weakened the body, and funk the fpirits of Caius to fuch a 
degree, that after he had driven the Partbians out of Armenia* 
and placed driobarzanes y by birth a Mede, on the throne, 
he gave himfelf up to an idle and indolent life, leaving the 
whole management of affairs to his officers and lieutenants. 
Hereupon Augujlus, who had a great defxre to fee his fa- 
vourite grandfon, recalled him to Rome ; but he, taken with 
the delights of that foft climate, and having many flatterers 
about him, who made it their conftant ftudy to feed his vici- 
ous inclinations with new pleafures, begged leave to continue 
in Syria 9 declaring, that he had rather live in the mofl remote and 
ihhofpitable corner of the earth, than return to Rome. This 
unexpe&ed propofal ftung Auguflus tp the heart, who, in his 
anfwer to him, infifted on his returning to Italy, alluring him, 
that he fhould there be allowed to do what he pleafed T Cat- 
Uf therefore, with' the utmoft reluctance, left Syria, arid fail- 
ing for Lycia y arrived at Limyra, a city of that country, 
where he died foon after in the twenty-fourth year of his His death. 

1 Vel. Paterc. 1. ii. c. 102. Strabo, 1. xi. p. 529. Zonar. 
ex Dion. 



(P) Florus relates this event in the following manner : Damitius, 
on whom the king of Parthia had conferred the government of 
Artaxata, pretending a revolt came out to meet Caius, and delivered 
into his hands a writing, which, he faid\ contained an account of 
all the king's treafures j but while he was penning it with great 
attention, the traitor, drawing a poniard concealed under his gar- 
ment, ftabbed him f 33). Sextus Ru/us follows Florus, and, by an 
unpardonable miftake, adds, that the Parthians, by way of fatis- 
Jahton for fo hold and treacherous an attempt, did then fir ft give hofta- 
Its to Octavianus Cscfar, and rejloredthe enjigm which had been taken 
from Craffus (34). 

(33) Flor. I, Iv. c. ult. (34) Sext, Ruf. in treviar. 

age 
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age k ( Q_). Thus was Auguftus* in the (pace of eighteen 
months, deprived of both his grandfons, whom he had 
adopted, and brought up to fucceed him in the fovereign 
power. His death, as well as that of Lucius^ is by fo me im- 
puted to the fecretarts of Livia 9 who left no ftonc unturned to 
advance her fon "Tiberius to the empire. 'I 'he grief of Ja- 
gujius for the death of one, whom he loved with all the ten- 
dernefs of a fond father, was great beyond exprelfion. £/. 
via and Tiberius endeavoured to comfort him ; and on this 
occafion it was that the artful Livia, who had gained an ab- 
folute fway over her hufband, prevailed upon him to adopt 
Tiberius her fon Tiberius. However, he adopted at the fame time 
adopt rd by Agripp't Pojlhumus^ the third fon of Jgrippa and Julia % 
Augiiilus, whom he had hitherto quite negledled, as being a youth of 
«rv</Ger- no parts, and of an untraceable temper. He likewife 
m.m.cus^i obliged Tiberius to adopt Germantcus y the fon of his brotbeif 
T»beriu$. Drufus, tho* he had a fon of his own ; fo that the joy of 77- 

berius in feeing himfelf at length adopted into the family and 
name of the €<zfars y was not a little allayed by this morti- 
fying and unexpected preference. His nephew Germanism 
was now become the emperor's grandfon, while his own fon 
Drufus was denied that honour », Thefe three different adop- 
tions happened on the fame day, v/z. on the fifth of the ka- 
lendsof July ; and it is remarkable, that Angujlus^ in adop- 
ting Tiberius* folemnly fwore before the people, that he adop- 
ted him for the good of the commonwealth m . At the fame 
time he conferred on him the tribunitial power, for five years 

u Velu Paterc. ibid. 1 Idem ibj/i- m Idem ibid. 
& c. 1 04. Suet, in Tiber, c. 2 1 . 

( QJ Tacitus fays he died of his wound as he was returning from 
Armenia (*?e), and Sextos Rufi<s % that he returned into Syria and 
died there ; but Suetonius, Dion CmJJius , and Velletus Pater cuius, 
whoferved under Car us 9 aflure us, that he died at Limy r a in Lyci* 
on his return to Rome, AaguJIus was extremely grieved at his death, 
and complained of Aftnius Pollio, one of his chief favourites, for 
inviting his friends to an entertainment while his grief was yet frefh. 



manner 



S UtltU UlllWUItll, 1 J**pp*.f *•/ • «•» • " '■ J - s s , 

Arterius, and can any one require more grief of a ft tend than of a fa- 
ther (36) ? The body of Cuius was conveyed to Rente, and buried 
there with great pomp. Bellonius tells us, that he faw the tomb 
and epitaph of C. Crtfar at Hama or Emefa in Syria (37) ; but that 
his bones were buried at Rome is manifeft from the following epi- 
taph, whichJs rfill to be feen in the church of the apoftles behind 
the old temple of Minerva : OJfaC. Cafaris Augufti F. Princifis 
~/u<ventutis (38). 

( 3 0 Tacit, annul. I. i c 3. ( 36) Settee, in proe<rm. I. iv. de con- 
triver. (3-) Belhn obfefvat. l.Yu (38) VideGruter. infertpt. z 3 5- 

w according 
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according: to fome writers a , but according toothers for ten o. 
Thus, by the addrefs of Livia, were all honours heaped upon 
her fon, now fole candidate, we may fay, for the fuccef- 
lion. 

While Augnjlus was thus ftrcngtbening himfelf by the The con- 
adoption of Tiberius and Agrippa, a dangerous confpiracy was fp* r <*o of 
difcovcred, at the head of which was Cornelius Cinna, grand- ^'nna. 
fon to Pornpcy by his daughter Pompeia. As feveral perfons 
of the highefr. rank were engaged in the plot, Augnfius was 
greatly at a lofs what raeafures to take in fo nice an af- 
fair. If he ufed rigour, he was afraid their friends and 
relations, who were very powerful, might raife dangerous 
difturbances to revenge their death ; if he pardoned them, he 
apprehended this might encourage others to the like attempts. 
In this perplexity he paffed feveral nights without being able 
to take the leaft reft, or come to any refolution. At length 
Lroia^ by her refined artifices, drew from him the true caufe 
of his difquiet and uneafine:fs. Dion Cajfius relates a confe- 
rence between her and the emperor, which feems rather to 
have been framed by him than real *. However that be, it 
is certain, that £he, by many ingenious and politic arguments, 
convinced him, that it was fafer in fo critical a juncture to 
life clemency than rigour. Purfuant to her advice, AuguJIus 
fent for Cinna, and taking him into his clofet, charged him 
with the confpiracy, named to him all his accomplices, and 
fhewed himfelf thoroughly informed of the place, time, and 
other circum fiances, which the confpirators had agreed on in 
their laft meeting. Cinna was thunderftruck, as we may 
well imagine, when he faw his treafon thus difcovcred, and 
himfelf in the power of the perfon whom he fought to deftroy, 
without any poflihle means of efeaping the punifhment due to 
his crime. Hi* furprife was ft i 11 greater, when Auguftus^ in- He is par- 
Head of treating him as a traitor, only upbraided him in a dated by 
gentle manner with ingratitude, putting him in mind of the Auguftuo. 
many favours he had bellowed upon him, and adding, that 
he was refolvcd to get the better of his obftinacy ; and there- 
fore not only freely forgave him, but, for his lake, all thole 
he had feduced into the fame wicked defigns ; and to Jbezn 
rev, faid he, that 1 etm fincercly reconciled to you 9 I iiozu name 
you cartful for the enjhing year. This generous behaviour made 
inch a deep impreflinn upon the mind of Cinna , that he con- 
tinued, fiom that time tuthe hour of his death, inviolably al- 

n Su et. ibid. c. 16. 0 D10. 1. lv. p. 556. * Idem ibid. 
V ul XI: I. V y tachci) 
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tachcd to the interefl: of Augujlus and his family p. It was 
about this time, and perhaps on this occafion, that the people 
offered him the title of Dominus, that is, Lord or Majler, 
which he not only refufed, but publiflied an edi£t, forbidding 
any one to addrefs him under that name > a name peculiar to 
matters with refpe£r, to their flaves, and therefore no Jefs in- 
jurious to him than to the Roman people . Towards the end 
of this year, the people earneftly intreated him to recal his 
daughter Julia ; but he anfwered, That fire and water Jhould 
fooner meet than they two ; and when the people were very 
preiling with him, he could not refrain his anger, but, in a 
violent paflion, wiflied they might have fuch zvives and fucb 
daughters. However, they prevailed upon him at length to 
change the place of her confinement, and to remove her from 
the ifland to the continent ; but he would not by any means 
fuffer her to return to Rome r . 

In the beginning of the enfuing year, when Cn. Cornelius 
Cinna, who had confpired againft Augujlus, and Z. Valerius 
Mejfala were confuls, Tiberius was fent into Germany, to 
complete the conqueft of that country, and keep in awe the 
feveral nations which had been fome years before fubdued by 
him and his brother Drufus. C. Seniius Saturninus, the laft 
year's conful, an officer of known valour and great experi- 
rience, was appointed by Augujluslo command under him, 
as one who was well acquainted with the country, he having 
been formerly Augujlus' s lieutenant in thofe parts. Velleius 
Paterculus the hiftorian attended Tiberius in this expedition, 
and ferved under him in quality of prafeclus equitum, or com- 
mander of horfe $ which poft had been held by his father, and 
at his death was conferred upon him. He tells us, that Tibe- 
rius, entering Germany, over- ran the country of the Canine- 
fates, now the province of Utrecht ; that from thence he ad- 
vanced againft the Attuati and Bruoleri, that is, the people 
of the territory of Munjler, whom he eafily reduced ; that 
the Cherufci, the inhabitants of the prefent dutchies of Brunf- 
ivic and Lumbar g, fubmitted at his approach 5 that he 
made himfelf matter of all the countries lying on the Vi~ 
furgis and the Lupins, now the TVeJer and the Lyppe ; and 
that putting his troops into winter-quarters on the banks of 
the Lupias, he returned to Rome towards the end of December, 
where he was received wiph louu acclamations by all ranks of 
men f. 



p Idem ibid. Sen ec. de clemen. I. 
Su et. :n CKrav. c. 93. X 1 p ti 1 1 . I. lv. 

r Veil* Patlrc. 1 ii. c. 104, 105, i?6. 
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In this and the following year, Rome was afflicted with a A famine 
dreadful famine, infomuch, that all foreigners, gladiators, in Rome. 
athletic or wreftlers, and flaves, except phyficians and fchool- 
mafters, were driven out of the city, and ordered to keep at 
eighty miles diftance from the capital, Auguftus himfelf fend- 
ing away the greater part of his own flaves and attendants. 
On this occafion he doubled his ufual hrg^ffes^ ordering a cer- 
tain quantity of corn to be weekly diftributed among the in- 
digent citizens, and provifions to be brought from Sicily, 
Sardinia.) and the neighbouring countries, at the public ex- 
pence, and fold at a low rate. This ftill more gained him the 
affections of the people, who were therefore for decreeing 
him new honours, which he abfolutely refufed ; but the glory 
which accrued to him from a folemn embafly fent this year to 
Rome in the name of the Parthian nation, is greatly cele- 
brated by all the writers of thofe times; for the Parthians? 
quite tired with the troubles that were daily raifed in their 
country by pretenders to the crown, had at length recourfe to 
Auguftus 1 begging him to give them a king. The emperor Augufctis 
highly pleafed with this embafly, named Vonones? one of the appoints 
fons of Phrahates? who had been fent to Rome, as we have Vonones 
obferved above, commending him both to the Parthian em- king of 
bafladors and the Roman governors in the eafh The Par- Parthia. 
thian nobility received him with great joy, and placed him on 
the throne ; which Auguftus was no lei's proud of, than if he 
had fubdued that warlike nation c . The next year, M. Mmi- 
iius Lcpidus and L. Arruntius? being con fuls, Tiberius? return- 
ing into Germany? purfued his conquefts there with furprifing 
rapidity, if Velleius his hiftorian, or rather panegyrifr, is to be 
credited. He firft fubdued the Cbauci (R), the mofr. flourifh- Tiberius 
jug and numerous nation of Germany ? and then the Lango- over-runs 
bardi or Lombardi? who furpaffed in fiercenefs all the inhabi- g rea * P are 
rants of that vaft continent. He over-ran and brought under a fGcr- 
fubjection all the countries between the Rhine and the A Ibis man y* 
or the Elbe? while his fleet ftruck terror into the warlike and 

'Strabo, !. xvi. p. 748. Tacit, annal. 1. ii. c. 2. Joseph. 
p. 620. 

(R)The Cbauci inhabited eaftF//V/7W, the counties of Olden- 
hurg and Hoya, and part of the archbifhopric of Brcmc : The 
Longobardi or Langobardi that part of the marquifatc of Brandt n~ 
burg which is now called Middlcmavck, and lies between the Elb 
and the Oder : The Semitones part of liolfatia and Si/cfia : And 
the Hermundnri part of Voitland, of Mifnict i of Upper Saxony, and of 

lite langravedom oiThuringen. 

Y v 2 barbarous 
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barbarous nations bordering on the ocean. In fhort, the i£o- 
rnau eniigns and eagles were revered and adored by numberlefs 
nations, who, till the arrival of the invincible Tiberius , had 
never heard of the Roman name. Such is the account which 
VelUius gives us of the victories and exploits of Tiberius «. But 
another writer, unbiafled by any affection or prejudice, tells 
us, that Tiberius indeed over-ran all the countries between the 
A/bis and the Vifurgis \ but performed nothing which he 
thinks worth mentioning, though both Tiberius and Auguftus 
were honoured with the title of Imperator, on account of the 
pretended fuccefs of this campaign, and Sentius Saturninns with 
The Getu- the- enfigns of triumph w . While Tiberius was carrying on 
li revolt 9 the war in Germany, Cornelius Coffus was employed in Mau- 
and are ritania againft: the Getuli, who, revolting from king Juha, 
fubducd. maflacred all the Romans fettled in his country, and commit* 

ted moft dreadful ravages in the provinces fubjedl to that 
prince. But Coffus marching againfl them, overthrew the 
rebels with great {laughter, and obliged them to fubmit upon 
what terms he thought fit to impofe upon them ; for which he 
like wife was honoured with the privileges peculiar to thofe 
Agrlpna^ w j 10 j, at j triumphed. This year Agrippa Pofthumius, having 
u' di^Ka - mcurrC( ^ the difpleafure of his grandfather Auguftus, was by 
ed a*H *" k' m D:ln ' mec ^ Co the ifland of Planajia* now Pianofa, in the 
bawjh'd Mediterranean fea. Some writers tell us, that Auguftus con- 
ceived an irrcconcileablc hatred to him on account of his ir- 
regular and fcandalous life, which he thought a difgrace to his 
familv ; whence, when mention was made of him, or the 
two fid ins, he ufed to fay with a profound figh, 0 ! had I 
lived without a wife, or died without children ! nor did he 
commonly call them by any other name than his three im- 
pofthumes* But Tacitus afcribes the difgrace of young Agrip- 
pa not to any vices of his own, but to the arts and ambitious 
views of Livia, who was glad to remove the only pcrfon 
who flood in her fon's way to the abfolute power. As Au- 
guftus was now very old, fays that writer, Livia had obtained 

inch an nfeendant over him, that, to pleafe her, he banilhcd 
into the ifland of Piano fta his only furviving grand fon Agrippa 
PoJihwiiius 9 one indeed deftitute of extraordinary talents, 
in his temper untraceable, and flupidly conceited of his 
own ftrength, but guilty of no niifdcmeanour or tranf- 
grcflion * 
The next year, when A. Licinius No va and j^. Cadlius 
Aletellus were confuls, Rome had three mighty wars to main** 



u Vell.Paterc. ibid. "Dio.l. lv.p. 557. x Tacit. 
annul. I. i. c. 1. 

tain 
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tain, *vi%. one in Germany, another in Pannonia, and the third in 
J)al/natia. In Germany, Maroboduus king of the Marcomanni 
(S), a prince of extraordinary ftrength, which was a great merit 
among the Germans, of uncommon addrefs, and great perfo- 
ual courage and experience in military affairs, having raifed 
a formidable army, confiding of feventy thoufand foot, and 
four thoufand horfe, threatened the countries lately fubdued 
by Tiberius, nay, Italy itfelf, with an invafion. Againft him Tiberius 
was fent Tiberius, who, arriving in IUyricum* divided the nu- fen* *g***fl 
merous forces he had under his command into two bodies. Marobo- 
The one he put under the conduct of C. Sentius Saturninus, duus &*rg- 
who, pui fuant Co Tiberius's orders, taking his rout through j|£ 
the territories of the Catti, and opening himfelf a pafTage j^^" 
through the Hercynian foreft (Tj, brought his legions to the 
confines of the Marcomanni, called by the antients Boioha- 
mi. As for Tiberius himfelf, he feemed to be in no greaC 
hafte to enter the lifts with the king of the Marcomanni 5 
for, under various pretences, he put off his march, and con- 
tinued in Illyricum, as if he were afraid of the enemy, or de- 
figned to fpin out the war. Auguftus was old, and Tiberius 



(S) The Marcomanni inhabited firft that country which lies be- 
tween the Rhine \ the Danube, the Cochera, and the Necker. From 
thence they paffed with the Harudes and Sedufii into Boioba~mia 9 
now Bohemia, and driving out the Boii 9 fettled there. Velleiu* 
Pate>'culut gives us an account of their migration under the conduct 
of Maroboduus (39"). They made themfelves afterwards matters 
likewife of Moravia. They were in procefs of time driven out of 
Bohemia by the Sclavonians, whofe defendants hold that kingdom 
to this day. 

(T) 'Julius Ceefar fpeaks in his commentaries of this foreft thus ; 

is nine days journey over ; vue cannot otbervjife defer ibe it, becaufe 
the Germans have no fixed mcafures of diflances. It begins on the con~ 
fines of the Helvetii, Nemctcs, and Rauraci, (that is, of Switzer- 
land, Ba/e/, and Spires j and extends along the Danube to thj borders 
of the Daci and Arnates (chat is, to Tranfi/vania) ; then turning 
/> om the river to the left, it runs through an infinite number of coun- 
tries. None could ever yet came to the end of it, or hnova its utmoji 
extent 9 though fame have gone fixty days journey in it (40) Mela. 
gives this foreft an immenfe length ; for, according to him, it ex- 
tended from the Rhine ro the county of the anticne Sarmat<c 9 
which is at pre Cent a confidcrabic part of Mufcovy. In procefs of 
time the Hercynian foreft was grubbed up, and inhabited by dif- 
ferent nations. The Black Foreft t and the foreft of Bohemia^ wero 

formerly parts of the Hercynian. 



(39) Fell, Paterc. J. ii, c 108. 
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well knew how much it would be for his intercft to have at 
his death an army under his command ready to fecond his 
ambitious views. Be that as it will, he patted great part of 
the fummer in a flate of inaction, at the head of a numerous 
and well-difciplined army. In the mean time M. Valerius 
AfeJ/hlinus, having, by Augujlufs orders, led the troops he 
commanded in Dalmatia and Pannonia into Illy ri cum, to 
reinforce Tiberius' s army there, the inhabitants of thofe two 
countries, being now awed by no Roman garifons, confpired 
to ihake off the yoke, and recover their antient liberties un- 
der the conduct of two chiefs of the fame name. The 
two Batos, for fo they were called, raifed each in his own 
country a hundred thoufand foot, and nine thoufand horfe, 
flew all the Romans who had fettled in Pannonia or Dabnatia, 
over-ran the neighbouring countries fubjecl: to the Romans, 
and, penetrating into Macedon, committed there moft dread- 
ful ravages. The two chiefs had agreed to z& jointly or fe- 
parately, as occafion mould require, and not to lay down 
their arms till they had delivered their refpedtive countries, and 
all Germany, from the Roman bondage. This general and unex- 
pected infurreition filled Rome with terror and confufion. The 
emperor, having aftembled the fenate, inftead of leflening, 
magnified the danger, telling the confeript fathers, that un- 
lefs a new army was raifed with all pofiible expedition, they 
might, in ten days, fee the enemy at the gates of Rome. Le- 
vies were therefore made without delay, the veterans were 
ordered to return to their colours, and not only freed-men, 
but great numbers of flaves, were admitted into the legions. 
By this means a numerous army was raifed, and the com- 
mand of it given to Germanicus, the fon of Drufus, and ne- 
phew of Tiberius, a youth of extraordinary accomplifhrnents. 
As for Augujlus, he left the capital, and went to refide at A- 
riminum, whence he could, with more eafe and quicknefs, 
fend his orders to the two generals, and aflift them with his ad- 
vice in the carrying on of a war, which he looked upon as the 
moft dangerous one he had yet been engaged in, the enemy's 
troops being very numerous, well difciplined, and at no great 
diftancc from Italy, which, if any misfortune mould happen 
either to Tiberius or Germanicus, they would not fail to in- 
vade, and might over-run before a new army could be raif- 
ed y. Tiberius no fooner heard that Germanicus was appoint- 
ed to command againft the revolted Pannonians and Dalma- 
tians, than he turned his arms againft them, hoping he fbould 
Lc able to leJuce them before the arrival of Germanicus, 
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whom he now looked upon as his rival, and therefore would 
have willingly deprived of the glory, which might accrue to 
him from that expedition. With this view, quitting Illyri- 
£um 9 he incamped in the country which parted Pannonia 
from the kingdom of Maroboduus^ to prevent the conjuncti- 
on of the Pannonians and the MarcomannL But in the mean 
time Bato the P anno man laid fiege to Sirmium (U) ; and, 
though defeated by Carina Sever us , governor of Masfia, had 
again recruited his army, and obliged Carina to quit the 
field. On the other hand, Bato the Dalmatian laid fiege to ^ e tranf- 
Salona ( W), and, though wounded in the attack of the place, aSlam °f 
yet marched at the head of his troops to meet MeJJalinus^ tht { cam ' 
whom Tiberius had detached againft him, gave him battle, 
aryl put him to the rout. The Roman general being obliged 
m his retreat to pafs through certain defiles, was there unex- 
pectedly fhut up, and furrounded on all fides by the enemy. 
However, he found means to make his efcape without lofing 
a man, which Paterculus magnifies as an exploit worthy of a 
triumph ; but Dion Cajjius allures us, that Tiberius afcribed 
it wholly to Bato's generofity, and that he afterwards ac- 
knowledged it as a favour, and rewarded him for it. How- 
ever that be, the two Batos foon after united their forces, 

(U) Sirmium, now Sirmi/cb, was in former times the metropolis 
of Pannonia inferior, and the place which the emperors chofe for 
their refidence, when the affairs of the empire called them into 
thofe parts. Many laws were publimed at Sirmium by the empe- 
rors, which Jacobus Gotbofredus has with great pains collected . 
The emperor Probus was killed in this city, and Tbeodofius, if we 
believe Aurelian Vitlor, firft faluted emperor by the Romans who 
were here in garifon. The emperor Decius was born in a village 
called Budalia, or Bubalia, in the neighbourhood of this city. Pli- 
ny places it near the confluence of the Save, and a river which he 
calls the Bacuntius f 4 1 ) . 

(W) Salona y one of the chief cities of Illyricum, flood on the 
Adriatic fea, at a fmall diftance from the prefent city of Spa/afro. 
It became afterwards a Roman colony, as appears from fcveral an- 
tient medals and inferiptions, in which it is called fometimes Colo- 
ma Julia, fometimes Colonia Martia, and fometimes Colouia Clau* 
ilia Augujla* It is mentioned by Lucan in the following vcrfc ; 

Zua maris Adriaci long as ferit unda Salonas (42). 

Salona was the native city of the emperor Dioclejian, who retired 
hither alter he had abdicated the empire. 



(41) Plitt, /. iii. c. 



(42) Lucan. I iv. ver. 404. 
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and incamping on mount Almus in the neighbourhood of Sir- 
mium, kept that place blocked up, and laid the country to a 
great diftance under contribution, liber I us detached Rhyme- 
takes , a petty king of Thrace, againft them, who gained in- 
deed fome advantages over them, but .was not able, though 
joined by A. Ccccina governor of Mcefta, at the head of a 
confideraWe body of Roman troops, to dillodge them E . At 
length Tiberius, who had hitherto adled only by his lieute- 
nants, marched againft them in perfon 5 but the enemy, not 
thinking it advifcable to engage him, upon the news of his 
approach, abandoned their poft, and, dividing their numerous 
forces into feveral fmall bodies, retired by different ways into 
Jktacedon, committing dreadful ravages in all the countries 
through which they palled. As winter drew near, Tiberius 
did not purfue them ; but Rhymetalces and his brother Rafii- 
polis, at the head of the Thracian auxiliaries, followed them 
clofe, and, coming up with them on the confines of Mact- 
don, gave them a great overthrow, and cut many thou fa mis 
of them in pieces *• Thefe are the exploits of Tiberius in 
this campaign, which Velleius magnifies, and extols more with 
the partiality of a panegyrift, than the fincericy of an hifto- 
rian b . As for Germanicus, he did not, it feems, enter Dal- 
matt a this year. 

Upon the approach of winter, Tiberius, according to 
his cuftom, returned to Rome, where M. Fur i us Camillus 
and Sextus Nonius ^uincliHanus were foon alter raifed to 
the confulate. During their adminiftration embafiadors came 
to Rome, both from the yews and Samaritans, to accufe 
Archelaus, to whom Augujfus had given the half of his fa- 
ther Herod's kingdom under the name of ethnarchy, of male- 
Archelaus adminiftration, tyranny, and oppreflion. Hereupon Jrche- 
depofed* laus being called to Rome to anfwer the charge brought a- 
*nd ba~ gainft him, and not being able to jufrify hxmfelf before the 
nijhed, emperor, he was by him depofed, his goods were confif- 

cated, and he himfelf bartifhed to Vienne in Gaul, where 
he ended his days. Archelaus being banifhed, Augufluszy- 
pointed Publius Sulpitius £hiirinius, who, according to 
the Greek way of writing that namcc, is, hy St. Luke, 
called Cyrenius, to be prcfidi.nt of Syria, and fent him in- 
to the call to feixc on the countries over which Archelaus 
Judaea re- had reigned, that is, Judaa, [dum<rx, and Samaria, and rc- 

dnced to a duce them to a Roman province. Cvponius, a Roman knight, 
Roman 

province. » Dio. ibid p. 569 — 571. V e l l. Pat e rc. 1. ii. c 114, &c. 

a Dio ibid *»VftLi. 1'atlrc. ibid. c Vide Sir a do, 
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was Cent with him to take upon him the government of 
them, with the title of procurator 0/ Judata* Thefe two ar- 
riving at jfgrufalem, feized all Archelaus*& effects and trea- 
fures, purfuant to the fentence pafTed againfl: him by ylugnjius y 
and having in great part abolifhed the Jewifo polity, intro- 
duced the Roman in its (lead. Coponius took on him, in the 
name of Augu/lus, the adminiftration, but in fubordination 
to the prefident of Syria , yudeea being made a part of that 
province. Thus was the power of life and death taken out 
of the hands of the yews, and placed wholly in the Rc?nan 
procurator and his fubordinate officers. All taxes were 
thenceforth paid immediately to the Roman emperor, and th$ 
yews might now fay with truth what they were heard to fay 
fome years after, IFe have no king but Caefar d . But what 
difturbanccs attended this change of government, we have 
related at length elfewhere e . While Cyrenius or Quiri?i'ui$ 
was in Judaa^ he depoCcd the high-prieft yoazar y the fon'of 
Boethus, and appointed Annas , the fon of Setb, to fuccced 
him in that office, which he held feveral years f - 

Early in the fpring, Tibjrius and Germtnicus took the 
field, the former againifc the Pannonians, and the latter a- j? x1) i 0 > ts 0 f 
gainrr, the Dalmatians. We read of no great ad vantages gain- (j e \., mil j 
ed by Tiberius ; but Gcrmanicus obliged the Dalmatians to cus 
quit the field, and fhelter thcmfelves behind the walls of their 
cities and caftles, fome of which he befieged and took. We 
are told, that while he lay before one of their ft rong- holds, 
and was ready to abandon the enterprise, on account of the 
vigorous oppofition he met with, a German, by name Pulio y 
who ferved under him, taking up a (tone of an enormous fize, 
threw it againft the wall with fuch violence, that one of the 
battlements fell with the fhock, and brought down a foldier, 
who was leaning againfl it; which ftruck the garifon with 
fuch dread, that they abandoned the city, and retired into the 
citadel, which foon after fubmitted. While they were thus 
pre/Ted by Germanicus^ a famine, occafioned by the lair and 
this year's ravages, began to rage all over their country, and 
was attended by various diflempers, arifing from their 
feeding on herbs and roots, to which they were not accuftom- 
ed. In this extremity, Bato, the chief of the Dalmatians 9 ffa J)al- 
began to think of fubmitting ; and accordingly font deputies rnatianfi 
to treat with Tiberius , who received both them an J Bato rtdnctd, 

* Dio. 1. Iv. p. 561. Joseph, antiq. 1. xvii. c. 15. & de bell. 

Judaic. 1. ii. Liohtfoot, in Johann. c. 18. ver. 31. • Vide 

Hid Univerf. Vol. X. p. 283, & feci. f Josi ; rH. ibid- 1. *viii. 
c. 3. 
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himfelf, when he appeared before him the next day, in a ve- 
ry obliging manner. The Roman afked him from his tribu- 
nal, ffHyat had induced him to revolt , and perfijl fo long, and 
with fuch ob/tinacy, in his rebellion again/} Rome ? The Ro- 
mans, anfwered Bato with great intrepidity, who, in/lead of 
Jhepherds to protect and defend us, fend wolves to devour us. 
The kind treatment he met with from "Tiberius, made fuch 
an impreflion upon his mind, that he was eafily prevailed up- 
on to turn his arms againft his name-fake and ally, whom he 
defeated, and inhumanly murdered, having perfuaded the 
garifon of a caftle, to which the unfortunate Pannonian had 
Ued after the battle, to betray him into his hands. Upon his 
death, the greater part of the Pannonians fubmitted ; but 
fome ftill continued in arms, whom Sylvanus was charged to 
reduce, and left for that purpofe in Pannonia^ with a confi- 
derable body of Romans g . 

Augujlus no fooner heard of the fubmiflion of one Bato and 
the death of the other, then he left Ariminum, and returned 
to Rome, where great complaints were made to him by the 
lenights, againft the law which he had publifhed fome years 
before, concerning unmarried perfons and fuch as had no 
children. The knights, whofe averfion to marriage proceed- 
ed from the loofenefs* of their lives, as it generally does, were 
very preffing with the emperor to get this law abolifhed. 
Whereupon Augujlus, having affembled the whole body of 
knights, ordered the married and unmarried perfons among 
them to be placed feparately ; then, obferving the former to 
be much inferior to the latter in number, he firft addreffed 
thofe who had complied with his law, telling them, that they 
alone had ferved the ends both of nature and civil foeiety ; 
that mankind was ordained male and femare to prevent mor- 
tality ; that as the fpecies could not fubfift without children, 
fo no commonwealth could be fupplied either with men for 
the wars, or for civil employments. He added, that they 
alone deferved the name of men and of fathers, and as fuch 
he praifed them, promifing to prefer them to fuch offices as 
they might tranfmit to their offspring. To the others he 
made a quite different fpeech, telling them, That he knew 
not by what name to call them ; not by that of men, for they 
had performed nothing that was manly ; not by that of citi- 
zens, fince the city might perifh for them ; nor by that of 
Romans, for they feemed determined to extirpate the Roman 
race and name ; but by what name focver he called them, 
their crime, he faid, equalled all other crimes put together : 
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for they were guilty of murder in not fuffering thofe to be 
born, who fhould proceed from them -> of impiety, in abo- 
Iifliing the names and honours of their fathers and anceftorsj 
of facrilege, in destroying their fpecies and human nature, 
which owed its original to the gods, and was confecrated to 
them : that, by leading a lingie life, they overturned as far 
as in them lay, the temples and altars of the gods, diflblved 
the government by difobeying its laws, betrayed their country 
by making it barren and wafte, and utterly demolifiied the 
city by depriving it of inhabitants. He added, that he was 
well apprifed their leading a fingle life did not proceed from 
any fentiments of virtue, but from a loofenefs and wantonnefs, 
which ought not to be encouraged nor fuffered in any civil 
government. Having ended his fpeech, he doubled the re- 
wards and privileges of fuch as had children, and laid heavy 
fines on all unmarried perfons, allowing them, however, the 
term of a year, in which fpace, if they complied with the 
law, they were to be freed from the penalty. This law ob- The Papi- 
liged all men to marry at a certain age, eftablifhed great ex- an-Popse- 
emptions and privileges to fuch as had children, and laid heavy an iaw. 
fines on all, who, after a certain age, continued fingle. It 
was called the Papian-Popaan iaw, becaufe enadted by the 
confuls M. Papius Mutilus and jf>. Popeeus Sccundus, to 
whom the confuls of this year C Sulpicius Cameriftus and 
C. Poppaus Sabinus had refigned the fafces, after having held 
them only fix months. It was alfo called the 'Julian law, 
as having been publiihed by Augujlus's order, who was of 
the Julian family. For the further encouragement of mar- 
riage, Augujius abrogated the Poconian law (X), forbidding 

married 

(X ) Nothing was more common, before the publication of this 
law, than for men to give exceflive legacies to women, and to 
leave them by will the whole eftate of a wealthy family. One of 
the laws of the twelve tables impowered all citizens to appoint 
whomfoever they pleafed to be their heirs, without regard to fex 
or relations. Thi9 law was attended with inconveniencies ; de- 
bauchery was increafed by it, and it became more eafy to debauch 
a fex, who are not always deaf to their intereft. Befides it wa» 
no uncommon thing to fee women, who were by legacies become 
richer than their husbands, infulting them, and behaving themfelvea 
in their families with great haughtinefs) To remedy this eviU ^ 
Voconius, tribune of the people, drew up a new law, which he at^ 
laft got patted in the comitia. The chief heads of this law were, 
l. Every citizen was forbidden to make any woman whatsoever 
univerfal legatee, even an only daughter not excepted. 2. A daugh- 
ter's fortune, after the death of her father, was to be proportioned 
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married women to receive any legacies above a certain fum ; 
yet, that he might not feejn to difcourage any thing that had 
the appearance of virtue, he beftowed upon fuch women as had 
vowed perpetual virginity the fame rewards and privileges as 
upon mothers h . 

Ncvetrou- During thefe tranfa&ions at Rome, the war broke out 
biestn Dal- anew in Dalmatia and Pannonia, Bato, who had fubmitted 
maiia and the year before, being the ringleader of the revolt, whether 
Pannonia. upon fome new provocation, or merely from the fickle nefs of 

his temper, we know not. Germanicus, who had acquired 
in the laft year's war a perfect knowledge of the country, 
and of the manner of righting in ufe among the rebels, 
was ordered tc lead the fame legions againft- them, which he 
had commanded the year before. He opened the campaign 
with the fiege of Rbatinurn? a ftrong city in Dalmatian 
where he was in imminent danger of perifhing, with the 
greateft part of his army j for the inhabitants having, after a 
faint refi/rance, abandoned the town, and retired into the-ci- 
tadel,* Germanic us, at the head of his legions, entered the place 

h Dio. 1. Ivi. p. 573 — 578, 

i 

to his eftate, or to be pro rata of what he had left, according to 
the eftimation of prudent men; and, generally fpeaking, the 
daughter was allowed only one fourth of her father's eftate. 3, 
It was enafted, that all the legacies of the teftator mould not ex- 
ceed one half of his eftate (43 ). This teftamentary law had been 
preceded by another, which C. Furius tribune of the people, had 
got patted, and which was thence called the Furian law. It for- 
bad, according to Ulpian* Pomponius, and Jufliniav, any RomajiCX* 
tizen to leave by legacy above the value of one thoufand afTes to 
an/ one perfon, and at the fame time condemned the legatee to 
pay four times the fum which was given him above what the law 
ftipulated ; fo that the Voconian law ought to be looked upon as a 
fupplement to this, which was probably grown out of ufe in the 
time of ^ Voconius. Cato the cenfor made a fpeech in favour of 
the Poconian law, which he inferted in his book de originibut % and 
which was in being in Liwy^s time. There are fome fragments of 
it ftill extant in dulus Gellitis. Cicero fixes the paffing of the Voco- 
nian law to the year of Rome 584, when Quintus Marcius Philip- 
pus and Cneiui Servilius Capto were confuls (44). From that time 
it continued in force to the reign of dngujius t who revoked it in fa- 
vour of Lrvia, to whom he was refolved, as Dion Cajfius informs 
us, to devife by will great part of his eftate; but that hiftorian 
f peaks fo ambiguoufly of the Voconian law, that he has given the 
civilians occafion to put different interpretations upon ic. 

(43) Cic. dc Jinibus, & Vtrrina 1. AuL Gel/. Noel. Attic, L xx. 
<r, 10, Pardian. in Par. 1. (44) Cic. defined. 
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with a defign to attack the citadel ; but while the Romans Germani- 
were bufy in planting their machines and ladders, they faw cus'j troop 
themfclves all on a fudden furrounded by flames, the inhabi- in great 
tants having filled their houfes with all forts of combuftible ma- danger % 
terials before rhey abandoned them, and appointed fome refo- 
lute perfons to fet fire to them when the Romans were enter- 
ed. The legionaries, to avoid the fire, crowded round the 
citadel, which flood at fome diftance from the houfes : but, 
by avoiding one kind of death, they met with another ; for 
the befieged plyed them with fuch Showers of darts, arrows, 
and ftones from the citadel, that the ground was in an inftant 
covered with heaps of dead bodies. In this extremity the 
Romans attempted to fcale the fortrefs 3 but met with fuch a 
vigorous refiftance as quite dilheartencd them. Nothing 
therefore now remained but to attempt a retreat through the 
flames, and this they effected, but with great lofs, many of 
them being crufhed by the ruins of the houfes, fuffocated by 
the fmoke, or deftroyed by the fire, which with great vio- 
lence flamed our of the houfes on either fide the ftrcet through 
which they pafTed. In the night the befieged abandoned the 
fortrefs, which began to take fire, and concealed themfelves 
in the neighbouring woods. Hereupon Germamctts, having He reduce. 
waited till both the city and citadel were reduced to afhes, federal ci 
led his legions againft Seretium, another city of great impor- ties. 
tancc in the fame country, which he inverted, and reduced in 
a fhort time, though Tiberius had in vain attempted the re- 
duction of it the year before. Being encouraged with this 
fuccefs, and no enemy appearing in the field, he divided his 
army into ieveral bodies, and laying fiege to different places 
at the fame time, made himfelf matter of moft of their ftrong- 
holds. But, in the mean time, Angu/ius, impatient to fee 
this war ended, ordered Tiberius to march likewife into Dal- 
matian and haften the final reduction of that country. Tibe- 
rius, without loiing time in befieging and taking cities, went 
in fearch of Balo, who had under his command a confider- 
aMe body of PunnoHums and Dalmatians ; and having met 
iiim in the neighbourhood of Anderium or Andetrium ( Y), a 

ftrong 

(Y) This city is called by Ptolrmy Andecrium, by Dion Cajtut 
Anderi utn , but that its true name was Anditrium, is manifeft from 
the following inlci iption to be feen in Span: 

Item viam Gabiniam 
Ah Salauis Andetrium aperuit 

et tnunit per Leg . vn. ( 4 S ) 
(45) on, wife* crud. antiq. p. 179. 

Flinj 
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flrong cattle, fituated on a fteep and inacceflible rock, ofFered 
hin battle; but Bato declining an engagement, retired into 
the cattle, and potted his troops on the tops of the neighbour- 
ing mountains, where rw thought the enemy would fcarce 
venture to attack them. Tiberius boldly advanced through 
the narrow palTages among the mountains to the foot of the 
rock on which Andctrium flood, with a defign to befiege it; 
but was greatly alarmed, when he faw himfelf all on a fudden 
furrounded by the enemy, who, defcending from the mouji- 
tains, had feized on the defiles, and by that means cut ofF 
his retreat. He expected to find at jndetrium the Caudine 
Forks ; and truly he muft have inevitably perifhed wkh his 
whole army, had the Dalmatians fhewed as much bravery 
and refolution as the Samnites did on the like occafion ; but 
while Tiberius gave all up for loft, as not being able either 
to retire or advance, the cowardly Dalmatians, feized with 
a panic, abandoned their potts, and, retreating in diforder 
to the tops of their mountains, left all the avenues open to 
the Roman general, who thereupon advancing without oppo- 
fition to the foot of the rock on which the cattle flood, fum- 
moned it to furrender. Bato, finding he could not depend 
upon his men, hearkened to the offers made him, and leav- 
ing the cattle in the night, delivered himfelf up to Tiberius, 
who received him with great demonstrations of kindnefs, 
and allowed him to retire to what part of the world he plea£ 
cd, after he had folemnly promifed never to bear arms agamft 
the Romans. But the garifon of Andetrium ftill held out, and 
the place was not taken but after repeated affaults, in which 
great numbers of the Romans loft their lives. At length they 
capitulated, and furrendered upon honoufable terms, which 
Tiberius religioufly obferved l . At the fame time Ger ma ?iteus 
made himfelf mafter of Arduba, a town no-ways inferior in 
ftrength to Andetrium, and defended by as numerous a gari- 
fon ; but the reduction of that important place was more 
owin°- to the difagreement which reigned among the inhabi- 
tant^ than to the valour of the Romans ; for the greater part 
of the citizens being for furrendering and fubmuting to the 

i Idem ibid. p. 578-581. 

Plfry likcwife calls it Andccrtum (46 ^ ; but Strabo, Andretrium, It 
Hood on a deep rock, and was furrounded on all fides by deep 
vallics and torrents, which rendered it almoft inacceflible ^7). " 
ib now known by the name of Clijfa (48). 

(+6\ Plin. I. Hi. c. 22. (47) Diq. i. lvi. p. 579- <4 8 ) 
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yoke, the women, more fond of their antient laws and liber- 
ties than the men, joined fome Roman deferters, and falling 
upon their hufbands, made a great flaughter of them. But 
the men prevailing at length, fubmitted, and the unhappy 
women, difdaining to outlive the Iofs of their liberty, either 
threw themfelves headlong from the walls, or fetting fire to 
their houfes, confumed themfelves and their children in the 
flames. After this, the two Roman generals uniting their The tva* 
forces, over- ran all Dalmatia and Pannonia, reftoring every ended ^ 
where peace and tranquillity, and obliging the inhabitants to 
deliver up their arms, and return to their former employments. 
The war being thus ended, to the great fatisfadfcion of Au- Honours 
gujlusj Tiberius and Germanicus returned to Rome % where decreed to 
they were decreed triumphal honours, and two triumphal Tiberius 
arches, which by a decree of the fenate were to be erected Ger- 
in Pannonia, and adorned with magnificent trophies. The manicus- 
title of imperator was conferred on Augujlus, and Germanicus 
was allowed to ftand for the confulate before he attained the 
age required in other candidates, and to vote in the fenate be- 
fore the fenators of confular dignity. As for Tiberius, it was 
decreed that his fon Drufus, though he had no fhare in the 
war, fhould be admitted into the fenate, and deliver his opi- 
nion, after he had executed the office of quaftor, before thofe 
who had been praetors. The lieutenants both of Tiberius and 
Germanicus were rewarded with praetorian honours, that is, 
were allowed all thofe honours and privileges which thofe en- 
joyed who had been prsetors 

But the joy, which the total reduction of Pannonia and 
Dalmatia occaftoned in Rome, was allayed and changed into 
the deepeft melancholy by the difmalnews of the intire defeat 
of §>uintilius Far us by the Germans under the conduct of jfr- 
minius, which was brought to Rome five days after the arrival 
of Germanicus and Tiberius. Quintilius Varus was born, as 
Velleius Paterculus exprefles it, rather of an illuftrious than a 
noble family, had governed Syria, and been removed from 
thence into Germany to keep thofe countries in awe, which 
had been lately fubdued by the Romans. When he firfl: en- n . ... 
tered Syria, he found that province rich, fays Velleius, and ^^J"* 
was himfelf poor 5 but when he came away, he was rich, vo ^ es ffc~ 
and the province poor. In Germany he purfued the fame me- Germans 
thods of filling his coffers as in Syria , loading the people with his ex- 
heavy taxes, and felling without diftin&ion to the natives tortious* 
thofe employments which his predeceflbrs ufed freely to be- 
ftow on fuch as were nobly born, or had fignalizcd their at- 
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tachment to the Romans. The Germans , before the arrival 
of Varus ^ had begun to bear the yoke with lefs reluctance ; 
they had quitted their forefts, built fome cities, where they 
lived in a fociable manner, under the protection of the Roman 
laws, and forgetting their native favagenefs, had for fome 
time applied themfeJves to the peaceable arts of hufbandry. 
But the extortions and rapines of the new governor revived 
in that warlike nation their antient love of liberty, e Arranged 
their minds from Rome, and infpired them with an eager de- 
iire of fliaking off" a yoke which they could no longer bear. 
Among the Germans was a young nobleman of extraordinary 
parts, of uncommon penetration, and great valour, named 
Arminius. He was the fori of Sigifmer, one of the rnoft 
powerful lords of the Catti 9 had ferved with great reputation 
in the Roman armies, and been honoured by Augufius with 
the privileges of a Roman citizen and the title of knight. But 
the love he had for his country getting the better of his gra- 
titude, he refolved to improve the general difcontent which 
reigned in the nation, to the advantage of his countrymen, 
Armlnius anc * c ^ e ^ vrer tnem from the bondage of a foreign yoke. With 
/firs up the tn * s v * ew ne engaged underhand, by means of his friends 
Germans an d emi/Taries, in a confpiracy againft the Romans 9 the chief 
againfl the lords and leaJing men of all the nations between the Rhine 
Romans, and the Elbe ; and then to draw Varus from the neighbour- 
hood of the former river, where he might with great eafe 
and quicknefs receive fuccours from Gaul, he fuggefted to 
him the necemty of (hewing himfelf to the inhabitants of the 
&** more diflant provinces, and adminiftering juftice among them, 

treachery* anc j accu doming them by his example to live after the Roman 

manner, which, he fuid, would more effectually render them 
obedient to Rome* than the Roman fword. As Varus was a 
man of a peaceable temper, indolent, and a great lover of 
his eafe, he readily came into the propofal of the crafty 
Arminius, and, quitting the neighbourhood of the Rhine* 
marched into the country of the CberufcL There he 
made it his whole bufinefs to civilize the barbarians, by 
introducing among them the Roman laws and manners. He 
was continually employed in healing caufes, an J deciding ci- 
vil controverfies ; infomuch that his tent looked more like 
the tribunal of a praetor, than the pra;torium of a gentcal- 
And indeed this was a more I ui table employment to the ge- 
nius of Virus, than military expeditions ; not that he wanted 
courage, but becaufe he loved his eafe, and thought he could 
better tame the barbarians by acting the law-giver than the 
general. In the mean time the confpiracy being ripe for 

execution, and the Germans ready to rife u^on the firffc no- 
tice, 
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tice, Ar minim > under pretence of clearing the high- ways of 
robbers, and keeping fome places in awe, as if they defigncd 
to revolt, perfuaded Varus to fend out feveral detachments, 
by which means his army being weakened, fome diftant na- 
tions in Germany rofe up in arms by Arminius's directions, 
while thofe, through which he was ro pate in marching a- 
gainft them, pretended to be in a ftate of profound tranquilli- 
ty, and ready to join the Romans again ft their rebellious 
countrymen. Varus, upon the firft news of the revolt, 
inarched with three legions, a confiderable body of horfe, 
and fix cohorts, to reduce the rebels, being attended by Ar- 
minius and his father Sigifmer, who, taking upon them to be 
his guides, led him into a thick foreft, furrounded on all . , 
fides with fteep hills and marftiy grounds. There, while Varus and 
the legionaries were bufy in cutting down trees to open hi* legions 
themfelves a paffage through the foreft, and no- ways upon furprifed 
their guard, as not fufpe&ing any treachery, a great body Q f**df*r> 
Germans appeared unexpectedly, and, difcharging upon them raun ^- 
a fiiower of darts, killed a great number of them before they 
could rally, and put themfelves in a pofture of defence. 
However, they formed themfelves at laft in order of battle, 
fo far as the ground would allow 5 but a heavy rain falling, 
which rendered their arms aimoft quite ufelefs, and the bar- 
barians pouring in upon them hourly iri vaft crouds, they at- 
tempted to retire to a neighbouring valley 5 but finding all 
the avenues befet with numerous bodies of the enemy, they 
were forced to continue all that night, and the next day, ex- 
pofed to the darts and arrows which the barbarians incefiant- 
ly fhowered upon them. In this extremity Varus, giving up Varus and 
all for loft, and being dangcroufly wounded, put an end to mo ft of the 
his life with his own fword, following therein the example of officers lay 
his father and grandfather, who had both fallen by their own 
hands, the former after the battle of Philippic and the latter hands on 
after that of P bar folia , or, as fome writers will have it, af- 'W^™'- 
.ter the defeat of Dotnitius in Africa. Moft of the chief offi- 
cers fcorning to outlive their general, or to be made prifoners 
by the barbarians, laid violent hands on themfelves. The 
greateft part of the cavalry opened themfelves a way through 
the enemy fword in hand, and made their efcapc ; with them 
Vala Numonius, one of Varus 9 s lieutenants, abandoning the 
foot, which he commanded, ai rived fafe at the Rhine, where 
he foon after peri Hied as a defer ter, but of what kind of death 
our author has not thought fit to acquaint us. Cs/onius 9 ..n- 
other of Varus's lieutenants, after the retreat of the cavalry, 
and the death of Varus, and moft of the other officers, \s as 
for lurrendering at diilrcticn. But this motion celt him dear 

Vol. XIII. A a a xur 
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for lie was immediately tried as a coward by the furviving of- 
ficers, fentenced to death, and executed ; to fuch a degree 
were cowards abhorred ift the Roman armies. And now a 
very fmall number of the legionaries, and fcarce any officers* 
being left alive, the ehemy abandoned them as it grew dark, 
and fell upon the baggage. In the mean time the Roman 
trumpets founding, probably to call thofe together who were 
difperfed up and down the foreft, the barbarians imagined, 
that Afprenas^ who was quartered at a fmall diftance from 
that neighbourhood, was come to the affiftance of his coun- 
trymen ; and therefore, after having plundered the baggage, 
they retired in the night, and gave the few legionaries, who 
outlived that fatal day, an opportunity of faving themfelves 
24 a ft of the by flight. Thus were three complete legions and fix cohorts 
icgiojtaries 5l Imoft intirely cut off, the greateft overthrow, if Velleiusvi 
cut in to be credited, the Romans had received ever fince the defeat 
pieces. Q f Q ra Jfus by the ParthiansK The legions that periflhed oa 
Year after this occafion were the bell: of the whole empire for valour, 
the flood, d ;f c jpij nCj anc j experience; fo that the news of this lofs threw 

After tlie cit y illto the utmo ^ confirmation, there being few fa- 
Chrilt 1 1 rnilies there that had not a (hare in the common misfortune. 
Of Rome,' As for Auguflus^ he fct no bounds to his grief, but upon the 
7 - 9 . ' firft news of fo dreadful and unexpected an overthrow, he 
rle con- tore his garment, and, like one befide himfelf, knocked his 
cern of head againft the wall, crying out, Re/lore the legions, VV 
Auguftus rus. This he was obferved to do in the tranfports of his 
for this grief for feveral months, letting in the mean time his hair 
overthrow ail j beard grow, and abandoning himfelf intirely to grief and 

forrovv. However, he did not forget to provide with all pof- 
fxble care for the fafety of Rome and Italy : he placed guards 
in all the quarters of the city, to prevent tumults and diftur- 
bances; he rai fed new levies, obliging all the Roman youth, 
who were able to bear arms, to lift themfelves, confiscating 
the eftatcs of fuch as refufed to give in their names, and even 
threatening the mod refractory with death: he vowed the 
great games to Jupiter , as had been formerly done in the 
wars with the Metrji and Cimhri : in fhort, Auguflus never 
forgot this fatal day, but obferved it the remaining part of his 
life as a day of mourning. Some time after the news of this 
n J d misfortune had reached Rome, the head of §htintilius Varus 
Varus was fent to Augujius by Maroboduus king of the Marcoman- 
'Lit to 5 DUt wliac hiduced him to make that prefent to the em- 

Rome, peror, hiftory does not inform us. From his having the 

i Dio. p. 582—585. Vbll. Paterc. 1. ii. c. 117. Ta- 
cit, annal. 1. 1. c. 62. 

head 
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head of the deceafed general, it was concluded at Rome, that 
he had contributed to his deftru£tion. However that be, the 
emperor, though he had great reafon to be difpleafed with 
Varus , received his remains with great refpe&, and caufed 
them to be honourably interred in the tomb of his anceftors 
Dion tells us, that when news of this defeat was firft brought 
to Rome, no- body doubted there, but the German /, after fo 
complete a victory, would pafs the Rhine, and invade at the 
fame time Gaul and Italy 5 but that the fear and confterna- 
tion which had feized the city were much abated, when they 
imderftood, that Lucius Jfprenas, nephew to Varus, guarded 
the banks of the Rhine, and that the barbarians, fatisfied 
with the advantages they had gained, neglected to improve 
them. However, as the emperor afcribed this fatal over- 
throw to the anger of the gods, and gave credit to feveral 
pretended prodigies (Z), which were related to him, his 
fears were not quite rpmpved til} the enfuing year, vyhen 77-' Tiberius 
berius, after the ejection of the new confuls, P. Cornelius, fait into 
Dolahella and C. Junius Silanus, leaving Rome, pafled the Germany. 
Alps, and entering Germany, obliged the rebels, though elat- 
ed with their late fuccefs, to retire from the neighbourhood 
of the Rhine, and lay afide all thoughts of raifing disturbances 
in Gaul. Velleius Paterculus tells us, that he over- ran great 
part of the country, that he forced Arminius to fly before 
him, that he penetrated into the countries of the Catti and 
Cherufci, which he laid wafle with fire arid fword, and ? in 
Ihort, that he- fuljy revenged the death of Varus, and the 
^laughter of his legions n . But whatever that biafled hiftorian 
may write in commendation of t Tiherius, Dion CaJJius aflures 
us, that he never attempted to bring back tp their duty any 
of the revolted nations, but kept his troops in the neighbour- 
hood of the Rhine, not daring tq ftir from that river for fea? 
of fome furprize. In the latter end of the year he celebrate^ 

« Dio. ibid. Suet, in Odlav. p. 182. n Vill. Pv 

terc. ibid. 

fZ) The temple of Mars was (truck with lightning : a fwarm of 
gralhoppers appeared over the city, and were difperfed by the 
Avail owb : great rocks fell from the top of the /llps y and (ire was 
feen to iflue out of the ground in various places : a ftatue of Vic- 
tory on the confines of Germany, with its face towards that country, 
changed its pofture, and turned its face towards Italy, Thcfe pre- 
tended prodigies gave the old emperor great uneafinefs, which was 
not removed till the next year, when liberiui entered Germany at 

tj*c head of a numerous army . 

A a a 2 Til? 
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the birth-day of Auguflus in his camp with public games, and 
then returned to Rome °. 
The poet This year the ingenious and celebrated poet Ovid 
Ovid ba- wa s banifhed to Tamos (AJ, for feeing fome lewd and fcan- 
nj/hed. dalous action of jfuguflus y who had not even in his old age 

renounced the vices of his youth. That this was the true 
caufe of his difgrace and misfortune, the poet himfelf tells us 
in exprefs terms : Why did I fee, fays he, what I ought not 
to have fecn ? Why did 1 make my eyes criminal p ? (B). Fear 
reftrained him, as is evident, from explaining himfelf any 
farther, and letting his readers into the particulars of this my- 

© Dio. ibid. p. 586- p Ov id. Trill. I. ii. ad Auguft. 

( A) Tomos, Tomi, or T 'mis, ftood on the Euxine fea, and was the 
m«tropolis of Lower Mcefia : for Alccfea extended from the confln- 
ence of the Sarve and the Danube to the Euxine fea, being bounded 
to the fouth by the mountains of Dalmatia, and to the north by 
mount Hamus-, and was divided into the Upper and Lower Mmjk\ 
the former contained all the country that lies between the Ciabrus, 
now the Aforava, and the conflux of the Danube and the Save, and 
the latter the reft of the country to the Euxine fea ; fo that the 
Upper M/xfia comprehended part of Bofnia and Servia, and the 
Lower Bulgaria, The antients comprifed under the name of 
Fontus that part of Lower Maefia which bordered on the Pontus 
Euxinus ; and hence the city of Tomi is by them called a city of 
Pontus, though it did not belong to the kingdom of Pontus properly 
fo called, which we have elfewhere defcribed at length (40). The 
ancient city of Tomos is at prefent, according to Niger called Canftan* 
tia ; according to Ctelius Caligninus, Tomifwar ; according to 
Ciofanius, Kiow or Kiovia, there being in the neighbourhood of this 
laft city a lake called by the inhabitants Oviduue jezero, that is, 
Ovid's lake. Whence it was called Tomos, is well known from 
the following diftich out of Ovid. 

J/ide Tomos difitts locus hie, quia fer fur in illo 
Membra Jot or f rat r is con/ecuijfefui 50) . 

The poet fpcaks of Medea. 
(B; Hia words are ; 

Cur aliquid vidi P cur noxia lumitta feci ? 
Cur imprudenti cognita culpa mibt f 

(49 J Vide Hi fior. Vniverf. Vol IX. p. 233, & fcq. ( 50) Ovid. 
Trifi* /. ///. el eg 9. 

iicry 
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ftery (C). The pretence Augujius made, ufe, of for banifhing 
him was, the poifonous books he had wrote .of the art of Iove 9 
whence Sidonius Apollinaris and others afcrioe his difgrace to 
the Iewdnefs of his mufe, as he does himfelf in feveral places 
of his works out of compliafance to Atfgttjly$i and to.prevent 
any farther inquiries. But it is very certain^ that he was in 
high favour with Augujius long affer he had publiihed his boqlgs 
of love ; for which we cannot perfuade ourfelves, that the 
emperor would have inflicted fo fevere a puntfhment qn the 
poet, after he had written himfelf verfes of that nature, fome 
of which have reached our times, and are more fcandalous than 
any we read in Ovid, As for yulta, AuguJZus's daughter, 
Jhe had been many years in banijhment before Ovid's misfor- 
tune, and all the accomplices of her debaucheries punifiied 
with the utmoft feverity. But whatever was the true 
caufe of his difgrace and banifhment, he was ccmfined to an 
inhofpitable climate, and there lived, or rather pined, to the 
hour of his death, without ever bejrjg aljle to prevail i^pqn 
the emperor, either by his friends., or hi* iffe&ing letter, to 

(C J Augujius, though ftrickea in years, had not yet renounced 
the vices of his youth, but carried on an amour with a lady of 
great diftin&ion, whofe name has not been tranfmieted to us. The 
lady's hufbmd, either out of fear or camplaifanee, pretended for 
along time to be quite unacquainted with the whole affair j but at 
length the fcandal becoming public, he grew very uneafy, and im- 
parted his concern, and the caufe of it, to one Atbenodorus, who 
had been preceptor to Tiberius, and was in great favour with Auguf- 
tus. Not long after Augujius fent a covered litter for the lady, and 
Arhenodorus, who happened to be with the hufband when the mef- 
fenger arrived, in order to deter Augufius from fuch fcandalous 
practices, and warn him of the danger, to which they expofed 
him, difguifed himfelf in the lady's drefs, and covering his face, 
placed himfelf in the litter, and was coveyed in that attire to the 
emperor's apartment, who was no leCs frightened than furprifed 
to fee, inftead of the lady, whom he impatiently expected, a man 
with a drawn fword in his hand Hart out of the litter ; but Ashena- 
dorus, difcovering himfelf in that inftant, You fee ', faid he, to what 
dangers your unfeafonable paffton expofes you ; an enemy inftead of a 
friend might have laid bold of this opportunity to deprive the republic 
of fo gracious a prince. Augujius took his advice in good part, and 
returned him thanks ; but whether he reformed his conduct we know 
not (51). Some writers conjecture, that to this adventure was 
owing 0<vid\ misfortune, who, as he had free accefs to the empe- 
ror, might have been an eye-witnefs of his fright and furprife ; a 
conjecture which we dare neither warrant nor reject. 



(51) Zonar, I, x. fub, fin* 
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mitigate the rigour of the firft fentence by removing him to a 
more friendly climate (D). 

The 

(D) 0<vid was bqrn in the confulftiip of Hirtius and Pan/a, as he 
himfelf attefts, and confequently was fifty complete when he was, 
banilhed. This he defigned to tell us in the following lines : 

F oft que meos ortus Pi pea njinSus ali*va 9 

dhftulerat decies pnemia *vl8or eques ; 
Hum maris Euxini pofitos ad lava *I omit as 

Qyarere me larfi principis irajubft. ( 5 2). 

That is, as he exprefles himfelf better in his book, In Iben 9 whi$ 
he w^ote on his firft going to Tomos againft his accufers ; 

lempus ad hoc lujfris mibi jam bis qmnque peraftis. 

For by no final 1 miftake he frequently confounds the olym- 
piads, which contained the fpace of four years, with the Roma 
1 ultra, containing the fpace of five. Had he lived but ten olympi- 
ads, he had been only forty, but ten Itfftra make him fifty. la his 
third book Triftium, he tells us, that he had pafled his firft winter 
in Pontus, that is, the firft year of his banifhment ; for he had fpsnf 
the former winter in his journey ; 

Frigora jam zephyr i minuent ; anno que peraclo , 

Longior aniiquis <vifa Mafotis byems : 
lmpojitamque Jsbi qua? non bene per tu lit He Hen, 

Tempora no&urnis aqua d turn a facif (53). 

In the Gtfth book he fpeaks of the fecond year of his baniflunent j 

TJt patria eareo, bis frugibus area trita eft i 
D'JJtluit nudo prejja bis uva pede (54). 

Jn his fifth book he mentions the beginning of his third winter in 

Pontus : 

TJt fumus in Panto, ter f 'rigor e confiitit I per ; 
Fail a eft Euxini dura ter unda maris (55). 

In his firft book of Pontus he takes notice pf the fourth winter h? 
lived in exile in the following lines ; 

Hie me pugnantem cum frigore t cumque fagittis, 

C unique meo fato % quart a fatigat byems (56)* 

(52^ Owd. TrJft. J. iv. eleg ultima. (53) Idem Trift. I. HI 
eleg. 12. (54) Idem, I. vi. ibid, tleg. 4. (55)2?%' 1®. (56; 2 « 
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The next year, M. JEmillus Lepidus and T. St at Hi us Several 
Taurus being confuls, Juguftus publiflbed an edi£r, forbidding lauaspub- 
aJl augurs, aftrologers, and fortune-tellers, to utter, either li/bed by 
in private or in public, predictions concerning the death of AuguftusJ 
any perfon whatfoever \ not that he was under any apprehen- 
fion himfelf, fays our hiftorian, for he had caufed his nativity 
to be calculated, and publicly expofed, but on account of 
the disturbances which thefe impoftors had occafioned in fome 
noble families. He likewife revived the edict forbidding any 
of the equeftrian order to fight in the arena, threatening fuch 
as fhould dare to tranfgrefs it, with infamy, the confutation 

The fifth elegy of the fourth book De Ponto is addreffed to Sextus 
Pompeius, who with Sextus Apu/eiut was conful the year Auguftus 
died, and in the fixth of the fame book, infcribed to Brutus , he 
mentions the death of Auguftus, and alfo of Fabius Maximus, who 
died, as is plain from Tacitus (57), in the firft year of Tiberius'* 
reign ; at which time the poet had paffed the fifth year of his ba- 
nilhment, and was then in the fixth, as appears from the following 

verfes ; 

In Scytbia nobis quinquennis Qlympias a3a eft 9 
Jam tempus luflri t ran/it in alterius. 

The fixth year he mentions alfo in the beginning of the tenth elegy 

to Albinovanus ; 

H*ec mihi Cimmerio bis tertia ducitur <rftas 
Lit tor e % pellitos inter agenda Get as. 

And in the thirteenth to Cams 5 



f ed me jam. Care, ni*vali, 

Sexta relegatum brum a % fub axe videt. 

In the fame elegy he fpeaks of a poem, written by him on the apo- 
theofis of Auguftus in the language of the Qeta ; 

Ah f pudet, W Getico Jcripji fermone libellum x 

Stru&aque junt noftris barbara verba modis. 

Et placui, gratare mrbi, ca pique poet<c 
Inter inbttmanos nomen habere Getas. 

He died in the feventh, or, as others will have it, in the eighth "year, 
of his banifhmcnt, and was buried near the city of Tornos (,5 S). 

(57) Tacit, at mat J, x, c. 5. (58) Hieronym, in Chyj?tic9* 
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of (heir eftates, and death itfelf. He extended his care to 
the diftant provinces, ordering, that no public honours fhould 
be befrowed on the governors fent thither, during the time of 
their admin iftration, nor within fixty days after their departure. 
The haughty and imperious airs which fome proconfuls and 
propraetors had aflumed, gave rife to this edi£fc, the emperor 
judging that the extraordinary honours, which were often 
conferred upon them, infpired them with pride, and made 
them look upon thofe, over whom they were placed, with an 
eye of contempt. As there were this year fixteen perfons of 
diftin&ion who (rood for the prsetorftiip, Auguflus, unwilling 
to difgufl: any of the candidates, named them all to that dig- 
nity, but the next year reduced their number again to twelve. 
He raifed Drufus, the fon of Tiberius by his firft wife Vipja- 
nia Agrippina, to the quaeftorfhip, though he had not yet 
attained the age required for the difcharge of that employ- 
ment, and named Germanicus conful for the enfuing year p * 
After this he fent both Tiberius and Germanicus into German} 
at the head of two very numerous armies, but, during the 
whole campaign, they did nothing which hiftorians have 
thought worth recording: they pafTed the fummer on, or near, 
the banks of the Rhine, contenting thernfelves to keep the 
Germans in awe at a diftance, and to prevent them from in- 
vading Gaul. Abput the middle of the autumn, they re- 
paffed the Alps 9 and returned to the capital, without having 
fo much as attempted the reduction of the provinces, which 
had ihaken off the yoke, and brought fo dreadful a calamity 
upon Rome. Upon their return Augujlus honoured Tiberius, 
for what exploits we know not, with a triumph, which he 
had formerly refufed him, when he had a far better claim 
to it «. 

And now Augujlus, not being able, on account of his 
great age to bear the whole burden of public affairs, affumed 
Tiberius, we may fay, for his collegue in the fovereign power, 
inverting him with a far more ample and extenfive authority, 
than he had ever granted to his fon- in- law and faithful mini- 
fter Agrippa. The decree which the confeript fathers palled, 
at the emperor's requeft, in favour of Tiberius, was couched 
in the following terms : At the rcquejl of the people of Rome 
we grant to Caius Julius Cacfar Tiberius the fame authority 
over the provinces, and all the armies of the Roman Jfate. 
which Auguftus has held, which he Jlill retains, and which 
we pray the gods he may long enjoy r . This decree, which put 



p Dio. ibid. p. 586. 

cul. 1. ii, c. 121. 



1 Suet. Dio. ibid. ' Vell. Pater- 

Tibcriuh 
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Tiberius in a manner, upon the level with Auguftus y was pro- 
pofed, according to Suetonius^ by the confuls no doubt at 
the requeft, or rather by the command, of Augujlus. The 
next year, Germanicus Cafar and Fonteius Capita being 
confuls, Auguflus^ by a fpecial edi£t, declared the authors 
of all lampoons, and fatirical writings, attacking or black- 
ening the reputation of any perfon whatfoever, guilty of 
hi<*h treafon, and puni friable with death. In the times 
of the republic actions indeed were pu mined, fays Tacitus^ 
but words were free ; Augujius was the fir ft who brought li- - ^ 
bels under the penalties of the law of majefty, or of trea- ,* ^ 
fon c . By the fame edi£r, the aediles in the city, and the JJJjj. ffc 
governors in the colonies and municipia were ftri£Uy enjoined j atw 0 y 
to make a diligent fearch after all libels and lampoons, to tnajefy. 
commit them to the flames, and to proceed with the u t mo ft 
rigour again ft the authors of them. This put a flop to the 
liberty or rather licentioufnefs of the libellers, but was at- 
tended by molt dreadful confequences under the fucceeding 
emperors, who abufed this wrefted law to the deftruclion of 
many innocent perfons, whom on other accounts they difiiked. 
Towards the end of this year, Auguftjis wrote two letters, -^uguflus 




authority to Tiberius over the fenate, which he himfelf had manicus to 
enjoyed, but would have all others, thofe of his own family the fenate. 
not excepted, to pay an intire obedience to that venerable 
body. In his letter ^o the fenate he begged the fathers not 
to be at the trouble for the future of waiting upon him, 
according to their cuftom, at his houfe, adding, that he hop- 
ed they would dilpenfe with him for not at rending in the 
fenate-houfe as formerly, fuch an attendance being very in- 
convenient to him by reafon of his age ; he defired they 
would appoint him, twenty counfellors out of their body, with 
whom he might advifc in matters of importance relating to 
the ftate ; the fenate readily granted him his rcquell, and 
moreover decreed, that whatever he Ihould refolve upon with 
the twenty fenators afligned him, the confuls for the year, 
the confuls ele£t, and his adopted fon and nephew, mould 
have the fame force as if voted and pafled in the fenate u . 
The following year, when C. SHius and. L. Munacius Plancus 
were confuls, the fourth term of his ten years being near 

* 

f Suet, in Tiber. & Tacit, an rial. 1. i. c. 3. *• Tacit, ao.- 
I- »• u Dio. ibid. p. 588. 

Vol. XIII. fibb c «dcd, 
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Renews ended, he accepted, though much againft his will, fays Dion 
bis term of CaJJius, of the government of the republic for ten years longi 
ten years C r ; and at the fame time renewed the tribunitial power in fa- 
the fifth vour Q f Tiberius f or the like fpace of years w . As for Drufus, 
time. r on G f Tiberius, he im powered him to fiand for the con- 

fulatc after two years^ though he had not yet difcharged the 
office of prastor ; but as both he and Germanicus had places in 
the fenate, and it was natural to fuppofe that their fentiments 
were thofe of Augujius, which none of the confeript fathers 
would dare to contradict, he ordered them not to vote, or 
any ways declare their opinion, in fuch matters as were de- 
bated by the confeript fathers. Augujius having thus fettled 
matters at home, and made his will, which he delivered to 
the veftal virgins, refolved once more to attempt the reduc- 
tion of Germany., and the revenging the death of Varus , 
and the lofs of his legions. With this view he raifed two nu- 
merous armies, the one to be commanded by Tiberius , and 
Sends t h e ot h er by Gcrmanicus. The latter was ordered to march this 
C>ermani- ver y y Cur Into Gau/, and from thence to invade the countries, 
cus j>:to wn i cn a t the inftigation of Arminius had withdrawn their obc- 
crn*any. jj ence to R Qmem f or Tiberius, he was appointed to lead 

his army into Illyricum, and penetrate on that fide into the 
kingdom of Maroboduus, which the Ro?nans had not yet fub- 
dued. Augu/ius however kept him at Rome all this and part 
of the following year, when Scxtus Ppmpcius and Sextus Apu- 
leius were railed to the confulate : the former was grandfon to 
the famous S extus Pompcius , whofe war with Augujlus l vit 
have defcribed in this volume: his collegue Aptdeius was one 
of Auguftus's chief favourites, and is faid to have 'prevailed- 
upon him to change the fentence of death, which he firfr pro- 
IWakes a nounced againft Ovid^ into that of perpetual banifliment. 
thitdce.i- During their adminiftration, Auguftus, taking TiLcri us for 1 his 
fus. collegue in the cenfovfhip, made a thirJ cenfus, by which it 

appeared, that the number of the Roman people amount- 
ed to four millions one hundred and' thirty feven thou- 
sand, counting women and children as well as men *. Eu~ 
febius makes the number of Reman citizens amount to nine 
millions three hundred and feventy thou fa nd, counting pro- 
bably thofe who lived both at Rome, and in the provinces'. 
While the ceremony was performing in the field of Mars, an 
eagle was obferved to fly fevcral times round Auguftus, and 
then light on a neighbouring temple over the fir ft letter of 
Agrippa\ name. This was looked upon not only by the 

w Idem ibid. * Suet. 1. ii. c. 97. Gruter. infeript. p. 
330. 1 EirsE d. inchron. 

multitude 
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multitude, but by Auguftus himfclf, as an omen of his ap- 
proaching end, He therefore ordered his collegue Tiberius 
to make the vows which were ufual at the time of the ccnfus, 
for the fafety of the Roman ftate, and the profperity of the 
citizens, laying, that he would not make vows which he 
fliould not live to perform z . He was confirmed in this opi- Prodigies 
nion by feveral other prodigies: the firft letter of his name in P r ff a g ttt S 
an infcription on the pedeftal of one of his ftatues was ftruek <* eatJ - 
off with lightning, and the footh-fayers, who were confulted 
on thatoccafion, declared, that he had only a hundreddays to 
live, the letter C ftanding for that number among the Latins ; 
they added, that after his death he would be ranked among 
the gods, the word cefar^ which was the remaining part of 
his name, fignifying a god in . the Hetrufcan language a . To 
thefe two omens Dion Cajftus adds a third, which in his opi- 
nion plainly prefaged his imminent death. It had been cuf- 
tornary ever fince the death of jfulius Cafar, to place his chair 
with, a crown upon it at the. public iports. In this chair Au- 
guftus ufed t;o fit, when |ie afiifted at the (hows ; but it hap- 
pening to be empty while the fports were exhibiting this year 
in honour of Auguftus^ a fool placed himfelf in it, and taking 
up the crown, put it upon his head \ and hence it was con- 
cluded, that the fovereign power, fignifyed by the crown, 
would foon pafs into other hands b . In the mean time, Au- 
guftus wrote a fliort account of the chief actions of his life, 
which. he caufed to be engraved on brafs, and placed over his 
tomb c . Great part of this valuable monument has been 
U*anfmitt.ed to us in the JlAarznor Ancyranum, and is to be feen 
in the infcriptions of the learned Gruter d . 

As Augujius vifibly declined every day both in his health 
a^nd. frrength, fo that no body could doubt but his end was at 
hand, fome few there were who began to talk of refroring 
the republic to its former liberty ; but far the greater part, 
dreading a civil war, were for tamely, fubmitting to the per- 
fpn, whom /Jugufius (hould think fit to place over them, All 
the zealous republicans had been flain in the battles of Philip- ma ns /ay 
pi and Aclium ; their pofteiity had been long inured to the */^ e 
yoke, .there being fcarce any living now who had beheld the , ^ ott ^ /•[ 
old., free ftate, and as for the Roman people, they were become attem r "C 
a mere mob, addicted to idlenefs, .void of all fentiments of ho- ***** 
nour or virtue, without any traces of the antient Roman fpi- JJ^ r °f:. 
rit, or any attachment to the virtuous inftitutions of their an- i er t v> 

* Suet. ib. a Idem ibid. D10. L vi. p. 589. b Dio. 

ibid. * Suet, I. ii. cap. ult, Dio. p. 591. i1 Grutak. 
infeript p. zz<\ 
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ceflors. The zealous republicans therefore, who were very 
rew, defpatring of fuccefs, and laying afide all hopes of ever 
feeing the antient free ftate reftored, refolved to fubmit to the 
licir and fucceflbr whom Auguftus (hould name, and bear with 
patience the evils which it was not in their power to prevent 
or redrefs c . 

Augnflut And now it being high time for Tiberius to leave Romej 
j^ es , /a and fet out for lllyricum^ Auguflus, to the great furprize of 
Napes. ^ e whole city^ declared his intention of accompanying him 

as far as Benevcntum^ and purfuing his journey from thence to 
Naples in Campania s in order to a/lift at the folemn fportf 
which were to be exhibited there on his approaching birth- 
day.. As he found his ftrength decaying apace, he promifed 
himfelf no fmall benefit from the wholefome air of Campania^ 
efpecially of Naples, whither many Romans ufed to refort, 
even in thofe days, for the recovery of their health ; and 
this was, as is fuppofed, the true motive of this fudden and 
unexpected refolution* though he djd not think fit to own it. 
He performed the journey with uncommon chearfulnefs and 
alacrity, being attended by his beloved Livsa y who, as we 
may well imagine, was very afiid nous about him in fo criti* 
cal a juncture. At Beneventum he parted with Tiberius, and 
purfued his journey to Naples <> where he was received with all 
pofllble demonftrations of joy. After he had fpent fome time 
at Naples very agreeably, and aflifted there at the public fports, 

II t was ^ tx%c ^ w * tn a <tf arrna2a > a dangerous diftemper in a 
° n " perfon of his years. He therefore refolved $ before his ftrength 

failed him^ to return to Rome, arid accordingly, leaving 
Naples , fet out for his capital ; but his illnefs increafingin 
fpite of all the remedies prefcribed him by the phyficians who 
attended him, he was obliged to ft op at No la in Campania, 
and there betake himfelf to his bed. In the mean time, Liv'taj 
well apprifed that his end was at hand, difpatched mcflenger 
Therius after meflenger to Tiberius, acquainting him with the ftatc'of 
flt C for*b tne emperor's health, and prefling him to return with all 
l'vuu ^ pofllble expedition. Tiberius j upon the receipt of his mother's 

letters, immediately left Illyricum, and flew to Nola y not 
with any private views, fays VelUius^ but merely out of the 
great tendernefs and filial affeftion he had for Auguftus^ 
whom he found alive4 if that author is to be Credited, and 
had long conferences with hiih : in ond of which, the dy- 
ing emperor, after having publicly declared him his fuc- 
ceflbr in the fovereign power, defired him to maintain all 
hik «ic"ts in their full vigour, and to purfue the fame methods 

e Tacit, annal. 1. i. 
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of government which he had ufed*. But Tacitus tells 
us, that it was never well known, whether Tiberius oil 
his arrival at Nola found the emperor dead, or ftill alive; 
Litsia having carefully befct the palace, and all the ave- 
nues to it, with detachments of the guards, and given out 
from time to time good news of the emperor's recovery. He 
adds, that when (he had taken all neceflary meafures in fo 
nice a juncture, in one and the fame moment were publifhed 
the death of Auguflus, and accefiion of Tiberius g . But td 
return to Auguftus ; finding his end approaching, he looked 
death in the face with greater intrepidity than was expected 
from one who had ever carefully avoided it in the field- He 
difcourfed very chearfully with his intimate friends and chief 
favourites, giving them many wife and ufeful inftr u&ions, re- 
lating to the management of their private affairs, and thofe of 
the public. In fpeaking of his own actions, he told them; 
that he had found Rome of brick* but left it of marble* 
alluding by this expreffion, fays Dion Caffius* not fo much 
to the beauty arid ftatelinefs of the buildings, as to the majefty; 
grandeur, and firmnefs of the empire. And now finding his 
ftrength quite failed him; he called for a looking-glafs, and 
having caufed his hair to be fet in order, and his wrinkled 
cheeks to be fmoothed, as was cuftcrriary among the ftage- 
players, he afked his freinds with a languishing voice; 
fVhether be had aSted his part well ? and they anfwering, he , 
bad, Then t lap faid he,/ar I have ended tny part, Af- He Jies at 
ter this fixing his eyes on Livia, who held him in her arms, Nola. 
he defired her to remember their marriage, and the ties which Year of the 
had kept their hearts fo long united* and then quietly expired ^.flood^o 14.. 
Thus died the celebrated Augujlus on the nineteenth of Au- fl*'?* f 
lyflt which month was fo named from him, the fame day on qJ^q^" 
which he had entered upon his firffc confuIQilp. He had Q * 
lived feventy-five years, ten months, and twenty- firt days, 
and reigned from his firft confulfhip fifty-fix years, but from 
the battle of Aclium only forty- three. Tacitus and Dion Caf 
ftus obferve one very remarkable circumftance of his death ; 
for he died in the fame town, as thefe two writers tell us, in 
the fame houfey and in the fame chamber, where his rather 
Oclavius died 1 . Livia was fufpe&ed of having haftened Li via faf- 
the emperor's death,' fearing he might be reconciled on his petted of 
return to Rome with his grandfon Agrippa Pq/ihumus, whom ha-vh^f**. 
he had privately vifited fomc months before, failing over toftmedbit 

death. 

* Vt ll. Patercu l 1 ii. c. 1 28. B Tacit, annal. !. i c 5. 
fc SucT. ibid. c. 98. Vill. Patercul. ibid. Dio. p. 530 
1 Tactt. annal. 1. i. c. 5. Dio, p. 589, 

the 
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the ifland of Planafia with Fabius Maximus alone, withouf 
the privicy of Livia, Tiberius, or any other of his mod faithful 
and truiry favourites. This Fabius difclofed to his wife 
Afartia, and file co 'Livia, and thence the emperor knew chat 
the fecret was betrayed ; which fo provoked him againft Fa- 
bius y that he bani/hed him his pre fence for ever, bidding him, 
when he came to wait upon him the next morning, an eternal 
farezveL Fabius did not long furvive his difgrace 5 but foon 
after laid violent hands on himfelfk. We are told, {hat, in 
the interview between Augujlus and his grandfon Agrippa, 
many tears were fhed on both fides, and mam/ tokens of 
mutual tendernefs fhewn, which gave the unhappy youth 
hopes of being reftored to his own place in his grandfather's 
family. This Livia dreaded,, and in. order to prevent it, haf- 
tened her hufband's death, as fome authors write, with poifon- 
His body ed figs The body,pf the deceafed emperor was carried from 
conveyed to Noia to Bovilla: in the neighbourhood of Rome, on the flioul- 
Rome. dcrs of the chief magiftrates of the colonies and municipal 

towns on the road. At Bovillts it was received by the Ro- 
man knights, and by them conveyed to Rome, and expofed 
in, the porch of the imperial palace on mount Palatine. Tibe- 
rius, in virtue of the tribunitial power with which he was in- 
verted, appointed the fenate to meet the next day, but would 
fuffer no other bufinefe to be tranfa&ed, except what related to 
the funeral of his deceafed father. In the firffi place, his laft 
will was brought in by the veftal virgins, and read aloud by 
Polybius one of Augujius*s freedmen. It began thus: Since 
the gods have been pleafed to deprive me of my grandchildren 
Caius tfw^Lucius, 1 declare Tiberius my heir, &c. (E). By 

the 

. - 

k Tacit, ibid. 1 Tacit, ibid. Anonym, de vita Aug* & 1. 
de earrulitate. Oros. 2onar. &c. 

O 

(E) From this preamble it is manifeft, , that Attgujius would ne- 
rer have adopted Tiberius* or appointed him his fucceflbr, had thafe 
two young princes, or either of them, lived. Some writers tell us, 
that Auguftus was well acquainted with the bad cfbalitics and tyran- 
nical temper of Tiberius and that on his death-bed he could not 
help pitying the Roman people, who, to ufe theexpreflions afcribed 
to h i m , Were to be under fo flow a pair of grinders ; Miferum populum 
tLomanutn, qui /ub tarn, lends maxillts trit. What then prompted 
him to adopt for his fon p and name for his fucceffor, one whom he 
knew to be no ways qualified for fo great a charge ? To this queft- 
ion fome writers anfwer, that the promotion of Tiberius was intirely 
owing to his mother LMa, who had gained an abfolute afcendant 

#ver Auguftus, cfpecially in his old age : others fay, that he was 

aded 
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the fame will Tiberius and Livia were appointed his fir ft tfifwIL 
heirs, his grandchildren and their children his fecond., and * 
rhc great men of Rome his third heirs: Livia was adojved 
into the Julian family, and honoured with the title of Au- 
gujla. As for the great men of Rome^ Tacitus tells us, that 

acted therein by a fecret ambition of leaking his death more re- 
gretted by the badnete of his fucceflbr But Suetonius cannot per- 
fuade himfelf, that a prince of Auguftufs fagacity and prudence 
could proceed upon motives of this nature, in an affair of fo gteat 
importance ; he is rather inclined to believe, that having weighed 
both his vices and virtues, he thought the latter overbalanced the 
former ; and hence, when he adopted him, he folernnly declared 
upon oath, that he was prompted thereunto by no other motive 
but that of the public welfare, and often commended him in his 
letters not only as an excellent commander, but as the only flay 
and fupport of the Roman people. Out of thefe letters Suetonius 
instances fome of his expreflions : Farewel, fays he, in one of 
rhem, my dear Tiberius ; may you be happy in your enterprijes, fight- 
ings as you do for me and the mufes : may 1 be happy 9 as you are a 
moji valiant and accompli/bed commander. Farewel, take care of 
your fummer -quarters :. as /or my own part, my dear Tiberius, 1 confi- 
dently believe, that amongft fo many difficulties and diforders, in the 
mtdfi tf fo much remijpiefs and cowardice in the army, no man could 
have behaved with mort prudence than you have done ; in (a much , that 
all tbo/e t who have had the honour of attending you, do unani moujly 
ac know ledge \ that this verfe cannot more properly be applied to any 
man living, than to your/elf : 

Unus homo nobis vigilando rrfiituit rem. 

And in another letter ; Whether I fieri oufly confider of an affair, or 
any thing falls out which 1 ought to refent, Z want my Tiberias im- 
mediatetly, and this faying comes conflantly into my mind, By this man" s 
conducl and prudence we might both efcape even out of the fire. /Js 
often as I am told how much you are fallen away by your i?idefatigah"e 
labour, may 1 perifh if I do not tremble to hear it. Let me defire you 
therefore to have more care of yotirfclf for the future, lefi the fir ft news 
of your ficknefs be the death of your mother and me, and the people of 
Rome be tn great danger of Ivfing their empire. Ida not value my own 
health, unlefs you be 'well too 1 beg the gods to prefierve you for our 
gfod, if they bear nopiejudice or g-utye to the Roman people ($9)* 
From thefe letters it plainly appears, that duguftus had a real value 
and fincere affection for Tiberius, that he looked upon him as the 
only perfon capable of fupporting with dignity the title of emperor, 
and confequently that it was not out of complaifance to Livia,' 
nor a fecret ambition of inhancing his own reputation Willi 
polterity by the badnefs of his fuccctfor, that he chofe him. 

C 59) Suet, it: Tiber. 

he 
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he. hated thern, but neverthclefs named thcrn out of vanity, 
Andlega- To the Roman people he left by way of legacy four hund.ed 
cies. thoufund great fefterces.; to the populace thirty five thoufand • 

to every common foldier of the prsetorian guards a thoufand 
fmall feflerces; and to every foldier of the Roman legions 
Fewnvr-i- t hree hundred. His laft will bejng read, Drufus produced 
tings left to t he confeript fathers four fmall books wrote by the deceased 
ky him* emperor ; the firir. of which contained regulations relating to 

the ceremony of his obfequies ; the fecond was a journal of 
the inoft memorable actions of his life, which by his laft will 
he ordered to be engraved on the pillars of brafs, which fup- 
ported the frontifpiece of his ftately maufoteum. Great part 
of this journal lus been preferved in an ancient marble found 
about a hundred and fifty years fince in the city of Ancyra™. 
The third book contained a fummary of the ftrength and 
income of' the empire, the number of the Romans and ^ auxilia- 
ries in pjy, the condition of the navy, of the feveral kingdoms 
paying tribute, and of the various provinces and their revenues, 
with the ftate of the treafury, theexpences of the empire, and 
the demands upon the public. This regifter, as we may call 
it, was all writ with yfugufius x s own hand. The fourth book 
was a colle&ion of inftruaions for the ufe of Tiberius, and 
the other governors and magiftrat.es of the republic, whom he 
advifed to lay afide all thoughts of extending the limits of the 
empire by new conquefts n . But whether this advice was 
d.i&ated by his love for the public, fays Tacitus, or by envy 
and jealoufy of the glory of his fucceflbrs, is uncertain 0 . 
Opinions of The funeral honours were next confidered, when Jfinius Gal- 
the Tensors lus moved, that the funeral fliould pafs. through the triumph- 
reletting to a j g ace j Lucius Arruntius* that the. titles of all the laws he 
bis funeral ha( j ma< j ej arid* the names of all the nations he had conquered 
honour*. fhould be carried before the corpfe ; fome were of opinion, 

that on the day of his funeral all the magiftratcs and knights 
fliould, in token of their grief, wear iron rings inftead of their 
gold ones, and that, to eternalize. h[s memory x not only the 
month Sext:/is 9 but the whole time he nad lived, fliould bear 
His name, and be ftyled Secufum Augujiupi, that is, the age of 
Auguftus. Valerius Mejfala, departing from the matter in 
quettion, added., that 'the oath of allegiance to Tiberius 
iiiould be renewed every year. Tiberius , furprifed at 
this unexpected propofal, afked him, whether he had 
rnade that motion at his mitigation ? / /poke it, anfwered 

"> Vide Gruter. infeript. p. 130. n Dio.Sur.T. ibid. 

• Tacit, annal. 1. 1 . C. m • 
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Mejhhj with a new turn of flattery, as my own opinion^ 
nor will 1 tvcr be controuled by my man in things which co/i- 
cern the welfare cf the public, lei who will be provoked at my 
freedom p , The fen atom at Ic.-sgth all agreed to carry the 
body of the deceafed emperor to the funeral pile on their 
fhoulders ; but this Tiberius would not fufFer ; nay he cau- 
tioned the people by an edict to refrain their zeal, and not to 
infift upon having his body burnt, as Julius Cafar's had been, 
rather in the forum, tlvin in the field of Mars y which was 
the place appointed. However, his funeral was performed 
with the greateft pomp and magnificence, that had ever been 
feen in Rome. Drujus read from the roftra a £hort elogium 
of the deceafed emperor, and Tiberius pronounced his funeral 
oration in the forum, which was received with the applaufc it 
well deferved, it being a matter-piece of the kind q . When 
fire was fet to his pile, an eagle was let loofe from the tup of 
it, as it were to carry his foul to heaven. Livia, and with His body 
her fome of the chief men among t he knights, continued for burnt in 
five days together in the field of Afars> gathering up the afhes //^campus 
and the bones which the flames had fpared. Thcle L 'roia put Mariius. 
into an urn of gold, which fhe rcpoiitcd in the magnificent 
maufolaeum, vhich Auguflus had long before built tor himfelf 
jn a grove between the Tiber and the Flaminian way. It was 
decreed that men fhould mourn for him according to cuftom, 
that is, about three weeks ; but women a whole year, pro- , 
bably for Livia's fake. As foon as the funeral was over, di- vin *j** 
vine worfhip was decreed him with a temple and priefis : the 
houfe, in which he was born, that in which he died, and molt 
of the houfes, in which. -he had lived, were changed into fanc- 
tuaries. Livia^ now Julia Augufla, took upon her to be the 
chief prieflefs of the new deity, and made a piefcnt of ten 
thoufand great' fl {levees to a fenator, named Numcrius Atticus* 
who folemnly declared upon his oath, that he had feen the foul 
of Auguflus afcend up to heaven. This fable, which was a copy 
of that which Julius Proculus had many ages before publifhed 
concerning Romulus, was foon fpread and credited in all the 
provinces fubjcdl to Rome : temples were cvery-where ere died 
in honour of the deified Auguflus, and anew order of priefls 
inftituted. Tiberius con fee rated a fancluary to his deceafed 
father in his own palace, and chofe twenty one priefis from 
among the fenators, naming himfelf, his Ton Drujus^ an4 hi* 
nephew G er manic us ± among the ftrft r . It was not out of any 
ptinciplc of religion, or any regard to Auguflus, as Tacitus 

v Idem ibid. 1 Vide Dio. 1. lvi. p, 598. r Dio. p. 59a 
$00. Tacit, ibid. c. 1 i. 15. 78. 
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well obferves, that Tiberius procured the deification of Au- 
guftuSy but becaufe it nearly concerned him, to have all the 
laws and acts of one who had left him his fucceflbr pafs for 
facred. Befides, in promoting this kind of fuperftition, he 
had another view, which vas to rivet the public llavery, evi- 
dently included in religious worlhip paid to a prince who had 

inthralled his country. 

Augujlus was a man of a found judgment, and great pene^ 
tration, had a particular turn for buftnefs, and a wonderful 
talent in improving opportunities, and applying the abilities 
of others to his own ends. In the times of the republic, when 
valour and eloquence were the only means of rifing, and ac- 
quiring fame, he would have made but a middling figure ; for 
he was quite deftitute of the former, being bold indeed in 
council, but a coward in the field ; and as to his eloquence, 
it was, according to Tacitus , eafy and flowing, fuch as- became 
a prince, but no-ways fit to move or controul the fpirit of 
republicans. He did not make his way to the throne, but 
found it already made by his great uncle Juizus, who happily 
accomplished what he would never have thought of attempt- 
ing. He had, 'tis true, powerful enemies to contend with, 
whom he overcame s but his victories were owing to others, 
and not to himfelf. Thus by the bravery of Antony he con- 
quered Brutus and CaJJius, and by the valour of Agrippa he 
conquered Antony. Nor did it require extraordinary abilities 
to hold the empire, when he had once acquired it, the Ro- 
man Cpu it being intirely broken, and all thofe cut off either in 
the battles of Philippi and Aclium, or by bloody profcriptjona, 
■who had courage enough to ft and up^jJP 5 defence of their li- 
berties. He was naturally of a cruel and vindictive temper, 
and did many mean things to fatisfy his revenge, which the 
great heart of Cecfar would have fcorned. We meet with no 
inftances of his lb much boafted clemency and moderation, 
till he had facrificed to his jealoufy all thofe whom he either 
feared or fufpcclcd. When he had thoroughly mattered the 
irate, utterly extinguifhed all maxims of liberty, and inhu- 
manly maflacred fuch as bethought capable of thwarting his de- 
figns, or difturbing him in the poflcflion of his ufurped power, 
he then governed with great mildnefs, and difcharged all the 
duties of an excellent prince ; which gave rife to the faying, 
that he jhould never have been born* or never have died, A 9 
he (luck at no wickednefs to gain power, we cannot help 
thinking but that he would have committed more to maintain 
it, if he had found more to be necdlaiy. He made, 'tis true, 
a feint or two to abdicate the fovereignty ; had he been in 

caniclt, he might ac Icalt have left for a legacy to the Roman 

people 
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people that liberty of which he had robbed them. But in/lead 
of reftoring to them that dominion over themfelves, which 
none but themfelves had any right to exereife, he provided by 
a long train of fucceflbrs againft any poflible recovery of li- 
berty. When he had no longer any heirs of his own blood, 
whom he liked, he adopted the fons of his wife, and their 
fons ; which plainly (hews, that he was determined to intail 
flavery upon his country, and extend his ufurpation even be- 
yond his grave. Some writers to excufe him tell us, that the 
ftate was irretrievable, and that it was therefore abfolutely 
neceiTary the fovereign power fhould be lodged in one man. 
But Auguftus himfelf judged other wife ; for by propofing to 
rcfign, however infincere this propofal was, he at leaft fliewed 
that he thought the refettling of the republic practicable. 
DrufuS) brother to Tiberius, declared his defign to efFedfc it j 
nay, it was what Tiberius himfelf, after he was emperor, 
pretended to do. Auguftus might, without all doubt, by his 
abfolute authority have reduced the commonwealth to her firft 
principles and firmnefs. This would have been true glory, 
the only true ufe of his abfolute power, and the only amends 
for having affumed it. But inftead of reftoring the ftate to its 
antient luftre, he did all that lay in his power to perpetuate 
flavery, to extinguifh all maxims of liberty, and to render his 
fucceflbrs as abfolute as himfelf. But not to dwell any 
longer on this fubjeft, we (hall conclude with Dion Caftius 9 
that Auguftus would have been defervedly efteemed one 
of the beft princes that ever fwayed a fceptre, had he not 
ufurped, but received, the fovereign power lawfully conveyed 
to him from his anceflors. But whether the wife laws he 
publiftied, and the mildnefs with which he governed, after 
his fovereignty was thoroughly eftabliflied, fufficiently atoned 
for his ufurpation, and the many crimes attending it, is what 
we fubmit to the judgment of our readers (F). 

The 

(F) The news of Auguftus" $ death, when firft brought to Rome, gave 
occafion to various diicourfes and obfervations concerning him.which 
it wou'd be an unpardonable omiflion in us not to take notice of, 
fincc they acquaint us with the fentiments, which his friends as welt 
as his enemies entertained of him, and have been tranfmitted to 
us by one of the moll judicious and accurate writers of antiquity 
(60), in whofe words we fhall deliver them. ' The fuperftitious 
• multitude, fays that writer, admired the fortuitous events of his 



(60) Tack, eitmal. I. i. c 6 
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Tiberius. The fir ft feat of the reign of Tiberius was the mur- 
der of young Agtippa^ whom hre caufcd to be difpatched 

* life, the laft day of which and the firft of his reign was the fame; 

* he died at No la, in the fame town, in the fame houfe, and in the 

* fame chamber, where his father QSZarvius died. They obferved 

* to his glory his many confulfhips, equal in number to thofe of 
■ Valerius Corvinus and Cuius Marius put together \ that he had 

* exercifed the tribunicial power for thirty feven years fucceffively ; 
' that he had been proclaimed emperor twenty one times, and that 

* he had enjoyed many honours, fome of which had been conferred 

* upon others, and fome created for him. Men of penetration en« 

* tered further into his life, but differed about it. His admirers 
4 faid, that his filial piety, and the diforders which reigned in the 

* republic, and had got the better of the laws, forced him to en- 

* ter into a civil war, which can never be carried on without 

* dreadful difturbances ; that to be revenged on thofe who had 

* murdered his father, he had been obliged to comply with the 

* violent temper of his collcgue-, Antony and Lepidus, and give up 

* to their revenge and jealoufy many illuftrious citizens ; that when 

* Antony was loft in fenfuality, and Lepidus in floth and idlenefs, 
4 there was no other remedy for the diftrafled ftate, rent into par. 

* ties and factions, but the fovereignty of one ; Auguftus, however, 

* did never take upon him to rule over his country as king or 

* dictator, but fettled the government under the legal title of 
« prince of the fenate ; he extended the bounds of the empire, and 

* fet for irs limits the diftant ocean, and remote rivers ; the feveral 

* parts and forces of the ftate, the legions, the provinces, and the 

* navy, were well connected and governed ; the citizens lived 
- peaceably under the protection of the laws, the allies refpedted the 

* Roman name, and Rome herfclf was adorned with magnificent 
« ftructures ; he had indeed on fome occafions exerted his arbitrary 

* power, but in very few, and then only to fecure the peace of the 

* whole. In anfwer to all this, others, who did not entertain fit 

* good an opinion of the deceafed emperor, urged, that his filial 

* piety, and the di (tractions of the republic, were mere pretences ; 

* but his lull of reigning the true and only motive, which prompted 

* him to kindle a civil war in the bowels of his country ; that in or- 

* der to get the whole power of the Hate into his hands, he gained 

* over by bribery a body of veterans ; and though a private yoouh, 

* levied an army in defiance of the laws ; that for the bafe purpofe 

* of power, he debauched the Roman legions under the command 

* of the confuls, as if hedefigned to join Pompey?* republican party; 

* that ibon after, when he had obtained of the fenace, or rather 
4 ufurped, the praitorfliip, the two confuls, Hirtius and Panfa being 
' (lain, iie feixed both their armies ; that it was doubted whether 

* ikeconfula were killed by the enemy, or their own men, Hirtius 

1 in 



Chap: 17. The Roman Hi/lory. 389 

by a military tribune, in whofe cuftody he was at thatAgrippa 
time, before he fuftercd Augujlus** death to be made pub- Pofthumus 

lie* wdered- 

< in the battle, and Pan fa after it, by having poifon poured into 
' his wounds, and whether young C<rfar was not the author of this 
« execrable treaion ; that he extorted the confulfhip in fpite of the 

< fenate, and employed againft the commonwealth the very arrrra 

* with which (he had trufted him for her defence againft Antony, 

* To all this they added, his bloody profcriptions, the maffacre of 

* numberlefs citizens, his robbing the public of fo many lands and 
« poflTeffions, and diltributing them among his own creatures 5 

* a piece of injulHce fo notorious, that even thofe who were gain- 

* ers by it, could not help condemning it. But allowing him to have 
« had no other view in the deftruftive war he carried on againft 
« Brutus and Cajfius, but . to revenge by their death the murder of 
« the dictator, though it had been more to his reputation to facrifice 
« his private refentment to the public welfare, did he not betray 

* young Pompey by a deceitful peace ? Did he not enfnare Antony 
« firft by treaties, wa ofTarentum and Brundufium, then by araar- 
' riage, that of his lifter Ogavia? And did not this perfidious al- 
« liance at length cod Antony his life ? After this, 'tis true, there 
« was peace, but a bloody peace in the defeat of Lollius and Varus 

* in Germany ; and at Rome the Varrones, the Egnatii, the Julii % 

« illuftrious citizens, were put to death. Neither was his domef- 
4 tic life fpared on this occafion ; he had arbitrarily robbed Nero 

* of his wife, when flie was big with child, and in derifion of the 

* gods confulted the pried*, whether he might marry her before, or 

* was obliged to wait till after her delivery. His favourites, Tedius 

* and Vcdius Pollio had lived in excefiive luxury ; his wife Li<via t 

* who had an abfolute fway over him, had proved a cruel governefs 
1 to the republic, and a more cruel Hep-mother to the Julian fa- 

* roily ; he had even ufurped honours peculiar to the gods, and, 
' raifing temples to himfelf, would be adored as a deicy with all 

* thefolemnity of priefts and facrificcs ; he adopted Tiberius for hia 
4 fucceflbr, not out of affection to him, or any concern for the re- 

* public, but having difcovered in him a cruel and haughty 
1 temper, he fought glory from the comparifon of their 
' reigns. * Such were the fentiments and obfervations of the 
Ramans on the deceafed emperor. But after all, ,it muft be owned, 
that Auguftus, whether we confider him as a magiltratc at the 
helm of the republic, or as a private citizen in his domeftic life, 
had many good qualities, which few pcrfons in either llation have 
ever fince his time pofTL'fTed in fo eminent a degree. Thcfc together 
ivith his vices wc (hall here without any prejudice or partiality ex- 

ofe to the confideration of our readers, that they may the better 

e able to form a right judgment of the famous and fo much cele- 
brated Auguftm, 

In 
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lie* Tiberius avoided mentioning this tranfaflion in the fe« 
nate, and would have the wo rid believe, that it was done by 

the 

In the firft place, when his authority was once thoroughly efla- 
blifhed, he made it his whole ftudy to redrefs the public grievances, 
to fupprefs the diforders which had been introduced by the licen- 
tioufnefs of the foldiery during the civil wars, to fettle in all the 
provinces a lading peace, and to promote the happinefs and wel- 
fare of his fubjecls. That he had nothing more at heart than to 
fee the republic flourifli, he frequently declared in his private dif- 
courfe, but more remarkably in one of his edicts in the following 

words : / nvijh I may be able to eftablijh the commOTvvuealth on its 
prop er bafis, and reap fuch fruits of my labour as I defire, that I 
may hereafter be reputed the founder of fo excellent a fabric, and car- 
ry this bote with me to the grave, that the commonwealth nvi 11 con- 
tinue and fourilb upon the foundations which I have laid. Some 

writers have thought, that he would have refigned after his firft 
illnefs, or at leaft left Rome free at his death, had he not been per- 
fuaded, that other pretenders would have rifen up, and involved 
the republic in new troubles. He enacled many excellent laws for 
the reformation of manners, and extirpation of vice ; and it may 
be truly faid, that virtue was never more countenanced than in his 
reign. His fumptuary laws, his laws againfl bribery, adultery, 
unnatural luft, and all kind of incontinence* wrought a great 
change in the city, where vice had long appeared bare-faced, and 
triumphed. After he had reformed the manners of the citizens, 
he applied himfelf wholly to the embellifhing of the city. In or- 
der to this, he raifed many public buildings, among which the 
chief were, the forum, or court of juflice, the temple of Mars the 
avenger, the temple of j4pollo in Palatio 9 the temple of Jupittr the 
thunderer in the capitof, the portico of Lucius and Casus, the palaces 
of Li<via and Oclavia, and the theatre of Marcellus. He repaired 
many old temples, and rebuilt many, which had been deftroyed 
either by time or fire, inriching both them and the reft with moft 
magnificent prefents. To the temple of Jupiter Capitolinus, not to 
mention others, he gave at once fBcteen thoufand pounds weight of 
gold, befides jewels and precious ftoncs, to the value of fifty mil- 
lions of feiterces. He often exhorted the principal and moft weal- 
thy citizens to repair or erect fome monument or other, which 
might fervc as an ornament to the city : and upon his perfuafion 
Marc i us Philippus built the temple of Hercules Mufarurn, L. Cor- 
nificius the temple of Diana, sljinius Pollio the court of liberty 
Munatius Plancus the temple of Saturn, Cornelius B alb us a theatre, 
Statilius Taunts an amphitheatre, and Marcus ylgrippa a great num- 
ber of moft ilately and magnificent ftruclures. In order to fecure 
the city, thus embeiiifhed, agai nil fires and inundation?, to which 
it was l'ubjcct, he divided it into fourteen regions or wards, ap- 
pointing a peculiar magillrate for each ward, and committing the 

care 
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the command of Augnjl-us^ as if he had tranfmittcd o refers 
to the tribune, who guarded the youth, to difpatch him up- 
on 

care of each ftreet to feme citizen of diflinction. Thefe had under 
their command guards and watchmen, who were to patrol aj! 
night to prevent fires, robberies, and other diforders ; againft the 
inundations of the Tiber, which ofcen Id id the lower parrs of the 
city under water, he cleanfed and enlarged the bed of that river, 
which had been long choaked up with rubbilh, and the ruins of 
houfes ; and, that the city might be the more acceffible on all 
fides, he took upon himfelf the reparation of the Flaminian way as 
far as Ariminum, leaving the reft of the public ways to be mended 
by fuch as had triumphed, and the charges to be defrayed out of 
the fpoils of the enemy. 

He Ihewed high regard for the Roman name, and was fparing 
in admitting foreigners to the rights of citizens ; whereof we have 
the two following inftances ; Tiberius having defired him to grant 
the citizenfhip of Rome to a certain Greeks who was one of his cli- 
ents, he wrote him this anfwer ; that be would not comply with 
bis requefi, unlefs be came himfelf \ and fatisjied him of the jujlice of 

it: in like manner Li<vza interceding for a Gaul, he peremptorily 
rejected her petition, but granted the Gaul an exemption from his 
tribute, with this declaration j that be would rather condefcend to a 
diminution of the public revenue, than to profitute the honour of the 
Roman name. As he had a particular veneration for the memory 
of thofe heroes who had contributed to the advancement of the 
Roman empire, he repaired all their monuments, retaining their 
old titles and inferiptions, and dedicating their ilatues in the two 
portico's of his forum ; on which occafion he declared in an edict, 

that bis defign was to propofe them as a pattern and example, by which 
he himfelf, and the princes, who fhould fucceed him, might frame them- 
j 'elves, and regulate their c on duel . 

As he had no great talent for war, he commanded the army in 
perfon but twice agiiinft a foreign enemy, was. in Dalmatia, when 
he was but young, and in his expedition againrt the Cantabrians- 
The other wars he managed by his lieutenants, who under hia auf- 
pices, reduced the Cantabrians, Auuitans, Dalmatians, Pannonians % 
lllyrians, Rbastians, Vindeltcians, Salafjians, and the Germans in* 
habiting the countries between the Rhine and the Elbe. He held 
it for an infallible maxim, that war was never to be undertaken, 
nor a battle fought, but when the advantage hoped for was appa- 
rently greater than the lofs feared ; for thofe who hazard much, 
fa id he, to gaits but little, are like men who fijb with hooks of gold* 
the lofs of which will hardly be repaired by what they catch. He 

ufed to fay, that rafhnefs and precipitancy were the greatclt faults 
in a general ; whence he had th.s laying frequently in his mouth, 
Fefiiva lente, which is much the fame in fenle with our cnmmnn 
proverb, No more hafte than good fpeed. He was very fevere in 

keeping 
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on 'the firft intelligence of his death. The better to fup, 
port this ftory, when the tribune, according to the cuffom 

of 

keeping the foldiers to their duty, not fuffcring, but with much 
difficulty, even his lieutenants to quit the camp, and return to 
Rome ; and that only when the troops were in winterquarters. A 
Roman knight, having cut off the thumbs of two of his fons, to 
difable them from ferving, he condemned him to be fold for a flave 
and confifcated his eftate. He difbanded the tenth legion only 
for betraying an unwillingnefs to obey his commands, and difmif- 
fed others, without the rewards due to veterans, for having de- 
manded their difcharge. If in an engagement any cohort ox legion 
gave ground, or were even put into confufion, he ordered every tenth 
man by lot to be executed, and allowed the reft nothing but bar- 
ley. The centurions and tribunes likewife, abandoning their pofo, 
were immediately puniftied with death. For fmall offences he con- 
tented himfelf with condemning them to (land all day before his 
praetorium, fornetimes ungirt in their tunics only, and fomethnes 
with long poles in their hands. After the civil wars he never cal- 
led thofe who ferved under him fellow- foldiers, but only Joldters i 
nor would he fuffer his own or his wife's children to call them o- 
therwife, thinking it inconfiftent with military difcipline, with the 
tranquillity of thofe times, and the grandeur of his family, to treat 
them with familiarity. 

He was no lefs careful in adminillcring juftice, than fevere in ex- 
acting military difcipline ; for he not only appointed fuch judges 
as were men of known integrity, but was himfelf very afliduous in 
hearing caufes, often fitting up with great patience die beft part of 
the night ; when he was by any indifpofition confined to his pa- 
lace, he ufed then to hear caufes in his own room lying upon a 
couch, thinking the adminiftration of juflice the chief and indif- 
penfable duty of a prince. Notwithstanding his affiduity in hear- 
ing caufc?, and continual application , he was at all hours ready to 
give audience even to the meaneft of the people, to hear their 
complaints, and receive rheir petitions ; and becaufe one prefented 
him his rcquefl: fomewhat timoroufly, he pleafantly rebuked him, 
faying, That he had delivered his petition to him, as if he had been 
frefenting fomething to an elephant. To encourage pcrfons of all 
ranks to recur freely co him, he carefully avoided all outward 
appearance of grandeur ; hence he very icldom entered, or left 
any city, but in the night-time, to avoid all formalities, and the 
attendance of the inhabitants. He never went to the fenate 
without faluting all the fenators, in the order they fat, each 
of them by his own name ; and at his departure took his leave of 
them in the fame manner. He affiftcd in perfon at all public and 
private fcalts and entertainments till he began to be in years, and 
could no longer bear the inconvenicncics of a croud He had fo great 

anaverlion to the title of do minus or lord, that he looked upon it as a 

rtp roach 
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of the army, acquainted Tiberius* that his commands were ex- 
ecuted, he anfwered, that he had given no fuch commands, 

and 

reproach, and even publifhed an edict, forbidding any one, his 
own children and grand children not excepted, to give him that 
title. In the affemblies held for the eleclion of magtftrates, he 
gave his voce in his own tribe, as if he had been one of the peo- 
ple ; and in the courts of judicature, he not only fuffered himfelf 
to be interrogated, but allowed the judges and advocates, of the 
adverfe party, to objett againft his depofition. How great and 
powerful foever his favourites were in Rome, he would not allow 
them any exemption from the judiciary laws, nor even recommend 
them to the judges. Of all the criminals and accufed perfons in 
his time, he faved but one, by whofe means he had difcovered a 
confpiracy formed againft him, and him he preferved by prevailing, 
with his intreaties, upon his accufer to withdraw his accufati- 
on. The antients give us feveral inllances even of his clemency, 
after his authority was thoroughly eftablifhed. One Junius 
Novatus publifhed a letter full of bitter invectives againft him in the 
name of young -dgrippa, for which offence jiugujlus only laid a 
fmall fine upon him. One CaJJius Pat acinus declared boldly at 2 
public entertainment, that be neither wanted will nor courage to rid 
Rome of her new monarch ; and duguftus contented himfelf only 
with ordering him to depart Rome. JEmilius uElzanus being accu- 
ed among other things of fpeaking of him with great contempt, 
the ernperor turning to the informer, and pretending to be in a great 

rage, / wifh with all my heart you could prove it, fa id he : if you. 
did> 1 would make ./Elian us know* that 1 ba*ve a tongue as well as he, 
and can fay twice as much of him ; and refented it no further. JV- 
berius likewife complaining in a letter to him of the infolence of 
jElianui, he returned him this anfwer ; Do not, my dear Tiberius, 

indulge too m:sch in this cafe your pajjion ; let us defpife words, and think 
ourfelves happy if they can do us no greater harm. 

As for his liberality, it knew no bounds ; he conftantly fupplied 
with corn above a hundred thoufand families, which he caufed to 
be diftributed monthly among them : he frequently prefented the 
people with large fums, giving them fometimes two, fome times 
three, and fometimes four hundred fefterces a- head, not excluding 
even the children. He was always ready to lend without intereft, 
any fum to fuch perfons as were able tofecure him his principle by 
double the value. When he publifhed the law excluding from the 
fenate fuch as were not worth twelve hundred thoufand fefterces, 
out of compaflion for many noble families, he made up that fum 
with his own money. He exhibited at an immenfe charge twenty- 
four Ihows in his own name, and twenty- three for other magiftratca 
who were either abfent, or not able to bear the cxpcncc attending 
them. 
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;nd that he fhould be anfwerablc to the fenate for what he 

had 



Thus far of Jvgufius as a public magiftrate : as to his domeflic 
and private life, Suetonius repreients him as a tender and careful 
parent, a conilant friend, and both a fevere and gentle matter. He 
brought up his daughter and her children with the utmoft care, not 
allowing any but perfons of unblemifhed characters to have accefs 
to them : his grandchildren he taught himfeif the rudiments of 
learning, promihng himfeif great happinefs from his iffue, and the 
care he took of their education ; but he was therein, to his inex- 
preflible grief, greatly difappointed, as we have related in the 
hiftory of nis reign. His friendfhip, when once acquired, was firm 
and con flan t : he not only rewarded his friends ferviccs, but pati- 
ently bore with their faults. Of all of them none ever received 
any ill treatment at hn hands, except $al*vidienus Rufus, and the fa* 
moos poet Cornelius Gallus, who well deferved it, as we have rela- 
ted above. The reft of his favourites fiouriOied in honour and 
riches to the end of their lives. As to his domeftics, he conferred 
honourable employments, and heaped riches upon fuch of them as 
behav ed well ; but Proculus, a frccdman, and one of his chief fa- 
vourite?, hecaufed to be put to death, for carrying on intrigues with 
married women. Phallus t another freedman, and his amanuenlis, 
having betrayed fome fecrets for five hundred denarii^ had his legs 
broke by his order. Several of his grandfon Caius's attendants he 
ordered to be thrown Headlong into a river, and drowned, for levy- 
ing money in their matter's province without his knowledge. He 
chofc raihcr to turn into mirth the timoroufnefs of Diomedes, ano- 
ther of his freed men, than to impute it to any malicious deflgn, when 
walking with him alone, a wild boar coming fuddenly upon them, 
Diomedes, to iecure himfeif, made bold to thrufl his mafter to the 
boar. 

He applied h ; mfelf from his youth to the ftudy of eloquence, and 
other liberal arts. During the war of Modena he is faid not to have 
paflfjJ a day in the midlfc of his mod important affairs without 
reading, writing, and declaiming. He wrote feveral books upon 
different fa bj eels ; viz. An anf<wer to Brutus'* Cato ; exhortations to 

the ftudy of philofophy ; the hiftory of his lift: to the Cantabrian war 
in thirteen books ; an epic poem intitled Si cilia ; and a book of 
epigram-, which Ue compofed for the moil part in his baths : he 
began a tragedy in a lorcy ftyle, but finding he could not hold out 
at that rate, he expunged what he had wrote, and being afked by 
his friends what was become of Ajax, who was the fubjcdl of the 
perform, ince, he anfwered, djax has dif patched himfeif with a fponge. 
Though he was well acquainted with the Greek tongue, yet he nei- 
ther (poke it readily, nor ever ventured to compofe any thing in 
ic ; when he was obliged to ufe that language, he firft wrote down 
in Latin what he had a mind to fay, and then gave it to another to 
tranflare 'mm Gree k. In perufing the authors of both languages, 

his chief obfeivaiion was what precepts and examples he might 

collect 
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collect for the public or private inftruftion of his fubjecls and 
friends ; when he thought any of them proper, he copied them 
word for word, and fent them Co his domeftics, the governors of 
the provinces, or the rnagiltrates of the city, as any of them wanted 
admonition $ nay, fo me times he read whole books to the fenate, 
and recommended them afterwards to the people by proclamation. 
His generofity to men of learning knew no bounds, and hence ib 
many famous writers flourifned in his time, that the age of Auguf- 
tus will ever be looked upon as the age of elegancy and iiolicenels ; 
and every admirer of the poets and hiltorians, who flourtflied in 
thole days, will be an admirer of Augujlus, who was fo generous 
to them, and is the chief fubjecl of their panegyrics. 

But his virtues were not without the allay of fome vices highly 
unbecoming a perfon in his ftation He abandoned himfeif to all 
manner of lewdnefs, without renouncing even in his old age the 
vices of his youth : his fevere laws againll adultery were no checlc 
upon him, no more than the facred ties of friend (hip j for he did 
not (\ pa re the wife even of his own favourite and faithful counfellor 
Maecenas. It was not extreme prudence in fo great a poMt cian to 
be daily violating his own laws, efpecially after he hid, by ion- 
tencing thole to death, who were guilty of adultery, declared 
how heinous and unpardonable a crime he thought it. Marc An- 
tony in one of his letters to him before they quarrelled, rallies him 
upon his intrigues with feveral married women of great dillinclion, 
whom he names. His friends, to excufe thole fcandalous practices, 
which were too notorious to be denied, pretended, that he courted 
the favour of the wives to difcover by their means the plots and 
defigns of their hufbands. He is faid to have divorced Scrihonia for 
relenting the authority of one of his concubines : As for Li*via % (he 
out of policy indulged his vicious inclinations fo far, as to make it 
her bufinefs to bring him acquainted with fuch women as (he thought 
he might like: he employed many of his friends in the fame vile 
niiniltry, which gave occafion to feveraJ lampoons and fharp fatyres. 
Marc Antony reproached him with having gained the favour of his 
great uncle ^Julius Ctfar at the expence of his modelty, and his 
brother Lucius Antonius charged him with abandoning himlelf, while 
he was in Spain, to the will of A. Hirtius, who was afterwards con- 
ful, for three hundred thoufand fellerces ; hence the people at a 
comedy not only interpreted to his difhonoir, but applauded, the 
following exprefli on fpoke of a pried of Cybefe, playing upon his 
timbrel, as if it had been fpoken of him, Videfne ut cnardut orbcm 
4'tgito temper et ? Don t you Jee how the catamite governs the ivorid 
with one finger ? Some writers have alfo reprefented him as cove- 
tous of rich furniture, efpecially of Corinthian vcffels ; and tell u«, 
that in the time of the proscription the following pafquinadc was 
writ under his llatue, Pater argentariuj, ego Corintbiarins, that is, 
My father dealt in money* and I in Corinthian vetfels ; for it was 
fuppofed, that feveral perfons had been profcribed for their plate, 
and that his father had been a banker, which lail fuppofition was 
jjuipeiy groundicu, for his father was raifed very early to the high- 
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eft honous in the republic. As for his immoderate defire of rick 
furniture, Suetonius clears him from this imputation , by telling as, 
that the goods and furniture, of his houfe, which were Hill to be 
feen in his time, were nqt rich enough for a private perfon of any 
tafte, and adding, that at the taking of Alexandria, of all the 
queen's rich furniture, he referved for himfelf only a porcelain 
cup. He was given to gaming, and took great pleafure in play- 
ing at dice, which gave occafion to the following diftich, which 
was made daring the war in Sicily : 

Toftquam bis claffe vidus naves perdidit, 
Aliquando ut vine at , ludit ajjiduc aleam. 

That is, having left his fleet twice at flea, he plays daily , that he may 
at lajlnuin. But Suetonius tells us, that he played only for his di- 
verfion, and not out of a defire of winning his friends money ; to 
this purpofe he quotes one of his letters to Tiberius, wherein he 
tells him,that he had pafTed the feaft of Minerva merrily, and played 
every day at dice ; Your brother, fa$s he to Tiberius, was at firft 
agreatlofer, but in the end came off pretty well, having recovered 
himfelf beyond expectation : I loft twenty thoufand fefterces ; but 
had I exaaed what was owing to me, or kept what I gave away, 
I ftiould have won above fifty thoufand. He was naturally very 
fuperftitious, a great obferver of dreams, and looked upon the flight 
or chattering of birds as infallible prefages. If in the morning his 
flioes were given him wrong, or the right foot fhoe prefented to 
him for the left, he counted it ominous. If it rained when he was 
fetting out on a journey, he reckoned it a fign of a fpeedy and 
happy return : he would never begin a journey the day after the 
nundinee, nor undertake any bufinefsof confequence upon the nones \ 
he was fo afraid of thunder and lightning, that he carried a feaTs 
Ikin always about him, imagining, as was then generally believed, 
that it had we know not what fecret virtue againft thunder ; but 
neverthelefs, for his greater fecurity, upon the leaft apprehenfion 
of an extraordinary ftorm, he ufed to feek for fheltcr in a vault or 

cellar under- ground. 

Such were the virtues, fuch the vices of the famous Auguflus. 
As for his conduct during the civil war, it was fuch as brought, we 
may fay, difgrace upon ufurpation itfelf. He ftuck at no crime, 
however heinous ; but after he had, either by public profcriptions, 
or private afTaflinations, cut off all thofe who gave him umbrage, 
he reigned with moderation over the reft. He reigned long, and 
eftablilhed a lading peace, a great relief after fo long and dcltruc- 
tive a war. In this long tranquility, the calamities which had been 
occafioncd by the war were fprgor, and Auguflus cried up as the 
author of the blcilmgs they enjoyed in a profound peace at home. 
Befides, the badnefs of his fucccflbrs was a fignal advantage to his 
name and memory j for in proportion as tiiL-y were detelted, he 
y/a* regretted. ^ 
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had done. This alarmed Crifpus Salluftius (G), who was 
privy to all the fecret counfels of Tiberius , and had fent the 
tribune the warrant : he knew it was equally dangerous to 
confefs the truth, and charge the emperor, or to clear the 
emperor, and accufe himfelr. In this perplexity he had re- 
courfe to Livia, advifing her, by no means to divulge the Jecrets 
of the palace, the counfels of the mini/lers, or the fervic- of the 
foldiery, adding, that Tiberius f/jould beware of weakening the fo- 
vereign authority by referring all things to the fenate y the na- 
ture of abfolute povjer being fuch as could not be preferved irrtire 
but in one perfon r . Livia followed the advice of Saiiuflius 9 

and no further mention was made of the murder of the young 
prince (H). 

As 



r Tacit, annal. 1. i. c. 6. Dio. 1. lvi. p. 590. 



(G) Crifpus Salluftius was born of an equeftrian family, great- 
nephew by a filter to the famous hiftorian Cat us Sallujiius, and by 
him adopted ; he might have rifen to the greateft honours in the 
Hate, but in imitation of Maecenas, whom he propofed to himfelf 
for his pattern, he contented himfelf with the title of a Roman 
knight, though he excelled in power many, who had been diftin- 
guifhed with confulfhips and triumphs. In M<eeenas^s life-time he 
was next in favour with Juguflus, and upon the death of that faith- 
ful counfellor, he became the chief confident firft of Auguftus* and 
afterwards of Tiberius, who repofed an intire confidence in him : he 
was extreme nice in his drefs, expenfi. ve in his manner of living, and 
no ways inferior in luxury and magnificence to Mcscenas himfelf ; 
but could, upon any exigency, exert a vigour equal to the greateft 

affairs, which he concealed under the appearance of indolence and 
Itoth ^6z). 

(H) Suetonius tells us, that Agrippa was killed by a military tri- 
bune, in whofe cultody he was at that time, after he had read the 
warrant for his execution to him ; which warrant, adds that writer, 
whether left by Augu/lus when he died, to prevent an/ troubles 
which might happen upon his death, or contrived by Li via in Aw 
guftus's name, with or without the privity of Tiberius, is a thing 
uncertain tothis day (63), ButTacitus tells us in exprefs terms, that 
Auguftus never dipt his hands in his own blood j neither does he think 
it credible, that he would barbaroufly facrifice the life of his grand- 
fon to the fecurity of his ftep-iba. It is therefore more probable, 
fays that author, that this halty murder was purely the work of Ti- 
berius and Li<uia t and that the young prince fell thus untimely to 
(atiate the hatred which Li via bore him, and to deliver Tiberius 
from a troublefomc rival. Though the aflafTm, who was charged 
With the execution of this cruel order, was a bold and refolute cen- 



(6z) Tacit a^nal, L u (^63) Suet* in Tiber, c> iz. 
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As foon as the death of Auguftus was known at Rome, the 
confuls, fenators, and knights, ran headlong into flavery, a» 
Tacitus exprefles it. With fervile flattery they took care to 
frame their faces fo as to reconcile falfe joy for the acceffion 
of Tiberius , with feigned grief for the lofs of Auguftus, 
Tiberius The two confuls Sextus Pompeius and Sextus Apuleius took 
ajfe&s mo- firft the oath of fidelity to Tiberius, and then adminiftered it 



defy. 



Tie qfftelM 
/* decline 
the five - 
reign 

power. 



to the fenate, the people, and the foldiery 3 for Tiberius affect- 
ed to derive all his authority from the confuls and fenate, as 
if the antient republic ftill fubfifted,and he were yet in fufpenfc 
about accepting or rejecting the fovereign power : he even 
pwned in his edict for fummoning the fenate, that he iffued it 
in virtue of the tribunitial power granted him under Auguftus, 
and that he claimed no other authority, no other title for 
having a {hare in the public adminiftration. But notwith- 
ftanding this pretended modefty, from the moment Augujim 
expired, he aflumed all the prerogatives of an abfolute prince, 
gave the word to the praetorian cohorts, placed guards about 
his perfon, went guarded in the ftreets, and to the fenate, 
and writ letters to the feveral armies in the undifguifed ftyle 
of one who was already mailer of the Roman empire, and had 
under his command all it? forces- This he did to prevent the 
armies in diftant provinces from declaring for Germanicus, 
who was then in Germany at the head of feven legions, and 
a great body of allies. But with the fenate he proceeded in a 
quite different manner ; when the confeript fathers offered 
him the government, he pretended to refufe it, though he had 
already fecured it to himfelf, and with a great deal of artifice 
began to difcourfe of the greatnefs of the Roman empire, and 
in rnodeft terms of his own infufficiency s telling them, That 
the divine genius of Auguflrus alone was equal to fo great a 
charge ; that as for himfelf he knew by experience, having 
borne part of Auguffus'x cares 9 how many difficulties, contin- 
gencies and dangers , are infeparably annexed to rule and fovt* 
reignty ; that ft nee the city was fo happily replcnijhed with great 
numbers of illujfrious patriots, they ought not to lay the whole 
burden of the adminifl ration upon one perfon, but divide it among 
many, &c. When he had ended his fpeech, the fenators, 
who dreaded nothing fo much as to feem to underftand him, 
burft into tears, and throwing themfelves at his feet, embrac- 
ed his knees, begging him in the moft low and fervile manner 

turion, or tribune, as Suetonius calls him, and found young jfgripp* 
unarmed, and little apprehending iuch a deftiny, yet it was witj} 
the utmoll difficulty that he difpatched him, In him ended the 
family of Augustus. 

imaginable 
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imaginable not to abandon them> but to take upon him a 
charge, to which none but himfelf was equal. Then Tibe- 
rius, pretending to yield to their importunity, I am, faid he t 
unequal to the weight of the whole government ; but if you think 
ft to intrufl me zvith any particular part, whatever it be 9 / 
am ready to undertake it. Hereupon Afinius Gallus (I) rif- Several 
in"- up, / beg to know, Csefar, faid he, what part of the go- ff nators 
vernmcnt you deftre for your Jhare ? This unexpected demand *"f"^ 
ftartled Tiberius, who for a while flood mute ; but recover- " l fi l * a f ur *< 
ing himfelf, anfwered, that it ill became his modefly to chufe 
or reject any particular branch of the adminifl ration, when he 
defired to be excufed from the 'whole. Gallus, perceiving him 
offended, as readily replied, that he did not offer that ques- 
tion, as if he deflgned to divide what was in itfelf indivifible, 
but to convince him by his own confeflion, that the common- 
wealth was but one body, and confequently could not be go- 
verned but by the wifdom of one perfon : then continuing his 
fpeech, he made a long defcant upon the great merits and ac- 
complifhments of Tiberius, of his many victories and con- 
quers, of the civil employments he had long borne with great 
credit and reputation, tsV, but this did not affuage the wrath 
of Tiberius, who had long hated Gallus for having married 
Vipfania Agrippina, the daughter of Agrippa, whom Tibc- 

(T) Afinius Gallus was the fon of the famous Afinius Pollio, the fa- 
vourite of Augufius, and great patron of learning, and men of let- 
ten. He had been conful eleven years before, with Caius Marcius 
Cenforinusy and had alfo borne the office of triumvir monetalis, or 
0v£r/ctr of the coinage, as appears from one of Augufius y s medals with 
this legend on the reverfe, C. Afinius Gallus III. vir. A. A. A. F. F. 
that is triumvir, auro, argento t <rrc ,flando .feriundo . At firft the con- 
fute took upon themfelves the care of the mint, and joined two fc- 
nators with them in this office ; but afterwards the heads of the re- 
public were eafed of this trouble, and fometimes two, fometimes 
three, fometimes four, perfons were appointed to direct and infpett 
the coinage, and were called, according to their number, duumviri, 

triumviri ', quatuorviri monetales, reris, argenti, ouri y fatores (64). 

Thefc magistrates are fometimes defcribed on medals which were- 
probably the current coin of the Romans^ thus ; Cur. X. Fl. that is, 
Luratores denariorum flandorum y and they were fo called till the 
triumviri ?nontales were created. But to return to Afinius Gallus 9 
Suetonius afcribes to him a final 1 performance, containing a parallel 
or companion of Cicero and his father Afinius Pollio, in which he 
gave the preference to the latter ; in anlwer to this work, the em- 
peror Claudius publifhed a book which hcinticled, A Defence of Ci- 
cero again ji the writings of Galluf. 



(64) Vide Pompon, I. si, dr orig. juris. 
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rius had been obliged by Auguftus to divorce, to make room 
for his d lughter Julia. He fufpe£red that Afinius Gallus by 
this match defigned to raife himfelf above the rank of a fub- 
je£fc, and therefore upon tin's new provocation refolved to 
feize the hrft opportunity of delivering himfelf from his feare 
by the death of his fuppofed rival- Lucius Arruntius 
Gfuintus Hateriusy and Mamercus Scaurus, likewife incurred 
on this occafion the difpleafure of Tiberius ; Arruntius y by a 
fpeech not much unlike that of Gallus ; Hirtius^ by aflcing 
him, Hoiv long, Caefar, will you fuffer the commonwealth to 
remain deftitute of a head P and Scaur us , for faying byway of 
raillery, There is room to hope, that Tiberius will at length 
yield to the intreaties and prayers of the fenate, fmce he has not 
eppofed, as he mighty in uirtue of his tribunitial power y the 
motion of the confuls in his behalf. The ill-timed pleafure, 
which thefe illuftrious citizens took in fhewing themfelves 
■well apprifed of Tiberius 9 s real intentions, coft them dear ; 
for he afterwards facrificed them all, under various pretences, 
to his jealoufy and fufpicions. Some other fenators fpoke (till 
more boldly ; and yet we do not find that Tiberius ever re- 
fented the liberty they had taken ; they were not, in all like- 
lihood, fo confiderable, either for their birth or talents, as to 
Vb$ hold- S* ve an 7 umbrage. Of thefe one, no longer able to bear 
ttefs of t ' le a m °iguity of his anfwers, with which he held Jthe fe- 
jome feua. nate m fufpenfe, who were all the while at his feet, cried out, 



tors. 



(K) A. Lucius Arruntius was defcended of an anticnt and noble 
family, indowed with extraordinary talents, pofTefTed of great 
wealth, and in high favour with the people. Auguftus was 
well acquainted with his abilities, and not long before his death, in 
a familiar converfation with his friends, declared his opinion of him; 
for the difcourfe turning upon the great men in Rome, who were 
equal to the fupreme power, and fome naming Marcus Lepidus, 
others Afinius Gallus, and fome Lucius Arruntius j Marcus Lepidus 
replied Auguftus, is indeed capable of the fupreme power , but <will not, 
in my opinion, accept of it ; A finius Gallus nvil/ a /pi re at it, but is 
not qualified for it \ as for Lucius Arruntius, ht is both equal to fo 
great a charge, and <zuill not fail^ upon a proper occafion, to feize tt 

(^bg). That he fpolce thus of Lepidus and AJinius is agreed on all 
hands, but fome writers, quoted by Tacitus, in (lead of Arruntius 
name Cneius Pifo, of whom we fhall have frequent occafion to fpeak 
in the courfe of this reign. AH thefe great men, except Le- 
pidus, were foon cut off by Tiberius'** orders, being charged with 
various crime* feigned by him on purpofe to get rid of all comf en- 
ters to the lovcre gn power (66). 



(6s) Tacit, ibid, (66) Idem ibid. 
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Tiberius cither accept of the empire ,or declare in plain terms 
that he rejccls it. Another boldiv addreiTing him, Other men y 
faid he, perform Jlouuly zubat they readily promt fe ; but you 
promt fe Jlruuly what you have already performed 1 . And in- 
deed he reigned already, having from the moment Augufius 
expired aflumed all the prerogatives of a fovereign ; but irji 
this myftcrious way of dealing with the fenate, he had two 
fhinis in view 5 the firft was to male? the world believe that 
Jie had been by the commonwealth chofen, and called to the 
empire, which was more glorious for him than to owe it to 
jhe intrigues of a woman, or to the adoption of a fuperannu- 
ated prince ; the fecond thins; he had in view was to difcover 
the defigns and intentions of the great men, and by that means 
be able to diftinguifh his friends from his foes u . At length 
pretending to be overcome by the importunities of the con- 
fcript fathers, and complaining of the heavy burden they laid 
upon him, he began to yield by degrees to their requeft, and 
in the end* accepted the government, but fo as to give thern 
hopes that he would one day refign it ; his words were, / 
acce;t the empire^ and will hold it till fuch time as you confeript Tiken 
fathers in your great prudence fiall think fit to give repofe to my ia j icJ 
old age. Thus vi&sTiberius Claudius Drujus Nero (L^, in him the 

the 



tmptre, 



c Tacit, ibid. c. 11, 12. Suet. ibid. Dio. 1. lvii. p. 602. 
» Tacit. ibid. 

(L) The Claudian family, of which Tib eriut was defended, wa« 
one of the moil illutlrious families of Rome. They were originally 
of Regillum, a ci:y of the Sabines, whence, according to fome writ- 
ers, they removed to Rome , in the time of Romulus, being invited 
thither by Titus Tatius, who reigned jointly with him ; according to 
others, whom we have followed (67), in the fourth confulihip of 
Poplicola, when they were brought to Rome by deli us C/aufus, chief 
of the family, and received into the number of the patricians by the 
fenate, who afligned them a certain portion of land beyond the Jnio % 
and a burying place under the capitol. Melius C/aufus, on his ar- 
rival at Rome, whither ho came with five thou fan d families of his 
friends and dependents, changed his name to dfipius Claudius , and 
was immediately admitted into the fen ate. In proceh of time the 
Claudian family was honoured with twenty- eight con fu I (hips, five 
diclatorfhips, Wen cenforfhips, fix triumphs, and two ovations. 
They were diltinguifhed among thenifelves by feveral Names and 
frrnamcs, but they agreed absolutely to renounce the name of 
Lucius, which wn« common in their family, two gf that name 
having been condemned and executed, and to take the name of 

<(>-) Vide Hill Univerf Vol. XL p. 26 f, 262. 

Vol. XIII. Eee Km 
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the fifty fixth year of his age, raifed to the empire, and 
inverted by the fenate and people with the fame unbounded 
power which Auguftus had enjoyed. 

Tiberius 

Nero in its Head, which in the Sabine language fignifies ftrong and 
valiant. Of this family were the famous Appius C&eus, Appim 
Claudius Caudex, Appius Claudius Nero, Appius Claudius the decem- 
vir, Appius Claudius Drufus, Appius Claudius Pulcher, of whom we 

have fpoken at length in different Places of this work. Of the 
fame family were the two celebrated Claudia', one of whom difin- 
gaged the veffel, which was ftranded at the mouth of the Tiber, 
and laden with the facred image and the utenfils of the great mo- 
ther of the gods ; the other was arraigned of high treafon before 
the people, which had never happened before to any woman, for 
faying, as (he paffed in her chariot through the ftreets which were 
much crouded, / <zvi/b my brother Pulcher tuere ali<ve,ahd that by lofag 
another fea fight , he might clear the ftreets of that throng, and make 
more room for my chariot : for Claudius Pulcher , as we have related 
elfewhere ^68), having engaged the Carthaginians at fea contrary to 
the opinion of all his officers, was by them entirely defeated with 
the Iofs of ninety galleys, and twenty eight thoufand men, killed, 
drowned, or taken prifoners, P. Claudius, the declared enemy of 
Cicero* was likewife of this family ; but in order to obtain the tri- 
buneftiip, and by the power annexed to that office enable himfelf 
effectually to deftroy the Roman orator, he renounced his nobi- 
lity, and got himfelf adopted by a mean plebeian into a very low 
family. The reft were all patricians, and had ever been the prin- 
cipal aflertora of the power and dignity of that order. Tiberius wai 
of the patrician family of the Claudii % both by the father's fide, 
who was defcended from Tiberius Nero* the fon of Appius Caeus % 
and by the mother's, who was the daughter of Appius Pulcher , bro- 
therto the faid Tiberius Nero. He was alfo allied to the family of 
the Li<vii, by the adoption of his mother's grandfather. The £i- 
wian family was indeed plebeian, but neverthelefs honour'd with 
eight confulfhips, two cenforftupe, one di&atorfhip, and three tri- 
umphs. To this family Rome was indebted for many citizens of 
great prowefs and renown, among whom we may well reckon U. 
mius Salinator, and Livius Drufus ; of Li<vius Salinator we have fpoke 
elfewhere (69) ; as to Li*vius Drujus, he is faid to have killed in a 
fmgle combat a general of the enemy, named Draufus, and to have 
in memory of that exploit afTumed and tranfmitted to his pofterity 
the name of Drufus* In his praetorfhip he recovered, according to 
fome writers, and brought back, the gold which had been given to 
the Seno nes, when they beficged the capitol. The father of Tibe- 
rius was qux*ftor to Julius Carfar, and commanded his fleet in the 
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C68) Hift. Uwwf. Foi. XII. p. 4f,42. (69) Wfi. Univerf. 
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Tiberius had no fooner accepted the empire, than the fena- 
tors, to curry favour with their new fovereign, were for 

heaping 

Alexandrian war ; afcer which he was by the dictator rewarded for 
his eminent fervices, and appointed firft pontifex in the room of Pub* 
lius Scipio s and afterwards honoured with the command of the colo- 
nies which were fent into Gaul. However, when the dictator was 
Pain, and mod of the fenators apprehenilve of new troubles, were for 
paffing an act of oblivion, Tiberius, not thinking that enough, mov- 
ed, that rewards might be beftovved on the tyrannicides. In the 
Perufian war he fided with Lucius Antonius a gain ft Oflavianus, and 
though the reft abandoned Lucius, yet he could never be prevailed 
upon to forfake him j fo that he was the only perfon who conti- 
nued with him to the laft. When the city of Perufia furrendered, 
he found means to make his efcape firft to Prarnejle, and from 
thence into Campania, where he armed the (laves with a defign to 
make a ftand again ft O&avianus ; but his undifciplined troops be- 
taking themfelves to flight at the approach of Osiawianus's victo- 
rious legions, he was forced to hhelter himfelf in Sicily, where he 
ftaid a very (hort time being difgufted with Pompey, who neither 
deigned to admit him into his prefence, nor would allow him to 
have the fafces carried before him, though the time of his prstor- 
fliip, was not yet expired. From Sicily he retired into Greece* 
where, he was kindly received by Marc Antony, and entertained by 
him in a manner fuitable to his rank, till a peace being concluded 
between Antony, O&avianus, and Pompey, and a general amnefty 
granted, he returned to Rome with the reft of the exiles j where 
Augufius falling in love with his wife Livia Drujilla, obliged hint 
to yield her to him, though (he had already brought him children* 
among the reft Tiberius, and was then big with child. He died 
foon after, leaving behind him two fons, Tiberius and Drufus, fur- 
named Nero's, as we have related above. 

Some authors have written, that Tiberius was born at Fundi, a 
city of the Au fanes between Terracina and Form:, a ; but the 
moft credible writers afTure us, that he was born at Rome on mount 
Palatine, the fixteenth Day before . the kalends of December, M. 
JEmilius Lepidus being conful the fecond time with L. Munatius 
P/ancus. In his infancy he fuffered great hard (hips, ana ..as ex- 
pofed to frequent dangers, his parents having taken him along with 
them in their flight and exile ; nay, his mother Li>via, in their 
painful journeys round SiV/7y and Greece, is faid to have carried him 
great part of the way in her arms, her hufband being abandoned 
by all his friends, and even his domeilics, on account of his ftcady 
adherence to the republican party. Some time after his return to 
Rome one M. Gallius, a fenator, adopted him by his laft will, and 
appointed him his heir : Tiberius accepted of the eftate, but de- 
clined afluming the name of his benefactor, becaufe he had been 
formerly a zealous ftickler for the republican party. He made a 
a funeral oration for his father, when he was but nine years old, 
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heaping extraordinary honours on his mother : fomc propofed 
Jccitcing her the general title of mother^ others that of mother 
of her country, and aim oft all moved, that to the name of 
^ft'^rius fhould be added, the Jon of Livia. But Tiberius^ 
je^l .us of Ins mother'^ iil*uy, anfwered, that public honours 
ou:;ht to bu cunferrc-d upon women warily, and with a fparing 
hand, adding, that he would ufe the fame moderation in re- 



which was received with great applaufe. In Augu(lus\ triumph for 
ru\ viclo^y ax er Antony ar Aflium. he attendedhim on horfeback with 
Marcelhi the ion of OS2a-via Me afterwards commanded the 
young noblemen in the Trojan fo!eninities. or tournament called Troy, 
which were celebrated in the circus, prefided in the ASiac games, 
inlhtutcd in memory of AuguJIus^ victory at Aclium, and exhibited 
fcvtrrai combats of gladiators in honour of his father Tiberius, and 
grandfather Drufus, in one of which he engaged, with three hun- 
dred thoufand fellerces, fome of the rudiarii, or gladiators who 
had been difcharged and exempted from fighting, to return to the 
arena. He entertained the people with feveral other magnificent 
fhows, partly at the expence of his mother, and partly of his fa- 
ther in Saw. His fir It wife was Agrippina, the daughter of Agrip- 
pa, and granddaughter of the famous Titus Pomponius Atticus, by 
whom he had his fon Drufus ; but though fhe was with child again, 
he was obliged much againft his will to divorce her, and marry 
Julia, the daughter of AuguJIus, by whom he had one fon, who 
died while he was yet an infant. "Julia had in her firft hufband's 
life-time, exprefled a great paflion for Tiberius ; but after their 
marriage fhe defphed htm, and was, as is commonly belived, 

with her fcandalous and lewd life, the chief caufe of his fudden 
rerrcat to Rhodes. 

He firll ferved under AuguJIus in quality of military tribune in 
the Ct2>itabrian war ; fome time after he was appointed commander 
in chief of the army, which was fent into Armenia to place Tigranes 
on that throne. On his return from that expedition Augujlut 
raifed him to the praetorfhip, and took him with him into Gaul, 
whence he fent him again!* the Rbastians and Vindelicians* whom he 
conquered, reducing their country to a Roman province, as we have 
related above. He was no lefs fuccefsful in his expeditions againft 
the Pannonians and Germans, whom he obliged to fue for peace, 
Augusts rewarded his victories with a triumph, which he obtained 
in his fecond conluifhip. But in the height of his glory he left 
Rome, and retiied to Rhodes, whence after feven years banifhment, 
as we may call it, he was allowed to return to Rome, reinftatcd in 
the favour of AuguJIus by the intereft of his mother Li<via, appoint- 
ed to command the armies in Pannonia, Da/matia, and Illyricttm, 
made in fome degree partner of the empire with AuguJIus, and in 
his lail will named his chief heir (70). 

(70) Fide Suet, in Tiber, fcf Dlo. /. lvi. 
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ceiving the honours which fhoukl be ofFered to himfelf. He 
could not be prevailed upon to fufFer Co much as a lictor to be 
decreed her, tho* every \ eftal enjoyed that mark of diftinc^ 
tion ; nay, he pro! limited the railing her an altar in memory 
of her late adoption into the Julian family, or paying her any 
honours of the like nature. Thus from the very beginning 
of his reign, he requited with the utmofr ingratitude the infi- 
nite obligations he owed his mother, being afhamed, as 
was commonly believed, to acknowledge himfelf indebted for 
the empire to the intrigues of a woman w. He proved a no 
lefs cruel hufband, than an undutiful -fon. 'Julia had beea 
long fince banifhed by her father into the ifland of Pandata- 
via on account of her fcandalous lewdnefs, and from thence 
(b me years after removed to the city of Rbegium on the 
ftraights of Sicily, where {he fuffered a kfs painful exile. 77- 
berius in Auguftus** life -time had (hewn great tendernefs and 
companion for his unhappy wife, and often folicited the prince 
to recall her, and reinftate her in his favour. But he was no 
fuoner dcclaied emperor, than he ftopt the fmall penfion 
which her father paid her yearly for her fupport ; fo that the 
unfortunate princefs, after a long feries of miferies, died of The death 
want in the fifteenth year of her baniftiment * (M). At the */ Julia, 
fame time Semprcnius Gracchus, one of her chief favourites, 
was by Tibcrius's orders put to death in the ifland of Cerci- 
Hrf, to which he had been confined by Augujlus. He was def- 
cended of one of the moft illuftrious families in Rome, had a 
lively wit, great eloquence, and an engageing addrefs and 
behaviour. With thefe parts he had captivated the heart of 
Julia, and debauched her while (he was yet jfgrippa's wife j 

w Idem ibid. * Idem ibid. c. 5 3. Suut. 1. iii. c. 1 1. 

(M) Auguflus had confined her only to the city of Rbegium , but 
liberins would not allow her the liberty of going out of the houfe 
in which (he lodged, nor fufFer any of the inhabitants to converfe 
with her, or come near her. He deprived her according to Sueto- 
nius (71), of the fmall penfion which jfugujlus had allowed her 
for her maintenance, under pretence of an ecaft and religious ob- 
fervance of the laft will of her father, in wiiich nd mention wai 
made of her. But Dion Cajfius tells us {yz) f that he left her a 
fmall legacy, tho 1 he ordained, thac neither (he nor her daughter 
mould be laid in his maufola:um ; and Tacitus fay*, that he caufed 
her to perifh with want, fuppofing that her tragical death, as (he 
was at a good diftancc from Romc % would remain conceded (73). 

(7!) Suet. ibid. c. 5. (72} Dm. / Ivi. (73^ 'ItiJf. 

anxaL /. i. 

/Kicker 
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neither did he break ofF his intrigues with her, a**ter me was 
married to Tiberius ; nay, he is fuppofed to have infpired her 
with contempt and averfion for her new hufband, and to have 
dictated the letters, which (he wrote to her father, full of 
bitternefs agai nft Tiberius , and painting him in the moil odi- 
ous colours. He had therefore been banifhed by Auguftus to 
the ifland of Cercina, where he had fuffered great mifcries for 
fourteen years. But Tiberius , not judging banilhment an 
adequate punilhment for the injuries Sempronius had done him, 
Semproni- ^ ent or or ^ €rec ^ Lucius Ajprenas^ procunful of Africa^ to fend 
usGrac- a band of aflaffins to dlfpatch him- Thcfe upon their landing 
chus one of found the unhappy exile on the fhore, who, without betray- 
bcrchlef ing any fear or furprize, went to meet them, and intreat 
favourites them, being well apprifed of their defign, to fufpend the 
murdered execution of Cafar's orders, till he wrote a letter to his wife 
by Tiberi- Miliaria , to acquaint her with his Jaft will ; which he had no 
xu> y sorders> f ooner done, than he offered his neck to the fword of theaf- 

faflins with a conftancy and intrepidity worthy of the Sempro- 
nian name, though he had in his life-time fhamefully dege- 
nerated from the glory of his anceftors. Some authors have 
written, that the aflaffins were not fent directly from Rome 9 
but from Africa^ the crafty tyrant having committed the 
execution of hi:? orders to Lucius Afprenas, governor of that 
province, in order to fcreen himfelf by that means from the 
imputation of putting to death an illuftrtous citizen of Rome y 
whom his father Augujlus had only condemned to banifhment, 
Heendea- and can: the odium of fuch an action on Afprenas 7. But 
njourstoen- Tiberius'* principal care in the beginning of his reign was to 
gageGer- engage in his intereft his nephew Germanlcus, who on account 
manicus in Q f his extraordinary parts, and fweet temper, was equally 
bisi?iterejl. adored by the people and foldiery. In order to this, though 

he hated Germanicus in his heart, yet pretending a tender 
affection for him, after he had forbid the fenate to confer any 
particular honours on Livia, he recommended to them his 
nephew, and even afked for him the proconfular power ; 
which being granted, he immediately difpatched into Germany 
perfonsof the firft rank to acquaint him therewith, and condole 
with him in his name for the death of Jugujius * (N). He 

then 

y Tacit, ibid, c, 53. * Idem ibid. 

(N} Germanicus had been inverted with the proconfular power 
three years before by Augu/lus, as Dion informs us 5 the power 
therefore, which was now conferred upon him at the Requeft of 

Tiberius, was, no doubt, a confirmation of the proconfular autho- 
rity 
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then named twelve candidates for the prsetorfhip, among 
whom were Velleius Paterculut the hiftorian, and his bro- 
ther \ the fenate defired him to appoint more, but as that 
number had been fettled by Augujlus* he not only refufed to 
comply with their requcfl, but bound himfelf by an oath never 
todepart from the regulations of his predecefTor. The people had 
hitherto enjoyed the privilege of creating magiftrates, or at ieaft 
{hared it with the emperor, one half of the magiftrates being named The privi- 
ty him, and the other by the tribes, aflcmbled in the field of ie S e °f 
Mars (Oj; but Tiberius in the firft elections, deprived them cr * a '™g 
of their antient rights, and transferred them to the fenate : m *&flr°*** 
the people complained of this innovation, but no diiturbances fr^lfa 
enfued, the fenate being well pleafed with the change, fince pc^let'th* 
by it they were delivered from the charge of buying votes, and c t l ate 
the lhame of begging them a . 

tt Idem ibid. Dio. L liv. 

rity for life, his fuch as had been formerly granted to Auguftus. In 
virtue of this new dignity, Germanicus had an alrnoft abfolute autho- 
rity over all the Raman forces both in the provinces and the city, 
and was every-where to be acknowledged as commander in chiefs 
and under Tiberius generaliffimo of the empire. 

(^O) Suetonius tells us, that Julius Co: far flared the power of crea- 
ting magiftrates with the people, except in the ele&ion of confuls, one 

half of the magiftrates being declared by them, and the other by 
himfelf, which he lignified by billets fent to the tribes in thefe words 5 
I recommend fucb or fuch a per fin to you, that by your fuffrage he may 
be admitted into fuch or fuch an office (74). The fame writer in the 

life of Auguftus informs us, that he reftored lo the afiexnbltes of the 

people the ancient rights, having firft enacted fevere laws againft 

all forts of bribery, and corrupt acquifition of offices. But whether 

Suetonius by ancient right J meant thofe which the people enjoyed in 

the times of liberty, or only, the privilege ot chufing one half of 

the magiftrates, which they were allowed in the dictatorship of 

Cafar, and afterwards deprived of during the triumvirate, is matter 

of difpute among the learned (75). As to the confuls, they were 

both named by Cafar the dictator, and afterwards by Auguftus, ae 

leaft in the firft years of his reign. Dion fecms to infinuate, that Ti- 

htrius named the confuls himfelf, but allowed the fenate to chufe 

the other magiftrates, referving to himfelf the recommendation of 

fome who were to be elected without oppofition : on the other hand 

Tacitus tells us, that as to the confular elections, he can fcarce affirm 

any thing, there being in this particular a great difagreement among 

the hiftorians of thofe times, and a Teeming contradiction in the 

fpeeches of Tiberius himfelf, always referred, always my fieri- 
ous (76). 

<1A>- Suet in Julio, r. 41. (7O Vide Lipfium in Ecurf in au- 
nt. Tacit. /. i. lit era £. (76) Tacit, antml. J. i. in fine. 

Tiberius 
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Tiberius had fcarce taken pofleflion of the fove reign pow- 
er, or, as we may well call it, the throne, when news was 
brought him, that the armies in Pannonia and Germany had 
f 'he army mutinieJ. In Pannonia three legions, viz. the eighth, the 
in Panno- ninth, and the thirteenth, being allowed by their general Ju- 
msLmuti- lius Bla?fus a relaxation for fame days from their ufual duties, 
met. either to mourn, according to the Roman cuftom, for the 

death of Augufus^ or to rejoice for the acceflion of Tiberius, 
they grew wanton, quarrelfome and turbulent, began to heark- 
en to feditious difeourfes, to be fond of an eafy and idle life, 
and to have an utter averfion to the toils and discipline of the 
camp. They were headed and inflamed by one Percennius, 
a common foldier, who, before he ferved in the army, had 
made it his whole budnefs to raife difturbance^, and form 
parties in the theatres and play-houfes to hifs or applaud fuch 
players as he difliked or favoured (P). As he hud by this 
practice acquired a notable talent in fpeaking to a croud, and 
inflaming the mob, in the dufk of the evening, when thofe 
whom he diltrufted were withdrawn to their tents, he u fed to 
aflemble the moft turbulent, ftir them up to mutiny, inflame 
them againfr iheir officers, and encourage them to lay hold 
of the prefent ojcafion, while the emperor's authority was yet 
wavering, to prevail upon him either by force or intreatiesto 
Percen ni us redr efs their grievances. How long, faid he, Jhall we cbey y 
inflames Uke faves 7 a few centurions and tribunes ? fibers JJjall we 
them. have courage enough to demand a redrefs of our grievances^ if 

ive let Jlip the prefent opportunity P JVhat hinders us from lay- 
ing our complaints before the new emperor, and obliging him 
either by our prayers or menaces to liflen to them ? Ave Vie 
doomed to be for ever miferable ? Many of us have already ferv- 
ed thirty or forty years, are decrepit with age, and maimtd 
with wounds ; and yet either cannot obtain our difcharge^ or 
after having obtained /r ? are fill kept in the camp under the 

(P) In the circus and theatres there were in the Roman times par- 
ties and factions, fome favouring one attor, and fome another : the 
oppofite parties often came to blows ; nay, much blood was fome- 
times (hed in thefc frays. Suetonius tells us, that the emperor flero 
took great pleafure in thefe theatrical battles ; and that being con- 
veyed in his litter into the theatre, he not only beheld from the up- 
per part of the profecmum the oppofite parties quarrelling about 
the players, but fet them together by the ears ; and when they 
were engaged, took great delight in throwing Hones, and pieces of 
broken benches, among the croud, with which he once wounded 
apra:tor in the head C77)« 



(77) Suet, in Ner. c. 26. 
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honourable title of veterans ( Q^)» and obliged to undergo the 
fame hard/hips, the fame labours. But fuppofe any of us Jhould 
tf cape fo many danger s, and outlive fo many calamities, how 
tn the end fhall we be rewarded P Under the name of lands we 
Jhall be doomed to drain bogs and marjhes, or to till barren 
mountains in countries far remote from our native foil. Could 
our pay afford us a comfortable fubfijlence, we jhould not have 
fo much reafon to complain of the poornefs cf our rewards. 
But our perfons and lives are valued only at ten affes a day, and 
out of this we mujl buy cloaths, tents , and arms ; out of this 
%ue mujl bribe our cruel centurions, and redeem ourf elves from 
their blows : for fo poor a price we mujl patiently fujfer Jlripes 9 
vjounds, hard winters 9 laborious fummers, bloody wars, or a 
barren peace. For thefe miferies there is no other remedy left 
us, than that we refufe to jerve but upon certain conditions fix- 
ed by ourf elves particularly, that our pay be a denarius, or fix- 
teen ajfes a day (R) % that fixteen years be the utmojl term of 

ferving 9 

( Q_) In the times of the republic thofe were called veterans, 
who had ferved twenty years, after which they were difcharged, 
and allowed to retire, if they pleafed, as Suidas informs us : this dif- 

charge was called MiJJio. But under the emperors the veterans, 
that is, thofe who had ferved twenty years, were ftill kept in the 
camp till they received the rewards which were due to them on ac- 
count of their paft fervices, and in the mean time were exempted 
from all manner of drudgery, and only obliged to fight. This dif- 
charge or exemption from military toils was called by the ancients 
exauSoratio, which we muft carefully diftinguifli from what they 
called MiJJio : for after the former they often continued many years 
under their colours, whereas the latter was an abfolute difcharge 
granted to them after they had received their rewards. Suetonius 
tells us, that Tiberius very rarely difcharged his veterans, that he 
might be a gainer by their deaths (78) ; for the rewards due to them 
were not paid Co their heirs. The fame writer informs us, thac 
Caligula in reviewing his army difcharged feveral centurions, who 
had very near ferved their time, under pretence that they were too 
old, and unfit for the fervice ( 79). Thus fome of the emperors 
declined difcharging their foldiers after they had ferved their time, 
and others difcharged them before ; all with the fame view, to d-c- 
fraud them of their rewards, 

(R) The Roman denarius was a piece of filvcr firft coined in the 
year of Rome 484, ^ Ogulnim Gallus and Fabius Fidor being 
confuls. ft was at firft worth ten affes t and therefore marked with 
the numeral letter X. It underwent in procefs of time many chang- 
es and reductions ; but in the age we are now writing of, it wa* 

( 78; Suet, in Tib. c, 48. f~a ) Idem in Calig. c. 44. 

Vol. XIII. Fff " valued 
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ferving* that when this ttrne is expired* we be no longer kept 
under the colours* but have our rewards paid us in ready money 
in the camp where we earned it. Do\ the praetorian cohorts* 
who receive two denarii a day* and are dij charged after Jixteen 
years fervice* undergo greater dangers than we ? I do not mean 
to detracl from the merit of the city guards* but only fay y that 
we are placed in the midfi of barbarous nations* and cannot 
look out of our camp without feeing the enemy. This harangue 
was received with great applaufe by the in raged multitude ; 
fome of them immediately propofed the incorporating of the 
three legions into one ; but every one claiming for his own legi- 
on the prerogative of denominating the other two, this pro- 
ject was defeated ; however, they agreed to place the three 
eagles of the legions with the ftandards of the cohorts all to- 
gether, and to raife with turf a tribunal, according to the 
Raman cuftom (S), for the new general they defigned to chufe. 
While they were thus bufy, Blasftts arrived ; and having fe- 
verely rebuked fome, and threatened others, Dip your hands 

valued at fixteen afles, and hence the mutineers demanded, that 
their pay might be raifed from ten afles to a denarius. Lipjius in hu 
notes upon 'I act t us pretends, that the denarius at this time was 
worth twelve afles only ; but that he was therein miftaken, is ma- 
nifeft from Grono ( uius' , s learned obfervations on the money of the 
antients ( 100). The foldiers pay was at firft five afles a day ; but 
it was afterwards, at what time precifely we know not, raifed to 
ten. Out of thefe ten afles they were to buy cloaths, tents and 
arms, as is manifeft from this paffage of Tacitus, contrary to the 
law pub I idled by Gracchus, enacting that the foldiers lhould be fup- 
plied with arms, cloaths, tents, &c. at the public expence. This 
law was probably revoked, when their pay was increafed ; but ne- 
verchelefs fome of the fucceeding emperors cloathed their foldiers at 
the expence of the public; namely Alexattder Severus, who, asiE- 
iius Lampridius tells us in the life of that emperor, gave his foldiers 
j'locs, boots, breed es, coats, and cloaks. 

S) The tribunal, from whence the emperors ufed to harangue 
their troops, was ftill, nay, and many ages after, raifed with turf. Fla- 
rvius Vopifcus, fpeaking of the elevation of the emperor Probus t The 

nvhole army, fays he, cried out unanimously, Probus ! <we falute Pro- 
bus our five reign. The gods favc you ! Then they erecled a tribunal 
of turf, and proclaimed him emperor. This cultom obtained like- 
wife among foreign nations, especially in Britain, as Xiphilinus 
informs us, who, in fpeaking of the famous queen Boadicca, fays, 
that Jhe etfeended a tribunal reared with turf after the Roman manner. 

Frequent mention is made of thefc tribunals by the anticnt poets 

( 100) Vide Grono<v. pec. vet. /. iii. c. 2. CO Stat, in fyl. 
Lucan. A v. fcf Claud, de bell* Getic. 

rather 
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rather in my bloody he cried with a loud voice to all; for to B'xfu* 
murder your general will be a lefs crime than to revolt from your deavouut* 
prince', for I am determined, if I fall not by your bands, to <ipi* J <*fe 
keep you in your obedience ; if you think fit to murder me, I them* 
hope at the fight of my blood you tvill repent of your crime, a?jd 
return to your duty. This difcourfe did not affect the mutinous 
foldiery 3 who continued their work till it was breaft-high, 
when at length, being overcome by the conftancy and in- 
trepidity of their general, they forbore. When their fury 
was fomewhat afTuaged, Blafus? who was an able fpeaker, 
remonftrated to them, that fedition and mutiny were not the 
proper means of conveying their claims to the emperor ; that 
their demands were new and extraordinary, fuch as no armies 
had in former times made to their generals, nor they them- 
felves to the deified Auguflus ; befides, that they were 
ill-timed, flnce princes in the beginning of their govern- 
ment are taken up and imbarafled with various cares. 
However, if they expected to gain in peace what the con- 
querors, even after the civil wars, had never had the con- 
fidence to demand, why mould they ufe violence, and tram- 
ple upon the rules of military difcipline ? that they might ap^ 
point deputies, and in his prefence give them their inftruc- 
tions. At thefe words they all cried out with one voice, 
that they were willing to fend deputies ; and that the Ton of 
Blafus, who was a tribune, fliould be immediately difpatch- 
ed to the emperor to demand in their name, that they might 
be abfolutely difcharged after fixteen years fervice ; they added 
that when he had obtained this, they would truft him with 
their further pretenfions. 

In the mean time, fome manipuli or companies, which 
had been fent, before the fedition, to Nauportum (T), to 
mend the roads, being informed of the tumult in the cramp, 
plucked up their ihmdards, and falling upon the neighbouring 
villages, plundered them, and Nauportum itfclf. The centu- 
rions endeavoured to reftrain their violence, but the muti- 
neers, inftead of liftentng to their remonftranccs, or betray- 
ing any fear of their menaces, firft derided them, afterwards 

abufed them with moft outrageous language, and at length The muti- 
neers fall 

(T) Nanporium was a city of Upper Pannonici, and is placed by u P on Ru " 
Strabo, who calls it Naupontus, in the country of the Tminfci, three * us ' 
hundred and fifty furlongs from dquileia. It was fo called from 
the river Nnupottus on which it flood (2). Clwverius is of opinion, 
that Nauportum Hood on. the fpot where the prefcne city pf Qberlau- 
back in Caniiola was afterwards built. 

(z) Vide Pfin. /. iii. c, iSr £uT VelL Pater ad. /. xl c. no. 

F f f ?. i-amo 
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came to blows. They were chiefly incenfed againft Aufidie- 
nus Rufus* who, as he had been long a common foldier, and 
had railed himfelf by his courage and bravery to the poft of 
prafeRus caftrorum (U), was a fevere obferver of the primi- 
tive difcipline, which he exacted from others with the more 
rigour, as he had himfelf borne with patience the hardfliips at- 
tending it. Upon him the furious multitude firft vented their 
rage ; they dragged him from his chariot, loaded him with bag- 
gage, and driving him before the firft ranks, afked him by 
way of infult, how he liked fuch burdens ? how fuch marches ? 
Upon the arrival of thefe mutinous companies in the camp, 
the fcdition broke out anew with more fury than ever ; the 
feditious, cafting off all obedience, roved about the country 
without controul, ravaging ic on all fides. Upon their re» 
turn, BlafuSi who was ftiil obeyed by the centurions, and 
the legionaries of any reputation, caufed thofe, who were moft 
loaded with plunder, to be beaten with rods, and caft into 
prifon (W). But the furious multitude, flying to the relief 

(U) This was, without all doubt, a new office, inftituted proba- 
bly by Auguftus ; for no mention is made of the pr<cfe3us caftrorum 
by any author, who wrote in the times of the republic. It was 
liis province to pitch upon the ground for incamping, and lay it out, 
to diftribute the quarters and pavilions, and to diredt the workmen 
in raifing the ramparts, digging tjie ditches, £9V. He had alfo ua- 
der his care all the military engines, carriages, and iron tools, be- 
longing to the army (3). Each legion had a pr<sfe&us caftrorum, 
at leaft when they incamped feparately ; for "Tacitus, fpeaking of 
one V Genius Poftbumius, calls him pr<efec~ius Caftrorum fecuniee legio- 
onis (4.V The fame writer feems to place them in rank above the 
tribunes ; for in defcribing Vitellius's entry into Rome he tells us f 
that before their feveral eagles marched firft the praft&i caftro- 
rum, next to them the tribunes, and after the tribunes the chief 
centurions (5). Vefpafius Pollio, the grand-father of the emperor 
Vefpafian, was prarfeelus caftrorum. But we mult not on that ac- 
count confound, as a modern writer has done whom Lipfius con- 
futes, the pr/vfeclui caftrorum with the prarfcBus pr atorii ', an officer 
of a much fpperior rank. 

(W) From this paffage it is rnanifeft, that t))c Romans built 
prifons in their camp, and alfo from the following lines of Ju- 



venal 



hide fides at ti , fonuit Ji dexter a fierrq 

L<e<vuquc t ft longe caft rot urn in carctre manfit (6). 



"1 hefe criminals were dragged along with the army in chains, when 
they decamped. 

(*) Vide Fegct. /. xi. e. 10. (4 s . Tacit. I xiv. (5) 

tic hi ft or. I. ii. ^6) Juvenal fatp\ 6. 

of 
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of the criminals, refcued them out of the hands of the lienors, 
and, breaking open theprifon, fet all the prifoners at liberty. 
After fo bold an attempt the mutineers grew more outrageous, 
and the mutiny more general. One Vibulenus y a common 
foldicr, being raifed on the moulders of his comrades, before 
the tribunal of Bleefus, addrefTed thofe who had delivered the They are 
prifoners thus : / cannot fufficiently commend the zeal you have ft* rre f u £ 
Jhewn for thefe innocent and unhappy /offerers : you have rcfiored h Vibuie 
them to their liberty : but who will rejiore life to my brother ? nas * 
who my brother to me P He was fent from the army in Ger- 
many with propofals for our common good : but our cruel ge- 
neral caufed him to be butchered laft night by his gladiators 
(X), whom he entertains and arms for our deftrucJion. Then 
turning to Bl&fus^ Tell me^ Bla^fus, faid he, where have you 
thrown his mangled body ? Even the mofi cruel enemies do not 
deny burial to the fla'tn. When I Jhall ha<ve [atisfied my grief 
with a thou f and kiffes^ and a flood of tears ', command me alfa 
to be maffacred^ that our fellow-foldiers may bury my brother 
and me together , both inhumanly murdered for confulting the 
common good of the legions. When Vlbulenus had ended his 
fpeech, he threw himfelf at the feet of his companions, and 
beating his breaft, tearing his face, and (hewing all the fymp- 
tems of the deepeft forrow, he endeavoured to raife at the 
fame time pity and fury in the minds of the multitude, and 
jndeed with good fuccefs ; for they fell immediately upon 
Blafus's gladiators and domcftics, and having bound them, 
difperfed themfelves about the camp and the neighbouring 
fields in queft of thefuppofed corpfe, which if they had found, 
Blafus himfelf would have been in great danger; 5 but as 
they could find no corpfe, and it manifeftly appeared from the 
depofitions of Blafus's flaves upon the rack, and of other 
(credible witnefles, that the whole was a calumny maliciouQy 
invented, and that Vibulenus never had any brother, they fpar 
xed their general ; but neverthelcfs in the height of their rage, 
fell upon the pr<cfec~lus caflrorum, and the tribunes, drove - ^ 
them but of the camp, and plundered their baggage : they u p 0 i t heir 
put to death the centurion Lucilius^ whom they hated above 0 jfi cerSm 
all the reft on account of his feverxty. and had by way of 
farcafm nicknamed Cede alteram^ Reach me another^ becaufe 
when he had broke one rod, or vine-twig, which was made 

(X) Moft qf the governors of provinces, general?, and other 
great men, maintained vaft numbers of gladiators at an immcrifc 
pharge for the public (hows. We mull not therefore imagine, that 
the gladiators mentioned in this place were lilled in the legions : 
fhey belonged to the general, and not to the army. 

u f c 
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ufe of on fuch occafions, upon the back of a foldier, he wa* 
wont to call for another, and then a third (Y). The other 
centurions withdrew, and abfconded, all except jFulius Cle- 
mens? whom, as he was a man of parts, the mutineers de- 
tained with a defign to commit the management of their 
affairs to him. Another centurion, nicknamed Sirpicus (Z)? 
had like to have occafioned a bloody quarrel between the 
eighth and fifteenth legion, the former infilling upon his being 
put to death, and the latter protecting him ; but the ninth le- 
gion, what with intreaties, what with menaces, compofed 
the difference b . 

Drufus fent Tiberius no fooner received intelligence of this mutiny, than 
to quell the he difpatched his fon Drufus to the rebellious legions at the 
tumult* head of the praetorian cohorts, the praetorian horfe, and the 

main body of the German horfe, at this time the emperor's 
guards (A). The praetorian cohorts were on this occafion 
reinforced with an extraordinary addition of chofen men. 
Among the perfons of diftinction who were ordered to attend 
and affift Drufus? in bringing back the revolted legions to their 
duty, were Cneius Lentulus? an officer of great fame and ex- 
perience,and Mlius Sejatius 9 vrho hzd been lately joined with his 
father Strabo in the commiflion of pr<sfeclus pr&torii? that is, 
in the command of the praetorian guards (B). Sejanusm* 

appointed 

t» Tacit. annaL 1. i. e. 16 — 30. 

(Y) We have another inftance of a nick-name made up of dif- 
ferent words in the life of the emperor Aurelian wrote by Flavins 
Yopifcus* who cells us, that there being two Aurclians in the array, 
and both tribunes at the fame time, the foldiers ufed by way of 
diftinclion to call the Aurelian who was afterwards emperor, Aure- 
lianus Manu ad ferrum? becaufe he was on all occafions ready to 
draw his fword. 

(Z) The word Sirpicus may be derived from the ancient verb 
Sirpare, which fignifies to bind, and is ufed in that fignification by 
Varra ( 7). The centurion was perhaps called Sirpicus, becaufe he 
had frequently in his mouth that obfolete verb ; perhaps becaufe 
he kept the foldiers to their duty with great feverity, and caufed 
them to be bound and call into prifon for the leaft breacU of mili- 
tary difcipline. 

(A) Suetonius tells us, that Augujlus* after the defeat of Varus, 
who was cut ofF with three legions in Germany* diftanded all his 
Herman guards (8). But Tiberius* it feems, fet that corps on foot 
again, in the very beginning of his reign. 

(B) The prafcttus prat oris was the chief commander of the 



.* 7) Varro. I. iv. ling t Latin. f 8) Suet, in Aug. c 49. 

emperor's 
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appointed governor to the young prince ; and as his credit 
with the emperor was known to be great, it was hoped he 
might either with promifes or intreaties bring the feditious 
to a fenfe of their duty- When news was brought to the 
camp that Drufus approached, the legions in token of refpecl: 
marched out to meet him, not with their ufual gaiety and How re* 
fhouts of joy, but in a fullen filence, difpiaying in their coun- cewed. 
tenances marks of fadnefs mixed with fiercenefs and rage. 
As foon as Drufus entered the camp, he placed guards at all 
the gates, and parties under arms in feveral quarters, to be 
ready againfl any furprife. Drufus immediately afcended the 
tribunal, and having made a fign with his hand to the crouds 
that fur rounded it to be filent, he read to them his father's let- 
ter ; the fubftance of which was, that he would take a par- Tiberius'^ 
ticular care of the brave legions with whom he had fuccefsfully letter to 
carried on fo many wars ; that as foon as his grief was allay- tbem % 
ed,he would treat with the fenate about their demands ; that 
in the mean time, he had fent them his fon, and impowercd 
him to make them forthwith fuch conceffions as could 
be made without further confultation ; but as to o- 
ther demands, they were to be referred to the fenate, 
whom he would not by any means deprive of the right 
of diftributing rewards and punifhments. When Drufus had 
read his father's letter, the affembly appointed the centurion 
Julius Clemens to be their fpeaker ; who accordingly began 
with propofing to Drufus their demands, which were, that Their de- 
they mould be difcharged after lixteen years fervice ; that mands* 
they mould upon that difcharge receive the rewards which 
they claimed ; that their pay mould be increafed to a Roman 
denarius^ and that the veterans fhould be no longer detained Drufus'* 
under their enfigns. To thefe demands Drufus anfwered, that anfwer 
they exceeded his power, and therefore ought to be laid before itflamu 

them* 

* 

emperor's guards called Praetorians from the Latin word Prteto- 
rium, which at firft fignified the general's quarters in the camp, the 
word prcetor being in the firft ages of the republic common to all 
magiftrates, whether civil or military. In the times of the empe- 
rors by pr&torium was meant the emperor's quarters in the camp, 
and his houfe in the city : hence in prat or turn accipi t is to be lifted 
among the praetorian foldiers, or the emperor's guards (9). Augujlus 
was the firft, as Dion informs us (io\ who gave the title of prafec* 
t us pratorii to the chief officer of his guards. The prafecti pre- 
terit under Conjiantine the Great, and his fucccflbrs, were the firft offi- 
cers of the empire, and had quite different functions from thofe of 
the prevfect 't pratorii appointed by dugujlus. 



(9) Vide. "Tacit. hift x L iv. c. 48. (ro) Dh* /. lv. p, 555. 

the 
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the fenate and his father. He had fcarce uttered thefe words, 
when the multitude cried out with one voice, To what end 
then are you come, fence you can neither increafe our pay^ nor re- 
drefs our grievances ? Every officer is allowed to punijh us with 
blows , and even death ; and the J on of the emperor has not power 
to relieve us by one beneficent acli on ! Drufus, we find 9 has al- 
ready attained to a great perfection in the arts and policy of his 
father ; who, to fruflrate the requefts of the foldiers, ufed to 
refer all to Auguftus. It is furprifmg^ that the emperor 
Jhould take upon himfelf the commu?id and whole direction of the 
army, and at the fame time refer the foldiery to the fenate for 
their rewards ! Why Jhould he not in like manner confult the 
fenate, when a battle is to be fought, or a foldier to be punijhed? 
Are punijhments to be inflicted without any controul or reflraint> 
and rewards not beflowed without the confent and approbation 
of ?nany ? Having thus fpoke, they left the tribunal, threa- 
tening and infulting all thofe they met belonging to Drufus* 
either as friends or guards, in order to pick a quarrel with 
them, and have fome pretence to fall upon them fword in 
hand. They were chiefly in raged againft Cneius Len- 
tulusy who they fufpe£ied had hardened the young prince a- 
gainfl their complaints, and encouraged him to defpife the 
menaces of the foldiery. Of this J^entulus was well apprifed, 
and therefore refolved, before their fury broke out, to quit 
infult the camp, and return to his winter- quarters. But, as he was 
Len- departing, the mutineers furrounding him afked, whither 
he went ? to the emperor or fenate, to oppofe their advan- 
tages with them as he had done in the camp with Drufus? 
Thefe words were followed with a mower of ftones, and he 
had been foon difpatched, had not the troops that attended 
Drufus, who was with him, refcued him already covered with 
wounds and blood. As the inraged multitude fcemed now 
determined to keep no meafures, Drufus was under dread- 
ful apprehenlions of the following night, which every one 
believed would prove fatal to many, perhaps to Dru- 
fus himfelf. But it happend quite otherwife. Ignorance and 
fuperfticion that very night put an end to the revolt, reftored 
calm to the alarmed camp, and quieted the minds of the fol- 
tliery, after they had fo long continued deaf to reafon, and 
trampled upon all the laws of military difcipline. The moon 
all on 'a fudden began to darken in the midft of a clear fky, 
till (he was by degrees totally cclipfed (C). The foldiery, i:>- 

(C) This total eclipfe happened, according to the learned bi- 
Ihop UJbcr, on the twenty feventh of Sep/wl/cr, at five in the 



morning, 



norant 
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norant of the natural caufes of this phenomenon, and imagin- They are 
Jng that the gods were angry with them on account of their frightened 
revolt, and the crimes attending it, began to (hew fome figns h <** ' 
of repentance. Drufus did not fail to improve this their dif- c tyfi °f 
pofition , he immediately fent the centurion Julius Clemens, *b* moon * 
and orber officers and foldiers, in whom he could confide, to l*/" 
mix with the mutineers, and try whether they could, while , r 
{hey were thus alarmed, infpire them with a love of their duty. 
Thefe, purfuant to the prince's orders, going round from tent 
to tent, and infinuating themfelves every- where, firft pre 
vailed upon the legionaries to abandon the veterans, and the 
three legions to feparate. After this the love of duty and 
obedience returning by degrees, thole who guarded the gates 
to keep Drufus, as it were, befieged, retired from their 
polls ; the eagles and other enligns, which in the begin- 
ning of the tumult, had been thrown together, were car- 
ried back each to its proper place ; and, after fo dreadful a 
ftorm, calm and tranquillity reftored to every quarter of the 
camp. 

Early next morning, Drufus^ having fummoned an 
aiTembly afcended the tribunal, and though unskilled in 
fpeaking, yet with a haughtinefs natural to the CI audi an 
family, inveighed again ft: their pair, and commended their 
prefent behaviour. After this great debates arofe in his coun- 
cil, (bmeadvifing him to fufpend all proceedings till the re- 
turn of the deputies, whom he had allowed them to fend with 
their petitions to Tiberius, while others were immediately 
for condemning and executing the ring-leaders of the fedi 
Drufus, as he was naturally inclined to feverity, followed the The au- 
advice of the latter ; and having fummoned Vlbutenus and tbors of 
Percennius before his tribunal, he condemned them, and revolt 
caufed them immediately to be executed. Some writers fay, condemned 
that they were privately executed, and buried in Drujus's a , x *' 
tent j others, that their bodies were ignominioufly thrown cute ' 
over the intrenchments to ftrike terror into the reft. The 
pthcr ring-leaders at the fedi.tion were discovered (bulking 
about the camp, and either flain by the centurions and pra;- 
torian guards, or delivered up to Drufus by their comrades as 
a proof of their fin cere repentance. After this they were 
terrified anew with dreadful ftorms, and fuch violent rains, 
that they could not ftir out of their tents; which they look- 
ing upon as fent by^. the angry gods, refolved to abandon a 
camp, which they had polluted with fo many crimes, and 
return to their feveral garifons. Accordingly the eighth Je- 

b Idem ibid. 

Vol. XIII, Ggg gion 
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gion departed firft, and then the fifteenth, though earneftly 

prefled by the ninth to wait till the return of their deputies : at 

length the ninth likewife, their courage failing them after they 

weredeferted by the other two,abandoned the camp, and quietly 

followed them. Drufus, feeing tranquillity thus reftored, 

returned to Rome to acquaint Tiberius with the fuccefs of his 

negotiations, which indeed was more owing to chance than 
his addrefs c. 

The le S ions Almost at the fame time, and for the fame caufes, the 
itg G crma " legions in Germany revolted with far greater fury, as they 
n y re*v°^' were far more numerous. On the Rhine were quartered 

two armies, the one called the Upper, commanded by 
Caius Silius, the other the Lower, by Attlus Carina ; but 
the chief command of both was veiled in Germanicus, who 
was then bufy in collecting the tribute in GauL The legions 
under Silius, however difcontented, waited for the fuccefs 
of the revolt, which the Lower army had begun. The latter, 
confifting of four legions, viz. the firft, the fifth, the twen- 
tieth, and the one and twentieth, were in camped on the bor- 
ders of the Ubii (D) ; where they no fooner received the 

news 

< Idem ibid. 

(D) The Ubii in Carfar's time dwelt on the other fide the 
Rhine* as is manifeft from his commentaries, where he fpeaks of 
them thus : The country of the Suevi is bounded on the other fide 
by that of the Ubii, <wbo pojfefs a large and flo'trifhing city, and are a 
people far more polite than the other Germans, becaufe lying nearer the 
Rhine, they ha*ve more commerce with merchants, a?id eoirverfation 
tvith the Gauls ; ivith thefe the Suevi had manv dilputcs ; a/id tbo 
the Ubii were fo ex-perieuced foldicrs, fo poms erf ul and fo numerous a 
people, that they could not expel them the country, yet they made them 
their tributaries, and reduced them to a 'very low condition (, I O. 
And el few he re ; The Ubii, fays he, the only people on the other fide 
the Rhine, <wbo had fent embajfadors to Cicfar, had entered into an 
alliance nvith him, and delivered hofages, earneftly de firing him to 
hffift them againft the opprejflions of the Suevi j if the ft ate of affairs 
did not permit him to go in perfon, they begged that he uooutd only fend 
bis army into Germany ; for fo great ivas the reputation nvhich the 
Romans had acquired by defeating Arioviftus, that if they appeared 
in defence of the Ubii, if they owned them for their allies, their name 
alone tvould be fujficient to defend them from the infults of the remoteji 
Germans ( i 2}. For their lake chiefly, Crrfar refolved to crofs the 
Rhine, and not thinking it either fafe to tranfport his army in boats, 



(11) Carfar. comment, I. iv. c. 3. 



(12) Ide/n ibid. c. 16 

or 
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news of yfagu/ius's death, than the recruits lately raifed in 
Rome, men accuftomed to the foftnefs and gaieties of the 
ciry, and impatient of military labour and difcipline^ be- 
gan to ftir up the reft with feditious harangues, inlinuating, 
that a favourable opportunity offered at length for the ve- 
terans to demand an abfolute difcharge, for the foldiers Tk* r d*- 
who had not ferved out their time, to infift upon larger pay, ««^« 
and for all to obtain by fome means or other a mitigation of 
their miferies. We could not have wifhed for a more fa- 



vourable conjuncture, faid they, to be revenged on the cen- 
turions for their cruelties : the fate of Rome depends upon us : 
we have inlarged the empire with our victories : to us the 
Cafars are indebted for the glorious furname of Germanicus. 
As Carina, inflread of exerting his authority, betrayed fear, ^ 
and gave way to their fury, they fell at once upon the cen- u p on t % e ; r 
turions, the chief objects of their refentment, and, dragging centurions- 
them to the ground, difcharged upon each of them fixty 
blows, that is, as many as there were centurions in a legion 
(E). Then, thus bruifed, and near expiring, they drove 

them 

or fuitable to his character, and the dignity of the Roman name, 
he built the famous bridge, which he minutely defcribes in his com- 
mentaries. As the Vbii continued faithful to Rome, and were on 
that account greatly harraiTed by their German neighbours, they 
were allowed by the Romans to fettle on the oppofite bank of the 
Rhine. This migration happened, according to Strabo, in the reign 
of Auguftus ; for that writer, fpeaking of the Treviri, adds, Next 
to them dive it the Ubii, whom Agrippa, agreeably to their inclination* 
placed on this Jide the Rhine (13). Dion Cajjtus mentions two ex- 
peditions of Agrippa into Gaul, the firft in his firft confulftiip, the 
fecond eighteen years after in the confulflrip of C. Sentius and ^ 
Lucretius (14). It is moft likely, that the migration of the Ubii 
happened in the firft expedition : for then he built, as Dion informs 
us, a bridge crofs the Rhine. Tacitus fpeaking of the Ubii, fays, 
that they came from beyond the Rhine, and that for the many 
proofs of their fidelity, they were fettled upon the bank of that ri- 
ver, not to be there guarded, but to guard and defend chat boun- 
dary agatnft the reft of the Germans. The country allotted 
to them comprehended the greater part of the prefent dutchy of 
Juliers, and a I molt the whole arch bifliop rick of Cologne* 

(E) There were in a complete legion thirty manipuli, or compa- 
nies ; each company confilred of a hundred and twenty men, and 
was divided into two bands, or, as the antients ftyle them, orders ; 
each order con filled of fixty men, and had its peculiar centurion ; 

f 1 3) Strab. I. iv ^.13+. (14) Dio. I. xlviii. & liv. 
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them ignominioufly out of the camp, nay, fome they threw 
into the Rhine. One Septimius fled for refuge to the tribu- 
nal of C&cina ; but the general was forced to deliver him up 
to the incenfed multitude. Cajjius Cbarea, another centu- 
rion, afterwards famous for the murder of the emperor Call- 
gula? boldly opened himfelf a way, fword in hand, through 
the croud. After this the mutineers, defpifing the authority 
of their tribunes, and their prafefii caftrorum^ fet and reliev- 
ed the centries themfelves^ appointed the guard, and gave 
fuch orders as they judged proper in the prefent conjun- 
cture. 

■ 

In the mean time Germaniciis^ who, as we have hinted a- 
bove, was collecting the tribute in Gaul, no fooner heard of 
this infurrecYion, than he flew to the camp. The legions, as 
he drew near, marched out to meet their general* expreffing 
their diflat is faction with hideous clamours ; nay, fome, tak- 
ing, him by the hand, as if they defigned to kifs it, thruft his 
fingers into their mouths, to (hew him they had with age loff 
all their teeth ; others defired him to behold their hoary 
heads,' the Wounds they had received, &c. Germanicus, in- 
ftead of returning any anfwer to particulars, as foon as he 
had efttered the intrenenments, ordered them to range them- 
felves into manipuli, and place before them their feveral en- 
flgns^ as was cuftomary when the general aflembled and ha- 
rangued his troops. They obeyed flowly arid with reluctance; 
then Germani cus beginning his fpeech with an encomium upon 
jluguftusi proceeded to the many victories of Tiberius^ in- 
largirrg 6n the glorious exploits he had atchieved in Germany 
with thofe very legions j he then acquainted them, that all 
Italy , both the Gauls , and every province of the empire, had 
received and acknowledged Tiberius for emperor, without be- 
traying, the leaft difaffection. Thus far they liftened to 
him with attention ; but when he began to expoftulate with 
them about their feditious behaviour, the fecne changed ; 
Germ'anicus was interrupted with loud clamours and a gene- 
ral uproar 3 fome ft ripping themfelves ftiewed him the fears 
of the many wounds they had received ; others the marks of 
the ftnpes inflicted on them by the mercilefs centurions? 
they urged their fcanty pay, their great labours, the hard- 
ihips attending a military life, &c. Above all, from the vc- 



fo that there were in a complete legion fixty centurions, and each 
centurion had fixty men under his command ( i 5 ). 



fiS) Vidt Lipf. de militia Rom. I. ii. dial. 5, & 8, fif DU*. 
Hal. I. ix. 

terans 
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ieraris arofc a dreadful cry J they enumerated thirty years of 
ervice and upwards, and begged, that to men quite fpent 
and worn out he would at? length grant fome refpitc, that he 
would not fufFer them to be indebted to death for their re- 

■ 

lief, but difcharge them forthwith, and allow them a com- 
fortable maintenance. Some demanded the money which 
had been bequeathed to them by jfugtf/lus? mixing with their 
demands zealous vows and omens of happinefs for Germani- 
cus ; nay, fome went fo far as openly to declare, that they And ojfdr 
would ftand by him to the laft, if he would himfelf aflume him the 
the empire. At thefe words Germanicus^ ftruck with hor- empire. 
ror, leaped from the tribunal* and attempted to make his 
efcape* left he (hould be ftained with their treafon : but the 
feditious legionaries, drawing their fwdrds, ftopt hirii, and 
even threatened to kill him$ if he offered to withdraw. Thbn 
the generous Germanicus, protefting that he would rather Which he 
die than betray the truft repofed in him, drew his fword, generoujly 
and would have facriflced his life to his fidelity^ had hot thofe refufes. 
who flood next to him feifced his hand, and reft rained him by 
force. There were not, however, forric wanting in the af- 
fembly, who cried out to him to jlrike, and not fpare him- 
felf ; nay, one Calufidius, a common foldicr, offered him his 
naked fword, faying, Take this, Germanicus, it is perhaps 
Jbarper ihtin your own ; a behaviour which was highly con- 
demned by the reft as favage and barbarous. In the mean 
time the friends of Germanicus had time to convey him out of 
the croud to his tent^ and there to confult about the moft 
proper meafures in fo critical a juncture. For Germanicus 
was informed, that the ring-leaders of the fedition were pre- 
paring to difpatch meflengers to the upper army, in order to 
draw them ; *too into the revolt 5 that they defigned to plunder 
the city of the Ubii (F) \ and that the Germans , already ac- 
quainted 

(F) By the city of the Ubii Tacitus nieans Colonia Agrippinenfts , 
which he calls the city of the Ubii, cither becaufe it was their me- 
tropolis, or becaufe they had not yet built any other. They pro- 
bably laid the foundations of this city upon their firft fettling on 
this fide the Rhine. It was afterwards made a Roman colony, and 
peopled by veterans in the coniulftifp of C Antiflius and M. Atii/ias, 
at the requert of Ajrrippina, the daughter of Germanicus , and wife 
of the emperor Ctaudius, who wa*s born there. From her it was 
called Colonia Ajgrippinenjis , and in after ages Agrippina\ which has 
made Tome writers doubt, whether it borrowed its name from 
jnppina, or from her grandfather Agrippa, who brought the Vbil 
over the Rhine. But to Lip/tut this doubt feems quite ground lets, 

fince the colony, had he been the founder of it, would have been 

called 
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quainted with the fedition in the Roman army* were ready to 
invade Gaul^ as foon as the banks of the Rhine were left un- 
guarded. In the council, which Germanicus held in his own 
tent, \arious meafurcs were propofed, and at laft: the follow- 
ing refolution unanimoufly agreed to, via. that letters mould 
be feigned from Tiberius, with directions, that thofe who 
had' ferved twenty years fhould be finally diftharged ; that 
fuch as had ferved fixteen fhould be deemed veterans ; and 
that the legacy, which they demanded, fhould not only be 
paid, but doubled. But the mutineers, fufpe&ing thefe con- 
ceptions to be forged purely to gain time, infilted on their 
being forthwith executed. The tribunes therefore were ob- 
liged to difcharge immediately the veterans j but as to the 
payment of the legacy, Germanicus would fain have put it 
ofF, till they were retired to their winter- quarters j and in- 
deed the firft legion and the twentieth trufted him upon his 
word, but the fifth and the one-and- twentieth refufed to ftir 
from the camp till they were fatisfied ; fo that he was obliged 
to raife the fum out of the money which he and his friends 
had brought with, them to defray the expences of their jour- 
ney, which they no fboner received, than they retired quiet- 
ly to their winter-quarters. Germanicus then haftened to the 
upper army under the command of 67/jmj, and eaflly prevail- 
ed upon the fecond, the thirteenth, and the fixteenth, to 
fwear allegiance to Tiberius \ the fourteenth fhewed fome he- 
fi tat ion, but Germanicus difcharging forthwith the veterans, 
and paying the reft the money bequeathed them by Augujius, 
cut off all occafion of complaints. 

B u T a party of veterans (G) 
nous legions, and then in garifon 
Chauci began a fedition there, 



belonging to the muti- 
in the country of the 

which was at firft quel- 
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called Colonia Agrippenjts, and not Agrippinenfis. What name it 
bore before it was made a Roman colony, we find no where men- 
tioned ; for Tacitus calls it conftantly the city of the Ubii. 

(G) The veterans formed a corps apart, and had their peculiar 
ftandard called Vexillum % whence they are commonly ftyled by the 
antients Vexillarii and alfo Emeriti from their being exempted 
from all manner of drudgery, and only obliged to fight the enemy. 
In this condition they continued till they received the rewards due 
for their fervice ; and their final difcharge, which the emperors 
ufed, under various pretences, to put off for many years, in order to 
defraud them of the promifed lands or money. 

(H) The Chauci inhabited EaJlFrieJtand, the counties of Hy and 

Oldenburg, the dittchy of Bremen , and part of Lunenburg. Tacitus 

dcicribes the fuuation of their country, and the manners of the 

people 
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led by Memmius, prafefi of the camp^ who, though not 
veiled with any fuch power (I), put inftantly two of the 
ring-leaders of the fedition to death. But the tumult b leak- 
ing out afterwards with frelh fury, Memmius was obliged 
to withdraw himfelf from their rage, and lie concealed : 
the mutineers difcovered him, and then Memmius declar- 
ing;, that thefe outrages were not offered to him, but to 
Germanicus and Tiberius , who would not fail to refent 
them, he matched the colours, faced about towards the 
Rhine, and boldly threatening thofe, who fhould dare to a- 
bamlon their ranks, with the punifhmcnts due to deferters, he 
led them back to their winter-quarters. In the mean time 
deputies fent either by Tiberius or the fenate, probably to 
quell the fedition, meeting Gtrmanicus near the altar of the 
Ubii (K), gave occafion to new difturbances. The firft and n 
the twentLth legions, who were incamped there with thofe y e l F* r 



people, thus ; Germany extends northward a great way; firftof all 
occurs the nation of the Chauci, who, though they begin immedi- 
ately at the confines of the Frijians, and poflefe part of the more, 
extend fo far as to border upon the feveral people, of whom 
I have already fpoken, till they reach quite to the borders of the 
Cattii fo vafta country the Cbauci not only poflefs, but fill! They 
are the moft noble people of Germany, and chufe rather to main- 
tain their grandeur by juftice than violence ; they live quietly, 
free from the ambition of pofleffingmore, and of domineering over 
others. They give no occafion to wars, they ravage no countries ; 
without wronging or opprefiing others, they are come to be fupe- 
rior to all (16). However, they drove out the dnfibarii, and feiz- 
ed on their country, and made incurfions into Lo tuer Germany, as 
Tacitus himfelf informs us elfewhere ( 17 >. 

( I ) The power of life and death was at firft lodged only in the 
commander in chief of the whole army, but afterwards extended 
by Auguftus to his lieu:enants f and by the other emperors to the 
proconfuls, proprxtors, and all the governors of provinces j but no 
fuch power was ever granted to the prsefedls of the camp, to the 
tribunes, or other inferior officers. 

(K) This altar was probably nifed in honour of dugujlus, and 
feems to have been at a fmall di (lance from Cologne : Clwuerius is 
of op'nion, that the city of Bon % called by the antients Bonna, 
was built in the place where this altar ftood ; but he is therein con- 
tradicted by Lipfiut and others, who from feveral pafTages out of 
Tacitus fhew pretty plainly, that the altar of the Ubii ftood in the 
neighbourhood of their city, that is, of Cologne^ whereas Banna 
was twelve miles diftant from it. 



wived. 



(16) Tacit, demor. German, c. 35. 
c. 55, tif bift. I. v. c. 19. 
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legionaries, who had been lately placed under the flandard cf 
the veterans, apprehending that thefe deputies were come to 
revoke the conceflions, which they had extorted by their fe- 
dilion, and imputing the imaginary decree Co Mwtatius Plan- 
cuSy who had been couful the year before, and was at the 
head of this deputation, they refolved to vent their rage chief- 
ly upon him j which he being aware of, fled for refuge to the 
quarters of the firft legion, and there embracing the eagle and 
other enfigas hoped the veneration, which the foldiers paid 
tbein, wtyiid reftrain their fury. But had not Calpurnius the 
eagle- heaier, with great b.ra,v».iy and refolution, repulfed the 
audacious multitude, the lloman carnp had been ftained with 
the blood of an embaffador of the Raman people. This dis- 
order happened in the night, and early next morning Germa- 
nicus entering the camp, afcended the tribunal, and placing 
Plancus by himfeif on the tribunal, inveighed againffc the hor- 
rible diforders of the preceding night, acquainted the foldiery 
with the true purpofes of that embafTy, complained in an 
affe£ting manner of tiie unheard-of outrages o$ered to Plan- 
cus without any provocation, aggravated^ the difgrace which 
the violating the (acred peribn of an embafiador brought 
upon the legions, &c. But as the aflembly fhewed no great 
tqkens of repentance, he firft difmiffed the deputies under a' 
ftrong guard of auxiliary horfe, and then, at the motion of. 
his friends, folicited his wife Agrippina y who had attended 
him w.ch her fon Caius 9 at that time an infant;, into Germa- 
ny, and was big with child, to withdraw out of the camp, and 
not expofe herfclf to the fury of an outrageous multitude, 
Germani- Agrippina was unwilling to leave him, urging, that it was 
c 1* fntfi* below her, who was the grand -daughter of Augufius, to be- 
awav bis tray any fear, or abandon her hufband in time of danger. But 
ivife A- Germa ucusy tender. y embracing her and their little fon, pre- 
gnppma, v jjj^j U p Qn j lcr a t length by his tears and intreaties to de- 
irndbis/on p art> ^ s mc was attended by many women of diftimStion, 

ams * wives of the chief officers in the camp, who it feems in thofc 

days accompanied their hufbands in all their military expedi- 
tions, their tears, cries, and lamentations, in parting with 
their hufbands, occau\oned a great uproar in the camp, and 
drew together the foldiers from all quarters. This was fo 

r<W de- malting a fcene, that the raoft obftinatc among the rebellious 

legionaries were touched with it. They could not behold, 

'id "* without being at the fame time feized with fliame and compaf- 

icr y % lion, fo many women of rank travelling thus forlorn without 

a centurion to attend them, or a foldier to guard them, and 

their general's wife among them, carrying in her arms her 

little child, and repairing, like an exile, for ftieltcr againft 

the 
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the fury of the Roman legions to Treves? as if fhe repofed 
greater confidence in foreigners, than in her own country- 
men. This made fo deep an impreflion on their minds, that 
fome ran to ftop her, while the reft recurring to Gcnjianic:rs+ 
earncftly conjured him to recall her, that it mi.;l:t n >t be laid, 
to their eternal fhamc and difgrace, that the daughter of" A- 
grippi) the grand -daughter of Augujhis? the daughter-in-law 
of £>ru/'ujy whofc memory they adored, had been frightened 
from the Roman camp, and obliged to fcek finctuary among 
foreigners. Gcj'manicus? observing both their fentiments and 
coun:cjianccs changed, refulved to improve their prefent dif- y erm *" 
pofition ; and accordingly in a long and affecting harangue, 
which in the heigh: of his grief he uttered with great vehe- ^K^rlum]* 
mence, he painted to them the blacknefs of their guilt in fuch 
lively colours, that they not only con fe fled, that all his re- 
proaches were true, but, their minds being quite changed, 
they earneftly befought him to punifli the authors of the late 
fedicion, by whom they had been mifled, and ofFered to 
march forthwith againft the enemy, provided he would re- 
call his wife an J hid Con. Germanicus^ finding them intirely 
reclaimed, anfwered, that his Con fhould return, but a gain ft 
the recalling of Agrippina he alledgcd the feafon already far 
advanced, and her approaching delivery ; and as to the pu- 
nching the authors of the fedition, he told them, that he left 
that to them. Me ha 1 fearce uttered thefc words, when the 
legionaries ran to feizi the chief authors of the iedition, and 
dragged them in chains to Cuius Cetroniu^ commiuder of 
the ride lejion, who judged and pimifhed them in the fol- 
lowing mumier : The legions with their drawn fwords fur- *bty fe$x§ 
roundel the tribune!, from whence the prifoner was expofed a '"tpuny& 
to their view ; if they pronounced him guilty, he was imme- 
diatcly thrown down headlong, and cut in pieces by his com- ^ 
rades. As Germanlcus did not order, but only permitted, 
this new method of condemning anJ executing, he did not 
forfeit by it the reputation he had aaquireJ of a humane and 
good-natured commander. The veterans followed t lie ex- 
ample of the legionaries, puni/hing the mod fed it ions of their 
corps in the fame manner. Liu', not wiihfr.mding thefc ligns 
of remoife and pledges of fidelity, Germantcus, glad to get 
rid of then, ordered them int.) Rhectia to defend that pro- 
vince again it the i'«tW, who were laid to be in motion. Af- 
ter thij he made a ft rut mq.iry into the cond,ic.t and cha- 
racters of the centurion*, who were xdl ciud before him to 
p:ve curb an account of his country, rani:, the v:\irs of has 
krvicc, his exploit:? in war, military r.rL.'lntb, EsV. J'" the 
tri l > ines or his le^-on were Utislitd with liis conduct, he kept 
Vul.XIM. Mhh his 



426 



the Roman Hijlory. 



Book III. 



T* zuo legi- 
ons conti- 
nue objii- 
nate in 
their re- 
volt. 

Germani- 
cus pra- 
pofa to 

march a- 
gainfl 

them. 



his poft, if they charged him with cruelty or avarice, he was 
immediately di (charged. Thus were the firft and the twen- 
tieth legion intircly reclaimed, and brought back to a fenfe 
of their duty. But the fifth and twcntv-firit, who were in 
winter- quarters fixty miles oft", in a place called Vetera^ that 
is, the old camp (LJ^ continued obfrinate in their revolt, 
nor was there any wicked nefs which they did not commit. 
Again ft them therefore Germanicus refolvcd to lead the le- 
gions that had returned to their duty, and give them hat- 
tie, if he could not reclaim tlicm by fair means. With 
this view he prepared vefTels and arms, and drew together 
his troops ; but before he put them on board the vcficls 
which were to convey them down the Rhine? judging it pro- 
per to allow the mutineers time to return to thcmfelves, 
he wrote a letter to Ceecina who commanded them, acquaint- 
ing him, that he approached with a powerful army, refolvcd 
to put them all to the fword without diftincStion, if they did 
not prevent him by taking vengeance themfelves on the guil- 
ty. This letter Ceecina communicated only to the chief of- 
ficers, and fuch of the foldiers as had all along difapproved 
of the revolt, exhorting them at the fame time to enter in- 
to an aflbciation againfl the feditious, and redeem them- 
felves from death and ignominy, by putting thofe to the 
fword who had brought them into the prefent danger. The 
officers approved of the propofa 1 , and having, by founding 
the legionaries and veterans, found, that the majority difap- 
proved of the conduct of their comrades, they privately ac- 
quainted them with the contents of Germanicus's letter, and 
eaflly prevailed upon them to concur with their commanders, 
in fieri ficin'j; to their own fafctv the chief authors of the fedi- 
tion. The time therefore was fettled for falling fword in 
hand upon the molt noturioufly guilty and turbulent 5 and 



(L^ This place began, no doubt, to be ftyled the old ca?np y after 
the Romans had formed a new camp in (lie country of the U6ii t or 
their neighbours the Vangicnes. Tacitus often mentions this camp 
in his hillory (t 8) ; whence Clitverius concludes, chit it was not 
a naked camp, hut a confide raule town, built on orcafion of the 
ilay the Roman i.mdc there As it was diilant fixty miles from the 
camp between C-jlugue and Bon, tlie above mentioned writer thinks 
th.it the prefent city of Sunt en llands on the f.ime fpor of ground; 
in which opinio;! he u co. dinned by the defcripcion Tacitus gives 
11 u J the old camp{\c)] y which, he fay*, perfectly agrees with the 
iit nation of San ten. 
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when it came, upon a fignal agreed on before hand, the But they 
faithful legionaries, milling into the tents of the moil fe- prevent 
ditious, mafTacrcd them without mercy, before they were b' m h p u ~ 
aware of their danger : nothing was to be heard but dreadful nt Jhmg the 
outcries and groans in all the quarter* of the camp ; nothing-'* aittous 
to be feen but ftreams of blood and heaps of dead bodies. ^ * 
Neither Ccccina, nor any of the tribunes, offered to flop the 
fury of the inraged foldiery \ fo that the (laughter was gene- 
ral, and the camp in an inflant turned into a fhamblcs : 
comrades were butchered by comrades, and friends by friends, 
in the fame tents where they ufed to cat and fleep together. 
The maflacre was fcarce ended, when Germanic us arrived, 
who, as he was naturally inclined to pity and mercy, could 
not behold the camp flreaming with blood and filled with 
carcafes, without burfling into tears, and crying out, This 
is not a remedy, but /laughter and defolation. After he had 
with a flood of tears given vent to his grief, he caufed the 
bodies of the flain to be burnt, and celebrated their obfequies 
with the ufual pomp a . Thus was this dangerous fed it ion ~ in ~ yfo /£ f 
tirely quelled, dilcipline rc-cflablifhed, the rebellious legi- f . Qn f^Jj" 
ons thoroughly reclaimed, and the fupreme power fecured / y aue/'ed 
to Tiberius, by the addrefs and intrepidity of the bra\e Ger- 
man icus ; who, had his unbounded greatnefs of mind ar >d^ 
unfhaken lovalty fuffcred him to fecond the ardent wifhes of r * '2 

J t t f'Ofitv nf 

thefoldiery, might have cafily feized it for himfelf j for he wasQ erma ^ 
the darling of the foldier*, and adored by the people, both cn n i CUj . 
account of his own merit, and that of his father Drufus, vvhofe 
memory was dear to every true Roman, no body doubting, 
but he would have reftorcd the republic to her former (rate, 
had he fuccecded ro the cmpiiv ; nay, the letter he wrote to 
his brother Tiberius about compelling Au^u/lus to rcftore the 
public liberty, was commo.Jv believed to have been the uc- 
cafion of his death, as we have obferved above. Oi Germ<i- 
nicus they entertained the fame hopes, and thence their , /.:ul for 
his fafety and advancement ; but the noble youth bin deli was 
the only perfun who defeated all their nuinfures, and rcfoluicly 
op no fed ins own promor i.vi. We fhall loon lee what tetvi i n 
Tiberius made him for hij unalterable attachment to his pciiun 
anu intetcll ( M ). 

In 



* Tacit, an r.al. 1. i c. .5 c 5 1. D 1 u. 1. h. ii. p f.o}, £c, 

(M) Tact* us tells n, that Ti L,.ius was l.itddy bV.mcd at ll»me 
for 110: going in perfou to qua 1 lite fedition or the mutinoub le- 
gion;. *' 1 he rebellion, niul the/, fpcaking bo'.li of the i uuuo- 

II h h a '..ii/i 
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He'iK-rJcs In the meantime, fuch of the veterans and legionaries as 
Gcr*/.:*::)'. had been uo-wj\s concerned in the late fed it ion, in order to 

give Gcrmantcus new proofs of their fidelity, begged him to 
lead them againlt the enemy, who had enjoyed fomc refpite, 
fir ft: by the death of A igujius^ and afterwards by the interline 
tumult in the camp. (Jcrmanicus complied with their requeft, 
and laying a bridge crofs tiic Rhine ^ marched over twelve 
thcufand legionaries, twenty-fix cohorts of the allies, and 
eight alec (N) of horfc. With thefe he traverfed the C#fian 
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4< n:an and German Regions, has gathered too much ftrength to be 
fupprefod bv two young princes, whofe authority the foldiery 
dcfpiies. Wiiy does he not go himlelf to awe the mutineers 
with his uncontrolled power ? They would, no doubt, return to 
the!r d uty at the bare fight of their emperor, a man of great ex- 
perience in war, and in whofe power alone it is to punifh with 
levcrity, and liberally to reward, every one according to his de- 
Icit*. flow many joumics did Au^ujlus take into Germany y even 
in hi.-. oM age r Vad (hall i r iberius, in tiie vigour of his, continue 
ur...ctive and idle in the city, without any other employment, 
'* but to cavil at the fpeeches of the fenators ? 11 Tiberius, though 
not i<*nnt.int of thele complaints, was determined not to leave Rome, 
judging his prefence more necc flaxy in the capital, where all affairs 
were tranficted, than in the camp. Befides, he was at a lofs to 
w!»:ch army he mould repair firit, and at the fame time afraid, left 
the lull he viiued fhould think thcmfelves affronted, and thence be- 
come more outrageous. To treat them therefore both equally, 
and maintain the majeity of an emperor, which is ever moft reve- 
renced at a diltancc, he thought it la felt to vifn neither, but to fend 
to the one his natural, to the other his adopted, fon. Moreover he 
considered, that the two young princes might well refer many 
things to him, which would be gaining time ; and that if the mu- 
tineers defpifed them, his own authority Hill remained to awe them 
into obedience ; whereas if they contemned, in the firft tranfports 
of their ra^e, the emperor himfelf, no authority was left to con- 
trol! them. However, to obviate the complaints and clamours of 
the people, he gave out, that he defigned to vific the rebellious 
armies ; a d cvtn chofe his attendants, provided his equipage, and 
prcpired a liect ; but fometimci pretending bufinefs, fo me times al- 
led^ing the approach of winter, he deceived not only the common 
prop'e, but even the wifell fenators. 

(N r ) An ala % which we may call a fquadron, confilted of three 
huadr:\l horfemen, and was divided into turm<v and deenri/e, each 
///• m i co.iii.Iiug of thirty me*i, and each dectwia of ten ; fo that 

thei'c were in every a/a ten turm.c, and in every twmu three df 

cur ice. 
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foreft(O), and other woods lying between him and the ene- 
my ; and being informed on his march that the Germans were 
celebrating that night a fdHvd with great mirth and revel- 
ling, he advnnccd with fuch expedition, having fent Carcina 
before with the cohorts, to clear a pafiage through the forefr, 
that he reached the villages of the Marft, before the inhabi- 
tants had recovered themfelves from their debauch. Here Commits a 
he divided his army into four bodies, and giving them full dreadful 
liberty to make what havoclc they pleafed, fent them into dif- hwck in 
ferent quarters of the unhappy canton, that no part of it country 
might be exempt from ravage and devaluation. We may well °f 
imagine what flausjuer thev made of thofe unfortunate 
wretches, whom they found fcattered here and there, and 
afleep, fome in their beds, others lying by their tables ; no fex 
or age was fpareJ ; places facred and profane were equally 
plundered and laid in afhes, and among them the temple of 
Tanfiina (H), the tutelar god of the German nation. In fhort, 
the country was wafted with fire and fword fifty miles round, 
without the lofs, nay, without the wound, of a finglc man 
on the fide of the Romans c . This general rnaflacre roufed Several 

German 

nations y 

6 Idem 3bld - C 49— Si- falling up- 

on the Ro- 

(0> The Caftan foreft was part of the Hcrcynian, and is placed mans /« 
by Cltruerius part!y in the dutch y of deques y parrly in Weftphalia, their re- 
between H'efel and Kocfld. Some modern critics think, that it treat, are 
was called by the antienc Germans, not the Cejian, (for this, fay defeated* 
they, is a Roman name) but the ILfian, forelt, from Hefus, the god 
of war among the ancient Germans and Gauls. 

(P , Gronouius derive? the name of this German deity from the 
words tan, or than, fignifying in the German language a fir tree, 
and fnchna or fan, which in the anucnt Got ho -Teutonic tongue fig- 
nilies Lord or God ; fo that the import oiTanfana is the lord or the 
lod of fir-trees. That author concludes, that the Tanfani of the 
Germans was the fame as the Sylvanus of the Romans, and called the 
god Tanfana, or the god of firs, hecaufe his chief temple was in 
a forelt of fir-tret!* (ao\ as fupiter was lly led by the Romany Fa- 
gutaJh, from a grove of beeches confecrated to him, the woid/a- 
gus fignifying in Latin a here h (2 1). Lipfius derives the name of 
Tan f ana from the Flcmijh woid tacnfanft, fignifying, the principal 
^ fir ft canfe of things \ fo that the Germans, under I he name of 
Tan/ana, adored, according to him, the fuprcmc being. 



'20 J Vide Gran, in Tacit. 
&ult. 



(2 1) Fide Plin. I. xvi. 
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the Bruficri ( QJ, thtTubantes fR), and the Ufipetes (S), 
who befetting the pa Acs of the forelr. through which the Ro- 
man army was to return, fell upon their rear, and put the light- 
armed cohorts into disorder ; but Gcrmanicus, riding up to the 
twentieth legion, and crying out, That the time was come 
for them to redeem their reputation, and cancel the memory 
of their late fedition, by falling upon the enemy, they at- 
tacked them fo brifkly, that the Germans were broke at the 
firft onfet, and driven out of the wood into the neighbour- 
ing plain, where great numbers of them were cut in pieces. 
In the mean time, the van-guard, palling the foreft, had time 



<< 



C Q_J The BruSleri are placed by moft geographers next to the 
/V//-V, between the Amijta, now the Ems, and the lake Flews, now 
rhe Suydsr/fc. Tacitus (peaks of them thus : <fi Next to the TenSeri 
4i dwelt the Bt uSieri, in whole room the Chamavi and Ang ri-var it 
* c arc faid to have fettled, after having driven out and utterly ex- 
" tirpated the BrutJeriy with the concurrence of the neighbouring 
*' nations, either in deteftation of their pride, or enticed by the 
" love of booty, or through the fpecial favour of the gods towards 
<c the Romans. They were even pleafcd to indulge us the plea- 
fure of feeing the battle, in which there fell above fixty thoufand 
men, without a blow ftruck by the Romans, &c. May the gods 
continue and perpetuate among thefe nations, if not any love 
for us, yet by all means their animofity and hatred to each 
•« other, fince fortune cannot more fignally befriend us, than in 
t( tawing divifions amongft our enemies.'" As to the time of this 
general (laughter of the Bruclcri mentioned here by Tacitus, we are 
quite in the dark ; for this nation was Hill in being in Tiberius** 
reign, nay, and many years after Tacitus** time, but probably at 
a greater cliftance from the Rhine ; for they arc mentioned by Eu- 
mains and Na^arius in their panegyrics upon Conpantinc, and alio 
by the poet CI audi mi \ 2z). The daughter therefore was not fo 
general as is by' Tacitus fuppofed ( 23). 

(R 1 The Tubanta pofleiled great part of U'ejiphaUet* Cluverius 
places the anticnt city of Tee Ha mentioned by Ptolemy , now Teck- 
lenburg, on the borders of the Tubantes and C l itn:avi. 

tS^Thc Vfif.ctei, U,1pii 9 or Uftpetrr, arc placed by Rhenium be- 
tween the Rhine and the mountains of HrjJ'j. \w C,rfar\ tune they 
bordered jpon the countries of the Sje/wtb/i :mA Ti'.>:J?eri> of whom 
we have fpoken above. Dion Cajfius fee ins to place them between 
the Rhine and the Lupins, now the Lipps, and the Sicambri beyond 
the latter oi thefc rivers ; for, in dclc-ribin^ Dn/fus^s expedition 
into (x. ,-m.it:\\ lie tc '.Is us, tint he palled the R : .>lnt, and having lub- 
dacd the i r ip:tet % laid a bridge over the Lupins, and entered the 
Country of the Sicambri (24J. 

{zz) Vidt CKiud. 4. Con, ful Honor, ver. 4 (23) FiJe Tacit. 

dt vior.Cer, r. 33. (24.; Dio. L hv. p. 54 J.. 

to 



Chap. if. The Roman Wjlorjl 43r 

to form a camp, whither the reft of the army retired to reft 
themfelves that night alter fu i.'-tiguing a inarch. The next 
dav they purfued their rout uninterrupted, an J anived, loaded 
•with booty, at the place appointed u»r their winter quarters f. 
The fame of thefe exploits foon reached Houk^ and filled the 
citv with joy. As for Tiberius, he was highly plealLd to hear 
that the fcdition was funprelled, and the beginning o£ tu's uign 
finalized by fo remarkable a victory, hue joy was not 
without allay : Germanicus , by finally difchu.ging the vete- 
ran?, bv fhortcnin'j; the term of fervice for the rclt, and by li- 
berally diftributing money among them, had gained the af- 
fections of the army, and befides, great glory by his late ex- 
pedition. This gave the jealous and fufpicious emperor great Tiberius 
uneafmefs, which, however, he aitfvliy diguifed, giving the jealous of 
fen ate a pompous account of the exploits or his nephew, and Germani- 
beftowng upon him the higheft encomiums. He com- mi's glory. 
mended at the fame time the adJre.'s of his fon Drnfus in 
quelling the fedition of the Panncnian legions, in few words, 
but which feemed dictated by his heart, and more fincere e . 
In fhort, he fpoke of Germanicus like an orator, but of Dru- 
fus like a father. However, he approved whatever Germani- 
cus had done, and, to gain the aftcclaons of the Pannonian 
legions, extended to them all the privileges which Germanicus 
had granted to his own. 

These diforders in Germany and Pannonia and the great Tiberius*/ 
veneration which the foldiery, as well as the people, had for excellent 
Germanicus, were a great restraint upon Tiberius, who now beber.hur 
with wonderful art difguifed thofe vices, which afterwards the be- 
difplayed themfelves fo openly. He acted in mo ft things like ginning of 
a truly generous, good-natured, and clement prince. Of bit reign. 
the many and extraordinary honours that were ottered him, His "tode- 
he accepted but few, and thofe of the meaneft fort. He fly- 
forbad any priefts or temples to he decreed for him, or ftatucs 
erected but by his own pcrmiftion, which he granted fume- 
times, upon condition that they fhould be placed, not anions 
the images of the gods, but the ornaments of their houfes? 
He refufed the title of father c f his country, and never 
took upon him the name of /lugn/ius, though ic was hcrcdi- 
taiy, but in his letters to foreign potentates, For flattery he 
had an utter averfion. If, in private convcrfation or public 
fpectches, any thing was fa id to his praife, he immediately not 
only interrupted, but rebuked the Ipcaker. One calling him 
Do minus, or Lord, he dcfircd him not to mention him any 
•r.orc in derifion. Another calling his employments facrcei, 



Idem ibid. c. 53. 2 Idem ibid. c. 54. 
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he entreated him to change his epithet, and to ftyle them 
troublefome. He would not permit the fenate to fwear to the 
obfervation of his a£b, urging againfr. it the inftability of all 
mortal things, and that the higher he was raifed, the more 
Hit extra- he was expofed to danger. All flanderous reports, libels, 
ordinary and lampoons, upon him and his adminiftration he bore with 
patience. extraordinary patience, faying, That in a free city the thoughts 

and tongues of every man ought to be free ; and when the fc- 
nate would have proceeded againft foine, who had publifhcd 
libels againft him, he would not confent to it, faying, JVe 
have not time enough to attend fuch trifes : if you once open 
a door to fuch informations^ you zuiil be able to do nothing 
elfe ; for, under that pretence , every jnan will revenge himfelf 
-upon his enemies by accufing them to you. Being informed that 
one had fpoke very detra£tingly of him ; If he fpcaks ill of 
me, faid he, / will give ki?n as good an account of my zvords 
and aclions as I can j and, if that is not fufficient, I will fa- 
tisfy my f elf with having as bad an opinion of him as he has 
His re/peel of me. His carriage tow?rds the ienate was very rcfpe£tful ; 
for the fe- nothing of moment was tranfa&ed without their advice and 
note* approbation. To them were referred the collecting of the 

taxes and tributes, the building and repairing of all public e- 
dificcs, the raifing or di (banding of forces, the muftering of 
the legions and auxiliaries, the prolonging or granting com- 
miffions upon any extraordinary war, the returning of an- 
fwers to the letters of kings, &c. He never entered into the 
fenatc with any attendants but once, when he was brought 
in, on account of an indifpofition, in a litter ; and then he 
immediately ordered his company to withdraw. In the fe- 
nate he allowed every one to i'peak his mind with great free- 
dom. Having one day diflented in his opinion from Ha- 
ter i its ; Pardon me, I befeeeb you, faid he, if, as a Jena to f, 
I fpeak againfl you with more freedom than ordinary. Then, 
turning to the whole aflcmbly ; hc addrefTcd them thus ; Mofl 
venerable fathers, what I fay nozv I have often faid before ; a 
good and prudent prince, to whom you have given fo great 
and abfolute a power, ought to be ferviccable, not only to the 
fenatc, anil the body cf the city, but to every particular citi- 
zen : 7: or do I repent of any thing I have faid of this nature, 
having always accounted you, as I pill do, my good, jujl, and 
mofl gracious lords. If in the fenatc any thing was decreed a- 
gainfl his judgment, he did not complain, nor feeni the leafl: 
And the difpleafed. He allowed the confuls fo much power, that 
confuls. certain embafladors from Africa had rocourfe to them, de- 
firing they would return them a fpecdv anfwer, finee Cttfar, 

to whom they had been f.nt, put them off from day to day. 

When 
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When the confuls came into the fenate, the theatre, or an}r 
other place where he was, he always rote up to them, and 
turned out of the way, if he met them in the ftreets. He 
often affrfted at the trials in the courts of juftice, efpecially 
if any criminal was reported to be like to efcape by favour or 
connivance 5 he then appeared unexpectedly^ and, with si 
grave air, put the judges in mind of the lawsj and the crimed 
before them. He applied himfelf with great care to the re- Applies 
formation of manners, and made many excellent regulations, himfelf to 
by which he reftralncd the immoderate expences of plays arid the refir- 
ptiblic fliows, retrenched the falaries of the players, and re- nation of 
duced the gladiators to a fixt number. The prices of Co- manners* 
rinthian vellels growing extravagant, arid the luxury of en- 
tertainments to fuch an excefs, that thirty thoufarid /efterces 
were paid for three mullets, he complained of thefe diforders 
to the fehate, and got a law paffed, fetting bounds to the 
expenses in furniture, and ordaining that the prices of provi- 
fioos in the markets fhould be annually regulated by the fe- 
nate. As to the eatirig-houfes and taverns, which at this 
time were very numerous in Rome, they were all£ by Tibe- 
rius 3 * orders, utterly fiipprefFed ; and that he might, by his Bis jmga- 
own example, countenance frugality and parfimony in others, tity % 
he had, at his piiblic and hioft foleriih entertainments, meat 
ferved up, which had been dreffed, and cut up, the day be- 
fore, contrary to the cuftom which then obtained, faying* 
that 'every part had the fame tajie as the whole. To check 
the progrefs of vice, he drove out of Rome a great number of 
young noblemen, and alfo fome women of diftin&ion, who 
were noted for their debaucheries ; and at the famie time re- 
vived an antlent law, impowering all parents to puritfh their 
daughters, even after they were married, if, by their de- 
bauched lives, they brought difgrace upon their families. Iri 
this particular he wa9 fo Ariel:, that, by proclamation i he pro- 
hibited the kifles that were, according to cuftorh, given by 
way of falutation- He feemed intirely averfe from loading 
his people with any new taxes 3 and when fome governors of 
provinces advifed him to raife their taxes, he anfwered, that 
tt wat the duly of a good Jhepherd to Jhear, not to flay, his 
flock , and was fo far from hearkening to the remon ft ranees 
of his prefidents and governors, that, inftead of raiting, he Lejfens the 
leffened the tributes that were annually remitted to Rome taxes. 
from the provinces Such was the deportment of Tiberius, 
while his authority was yet wavering ; but we fhall foon fee 
him pull off the mafk, and abandon himfelf without controul 

h Soet. in Tiber, t. 26—36. Tacit, ibid- 
Vol. XIII. I i i t 
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to thofe vices, which he now fo artfully difguifes with the 
©ppofite virtues. But to return to the brave Germanicus : 

The following year, Drufus Cizfar and Ca{us Norbanus 
being, confuls, Germanicus made vaft preparations, with a 
defign to purfue the war againft the Germans, and revenge 
the death of Varus, and the (laughter of his legions. He 
had indeed no thoughts of attempting any thing till the dim- 
mer; but being informed, that violent diflenfions reigned 
am one the enemy, he refolved early in the fpring to make 
an irruption into the country of the Catti (T). Thefe in- 

teftine 

(T) The Catti or Chatti potfeffed, as we have hinted above, 
part of the dutchy of Brunf<wick y of the bifhopric of Hilde/heim, of 
< Tburingen % Heffe, and the territories of Fulda, with the counties 
of Sbawvemberg, 1Vdldeck % and Mansfcld Tacitus fpeaks of them 
thus : '* The territories of the Catti begin at the Hercynian foreft, 
•* and confift not of fuch wide and marfhy plains as thofe oFuYe 
<« other communities contained within the vaft compafs of Ger- 
mam \ but of hills, which, for a long tract, run high and cemti- 
" guous, then by degrees fink Moreover, the Hercynian foreft 
" attends for a while its native Catti % and then forfakes them. 
•« They are diftinguifhed with more hard and robuft bodies, cora- 
" pact limbs, Item countenances, and a more fprightly vigour of 
*' mind. For Germans* they are men of much fenfe and addrefs. 
They commit the government to chofen men, and liftcn to 
them when fet over them. They know how to maintain their 
" ranks, to drfcern occafiotis, to reftrain their own ardour, how 
49 to employ the day. How to intrench themfelves by nighc. They 
" reckon fortune among uncertain things, and valour among fuch 
*« as are fecure ;ar,d, what is very rare, and never learnt but by men 
*• inured to difcipline, they repofe more confidence in the con- 
duel of the general, than in the ltrength of the army. Their 
whole rtrength confifts in foot, who, befides their arms, carry 
iron tools and their provifions. Other Germans take the field equip* 
•« ped for a battle ; but the Catti equipped for a war. They feU 
" dom make excurfions, or expofe themfelves to the dangers of ca- 
44 fual encounters. Jt is peculiar to cavalry fuddenly to conquer, 
*• or fuddenly to fly. Such hafte and expedition borders upon fear: 
warinefs and deliberation are more akin to intrepidly." Tacitus 
adds, that a cuilom,p radii fed only by fome particular perfons of other 
German nations, univerfally obtained among the Catti : which is, 
to let their hair and beards grow till they have flain an enemy, be- 
ing perfuaded, that only by the death of a foe they can acquit 
themfelves of the debt and duty contracted by their birth, and render 
themfelves worthy of their country and parents ; fo that the cow- 
ardly and unwarlike among them were caiily diitmguifhed by their 
long hair and beards. The molt brave likewife wear an iron ring, 
which n a mark of great diihonour in that nation, as a chain or 

badge 
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teftinc broils, of which Germanicus refolved to take advan- 
tage, were occafioned by the oppofite parties of Ar minim and 
Sege/fos, the former the incenJiary of Germany ', and chief au- 
thor of the infurredrion in which Paras perifhed with his le- 
gions ; the latter a fincere and faithful friend to the Romans ; 
nay, he had even given Varus notice of the intended re- 
volt, and advifed him to fecure himfeif, Anninius and the ci- 
ther chiefs affuring him, that, without their leaders, the mul- 
titude would not dare to attempt any thing. Hue the Roman 
general defpifed his advice, which coft him dear, as we have 
related above. Segejies y tho' forced to join his countrymen in 
that general revolr, yet remained at conftant variance with 
Jrminius ; and at this time their animofitics were heightened 
by a domefHc quarrel, A r mini us having carried away by force 
the daughter of Sege/ies^ n arned *Ibufneldis\ and married her, 
tho' already betrothed to another. This attempt gave rife to an Germani. 
open rupcuie between the two chiefs, of which Germanicus no cus tn ' 
fooner had intelligence, than he put four legions, five thou- a »d 
fand auxiliaries, and fome German troops drawn fuddenly to- r ^ va g es 
gether, under the command of Carcitia 9 ordering him to ' * c * untr 1 
fcour the country, while he himfeif, at the head ef as many q^^* 
legions, and double the number of allies, advanced with 
incredible expedition into the country of the Catti ; and, fal- 
ling upon the enemy before they were apprifed of his match, 
put vafr numbers of them to the fword, without diftinction of 
fex or age. Moft of their youth efcaped by fwimming over the 
Air ana (U), and attempted to prevent the Romans Irom lay- 
ing a bridge over that river ; but their efforts proving unfuc- 
cefsful, fome of them fubmitted to Germanicus ; but the grea- 
er part, abandoning their villages, took refuge in the woods { 
(o that the Romans, without opposition, laid w.ifte all the o- 
pen country, fet fire to their dwellings, laid Mattium (W") 

their 



badge offiavery, till they fee themfelves, as it were, at liberty, 
by killing an enemy (25). However, as Germanicus came upot\ 
them unawares, they were forced either to fubmit, or fhelter them.« 
felves in the woods, that is, in the Bercynian foreft, which as Ta- 
citus has told us, began in their country. 

i U) The /Id r ana, now the Eder % rifes in Upper H*ffe % waters the, 

county of VJfaldeck and Lower Heffe % and falls into the Fulda or FttJ- 
den about two miles above Qaffd 

(W) 1 at.it us in this place ltyles Najtiuw the capital of the Catti \ 

but el fe where ^26) diliinguilhes the Mattiaci from the Catti : The 

(25) Tacit, de mtr. German, 30, 31. ( z6 / %acit. biflor. /. iv. 
(•37. 
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their capital in afhes, an3 then began their march back to the 
Rhine, The Cberufci alone made fome motions, as if they 
defigned to aflift the Catti and fall upon the Romans in their 
retreat, but were reftrained by Carina, who, with his army 
of obfervation, moved about from place to place, and had 
even defeated the Marft (X), who had dared to engage him 1 , 
Germanicus had fcarce reached his camp, when deputies ar- 
rived from Sege/les? praying relief for that faithful friend to 
the Romans again ft: his and their declared enemy Arminius, 
who had befieged him in his camp. At the head of this em- 
baffy was Scgimundus, the fon of Segejles 9 whom, though he 
had formerly revolted frpm the Romans? Germanicus receive^ 
with great kindnefs ; but fent him, as he could no longer de- 
pend upon his fidelity, under a ftrong guard to the frontiers 
of Gaul (Y). As to his requeft, he readily complied with it, 

leii 

1 Idem ibid. c. 56. 

army, faid he. *yvas compofed of Catti, Ufipii, Mattiaci. Their, 
country according to the accounts of the antient geographers, was 
inclofed on all fides by the territories of the Catti ; whence they 
are often confounded with them. Clwverius and Cellar ius think, 
that the fituation of Mattium, or, as Ptolemy calls it, Mattiacnm % 
agrees with that of the prefent city of Marpurg ; for it ftands oh 
the road leading from mount Taunus 9 now known to the natives 
^>y the names of Der Heyrick and Die Hobe % over-againft AJentx, to 
the Adrana or the Eder, which was the rout Germanicus took io 
this irruption, as Tacitps informs us. Pliny mentions {he hot baths 
of Mattium (27), which all modern geographers take for the hot 
waters of tVisbaden over again ft Mentz, or Moguntlacum, as it was, 
called by the antiehts ; fo that the territories of the Mattiaci ex- 
tended at leaft from the Rhine to the Eder. Whether they reached 
beyound that river, and how far, we know not. Tacitus tells us, 
that the Mattiaci in his time were friends to the Romans. The Ro- 
man people, fays he, have carried the awe and efteem of their em- 
pire beyond the Rhine and the antient boundaries. Thus the Mat- 
tiaci, living on the oppofne bank, enjoy a fettlement of their own; 
but by inclination are Romans (28). 

(X) Part of IPeftpbalsa and of the bifhoprick of Padtrborn were, 
according to molt of our modern geographers % the antient habita- 
tion of the Marfi. 

(Y) Segimundus had been greatly favoured by the Romany and 
by them appointed prieft of the altar of the Ubii, of which we 
have fpoken above ; but when his countrymen revolted, he rent 
the face rdotal tiara and fled to the revolters. Hence, when his fa- 

f 27) PHn I. xxxi. c . 20. (2S) Tacit, d* tnor. Ger, c. 29, 

the 
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led back his army without Iofs of time to the relief of Segef- Marches 
tes 9 engaged the befiegers, put them to flight, and refcued againft 
that faithful friend of the Romans^ out of the hands of his Arminius. 
moft inveterate enemy. On this occafion the Romans took a 
great many prifoners, among whom was Tbufneldis, the wife 
of Arminius and daughter of Stge/ies^ who had been the chief *y™ m 
occafion of the prefent rupture between the two illuftrious t £fa S fa* ' 
families (Z). She was then big with child, and feemed to . r ▲ r • 
be concerned only for the fate 01 her unhappy babe deftincd ner 

ther declared to him his intention of putting him at the head of the 
embafly which he was fending to Germanicus^ he delirea at firfl to 
be excufed ; but afterwards trailing to the clemency of the Roman 
eneral he undertook the execution of his father's orders, and was 
avourably received by Gcrmanicus , but not fuffered to retjrn a- 
mong his countrymen. What became of' him afterwards, Tacitus 
does not tell as ; but Strabo names him among the illuftrious cap- 
tives, who marched before the chariot of Germanicus, when he en- 
tered Rome in triumph (29). If he did not join the rebels a fecond 
time, Germanicus atted contrary to the law of. nations in thus feiz- 
ing the perfon of an embaflador, and creating him as if he Jud 
been taken in war. 

(Z) Tacitus tells us, that the Germans carried about with them in 
all their wars their wives and children, whom they placed near the 
field of battle, that, by *-he tears of their wives and the cries of 
their tender infants, they might be the more encouraged to exert 
themfelves in the defence of thofe interefting pledges of nature. 
Their armies, when yielding and ready to fly, have been often pre- 
vailed upon to maintain their ground and lirand the fhock of th- 
enemy, by the importunity and increaties of their women, prefent- 
ing their breafts, and putting them in mind of their impending 
captivity 5 an evil which they far moie dreaded in their women 
than in themfelves. When any of them happened to be fo wound - 
ed in battle, that they could not continue the light, they retired 
to thair mothers or wives, who, without being (hacked, fucked 
their bleeding wounds. The wife among them brought no dowry 
to the husband, but the husband to the wife, *vix a couple of oxen 
yoked together, a Jiorfe accoutred, a fhield, a javelin, and a fword. 
The woman on her part too made her husband a prefent of fome 
arms. By the mutual approbation and acceptance of thefe girts, 
in the prefonce of their patents and relations, they were married. 
The oxen joined in the fame yoke, the horfe ready equipped, and 
the prefent of arms, ferved to put the woman in mind, that fhe 
came to her husband as a partner of his hazards and dangers in war 
as well as in peace, and that (he was not exempt frbm fighting and 
exerting her courage its battle for the defence of her husband or 
country (30). 



(29) Strah9 i /. vii 



(30) Tacit, ibid. c. 7 C2f 18. 
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to be born in flavery. As for her own captivity, fhe bore h 
with the intrepidity of a true heroine, without {bedding a 
tear, or uttering a word in the ftyle of a fuppliant. Among 
the booty were found Roman fpuils tak.cn from Far us and his 
ilaughtered legions, and divided among thofe who were now 
prifoncrs. Arminius being now put to flight, Segejlcs thought 
it his duty to wait upon h;s deliverer ; and accordingly, from 
a confidence in his fincere attachment to the Roman interelr, 
he appeared before Germanicus^ without betrav ing tJie Jeaft 
f fear, and, addrefling him with a majeftic air, enumerated, 
feeclfto ' Wlt great modefty, the fervices he had rendered the republic, 
P fll . mi , n ; which had drawn upon him the hatred of Arminius ; offered 
cus. nis mediation tor the (jcrman nation, if they perhaps would 

rather ch'ife to repent than be deftroyed \ and earneftly re- 
commended to his known clemency his fon and daughter^ 
int renting him to forgive the former the error he had been 
'guilty of in his youth, more out of imprudence than malice, 
and to confider the latter rather as the daughter of Segefles 
than the wife of Arminius. Germanicus anfwered with his 
ufual good-nature and humanity, prornrfing to take his fon, 
daughter, and all his relations, under his protection, afligned 
to him a fafe retreat in one of the neighbouring provinces 
long fince fubje£t to Rome y and then returned with the army 
to his former camp, where the wife of Arminius was deliver 
ed of a male child k (A). 
^ . . In the mean time^ Arminius , more inraged than ever 

///vT«T/!L ^°^ S °^ '*' S w ^ e > whom he tenderly loved, and the. 

i hb ^ ate °* ^ 11S cn *^ doomed to be born in captivity, flew about 
in* nations t ^ le countr y °f tne Cherufci^ inflaming that warlike nation, 
a^ah/fl the a ^ a ' n ^ Segefles and Germanicus , and encouraging them to let 
Romans. Arminius rather lead them to liberty and glory, than the 

wicked and treacherous Segefles to infamy and bondage, Hia 
credit, and the bitter invectives he was conftantly uttering 
again It the Romans roufed not only the Gherufci y but all the 
neighbouring nations 5 nay, Inguiomcrus, one of the chief 
lords of the country, and hitherto a friend to die Rorqans and 

k Idem, c. 57, 58,. 

(A) Tacitrtj tells us, that this child was brought up at Ravenna, 
and promifes to relate in a more proper place the misfortunes 
which befel him. The fathers Catron an4 Rouiltt, iri their Rom an t 
hillory, make the fame promife. If Tacitus performed his, it was 
in his books which have not reached our times. Wc (hall therefore 
be the more obliged to thofe learned writers for the performance of 
theirs ; for we know nothing of this unhappy captive, or Ws mis- 
fortunes. 
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in hijrh credit with them, though uncle to Arminius by the 
fattier '» fide, was drawn into rhe confederacy, and prevailed 
upon to declare: for his nephew, and join him with all his 
friends and dependents. Germanicus^ upon intelligence of fo 
powerful a confederacy, that he might not be obliged to en- 
gage fuch numerous forces united, refolved to make a diverfi- 
on j and with this view detached Carina at the head of forty 
Roman cohorts to the river jtmifia, now the Ems y through 
the territories of the Bruderi. The cavalry took another 
rout, under the conduct of Pedo (B), who led them by the 
confines ofjjhe Frifians (C), As for Germanicus himfclf, he Gc ™*"£ 
imbaiqucd the four remaining legions on a neighbouring lake, C}1%ma ? c m 
and tranfported them on rivers and canals to the place appoint- ^ * J 
ed for the general rendezvous on the banks . of the Amlfia* 
where the three feparate bodies met. The Chauci^ as the le- 
gions pa/Ted through their country, joined them : the Bruc- 
tei upon the approach of Germanicus , attempted to fet fire 
to their houfes and retire; but were reftrained by Stertinius, 
who was detached againft them. That commander had the 
good luck to find in the country of the Brufteri the eagle of 
the nineteenth legion loft in the overthrow of Varus* The 
army, now united, purfued their march to the fartheft 
borders of the Bruc2eri 9 and laid wafte the whole coun- 
try between the rivers Lupias and Amifta^ that is, the 
Lyppe and the Ems, As the foreft of Teu to burg turn (D) 

was 
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(B) It is uncertain whether Pedo % mentioned here by Tact tas, was 
Pedo Albino*) anus 9 or Pedo Pompeius, Seneca fpeaks of the latter as 
a perfon of great merit C32J, and Ovid commends the former as an 
excellent poet. Some fragments of his book intituled Denaviga- 
thne Germanics', have reached our times (33) The elegy he wrote 
on the death of Dru/ur and inferibed to Li<uia is a matter piece of 
the kind, and worthy of a heavenly poet, as Ovid rtyles him (34). 
Jo/eph Scaliger afcribes to him the elegy on the death of M*cet*as 9 
wherein he difagrees with moll other critics, ^oj/ius fuppofes him 
to have w.icten alfo epigrams, which he gathers from one of Mar- 

(C) The country of the Frifii was divided into two, called the 
Greater and the Lejfcr* The former lay between the mouthf of 
the Rhine and the Wefer. The latter extended along the coaft of 
tht cc an on the oppofite fide of the Rhine ; but how far, we 
cannot de-ermine 

Cl)' Tne foreft of Teutohurgium, now Tettteberg % lay in Weflpha- 
lia between the Ems and the Lyppe. The prefent inhabitants prc- 

7 1 ^ Senec in lud de rr.orte CItiud. (33) Settee fuajor. 1. ^34) 
Ovid in Pun,'. e!eg. uU, (35 ) Mart. /. ii, *pig 77, 

tend 



4+ 0 The Rorhan Hijiory. Book 111 

was not far ofF, ttrhere the bones of Varus and the three 
Germani- legions flaughtered with him were faid to He ftiH unburied; 
cus and bis Gerrnanicus^ touched with a tender companion on their unhappy 
army bury f at g- re f 0 hed to march thither and pay them the laft offices! 
tbe remain's Accordingly Carcina was fent before to clear the way, to ex- 

of Varus 

amine the avenues leading to the foreft, and lay bridges over 
and bis /e- mar fl 1 y places. The reft of the army followed, and, march- 
V ° m ' ing in good order and with great caution; entered the gloomy 

foreft, where they foon difcovered the ruins of two Roman 
camps, the one very fpacious and capable of containing three 
legions, the other much lefs rn circumference, \*§hich, they 
concluded, had ferved for a place of retreat for the fmall num- 
ber of legionaries, Who had efcaped the firft day's {laughter! 
The ramparts of both were half ruined* arid the ditches near 
filled up. The open fields were covered t with bleached 
bones* fome feparate, forrie in heaps* as thole unhappy mtn 
had happened to fall flying fingly, or refrftirig in bodies. In 
the adjacent groves were feen ft ill ftanding the altars, where 
the barbarians had facrificed to their gods" the tribunes and chief 
centurions^ whom they had made prifoiiers. On the trees 
roud the altars were ftuck the fkulls of thofe unhappy vic- 
tims. In Gerifianicus'i army there were fome who had ferved 
under Varus y and had the good luck to efcape the general 
{laughter \ and thefe related' the particulars of that tragical 
event to the reft. Here, laid they; the commanders of our 
legions were (lain ; there our eagles were taken : here Varus 
received his firft wound there he fell by his own hand : in 
that place (rood the tribunal, whence Jrminius harangued his 
men 5 in this he caufed gib'bets to be reeled for the execution 
of his captives, &c. So many doleful objedls awakened in the 
hearts of the Romans and their commander a tender companion! 
for the fate of their countrymen, f riends, and comrades, and 
at the fame time an eager defire of appeafing their manes, with 
the flaughter of an enemy fo cruel and inhuman. With thefe 
fentiments they firft carefully gathered the bones fcattered up 
and down the fields ; and, having dug a deep trench, buried 
them there fix years after the daughter, Germdnicus laying chef 

firft turf on the common tomb (E). Having thus paid the 

laft 



lend to mew the very fpot where Varus with his legions were cut 
otF. It is a plain in the neighbourhood of a fmall town called 
Hon,, and is known by the name of WinfeUt, which it took, they 
iuppofe, from the Germans winning the field. 

(E) Tiberius did nos approve of this pious office performed by 
Qcrmanicus and his army. Whether it was, fays Tacitus, that he 

put 
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laft offices to their friends, they abandoned that folitude difmal They ad~ 
to their fight and memory, and, full of refentment, advanced nance a- 
againft the author of fo many evils, who, underftanding that g a j»fi Ar- 
he was purfued by Germanicus^ retired, and incamped in an mi mus* 
advantageous poft clofe to the woods. The Roman general 
followed him, and coming up with him, ordered his cavalry to 
advance and diflodge him. Arminius^ at the approach of 
the Roman horfe, pretended to fly; but wheeling fuddenly Who at 
about, and at the fame time giving the fignal to a body of fi'fl gainf~ 
troops, which he had concealed in the foreft, to rufli out, he fomead- 
fell upon the enemy with fuch vigour, that the Roman cavalry, vantages 
not able to ftand the fhock, began to give way. Germanicus ******** 
immediately detached fome cohorts to their relief ; but they 
too were foon put in diforder and broken, more by their own * iuU * 
men who fled, than by the enemy. Anninius^ taking advan- 
tage of the confufion the Romans were in, doubled his efforts* 
and would have pufhed them into a morafs, had not Germani- 
cus advanced at the head of his legions in order of battle. 
Jrminiusj finding his men already tired, did not think it ad- 
vifeable to engage the frefli legions, and therefore retired in 
good order, leaving the Romans matters of the field. Germa- 
nicus 9 not judging it fafe to purfue the enemy through path- 
lefs woods and forefts, contented himfelf with this fmall ad- 



put a bad conftruction upon every aftion of German! cm, or believed* 
that the fight of fo many Romans flain by the enemy, and left thus 
unburied, might fink the courage of his men, and heighten their 
terror of fo dreadful a foe. Befides, Germa?ticus was a member of 
the college of the augurs, and of the priefts facred to the deity of 
Augu/ius, and, as fuch, ought not, according to the ancient rites, to 
have been any ways concerned in the ceremonies and folemnities of 
the dead, fince by them pontiffs, augurs, and priefes of all denomi- 
nations, were though c to be defiled. Hence Augu/ius, who was 
pontifex maxim us, pronounced the funeral oration of Marcel '/us with 
a vail between him and the corpfe, as Suetonius informs us, that he 
might not be polluted with the fight of it. Plutarch tells us, that 
Syila divorced his wife Metella a little before fhe died, and caufed her 
to be conveyed into another houfe, that his own, as he was then pon- 
tifex and augur, might not be defiled with funeral ceremonies ( 36). 
But we are apt to believe, that Tiberius did not, out of any prin- 
ciple of religion, find fault with Germanicus** conducl ; for he little 
mattered the gods or their rites, being himfelf a fatalift, and pof- 
fefTed with notions of altrology. What difpleafed him was, thac 
Germankus % by fo popular an aclion, had gained the hearts of the 
foldiery and Roman people. 



f 36) Pint, in Sy/fa 

Vol. XIII. Kkk tantage, 
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vantage, and returned with the army to the river Amijia. 
There he imbarqued with four legions, ordered Carina to re- 
conduct the other four by land, and fent the cavalry to the fea- 
fide, with orders to march along the fhore to the Rhine* 



Tho' Carina was to return through roads well known, yet 
Germanicus warned him to pafs with all poflible fpeed the cauf- 
way called the long bridges (F). Carina made what hafte he 
could ; but nevcrthelefs Ar mini us arrived there before him. 
This caufway led crofs vaft marfhes, furrounded on all fides 
"with woods and hills, which gently rofe from the plain. The 
woods Arminius had already filled with his men, who, [as foon 
Caecina is as Carina approached, rufliing out fell upon him with fuch 
attacked by fury, that the legions, not able to manage their arms in the 
Arminius. ^ ee p wa ters and flippery ground, were already yielding, and 

would in all likelihood have been in ti rely defeated, had not 
night coming on foon put an end to the combat. The Ger- 
?nanS) encouraged with their fuccefs, inftead of refrefhing 
themfelves with fleep, employed the whole night in diverting 
the courfes of the fprings riling in the neighbouring moun- 
tains, and turning them into the plains ; fo that the camp, 
Jndredu- which the Romans had begun, was all on a fudden laid under 
ced to great water, and their works overturned. We may well imagine 
jlr rights* what a melancholy night they pafled under thefe circumflan- 

ces. We are told, that Carina himfelf was terrified with a 
frightful dream : he thought he faw ghiintiltus Varus , rifing 
out of the marfh befmeared with blood, ftretching forth his 
hand, and calling upon him ; but that he rejected the invita- 
tion, and pufhed him away. Carina had ferved either as a 
common foldicr, or as an officer, forty years, was well ex- 
perienced in all the viciflitudes of war, and thence undaunted 
even in the greateft dangers. Having therefore calmly 

(F) Tacitus tells us, that this caufway was made by Lucius Dami- 
tiusy who, according to that writer, led an army over the Elbe, and 
advanced farther into Germany than any Roman before him, which 
procured him the enfigns of triumph. Whence we conclude him 
to have been the grandfather of Nero ; for Suetonius in his life of 
that emperor, tells us, that Lucius Domitius his grandfather was no 
lefs famous for his dexterity in driving chariots, than for the trium- 
phal ornaments which he acquired by his conduct in the German 
war [ 37% This caufway, according to Lipjius, led crofs the marines 
between Lingeti> Wcdden, and Cocverden t where fome remains of it 
arc Hill lying under water. Thefe marches are now known to the 
Dutch by the name of Bret an/cbehtyde, that is, the marjbes o/BxC' 
tan (38). 



(37) S,4i ** «■ for* c. 4, (38) Vide Liff. in hunt he. Tacit '. 

Weighed 
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weighed with himfelf all proper expedients for the prefent 
conjuncture, he at length refolved to attack the barbarians the 
next day, to drive them to their woods, and there keep them, 
in a manner befieged, till the baggage and the wounded men 
had pafled the caufway, and were out of the enemy's reach* 
With this view at break of day he drew up his legions, pla- 
cing the fifth in the right wing, the one-and-twentieth in the 
left, the firft in the van, and the twentieth in the rear. But 
the legions pofted on the wings, fei zed with a fudden fear, as foon 
as day began to appear, deferted their ftations, and took pofTefliort 
of a field beyond the marfhes. Ctecina thought it advifeable to 
follow them; but the baggage flicking in the mire, as he eroded 
the marfhes, and the foldiers about it being embarafied and in great 
diforder, Arminius laid hold of this opportunity to begin the 
attack ; and crying out, This is a fecond Varus ; the fame 
fate attends him and his legions, he rufhed upon them at the 
head of a chofen body with a fury hardly to be exprefled. As 
he had ordered his men to aim chiefly at the enemy's horfes, 
great numbers of them were killed, and the ground becoming 
flippery with their blood and the flinie of the marfh, the reft 
either fell, or cafting their riders and galloping among the 
ranks, put them into diforder. Casein a on this occafion dif- 
tinguifhed himfelf in a very eminent manner 3 but his horfe 
being killed under him, he would have been taken prifoner, had qfaHo- 
not the firft legion refcued him. The greedinefsof the enemy mans yfc- 
was what faved Qeecina and his legions from utter deftruc- <vedby the 
tion ; for while they were already yielding and quite fpent, grcedinefs 
the barbarians all on a fudden abandoned them to feize the of the encr 
baggage. The Romans, during this refpite, hruggled out of my. 
the marlh, and gaining the dry fields, tired as they were, 
formed with all poflible fpeed a camp there, and fortified it in 
the beft manner they could. 

And now the legionaries , quite fpent and exhaufted, retired 
to repofe themfelves a while after fo fatiguing a combat. But 
their repofe was foon interrupted by an accident, which, as it 
caufed a general alarm in the camp, (hews what fear and ter- 
ror had feized them. A horfe having broken loofe and <j-je R 0 
being frightened with the noife, as he flxayed about, ran ^ans %- 
over fome who were in his way. As this happened when xednvitk 
it was dark, it raifed fuch a confirmation among the lc- apatite, 
gionaries, imagining that the Germans had broke into 
the camp, that they all ran to the gate Decpmena, which, 
was fartheft from the enemy, in order to make their ef- 
cape, Ceecina y having learned the true caufe of this general 
uproar, endeavoured to ftop the fugitives, alluring them, 
that their fear was quite groundlefs \ but none of them heark- 
ening to him, he flung himfelf at length crofs the gate. The- 

Kkkz awe 
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awe and refpect they had for their general reflrained them 
from running over his body, and put a flop to their flight; 
and, in the mean time, the tribunes and centurions fatisfied 
them, that it was a falfe alarm. Then Carina? calling them 
together, told them, that they muft be indebted for their 
lives to their valour , but that their valour ought to be tem- 
pered with art ; that they muft keep clofe within their camp 
till the Germans attempted to ftorra it, and then make a fud- 
den fally, break through the enemy, and purfue their march 
to the Rhine. This, he told them, was the only means of 
retrieving their glory, of faving their lives. In the mean time, 
it was refolved in the German camp, purfuant to the advice of 
Jnguiomerus? to attack the Roman intrenchments the next 
morning, no-body doubting, except Arminius? but they might 
be eafily forced. That commander, no lefs prudent than 
brave, was for fuffering the Romans quietly to depart, and rai- 
ling upon them on their march, when embarraffed again a- 
mongft forefts and marfhes. But the advice of Inguiomerus 
prevailing, as foon as it was light, the Germans befet the 
camp, and having filled the ditches, were already climbing up 
the ramparts, when Carina ordered the fignal to be given to 
the cohorts, who, fallying out with loud fhouts, fell upon the 
aggreflbrs, and made a dreadful flaughterof them, while tkey 
fThe Ger- were tujfy j n f ca li n g the intrenchments. The Germans? who 

ma " s imagined that few Romans were remaining, and had therefore 
t° Jt'g - p r o mi fed the mfe Ives an eafy victory, were fo furprifed and 

frightened at this fudden and altogether unexpected attack, 
that they immediately betook themfelves to a lhameful flight. 
The Romans purfued them, and made a dreadful (laughter of 
the fugitives. Arminius had the good luck to efcape unhurt j 
but Jnguiomerus was dangeroufly wounded. After this the 
Germans? as deftitutc of conduct in diftrefs, as void of mode- 
ration in profperity, appeared no more ; fo that Carina pur- 
fued his march unmolefted to the Rhine 
The coura- J N the mean time, a report being fpread, that the Raman 
geousbeba- forces were cut in pieces; and a German army in full march 
vtour of tQ j nvac j c Gaul? fome timorous partisans of Rome were for 
A £ rl PP 1Iia breaking down the bridge which the Romans had built over 

the Rhine near 'Treves ; but Agrippina? who Mill continued in 
that city, not giving credit to the public report, oppofed with 
a manly courage the execution of this defign, and prefcrved 
the bridge. She had foon after the fatisfadlion to fee the le- 
gions under Carina? which were fuppofed. to have met with 
the fame fate as thofe of Varus? arrive, ill-treated indeed and 

1 Tacit, annal. 1. i, c. 60—69. I>io. I. Ivii. p. 6i 5, & feq. 

extremely 
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extremely fatigued, but victorious. As they drew near, this 
undaunted heroine went out with her fon Caligula to receive 
them ; and ftanding at the head of the bridge, commended, 
as they pafled, their gallant behaviour, and returned them 
thanks for it in a moft obliging manner ; nay, in the abfence 
of her hufband, fhe difcharged all the duties of a general, re- 
lieved the nece/Ii ties of the foldiers, beftowed medicines on 
the wounded, fupplied fome with cloaths, and to all extended 
the effects of her unbounded generofity. This behaviour, <Thc ;ta- 
however commendable, roufed the jealou fy of Tiberius ; It is Jou/y of 
not, faid he, againft foreigners only that fhe thus ftudies to Tiberius, 
win the affections of the foldiery ; £he has already given ma- 
nifeft proofs of her afpiring views, in carrying her child, the 
general's fon, about the camp in the habit of a common fol- 
dier, with the title of Cafar Caligufo. Sejanus, who was 
well acquainted with the diftruftful temper of Tiberius, and 
already entertained ambitious defigns, which he could not 
compafs without the deft-ruction of German icus's family, with 
his groundlefs and ill-natured fuggeftions, heightened the em- 
peror's jealoufies, and fowed in his mind the feeds of an irre- 
concileable hatred againft Agrippina. 

In the mean time, Germanicus? having conveyed the four yfa y» 
legions he had with him down the Amifia into the ocean, in f ortune ~f 
order to return by fea to the Rhine, and finding that his vef- t y e /^/^ 
fels were overloaded, delivered the fecond and fourteenth le«- that re- 
gions to Publius Vitellius, one of his lieutenants, with orders turned by 
to reconduct them by land. But this march proved fatal to the Jea- 
great numbers of them, either buried in the quick-fands, ox fide. 
fwallowed up by the billows and over-flowing tide, to which 
they were utter ftrangcrs. Thofe who efcaped loft their 
arms, utenfils, and provifions, and patted a melancholy 
night on an eminence, which they had gained wading up to the 
chin. The next morning the land returning with the tide of 
ebb, Fitellius with a hafty march reached the river Uftngis* 
which fomc judicious critics take for the Horrenjler, on which 
ftunds the prefent city of Groeningen. There Germanicus* 
who had reached that river with his fleet, took the two le- 
gions again on board, and conveyed them to the mouth of the 
Rhine, whence they all returned to the city of the Ubi't, or 
Cologne, when fame had given them for loft. Ger?nanicus on g. ; merna 
his arrival found in that city Slgimems, the brother of ^- a Qcrmil 
geftes, with his fon Sefithacus, who, having renounced the p r ; ttce f u $„ 
confederacy of their countrymen, were come to implore f)tlts t0 t y 9 
the clemency of the Romans, and enter into an al- Romans, 
liance with them. The father, though one of tbe chief 
authors ©f the revolt, was kindly received by Gcvmanicus ; 

but 
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but it was with much ado that he prevailed upon himfelf to 
pardon the fon, who was faid to have infulted the dead body 
of the unfortunate Varus* In this expedition Germanicus 
gained no great advantages, and loft a vaft number of men. 
The greater part of thofe, who had efcaped fo many dangers, 
returned without arms, horfes, utenfils, csV. half- naked, lamed, 
and unfit for the fervice; but the fame of his name and 
amiable qualities having already filled both the Gauls 9 Spain, 
and Italy* the inhabitants of thefe countries ftrove who fliould 
be moft forward in fupplying him with arms, horfes, money, 
and whatever elfe was neceflary for the profecution of the war, 
Germanicus thanked them for their zeal 5 but accepted only 
the horfes and arms, defraying the other charges of the war 
with his own money. We (hall foon fee what fuccefs at- 
tended him in this war ; but let us return, in the mean time, 
to Tiberius. 

Th ough the jealous emperor repined at the glory of the 
fcrave Germanicus, yet, glad of his fuccefs, he confirmed to 
him the title of iinperator* which the legions had beftowed on 
him, and decreed the triumphal ornaments to Aulus Cacina 9 
Lucius AproniuSy and Caius Silius, three of his lieu tenants , 
Tiberius who had diftinguifhed themfelves above the reft. To gain to 
ajfeRs po- himfelf the affections of the people, which feerned to centre 
puUrity by wholly in Germanicus, he affeeied popularity, rejecting the 
various pompous tides offered him by the fenate, relieving the dif- 
metkods* treffed with great generofity, and eafing the inhabitants both 

of Rome and the provinces of feveral taxes, with which 
JIuguftus had burdened them. A fenator, by name Pius 
jfurelius, his houfe falling, had reeourfe to the fenate for re- 
lief. The praetors of the trcafury oppofed his fuit j but ne- 
ve rthelefs Tiberius, who, as Tacitus obferves, was generous 
upon honeft occafions, even after he had renounced all other 
virtues, ordered him the price of his houfe. Propertius Cdtr % 
once praetor, defiring to refign the fenatorial dignity, as too 
burdenfome to his fmall eftate, Tiberius, upon information 
that his misfortunes were owing to his father, and not to 
himfelf, pre fen ted him with a thoufand great feller ces. The 
Tiber having overflowed the lower parts of the city, he caufed 
the bed of that river to be cleanfed, and appointed, according 
to Dion, five, according to Tacitus only two, magiftrates of 
the fenatorial order, whofc whole bufinefs was to watch the 
overflowing of the Tir£*r,and rcftrain it within its banks. Thefe 
magiftrates were for diverting the channels of the feveral liven 
and lakes by which it was fwclled ; bat this project met with 
great oppofkion in the fenate, where it was refolved, that no- 

ihing (hould be altered, the direction of nature, which ap- 
pointed 
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pointed to rivers their courfes and difchargcs, being, as it was 
fuggefted, bell in all natural things. The provinces of Achaia 
and Maccdon, begging to be eafed of their public burdens, 
were this year taken from the fenate and given to the em- 
peror (G). Hence it is manifeft, that the government eff 
the propraetors, who commanded in the provinces immediate- 
ly fubjedl to the emperor, was lefs burdenfome than that of 
the proconfuls, who were fent into the fenatorial provinces ; 
but in what the one was more chargeable than the other, we 
are no-where told. Thus Tiberius affected popularity ; but Here<vi*ve? 
neverthelefs did not acquire the reputation of being truly po- the law of 
pular, having this very year revived the law of treafon or ma- majefly* 
jtfty, wUh. relation to libels or words; a law above all others 
execrable to the people, fince by it thofe, who wrote or 
fpoke any thing reflecting on the emperor, were deemed 
guilty of high treafon. In the times of the republic, fays Tad" 
ius, actions were puniflied, but words were free. AuguJIus was 
the firft, as we have related above, who brought words under 
the penalties of this law ; and Tiber im , exafperated by fatyri- 
cal verfes difperfed about the city, expofing his cruelty, his 
pride, and the mifunderftanding which already began between 
him and his mother (H), thought it neceffary to revive 



(G) Achaia and Macedon were afterwards rcftored by the empe- 
ror Cairn to the fenate C3 9). Hence we read in the AcJs, that 
Gallio was proconful of Acbaia at the end of that prince's reign 
(40;. 

(H) The verfes were as follows ; 

Afper Cff immitis, brrviter vis omnia dicam ? 

Difpeream fi te mater amare pot eft . 
Non es eg tie j 9 Quare ? non funt tibi mi Ilia centum.: 

Omnia fi guar as* Cif Rhodus ex: Hum efl m 
A urea mutafti Saturn* fiecu/a 9 Car/or : j 

bicolumi nam te ferrca femper erunt* 
Faftidit <vinum 7 gut a jam Jit it ipfe cruorem. 

Tarn bibtt hunc awide, quam bib it ante merum^ 
Adjpice felicem fibi, non tibi % Romule y Syilam : 

Et Marium 9 fi <uis, ad/pice, fed reducenu 
Nec non An tout c id ilia be I la mo r ventis 9 

Nec femel infeclas ad/pice cade mantis. 
Et dicy Roma per it : regnabit f anguine mult 9 

Ad regnum gui/quis venit ab exilio (41). 

(39/) Dio. ibid.ps 25S. (40) Aft. tfwiV. a>. 12. (4i)&*/J 
fa Tiber, c. 59. 

this 
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ferfoxs ac- 
cufed and 

acquitted. 



this dreadful law ; a law which oecafioned under him and his 
fucceiTors fo much bloodfhed in Rome and all the parts of the 
empire. He did it, however, with great addrefs, and freely 
forgave the fir ft criminals; for, being afked by Pompeius Ma- 
cer the praetor, whether, in the execution of his office, he 
Ihould proceed againft the authors of libels as guilty of trea- 
son, he anfwered , The laws mujl he executed. Tiberius 9 s an- 
fwer was no fooner known, than feveral perfons were profe- 
cuted upon this law, the emperor having, as he was natural- 
ly fufpicious and diftruftful, his lpies and emifTaries difperfed 
all over the city. Some of thefe accufed Falanius^ a Roman 
knight, of having admitted into his houfe, where he had 
erected an altar in honour of Augujlus^ among the other ador- 
ers of the deified emperor, one Cajjius a pantomime, iiifamous 
for his debaucheries. Xo this charge they added another, 
was. that having fold his gardens, he had fold with them the 
ftatue oTf Auguftus, Rubrius^ another Roman knight, was 
charged with fwearing falfly by the divinity of Auguftus. Ti- 
berius^ well fatished with having reftored this law to its for- 
mer vigour, and by that means cheeked the freedom or" fpeech, 
and the licentioufnefs of libellers, would not allow any pu- 
nifliment to be inflicted on the pretended criminals ; but wrote 
to the confuls, that the fenate, in beftowing divine honours 
on his father, did not intend thereby to lay a fnare for the 
people j that his mother Livia had never excluded Cafftus 9 
nor others of his profeflton, from the fcenic fports, which flje 
confecrated to the memory of Auguftus \ that it did not affect 
religion to comprehend his ftatue,as well as the images of other 
gods, in the fade of houfes and gardens ; that as to the fwear- 
ing falfly by his name, it was a crime of the fame nature, as 
if Rubrius had profaned the name of Jupiter : but that ic be- 
longed to the gods to punifh affronts offered to the gods. By 
thefe anfwers, judicious in themfelves, and in appearance full 
of clemency and moderation, Tiberius hoped to decline the 
odium, which the revival of fuch a dangerous and enfnaring 
law carried along with it. But, notwithstanding all his art, 
it was not long ere he betrayed his real intention, and plainly 
fhewed, that he defigned to make more account of fuch in- 
formations than he would then have believed ; for foon after 
Gra>nus Alarcel/us^ prastor, or rather piopraetor, of Bithy- 
nia y being charged with high treafon of this nature by his own 
quacftor Carpi o Grifpinus, Tiber ius y in a manner forgetting 
himfclf, flew into a violent paffion, and in that fudden tranf- 
port was for condemning without further inquiry the pretend- 
ed criminal. Aiarcdlus was accufed of having fpolce with 

(lifrcfpcct: of the cm^cror 3 and the accufer> to render his ac- 
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cufation more credible, colle&ing whatever was moft deteflr- 
able in the prince's character, alledged it as the expreffions of 
the accufed. To this he added, that Marcdlus had placed 
his own ftatue higher than thofe of the Ccefars ; and that 
having taken the head from off the ftatue of Augu/lus^ he had 
placed che head of Tiberius in its room. This inraged him 
to fuch a degree, that, no longer able to difTemble his refent- 
ment, he cried out, That he would himfelf in this caufe give ^ 
his vote openly and upon his oath. Hereupon Cneius Pfo ry t 7anf- 
afkcd him, In what place ^ Caefar, will you chufe to give your p ort 0 fTi- 
opinion ? If firft^ I Jball haw your example to follow ; if la ft ^ berius. 
/ am afraid I may difagree with you. Thefe words touched 
Tiberius to the quick ; neverthelefs he bore them patiently, 
being afhamed of his transport, and fufFered Marcellus to be 
acquitted of high, treafon m (HH). It was riot out of any prin- 
ciple of religion, nor from any regard to Augujius^ that Ti- 
berius was for punifhing the fuppofed crimes againft his god- 
head, but becaufe he apprehended the fame affronts might be 
one day offered to himfelf. We fhal! fee in the courfe of 
this hiftory with what an extravagant and inviolable fancticy 
the ftatues and images of Augujlus and the other emperors 
were invefted, and what a fource for informations, punim- 
ments, confiscations, &c. was opened by the worfhip paid 
to them. 

The diilenfions of the theatre, which had begun the year DiJJenJions 
before, broke out now with great violence, and rent almoft of the the- 
the whole city into factions and parties, fome protecting one a ' re * 
player, and fome another ; nay, the oppofice parties often 
came to blows, and turned the play-houfe into a field of bat- 
tle. In one of thefe frays, feveral, not of the people only, 
were killed, but of the foldiers who attended in the play-houfe 

» Tacit, ibid. c. 73, 74. 

(HH) Suetonius tells us, that he was condemned. Hi8 words are : 
u About the fame time the prastor having afked him, Whether 
" he would have the judges to hear and determine matters of high 
treafon, he replied, The laws muft take their courfe 9 and he was 
as good as his word, for from that time they were executed 
" with the utmoft feverity. A certain perfon having taken the 
44 head from off the ftatue of Auguflus , with a defign to put upon 
14 it the head of another, the matter was brought before the fe- 
4t nate ; and becaufe tiie fact was not clear, recourfe was had to 
the raclc. The guilty perfon being condemned, this kind of 
calumny became by degrees fo dangerous, &c. y * The perfon 
arraigned, and, according to Suetonius, condemned, could be no 
other than Granius Marcellus. 
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and at the gate to prevent disturbances, and among them a 
centurion ; even the tribune of a praetorian cohort was wound- 
ed, while he was endeavouring to fecurethe magiftrat.es from 
infults, and to quell the licentious rabble. The fenate took 
this affair into confideration, and feveral expedients were pro- 
pofed for the preventing of fuch riots. The majority were 
for impowering the prsetors to whip the players, who, as was 
fuppqfed, were the chief authors of thefe tumults. But Ha- 
terius Agrippa^ tribune of $he people, oppofed this motion, 
alledging, that Auguftus^ upon a certain occafton had declar- 
ed, that players fhould hot be whipt ; and indeed that empe- 
ror, who took great delight in fuch diverfions, had, as Sueto- 
nius informs us n , and we have hinted above, reftrained the 
power of punifhing the players, which, by an antient law, 
l^aujs far tne " ma gift rates had till that time exercifed over them in all 
the curbing pl' ace 4 anc * a g es - Jlfinius Gallus with great Biarpnefs repri- 
§f the in- manded the tribune for hisoppofition ; which, however, pre> 
folence of vailed, out of refpef}: tq Auguftus^ whofe laws were to be in- 
f/ayerj. violably obferved. ' In order therefore to curb the ihfolence 

of the players, their wages were, by a decree of the fenate, 
curtailed ; arid it was moreover ena&ed, that no fenatof 
lhbuld vifit a player, that no Roman knight fliould attend 
them abroad, and that they fhoul'd aft no- where but in the 
theatre or public play-houfe. What gave occafion to this 
decree was, the great court which the nobility paid them; 
for not only the people, but knights and fenators, as Pliny in- 
forms us © 3 attended their levees, and waited upon them 
when they went abroad. Hence Seneca called the nobility of 
his' time the Jlaves of the pantomimes They a&ed not on- 
ly in the public theatre, but in private houfes, gardens, £sV. 
drawing after them yaft crowds, and by that means heaping 
up immenfe wealth. The above-mentioried decrees of the 
fenate were therefore well calculated to humble their pride, 
arid check that infolcnce which naturally arifes, efpecially in 
perfons qf a mean condition, from wealth and honours.' As 
to the fpedVators, the praetors were im powered to punifh with 
banifliment fuch qf them ,as fliould raife the leaft difturbance 
in the theatre Thus was an end put for a while to thefc 
riots and tumults. This year Tiberius difcharged the legacies 
which Auguftas had left to the people ; but fullied the glory, 
naturally accruing from (b plaufible and popular an action, by 
another equally bafe and cruel ; for as he fcemed not to be in 
haftc to fatisfy the people, a merry jeftcr feeing a dead body 

m 

« n Suet, in Aug. c. 45. • Plim. 1. xxix. * Se nec. epift. 
,17. 1 Tacit, ibid. c. 77. 
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carried by to the grave* accofting the bier, and pretending 
to whifper in the ear of the deceafed, faid aloud, Remember 
to let Augufrus know? that the legacies which he' left to the peo- 
ple, are not yet paid. This pleafantry being related to Ts'6e- Tiberius 
rius 9 he commanded the jefter to be brought to hini ; ana, punijhes a 
having paid him his full due, cau fed him to be put to death im- joke with 
mediately, telling him, That he fcould go himfelf to Augujlus^ death. 
iincehe could give hini freflier accounts than the deceafed* 
However, a few days after, he paid the legacy r . This farne 
year, the people intreating him to eafe theni of the tax of one 
per cent* eftablifhed at the end of ihe civil wars upon all ven- 
dible commodities^ he declared by an edi£fcj' that the fund 
for maintaining the army (I) depended intirely upon this 
tax ; arid that even thus the republic would not be able to de- 
fray the vaft charges attending the final difmiifion of veterans 
before the twentieth year of their fervice. By this decree, Rmo&es 
the conceuians made to the foldiery, during the late fedition, the concef- 
were implicitly revoked, and they obliged to ferve twenty fans grant- 
years as before, inftead of fixteen <* . Thus Tiberius, even ea * *°. *be 
while he was ftudying to win ihe hearts of the people and fiM**V» 
foldiery, gave theni juft motives to complain of his prefent, 
and to dread his future, behaviour. Let us now leave Tiberius 
for a while, and return to Germdnicus. 

That brave prince fpent the winter, when Sifenna Statt- Germanf- 
lius and Lucius Scribonius Libo were confuls, in vaft prepara- cus under- 
tions for another expedition into Germany, having his heart and ***** **** 
mind wholly bent on the entire reduction of that vaft conti- *\ er ex P e " 

ncnt. He weighed with himfelf the methods he had hitherto d *! im . int * 

65 Germany - 

r Suet, in Tiber, c. 57. f Tacit, ibid. c. 78. 

(I) This fund is called, by Suetonius, terarium militare 9 the mili- 
tary treafury ; "That the foldiers , fays that writer, f peaking of 
fl Auguflus, when di {"charged, might not be tempted to raife dis- 
turbances by their age and poverty, he affigned to each of them 
an allowance according to the time and quality of their fervice ; 
and that the provifion allotted them might be eafy and perpe^ 
tua!, he eftablifhed a military treafury, and imp o fed new tri- 
butes for their maintenance (41)'*. The fuperinceridency of 
this fund was committed to three perfons, a9 Dio informs us f 42 ), 
who had been praetors, chofen by lot, and continued in the office 
three years. They were fly led prefect, or fiiperhttendantt, of the 
military treafury , as we gather from the following inscription on an 
antient marble found in Samnium : L. Neratio C. F. Vol. Proculo, 
Pr«. jErarL Militarise 

(41) Suet, m Jug. c. 49. (42^ Dion I, lv. p. 565. 
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purfued in that war, the misfortunes and fuccefles which had 
attended him fince he firft undertook it , and finding that 
the Germans were chiefly indebted for their fafety to their woods 
and marines, to their fhort fumrners and early winters, and 
that his own men fuffered more from their long and tedious 
marches than from the enemy* he refolved to enter the coun- 
try by fea, hoping by that means to begin the campaign ear- 
lier and furprife the enemy. Having therefore built, with 
great difpatch during the winter, a thdufand veffels of diffe- 
rent forts (K), early in the fpring Germanicus ordered them 
to fall down the Rhine appointing the Ifland of the Batavi- 
ans (L) for the place of the general rendezvous^ as the molt 
convenient for receiving the forces, and conveying them from 
thence to thofe parts of Germany which he deflgned to in- 
vade. While the fleet failed Germanicus detached Szlius y one 
of his lieutenants, with orders to make a fudden irruption 
into the country of the Catti\ and in the mean time he 
himfelf, upon intelligence that a Reman fort upon the Luppia 

9 * 

(K} Some of thefe veffels, fays Tacitm, were ftiort, (harp at 
both ends, and wide in the middle. Veffels of this kind are dill 
in ufe among the Dutch. Some had flat bottoms, that they might 
run a-grbund without danger. Several had rudders at each end, 
that the rowers might, only by turning their oars, work them 
either way. This kind of veffels, now no longer in ufe, Tacitus 
defcribes in his book of the manners 9/ the Germans, and likewife 
in his hiftory, where he ftyles them earner* (42). 

(L) Tacitus defcribes the ifland of the Bata*uians t thus : The 
Rhine, fays he, flowing in one chanel, or only broken by final! 
iflands, is divided at its entering Batavia, as it were into two> 
rivers. One continues its courfc through Germany, retaining the 
fame name and violent current, till it falls into the ocean. The 
other, wafliing the coaft of Gaul, with a broader and more gentle 
ftream, is called by the inhabitants Vahalei ; which name it foon 
changes for that of the Mo fa, by the immenfe mouth of which 
river ir difcharges itfelf into the fame ocean j fcr that, according 
to Tacitus, the ifland of the Batawians was bounded by the ocean, 
the Rhine, and the Vahales, now the Watl. Cecfar extends it to 
the Mo/a or Meufe (43) ; but Pliny agree* with Tacittts( 44/. Howe- 
ver, the ifland of the Bat avians was of greater extent in Tacitus** 
time than in Ca fan's, Dru/us, the father of Germanicus, having 
by a new Canal, conveyed the waters of the Rhine into the ocean 
n confiderable way north of the former mouth of that river. By 
this means the antient chanel being dried and filled up, the ifland 
of the Eat avians extended to the new canal (4$). 

(42 Tacit lift /. iii. (43} C*f comment. L iv. e. ibt 

(44) Piin.L iv. r. ij. (45) Fide Cellar, gtograph. antiq* I. ii- 
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was befieged by the enemy, haftened with fix legions to ks 
relief. Silius was prevented by fudden rains from doing more 
than taking fome fmall booty, with the wife and daughter of 
Jrpus prince of the Catti j neither did thofe who had inveft- 
cd the fort fray till Germantcus arrived, but upon the news of 
his approach, breaking up the fiege, fled and difperfed. How- 
ever, in their retreat, they threw down the monument late- 
ly raifed in honour of Varus and his legions, and alfo an altar 
formerly erected to Drufus (M). The altar Gtrmanicus re- 
jftoVed, and performed with the legions the funeral 'ceremony 
of running roUnd it to the honour df his father, according 
to the anticnt cuftom (O) ; but not thinking fit to fet up 
the monument again, he fortified with new works the 
whole fpace between the fort, which the enemy had befieged, 
the jflijby now the Yffel^ and the Rhine (P). In the mean He / 
time, the fleet arriving at the ifland of the Batavians, the harq 
provifions and warlike engines were put onboard and fent for- army 
ward 5 fhips were afligned to the legions and allies, and the 
whole army being imbarqued, the fleet entered the canal 
formerly cut by Drufus , and from his name called Fojfa 
Druftana^ or the canal of Drufus ( QJ. Here the pious ge- 
neral 

(M) Dio and Suetonius tell us, that a monument was creeled In 
honour of Drufus upon the banks of the Rhine. Some writers 
place the altar mentioned here clofe to this monument, and both 
at Mentis ; but it is manifelt from this paiTige in Tacitus, that the 
altar flood not on the Rhine, but between that river and the 
Lyppe. 

(O) The ceremony* of celebrating the funerals of great Men 
with races, was practhfed in Homer's time, and is defcribed by 
moil of the antient poets, among the reft very minutely by Statius 
(46 «. Liuy tells us; that this ceremony obtained even amonglt the 

Carthaginians (47). 

(P) Some commentators take Alifo to be the name of the fort, 
and read Tacitus thus, cunela inter eafiellum A/ifonem, & Rhenum* 
iff V. but Vertranius, Freinfbetnuts, and Lipfius i cunSa inter cafi el lum 9 

Ali/onem, & Rbenum, more agreeable perhaps to what we read in 
Dion Caffius, who tells us, that Drufus' built a fort at the conflux 
of the Luppia and the Alifo (48). The latter river, now known 
by the name of Altne, runs at a fmall diilance from the city of 

Padcrhorn. 

( The Fojfa Drufiana was a canal cut by Drufus to convey 
the waters of the Rhine into the Sata, now the Sale, and from 
thence through the lake Flevus inro the ocean. It extended eight 
miles, from the prefent village of Ifeloott, to the town of Doejburg, 

(46) Sue. J vi. (47) Uu, /. xxxv, f4.8) Dio /. liv. 

and 



454 



The Roman Hijlory. 



Book: III 



neral did not forget to invoke the manes of his father, be- 
leeching him to encourage with his example, and infpire with 
wholefome counfels, his (on, who was following his footfteps. 
Arrives at Hence he failed profperoufly through lakes (R) and the ocean 
ihehmi&Li tb the Amifia or £ms 9 and having landed his troops at the 

mouth of that river (S), marched ftrait to the Vifurgis or 

PTefer. 

and was very convenient for the conveying of the Roman troops 
by water, to the countries of the Frijii and the Cbauci. It was 
this convenience that put Drufets upon fuch an undertaking. By 
means of this new canal the Rhine came to have three branches, 
and to difcharge itfelf into the ocean by three, feparate and diftant 
mouths, of which the northern was called Oftium Flevum, the 
weftern Oftium Helium'* and the middle Q ft Item Medium or Oftium 
Rhenu Grfari in defcribing the courfe of the Rhine, fays, that 
it difcharges itfelf into the Ocean by many mouths ; but he was 
therein miftaken, depending probably on the accounts of others, or 
taking the canals, which were cut for the draining of the neigh- 
bouring lands, for mouths of the Rhine. It was well known to 
the geographers of his time, that the Rhine emptied itfelf into 
the ocean by. two mouths only ; for Straho, who maintains this 
opinion, confirms it with the authority of Jfenius Poll'm, who was 
contemporary with Car/ar ,(47). ttence Firgil gives the Rhine the 
epithet of bicornis. or two-homed. By means of the canal. cu£ by 
Drufus between the north branch of the Rhine and the Said, thefe 
two rivers ran in one chanel, to the lake Flevus, and from thence 
emptied themfelves into the ocean. This mouth was called Oftium 
F/evum. Tacitus and Mela, who wrote after Drufus' $ time, men* 
tion only two mouths, viz. the Flpvum and Helium, the middle one 
being very inconfiderable, and almoft quite choaked up, after the 
llream was oy the Foffa Drufiana convey ed into the Sola. 

(R) From this. and feveral other paiTages in Tacitus, it is manifehV 
that, in former times, there were , feveral . lakes in' this country, 
though at pretent there is but one, called in the language of the 
country, the South Sea. 

(S) In this place Tacitus charges Germanicus with two oversights. 
The firft is, that he landed his troops too near the mouth of. the 
river, by which means they fufTered much upon the return of the 
tide, which reached and overflowed the plain where they landed. 
The other is, that he landed them on the wrong fide of the river, 
10 that many days were fpent in making bridges. That Germans' 
cus not yet well acquainted with the flux and reflux of the ocean, 
was guilty of the .firft miftake, is not unlikely; but that he 
fhould land his men on the fide of the* river mod remote from 
the enemy, and then confume many days, in making bridges to 
convey them over, is a blunder fo palpable and notorious, that 

(47) Straho. I. iv. p. 13 j. 
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IVefer. While he was incamping on the banks of that river, 
newt was brought him, that the Angrivarii (T) had revolted 
behind him. Hereupon he immediately difpatched a body of 
horfe and light-armed foot againft them, under the command 
of Stertinius, who with fire and fword fpread defoliation 
throughout their country. In the mean time, the famous finds At- 
Arminius, being informed of Germanicus's defign, appeared minius a* 
on the oppofi'te bank of the Vifurgis ( U} at the head of his e ^ ff Vifur- 
Cherufci, determined to difpute with the Remans the paiTage S ls - 
of the river. However, before hoftilities began on either 
fide, he afked, whether Germanicus was cprne ; and being 
anfwered that he was, he begged leave to^ fpeak with his 
brother, who under the name of Flavius, had long ferved 
in the Roman army, and had (oft an eye in fighting under 
Tiberius. His requeft being granted, Flavius advanced ; J n inter- 
and Arminius having fir ft faluted him and ordered his own wietv be- 
attendants to withdraw, defired^ that the Roman archers, who tnueen Ar- 
werc drawn up clofe to the bank of theWiver, m^ght like- miniusamf 
wife retire. When they were removed, flow came you, bro- bis brother, 
ther, by this deformity in your countenance ? faid Arminius* 
Flavius having told him in what place and battle he had loft 
his eye j /fyid what reward, aiked Arminius in the next place, 
have you received for fo dangerous a warfare ? Increafe of pay, 
anfwered Flavius^ a crown, a chain, and other military gifts ; 
which Arminius treating with derifion and ftylingthe vile wages 
of flavery, a warm conteft arofe between the two brothers, the 
one extolling the great nefs of the Romans, the power of the 
emperor, the unhappy condition of the conquered, the Roman 
clemency tp fuch as fubmitted, the kind treatment of the wife 

we could hardly charge with it the mo ft unthinking man of his 
army, much lefs a perfon of his penetration and forecaft. We 
mail therefore conclude, without entering into the long and tedious 
difputes of the critics, that this parage is not genuine, but has 
been fome way or other maimed and corrupted. 

(T) The Angriniarii had often changed their habitation, as Ta» 
citus informs us (48) 5 hut at this time dwelt, as is manifefl from the 
paiTage before us, between the Amifia and Vifurgis. Some modern 
geographers think, they poflefled part of the prefent province of 
Oweryjfel* of the county of Benthcm, and of the diocefe of Pader- 
bom. 

(U) The Vifurgis \ as Lifjtus obferves in this place, is chiefly in- 
debted to Tacitus for its fame, and Tacitus for his to the Vifur- 
%is \ for in a monaftery on this river, were found the five firft books 
of his annals, after they had been long looked upon as loft. 



(48) Tacit.de tnor. Gertntn* r. 33. 



and 
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and Ton of Arminius? not ufed like captives, £srV. Arminim % on 
the other hand, alledged the rights of their common cpuntry, 
their ancient liberty, the gods ol their anccftors, befctfehing 
frim by their common mother not to prefer the name of a 
traitor, of a betrayer of his friends, relations, anJ country, to 
that of their general and commander. By degrees they came 
to reproaches, and, though parted by the river, would have 
come to blows, had not Stertinius laid hold of Fluvius , and, 
calling for his horfe and armour, reftrained him. On the 
oppofite bank, Ar minim , fwelled with rage, was heard to ut- 
ter dreadful threats, and menace the Romans as he departed 
with a.n approaching battle ; for with his native language he 
mingled many Latin words, which he had learnt w^ile he 
feivcd as general of his countrymen in the Roman armies c . ; 

The next da)', the German army appeared on the oppo- 
fite bank of the Vifurgis in order of battle. But Germanicus % 
not thinking it advifeable to attack them, ordered the horfe to 
ford over under the^onduc^ of Stertinius and /Emi/ius, who, 
to divide the enemy^T forces, eroded the river in diltant places. 
The Bata- ^ t t ^ le ^ ame t ' me Cariova!da 9 leader of the Batavians^ paf- 
vians ' x % where it was mod: rapid $ but being drawn into an am- 

drawn in- bufcB.de by the enemy and fur rounded on all fides, he fell un- 
io an am der a fhower of darts, while he was with incredible bravery at- 
bu rafi* by tempting to break through the enemy's numerous battalions. 
the Ger- Many of the Batavian nobility fell round him ; the reft were fa- 
mous, ved either by tjieir own bravery, or by the cavalry of Sterti- 
nius and JEmilius^ who, upon the firft notice of their danger, 
. flew to the relief of their diftrefled allies. Germanicus 
Germam- nav j n g during this fkirrnifh, pafled the Pifurg-is without mo- 

cus bafTes 1 ii_ • ■ r i t i r i a • • i 

the Vi leitation, was informed by a deferter, that Arrnintus^ being 
fu is joined by fcveral German nations, had refolved to attack his 
s " camp by night. Hereupon the Roman general fent out fcouts 

to reconnoitre, who, upon their return, reported, that they 
had heard a great noife of men and horfes, and difcerned the 
H<rw he enemy's fires in a neighbouring wood. Then Germanicus , no • 
Jifcovered longer doubting, but they defigned to venture a decifive bat- 
t he fern t- i\ Cy in order to be informed in this critical conjuncture of the 
m i ne J r Y rea l inclinations of his foldiers, and not to depend on the re- 
Uisjoidiery. p Qrts Q f t | lc tribuaes and centurions, who were often apt to 

conceal the rruth and relate only what was plcafing, in the be- 
ginning of *hc night went out of the praetorium in difguife, 
only with one attendant ; and Hftcning from tent to tent 
to the difcourfes of the foldicry, while over their meals they 
frankly difclofcd their hopes and fears, he had the fatisfa&ion 

1 Tacit, ibid. c. 5 — 10. 

to 
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to hear his own praifes in every one's mouth, and the foldicrs 
encouraging each other to exert themfelves in the approach- 
ing battle, out of gratitude to Co deferving a general. While 
Germanicus was thus agreeably employed, one of the 
Germans? who fpoke Latin? riding up to the Roman intrench- 
ments, offered, in the name of Arminius? to every deferter a 
wife, land, and a hundred fefterces a day, as long as the war 
lafted. This offer the legions looked upon as an affront; 
and, full of rage and refentment, Let day come? faid they, 
we will fei%,6 their lands? we will take? not receive, German 
wives. About the third watch the enemy approached ; but 
finding the Romans ready to receive them, they retired with- 
out difcharging a fingle dart. Early next morning, German:- 
cus? having affembled his troops, acquainted them with his Germani- 
defign, which was to put an end to fo fatiguing a war with a cus encott -. 
decifive battle; made them fenfible of their advantage over r *&* his 
the enemy both as to their arms and manner of fighting ; re- 
prefented the Germans as men ofafiightful afpe£l:,and violent 
in the beginning of a battle ; but disheartened with wounds, 
unaffected with their own difgrace, unconcerned for their 
general, cowards in diftrefs, in profperity defpifcrs of all 
divine and human laws. In the end of his fpeech he exhorted 
his men to put an end tofo great fatigues by fea, to their tedi- 
dious marches by land, by making him conquer in thofe very 
countries, where his father and uncle had conquered. His 
harangue infpired the whole army with great ardour, which 
was cxprefFed with a general (hout and loud acclamations. 
Neither did Arminius and the other German chiefs neglect to 
animate their refpective corps, and encourage them, either to 
maintain by their bravery the liberty they had received from 
their anceltors, or to prevent flavery by a glorious death. 
Having thus animated their men, they led them calling for 
battle into a plain called Indijlavifus ( W J y which was bound- 
ed on one fide by the P'ifurgis? and on the other by a ridge of 
hills. Behind this plain was a foreft of tall trees, thick of 
branches above, but clear of bufhes below. The Germans 
were all drawn up on the plain and at the entrance of the fo~ 
reft, except the Cherufci, who were ported on the hills, 
and ordered to fall upon the Romans from thence in the heat 

(W) Lif>Jtns t who furveyed with great cire, aid no efs pleafurs, 
the places here defcribed by Tacitus, takes the plain called by him 
Indijlavifus to be that plain, which begins at a village called Pege* 
fa** 1 * about two German miles from the city of Brc rns, and extends 
a great way towards the fea, between a rid*e of lulls and the 

Wefcr. 
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of the fight. G crmanicui had fcarce entered the plain with 
his troops in battle array, when he obfbrved the Cherufci y 
impatient of delays, pouring down the hills. Hereupon he 
l-j, rn ^aires commanded a chofen body of horfe to charge tliem in flank, 
the enemy, ami at the fame time detached Stertinius with the reft of 

the cavalry, ordering him to wheel about and fall upon their 
rear (X). In the mean while, the Roman infantry advancing 
attacked the enemy in front with fuch vigour, that the Ger- 
mans, notable to ftand the fhock, immediately gave ground. 
Thofe who were pofted at the entrance of the forcft fled to 
the plain, and thofe in the plain to the foreft. The Cherufci 
alone maintained the fight, being encouraged by the example 
of the valiant Arminins % who, though wounded, would 
have broke through the Roman archers, had not the auxiliary 
cohorts of the Rb&tians, Vindelicians^ and Gauls, haftened to 
their relief. However, by his own valour and the fwiftnefs of 
his horfe, he e leaped the prefent danger, having firft dyed his 
face with his own blood, to avoid being known. Some 
writers have related, that the Chauci, who ferved in the 
Roman army, having known him, fufFered him to retire un- 
molefted. The fame bravery or connivance procured 
Inguiomerus's efcape ; the reft were either cut in pieces, or 
drowned in attempting to fwim crofs the Vtfurgis. The 
TbeGer- (laughter lafted from morning till night, and the country was 
mans///- covered ten miles round with arms and dead bodies. Among 
nuitb r a* *P°^ S chains were found, which they had brought, not 
^/lauirhur* doubting °f fuccefi, to bind the Roman captives, The Ro- 
mans were no fooner returned from the purfuit, than Germa- 
tiicus, afcribing the whole glory of fo remarkable a victory 
to Tiberius, under whofe aufpices he had fought, caufed him 
to be proclaimed emperor on the field of battle, and, railing a 
mount, placed upon it as trophies the arms of the enemy, 
and inferibed underneath the names of the conquered nations u . 

The Germans, though vanquifhed, and already determin- 
ed to abandon their country and fcclc for fheltcr beyond the 
jf/tis or Elbe, were fo enraged at the raifing of this mount, 
which they looked upon as an affront not to be born, that, for- 
getting their wounds and misfortunes, they ran to arms again, 

* Idem ibid. c. 1 1 — 13. 

(X) Tacitus tells us, that as the troops were marching towards 
the enemy, eight eagles were fecn to lly towards the wood and en- 
ter it ; which Germanic m looking upon as a p refuge of victory, M- 
wance % he cried, /ollo-zv the Roman birds ; folh w the tutelar gods of 
tbe legions* 

people, 
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people, nobility, young and old, all in a confufed body, 
rufhed fuddenly upon the R^nar.Sy like men in defpair, 
and put them, as they were on their march and under no ap- 
prehenfion of an enemy, into foine diforder. Being repulied, 
they incamped in a plain fhut in between a river and a foreft ; 
the foreft was furrounded by a deep marfh, except on 
one fide, which was inclofed by a broad rampart raifed for- 
merly by the Angrivarii, as a barrier between them and their 
neighbours the Cberufci. In this plain the enemy polled 
their infantry, concealing their cavalry among the neigh- 
bouring groves, that they might fall upon the rear of the Ro- 
man army, as foon as they had entered the foreft. Gcrmani- ^ r xafU J 
CMS) being infotmed of their dcllgn and every ftep they took, ^ a ^ c 
ordered Seius Tubero, one of his lieutenants, to enter the 
plain at the bead of the cavalry ; his infantry he divided 
into two bodies, commanding the one to attack the enemy in 
the wood, and leading the other him felf to force the rampart. 
The foot, that fought on even ground, broke eafily in 5 but 
the attack of the rampart coft Germanicus dear, the Germans 
defending it with great boldnefs and intrepidity. However, 
having at length, by fhowers of darts, poured upon the ene- 
my from his engines, beat them off and taken the rampart, 
he entered the wood at the head of the prastorian cohorts, 
and there made a moft dreadful havock of the enemy, who 
fought indeed with as much courage as the Romans but 
could not, for want of room, manage their long fppars- 
However, they made a molt vigorous reiiftancc, and difputed 

the ground inch by inch. Arminius di<j not on this occafion 
exert his ufual activity, being difibled and weakened 
by a wound he received $ but Inguiomerus, with gre it intrepid 
dity flew about the ranfcs, iuiimating his countrymen more by 
his example than by words. Germanicus^ that he might be 
known, pulled off his helmet, and animnted his men to purfue 
the flaughter ; No quat ter^ he cried ; we want no captives , ^ 
nothing but an utter deft ruction of thefe perfidious nations zui/I j fm 
put an end to the ivar. However, as the day was already far ^. 
fpent, he detached a legion to form a camp for his weary troops } fiexVm 
but the reft continued the (laughter till night, when they re- 
tired glutted with the blood of the enemy. This fcconJ vic- 
tory was entirely owing to the foot, for the horfe fought with 
doul tfuj fuccefs/ Germanicus^ having from his tr ihunal com- 
mended his victorious troops, of the arms talccn from the ene- 
my formed a monument with this infeription : To Mars, 

To Jupiter, and to Augustus, tub army oF Ti- 
berius CiESAR, HAVING ENTIRELY V A K QJJ I S H R D 

THE NATIONS BETWEEN THE RHIN£ AND T II R A L n 1 $ , 

M m m |j consecrate ft 
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consecrates this monument. He made no mention 
of himfelf, either to avoid giving umbrage to Tiberius , or 
becaufe he thought the recording of the fact: a fufRcient tefti- 
mony of his valour and conduct. After this he detached 
Etertinius againft the Angrivarii y who by a ready fubmiffion 
prevented the calamities that threatened them. Germanicus^ 
no lefs companionate than brave, pardoned them without re- 
ferve, and lufFered them to live quietly, according to their 
own laws, under the protection of Rome w. 

As the fummer was already far fpent, Germanicut with the 
reduction of the Angrivarii put an end to the campaign, 
fending fome of the legions back into winter-quarters by land, 
and imbarquing himfelf with the others on the Amifia in 
order to return by fea. The ocean proved at firft very calm 
and the wind favourable; but all on a fudden a ftorm arifing, 
the fleet, confifting of a thoufand veffels was difperfed ; fome of 
them were fwallowed by the waves, others dafhed in pieces 
againft the rocks, or driven upon remote and inhofpitable 
iflands, where the men either perifhed with famine, or lived 
upon the flefh of the dead horfes, with which the fhores ap- 
peared foon ftrewed; for in order to lighten their veffels and 
difengage them from the (hoals, they had been obliged to 
throw over board their horfee and beafts of burden, nay, 
even their arms and baggage. The galley of Germanicus a- 
lone landed on the coaft of the Chauci^ where the good-natured 
general, deeply affe&ed with the misfortunes of his feilow- 
foldiers, wandered day and night about the rocks and pro- 
montories, keeping his eyes fled fail on the fea, in hopes of 
defcrying fome of the difperfed veffels. As none of them ap- 
peared, he was heard accufing himfelf as the author of this 
dreadful havock j nay, diftradtcd with grief, he would have 
thrown himfelf headlong into the deep, had not his friends 
with much ado reftrained him. At length to his infinite fa- 
tisfadlion he difcovered part of the fleet returning, though in 
a very bad condition, fome of the veffels being without oars, 
others without fails, ufing in their flead the foldters cloaks ; 
many ware quite difabled, and towed by fuch as had fuffered 
lefs. The latter he caufed to be immediately repaired, and 
difpatched them to the neighbouring iflands in queft of his 
difperfed legionaries. By this means the greater part of them 
were at length brought hack. The Angrivarii ', who had 
lately lubmittcd, to give Germanicus on this occafion an un- 
doubted proof of their fidelity, redeemed many, who had been 
made captives by their neighbours, and rumored them. Some 



w idem ibid. c. 21,22. 
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who had been driven into our ifland, were generoufly fent 
back by the petty kings, who at that time reigned here x (Y). 

Upon the news of this wreck, the Catti, taking new cou- 
rage, ran to arms ; but Cat us Siiius y detached againft them 
with thirty thoufand foot and three thoufand horfe, kept them 
in awe. As for Germanicus himfelf, at the head of a more Invades 
numerous body, he made a fudden irruption into the country the country 
of the Marji (Z), where he was informed by one Mtilovendus^ °f*he Mar* 
who had once commanded their troops, but had lately taken ane * re ~ 



party with the Romans , that the eagle of one of Farus's lcgi- °fy^°^** s 
ons was concealed under ground in a neighbouring grove, •* , 
and guarded only by a fmall body of troops. This intelli- * 
gence filled Germanicus with joy : he immediately difpatched 
two parties, the one to face the enemy and draw them from 
their poft, the other to fall upon their rear and dig up the 
eagle. Succefs attended both, and the Roman general, having 
ravaged and laid wafle the enemy's country, brought back 
the eagle in triumph ; he then returned to the frontiers of 
Gaul \ and there put his troops into winter-quarters, having 
by this glorious and fuccefsful expedition, retrieved, in fome 
degree, the glory of the Roman name, and balanced bis late 
misfortune at fea y . He hoped in one campaign more to com- 
plete the reduction of Germany, and, in order to keep up the 
fpirit of the foldiery, and encourage them to purfue with ala- 
crity that great work, he made good at his own expence all 
the loffes they had fuftained in the lateftorm, caufing as much 
to be paid to each legionary as each declared he had loft". 

But, in the mean time, Tiberius, jealous of the great Heisreeal-' 
fame and reputation which his nephew acquired, by his re- led by Ti- 
peated victories over the Germans, and his popularity, refolved berius, 
to feparate him from his old and faithful legions. In order 

* Idem, c. 23, 24. y Idem, c. 25. 

(Y) Tacitus tells us, that thofe who came from diftant countries 
related wonders at their return, and entertained their comrades 
with ftrange accounts of violent whirlwinds, of birds never before 
heard of, of fca-monfters, which from their ambiguous forms ap- 
peared to be a new fpecies between men and hearts. Travellers we 
find have ever been apt to magnify what the/ have fecn, and relate 
what they have never feen. 

(Z) Before the canal, of which we havefpoken above, was cut by 
Dru/tit, the Ma>ji inhabited part of the territories of Vclawc and 
TLutphen, where the prefent cities of Arnbeim % Gro/fe, and Bredcfort 
ftand : but afterwards they fettled between the Rbinenxid Ifaia, and 
in procefs of time changed the name of Marji for that of Marjaci 
or Marfatti. 

CO 



4$2 The Roman Tlijlory. Book III. 

to this, he prefled him by frequent letters to return to Rome, 
and there enjoy the triumph decreed him : he urged, that he 
had already undergone dangers enow; that though fuccefs had 
attended him, yet he had fuftained great lofies, which indeed 
were owing to no fault of his, but to the winds and waves ; 
that he himfelf, having been lent nine times into Germany by 
jfugujlus, had more by policy than force of arms brought the 
Sicambri into fubjedrion, and drawn the Suevi and Maroboduus 
king of the Marcomanni to conclude a peace with Rome : he 
added, that the Cherufci and other barbarous nations, 
now the Romans had been fully revenged on them, might be 
left to purfue their domeftic feuds and deffcroy one another. 
Germanicus, in arrfwer to the emperor's letters, earneftly in- 
treated birn to indulge him but one year more to complete 
his conqueft, fince the enemy were already concerting mea- 
fures for obtaining peace. Tiberius was inflexible ; in order 
therefore to intice him home, he offered him a fecond con- 
fulfhip, adding in his letter, that if the war was fHH to be 
purfued, he ought to have fome regard for his brother Drufus, 
and not ingrofs all the glory to himfelf; that Rome had at 
prefent no other enemies to wage war with but the Germans, 
and Drufus no other field of glory but Germany* Though 
Germanicus was well apprifed, that thefe were but fpecious 
pretences, fuggefted by envy, to rob him of the glory he was 
likely to acquire by another campaign ; however, finding it 
was in vain to perlift any longer, he complied at length, and, 



^Rome leaving Germany, fet out for Rome with his wife and children. 
+° r ' But, before we fpeak of the reception he met with from Tibe- 

rius and the Roman people, we fhall giye a fuccinct account 
of what pafled in the metropolis, while l>e was fignalizing him^ 
felf in Qermflny. 

Libo Dm- Tiberius had the foregoing year revived, as we have related 
fus accufed a ^° ve 9 tnc I aw Pf majefty, and upon thjs law was now arraign- 
of high cc * Libo Drufus, tried, and condemned, and bis ettate divided 
treafon. among his accufjrs, which was encouraging that baneful fet of 

men, and founding the trumpet, to ufe the expreflion of 
jfmmianus Marcellinus, to informations and arraignments, 
Lucius Scribomus Libo Drufus was defcended of the Scriboni- 
*u family, one of the mofr. illuftrious in Rome, was the great 
grandfon of Pompty the Great, nephew of Scribonia once the 
wife of Jlugujlus, nearly related to the Cafars y and no ways 
inferior in nobility to the icigning houfe. His high quality ren- 
dered him obnoxious to Tiberius, which a fenator, by 
Fivmius Catus, being well apprifed of, refolvcd to gain the 
emperor's favour, by giving h»m a plaufible pretence to deliver 
himlclffiom his fears. With this view, having in.muatel 

himfelf 
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himfelfinto the favour of the unwary youth, by flattering his 
hopes and ambition, and conftantly magnifying the nobility of 
his family, he prevailed upon him to confult the Chaldeans and 
magicians, whether he fhouM not be one day veiled with the 
f o v e reign power, to which he had as good a claim, faid the 
treacherous Firmius, as the family of Tiberius who enjoyed it. 
This was fufficient matter for a charge of high treafon j and 
accordingly Firmius immediately acquainted the emperor by ^y'^ f * a *f 
means of Flaccus Vefcularius, a Roman knight, who had free S ra \ e ' ^ 
accefs to him, with the pretended crimes of the unhappy c atus 
youth, whom he had bafely infnared with fpecious deluiions. 
Tiberius, though overjoyed at this information, refufed the 
accufer a private audience, fending him word, that the 
communication might be ftill carried on by the fame 
Flaccus, and accordingly Firmius by his means informed 
the emperor of all Libo's fteps and woids j for the unwary 
youth, deluded by the prc'jjdlions of the Chaldeans and aftro- 
logers, began now to entertain thoughts of foaring above the 
rank of a private citizen. In the mean time, Tiberius with 
the deepeft diflimulation preferred Libo to the prastorfhip, en- 
tertained him at his table, and familiarly converfed with him, 
without ever betraying the leafl refentmenc, either in his 
words or countenance. At length Libo, having recourfe to 
one Junius, who pretended by charms, and the fuperftitious 
rites of the magicians, to call up the infernal mades, and 
iearn of them future events, the magician difcovered this to 
one Fulcinius Trio, a famous informer, who immediately" 
haftcning to the confuls, imparted the whole to them, and 
demanded that the fenatc might meet forthwith to deliberate 
upon an affair of fo much m >ment, and of fuch dangerous 
confequence to the ftate. The fathers, not doubting but 27- 
berius was at the bottom of this profecution, did not fail to 
a/Iemble at the time appoinred, when Libo appeared in the 
habit of a fuppliant, and, presenting himfelf before Tiberius, 
who was prefent, endeavoured by his tears and in treaties to 
foften him. The emperor heard him with a countenance 
quite unmoved, and, in Read of returning him any anfwer, 
recited to the confeript fathers the charge againft him, and 
the names of the accufcrs, without betraying the lea ft emo- 
tion of anger or refentment, or feeming either to lefien oc 
magnify the crimes laid t6 his charge. When the emperor 
had done, four accufcrs appeared againft the criminal, viz. /}/,/ <v //i» 
Firmius Cuius, Fulcinius Trio, Fonteius Agrippa, and Cairn t } J0 / enat£% 
Vibius, and produced fuch extravagant, foolifti, and chimeri- 
cal articles, as rather deferved pity than punilhment. One 

of thefe, from which wc may judge of the othere, was, that 

he. 
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Articles he had afked the fortune-tellers, whether he fhould not one 
product J a- day be poiTefied of riches fuificient to cover with money the 
gainft kirn. g re at jpp 'tan road from Rome to Brundujium ? Vibius pro- 
duced a paper containing the names of the Ca?fars, that is, 
of Tiberius 1 Drufus, and Germa?iicus > and thofe of fome fe- 
uators, with myflerious characters and magical notes joined 
to them. Thefe the accufer pretended were written with Li- 
bo J s own hand, which he denying, it was moved, that his 
{laves mould be examined upon the rack, but becaufe, by an 
old Roman law, flaves could not be put to the torture in a 
trial touching the life of their matters, the crafty Tiberius 
found a trick to evade that law, without feeming to violate 
it : he ordered the flaves to be fold to the public, that they 
might then be evidence againft their late mailer : this poor 
evafion was firft contrived and pra<5tifed by Augujius^ as we 
have fhewn above. The unhappy Libo, concluding from 
this ftcp, that Tiberius was refolved upon his deftru&ion, 
begged the confeript fathers, that they would put off till the 
next day the final decifion of his caufe. His requefl being 
granted, he returned to his own houfe : whence foon after he 
fent Pubiius ghtirimus to fpeak to the emperor in his behalf. 
Sjhurinius was nearly related to Libo, and in great favour 
•wrthTiberius, having been formerly, as we have related above, 
anftrumental in reconciling Cains Ccsfar to him while he liv- 
ed in the ifland ox Rhodes, and by that means the chief caufe 
of his returning into favour with Auguftus* But, unmindful 
of antient obligations, he received §)uirinius with great cold- 
nefs, and returned no other anfwer, but that he muff apply 
to the fenate. This anfwer threw Libo into a deep melan- 
choly, which, however, he diflembled, and ordered a great 
entertainment to be got ready, in order to pafs the laft night 
of bis life in the company of his friends and relations. But 
the banquet was fcarce begun, when a band of foldiers, fur- 
rounding the houfe, with a ftudied noife and dreadful cries, 
fo terrified the guefts, that many of them, rifing from table, 
endeavoured to make their efcape. Libo, not doubting but 
they were fent to difpatch him, drawing his fword, offered it 
to his flaves, begging them to put an end with it to his un- 
happy life : but they, trembling and fliunning the fad tafk, 
fled with fuch fury and confuiion, that they overturned all 
He lays the lights, and then Libo in the dark gave himfelf two mor- 
•violcnt ta j wounds. As he fell and groaned, his freed men ran in; 
hands on an( j t | ie foldiers feeing him dead retired ; for they had been 
bimjelf. f ent on p Ur p Q f c to frighten him, Co as to make him lay violent 

hands on himfelf, Tiberius hoping by that means to avoid the 
odium, which, he was well appiifcd, the execution of one 

of 
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of the moiT illuftrious citizens of Rome would reflect upon his 
perfon and government. T he charge, however, was ran i«*<t 
011 in fiie fenate, as if he had been Hill alive ; but the deceitful 
Tiberius at the fame time declared upon oath, that he would 
have interceded for his life, had he not prevented his clemen- 
cy by laving; violent hands on himfclf. 'The deoe:»fed was by lsfwd 
the fenare declared guilty of high- treafon, and Ins eftate di- Z wtlf y °f 
vided amongft his accufcrs : fuch of the informers as were of bigh-trea- 
the fenatorial order (for the firft lords of the fenate were- not * ^/ A 
afhamed to debafe thcmfclves to this vile office) were, with- ^ ff ^ 
out the regular method of election, named praetors for the f ' 
enfuins vcar. This was the moft effectual means imaeinablc 



of multiplying thefe pelts of the empire: they were railed to 
the higher* offices in the ftate, and the metropolis of the 
world often faw her public dignities heft owed, as fpoils, up- 
on parricides, for fpilling her bell: blood. We may well un:- 
gine, that the fervile fenate did not let flip fo favourable an 
opportunity of gaining the emperor's favour, by hiaud'ni*; 
the memory of the pretended criminal. Cotta Af jjl\lr:u Tbedrbaft- 
moved, that the image of Liuo might not be carried at the went of the 
funerals of his pofterity ; C net us Lentnlus, that none of the l cna: '- 
Scribovian family fhould thenceforth take the name of D.*u- 
fus : at the motion of Powponius Flnccus days of thankfgi vug 
were appointed. Lucius Publius, A~:.iius (J a Hits, Papiit* 7\du- 
tiliuSy and Lucius dpronius, were of opinion, that gin** fhould 
be prefented to Jupiter^ to Mars, and to the goadefs (.un- 
cord ; and that the ides of September , the day on which Liho 
killed himfclf, fhould be for ever obferved as a festival z . So 
great was the debafement of the once venerable Roman fe- 
nate, even in the beginning of Tiberius** reign. Jt was not 
enough for the conlciipt fathers to have condemned Lib}; 
they ilTued a decree for driving aftrologcrs, magicians, and Fortune- 
the whole herd of fortune- tellers, out of Italy 5 nay, Lucius tellers 
Pitw.imus, one of them whom Li bo had probably confulrcd, driven out 
was thrown headlong from the Tarpeian rock ; and Publius «/" Koine. 
Marcius, another of the fame profeilion, was by the confuls 
fentenced to death, and executed accordingly, without the 
Efquiline gate. 

At the next meeting of the fenare, Quintus Hjitrius^ 
once eonfal, and OSlavius Pronto, f.nmeriv p*;e:oi\ moved, 
that a flop mi rht he put to the exreffive luxurv which pre- 
vailed in the city ; and at their in.y.mii a law palled, forluM- 
ding all to ufe plate of m.dly toiJ, and men to debafe them- 

v * Idem, ibid, c z- — 5 2. 
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felves with wearing filks, which were then thought peculiar 
The ufe of to women. Fronto went farther, and propofed, that the 
plate and quantity of filver-plate, the expence of furniture, and the 
*" a JFy g°ld» number of Haves, might be regulated. But he was oppofed 
&c. for- therein by Afinius Gallus, who, with plaufiblc arguments, de- 
bidden. fended the prevailing luxury. Befides, Tiberius himfelf did 

not approve of Fronto* s motion ; for, after Gallus had done 
fpeaking, he added, that it was not a fcafon for reformation, 
and that if there was any corruption of manners, there would 
not be wanting one to redrefs that evil, alluding thereby, no 
doubt to himfelf in his office of perpetual cenfor. As it was 
common for the fenators to depart from the prefent debate, 
and offer, as their advice, whatever they judged conducing to 
The free the public welfare, Lucius Pifo, who ftill retained the ancient 
Spirit of Reman fpiiit, and declared his fentiments with great freedom, 
L. Pifo. after having bitterly inveighed again ft the corruptions of the 

{rate, particularly againft the peftilent purfuits of the in- 
formers, who were daily arraigning and circumventing all 
men, protefted that he was refolved to leave Rome^ and live 
in fome quiet and diftant corner of the country. With thefe 
•words he went out of the fenate ; but Tiberius , though high- 
ly provoked, fmothered his refentmenr, and, following Pi- 
jo, endeavoured to footh him with kind intreaties ; nay, he 
even condefcended to folicit his relations to divert him, with 
their prayers and authority, from the refolution he had taken; 
which they did accordingly. Pifoi not long after, gave an- 
other inftance of a fpirit truly Romany in fuing for a debt 
one Urgulania, a woman of diftincThori, and placed, by the 
favour of Livia y above the laws.' Pifo fum mened her to ap- 
pear before the praetor ; but fhe, defpifing the fummons, fled 
for refuge to the palace j whence Pifo would have carried her 
by force before the praetor, notwithstanding the complaints 
of Livia, had not Tiberius , to prevent difturbances, obliged 
her to comply with the fummons, and at the fame time pro- 
mifed, in civility to his mother, to attend the trial, and afllft 
her favourite. On the day appointed for the decifion of the 
caufe, the emperor left the palace, ordering his guards to 
follow him at a diftance \ but walked fo flow, that, before 
he reached the forum, the trial was over 9 and TJrgulania ad- 
judged to pay the fum claimed by Pifo. The money was 
immediately advanced by Livia^ who, finding Pifo inflexible, 
•md the emperor no-ways inclined to oppofe him, was glad 
to redeem her favourite from the trouble, which fo bold 
And refolutc a creditor would not have failed to create her 

(A). 
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(A). The proceeding of Tiberius , on this occafion, was Tiberius'* 
highly applauded by the Roman people, as was alfo his gene- generofity 
roiity at this time towards fome necefluous fenatorc, whom, t0 /omefe- 
with his gratuities, he inabled to live fui table to their rank. na *ors. 
However, he rejected with haughtinefs the petition of Alar- 
cus Hortalus^ the grandfon of Hortenfius the famous orator, 
who, as we have related above, had been encouraged by 
Jugujlus, with a bounty of a thoufand great fefterces, to 
marry, in order to prevent the extinction of his illuftrious fa- 
mily. As he had now four children, he placed them before 
the door of the fenate-houfe, and fhewing them to the con- 
fcript fathers, in a moving fpeech befought both them and the 
emperor, to defend from want the offspring of fo many con- 
fuls, the defcendants of fo many dictators, whom he had not 
brought into the world by his own choice, but in compliance 
with the defire of the deified Augujlus. The confeript fathers, 
touched with companion, were inclined to relieve him ; but ^ 
Tiberius oppofed it, faying, that if they relieved all who were t /*f/iew 
poor, and took upon them to maintain their children, the tke fa^y 
public would foon fail ; that if the public treafury came to be jyj. Horta- 
exhaufted by popular bounties, it muft be fupplied with rapine \ u%wr 
and opprefiionj that by fuch bounties induftry would languifh, 
and floth prevail, &c. The greater part of the fathers fuffi- 
ciently declared with their filence, that they did not like this 
fpeech ; which Tibefius perceiving, after having pau fed a 
little, to qualify what he had faid, added, that his anfwer was 
addreffed in particular to Hot talus , but that if the fenate 
thought fit, he was ready to give his fons two hundred great 
fefterces each. The fenaiors returned him, thanks for his ge- 
nerous difpofition ; but Hortalus himfelf was filent, affronted 
at the emperor's fpeech, and even in poverty full of the anti- 
ent grandeur of his family 5 which fo eft ranged Tiberius from 
him, that he never after took any further notice of him or his 
family, though reduced to extreme poverty *. 

This fame year, a Have of Pojlhumus Agrippa* by name The bold 
Clemens , would have raifed great difturbances in the flate, and defi^nof 
kindled a civil war in the bowels of Italy^ had he not been Clemens, 

bondman 

1 Idem ibid. c. 37, 3S. to Agrippa 

Pofthumua 

• i 

(A) Tacitus tells us, that the power of XJrgulania was fo great, 
that fhe difdaincd co appear as a witnefs in a certain caufe before 
the fenate 5 fo that a prsetor was fent to examine her at her own 
houfe, though it had been alwayg ufual, even for the veftal virgins, 
to attend the forum and courts of juftice, whenever their evidence 
was required. 

N n n ?. prevented 
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prevented in good rime. As he was much about the fame age 
with his late mafK-r, anJ not unlike him in his perfon, he 
took upon him his name, and caufed it to be reported in all 
parts by his emiffaries and alTociates, that Agrippu was llill a- 
live. This raifed great tumults in many cities of Italy, and 
brought over to the pretended Agrippa vafl numSers of peo- 
ple, I"lk h as are ever fond of public difturbances and changes. The 
report was even credited at Rome^ and his fuppofed arrival at 
O/lia privately celebrated in the city by multitudes of people. 
Tiberius informed by his emiflaries of all that pafTed, was 
long in fufpence whether he mould order his troops to march 
againft the audacious flave 5 or fufFer the impofture to vandh 
of icfelf, which he was well apprifed muit foon happen. On 
one Kr.riJ, he was afhamed to betray any fear of a vile flave; 
and on the other he apprehended the danger which might a- 

l iL* fium the credulity of the people, if they were n n foon 
undeo.ived. In thi* perplexity he committed the whole affair 
to Sallujliu* Crifpus, the fame whom he had employed to dif- 
patch Agrippa. Crifpus chofe two of his clients, or, as 
fome write two fulJiers, in whom he could confide, and fent 
them to the fuppofed Agrippa with a confiderable fum, direct- 
ing them to feign that they believed him to be the true grand- 
fon of AugnjLis, to prefent him with the money, and to pre- 
tend a great zeal for his caufe. They executed his orders with 
gicnt addrefs, and finding that Clemens repofed in them an in- 
tire confidence, they underhand got ready a proper band of 
He is feiz- men, feized and gagged him while his guards were aflecp, 
e d by a de- and carried him without noife to the palace. When he was 
vice of Sal - brought before Tiberius, the emperor afked him, Houu he 
luflius %v;is become Agiippa? as you became Casfar, anfwered 

Crifpus, GLjumis* Though "Tiberius had him wholly in his power, yet 
and dif f 0 great was his fear or policy, that he did not execute him 
patched puhlicly, but ordered him to be difpatched in a fecret part of 
privately. t | le p a j 4lCc ^ anc ] hj s body to be privately conveyed away; and 

though many of the emperor's houfhold, many knights and 
Lnators were faid to have a/lifted and fupported him with 
their counfela and fortunes, yet no farther enquiry was made 
a*\er his accomplices b . Towards the end of this year a tri- 
umphal arch was raifed near the temple of Saturn as a monu- 
nuuC for tlv; lecoveiy of the eagles of the Varian legions : 
a tempi j w .s dedicated to Valiant Fortune in the gardens which 
y/i/ius Cu-fur had bcqueaiiud to the Roman people, and a 

^ Idem. c. 39 — 40. D:o, 1. Ivii. p. 613. Suiir. in Tib. c. 

chapel 
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ch.tpcl to the *y.dian family ; ftatues were alfo confederated to 
jiu ntjins at Bj-jiilcc in the neighbourhood of Rome. 

is the iiican rime, Germinicus ai riving w i t H his wife and Germani- 
chdJren in die capital, was there received by Tiberius with cus bovu 
ail piiili >le in.irlcs of a feeming friendlhip and affection ; he received by 
contra: uhired him on his oa(t dangers, feemed highly p leafed -Tiberius, 
with his conduct, extolled his mighty feats, and with the 
deeped diflimulation commended him to the fenate, as well 
defer ving the i£reatcft honours it was in their power to confer 
upon him. The triumph, which had been decreed him, was 
put off till the following year, when Caius Ccelius^ or, as 
fame iiyh him, Cescilius Rnfus, and Lucius Pomponius Flac- 
cus were confuls. During their administration, Germanicus ^ 
triumphed on the twenty- fixth day of May over the Catti^ the , 
singrivarii) the Cberufci^ and all the German nations between 
the Rhine and the Aibis* r»r the Elbe. Germanicus had not 
indeed extended his conqueirs to the latter of thefe rivers; but 
tiie emperor, to make him amends for (topping him in the 
full career of his victories, counted thofe conquefts as com- 
plete, which he had prevented him from completing. The tri- 
umph, an honour now very uncommon, was performed with 
extraordinary magnificence. Before the triumphal chariot 
were carried reprefentations of mountains, rivers, and bat- 
iks, and an incredible number of captives loaded with chains, 
among whom were many of the German chiefs, and the wife 
of drtniniuSt carrying in her arms her infant fon. But what 
above all heightened the fhow and the fatisfaction of the be- 
holders, was the extraordinary gracefulnefs of Germanicus'* 
perfan, and his chariot filled with his five children, viz. Nero y 
Drujhs 9 and Cuius , and his two daughters, Agrippina and 
Drttjilla. Tiberius 9 to render ihe folemnity more complete 
and the joy of the people more univerfal,. distributed among 
them in the name of Germanicus a large fum, three hundred 
fcfterccs a man, and named himfelf his collegue in the conful- 
fhip for the eiiiuiu^ year. But notwithstanding all thefe 
demonstrations of kindnefs and affection, the people ft i II fuf- 
pecied his ilncerity ; and their joy was greatly allayed by the 
melancholy rtfleclionj, lhac popular favour had proved fatal 
to his father Dntfus j that his uncle Marcellus was fnatched 
from the people, who adored him, in the flower of his youth, 
and that the favourites of the Roman people had ever been 
unfortunate and ih'>rt- lived. And truly, their fears were nor ^ ' \ er "! 9 
ill ■ g r o 1 1 tided ; for iiberittSy jealous of the glory of the young 
prince and tiie hi J h favour he was in both with the peonle 
and ioldierv, was already rcfalveJ on his defti uction, and me- 
du-tin^ Willi liimildf how to compute his wicked defign, and 
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cia called 
to Rome, 
nvhere be 
dies. 



at the fame time avoid the irreconcileable hatred, which he 
well kriew, woulJ thence arife to him from all orders of men. 
While he was wholly taken up with thefe thoughts, a favou- 
rable opportunity offered," or rather, was craftily framed by 
Tiberius , for removing from Rome the darling of the people. 
Archelaus (Bj king of Cappadacia had many years before in- 
curred his difpleafure, by neglecting to pay his court to him, 
during his retirement at RJjodes (C). This the revengeful 
emperor remembered, and therefore having inticed the king to 

Rome by means of letters from his mother Livia* . promoting 
him his pardon, provided he came in perfon to implore it, he 
not only received turn with great haughtinefs, but caufed him 
to be accufed as a criminal in the fenate. As the crimes 
laid to his charge evidently appeared to be. mere fictions, 
he was by the confeript fathers declared innocent 5 but 
the unhappy prince, not able to brook fuch treatment, 
foon after either died of grief, or laid violent hands on 

1 

i 

(B) Torrentins, Riccioli, and Saltan confound Archelaus king of 
Cappadocia with Archelaus, the fon of Herod, king of Jud*a. They 
were led into this miftake by a paffage in Suetonius, who in the life 
of Tiberius tells- us, that he pleaded the caufe of Archelaus, which 
was his firft effay in eloquence. This caufe the abovementioned 
writers take to be that which Archelaus the fon of Herod maintained 
■at Rome againft his brothers about his father's laft will, as we have 
related in our hiftory of the Jews (49). But it is evident both 
from Jofephus and Dion Cajfius, that Tiberius at the time of this tri- 
al was not at Rome, but lived in retirement at Rhodes ; nay, the 
latter writer tells us in exprefs terms, that Tiberius undertook the 
defence of Archelaus king of Cappadocia, againft his own fubje&s ; 
and that the Cappadocian prince incurred his difpleafure, by feeming 
\o neglect him in his difgrace, notwithftanding the kindnefs he had 
fhewn him on that ocean on (50). He was the great grand fon of 
the famous Archelaus, who commanded the troops of Mitbridattt 
the Great, king of Pont us, againft Sylla, and afterwards, abandoning 
l>is own prince, fided with Lucullus. His daughter Glaphyra waa 
iirft married to Alexander, and afterwards to his brother Arche- 
laus, both fons to Herod, as we have related elfewhere (ci). It 
is furprifing the abovementioned writers fhould be guilty of fo grofs 
a mi {take. 

(C) It was not out of ingratitude or contempt, as Tacitus inform! 
us, that Archelaus declined attending upon Tiberius, while he refid- 
ed at Rhodes, but becaufc he had been warned by his friends at the 
court of Auguftut to take no notice of him, left he mould incur the 
difpleafure of the emperor. 



(49> Hifi Utwverfi Vol. X. p. 271, & feq. 

(51) Hi/!. Utwverf.r'o/.Jt. p. 186, C5" 282. 
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himfelf, after having reigned fifty years Some time af- 
ter Coppadocia was reduced to a Roman province, which 
inabled Tiberius to abate the tax of one in the hundred 
upon all vendible goods, and reduce it to one in the two 
hundred j which relief, however, the people did nor long en- 
enjoy d. At the fame time, died Antiochus king of Comagcne y 
and Pbilopator, king of Cilicia, which occaiioned great dis- 
turbances in thofe countries, fome being for the Roman go- 
vernment, and others for a king of their own. The pro- 
vinces too of Syria and Judaa being over-loaded with taxes, 
applied to the emperor and fenate for relief c . Neither was 
parthia without troubles; that warlike nation having driven 
out Vonones^ whom they had demanded of Auguflus for their 
king, placed in his room on the throne Artabanes, a prince of 
the family of the Arfacidce, but at that time, according to 
Jofephus, king of the Medes f. Thefe difturbances and com- j};ft„ r _ 
motions in the eaft: proved very favourable to the wicked de- y ances ln 
figns of Tiberius, who rep re fen ted to the fenate, that they t fy e ea f tt 
could not be well compofed but by the wifdom and abilities of 
Germanicus ; as for himfelf, he was, he faid, in the decline of 
his age, and that of his fon Drufus was not yet ripe. Here- 
upon all the provinces of the eaft were readily decreed to The pro- 
Germanicus, and a greater power conferred on him, than had winces of 
been given to arty governor fince the time of Pompey the Great, the eaft 
But to balance and reftrain the extraordinary authority with decreed to 
which he was vetted , Tiberius had already removed from the Germani- 
government of Syria Creticus Si/anus, whofc daughter was CU3 * 
betrothed to Nero, theeldeft fon of Germanicus, and placed in 
his room Cneius Pifo (D), a r^an of a moil violent and un- 
traceable 

c Tacit, ibid. c. 41. Dio 1. lvii. p. 61 3. Nor 1 s epoch, p. 
142. Str a b. 1. vii. p. 291 , 292. d Djo. 1 lix c Tacit. 
c. 42, 43. Joseph, anciq. I. xviii. c. 3. *" Tacit, annal. 1. ii. 
c. 1. Joseph, ibid. 

(D) Cneius Pifo was the fon of Cneius Calpurnius Pifo, who, as we 
have related above, maintained with great intrepidity the republi • 
can party againft Julius Cafar in Africa. Afterwards he joined 
Brutus and Caffius, but after the battle of Philippi was allowed to 
return to Rome, where he fcorned to fue for any public offices, 
chufing to live in retirement, till Auguflus prevailed upon him to ac- 
cept the confulfliip. Fcjlus tells us, that the Calpurnian family pre- 
tended to derive their origin from one Calpus or Calphus % the ion of 
Nutna Pcmpilius (52). However thac be, it is certain, that the 



(52) Fiji, in voce Calpurnius . 

Calpurnian 



incus. 
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Cn Pi^o tractable temper, and to fuch a degree elated with the noH- 
p+-ff<>rred lity and weahh of his wife Plancina (E), that he (carve yield- 
tothego- ed to Tiberius, and defplfcd Wis Tons, viz. Drnfus and GV> - 
wrtment manicas, as per funs beneath his rank: in fhoir, he was m 
0/* Syria, every re pe«£l the m off proper perfon in Rome to execure thole 
i n dr/pife f ara j purpof'es for which he was chiefly chofen. His wife 
to er - Plancina , who was Rill of a more haughty temper than her 

hufband, hid fecret infrrudbons from Livia toexeit her fpirir, 
and by all manner of indignities profecute and infult rfgrip- 
pina (F). Befoie Germanicus left Rome, Drufus was fent in- 
to JUyricum on occafion of a bloody war, which broke out, 
foon after the departure of the Romans, between Afaroboduus 
king of rhc Suev'tans, Alar comanni cms, and Langobard* on one 
fide, and the Cherufcam ,on the other, headed by the brave 
Arminius. Maroboduus was overcome in a great battle, and 
obliged, mofl or' his men abandoning him, to retire into ti.e 
country of the Mtrcomannians, whence he fent embaftlidors to 

Crtlpurniin family was one of the moft antient and PhjArious in 
Rome, and no- ways inferior to the Claudian, of which Tiberius was 
defcended. 

(F.) Plancina was either the daughter or the niece of the famous 
Muaattus Platteus. of whom we have fpoken in feveral pares of this 
work. Dion CaJJius calls her Munatia Plancina t and fo (he is ftyled 
in an infeription, which is ftill to be fee 11 at Rome x in the palace 
which at pre lent belongs to the family of the Cbigi ' 
(F) Tacitus tells as, that the whole court was rent into parties, 
fome favouring Drufas, and others Germanicus Tiberius was partial to 
D'-ufus, as his fon by nature, whereas Germanicus was his fon only 
by adoption ; but the greater part favoured German/ eus for two 
reafons, fays Tacitus ; firft, becanfe they knew he was hated by the 
emperor ; and fecondly, becaufe he was by his mother of a more 
jllultrious defcent Germanicus and Drufus were the fons of two 



brother-, and consequently by their fathers of the fame fami 1 )'. 
Bur on the mother's fide Germanicus had the advantage, he heing 
the Ion of Antonia Minor, the daughter of Marc Antony the trium- 
vir by O.'la'via the filter of Auguflus ; fo that Marc Antony was his 
grandfather, and Auguflus his great uncle. On the other fide, a pri- 
vate Roman knight was the great-grandfather of Drufus ; for his 
mother Vipjania was the ^rand daughter of the famous Pomponius 
yfttictts. Befides, Agrippina, the wife of Germanicus, far excelled 
Li<via the wife of Drufus in virtue, and all the uccomphfhmertts 
peculiar to her fex However, the two brothers lived in pet fc& 
concord and friendship, no ways ddlurbed or interrupted by the 
contention and emulation that reigned among their relations and 
adherents (.53^. 
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Tiberius imploring bis afii fiance. The emperor anfwered, 
that it was very furprifing he fhould recur to the Roma?ts, and 
be£ their afiiftance againft the Cherufcans* fince he had lent 
nane to rhem, while they were waging war with the fame 
enemy. However, he laid hold of this opportunity to le- r> u f u , 
move from Rome his fori Drufus z who feemed over- fond of j £nt lTttB 
the gaieties of the city, to inure him to the toils of the JDyricum. 
camp, and procure him the affedlions of the foldiery. What 
fuccefs attended him in this expedition, we ftxall relate 
anon. 

This year was remarkable for one of the moft dreadful A dreadful 
earthquakes recorded in hiftory : twelve famous cities of Afia tarthquakc 
were overturned by it, viz. Sardis* Magnefia, at the foot of tn Aha. 
mount Sipylus* Mofthene* JEgte, Hierocafarea* Philadelphia* 
Temolus* Ternnus* Cyme or C timer. ^ Myrina, Apollonia* Hyrca- 
cana. To thefe mentioned by Tacitus* Eufebius adds Ephe- 
jus g . Pliny h and Strabo 1 make particular mention of this 
event, calling it the moft dreadful concuflion that had ever 
been felt (G). It happened in the night, and proved the 
tfiore dreadful, as it was lefs expected. Moft of the inhabi- 
tants were crufhed under the ruins of their houfts, and thofe 
who fled to the fields, fwallowed up, by the opening of the 
earjh. It is reported, fays Tacitus* that huge mountains 
funk into the earth, that plains were raifed up into high hills, 
and that dreadful flafhes and eruptions of fire were feen among 
the ruins. Phlegm of Tralles* who has wrote a very parti- 
cular account of this terrible event and the evils which it oc- 

* 

cafioued, fays, that many cities of Pontus* of Sicily, and of 
Calabria in Italy* were greatly damaged by Lt ; and adds, that 

g Eusa b. chron. p. 20 1. h Pl in. I. ii. c. 84. 'Strab. 
1. xii. p. 579. 

(G) Orojius takes this to be the earthquake mentioned by the 
evangeiilta as happening at the death of our Saviour ; a notorious 
miilake ! which, if admitted, would overfet every fyllem of 
chronology, it being paft all doubt, that the earthquake, which o- 
verturned the twelve cities of AJm 9 happened in the fourth year of 
f Fiberiui t % reign, and confequcntly was ac leaft fourteen yean prior 
to the other. According to Eufebius our Saviour was crucified the 
fourth year of the hundred and fecond olympiad ; and the earth- 
quake, which proved fo fatal to Afia* happened, according to the 
fame writer, the fecond year of the hundred and ninety ninth 
olympiad. Orq/tus would fain corroborate the accounts of the 
facred penmen, with the teftimonics of the Greek and Roman 

hiftorians, and this is what led him into the abovemeutioncd nuf- 
uke* 

Vol. XIII. Ooo th» 
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the earth opening in many places, bodies were difcovered of a 
monftrous fize, from one of which a tooth was taken above 
a foot in length, and prefented to Tiberius^ who would not 
fuffer the whole body to be brought to him, faying, that he 
deemed it a great crime to difturb the dead. However, to 
fatisfy his curiofity, he caufed a head to be engraved propor- 
tionable to the tooth which had been brought him, and which 
he immediately after ordered to be reftored to the place, 
Tiberius'j whence it had been taken k . Tiberius ', to do him juftice, 
generality fhewed, on occafion of this great calamity, a fpirit truly ge- 
on this oc- nerous and worthy of a perfon in his ftation : for he not only 
cafion. remitted the inhabitants of the ruined cities their taxes for five 

years, but prefented them with large fums to rebuild their ha- 
bitations. To the Sardians, who had futFered mod, he fent 
a hundred thoufand great fefterces, and to the reft relief pro- 
portionable to their lofTes ; nay, he immediately difpatched 
into Afia Marr.ius Aletus^ 7l fenator, who had been praetor, to 
view the defolations on the fpot, and make good the lofTes 
of every particular ; for he was fond of being liberal, as 
Tacitus obferves, on honeft occafions, a virtue which he 
long retained, after he had utterly abandoned all other vir- 
tues. The inhabitants of the cities thus rebuilt, and by the 
liberalities of Tiberius reftored to their former fpiendor, erect- 
ed to their common benefactor a colo/Fus in the Roman forum, 
furrounded with the ftatues of their twelve cities, as a laft- 
jng monument of the prince's generofity, and their grati- 
tude l . 

His frt- The reputation, which Tiberius gained by this noble 
if ate hoc- DOunt y to trie public, was greatly heightened by his pri- 
ralitits. vate iih cra ]i t i w5> F or tne eltate of a wealty freed woman, 

by name /Emilia Mufa, who died this year inteftate, be- 
ing claimed by the treafury, the emperor generoufly yield- 
eJ it to one /Emilias Lspidus, to whofe family fhe feemed 
to belong (H).' With the fame difintereftednefs he fur- 
rendered 



k Pur. eco n. Tralliani, de rcb. mirabilibus, c. 13, 14. 1 Ta- 
cit, c. 47. Dio. I. Ivii. p. 614. Ph l eg. mir. c. 1 3. 

► • 

(H) 'Tacitus does not tell us, that JEmilia Mufa was a freed- 
woman ; but, from her Gresk cognomen* it is man i felt , that fuch was 
her condition : for we have not one inftance, in hiftory, of a Roman 
aflurning a Greek name. The prienoinen of jZLmilia (he probably 
borrowed from fome of the JEmilian family, to whom (he had for- 
merly belonged. Perhaps (he was related to the famous /lntoniu- 

Mufa, the freed man and phyfician of Jugujlus As flic died in 
. * teltate 
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rendered, to Marcus Servilius y the whole inheritance of Pa- 
tuleitts^ a rich Roman knight, though part of it had been 
bequeathed to himfelf. Neither could he ever be prevailed 
upon to accept legacies, but from his intimate friends, ut- 
terly rejecting the inheritances of fuch as were ftrangers 
to him, or, out of hatred to their relations, appointed him 
their heir. His bounties were, generally fpeaking, well plac- 
ed ; for as he readily relieved fuch fenators as were by 
misfortunes reduced to poverty, fo he excluded without pity 
from the fenate, thofe who had wantonly fquandered away 
their eftates in luxury and debauchery. Of this number were 
Vibidius Varro^ Marius Nepos^ Appitis Appianus, Cornelius 
Sylla, ghtintus Vitellius^ and Art Hi us Buta. The latter was 
a man of pleafure, and ufed conftantly to pafs the night in 
revels and debaucheries, and fleep the greateft part of the 
day ; by which courfe of life, being foon reduced to great*, 
indigence, he had recourfe to the emperor for relief 5 but 77- 
berius rejected his petition, without returning him any other 
anfwer, than that be bad awaked too late k. But the ap- 
plaufc Tiberius gained by his public and private bounties 
were counterbalanced, by the countenance he gave to infor- 
mations and arraignments upon the law of violated majefty. 
Informers multiplied daily, the fpirit of accufing grew com- Apuleia 
mon, and the dread of ituniverfal. Apuleia Variiia^ grand- Variiia ac 
niece to Auguftus by his filter (I), was accufed by one of cufed of 



that trcafon. 



* Tacit, c. 48. Dio. ibid. 



teftate, her eftate, fuppofing her to have been a liberta or freed - 
woman, and to have no relations of her own then living, fell, ac- 
cording to the Roman law, to her former mailer and his heirs of 
blood. Si libertus intcftatus deccjferit, patronum> aut Jilittm, nepote?n<ve 
ejus ad fuceejfiontm vocari indubi latum eft, lays Julian < 54) ; and 
U/pian, Liber to i tit eft at 0 mortuo, primum fuis defer ri bereditatem <ve- 
rum eft : Ji bi non fuennt, tunc patrono (55). But what title had 
the exchequer to her eftate ? It appears from this paiTage of Tacitus 
and the laws we have quoted, that if a freedman or woman had no 
furviving relations, and their former matter's family was extinct, 
their eliate fell to the prince. In the prefent cafe one sEmi/ius 
Lepidus, as heir of blood to Mufti's former mailer, claimed her 
cllate, and Tiberius generoufly furrendered it to him, though he 
could not plainly make good his claim. 

(I) Auguftus had two lifters, vr*. Oclauia Major and Ottawa 
Minor ; but by which of thefe Apuleia Variiia was grand-niece 10 

(e<0 Ltg.i^. de bonis libert. (e$) leg. 2. de fuis 

beredib . 

O o 0 » Auguftus 
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that infamous profeflion of having reviled the deified Augujl'us, 
Tiber i US) and his mother Livia, and of having difhonoured 
with adultery the blood of the Cafars^ which, according to 
the conftrudtion Aitgujlus had put upon the law of majefty, 
was high treafon (K^. Tiberius admitted the accufation, hut 
Tiberius'* (hewed great moderation in the profecution of the accufed : 
<andu3 on f ov as to t j lc ac j u {t er y he faid, that fufEcient punifhments had 
this occa- been already appointed for that crime by the Julian law, 
J*° ' which was implicitly declaring, that it did not fall under the 

law of treafon. As to the other crimes, he defired they 
might be diftinguifhed : If Apuleia, faid he, has uttered im- 
pious fpceches again/I the deified Auguftus, Jhe mujl be con- 
demned ; but for her invecliues againji me I will not fuffer her 
to be called to any account. But Jhe has had the impudence to 
attack the reputation of your mother, replied one of the con- 
fute. To this Tiberius returned no anfwer then, but the next 
time the feriate met, he begged in his mother's name, that the 
words fpoken againft her might not he conftrued into treafon; 
Hereupon (he was tried only upon the wbrds fpoken againft 
Aigujiusy and found guilty, but pardoned by Tiberius^ who 

likewife 



Auguftas, hiftory does not inform us. Neither do we know of anj* 
writer who mentions the marriage or ofF-fpring of O&evvia Minor, 
The other filler married Marcellus, and had by him two daughters; 
Marcel/a Major and Marcel/a Minor ; one of thefe was, we con- 
jecture, from what we read in Dion Cajfius* married into the Apa- 
leian family ; for that writer calk Sextus Jpuleius, who was conful 
the year Augujiui died, o-uyW At/ytffa, that is, Augujlus'% kinfman 
( 56V If we admit this conjecture, which is not ill-grounded, Atu- 
hi a Far Hid was daughter to an Apuleius by one of the Marcel/a, 
and confequently grand niece to Augtift&s by his filler OSawa 

Major. 

(K> duguftus* a 3 Tacitus informs us ( 57), to a fault common be- 
tween ftien and women gave the grievous name of facrilege and 
treafon ; and as his daughter and grand-daughter were proftitutes, 
he puniftied, according to the law of treafon, which he had thus 
wrefted, all their adulterers and gallants either with death or ex- 
ile. This fore of treafon was, as Tacitus feems to infmuatc, li- 
mited to the reigning houfe and the* blood of the' Cet/ars j for that 
writer tells us, that Fetrilia y being nearly related to the emperor 
and guilty of adultery, was arraigned' of high treafon. Jugujlus 
found his account in declaring the gallants of the two Julia* 
traitors ; for as thofe traitors were very numerous, and considera- 
ble for their quality and credit, he had here a good pretence to 
get rid of many eminent citizens, who gave him. uneafinefs andjta- 
loufy. 



Dh. L lxv, Ixvu 



(J 7) Tacit, annul, I. V- 
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like wife begged a mitigation of her punifement for adultery ; 
i'o that, inltead of undergoing the fevere punifliments infixed 
on that crime by the 'Julian law, of which hereafter, (he 
was only removed two hundred miles from Rome ; but Man- 
lias? who had debauched her, was banifhed Italy and Africa 
This fame year, Tacfarinas^ a native of Numidia, who had Tacfari- 
ferved among the Roman auxiliaries, having drawn his coun- nas defeat- 
tryrnen and the neighbouring nations into a revolt, was over- g d tn & ir \~ 
thrown in a pitched battle by Furius Camillus^ proconful c *h 
of Africa, who* till that time, had pafled for a man quite ^ s Canu *~ 
unacquainted With the art of war. Tor this victory, which aSm 
Camillus gained with one legion and a fmall body of auxi- 
liaries, a handful of men^ when compared with the number- 
lefs troops of the enemy, the enfigns of triumph were by the 
fenate decreed to the conqueror" j which honour, fays the 
hiftorian, did not prove fatal to him, becaufe he was a man 
of extraordinary modeftyj and chofe to live in retirement ,u . 
This year died, according to Eufebius n , Ovi&zxTomoi in Pon- <Tbe death 
Tus 9 ( and, according to St. Jerom °, the famous hiftorian Livy of Ovid, 
at Padua , his native city. We are told that Livia had de- e.nd L>wy 
figned the latter for prseceptor to Claudius, the younger bro- the bijlo- 
ther of Germanicus ; but he was prevented by death from rian - 
enjoying that honour. He was the laft of thofe iLluftrious 
writers who once adorned the court of Augujius, and will 
render his age ever memorable. He has been our chief guide 
in the compiling of this hiftory ; for which we can make him 
no better return*, than to repeat here* what Seneca faid of him* 
many centuries fince, that the genius of Livy was equal ts 
the grandeur and maje/iy of the Roman empire *\ 

Towards the end of the year, Germanicus, leavi rig Germam- 
Rome, fet out for the Levant with his wife Agrippina and cusyi/j oak 
his fon Caius, furnamed Caligula, After a long and dange- /" r 
rous pafTage, both in the Adriatic and Ionian leas, he ar- vanc - 
rived in Dalmatia, whither he had firft fleered his courfe to 
vifit his brother Drufus, who, as we have related above, had 
been Cent into that country. From Dalmatia by the coaft 
of IUyricuni he. reached Nicopolis, which city Augujlus had 
built on the jtmbracian bay, in memory of his victory at 
Afiium, There he entered upon his fecond corifulfliip, hav- 
ing Tiberius, now the third time conful, for his colleguc. 
The empeiur held this dignity to the ides of May* and then 



1 Idem, c. 49, ijo. »» Idem, c. ;2, 53. 0 Huseu. iii. 
ihron. • IIikr, in chron. 11 Statu rhetor. 

manicHt 
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His voyage mnnicus in quality of lieutenant Germanicus fpent a few 
reception, days at Nicopolis to refit his fleet, and in the mean time 
&c. viwed the bay of Affium* the fpoils which Augujlus his grand- 

father, had confecrated after his famous vidtory, and the 
camp of Antony his great uncle. From thence he proceeded 
t> Athens* where he was received with all pofllble demon- 
irrations of honour (L). Next he failed to E libera* and 
thence to Lrfbos* where his wife Agrippina was delivered of 
Julia her laft child : then he fleered his courfe to the cities 
of Per in thus and Byzantium in Thrace* entered the ftraights 
of Propontis* and the mouth of the Pontic or Euxine fea, be- 
ing defirous of feeing thofe places fo much celebrated by fame. 
In his return he endeavoured to touch at the ifland of Samo- 
t brace* being fond of beholding the religious ceremonies 
pradtifed there, of which we have fpoken in our defcription 
of that ifland r ; but he was prevented from fatisfying his 
laudable curiofity by contrary winds. Having therefore 
vifited anticnt Ilium* which gave birth to Rome* he regained 
the coaft of Afia. and put in at Colophon* to confult there 
the oracle of the Clarian Apollo* of which we have given an 
account elfewhere f . TTiepriefr, by whofe mouth the god was 
believed to utter his oracles, is faid to have foretold, but 

in dark and doubtful terms, the approaching death or" Ger- 
manicus c . 

Tacit, c. 53. Su et. in Tib. c. 26. Onuph. in fait. p. 189. 
r Hift. Univerf. Vol VII. p. 518. <" Hill. Univerf. Vol. VH. p. 
42. c Tacit, c. 53, 54. 

(I/) The Athenians received Germanicus with extraordinary marks 
of erteem, which left he mould undervalue, as that nation made 
made then but a very indifferent figure, they put him in mind of 
the glory of their anceltors, by carrying before him on tablets 
fuccinft accounts of their moil famous exploits. By this means 
they inhanced the honours they had conferred on him, and, to ufe 
Tacitus** expreflion, dignified their flattery. On the other hand, 
Germanicus j out of refpect to them, diverting himfelf in a manner 
of his power, appeared among them almofl like a private citizen, 
being attended only by one liclor. By thus removing the enfigns 
of power, the Romans declared, that they treated thofe with whom 
they converfed, not as fubjects, but as friends. Antony , as we have 
obferved above, uled the fame con dc fee nfion towards the AtbemartSi 
during his refidence in their city, as did Ma Tiberius towards the 
Rbodians* walking up and down without a liclor or viator, and con- 
verting familiarly with the Greeks, as if they had been his equals 

(58) Suet, in Tib. c. 11, 

In 
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In the mean time Pifoand his wife Plancina, haftening to the Pifo 
execution of their wicked deiigns, left Rome, and arriving at A- hiswife 
tbens, gave there the firft proof of their hatred to Germanicus, f*f out f or 
For Pifo, in his fpeech to the inhabitants, abufeJ them in a molt Syria, 
outrageous manner, not without an indirect cenfu re upon Gev* 
rnanicus, for having debafed the dignity of the Roman name in 
paying an exceflive regard, not to the Athenians whoferace was 
long Jince extinct, but, to the mixtfeum of different nations (M). 
Pifo did not ftay long at Athens, but, being in hafte to reach 
Syria before Germanic us, left the metropolis of Attica, and tak- 
ing the fhortefr. courfe, though the leaft fafe, failed through the 
Cyciades,2S\d appeared off of Rhodes, foon after Germanicus had U Jbip- 
put in there: but being overtaken by a violent ftorm, before <wrecktd, 
he could enter the port, he was driven upon certain rocks, but Carved 
and mud have inevitably perifhed, had not the good-natured h (ierma- 
Ger rnanicus, though already informed of the invectives Pifo nicu,. 
had uttered againit him at Athens, difpatched gallies to ref- 
cue him from the wreck. "This generous kindnefs and huma- 
nity made no impreflionjupon the hard-hearted Pifo, who, hav- 
ing ftaid but one day with his benefactor, put to fea again in 
order to arrive in Syria before him. He no fooner reached 
his province, than he began to court the common folJiers by 
bounties and careffes, to form factions among the troops, to 
remove the ancient centurions and tribunes, and place in their 
room his own creatures, or men recommended only by their 
crimes: he permitted the foldiery either to live qtiice idle in jj e courts 
the camp, or to ramble about, and commit with impunity all the favour 
manner of diforders in the villages and cities. By this crimi- rf e 
na! indulgence Pifo won the hearts of the idle and diforderly diets. 
multitude to fuch a degree, that he was by them, honoured 
with the title of Father of the legions. On the other hand, 
Plancina, forgetting the modefty peculiar to her fex, appeared 
often on horfeback, aflifted at the reviews* and was not 
alhamed, which in thofe days was thought very unbecoming 
in a woman, to be fee n at the public exercifes and military e- 
volutions. She laid hold of thefe occafions to drop reproach- 
ful and injurious reflections on the conduct of Germanicus and 
Agrippina, in order to prejudice the minds of the foldiery a- 

(M) Pifo feems to us to have been not a little inconfiftent with 
himfelf in his reproaches ; for, on one hand, he would not allow 
the prefent inhabitants of Athens to be defcended from the ancient 
Athenians \ and, on the other, he charged them with all the crimes, 
of which the ancient Athenians had ever been guilty. He was al- 
fo an enemy to their city, as Tacitus informs us, upon a private ac- 
count, becaufe they would not pardon at his requeil one Theophi/us, 
condemned by the Areopagus for forgery. 

gainft 
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gainfr them. As to the officers, they were privately told* 
that their paying court to Germanicus and his wife would not 
recommend them to the favour of Tiberius. Though thefe 
proceedings were well known to the young prince, yet over- 
looking the unaccountable behaviour of Pifo and Plancina y 
in purfuit of the glorious ends of his expedition lie haftened 
into Armenia^ where with the approbation of the nobility in a 
great afTembly, he placed the diadem upon the head of Ztno, 
the foil of Polemon kin^ of Pontus y a friend an J ally of the 
Romans, From Armenia he proceeded firft to &'Ppadocia y and 
thence to Comagene, both which kingdoms, then vacant by 
the death of their fovcreigns, he reduced to Roman provinces, 
appointing Ghtintus Veranius governor of the former, and 
§hiiyitus Servaus of the latter. The pleafure which Germani- 
cus reaped, from thus fuccefsfully fettling the affairs of the ah 
lies, was greatly allayed by the proud and haughty behaviour 
of Pifo- 3 who, being commanded either to lead in perfon, or. 
to fenJ under th; condu:^ of hi? fon, part of the legions in- 
to Arntnia, contemptu >iifly negle&M to do either. At lalt 
they met at Cyrrbum y a city of Syria^ and there had an inter- 
view, to which Germanicus admitted only a few of his inti- 
mate friends. He reproached the prefident of Syria with hia 
11 range conduct and haughty behaviour, and charged him, 
his wife, and their fons, with many imputations* On the 
other hand, Pifo pretended furprife, but at the fame time be- 
trayed, even in tubmitting to Germanicus as his fuperior, 
great fcorn and contempt; fo that they parted declared ene- 
rgies . Thenceforth Pifo feldom appeared at the public af- 
femblies, where Germanicus prelided, or, if he did, it was only 
to contradict him. Not long after he gave a public proof of 
his malice, fpite, and ill will, to Germanicus, For* at a grand 
entertainment made by the king of the Nabatbeans (N), gol- 
den crowns of great weight being prcfented to Germanicus 
and Agrippina y and fuch as were much lighter to Pifo and the 
reft of the guefts, the haughty prefident, offended at this dis- 
tinction, with an air of contempt threw his away ; and, utter- 
ing many invectives a gain ft luxury, withdrew with thefe words y 

(N) The country of the Nabatbeans extended according to St. 
yvrom % from the Euphrates to the Red fea co) : fo that it compre- 
hended Arabia defer ta^ and great part of Arabia Petr<ea. The 
metropolis of the Nabatbeans was the city of Petra, which gave 
its name to Arabia Petr^ea (60). 5/. jftrom think* they were called 

Nabatbeans from Nabaiotb Jfmatfs fon. 



(.59) /#*r. qiteefl* in Gen if. 25 



(60) Strab, /. xu i, /. 534. 
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Rome abhors fuch fcandalons luxury ; / thought I had beenjn- 
yited to a banquet made for the fan of a Roman prince , not of 
a Parthian king. G -er manic us was highly incenfed at this 
jnfult; but, the natural fweetnefs of his temper getting the 
better of his refentment, he took no notice of fuch a provok- 
ing behaviour. Soon after em baffadors arrived from Artabanus 
king of the Parthians, to renew the ancient alliance between 
4he two empires, and intrcat Ger?nanicus in their matter's 
name to remove Vonones, who had been lately driven from 
the throne, out of Syria, left he fhould find means, being fo 
near to Parthia, to raife difturbances in that kingdom. Ger- German!- 
manicus renewed the ancient alliance, and removed Vonones cus renews 
to Pompeiopolis, a maritime city of Cilzcia. 9 not ,fo much in com- the ancitnt 
pliance with the requeft of Artabanus, as to feparate him from alliance 
.Pifo, with whom he was in high favour, in regard of the many with the 

prefents he had made to his wife Plancina, and the exceflive Parthians. 

court he paid her u . Of this year, which was Germanicus'z 
- firft in the Levant? not the leaft mention is made by Dion 

Cajfms. 

The following year, Jtfarcus Silatms and Lucius Norba- He wtfitt 
nus being confuls, Germanicus travelled into E 'gypt to vie */ *bt >curio- 
the. rarities and antiquities of that farxious country. His jour- fi tus °f^*~ 
ney proved very beneficial to the inhabitants, whom he reliev- SyP c * 
. ed from a great famine, caufing the . granaries to be every 
where opened, and the price of corn abated. He did not ima- 
gine, that the prohibition made by Auguftus extended to him ; 
and neverthelefs the jealous emperor in a letter to him cen- 
fured him with great feverity for prefuming to enter that pro- 
vince, when Auguftus among other fecrets of (late had ftridfc- 
ly forbidden all fenators and Roman knights of any figure to 
travel thither, without fpecial licence w. While Germanicus 
was thus palling the fummer very agreeably in Egypt, Drufus 
was bufy in fowing feuds among the Germans, and was therein 
. attended with great fuccefs. For Maroboduus, king of the j^j ar0 | 3O 
Suevians, whofe power Rome dreaded, was this year driven j U yg 
out of his dominions, and obliged to pafs the laft eighteen tuen 
years of his life at Ravenna in Italy, Catualda, whom Dru- y^ t Jomiui- 
{us had underhand ftirred up againft him, had the fame fate ; ons an J " 
and, recurring to the Romans for protection, was conveyed by 9 
them to Forum Julium, now Frejus, a colony in Narbonne Mtewife 
Gaul. As both thefe chiefs were followed by great numbers Catualda. 
of their countrymen, Tiberius, fearing they might difturb the 
quiet of the provinces, gave them fct dements beyond the Da- 

M Tacit, c, 55 — 59. w Ta c i *r . c. 59. Suet, in Tiber, 
c. 5. 
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nube, between the rivers Cufus and Marus, now the Wag and 
the March, on the frontiers of Moravia, appointing them for 
their king one Vannlus, by nation a Quadian (O), who reign- 
ed over them for the fpace of thirty years, but was driven 
out in the reign of Claudius. With the fame policy Tiberius 
circumvented and inticed to Rome Rhafciporis, a petty king 
Rhafopo- of Thrace* who having murdered Cotys (P), his nephew, had 

™erteTfo ^ VLt ^ on tnat part °^ kingdom which Augufius had be- 
Tmerius ^ owe( ^ u P on nul1 - T° deceive Rhafciporis, Tiberius employ- 
ed Pomponius Flaccus (Qj, whom he preferred to the govern- 
ment of Moefia, as being one of the king's moft intimate 
friends, and therefore better qualified to betray him ; which 
he did accordingly, having inticed him into the Roman do- 
minions, and then fent him under a ftrong guard to Rome, 

■(CM The country of the Quadi was at firft bounded by Bohemia, 
the Danube, and the river March ; but afterwards they extended 
their confines to the Sarmatian mountains in [the neighbourhood 
of Erlanv in Hungary. We (hall have frequent occafion to (peak 
of them in the reigns of Marcus Antoninus and Gallienus. 

(P) Cotys was the fon of Rbemetacles, upon whofe death His liflng-' 
dom was divided b/ Augujlus between his fon Cotys and his brother 
Rbafciporis, as we have related at length in our hiftory of Thrace 
(6 1 ), to which we refer our readers for a full account of the tranf- 
actions, we have only hinted at in this place. Cotys \ though a 
Tbracian, was not unacquainted with the mufes ; for to him Ovid 
infer ibed the ninth elegy of his third book de Ponto, the unhappy 
poet being confined by Augaflus to his kingdom. 

( Q^) Owd mentions Pomponius Flaccus in one of his epiftles in- 
fcribed to Greecinus : 

■ 

Pr/efuit his, Gr&cine, locis modo Flaccus, & ilia 

Ripa ferox 1ft ri fub duce tut a fuit* 
Hie tenuit My fas ggntes in pace fid el i ; 

Hie arcu fifos terruit ehfe Get as (62). 



He was indeed a good foldier, but a man of a vile charadler. We 
have related above his flattering motion againft the memory of Lih 
Dm/us. He was preferred to the government of Masjia on purpofc 
to betray Rbafciporis, with whom he lived in clofe friendfhip, which 
he did not in the ieaft fcruple to do : and indeed Rbafciporis, who 
treacheroufly betrayed and murdered his own nephew, deferved to 
have no other friends but men of his own Itamp, tray tors and af- 
faflins. Pomponius was rewarded by Tiberius for his treachery with 
the government of Syria, in which employment he died (63). 

(62) Ovid, dc Pont. I. 



(61) Vide Hi ft, Uniwf VoL IX. p. 375. 
4r>. Elegt 9. (6 3 ) 'lacit . /, iv. 
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where he was accufed before the fenate by the widow of Qo- 
tys 9 and baniflied to Alexandria, where he was flain attempt-* 
ing to make his efcape, or falfcly charged with it. This part 
of Thrace was divided between Rheinetalces, the fori of 
Rbafciporis, and the fons of Cotys ; but the latter being 
minors, Trebellicnus Rufus, once praetor, was appointed go- 
vernor of their lharc. About this time Vonones, who had 
been removed to Pompeiopolis in Cilicia, attempting to make 
his efcape, was overtaken and killed by one Remmius, a ve- 
teran, to whofe cuftody he had been committed (R). 

In the mean time, Ger manic us, having fati&fied his curiofity Germani- 
with viewing all the rarities and antiquities of Egypt, left that CU3 return* 
kingdom, and returned to Syria, where to his great furpriie.A 0OT 
he found all the regulations he had made utterly abolifhed, and ^gXP'* 
the orders he had left with the legions wholly neglected. 
Hereupon, no longer able to bear with fuch infults, he re- 
proached Pifo in very fharp and fevere terms, which, not r 
withftanding his natural bolduefs, heightened by the confi T 

(R) The ci rcumftances of this unhappy prince's death are diffe- 
rently related by the ancients. Tacitus tells us, that having corrupt- 
ed his keepers, he obtained leave of them to hunt in the neigh- 
bouring forefts, and under that pretence attempted his efcape to 
Armenia, with a defign to pafs from thence thro' the countries of 
the Albanians and Heniocbians into Scythia, and there tajee fanc"tuary 
with one of the kings of that country, who was his kinfman. But 
the country people, being foon apprifed of his flight, broke down 
the bridges of che Py ramus, a river of Cilicia ; fo that the prince, 
as the ftream was not fordable, was overtaken and feized on the 
banks of that river by Vibius Pronto, who had pyrfued him clofe 
wich a body of horfe. Soon after Remmius, his late keeper, came 
up, and, pretending to be tranfported with rage, ran him through 
with his (word. It was commonly believed, that Remmius, gained 
by the prince's prefents, had connived at his efcape, and therefore 
inanafte&ed rage flew him through fear of being difcovered (64). 
•According to this account, Tiberius had no hand in his death. Bus 
Suetonius throws the whole blame of this cruel aclion upon the em- 
peror. Vonones, fays that writer, being driven out of his kingdom, 
retired to Antioch with great wealth, and there continued fome 
time, thinking himfelf fafe under the protection of the Rowan 
people ; but was in the end, contrary to all juitice and faith, not 
only pillaged by the emperor's order, but rood trcacheroufly flain 
(65). We take the account of Tacitus to be the mod genuine, that 
writer being no ways inclined to leflTen or fupprefs the faults of any 
of the Car/an, biit where truth, to which hp ever pays the utmofl 
regard, obliges him. 

1 

£64) Tacit, r. 68. (65? Suet, in Tib. c 49. 
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dence he placed in the protediion of Tiberius, fo frightened 
hiixl» that he refdlved to leave Syria and abandon his govern- 
ment. But while he was making the neceflary preparations 
for his departure, Germanicus being taken ill, he thought it 
advifeable to wait the iflue of the diftemper. The 
young prince foon recovered, and, as he was univerfally 
adored, his recovery was celebrated at Antioch, where he then 
was, with public vows, facrifices, and all poflible deraonftra- 
tions of the nod fincere and unaffected joy. This proved 
new matter of rage to Pifo, who, no longer mailer of himfelf, 
ordered his lidlors to drive away the victims, to overturn the- 
altars, and difperfe the people ailembled to celebrate the fefti- 
val : a bold attempt this ! and therefore Pifo immediately af- 
ter it leaving Antioch, withdrew to Seleucia. Soon after his 
departure Germanicus relapfed, and his perfuafion that Pifo 
had caufed him to be poifoned heightened the violence of the' 
diftemper. Some of his domeftics too had the imprudence to' 
tell him, that on the floors and walls of his houfe had been 
found bones of human bodies taken out of the grave, auW 
mixed with blood, charms, incantations, and the name of 
Germanicus engraved on fheets of lead, Thefe reports and 
the frequent vifits of perfons, who were fuppofed to be PZ/oV 
creatures, and to have been fent by himjto watch the protjrefs : 
of the malady, doubled the young prince's anxiety and apprcf-* 
henflons . If my houfe, faid he, is thus Befit by treacherous 
friends in my life-time, what will become after my death of 
my unhappy wife, of my little children ? Pifo, impatient to com- 
mand alone the legions, to govern alone the province, thought 
poifon too flozu in its operation, and therefore had recourfe to 
charms and incantations. In the height of the refentment, 
which thefe reflections raifed in his mind, he wrote a letter 
to Pifo, utterly renouncing his friendfhip, according to the 
cuftom which obtained among the Romans, and was a folemn 
declaration that they intended to have no farther intercourfe 
or communication with the perfon, whofe friendfhip they thus 
renounced. Some authors add, that he commanded him to 
depart the province. Be that as it will, Pifo foon after put 
to fea ; but kept hovering upon the coaft of his province, 
that he might return the fooner, ihould the government of 
Syria become vacant by the death of Germanicus. In the, 
mean time, the violence of the malady fomewhat abating, the 
young prince's friends began to entertain fome hopes of hit 
recovery. But fhort-lived was their joy j a fudden relapfe 
threw them into defpair j and the unfortunate Germanicus^ 
finding his end approached, fent for his friends, and fpoke to 

them in this manner : IVtrt I to die a natural death * yet fhouli 

J have 
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lhavejuji caufe to complain of the gods for thus fnatching me 
from my relations > my children? and my country , in the flower 
of my age. But being thus brought to an untimely, end by 
the malignity of Pifo and his wife?, the lafi favour I beg of 
you, my faithful friends, is, that you acquaint my father and 
brother , with what perfecutions afflicled I end a mofl miferable 
life by a mofl inglorious death. Aty relations, dependents? and . 
even thofe whom envy provoked againfl me while livings will be-* * 
wail my misfortune and hard fate, in thus falling by the per r 
fidious arts and treachery of a woman, after having efcaped Ji t 
many dangers in war, and furvived fo many battles. But it 
is a duty incumbent upon you, my faithful friends, to do fome- 
thing more, than to commemorate my 'death with ufelefs tears* 
It is the principal office of a true friend, to remember the wijhes 
ef thofe with whom they lived tn friendjhip, and fulfil their . 
lafl deftres. If therefore you loved me rather than my fortune , 
you will revenge my death, you will complain to the fenate, and pro- 
fecute the authors of my misfortunes as our laws direcJ. Shew to 
the Roman people my wife, the grandaughter of Auguftus,. 
Jhew them our fx children (S). This fight will move the 
confer ipt fathers to compajjion, which will prove favourable 
to you, who accufe $ and the accufed, if they pretend wicked 
commands, either will not be believed, or not pardoned. At 
thefe words his friends, drowned in tears, taking the dying 
prince by the hand, all fwore, that they would fooncr lofe, 
their lives, than their revenge. Then turning to his wife, he advice 
conjured her by hi* memory, by their common children, and A S"P- 
all the bonds of nuptial love, that ' £he would lay afide her P ma * 
haughty fpirit, and yield to the cruel fhocfes of fortune, left 
on her return to the city £he ihould, hy an unfeaforiable com- 
petition, provoke thofe who were more powerful than herfelf. 
Thus much he fpoke openly, other things he faid in fecret, 
whence it was conje&urcd, that they related to ; Tiberius^ 
warning her perhaps to be upon her guard againfl: his fnares. 
However that be, the words he fpoke to her in fecret were 

(S) Germameus had by Agrippina nine children ; Nero, Drufus 9 
Cuius, furnamed Caligula, three other fons who died infants, and} 
three daughters, born fucceflively in the fpace of three years, 
Agripptna* the mother of Nero, Drujilla, and Lwilla, commonly 
called "Julia. One of the fons that died wa3 fo beautiful a child, 
that Livia had cad fed him to be painted in the habit of Cupid, and 
confecrated the picture in the temple of Venus Capitolina, whence* 
it was removed to Auguftut's chamber, who ufed conftantly to kifs ic 
when he came in |66> * ' ...... 



(£6) Suet, in Caltg. c. 7. 
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His death, his laft ; for he had fcarce done, when he fainted away, and 

foon after expired, to the unexpreflible grief of the province 
and all the neighbouring countries. His funeral was per- 
, formed without any pbtnp, and his body, before it was burnt, 
expofed naked in the forum of Antioch* where the funeral 
pile was eredted.- "Tacitus tells us, that it remained uncertain 
Whether any marks of poifon appeared on the body, the " 
people, who faw it^ giving oppofite accounts, as they pitied 
Germanicus* or favoured Pi/a. But Suetonius fays, that the 
body appeared covered with black and blue fpots, that foani 
flowed from his mouth, and that his heart, the body being 
burnt, was found among the aflies untouched by the flames j 
for the naturalifts of thofe days believed, that the heart, if iij 
the lea ft touched or infected with poifon, could hot be eon- 
fumed with fire. Vitellius* who afterwards charged Pijb 
before the fenate with the death of Germanicus y made ufe of 
this argument to prove, that the prince had been poifoned ? 
and openly declared, that his heart was found intire a- 
mong the aflies *. But after all, this argument, even allowing 
%he truth of the fad, was no ways convincing, fincej in th<i 
opinion of the ancients, the hearts of fuch as died of the ma T 
lady called by the phyficians Cardiaca pajjio^ were equally 
proof againft fire 7. The afhes of the deceafed prince were 
carefully gathered by his wife Agrippina* and inclofed in an 
urn in order to- be conveyed to Rome. 

Such was the end of the renowned Germanicus Cafor, in 
|fche thirty-fourth year of his age, a prince no left famous for 
his military prowefs, than his extraordinary accomplifhments 
and inimitable virtues. The Roman people had fo great an 
opinion of his rare talents and eminent qualities, that they 
■were not afraid openly to declare, on feveral occasions, that, 
fince the time of Scipio Africanus* the gods had not blefled 
Rome with fuch a citizen. He was, fays Tacitus* alike ver 
nerable, whether you faw him or heard him ; and, without 
ever betraying the lean: arrogance or pride, yet fupported the 
dignity of his high ftation. His complaifance to all, his hur 
inanity even to his enemies, his clemency, moderation, and 
engaging behaviour, won him the hearts not only of the Ro" 
man people, but of the barbarians themfelves, who, tho f enemies 
to Rome* yet could not refrain their tears upon the firft news 
they received of the death of Germanicus. Some of them 
at war with one another, and even with Rome* forbore hof- 
tilities for fome time to bewail fo great, fo general, a iofs. 
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Some of their princes cut off their beards, and fhaved their 
wives heads, a token among them of the deepeft forrow. The 
proud monarch of the Parthians denied himfelf for fomc 
time the pleafure of the chafe, without appearing at the or- 
dinary entertainments given by the princes and lords of his 
court ; which was a token of grief, like the fhutting of 
the courts of juftice among the Romans, and never ufed but 
upon fome very extraordinary difaftcr. As for the people of 
Antioch, they carried their grief to impiety ; for hearing 
that Germanicus was dead, in the tranfport of their forrow 
they threw ftones at their temples, overturned their altars, 
flung contemptuoufly their houfliold gods out of doors, &c. 
nay, fome of them, in the height of their grief and indigna- 
tion, expofed and forfook their new-born children. Strange 
tokens of forrow thefe ! It is more eafy to conceive than ex- 
prefs the confternation which die news of his death occafioned 
in Rome, where he was adored by all ranks of men (T). The The grief 
firft account of his illnefs alarmed the whole city j but while °f theKo- 
they were impatiently waiting between hope and fear for far- mai1 t*°ft* 
ther intelligence r in the evening a report was fpread, nobody ever 
knew how, that he was recovered and in good health. Here- 
upon the people, not able to refrain their joy, flew immedi- 
ately with victims and facrifices to the capitol, impatient to 
difcharge the vows they had made for his recovery. Tiberius* 
awaked out of his fleep with the noife of their mutual congra- 
tulations and loud fhoutsof joy, had the mortification to hear 
the following words echoed in every ftreet, Salva Roma, fal~ 

(T) He was to fuch, a degree beloved by the people, fays Sueto- 
ntus (67), not only of Rome, but in the provinces, that when he 
departed or arrived at any place, fuch crowds attended him, that 
he was often^^i danger of being (lifted in the throng. On his re- 
turn from Germany* after having appeafed the mutinous legions, 
all the praetorian cohorts went out to meet him, though two only 
had orders to pay him that compliment. As for the people, the 
road was thronged with perfons of all ages and ranks for twenty 
miles dtftance (68). ^ The people, faysfira/ar, (69), adored him, not 
only on account of his own good qualities, but likewife for the fake 
of his father Drufitt, whofe memory was dear to every true Ro- 
man , no one doubting, but he would hve reftored Rome to her an- 
tient liberty, had he ever fucceeded to the empire. Of Germani- 
cus they entertained the fame hopes ; and hence their partiality 
for him, before he was of an age to gain their affedtions by his per- 
fonal qualities. 

(67) Idem ibid, c. 4. (68) Idem ibid. c. 3. (6a) Taeifl 

«W. /. 1. c. 33. 
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va pair! a } falvus Germanicus 5 Rome is fafe 9 our country is 
fafe y ftnce Germanicus is Jafe, But their joy. was foon chang- 
ed into the deepeft forrow 3 certain news of his death arriving 
the next day, nothing was heard in the ftreets, nothing in 
the houfes, but fighs, outcries, lamentations, and complaints. 
Without any orders from the prince or fenate, all the courts 
ofjuftice, the houfes of the citizens, and (hops, were fhur, 
. and the moft frequented ftreets, no one appearing abroad, 
turneJ into a defert. The emperor by feveral edi&s endea- 
voured to reftrain thefe public exprcflions of grief ; but even 
the moft cautious, not able to moderate their forrow, in fpite 
of all his edi&s, continued to mourn, though invited by the 
feftivals ot December to mirth and jollity z . His death was 
the more regretted, as he was commonly fuppofed to have 
been poifoned by Pifo ,at the inftigation of Tiberius and Livia y 
the only two perfons in the whole Roman empire, fays Dion », 
who were not affe&ed withfo great, fo general, a lofs (U)., 

And 

* SuET.inCalig. c. 6. a Dio. 1. Ivii. p. 615. 

■ • 

c (U) Germanicus was not only an excellent commander, but an 
.eloquent orator, and, if 6 W did not flatter him, one of the bed 
poets of his age (70). He exprened his thoughts with great eafc 
and elegance both in Greek and Latin, and pleaded feveral caufts 
with extraordinary applaufe (7 1). He gave a fpecimen of his taffe 
for poetry in fome Greek comedies, which, as he was thorough 
mailer of that language, he wrote and publifhed. St. Jerom and 
LaSantius tell us, that he tranflated into Latin a treatife of aftrono- 
iay, written originally in Greek by Aratus, under the title of Pba* 
nomena : but VoJJius and Rutgerfius afcribe this tranflation to the 
emperor Domitian, who affurned the title of Germanicus as we (hall 
obferve hereafter. But what above all gained • the affections both 
of the Romans and foreigners was, the extraordinary fweetnefs 
of his temper, his affability, complaifance, and obliging behaviour, 
even towards the meaneft of the populace, a behaviour no ways af- 
fected, but to him quite natural, as anting from a tincere denre of 
doing every one the beft offices he could. Auguftus was fo taken 
with thefe good qualities, that he was long in fufpcnfe, if Suetonius 
is to be credited (72), whether he Ihould declare him his fucceffor 
himfelf, or leave him to be adopted by Tartar. Soon after hii 
death Tiberius abandoned himfelf to all manner of cruelties, which 
added new luftrc to the memory of the deceafed prince, and made 
him the more regretted, every one concluding from thence, that, 
had he lived, the emperor would never have dared to commit fuch 

(70 ) Ovid.FaJt. /./.«• 23: (71) Suet. ibid. c. 3- (7*1 
Suet, ibid, c. 4.. 
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And now the government of Syria being vacant, by the 
death of Germanicus and flight of Pifo y the lieutenants of the 
legions, and fenators, who were at Antioch^ committed the 
adminiirration of the province to Cneius Sentius y who, at the 
fuit of Vitellius and Veranius^ two illuftrious fenators and 
friends to Germanicus , immediately feized and fent to Rome 
one Martina* a woman infamous in that province for poi- 
foning, and greatly cherifhed by Plancina. In the mean n, ° *J*J 
time, Pifo being overtaken at the ifland of Cous by a meflen- fi r *jf 
gcr, acquainting him with the death of Germanic us , did not J^J ^. 
fo much as pretend to difguife his joy, but caufed victims to cus nl " 
be publicly flain, and repaired with thankfgiving to the tem- 
ples for fo fignal a favour. His wife Plancina declared her 

joy in a manner ftili more arrogant and infulting ; for fhe 
no fooner heard that Germanicus was dead, than, throwing 
off* her mourning, which (he wore for the death of her lifter, 
ftie appeared in a drefs adapted to gaiety and mirth. The cen- 
turions of the army, which Pifo had commanded in Syria % 
flocked to him, affuring him, that the legions were ready to 
receive him, and reinftate him in the government, which had 
been injurioufly taken from him. Hereupon Pifo fummoned 
a council of his friends to confult what meafurcs he had heft 
purfue y whether he fhould go with all fpced to Rome, or re- 
turn to Syria. His fon Marcus Pifo was for the former, but 
Domitius Celer y an intimate friend of Pifo, declared for the 
latter, and prevailed. But as Pifo was well appnfed, that 
Sentius would oppofe him, which would give rife to a civil 
war in Syria , in order to bias Tiberius in his favour, he 
tranfmitted a letter to. him, RUe*! with inveclives again ft the 
conduct, luxury, and pride of Germanicus - y he inlarged «n 
the injuftice the young prince had done him in driving him 
put of his government, nd concluded with acquainting the empe- 

execfles (73). His military exploits we have related above ; and 
therefore (hall only obferve here, that after his death the inhabi- 
tants of Antioch compared him. to Alexander the Great, as to the 
gtacefulnefs of his perfon, the nobility of his defcent, his age, the 
circumftances of his death, &c . and concluded, that if his autho- 
rity had been uncontrolled, he would have equalled that great 
warrior in the glory of his conquelts, as he far furpaffed him in 
prudence, clemency, moderation, and other virtues (74V And 
indeed, if he had not been Hope in (he midft of his career, and 
fnatched away from his victorious legions, he would, in all likeli- 
hood, have compleated the final reduction of Germany, already 
broken by fo many ovc throws. 



(73) Idem 1 c. 5. (74) Tacit. annaL /. iV. c. 70, 

Vol. XIII. Q.qq ror> 
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Here/elves ror, that he was preparing to return to his province, and refume 
to return with his former lovaltv the care of the army. In the mean 
to bis go- time, putting Domitius Celer on board a galley, he fent him 
*vernment* before him into Syria, while he himfelf, having formed into 

companies the defer ters, who flocked to him from all parts, 
and the fervants who attended the camp, failed over to the 
continent, where he had the good luck to intercept a body 
of new-raifed foldiers on their march into Syria. He alfo 
wrote to the petty kings of Cilicia, ordering them to join him 
with all their forces- By this means, having got together a 
conliderable body of men, he put to fea again, and fleering 
along the coafts of Lycia and Pampbylia, met the fleet, which 
carried Agrlppina with the afhes of her hufband to Rotne. 
Both fleets prepared for battle ; but, a? they were afraid of 
each other, they proceeded no farther than to hard words. 
Vibius Mar [us, who commanded Agrippina's galleys, fum- 
moned Pifo as a criminal to his trial at Rome, which fummons 
he anfwered with derifion and contempt. After this both 
fleets continued their courfe, the one for Italy, the other for 
Cilicia, where Pifo made a defcent, and feized a ftrong caftle 
on the frontiers of Syria ; which Sentius no fooner underflood, 
than he flew thither at the head of his legions, overthrew PU 
jo's men at the firfl: onfet, obliged him to take fhelter be- 
hind the walls of the caftle, and foon reduced him to fuch 
■ftraights, that he offered to furrender the place, upon condi- 
tion that Sentius would fuffer him to remain there till the em- 
H is fore- P eror ' s plcafurc was known. But this being rejected, and 
edtoaban-*-^ place reduced to the utmoft extremity, he was forced to 
don Syria, fubrnit upon what terms Sentius thought fit toimpofe upon him, 

which were, that he fhould forthwith embarque, and return 
to Ror t;e b . 

During thefe troubles in the eaft, thefenatewas wholly taken 

up at Rome with inventing and decreeing new honours to Germa- 

nicus, in order to eternalize the memory of a prince fo much be- 

Honours loved, and fo well deferving of the empire. It was decreed, that 

decreed at \\[ s name fhould be inferted in the Salian hymns (W ) ; that cu- 

Romc to ru | e chairs fhould be placed for him among the priefts of Auguflm 
Germa- 

*> Tacit, c. 74— 82 v 

fW) This honour was peculiar to the gods ; for, till this time, 
only their names were fung in the Salian hymns. Afterwards M. 
Ant on: nu i the philofopher ordered the fame honour to be conferred 
cn his fon Ferus, as Spartianus informs us {74). 



incus. 



(74; Sfart. in M. Anton, pbihfopk. 
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(X), and oaken crowns hung over them, as an acknowledg- 
ment of his having faved many citizens ; that his ftatue in 
ivory fhould be carried before the proceffion at the Circenfian 
panics ; an honour peculiar to the gods, and fuch men as 
were deified ; that none but one of the Julian family fhould 
be appointed flamcn or augur in his room, &c. To thefe 
honours triumphal arches were ad dec!, one at Rome? another 
on the banks of the Rhine, and a third upon mount Amanus 
in Syria, with inferiptions of his exploits, and a declaration 
that he died for the republic ; a fepulchre at Antioch, where 
his body was burnt ; and a tribunal at Epidaphne? where he 
ended his life (Y). Many fratues were raifed to him, and 
many places appointed for paying him divine honours. Some 
were for decreeing to him, as a great matter of eloquence, a 
golden fhield, remarkable for its bulk (Z) ; but this Tiberius 

would 

(X) It was deemed a particular mark of diftinclion at Rome, for 
any one to have a fixed place allotted him at the public (hows. 
This honour was in procefs of time improved by flattery, and ex- 
tended not only to fuch as were abfent, but even to the dead. P^ 
Valerius Poplicola, who was made dictator in the year of Rome 409^ 
firlt enjoyed the honour of being diltinguifhed, though abfent, with 
a fixed place in the circus, which was allotted to him and his pos- 
terity (75)- The fame honour was afterwards bellowed upon Ju- 
lius Ceefur, AJ. Marcel/us, and others, with this improvement ; 
thatcurule chairs with golden crowns fhould be placed for them in 
the circus and theatre, even after their death, to preferve their me- 
mory ( 76 J. The emperor Sewerus caufed three curule chairs to be 
placed in the theatre, to honour thereby the memory of Pertinax 
( 77). To Germanicus was probably decreed but one chair in each 
of the three theatres. 

(Y) 'Tacitus tells us, that he died at Epidapbne y a celebrated 
place in the neighbourhood of Antioch y of which we have fpoken. 
in our hiflory of Syria j but all other writers agree, that he ended 
his days in the city of Antiocb (78). 

(Z) It was an antient cuftom among the Romans to let up the 
images of illuftrious men in the curia, and in their temples. Thus 
the image of Scipio Africanus was fet up in the temple of Jupiter 
Capito/btus, and that of Cato the cenfor in the curia, or fenate houfe, 
as we read in Valerius Maximus (70,). AuguJI us caufed the images of 
ail thofe Romans % who before his time had eminently diftinguimed 
themfelves, in the arts either of peace or war, to be fet up in the 
curia, allotting to each profelfion its proper place. Thus Tacitus 

(75-) Liv. I is. {y6)Dio. /. xli<v. (77) Xiphil. I. in. (7^ 

Dio. 1. \v\i; p. 615. Suet, in Tib. c. \ 9 &c. (79) Fal. Max. 
1. viii. c. 1 5, 
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would riot allow, faying, that in eloquence no regard was to 
be had to the dignity of the perfon, and that therefore he 
himfelf would dedicate a fhield equal in fize to thofe of other 
orators, it being fulficient glory for him to be ranked a- 
mongft: the antient writers. The Roman knights, in their 
turn, to honour the memory of the deceafed prince, agreed 
to change the name of that body of horfe, which, being 
compofed of the young nobility, was ftyled The Jquaclron of 
the juniors ^ and call it thenceforth The fquadron of Germam- 
cus, appoi: ting at the fame time, that the effigies of Gertna- 
7iicus fhould be carried before the faid fquadron as their 
ftandard at their public reviews, which were annually made on 
the Ues of "July c. In the height of the public grief Liv'ta^ 
Livilla de* called alfo Livilla, filler to Germanicus and wife to Drufus, 
liwered of was delivered of male twins, which proved fuch matter of 
male j 0 y £ 0 Tiberius, that he could not help boafting to the fenate,* 
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tells us, that the image of Hortenjius was placed amongft the ora- 
tors. The like honour the fathers Were now for decreeing to Gtr- 
tnanicusy as to one of the matters of eloquence. Thefe images are 
called by the antiencs Jhields (80), becaufe engraved in gold, filver, 
6r brafs. in the form of a ftiield. This is the common opinion ; 
though fome writers think, that in Latin they ought not to be cal- 
led clypei 9 which word fignifies a Jhield ; but cfufiea, that is, engraro* 
tdwoiky from the antient word c/uere, to engrave This derivation 
Pliny defpifes as a fond conceit of the grammarians : S cutis qualibus 

ad Trojam pugnatum eft, fays he, continebantur imagines \ unde (ff »o- 
men habuere clypeorum* nan, ut perverfa grammaticorum Jubtilitas 
votu'tt, a cluendo. However, Li*vy calls them clupea ; clupea, fayi 
he, de tolumnis dtmpjtt v 3i). Frequent mention is made of thefc 
mields in antient inscriptions : Lipjius quotfcs the following: Huic. 
Decur tones. Funus. Publicum. Statu am Eque/irem . Clypeum. Argcn* 
teum Locum Sepulturae . Decreverunt. Thefe fhiclds were fome- 
times hung up to preferve the memory of the deceafed without any 
effigies, and only with the names of the perfons, by whom, and to 
whofe honour they were offered (82). Such fliields were fometimei 
fct up by private perfons, to honour the memory of their anceftora, 
without any order Or decree of the fenate j for Pliny, in fpeaking 
of Jppit/s Claudius, who was con ful in the year of Aome 259, fay$» 
that he was the firll, who, though a private perfon, fet up in public, 
and conlecrated the fhields of his anceltora (83). 

(80 > Vide Plin I. iii c 7. Suet, in Domit. Capitol, in Aritonm. 
1 rebel in Claud. Liv. I. \x. Phil, legat ad Caium. (81) Urn. 

I lx. IS a} Vide Phil Jud. ubi fttpra. (S$) Fide Lip. in 

txcurf in lib. ii • annaL Taciti, littra 2V. 

that 
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that to no Roman of the fame rank had ever before been born 
two fons at a birth. But the increafe of Drufus 9 ^ family 
doubled the grief of the people, who faw with regret that of 
their beloved Germanicus removed farther and farther from 
the throne d . T his fame year fevere laws were enacted by 
the fenaie to reft rain the lewdnets of women, and it was pro- 
vided, that no woman fhould proftitute herfelf, whofe father, Laws it- 
grandfather, or hufband, were Roman knights. The fathers gainftthe 
were prompted to make this prohibition by the mbnftrous im- iewdnefs 
pudence of one Fi/iilla, who, though a lady of great quali- of<womeu. 
ty, and horn of a prsetorian family, was not afhamed to ap- 
pear before the rediles, and publicly declare herfelf a profti- 
tute, purfuant to an antient law, which obliged all women, 
who became venal, to acknowledge their infamy before the 
above-mentioned magiftrates. By this public declaration the 
antient Romans had thought proftitutes fufficiently punilh- 
ed ; but Viftilla making no account of fuch a chaitifement, 
and the fathers fearing other women of diftin&ion might 
follow her example, they publifhed the above-mentioned 
prohibition, and at the fame time banifhed the infamous 
Fiji ilia to the ifland of Scripbos. Meafures were alfo taken by T&ejcxvtfh 
the fathers for utterly extirpating the Jeuuijh and Egyptian and Egy-p- 
ceremonies j and, by a decree of the fenate, four thoufand tian cere- 
young men, all defcended from manumitted flaves, and in- moniesabo- 
fe&ed, fays Tacitus ^ with that fuperftition, were inrolled HJhedat 
and tranfported to Sardinia, to fupprefs the robbers who in- Rome, 
fefted that ifland : if they per idled through the badnefa of the 
air* the fenate thought it would be no great lofs (A). The 

reft 

d Idem, c. 84. 

(A) Jofepbus complains of this feverity ; for, according to him, 
the four thoufand men fent into Sardinia were all Jews. Suetonius 
agrees with yofepbus. Tiberius, fays that writer, put a flop to fo- 
reign ceremonies, and likewife to the Egyptian and yenuijb ritei, 
obliging all thofe, who were inclined to fuch fuperftitions, to burn 
the furniture belonging to their religion. He lifted the Jewijh 
youth, and fent them into the mod peftilent and unwholfonie pro- 
vinces under his command, obliging the remainder of that nation, 
and fuch as followed their footileps, to depart the city upon pain 
of perpetual flavery. Thus far Suetonius (84). To the expulfion 
of the Jews an impoftor of that nation gave occafion, who, being 
obliged to fly his country for a breach of the laws, retired to 
Rome, where he fee up for an expounder of the law of Mofes, and, 

(84) Suet, in Tib. c. 36, 

with 
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reft were ordered to depart Rome, and all Italy, if within a 
ftated time they did not renounce their national ceremonies e . 

The 

c Idem, c. 85. 

with the afliftance of three others, all of the fame flamp with him- 
felf, gained over to the Je<wijb religion one Ful<via, the wife of 
Satuminus, a woman of great diftinftion. The zealous profelyte 
was eafily perfuaded to make a rich prefent of purple and gold to 
the temple of ytrufalem, which (he delivered to her directors ; but 
they, inftead of fending the offering to Jerufalem. converted it to 
their own ufe. This Fufaia difclofed to her hufband, and he to 
the emperor, who thereupon ordered all the Jews to depart Rome % 
a.fter having lifted four thoufand of their youth, and fent them in- 
to Sardinia, Jofephtis tells us, that fuch as fcrupled ferving in the 
Roman army were feverely punifhed (85). Ac the fame time the 
Egyptians were driven out of Rome, and their rites utterly fupprcf. 
fed: they had been formerly forbidden by Auguftus {,86;, btit at 
this time that prohibition was renewed and enforced, on occafion of 
a very fcandalous itory related at length by yo/epbus. Deem 
Mundus, a young Raman knight, falling in love with a married lady 
of the firft quality in Rome, byname Paulina, and not being able 
to prevail upon her, as fhe was a mirrour of chaltity, even with 
the offer of two hundred thoufand drachmas, to comply with his 
unlawful defircs, had recourfe to the priefts of the god I/is. Thefe 
pretending that the god Anubis, to whoie worfhip Paulina was 
greatly addicted, was in love with her, perfuaded her to pafs a 
night in the temple of that deity; when Mundus, by paying down 
twenty live thoufand drachmas to the prieils, and promifing them 
the like fum, obtained what he had in vain applied for to Paulina 
herfelf with the tender of two hundred thoufand drachmas. The 
next day the deluded lady bragging of the honour done her by the 
Egyptian deity, fome believed her, while others afcribed the whole 
to the ilrength of her imagination. But three days after Mundus 
meeting her, / thank you, Paulina, faid he, for facing me two /hun- 
dred thou fan d drachmas , and granting me at the Jam e time, not under 
the name of Mundus, but of Anubis, the favours <wbicb I nvoidi 
icilling/y have pur chafed at fo dear a rate. At thefe words the vir- 
tuous Paulina was thunder llruck ; (lie burft into tears, tore her 
garments, and, haltening to her hufband, fhe acquainted him how 
fhe had been abuied, and betrayed by the prieib : and, drowned in 
tears, befought him to evert himlelf in the profecution of the 
prieils, by whom her Qmplicity and credu'ity had been thus enor- 
moufly abufed. Hereupon her hufband complained to the empe- 
ior, relating to him every particular of fo bale an adtion ; and he, 
upon a nairovv enquiry into the fait, and a ftriS examination of 



( 8 5) 7°ftpb. an tig./, xviii. c. 5* (86) Dio. /. liv. p. 525. 

the 
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The fame year Tiberius gave fevcral inftances of genero- 
fity, which ought not to be omitted. Occia, who had pre- 
sided over the veftals tifty-feven years with great reput; rion 
of fanctimony, being deuu, he repreftnted to the fenac, dial 
another virgin was to be chofen in her room j and Fonteius 
Jgrippa and JJinius Pollio offering their daughters, he thank- 
ed them both for their regard to the commonwealth, but pre- 
ferred PoIlio 9 s daughter, tor no other reafon, but becaufe her 
mother had had but one hufbaud : to comfort the other, 
who was poftponed, he gave her for her fortune a thoufand 
great fefterces. Corn being very dear, he fettled the price hiftancesof 
which the buyer was to pay; and that the feller might not Tiberius' j 
Iofe the advantage naturally aiiiing from the fcarcity of grain, generojity. 
he took upon himfelf to pa/ two nummi, that is, fourteen 
pence of our money, a bufliel, over and above the fixed 
price. For thefe bounties the people offered him again the title 
of Father of his country, which lie rejected, and at the fame 
time fharply rebuked luch as ft vied him lord, (hewing there- 
by, fays Tacitus, that though he dreaded liberty, yet he could 
not abide flattery. The fame author tells us, upon the autho- 
rity of the writers of thofe times, forne of them fen,) tors, that 

letters were read in the fenate from AJgandsJlrius, prince 

of the Catti, offering to difpatch Arminius, provided puifon 

were fent him for that purpofe : to which Tiberius returned 

this anfwer ; that it was not the cuftom of the Roman people 

to take vengeance on their enemies by treachery, but openly 

and in the field ; wherein he gained equal glory, fays our hif- 

torian, with the ann'ent Roman commanders, who would not 

fuffcr king Pyrrhus to be poifoued, but difciofed to him the 

whole plot. Arminius, however, after the departure of the Death of 

Romans, and expulfion of his rival in power Maroboduus, at- Arminius. 

tempting to inflave his country, fell by the treachery of his 

kindred in the thirty-fcveiuh year of his age. Tacitus calls 

the priefts, finding them guilty, ordered them all to be crucified, 
the temple of Anubis to be pulled down, his ftacue to be thrown 
into the Tiber y the Egyptian rites to be utterly fuppreffed, and all 
who profelTed them to be banifhed Rome. lda> the freed woman 
of Mundus's father, who firft advifed him to apply to the priefls, 
for which advice (he received fifty thoufand drachmas, was crucifi- 
ed with the prielte .; but Mundus himfelf was only banifhed, Tibe- 
rius exempting him, fays Jofephus, from a more feverc puniftimcnt 
in regard of his paffion, which was fo violent, that, finding the 
chafle Paulina proof againlt all temptation, he had refolvcd to ltarve 
himfelf to death. 

C87) Jofcpk. antiq. /. xviii. c. 4. 

him, 



49^ Roman HiJIory. Book HI", 

him, not undefervedly, the deliverer of Germany ; for under 
his conduct the Germans {hook of? the Roman yoke, and 
long maintained their liberties, in fpite of the utmoft: efforts 
of the generals fenc from Rome to bring them again under 
fubjedtion. He commanded the troops of his country twelve 
years, during which time he was often defeated, but always 
found means to repair his Io/Ies, and renew the war with, 
frefh vigour . His name in Tacitus 9 s time was (till celebrat- 
ed by his countrymen in their fongs (. Pliny obfcrves, that 
this year on the eighth of July a new ifland was formed near 
that of Deles in the archipelago B . 
Agrippi- In the beginning of the next year, M. Valerius MeffalU 
na's am- nus and M. durclius Cotta being confuls, Jgrippina arrived 
W*»lta- ac Brundfjfuii with the afhes of her deceafed hufb.mJ, and 
k*e?bs of WaS receive< * at ner Ending with tokens of the deepeft for- 
9 her bus- rovv > not only by the inhabitants of that, but of all the neigh- 
band bouring cities, who had flocked to Brundujium to condole 

wich her on fo melancholy an occafian. She no fooner ap- 
peared on the £hore, attended by her two children, Caius and 
Julia, with the funeral urn in her arms, and her eyes fixed 
on the ground, than the whole multitude burft into tears j 
nothing was heard but groans, outcries, and lamentations, 
friends, relations, ftrangers, being equally affe&ed at the fight 
of fo moving an object. Tiberius had difpatched two prae- 
torian cohorts to attend the remains of the deceafed prince 
from Brundujium to Rome, and ordered the magiftrates of 
Calabria, Apulia, and Campania to pay their lafr offices to 
tlie memory of his fon. The urn therefore was carried on 
the thouhlers of the tribunes and centurions, and accompani- 
ed by the chief magiftrates of the places through which it 
paffed, the lienors of the deceafed general marching before it 
with their fafces reverfed (B). When the funeral proceflioi\ 

arrived 

f Idem, c. 88. * Plik. I. ii. c. 87. 

(B) This cuftom of carrying the fafces reverfed in token of grief 
is like wife mentioned by Pedo in his elegy to Livia ; 

Quoipritnum njidi fafces , in fun ere xn'di, 
Et 'uidi verjoj, indie iumque malt. 

And Statius .- 

<verjis ducunt injignibus ipji 
{ Cr a jug en a reges 88). 

, (88) Stat. Tbcbaid. L vi. 

Not 
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arrived at any Roman colony, the nobility in their befl appa- 
rel, and the people in mourning, flew victims, creeled altars, 
and burnt perfumes, teftifying with loud lamentation? their 
common farrow. The nearer they drew to Rorne^ the greater Hoiv re- 
was the concourfc. At Tcrracina they were met by Drufus^ ceived* 
the fon of Tiberius, by Claudius , Germanicus's younger bro- 
ther, and by fuch of his children as had been left at Rome. 
At fome diftance from the city the confeript fathers, with the 
confuls at their head, and immenfe crouds of people, hncd 
the road, through which- the proceflion pa/Ted, all di owned 
in tears and teftifying their grief with fi^hs, in which flattery 
had no fhare, every one being well apprifed haw real was the 
joy, how infincere was the grief of "Tiberius. Neither he nor 
his mother Livia appeared abroad, cither becaufe they thought 
it below their grandeur to lament publicly, or through fear of 
betraying in their countenances fome marks of joy amidfr. the 
public lamentations (Cj. The remains of the deceafed were 
reported in the tomb of Augu/?us,the whole city attending them 
to the field of Mars, where that (lately monument was erect- 
ed, and crying aloud in the height of their grief, that the re- 
public was utterly ruined, that no farther hope remained, as 
if they had forgot by whom they were governed. But no- 
thing offended Tiberius i'o much as the affection which the 
people fhewed for jfgrippi?>.7 9 calling her, Toe ornament of 
her country , the c-ily blo/d if Auguftus, a true pattern of an- 

Not only the lictors carried their fafces reverfed, but the foldiers 
their arm-, as appears from the funeral proceflion, which Virgil 
defcribes on occafi.oii of the death cf P alias : 



Turn 7::rr[la phalanx Teucriqtte fcquuntur. 



Tyrrbenique duces \ & <vcrfis A i cades a; mis (89). 

It is wrl? known, th.lt Virgil introduces in his poem the cuftoms that 
prevailed at Rome. 

(C) Tacitus tells us, that neither in any hiflorinn, nor in the 
jr.muis of the ciry, he could find, that Antonia, the mother of 
C t rr..2>ticus, boic any part in the funeral, though AgHppiua, Drtt- 
Claudius, and the orlicr relations of the deceafed, were there 
recorded by name. Perhaps fhe was prevented by licknefs. ; pcr- 
h'-ps flie was fenfible, that ihe would have f.:nk under the weighc 
of her forrow ; cr e!fc Ihe wa? detained by Tiberius, that he and 
i'vv;mi*ht feem to have followed her example, rnd the people 
110 * think it iVrarrje, that the grandmother and uncle had ablcnted 
taiinltivr-5 when the mother had not appcirel ; but afcribe their 
».«. to liic .j-icc-ule, -z-.'z. an tqu:.l uU'dio.i. 

(» j, I' *'.'** sLi'U-iJ. /. xi. *v 92, Hi, 
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Drufus'i 

artful an- 
fiver to 
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tlent virtue? and at the fame time imploring the bleflings of 
the gods for her hTue, that they might outlive the perfecti- 
ons of the wicked. As the people fet no bounds to their grief, 
he thought proper to check it by a public decree, exhorting 
them to refume their feveral vocations, and, as the Magne- 
fan games were at hand, to indulge them felves in their ufuai 
diverfions, now they had by their lamentations given fuffici- 
ent vent to their grief. He urged the examples of the deified 
Julius and the deified Augufius, who upon the lofs, the for- 
mer of an only daughter, the latter of his beloved grand fons, 
had both got the better of their forrow ; he put them alfo in 
mind of the conftancy with which the Roman people had for- 
merly borne the flaughter of their armies, the death of their 
generals, and the utter deftrudlion of many noble families, 
adding, that princes were mortal, but the commonwealth e- 
ternal. The emperor's decree was immediately complied 
with, as to the external appearance ; the courts of juftice 
were opened again, public affairs refumed, and an end put to 
the vacation. Z)rufus y who was come to Rome on purpofe 
to attend the funeral, returned to the army in Illyricum\ 
which he had fcarce reached, when Pifo appeared in the camp, 
hoping to find the young prince lefs incenfed againft him for 
the death of a brother, than favourable to him for the remo- 
val of a rival. Drufus at their firft meeting told him, that 
if the crime laid to his charge was true, he would be the nrft 
to revenge it , but that he hoped the current report was 
groundless, and that the death of Germanicus would be per- 
nicious to none. This declaration he made in public, and 
carefully avoided all private interviews with Pifo. This art- 
ful anlvver and the cautious behaviour of a youth, otherwife 
frank and unwary, prompted mo ft people to believe, that he 
had been inftrmSted beforehand by his father how to behave in 
fo nice and critical a conjuncture. Young Pifo, whom the 
father had fent to Rome with instructions how to foften the 
emperor, was received very kindly by him, ar.d honoured 
with fuch pre fonts as were u fit ally be (towed on the fons of 
governors, when they returned from the provinces. This he 
did to fhew himfclf utterly unbiased. In the mean time, 
news was brought, that Martina? famous for the art of pol- 
lening, who, as we have related above, had been fent in cuf- 
tody towards Rt.vir, was found dead at Brunduftum with poi- 
fvMi bound up in the knots of her hair, but without any marks 
of p'iifun on her body. Whether her doaih was accidental, 
o; procured bv piivate orders from Tiberius or Pifo? was ne- 
\. r kno.vn. Bv her death the accuiers were deprived o( their 

c evidence > I'j; ihe had ever Ir.cJ in cLTe confidence with 

Pfattdna 
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Plancina , and the fenate hoped to extort from her, l>y force 
of torments, a flncere confefil^n of the crime and adifcovery 
of her accomplices. Not long after Pi Jo arrived at Rome Cn. Fifo 
with his wife Plancina, and landed, as he had imbarqucd, at wrivu «/ 
Narnia upon the 2Vbr, and thence failed into the Tiber^ near Rome, 
the tomb of Atguftus^ where the afbes of Germanicus hatl 
been lately reported. This with their infolent behaviour 
heightened the indignation of the people ; for they both ap- 
peared with gay countenances, and, attended with a nume- 
rous retinue, he of clients and domeftics and (he of women, 
proceeded to their flately p.dace, which overlooked the fo- 
rum, and was on occafion of their return magnificently a- 
dorned and illuminated. The night they patted in rcjnycing?, 
having invited their friends and relations to a great banquet, 
with which they folemnized their fafe arrival. But the very . 
next day Pifo was arraigned by Vitellius, feranius, and ethers ^ rrai £ 7 '*- 
who had attended Germanicus^ before the emperor ; who, after 
having heard in a private audience the charge of the accufers 
and the defence of the accufed, referred the intite caufe to the 
fenate, being well apprifed of the reflections that would be 
cart upon him, whether he condemned or abfolved the accuf- 
ed. When the fenate met for this great trial, Tiberias made 
a fpeech full of affected moderation 5 he told the confci ij.t 
fathers, that Pi Jo had been his father's lieutenant and friend, 
and lately appointed by himfelf, at the direction of the fe- 
nate, to affift Gerynanicus in fettling the aftairs of the cad : 
whether he had there by his haughttnefs and oppofuion 
provoked the young prince, and rejoiced at his death, 
or wickedly procured it, thev were then to judge with , 
unbiased minds, " If you find him guilty, Hud the cmpe- 7**1™' 9 
ror, of having only exceeded the bounds of his com m if- f^ C ^ nafe 
Hon, and not fubmitted to the will of his general, or even on 0Cm 
« c of having betrayed joy at his death and mv affliction, I ea Jion 

ever hate him and banifli him from mv houle ; but 
cannot for private injuries exert the prince, and condemn 
him as a criminal. But if you find him guilty of Ger- 
manicus* & death, it is incumbent upon you to revenge it, 
and afford his children, and us his father and grandmother, 
the fat is fact ion of feeing him punifhed for fitch an enormous 
attempt. Examine too with great care, whether he en- 
deavoured to debauch the army, whether he countenanced t 
liceutioufnefs in the foldiery, or attempted to recover the 
province by force of arms. I havejuft caufe to be offend- 
ed with the indifcrcct zeal of his accufers: to what pur- 
pofc ftrip the corpfc, and cxpole it naked to (he eves of 
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ci the multitude ? Why was it proclaimed among foreign na- 
cc tion^, that he was taken off by poifon, if all this was ft ill 
cc doubtful and remains to be examined ? I am grieved for 
tc the de.it h of mv Ion, and ever /hall lament fo great a lofs ; 
ec but fa; be it from me any ways to hinder the accufed from 
cc doing all he can to Ihew his innocence, or even from ex^ 
<c pofing and laying open the faults of Germanicus^ if he had 
iC any faults. I befeech you to proceed with the fame im- 
tC partiality : let not your regard to me miflead you to take 
4t crimes for proved, becaufc they are committed again ft inc. 
c * As for the accufed, if he has any friends or relations, let 
cc them exert their eloquence, and ufe their utmoft endea- 
<c vours to clear him from the crimes laid to his charge. Let 
<c his accufers take the fame pains to convict him of the 
ct charge which is brought again ft him : by this means we 
(hail be able to judge impartially, to abfolve the accufed, if 
innocent; to condemn him, if guilty." Two days were 
then allowed to the accufers to make good their charge, and 
fix days after, three to the accufed to make his defence. The 
Articles articles of impeachment, brought againft Pifo by Servaus y 
of im- Veranius, and Vitellius y were, that he had permitted a gene- 
peaebment ral licentioufnefs in the army, and corrupted the common fol- 
brougbt diers to that degree, that he was ftyled, by the moft profligate, 
againft father of the legions ; that he had abufed in a moft outrage- 

ous manner the friends of Germanicus 5 and laftly, that by 
poifon and witchcraft he had deftroyed Germanicus himfelf, 
and borne arms againft the commonwealth ; infomuch, that 
they had been obliged to engage and defeat him before they 
could bring him to his trial. He defended himfelf but weakly 
againfr. theic accufations ; only the charge of poifoning Ger- 
manicus couid not be fufHcicntly proved. However, the fe- 
nate could not be pcrfumlcd, that Germanicus had died a na- 
tural death ; end at the fame time the people were heard cry- 
ing aloud, at the dour of the fenate-houfe, that though the fa- 
thers ubfolved the accufed, yet he fhould not efcape the pu- 
nishment due to his crimes ; nay, they had already overturn- 
ed the ftatues of Pi/bj and would have dragged them to the 
Jca/cr: Gemorlit* the place where criminals were executed, had 
they not been lcfcucd by Tiberius** orders. Thefe diftur- 
lunces induced the fenate to put <.iY the final dccilion of 
t the caufj i and Pijo^ that he might not he expo fed to the 
ouira'/es of the incci.fcd multitude, was conveyed to his houfe 
in a hUer, fallowed b) a tiihuneof a praetorian cohoir, whom 
ionic looked up^>n a* a guard for his lUfety, otheis as the 
minuter of hid death. 

The 
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The people were no lefs incenfed againft Plancina than Prfo aban~ 
pifo but fhe, having by the fecret foTicitations of Li via ^onedby 
fecured her own pardon, began by degrees to drop her huf- 
band, and to make a feparate defence, though fhe had declared Pl anciua * 
from the beginning, that fhe would employ all her intereft 
and favour with Livia in behalf of both, and that by the 
fame fentence they fhould both be either abfolved or con- 
demned. This fo difheartened Pfb, who had placed more 
confidence in the intereft of his wife, than his own, that he 
was fome time in fufpenfe whether he fhould make any farther 
defence. But his fon prevailed upon him to appear once more 
before the fenate, and try whether he could move the fathers 
or 'Tiberius to companion. But the fenate proving impla- 
cable, and the emperor carefully avoiding to fhew, even in his 
countenance, the leaft mark of tendernefs towards him in hi* 
diftrefs, he returned home, as if he defigned to prepare for 
his farther defence againft the next day. But inftead of that, 
he wrote a letter to the emperor, which he fealed and de- 
livered to his freedmen. He then bathed, according to the 
Roman cuftom, and fupped as ufual. His wife kept him 
company till the night was far fpent, and then retired ; which 
Ihe had no fooner done, than Pifo ordered the door of the 
chamber to be fliut, and was found at break of day with his ^ d ea tfc ' 
throat cut, and his fword lying by him. "Tacitus tells us, that 
while he was a youth, he heard from fome old men, that a 
bundle of writings was frequently Icon in Pifo's hands during 
his trial, which contained, as his friends conftantly affirmed, 
the letters of Tiberius , ordering him to difpatch Germani- 
cus. Thefe letters, faid they, he defigned to lay before the 
fenate, and accufe the princes but was diverted from it by 
SejanuSy who in the emperor's name promifed him his pardon : 
they added, that Pifo did not fall by his own hand, but by 
that of an executioner fent privately by Tiberius to difpatch him. 
Our hiftorian tells us, that he dares affirm neither of thefe 
things, but yet thought himfelf obliged to acquaint his readers 
with fuch relations (fa). Tiberius fearing the death of Pifo 

might 

(D) Suetonius writes, that he narrowly efcaped being torn in 
pieces by the populace, and was condemned to death by the fe- 
nate (go). Dion fays, that he was brought into the fenate by 77- 
berius himfelf, who defired, that he might have time to prepare for 
his defence, and that he laid violent hands on himfelf. i^:, accord- 
ing toTacitus, the fentence was not awarded againft him till after 

(90) Suet, in Calig. c. 2. 

his 
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might be imputed to him, as if he had procured it to prevent 
farther difcoveries, examined his domeftics in the fenate about 
the ci rc j m fiances of his death, and then read the letter which 
Pifo had written to him, imploring his protection for his fons, 
whom he cleared from having any fliare in his late conduct, 
whatever it weie. Of his wife Plancina he faid nothing. 
One of his fons had remained at Rome y and therefore could 
be no w-iys aceeflary to his father's guilt ; the other had in- 
deed attended him into Syria, and ferved under him in the 
war he raifed in the province ; but Tiberius would not allow 
that to be imputed to him as a crime, alledging the orders of 
his father, which, lie faid, a fon could not difobey. As 
Tiberius f of pfa nc ; na ^ w | lo was fuppofed to have been more guilty 

"Sandna tnarl ner hufband, Tiberius openly declared, not without 
c " blufliing, and betraying great confufion in his fpeech and 

countenance, that at the earneft in treaties of his mother he 
could not help pleading for her, and aflifting her in her trial. 
However, Vitellius and Veranius did not drop the profecution ; 
but after they had in a trial, which lafred two days, made the 
charge appear pretty plain, and filenced thofe who pleaded for 
. - the accufed, Ale efcaped the punifhment due to her crime by 
// °J* ' hidulgence of the fervile fenate. For the confui Aureltus 
J ' Cotta being firft afked his opinion by the emperor, who col- 
lected the voices himfelf, anfwered in the following terms : I 
am of opinion, that the name of Pifo be razed out of the con- 
fular fajli, or tables, part of his eftate forfeited, and part 
granted to his fon Cneius upon his changing that name ; that 
his fon Marcus be driven out of the fenate, banifhed for ten 
^ears, and allowed out of his father's eftate only fifty thou- 
fand great fefterces ; as to Plancina 9 I think fhe Ihould be 
pardoned at the requeft of Livia* This fentence feemed too 
rigorous to the emperor with refpec-fc to Pifo's children and 
Tiberius memory 5 he therefore would not allow his name to be ft ruck 
favours out of the confular tables, faying, that the name of Marc An- 
the chil- tony, who had made war upon his country, and that of his fon 
dren and ^Julius Antonius, who had by adultery difhonoured the houfe 
memory of 0 f jluguftus^ remained ftill there. He likewife delivered 
Pifo. Marcus Pifo from the infamy of being divefted of his dignity, 

and left him his paternal inheritance intire. He alfo oppofed the 
motion of Valerius Meffalinus^ who was for erecting a golden 
ftatue in the temple of Mars the avenger^ and that of Carina 



his death ; neither does that writer fay, that he laid violent hands 
on himfelf, but only that he was found with his throat cut, and his 
fword lying by him. 

Sever us , 
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Severusy who propofed building an altar to Revenge. Such 
monuments, he faid, were fit to be raifed for victories over 
a foreign enemy ; but domefric evils were either to be bu- 
ried in oblivion, or remembered with grief (E). As the 
emperor had fhewn great favour to Plancina and her chil- 
dren, to maintain the opinion of an impartial judge, a few 
days after the trial he moved in the fenate, that Fitellius 9 
Veranius, and Servants, who had accufed Pi/b 9 might be re- 
warded ; and they were accordingly preferred to pontifical 
honours h . 

The death of Germanicus being thus revenged, Drufus 
who had returned from Illyricum to be prefent at the trial, 
was honoured with an ovation, which, though decreed him 
the year before for having fettled peace in Germany^ he had 
poftponed till the trial was over, A few days after died his Vipfania 
mother Vipfania^ of all the children of Agrippa, the only t £ e mot ^ er 
one, fays Tacitus? who died a natural death (F). The ^Drufus 
fame year Tacfarinas^ who had been fome time before defea- dies. 
ted by Furius Camillus^ as we have related above, renewed Tacfarinas 

renews the 

* Tacit. 1. hi. c. 1 — 1.9. tvar, but 

is defeated, 

(E*) Mejfalhus added to his motion, that public thanks fhould be 

rendered to Tiberius, Livia, Antonia, Agrippina, and Dru/us, for 
having revenged the death of Germanicus, but omitted to mention 
Claudius the brother of the deceafed prince. Whereupon Lucius 
Afprenas aflted him, whether he had omitted him defignedly ; and 
then Meffalinus fubjoined the name of Claudius too. This fhewa 
how little regard was then paid to Claudius: and indeed he was 
defpifed and neglecled by all, and thought incapable of any pub- 
lic employment. But for all this, fortune referved the fovereignty 
to him, and we lhai I fee him one day, notwithftanding the weafc- 
nefs both of his body and mind, mailer of the Roman empire. 

(F) dgrippa had three wives, viz. Pomponia, the daughter of Atttcut 9 
Marcella the daugher afOclavia, and Julia. By Pomponia he had Vip- 
/ansa the mother of Dru/us, mentioned here by Tacit us ; Marcella 
likewife brought him children, if Suetonius is to be credited ; but aa 
we find no farther mention made of them, we conclude, that they 
died very young : by Julia he had five children, Casus and Lucius 
Crtfar, Agrippa Pofthumns, Agrippina y and Julia. Caius and Lucius 

were fuppofed to have been poifoned j Agrippiua, perifhed by hun- 
ger, and Pofthumus Agrippa by the fword ; but as to Julia* lhe died 
a natural death, according to the account which Tacitus himfelf gives 
of it (91) i though he tells us in this place, that Vipfania was of all 
the children of Agrippa the only one who died a natural death. 



(9 1 ) Tacit. annaL /* rw. 
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the war in Africa^ but was obliged by L. Apronius, who had 
fucceeded Camillas in the government of that [province, to 
fhelter himfelf again in the defcrts. A Roman cohort having 
on this occafion given ground at the firft onfet, the proconful 
caufed every tenth man of that cowardly body to be executed ; 
which exemplary rigour, at this time very rare, had fo good an 
effecT: on the reft, that a numerous body of the enemy was 
foon after put to flight by a detachment of no more than five 
hundred veterans, and their numerous army utterly routed 
by another detachment commanded by Apronius Cejia?ms, the 
<Thc trial proconful's fon. This year, /Emilia Lepida, defcended from 
cfJEmiXiz one Q f t h e mo ft illuftrious families in Rome, and befides 
X.epida. great-granddaughter to Sylla and Pompey, and once defigned 

for the wife of Lucius Cafjr, and for the daughter-in-law of 
jfuguftus, was charged with impofing upon her hufband Pub- 
. lius §)uirinius a fuppofititious child, with adultery, and with 
confulting the Chaldeans about the fate of the imperial family, 
which was a capital crime. Her brother Manius Lepidus un- 
dertook her defence, Tiberius behaving on this occafion 
with fuch fubtlety, that it was impoflible to difcover his real 
fentiments. At firft he begged the fenators not to meddle 
with the articles of treafon, and foon after charged Marcus 
Servilius to produce thofe very proofs which he pretended 
to fapprefs : He would not fuffer the flaves of Lepida to be ex- 
amined by torture as to the articles of treafon, nor his fon 
Drufus^ though conful elec-t, to vote firft, left the reft fhould 
think themfelves obliged to follow his example. However, 
the flaves of Lepida confefling upon the rack, that fhe had 
irnpofed upon her hufband a fuppofititious child, and even at- 
tempted to poifon him, fhe was condemned to perpetual ba- 
jrifhment; but at therequeft of Scaurus, who had had a daughter 
by her, either before her marriage with ^uirinius or after 
her divorce, her eftate was not confifcated. After (he was 
condemned, Tiberius told the fenators, that he had learnt 
from the flaves too of her hufband §htirinius % that fhe had at- 
tempted to poifon him Suetonius tells us, that fhe had 
committed the crimes, for which flic was at this time con- 
demned, twenty years before ; but Tacitus only fays, that 
file was profecuted by her hufband even after their divorce; 
which drew compaflion upon her, however guilty and infa- 
Tbe fever i- mous. This year Tiberius foftcr.cJ t he rigour of the law 
j*y of the Papia-Pappaa, which, as we have rotated ;ibovc, loaded thofe 
p au . with henvy fines who did not mirry at a certain age. But 
Pojpprva £ rCiU numbers of Romans chuiing rather to pay the faid finesi 

JtfttncJ. x Jdc:n,c. 22, 23. Sult. in Tib. c. 49. 

than 
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than incumber themfelves with a family, fo that the law 
ferved only to inrich the exchequer, Tiberius with great 
difintercftednefs appointed five perfons* who had been 
formerly confute, five who had been praetors, with ten other 
fenacors, to examine all the regulations made before his time 
again ft celibacy. Thefe explained the intricacies of the laws 
enacted againft a fingle life, which the pleaders, that is, the 
lawyers of thofe days, laid hold of to undo many noble fa- 
milies ; and at the fame lime they qualified the rigour of rhe 
ancient law by leilening the fines, which, according to 
the regulations of Auguftus, every man was to pay, who did 
not marry at a certain age. This, as Tacitus obferves, was 
fome relief to the city, the number of laws proving as great 
an evil as the crimes, for the retraining of which they were 
enacted. Towards the end of this year, Nero, Germanicus's 
eldeft fon, being now of a^e, Tiberius recommended him 
to the fenate, that he might ftj.nd for the qussftorihip five 
years (boner than the laws directed, which, as we may well 
imagine, was readily granted, as alfo a place in the college of 
pontiffs. The firft day he entered the forum in his manly 
robe, a donative of corn and money was diltributed by 
Tiberius \o the populace, overjoyed to fee a fon of Germanicus 
now of age. Their joy was doubled by his marriage with 
Julia the daughter of Drufus ; but fo-jn after the people faw 
with the utinoft concern and indignation the daughter of 
Sejanus betrothed to young Drufus^ the nephew of Germani- 
cus, and fon of Claudius t who reigned after Caligula. By this 
match the Claudian family feemed in a manner degraded, and 
Sejanus, whofe power and credit with the emperor was alrea- 
dy too great, raifed ftill higher. But a few days after Drufus Death of 
died at Pompeii by a very ft range accident, being choaked by -Drufus 
a pear, which ftuck in his throat, as in play he threw it up «JA^* W 
in the air, and and catched it in his mouth'. Oermani- 

^_ ^ 9 oils 

The following year, Tiberius was conful the fourth time, 
and Drufus the fecond j but Tiberius, foon after he had relum- 
ed the fafces, under pretence of his health, retired to Campa- , 
nia, either with adefign to accuftom himfelf by degrees to live 1 e # riug 
out of Rome, or to leave Drujus the honour of difcharging f^^Dania 
t^at office alone. Not long after his departure he wrote to ^ 
the fenate, acquainting them, that Tacfariuas had raifed 
new difturbances in Africa, and exhorting them to chufe a 
proconful to be fen t into that province equal to the war with 
which it was threatened. Upon the receipt of this letter the 
fathers met, but, inftead of naming a governor themfelves, de- 



1 Tacit, c. 29. Suet, in Claud, c. 27. 
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creed, that the appointment of a proper peribn for the govern- 
ment of Africa mould be left to the emperor. On this oo 
canon C*cina Sevsrus made a fpeech againii any magiftratc's 
carrying his wife with him into his province ; bar, being op- 
pofed by Valerius Mejfalinns and Drufus himfelf, his motion 
was over-ruled (G). The next time the lenate met, a letter 

was 

(.G) Ctcina introduced this motion with a long preamble, that 
he lived in perfect concord with his wife, and had fix children by 
her; but neverthelefs had pradlifed himfelf, though be had ferved 
forty years in different provinces, what he offered to the public, 
fie faid, that it had not without caufe been provided of old, that 
women fhould not be carried into the countries of confederate or 
foreign nations, fince they introduced luxury in peace, retarded war 
with their fears, and made the Roman armies on their march re- 
femble thofe of the barbarians. Women, faid he, are not only 
tender and unfit to bear fatigues ; but, if not retrained, cruel, am- 
bitious, and greedy of power. They even march among the foldi- 
ers, and are attended and obeyed by the centurions. A woman 
has lately acted the chief pirt at the exercife of the cohorts and the 
evolutions of thelegiona. Befides you well know, confeript fathers, 
that as often as any of the magiltrates are accufed of plundering the 
provinces, their wives are always concerned in the guilt. To theju 
the moll profligate in the provinces immediately apply ; by t^em 
all affairs are undertaken and cranfa&ed. They are no lefs reject- 
ed than their hulb.inds, have the fame court paid them, are equal- 
ly obeyed, nay more readily obeyed, their orders being generally 
more imperious. This authority in women was formerly retrain- 
ed by the Oppian and other laws ; but now they rule without 
controul, not only their families, but the forum, the courts of juftice, 
and even the armies. To this fpeech, which was applauded by 
ibme, but di (liked by ,the far greater part, Valerius Mrffahnvs an- 
fwered, that many of the inftitutions of their forefathers were chang- 
ed for the better ; that women were fo far from burdening the 
provinces, that they were no burden to the^r own husbands ; that 
5n time of peace they proved no incumbrance to them, but a 
great relief after the fatigues of war, to w,hich it was not proper 
they fhould attend their hufbands. As to the pride, cruelty, and 
ambition, to which fome of them had given a loofe, he anfwered, 
that if on that account none were to be allowed to accompany 
their hufbands into the provinces, no governors ought, accordingto 
that method ofreafoning, be fent thither, fince fbme of them had 
proved cruel, haughty, rapacious, C5V. The Oppian laws, he faid, 
were once judged neceflVry, and their feverity thought expedient 
for the ftate ; but afterwards their rigour was foftened, and that 
coo was judged expedient for the public good. As to the wives 
being acceflary to the guilt of their hufbands, the latter, he faid, 

ought to bear the blame ; but he thought it very hard, that for 
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was prefented to them from Tiberius, yfr herein, after com- 
plaining of rhem for cafting upon him the care of all public 
affairs, he named M. Lepidus and Junius Blafus^ leaving it 
to them to chufe for the proconsulate of Africa which of the 
two they plcafed. Hereupon Bleefus was chofen, Lepidus ex- 
cufig mm.jl'f with great eatneftnefs, and pleading his 
infirmities, the tender age of liis children, and a daughter 
who was marriageable. There was another reafon too, 
fays Tacitus, which, though not: mentioned by Lepidus 
w^s underftood ; Bl<rfus was uncle to Sejdnus^ and there- 
fore, as his inrereft prevailed, Lepidus declined Handing in 
competition witft him The moderation and mildnefs with 
which Dfufus governed, during his father's abfence, encou- 
raged fome fenators to apply to him for redrefs to an evil, 
which" was by degrees grown uhfupportable. The ftatues of Statues of 
the emperor were become fan£tuaries to profligates, who, tkeempe- 
fayirYg hold of them", might with impunity threaten, and wan- rorsbe- 
fonly infult whom they pleafed, not even a matter being al- come fane 
lowed to punifli a Have for the invectives he had uttered a- tuaries. 
gain'ft him, while he held the emperor's (Fat tie. Againft this 
abufe Cairn Sejt'ius, a fenator, fpoke with great vehemence, 
as he had been lately abufed in a moft outrageous manner by 
one Arinia tlufilla? whom he had got condemned for forgery. 
To put a" flfop to this diforder, Drttfus fummoned Rufilla 

* Idem, c. 35. 

the too' great compliance of one or a- few weak hufbands, all the reft 
fliould be deprived of the comfort and relief which the fellbwfhip 
of their Wives, the natural partners of their good and bad fortunes, 
afforded them. He added, that the fex, weak by nature, would be 
thus leftdefencelefs, a prey to their own paffions, and expofed to 
the temptations of thoufands, who would make it rheir bufinefs to 
feduce them ; whereof the natural confequence in an abfence of 
many years was to every one obvious, fince the marriage-bed was 
fcarce preferved undented under the eye of the hjfband. He con- 
cluded his fpeech with exhorting tlie fathers, fo to redrefs the evils 
abroad, as nor to neglect the diforders at home. Drufus approved 
of this fpeech ; and having ailed ged the example of Juguffus, who 
travelled m'oftly accompanied with Liwia, added, that he himlelf 
Had 1 taken aprogrcftto I/fyricum, and was ready, if it were thought 
expedient, to Vifit other nations ; but not without uneafineft, if he 

were to be torn from his dear wife, by whom he had fo many 
children. For thefc rea'bns, if they deferve that name, the motion 
of Carina was defeated ^92). 

( 92) Tacit, e. 34. 

S f f <i befor* 
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Drufus re- before his tribunal ; and finding her guilty of uttering invec- 
dreffes this tives againft Sejlius, under fliclter of the emperor's ftatue, 
evil, he committed her to prifon. The punimment of this pro- 

fligate woman, and that of two Roman knights, Con/idiui 
JEquus and Caelius Cur/or, who had forged a charge of trea- 
fon againft the praetor Magius Cacilianus, gained Drufus the 
affections of the people, and made them overlook his love of 
pleafure and the luxury in which he lived, fpending the day 
at the fhows of gladiators, and the greater part of the night 
Antiftius in revels and banquets. Antijiius Vet us, a principal nobleman 
Vetus tri- of Adacedon, being tried for adultery, during Drufus's ad- 
ed. miniftration, was abfolved ; which highly offended Tiberius, 

who wrote a letter to the fenate, reproaching the judges, and 
ordering them to recall Vetus and try him for trcafon, as a 
diftiirber of the public pe?ce, and confederate with the late 
king Rhafciporis, when having killed his nephew C*/yj, whom 
Tacitus through miftake calls his brother, he dehgned to 
make war upon Rome. The charge of treafon, fays our 
hiftorian, proved in thofe days the fum and bulwark of all 
accufations whatfoever, and was the moft effectual means of 
And con- making fure of the criminal. Vetus was therefore condemn- 
demned. ed to perpetual banifhment, and to his fen ten ce was added, 

that he fhould be confined to an ifland, neither in the neigh- 
bourhood Of Macedon, nor of Thrace. The troubles which 
began about this time in Thrace^ prompted the judges, or ra- 
ther Tiberius, to add this claufe. For the Odryfians, and 
other warlike nations of Thrace, being difTatisfied with the 
government of Rhcmetalces, to whom Tiberius had given that 
part of Thrace, which his father Rhajciporis had held, and 
much more with the government of Trebellienus Rufus^whom 
Tiberius had appointed guardian to the fons of Cotys, who 
A revolt in were minors, openly revolted ; and having committed dread- 
Thrace ful ravages, befieged Rhemetalcds in the city of Philippopoliu 
fupprejfed. }} u t divifions arifing among them, Publius Velleius, whom 

fome writers take to be the hiftorian Velleius Patercu- 
lus >, marching againft them from the neighbouring pro- 
vince, where he commanded, defeated them, and obliged 
them, without lofing a fingie man, to abandon the liege 
The fame year, the Gauh y no longer able to bear the 
The Gauls heavy tr ij jutes? w j tn which they were loaded, and the cruelty 
revolt. pride qC thcir g OVernorS) attempted to (hake off the Ro- 

man yok , being ftirrcd up by Julius Florus a native of 
Treves, and Julius Sacrovir,- a leaning man among the /Edut % 
that is, thofe of Autwt. The Andecavi and Turoncs y that is, 

* Voss. hift. Lat. 1. i. c. 24. » Tacit, c. 36, 37. 
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the inhabitants of Anglers and Tours, firft took up arms ; but 
the former were foon reduced by Aciiius Aviola at the head 
of a cohort, drawn from the garifon of Lugdunum or Lyons* 
and the latter by the fame Aviola with a detachment fent him 
by Vifellius Varrt^ governor of Lower Germany, jfulius Flo- 
rus, having attempted in vain to debauch a body of horfe, 
which had been raifed by the Romans at Treves, made to 
the foreft of Ardea, attended by a rabble of his own clients 
and followers \ but finding all the pafles befet by Vifellius 
I'arro and Caius Silius, he was obliged to venture a battle 
with his countryman Julius Indus, whom the Romans had 
fent forward with' a chofen body of men, as one who was 
well acquainted with the roads, and a declared enemy to 
F/orus. Indus put him to flight at the firft onfer, and by 
purfuing him from place to place, reduced him to fuch frraights, 
that finding no other means to avoid failing into the hands of his 
implacable enemy, he put an end to his life with his own Julius FIo- 
fword. By his death the infurre&ion of Treves was quelled. rus * one °f 
But that of the /Edui gave the Roman generals no fmall un- tb* ring- 
eafinefs, Sacrovir, the chief author of it, having raifed an ? ™ °£ r 
army of forty thoufand men, and made himfelf mailer °* Grouted * 
Augujlodunum or Autun, the capital of the nation, where he an j j ies *y 
found and feized all the young nobility of Gaul, hoping by j ?is QTVcn 
that means to engage their parents and relations in his intereft. band. 
A contention which arofe between the two Roman generals 
about the command of the army, gave him time to prepare 
for a vigorous defence. At length Varro, who was old and 
infirm, yielding to Silius, who was vigorous and in the flower 
of his age, the troops began their march, and advancing to- 
wards Augujlodunum, were met by Sacrovir twelve miles 
from that city. Whereupon an engagement enfuing, the 
Gauls were routed with great flaughter, and Sacrovir Sacrovir 
obliged to fly firft to Augujlodunum^ and thence to a neigh- the author 
bouring town^ where he flew himfelf, and thofe who at- of the re- 
tenJed him one another, after having fet fire to the place, by Milan dirs 
which it was reduced to aflies. Our hiftorian obferves, that in the fame 
when news of this infurre£tion in Gaul was brought to rrtafmttr ' 
Rome, the beft men were grieved for the fake of their coun- 
try, but many rejoiced in their own dangers, and in hatred 
to Tiberius wifhed fu cce fs to the common enemy n . 

When the infurrection was imirely fuppreflld, Tiberius 
wrote to the fenate, acquainting them with the rife, progreft 
and cnnclufion of the war : he added, that it was brought 
to a happy iilue by the fidelity and bravery of his lieutenants. 



n Idem, c 40 — 47. 
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Tiberius'/ drre&ed by his cotrnfels. As fome had complained of him 
rea tons for for not going in perforr to fupprefs it, in the fame letter he 
no: going yielded rcafons why neither he nor Drufus had, during thofe 
in per fon commotions, offered to ftir out of Italy, telling them, that 
into Gaul. t j lc R oman empire was an iminenfe body, and that it was 

below the dignity of princes, upon the revolt of one or two 
cities, to abandon the Capital, whence proper directions were 
fent to govern the whole ; bat nevertheless, that he would 
viftt thofe nations and fettle them 1 , fince they were again 
brought under fubjedticm ; which before would have been 
doing them too much honour, as if he had not been able to 
conquer them by his lieutenants. The fcnate decreed vows, 
fup plications, and the other ufual honours on fuch occafions-, 
but Cornelius Dolabella, a notorious flatterer, moved, that 
Tiberius, on his return from Campania, fbould be honoured 
with an ovation. This ridiculous motion occafioned a letter 
from the emperor, wherein he d.clai-ed, that he was not fo 
deffitufe of glory as to' hunt! after empty honours in his old 
age, foT a 1 fhort progrefs in the neighbourhood of Rome, after 
having in' hrs youth vanquished rnoft? warlike nations, and 
either enjoyed or defpifed many triumphs*. This year Publius 
Sulpictus £>uirinius, whom St. Luke calls Cyrenius, dying at 
Rome, Tiberius wrote to the fenate, defil ing that he might 
be honoured with a public funeral. He was a native of 
Larru e vium, a municipal town ; but though of a mean defcent, 
had raifed* hirrifelf by his valour to the higheff p'ofts in the 
army, and had been honoured by Augujlus, fi'rft With the 
confulfhip, and after wards with the enllgns of triumph, 
for driving the Uomonadenfes out of their ftrong-holds in 
Cilicia. Upon the difgrace of MdrcuT Lallias he was ap- 
pointed governor to Oaths Cafar, tben employed in' fettling 
the affairs of Armenia, in which hign nVatton he made ufe of 
all his intereft in behalf of Tiberius, then at Rhodes, and by 
degrees reconciled the young prince to him. Thefe kind of- 
fices Tiberius now remembered, and extolled them in his 
Jctrcr to the fenate, inveighing at the fame time againft 
Lollius, as the author of the mifunderfranding between him 
and Cuius. When rfrchelaus, the fon of Herod, was depofed 
by /lugujlus*, Quirinius was appointed governor of Syria, 
and ordered to feize the country, which jirchclaus had held, 
and reduce it tt> a Roman province ; which he did accord- 
P Quiri * I, £l v< " taxing the Jews according to the chVimate of thcif 
iu> ho- citaics, which had been made eleven years before by Sentius 
nour+d Saturttinus. The fenate readily complied with the requcft ot 
nvitb a Tiberius as to the funeral of ghiirinius, though they had no 
public fu- great refpedl for his memory oa account of his covctoufnefs, 
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his great credit with the emperor, and above all, for his profe- 
cuung Mmtlia Lepida in the mariner we have re laced above °. 
Ac the end of the year, Drufus falling ficlc, Cuius Lutor'tus C. Lutori- 
Prifcus , a Roman knight, thinking the diiietnper would prove us Priicus 
mortal, compofcd a poem bewailing; hi* death, and out of tru ^ 
vanity read it in the houfe of P. Petronius in the pre fence 
oiVitellia, mother-in-law to Petronius, and of other women 
of great diftin&ion. As Rome f warmed with informers, the 
poet was immediately accufed of this before the fenate ; all 
the ladies, who had heard him, were fummoned to appear 
againft him, and frightened into a confeffion, except Vitellia, 
who maintained to the laft with great firmnc(s ? that fhe had 
heard nothing. But more credit being given to thofe whodepofed 
againft him, Haterius Agrippa^ who, as conful ele&, voted firft, 
declared, that in his opinion he ought tobe punifbed with death j 
Lepidus was for condemning him to perpetual banifhment and 
confifcating his eftate. But of all theconfulars,£ttZtf//"i/i- Blandus 
aiorie voting with Lepidus, and the reft with Agrippa, Prifcus Condemned, 
was, conveyed to prifon, and immediately put to death. To andexecut- 
wha-t a deplorable ftate of flavery was Rome already reduced ! *d. 
But Lutorius 's real crime was, it feems, his having compof- 
ed a poem on the death of Qermanicus, which had been lb 
well received, that Tiberius could not help rewarding him for 
it p. The emperor, who was frill in Campania , behaved on 
this occafion with his ufual ambiguity ; for in a letter, which 
he wrote to the fenate, he commended their zeal in thus pu- 
nching the flighted injuries done to the prince ; but at the 
fame time intreated them not to be fo hafty in punifhing 
words : he praifed Lepidus, blamed not Jgrippa. His feem- His kafty 
ing todi/approve of this fucjden execution gave rife to a famous execution 
decree of the fenate, viz. that their orders Ihould not be car- p« ri f' 
ried to the treafury (H), nor the condemned perfon executed, to a famous 
in lefs than ten days. But no criminals reaped any benefit ^ ecree » 
trom this refpite in Tiberius's reign, his cruel and revengeful 
temper being never foftened by time, as Tacitus well ob- 
ferves q . 

The 

0 Idem, c. 48. Strab. 1. xii. Dio. 1. lvii Joseph, antiq. 
I. i. & ii. P Tacit, c. 40. Dio. 1. lvii. p. 616, 617 q Ta- 
cit, c.j 1. Dio. ibid. p. 617. Su sr. in Tib. c. 75. 

(H) In the treafury were lodged the public regifters and the de- 
crees of the fenate, which, till entered there, had neither the force 
nor name of decrees, but were called the orders or authority of the 
fenate, as is evident from Cicero i Dion Cajpus, and other antienc 

writers. 
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The following year, C^ius Sulpitius Galba, and Dectmu^ 
^ Haterius Agrippa y being confuls, Caius Bihulus, one of the 
sediles, moved, that fome regulation might be made again ft 
luxury, which, in fpite of the fumptuary laws, was grown 
to a monftrous excefs in the expence of entertainments, in the 
number of domeftics, in tjic quantity of gold and iilver plate, 
of pictures, ftacues, precious ftones, &c. The motion was 
feconded by the other asdiles, who made long defcanis on the 
mifchievous confequences of the growing evil. The fathers 
heard them with patience, but referred the whole matter to 
Tiberius > which occafioned a letter from) him to the confeript 

writers. This decree of the fenate, by which it was provided, that; 
no perfon condemned fhould be executed till the tench day after 
fentence pronounced, was obferved by Caligula, even with refpect 
to thole whom he himfelf fentenced to death 93), and probably 
by all the fucceeding emperors to the time ofTbeodoJius the Great % 
who granted twenty days more to thofe who were condemned 94) 
either by the prince, or the fenate (95). This we find is the ge* 
neral opinion, an opinion, without all doubt, well grounded, fince 
Tacbus, Dion Cajfius, Suettnius, and Seneca, affirm, in exprefg 
terms, that 'Tiberius granted ten days refpite to criminals after fen- 
tence, and the more modern writers unanimoufly afcribe to Tbeodo* 
Jru: the thirty days reprieve. ; But on the other hand, we read in 
^uintiliap, who flouriflied about this time, the following words; 
The iaiu forbidding a criminal to be executed till after thirty days, *wa{ 
wifely eftablifbed, feeing the accufer may be deceived (96) ; and in Cal- 
pvrnmi Flaecut 9 who wrote long before Tbeodofius* $ time, Let the pu- 
nijhment of a ravifler be deferred thirty days (97). As there is no 
reconciling teftimonies fo evidently oppofite and contradictory, and 
on the other hand we have innumerable inftances of transcribers 
mistaking numbers, we (hall with the molt judiciou* critics impute tp 
them the prefent difagreement among author* Perhaps in tran- 
fcribing the declamations of S>uintilian and Cat pur ni us in or after 
Vbeodojius s time, riiey adapted them to the law which that emperor 
had enacted Baronias pretends, that the ten days reprieve ex- 
tended to all criminals, by what judge foever condemned ; and 
thence infers, that Pilate tranfgieflkd the law of his prince, in cauf- 
ing our Saviour to be crucified as foon as he had pronounced fen- 
icnce againlt him(«/H\ But it is manifeft from Gothofredus in hii 
comments upon the Thetdojlan code, that neither the decree of Ti* 
bcrius, nor the law of Theodojius, extended to the magillratcs in the 
provinces till the time of Niccpkorut Botoniates, who ordered all 

judges and magiftrates to conform to the law of Theodofius (99;. 

(93) Seme, de tranq. c. 14. p. 351. f 94) In I ft <vindicari % 

c. de parnis. (95) Sid, I i. epifl. 7. (96) Q?ititil declamat, 
303. (97) Calpur. Fiacc. declamat. 25. f 9*>J Baton annal* 

3+ (99) Co(it * $h ' t9m% 3* P' 3°7» 

father?, 
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fathers, wherein, after commending the zeal of the sediles, he Tiberius 
owned, that the exceffes they complained of required a regu- rcfufes to 
lation, that the prevailing evil ought to be checked by the u P ott 
fevereft laws ; but neverthelefs, if fuch Jaws were enacted, T ^ e 
even thofe who now cenfure, at their entertainments, and in cure °f 
their converfations, the profufe luxury of the times, would luxur y- 
be the firft to complain, that the ftate was utterly undone, 
that fnarcs were laid for every noble and wealthy family, and 
that all men would become the prey of informers. In the 
end of his letter he told them, that if any of the magiftrates 
would undertake to put a flop to fo great an evil, he fliould 
have both his praifes and thanks for eafing him of part of his 
burden ; but that as to himfelf, he would not take upon him 
that odious ta(k : Believe me, confcript fathers, faid he, I am 
not fond of being the object of the public hatred ; I have al- 
ready enemies enow ; let me not therefore, I intreat you, 
wantonly and vainly raife more by fuch regulations, as pro- 
mife no advantage to you or to me. The fenate, upon read- 
ing the emperor's letter, ordered the sediles to proceed no 
farther in that matter. Tiberius, by thus rejecting the pro- 
ject of reforming luxury, which would have proved an inex- 
hauftible fund of crimes, impeachments, and confilcations, 
gained the fame of moderation among the nobility, with 
whofe wealth the accufers would not have failed to in rich 
themfelves, had the emperor either in forced the antient, or 
enacted new, fumptuary laws r . Soon after Tiberius wrote an- Drufus to- 
other letter to the fenate, defirins; the tribunitial power for wftcA 
Drufusy whicli the fathers granted with the more refined . 
flattery, as they had forefeen this requeft : ftatues were de- trtbu,tttiaL 
creed both to Tiberius and Drupes, altars were erected to the P onV£r ' 
gods, arches raifed, &c. A//. Si /anus moved, that for the 
future not the names of the conluls, but of thofe who cxer- 
cifed the tribunitial power, mould be prefixed to all public 
and private records ; Haterius Agrippa, that the decrees of 
that day fhould be written in letters of gold, and hung up in <j-/ je ( f gm 
the fenate. Thus the lords of the Roman fenate, who once bafementof 
headed mighty armies, raifed and depofed great kings, be- the Jenatt. 
flowed or took away empires, were by degrees changed into 
mean flaves, and become by their infamous flattery an object 
of deriiion and contempt to all foreign nations, nay to that 
very prince, whofe favour they ftrove to gain by difgracing 
themfelves. Drufus, who was then in Campania, probably 
with his father, wrote to the fenate, returning them thanks 
for the tribunitial.; power with which they had inverted him 5 

r Tacit, ibid, c, 52—55. 
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but did not condefcend to come to Rome, as was expected, to 
receive it. Soon after, Servius Maluginenfts, who, as prieft of 
Jupiter, was not allowed to leave Italy, nay, to fleep one 
night out of Rome, demanding the government of Afta, and 
his fuit being oppofed by Lentulus the augur and others, the 
affair was referred to 'Tiberius, who in his anfwer to the fe- 
nate, poftponing the pretenfions of the prieft of Jupiter^ mo- 
derated the honours which had been decreed to Drufus with 
the tribunitial power, and particularly cenfured the motion of 
the golden letters, as contrary to the cuftom of Rome. As 
the liberty of inftituting fandtuaries and privileged places at 
pleafure had long fince prevailed among the Greek cities, and 
filled their temples with fugitive flaves, debtors, and crimi- 
nals, Tiberius this year referred to the fenate the examining 
of the privileges which thofe cities enjoyed, and the grants 
on which they were founded. The fenate and confute, after 
having heard the Greek deputies, and carefully fearched into 
the validity of their feveral pretenfions, utterly fupprelTed 
fome fan£fcuaries, and either limited the extent, or abridged 
the privileges and immunities, of others, ordering the decree 
they enacted on this occafion to be engraved on brafs, and 
hung up in the temples of Greece r . Suetonius tells us, that 
Tiberius abfolutely fupprefled all fan£tuaries throughout the 
whole Roman empire c . Not long after Livta being feized 
with a dangerous diftemper, Tiberius haftened back to Rome', 
fince the mother and fon either ftill lived in perfect amity, or 
cunningly difguifed their mutual hatred : the latter was com- 
monly believed at Rome ; for Livta having not long before 
dedicated a ftatue to Auguflus, and placed her own name be- 
fore that of Tiber ins * the emperor was thought to have grie- 
voufly refented this, as an undervaluing the majefty of the 
prince, but to have fmothered his refentment with a deep 
difiimulation. However that be, the fenate upon her illnefs 
decreed fupplications to the gods, with the celebration of the 
great Roman games for her recovery, and betrayed on 
this occafion fuch a mean fpirit of fervitude, that Tiberius 
litmfclf was afhamed of their vile debafement and fcandalous 
fubmiifions q . The next time the fenate met, Caius Silanus, 
procouful of Afta, Cafius Cord us, proconful of Crete, and 
Lucius Ennius, a Roman knight, were accufed before them, 
the two firft of robbing the public, and the otjier of treafon, 
for having ufed as the current coin a piece of filver on which 
was engraveii the effigies or' Tiberius. To the charge of ra- 
pine and extortion a^ainft Si lan us and Cordus, that none of 



Idem, c. 55. 
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their friends or relations might dare to plead for them in their 
trial, articles of trcafon were fubjoined, a fure bar, fays Ta- 
citus, to all affiftance, and a feal upon their lips. "J 'hey were Caiir, Si«. 
both found guilty of male-adminiilration and extortion, and Ian us and 
condemned to perpetual baniftiment, and their cftatcs declar- Cadtiu 
ed conflfcated. But Cneius Lentulus moving, that the eftate Cordus 
of Silartus defcending to him from his mother Cornelia^ who condemned* 
was related to the Carfars, might be rcftored to his fon, Tibe- 
rius approved of, and afTented to, the motion : nay, he even 
mitigated the rigour of the fentence which the fenate had pro- 
nounced againft him, alledging, that the if] and of Gyarus, to 
which they had confined him, was an unhofpi table place, and 
deftitute of inhabitants, and begging, that in favour of the Ju- 
lian family, and in regard of his fitter Torquata, a veftal 
of an unblemifhed character, they would allow him for the 
place of his exile the ifland of Cytbera. This the fenators 
readily granted at the requeft of the prince, who by this af- 
fected fhow of clemency pretended to cover the artifice and 
violence, which he had employed to deftroy the unhappy pro- 
conful (I). To what place Cordus was confined, we arc not 
told. As for L. Ennius^ the emperor judged the charge 
brought againft him frivolous, and therefore would not allow 
him to be tried as a criminal. Whereupon Jteius Capito > The infa- 
with an affected fpirit of liberty, cried out, that the emperor mous flat- 
intrenched upon the privileges of the fenate ; that all injuries tery of Ca- 
done to the prince were public injuries, injuries done to com- ph°- 
monwealth, which it was the province of the fenate charged 
with the care of the republic to revenge and rcftrain, in fpite 

(I) Si/anus was very hardly ufed in his trial, as Tacitus obferves. 
The beft pleaders of all Jfia were chofen on purpofe to accufe 
him. They charged him with cruelty and extortion in his govern- 
ment. To this charge was added that of treafon by Mamercus 
Scaurus once con fill, Junius Otho prrctor, and Brutidius Niger asdile. 
The number of his accufers was increafed by G ell: us Poplicola 
and Marcus Paconius, the former quaeftor to Silanus % the other his 
lieutenant. As he was accufed of treafon, no one dared to appear 
in his favour, he himfelf was no pleader or orator, and befides, Ti- 
berhtSy with an awful voice and countenance, was continually inter- 
rupting and confounding him with qucftions, which he was noc 
allowed time to refute, nay, he was ofcen forced to confefs, left 
the emperor mould have aflced in vain. His Haves too were fir It 
by the emperors orders fold to the public, and then examined upon 
the rack, He was no doubt guilty of cruelty and extortion ; bnc 
the hatred and fpite, which Tiberius mewed him. and his cagcrnei's 
to get him condemned, were juftly cenfurcd. 

ttt a 4if 
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of any one's private clemency and companion. Tiberius h^A 
rcafon to cry aloud, as we are told he ufed to do, as often as 
he went out of the fenate, Oh men prepared for bon- 
dage ! He was, fays Tacitus, irreconcileable to public liberty ; 
but abhored flattery, as fuiting only with the fpirit of flaves. 
The infamy of Capita was the more fignal, as he debafed by 
it not only the dignity of the fenator, but his own perfonal 
accomplifliments u (K). The condemnation of Si/anus and 
Cordus was followed by a religious debate, in what temple the 
offering fbould be placed, which the Roman knights had 
vowed to Fortune Equeflrian for the recovery of Livia. As 
there was no temple in Rome dedicated to Fortune under that 
title, but one at Antium, it was decreed, that the gift of the 
knights fhould be prefented there. And now that matters of 
religion were on foot, Tiberius, as pontifex maximus, return- 
ed the anfwer which he had lately deferred, touching the pre- 
tenfions of Servius Maluginenfis, and produced a ftatute of 
the pontiffs made under Augujlus* declaring, that when the 

PHefi of prieft of Jupiter was taken ill, he might with the confent of 

Jupiter de~ 

"barred u Idem. C. 66— 71. 

from the 

(K) Ateius Capita was a man of extraordinary accomplifliments, 
meat of the and one of the moll learned civilians of his age. All we know of 
provinces, his pedigree is, that his grandfather was only a centurion under 

Syf/a, and that his father arrived at the prstorfhip. Gellius, Ma* 
crobius, and Fejlus, quote feveral books wrote by him, wis. a com- 
ment upon the laws of the twelve tables, a hundred and twenty 
books de jurty ten books da jure pontificum, ten de jure facerdotum, a 
treat ife of the duty of a fenator, and a volume of collections. But he 
debafed, fays Tacitus, his rare accompli foments by the mod infa- 
mous flattery and a mean obfequioufnefs to power. Augvftus ho- 
noured him early with the confulftrip, to raife him above dntiftus La- 
beo, another civilian of equal knowledge and abilities, but of an 
unbiemiflied character and probity which was proof againlt all 
temptations. However, Labeo obtained the prajtorfliip ; but his 
virtue checked hia rife to greater preferments, whence he was no 
lefs beloved and adored by the people, than his rival abhorred and 
detellcd. We do not find the name or Capito in the confular ta- 
bles ; whence, as both lac it us in this place and Pom pant us in his 
book de origine juris (100) aflfure us, that he was railed to the con- 
fulfhip, we conclude, that he was one of the confuls who were called 
fuffe&i* becaufe fubllitutcd, in the room of thole who died or re- 
iigned. Pighius produces an ancient marble difcovered at Rome with 
this infeription ; C. slteio. Ca pi lone. C. Vibio. Pofihumo. cos. Vibius 
was, according to Pighius, conl'ul in the year of Rome 759. 



(ioo) Pomp p. 1. 
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the ponfcifex maximus be abfent from the city two nights, ex- 
cept on clays of public facrifice, and never more than twice a 
year. This regulation £hewed that the adminiftration of a 
province, which required a year's abfence, was incompatible 
with the office of the fiamen dialis, or pricft of "Jupiter w 9 
So that the government of Afia, which Malugi nenjis had de- 
manded, was conferred on the confular, who was next in fe- 
niorky to him. When this affair was over, /Ernilius Lepidus 
afked and obtained leave of the fenate to repair and beautify 
at his own expence the bajilic (L) of Pauius /Emiiius. Ort 
the other hand, the emperor undertook to rebuild the theatre 
of Pompey^ which had been confumed by accidental fire, none 
of that family being equal to fo great a charge, and 
promifed that it ihould ft ill be called by the name of its 
iiiuftrious founder. On this occafion he enlarged on the 
praifes of his favourite Sejanus^ to wh©fe care and vigilance, 
he faid, it was owing, that the fire had done no greater da- 
mage. Hereupon the ferv ile fenate, applauding the prince's 
fpeech, decreed a ftatue to Sejanus to be placed in the 
theatre of Pompey *. We are told by Seneca that upon the 
pacing of this decree, Cremutius Cordus, of whom we (hall 
{peak anon, cried out, Now is Pompey 's theatre utterly des- 
troyed. 

This year Tacfarinas^ quitting anew the deferts, to which Tacfari- 
he had been fo often driven, appeared unexpectedly in the nas v arra 
fruitful plains of Africa at the head of a numerous army ; and gant em- 
having committed every where dreadful devaftations, he arri- bafyta Ti- 
berius. 

w Idem, ibid. * Idem, c. 72. * Senbc ad Mar- 

tiam, c. 22. 

(L) Bajslics were originally fpacious halls in which kings, from 
whom thefc buildings borrowed their name, adminiftered juftice to 
their fubjeccs. The Romans appropriated that name to great halls, 
having two ranges of pillars and two wings with galleries over them. 
Cicero ipeaks of the bafilic mentioned here (1), which, according to 
him, was begun by jEmilius Pauius, then aedile, and afterwards 
conful, with C. Marcelluj. It was afterwards finifhed under Au- 
gujlusby Pauius JE mi lists, who was conful in the year of Roma 730, 
and afterwards cenfor (z) ; but being confumed by accidental fire 
it was rebuilt twenty years after by another JEmiiius (3). As it was 
at this time out of repair, Lepidus aflccd leave to itrcngthen and 
cmbellifh it at his own expence. 

(1) Gc, ad Attic. I. 4. ep. 1 7. (2) Dio. /. xiix. (O Idem, 
i. liv. 

ved 
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ved to fuch a height of boldnefs, as to fend embafladors to 
Tiberius , demanding a fettlement for himfelf and his army, 
and threatening the emperor, in cafe he did not grant him his 
requeft, with an eternal war. Our hiftorian tells us, that 27- 
berius never betrayed fo much indignation and refentment as 
on this occafton, not being able to bear, that a deferter, a 
free- boo ter, fhould have the arrogance to offer terms of peace, 
as if he were an equal enemy. He therefore ordered Junius 
Blajusy whom he continued another year in the government 
of Africa^ to exert his utmoft efforts againft fo bold and con- 
temptible an enemy. Blafus drove him every-where before 
him, and purfued him even into the deferts, where he took his 
brother prifoner ; but Tacfarinas himfelf had the good luck 
to make his efcape, tho' the panes were befet on all tides by the 
enemy. However, as moft of his forces were cut in pieces 
and his brother taken, Tiberius looked upon the war as con- 
cluded, and confirmed to Bl<sfus the title of imperator, which 
his troops had conferred upon him. He was the laft private 
perfon who enjoyed that title, thenceforth peculiar to the 
reigning family (M), He was likewife honoured with the 
enfigns of triumph, Tiberius declaring that he thus diftin- 
gui&ed him in regard of Sejanus, who was his nephew, 
though in Tacitus's opinion his actions intitled him to all the 
honours that were conferred upon him z . This year died 
three perfons of great diftin&ion, viz. Ateius Capita^ the 
moft learned civilian in Rome, but one who debafed his ex- 
traordinary parts with the meaneft and moft fervile flattery, 
as we have obferved above ; A/in i us SaloninuSy grand fon to 
M. Agrippa ; and Afinius Pollio^ half-brother to Drufus^ 
and betrothed to one of Tiberius'* grand-daughters (N) ; 

and 

* Idem, c. 73, 74. 

(M) Lipfius obferves here, that the title of imp er at or, when given 
to the prince, was placed before his name, thus ; Imp. Carfar Au* 
guflus, but put after the names of generals, to whom it was only a 
tranfient title of honour, thus ; Junius Bl* fits imp. M, T id lius Ci- 
cero imp. 

(N) Afinius Pol/h, the famous orator and poet, one of Augttflus'% 
chief favourites, and Virgits*i patrons, had a fon by name Afilius 
G alius, who, according to Lipfiut (4^ was furnamed Salonintts from 
the city of Salona in Dalmatian which wa3 taken cither by him, 
or during his confulfhip. Saloninus, or, as Tacitus and Dion Cafjiut 

conftantly call him, Afinius Gallus, married Vipfania, the daughter 



(+) Lip. in Tac* atmal. 3. N. 174 



of 
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and the celebrated Junta, niece to Cato of XJiica, lifter to 
Brutus (O), and wife to Caffius, three moft zealous champi- 
ons for the public liberty. She died fixty four years after the 
battle of Pbilippi, in which her hufband loft his life. As Ihe 
was immenfely rich, her will made a great noife ; for Ihe left 
legacies to almoft all the great men of Rome, but nothing to 
Tiberius ; who did notfeem to refent in the leaft this omiflion, 
but allowed her panegyric to be pronounced in public, and 
her obfequies to be performed with all the pomp fuitable to 
her rank. Before the corpfe were carried, according to the 
Roman cuftom, the images of twenty of the moft noble fami- 
lies in Rome, to which the illuftrious deceafed was related ; 
but as thofe of Brutus and Cajfius were not feen among the 
reft, the people took thence occafion to extol the zeal with 

which thofe two heroes had formerly fignalized themfelves in 
the caufe of liberty *. 

C. Afinius Gal/us and C. Antiftius Veins were the follow- ^ 
ing confuls. During their adminiftration, the famous Sejanus na / c fa* 
took the firft fteps towards the execution of the black defigns racter an j 
he had been long foftering in his heart. As this powerful and purfuits of 
ambitious minifter henceforth to his downfal is to a£fc a prin- Sejanus. 
cipal part in the prefent hiftory, we fhall premife a fuccinA 
account of his "original, manners, and character copied from 
the moft creditable writers of antiquity. L. Mlius Sejanus 
was born at Vulftnii in Hetruria (Pj, fon to Sejus Strabo % 

who, 



origi- 



* Idem, c. 75, 76. 

of Agrippa, after Tiberius had divorced her to marry Julia. Tibe- 
rius had by her Drufut and Afinius G all us many children, viz. 
Afinius Saloninus, or Afinius Gall us t mentioned by Tacitus in this 
place, Afinius G alius % Afinius Poilio, who was conful in the year of 
Rome 756, Afinius Agrippa, and Afinius Celer, whom Pliny calls a 
confular man. 

(O) Junius Si/anus , who was conful with L„ Licinius Murana* mar- 
ried Servilia the filter of Cato, and had by her Tertia or Tertulla, 
and this Junia t who was filter to Brutus by the mother ; for Af. 
Junius Brutus was the famous Brutus** father. 

(P) The poet Juvenal alludes to Vulfinii the birth place of Seja- 
m* in the following lines ; 



Idem po/julus, fi Nurfcia Tbufco 

Fawiffet* Ji opprejfa foret fecura feneclns 
Principis, hac ip/a Sejanum dicer et bora, 
Augufiuw, Arc. ' 

For 

1 
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who, though commander of the praetorian- guards under Au- 
gujiusj and in the beginning of Tiberius' s reign, was but a 
private Roman knight b. His mother was defcended of an 
illuftrious family, wz. the yunian ; for Junius Bl<sfus who 
at the death of Augujlus commanded the legions in Pannonia* 
and afterwards ftgnalized himfelf again ft Tacfarinas in Africa* 
Was his maternal uncle. He had other relations in great em- 
ployments, and even brothers, who had been confuls * ; but 
thefe were perhaps of the /Elian family, into which Sejanus y 
as we conjecture from his name, was probably adopted. In 
the very beginning of Tiberius 9 s reign, he was joined with his 
father in the command of the praetorian guards, and even then 
in high favour with the prince 5 whence no collegue was af- 
figned him in that important employment, when his father was 
fent into Egypt* the government of which kingdom was by 
the regulation of Augujius committed only to private knights. 
In his early youth he was fufpefted of having for hire aban- 
doned himfelf to the lewd defires of the famous //picius ( Q_). 

As 

b Tacit, l.iv. c. 1. Dio. L lvii. p. 616- «. Vel l; Pater- 
cul. 1. ii. c. 127* 

For Nurfcia, or as fome will have it, Nortia, was the tutelar god of 
Vulfinu, as appears from Li<vy (5). 

( Q j The antietits mention three Apici'us % s 9 all famous epicures. 
The firft lived in the times of the republic, and is fpoken of by 
&hen<eus (6). The fecond, who is mentioned by our hi dorian in 
this place, lived under Augujius and Tiberius : and the third, as 
appears from Suidas, under Trajan. The fecond was the moft famous 
of all for gluttony ; for after he had, by voluptuous eating and drink-* 
ing, reduced his immenfe wealth to ten millions of fmall fefterces, h« 
chofe rather to put an end to his life, than retrench the ufual ct- 
pences of his table, for which the remaining fum was no ways 
fufficient. Tongues of peacocks and nightingales, and the molt ex- 
quifite meats, that the forefts, feas, or rivers, produced, were, fays 
Appian the grammarian, his daily food (7). He is ftyled by Pliny 
nepotum omnium alt ijjimus gurges . Seneca, who was his contemporary, 
tells us, that he publifhed a book of cookery with which he infecled 
the age he lived in (8), a treatife dc re culinaria, that is, of cookery % 
was difcoveredby Jlbanus Torinus in the ifland of Maguehnne near 
Montpelier in 1 529, and printed at Bafel twelve years after. .AnothM 
copy of the fame treatife had been difcovercd a hundred years 
before, by E hoc bus of /tjcoli, under the pontificate of Nicolas V. 

To both thefe manufcripts was prefixed the name of M. Carlius 

($) Liv. I. vii. (6) Atbtn. A iv. c. 20. (7) Vide Atben. I. 
iv. c. 20. ($) Seme, dt coh'-jL ad Aibm* 

Aptciut \ 
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As to his charac"re r, Tacitus draws it in the following lines : 
With various infinuations and artifices he got the afcendant 
over Tiberius fo far, that he made him referved to others, but 
to himfrlf carelefs and open. He did not accomplish this fb 
much through policy, for by that others overpowered him, 
as from the wrath of the gods againft the Roman irate, to which 
his rife and his downfal proved alike de/h utSh've. He had a 
Itrong body and a bold mind- He difguifed his own faults, 
and impeached others : alike fawning and imperious. By 
bis outward appearance one would have thought him modeft, 
but in his heart he had the moft infutiable third after power, 
to which he made fometimes luxury and bribery fubfervient, 
and fometimes induftry and application, qualities no Icfe per- 
nicious, when {hey are affumed for the vile purpofes of power. 
Thus far Tacitus. The ambitious favourite, feeing himfelf by 
the indulgence of his, kind matter, lifted up above his condi- 
tion, and raifed to the higheft pofts of the empire, began to 
entertain thoughts' of foaring ftdl higher. He was in power 
and authority the fecond man in the Roman ibte ; but this to 
his ambition feemed little ; he aimed at nothing lefs than trie 
fevereign power, towards the attaining of which, his hVft 
ftep was to gain the affections of the prartorian guards, who 
were all under his command. Till his time they had been 
quartered all ov.rthe city, and difperfed about the neighbour- 
ing towns and villages. But Sejanus pretending, that while 
they were thus fcattered, they lived loofe and debauched, and 
could not be eafily gathered into one body on any fudden 
emergency, obtained leave of the emperor to aflemhle them 
into one camp, where, he faid, the military difcipline would 
be obferved with more exadfcnefs and feverity. As foon as 
the camp was finifhed, he made it his chief ft'udy to gain the 
favour of the common foldiers by his afFability and obliging 
behaviour ; as for the tribunes and centurions^ they w^ro all 
chofen by him, an J he took care to employ none but his own 
creatures and dependents. Having thus attached to his inte- 
reft this formidable corps, the flower of the Roman forces, 
his next care was to gain, a ftrong party in the fenate, winch 
it was no difficult tafk for a favourite to effect, at whofe dif- 
pofal were both the public money and the public employ- 

Aftctus ; but VoJJius is of opinion, that this dpiciut lived long after 
the famous epicure of that name, whofe books, de irritametttis gul,e 
and de jufccltis, are mentioned by Seneca {9), Ifidore of Seville jo), 
and the old fcholiaft of Juvenal. 



(9) Senec. ibid. (10) IJid. /. xx de orig. c. 4. 
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merits ; for no fenator, however diftinguifhed by his birth or 
perfonal accomplilhmerits, was employed, unlefs recommend- 
ed by Sejanus He is faid to have gained over to his inte- 
reft even the wives of all the men of quality in Rome, by a 
private promife of marriage to each of them* when he attained 
the fovereignty. This encouraged rhern to contribute all that 
lay in their power to his grandeur, which they looked upon as 
their own, and at the fame time to acquaint him with the nioft 
fecret counfels of their hufbands e . He did not even neglect the 
emperor's freedmen, but carefully cultivated their frienJflijp 
too f. In the .mean time, Tiberius, though a man of great 
penetration, inftead of curtailing the overgrown power of his 
favourite, was ever extolling him, in his fpceches both to 
the fenate and people, as the fliarer of his burdens, and 
even fuffered his effigies to be adored in all public places, nay, 
among the eagles of the legions 8 j for they all carried the 
image of Sejanus in their colours, except thofe that were then 
quartered in Syria, which refufed to follow the example of 
the reft 

But Sejanus's defign of raifing himfelf to the fovereign 
power met with many obftrudtons. The imperial family 
had a numerous iffue ; the emperor's fon was a grown man, 
and his grandfons, the children of Germanicus, who was his 
fon by adoption, were now of age. This, however, did not 
deter Sejanus from his wickeu purfuits : he refolved to cut off 
the reigning family root and branch, that none of the blood 
of the Cajars might traverfe his ambitious defign. But as it 
■was dangerous to cut them off all at once, he refolved to de- 
ftroy the whole race by degrees, and to begin with Druju:^ 
■who was continually complaining of his overgrown power (R) 3 

d Tacit. 1. Hi. c. 2. e Dio.l.Ivii. p. 669. f Joseph. 
antiq. 1. xviii, c. 8. B Tacit. 1. iii. c 2. *» Suet, in 

Tib. c 48. 1 Tacit. 1. iii. c. 3. 

(K) Drufus complained, and indeed with a great dial of reafon, 
that while he, the emperor's fon, was in the flower of his age, 
another wis called, as coadjutor to the government, nay, was in a 
manner declared collegue in the empire. Sejanus , faid he, has al- 
ready formed a camp for the guards, that thus united, they may 
sill at once receive his orders ; the foldiery depend intirely upon 
him ; his ftatue is fet up in the theatre ot Vompey ; in his grand- 
children the blood of the Drufi will be mixed with that of' Sejanus \ 
what now remains but to fee him inverted with the fovereign power, 
while the emperor's fon is excluded fiom any fharc in the admi* 
filtration. 

and 
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and had lately upon fome conteft fliaken his fift at him ; and, His deftgns 
as he offered to rcfift, given him a blow in the face. Upon agatnft 
this affront,. Sejanus 9 after having examined with himfelf va- Drufus. 
rious expedients to rid himfelf of fuch a rival, refolved at 
length to apply to his wife Livia^ th<z fifter of Germanicus 
which he did accordingly > and having firft, by pretending a 
violent palli on for her, induced her to comply with his cri- ^ *f~^ 
minal deiires, prevailed upon her afterwards, without much fc C ^'r e 
difficulty, to concur with him in deftroying her hufband. " w ' 
Thus the niece of dugujlus^ the daugbesr-in-law of Tiberius y 
the mother of feveral children by Drufus* difgraced herfelf, 
her anceftors, and her pofterity, with a mean adulterer, and 
all to exchange her prefent condition, both honourable and 
certain, for the hopes of one equally infamous and uncertain ; 
for Sejanus had promifed to marry her upon the death of her 
hufband* and make her his partner in the empire. Eudemus 
was made privy to the wicked defign, becaufe he, as phylician 
to Livia^ under colour of his profeflion, was frequently with 
her in private, and confequently coulcl advife and direct her 
without giving any umbrage. Sejanus y to convince Lzvia of 
the fincerity of his intention, as to the promifed marriage, 
and thereby encourage her to difpatch her hufband, divorced 
his wife Apicatay though he had three children by her. But 
ftill the blacknefs of the crime frightened Livicij and her am- 
bition could not fm >ther, or get the better of her remorfe. 
Sejanus himfelf, abandoned as he was, could not, without 
horror, think of imbruing his hands in the blood of the em- 
peror's fon and hence caution, delays, and great conlufion 
in their counfels 1 . 

I n the mean time, Germanicus^ fecond fon, by name 
Drufusi putting on the toga virilis, or the manly robe, 
had the fame honours decreed him by the fenate, which 
hid been conferred on his elder brother Nero. On this 
occafion Tiberius made a fpecch in commendation of the 
youth, and likewife of his fon Drufus, on account of the 
kindnefs he fhewed to his brother's children (S). This 

raifed 

1 Tacit. 1. iii. c. 3. 

(S) Tacitus tells us, that Tiberius, in the end of his fpecch, told 
the confeript fathers, as he had often done before, that he defign- 
ed to take aprogrefs into the provinces, aliedging the multitude of 
veterans difc barged, and thence the neccfliry of recruiting the ar- 
mie9. On this occafion he enumerated all the legions then in pay," 
and named the countries where they were quartered. Ao from this 

U » w a detail 
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raifed new jealoufy in Sejanus^ who, judging it time to haftert 
He cAufes the execution of his wicked defign, ordered Eudemus to pre- 
Drufus to pare a flow- working poifbn, that the death of the young 
bepoi/oned. prince might be afcribed to a cafual diftemper. The fatal 

potion was adminiftered to Drufus by Lygdus the eunuch, 
one of his frcedmen, as was learnt eight years after, that is, 
the year in which Sejanus was difgraced, and puntfhed accord- 
ing to his deferts, this whole fcene of iniquity being theri 
brought to light by his wife Apicata, and the particulars of 
f.he murder owned by Eudemus and Lygdus on the rack. Dru- 

detail we may learn what forces the Romans had then on foot; 
what kings were their confederates, and how far the boundaries 
of the empire extended, it would be ail unpardonable omifiion not 
to acquaint our readers with it In thefirft place* Italy was guard- 
ed by two fleets, one at AHfenum in the Mediterranean , the other 
at Ravenna in the Adriatic fea, and the coaft adjoining to Gaul, by 
the galleys taken by Juguflus at the battle of AcJium, and fent well 
manned and equipped to Forojuiium. As to the legions, there were 
eight upon the Rhine, to keep in awe both the Germans and Gauls, 
and three in Spabt. In Mauritania reigned king Juha, of whom 
we fpoke above, a friend and ally of Rome ; the reft of Africa was 
kept in fubjection by two legions, and Egypt by the like number. 
Syria t quite to the banks of the Euphrates, was maintained by four 
legion's. Thrace was pofleued by Rhemetalces and the fons of Co/ys, 
who were in alliance with Rome ; on the banks of the Danube lay 
four legions ; two were quartered in Pannonia, two in Maejia, and 
two in Dalmatia. The latter two, by the frtuation of the country, 
were at hand to fupport the former, and might be foon in Italy 
upon any fudden emergency ; though Rome had her peculiar guards; 
nine praetorian and three city cohorts. Befides the legions, fleets, 
and cohorts, which we have enumerated in the feveral provinces, 
were ftoioncd, according to their fituation and neceflity, the fleets 
of the feveral allies, with bodies both of horfe and foot, no-ways 
inferior, either in number or ftrength, to the Roman legions. From" 
this vaft number of forces, kept in conftant pay, we may judge of 
the ftrength and wealth of the empire at x\\\i time. As to the 
emperor's intended progrefs, Suetonius tells us, that he often d& 
c-lared, in the fenate, his intention of vifiting the provinces and ar- 
mies abroad, and made almoft every year the neceflary preparations 
for his journey, ordering Carriages to be bought, and provifions to 
be laid in at a greac charge, in all the municipal towns, and in the 
co'onies t nay, lie went fo far as to let the people make their fo- 
lemn vows for his happy journey, and fafe return, but in th« mean 
rime never llirred out of Rome, or went only to the neighbouring 
towns; whence he was generally nicknamed Ca/lipedes, one who, 
according to the Greek proverb, was always running, yet ricver ad- 
vancing Q 10). 

(10) Sua. in Tib. c. 38* 

fat 
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fas fell into a lingering diftemper, pined away, and died. 
Tiberius^ during the whole time of the illnefs of his fon, ap- Tiberius 
peareci altogether unconcerned, perhaps to make a (how, fays Jhnvs no 
Tacitus , of the firmnefs and conftancy of his mind; nay , concern for 
after his death, when his corpfe lay yet unburied, he went to the illnefs 
the fenate, and, finding the confuls had left their curule chairs, an£ l d**tb 
and placed themfelves, as a token of their grief, on a cbm- of his fon. 
mon featj he put them in mind of their dignity and ftation, 
and the fenate burfting into tears, he fmothered his own for- 
row to comfort them, which he did in a fpeech uttered with- 
out the leaft hefitation : he told the fathers, that he was well 
apprifed he might be eertfured^ for appearing among therii 
•While his °;rief was yet frefli, when few in the firft tranfports 
of their for row could endure even the comforting fpeeches of 
their relations, or behold the day. Though thofe who thus His fpeeci 
indulged their grief were not, he faid, to be condemned of to the fe~ 
weaknefs, yet, for his part, he had fought for more power- note. 
fill comforts, fuch as arofe from purfuing the welfare of the 
republic. He then lamented the prefent condition of the im- 
perial family, the extreme age of his mother, the tender 
years of his grandfons, and his own life in its decline, and beg- 
ged, that the fons of Germarii'cus^ who alone could lefferi the 
prefent misfortunes, might be introduced. Hereupon the 
confuls went for them, and bringing in the two youths, Ne- 
ro and Drufus, prefented them to the emperor, who, taking 
them by the hand, addrefled the fenate thus: «< Confcript He recom- 
** fathers, thefe fatherlefs children I commended to their mends to 
u uncle, and befought him, though he had iflue of his own, them the 
** to bring them up, and cherifti them no otherwife than \{p> n * °f 
" they were immediately defcended from him. Drufus be- Germaai- 
u ing matched from us, I addrefs my prayers to you, and; cus * 
4i in the preferice of the gods and our country, conjure you 
to receive into your protection, arid take under your tui- 
tion, the great-grandchildren of Auguflus, defcended from 
u molt illuftrious anceftors ; fulfil your own duty towards 
* c them, fulfil mine. Then turning to the youths, » 4 To' 
u you Nero, to you Drufus^ thefe are in the (read of a fa- 
u ther : your condition is fuch, that whatever good or evil 
** befalls vou, muft befall the commonwealth. " This dif- 
Courfc was heard with great fatisfa£tion,' and drew tears from 
the eyes of all who were prefent. Had Tiberius ftopt here, 
he had left the hearts of the fenators full of companion and 
admiration. But as he repeated anew what he had often (aid, 
and what hud been as often ridiculed, viz. that he dt figned cu' 
reftore the republic, the fenators began to fufpect the finct:- 
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rity of his other aflertions k . Before the senate broke up, they 
decreed the fame honours to the memory of Drufus, which 
they had before decreed to that of Gerrnanicus, adding manv 
others to them,' ;tgp ecable ro the genius of flattery. The ob- 
feqaics were performed with the utmoft pomp, and the fune- 
ral proceffion diftinguifhed with a long train, of images, re- 
presenting /Eneas, the fu^pofed father of the jfuJian family, 
all the kings of Alha, Romulus the founder of Rome, all the 
heroes of the Claudian race, with Aftius Claufus, the firfl of 
that family who came to Rome, at the head of them. Tibe- 
rius himfelf pronounced • the panegyric of his fon, the people 
and fenate afTuming the outward appearance of mourners, but 
rejoicing in their hearts to fee rhe houfe of Germantcus nearer 
the throne. Befides, Drufus was generally hated, being cruel 
f T^, pafiionute, given to drinking, and all manner of de- 
bauchery (U). However, he Jived in a friendly manner with. 

Germantcus, 

i 

* Idem, c. 8. 

0 

(T) Tacitus and Dion CaJJius give us feveral inftances of Drufus 1 % 
cruelty. The former writer tells us, that when he firft preilded at 
a (how of gladiators exhibited in the name of Germantcus and his 
own, he betrayed fuch delight in blood, that his father was (aid 
to have reproved him for it. Dion CaJJius fays, that he often up- 
braided him with his cruelty both in public and in private, and 
adds, that from him (harp fwords were ltyled gladii Druftani. The 
perfon who exhibited the (how of gladiators ufed, as Lifftus ob- 
serves," to examine the weapons of the combatants before they en- 
tered the lifts ; on which occafion Drufus approved of fuch only as 
were exceeding (harp ; and thence (harp fwords were called Drw 
flan fwords. This was, no doubt, a great inllance of his cruelty, 
as it was of humanity and good nature in M. Antoninus to approve, 
on the like occafion, of (uch fwords only as were blunt, and in- 
capable of occasioning de^p wounds. Befides Drufus % as Dion in- 
forms us, was very pafli >nate, and, upon the leaft provocation, 
ready to itrike perfon s of the firlt quality ; whence he was nick- 
named CaJlor 9 whom the antient3 fuppofe Co have been a famous 
boxer. . 

( U') Tacitus tells us, that, in relating the death of Drufus, he 
followed the greareft parr of the Latin hiftorians, and the moll cre- 
dible ; but adds, that a ttrong report prevailed in thofe times, and 
was ftill current in his, as if Tiberius himlelf had, at the instiga- 
tion of Lygdns* presented the poifonous pounn to his fon. The eu- 
nuch, according to this report, charged Drufus with a defign of 
poifoning Iuh father ; and, privately warning the emperor of this, 
advifed him to bewire of the firll draught offered him in the next 

entertainment at his ion's houfe. Upon this Tiberius, fully per- 

fuaded 



guifhcd fidelity of their govrno-s, lie chofe to attack the 
another way, which was to roufj the old hatred Livi.i bo 
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Germanlcus, and, after his death, {hewed him Pelf kind, at 

leaft not ill- J if^^fed, towards his children. He left behind His off- 

him two Tons bom at a hirth, one of whom did not long far- fpring. 

vive linn, the other, named Tiberius Nero G.m^llu.. hved to 

the reign of Ca:.<s<, bv whom he was put to death. '2:hc?ius y 

if we may give credit to Suetonius k , defpi'ed them bo:h, as 

doubting whether they were really the fons of iJruftts. As 

foon as the funeral ceremonies were over, Tiberius re fumed 

his ufual employments, prohibited any farther vacation, and, 

to the ambaffadors of tiu Iliexfes or Trojans, who came 

fomewhat too hue w uh t;;e»r compliments of condolence, au- 

fwered, by way of raillerv, as if the memory of h*s lofs had 

been qui.e efFited, that !.'; in his tu-n condoled ith them 

for having lo:c fo nravj ?.•• I »n'xien: a ci iz..n ;is He£i,r m . 

Sejanus^ when he faw the death of Drujus pal*, unreversed, Sejamw » 
encouraged with the fucc fs of hi.s rirft at.empt, began to attempts to 
meditate how he might tV-ttnv the fotu of Gcrtninicus, whofe d e ft r °y A- 
{ucceffion to the empire was now imqucftionai-le. But as \\t g n Pp lna 
could not com pals his wicked ends by poifon, on account of**' 
the great vigilance of their mother A%ripp\na 9 and the diftin- c !i ten ' 

m 

way, which was to roufj the old hatred Livi.'i bore 
to Agrippind) and by her means raife jealouftes anu fufniciom 
againlt her and herchiliren in the mini of the emperor. 
His wicked counfcls had the defircd effeel ; for having by a 
thou f and calumnies and talfe infinuations rendered Livia 9 w ly o 
was naturally greedy of power, irreconcileable to the widow 

1 Suet, in Tib. c. 62. Ul Idem, ibid. c. 52. 

fuaded of Drufus y s wicked defign, after he had fat down to table, 
delivered to his fon the firft cup that was prefented to him, which 
the young prince, not in the Kail fufpecling any plot, gay ly drank 
off. This heightened the jeuloufy of 'TiSen'us, who, fcpon the 
death of his fon, which happened foon after, the potion hiving 
beforehand been poifoned by LygHus y concluded that Drufus 9 
through fear and fhame, had fwahowed that death which he had 
prepared for his father. This report our bifioiian rebate?, as void 
of all appearance of truth. For who can believe, fay* he, that a 
man of common prudence, much !eis Tiberius, 10 long pra&ifcd in 
great affairs, would to his own fon, without fo much as hearing 
him, prefent with his own hands the mortal potion ? He would, 
no doubt, have tortured the informer, inquired into the plot, en- 
deavoured todifcovcr the authors of it, and ufeel that caution and 
flownefs towards his only fon, hitherto never fu peeled of any fuch 
crime, which was natural to him, even in his proceedings a^ainft 
lirangers. 
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of her grandfon, he compafTed, by her means, the ruin of 
that unhappy family, as we fball foon have occafion to re- 
late. 

In the mean time Tiberius , renaming the care of public af- 
fairs, attended the adminiftration of juftice at Rome, and dif- 
patched the petitions from the provinces. At his motion the 
cities of Cityra in AJia and Mgyra in Acbaia, both over- 
thrown by an earthquake, were by a decree ef the fenate 
Vibius Se- eafed pf tribute for three years. Vibius Serenus, proconful 
renus tried Q f »j ne Farther Spain or Bcetica, being accufed of governing 
and con- p, ov i rice \ n a violent and arbitrary manner, was con- 

emue . demned an( j banifbed into the ifland of Amorgos* Btit Carfm 

Sacerdos and : 'pa/Vr Gracchus (W), being charged with Ap- 
plying "Tacf annas with corn, were bqth acquitted n . This 
year at length, after many complaints from the praetors, which 
iiad proved ineffectual, Tiberius, who had before laid the. 
players under various reftraints, and curtailed their wages, 

repre fen ted to the fenate, that they had on many occafions 
xaifed tumults, and difturbed the public tranquility, that they 
promoted debauchery in private families, that the obfeeni- 
ties of the Of can farce, the fame with the Atellana^ of 
which we have fpoken in a foregoing volume o, we re 
rown to fuch excefs, that it required the authority of the 
Stage- fenate to check them, &c. Upon thefe complaints from 
flayers dri the emperor, the players vvere all driven out of Rome and 
rvenout l^ly * % an d forbidden, if we believe Dion Cajftus % to ad 
ef Italy. j n 2nv place whatfoever of the Roman dominions. The lame 

year, died one of Drufus J s twins, for whofe death the empe- 
ror was greatly concerned, and no lefs affli&cd for that of 
Lucius Long us, his antient and conftant friend, and the only 

» Idem, c. 13. « Hifi Univerfal. Vol. XT. p. 463 nor. (S\ 
P Tacit, c. 14. Suet, in Tib. c. 37. 4 Di o. 1. lvix. p 617. 

( W) Cains Gracchus was fon to Sempronius Gracchus, who, On 

account of his amours with Julia, had been banifhed by Augufim 
into the ifl.ind of Cercina, and afterwards aiTatfinated there by ?/« 
berius's orders. Wnen he hrft left Italy t he took his fon Os/aj,fhen 
very young, along with him, as a companion in his exile. Cam 
j;rcw up there among fugitives and men deftitute or liberal educa- 
tion, and afterwards fupported himfelf by traffic between Jfrica 
and Sicily. But, notwithstanding the low condition to which he 
was reduced, the fpendor of his illuftrious family would have oc- 
cafioned his ruin, had not AZ litis Lamia and Lucius dpronius, fuc- 
ceflively proconfuls of Africa, cleared him from the crime laid to 
his charge. 

fenator 
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frnator who had attended him in his retreat to Rhodes, and 
ihared with him both his good and bad fortune ; for which 
real i>n, though he was but a new man, the fenate decreed 
him a public funeral, arid a ftatue to be placed in rhe forum 
built by Augujlus. At the fame time, Lucilim Capito, theLucil'ui 
emperor's procurator in Jfia^ being accufed before the fenateCapito 
by the province, 'Tiberius p rote fled, that Lucilius had no an- cwdemned. 
thonty from him but over his (laves, that lie had only em- 
powered him to collecl: his domeftic rents, and therefore, if 
he had ufurped the authority of a praetor, or employed miliuiy 
force, he had therein tranfgrefTed his orders. Hereupon the 
fenate, after hearing the allegations of the province, found 
hitn guilty and condemned him. The cities of sljia were 
fo taken with the moderation Tiberius {hewed on this oc- 
cafion, and the feverity with which he had proceeded the 
year before againft Ca'tus Si/anus, accufed of cruelty and 
extortion, that they decreed a temple to him, to his mothe;, A temple 
and to the fenate, and obtained leave to build ir. For this ererted to 
conceflion Nero returned thanks to the fenate and his giaiui- Tiberius, 
father in a fpeech which charmed the fathers, who imagined 

they heard and faw Germanicus himfeif r . This temple was 
built at Smyrna, and finiflied three years after as Dion Cetjnts 
informs us r . Towards the end of this year Servius AJat?- 
ginenfis dying, his fon was appointed Jiamen Dialis, or pn« ft 
of "Jupiter , in his room, and Cornelia chofen fuperior of ihe 
veftals in the place of Scantia, likewife deceafed. To Cor- 
nelia a prefent of two thoufand great fefterces was decreed, 
and a privilege granted to Livia of fitting amonglr the veftals 
in the theatre c , whofe place was, as Suetonius informs us, 
over-againit the praetor's tribunal u , no other women, how- 
ever diltinguifhed , having a peculiar place, but all fitting pro- 
mifcuoufly together, apart from the men, puifuant to the re- 
gulations of Augujlus. 

Tub following year, Sergius Cornelius Cethcgus and L.Vi- Tiberius 
j'eflius I'arro being confuls, the pontiffs, and a her their ex- i €tra y S 
ample the other priefts, making vows for the profperity of f ome jjf a f_ 
the emperor, commended at the fame time Nero and Drufus fection /# 
to the gods ; which greatly provoked Tiberius, who, fending Germani- 
for the pontiffs, examined them, whether they had paid that cus'j ehil- 
compliment to the intreaiies or menaces of Agrippina. The drtn . 
pontiffs denied both, but neverthelefs the emperor rebuked 
them for putting youths upon the level with a man of his year?, 
and afterwards in a fpetch to the fenate warned the fathers 

r Tacit, c. 1 5, r Dio. I. Ivii. p. 607. c Tacit. 

1. iii. c. 16. " Suet, in Aug. c. 44. 
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to take care for the future not to feed the pride of the young 
men with untimely and too early honours. Sejanus 9 ever 
intent on improving all opportunities of inflaming Tiberius 
againft Ap'ippina y laid hold of this to infinuaU, that Home 
was rent inu fcdttons, that already fome had the holdntfs to 
declare t hemic Ives, openly, the partisans of Agrippina % and 
that there was no other remedy againft the prevailing fpirit 
of faction, but the cutting off, under other pretences, one or 
two or the moll forward and powerful. Hereupon it was by 
the deluiicd emperor thought expedient, that the fuppofd 
rihng l.ivtion lhould be immediately fupprefled, hy the utter 
C".!»i» Si!!- ruin uf all the friends of the houie of Germanicus. The 
us u„uf*J. chief among thefe were Caius Silius and litius Sabinus y and 

with shum it was agreed to begin this general mailacre. Other 
confuL-riitions, bciides the friendfhip of G ermani cu s y concur- 
nJ 10 min Silius, He had commanded for feven years a 
powet ftil army, and had been diftinguifhed, as we have related 
above, with the cnfigns of trian.ph for his exploits in Germa- 
ny ; lie had routed Sacrovir y and fupprefled the revolt in 
1*7;../ ; but by boalting his fcrvices, and publicly vaunting 
that he had feci; ted the fovcreign authority to Tiberius^ by 
keeping his fokiiersin their obedience, when the other legions 
in Gts njw.y revolted, he haJ incurred the difpleafurc oi the 
empcrot, who, thinking himftlf incapable of rewaid'fig, as 
l.e ought, fuch important fervjees, was glad of any favour- 
able opportunity to get rid of the perfon who had rendered 
them. So that his chief ofilnce was over-much fervice done 
xo % iihrim ; thence that refined obfei vation of Tacitus y that 
benefits are fo far acceptable, as it feems pofiible to requite 
them ; but when once they have exceeded all retaliation, 
hatred is returned for gratitude. His wife too, by name 
Sofia Gaih y contributed to his ruin by her friendfhip and 
intimacy with A 6 rippiua. Both Tilerius and Sejanus thought 
it advifeable to have Siiius and his wife airaigned firft, and 
poftpone tor fomc time the trial of Subiuus. Accordingly, 
l« fenate was fummoncd, and Silius accufed by Varra (X) 

t 

« 1 

(X) Tacitus tells us that 5Ww 9 feeing the conful engaged againil 
bim as an accufer, begged the emperor to poftpone the trial till 
the time of his confulfliip was expired ; but that his requelt wis 
rcjc&ed by Tibsriut, who, cloaking his a£h of tyranny under 
venerable old names, anfwered, that as other magittrates were ai* 
lowed to bring particulars upon their trial, the prerogative of a 
conful in the like cafe ought not to be infringed, fince it wa* etnefly 
incumbent upon him to take care, that no damage accrued to eke 
icpubiic. 
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the conful of keeping up a correfpondencc with the authors 
of 1 he revolt in Gaul y and of difhonouring his vi&ory with 
cruel extortions; the behaviour of his wife, and her avarice 
were l&ewife objedted to him, SUius made no defence, be- 
ing well appnfed it would be to no purpofe : he only drop- 
ped fume words to ftiew by whole malice he was opprellcd. 
They were both declared guilty of trcafon, for under that 
article the whole charge was brought againft them. SUius Prevents 
prevented his condemnation by a voluntary death ; yet his hhcondem 
eftate was confifcated, contrary to the conftant cuflom of nation by* 
Auguftns % who beftowed on the children of the condemned voluntary 
the eftates of fuch as died before fentence, whether their death. 
death was natural or voluntary. His wife Sofia was baniflied 
at the n.otion of Afinius Gai/us, who propofed, that one half 
of her effe&s fhould be forfeited, and the other left to her 
children. Marcus Lepidus voted the fourth part to the accu- 
fers, as the law required, and all the reft to the children. 
Which of thefe two opinions prevjiled, our hiftorian docs 
not intotm us. On this occauon Cotta Meffalinus moved, 
that by a decree of the fenate, governors of provinces, how- 
ever innocent in themfelves, lhould be equally punished for 
the crimes of their wives as for their own. As this decree 
is mentioned by Ulpian^ we may fuppofe that it palled this 
year, though that writer fpeaks of it as ma»le four years he- 
fore. Colpurnius Pifo was tried next, and charged oy Qtiin- Ca!pqrni* 
tus Granius with treafonable words privately uttered again It us Pilo 
the emperor : to this charge the accufer added, that Pijo kept trhd. 
poifon in his houfe, and came into the fenate armed With a 
dagger. The latter article feemed incredible, and therefore 
was dropped ; but for other crimes, of which he was no lei.* 
falfly accufed, he was put upon bis trial, but his con icmnatioti 
was prevented by a natural death (Y). Then compLim* were 

(Y) L. Lalpvmiut Pi/o was one of the boMeft men at that time 
in Rome, and had threatened as we have related above, to quit 
Rome, and to retire into fume diftaut corner of the earth, where 
he might be free from the mercilefs ptirfuits of the informers. 
Tiheriui bore this calmly, nay, he even defcended to loueu Www 
with kind words. Afer wards, the undaunted Pifo, in defi- 
ance of the power of Ltvia, profecutcd her favourite Ufgnhwin, 
and could not he prevai ed upon to drop the profecurion, ttinu^l^ 
the hud taken fan£tu*iry in the emperor** pa'ace. This a In lite- 
rim diflembled ; but though he often fupprelied his rel'entment, yet 
deep impreffions remained in his unforgiving foul. /V/* is now 
charged with treafon, and but for a natural death, whicii vuytca- 
lonabJy intervened, mull have been pisnilhcd as a myicr. 

X x x 2 nude 
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CalTius Se- made of CaJJius Sever us (Z), who, though formerly confined to 
verus eon- the ifland of Crete for his petulant and fatirical writings, yet 
fned to Se- continued even in his exile his former practices, defaming the 
rip h os. moft illuftrious perfons in Rome. He was therefore ftript of 

his eflate, and banifhed into the inhofpi table ifland of Seriphos, 
which we have defcribed elfewhere u. About this time Plau- 
tlus Silvanus praetor killed his wife Apronia y by throwing her 
headlong out of one of the windows of his apartment. Where- 
upon, being carried by Apronius his father- in- law before the 
emperor, he pretended, that while he was afleep, his wife had 
been the occafton of her own death. Upon this anfwer, 27- 
bcrius* unmindful of his dignity, haftened to Sihanus 9 s cham- 
ber, and finding there evident marks of his violence and his 
wife's ftruggling, he made his report to the fenate, who im- 
mediately appointed judges to try the praetor. In the mean 
time, his grandmother Urgulania y who, as we have obferved 
above, was one of Livia's chief favourites, finding (he could 
not with all her intereft fave* the life of her grandfon, fent him, 
by the advice of Tiberius y as was fuppofed, a dagger, which 
Plautius w * s tacitly advifing him to prevent his impending condemna- 
Silvanus tion by a voluntary death. The criminal had not courage e- 
prevents no.igh to make ufe of the dagger ; but caufing his veins to 
biscondem- be opened, bled to death. After his death, his former wife 
nation by a iV u man t iu , whom he had divorced to marry Apronia^ was 

'voluntary 

death. u Hift. Univerf. Vol. VII. p. 477. 

(7,) Augupus was the firft, as we have obferved above, who 
brought libels under .the penalties of the law of majefty or creafon. 
To this he was chiefly induced by the infolence of CaJJius Sgverus, 
who had in his wricings wantonly defamed the moft illuftrious men 
and women in Rome. He was of a mean defcent, but an excel- 
lent fpeaker, and had a particular turn for fatyr. He wrote alfo 
a hiftory, which we find quoted by Suetonius (11) and Tettullian 
( Seneca makes honourable mention of him in his controverfy 
( 1 Tacitus tells us in this place, that he grew old among the 
rocks of Sen phot ; which is agreeable to what we read in Eufebius, 
viz. that CaJJius Severus, a famous orator, died of want in the 
twenty fifth year of his exile, be ng reduced to fuch poverty, that 
he had not wherewithal to cover his nakednefs (14). S. yerom fup* 
po.es him to have died for want of ncceflaries in the eighth year of 
hib uaniflimct { 1 5). 

( 1 T, Suit, in VitelL c. 2. (12) Tertul in apolog. (13) 
Se»ec con trover J. 3. init+ ( 1 4) Enjeb. in cbron. (15) Hier. 

in cbrun, 

accufed 
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accufeJ of having, by charms and potions, difo r dered the un- 
derltanding of her hufband but was acquitted «v. 

This year at length put an end to the war with Tac fari- 
nas the Numidian, who was utterly routed and killed by P. 
Dolabelia, proconful of Africa, with the affi dance of Ptole- 
my, who had fucceeded his father Juba in the kingdom of 
Mauritania. The proconful defired the enftgns of triumph 
for his victory, which had been granted to three others ; but acfar,n aa 
Tiberius refufed him that mark of diftinclion in compliment vj*ff». , 
to Sejanus, that the fame of his uncle Bltejus might not be an " kl ' 
thence eclipfed. Dolabella on his return to Rome brought with 
him many diftinguifhed captives, among whom was the ion 
of Tacfarfnas ; and was attended by embafTadors from the 
Carama tes, a people of the Inner Libya, who, being fright- 
ened with the death of Tacfarina^ whom they had afliited, 
thought it advifeable to appeafe, by an embafly, the refent- 
ment of the Roman people. To Ptolemy, king of Mauri- 
tania, who had bore great (hare in this war, was difpatched 
a fenator with an ivory ftaff and an embroidered robe, pre- 
fcnts which the Roman people ufed to fend in antient times to 
kings, who were their friends and confederates*. The fame ^ ^ 
yeir, one Titus Curtifius, formerly a foldier of the praetorian 
guards, fowed the feeds of a fervile war, inviting by dcclara- ^.gfji^ i n 
tions publicly hung up ail flaves to refume their liberty. But - ts 
this tumult was fupprefied juft as it was breaking out, the 
leader himfelf and the mo ft refolute men of his party being 
furprifed and dragged to Rome* which was already in great 

confternation on account of the immenfe number of domes- 
tic flaves J. 

During the fame confulate, Ro7ne faw an example of Vibius Se- 
horror and unnatural cruelty, which alone is fufficient to ren- renin nc 
tier the reign and memory of Tiberius execrable to the lateft cm fief bv his 
pofterity. Vibius Serenus, proconful of the Farther Spain, own fori. 
was condemned, as we have related above, for arbitrary ad- 
tniniirration, anvl banifhed to the ifland of Amor gas. Rut 
now that unhappv father is dragged from the place of his cxlc 
to a frefh trial, being accufed by his fon of treafonablc prac- 
tices again ft the majefty of the emperor. The father appear- 
ed before the fenatc, bound in chains, with a d ejected ccun- 
tt nance, and in the difmal habit of a criminal, while the fun, 
in the gay eft attire, as if he intended to infult nature it fell, 
Pledged a y\oX. framed by his father again ft the emperor, w - 
cufmg him at the fame time of having lent confpiia.ors into 

w * Tacit, ibid. c. 15 — zz. « Idem, c. 23 — 27. y Mem, 

r » - 

Caul . 
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Gaul^ to ftir up the people there to rebellion. He likcwtfe 
charged Casiiius Cornutus^ forme ly pnetor, with haviii' 
fuppliej the confpirators with money. Czmittui though inno- 
cent, no fooner heard in miclt accufed, than, looking u t »«»u 
his accufation only as a fignal of deft ruction, lie laid violent 
hanJs on himfelf. But Srrenus, turning full upon his Ton and 
fhaking his chains, begged of the gods with tears in his eyes, 
that they would reftore him to the \ dace of his exile, where 
he might pafs his days far from fuch objects of horror, and 
that they would one day take jufb vengeance of fueh a cruel 
and unnatural fon. He then urged, that Cornutus was inno- 
cent, and only frightened with a falfe accufation ; and chal- 
lenged his fon to produce other witnelFcs and name other 
confederates, fince it was not probable, that with one accom- 
plice only he fhould have thought of murdering the prince, 
and introducing a change in the government. The accufer 
then named Cneius Lentulus and Seius Tubero^ both men of 
the firft rank in Rom/ 9 and Tiber ius's intimate friends. Ee- 
fides, Lentulus was extremely old, and Tubero broken wirh 
infirmities ; infomuch, that Tiberius himfelf could not help 
blufhing in hearing them named. Dion Cajfius tells us, tfut 
Lentulus, finding himfelf, aged as he was, charged with the 
meditating the murder of the pnm~c ami i change of itate, 
broke into a loud laugh ; and that the emperor inltantly ac- 
quitted him, faying, I do net ds.Jcrve to live, if I am hated e- 
ven by Lentulus z . Tubero was I sice wife difcharged, but the 
flaves of the pretended criminal were examined upon the rack, 
and their teftimony proved favourable to their matter. Here- 
upon the populace, provoked at fuch monfrrous and unheard- 
of proceedings, began to threaten the unnatural fon with the 
punifhments inflicted bv the laws on parricides; which fo 
terrified him, that he fled privately out of Rome and with- 
drew to Ravenna. But Tiberius, ftill remembering fome ex- 
prellions, a little too free, which Sit c>tu$ had ufed in a letter 
written to him eight years before (A), and no-wife difguifing 

2 Di o. 1. lviii. p. 630, 631 . 

(A) Tacitus tells u c , that after the condemnation of Libo Dru/m, 
Sdreum had by letters upbraided the emperor for not rewarding the 
fn.gular zeal with which he had fignahzed himfelf in that trial, ufmg 
f\pre(fions more free than the tender ears of a prince, naturally 
pro :d and jealous of his prerogative, cou.d bear. Our hillorian, 
in hi* account of that famous trial, which he fecrns to have deicub- 
ed pretty minutely > does not mention herenttt among the informer?, 
though he acted, as appears from this paflage, a chief part on that 
occdiun. 

his 
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his oil hatred, obliged the Ton to return and purfue the action 
begun a^amit his father. Nothing could be proved againft q-y e rg „ 
him ; ncveitnelcli the votes being laken, he was fentenccd to <vcnzrfu' 
death as a tray tor. And then I iberius, to mitigate the odi- tether of 
u.n accruing to him from lucU a crying piece or' injuttice, l^iberius. 
granted him his hie. . Hereupon yljinius Gal/us was tor con- 
jinmg him to the ifland ot Gyarus, or to that of Donuja \ 
this motion was dilliked by the emperor, becauic both thefe 
iflands were deftitute of water, and to whom life is granted, 
faid he, the neceflaries of life ought likewife to be granted. 
Seraius was therefore remanded to Amorgos *, The death of 
Cornutus, who had laid violent hands on himfclf, gave occa- 
iion to the following motion in the fenate ; viz. that when 
a pcrfon charged with treaion Jhould put an end to his own 
lit- before he was condemned, the accufers ihould lofe their 
rewards, which were die fourth pai c of the condemned per- 
fon's eltate. This motion feemed rcafonable, and would have 
been generally approved or, had not 'Tiberius, throwing off He openly 
his ufual ditguifc and rekrve, openly declared himfelf an ad- countenan- 
vocate for the accufers, laying with great Iternnefs, that by this ces the ac- 
means the lawa would be defeated and the republic overturned; cufcrs. 
and that they had better difannul the laws themfelvcs, than 
remove then guardians. Thus thefe bloody and definitive 
instruments, fays Tacitus, never uifficiently curbed by any 
terrors or puniihmenis, were now allured and encouraged by 
ample rewards u. The fame year, were accufed and convict- 
ed C uus Co mini ui , a Roman knighr, publius Si/ius, former- 
ly quaeltor to Germanicus , and Catus Firmius, a fenator. 
Csminius had written a Icurrilous poem againft the emperor, 
who neverthelofs pardoned him at the intrcaties of his bro- 
ther, who was a fenator. Stlins, being convidted of talcing 
a bribe in an affair winch he was to decide as a judge, was 
by the fenate only condemned to be driven out of Italy ; but 
this fentence appearing too mild to the emperor, he cau fed 
him to be baniihed into an illand, after having declared upon 
oath, that he confulted therein the welfare of the republic. 
This (everiry, which was then (harply cenfured, turned af- 
terwards to the emperor's praife : for Silius, returning to 
Him.? in the reign of Claudius, proved an abandoned mer- 
cenary, and one of the moit mifchicvous miniftcrs of that $ ervera j 
inhu man prince ; a proof this, of *1 ibefius s deep penctrati- ^^y-y^^/j <?f- 
on and thorough knowledge of mankind, a knowledge in cu fed- 
which he has been equalled by few, and excelled by 
none. C<itus Firmius was likewife by the fentence of the 



Tacit, c. 28 — 30. Idem, c. 30, 31. 
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fenate to be expelled Italy for forging crimes of treafon a- 
gain (I his fitter. But as he had been inftru mental in pro- 
curing the deftru&ion of Libo Drujus, by fir li malicioufly 
feducing him, and afterwards informing again ft him, as we 
have related above, Tiberius, mindful of this fervice, but 
pretending other motives, faved him from banilhinent, but 
diJ not oppofe his being expelled the fenate e . 

Cremutius "Tacitus begins the following year, when Coffms Cornelius 
l>1 u ' Lentulus and Af. AJinius Agrippa were confuls., with an ac- 

ana.gne count G f t | ie arraignment and noble defence of Cremutius Cor- 

dis, a celebrated hiftorian, who was accufed of having prattled 
Brutus in the an nab he had pubhlhed, and ftyled Caffius the- 
//// RjmaiM, which was the elogium bellowed upon 

him i»y Brutus hi. rife If. His accufers were Sutrius Secundus 
an i Pln.irius Nat La, both creatures of Sejanus \ which he 
looking upon as a iignal of his deftruction, and belides ob- 
fjrving great flrernnefs and indignation in the countenance of 
Tijrriusy he caff, away all hopes of life, fpoke in his own de- 
fence with the fpirit, and in the ftyie, of a true Roman (B), 

and 

c Idem, c. 31. 

(B) " As to fac"b, confeript fathers, faid he, I am fo free from 
gu-lt, that word* only are produced againlt me. But neither 
were my words uttered againlt the prince or his father, who are 
the only perfons comprifed under the law of treafon. I am charg- 
ed with having praifed Brutus and CaJJius, men whofe exploits 
** many have difplayed, and all in honourable terms. Titus Liviw, 
one of our moll famous writers, both for eloquence and veracity, 
bellowed fuch high encomiums upon Pompey* that Auguftus fly'cd 
him a Pompeian ; nor did this in the lealt prejudice their friend- 
Ihip Fie no where calls Scipio Africanus* nor even this CaJJsm y 
thii Brutus* thieves and parricides , as they are now a days com- 
44 mor.ly termed, but often mentions chem as worthy and famous 
«* men. The writings of AJinius Poiiio have conveyed down to ui 
<l the memory of the fame men under honourable characters. Mef- 
44 fal a Cowinut was proud of having had Cajfius for his general ; 
• s and for all this both thefe writers flourifhed, both in wealth 



1 t 



it 



** and honours, under Auguftus. M. Cicero extolled Cato to the 

*' Ikies ; and neverchelefs G&far the dictator contented himlelf 

44 with anfweiing it in the fame lly!e, as if he had been before his 

44 judges. The letters of Marc Antony* the fpeeches of Brutus* are 

«■ full of reproaches againfl Auguftus, falfe indeed and groundlefs, 

44 but urged with great bitternefs. The poems of Bibaculus and 

** Catullus, though fluffed with fatirical and virulent reflections 

* k upon the C<sfars % are ftill read. The deified Julius, the deified 

44 Auguftus x 
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and then, withdrawing from the fenate, ftarved himfclf to Ends bis 
death. The fathers condemned his books to be burnt by the life by a&- 
acdiles ; but they were flill privately difperfed and read, bothy?'*****, 
in Tiberius** time and many ages after : whence our hiftorian 
takes occafion to deride the ftupidity of thofe, who imagine 

" Augu/fus, bore thefe invectives, and winked at them, whether 
" with greater moderation or wifdom, I cannot eafily fay. For 
" things of that nature, if neglected, are but ftiort- lived ; where- 
" as they argue, when refented, a guilty confeience. I forbear 
" mentioning the Greeks, among whom, not only the freedom, 
" but even the licentioufnefs, of fpeech is unpunifhed ; or if any 
" correction is returned, it is only by revenging words with words, 
" It has been ever allowed, and at no time thought matter of re- m 
" proach, to pafs our judgment upon thofe whom death hath ex- 
" empted from hatred and favour. Do I with feditious harangues 
" inflame the people to civil wars, or exhort them to join CaJfiuM 
" and Brutus, now in arms, and matters of the fields of Pbilippi ? 
" Brutus and CaJJius, now above (eventy years flain, are ftill known 
f< in their ftatues, which even the conqueror did not deltroy : 
(t why then may not an hiftorian preferve their memories in hit 
" writings ? Impartial pofterity does every one juftice ; and if 
" my death is determined, there will not be wanting Tome, who 
" will not only maintain the memory of Brutus and CaJJttts* but 
" mine too," Notwithftanding this noble defence, the hiftorian, 
not doubting but he wouid have been condemned by the fervile fe» 
nate, returned home, and ended his life by abfttnence. What Cor- 
dus fays here of the ftatues of Cafpus and Brutus, is confirmed by 
other writers, namely by Plutarch, who tells us, that Juguflus took 
care, that all the honours which had been paid to the two heads 
of the republican party in their life -time, mould be preferved in- 
violable to them after their death, and relates to this purpofc the 
following ftory : As Auguflus was pafling through the city of AJedi- 
olanum in Cifalpine Gaul" he obferved a ftatue of Brutus, which was 
of excellent workmanmip, and itrongly refcmblcd the original. 
Upon this he halted, and, in the presence of many who attended 
him, called the magiftrates before him, and told them, that their 
town had broken the league, and honoured one of his enemies. At 
firft the magiftrates denied the fact, and, not knowing what he 
drove at, ftared upon one another, as men under an inexpreflible 
furprife. Then Auguflus, pointing to the ftatue, afked them with 
a frown, // not that my enemy \ whom you have received into tbevery 
heart of your city ? At thefe words the magiftrates, ilill more afto- 
nifticd, were ft ruck dumb. Whereupon Auguflus > finiling, com- 
mended them for their conftancy to their friend , though in adver- 
fity ; and left orders, that the ftatue ftiould remain Handing as he 
found it. (16). 

(16) Pint in Bruia. 

Vol. XIII. Y y y they 



538 The Roman Hiftory. Book III. 

they can by their prefent power conceal the tranfa&ions of 
their times from future ages ; whereas it happens quite other- 
wife for the punifhment of writers gains credit to their writ- 
ings, and kings reap no other fruit from it, than infamy to 
themfeives, and glory to thofe whom they thus perfecute <*. 
But time has dori'j what the emperor could not effect with all 
his authority - 9 only fomc few fragments of Cremutius Corpus's 
hiftory have been transmitted to us by Seneca % the reft hav- 
ing been long fince loft. For this whole year accufations 
were purfued with fuch warmth, that even during the feftival 
of the Feriis Latina? while Drufus^ probably the fon of Ger- 
manicus^ who had been appointed governor of Rome? was 
afcending the tribunal to take pofleffion of his new employ- 
ment, Calpurnius Sabuianus accofted him with a charge againft 
Sextus Marius, which 'Tiberius highly refented, publicly re- 
buking the informer, who was thereupon immediately banifh- 
ed by the fenate. The inhabitants of Cyzzcum were this year 
accufed of neglecting the worfhip of the deified Augiiftus> 
which they had eftablifhed in their city, and of committing 
Tbeinba- vlo ^ ences u P or * fame Roman citizens (BB). They were there- 
bitants of ^ ore ^ e P r ^ vec ^ °f their liberty, which had been formerly grant- 
Cyzicum ea> tnem °y tne Roman people, in coniideration of their gallant 
deprived of behaviour during the Mithridatic war f , as we have related 
their ti- elfewhere. Fonteius C*pito 9 formerly proconful of Afia , was 
ber/y. accufed at the fame time, but acquitted, it plainly appearing, 

d Tacit.c. 34. Dio. I. Ivii. p. 619. Senec. ad Marc. c. zz. 
Cassiod. chr. Alex. p. 492. e Vide Se n e c. in fuaf. de mort. Cic. 
i Tacit, c. 36. Suet, in Tib. c. 37. Di o. 1. Ivii. p. 619. 

(BB)The Cyxicans had begun to build a temple in honour ofJu* 
gujius, but neglected to finifli it, and befides, had committed vio- 
lences upon fome Roman citizens (17). Of the latter fault they had 
been guilty alfo in the reign of Auguflus, who thereupon deprived 
them of their liberties, which, however, he rcltored to them foon 
after (iSJ. In the Mithridatic war they fuitaincd a fiege, as we 
have related in our hiftory of Pontus, with incredible bravery, and 
rcpulfed the Icing. But now, without any regard to their former 
fcrvices, they are ftripc of thofe privileges, which they had pur- 
chafed by a molt gallant behaviour, and at the expence of their 
blood (19/ We do not find, that their liberties were ever after 
reftored to them ; whence we conclude, that Strabo was either 
dead, or had put the lall hand to his work before this year, the 
eleventh of Tiberiut's reign, fince he writes, that in his time the 
city of Cxxicttm was free (20;. 



(17*) Suet, in Tib. c. 37. 
36. Dio. I, Ivii p. O19. 



(1 8) Dio I. liv. 
£20; Ssrab L xii. 



(19) Tacit. e> 

that 
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that the crimes laid to his charge by Villus Scrcvus, were forg- 
ed- And yet Serenus efcaped unpunifhed ; nay, the public 
hatredhe hadincurred,by falfly arraigning pcrfbns of the great- 
eft diftin&ion, rendered him the more fecure : for, as our 
hiftorian obferves, the more mifchievous an accufer was, the 
fafer he was, thofe only of the tribe being furrendered to pu- 
nifhment, who were incapable of doing great mifchicf g . 

About this time, embafladors arrived in Rome from the 
Farther Spain 9 to beg leave of the fenate to erecl a temple, 
after the example of Afta^ to Tiberius and his mother. When 
they were introduced to the fenate, the emperor laid hold of 
that occafion to confute thofe who had taxed him with ambi- 
tion, for having allowed the Afiatics to pay him divine ho- 
nours, and fpoke in the following manner : " I know, con- Tiberius*/ 
'< fcript fathers, that I am generally blamed, and taxed with w ff rea " 
" inconftancy, for not oppoling the cities of AJia^ vthen f om "S a ' 
they petitioned for this very thing. I fhall therefore now - 
acquaint you with the motives of my foimer filence, and m 'j ttn S *' 
" at the fame time with the rules I propofe to follow for the nours 
" future. As the deified Augufius did not oppoie the found- 
" ing of a temple at Pergamus to him felt* and the city of 
" Rome fC), I, with whom all his actions and fay in gs have 

the 



cc 



c Tacit, ibid. 

(C) Though in Augufius' % time temples were built even in ho- 
nour of the proconfuls and governors of provinces, yet that prince, 
as Suetonius informs us, would fuffer no temples to be erected to 
him aione, but jointly to him and the city of Rome. Thus the 
temple mentioned here by Tiberius, was built at Pergamus by the 
communities of A/ia, and confecrated to Rome and Augufius. The 
rcprefentatio n of this temple is to be'feen on Cevcral coins which have 
reached our times, with this legend, Com Afiae. Ro?n. et Aug that 
is, The communities of Afia to Rome and Augultus (21). The Smyr- 
ncans firit erected a temple to Rome in the year of the city 558 zz : 
their example was followed about twenty four years after by the 
inhabitants of Alabanda, a city of Carta Jn procefs of time, 

a temple was erc&ed in the city itfelf to Rome and Venus. Of this 
temple Prudentius fpeaks in the following lines : 

— colitur nam /anguine iff if) fa 
More dear, nomenque loci ceu numen babe fur : 
j*E que urbis V cwifquc pare /e culmine tollunt 
Temp/a, jimu I gem in it ado lent ur tiura deabus. 

(21) Fide Dion, L li. ad annum 755. (22, Tad:, c. 56. 

Liv. 1, xliii. 

Y y y 3 
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44 the force of laws, followed a precedent already approved 
46 the more willingly, becaufe to the worfliip beftowed up. 
44 on me was annexed that of the fenate. But as the accept- 
•* ing of that honour in one inftance deferves pardon, fo to be 
44 adored in every province, under the facred reprefentationsof 
44 the deities, favours of pride and ambition : befides, the ren- 
44 dering common, and in a manner proftituting, this honour, 
44 would be detracting from the glory of Augujtus. For myfelf, 
44 confcript fathers, I acknowledge to you, and would have 
44 poftcrity to know, that I am a mortal man, and fubje&, 
44 like others, to the common functions of nature. It is e- 
44 nough for me to hold the chief place among you, and pof- 
44 terity will fufliciently honour my memory, if they believe 
44 me to have been worthy of my anceftors, careful of your 
4C affairs, unmoved in dangers, fearlefs of private hatred for 
4< the public welfare. Thefe are the temples which I would 
4C raife in your breafts, thefe the beft and moft lafting images. 
44 As for temples and ftatues of ftone, if thofe who are wor- 

44 Ihipped in them come to be condemned by the judgment of 
46 poftcrity, they are defpifed as their fepulchres. I there- 
4 4 fore here implore our allies and citizens, all the gods and 

45 goddefles, befeeching the latter to grant me, to the end of 
44 my life, a mind undifturbed, and a thorough knowledge of 
44 the laws human and divine, and the former to celebrate my 
44 actions, whenever my diflblution comes, with a kind re- 
44 membrance. 99 Thus fpoke Tiberius ; but his reafoning, 
however judicious and wife, was varioufly conftrued, fome 
afcribing his thus reje&ing divine honours to modefty, others 
to diffidence, and many to a meannefs of fpirit unbecoming a 
prince. But whatever was his motive, he thenceforth conti- 

The fame poet addreffes elfewhere Rome as a goddefs, thus : 

Ex audi, regina tui pulcberima mundi, 
Inter Jydereos Roma recepta polos. 

Claudian places this temple on mount Palatine : 

Cowveniunt ad tccla dcaf t qu<c Candida lucent 
Monte Pa/atino, &c. 

Say i that poet fpeaking of the temple confecrated to Rome (24). 

(24) Claudian, dt laud* Stilic. I. ii. 

nued 
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nued to flight, upon all occafions, and even in private conver- 
fation, divine honours f. 

And now Sejanus, intoxicated with his exceflive power, Sejanns 
and befides egged on by the importunity of Livia, the wife of ajks young 
Drufusj who was continually reminding him of his promife, Livia in 
prefented a memorial to the emperor, begging that if a huf- marriage. 
band were fought for Livia, he would remember his friend 9 
to whom he had already given innumerable inftances of his 
affection and benevolence. He added, that Augujius, in the 
difpofal of his daughter, had not been without thoughts of 
fome Roman knight ; that he had nothing in view but the 
glory of fuch an affinity, and the fafety of his children, fince 
their alliance with the imperial family would fufficiently fcreen 
them againft the wrath and malice of Agrippina ; for him- 
felf, he faid, he cared to live no longer, than he could be fer- 
viceable to fo gracious and benevolent a prince. Tiberius, Tib«rius*j 
for a prefent anfwer, commended the fidelity of Sejanus, cur- an/wer f 
forily recapitulated his own favours towards him, and demand- him, 
ed time to examine his requeft with more maturity. At 
length he returned this anfwer : « c That princes were not, 
'* like other men, guided in their purfuits by the notions of 
tc conveniency, but were, in their actions, chiefly to confi- 
*« der the applaufe and approbation of the public; and there- 
" fore, that he would not put Sejanus off with this obvious 
" and plaufible anfwer, that Livia could herfelf determine 
»* whether (he would marry again or no, or that (he had a 
" mother and grandmother, with whom, as nearer relations, 
4t (he might advife j but would deal more candidly with 
cc him . And, in the firft place, as to the enmity of Agrippi- 
11 na, it would become more outrageous, if, by the marriage 
" of Livia, the houfc of the C&fars were rent, as it were, 
" into two oppofite parties ; that even as things ftood, great 
46 emulation reigned among the women, which occafioned a 
" mutual mifunderftanding in his grandfons. What would be 
4 j the confequence, if, by fuch a marriage, the conteft and 
4< difagrecment were heightened ? For you are deceived, AV- 
44 janus, if you think to continue then in the fame rank you 
44 are now in. Can you imagine that Livia, who was firft 
" married to Cuius Carfar y and afterwards to Drufus, will 
4C be fatisfied to grow old with a perfon only of the equcftrian 
44 rank f If I fliould fufter you, after your marriage, to rc- 
44 main in the fame ftation, do you think that thofc would 
4< fufTer it, who have feen her brother, her father, and her 
4< anceftors, fhining in the firft dignities ? You propofe con- 



f Idem, c. 37, 38. 
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<e tinuing in your prefent rank ; but thofe very magiftrates, 
* c and great men, who, in all affairs, affedfc to corifult you, 
cC openly complain, that you are already lifted up above the 
* 4 rank of a knight, that you furpafs in power all my father's 
« c friends, and therefore, out of hatred to you, cenfure me. 
« c Auguftus, you fay, had fome thoughts of giving his daugh- 
ter in marriage to a Roman knight. What wonder, ifdif- 
« c tracked with innumerable cares, and well apprifed to what 
< c a great height he raifed the perfon whom he diftinguifhed 
* c with that match, he talked of Proculeius (Dj, and fome 
lc others of the fame rank, remarkable for the retirednefs of 
cc their lives, and no-ways engaged in affairs of ftate ? But 
cc if we are moved by the hefitation of Augujius^ how much 
* c more ought we to be influenced by the refolutionhe took 
*« in the end of giving his daughter firft to Agrippa, and af- 
4C ter wards to me ? Thefe confederations I have, out of 
cc friendfhtp, fuggefted to you j however, I will not oppofe 
« 6 your inclinations, or thofe of Livia. What I am now 
cc meditating with myfelf in your favour, by what ties I am 
« 6 contriving to bind you to me, I will forbear at prefent to 
«« relate. Thus much only I will fay, that there is nothing 
" fo high, but your abilities and zeal for me may juftly 
*< claim. Thefe my fentiments I will, on a proper occafion, 
* c declare either in the fenate, or the aflembly of the people." 
Sejanus was alarmed at this anfwer, as being well acquainted 
with the emperor's obfeure and diftruftful temper: laying 
therefore afide all thoughts of marrying Livia, he earneftly 
intreated him not to give ear to the flanderous reports of his 
enemies, nor hearken to the malicious infinuations of fuch as 
hated him, only on account of his unftiaken fidelity. The 
more he reflected on Tiberius' s anfwer, the more ap pre hen- 
five he grew of giving him any umbrage. He was chiefly at 
a lofs how to comport himfelf with refpedl to the crouds of 
perfons of all ranks, who daily frequented his houfe to court 

CD) Caius Proculeius was brother to Varro Murarna, who con- 
fpired againft Augujius. Their filler was married to Meeanas (25). 
His two brothers, Scipio and Murtrna, having loft their eftaces in 
the civil wars, he referved only one third of his eftate for himfelf, 
and gave the reft to them, for which generofity he is defervedly 
celebrated by Horace in the following lines : 

Vi'vet extento Proculeius <rvo 
No tits in fratres anhni pat etui. 



(25) Dio. /. liv 



his 
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his favour. To refufe them admittance would be impairing 
his power, and the encouraging them might, as he juftly ap- 
prehended, furnifh a handle for criminal accufations. In this 
perplexity he came at length to the following reiolution, was. 
to urge the emperor to leave Romc^ and to retire to fome 
pleafant place remote from the noife and hurry of the city. 

From this counfel he promifed himfelf great advantages 5 Sejanus 
there could be no accefs to the prince but by him ; all let- urges the 
ters and exprefles, as they were conveyed, according to the emperor ta 
cuftom which then obtained, by foldiers, who were at his de- Uave 
votion, would pafs through his hands ; the emperor, declin- Rome,*m</ 
ing in age, and, growing flothful and effeminate through the 
folitude of the place, would more eafily transfer upon him in l5m 
the whole charge of the empire ; finally, he himfelf fliould be 
removed from the crouds of fuch as, to make their court, at- 
tended him at Rome, which would flop one fource of envy. 
He therefore began by little and little to rail at the hurry of 
bufinefs at Rome, cunningly infinuating to Tiberius, the great 
and enormous inconveniencies of the city, the conftant trou- 
ble of attending the fenate, the difcontented and feditious 
temper of the people, highly extolling at the fame time a quiet 
and folitary retirement, a life without anguifh of mind, free 
from envy and ill-will, and therefore more fit to difpatch im- 
portant and weighty matters. A trial, which happened about 
this time, gave no fmall weight to the cunning infinuations 
of Sejanus. One Votienus Montanus (Ej, a man of great Votienus 
wit, was charged with contumelious fpeeches againftthe em- Montanus 
pcror. M mill us the witnefs, a rough and unthinking foldier, accufedand 
to make good his evidence, repeated word for word what he conaemnea » 
had heard. The fathers endeavoured with their clamours to 
flop his mouth ; but to no purpofe, /Rmllins obftinately per- 
fifting in the odious detail, and reheard ng with a loud voice all 
the reproaches he had ever heard uttered again ft the prince, 
who was fo affected with them, that he could not forbear cry- 
ing out, that he would inltantly clear himfelf, cither in their 
prefence, or before an aflembly of the people, Votienus was 
condemned, and, according to Eujeblus \ confined to the 

11 Eu sub. in chron. 

(E) Votienus Montanus is commended by Seneca as an orator of 
great fame (,26), and by O vid a* a poet of no mean character : 

£>uique njel in: paribus nnnterh. Montane, ncl <tq*iis 
$uj/i:i: t & gem i no carmine notnen habes. 

(,26) Scr::, /. v. cont rover, 7, 

JJalearif 
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Balearic iflands. At the fame time was condemned to ba- 
nifbment Aquila, a woman of diftin&ion, for adultery, and 
Apidius Merula expelled the fenate for not having fworn up- 
on the a<£ts of Auguftus 1 , Next were heard cmbaffadors 
from the Lacedaemonians and Mejfenians 9 about the right each 
people claimed to a temple of Diana, which the fenate, af- 
ter hearing the parties, adjudged to the latter The citizens 
likewife of Segejlum in Sicily fent deputies to Rome, begging that 
the temple of Venus Erycina, fallen through age, might be 
rebuilt. This charge 'Tiberius readily took upon himfelf, 
becaufc the Scgejlani were fuppofed to be likewife defcend- 
ed from the Trojans. Then a petition was heard from 
the inhabitants of Marfeilles, claiming the eftate of one Vol- 
catius Aiofchus, who, being banifhed from Rome and by them 
admitted a citizen, had left to their republic, as to his country, 
his whole fortune. Their claim was approved, and the eftatc 
of Mofchus furrendered to them. This year died three Ro* 
mans of great diftin&ion, viz. Cneius Lentulus 9 Lucius Do- 
mitius, and Lucius Antonius. Lentulus had been conful, and 
rewarded for his victories over the Getuli with the enfigns of 
triumph : he had long borne private poverty with great 
patience, and afterwards with equal modefty enjoyed great 
wealth virtuoufly acquired. Domitius was the fon of Lucius 
JDomitius, who, being condemned by the Pedian law as privy 
to the murder of Julius Cafar, though he was no ways ao 
ceffary to it, betook himfelf to Brutus and Cajfius, who were 
his kinfmen, and continued with them till their death ; after 
which he retained the command of the fleet, which they had 
given him long before, and confiderably augmented it in fpite of 
all his difafters. At length, when the republican party was irre- 
coverably ruined, he furrendered the fleet under his command 
to Marc Antony, and was the only perfon, condemned by the 
Pedian law, who was allowed to return to his native country, 
where he was advanced to the higheft honours. Upon the 
breaking out of the civil war between Antony and Oclavianus y 
the former appointed him his lieutenant ; but he not ap- 
proving of Antony's conduct, and fome offering to confer the 
fupreme command upon him, he retired to Auguflus, and died 
a few days after His fon, mentioned here by Tacitus, 
Jed a Roman army beyond the Elb, and advanced farther into 
Germany than any had done before him ; whence he was ho- 
noured with the enfigns of triumph. He married Antoma 
the younger, or, us Suetonius has it, the elder m , and had by her 



1 Tacit, c. 41, 42. k Idem, c 43 
C v m Idem, ibid. 9. 5. 
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Cneius Domitius 9 the father of the emperor Nero. Lucius 
Jtttonius, who likewife died at this time, was the Ton of Ju- 
lius Antonius, whom Au^ujhis put to death on account of his 
criminal converfaticn with Julia. Upon the death of the 
father the emperor removed the fun, then a child, to Marfeii- 
Us 9 where, under pretence of pui fuing his ftudics, he was 
long kept in an honourable exile. However, as he was the 
grandfon of Uclavia, Augu/ius's fitter by his mother Alar- 
cella, he was honoured with a public funeral, and his hones 
were, by a decree of the fenate, repofitcd in the tomb of the 
Qclavian family n . During the ad minift ration of the fame 
confute, Lucius Pifo, governor of the Hither Spain, as he Lucius Pi- 
travelled through the province unguarded, was attacked uana {og§<vertjor 
wares by a peafant, and difpatched with one blow. The of Hither 
affaflin, by the fleetnefs of his |iorfe, efcaped to a neigh- Spain kil- 
bouring foreft, and there quitted him. But the horfe bci ng Mha 
taken, the owner was foon difcovered, feized, and put to the P ea f ant ' 
rack, which he bore with incredible conftancy and refolution, 
declaring in the language of his country, that his accomplices 
might fafely ftand by ; for no torture or pain, however ex- 
quilite, (hould extort from him a difcovery. The next day, 
as they were dragging him again to the rack, he broke from Ivs 
keepers, and daihed his head with fuch violence again ft a 
Hone, that he immediately expired 

The following year, Lentulus Getulicus % the fon of Cneius Poppas 
Lentulus mentioned above, and Cams CaJvi/ius Sabinus being Sabinus 
confuls, Pbpptfus Sabinus was honoured with the enfigns of defeat j the 
triumph for his fuccefsful exploits againft the wild Tbracians, Thraci- 
who had taken arms, and endeavoured to drive the Romans ans. 
out of their country, on account of their railing recruits 
amongft them, and conveying their ftouteft youth out or the 
country. They were, after a moft vigorous refinance, ut- 
terly defeated by Sabinus, and forced to fubmit. This year, 
difcord began to reign in the imperial family, which we fhrill 
fee end at laft in the deftru&ion of Agrippina. Claudia Pul- 
chra^ her coufin, being accufed by Demitius Afer of adultery 
with one Furnius, and likewife of employing magical charms 
and preparing poifon for the emperor, Ihe flew to Tiberius 5 
and finding him by chance facrificing to Augujius, as fhe was, 
notwitftanding her great virtue, of a violent temper, (he took 
occafion from the facrifice he was offering to upbraid him, and 
tell him, that it ill became the fame man to offer victims to 
the deified Augujlus, and pro (ecu te his pofterity \ tiiat his di- Agrippi- 
vine fpirit was not trans fu fed into dumb ftatues and images \m % *j u fl 

rtpi'OAcb 

" Tacit, c. 44. • Idem, c. 45, 46. «f°« Tibc " 
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that the genuine images of Auguftus wore his defcendants > 
of whom ihc hcrfclf was one, in great diftrefs and in the (late 
of a fuppliant. She added, that other crimes were in vain 
alledged againft Pulchra^ when rhc only cau'e of her intended 
juin was, that' flic h.ul unad\ ifedly loved /fg> ippina, even to 
adoration, not remembering the fate of S^fit y whole con- 
demnation and misloi tunes weic owing to the fame crime, 
the like unfeafonable affection. Thefe bitter words highly 
provoked Tiberius ; but ne\ erthclcfs, as he had a perfect 
to nm.iiiJ of his temper, he only rebuked her, Lv telling her 
in a iitcek vcrfe, which he quoted tiut of an ancient tragedy, 
If you /io not reign, you think yoiajclf injured ; and then Oil* 
j s m fll-d her, without vouchfaflng ha any fuither anfwer. Pul- 
,/). a and Furnius, notwithstanding the felicitations and n inui,* 
ihanccs of Agrippina, were both condemned. Some time 
Shd./x>rs after, Agrippina falling fick, the emperor went to pay her a 
,t ilcunA \ifn, when (he, after many teais and long iilcnce, at length 
biij'ound. intreated liim to give her ahufband, in whom {lie and the ch 

dren of G cvmannus might find a faithful piotecfcor again ft the 
malicious deftgns of their enemies. But Tiicrius, well ap- 
prifed to what a height of power in the irate the perfon wouJJ 
he railed, who married the grand -daughter or Augujius, ami, 
on the other hand, not earing openly to wichlUi.d fo ie«fonabh 
a requcir, Lit ic ihouid bcti a v jerdoufy or fear m him, mftani- 
Jy left her, though very pre fling witn him, without leturning 
her any anfwer. This behaviour was highly relented by Agrippi- 
71a, and Sejanus, to inflame her fiill mo;e, and by that means 
?h>eiide- huften her uiin, employed his fee ret agents to warn her, under 
ei'veHfa colour of fiiendfhip, that poil^n was piepared fur her, and that 
t>\ ftcrtt fhc ought to avoid eating at her father-in-law's table. As 
trynfiof Agrippiiju .was a ft i anger to all di /Emulation, ihc followed 
bejunus. their advice ; and though fhe fat near the emperor, touched 

no part of the meat ; which Tilei ius obferving, to be the better 
convinced of her fuf^ieioiri, after having piai'ed the apples 
that liood before him, prefentcd foinc of tln.ni to her with 
his own hand. This only incteafed the fufpicion of Agrip* 
pi'UJ, who, without f > much as offering to talk* them, deli- 
vered the. n to the waiters. However, Tiberius, al way s dail$ 
2111 1 lefervel, fpo.ee not a word openly ; hut turning to his 
jiiotlvr, A' j tu nulr % fa id he, it I ft.ould up. Jlzarity with her > 
ft'ice jhe c''jrges zuit': a deign of poijonuig her. Hence a 
j ii mour w-. i iinnu: ii.it j! ipreau abroad, that her i u in was re- 
ioh. ed i.po i ; but th..: the emperor, not daring to attempt it 
fiprnty, inJ eh >ie to uif.^accli her by fume fecret means. Th 
i'»'i't*y to f ippr- f» tint tcpor:. by diverting t i ic pu bl ic talk 
imj.i oilier t .»pic > attended u.e fjiutc u ith great aillduity, 

and 
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an! save audience to fcverui enVafTadors from Jfia* contcnJ- 

in-'- in what city the temple lately decreed to Tiberius, fhuuhi 
be built. Ki>r this honour eleven cities irrove ; but when the 
votes of the fenators were collecSted, the pretenftons of Smyr- 
na were preferred (F). It was alio moved by Vibius Afar/us, 

true 



(F) For this honour eleven cities ftrove with equal ambition, urg- 
ing their antiquity and diltinguifhed zeal for the Roman people, dur- 
ing their feveral wars with Perfes , Arijlonieus, and other kings. Bat the 
Hypfpenians, Trailians, Laodiceans, and Mavnefians* were difmitied at: 
once as not fufficient for the charge. The Ilenfes or Trojans repre- 
sented, that Troy was the mother of Rome; but had no advarrage 
above the relt, betides the glory of antiquity The Halicarnafitans 
urged, that for twelve hundred years their city had not been fha- 
ken by earthquakes, and promifed to lay the foundations of the 
temple on a folid rock. The fame plea was brought by the inhabit- 
ants of Pergamus ; but as a temple was already erecled in their city 
to Auguftus* that dittmrlion was judged fufficient for them. The 
cities of Epkefm and Miletus were thought already Sufficiently ta- 
ken up with the ceremonies of their pecular deities, the former 
with thofe of :hc latrer with tnoie of Apollo. Thus the 

difpure was confined to Sar/fes and Smyrna. The fo-mer urged their 
antiquity, power and opulence ; they recited a decree of the He 
tfurians y acknowledging them for kinftnen. For they pretended 
to derive their original from Atys, the Ion of Hercules by Ompkale, 
who, as we have related in the hiltory of Lyd ; a, is fuppoled to have 
had two fons, Lydus, and lyrrbenus ; the former remained in his na- 
tive country, winch from him was called Lydia, and the latter 
fettled in Hetruria, where his followers were from him named Tyr- 
rhenians. They likewile enlarged on the opuicnce, of the ancient 
Lydians ; on the colonies fent under Pelops into Greece, which from 
him took the name of Peloponnefus ; their league with Rome during, 
the war with Mace don, Sec. The account they give here of the. r 
original does not intirely agree with what we read of it in Dhmfius 
of Halicarriajfus and Velleius Paterculus (27). The Smj means hke- 
wife difpiayed the glory of their antiquity and founders, of whom 
we h ive fpnlccn at length in our hilrory of AJia ; but infilled chiefly 
on their early friendfhip wirh Rome, and kindly offices to rhe Ro- 
ma?t peop'e, whom ihey aflited, not only in their foreign wars, 
but in thofe which were waged in the very bowels of Ualj m 
They dctircd the fathers to remember, that they had, before any 
ether peopie whatloever, erected a temple to Rome, when rhe power 
ef the Roman people was indeed great, but not yet rmi'^d to its 
^reatelt height, tince Carthage was i\\W Handing, and X/r.i governed 
l*v mighty king* : they laid great HrfOi on 1 heir t;enen-n y to Syl.'a* 
Uic maei abic condition of whofe auny, u-.uk 10 peiijh 511 a icvue 



fid, Dio,:. Htfi .v. / i y<n Pdtvcu: /. i 

7, / z j v. iniw 



54 8 The Roman tliftory. Book III, 

that Lentulus* to whom had fallen the province of AJia± 
fhould have a legate extraordinary appointed to fupervife 
the building of the temple- The motion was approved, 
and Lentulus im powered to chufe whom he plea fed ; but he 
through modefty declining to name one, Valerius Nafo was 
drawn by lot from among thofe who had been praetors p . 
Tiberius This year at length, the twelfth of his reign, Tiberius put 
abandons in execution the defign, which he had long meditated and 
Rome. from time to time deferred, of leaving Rome. At his de- 
Year af- parture he gave out* that he was going into Campania only to 
ter the dedicate a temple to Jupiter at Capua* and one at Nola to 
hood, Auguftus ; but in truth determined never to return to Rome, 
foe* C " hiftorians, who wrote before Tacitus* afcribe this his re- 

Chrift 26 f°l ut i° n to tne artnj l irifinuations of Sejanus ; but, as he conti- 
Of Rome nue ^ in n ' s retirement fix years after the difgrace and exccu- 
774. ' t '° n °f Sejanus^ that writer thinks he was influenced by fome 

other more powerful motive, namely, that of concealing in the 
darknefs of a retired and folitary place his natural inclination 
to cruelty, lewdnefs, and debauchery (G), Some believed* 

that 

p Idem, c, 53-^57. 

winter for want of cloaths, was no fooner related to the citizens of 
Srjivma, at that time by chance aiTembled, than they all ftript them- 
felves of their own garments, and fent them to the naked legions. 
This ligrial inflance of their great fidelity and fincere attachment 
to the Roman people made fo deep an impreiTion upon the whole 
aiTembly, that the honour, for which Co many cities contended, was 
by a great majority conferred upon them (28}. 

(G) As to his debauchery, Suetonius tells us, that in his youth he 
was much given to drinking, that in Head of Tiberius Claudius Nero, 
he was nicknamed Biberius Caldius Mero. Afterwards being raifed 
to the fovereign power, continues the fame writer, at the very time 
he was reforming the manners of the people, he fpent one night and 
two days in carouiing with Pomponius Flaccus and L. Pi/o, to one of 
whom he gave immediately the province of Syria, and to the other 
the government of Rome, ftyling them in his letters, jucundifimt 
& omnium b or arum arnicas. Eeing invited to fupper by Sextiut 
Callus % an old debauchee, who had been noted with infamy by J»- 
gujlus, and feverely reprimanded by bimfeif in the fenate, he ac- 
cepted the invitation,' upon condition, that he altered nothing of his 
old way, arid that they were ferved at table by naked virgins. He 
preferred a man of a mean extraction, who flood for the quseftor- 
fnip, to fcveral competitors of great dillin&ion, for no other rcafon, 
bin becauie he had drank with him an incredible quantity of wine 

(18) Tacit, c. 55, 56. 

it 
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that in his old age he was afliamed of the figure of his perfon ; 
for he was very thin, tall, and (looped ; his head was bald, 
his face full of ulcers, and for the mod part befmearcd with 
ointments (H). During hi* retirement at Rhodes* he ufcd 
to avoid as much as he could, appearing in public, and to 
conceal his debaucheries in the recefs of a folitary life ; 
whence many concluded, that he had been prevailed upon, 
not fo much by the plaufible perfuafions of Sejanus, as by 
his own natural inclinations, to retire from the city. Some 
gave out, that he was driven from Rome by the reftlefo and 

at one meal. He prefcnted Afellius Sabinus with two hundred 
thoufand fefterces for a dialogue he wrote between the mufhroom, 
the beccafico, or fig- pecker, the oyfter»and the thrufti, which were 
all his favourite dimes (29). As to his lewdnefs, excefies fo deteft- 
ably infamous are related of him by the fame writer, that they 
feem almoft incredible. We (hall not defile our hiftory with the 
infamous detail he gives us of them, but only relate One inftance 
out of the many which that author produces. He tellt us, that a 
very fcandalous picture, done by the famous Parrbafius, and repre- 
fenting Atlahta and Mkleagtr^ being left to the emperor as a lega- 
cy, upon condition, that if he liked not that piece, he mould have 
a million of felterces paid him immediately in its ftead, he not only 
preferred it to the faid fum, but caufed it to be hung up in his 
room (30). % 

(H) Suitottius defcribes his perfon thus : he wai, fays he, of a 
ftrong weil-fet body, fomewhat exceeding the common fize ; broad 
in the bread and moulders, in the reft cf his limbs from head to foot 
well proportioned. He ufed for the moil part his left hand, in the 
joints of which he had foch ilrength, that he could run his lingers 
through a green apple, however found, and dun a man with a fil- 
lip. His complexion was fair ; his hair long behind, fo as to cover 
his neck, which was peculiar to the Claudian family. His counte- 
nance was graceful, though covered with fmall pimples ; he had 
large eyes, and could fee in the dark, but only for a (hort time, and 
when he Jirft awaked- He (looped, efpecially when he walked, and 
Ihewed always a great deal of Jevcrity in his Hern looks. He was 
flow of fpeech, and in private con verfation was continually moving 
his fingers, in a manner which no- ways became him. All thefe 
imperfections, fays the fame writer, and indications of arrogance, 
•Auguftut obferved in him, and frequently endeavoured to excufe to 
the fcnate and people, reprefeifting to them, that they were defefts 
in nature, but no imperfections in his mind. He was very healthy, 
and fcarce ever out of order the whole time he was emperor, though 
from the thirtieth year of his age he lived as he pleafed, without 
hearkening to his phyficians (31). 

(29) Stat ibid. c. 42, (30) Jdtm Hid. C31) M* V.\J 
68. 

infupporialle 
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infupportable ambition of his mother, whom on one hand he 
fcorned to admit as a partner in the fovereignty, but on the 
other could not intirely exclude, fince the fovereignty iticir 
If hat was her gift fl). Whatever was his motive, though he re- 
prompted moved to feveral places, he never returned once to the city 
him to re- d ur j n g tne remaining part of his reign. He departed with a 

fmall attendance, having with him but one fenator, Cocceius 
Nerva? formerly con ful, and well verfed in the knowledge 
of the laws, one Roman knight, befides Srjanus, bv name 
Curtius Atticus (K), and fome men of letters, chiefly Gresks y 
with whofe converfation be was pleafed and amufed q . Sue- 
tonius tells us, he left orders, chut during his abfence no one 
fhould come near him, and that on his journey he declined 
all communication r . Upon his departure the aftrologers 
gave out, that he left Rome under fuch a conjunction of the 
planets, that he would never return thither, and that his end 
was at hand. That he wjls never to return to Rome proved 
true ; but the conjectures, publifhed by the aftrologers con- 
cerning his death, ought to have convinced the world of the 
falfhood of that art, iincc it proved fatal to its profefibrt, of 

1 Tacit, c. 57, 58. r Suet. ibid. c. 40. 

(I) Li<via having prefled him very earneftly, as we read in Sue- 
tonius, to advance aperfon, whom he had admitted citizen of Rome, 
into the number of the decuries, he abfolutely refufed to do it, un- 
lefs fiie would allow it to be infer ted in the regifter ; 7 hat it nvas 
extorted fro?n him by his mother. This Li<via took greatly amifs, and 
immediately produced certain letters which Jugujlus had formerly 
written to her, complaining of his ftubborn temper and the into- 
lcrable pervcrfenefs of his manners, and caufed them to be public!/ 
read. This infpired him with fuch an averfion to the emprefs, who 
had fo long preferved,and fo maliciouily produced, thefe letters, that 
being no longer able to bear the fight of her, he was thought by 
lome to have withdrawn from Rome, that he might have no farther 
intercourfe or communication with her (32). Tacitus makes no 
mention of thefe letters, but only fays thar Li<via % who knew he 
was indebted 10 her alone for the empire, fince (he had prevailed 
upon s/'tguftus to adopt, contrary to his inclination, Tiberius, and 
exclude Gtt> manicus, imperioufly reclaimed the power which flie had 
procured him. 

(Kj Curtius Jftticus was in high favour with Tiberius, which was 
the eaule of his ruin, Sejanus, who was jealous of his power, hav- 
J ' by falfe infinuations brought him into difgrace. To him Ovid 
micribed two elegies, <viz. the fourth and feventh of his fecond Look 

dd Po/ito. 
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whom m.inv were, for their predictions, either put to death, 
or involved m endlcfs calamities, which with all their know- 
l;d«rc oF the liars they had not forefcen f ; whereas Tiberius 
hved eleven years after his retreat. However, their cenjec- 
tviich touching his death were very near being fulfilled foon 
after his departure ; for,, as he was Tupping in a cave of one 
of hi* villas, called thence Spelunca (B), its mouth fell fud- 

denly 

^Tacit. ibid. 

(B) Seneca tells us, that the Romans, generally fpeaking, chofe to 
buiid their country feats nearfome cave, to which they frequently 
iffnrtcd, efpecialiy in the fummer. He gives us a very particular 
ueYcripciuu or two grottos or caves adjoining to the country feat of 
Vatia. The cave tpoken of here lay, according to our hiftorian, 
between the Amyclean fea and the mountains of Fundi, or, as it is 
now called, FondS, that is, between Caieta and Tarracina ; for 
between thefe two places flood dmycl/e, which gave its name to the 
neighbouring fea. PH»y[$$) and Minus (34") tells us, that the 
territory of Amy d<e. was fo infelted with ferpents and vipers, that 
the inhabitants were obliged to abandon their dwellings and fettle 
elle where. Amycla is mentioned by Virgil : 



ditijjimtis agri 



Qui fuit Aufonidum, Cif tacit is regnarvit Amyclis> 

m * m 

fays that poet (35). He gives the epithet of tacitus, fdent, to Amy- 
da, either becaufe it was built by the Lacedemonians, who, as they 
followed the doctrine of Pythagoras , always inculcating filence, were 
thence called tactti, qr, becaufe of a law which obtained in this 
place, forbidding under fever*e' penalties any one to mention the 
approach of an enemy. Thefe are the conjectures ofServius in his 
comments upon this place. He adds, that before this law was 
nude the city was daily alarmed by falfe reports, as if the enemy 
had been already ac tl^e gates, from which terrors and uneaflnefs 
the abovementioned law indeed delivered them; but in the end it 
proved their ruin ; for no one venturing to tranfgrefs it, even 
when the enemy appeared unexpectedly under the walls, the city 
was taken and deitroyed. To this Silius alluded in the follow- 
ing words j 



quafque cuertere Jilentia, Amy cite ( 3 6) ; 



and Lu:ilius % a 3 quoted by Servius, I mufl /peak, for by filence the 
( VP PH*. I Hi c 5. (34^ Sol da Italia, c. z. (35) Virg. 

- E /icid. 10 <v. 564.. (36) 5/7. / %'iii. *v. 5*9. 

city 
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dcnly in, and buried under it feme of his attendants ; which 
fo frightened the reft, that, abandoning the emperor, they all 

Sejanus fled, except Sejanus 9 who covering the emperor's body with 
gxpofes bis his own, and ftooping upon his knees and hands, received all 
fjsrfon for the ftones that fell from the roof ; fo that Tiberius e leaped 
Tiberius, quite unhurt. From this time the emperor, looking upoq 

him as one quite regardlefs of his own fafety and only folicit- 
pus about his, repofed an intire confidence in him, blindly 
following all his counfels, however bloody and deftru&iye. 
This confidence the wicked minifter abufed to the defrruclion 
of the family of Germanicus? which alone could thwart his 
ambitious defigns ' He attacked firft Nero 9 Germanicus's eld- 
eft fon, and confequently next in fueceflion, fuborning per- 
fpns to mifreprefent all his actions to 'Tiberius. Nero was a 
# young prince no-ways ambitious, but unmindful of that 
¥* ° nn f s circumfpeclion which his prefent fituation required. He was 
JiTr-ace* 0 ""^^ anc * ill-advifed by his freed-men and followers, 
J»ftbT\- wno » defirous of having the power in their own hands, were 
beriua. continually animating him to exert the courage and refutation 

becoming a perfon in his ftation ; that both the people and fol- 
diery longed to fee him {hare the government with his grand- 
father ; and that as to Sejanus , he would not dare to oppofe 
him, though he now equally infulted the tamenefs of an old 
man and the (loth of a youth. As the young prince gave 
car to fiich fuggeftions, fome unguarded expreffions escaped, 
•which were immediately catched up by the fpies placed upon 
him, and with aggravations carried to the emperor, who 
would not fo much as allow him the privilege of clearing 
himfelf. He was even betrayed by his wife Julia? the 
daughter of Drufus and Livia? who acquainted her mother and 
by her means Sejanus , not only with the words, but even 
with the fighs and dreams, of her huftund. His brother 
Drufus was like wife drawn into the combination, with the 
hopes of immediately fucceeding Tiberius , if his elder brother, 
already in difgrace, were cffe&ually fet afide (C). The em- 
peror, thus prejudiced again ft him, even by his neareft rela- 
tions and thofe who were thought to be Ins beft friends, al- 

eity of Amyclx ivas d$ftr9ytet. jimycl* was built by a colony from 
another city of the fame name in Laconia 13?X- 

(C) Drufus was prompted to combine again ft his brother, not 
only by a paflion for power, and by the ufual and too common com- 
petition among brothers, but alfo by the partiality of Agrippina, 
who wa, fond of Nero, and (hewed no great attention for him ( 38). 



(37) Sol % in ibid. (38) Tacit, c. 60. 

way* 
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ways received him with a (Tern countenance ; if the youth 
(poke, there were crimes ia his words ; and crimes in his fi- 
lencc, if he fpoke nothing. Sejauus y having by thefe bafe 
aits fet Tiberius againib Nero, began to confult with his crea- Confabs 
tures how he might inflame him at the fame time againib bouu to de* 
Drufus and Agrippina^ that the whole family of G er manic us fir oy the 
might be involved in the fame ruins f . We fhall foon fcz 'whole fa- 
what flcps he took towards the compafling of that defign. mi b °f 
In the end of this year, died Afinius Jgrippa y defcended of Germani- 
a family renowned rather than antient (D), himfclf not un- cus " 
worthy of his anceftors 5 and Cubitus Haterius cf a fenato- 
rial family, and famous for eloquence while he lived, tho' 
the orations he left behind him were not much cfleemcd, the 
harmony of his voice, as our hiftorian obferves, which charm- 
ed the ears of his hearers, dying with him : (E). This year 
Pontius Pilate was appointed by Tiberius governor of Judtsa 
in the room of Valerius Gratus u . How he behaved during 
his ten years adminittration, appears from Philo >% and from 
what we have faid in our hiftory of the Jews *. 

The following year, M* Licinius CraJJus and Lucius Cal- Fifty thou- 
purnius Pifo being confuis, Atdius^ one of the race of freed- fand per- 
men, having built an amphitheatre at Fidcna, in order to ex- f ons de- 
hibit in it a (how of gladiators, vaft crouds flocked thither ft ro y*d or 
from Rome^ eager for fuch fhows, as during the reign of Ti- m ?* m f u y F 
herius they were debarred from chverfions at home. But, as th * f a y 
the fpe£hitors were intent upon the gladiatcrs, the amphithc- ^eaJrt 
atre, which was but fli^htly built and overcharged with the 
multitude, fell down, and with its fall deftroyed or maimed 
fifty thoufand perfons y . Suetonius fays, that twenty thoufand 

f Tacit, c. 60. 1 Idem, c. 61. u Joseph, antiq. L 

xviii. c. 3. w Philo, legat. ad Caium. x Hilb. Univerf- 
Vol. X. p. 287, & feq. Tacit, c. 62. 

(D) AJinius Agrippa was the fon of Afvtius Callus \ of whom we 
have fpoke above, and grandfon of the famous AJinius P0//10, once 
of Auguftus's chief favourites, by whom he was railed to great ho- 
nours, though the sl/mian family had made no figure cill his time ; 
and hence Tacitus fays, that AJinius Agrippa was of anceltors more 
iiluftnous that antient. 

( E) i^uintus Haterius is mentioned a Ko by Sftteca, who names 

him among the or.itors more applauded for their delivery than their 

compofitions. Eufrbins calls him a rc:\dy and fopnlav orator, and 

addb, that he lived in great honours, and died in the ninetieth year 
of his age K yy., 

C39) Eu/eb in cbron. 
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fouls perifhed by this fad ftroke 2 . On this oc cation the great 

men of R:?ne threw open their doors to receive fuch as had 

been hurt, fupphed them with medicines, and took all poffi- 

ble care of them till they recovered. Thus, to the great fa- 

tisfadtton of the city, was revived at this juncture the public 

fpirit of the ancient Romans ^ who after great battles confrant- 

ly relieved the wounded, i'uftained them by their bounties, 

and reftorcd them with care. Suetonius tells us, that TiberU 

?/r, upon the news of this dreadful calamity, immediately left 

dprc£S y palled over to the continent, and allowed perfons of 

all tanks to come to him ; but according to Tacitus he had 

not yet withdrawn to that ifland, but was either at Capua or 

NoLi. /ti 'ilius^ who had built the amphitheatre only for gain, 

and therefore employed bad materials and unflcilful workmen, 

was \\\ ni Hied •, and it was provided for the future by a decree 

of the fen ate, that no man, who was not worth four hundred 

thoufand feftercrs, mould exhibit the (how of gladiators'. 

The public affliction from this terrible blow was yet frefii, 

MonsCce- when another fupervencd. A fire breaking out on mount 

lius con- Ca'lias burnt with fuch rageand violence, that it utterly con- 

funud by fumed all the houfes in that quarter of the city. On this oc- 
fire. 

caiion Tiberius gave proofs of a generofity truly worthy of 
a great prince. Fur at his own expence he made good the 
lofa of every fuffcrer, feeking out, of his own accord, the 

Tiberius'; unknown, and, without any ambitious views 5 without the 
generofity application of friends, relieving them by his bounty. For 
vu that oc- thiL; the fenate returned him thanks, and decreed, that mount 
cajion. Ciclius lliould for the future be fry led Mount Augujius^ fince 

the llatoe of Tiberius, which flood there in the houfe of Ju- 
nius the fenator was fpared by the flames, tho' evciy thing 
round it was con fumed (F ). 

As the univerlul zeal of the great men in Rome and the 
generous bounty of the prince adminiftercd great relief in the 
prefent misfortunes, fa the fury and rage of the informers, 
which grew daily more dicadful, involved without alleviation 

z Suet. ibid. c. 40. a Tacit, c. 63. 

(F) Suetonius difagrccing, as he often does, with Tact ins % tells 
us, that 'Tiberius exerted on this occafion his generofity, and made 
good to the fuffercrs all rhe loffes they had fulhuneils but that he did 
it vvhh fo much afFcctati~i of his own liberality* that he caulcd 
mount Cattius to be called thenceforth mount Augujius % with a view 
of perpeiu.it:.;:>; tin- memory of his liberality. Tiberius was, as 
evidently upbears from innumerable inltances, an utter enemy to 
ail Htttery, pomp, and oilentatiou, which inclines ua to prefer iltf 
authority of 'la^itus to that of Suetonius* 

the 
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the moft illuftrious citizens in endlefs calamities. S^uintilius 
Varus, a man of great wealth and related to the emperor (G ), 
was accufed by Domitius Afer, the fame who had arraigned Informers 
his mother Claudia Pulcbra. The informer had, it feems, become 
fquandcred away what he had earned by procuring the con- more 
demnation of Claudia ; and therefore in hopes of a more dreadful. 
ajnple reward had marked out and doomed to deft ruction Va- 
rus 9 one of the moft wealthy men in Rome. The city was 
furprifed to fee publius Dolabella, a man of an illuftrious fa- 
mily and nearly related to Varus, join a perfon of fuch an 
infamous character as dfer, againft his kinfman. The fenate 
was fo (hocked with it, that they refufed to hear the charge, 
and voted, that the trial fhould be poftponed till the return 
of the emperor b . 

In the mean time, Tiberius % having dedicated the temples Tiberius 
in Campania, though he had by an edicl warned the public retires to 
not to difturb him, and pofted foldicrs on all the roads to pre- ^ a P reaj * 
vent the concourfe of people to the towns where he refided, 
neverthclefs hating all towns and every place on the continent 
retired at length to Caprees, an ifland feparated from the cape 

of Surrentum by a chanel of three miles. The air is mild 
there in the winter, the cold winds being intercepted by a 
mountain, and refrefiied in the fummer by gales from the 
weft. The fea, open all round it, makes a delightful view : 
from thence was feen then one of the moft beautiful coafts in 
the world ; but which was afterwards greatly damaged by the 
eruptions of mount Vefuvius. The ifland was furrounded or* 
all fides with inacceflible rocks, and a profound and almoft 
bottomlefs fea , which was void of havens, and had but 
few ftations for the fmaller veffels, and thofe very difficult of 
accefs ; fo that none could put in unperccived by the guard? 
(FI) 5 and this, as is commonly believed, was what chiefly 

took 

i> Idem, c. 66. 

* 

(G) ghtintifhtt Varus was probably fon to the commander of that 
name, who was with the Roman legions cut off in Germany in th$ 
manner we have related above. He married one or ' Germanic us** 
daughters, as we read in Seneca {.\o). Befides, he was the fon of 
Claudia l > ulchra % whom Tacitus calls Agrippina\ coufin, and by 
that means coo related to the reigning family. 

(II) Suetonius tel's u% that a few days afier his arrival in the 
it! wd of Caprc-r, a fifherman brought him a mullet of an extraor- 
dinary fiy.» ; but that the emperor, imlead of rewarding him, 

[\ r ) Scncc. l. \ ronfroverf 3. 

4- A 2 tWtfd 
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took Tiberius, who confined himfelf to twelve (lately villas 
on the ifland, fome of which were probably built by Augus- 
tus ^ who, liking the folitude and mild air of the place, pur- 
chafed it, according to Dion Cafiius c , of the Neapolitans. 
There Tiberius fpent the laft ten years of his life, giving him- 

r?/r\ * *" e ^ iritirely up to the moft infamous Iewdnefs and debauche- 
all r * CS ' wn ^ c ^ ^ or us O 13 ^ De buried in oblivion, who think the 

up to a detail Suetonius has publilhed of them equally fcandalous and 

manner of r m ' 

nuickednefs unworthy or an hiftorian. Jn that dark recefs he threw off 

all concern for the commonwealth, though he had been to 
that time very afiiduous in the adminiftration of juftice, and 
wholly intent upon public cares. But nevertheless he retain- 
ed his old inclination to fufpicions, and gave more credit than 
ever to informers, Sejanus inflaming his jealoufies and foment- 
ing his diftrufts for the private views of his ambition. Secret 
fpies and informers were employed in all parts of the city, 
which cau fed daily disturbances and the ruin of many worthy 
citizens. If a perfon of merit teftified any zeal for the glory of 
the empire, Tiberius immediately fufpe&ed it was from a fe- 
tte effe&s cret defign of gaining it. If another had an innocent rcmem- 
of bis fuf- brance of liberty, he was looked upon as a dangerous perfon, 
picions. anc j one w ho aimed at re-eftabltfhing the commonwealth. To 

praife any of the znticnt Romans was a capital crime ; to bewail 
Augujlus was complaining of Tiberius? &c. Every action be- 
came liable to forced interpretations ; the moft innocent difcour- 
fes expreffed evil defigns j a difcreet filence concealed mifebie- 
vous intentions ; joy betrayed hopes of the prince's death, 
melancholy envy of his profperity, and fear the juft appre- 
henfions of a guilty confeience. So that to fpeak, to be fi- 
lent, to be glad, to be grieved, to be fearful, or a flu red, 
were all crimes, and frequently punifhed with death. But 
Sejanus^s pernicious practices, and wicked devices were chief- 
ly levelled again ft Agrippina and her fon Nero. As there 
was now no accefs toTiberius, but by him, he made no longer 
his attempts upon them a fecret, but openly placed guards a- 
bout them to obferve the mcfTages they fent, the vifits and 
company they received, their behaviour in public, their private 
converfation, &c. Befides, he fuborned fome of their friendi, 

c Dio. 1. lii. p. 495, 

cnufed him to be ufed moll barbaroufly, being frightened with the 
con fide ration, that he had made his way to him through places 
which he thought unfrequented and inacceflible (41). 



(41) Suet. ibid. c. 60. 
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to advife them, as they were thus diftrefled, either to fly to 
the armies in Germany , or, embracing the ftatue of Augujius 
in the forum, to implore the aid and protection of the fenate 
and Roman people. Thefe counfels, though rejected by 
them, were laid to their charge, as if they had intended to 
put them in execution d . 

The following year^ when Applus Junius Silanus and P. Ticius Sa- 
Silius Nerva were confute, began tragically. Titius Sabinus, binus bow 
an illuftrious Roman knight, was hurried to prifon, for no circumvent 
other crime but his fteady and faithful adherence to the fami- ie ^* 
ly of Germanicus, being circumvented by the blackeft trea- 
chery. One Latinius Latiaris, having infinuated himfelf in- 
to his friendfhip with a deflgn to betray him, firft bewailed the 
cafe of Agrippina and her fon Nero ; and then, as Sabinus 
burfl: into tears, inveighed bitterly againft Sejanus's pride and 
cruelty, not fparing the emperor himfelf. Sabinus, not aware 
of the fnare, approved all he faid ; and being foftened with 
companion for the misfortunes of the unhappy family of his 
friend Germanicus, he added many, but fevere, reflections of 
his own upon the cruelty of Tiberius, and imperious conduct 
of his favourite minifter. And now the traytor, wanting on- 
ly witnefles to compafs the ruin of one who repofed in him 
an intire confidence, placed three fenators, who had combined 
with him againft Sabinus, between the roof of his room and 
the ceiling, a place no lefs unbecoming men of their rank, 
than the treachery, which made them thus degrade them- 
felves, was execrable. The fenators, Porcius Cato, Petilius 
Rufus and Marcus Op/ius, who, having been all praetors, a- 
fpired at the confulfhip, to which there was no accefs but by 
Sejanus, and his favour was to be purchafed only by iniquity, 
having thru ft themfelves into the above-mentioned lurking- 
place, Latiaris went abroad to find out Sabinus, whom he ea- 
fily drew home and into his chamber, under pretence of relat- 
ing; to him fome late difcovcries. Then he began his 

... O 

former complaints, fpeaking mighty things of Germanicus, and 
exclaiming againft the cruelties of Tiberius and Sejanus. Sabinus 
not fufpecTtmg chelcaft treachery, readily jcineil him, and, renam- 
ing his former detail of the calamitiesthey had already undergone, 
and were likely to undergo, inveighed with great bitternefs a- 
gainft the authors of them, Sejanus and Tiberius, 'J 'his was 
enough; the three fenators, who had been liftcning the 
whole time with their cars clofe to holes and chinks, dif- 
patched forthwith a memorial to the emperor, acquainting 
him with what had paflcd, though they could not well do it, 

•1 Idem, c. 67. 

without 
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without difcovering to him at the fame time their own deteft- 
able infamy, Tiberius immediately wrote to the fenate, and 
after having charged in his letter Sabinus with treafon, re- 
quired the confcripc fathers in plain terms to take ven- 
geance of a tray tor, who had aimed at his life. Hereupon 
the fuppofed criminal was immediately fentenced to death, 
and the fame day, the firft of the new year, which was a great 
feftiv.il among the Romans, executed, without being allowed 
time to make his defence (I). The city was never feized 
with greater dread ; one relation feared another; a general 
diftrult reigned among men of all ranks 5 Grangers and 
acquaintance were equally avoided ; nay, even dumb and in- 
animate things, roofs and walls, occafioned dread and circum- 
fpedtion. The emperor no fooner heard of the execution of 
Sabinus, than he wrote to the fenate, thanking them for having 
punifhed an enemy to the commonwealth- He adJed in his 
letter, that he led a life full of fear and anxiety, and that he 
was under continual apprehenfions of the fnares of his 
enemies ; though he named none, yet it was no ways doubted 
but he meant Agrippina and Nero, againft whom he was con- 
ftantly incenfed by Sejanusznd his creatures. Juft vengeance 
foon overtook the authors and contrivers of fuch a black piece 
of treachery - 3 for forne of them periflied miferably under the 

(T) Sabinus, fays Tacitus, was dragged away to immediate death, 
with his head muffled in his robe and a rope about his neck : but 
ncverthelefs, exerting his voice as far as he could, he cried out, 
With theft Solemnities the vear begins ; theft are the <vi£iims which 
Sejanus. offers ; for on the firft day of the new year victims were flam 
in all the temp es. Such a difmai fight occafioned univerfal ter- 
ror, flight, and folitude, ; where ever the unhappy viaim appear- 
ed,thc people, to avoid betraying any marks of grief or compaffi* 
on, fled, and withdrew in the utmolt conlternation ; fo that all a, 
long, as he paired, the ftreets were empty, and the public places de- 
ferted. Some, however, who had fled, returned and ihewed them- 
felves again, drealing, that their having difcovered dread might 
prove fatal to them. The law, which had been enaftcd a few 
years before, granting to every condemned perfon ten days refpite, 
was, it feems, neglected on this occafion ; for "Tacitus tells us, that 
the unfortunate Sabinus was immediately afuer condemnation hurried 
away and executed without being imprifoned. The fidelity of Sa- 
£*Ws dog made his death be more fpoken of ; for he conuantly 
kept clofc to him, followed his body while it was dragged through 
the llreets, and threw himfelf after it into the 'Fiber, where he pc« 
rifted (4.2). P/i, iy relates this florv ac length, and afTures us, that 
jt was preterved in the public remitters of the city (.43 • 



(42) Die.!. k: : i: 621. 
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emperor Cuius y and fome under Tiberius himfelf, who, though 
he would not fuffer the miniftersof his tyranny to be crufhed 
by others, yet, furfeited with their infamy, he ofen facrificed 
them himfelf to the public vengeance, to make room for new 
ones, who were daily offering the lame vile fervices e . 

When Tiberius'* s letter was read in the fenate, Afinius 
Gallus moved, that the prince mould be defired to explain his 
fears, and fuffer the fenate to remove the caufe of them. This 
the emperor highly refented, thinking that Afinius was apprif- 
ed of his diflimulation ; but, however, frnothered his wrath for 
the piefent, Sejanus ftriving to appeafe him, not out of any 
kindnefs to Gallus, but becaufe he knew the more his anger was 
retrained, the more tragical it would prove at lafh This fjy e Frifi- 
year the Frifians, no longer able to bear with the tyranny of ans * molt 
the Romans fent to govern them, ftiook off" the yoke, and de- and defeat 
feated L. Apronius^ who was difpatched againft them with a L. Apro- 
confiderablc force (K.). But Tiberius chofe rather to dhTem- niua. 

ble 

c Idem. c. 6?> — 70. Dio. 1. Iviii. p. 62 1 . 

(K) The Frifiansy fay $ Tacitus, rebelled, rather provoked at the 
avarice of their governors, than impatient of the Roman yoke. 
Drufus laid a tribute upon them fuited to their poverty, obliging 
them only to furnim certain hides for the ufes of the foldiers, with- 
out infixing upon any particular fize or thicknefs. But Olennius, 
whom Tiberius appointed to govern them, having procured the 
large hides of fome wild bulls, infilled upon their paying the tribute 
according to that meafure. As their domcftic cattle were but fmall, 
this proved a very hard talk upon them : at length, not being a- 
ble to pay yearly the required tribute, they parted with their herds, 
next reiigned their lands, and laltly furrendered their wives and 
children to bondage. Their miferics and complaints made no im- 
prellion on their hard-hearrcd governor, which fo provoked them, 
that in the end they rcfolvcd to leek relief from war. According- 
ly, they fell unexpectedly upon the foldiers, who were gathering 
the tribute, and hanged thein on gibbets. Olcnnius had the good 
luck to make his efcape to a neighbouring caille, wh ch was defend- 
ed by a numerous garifonboth of Romans and auxiliaries. Lucius 
Aproniusy governor of Li user Germany, upon the fir It intelligence 
of this difturbance, drew together fome companies of the legions, 
and a chofen body of auxiliaries both horfe and foot, which he 
earned down the Rhine, and made a defcent on the country of the 
Ftijians. The enemy, who had in veiled Olennilis in his caille, no 
looner heard of the arrival of Apromut, than they raifed the fiegc, 
and marched with all their forces to meet him. Apranius, feeing them, 
approach in order of battle, ordered hih auxiliaries, fnpporied by 
fome legionary horfc, to charge them. The Frifiuns not onlv 

ilood 
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ble the lofs the empire had fuftained, than truft any able ge- 
neral with the command of the army. The fenate indeed met 
on this oc call on j but, in (lead of deliberating about an affair of 
fuch importance, they only decreed ftatues to Tiberius and 
Sejanus, being no ways affected with the loffes fuftained on 
the extremities of the empire, but wholly intent on Securing 
themfelves, by the moil Shameful flattery, again ft the evils 
that threatened them at home. They importuned both the 
prince and his favourite with repeated folicitations, that they 
would be pleafed only tofhew themfelves in Rome. But to no 
Tiberius purpofe ; they could not by any intreaties be prevailed upon to 
returns for approach tri e city, thinking it fufHcient condefcenfion to 

^/ tie eon' ^ Ult l ^ Gir *^ inc * ^ or a * cw days, and fufFer themfelves to be 
tinent ^ cen on the coaft of Campania. Thither crouded fenators, 

knights, and great part of the people, all eager to be feen by 
Sejanus, who was more difficult of accefs than the emperor 
Sejanus s hhnfelf, and admitted fuch only as were either his creatures, 
arrogance. Qr n j s creatures recommended to him. His thus feeing the 

greateft men of the empire crouching, with the meannefs of 
flaves, before him, heightened his arrogance ; nay, perfons of 
the firft rank were not afliamed to cringe to his fiaves, to court 
the favour of his porters, and bear their infults with incredible 

flood their ground, but repulfed firft the auxiliaries, and after- 
wards five cohorts, fent fucceflively to their relief. Hereupon A- 
pronius ordered the whole cavalry of the legions to advance ; but 
that body being put into diforder by thofe who fled, before they 
could charge the enemy, Cetbegus Laleo, legate of the fifth legion, 
was ordered to fall upon the Frijiam at the head of the reft of the 
auxiliaries. He was attended with no better fuccefs ; for his men, 
being foon put into diforder, would have given ground, had not the 
whole army, and fir ft of all the fifth legion haftened to their relief. 
Then the Frifians retired in good order, the Roman general not 
thinking it advifeable to purfue them: nay, he did not deem it fafe 
to remain on the field of battle, till he had buried the dead, tho' 
many officers of dittin&ion were (lain. Befides thofe who fell on the 
fide of the Romans in the engagement, a body of nine hundred 
men, who had fcparated from the reft, were all cut off, after having 
defended themfelves the whole night ; n a grove called Baduhenna. 
.Another band of four hundred men, having pofTcfTed themfelves of 
a country-feat of a petty prince, named Cruj>torix 9 once a tributary 
to Rome, and fearing they fluu'd be delivered up to the enemy, 
chofe iathcr ta fall by eh? hands of one another. This dilgrace 
Tffjeriuj diilembled, not daring to truft any experienced commander 
with the c induct of the war. So that the Frifians cr joyed their an- 
cient liberties unmoletlcd till the fuccceding reign (,44). 



(44) Tacit, atrial. I \ vv. c. 72, 73 
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patience. Many, after having continued feveral days and 
nights in the open fields, in hopes of being admitted at laft 
to his prefence, were in the end ordered to depart without 
the fatisfadion of feeing him. Thefe returned trembling, and 
feized with dread and terror ; whereas fuch as he had deigned 
to receive were filled with joy, nqt knowing how fatal his 
friendfhip would foon prove to them. As for Tiberius, hav- 
ing here betrothed Agrippina, his granddaughter by Germa- 
n's cus, to Cneius Domitius (L), and ordered the nuptials to be 
celebrated at Rome, he quitted the continent and returned to 
his ifland r *. This year died Julha y grand-daughter to Auguftus, 
by whom, after her marriage with MLmilius Paulus, flie had 
been, on account of her loofe and fcandalous behaviour, ba- 
ni/hed to the ifland of Trimetus y where fhe died after twenty 
years of exile. 

The following year, L. Ru belli us Geminus and Cuius Fu- The death 
Jius Geminus (M) being confuls, died Livia r the mother of and cba- 

Tiberius, ra£ier of 

Livia. 

i Ta C IT . C. 71—75. 

( L) Cn. Domitius was defcended of a very antient family, an4 
befidea was nearly related to the Cafars for he was the fon o£ L, 
Pomittus, of whom we have fpoken above, and Antonia Major, the 
daughter of 0&a<via and Marc Antony ; fo that Auguflus was his 
great uncle. By Agrippina he had the emperor Nero, and was, as 
Suetonius obferves, worthy to be the father of fuch a prince, being 
in every part of his life deteftable In his youth he attended Caius 
Car/ar into the Le'va?it y and there flew one of his freed men, for no 
other reafon, but becaufe he refufed to drink as much as he com- 
manded him. On his return to Rente he drove his chariot over a 
boy on purpofe, and trod him to death ; in the midll of the forum 
he pulled out the eye of a Reman knight, for reprehending him 
with more than ordinary liberty. While he was praetor, he de- 
frauded the victors in the chariot races of their prizes. About the 
latter end of Tiberius's reign he was accufed of t reafon , of adultery, 
and of inceftwich his fitter Lepida ; but Tiberius dying, he efcaped 
the punifoment due to his crimes. He died under the emperor 
Cuius of a dropfy, leaving behind him Nero by Agrippina. We are 
told, that being congratulated by his friends upon the birth of his 
(on Nero, heanfwered, that nothing coujd proceed from Agrippina 
and him, but what was deteftable, and would prove pernicious to 
the commonwealth ' 45) 

(M) The confulate of the two Gemini is famous in the ecclefiattlc 
hiftory, many of the antient chriftian writers having held, that our 
Saviour was crucified during their ad mi n i lira c ion, which opinion is 

f 45 }£*#/. in AVr. e. 5, W 6. 
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Tiberius , commonly ftyled in the antient infcriptions Julia 
Augujla, becaufe adopted by Augujlus in his laft will into the 
"Julian family. We have already fpoken of her defcent and 
marriage with Augujlus^ by whom (he had no iflue ; but by 
the marriage or Germanic us and Agrippina, her blood came to 
he mixed with that of Augujlus in their great-grandchildren. 
She had an abfolute fway over A igujlus, which fee acquired 
and maintained', fays Dion CaJJius, by a ready acquiescence 
to his will, without ever betraying the leaft defire to know 
what he concealed from her, or any jealoufy or diiTatisfa&ion 
on account of his intrigues with other women g . In her were 
united the wifdom of her hufband and the diffimulation of 
her fon. She was fo paflionate for the grandeur of her chil- 
dren, that (he was, not without good grounds, fufpecled of hav- 
ing purchafed it with the deftrucSHon of her hufband's family. 
For me was charged with the death of Marcellus^ of Caius 
and Lucius Cafar, of Agrippa PoJIbumus, nay, and of Au- 
gujlus himfelf, which £he was fuppofed by fome to have haf- 
tened. She was an irreconcileable enemy to Julia the daugh- 
ter of Augujlus^ and never ceafed perfecuting her whole off- 
fpring. ' She challenged an equal fhare with her fon in the 
power which fhe had procured him. This Tiberius was not 
of a temper to bear ; and hence the mifunderftanding between 
them, which gave occafion to the fatirical verfes, we have re- 
Tiberius' j lated above. He frequently warned her not to meddle with 
ingratitude Rate affairs, which he faid were above the fphere of a wo- 
io her* man. He avoided her converfation, efpecially in private, as 

much as he Recently could, left he fliould feem to be go- 
verned by her counfels. Being informed, that on occafion 
of a fire fhe had run immediately among the people, encou- 
raging both them and the foldiers to flop the rage of the 
flames, as fhe ufed to do in the time of Augujlus, he repri- 
manded her with fome acrimony We are told, that by 
degrees he arrived at fuch a height of iniquity, as to hate and 
deteft her At leaft it is certain, that during the three years 

g Di o. I. lvii. p. 619. h Su et. ibid. c. 50. 1 Idem, 

c. 51. Dio. 1. lvii. p. 603. 

now followed by very few. Aulus Plautius, famous for his wars in 
Britain under Claudius , and L. Nonius Afprenas were fubrtituted to 
the two Gemini the fifteenth day of July* as we gather from Gruter** 
infcripcions(46\ and cardinal NortYs epiflola conjularis, printed at 
Bologna in 1682 (47). 

(46) Grut. inferift. 1087. (4.7) Nor. ep. con. p. 10. 

fhe 
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flie lived after his retirement, he never faw her but once, and 
then for a very fhort time. In her laft malady, he never 
came near her, though he conftantly gave out that he defigned 
to pay his laft offices to her ; infomuch, that her body was 
kept in a continual expectation of his arrival, till it began to 
putrify, and could be no longer borne. Afterwards he ex- 
cufed himfelf by a letter to the fenate, pleading the multitude 
of public affairs. He would not fuffer any divine honours to 
be paid to her memory, pretending her exprefs command to 
the contrary. Nay, in his letter to the fenate, he reflected 
on thofe who courted the friendftiip of women, alluding to the 
conful FufsuSy who was a great favourite of the fex, in high 
efteem with Livia, but hated by Tiberius, whom, as he was 
a man of wit, he ufed to play upon with biting farcafms * » 
We are told, that he profecuted all her friends, above all, 
thofe to whom (he had committed the care of her funeral ; 
that of the many honours decreed her, he admitted bu£ very 
few, and that he fupprefled her laft will, which was not exe- 
cuted till after his death under his fuccefibr Caius, who caufed 
divine worfhip to be appointed her ! . She died, according to> 
Piifjv m , in the eighty-fecond, according to Dion CaJJius > 
in the eighty-fixth year of her age. 

Though Tiberius allowed his mother no great power, Be Becomes 
neverthelefs^ as he was indebted to her for the empire, he a- more crue * 
voided openly oppofing her ; fo that by her nieans many in- a J ter , ^ er 
nocent perfons were faved from ruin, Sejanus not daring to eatl?m 

arrogate an authority fuperior to that of a parent. But after 

her death, both th6 prince and his favourite, being let loofe 

from all reftraint, fet no bounds to their unbridled fury* 

Letters were immediately difpatched to the fenate againft A- Writes to 

grippina and Nero, which were thought to have been written the fenate 

before, and . fupprefled by Livia. They were couched in a & a ™ft 

terms remarkably bitter, and yet they charged Nero with no Agrippina 

crimes againft the ftate, but only with unnatural luft and other * ff ^ ro " 
impure pleafu'res. Agrippina 9 % known virtue fcreened her from 
any imputations of this nature ; her haughty looks therefore, 
anil her violent, imperious, and ungovernable, temper, were 
allcdged againft her. Thefe letters, whcit read in the fenate, 
(truck the whole aflembly with terror. The fathers conti- 
nued long filerit, looking with furprife at one another, till 
at length, fomc, defirous of currying favour with Sejanus 
and Tiberius, demanded that they fllould proceed upon the 

k Tacit, annal. 1. v. c. 1. ! Suht. ibid. <Sc Lips, in Tacit, 

annah 5. not. 5. »» Pl in. i.xiv. c. 16. n Dio. L lviii. 
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emperor's letters. The magi ft rates and leading men were 
at a lofs how to behave on fo nice and critical a fubje£t 5 for 
though the expreffions in the letter were very bitter, yet all 
the reft was left ambiguous. At length they concurred 
with Junius Rujlicus^ whom they thought well acquainted 
with the emperor's intentions, fincc by him be had been ap- 
pointed to keep a journal of their proceedings. Rujiicus 
had never before (hewn the lean: inftance of generofity, 
but neverthelefs either by fome fecret impulfe, or becaufe 
unmindful of prefent dangers, he dreaded lefs Tiberius than 
the children of jfgrippinct, he oppofed Cotta Mejfalinui'% 
cruel motion, and exhorted the confuls to fufpend their de- 
liberations, and allow the old man time to change his wrath 
into repentance, fince one moment might give a new turn 
to affairs. At the fame time, the people carrying with them 
the images o^Agrippina and Nero^ furrounded the fenate- 
houfe* and, wifhing happinefs and profperity to Tiberius^ 
cried out incefTantly, that the letters were counterfeit, and 
that the ruin of the prince's family was purfued again ft his 
will, and without his privity. Nothing was therefore con- 
cluded that day. In the mean time, feveral fpeeches were 
difperfed about the city, faid to have been uttered in the fe- 
nate againft Sejanus by the confulars ; but all feigned, and 
filled with moft bitter and fatirical reflections, as the authors 
Sejanus'i of them were not known. This fired Sejanus 9 who imme- 
letter to diately wrote to the fenate, upbraiding them in the fharpeft 
the fenate. terms with defpifing the rcfentments of the prince, with, lis- 
tening to popular and dffafFecled harangues, with paifing 
hew and unprecedented acts, &c. He concluded, that no- 
thing v/anted to complete their rebellion, but to take arms, 
and place at their head thofe, whofe images they had already 
chofen for their enfigns. Tiberius likewife wrote a fecond letter 
to the fenate, repeating his reproaches againft his grandfon and 
daughter-in-law, and complaining of Rujiicus^ the fenate, and 
tlie people, for infulting his authority, and making no account 
of his refentment ; but at the fame time he referved to hini- 
felf the final decifion of the whole affair. The fenate hefitated 
no longer, but inftandy declared, that they were ready 
to inflict the deferved punifhments on fuch as had by their 
crimes provoked his difpleafure, provided he would allow them 
on fojuft an occafion to exert their authority °.. We are 
forry we cannot give fuch an account as the reader may expeft 
of the further proceedings of the emperor and the fenate a- 
gainft the unhappy Agrippina and her children, being d eft i cute 

•Tacit, annal. L v. c. 2— -c. 
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in this place of our faithful <ruide Tacitus^ in whofe excellent 
hiftury bee' 11s here a chafm ror almolr. three years, by which 
we have loil the detail of the moft material 1 1 anfadtions of J7* 
berius's reign, namely of the condemnation and banifliment 
of Agrippina and her two children, Nero and Drufus^ of the 
difgr»*ce and execution of Scjanus 9 of the further wickednefs 
and death of Livilla^ the widow of Drufus and daughter-in- 
law to Tiberius , &c. In fhort, time has robbed us of che 
flower, we may fay, of Tacitus's incomparable annals ; fo that 
we muft, for the tranfacrions of this year and the two follow- 
ing, recur to other writers, and be fatisfied with their ac- 
counts, however imperfect. As for Agrippina^ (he was con- Agrippina 
demned and banifhed to the ifland of Pandataria, now known andtiuo 
by the rume Sonta Maria y over-againft Tarracina and Gaeta. condemned. 
We are told, that, as Hie could not forbear reproaching Tiberi- 
us with cruelty, and bitterly inveighing again ft him, the cen- 
turion, to whofe cuftody (he was committed, gave her fo 
many blows on the face, that he ftruck out one of her eyes 
Nero her eldeft fon, was likewife condemned and banifhed to 
the ifland of Pbntia 9 now Ponza, near that of Pandataria ; 
and Drujus^ her fecond fon, by the fame vile arts of Sejanus 9 
declared an enemy to the ftate, and kept under clofe confine- 
ment in the lower part of the palace. Nero died foon after 
in the place of his exile, forne fay for want of neceflaries, 
while others tell us, that the young prince, frightened at the 
fi^ht of the executioner, who. entered his room with the in- 
ifruments of. death in his hand, as if he had been fent by the 
Tenaie, chofe to put an end to his life by voluntary abfti- 
nence 1, Agrippina and Drufus lived four years in exile, 
that is, to the year of Chriji 33, when we fliall have occafion 
to fpeak of their tragical end. Cn. Lent ui us Getulicus was 
this year appointed commander of the legions in Upper Ger- 
many , in which employment he was continued for the fpacc of 
ten years r . 

The next confuls were L. Cajftus Longinus and M* Vini- Extr.i 
dm (N), This year the fenate decreed many extraord in. \ry Mntvv h<i« 

honours d* 

cri ed (0 

* Slat. ibid. c. 54. 1 Idem, c. 5$. r Dio. Llni.i anu; 

f N) Both thefc confuls were chofen two years after by Tihcritu 
for huflund* to two of GtnnanicuSs daughters: Viniciu$ num. d 
Julia, and Caj/tus Dru/s//a 9 who became io famous, or rather ?ufa 
*oiis, m the reign of her brother Caligula, who took hm by i\n\c 
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honours to Sejanus ; amongft the reft, it was ordained that 
his birth day fhould be yearly celebrated ; that his fcitues 
which were fet up in every quarter of the city, ftould be ado- 
red ; that vows and facrifices fhould be offered for his fufety, 
£^r. In fhort, he became, after tb^ difgrace and condemna- 
tion of Agrippina and her children, fo powerful and formida- 
ble, that he was more refpe&ed and dreaded than Tiberius 
himfelf. As there was no accefs fo honours but through his 
favour, the foldiers, the fenators, and all the great men of 
the empire, were intirely at his devotion ; fo that by their 
means he was immediately informed of all the adions of the 
prince, while no one dared to difcover to the emperor the am- 
bitious defigns and views of his minifter, though they were all 
well apprifed of them f . However, hejbegan to fufpedt. him at laft. 
y'ofephus tells us, that Anionics^ the widow of his brother 
DruftiSi having received private intelligence of the deep de- 
figns and fecret practices of Sejanus, wrote a detail of them 
to the emperor, fending the letter to Capreee by Pallas^ one 
of her moft trufty domeftics, the fame who afterwards became 
fo famous under the emperor Claudius c . The emperor, thus 
warned of his danger, and recovering from his fatal blindnefs, 
began toconfider with himfelf, how he might thwart the am* 
bitious views of his over-powerful minifter, and deliver him- 
felf from the impending ruin. The praetorian cohorts were 
more addicted to the minifter than to the fovereign, being 
filled with his creatures ; the fenate was intirely at his devo- 
tion ; even thofe whom tKe emperor had about him were fo 
many fpies in the pay bf Sejanus ; fo that Tiberius was kept 
in a kind of captivity, from which it was no eafy matter to 
difengage himfelf. But he furmounted all difficulties within- 
credible addrefs, which he thought it more advifeable to em- 
ploy than open force, left Sejanus^ finding himfelf difcovered, 
and thence d riven to defpair, fhould make a bold pufh and at- 
tempt the empire. The firft ftep he took was to remove him 
from Ccfyreee, and in order to this, he declared his intention 
of takj'ng upon him the confulate the next year, and named 
Sejarrus for his coilcgue. This the haughty minifter, not fuf- 
peiPUng any fnare, looked upon as the grcateft mark of dlf- 



f ldem,l. Iviii. p. 653. 
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c Joseph, antiq. 1. xviii. c. 8. 



from her hulband (48^ C. Caffius Longinus and L. Jti<t<vius SurM- 
nut were fubiUtuted to them in the confulate (4.9). In an ancient 
infeription quoted by Spon 9 Fimeiut is called Fenicius {$0)* 



(48) Suet, in Cafig, c . 24. 
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ti notion the emperor could confer upon him. It is not to be 
tioubted, but he created him at the fame time fenator ; for 
Sejanus five years before, when the emperor removed from 
Rorne^ was but a knight, and we have not in the wlvde Ro- 
man hiftory an inftance of a knight being raifed to the con- 
fular dignity. In the end of the year, Tiberius di ("patched 
Sejanus to Rome to take pofleflion of his new dignity there, on 
the kalends of January, which he did accordingly $ but the 
emperor did not remove from his ifland, where he entered 
upon his fifth confullhip, and held it to the fifteenth of May\ 
when he refigned the ralces to Fauftus Cornelius Syl/a u (O). 
As Tiberius continued to mew the fame affection to Sejanus? 
the fenate was for the greateft part of the year wholly taken 
up in decreeing him new honours. His name was added to ^ ^ 
that of Tiberius in all inferiptions ; new ftatues were erected to nourscon _ 
him, and victims flain beforethem : a decree pafil-d confirming fi rre j on 
the con fulate to him and Tiberius for the term of five years ; Sejanus. 
his houfe was crouded from morning to night with perfons of 
all ranks ; nay, the greateft men in Rome were not afhamed 
to court, with the meaneft fubmifiions, the favour of his 
flaves and freedmen. In ihort, one would have taken Tibe- 
rius, as Dion CaJJius obferves, for the prince of his fmall 
ifland, and Sejanus tor tint fovereign-of Rome. However, feverar 
prodigies are (aid to have happened at this time, which feemed 
to forbode the downfal of the favourite minifter ; but if any 
deity, fays our hiftorian, had revealed what happened foon af- 
ter, no one would have believed him w . In the mean time, 
Tiberius , to found the difpofition of the fenate and people, and 
difcover the partizans of Sejanus , wrote frequent letters, ac- 
quainting the fathers at one time, that he was greatly indifpo- 
fed j at another, that he was perfectly recovered, anddefigned 



u Suet. ibid. c. 26. Nor is ep. conf, p. 13. Grvt. inferip, 
p. 1087. w Dio. ibid. p. 623, 624. 

(O) As the name of Sejanus was razed out of the confular ta- 
bles, feveral writers of chronicles mark the name of Tiberius alone 
this year. Both he and Sejanus refigned the fafces, before the con- 
fular year expired, the one to Faujiut Cornelius Sylla 9 the other to 
Sexlidius Catullinus (51). L. Fulctnius Trio and L Pompons us Secun- 
dus were fubititu ted to them ; the former held the confulate to the 
end of the year, but Pomponius refigned it on the kalends of Oftobcr 
to P. Maximus Regit! us (5 z). 

If 1 ) Grut.p. 1087. {$z)Vide Pagi,an. 30. 

in 
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in a fhort time to return toj Rome : in fome of his letters he 
«'•• f'.rfaken ^ ame ^j m others he commended Sejanus. This conduct fur- 
r.me of P r ifed the minifter and his friends, who infenfibly began to 
i\j friends, abandon him, feeing his authority with the prince fome what 

diminifhed. The fenate, however, conferred on him the pro- 
confular power on his rehgning the confulfhip ; which he did, 
according to fome, on the eighth, according tootbeis, on the 
fifteenth, of May, to Sextidius Catullinus. At the fame time 
Tiberius honoured both him and his fon with a place amongft 
Tiberius the pontiffs ; but could not by any intreaties be prevailed upon 
te/uteshim to give him permiflfon to return to Caprea. The pretence 
hew* to Sejanus alledged for fuch a permiflion was, fays Dion CoJfiui y 
if turn to to v jf lt his future fpoufe, probably Livilla the widow of Dru? 
Uaprea;. y Wf ^ who was indifpofed ; but his real defign was, to Cecwe 

the perfon of the prince, whofe guards were all at bis devo- 
tion. Tiberius, to keep both him and the fenate in fufpenfe, 
returned no other anfwerto his earned: and repeated intreaties, 
than that he deiigned to come himfelf very foon to Rome *. 

In the mean time, he began to beap honours on Caius, fur- 
namtrd Caligula , the only furviving fon of Germanicus and 
Jgrippina. He had accompanied his grandfather to Capree, 
fir char- and artfully concealed under a deceitful appearance of modefty 
^ Ur of his favage and inhuman temper. He had fo well learnt to 
L it us Ca- bide his heart, that when his mother and both his brothers were 
i,«ula. condemned, not a word, not a groan, efcaped him, though 

all arts were ufed to draw words and refentment from him. 
Young as he was, he fmothered with the dcepeft diflimu- 
lation alj fymptoms of tendernefs and forrow. He was fo 
obfervaut or Tiberius, that he made it his whole bufinefs to 
ftudy the bent of his temper, and to fecond it in all things. 
He imitated his looks, affedted his words and manner pf ex- 
preflion, and conformed even to the change and fafhion 
of his drefs. Hence the observation of the orator Pajfienus 
F?w*n that never lived a better flave, nor a ivorfe majfer. Tiberius 
fyj *wd made him this year augur, in the room of his brother D'rufuf, 
t.. Kim by an( j raifed him before he had entered upon that office, to the 

dignity of pontiff ol^Auguftus^ beftpwing upon him the htgncA; 
encomiums, as if he deiigned to appoint him ins heir and 
fucceflbr. This awaked the rage and jealoufy of Sejanus, 
who now could not forgive himfelf his pall indolence. In 
the t ran (ports of his paflion he condemned himfelf for not 
having taken arms, and openly revolted, when he was vetted 
with the confular authority : he reflected with the utmoft 
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anguid on the maay favourable opportunities he had neglect- 
ed, to fecure the perfon of the prince, and feize the empire ; 
but the great joy the people teftified at the preferments of 
Cat us 9 deterred him at piefent from any attempts of that 
nature. At the fame time, he had the mortification to fee 
fome of his friends turned out of their employments, and his 
enemies placed in their room- But nothing mortified him fo The power 
much as a letter from Tiberius to the fenate concerning the of Sejanui 
death of Nero wherein he named Sejanus* without the ufual infenjibly 
encomiums and commendations which he beftowed on him in Itffm*** 
all his letters. Neither did he doubt, but the emperor had 
him chiefly in view, when he wrote to the fenate, defiring 
them to renew and put in execution the decree, forbidding 
divine worfliip to be paid to any mortal man ; for vows were 
every-where made, and victims flain, before the frames of 
Sejanus ; nay, he was arrived at fuch a height of arrogance 
that he joined his adorers, and, with an impudence hardly 
to be matched, offered facrifices to himfelf After fo many 
tokens of coolnefs in the emperor towards his favourite mi- 
nifter, many wjio had profefled an inviolable fr iendfhjp for 
him, began to withdraw through fear of being involved in 
the calamities, which they apprehended would foon overtake 
them, if they did not, by abandoning him, in time confult 
their own fafety. The crouds, which daily frequented his 
houfe, infenfibly diminiflied : few perfons, and thofe not of 
the firft quality, attended him abroad ; no farther mention 
was made of him in the fenate, &c. This encouraged 77- Tiberius 
beriusy who had hitherto doubted of the difpofition of the refotoesup- 
fenate and people, to come to a final refolution ; which was on bude- 
to fecure himfelf, without further delay againft . the dangers ft ructton * 
that threatened him, by the utter deftru&ion of Sejanus and 
his friends- However, to proceed in fo nice an affair with 
all poflible caution, and to prevent Sejanus from putting 
himfelf upon his defence, or taking any defperate meafures, 
he gave out, that he defigned to invert him with the tribu- 
nitial power. But in the mean time, he privately gave th« 
command of the pnetorian guards to Nervius Sertorius Ma- 
cro, one in whom he knew he could confide : and difpatched 
him to Rome with a letter to the fenate, after having com- 
municated to him the contents of it, and carefully inftru<Sted jj t nvrittt 
him how to behave, with refpeel: both to Sejanus and the t0 the fe- 
fenate. Macro entered Rome late in the night, and imme- na te. 
diately imparted his orders to the conful P. Afemmius Regulus 
who had been fublti tilled to L. Pomponius Secundus j for the 
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• other con fa 1, L. Fulcinius Trio 9 was a friend to Sejanus. 
♦ ■ Regulus early next morning fummoned the fenate- to aflem- 
ble in the palace, whither Sejanus conveyed himfelf, attended 
according to his cuftom, by a detachment of the praetorian 
guards. As he was entering the palace, he was greatly 
iurprifed to fee Macro^ the more, becaufe he had brought no 
letters for him from the emperor ; but Macro accofting him, 
whifpered him in the ear, that he had brought letters to the 
fenate, wherein the emperor befotight them to confer upon 
him the tribunitial power. Sejanus , over-joyed at this news 
entered the palace, and there took his place in the temple of 
jfpoi/o, where raoft of the fathers were already met. In-.the 
mean time, Macro , having firft fhewn to the foldiers of .the 
praetorian guard his commiflion from the emperor, appoint- 
ing him to command them in the room of Sejanus? and.af- 

u'o^T't" ^ ured tncm * tnat Tiberius had ordered ^very confiderable fum 
£^ . 'J l ' to be diirnbuted among them, tooJc^dfleflion of his new 
this occa on * ce » by remanding them to their camp without the walls 
fan. °^ r ^ e clt Y' I" tne ' r # ea d Gracinus Laco 9 who was. privy 

to the fecret, and commanded the v'tgiles? that is, the troopj 

appointed to watch all night and prevent difturbances, placed 
a ftrong detachment of his men at the gates pf the temple. 
And now the fathers being afTembled, Macro appeared before 
them with the emperor's letter in his hand ; which he had no 
fooner prefented to the confuls, than he withdrew, haflening 
to the camp in order to prevent any difturbance that might 
happen there. In the mean time, Regulus read aloud die 
emperor's letter, which was very long, and wrote with great 
craft and addrefs. For, after a long preamble upon other 
matters, came fome complaints againft Sejanus , which were 
immediately interrupted by quite different affairs : then fol- 
lowed other complaints, but without any bitternefs of ex- 
preflion ; fo that Sejanus hitherto betrayed no great concern. 
But when at length the emperor's orders were read touching 
the execution of two of his moft intimate friends, who were 
privy to his ambitious and treacherous defigns, he was ftruck 
with fuch terror, that he could not utter a fingle word in 
Tiberius their favour. Before he recovered from the confternation, 
orJsri bttn j which thofe fatal orders had thrown him, he heard to 
t *J' e J t€,a " his great fur prile another article relating to himfelf, wherein 

t;ie emperor, in an angry ftyle, injoincd the fathers to fecurc 
his pcrfon. Hereupon the tribunes and przetors, quitting their 
fV.it tf , placed themfelves by him, to prevent him from making 
his escape and railing diitur bailees'. Suetonius tells us, that 

z Idem, p. GzGy 6:7. Ju v t. n a l , fat} r. 10. v. 71.95. 

in 
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in this letter Tiberius betrayed a meannefs of fpirit altogether 
unworthy of a prince, begging, amongft other things, of the 
fenate, that they would fend one of the confuls with a convoy 
of foldicrs to con duel: to Rome a poor old man for fake n by 
all. The fame author adds, that he was under fuch appre- 
frenfions, that he had given private orders to Macro to fet 
Dm/us* in cafe of any difturbance at liberty, to prefent him 
to the fenate and people, and even to declare him emperor. 
He had feveral fhips ready to put to fea, and convey him to 
fome of his legions, if his affairs at Rome fhould not take a 
good turn. He kept himfelf the whole time upon the top of 
a high rock, to know by cejtain fignals agreed on what patted 
in the capital, fearing the meflengers might betray him, or 
not bring him. the news with the necefiary expedition a . 
Seneca tells lis, that while the conful was reading the empe- 
ror's letter, a huge globe of fire appeared in the air, and 
foon after vanifhed b ; a true fy mbol of what pa /Ted in the 
fenate. For the fenators at firft, not doubting but the em- 
peror demanded in his letter the tribunitial power for Scjanus* 
croudpd round him, each ftriving to be the foremoft in con- 
gratulating him with flattering fpeeches upon his new dignity. 
But they no fooner learnt the real contents of the fatal letter, 
Xhan they all to a man forfook him, not one perfon in fo 
numerous an affembly daring to utter a wore) in his fa- 
vour. Even thofe who happened to lit by him, abandoning Hiisaban- 
their places, feated thcmfclves elfcwhere, fearing they might doned by 
he looked upon as bis friends, if they continued near him,, all ; 
The lad article was no fooner read, than the whole temple 
refounded with curfes and mofr. bitter inveiStives, againft the 
very per fon, on whom they had a few . minutes before be- 
flowed the higheft commendations. Some inveighed againft 
him out of the hatred they bore him, and others through fear 
of being reckoned apnongft his friends. Though all the fena- 
tors declared againft him, nevcrthelefs, as he had many friends 
and relations among them, the conful Jtcgulus thought it 
advifeable not to propofe condemning him to death, nor even 
to gather the fuffrages of the whole aflembly. He therefore 
only afked the opinions of fome, whom he looked upon as 
the mod impartial and unprejudiced ; and finding they /were 
for committing him to prifon, he conducted him thither him- 
felf, attended by Gr acinus Laco, and all the magiftratcs. 
A memerable inftancc this of the viciflitude of fortune, and 
the inftability of all human grandeur! How different was, 
Scjanus ruling the univerfe with an abfolute fway, raifing tp 

s ■ 
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the higheft honours, or dooming to death whom he pleafed, 
from himfelf loaded with chains, and dragged like a common 
And com- malefactor to the public prifon f Had he fucceeded in his 
mined to attempts, and entailed the Roman empire upon his race, there 
prifon i would not have been wanting flattering poets and hiftorians, 

who would have echoed his praifes, his liberality, his politics, 
with all the other topics which are urged in commendation 
of Julius Cafar and Augufius* But Sejanus failed, and is 
owned to have been a traytor ; Carfares iniquity and that of 
Auguftus were triumphant, and fo were their names. Ini- 
quity unprofperous or punifhed no man praifes ; but fuccefs- 
ful iniquity never wants flatterers. But to return to Sejanus ; 
he was followed from the palace to the prifon by immenfe 
Infulted b crouc * s » t ^ e P°P u ^ ace a U the way loading him with curfes, 
tbeteopl y upbraiding him with the many murders he had committed, 
* ' and infulting him with bitter farcafms upon his tribunitiai power. 
His confufion was fo great, that, not able to bear it, he 
fhrew his robe over his head, in order to cover his face ; but 
the guards who attended him, obliged him to fhew him- 
felf to the multitude, eager to fee him humbled, and to 
infult one who had fo long rid upon their necks. At 
the fame time, the populace in a fudden tranfport over- 
turned and broke in pieces all his ftatues, thofe very ftatues 
which a few hours before they had adored. They fame day, 
the fenate aiTembled the fecond time in the temple of Concord, 
near the prifon, when the fathers, finding all quiet in the ci- 
ty, by the care and vigilance of Macro Gr acinus , and the 
conful Regulus, pronounced, without hefitation, no one dar- 
ing to fpeak in favour of the criminal, fentence of death a- 
gainft Mlius Sejanus, accufed and found guilty of high trea- 
Condemned fon. The fentence was put in execution the fame day, that 
and execut- \ s , the feventeenth of October , notwithftanding the late law ? 

indulging ten days refpite to every criminal after condemna- 
tion.- His body was expofed, like thofe of other malefactors, 
on the fcalce Gemoniar, and afterwards abandoned to the rage 
of the populace, who dragged it for three days together 
through the ftrcets of Rome, and mangled it tofuch a degree 
that the executioner could fcarce find a limb intire to throw, 
according to cuftom, into the Tiber* (P), 

<i D io. ibid. p. 627, 629. SpNEc.de tranq. c. 1 1. JuvenaJm 
fatyr. 10. 

1 

(P) The mighty power of Sejanus , his difgrace and downfal, the 
inconftancy of ihc multitude, and inltability of all human grandeur, 
are, with great elegance and no lefs humour, defcribed by Juvenal 
}n hi& lentn fatire, 10 which we refer the reader. 
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The death of Sejanus was followed by a general flaughter Thegeneral 
of all his friends and relations. Tiberius, after having ror a Jlaugbter 
courfe of years deftroyed every man who was obnoxious to of Seja- 
this execrable favourite of his, deftroyed every man who had nus'j 
been well with his favourite. He fpared none who were ac- -A"*^- 
cufed of any intelligence with Sejanus, and any thing upon 
earth, the moft fortuitous, the moft flight or foolifla, ferved 
for proof of fuch intelligence. All the ftreets of Rome were 
covered with Angle car cafes, or filled with carcafes in piles; 
perfons of all ranks, without diftindHon of fex or age, were 
promifcuoufly butchered, and their bodies caft into the public 
ftreets 5 neither their acquaintance nor kindred were allowed 
to approach them, or bewail them, nor even at laft to behold 
them : fpies were placed every- where to watch countenances 
and the figns of furrow ; and when they putrified, and be- 
came noifome, and were thrown into the Tiber, whether 
they floated in the ftream, or were caft upon the banks, no 
one ventured to touch them, no one dared to bury or burn 
them. Among the many who perifhed on this occafion, fu- Junius 
nius Blafus, uncle to Sejanus, of whom we have often fpok- Blajfus put 
en above, feems not to have efcaped the common flaughter, *° de*tb. 
being loaded with many odious imputations tt . Publius Vi- p a bliu$ 
tellius being charged with offering the public treafure, which Vi:e]Hus 
was committed to his care, towards compafling a revolution, arraigned ; 
was neverthelefs only delivered into the hands of his brother 
Lucius, father to Aulas Vitellius, who was afterwards empe- 
ror. Publius being foon weary of his confinement, and find- 
ing his trial put off from day to day, called for a penknife 
under pretence of writing, and pricked his veins with it, but 
timoroufly and without effect. However, he died, before his 
trial, of grief, and by his death faved both his eftate and the 
reputation of his family f. He left, it feems, fome writings 
behind him ; for wa find him quoted by Tcrtullian B . Pom- AndVom- 
ponius Secundus, who had a little before refigned the fafces to ponius Se- 
P. Memmius Regulus, was like wife accufed of treafon, be- cundus, 
caufe JElius Ga/ius, who was a friend to Sejanus, had, after 
the execution of that traytor, fled to the gardens of Powpo- 
nius, as to a place of fafety. However, he was not committed 
to the public prifon, but configned to the cuftody of his bro- 
ther £)uintus Pomponius, who gencroufly became his furety. 
As Pomponius was a man of a gay temper, he bore his dif- 
gracc with great conftancy and refolution ; fo that he out- 
Jived Tiberius, and was fee at liberty Uy his fucceflbr Cuius. 

e Tacit, anna!, v. c 7. f Tacit, ibid. c. 8. Suet, in 
yiceU. c. 2. & 3. * TiRTviL. in apglogec. 

Jhis 
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This is the fame Pomponius^ according to VoJJlus wfaofe 
victories over the Catti we fhall fee in the following reign ho- 
noured with a triumph. If Pomponius was kept confined fo 
long as Tiberius lived after the death of Sejanus, tha« is, feven 
years, only for fome figns, not fhewn by him neither, of 
frieudfhip between him and a friend of Sejanus^ we may judge 
from thence with how much fe verity his relations were treated, 
and his avowed partisans, who had been privy to his ambi- 
tious defigns 

The execu- And now the chief friends and favourites of Sejanus^ who 
Hon of$c could give any umbrage, being all to a man maffacred, the 
janus'i fenate ordered the two remaining children of the wicked rfli- 
children- nifter to be executed; in order to cut off the whole family 

root and branch. Sejanus had three children, of whom the 
eld eft fon was already put to death, as Tacitus feems to infi* 
nuute ; but we are quite in the dark as to the circumftances of 
his execution, by reafon of the lamentable chafm in Tacit us 9 % 
annals, which has robbed us of the detail of many remarkable 
incidents. There ftill remained of that unhappy and general- 
ly abhorred family a fon and a daughter, who were by a de- 
cree of the fenate both fentenced to death, notwithstanding 
the tendernefs of their age, and carried to prifon ; the boy, 
fenfible of his impending death ; but the girl fo ignorant of it, 
that ihc often afked whither they dragged her, and for what 
fault ? adding, that if fhe had done any thing amifs, they 
might take the rod and whip her, and that (he would do fo 
no more. But the fenate had no regard either to her age or 
j innocence ; fhe was by the common executioner ftrangled in 

* prifon with her brother, and the tender bodies of both firft ex- 

po fed on the fcala Gemon'uz^ and thence dragged with an iron 
hook through the city, and thrown into the Tiber, We arc 
told by fome writers of that time, that as it was a thing unheard 
of to punifh a virgin with death, the executioner deflowered 
herjuft before he tied the rope 1 ( Q_ )• 

Every 



fc Tacit, ibid & Dto. 1. lix. p. 644. 1 Idem, ibid. c. 9. 

( Q_) The word Firgo. in the law forbidding a virgin to be put 
to death, fignificd a girl, or a young woman under luch an age, 
whether (he was a virgin or no ; but the grave fenators with a chi- 
cane worthy only of fuch mean, crouching, flaves, took it in a fenfe 
quite different from that of the law, which they pretended to ob- 
ferve, by caufmg the innocent girl to be deflowered, by the executi- 
oner before (he was put to death. With a like cavil the triumvirs, 
as we rend in Dion Cn[jius % that they might not feem to tranlgrcls 
the law forbidding children to be put to death, cauicd one, whom 



Chap- 17." The Roman Hijitryl '575 

Every one hoped, that, after the execution of Sejanus Tiberius 
and his accomplices, the reign of Tiberius would prove more more cruel 
mild, fince to that powerful and cruel favourite they chiefly tkantvtr^ 
imputed the. many executions, which had occafioned fuch a 
dreadful havoclc of their beft citizens. But, when they ex- 
pected fome alleviation of their evils, they found themfelves 
involved in greater calamities than ever, the emperor waxing 
daily naore cruel, and from this time commencing, as it were 
an open enemy to his people, and delivering himfelf up to 
cruelty without reftraint, and to every abomination, even to 
rapacioufnefs and plunder, a vice to which he hitherto feem- 
ed to have no biafs. No perfon, however virtuous and cau- 
tious, could be fafe ; for it was not enough for them to be 
upon their guard againft the fnares of the accufers, and the 
falfe reports of informers ; but they were liable to be facrific- 
ed to the jealoufy and conjectures of the emperor, when they 
thought themfelves fecure by the innocence, not only of their 
actions, but even of their thoughts. He was under perpetual 
apprehenfions of the great lords or* the fenate and making daily 
victims of them : their wealth and race, nay, their poverty, $P ares nf >\ 
names, and quality, gave him umbrage: he was almoft e- ^* 
qually jealous of friends and enemies. Thofe who advifed 
him in council, thofe who diverted him at his leifure hours, 
fell all at length victims to his furious and diftruftful temper. 
He was fo afraid of confiderable men, and fo unwilling to 
give them employments that made them fo, that fome, who 
were appointed governors of provinces, were never allowed 
to go thither ; infomuch, that great provinces for a courfe of 
years were left deftitute of their governors, and abandoned 
to the mercy of barbarous nations, Tiberius chufing rather to 
fufFer the infults and invafion of the enemy, than truft any 
one with the power of avenging the ftate and repulfing the 
public foe. This year Apicata^ whom Sejanus had divorced, 
as we have related above, in hopes of marrying Livia or 
Livilla the widow of Drufus> feeing the bodies of her children 
publicly expofed among thofe of the other criminals, wrote a Is informed 
letter to Tiberius^ acquainting him with the manner of his fon of the 
Drttfiis's death, with no other view but to torment him, and era of 
then laid violent hands on hcrfelf. Tiberius , who had afcrib- ■Onifus t j 
eJ his ion's death to his own intemperance and irregular life, d***"* 
was fo tranfported with rage, when he undcrftood he had been 

they had condemned, to put on the manly robe before he was ex- 
ecuted (5 3), 



(c: 3 N Dio. 1. \l\ u\ 
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poifoned by a confpiracy of Livilla and Sejanus 9 that he re- 
Tolved to exterminate all thofe who had ever fhown the leaft 
token of fricndfiiip to either k , Suetonius tells us, that heap- 
plied himfelf to the examination of that affair fo ferioufty, 
that word being brought him, while he was receiving the 
depositions of fome witneffes, that an inhabitant of Rhodes was 
arrived, at whofe houfe he had lodged, and whom he had invited 
by many kind letters, he immediately ordered him to be put 
to the rack, having at that time nothing in his thoughts, 
but blood, torments, and revenge. The fame writer adds, 
that afterwards when he came to himfelf, and was fenfible 
of his miftake, he commanded the innocent Rhodian to be 
privately murdered, left he (hould divulge the injury he had 
Various in- received i. Such as he condemned in the i 11 and of Caputs 
fiances of were f ro m a rock thrown headlong into the fea, where nura- 
bts cruelty. ^ ers qC f eamen we re difpofed beforehand with their oars and 

long poles to difpatch them. He fuffered none to be execu- 
ted, till they had undergone the mod exquifite torments cru- 
elty itfelf could invent: for he looked upon death as fo flight a 
pun aliment, that when he heard one of his prifoners, named 
Carnulius, had laid violent hands on himfelf, he cried out, 
Car nuli us has efcaped me. One of his prifoners begging him 
to haften his execution, No 9 anfwered Tiberius y Kou and I are 
not yet fo good friends But notwithftanding the feverity 
with which he punifhed others, Dion CaJJius tells us, that he 
Livilla put was inclined to pardon Livilla his daughter-in-law, in regard of 
to death. ner mother Anionic ; but that Antonio herfelf oppofed fuch 

an unfeafonable inftance of mercy ; fo that Livilla was this 
year by Tiberius* s orders ftarved to death °. 

The following year, Cn. Domitius Ahenobarbus and Furl' 

us Camlllus Scribonianus being confuls (R), furious orders 

were 



* Dio. ibid. p. 628, 'Suet. ibid. c. 62. « Idem ibid. 
n J) io, ibid. p. 628. 

(R) Domitius, the fame who married Agrippina the daughter of 
Germanicus, continued in the confulfliifS the whole year ; Aulus Vi- 
tell/us, uncle to the emperor of the fame name, was his colleguc 
from the firft of July to hti death ; for Vitellius died in his confu- 
lttte (54 J. We find the name of C;/««; Domitius Ahenobarbus in an 
ancient inscription quoted by Gruter, (55), where he is faid to have 
been conful the year after the fifth confuhhip of Tiberius ; but the 
name of his coliegue is razed both out of this, and out of another 



C 4) Suet, in <vit. c. 2. Noris ep. con p. 15. (55) Gruter. p. 
2087. 
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were pa fled again ft the fhuues and memory of Livilla, and Several 
iiicewife a decree of the fenate, commanding ihc effects of «SV- flattering 
jxnus to be tifcen one of the public treafury, and placed in that motions in 
of the emperor. This was the motion of Scipio? Silanus, and t be fenate. 
CaJJius^ the principal men in the fenate, who all urged it almoft 
in the fame words, and with great zeal and eagerne/s. *Ta- 
gonius G alius moved, that Tiberius fhoulJ chufe twenty fen a- 
tors to wait upon him under arms, and defend his perfon as 
often as he entered the fenate. The emperor, who was too 
wife to allow the fenators arms, returned them thanks forfuch 
an inftance of afFciRion 5 but rejected, and even turned into 
ridicule, the motion, as well as the author of it, adding in his 
letter, that he did not think his life of fuch importance to have 
it thus protracted. Juiius G'^///<? moved, that the prsetorian 
foldiers, after their term or" fervice, fhould have the privilege 
of fitting in the theatre among the Roman knights. This pro- q^ e mot ; afz 
pofal was highly refented by "Tiberius , who in his letter to the 0 fGaU\o 
fenate fell upon Gallic wkh great warmth, demanding, as if refented by 
he had been pretent, what bufinefs had Gallic with the foldiers, Tiberius, 
whole duty it was to obferve only the orders of the emperor, 
and from the emperor alone to receive their rewards ; Gallio 
indeed meant to flatter, but Tiberius highly refenting that 
motion, which he faid tended to corrupt the military difcipline, 
and debauch the minds of the foldiers, he was initantly expel- Ho*w bis 
led the fenate, and banii'hed Italy. He chofe the ifland of flattery 
Lcfbos for the place of his banifhment ; but the fenate, <was re- 
thinking his exile would be too eafy there, recalled him, and warded* 
put him under clofe confinement in the houfe of a magistrate. 
Such was the reward of his ftudied flattery. In the fame let- 
ter the emperor demanded the death of Sextus Paconianus, 
who had confpircd with Sejanus to compafs the ruin of Caligu- 
la ; but he efcaped for the prefent by making an ample difco- 
very of the plot, and naming all who were concerned in it. 
Among tliefc was Lat /Kites Latiaris* of whole detcftable cha- 
racier \vc have fpoken above. He was one of the moft mif- 
chievous informers in Rome^ and had procured the deftru&i- 
011 of many illuftriosis citizens; but now met his ju ft doom, 
being to the great joy of the whole city condemned and exe- 
cuted. The next .1 ecu fed was Cotta Mcjfalinus, the mo ft for- 
ward man in the fenate to gratify on all occafions the cruelty 
oi Tiberiut, and therefore univcrfally hated. He was charged 

made this year at Terni, which inclines us to believe that he waj 
he fame Puriui Camiflus, who afterwards rebelled againil the em- 
cror Claudius, as we read in Suetonius ^56). 



(cTj) Suet in Claud, c. 13. 
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with having fpoken contemptuoufly of Caligula, Livia Auguf- 
tj 9 mid o\~Iiberius himfelf {Sj ; and the charge was proved by 
Cottn nu*n of the fir ft rank in Rome, Bur. Cottd appealing to c Iibe- 
Meftliii- r/«y, a letter was foon after brought from him in behalf of the 
nus ace titi J criminal, wherein, after relating the beginning of his friend- 
and by the Ihip with Cotta, and his many good fcrviccs to himfclf, 
favour of nc: befou^hc the fathers not to wreft into crimes words per- 
ibenus #V erfcly conftrued, and humorous tales told at an entertain- 
difcharged. menC (7'). Hereupon the fathers not only difchargec Cctta, 

but inflicted on Cccsilianus the fenator, who was the chief c- 
vidence a^ai.ift him, the fame punifhment which had been 
formerly decreed again ft the accufers of Lucius Arruntius^ one of 

(S} He had traduced Caligula as guilty of the mod fcandalous 
debaucheries, as a pathic, as one deftitute of all fhame and modef- 
ty ; in celebrating among the priefts the birth-day of Li<via. the 
emperor's mother, he had fpoken of her with difrefpe£l without 
fparing Tiberius himfelf : in complaining of the great fway which 
Manila Lepidus and Lucius Arruntius , with whom he had a fuit a- 
bout money, bore in the fenate, he had faid, They indeed 'wi 'ft be 
fupportjd by the fenate^ but I by my little Tiberias. Thefe were the 
crimes alled^ed againlt him ; and to any other the charge would 
have proved fatal ; but as he ftudied in every thing to gratify the 
cruel temper of Tiberius^ and was the author, as our hiitorian tells 
us, of every moft bloody counfel, the emperor took him under his 
protection, and (hewed that mercy to him, which he would have de- 
uyed to the moft worthy man in the fenate. 

(T) The beginning of his letter was very remarkable; for he 
introduced it with the following words, What t* write to you, c§nfcript 
Jatbers, or in nvhat manner to write to you at this time if I know, may 
all the gods doom me to greater agonies , than tbofe under which I feel 

my fclf daily per ijh in*. Such were the horrors that haunted him e- 
ven among the rocks of Cafire* ; though hardly acceffible to men, 
yet they could not keep ofF the avenging furies that purfued him, 
nor infure his tranquillity. This great prince, this fovereign of 
Rene, with his numerous armies, with his praetorian bands, and hit 
unlimited power, was in hourly fear of fecrct aftaftins, inceffantly 
racked by his own apprehenfions ; and confequently with all the 
eclat of empire, the moll miferab'e being in his dominions. His 
power indeed was unlimited ; but fo was his mifery ; the more he 
mad? ochvrs furTer, the fafter he multiplied his own torments. 
All tne p'eafures and debaucheries in which he wallowed without 
con'.roul, h id not fufHcient charm* to allay or mitigate his dreadful 
apprehenfions, and the anguifh under which he felt himfelf dui'y pe- 
rilhing. Private perfons, however obnoxious and threatened, had 
but fome things and fame perfons to fear ; whereas Tiberius dread- 
ed all men, and every thing but to do evil, which yet was the fole 
caufe of his fears. Such was his fituation and life, and fuch are the 
natural conferences of the abufe of power. 

the 
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the mofl virtu' us men in Rome but what this punifhment was, 

we tind no where recorded. Afterwards, Quintus Serv&us Other per 

and Minutius Thermm were arraigned, Tiberius charging j ons 0 f 

them as principals in the treafon of Sejanus, and ordering tin3iw*ir> 

Calm Genius* a fenator, to report to the ten ate what he had raigned. 

written to him. Thus Cejiius undertook the accufation ; for 

in thoi'e cal imitous times the molt illuftrious ch efs of the fjnatc 

were not afhamed, as Tacitus obferves, to degrade them f .Ives 

to the mean office of informers, fome openly, fume Secretly, 

but both without regard to the ties of blood or friendship ; no 

distinction of kinfmen from Strangers ; for w >rds Spoken in 

the forum, or in private converfation, upon what fubject fo- 

ever fpoken, thofe who uttered them were accufed, everyone 

ftriving to get the ftart of another, fome for their own fafety, 

others as it were infected, with the common contagion of in- 



forming. M ut 't us and Se?'va: us were condemned, butfaved them- 
selves by becoming evidence againd others, namely "Julius A- 
fricanm and Seius Quadraius. While all men elfe were af- 
fecting to renounce the character of friends to Sejanus, a Ro- 
man knight by name Marcus Terentius y being accufed on this 
very account, owned the charge before the ienatc in the follow- ^ob/e 
ing Speech, which w.l! deserves to be recorded : cc It would ^lucus^ 
4t perhaps be more wife in me, confeript fathers, to deny Terentius 
<c than to acknowledge the crime with which I am charged. 
" But whatever bj the refult, I cannot, I will not, deny ic. 
<c I therefore own, and publicly declare, that I was one of 
" Sejamis's friends, that I courted and fought his f. iendfhip, 
< 6 that I gloried in it, after I bad gained it. And what wonder 
« that I did fo ? I faw Srjanus joined with his father in the 
« c command of the przeiorian guards, and next governing the 
«• (rate anJ the fol iiery both as a minifter and a rencral : hi'j 
c< kinfmen and i'rien'ls w: re raifed to the fir 1 ']: employments ; 
cc as tvery man was in credit with Sejtir:n:, he was fa- 
*< vourcd by Tiberius ; f»n.h on the contiuiy as incurred his 
<c difplcafure, were peif-cured without mercy. Of this I 
" need give no inftanccs. Sfjanut therefore the Polfinian was 
<c not 1 hi: man we courted j hut S,jmius installed by alliance 
4t into the Clandian and "Julian families ; Sejantts, your fon- 
** in-law, O Ctcfnr^ your collegue in (he cunfullhip, your 
** favourite, and under you charged with tne aJmrniilracion 
tc of the empire. Ir do.s not belong to us to judge who he 
<c is, whom you think tit to raife a'i >\ e ihj reft, nor on what 
14 con fide rat ions you have raiied him To you the urn Is have 
c * left the Supreme difpofal of all thinj^, and to us the glo- y 
** of obedience. Wconly behold ilic outward appearance of 
** thin^- ; we perceive upon whom you bellow wealth and 

4. D 2 " honours^ 
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6C honours, to whom you truft the greateft power of rclicv- 
cc ing or opprefiing us, which no man can deny Sty anus to h.ive 
cc had. But to pry into the fecret thoughts of the prince, and 
the Jofigns which he indultrioufly conceah, is both unlaw- 
ful and dangerous Let us not confeript fathers, fix our 
thoughts on i he laft day of Sejanus ; but remember him 
ct for the (pace of fixteen years, during which time we 
< c adored fuch of his retainers as Satrius and Powponius* 
c » and reckoned it a great honour to be acquainted with 
4C his porters and frecdmcn. I fpeak here of thole only 
who wereguildefs of his laft defigns. Let thofe be punifh- 
cd who confpired with htm againftthc (fate, who werepri- 
tc vy to his wicked attempts upon the life of the pr nee ; nothirg 
*< can be more juft. But as for us, who are charged only 
«' with offices of friendship, and'inftances of benevolence, 
•* towards Sejanus^ you cannot condemn us, O Cafar* with- 
cc out condemning at the fame time yourfelf. " The liberty 
of this fpeech, and the joy that one was at lafl found, who 
had courage enough to fpeak aloud what they all thought in 
their hearts, had fuch a powerful effect upon the minds of 
the fathers, that Terentius was abfolved, and his accufers, for 
this and other crimes, condemned, fome to banifhmcnr, others 
to death °. 7 iberius himfelf approved of the proceedings of 
the fount e on this occafion, probably not daring to oppofe a 
truth fpoken with fuch liberty, and fo generally applauded. 
But what induced him to dilTemMe an affront offered him at 
this time by L. Sejanus the praetor, probably one of the dif- 
graced minifter's kinfmen, *th no cafy matrcr to guefs. For 
the prreior, in the fhovss which he exhibited in virtue of his 
olKce, employed fuch only as were bidd, and difpofed fi\ e 
thouland toy?, all ihaved, with torches in their hands, to 
light the fpcchitnrs home. No- body doubted but this wa? 
done to deride Tiberius* who was bald ; but never thelefs he 
took no more notice of it than if he had never known it J> . 

Next came letters from Tiberius again ft Scxtus /''ijlitinu 
formerly prretor, one whom Tiberius had long fincc admit toil 
into the number of his (i tends, in regard of his brother Dru- 
Jus 9 to whom Vcjlilius was exceeding dear. He was accufed 
of having compote J a fatvr againft Caligula ^ reproaching him 
with the lewdnefs of his life. Tiberius forbad him his table, 
which fo grieved him, that he refolved to lay violent hands 
on himfelf. Accordingly having, with a trembling and feeble 
hand, as he was very old, opened his veins, he bound them 
up, and wrote a letter to the prince, imploring his mercy j 



• Tac it. ibid. c. 7, 8. r D10J, IviH, p. 633. 

but 
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but TiLe'ius returning him an angry anfwer, he opened them 
a^ai , ami Jicd. Not even women efcaped the fury of ac- 
eufers : as they could not be charged with defigns of ufurping; 
rhe lovcreign power, their tears were made treafon.;! <le ; ami 
Vitia, the mother of C. Fuftus Gcminus, conl'ul three years 
before, was condemned and executed in her old age, for be- 
wailing rhe death of her fon condemned bv the fenate. Nei- 

— _ - J 

ther did Tiberius fpare his own friends 5 tor by him were this 

year doomed to die l^efcularius Floccus and 'Julius Afarinvs, 

two of his oldeft friends, who had followed him to Rhodes, 

and not for fa ken him at Caprca?. The former had a£ied a chief 

part in the trial and condemnation of Ltbo Drufus, and the 

1. iLter hail been employed by Sejunus to procure the ruin of 

Cut tins Atticus, of whom we have fpoken above. This year Lucius Pi 

died Lucius Pifo, who, being fubftituted to Taurus Statilius fo dies, 

in the government of Rome, dilcharged that important office 

with fuch credit, that, by a decree of the fenate, he was dif- 

tinguiihed with a public funeral. He had obtained, for his 

warlike exploits in Thrace, a triumph, was universally, efteem- 

ed and beloved, and never thelefs died in the eightieth vear of 

his age by the courfe of nature, a rare thing, as our hifrorian 

obferves, in a man of great paits, and of fuch an illuftrinus 

defcent 1 (U). A motion was afterwards made in the fenate 

by §hun£filianu$+ tribune of the people, concerning a hook 

of the flby], which Caninius Gallus, one of the college of 

fifteen, had begged might be received by a decree amonglt 

the reit of that prophetefs. The decree paffed without oppo- 

I 

^ Idem, c. 10, 11. 

(U) We read in Tacitus, that Pifo governed Rome twenty years: 
if fo, he muit have been raifed to that dignity by jlugujlus ; for he 
died in the eighteenth year of Tiberius** reign. Eut, on the other 
hand, both Pliny (57) and Suetonius (58) tell us in exprefs terms, 
that he was created governor of, Rome by Tiberius, for having con- 
tinued drinking with him a night and two days, or two days and 
two nights, as Pliny wiil have it, after he was emperor. We 
therefore conclude with Lip/tut, that fome miftake has crept into 
the text of Tacitus* That writer thinks, that we ought to read ten 
initead of twenty, becaufe Pompon's us Flaccus^ who was with Pifo at 
that famous debauch, was, on that fcore, raifed to the government 
of Syria, which, at the time of Pifo*s death, he had held ten 
years (59), 

( %7* % Pit", /.xiv. (58; Suet, ibid, c. 42. (59) Vide Lip/, 
in burse locum Tacit. 

fition 
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fition ; but Tiberius^ in a letter to the fenate, defircd, that the 
book might firft be examined by the qu in decemvir* (W). 

Th 1 s year the dearth of corn occafmned fome difhir- 
bnnces in the city, the people urging their wants in the the- 
atre with great freedom* or rather licentioufnefs. Tiber iu\ 
alarmed at their boldnefs, cenfured, in his letter tt > the fciiati, 
both them and the ma^Ktra'es, for not quelling, by their au- 
thority, the mutinous populace. This encouraged the fathers 
to pafs a fevere edict againfl rioters, and fuch as diflurbed 
the public tranquillity, which reftored peace and quiet to the 
Other ar city. In the end of the year Gtminus, Pompcius, and 'Julius 
waignnrents Celfus, all Roman knights, were arraigned of treafon, and 
and c-cc- condemned. Geminus was indeed one of Srjanus's friends, 
cutiovs. hut had never been truftcd by him with his private defigns. 

However, he was executed with Pompeius \ hut Celfus, by 
ft-ctLh ng his chain over hi* head, and ftraining with great 
violence againft it, broke his neck, and efcaped the infamy 
ofapu'.dic execution r . This year Tiberius , having croflcd 
the chanel between Ciprea and Surrentum, failed ah nig the 
coafr of Campania, and entering the Tiber, as if he deiigned 
to piocccd to Rome, carne as far as the gardens on that river, 

r Jdem, c. 13, 14. 

(W) Tn his letter he gently chid $>uin& ilianus as young, and 
therefore not we;l acquainted with the antient* cuftoms ; but fell 
upon G alius with fome bittemeG, for propofing to a thin fenate 
the receiving of a book, whereof the author was unknown, among 
the prophetic books of the (iby! : he told him, that he who was 
lo well {killed in the fcience of facred ceremonies, ought not to 
have taken fuch a ftep without hearing the opinion of his own col- 
lege, and without the ufual reading and deliberation with the other 
prieih. He a!lb put the fenators in mind of the conduct of Ju- 
gufhts, who, to fupprefs the many fictitious predictions every-where 
publilhed under the name of the libyl, had ordered, that within a 
fixed day they fhould be carried to the praetor, and declared it un- 
lawful for any private perfon to keep them. Upon the receipt of 
this letter, the fenate, notwithstanding their decree, ordered the 
book to be examined by the college of the quinaecemv.rs Whe- 
ther the book was admitted among!* the authentic prophecies of 
the fibyl, we are no- where told. Anguflus , as we have obferved 
in his reign, having gathered together a great number of prophe- 
cies, and books of prediction-, written by unknown authors, whe- 
ther in Greek or Latin, he earned them all to be burnt, to the 
number of two thoufand and upwards, referving only fome feleefc 
piece*, which he depofued under the pedellal of /Jpollo Palati- 
uus 1 60). 

(60) Vidt Suit, in Aug. c. 31. 

having 
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having hi ft pofted guards all ;ilong the bank?, to keep off the 
multitude. But he advanced no farther, being aihumed of 
i.is cruellies and abjminable lufts, anu impatient to return to 
1.5 ixl >»iuiy rocks and beloved tolitude, where he rioted, 
without cluck or concroul, in the moft infamous and unnatu- 
ral debaucheries i". ^ 

Th e next con fuls were Scrvius Sulpicius Galba (X) and e a & 
L. Cornelius Sylla Felix. This year Tiberius difpofed of bis j} ruil Jg 
two granddaughters, who were now of age, beftowing Dru- „ iurr ; e j m 
Jilla on Lucius CnJJius^ and "Julia on Marcus Vinicius^ as we 
have relatel above. On this occafion he wrote to the fenate, 
with a fhoi c commendation of the young men ; then touch- 
ing upon 1 he u' a nf his abfence, and the hatred and ill- 
will he had dra ■■ 11 upon h mfelf by his zeal for the republic, Therms 
he defircd that A'Tacro, commander of the praetorian guards, j ema ..j s A 
with fume few triounes and centurions, might always attend g ttar j m 
him into the fenate. The fathers readily granted him his 
nqueft, without any limitation, either to the number or con- 
dition of the guards who were to accompany him 1 : nay, 
they patted a decree, oro^ring that whenever tfc)e prince came 
to the fenate, all the ienators (hould be fearcheu 1 , to prevent 
their carrying arms under their robes". But, lor all this, 77- 
berius never appeared in the fenate, nor entered the walls of 
Rome j though he came fometin.es to the very gates, for the 
moft part by folirarv and by~wavs, and flying back with great 
precipitation. This) ear great ditturbances being raifed by 
the debtors, the emperor, to adminilixr ionic relief, declared 
that he would lend a hundred thoufand great fcfterces for the 
term of three years without intereft, provided each borrower 0 

r Idem, annal. 6. c. 1. Suet, in Tib. c. jz+ c Tacit. 
c. 15. u Dio. 1. lviii. p. 633. 

(X^ S t >r<vius Sulpicius Galba was afterwards raifed to the empire: 
Suetotuus obferves, that he (ucceeded in the confulfhip Cn Domhius 
the father of Nero, and was fucceeded by Salvius Otbo s the father 
of the emperor of the fame name. As the name of Otbo is not 
marked in the confular tables, Onupbrius, CaJJiodomt, and the 
learned cardinal Noris, conclude, that he was fubllituted to Galba. 
Lucius Vitellius, one of the following year's confuh, was father to 
Aulus VitdliuS) who was likewife emperor, and iucceeded Otbo. 
Tacitus tells us, that Tiberius having fent for Galba, during his con* 
f'ihhip, and fifted him upon feveral fubjects, he at lalt to d him m 
G' fck % that one day he fliou.d taile of empire, fi^iu fy nig thereby 
hu ftiort fovereigncy {01). 



(61 J Tacit, c. 20. 
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mortgaged in land double the value of what he borrowed. 
But this generofity diJ not in the Icaft allay the public hatred 
which the emperor drew upon himfelf with his cruelties, ma- 
ny illuftrious perfons being this year condemned and execut- 
ed, and many others banimed, upon the molt groundlefs fuf- 
Furtker picions. Among thefe, Confidius Proculus^ while, void of all 
infiances of apprchenfion, he was celebrating his birth-day, was fuddenly 
his cruelty. accu f cc J Q f treafon, hurried to the fenate, condemned, and 

executed. Pompeia Mdcrina was fentenced to exile; her 
hufband and his father, two men of great "d.ftincl:ion among 
the Greeks, were both executed ; but her father, an illuftri- 
ous Roman knight, and her brother, once praetor, prevented 
their execution by a voluntary death. The crime laid to 
their charge was, that Macrinas hufband being defcended 
from Theophanes, who had been one of the confidents of 
Pompcy the Great, they had all paid divine honours to that 
illufttious Greek* The death of Sextus AJarius, the mofl 



wealthy man mSpuin, reflected great difgrace upon Tiberius \ 
for though he Was accufed of i nee It with his daughter, and for 
that crime, as was pretended, thrown headlong from the Tar- 
pclan rock, yet' it was commonly believed, that his immenfe 
riches had occafioned his ruin ; and indeed not without good 
grounds; Tiberius having, after his condemnation, appro- 
priated to himfelf his mines ofg))d, th >ugh forfeited to the 
public. So many bloody executions inlfei 1 of fati.icing, 
ferved only to whet and inflame Tiberius'* cruelty. For 
J general tn " s veir ne commanded all thofj to be put to death wiflvuit 
ma /f acreo fd\[\\\\&\o\\ of fex or ag.-, who were kept in p-ifm under ac- 
SejaBUs'/ cufatijn of any attachment to Sejetnus Infomuch, that 

friends. twenty were executed on one day, an i am'>ng them fevcral 

women and children ; their ho lies were exp.ifcJ on the jcalcs 
Ge/no>it;c\ from thence with iron h >oks dragged through the 
city, and t ien thrown into the Tiber. Ttie butchery, fays 
Tiicitus* was dreadful an 1 general ; expofel to the fun lay the 
carcafes « 'f ihe noble and ignoble ; thofe of every fex and age 
Scattered up and down, or ignominioufly thrown together in 
heaps : their furviving friends were not allowed to approach 
them, to bewail them, or even behold them ; but round the 
dead, '.;.iar.h were place I to watch countenances, and obferve 
t lie iigm of: hi-jw : waen the bodies began to putrify, they 
v/e:c *"dr..^^d t) the Tiber, where they floated, or were 
d.iv. i u;io:i ihe han.'cs, no man daring to burn or touch 
them, tii I )iee of fear hiving cut of7 all intercourse of hu- 
manic , 1 uauiihed every fymptom of pity and tcndernelts. 



w Idem, c. 19. 
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Among the reft perifhed this year three of the moft illuftrious 
pcrfons of the empire, AJinius Gallus y Drufus the fon of Ger- 
manicuSy and the celebrated Agrippina* Of AJinius Gallu: 
we have fpoken above x (Y ). He was the fon of the famous 
AJinius Poi/io 9 one of Augu/ius's chief favourites, and mar- 
ried Vipjania the daughter of Agrippa, after Tiberius had di- 
vorced her to marry "Julia : fo that his children were brothers 
to DrufuSy whom Tiberius had by Vipfania^ nephews to A- 
grippina* and nearly related to the Cajars. Tiberius had T iberfcis* 
long hated him on account of his marrying Vipfania y but with dijpmula- 
his ufual dillimulation concealed his hatred till this year, when tion, 
Gallus being, we know not about what buiinefs, difpatched 
to him by the fenate, he received him in a moft obliging man- 
ner, but at the fame time wrote to the fenate, requiring his 
condemnation ; fo that the very day he was entertained as a 
familiar friend at the emperor's table in Caprets^ he was con- 
demned as a traitor at Rome, and a praetor was fent to fee the 
fentence put in execution. However, the inhuman tyrant 
would not allow him to be immediately difpatched ; but cauf- 
ed him to be kept under clofe confinement, no one being 
fuffered to come near him, except fuch as were charged to 
watch, left he fhould, by a voluntary death, put an end to his 
miferies. Heperifhed at length, after three years painful con- q-j jee f eai j^ 
finement, through famine ; but whether of his own accord, ^^^ n j us 
or ftarved by Tibtrius's orders, was never known. The plea- G a u us> 
fare of the emperor being confulted, whether he would fuffer 
him to be buried, he was not aflbamed to reckon his allowing 
the laft offices to be paid to him as a particular favour y . As The death 
for Drujusy he was condemned by the emperor to be ftarved j of Drufus. 
but protracted his life nine days by feeding, for want of other 
fuftenance, on the flocks of his bed. The inhuman monfter, ^be mean 
not fattated with the death of his grandfon, purfucd him even a " d f can ' 
Leyond the grave with cruel invectives, and in a letter to the £ a !£j* u *~ 0 f 
fenate charged him with many heinous crimes, ordering at Tibeiiui 
the fame time the minutes of his words and actions to be read, tQtW ards 



x Vide p. 518. not. N. * Tacit, c. 23. Dio. 1. lviii. 
p. 622. 

(Y) Lipfius takes this dfinim Gallus to be the fon of Jlfmius Pol- 
Ho, who was furnamed Salonlmts, and upon whoff birch /'/>£// com - 
pofed the famous eclogue SicHides AU/je, &.c. He owns, that no 
hiftorian gives AJinius the furnamcof Saij % iinui % but founds hi.s opi- 
nion intirely upon the authority of Serviut, which is very furprifm * 
in fo wary a ctitic, iVncc Servius tells us in exorefs term's, that Sa- 
hninus died foon after he war. born ; nam if/urn pucrum Inter if>/a 
ftiwrdia periiffe tnanifejium ejl y fays that coirs mci;ta:or. 

Vol. Xill. 4 li which 



him. 



586 The Roman ffijloryl Book III. 

which had long and daily been regiftered by perfons exprefsly 
appointed to obfervehis looks, to watch all his actions, and 
note down every word, every complaint, he uttered. The 
recital of this journal filled all who heard it with horror ; and 
indeed, that a grandfather mould appoint perfons to watch all 
the actions, fhould have all the weaknefTes or crimes, of his 
grandfon regiftered by fecret fpies, and thus expofed to the 
world, feems fuch a feries of treachery and meannefs, as would 
hardly be credited, were it not attefted by the moft eminent 
writers of antiquity. Tacitus quotes the letters of Aftius the 
centurion and Didymus the freedman, declaring particularly 
the names of the flaves fet purpofely to abufe and provoke 
Dn/Jusy with the feveral parts they acred, in order to draw 
from him complaints again ft Tiberius. The centurion, to 
whofe cuftody he was committed, being introduced to the 
fenate, repeated in the prefence of the fathers, as matter of 
glory, his outrageous language to the young prince, with the* 
words uttered by him under the agonies of hunger. He told 
them, that Drufus, at firft pretending to be diftract.ed, vented 
His imbre- in * c ^Y^ e °f a madman difmal imprecations againft Tiberius $ 
cations a- but afterwards, finding his doom inevitable, he invoked him 
gainftT'u w * tri great deliberation and fedatenefs the vengeance of the 
bcrius. gods, befeeching them., that as Tiberius had flaughtered his 

daughter-in-law, his nephew, his grand-children, and filled 
with flaughters his whole houfe, fo they would in juftice to 
the anceftors of the flain, in juftice to their pofterity, avenge 
on this man of blood, fo many cruel and barbarous murders. 
The fenators, in hearing the centurion, raifed a mighty 
noife, as if they detefted thofe imprecations ; but they were 
ftruck with amazement in hearing the detail of the barbarities 
practifed by the emperor's orders upon his grandfon The 
death of the fon was followed by that of the mother* which 
happened on the feventeenth of October, jigrippina had been 
confined before the di (grace of Sejanus, upon whofe execu- 
tion fhc hoped Tiberius would ufe her and her fon Drufus 
Vhedenth . w [ t ^ more humanity. But finding him no lefs implacable 
of Agnp- ^ lari [, e f orC) ftj C p Ut an ent j t0 ; her mifcries by abftaining from 

pina " all food. Suetonius tells us, that after £he had taken a refo* 

lution to ftarve hcrfelf, Tiberius caufed her mouth to be open- 
ed, and nourifhment crammed down her throat by force 
Hut Tacitus qu«ftions whether flic abftainccj voluntarily from 
all food, or was denied it by Tifarius's orders p and a report 
was afterwards fpread, that death had been her own choicci 



Idem, c. 23, 24., * Suet. ibid. c. 53. 
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Be that as it will, her death did not put an end to the malice 
and cruelty of the outrageous tyrant, who charged her with Tiberius 
feveral abominable crimes, efpecially with adultery, as if (he en d*<**>°* r * 
had maintained a criminal correfpondence with AJinius G alius * J* 
and upon his death become weary of life. But ufgrippina's t ^^ U ' 
character and known chaftity fufEciently cleared her from all 
imputations of that nature ; for fhe had facrificed, as Tacitus 
obferves, to a manly ambition all the pailions and vices of her 
fex. The emperor, in his letter to the fenate, obferved, that 
fhe died the fame day on which Sejanus had been executed 
two years before, adding, that fuch a day ought to be parti- 
cularly diftinguifhed 3 nay, he boafted of his clemency, fince 
he had not caufed her to be ftrangled, and her body to be ex- 
pofed on the fcala Gemonia^ and thence dragged to the Tiber* 
For this inftahce of mock-mercy the fenate folemnly thanked 
him, and decreed, that on the feventeenth of OSfober, the day 
of the death of Agrippina and Sejanus y a yearly offering fhou Id 
be confecrated to Jupiter Capitolinus for ever *>. The death Plancfna 
of Agrippina procured that of her declared enemy Plancina, lays violent 
the widow of Cneius Pifo. She was guilty of many other hands on 
crimes, befides that which was laid to her charge of poifon- herfelf. 
ing Germanicus. When* her hufband fell, fhe was protected 
by the folic i tat ions of Livia, and alfo by the animofity of A- 
grippina, whom the fpiteful Tiberius could not find in his 
heart to gratify with the death of a pedbn whom fhe abhor- 
red. But as there was now no further room for favour or 
hatred, juftice prevailed and Plancina 9 being accufed of 
crimes long fince fufEciently proved, executed with her own 
hand that vengeance which was rather too late than too fe- 
vere. Notwithstanding the pleafure Tiberius took in deftroy- 
ing the moft illuftrious families in Rome, yet he was fenfibly 
affe&ed with the death of Cocceius Nerva, though it was in- 
tirely owing to his cruelty. He was one of the moft learned The death 
civilians in Rome, had been conful twelve years before, had of Coccci- 
attended Tiberius to Caprea 9 and was in high favour with us Nerva, 
him, fo that he had no reafon to be weary of life. But tho* 
thus in full profperity of fortune, in perfect vigour of body, 
he refolved to die, and accordingly refufed all nourifhment. 
Tiberius^ having learnt his defign, aid all that lay in his power 
to difTuadc him from putting it in execution ; examined hia 
motives, and defcended even to intreaties, declaring that it 
would be a great afRiciion to him, that ic would reflect dif- 
grace upon him, and tarnifh his reputation, if one of his moft 
intimate friends, his infeparablc companion, fhould thus (hew 

* Tacit, c. 25, *6. Suet. ibid. c. 53. 
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himfelf weary of life. But notwitftanding the remonftrances 
and rea Toning of Tiberius, Nerva perfifted in his purpofe, 
0/VElius a nd ended his life by abftinence. Towards the end of this 
Lamia, vear t nrcc iHuMrious citizens, ALlius Lamia, Manius 

M. Lepi- Lepidus^ and Pomponius Flaccus. Lamia had for feveral 
us ' c ' years held the government of Syria, but had never been 

allowed to vifir. his province. Upon the death of L. Pifo, 
which happened the preceding year, Tiberius difcharged 
him from the mock-adminiflration of Syria, and appointed 
him governor of Rome. A public funeral was decreed him 
by the fenate c . He was fucceeded in his laft employment by 
C. Coffus, who, though a famous drunkard, was never known, 
as Seneca informs us d , to difclofe a fecret ; whence Tiberius 
tr ufl:ed him with his mofl private counfels. Lepidus was one 
of the mofl worthy men in Rome ; we have already given va- 
rious in fiances of his wifdom and moderation : as to his abi- 
Jities, he was in the opinion of Augufius, as we have obferv- 
ed in the beginning of this reign, well qualified for the fo- 
vereign power, but not fond of it. Pomponius Flaccus washy 
Tiberius fi rfl ra i fed to the government of Maefia, where he 
he c rayed and feized Rhafciporis, as we have related above. 
He was afterwards made propraetor of Syria, either for this 
piece of treachery, or upon the merit of his famous debauch 
with L. Pifo andTi&erius. This year, Claudia daughter to Mar- 
cusSilanus,* fenatordiftinguifhed by his illuftrious birth and great 
eloquence, was married to Caius Caligula, the only furviving 
fon of Germanic us. The people were no lefs pleafed with 
this match, than diflatisiied with that of Julia, the daughter 
of Drufus and widow of Nero, who debafed herfelf to marry 
Rubellius Blandus, whofe grandfather was a native of Tybur, 
and only a Roman knight c . 

Chrijl cru- Th is year, the thirty-third of the common a?ra and nine- 
cified. teenth of Tiberius's reign, our Saviour was crucified, ac- 
cording to the opinion of the bed chronologers ; Pblegon, 
the emperor Adrian's freedman, who wrote fixtccn books of 
the olympiads, feemfi to fpeak of the darknefs which hap- 
pened at his death : his words are ; There happened the great- 
ejl and tnojl remarkable eclipfe that ever had been known \ 
at the Jixtb hour the day was fuddenly turned into night, info* 
?nuch, that the Jlars zvere J'een : at the fame time, an earth- 
quake in Bithynia overturned many hou/es in the city of Nice. 
This darknefs, which Phlegon ca lis an eclipfe, happened, ac- 
cording to him, in the fourth year of the two hundred and 



Idem, c. 27. d Sen ec. cpift. 87. c Tacit.c, 27. 
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fecond olympiad, which ended about the middle of the pre- 
fent year f. 

The following year, when Paulus Fabius Perjtcus, or, 
as fomc call him Prijius, and L, Vitellius were con fills, many 
eminent perfons fell, either by their own hands, or thofe of 
the public executioner, among the reft Pomponius Labeo and 
Marcus /Emilius Scaurus 5 the former once governor of Mcefia, 
being charged with male-adminiftration, and other crimes, 
prevented condemnation by opening his veins, his wife Paxea 
following his example. The latter a noble orator, a man of 
an illuftrious defcent, but a profeffed debauchee, was accufed t er fi ns ar ' 
by Servilius and Cornelius of adultery with Livia the widow rai S ne • 
oiDruJus, and of offering magical facrifices , but hit true crime 
was the hatred Macro bore him ; for Macro, Who was at this 
time as much in favour with Tiberius, and no lefs mifchievous 
than Sejanus had ever been, prejudiced the emperor againft 
him, by perfuading him, that Scaurus, in a tragedy which 
he had compofed, defcribed him, and difplayed his cruelties 
uftder the name of Atreus. But the pretended criminal, be- 
fore fentence was awarded againft him, laid violent hands on 
himfelf, being encouraged thereto by his wife, who died with 
him g . Servilius and Cornelius, his accufers, were foon af- 
ter banifhed into feveral iflands for accepting a bribe, to drop 
the profecution, which they had begun againft Varius Ligur. 
Abudius Rufo like wife, once sedile, was himfelf condemned 
and driven out of Rome, while he attempted to get Lentulus - 
Getulicus, under whom he had commanded a legion, con- q^"^ 
demned, becaufe he Had efpoufed his daughter to a fon of Se- acc J}Jj"* 
janus. Getulicus was at this time commander of the legions 
in Upper Germany, and by them extremely beloved on ac- 
count of his great mildnefs and clemency. He was likewifc 
acceptable to the legions of Lower Germany in confideration 
of their general Apronius, his father-in-law. Hence he was jft s fo/j 
generally believed to have written to Tiberius, that not by / etier t0 
his own inclination, but by his advice, he had fought the Tiberiui. 
alliance of Sejanus ; that he had been as liable to be deceived 
as Tiberius, and that it was not reafonablc a fault common 
to both (hould pafs unblamed in one, and be puniftied in ano- 
another : he added, that he had hitherto inviolably maintained 
the allegiance he owed him, and that he would continue un- 
flvaken in his fidelity to the laft, provided no dark plots were 
framed againft him i but that he would look upon a fucceflbr 



f Om*. contra. Cclfum, p. 89 & 99- edit. Grace. f Tacit. 
c. 29. 
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as the mefTenger of death ; and therefore, that they fhould, 
as it were, ftrike up an agreement between them, by which 
the prince fhould enjoy the reft of the empire, and he al- 
ways retain his province. This proceeding, however furprif- 
ing, was believed, becaufe of all thofe who were allied to 
Sejanus? Getulicus alone efcaped unhurt, and continued in 
high favour to the lafh Tiberius? fenfible that he was uni- 
verfally hated, and that his authority was fupported more by 
reputation than by force, did not care to attack a man, who 
had both fufficient power and courage to defend himfelf 
A counter- ^ his year, as Dion Caffius will have it, or four years before, 
y*/V Drufus while Drufus was yet living, as Tacitus relates it, a young 

man gave out, that he was Drufus the fon of Germanicus. 
He was firft feen in the Cyclades? and foon after on the con- 
tinent, attended by fome of the emperor's freedmen, and by 
great crouds of people, who flocked to him from all parts. 
But in the mean time, Poppaus Sabinus? governor of Greece 
and alfo of Afacedon? where he was at that time, hearing the 
ftory haftened to Nicopoiis? a Roman colony, to obviate the 
evil confequences of fuch a report. There he learnt that 
this counterfeit Drufus? being artfully examined, had de- 
clared himfelf to be the fon of Marcus Si/anus , and that many 
of his followers falling off, he had embarqued, as if he de- 
figned to fail to Italy. Further than this, fays Tacitus? we 
have found nothing concerning the origin or iflue of that 
affair 8 . But Dion Caffius adds, that the impoftor being re- 
ceived by many cities, and ftrengthened with vaft numbers 
of followers, would have reached Syria? and probably been 
acknowledged there by the armies of his pretended father, 
had he not been difcovered by fome who knew, feized, and 
f *wo con- fent, him to Tiberius*. The fame writer tells us, that this 
fulsof this year? the twentieth of Tiber i us' s reign, ending on the nine 
j ear put to teenth of Augujr? the confuls folcmnized it with public vows 
dratb. an( j f ac rifices j which the emperor highly refenting, as if they 

had taken upon them to confirm to him the ibvereign power 
for a further term of ten years, caufed them both to be ar- 
raigned, condemned, and executed l . What Dion fays of the 
confuls of this year is not to be underftood of thofe we have 
named, but of others, who were fubfrituted in their 
room, it being evident both from Tacitus and Suetonius* that 
L. Vitcllius? the father of the emperor Julus Vitcllius was 
fent the year following into Syria to govern that province. We 

f Idem, c. 30. 8 Tacit, annal. 5. c. 10. b Dio I, 

lviii. c. 637. 1 Idem ibid. p. 656. 
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fhall have frequent occafion to mention him in the following 

reign (Z). 

In the following confulfhip of Ceftius Gallus and M. Ser- 
vilius Nonianus, the domeftic evils continued, Tiberius^ 
though now three years fince the execution of Sejanus, be- 
ing no ways appeafed , either by time or the innumerable vic- 
tims he had already facrificed to his jealoufy. He frill pur- 
fued with frefh rage ftale and dubious imputations, punifliing 
them as recent, heinous, and proved, crimes. The moil di- The death 
ftinguifbed perfons who perifhed this year, were Fulcinius of federal 
Trio % G rani us Alartianus, Tatius Grat tonus , Trebeliienus fir fat* of 
Rufus, and Sextius Paconianus. Trio^ who was conful the diftin&ion* 
year that Sejanus was executed, being accufed of having been 
privy to the treacherous defigns of that minifter, made his 
laft will, in which he compiled a long charge of iniquities 

(Z) Tacitus tells us, that in the con fulfil ip of Fabius and Vite!lius % 
after many ages the phoenix appeared in Egypt, and furnifhed 
the learned, both of that country and of Greece, with matter for va- 
rious observations concerning that miraculous bird. On this occafion 
he acquaints us with the opinions of fuch as have written on that 
fubjedt. and tells, that they all agree in this, tij^t it is a creature 
facred to the fun, and that as to its beak and feathers it differ* 
from all other birds ; but as to the length of its life relations vary : 
the common opinion is, fays our hiftorian, that it lives five hundred 
years ; but there are not wanting fome who extend its life to 1 46 f , 
and affirm, that the three former phoenixes appeared in reigns great- 
ly diftant, the firft under Sefofiris, the, next under Amafis, and that 
the laft was feen under Ptolemy, the third king of the Macedonian 
race, and flew to the city of Heliopolis, accompanied by a vaft 
number of other birds wondering at her ftrange fhape. But the 
Accounts of antiquity, fays Tacitus, are obfeure : between Ptole- 
my and Tiberius, fcarce pafTed two hundred and fifty years ; whence 
fome thought that this was no true phoenix, nor come from Ara- 
bia, and that it had nothing of the inftintt which antient tradition 
afcribes to the genuine ; according to which tradition the true 
phoenix, having completed a certain courfe of years, builds juft 
before its death a neft in its native land, upon which it (beds a 
generative power, whence fprings up a young one, whofe firft care, 
when grown up, is to bury its father : this it does not undertake 
unadvifedly ; but firft tries its ftrength by gathering and carrying 
a great way loads of myrrh : when it finds itfelf equal to the bur- 
den and fit for a long flight, it takes upon its back its father's body, 
carries it to the altar of the fun, and there burns it (62). Such 
were the opinion* of the antients, touching this miraculous, or 
father fabulous, bird. 

(62) Tacit, c. 28, 
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and dreadful invectives againft Macro and the emperor's 
chief freedmen, not fparing the prince himfelf, whom he 
ilyled an old dotard, and, on account of his long abfence, a 
defpicable exile. Thefe inve£tives were fuppreffed by the 
heirs of Trio ; but Tiberius, not aihamed to publilh his own 
infamy, ordered them to be read in the fenate, either to fhew 
that he could bear fuch liberties, or becaufe he was willing, 
lincehehad been fo long ignorant of the black enormities of 
Sejanus, that whatever was faid, and however faid, con- 
cerning him and his administration, fhouhl be divulged, that 
. he might at leaft learn from the reproaches uttered againft 
him, the truths which flattery ftudied to difguife. Graniut 
Martianus, the fenator, being charged with treafon by Caius 
Gracchus, laid violent hands on himfelf (A^. Tatius Grati- 
anus, who had been praetor, was for the fame charge fenten- 
ced to death j and alfo Trebellienus Rufus, who had been like- 
wife praetor, and formerly appointed by the fenate guardian to 
the fons of Cotys, king of Thrace; but he prevented condemna- 
tion by a voluntary death. Paconianus, who had been chofen 
by Sejanus to plot the overthrow of Caligula, as we have re- 
lated above, was after three years confinement ftrangled in 
prifon for verfes made there againft Tiberius k . In the end of 
the year, died Poppasus Sabinus, who had been conful under 
Augujius, had acquired triumphal honours, and governed for 
the fpace of twenty four years the two Maefias, to which 77- 
berius had added in thefecond year of his reign Maccdon and 
Acbaia 1 . Tacitus tells us, that he was not diftinguifhed 
either by his birth or abilities ; but was nevcrthelefs raifed and 
favoured by the princes, becaufe he had talents equal to the 
employments given him, and not above thern m . He was 

* Idem c. 38. 39. Dio.p. 626. 'Tacit. ibid* Dio. p: 
637. m Tacit, ibid. 

(A) No wonder, that voluntary deaths mould be fo common at 
Rome, not yet illuminated with the light of the gofpel. For thofe, 
who fell by the hand of the executioner, forfeited their eftatea with 
their lives, and were debarred the honour of burial. Their bo- 
dies were publicly expofed to the infults of the populace, dragged 
through the ftreecs with iron hooks, and thrown into the Tiber. No 
criminal, of what rank foevcr, nay not even women, were exempted 
from this bafc treatment. On the other hand, the bodies of fuch, 
as by a voluntary death prevented condemnation, were interred ; 
their wills remained in force, and their eftates devolved to their 
children (63). 

(63) Tacit* c. 29. Dio, /. Aw/V. p. 630. Suet, in Tib. c. 53. 
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fucceedcd in the government of the above-mentioned provin- 
ce* by C. AAemmius Regulus As for the difturbances 
which happened this year in Armenia* Parthia* and Cilicia* 
the reader will find them defcribed by us at length in the hif- 
tories of thofe kingdoms. 

The following year, jg. Plautius and Sextus Papinius Gal- 
limits being confuls, the fame courfe of flaughter continued 
unrelenting. Lucius Arufeius and feveral others were con- 
demned and executed. Such executions were now become fo 
frequent and familiar, that they were hardly taken notice of; 
but that of Vibulenus Agrippa* a Roman knight, ftruck all 
with terror and amazement. After his accufers had finifhed 
their plead ingsj again ft him, he pulled out . poifon, which he 
had concealed under his gown, and fwallowed k .in operi 
fenate. He immediately fell, fo potent was the poifon ; but 
neverthelefs was haftily dragged by the lienors to the dungeon, 
where, though ready to expire, he was ftrangled by the com- 
mon executioner 0 . Caius Galba 9 a confular and brother to 
the emperor of this name, with the two Blaji* fell by 
their own hands ; Galba> upon the receipt of a letter from the 
emperor, forbidding him to caft lots for the government of a 
province \ and the Blcsft* becaufe Tiberius beftowed their 
priefthoods, as vacant dignities, upon others ; this they took 
ai a fignal of death, and obeyed it. Tigranes* grand fon to He- Tigrane* 
rod king of *Jud(sa by his father Alexander , and to Archelaus p ut ^ 
king of Cappadocia by his mother Glaphyra p , and who death, 
had himfelf reigned fome time in Armenia , was accufed like a 
private citizen, and, without any regard to the royal dignity, 
condemned and executed with the other pretended criminals 
This prince and his elder brother Alexander had renounced 
the Jevuijh* and embraced the Pagan* religion, out of com- 
plaifance to their grandfather Archelaus, Agrippa their cou- 
iin german was in the month of September dragged to 
prifon loaded with chains,' and kept there under clofe con- 
finement till the death of Tiberius* as we have related in the 
hiftory of the yews. The fame year, the city fufTered greatly 
by an inundation of the Tiber r , and by fire, which burnt down 
thatoart of the circus which was contiguous to mount Aven- The gen* 
tine* and all the buildings on the mount itfclf. This mis- r$/ity of 
fortune turned to the glory of the prince, for he paid the Tiberius 
value of the houfes deltroyed, and expended in this bounty a *n oceetfi 
hundred thoufand great fellerces ; which proved the more ac- °f a fi rs - 

* Dio. ibid. ©Tacit, c. 40. Dio p. 634. Suet, hi 
Tib. c. 61. 9 Jos 1 ph. antiq. 1. xviii. c, 7. 1 Tacit, c. 
40. r D io. p. 638. 
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ceptable to the people, fays Tacitus, as lie had ever been (par- 
ing in private buildings (B). To make aneftimate ot every 
man's lofs, he appointed his four ions-in-law, Cneius Domitius, 
Cafftus Longinus, Marcus Vinicius, and Rubellius Blandus, af- 
fiited by Pub Hits Petronius, nominated by the confuls .* The 
ccck-liaftic writers tell us, that in this or the preceding year, 
Pontius Pilate wrote to "Tiberius on account of the paffion, 
refur region, and miracles, of our Saviour, adding, that the 
number of his followers daily increafed, and that he was ac- 
counted a god. Heieupon the emperor, fay they, made a re- 
port of the whole matter to the fenate, with this favourable 
luiTVa^e, that CI iriur might be reckoned among the gods : the 
fenate oppofed this motion, and even by an edidt commanded 
all chi iftians to I e banifhed the city. But Tiberius by ano- 

thcr edi^t threatening their accufers with death, the perfecution 
ceufed, and the number of the believers daily increafed both in 
'jU'lua and at R.omet. Whether this account is confident 
with the fervile fpirit of the fenate, and the dread they were 
all under ofoppofing any motion made by the emperor, is 
what we refer to the judgment of every impartial reader. 

The next confuls, and the lafl under Tiberius, were 
Cneius Acerronius Proculus and Caius Pontius Nigrinus, or, as 
Suetonius calls him, Niger. The emperor was now in the 
fevenrv-cighth year of his age, without having been ever once 
ind.fpofed iince he came to the empire, though he negledled, 
and was even wont to ridicule, the rules and prefcriptions of 

* Tacit, c. 4c. f Tfrtull, in apol. c. 5. Sc 21. 
Edse b. in chton. & hift. ecclef. 1. ii. c. 2 . Gild as. 



(B) Tacitus tells us, that this bounty proved the more grateful to 
the people, as he was ever fparing in private buildings ; and adds, 
that his public works never exceeded two, the temple of Au- 

guflusy and the fcene of Pornpey** theatre ; nor, when he had finifti- 
cd both, did he confecrate either, whether prevented by old age, 
or defpifing popularity, is uncertain. Thus Tacitus (64 \ with 
whom Suetonius does not intirely agree. During the whole time he 
wa* emperor, fays that writer, he built nothing ihat was great and 
magnificent; the temple of Augufius, and the reparation of Pont' 
pcy'v. theatre, the only public works he ever undertook, he left un- 
finished after fo many years (65). And in the life of Caligula, he 
finifhed the temple of Auguftus, fays he, and the ampi theatre of 
Pompe)\ which Tiberius had begun, but not completed {66). So 
that, nccoiding to Tacitus, he ftnilhcd thefc buildings ; but left 
them imperfect according to Suetonius. 

(64) Tacit e. 45. 65) Suet. itia*. c. 47, (66) Mm in 
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phyf-c.an.s andfuch as after the age of thirty wanted to he in- 
jvn.ncil, uy them, what helped or hurt their conili tutions. At Tiberius 
length ne was taken ill at /JJlura between slntium and Circeci, j s taken ill. 
as he w is returning to Capre<z from the neighbour hood of 
Rome (C). However, he went forward, and reached Circa: > 
v. iwre, tu dtii'cmble his indifpofition, he not only ainiteii at 
the inilitaiv games exhibited there, hut threw darts himfclf at 
a bo;ir, and killed-him. From Cit i & i he advanced to Mi- 
jhium 9 and finding his flrength began to fail him, he fettled 
in a villa near the promontory, which once belonged to 
the celebrated Lucuilus , Already his flrength, already his 
fpirits, failed him ; but his diflimulation tailed him nor. To 
hide his declcnfion, now very vifible, he exerted the fame 
vigour of mind, the fame energy in his difcourle, and even af- 
fected fometimes to be gay. In the mean time, thecourfe of 

was not interrupted at Rome by the emperor's ill- 
nefs. Acutia, once the wife of Publrus Vitellius^ being charg- 
ed with treafon by Lalius Balbus^ was condemned. After- 
wards Albucilla^ who had been married to Satrius Sccur.cius y 
and was infamous for her amours and debaucheries, was accu- 
kd of devifing charms againft the life of Tiberius. In the fame 
charge were involved, as her accomplices and adulterers, Cntius 
Domitius^ Vibius Marfus^ and Lucius Arruntius, all thiec per- Lucius Ar- 
lbns difbnguilhed by their birth and employments. But as ruruiti9 at- 
the minutes tranfmitted to the fenate imported, that Macro cufed. 
had preiided in the examination of the witneiTcs, and torture 
ofthefluves, and the minutes were not accompanied by any 
letter from Tiberius againft the accufed, the fathers fufpedTted, 
that while he was ill, the accufations were in great meafure 
forged, perhaps, without his privacy, by Macro^ an irrecon- jji s fi ne 
cileable enemy to Arruntiu s , However, that brave Roman affesi- 
chofe to die, and to his frijuds attempting to divert him I rum rga fofi- 
that rcfolution, by reprelcnting to him, that r.cvvs of the cm- y^. 

(C; About the end of the preceding year, Tiberius, leaving his 
ifl.ind, approached Rome, and having itaid feme time at TufcitlttM, 
he came within fix mi.es of the city, and thence beheld Ins metro- 
polis floating, as it were, in blood. On his return to Campnrtut, lie 
was taken ill at Jjlura. Suetonius te !u us, that he removed fioin, 
rhe neighbourhood of Rome, being frightened with a kind of prodiu > ; 
for being wont to feed with his own hand a dragon, in which he 
took great plcafure, he found it one morning killed and half de- 
voured by a fwarm of ants. Hereupon, being warned by the loo'h- 
l.tvers to avoid the multitude, he hailcncd hack to Campania. We 
fi id no accounts of this nature in '/aiifus, who only tells u*, that 77- 
huut, uftcr much (hifting of place:, fettled in the end at the pio- 
n.ontory of Miftnum in a villa, which otice belonged to Ltuullus. 

4 V 2 j^nui's 



59 6 



The Roman Hislory. 



Book III. 



His death. 



peror's death, which would deliver him from the prefent dag- 
ger, was daily expected, he anfwered in the following manner : 
The fame meafures are not alike honourable to all men: 
I have lived long enough, and have not wherewithal to 
reproach myfelf, fave that I have fubmitted to bear thus far 
an old age expofed to fo many dangers, long hated as I was by 
Sejanus ; and am now hy Macro , always obnoxious toforne 
reigning minifter, through no fault of mine, but becaufe I am 
irrsconcileable to the wicked. 'Tis true, I may outlive, 
and efcape, the few and laft days of Tiberius : but how 
fliall I efcape the young prince, his heir ? If Tiberius, at 
fuch an age, and after fo long experience, has been in- 
tirely changed by the fpirit of an uncontrouled power, is it 
to be hoped, that Caligula^ who is yet fcarce out of his 
childhood, unexperienced in affairs, and brought up in the 
worn: of principles, will purfue a better courfe, having 
Macro for his guide ? that Macro* who, being chofen to 
opprefs Sejanus as the more wicked of the two, lias fince 
afflicted the republic with more mifchiefs and cruelties. 
I forefee a fervitude yet more dreadful, and therefore will 
fly both from the prefent and the impending calamities 
Having uttered thefe words as if he had been infpired by the 
gods, lie opened his veins, and bled to death h . Such 
was the end of Lucius jfrruntius, a man of a moft illuftrious 
defcent, of great fortune, and extraordinary accomplifhments, 
for which he was accounted by Auguftus* as we have ob- 
served in the beginning of this reign, equal to the Sove- 
reignty. Domitius, by pretending to prepare for his de- 
fence, and Mar Jus % by feeming refolved to end his life by 
abftinence, outlived Tiberius, and efcaped the prefent danger. 
As for Albucilla^ fhe attempted to lay violent hands on her- 
fclf ; but the blow proving ineffectual, fhe was by order of 
the Senate dragged to prifon, and there executed. Againft 
the accomplices of her debaucheries, it was decreed, that 
Grajidius Sacerdos, formerly praetor, flibuld be bammed to an 
rfland ; and that Pontius Fregellanus and Lalius Baibus, both 
Senators, fhould be degraded. About the fame time, Sextus 
Papinius y of a confular family, probably the (on of Sextus 
Papinius, who was conful the foregoing year, ended his life, 
by throwing himfelf headlong from a high place, to avoid the 
impure Solicitations of his own mother, who was thereupon 
accufed, but only baniflied Rome for ten years, till her 
voungcr fon had pafled the dangers of youth 



h Idem, c. 48. 
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In the mean tune, Tiberius, having read in the journal 
of the fenate, that fome prifoners had been difcharged, becaufe 
he had only writ that informations were lodged again (I them 
without mentioning witnefTes, tranfported with rage, re folved 
to return at all adventures to Gapretz^ and there, asin a place of 
fafcty, revenge the affront offered him ; but the bad weather 
and his diftemper kept him againft his will at Mijenum k . 
However, he frill hoped to overcame his prefent indifpofkion, 
depending upon the predictions of Throfyllui^ which he ef- M*f- 
tecmed as fo many oracles (D), that famous aftrologer ha- t°^ tinr - 
ving allured him, that he was to live ten years longer, z\-P rru€nts * 
ther deceived himfelf, or vyrith a defign to deceive Tiberius , f Q* r £f£ 
that he might not haften the execution of thofe who were a P rea2, 

* Suar- in Tib. c. 73. 

(D") Tiberius, during his retirement at Rhodes, applied himfelf 
chiefly to the ftudy of judicial aflrology, under the direction of 
Tbrajyllus, whofe skill in that art he proved by the following trial. 
He led him to a houfe builr on the top of a fteep rock by the fca- 
fide, and there minutely confulted him about various events. Ikra- 
fyllus gave fat is factory anfwers to all his queftions, affured him that 
he mould be foon raifed to the empire, and foretold many revolu- 
tions, which afterwards happened as they had been predicted. 
Tiberius, ftruck with amazement, asked him, whether he had cal- 
culated his own nativity, and could thence forefee what was to befal 
him the fame year, nay, that very day ? The reader is to know, 
that the way to the abovementioned houfe lay crofs folitary 
rocks and dreadful precipices ; and that Tiberius, if he fufpe&ed 
the predictions of the aftrologer, whofe art he meant to try, to be 
vain, ufed on his return to call him headlong into the fea. This had 
been r^i fate of feveral, who, unfkilled in t,he art they profefled, 
had^^empted to impofe upon him with falfe predictions. Thru- 
fiift therefore, when the abovementioned queftion was put to him, 
furveying the pofiiions of the ftart and calculating their afpefls, 
began at full to hefuate, then to tremble, and the more he meditat- 
ed, the more he appeared difmayed with wonder and dread ; at 
lalt he cried out, that juft then he was threatened with a danger 
very near fatal. At thefe words Tiberius embracing him, congra- 
tulated him upon his forefight of dangers and his fecurity from them ; 
and thenceforth, efteeming his predictions as fo many oracles, held 
him in the rank of his moil intimate friends (67). Tiberius him- 
felf is faid to have been (killed in altxology, but neverthelefs died, 
if Dion Cajfius is to be credited (68), ten years fooner than he ex- 
pected ; which difcovers, to ufe the exprefli on of Tacitus, the Ihort 
bounds between the art and the falftiood of the art. 



(6-j) Tacit, anna/, 6. c. 20. (6SJ Dio. I. Iviii./. 635. 
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in prifon. However that be, many were indebted to 
Tbrafyllus** prediction for their lives "Tiberius* reiving 
upon this, purfued his former cotirfe ut life, without fo much 
«ii rclinquifhing his Ihaineiul debaucheries, <»r incnuoninu his 
di Hem per to any phvfician. However, Cbai isles, an eminent 
man in that profeifion, who al wa/satteuJed him, avif he weic 
departing upon foinc private affair, under the appearance of 
killing his hand a> he vm nt our of the room, touched his pulfe. 
EzJea- Tiberius, fufpeevting tlie artifice, inftantly ord*:ved the enter- 
t ours to tainment to be fcrved up, peifuaded CharicLs to lit down 
bale his again, and continued himfelf at tabic longer than ufual, as 
d'-Jlcmper. H he meant that honour only for a farewel to his friend, but in 

rcaiity to feign health and hide his weaknefs. Wiwn the en- 
ter tainment was over lie did not forget his old cuitom ; hut 
Handing in the middle of the room with an officer by 
him, he called them all by their names, and took his leave 
or ea^h of the guefts in particular, as if he had been in 
perfect health. But for all this, Charities allured J'/ticro, 
mat tne emperor declined apace, and that he could not Lit 
two da\s longer. Hence the whole court was rill eel with 

ciofc confutations., and exprefi.es were fent to the generals and 
armies m . 

Tiberius had no furviving children of his own 5 he had in- 
deed a gtandfon, the fon of Drufus, named Tiberius Nero % 
and furnamed Gemellus, or the Twin, becaufe born at a biith 
with another, who died in his infancy. ■ Cains? furnamed Ca- 
ligutti, v\as his grandfon too, but only by adoption, he being 
the fon of his nephew Ger?nanicus, whom he had adopted by 
Is ppvsdeA order of Augujhts. Hence he was at a lofs to which of the 
vow t'ett- two h c fhould bequeath the empire. The fon of Drufus was 

*"f nearer in blood, and far more dear to him, but too yoking to 
j*i\\'J/itw. g 0Vcrn fuch a mighty empire j being at this time but im th« 

Icfcntecnth year of his age. Cuius was in the flower and 
vigour of youth, but greatly beloved by the people, which was 
a lurHcrent motive for his grandfather to hate him. In this 
perplexity the emperor thought even of Claudius, who was 
his nephew and brother to Germanicus ; bur die weaknefs of 
his uuderltanding prevented the choice : lor he had been hi- 
therto reckoned incapable of any public employment. To 
feek a fucceiTor out of his own family was disgracing, and in 
a manner infulting, the name of the Corfu rs and the memory 
of Auguflus. For he had more at heart the grandeur of his 
race, than the welfare and fecurity of the Roman x Hate. So 

1 Dro. 1. Ivih. p. 638. m Tacit c. 50. Suet. in. 

Tib. c. 72, 73. Dio 1. lviiu p. 638. 

that, 
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tii.it, his mind flill wavering and his ftrength decaying, he 
Uh to the cfecifion of fate a deliberation, to which he was 
it>w unequal n . Thus Tacitus. Hut Dion Cnjjius tells us, Parlous 
Cut he bequeathed the empire to Caius, whom he knew to opinions of 
be naturally cruel, arrogant, and tyrannical, hoping that his ™ritrr < a 
vices would crT.;ce the memoiy of his own wickednefs, and o°*fws' a ft 
that he would complete the ueftrudrion of the Roman nobi- ' 
lity, being often heard to fay, that Priam was a happy prince, 
who had the plenfure to outlive all his fubje&s, and fee his 
kingdom with his whole race perifli with him ; and chat in Ca- 
ligula he had brought up a ferpent for the people or Romc^ 
and a Phaeton for the reft of the world °. But with Dion 
Cttjjiits's leave, wc cannot perfuade ourfelves, that fuch hor- 
rific thougnta mould have ever entered into the mind even of 
Tiberius ; and if they had, we may boldly affirm, that lie was 
not fo impolitic as ever to have uttered them. Suetonius allures 
us, that two years before his death he made his will, of which 
there were two copies, one under his own hand, the other writen 
by one of his freed men, but both to the fame purpofe, and wit- 
nciYal by perfons of no rank or diftinction. By that will he 
left coheirs, Caius his grandfon by Germanicus and Tiberius 
by Drufus, both in equal portions, and fubllituting them fuc- 
ccflively p . This, in the opinion of a modern critic of no 
mean character 1, did not fo much regard the emperor's 
private eftate, as tiie empire ; for Dion C^fflus tells us in ex- According 
prefs terms, that the prince left the empire by his laft will to fomc Ci- 
te- young Tiberius too, that he took caie to make this his laft iusaW 
difpofition well known, and even caufed it to be read hy . voun S Fx- 
Macro in the fenate r . Suetonius likewife in his life of Cali- heruis/^/ 
gula writes, that the fe nate and people unanimoufly declared P a ' tnni lH 
Cnligula fole emperor, contrary to the exprefs will oi ' 
Tiberius, who had left him but his coheir with another of his 
grandchildren, who was then under age, and ftill in his 
pf'astexta r, Pbilo likewife the "Jew a fill res us, that young 
Tiberius was left coheir of Caius, and his collegue in the 
luvereignty ; and adds, that Tiberius, if he had lived a 
ttle longer, would have cut off Caius, and left the empire 
to his grandfon without cither a paitneror a rival c . sfgrip- 
p'l, who was afterwards king of 'JucLta, being come to 
wilt on Tiberius , while he Hill rdided in his ifl.md, the 
nnperor recommended to him his grandfon Tiberius, and 

n Tacit p. 46. 0 D10. ibid p* 63^. p Sukt. ibid. c. 
~f» f l Casa v don. p. 433. 1 Dio. I. lix. p. 

f 'JO, f Sum in UaSig. c. 14.."" 5 Phil, legat. p. 10c;, 

» e o 4. . 
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highly refcnted his paying more court to Caius than to him ; 
nay, he caufed him fix months after to be dragged to prifon, 
though he had received him on his arrival with the greater! 
marks of friendfliip and affection, becaufe, in a private con- 
verfation with Caius, he had wifhed young Tiberius might 
foon die, and fur render the empire to him u . Caius, there- 
fore, doubting of the inclination of Tiberius, left no ftone 
unturned to fecure the empire by other means. He even 
debafed himfelf fo far as to court the favour of Ennia Nee- 
via, the wife of Macro, with the promife of marriage, as 
foon as he attained the fovereign power. His view in this 
was to engage in his intereft her hufband, whofe credit with 
the emperor was known to be great w . Tacitus and Dion 
Caffius tell us, that after the death of Claudia, who had been 
efpoufed to Caligula, Macro himfelf, to make his court to 
him, obliged his wife to facrifice her honour to his ambitious 
views, and to fecure the young prince by a promife of mar- 
riage*. But Philo fays^* that Macro was altogether a Gran- 
ger to the infamy of his wife, and (ufpec-ted nothing diflio- 
nourable in the affection fhe fhewed for Caius\ The fame 
writer adds, that Tiberius, whom no prince ever furpafled in 
fagacity and penetration, looking upon Caius as incapable of 
the government of fuch a Vaft empire, and at the fame time 
fufpe£ling him an enemy in his heart to the whole race of the 
Claudii, that is, to all his relations on the father's fide, and 
conlequehtly to young Tiberius, would have cut him off, 
Caius in (read of naming him for his fucceflbr, had not Macro di- 
fawedby vertcc | him from this defigri, by excufing the faults of the 
Macro. young prince, by afcribing to modefty his feeming want of 

parts, and alluring the emperor, that he had a great refpefl 
and affe&ion for his grandfon Tiberius*. Macro's partiality 
for Caius was not unknown to Tiberius , who upbraided bis 
miniftcr with it, telling him, that he negletled the fetting Jun, 
and courted the rifing. On feveral other ocean* ons he dropt 
certain words, which plainly fhewed, that he forefaw what 

would happen after his death (*E). As one day Caius ridicul- 
ed' 

« Joseph . antiq. 1. xviii. c. 7. w Sw et . in Calig. c. 12. 

* Tacit, c. 45. Dio. i. lviii. p* 639. y Philo. legat. c. 

4- P- 997. 99 8 - 

(E) Jofepbus writes, that Tiberius, defirous to know by fome 
prognoltic to which of his grandchildren the gods referved the 
empire, told E<vodus t one of his freedmen, that he had a mind to 

fee Caius and young Tiberius early next morning. Ai he was per- 

fuaded , 
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ed S).'Li upon fome occafiunal difcourfe, Tiberius told him, 

that he would have all the vices of Sv/Ia. and none of his vir- 

tucs. At another time, a debate arifing between the two 

young princes, the emperor embraced with many tears his 

little grandfon ; and, addrefling himfelf to Caius, who, at 

this demonfrration of kindnefs, betrayed great itcrnnefs in 

his countenance, Thou, faid he, zvilt one day murder him, ^ cat p, 

and another xvill murder thee** This he foretold, not from f QrefQ (^ fry 

fkill in aftrology, as Dion imagines a , but from his fagacity, Tiberius." 

and thorough knowledge of mankind. 

In the mean time the emperor's ftrength failing him daily 
more and more, on the fix teen th of March Co deep a fwoon 
feized him, that he was believed to have finifhed his courfe. 
Hereupon Caius, quitting in hafte the palace to take poficiiion Is too kaf 
of the empire, fhewed himfelf abroad in the midft of a great (v to *ake 
throng of perfons, of all ranks, paying him their congrn tula- PV r '±' : on °f 
tions upon his accefllon to the throne. But, in the height of tlje c >*}irs. 
his joy, fudden notice was brought him, that Tiberius had 

2 Tacit, c. 46. Dio. 1. lviii. p. 636. * Dio p. 636. 

fuaded, no doubt from his fkill in aftrology, that he, who came 
firit, fhould fucceed him, he charged Tiberius' 1 * governor to bring 
his grandfon to him next morning by break of day, ordering at rhe 
fame time Evodus to introduce to him immediately the young 
prince, who mould arrive firft. Accordingly as foon as day appear- 
ed, the freedman, purfuant to his orders, went to wait at the door 
of the emperor's chamber the arrival of the princes, not doubting 
but Tiberius, upon the warning he had had, would get the Mart of 
Caius. But it happened quite otheiwife ; Cat us was already there, 
and immediately introduced by Evodus to the emperor, who, in 
feeing him, burrt into tears, but foon reftraincd them, to acquaint 
Caius that the gods referved the empire for him, and to recom- 
mend to him his grandfon, whom they debarred from that power 
and authority which was due to him by right of tuccemon. Caius 
made many fine promifes, though he meant nothing lefs thnn to 
perform them ; and the emperor, having named him for his f'ue- 
ceflor, died a few days after ^69 h Ac ording to this account, 
which, in our opinion, favours of the fable, Tiberius left the em- 
pire to Caius alone ; according to Dion CaJJtus and Suetonius, to 
Caius and Tiberius jointly ; and according to Tacitus , to neither, 
but to the decifion of fate, chat is, o the perfon for whom fate or 
delriny referved it. The authority of Tacitus is of great weight 
with us, efpecially in what he relates here, fi nee all authors agree 
in defcribing Tiberius as a fatalilt, or one who was perfuaded that all 
things were governed by fate. 



(69) Jofeph. antiq. I. xviii. c, 8. 
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recovered his fight and voice, and had called for fome refrefh- 
mcnt, to ilrcngthen his fainting fpirits This unexpected 
news {truck all with dread and horror ; the croud about l.c- 
ligula difperfed in a trice, every one refuming taife farrow, 
or pretending ignorance, and the young piince hirnfclf, 
trembling, fpeechlefs, and not aide to ilir from his place, ex- 
pected there immediate death infread of the empire. Ad/7 a- 9 
alone continued undiiturbed, and, ordering the apartmtnt to 
be cleared, caufed the weak old man to be fmothered with a 
weight of coverings, under colour of keeping h:m warm fr. 
Seneca, as quoted by Su/tcrtius, tells us, that Tiberius^ rind- 
ing his end approached, pulied oft his ring, and held it a con- 
siderable time in his hand, as it he deilgntd to give i: to lome 
body ; that he put it upon his finger again, and that, after 
having continued a long time motionleis with his left han.l 
{hut clofe, all of a fudden he called one of his attendant*, 
and no one anfwering, he rofe up ; but his ftrength failing 
him, he fell down by I the bed-fide, and died c . Others 
write, that Cairn not only gave him a flow- working poifon, 
which confumed him by degrees, but that having commanded 
his ring to be taken off of his finger, and obferving Tiberius 
to make fome refinance, he immediately fmothered him with 
a pillow ; they add, that this action feemed fo ciuel to one of 
his frccdmen, that he could not forbear crying out ; which 
Of Rome ^° provoked Caius, that he caufed him to be immediately ap- 
prehended and crucified. This does not at all feem inci edible, fays 
Suetonius, fince there are authors, who affirm, that he bragged of 
having attempted to difpatch the old emperor on another oc- 
cafion, publicly owning that, to revenge the deatli of his mo- 
ther and brothers, he went with a dagger in his hand into 
Tiberius 9 * chamber while he was aflcep ; but, being touched 
with companion, he threw away the weapon, and retiiedj 
that Tiberius faw him, but thought it advifcable to take no 
notice of what he had obferved. This cii cumftance inclines 
us to believe the whole account fabulous, and invented either 
by C.iius himfelf, or by thofe who relate it. He did not in- 
deed want cruelty for fuch an attempt, but couiage and re- 
solution, if we may depend upon the character which Tacitus, 
and molt wi iters, give him. Tiberius died, according to Ta- 
Wf//f a and Suetonius*, on the fixteenth, according to Dion 
Cajpusi, on the twenty fixth of March ; fo that lie reigned, 
from the death of Ju^ujius, twenty -two years, fix months 
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and twenty fix days, or ten days more, as Dion will have it. 
He was at his death in the fcventy-eighth year of kis age, 
which he had entered four months, and nine, or at moft nine- 
teen, days before*. Though he had the preceding year high- 
ly obliged the city by a generous bounty on occafion or a 
hVe, yet the news of his death was received with the greateft The joy of 
demonstrations of joy, the populace running up and down'^^ oman 
the ttreets in great crouds, and crying, Throw the tyrant in-P e °P^ e at 
tj the Tiber, or befeeching their mother earthy and the in- * TV™* 
fern a! gods, to vouchfafe hini no place but among the impi- °j ea ^ 
ous : Come threatened to drag his vile carcafe to the Gemonits, 
and there expofe it to the rage and fury of the multitude, 
provoked not only by his paft cruelties, but by a new piece 
of inhumanity, even after his death. For whereas, by the 
decree we have fpoken of above, it was provided, that no cri- 
minal whatfoever fhould be executed till the tenth day after 
fentence pronounced, that term happening to expire with re- 
fpeel to feveral perfons on the fame day the news of Tibe- 
rius'' % death reached Rome, they earneftly begged for a farther 
reprieve, not doubting but Cat us would grant them their 
lives and liberty. Eut as he was abfent, and no one elfe at 
Rome, to whom any petition in their behalf could be addref- 
fed, the keepers of the prifon ftrangled them of their own 
accord, and expofed their bodies to public view ; which cruel 
action increaied the hatred of the people againfl Tiberius, as 
if his cruelty had outlived him h . Several others, however, 
were faved ; for the emperor dying before the teun of their 
reprieve expired, they had time to apply to his fucceflor, 
who fet them at liberty l . The body of the deceafed emperor His bodv 
was by the foldiers, without doubt of the praetorian gu.uds, coweyed to 
carried from Mifemum to Rome, where it was burnt with the Rome, 
uujal folemnity, Cains, who had never abandoned the bodv, and there 
pronouncing the funeral oration, in which he fpoke little u£v u rnt. 
Tiberius, but greatly extolled Augujius and Germanicus, with- 
out forgetting hirnfelf. He had written to the fenate before, 
acquainting them with the death of the emperor, and his ac- 
ceilion to the empire, and requiring them at the fame time 
to decree thofe honours to Tiberius, which they had for- 
merly bellowed on Augujius. But the fenate, not yet ac- 
quainted with the humour of the new emperor, poltponcd 
the affair till his arrival, when he took no faither notice 
of what he had written ; but caufmg the body to be 
brought into the city in the night-time, expofed it the next 

s Ta c it. c 5 i. Dio. ibid. p. 630. h Se bt, ibid. c. 75. 
L>i 0. 1. lviii. p. 633. 
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day, and then ordered iz to be burnt without any extraordi- 
nary pomp or honours k. As for his character, every reader 
may draw it to himfelf, after the detail we have given of the 
molt remarkable actions of his life. However, to what we 
have already faid, we fliall fubjoin the words with which 7a- 
citus clofes the hiftory of his reign. Tiberius , lays he, was 
defervedly efteemed by all while he was a private man, or 
commanded under Augujius : with great cunning and addrefs 
he feigned virtue, while Germanicus and DruJ'us lived : he 
bore a mix t character of good and evil till the death of his 
mother : he did not difguife his execrable cruelty, but con- 
cealed his lewdnefs, whiJe he loved and feared Sejanus : at 
l ift he abandoned himfelf at once to all wickednefs, being 
no longer reftrained either by fhame or fear, but following 
tiie bent of his own difpofition and nature 1 (F). Many 

eminent 

k Idem, 1. lix. p. 642. 1 Tacit, c. 51. 

(F) We fhall fubjoin here fome obfervations on Tiberius, which 
wc have found in the ancients ; but for brevity's fake avoided in- 
fei ting in our text. He was, as Suetonius informs us, a great lover 
of the hberal arts ; he was an eloquent and ready fpeaker, and 
in his writings imitated Mrj/a/a Cornjinus y a famous orator j but 
his too great nicenefs, or rather affectation, rendered his Ityle per- 
plexed and obfeure ; whence he was efteemed a better fpeaker 
without, than upon, premeditation and ftudy. He wrote a lyric 
£oem, in titled, J conplahit on the death of Lucius Catfar, which 
was greatly eireenied ; and feveral Greek pieces, in imitation of 
Euphorion, Rhiattus and Partbenius, poets whom he admired above 
the reft, and whofc ilatues he caufed to be dedicated in the public 
libraries amongft thofe of the moft celebrated writers. He took 
great delight in the fables of the poets, with which he was tho- 
roughly acquainted, and ufed to puzzle the grammarians with the 
following and fuch-like queflions ; Who was Hecuba 's mother r 
What was the name of Acbil/es amongft the maids at the court of 
Lycomcdes ? What fongs the Syrens were faid to fing, & c . The 
Greek tongue he fpoke with great readinefs and eale, but ufed it very 
feldom. In his fpeeches to the fenate he took care to avoid Greek 
words ; infomuch, that the Latin tongue fupplying him with no 
word to exprefs monopoly, he begged leave to ufe a foreign one. 
Having re«d in a decree of the fenate the word emblema, he defired 
the Ten a tors to alter it, and either put a Latin word in its room, 
or exprsfs the meaning of it by circum!ocu:ion ( 70). He betrayed 
even from his infancy manitelt tokens or a cruel, favage, and un- 
bailable temper ; whence Theodorus Guiiareus > who taught him the 



( 70) Suet. ibid. c. 70. 
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eminent writers flourifhed in his reign, of whom wc {hall 
izive a fuccincl account, not to interrupt the thread of our 
i.iitory, incur notes (G), to which we refer our readers. 

firfl rudiments nf learning, u fed to call him, A mafs of clay tem- 
pered nvith blood (70. Molt of the antients. who fpeak of him, 
obferve, that though he could brook no opposition, yet he abhor- 
red flatrery, as fuiting only with the fpirit of flaves, and was even 
alhamed of the mean and flavifh fubmiflions of the fenate. He ne- 
ver forgave free ipeakcrs, never couid endure men of a bold fpirit, 
whom firtl or 'all he purfued to deftru&ion ; but at the fame time 
he abominated flattery, when he knew it to be fo ; whence it was 
dangerous, fny* Tacitus, to pracWe no flattery , and dangerous to 
praetiie too much, adulatitne, qu*> perinde anceps Jl nulla, iff ubi 
nimia eft : and el fe where, lib'.rieztem metucbat, adulationem oderat. 
As he was a man of great penetration, and endowed with extraor- 
dinary talents both for civil and military employments, he would 
have made a great figure in the times of the republic, well fup- 
ported the dignity of a fenator, difcharged with credit the iirft of- 
fices of ftate, and in all likelihood died in renown, and left be- 
'hind him a high reputation. But being, unhappily for himfelf and 
his country, inverted with an uncontrouled power, he let loofe all 
his paffions ; lb that he, who might have proved an excellent and 
ufeful member of a free ftate, became a prince altogether merci- 
lefs, nay a delhudive and infupportable tyrant. What is not to 
be apprehended from power without controul ! and who is to be 
trutled with it, when a man of fuch great parts, and fo long ex- 
perience, as Tiberius, was fo intirely mattered and intoxicated 
with it r* 

(G) Thefe were, Velleius ? at er cuius, of whofe hiflory the far 
greater part is loll ; what llill remains of it comprehends the ant tent 
hiltory of the Greeks and that of the Romans, from the defeat of 
Perfes to the feventeenth year of Tiberius* $ reign. lie is thought 
to have written with candour and impartiality nil the times of trie 
C/cfars, in whofe favour he miferabiy perverts truth, or utterly 
fupprefTes it. What he writes of Tiberius ought rather to be fly !cd 
a fulfom panegyric, than a hillory. Semper magnet for tun or comes t;l 
adn/ettto, fays lie ; Flattery is a conftant attendant upon great ne/'s : 
and indeed lie is himfelf a remarkable inllance of the truth of this fa v- 
ing, as mull evidently appear to every impartial reader in the per- 
ufal of the account he has left us of Tiberius** reign. He 3C*i;!cs 
Germanism of cowardice, while he re pre fen ts other-, as conluimu.r.s 
heroes who were no-ways to compare with that brave puiu.-r, 
either in courage or conduct. His chief hero, after Ttbetiui, v..,s 
the favourite minuter Sejanus, on whom he bellows the hl^i.-tt . 
comiumi, hot (uiciceing the doom that hung over hi* head, and 

(71) ldvn % c. c?. 
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foon after overtook him. Some writers think, that Veil dm himfelf 
fell with Sejanus, as a friend, if not an accomplice, of the traitor 
whom he to undefervedly commended. He put the la<t hand to 
his work in the confuifhip of M. P imcius, to whom he inferibed it; 
that is in the feventeenth year of Tiberius** reign, as he himfelf 
informs us C72), and twenty-feven after he had been adopted by 
dugujlus. He was of an equeftrian family, come originally from 
Campania, and defcended by the mother from the celebrated De- 
cius Magius* who, being condemned by the fenate of Capua to be 
delivered up to Hannibal, for his fteady adherence to the Roman in- 
terelfc, was fent away for Carthage, but driven by a ilorm to the 
dominions of Ptolemy king of Egypt, who took him under his pro- 
tection. His paternal grandfather was like wife a native f Cam- 
pania, but raifed to great preferments, fixft by Pontpey the Great, 
and afterwards by Brutus, under whom he ferved. He himfelf 
ferved nine years under Tiberius, firft as military tribune in Thrace 
and Macedon, and afterwards in quality of commander of the legio- 
nary horfe in Germany. As to his civil employments, he was ho- 
noured with the quaeftorfhip, the prastorfhip, and, as fome writers 
conjecture, with the confulate ; which is not improbable, fxnee he 
was in great favour both with Tiberius and Sejanus (73). 

Valerius Maximus, who left behind him a collection of the memor- 
able actions and fayings of the antients, wrote about the latter end 
ofYiberius's reign, after the fall of Sejanus, as is ma ni fell from his 
own words, and from thofe of the antients, who quote him. His 
ftyle, which has nothing of the purity of the age he is fuppofed to 
have lived in, has prompted fome to imagine, that his writings are 
of a much later date. Thefe take it for granted, that all thofe who 
wrote in the golden age, wrote well, which others deny. VoJJius 
takes the work, which pafles under the name of Valerius Maximus, 
to be only an abridgment of what he wrote, done by one Julius 
Paris. In what age the fuppofed author of this epitome lived, we 
are no where told ; but to him is generally afcribed the treatife of 
Roman names, which is fubjoined to the nine books of Valerius 
Maximus fj4-)- 

Strabo, whofe feventeen books of geography are fo much and fo 
defervedly admired by the learned, obferves in his fixteenth book, 
that the kingdom of Comagene had been but very lately reduced to 
a Roman province. This happened, according to the opinion of 
the beft chronoiogers, the eighteenth year of the chriftian a?ra, and 
the fifth of Tiberius" 's reign ; fo rhat we reafonably fuppofe Strabo, 
who was then very old, to have ended both his work and his life 
before the death of Tiberius. He wrote other books, but none of 
of them have reached us. 

Diony/sui the geographer, who wrote a defcription of the earth 
in Greek verl'e, died, according to VoJJius, in the reign oiTibtrtus. 

VM PatenuL I it. c. 126. (73) VideVoJf. bifl. Lat.L 
r. 24. Mim> ibid. c. 24. 

For 
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For that writer takes this to be the Dionyfius who was fent into the 
call by dwn/J/usj as we read in Pliny (75), to furvey thoie coun- 
tries, anil make an exacl. defcriptiou of them for the ufe or Caiur 
Car far, who was to be fent thither. The Diomjtus whom Auvufius 
employed, was a native of Co rax. called alio Alexandria and An* 
tiocby and fituated between the Tigris and Eul<rus. He was the 
jaft, fays Pliny , who wrote a defcription of the whole eai:n Sca/i- 
ggr will not allow the defcription of the earth, which ha-» reached 
us, to be the work of that Dionyfius , but of another, w ho fiourifhed 
under the emperor Sever us. Salmafius y on the other hand, afcnbe» 
it to one of the fame name, who wrote in the reign of M. Aure- 
Uus ; and in his notes on the Auguftean hiftorians (76), promifea to 
fupport this opinion with unanfwerable arguments in a new edi- 
tion, which he then defigned, of Dionyfius. This promife he made in 
1620. But in his notes upon Solinus y publifhed in 1629, (peaking 
occafionally of Dionyfius the geographer, he fays, that he lived 
under the emperor Severus, without taking the leaft notice of his 
invincible arguments, or fo much as deigning to acquaint us with 
the reafons which pfompted him to change his opinion (77;- 
He fpeaks of him in another placce(78j: but there endeavours 
only to prove, that he did not flourifti in the reign of Auguflus. 
Suidas mentions three geographers, all bearing the name of Diony- 
fius ; one a native of Corintb, another of Miletus, and the third ei • 
ther of Rhodes or Santos (79). In fuch variety of opinions, we will 
not take upon us to afcertain the time, in which fiourifhed the au- 
thor of the defcription of the earth that has reached us : all we 
can fay is, that Eufiatbius, Vojftus, father Pagi, and cardinal Noris 
were certainly miltaken in fuppofing him to have lived in the time 
of Augufius, fince he mentions fome events, as Salmafius rightly ob- 
ferves (80^, which happened in the reign of Domitian 

Ph/edrus, who tranflated into Latin verfe the fables of JEfop, 
was, according to V vjfius (8 1)1 a native of Thrace, and one of Au- 
gufius" s freedmen, and died in the reign of Tiberius. 

Tbrafyllus the aftrologer, of whom we have fpoken above, was 
well verfed in feveral other fciences, efpecially in Plato^s philo- 
fophy. Jonfftus takes him to be the author of a work, quoted by 
fome of the antients, on the genealogy of Plato 82). To him are 
likewife afcribed fome books of phyfic quoted by Pliny The em 
peror yulian aflures us, that Tbrajyllus acquired more fame by the 
books he left behind him, than by his mighty credit with Tiberius 
(83J. JonJJius tells us, that he was put todeath by Tiberius in the 
fixtecnth year of the chriftian aera, that is in the fecond year of 
Tiberius^ reign (84). But it is manifeft from Dion CaJJius % that 



(75} Plln. I. vi. c. 27, (76) Spare, p. 138. (77) Sal- 

mat. its Solin p 628. (78) Jbtd p. 411. (79^ Suid. p 74.7. 

(%O^Salmaf ubi fupra. (8r) VoJjT poet. Latin, c. 2. ($z) 

Jo ants Jonjf. de fcriptor hiflarite pbilo/bpbic<e, I x'viii. GenevtC, artnt 
1634. (%$) Julian. Augufi. ad Tbemift. 

Tbrafylla J 
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*Thrafy!lu5 died by the courfe of nature in the thirty -{mil year of the 
christian Era, that i.% a year before Tiberius ( S5). 

Z Fene/ie//a, the poet and hiftonan. died towards the latter end 
of Tiberius* \ reign He feems to have been great!}' e deemed by the 
ancients 1 S6 ; but fomc are of opinion, thar nore of hi^ works have 

reached our times. The treat'fe of the Roman nugittrares wliicli 
goo? under his name, is of a later date, and generaKy atc;ibed to 

jlnd. ea D omenta Flo ceo, a native of Fiorrnce 

frr»-''us F/accus, a celebrated grammarian and preceptor to Caitts 
and Lucius Gztar 9 died in the rei^n of Tiberius, e*creme:v old 
(87 . lie wrote,' accord igg to Aulus Gellius {8?. , fevcral books 
of memorahle tbhgt % and a book of the fignirlcation of words, which 
ths.? writer f'i;nc;i:nci quotes (89) Wc have fti'l fome fragments 
of it: .era! of his wo-ks, quoted fometirnes by Macrohius % and fre- 
qurntiy by Pliny, He wrote a book of Fafti y and a catalogue of 
ai! the Roman confute to his time, which was engraved on marl)';, 
and fet up in the forum of Prarncjie [go . Moll writers take the 
fragments o( the FsiJ1i y which are iliil tc he feen in the capitol at 
Rome to be the (a»ne that were jet up at Pra-nejie ; but ruey caa 
alled^e nr.tiu-g in proof of their opinion, except mere conjecture*, 
fince other-, as well as Ferriw. mi^ht have unde; taken a wo;k of 
the fame nj*ure. The Fa fit Capitnlini , hefides the names of the 
consuls, mark the triumphs, feveral incidents relating to hiftory, 
and a!lb the years of Rome ; bat are always a year behind Parro, 
whom moit au-hors fo 1 ovv. To 'hefe we might add many other 
writers, who fl )urifhed under Tiberius, according to PoJJsm and 
y. j/fur ; but a*i their works are long fmce loll, we dial 1 not de- 
tain our readers with a detail, from which they can reap no 
profit. 

A< the reverend fathers, Catrou and RouiHe, have not yet cat- 
r'va rheir Roman hi/tory beyond thi? period, the death of Tiberius, 
we think ourfe'ves bound both in juitice and gratitude tr» acknow- 
ledge in tins place the ^fllilance we have received from tnei? 
labour* The copious materials, which they have collected with 
inereiVhV pain* from at moil innumerable authors, have been, we 
nv'i m\-t. a rr.""t help to us, though we have never made uic of 
thrm wrivm •. .*:'f::k:ng the originals, a caution, we arc forty to 
fsy it. wircii wr have found too often necefTary. but of their 
ninft m.Ter.i! a~d rrmrrkable mi (lake* notice has hern o- cafcMMlly 
taken in rhc coer.r r.f the prefent hiftory ; and in this pla^e we 
are only toteturr them thanks, which we do accordingly, for the 
piTi'Iancc tii y have ient us. We might juttly be raved with n* 
gratitude, if w t did r.ot at the fame time ditcharge r.noiher obliga- 
tion, and own ourleives greatly indebted to a writer of oui own 

(9+) jcrJT, i/;J. / iii r, 3. (8 $ ) Dio. ! Iviii. p 63S. (M) 
P* : n I e 11 Hier. inChron. (87) Suet, gramm. e. 17. 

, Srf) AiA ; iUi:. ! iv c. 5. {,89) Idem, !. v. c. 17, 18. tsf t. 

XVi. e. 14. (yc) Suet. ibid. 
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nation ; we mean the ingenious Mr. Hooke, whole excellent per- 
formance has proved more ferviceabie to us, than the numerous 
volumes of the Jefuits. As we are qbliged both by the nature 
of our undertaking and our engagement with the public, to have 
immediate recourfe to the antient writers, it is our conftant cuftom 
to compare with them fuch of the moderns of any repute as have 
handled the fame fubje&s with us. Upon this collation, we muft 
do Mr. Hooke the juftice to own, that he has with a fcrupulous 
exadlnefs adhered all along to his authors ; which is more than 
we can fay of the Jefuits, of monfieur Vcrtot, or monfieur Roltirt, 
who, like moft writers of their nation, feem tq take delight in 
cnabellifhing their narrations with circumftances unknown to the 
antients, which, in other words, is adulterating truth with ro- 
mance, and pafiing fables upon the readers for hiitory ; fince there 
are but few who have either the leifure or convenience of unde- 
ceiving themfelves by recurring^ to the originals. Thus much we 
have thought ourfelves obliged to fay, in commendation of a 
writer, who deferves fo well of the public, and of us in parti- 
cular, tho* the favourable reception, which his undertaking has 
already met with, may feem to have rendered our teftimony in 
fome degree ufeJefs. 



Vol, XIII, 



AN 



[ 6io ] 




A N 




N D E X 



T O T H E 



THIRTEENTH VOLUME. 



The 'Numbers direSt to the Page, and the great Let- 
ters to the Notes, 



A 



fL Budius R. an informer banifhed, 589. 

Accia Atia, the mother of Oftavius, her lingular 
care of him, 84* 
Achaia, the province of f taken from the fenate, 

447> G - 

Aciltusy a profcribed fenator, betrayed by his flaves, but re- 
deemed by his wife, 144. 
Atf iat games, why inftituted 404, fub not. 
A&ian family, the original of, 401, (L). 
Affium, where fituate, 267. The battle of, 272, & feq. 
Affius's account of Drufus's death, 586, 
Acutia condemned, 595. 

Addo's treachery to Cams, 350, & feq. Puniflied, 351. 
Adgandeftrius, Prince of the Catti, his treachery to Arminius, 

495- 

Adrana river, its courfe, 435, (U). 

Adrumetum and other cities fubmit to C 'afar ; 16. 

Adultery forbid by the Julian law, and made treafon in the 

family of the Cafars, 476, (KL). 
JEdtUi difcharged from the ca/e of public fhowu, 299. 
jEdui revolt againft the Rowans, 508. Defeated, 509. 
Aigina taken from the Athenians, 302. 

ASgypt 
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jEgypt governed by annual knights, 283. Oppreffed by Corn. 

Gallus, 289. 
^Egyptian rites abolifhed at Rome, 493, (A). 
/Egyra ruined by an eartfiquake, 528. 

Mmilia,Mufa'sdkxtz adjudged to the JEmilian family, 474, (Ft). 
/Emilias Paulus condemned by the triumvirs, 140. 

Lepidus made Ca/ar's collegue, 6. 

general of Germanicus* his fuccefs againft the Germans* 

456, & feq. 

Jfrinius joins Cato *tTJtica % 10. Defeated and killed, 16. 
Africa fubdued by Co: far, ij. 
Jfricanus Jul. arraigned, 579. 

Jgrippa, Af. Vipfan* the accufer of Caffius y 134. His vain 
genealogy, ib. f X). Refcues Salvidienus in Gaul, 220. 
His fuccefs there, 244. Commands the fleet againft Pom- 
pey, 246. Succefs againft him, 248, 251. Valour and 
reward, 252. Brave exploits in Greece, 268. Commands 
Oil avian 7 s fleet, 27 r. Advifes him to refign his power, 
27c;. His noble edifices at Rome, 289, 309. Receives 
dying Auguflus's ring, 295. Made governor of Syria , 
296. * Of Rome, 302. Marries Marcellus'% widow, ib. 
Marcfies againft the Germans, 307, & feq.- And againft 
the da'ntabriansy 308- Totally deftroys them, ib. Em- 
belliihes Rome, 309. Raifed by Augujius, 310. Taken 
by Augujius to reform the fenate, ib. Sent into the eaft, 
213. His fuccefs there, 318. Ordered to enter Rome in 
triumph, 320. Declines it, 322. Sent with new honours 
into Pannonia, 323. His death, 324, Character, off- 

fpring, & 5°3> C F J- 
Pojlhumus, the fon of M. Vipfanus, 324. Adopt- 
ed by Auguflus, 352. Baniflied by him, 356- Tender 
interview with him, 382. Murdered, 388. 
Vibulenus put to death, 593. 

the grandfon of Herod, imprifoned by Tiberius* 

600. 

Agrippina, the daughter of Agrippa, married to Germanicus % 
324. Accompanies him into Germany, 424. Sent aw-iy 
by him for her fafety, ib. Her fingular courage at Treves, 444. 
Carries Germanlcus's afhes to Rome, 497. Her mournful 
reception in Italy and at Rome, 496, & feq. Carefulnefs 
of her two fons, 527. Noble fpeech to Tiberius, 545, 
& feq. Dcfires a fecond hufband, 546. Accufed by him to 
the fenate, 563. Baniflied, 565. Death, 5S6. 

the daughter of Germanicus betrothed to D omit lus, 561- 
Ajrippina Fipfania, married to AJin. Gallus, 399- 

thecity of Gologn, the capital of the Vlii, 421, (F). 

4 H 2 Agripi* 
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Agrippa Tlierma, when built, 289. 

Ahenobarbus, Cat us Dotnitius, Brutus 9 s admiral, defeats the 
triumvirs fleet, 187. Surrenders 10 AT. Antony , 229. For^ 
given by OcJavianus, 232. Retires to Athens* 261. For- 
fakes Antony 1 268. His death, lb. 

Luc. Domttius, chofen conful, 313. 

Cn. Domitius's confulfliip, 576, & (R). 

Ala-, a wing, how compofed among the Romans, 428, (N). 
Albucilla 9 * condemnation and punifliment, 595, 596. 
Alcnudonius fells himfelf to Bajfus, 35, & feq. 
Aletus fent to view the effecls of an earthquake, 474.. 
Alexander^xhe orator, made general of the Rhodians, 161. De- 
feated, 162. 



-s- the fon of Cleopatra, made king of Armenia, 259. 

Alijo, river, its courfe, 453, (P). 

Allienus left procurator of Sicily % 12. Brings fuccours to J. 

Cafar, 15. Made proconful of Sicily, 34. 
Alphenus Var m chofen coriful, 348. His rife and character, 

349, (N). 
Alps, Augujlus's monument built on, 288. 

Amatius raifes a tumult for the murder of y. Cafar, 80. Put 
to death by Antony as a rioter, ib. 

Amyntas, a Gala tian prince, abandons Brutus, 188. Fol- 
lows M. Antony, 265. Forfakcs him, 268. His death, 
289. 

Ancyrean marble defcribed, 379, 384. 

Andecavi, who, 508, & feq. Defeated by Varro, 509. 

Andetrium taken by Tiberius, 366. Its fituation, &c. ib. & 

3 6 5> (Y). 

Angrivarii difpoffefs the Brucleri, 430, (QJ. Put to fire 
and fword, 455. Where flxeJ, ib. (T) Submit and 
pardoned, 460. Their gratitude, ib. 

Annas, made high prieft in yudara, 361. 

Antiochians impious mourning for Germanicus, 487. Their 

character of him, 489, in fin. (V). 
Antiochus befieged at Satnofata, 239. Buys his peace of M. 

Antony, 240. 
An ti pater aflilts CaJJius in yudaa, 129. 
Herod's (on, kindly received by Augujius, 322. 

Antiftius Vcrus marches againfl: Bajfus, 35. 

— Vet. friendfliip to Brutus, 123, (T). Saved by 

his wife, 144, & feq. Succefs in Cantabria, 287. 
■■ Labeo^ merry ftracagem in the fenatc, 311. 

Antonia, the elder daughter uf Antony, married 10 Abenobar- 
bus , 277. 
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the younger fitter, married to I)rufus, ib. Her 
faithfulnefs to him, 331. Why abfent at Germanicus y % 
funeral, 497,(0). '1 imely information againlr, Sejanus, 
566. 

Antonius* the younger, fon of M* Antony , his character, fate, 

Sec. 277. 

Julius, made confu!, 326. Put to death, 740. 
Antony the triumvir, made governor of Italy , r. Defeats 
Dolabella and his projects, 4. Buys Pompty** houfe, 5. 
Difoblrges Julius Cctfar, ib. Prefents Car far with a dia- 
dem, 52. Preferved by Brutus, 69. Ingratitude to him, 
ib, Sc feq. Artful fpeech to the fenate, 70. To the peo- 
ple in praife of Cafar, 76, (G), Sc 77. Inflames the po- 
pulace, tb. Forced to wheedle the fenate, 80- And over- 
reaches them, 81, & feq. Contempt of Odavianus, 88, 
Sc feq. Reply to his fpeech, 89. Reconciled to him, 91. 
Gets the government of Gaul, 92. Artful fpeech to his 
officers, 93, Sc feq. New breach with OSfavianus, 95. 
Marches againft Dccimus Brutus , 99. Profcribed by the 
fenate, 100. Defeats the confular troops, 105. Repulf- 
ed by them, 106, 5c feq. Raifes the fiege of AIutma 9 
iqj* Profcribed afrefh, 11 1. Driven out of Italy, 112. 
Reduced to great ftraits, ib. Surprifes Lepidus, 1x3. 
Strange change of fortune, 114, Sc feq. Reconciled with 
Odavianus, 116. Joins with him, 1 35. Marches againffc 
Dec. Brutus, 136. Puts him to death, 137. Interview 
with Oftav. and Lepidus, 138. Execrable rcfolution, 139. 
Cruelties, vid. fub Triumvirate 140, Sc feq. To Cicero, 
1 50. Marches into Rlacedon, 156. Haftens to Amphi- 
polis 1 175. Braves Bruiu*, 177. Defeats Cajjius, 182. 
Succefs againifc Brutus, 193, Sc feq. Orders his funeral 
honours, 204. PaflVs into Ajla, 208, Sc feq. His beha- 
viour to the Afiatics, 210. Generofity to them, 212. 
Captivated by CUopatra, 213, Sc feq. Shameful life with 
her, 226, Sc (D). Maiches into Italy, 229. Bcfiegcs 
Brundujium, 230. Divides the empire with Oclcwianus % 
232. Returns to Athens, 23S. Fines the Athenians, ib. 
Ill fuccefd againlt Antiochus, 240- Frighted by prodi 
from joining Glilavianus, 241, ( M). Interview with him, 
245. Returns to Syria, 2 j.6. Shameful profufton to Cleo- 
patra, 257. Exafpcratcs the Romans, 259. Ma relies 
againft Ottavian, 260. His behaviour at Sarnos, Athens, 
&c. ib. His will in favour of Cleopatra produced againifc 
him, 262, Sc feq. Accufed by Calvifius* 263. Deprived 
or his couful/hip, 264. Ree: i:n : nati:»g tetters to Oriavia:t, 

266. Narrowly clcapea iiii .lur?, .173. Or.!er bis 
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fleet, 271, (U). Bafe flight after Cleopatr a, 273- His 
fleet defeated, 274. His behaviour fince that, 275. Death 
and family, 276, &c feq. Three of his defendants become 
emperors, 277- 

Anton'ius Calus made governor of Macedon, 95. . Ill fuccefa 
againft Brutus? 126. Made prifoner, and treated with 
great refpedr. by him, ib. Abufes his good nature, 127, 
Confined for rebellion, 158. Put to death, lb. 
- Lucius his death and charadter, 544- 

Antyllas, Aztony's fon, put to death by Oclavianus , 277, 

Anubisy the temple of, demolifhed, 495, not. 

Aojla* founded by Augujius> 288- 

Apamea, feized by Bajfus, 35, Befieged by Murcus, lb. 
Aplcata, divorced by Sejauus y 523. Her letter Jo Tiberius, 

575. Poifons herfelf, lb. 
Aplciusy a famous epicure, 520, & feq. Three of that name, 

». (QJ. 

Apldius Merula, degraded, 544. 
Apollonldes, a philofopher, with Cato at Ut!ca 9 20. 
Appius a profcribed citizen, faved by hisflave, 145. 
Apronia killed by her hufband, 532. 

Apronlus Z. fliccefsful feverity in Afrle y 504. Defeated by 

the Frlfians, 559. 
Apuleia Farltia tried for treafon and adultery. 475, & feq. 

Her punifliment, 477. Defcent, 475, (I). 
Apuleius, a profcribed fenator, faved by his wife, 144, I4S-' 

A friend to Ovid. 378. Swears allegiance to Tiberius % 

39 8 - 

Aqueducls made by Agrippa, 309. 

Aqulla, Pontius , his honours after his death, 110. 
a lady banifhed for adultery, 544. 

Arabia Felix never conquered by the Romans, 293* 

Arabians revolt againft the Romans , 227. 

Archelaus's fuccefslefs embafly to Cajjius, 161. Depofition 
and banifhment, 360. 

■ ■ Icing of Cappadocla incurs the difpleafure of Tiberi- 

us, 470. His trial and death at Rome, lb. (B, C). 

Arduba taken by Germanlcus, 366. 

Arduban women, their defperarc end, 367. 

Argent river, its courfc, 113, (Qj- 

Aria ntts , faved by his children, efcapes into Macedonia, 145. 
Ariobar%anis put to death by CaJJlus, 157. 

Arijloglton, who, honoured at Athens, 122, 

Armenians ally with the Parthians, 342. Invaded by them, 
350. 

Armlr.i.is 
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Ar mini us raifes a revolt in Geamany* 368. His treachery to 
Varus, /£. &feq. Repulfed by Tiberius, 371. Falls out 
with Sege/ies, 435. Defeated, 437,441. Reduces Ca- 
rina to great ftraits, 442. Defeated by him y 444. Inter- 
view with his brother, 455. Oppofcs Germanicus* ib. & 
feq. Defeated and wounded, 458. Defeats the Marco- 
mans again, 472. His death, 495. Character by Ta- 
citus, 496. 

Arruntius Lucius difgraced, 400. His extract, and character, 
ib. (K). Betrayed by Macro* 595. Bleeds himfelf to 
death, 596. 

Arjinoe led in triumph by Cafar* 30* Put to death, ib. (N). 
Artabanus* king of Parthia* embafly to Germanicus* 481. 
Artagera deftroyed by the Romans * 350, & feq. 
Art a xi us killed, 304. 

Artemidorus gives J. Cafar a lift of the confpirators, 62. 
Aruntius, one of the admirals at the fight of Aclium* 272. 
Arufcius* Lucius, put to death, 593. 

Afander* made governor of Bofporus, 2. Treafon to Phar- 
naces, 3. Holds the kingdom without oppofition, ib* 

AJiatics, their reception of M. Antony, 210. Heavily taxed 
by him, 212, pafT. 

AJinius Pollia, vid. Pollio, 112, & feq. 

— Agrippa, his death, 553, (D). 

■ ■ Gallus fufpetted by Tiberius* 559. His death, 

585, 00' 

Afprenas Lucius ordered to aiTaflinate Scmpronins, 406. 

Afta* where fituate, 47, (U). Surrendered to Cafar* ib. 

AJirologers, their liberty reftrained, 357. Baniflied Rome* 
465. Perfecuted by Tiberius* 551. 

AJiura, Cicero's country -houfe, where fituate, 147, (C). 

Aftures overcome by Auguftus, 286. Their defperate end, 
287. Bravery, ib* Severely puniflied by Lama* 294. Sub- 
dued afrefh, 301- 

Ategua befieged by Cafar, 40. Its dreadful cataftrophe, ib. 

Attellius advifes againft fighting the triumvirs, 178. 

Athenians raife flatues to Brutus and CaJJfius* 122. Their re- 
ception of M. Antony, 209. Amply rewarded by him, 
212. Mean flattery to Cleopatra* 261. Puniflied by Au- 
guflus, 302. Their reception of Gcrmanicus, 4.78, 
Reproached by Pifo* 479, (M). 

Attian family, their antiquity, &fV. 83, (K). 

Atticus Curtius accompanies Tiberius, 550. Brought into 
difgrace by Scjanus, 55 r> (K). 

Attilius Buta y his extravagant courfes, 475.] 

A* 
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■ a frcedman bujlds a dately amphitheatre, 553. In 

which 50,000 Romans are killed, ib. And he banifbed, 

554- 

Attuatl fubdued by Tiberius, 354. 
Aventine mount burnt, 593- 
Aufid'ienus Ruf. infulted by the foldiers, 412- 
Augurs forbid to amft at funerals, 440, 

Augujl, the month of, whence fo named, 278, 322, 384. 

a new name given to Ofiavianus, 282. 

Augujia Vindeliccrum, where fit uate, 315, not„ 

Auguflodunum, capital of the Mdui, 509. 

Aurelins Pius's poverty, 446. Relieved by Tiberius, ib, 

J^Albus the hi dorian, his character, 7, (E) 

Cornel, triumphs over the Garamantes, 309. 

^ — Leelius, a fenator, degraded, 596. 

Bofdtca Pauli, by whom rebuilt, 517. 
jBafilicas of Rome defcribed, 517, (L). 

Bcjfus Cceclllus raifes new revolts againft Julius Cccfar^ 34, 

Joins Caffius in Syria, 128. 
Batavian iilands defcribed, 452, (L). 
Batavlans furprifed by the Germans, 456- 
Batos, the two, revolt againft the Romans, 358. Their fuc- 

cefs, 359- The Dalmatian fubmits, 361. And murders 

the other, 362. Revolts and fubmits atrcfli, 364. 
Bibulus, Pompey's admiral, efcapes to Brutus into Ma a- 

den, 145. 

Cains'* % law ajrair. ft luxury rejected, 513. 

BiJJextilc year, whence iu named, 37, tub not. 

£iufi, the two, fall by their own hands, 593. 

Bl-rfus, Jun. general in PemKouia* 408. Noble fpeech to the 
mutineers:, 410, & fcq. Irmilted by them, 413- Sent 
proconful into Afric, 5c 7. S u ccc fs againft Tacfarinah 
5x8. Saluted imperator, ib. (M). His death, 573- 

Boccbus aflifts the two Pstrprys in Spain , 41. 

Jiogud's war with Juba, 25. Gains Cajar the victory at 
Munda^ 42. 

kinir of Mauritania, accompanies M. Antony, 265. 

Slain at Methane, 268. 

Boii driven out by the Marcomans , 315, nor. 
Boioduruni, metropolis of Vinehlicia, 3151 not. 
Bohhemia , Bohemian where finute, 315, not. 
0 n z;iia 9 t a k c n by u u /Vi « ^ . , 10^ 

Bribery 
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Bribery prevented by Augujius* 311. A new law againft it, 
3 V' 

Bridges 1 long, a caufeway made by D omit ins, 442, Sc (F). 
Brutferi, where fituate, 430, (Q). Subdued by Tiberius^ 

354. By Gcrmanicus, 430, 439. 
Brundufium declares for Odfavianus, 85, & feq, Befiegcd by 

Antony, 230. 

Brutus made proconful of Gaul, 34. His defcent, 53, (A.) 
Confpiracy againft Co-far, 54, &c feq. Great prefence of 
mind under it, 58. Stabs him in the fenatehoufe, 64, 
His behaviour after it, 66, & feq. Speech to the people. 
74. Withdraws to Antium, jq. Supplanted by Antony^ 
95. Promoted by the k nate, 102. Retires into the eaft, 
321. His reception at Athens, 122. Raifes a powerful 
army, 123. Made proconful by the fenate, 126. Letters 
to Cicero and others, 127. Confirmed in the government 
of Greece, 132. Profcnbcd by them, 134. Receives the 
profcribed citizens, 145. Sends for Ca(jius? 1 57- PafTes 
into Aft a, 158. Mildncfs to the rcvolters, ib. Coin, 159. 
Succeis in Lycia^ 164. Againft Xantbus^ ib. & feq. A- 
gainft Patara, 167, & feq. Signal inftances of his invin- 
cible mildncfs, ib. & 169. Falls out with Cajfius, 170. 
Vifited by a fpe£tre, 172. Paflcs into Europe 173. De- 
clares for fighting the triumvirs, 177. Interview between 
him and CaJJius, 179. Letter to Atticus, 180. Succcfs 
againft thr triumv its, 181. Funeral honours to CaJJius 9 
183. Shuns fighting again, 1 S 8. Forced to it by his fol- 
diers, 189 tk (O). His fever ity to the captives juftifled, 
190. Second apparition of the fpectre, 191. And other 
prodiges, ib. & (P). Speech to hisarmy, 192. Defeat, and 
bravery, 193, & feq. Great diftrefs, 194. Laft words to 
his friends, 197. Death, ib. tk (QJ. Character, 198, 
199, ico, 201, 202. His killing of CaJ'ar vindicated, 
202, & (X). Funeral honours, 204. 

Decim. . Albinus 9 one of Cafar's confpirators, 55. 
Perfuadcs him to "o to the fenate, 61. Goes into Gaul af- 



ter Cafar's death, 70. Nominated Oitavian's heir by Ca- 
far, 74. Supplanted hy M. Antony, 92. Befiegcd hy him 
in Alutina, 99. SuccefMul fully againft him, 107. 
Mortifying anlwer to OttavLmu** icH. Honoured by the 
fenate, 110. Driven away hy Antony 136. Betrayed by 
Camillas, ib. Mmdcred, 137. Hi., ci km after, ib. 

Bulimia among the Greeks, what, 125., (W). 

Burjavolis put to the fvvord byJuL Caja? , 40. 
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JEeilianus lit. falfely accnfed of treafon, 508. 

Carina % cowardly behaviour in Germany , 419, & feq, 
Severity to the mutineers, 426. Succefs againft the Marf y 
436. IH luccefs againft Arminius, 442. Narrow efcape, 
443, pall* 

Sever us* % motion againft wives following the camp, 



506, & (Cj)- His reafons lor it oppofed by Meffalinus , ib . 
C.rfar, Julius, vaft honours heaped on him at Rome, i,& 
feq. Swift victory over Pharnaccs^ 2. Returns to Rome, 
3. Univerfai clemency, ib. & feq. Quells the tenth le- 
gion, 10, & feq. Speech to them, 11. Succeeds in Afrit, 
12, & feq. Defeats Pompey'a party, 16. Behaviour at 
Utica 9 24, (Lj. Succefs in Numidia, 25. Pompous ar- 
rival at Rome, 27. Speech to the fenate, ib. His tri- 
umphs defcribed, 29, Sc feq. Their immenfe value, 31. 
Educates young "Juba^ 30. Makes new regulations, 32. 
And a cenfus, 33, ( Q^). Sumptuary laws, 33. Refor- 
mation of the Kulendar, 36, & 37. (R). March into Spain, 
39, & feq. Defeats the Pompeii, at Munda^ and his di- 
fLrefs there, 42, & feq. Succefs againft the Lufitaniam, 
47, & feq. Ends the Spanifi war, 48. New triumphs, 
titles, 49. Offends the Rowans, ib. Vaft ambitious views, 
51, & feq. Confpired againft, 53, & feq. Exteniivc 
projects, 56. Threatened by prodigies 57. Stabbed 
in the fenate-houfc, 63. His character, 65. Laft will 
publicly read, 74. Funeral honouis, 78. '1 emple reared 
to his memory, 79. 

Scxtus over- reached by Bajfus^ 34. Murdered by 
ins own men, 35. 
C a far ion made collegue with Cleopatra , 259. 
Caftan foreft, where and whence fo called, 429, (O)* 
Ciii at Rome, who, 83. 

Cains C&jhr born to Agrippa+ 305. Adopted by Augrffluh 
312. Named i.i A:igujlus y s will as fucceilbr, in conjunction 
with his brother Lucius, and Druj'us, 330. Receives iu\V 
honours, 336, 339. Sent againir the Armenians, 343- 
Intcrview with Tiberius, ib. &c feq. With PhrahaU^ 
344. Makes peace with him, ib. Chofen conful, 3471 
(M). Second expedition into Armenia^ 350. Dcaii>» 

35»» 352. 

» " Caligula, vid. fub. Caligula, l~y» 

Gracchus acquitted, 528 (Wj. 

Cominiusy a lampooner, pardoned, 535^ 

Ca/iPhd 
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Caligula Caius, from whom dcfcended, 277. His early po- 
licy and advancement, 568, & feq. Married to Claudia, 
588. Whether nominated to fucceed Tiberius, 598, U 
feq. Saved by Macro , 600. 

Calpurnia, her ominous dream of Cafor, 57, 58. 

Caluftdius's taunting fpeech to Germanicus, 421. 

Calviftus C. defeated by Demochares, 243. Difgrace^-, 246. 
Accufation of M. Antony, 263. 

Camera, a. kind of {hips ufed by the Romans, 452, (K). 

Camillus % Furius, defeats Tacfarinas and obtains a triumph, 

477' 

Conduce, queen of Ethiopians fuccefs again ft the Romans in 
Egypt, 293. Overcome by Petronius, 294. Concludes 
a peace with the Romans, ib. 

Canidius bought by Cleopatra, 260- His advice to M. An- 
tony rejected, 269. 

Caninefates fubducd by Tiberius, 354. 

Cantabri? fubdued by Augujius, 2H6. Their defperate end, 
287. Severely punilhed by /EL Lamia, 294. Totally 
destroyed by Jgrippa, 308. 

Capito's flattery to Tiberius , 515. His character, 5 16, (Kj. 

Death, 518^ 
■ Fonteius, vid. fub. Fonteius 377. 

Caprcft ifland defer i bed, 555. 

Carfuleius*s fliarp engagement with A f. Antony, 105. Killed 

at the battle of Mutina, 106. His burial, 1 10, 
Cartcians treachery to the elder Fowpey, 44. 
Carthage rebuilt, 26. 

Cartifius, Titus fows the feeds of a fervile war, 533. 

Catrou, father, his partiality animadverted, 137, £008, fub. nor. 

Cafca, one of Ca-far's confpirators, 55. In great dread of 
being difcovered, 6x. Gives him the firfl (tab, 63. 

Cajftus C. confpires a gain ft Ceefar, 53. Stabs him in the fe- 
hate-houfc, 64. Smart anfwer to Antony, 73. Made go- 
vernor of Syria, 82. Supplanted by Dola bulla, 95. Re- 
compenfed with another province by the fenate, ibid. Sent 
a^ainft Dolabella, 102. Retires into the eaft, 121. Joins 
Brutus at Athens, 122. Goes into Syria, 123. Empow- 
ered, by decree of the fenate, with Brutus to ufe the pub- 
lic money, Csff. 126. Succefs in ^//V/, 128- In Sj-r/V/, 
J29. Takes Laodicea, 131. Confirmed in the govern- 
ment < if Syria, 132. Profcribed by Oilavius^ 134. Re- 
called from Egypt, 157. Meets Brutus at Smyrna, 159. 
Advice and gencrofuy to him, 159, 160. Anfwer to the 
Rhodians, 160, &£ f^q. Succefs aeaintt: them, 162. In /£//V/, 
163. Qnarr-l with Brutus made up, 170. Epicurean^ 

4 ' ? - notion 
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notion againft fpirits, 172, & feq. (I). PaiTcs into Europe 
173. Speech and largefs to the army, 174.. Oppofcs 
fighting the triumvirs, 177, tk feq. (£). Laft woids to 
Mejfula, 17S, tk feq. To Brutus^ 179. Defeated by 
jfntony, 182. His death, 183. Character, 184, & feq. 
Enmity to Cecfat vindicated from the unjull cenfure of Plu- 
tarch, 185, (M). 

Parmenfts oppofcs the triumvirs in Afia^ 207, & 
feq. His character and writings, 208, (A). 

-Cb area's bravery againft the mutineers, 420. 
Cato Uticencis Saves Cicero at Corey ra, 6. Heads Pom fry'* 
party, 8. His march through the defcrts of Africa, lb. 
(F). His behaviour at UtJca, 9, St feq. Refigns his corn- 
rnand to M. Scipio, ib. Sorely repents of ic, 15, Speech 
to the fenate at Utica, 17. His humanity, 19. Care for 
his friends, ib. Conftancy, ib. Reads Plato's Phaedo, 
•2i, & feq. (Kj. Stabs himfelf, 23. His effigy carried at 
Co: jars triumph, 30- 

the fon of the former, his lewd character, 25. His 

bravery at Philippe and death, ib. 195. 

a bafe fenator and betrayer of Sabinus, 557. 
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C<7/r/, their fituation and character, 434, (T). Defeated 

by Drufus, 326. By Germanicus, 435, 
Cotualda driven from his kingdom, 481. 
Celfus, Julius, his death, 582. 

Centurions infulted by the German legions, 419, Sc feq. 

Cefonius put to death, 370. 

Cejlius Maccdon. fires Perufia, 224. 

Ceth 'ius u\o\x\\i, where fituate, 315, (E). 

Cetronius s fevere puniftiment of the mutineers, 425. 

Char icles difcovers Tiberius's iJlnefs, 598. 

Charonites, M. Antony's magiftrates, who fo called, 8r. 

Cbauci, where fituate, 35 5, (R). 442 (H). Subdued by 

Dry jus, 326. }$yTiberins, 355. 
Che '-fon. j us : faurica, bequeathed by Agrippa, 324. 
Che* u/tt fuhdued by Druftis, 326. Stirred up by Arminius, 

438. Repulfcd by Gcrmanicus, 441. Defeated by him, 

458. 

Chi/vn, Alogius (labs Marceilus, and then himfelf, 28. 

Chrijl boi rn at Bethlehem, 3;6, (LA Cruci lied , 588. 

a cero pardoned by Crjar, 3. In d. inner from young Pom- 
pry, 6. Intercedes for XlarceUus, 28, (M). Ill-rimed 
jells on CV/./r's irw kaknJar, 38. On the conlulfhip of 
C.iniiiins, 51. Speech to the filiate on Ctrjnr'** death, 
71. Jnins intereit; with U'\'.n'iitf:ns, 87, (^)» Severely 
reproved by Brutus, 97, Bitter fp^ech againll A-ttr.ny, 99. 

Narrow / 
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Narrowly efcapes Ventidius? 103. Untimely zeal 

againft Antony, 11 1. His vanity mortified, US' By Oc- 
t avian, 119. His character, of Dec. Brutus, 137. Con- 
demned by the triumvirs, 139. His flight, 147. Dread- 
ful perplexities, 148, & fecj. Death, 150, 5c 151, (E). 
Character, 1 5 1. 

M. '1 ullius, fon of the former, conful with Cfta- 
via mis, 278. vid. fub Tullius? 123, & Icq. 

i^uint. Cicero's brother, pardoned by Ctcfar, 4. 
Hi» flignt f/om the triumvirs, 147. His death, 148. 
Followed by that of his piou* fon, ib. 
Cimber? one of Calais murderers, 55. Gives the fir ft fig- 

nal to the rctt, 6 3. 
Cinna, Cafar's brother in-law, joins with his murderers, 69. 
Lays down all his dignities, ib. Another of his name 
mi (taken for him, and torn in pieces, 79, (H). Goes o- 
ver to Brutus, 124. 
Cinna, Cornelius confpires again ft Augujlus? 353- Pardoned 

by him, ib. 
Cither a given to the Lacrdumonians? 302. 
Cityra overturned by an earthquake, 528. 

Claudia the veflal, a miracle related of her, 35O, 402, (L). 

tried for high treafon, 402, i s L)- 

* ■ ■ Pulchra, accufed of adultery and treafon, 545. 

daughter of Silanus, married to Caligula? 588. 

Claudian family, its origin, &c\ 401, (L). 

Claudius? the emperor, from whom defcended, 277, 330. 
Why neglected in his younger years, 503, (E). 

Clemens, centurion, retained by the mutineers, 414. Pre- 
fers their demands, 415- Appeafes the revolt, 417. 

Cleopatra fet upon the Egyptian throne, 1. Joins with the 
triumvirs, 157. Shipwrecked, 163. Summoned by An- 
tony, 213. Her learning, wit, &c. ib. Artifices to cap- 
tivate him, 258. Accompanies him into Europe, 260, 
& feq. Treachery to him, 269. Forfakes him at Adiium? 
273. Carried in triumph in trffiacy, 278. 

ClepJ\dra? the fountain of, at Athens, 239* (LV 

her daughter, made queen of Libya, and Cyrene, 

259. 

Sclene 9 daughter of Antony? married to Juba, 30, 

2 77- 

Clod i a married to Ofiavian, 14c, (A). Divorced from him, 
2 1 7. 

Clspei among the Romans, what, 491, (^)» 
Cacti at Rome? who, 83. 

Cneit/Sj 
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Cneius, Ptmpty* fon, hindered from killing Cicero, 6. Joins 

Cato at Utica, 10. 
Cocceius Ncrva accompanies Tiberius, 550. Starves rjimfelf, 

588. 

Codropolis, where fituate, 231, (Hj. 

Ccelius, one of the admirals at the right of Aclium, 271, & 
feq. (R). 

Cohorts, their divifion, office, &c. 285. 
Cainage at Rome, how ordered, 399, (I). 
Concord the temple of, repaired by Tiberius, 335. 
Conftdius rcpulfes Ca-far at A dr ume turn , 12. 

Prrrrf'rf put to death, 584. 
Confuls, howchofen lince 7. Cafar, 407, (O). Their pow- 
er inlarged by Tiberius, 432- 

Coponius faved by his faithful wife, 146. Noble anfwer to 

Plancus, ibi. Sent proconful oljudesa, 360. 
Corduba taken by Ceefar, 46- 

Cqrdus Caf. tried for extortion, 514. Baniftied, 515. 
Corinth rebuilt, 26. Taken by Agrippa, 268. 
Cornelia chofen head of the veltals, 529. 
Cornelius's bold fpeech in favour oi Ott avian, 117. 
Cornificius in great danger and flraights, 249. Relieved by 
Agrippa ^ ib. 

Cor nutus Marc, a zealous republican, 118. Kills himfelf, 
119. 

Cacti, accufed of treafon, 534. Kills himfelf, ib. 

Coronas Silicius {lands alone in Brutus's defence, 135. Af- 

fafiinated by Oi'tavian, ib. 
Cofconius killed by Co- jar's tenth legion, 10. 
CtffiiS reduces Numidia, 350. And Mauritania, 356, 

Wonderful fecrecy, 588. 
Cotta, L. Aurel. Propofes making Co: far king, 57. 

■.MdJfalinus'su'vA and character, 577, 578. fS). Par- 
doned by T tberius, 578. 
Cot y ion, Varius whence fo named, 11 6, 
Cremona given to the difbanded lbldiers, 216. 
Cremutius's noble faying, 517. Accufed tor praifing Cafftus, 
536. Trial, brave defence, and noble fpeech, ib. (B). 
Death and writings, 537. 
Crifpusy Marc, joins Cajj'ius in Syria, 128. 
Crocodiles firll fought in the Kom.tn circus, 34 r. 
Culco fells a tree pa flairs to Antony* I 12. 
Cumri noted for their Hupiuitv, 5?, ^Z). 
Camulatus** rteachciv to F>i utus, 
Curator a vni ti-w.i office, j>5* 
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Curio , Scribon. Defeated and killed, 7. 
Curule chairs, how and on whom beftowed, 491, fX). 
Cyrenius governor of Jud&a, vid. £>uirinius, 36c. 
Cyrtha taken by Bognd, 26. 

Cyzicans disfranchifed, 538, (B). 



Act fubdued by Tiberius, 32.8. 
Dalmatia revolts, 358. Reduced, 361. A fecond time* 

3 6 7- . 

Dalmatians , their flgnal cowardice, 366. 
Daughters Roman, punifhable by their parents, 433. 
Dejotarm pardoned by C&far, 2. Joins with Brutu;, 158- 

Abandons Antony , 268. 
Dellius fent to Cleopatra, 213. His character, /£. (CJ- 

A moft intimate f riend of Horace, ib. 
Demetrius, a philofophcr with C ato ztUtica , 19. 
— = a fervant of CeJJius, brings news of his death to the 

triumvirs, 186. 

Demothares Pompefs admiral's fuccefs again ft Oftavian, 243- 

Defeated and drowned, ib. 
Denarius Roman, its value, 409. (R) . 
Dittatorjhip abolilhed by Marc. Antony, <?t. 
Diclius, T. Sent by Cafar into Spain, 39. Defeats young 

Pompcy's fleet, 45. Puts him to death, tb. Defeated and 

killed by the Lufitanians, 48. 
Dionyfian feftival, what, 43, (T). 

Dionyftus, a famed geographer, 34.3. Sent by Au%ujlus to 
furvey the eaft, ib. When he flouiifticd, 606, 007, not. 
bodecatheon, one of ' 0£f avian's f«-iiffs, why fo called, 266, (S). 
Dolabella, Cornel, raifes a tumult in favour of debtors, 4.. Sup- 
plants CaJ/ius in the government of Syria, 95. Cruel trea- 
chery to irebonius, IOI. Prolcribed by the fen ate, IC2. 
Oppreflcs Afia, 1 29. HI fuccefs againft CaJJius, 130. Uc- 
f bated at Tea, 131. His death, ib. 
flattery to Tiberius, 510. 
— Pub. fuccefs in Africa, 533. Turns informer, 55c. 
Pub. Corn, chofert conful, 08. Appiovcs of Cajii's 

murder, /7\ 
Domttius Calvinus defeated by P ha maces, 2. 

Treachery to Caius, 351, (P). 

<£ i/4 /iff 
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Lucius's death and character, 544. 
Afcr, the accufcr of Claudia, 545. And of S^Varm^ 

555- 

Cneius betrothed to Agrippina, 561. His vile cha- 
racier, ib. (Xj. 

Dr ufi*n weapons, whence fb called, 526, fT ), 

Drufia a Foffia, where and by whom made, 327. Defcribed, 

DruftUn married to L. Coffins, 565, (N) , & 583. 
Drufus, the father of Livia, kills himfelf, 206. 
———the Ton of Livia's bravery againft the Germans, 326. 
Chofen conful, 328. Subdues the Germans, 329- Stop- 
ped by prodigies, and death, ib. Funeral honours, CsrV, 
330. His altar deftroyed, 453, (Mj. 

Germmnicusy (M). vid. iub Germanicus, 451, Sc feq. 
the fon of Tiberius, advanced by Augujius, 367. 



Made quaeftor, 376. Sent againft the revolted legions, 
414. Infulted by them, 416. Punifbes them, 417. Re- 
turns to Rome, 418- Chofen conful, 434. Sent into II- 
lyricum, 472. Succefs in Germany, 48 r. Comes to meet 
the allies of Germanlcus, 497. Returns to Illyricum, 498. 
Behaviour towards Pifo, 498. Second confulfhip, 505. Go- 
vernment during Tiberius's abfence, 507. Tribunefhip, 
513. Juft complaints againft Sejanus, 52*, (R). Poifoned 
by him, 524. His funeral, 526. Chara&er and off-fprine, 
ib. (T), (U), & 527. 

the nephew oi Germanicus, ftrangely choaked with a 



pear, 508 

the fon of Germanicus, takes the toga, 523. Re- 



commended to the fenate, 525. Made governor of Rome, 
538. Supplanted by Sejanus, 552, & icq. Accufed to the 
licnate, 563. Imprifoned, 565. Tiberius's orders^o Ma- 
cro concerning him, 571. Ciuel death, 585. 

Dynamis forced to marry Scribonius, 318. Given to Pole- 
tnon, 319. 

E. 

J^Artkquatte, twelve cities in Afia deftroyed by, 473. 

Emerita Augufila, by whom built, 288. 
Emeriti, veterans, why fo oiled, 422, (C). 
Emperor, the import of that title changed, 278. 
Enceladus** avarii e lories the Gauls to revolt, 313. He buys 
his pardon of Augujlus> 314. 

Emit us 
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J? ani us Lucius' s frivolous trial, 515. 
Eporedian y Ivrean Haves, whence, 288. 
Equefirian order forbid the arena, 375, 
Eretria taken from the A^enianSy 302. 
Erycinay Venus , rebuilt by Tiberius y 544. 

Eudemusy agent of Sejanus with Liviay 523- His punifh- 
ment, 524. 

Exaucloratio among the Romans, what, 409, ( Qj. 

F. 

^AberiuSy C*far*s fecretary, cabals with M. Antony* 81 • 

w 

Fabius Maximus befieges Munda, 44. Takes it, 48. 

chofen conful, 326. Diigraced by Augujlusy 382. Kills 

himfelf, lb. 

falanius accufed to Tiberius , 448. 
Fdfcesy why worn reverfe at funerals, 496, (B). 
Favonius his anfwer to Brutus, 56. Merry interpofition be- 
tween him and Cajfiusy 170. ~Juft invectives againft C&a~ 

vr'an* 207, & (Z). 

Feneftella y the poet, when he flouriflied, 408. 

Fidenet* the amphitheatre of, kills and hurts fifty thoufand 
people, 5^3, 

Figulus 9 L. J>Q.labella\ admiral, 130. Defeats Cajfius's fleet, 

131. Defeated, ib. 
place us Minutiui fur renders Ategua to J. Cafar, 40. 
■ Vefcularius betrays Libo to Tiberius, 463. Put to 

death by him, 58 1 . 

■ Pomponiusy his character, 482. Betrays Rhafciporisy 
ibid. 

Verriusy the grammarian, his writings, 608. 

Flavius NepoSy depufed by Cafar, 52. 

Flaviusy the brother of Arminius, (harp con ted with him, 455. 

Friend to the RomanSy ib. 
Florus Jul. ftirs up the revolt in Gauly 508, Defeated and 

killed, 509. 
Fonteius Capita chofen conful, 377. 
Fortune y valiant, the temple of, built, 468* 
Frifii fubdued by Drufus, 3261 Where fituate, 439, (C). 

Recover their liberty, 559, (K.). 
Fuljinius Trio turns evidence againft Liboy 463. 
Fulviuy the wife of Antony's cruel revenge on Cicero, \ 50 . 

Unmeafurable ambition, 215. Oppofcs O^f avian ^ ib. Sc 
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feq. Heads an army againft him, 218. Driven from 
Pranejle, 11^. Her death, 229- 
Furian law, what, 363, (X) r 

Furius Camillus** confulfiiip, why erafed, 576, (Rj. 
Furnius, C. chofen conful, 312. 

Q^Adareus Theodore's chara&cr of Tiberius, 605, (F), 

Galatia becomes a Roman province, 289. 
Galba killed by Carfar's tenth legion, 10. 

Serv. Sulpit. chofen conful, 586, (Xv 
Caius, a confular, and brother to the emperor of that 
name, falls by his own 1 hand, 593. 
Galleys , a fight of, exhibited in the circus, 342. 
Gallto's flattery puniflied by Tiberius, 577. 
Gallius Luperc, a friend toOfi 'avian, 118, IT9. 

Cornel, banifhed, 288. Kills himfelf, 289. 

G alius, Mlius's expedition into Arabia, 2QI. Betrayed by 
Syllteu*, 2g2, & feq. Forced to return to Egypt, 293. 
His expedition as far as Syene and the borders of Ethiopia, 

3°9. 

A/inius 9 s fpeech to Tiberius, 399. His extract and 

character, ib. (I). 

: aninius fharply reproved by Tiberius, 581 • 
Games, fecular, exhibited, 312. 

Garamantes, where fituate, 309. Subdued by the Romans, 

533- 

Gauh undergo a cenfus, 286. Rear an altar to Augujius, 
326. 

Genius, §)uint. treacheroufly murdered by OSf avian, 156. 
Gemini, the two, their confulftiip, 561. Whether Chrift 

fuffercd under it, ib. (Mj. 
Geminius fent to reclaim Antony, 263. Forced to flee from 

Cleopatra's refentment, 264. 
German legions mutiny, 418, & feq. Quelled and puniflied, 

425. 

Germans', a pun upon that ambiguous word, 153. 

Qermantcus, Drujus 9 from whom defcended, 277. Adopted 

by Tiber ius, 352. Sent againft the Pannonians, 358. Suc- 

cefs in Dalmatia, 36 1. Over- reached at Rhatinum, 364, 

& feq. Succefs and triumph over the Dafoiatians, 365, 

367. Chofen conful, 376. Recommended to the fenate, 

377. Promoted by Tiberius , 4o6> (N). Infultcd by the 

German 
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German legions* 4.26. Quells them, 4j.il. And other re* 
volters, 425. Refufes the empire offered by the foldiers, 
421, 427. Severe expedition againft the Marfi, 428, 5c 
feq. Againft the Catti 9 435, & feq. Againft the confe- 
derate Germans^ 439* & feq* Piety to the (lain Romans* 
440. HI fuccefs againft Armin ius, 441, & feq. Retires 
to the Rhine, 445. New expedition into Germany, 452. 
Speech to his army* 457- Gains two complete victories, 
458, 459. Monumental infeription, it. Danger at fea, 
460. . C*reat concern, ib % Recovers one of Varus* % ea- 
gles, 461- Recalled by Tiberius, 4*62* Reception and 
triumph at Rome, 469. Deftru&ion refolved on* ib. Pre- 
fentcd with the ealtern provinces, 471. Sets out for them, 
477. Infulted by Pifo, 480. Renews the alliance with 
the Parthians, 48 1- Goes into Egypt, ib. Taken ill at 
Antioch, 484* Sufpe&s Pifo, ib. His laft words, ib* & 
feq. Death and funeral honours, 486, 490- Pofterity, 
485, (S). Chara&er, 486, Sc feq. & 4 88> (Uj. Fune- 
ral honours at Rome, 490, ( Y, Z). 4g6, (Bj. 

German icus, the fquadron of, why fo called, 492. 

Germans repulfed by Agrippa, 308- By Loilius, 314. De- 
feated by Drufusi 327. By Germanicus, 428, & feq- 
Their way of fighting, marrying, &c. 437, (Z^. Defeat- 
ed again by Germanicus, 441, & 458, 3c feq. 

Getuli fubdued by Coffus, 356. 

G etulicus ,LentuL commander in Germany, accu fed toTiberius- 

589. Noble letter to him, ib, 
Gigantomachia at Athens, what, 265, (Rj« 
Gladiators fent out of Rome, 355. By whom maintained in 

the army, 413, (Xj. Their number ftinted by Tiberius, 

433- 

Glyco fufpe&ed of poifoning the conful Pan/a by orders of 

O&avius, 109, (Pj. 
Gracinus Laco fet to guard Sejanus, 570. 
Granius Martian, accu fed, 591. Kills himfelf, 592. 
Gratianus Tat. put to death, 591 . 
Greeks, their flattery to M. Antony, 210. 
Grottos reforted to by the Romans in fummer, £6I> fPj. 
Gymnofopbijis bum themfclves when weary of life, 306. 

H. 

pJ^/r;»o^/ttx, why honoured by the Athenians, 122- 

Hateriust §>. difgraced by Tiberius, 400. Mis death, 553* 
(E). 

4 K 2 * # Agripp* 
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Agrippa oppofes the whipping of players* 450, Re- 
p ri m a 11 ded by AJinius G alius, ib. 
Hercules' s temple oeftroyed by lightning, 264, (R). 
Hercynian. foreft described, -357, /T). 434* (T). 
Herennius feht in purfuic of Cicero , 149- Pats him to death, 
156* 

Herod's readmefe to ferve CaJJius^ rag." Sends five hundred 
men to Augujius> 292. Grand reception of Agrippa , 318. 
Follows him to the Bofporus, ib> His death, 348. - 

Her q/f rates raifes the Macedonians in favour of Brutus ^ 123. 

Hiera taken by Agrippa % 248. 

Hirtiusy Aulus chofen confuij 99* Succefs in Gtfto/, 103. A- 
gainft Antony y 105. Killed, 106. Whether by OcJavi- 
an 9 109- 

difgraced by Tiberius, 40O- 
Hifpalis recovered by C<zfar r 47. 
Hookas work commended, 609- 

Horace writes his carmen fecularei 31 2^ His death* 334. 
Hortenfia** noble fpeech to the triumvirs, 154. 
Hortenfius goes over to Brutus^ 124* « Put to death bjr 

r««y, 206- 

Hortulus* Mar. petition rejected by Tiberius y 467. 

HoJidiusyCaL faved by his. fon, 144- 

Hybreas's bold fpeech td-Af. Antony , 21 1, (B) - * 



I. 



j 269. 

Jarius's temple fhut up under Augujius y 3463 (K ) 
"^ewijh rites extirpated at Rome, 493? fA). 
r *«/r, thieir gratitude to Julius Cos/at * 79, & (3 
favoured by Agrippa , 319. Why banished 

befius % 494. 

TJienfes firied by Agrippa , 319. Forgiven at farad's fuit, /i* 
Indi/iavifusi the plain of, where,' 457, (W J; 

the battle of, 457, & feq. 

Indus' s fuccefs a gain ft Fforusj 509- 

Inguiomerus turns over to Arminius\ 438. Beaten and wound** 
ed by the Romans^ 444- Narrowly efcapes them, 458; 
Bravery in a fecond light, 459. 

Joazar^ depofed in Judas* 361. 

J/tdorus Cat. Cacilius, his immenfe wealth, 

Juba, a haughty prince* comes to Cato at Utica 3 q. Joint 
Scipiofi&nd is defeated by Cafar 3 ib* Killed, 16. 

V 
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the young fon-of the former led in triumph by Cm- 

'j ul t 9 3°- His education and learning, ib. & (O). Mar- 
ries young Cleopatra, S177. 
Judaa heavily taxed by CaJJius* 129. Made a Roman pro- 
vince, 360* & feq. 
Julia* Antony's mothers noble fpcech to him, 145. 

* O^f avian* s daughter betrothed to Antyllus, 245. 

Intrigues with Antonyms fon, 277. Her incontinence* 
336, 339* Banifhed into an ifland* 340- Removed to 
the continent,' 354. . tier fad end, 405, & (M). 

the daughter of the former* bamfhed for the lame 
crimes, 340. Her death, 561. 

■=* wife of Nero , betrays him to Sejanus y 552. Mar- 
ries R. Blandus* 588. 

ghter of Germanicus* married to Vinicius* 565* 
(Nj, & 583. 

Julius Marinus put to death, 581. 
Junta draws Brutus into a cdnfpiracy, 54. 
unia fifter co Brutus * her death and funeral honours, 519- 

anus faved by a flave, 14c. Returns to Rome* 
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T/" Alendar reformed by Cafar* 36. 1ft What manner, 37, 

Knights Romany 2,000 profcribed by the triumvirs, 143. 
Petition Augujius again ft being obliged to marry, 362. 



T Aberius, a pantomime knight* 31. Rewarded by Cr/ir, 

i'b. His reply to Cicero's jeft, 32, Note. 
Labienus joins Cato at Utica^ 10. Succefs againft J. Cafar* 
14. Defeated by him, 16- Stirs up the Spaniards againft 
him, 38. Defeated again by endeavouring to fave the 
camp, 43. Killed, 44. 

the fon of the former* fights under the Parthians, 
228, (E). Succeft againft Antony's lieutenant, 228. 
Lacedemonians regarded by Augujius y 30a. 
Ladies, RomaH % fave their hufbands, 144. 1,400 feverely 

ti»xed by' the triumvirs, 153. 
Lampoons firft forbid by Augujius, 377. 

Laodiceans* devoted to' C&Jar, open their gates to Doiabei(a % 

130. Befieged by Cajjius, ib* Betrayed by Quint tus, 

131. How ufed by the conqueror^ ib* 

Later evjir 
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Laterenjis M. Juventius's advice to Lepidus, not to join An- 
tony , 113. Brave death, 114. A ftatue decreed to him, 
116. 

La tzar is, the betrayer of Sabinus y 557. His punifliment,* 

558- 

Lauriacum^ the metropolis of Noricum Ripenfe, 317, in fin. 

Nor. 

Legion, Romany howcompofed, 4ig-» 
Lentulus Pub. friendfhip to Brutus , 128. 

Cneius accompanies young Drujus into Pannonia, 414. 
Infulted by the mutineers, 416. Falfely accufed, 534. 
Tiberius afhamed of the accufation, and acquitted, ib* His 

death 544. 
Lepida ALmilia baniflied, 504. 

Lepidus, M* JEmil. fent againft the confpirators, 70. 
Allies with M. Antony, who procures for him the dig- 
nity of pontifex maximus, 82. His character, n2. 
Refufes to join with Antony, ib. Over-reached by him* 
j 1 3, &i feq. Profcribed, ir6. Joins with OcJavian i 
and Antony, 135. Interview with them, 138* Joined 
in a triumvirate, 140. Arbitrary triumph, 152. Con- 
fulate, 156. Sent into Africa, 232- Indolent behaviour 
there, 241 . Lands at Lilybaum, 247. Grows jealous 
of Oclavian^ 250- Falls out with him, 252. Depofed, 

— Paulus Mmil. made city purveyor, 299. 

' ■ jj>. /Emit, forces himfelf into the confulate, 301. 

Why he refufed the procon fulfil ip of Africa, 507. 

Manius, his death and character, 588. 
Leptis opens her gates to C/rjar,. 13. 
Leucas ifland taken by Agrippa in fight of Antony, 268. 
Liber ali a, the fcftival of, whence fo called, 43, (T). 
Libo,Luc. Scribon. fent by Pompey to the triumvirs, 233. His 
extract, 462. Betrayed by Firmius Catus, ib. Tried 
for high treafon, 463, & feq. Kills himfelf, 464. Con- 
demned, 465. 

Licinius Ligarius, jj). concealed by his wife, 144. His 

death, ib. 

Ligur Var. accufed by Tiberius, 589- 

Ligures Comati fubdued by the Romans, 320. 

Livia retires with her huiband into Sicily, 225. Married 
rn Ocl avian, 241, & (N). Sufpeded for the death of 
Marcel Ins, 298. Of Lucius, 349. Of Catus, 351. For 
the banifhment of Agrippa , 356. Of poifoning 0£t avi- 
an, 381. Her new names, honours, Esf c. 383. Her death 
and character, 5619 & feq. 

of 
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©r Livilla* delivered of male twins, 491. Proftltutes 
herfelf to Sejanus, 523. Incenfed againft Agrippina* 527* 
Confents to poifon her hulband, ib~ Demanded in marri- 
age by Sejanus* 541. Starved to death, 576- 

the portico of, whence fo called, 320. 
the temple of, dedicated, 335. 
Lilian family, an account of, 402, (L). 

Livilla, the daughter of Drufus* 330. 

Livy the hiftorian's death, 477. 

Lollia Paulina married to Cuius Cafar* 343- 

Lollius M. refufes the confulfhip, 301. Defeated by the 

Germans* 314. Commands under young Casus, 343. 

His difgrace and death, 345. 
Longobardi fubdued by Tiberius, 355. Where fituate, ibid* 

(R)- 

Longus, Lucius' s death and funeral honours, 528, & feq. 
Lucilius's friendfhip and brave expedient to fave Brutus, 194. 
Rewarded, 195. 

a centurion, murdered, 413. 
Cap\to condemned, 449, 
Lucius Cafar chofen by the fenators at Utica to intercede 
for the Romans, 19. Pardoned by jf. Ccejar, 25. 

Pinarius* one of C<gfar's heirs, 74. 
■■ Carfar* condemned by the triumvirs, 140. Saved 
by his fifter, 145. Pardoned by Antony, 212. 

the brother of Fuliia, oppofes OcJavian, 2 1 6. 



Befieged in Perfia, 220. Surrenders, 223 

Cafar the fon of Agrippa, 312. Adopted by Auguflus* 
ib. His bold and unfeafonabic demand to him, 335, & feq. 
Affumes the toga virilis, 339. Dies at Marjeilles* 349. 
Lugdunenfts rear an altar to Augufius* 326. 
Lupercalia, the ceremony of, defcribed, 52, (Y). 
Lupercus Gallus* vid. Gallus* il8- 
Lupias river, 354. 

Lufitanians over-reached by Cafar, 47. Subdued by Cariflus* 
288. 

Luterius a poet, condemned to death, 511. 

Luxury* frefti laws propofed againft it by Fronto > 465. Op- 

pofed by Afin. G alius, 466. 
Lycaonia becomes a Roman province, 289. 
Lycians invaded by Brutus* 164. Defpife him, but mre 

kindly treated, ibid* & feq. Their grateful return, 

168. 

Lygdus* the poifoner of Drufus, 524, 526 (U ). 

Lyons, the city of, in Gaul* by whom founded, 114, (R). 
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MAcedon? the province of, talgen from the fenate, 447, 
(G). ' 

Macro lent to feize Sejanus? 569. Over- reaches him, 570. 
Appointed to guard the emperor, 583. Treachery to 
Scaur us? 589. To Aruntius? 595- 
Magijtrates? how chofcn. by Tiberius , 407, & (O). 
Majejiy? the laws of, revived by Tiberius? 447. Become 

exceeding dangerous, 462, '475. 
Manius's defperate advice to Fulvia? 218- Bitter fpeech 

againft O&avian? 219. Put to death, 233. 
Mantua given to the difbanded veterans, 21 6. 
jdarcellus pardoned by Carfar? at the in«:erceflIon of the fe- 
nate, 2$. Stabbed by M. Chilon? ib, (Jicero's letter on, 
that occafion, i&. (M.). 

Ottawa's fon marries Pompey*% daughter, 236- A-« 
dopted by Augujfus ? 391, Chofen asdile, ib. FaJJs out 
with Agrippa? 296,. His fudden death, 298. ... 

Grant us triec| .and acquitted of tieafon, 448, & 



feq. 

Marcomanns? where fituate, 357* fS). Revolt againft the 
Romans? 357. Defeated by the Cherufci? 472. 

Marcus? the fan of Cato? his death and gallant behaviour 

at Philippi? 195. 

Mart us Sextus executed, 584. 

Maroboduus driven out of his kingdom, 48 1 - 

Marriage promoted by Augujius? 311. His fpeech to the 

knighrs in favour of it* 36$, & icq. 
Marji? in Germany butchered by Germanicus 429- By C^r- 

Martial legion's o bit inate fight againft M, Antony? 104. 

Martina? an infamous poifoncr, fent to Rome y on fulpiciou 
of poi foiling Germanicus? 489. Found murdered, 498, 

Marullus? why depofed by Julius Carfar? 52. 

Matt turn metropolis of the Catti? 435, (W). Burnt by 
the Ramans? 435* 436. 

Mcctenas reconciles the triumvirs, 2 30- His pedigree and 
character ib? (G), DnTuados Augujius from rcfigning* 
279. A fketch of his poiitks, ib. Cuckolded by Auguf- 
tus? 312. Death and character, 333, 334. Works, 334. 

Memmtus a centurion's bravery againtt me mutineers, 423- 

MemnoHy the ftatue of, at Tbeles x defcrihed, 309. 

Menus diffuades Pompey from treating with the triumvirs, 233. 

His advice to hini a to fcize ttacm, rejected, 235, & feq. 

Goes 
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Goes over to Oilavtan, 242. De fears Menocrates, ib. De- 
feated by Pompey, 244. Returns to him, 246. His 
treachery to him, 251. Character Iiv Horace, ib. 

Mwocrates* defeated by Menus, 242. His death, 243. 

A Uti « id i>tus Men fis, what , 37, fu b not . 

M*>ido, vid. Etrurita, 288. 

Mejfala Valer, ei capes Horn the triumvirs, 145. Account 

of Cajjius's laft words, 179, ot (L). 
L. Corvin. lands in Sicily, 247. Flagrant flattery to 

Tiberius y 384. 

Meffalinus M. Valer. fent into Dalmatian 358. His motion 
againft P//* oppo fed, 502, 503, & ( JL). 

Mejfana in veiled by Oft avian, 250. Seized by Plennius y 25 2» 

Delivered up to plunder, &c. ib. 
Metellus Scipio pafles into Africa, 8. Succcfs againft: J. Cee- 
far, 13, & feq. Rejects Cat 0*3 advice, 15. Defeated, 

kills himfelf, 16. 
Met bom taken by Agrippa, 268- 

Military » treafure at Rome, what, 451, (I), 
Miffio among the Romans, what, 409, (Q). 
Mithridates, the Pergamenian y made king of Bofporus, 

Killed,;*. 

Mafia defcribed, 372, (A). 

Macfians fubdued by CraJJus, 288. 

Mofcbus's eftate adjudged to the Majjilians, 544. 

Munda befieged, 44. Taken, 48. 

■ the battle or, 42. 

Mundus's treachery to Paulina punifhed, 494, 495, not. 

Marcus Statius fent againft Bajfus, 35. Joins Cajjtus in Sy- 
ria, 128. Defeats Dolabclla*s fleet, 131. The trium- 
virs fleet, 187. Falls out and forfakes his collegue, 224. 
Goes from Pompey, 233 Murdered, ib. 

Mmrana L. brave fpeech to Augujlus, 300. Confpires againft 
him, ib. Betrayed and put to death, ib. 

Mufa recovers dying Augujlus* 295. Mifcarries in curing 

Mar cell us, 298. 
Mutina, the fiege of, 99. Raifed, 107. 

the battle of, 106. When fought, 107, (O). 

Mutiui Thermus turns informer, 579. 

N. 

A bath a a, where fituate, 480, (N). 

Napata, metropolis of Aithiopia, deftroyed by Petronius 9 
294* 

Vot. XIII. 4L Narfica, 
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Narfica, the tutelar god of Vulfinium, 519, (P). 

Najidius, Antony's general, defeated by Agrippa, 268. 

Naf ta Pinarius, a tool of Sejanus* 536. Accufes Crtmutius 

Cordusy ib. , * 

Nauportum plundered, 411. Where fituate, ib. (T). 
Negra, where fituate, 293- 

Nera T. why chat name was a/Turned by the Claudian family, 

40T, (L). 

the fon of Germanicus, made quaeftor, 505. Mar 



" A * J 

rlcs yulia, daughter of Brutus r ib. Recommended to the 
fenate, 525. Betrayed by Sejanus 9 552* Accufed by 37- 
berius, 563. His banifhnn en t and death, 565. 

Tiber. Gemel. vid- : fub Tiberius ? 598. 



Nerva At. . 0 ^ 

ftarves himfelf to death, 588. 
Nicknames common among the Romans, 414, (Y). 
Nicopolis 9 the city of, why fo called, 267. 
Nobiles 9 Auguftus's law in their favour, 321. 
Nonniusj one of Off avian's officers*, infulted by the veterans, 

217. Drowned, ib. 
Nor ban us 9 Oft avian 9 * general, fent to guard the Macedonian 
paffes, 174. Driven off by Brutus, 175. 

Caius, chofen conful, 434. 



Norici fubdued by the Romans, 317. 

Noricum, the kingdom of, defcribed, 316, fub not. 
Numidia reduced, 350. 
Numonius Vala, his death, 369. 

O. 

1 

f\Bodas fends a thoufand Nabat beans to Auguftus, 292. 
^Occia, prefident of the veitals, fucceeded by Pollio 9 * 
daughter, 495. 

Oclavia, her character, 231. Married to Antony, ib. Re- 
conciles him to her brother, 245. Sent back to Rome, 
246. To Antony^ 257. Repulfed by him, 258. Her 
moderation towards him, and virtuous behaviour, ib. Di- 
vorced by him, 261. Piety to her children by him, ib. & 
276. Her death, Sec. 328. 

Oftavius C> appointed the chief of Cafor's heirs, 74. His 
defcent, education, &c. 83, & feq. &c (K). In high fa- 
vour with C*cfar, 84. Sets out for Italy contrary to the 
advice of his friends, 85. Declares him h\f Carjar's heir, 
ib. Takes his three names upon him, ib. (L). Pays a 
vifit to Cicero, 87. Goes to Rome, ib. Speech to jW. An- 
tony, 88. Mortifying rcpulfe, 89. Complain* of him to 

the 
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the people, or. Reconciled to him, ib* Over-reached by 
him, 92. Second interview, and Teeming reconciliation, 
95. Enters Rome with an army, 96. Receives new ho- 
nours from the fenate, 98, ioo. Joins forces with the 
conful to relieve D* Brutus, 103. Ill fuccefs againft An- 
tony, 104,0c feq. Bravery at the battle of Mutina, 107. 
Interview with Brutus, 108. With Pan/a, ib. Morti- 
fied by the fenate, 110, 115. Reconciled to Antony, . 1.16- 
Outwits the fenate, ib. Sc feq. Enters Rome, 118. Chofen 
conful, 119. His adoption confirmed, 134.. CaufesSrw- 
tus and CaJJius to be condemned, ib. Over- reaches the 
fenate, 135. Interview with Antony and Lepidus % 138. 
Their execrable refolution, 139. Cruelties, 141, & feq. 
Treachery to Gellius, 155, 156. His horrid cruelty, ib. 
Marches into Ma^edon, 156. Joins Antony, 176. See 
alfo fub Triumvirs, ib. & feq. His cowardice at Philippi, 
j8r. Succefs againft Brutus, 194., & feq. Unworthy 
ufage and cowardly fpite towards his corpfe, 204. Inhu- 
manity to the republican prifoners, 206, & feq. Paffes in- 
to Italy, 209. Meets with great difficulties at Rome, 2 16 - 
Largcfs to his veterans, 217- Divorces Clodia, ib. Be- 
fieges Perufia, 220. Cruelty to her magiftrates, 223. En- 
ters Rome in triumph, 226. Reconciled to Antony, 230. 
Infulted by the people, 233. Reconciled to Pompcy, 234, 
£c feq. Paffes into Gaul, 238. Falls out with Pompey 9 
240. Marries Tiber. Nero's wife, 241, & (N). Ill fuc- 
cefs at fea, 243, & feq. Reconciled to Antony, 245. His 
unlucky expedition againft Pompey, 246. Vain rage a- 
gainft Neptune, 247. Defeated by Pompey, 248. Succefs 
and cowardice, 250, & feq. Depofes Lepidus, 253. In- 
fulted by his foldiers, 254. His reception and honours at 
Rome, 255- Popularity, ib. Chofen tribune for life, ib* 
palls out with Antony, 257. Accufes him to the fenate, 
259. Declares war againft Cleopatra, 264. Reproachful 
letters to Antony, 266. Third confulate, 267. The or- 
der of his fleet, 271. Stupid fupcrftition, ib. [W). Vic- 
tory at Allium, 272, & feq. Settles the affairs of Afta 
Minor, Sec. 277. Treble triumph at Rome, 278. Takes 
the title of emperor, ib. PJis politic government, 279, & 
feq. Artful fpcech to get the fupreme authority, 281. 
Su rnanied Augujlus, 282. His ftrength, policy, lie. 
285, & Icq. Succefs againft the Spaniards, 287. Be- 
comes abfolute monarch, 291. His will and dying behavi- 
our, "295. Unexpected recovery, ib. New a&s of popu- 
larity, 296. New powers, 65V. granted to him, 297. An- 
fwer to the embafiadors of Tiri dates and Pbrabates, ib. 

4 L 2 Rcfufcs 
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Refufes the di&atorfliip, 298. Makes new regulation?, 
2 99> 3°7* Confpiracy againft him, 300. Pafles into 67- 
cily, 301. Into Greece, 303. Succcfs again {f Phrahatei % 
ib. & feq. & (C). Come* to Santos, 305. Recovers fome 
loft enfigns, 306. Returns to Rome and is chofen cenfor, 
307. Reforms the ftate, 31 0. Cowardice, ib. Rejects 
the title of lord, 312. Shameful expedition into Gaul, 314. 
Takes the title of pontifex max. 320. Rerurns to Rot,u y 
lb. Makes fcveral new laws, 321. -Corrects the kalendar, 
322. Funeral honours to Agnppa, 324. Worshipped by 
the Gauls, 326. Makes fome new laws, 331. Inftances 
of his popularity, 332. Third decennial power, ib. Se- 
verity to 'Julia, 340, 354- ' Exhibits magnificent £hows, 
&c. 341* ■ Sends Cuius into the eaft, 342. Letter to him 
on his birth-day, 348. Co nl "p 1 red again ft, 353. Clemen- 
cy to the confpiratort, ib. Appoints Vononei king of Per- 
thia, 355- Speech to the married and unmarried, 362, k 
feq. Lxceftive grief at Varus's defeat, 370. Threatened 
by fundry prodigies, 371, (Z). Letter to the fenate, 377. 
Fourth decennial renewed , 378. Other prodigies preced- 
ing his death, 379. Is taken ill at Naples, 380- Dies at 
No la, 381. Letters to Tiberius, 382, (E). Legacies and 
writings, 384. Funeral honours, 385. Apotheofis, ib. 
Character, 386. Stately buildings, 390, Tub not. Writ- 
ings, &c. 394, Tub not. 

Odryftans revolt and are defeated, 508. 

Oenoauda, whete fituace, 166, (G). • 

Gfilius^s bold fpeech to GStavianus, 254. Privately murder- 
ed, ib. 

Olca>iius'$ .extortions caufe a revolt in Frifta, 559, (K). 
Oppius Caius the biftorian's character, 7, ( E). 

a dutiful fon, amply rcwardeu, 144. 

Gpfius Marc, one of" the betrayers of" Sabinus, 557- 
Uicini, Antonys new fenators, why To called, 81. 
Grojius's anach-ronifm of the great earthquake, 473, (Gj. 
Ojita Rbeni, or mouths of the Rhine* how many, vid. RbJne 9 

453, (Q). 

Ovid writes his ars amandi, 34.2, (I). His fevere banifh- 
■ inent, 372, & (B). Death, 375 in fin. not. & 477. 

P. 

p Aconianus Sext. turns informer, 577. 

Pacorus comes to Bajjus's relief at Apamea, 36. His fuccefs 
in S)ria, 228. 

Pdsdius, 
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Ptrd'miy a toolof Cftavianus, 134., 142. His death, 142, 
Pallas informs' Tiberius ot Scja/.us's treafonabie piactices, 
566. 

Pa t myrtpns outwit Marc Antony 7 * troops , 212. 
pandataria, where fituate, 565. 

Pannonia fubdued by Agrippa, 323. Defcribed, ib, (F). 

Ravaged by Tiberius, 325, 32.7. Revolts, 358. Reduced^ 

362. Afreftl, 365, & feq. 
Pannonian legions rcvolr, 4.08. Quelled by an eclipfc, 417. 
Pan/a, Caius f'tbius,' chofen conful, 99. Piopofal to the 

fen ate, ib. Ill f.iccefs againft Antony, 105. Lair advice 

to iJctavinnui, 108. Sufpefled to be poifoneci by Ocla- 

vian, 109, (P). lutened, 1 10. 
Pantheon at Rome, when and by whom built, 289. Struck 

with lightning, 298." 
Papuan- Poppran law enafleJ, 363. Mitigated by Tiberius^ 

Papias Pompey^s Admiral's fuccefs againft Lcpidus, 247. De- 
feated by Agrippa, 248. 
Papinius kills liimlelt, 596. 

Parthians defeat, Antony" 'a troops, 228. Amufed by Offavia- 

nus, 277 . Their famous cm bally to him, 355 . 

Patara, where fituate, 167, (H). 

Patarans, their m vincible love of liberty, 167. Overcome by 
Brutus's mildnefs, ib, 

Patrce taken- by Agr'tppa y 268. 
Paxea "kills herfelf, 589. 

fent againft the Cheritfci, 439. ' His character, writings, 
&c. ib. (B). • " 

pL'lla Lucius condemned for exrortion, 170. 

Perccnnius raifes a revolt in Hungary, 408. His fpeech tQ 
the mutineers, ib. & ftq. Put to death, 417. 

Pergamcnian library given to Cleopatra, 263. 

Perujia belieged by (ycl avian, 220. Makes a vigorous de- 
fence, 222. Sui rendered, 223. Burnt, 224. 

Perufeans s 300 put to death by USf avian, 223. 

Petrertls goes over to Po/npey, 10. Gratitude to Cafar^ 14. 
Death, 16. 

Pet fortius C. his fuccefs againft Candace, queen of Ethiopia, 

294. Foiccs her to a peace, ib. 
Phstutrus the fahu lift, when he flourifhed, 607, Tub. not. 
Plwrnuces's vaft fuccefs againft the Romans, 2. Defeated 

by Co. 'far, ib. Flies to Si nope, 3. Murdered by Ajan- 

drr, ib, 

Philippi, where, and by whom, built, 175. The firft battle 
of 5 180, £c icq. The frcond, 193. 

Phillippus 
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PhUippus L. Mar. marries the mother of OBavian y 84; 
Whence fu roamed Thurinus, ib, 

Philo ftirs up the Lufitanians againft jF. C<zfar, 47. 

Philologus, whether the betrayer of Cicero, -1 50, fD)„ 

Philotas's account of Antony's extravagance, 226, (D). His 
fophiftry rewarded, 227, not. 

Pblegon's account of a dreadful earthquake, 473, (G). And 
of an eclipfe, 588. 

Pbasbe, Julia's bawd, kills herfelf, 341. Augujius's remark 
on her death, ib. 

Phoenix, the appearance of one in Egypt, 591, (Z). The 
antients opinion of that fabulous bird, ib* 

Pbrabatcs's meflagc to Auguflus, 297. Submits to his con- 
ditions, 303. His motives for it, ib. (C), Submiflion to that 
monarch, 343. 

Pinacles at Rome, what, 57, (B). 

Pifaurum deftroyed by an earthquake, 264, (R). 

Pifidia become a Roman province, 289. 

Pifo Calpum. made depofttary of Caifar* s will, 73. Speech 
to the fen ate, ib. 

Luc. Cclpurn. fuccefs in Thrace, 328- Noble fpeech 
in the fenate, 466. Trial and death, 531, & (V). 
Pifo Cveius's nobie que (Hon to Tiberius, 449. His character 
and fignal pride, 471, & (D). Made governor of Syria y 
471. Behaviour towards the Athenians, 479. Ship- 
wrecked but faved by Germanicus, ib. Inlblent behaviour 
to him, ib. & 484. Sufpe&ed of poifoning him, 484. & 
feq. Letter to Tiberius, 489. Arraigned by VitclUus* 

■ ' Lucius killed in Spain, SA-5' 

the governor of Rome, dies, 581, & (U). 

P/ancina's extract and piide, 472, &z (E). Immodcfr. po- 
pularity, 479. Abandons her hufband, 501. Pardoned 
by Tiberius, 502. Her death, 587. 

PLmcus Afunnt. a friend to Get far, and Antony, III. His 
wary behaviour to the latter, ib. & feq. Goes over to 
him, 1 r4- His triumph, 153- Confulatc, 156. Sent 
to relieve Z«»/«c, 221. Leaves him in the lurch, ib. 
Forced off by OS! avian, 224. Flics to Maccdon, ib. 
Treachery to Antony in difcovcring his will, 262. Wretch- 
ed chnr.icler, lb. ( Qj. Purveyor to the city, and named 
cenfor, 299. 

Players, ftage, their liccntioufnefs fupprc/Ted, 450. Expelled 

rhc empire, 528. 
Plebeians* their treachery to Antsn\ n 26$. 
i J .\' r K.\ti c.:i:.vT.i i.p .1 Jejuni a to Lcpidtts, 

P let! US 
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Plotius condemned by the triumvirs, 14.0. 
Plutarch*, why prejudiced againft CaJJius, 185, (N). 
Polemocratia puts herfelf under Brutus** protection, 125. 
Po lemon made king of Pontus, 318- 

Pollio, Afinius, a friend of Cafar and Antony , ill, 1 12. Goes 
over to the latter, 114. Sent againft Salvidienus, 220. 
Joined by Plancus, ib. Purfued by Oftavius, retires to 
Ahenobarbus, 224. Perfuades him to fubmit to Antony , 229. 
& (F). Frank anfwer to Auguftus, 262. Death, 518. 

Vidius, a cruel upftart, dies, 320. 
Pompeia Macrina banifiied, 584. Her family put to death, 

Pompeii 9 the two fons of Pompey, their fuccefs in Spain, 38, 
Sc feq. 

Pompeius put to death by Tiberius , 582. 

Pompey, Cneius'% fuccefs in Spain , 39, & fcq. Defeated by 
Cafar, 42, & feq. Flight and death, 44, & fcq. 

Sextus's flight into Celtiberia, 46. Oppofes the tri- 
umvirs in Sicily, 207. Hisfhamcful indplence there, 2.24. 
Comes over to Antony, 230. Interview with him and the 
triumvirs, 234- Concludes a treaty with them, ib. & fcq. 
Generous anfwer to Menas, 236. Returns to Sicily, 237. 
Elated with his fuccefs, 247. Reduces Oclavian to great 
ftraights, 249. Total defeat at fca, 251. Quits Sicily* 
252. His laft efforts in Ajia defeated, 256. Death, ib. 
Pompey's theatre burnt and rebuilt, 517. 
Pomponius's ftratagem to fave himfelf, 146- 
■ — Secundus imprifoned, 573. 

Pontifex Maximus forbid to affift at funerals, 440, (E). 

a title afliimed by the Roman emperors, 320. 
Firft rejected by Gratiav, ib. 
Pontius Pilate's account of Cbriji's crucifixion, 594. 

Fregellanus degraded, 596. 
Pont us Polc?jiaicus whence fo called, 319. 
Pop Hi us his ingratitude to Cicero, 149. 

Portia's furprifing courage and conftancy, 59, 60, & (C\ 
Dread for Brutus, 60. Sorrowful parting horn him, I2J ? 
& (S). Death, 205. 
Porus's pompous embafly to AugtiJIus 305. 
Pojlbumius put to death by Antony, 269. 
Prafeftus Vigilum,*K. Rome, his office, 255. 
Cajlvorum, what 412, Q^)* 

• Prcctnrii, 414, (B). 

Mrarii Mi li tar is, 451, (I) . 
Pratorium among the Romans, what, 4^, (R). 
Prators, their number augmented by C&jlir, 51. 

Pvemnh 
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Premnis taken by Petronius* 294- 

PrJ.j'ti of Jupiter* not differed to leave Rome* 514. 
PrihC'pes 'J'uvefrt titis* via. Youths, 336, (C ). 
Pi ijw.s in 1 he Roman camp, how. 4J2, (W). 
Prhjtitufes at Rome* laws againf!, 403. 

Provinces^ Roman* divided into impel ul and fenaiorial, 282 

H»»w gt.vemed, 283. 
PJelcha* wl ere in u ate, 294. Taken by P^/rw/wx, 
/^///", a kind of" fnuke doctor, 8, (F). 
PjyJ-*e\ intrigue with voung Cute merrily punned, 25. 
Ptolerny* the Ton of Cleopatra* maoe king or Pbaenice* 259, 
king or* Mauritania* complimented by Tiberius* 

Pu: itcoLa Gell. one of the commanders at Aftium for Antony* 

271. His condudt there, 272. 
PutAius a Syrian pantomime, 31, (P). 

. Marc. an. aftrologer put to death, 465. 

Puiio a German of extraordinary Itrength, 361. 
Py/ades's bold fpcech to Augujius* 313. 

QUadi* where fituate, 482. (O). 
Quadratus Sehts's arraignment, 579. 

Qiceftors their number augmented by Cafar* 51 . Their 

power inlargcd, 331. 
QfuinSlilian reproved by Tiberius* 581, & feq. 
Quin£tius* an officer of Dolabella* • betrays Laodicea* 131. 
£htintilius Varus dies by the hands of his freed men to avoid 

08 avian** cruelty, 206. 
6>uivtu$ Pedius* one of Cafar' 's heirs, 74. 

Veranius made governor of Capjadpcia* 480. 

j^amtus Servo: us governor of Comagene* 480, Saves himfelf 

by informing, 579. 
Sfuirinius Publ. chofen governor to Cuius* 345. Good offices 
to Tiberius* ibid. & 348. Sent governor of Jud&a* 360. 
Intercedes in vain tor L / £0 , 464- Sues the divorced Z,*- 
fhlaU'T adulter)', 504. His death and public funeral, 510- 

CluiaCtel, /£. 

R. 

J? Egulus P. M. appointed to try Sejanus* 570. Condemn* 

him, 572. 

Rejiio laved by his generous flave, 145, & icq. 

Rbceti, 
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Rhmtty where fituate, 314, (E). Dreadful irruption into 

Italy 1 ib. & feq. Defeated by Lhnjus? 317. 
Rbartia defer i bed, 316, fub not. 
Rhcetinu/n, the dreadful fiege of, 364, Sc feq. 
Rhamanites? where fituate, 292. 

Rhafcupolis? king of Thrace? joins Brutus and CaJJius^ 173. 
Condu&s them to Philippic 174. Forfakes Brutus for 

not fighting, 188. 
Rhafcuporis friend to the Romans? 327 . 
■ defeated and killed, 

Rhemetalces defeated, 328. Befi eged by the Odryfwns, 508. 
Rbefcuporis over-readied by Tiberius , 482, & (P). His 

death, 483. 

Rhine? river, its three oftia or mouths, 453, (Qj- 

Rhodes taken and plundered by Cujjius? 102. 

Rhodians? their haughty embafly to Cnjfius? 160. Twofold 

defeat at fea, 162. Severity to them from Cajjius highly 

recompenfed by Antony? 212. 
Rhymetalces defeats the two Batos? 360. 

Roman empire, the beginning of, 282. Its extent, revenue, 

&c. 283. Strength, 285. 
R§mans degenerate under Auguftus 283. 

Rome? its confufuni at Ctrfar's death, 66. In a new civil 
war, 96, & feq. Diftra&ion under a new triumvirate, 
I 34, & feq. In flames and confufion, 141, & feq. And 
flaughter, 143, & feq. Groans under the triumvirs, ib. 
& feq. Divided into two factions, 2 18. Suffers a frefh 
famine, 233. Greatly inriched by Augujlus? 281. A new 
cenfus taken, 280, Sc(Y). Its joy at Augujlus' <> recovery, 
296. Depopulated by peftilence and famine, 299. As ap- 
pears by a new cenfus, 333. Deftroyed by fire, 335. Di- 
vided into wards, ib. Onderanew famine, 355. A new 
cenfus attended with many prodigies, 378. In d^ep mourn- 
ing for Germanicus? 488. 

Rojlral crown among the Romans? what, 252. 

Rouille? father, his partiality animadverted, 137, &6o8,in 
fin. not. 

Ruhr i us accufed of treafon, 548. 

Rufilla Annia's forgery and pun i(h men t, 507, 508. 

Rufus Pet Hi us the betrayer of Sahinus? 557. 

Rufus Trcbcllienus made governor of Thrace? 483. 

Ru/licus's unexpectedly mild advice to the fenate, 564. 

Rutilius Trebeilunus? put to death, 591. 
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S. 

Qrfbinus fent to fupprefs the robbers about Rome, 2:55. 

„ Pop. fuccefs in 1 brace, 545. His death and cha- 
racter, 593. 

< Tit i us accufed of treafon, 557- His death, 558, 

Sabus, king of Arabia Felix, invaded by Gal/us, 292. Aban- 
dons his metropolis, ib* 
Sacculio, a fnarling buffoon, put to death, 190. 
Sacerdos, Graf.dius, banifbed, 596. 

Sacra-jir raifes a revolt itiGaul, 508. His defeat and defpe- 

rate end, 500. 
galajfi fubdued by Varro, 288, 
Saltan hymns, what, 490, (W). 

Salluji, the hittorian, fent againft the tenth legion, 10. Repulf- 
ed, ib. Appointed to govern Numidia and Mauritania as 
proconful, 25. To govern Numidia again, 34. 

— — — » Sallujiius, Crifpus, privy to jfgrippa's murder, 397, 
His extract and character, ib. (G). Over-reaches the fham 
A 'grip pa, 468. 

Salona, where fituate, 359, (W), Befieged by Bato, 

. 359' 

Eaiorunus jf/inius's death, 518. 

Salvianus, Calpurn, an informer, baniflied, 538. 

Sahidienus comes to Oelavian's- fuccour, 220. Greatly har- 
rafled by Lucius, ib. & feq. Betrayed by Antony, to whom 
he offers his foivice, 232. His death and extract, ibid. 

&(i). 

Samiarius, the bloody executioner of Trebonius, 10 1. 

Santos made free by Augnftus, 306. 

Sanctuaries, Roman, the number of, leftened, 514. 

SaragoJJa-. by whom built, 288. 

Satirical libels foibid by Oftavian 9 377- 

Saturninus chofcn conful, 305. Made governor of Syria, 
350, (O). CommanJs under Tiberius , 354 Sent againft 

tlie Marcotnanni, 3S7- 
S&xa defeated and killed, 228. 

Scapula endeavours to defend Cordub(J againft Cajar, 46. Dif- 

appointed, kills himfclf, ib. 
Scarlet coat of arms, the Roman fign of battle, 17. 
Scaur us Aunncrcus difcarded by Tiberius, 400. 
— /E mill us kills himfclf 589. 

Scipioj 
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Scipio general of the Pompeii, kills himfelf, 26. 
- P. Cornel, chofen conful, 313. 

Scots unconquercd by the Romans* 293. 
Scribania divorced by Ofiavian* 24.1, & (N). 
Scribonius feizes Dynamis's kingdom, 318. Put to death, 
ibid, 

Sylaceum retaken from Pompey* 247. 
Secundus Satr, a tool of Sejanus, 536. 

Segejies* a friend to the Romans* 435. Speech to Germanis- 
ms* 438. 

Segimundus* how received by Germanicus 436, (Y). 
Sejanus made governor of young Drufus* 414, 415- III 
offices to Agrippina, 445. Great fway, 505. Statue fct 
up in the theatre, 517. Dcfcent, character, and views, 
519, & icq. Attempt agamft Drufus* 522, & feq. A- 
gainit. the fons of Germanicus* 527, 530. Petitions to 
marry Livia y 541. Perfuades Tiberius to retire, 54.3. 
Hatches jigrippina's ruin, 546. And that of her two 
funs, 552. His arrogance, 560, 568. Bold letter to the 
fen ate, 564. Honours deereed to him* 566. Chofen 
conful, 567, (O), Over-reached by Tiberius* 567, & 
feq. Abandoned by his creatures, 571. Imprifoned, 572. 
Put to death, it. With his children, 574. 

— . L. affronting behaviour to Tiberius* 580. 

Seius the father of Sejanus* his original, 519, & feq. 
Scmpronius Gracchus debauches Julia* 405. His baniQiment 

and death, 406. 
Senate, Roman* affronted by Ctefar* 51. Divided on occa-* 
lion of his death, 70, &: feq. Proclaim a general amncfty 
to the confpirators, 7 1 . Bafe fubmiflion to Ocl avian* 136. 
And flattery to him, 254, & feq. How regulated by him, 
a8o, & feq. Heap new titles and honours on him, 281, 
286. And larger power, 289, 291, 297. Reformed by 
him, 3J0. Regulated afrelh, 331. Recommended to 77- 
berius* 377. Flattery to him, 398, & feq. Highly re- 
fpecled by him, 432. Bafe flavcry to him, 465. Honours 
to Germanicus* 490. Grofs flattery to Tiberius* 513- To 
Sejanus* 566. 

Senators* number incrcafed to nine hundred, 51. Three hun- 
dred peofcribed* 143. 
Sept 1 mi us* a centurion, infuhed by his foldiers, 420- 
S erenus Vih. vid. Vibius, 528. 

Sens* the fame with the Chinefe* 290, (B), Send an embnffy 

to Augujlus* 291. 
Serviiia divorced by Oolavian* 140, (A). 

4 M % Servilittt 
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Scrvilius* Sentius. defeats and takes Pifo prifoner, 490. 
Seruius Maluginenfis fucceeded by his fon, as Fiamen Dialis* 
529- 

Scjtiu* P. receives the fafces from AuguftuSy 297. 

1 Caius, a degenerate fenator, 579. 

Sextus Pompey's grand fon chofen conful, 378. Swears alle- 
giance to Tiberius* 398. 

Sibylline books purged by Augujius*- 312. A new one pro- 
poled by GaUus* 582, (W). 

Siuimhri defeated by Drufus* 327. 

Sigirnerus well received by GermanicuSy 445. 

Silanus Jul. chofen conful, 312. 

Caius's trial and banilhment for extortion, 412, 

Si Hits'* trial* 530, (X). Death, 531. 

6V//, when fir it brought into Europe* 290, (BJ. A law made 
ag^init mens wearing it, ib. in fin. not. 

Silvanus Plautus kills his wife, 532. Prevents his condem- 
nation by a voluntary death, ib. 

Sirti*ium beiieged by the Pannonians* 359. The metropolis 
of that country* ib. (U). 

SirpicuSy the centurion, whence fo called, 414, (ZJ. 
Sitius's eminent ferviccs to J. Cafar* 26. Rewarded by 
him, ib. 

Slaves, the generofity of fome who fave their mafters, 145, 
149. Their oaths how admitted in courts, 332. 

Smyrneans build a temple to Tiberius, 529. Their conteft 
with ten other cities about it, 547, (F). 

Soldiers y Romany their pay, iffc. 4C9, (R). 

Solvdy the metropolis of Nor i cum A/edit err an. 317, in fin. 
not. 

Sojiusy the conful, retires to Af. Antony, 261. Defeated and 

killed at Act i urn by A grip pay 268. 
Spaniards declare for the Pompeii * 38. Subdued by Augujlus* 

287, 

Sptlum<£ among the Romans in great ufe, 551, (B). 

Spurina, the augur's warning to Cafar* 57. 

Statiliusy a young Roman's bravery, 20, (H). His death 
prevented, 25, 55. Declines to engage in the confpiracy 
againir. Cafar* 56- Slain at the battle of Philippic 196. 

Taurus lands in Sicily* 246. Chofen conful, 

286. 

Statues*- how, and to whom, creeled, 491, fZ). 
— — of emperors become fandhiaries, 507. 
Stephanie whipped out of Rome* 313. 

Stertinius*^ 
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Stcrtinius's fuccefs againft. the BruSferi, 4jgi Sent againft 

Arminius, 455. r\gainft the Cherufci y 458. 

Strata d if patches the brave Brutus, 197. 
Strymdn, river, the boundary of Macedon, 175. 
Sutrium talce by V, Agrippa, 220. 
Sylla, Faujlus, Pornpey's fon-in-law, defeated, 26* 
SyUarus's treachery to ALlius Gallus, 292. 
Syllanus retires from M. Antony , 264. 
Symbolon, the llraights of, where, 174. 
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Acfarinas raifes a revolt in Africa, 477. Defeated by 
Fur i us Camillas, ib. By Apronius, 504. Bold em- 
bafTy to Tiberius, 518. Defeated by Blafus, narrowly ef* 
capes, ib. Defeated by Dolabella, and killed, 533. 
Tacitus the hiftorian's character of Auguftus? 387, fF). 
Ta go ni us GalL his flattery to liberius, 577. 
Tanfana, the temple of, deftroyed, 429. Whence that dei- 
ty is fo called, ib. (P . 
larfenfes heavily fined by Cajfius, 157. 
Taverns fuj>pre/Ted by Tiberius, 433. 

Temples at Rome, how built in honour of the Roman empe- 
rors, 539, (C). 

Ten&eri defeated by Drufus, 326. 

Terentia, Maecenas 's wife's intrigue with Augujlus, 313. 
Terentius,Marc. accufed as a friend to Sejanus, 579. His no- 
ble defence before the fenate, ib. Abfolved, 580. 
Teutoburgium, the foreft of, where fituate, 439. 
Thapfus, the battle of, 16. 

'Theatres at Rome divided into factions, 408, (P). Regula- 
ted, 450. 

Thebes ft ripped by C. G alius , 289. 

Thetdorus betrays Antony's fon to Oftavian, 277. 

Thoranius facriticed by the triumvirs, 140- 

Th radons their court try wafted by Vologe[es, 327. 

Thrafyllus, a famed attrologcr, beloved by Tiberius, 348. 
Deceives him, 597, (D). His death, works, and character, 
607, fub not. 

Thufneldis carried off by Arminius, 4.35. Her fingular bra- 
very, 437, & feq. Delivery, 438. 
Tiber overflows part of Rome* 593. 

Tiberius Claud. Niro's ill fuccefs in Campania, 225. Flight 
into Sicily, ib. & feq. Returns to Rome, 237. ReligiH 
his wife to 0 it avian, 243. 
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Augu/ius's fon-in law, his cruelty to the AJlures, &c- 
287 . Made quaeftor, 291. Succefs againft the Germans , 
317. Succeeds Agrtppa, as adjutor to Augujius, 325- 
M arries the infamous Julia, ib. Reduces the panno- 
mans, ib. 6c 327. Sends Drufus's letter to Augujius, 329. 
Scut againft the Germans, 333. Triumphs over them, 
335- Sudden tetreat to Rhodes , 336. Behaviour there, 
33^. Refuted to return, 339. Divorces Julia, 341 • 
Letters to Auguftus, 344. Returns to Rome, 348. Adopt- 
ed by Augujius, 352- Succefs againft the Germans, 354* 
355. Slow expedition againft the Marcomanni, 257- J ea ~ 
loufy of* Germanicus, 358, Sc feq. Surprifed by the £W- 
mattans, 366. Triumphs over them, 367, 371. His 
^reat rife, 367. Quinquennial tribunefhip renewed, 378. 
Recalled from Illyricum, 380. Affifls at Augujtus's laft 
moments, ib. &c feq. Declared his fucceflbr, 382. The 
motives of it, ib. (E). Murders young Agrippa, 388, 
397, fHj. Declared emperor, 398. His extract, 401, 
(L ). Where born, 403, fub not. Ingratitude to his mo- 
ther, 405. Cruelty to Julia, 405, fMj. Letter to the 
revolted legions, 415- Jealoufy of Germanicus, 431- Sig- 
nal modefly, ib. & feq. Refpecl: for the fenate and con- 
fute, 432. Reformation, 433. Jealoufy of Agrippina, 
445. Affected popularity, 446. Revives the law of ma- 
jetty, 447. Severely lampooned, ib. (H). Over-reaches 
the veteians, 45 1. Saluted emperor by Germanicus, 458- 
Grows fufpicious of him, 461. Treachery to Li bo, 462* 
Reception of Germanicus* 469. Treachery to Archelaus, 
470. Liberality to twelve ruined cities, 474. Genero- 
fxty to that of Rome, 495 Edict againft mourning for 
Germanicus, 498. .Speech to the fenate about Pifo*s trial, 
499. Partiality to Piancina and her family* 502. Fourth 
con fu late, 505. Goes into Campania, ib. Excufe for 
not going againft the Germans, 510. His law for repriev- 
ing condemned criminals ten days, 511, (H). Let- 
ter againft the fuppreflion of luxury, 513. Diffimulation to 
Livia, 514. Returns to Rome, ib. Speech in favour 
of young Drufus, 523. On the greatnefs of his army, 
&c. 523, (S). Why nicknamed Callipedes, 524, in fin. 
not. Honoured with a temple, 529. Singular knowledge 

of mankind, 535. Anfwcr about building temples to him, 
539, & feq. To Sejanus's petition, 541, & feq. Grows 
moie fufpicious of Agrippina, 546. Eleven cities contend 
which fhall build him a temple, 547, (F). Retires from 
Rome, 548. His motives for it, ib. (Gj. His life faved 

by 
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by Sejanus, 552. Grows fufpicious and cruel, ib. & feq. 
And yet generous, 554, & (F). Reiires into Cup'ea?, 
555. Letter to the fen ate on the execution of Sahinus, 
55S. Hatred and ingratitude to his mother* 562. Letters 
againft Agrippina arid Nero, 563. Cruel ufage of them, 
565. Informed of Sejanus's deligns, 566- Letter to the 
fenate againft him, 569* Butchers all hla friends, 573- 
Ofcher cruelties, 575. His dreadful condition, 578, ( t). 
Makes him murder all his old friends, 580. Makes a 
{ham approach towards Rome, 583. Seizes on Marius's 
eftate, 584. His bafenefs and cruelty , ib. & feq. His 
mean behaviour to Drufus, 585, Sc feq. Generofity to 
fome Roman fufferers, 593. Public buildings, 594, (Bj, 
Taken ill out of Caprca, 595* & (C). Deceived by an 
aftrologer, 5979 & fDj. How and whether he fettled the 
fucceflion, 599* & feq. Foretels Gemellus and Caligula 9 % 
deaths, 601. Stifled by Macro, 602. Burial, 603. Cha- 
racter, 604, & (F). 

Gemellus Nero, whether named to fuccecd his grand- 



father, 598, & feq 
Tigranes crowned by Tiberius, 304. By Caius, 345. Put 

to death by Tiberius, 593. 
Tiri dates comes to Rome, 297. 

Titinius, Caffius*s friend, the unfortunate caufe of his death, 

183. Kills himfelf, /*. 

Titius, Marc, defeats young Pompey in AJia, 256. Murders 
him, and is hated by the Romans, ib. Made conful, 267. 
Tomos, metropolis of Lower Maefta, 37 2, 
Torquatus fent againft Antony, 1 09. 

Torync furprifed by Oft avian, 267- Cleopatra 9 s pun upon it, 

ib. (T).' 

Tracondimotus folio wi^^/z tony, 267. Defeated and» killed, 
268. 

Treacle, by whom invented, 293. 

Treafan, high, vid. fub Majefty, 447. 

Treafury, Roman, their decrees preferved in s 5ii»(Hj. 

Trebonius, Caius, one of Carfar's confpirators, 55. Amuf« 
M. Antony, 63, & (D). Trcacheroufty murdered by Do- 
labella, ioj, &c (N). His character, 102. Reception of, 
Cajjius, 128, 

Tribunals, how raifed among the Romans, 410, (S). 

Trio, Fulcin. put to death, 591. His fatire againft Tilerius 

read in the fenate, 592. 
Triumphs forbid by Augujlus, 325, 327. 

Triuniviraic , 
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Triumvirate, the fecond, 138, Sc (eq. Their firft edi&, 
141. Butcheries, ib. & feq. Extortions and cruelties, 
153, S#feq. Their army in great diftrefs, 176. In greater 
afcer the battle of Philippic 187. Defeated at tea, ib. 
Victory over the republicans, 193. Cruelty to them, 204- 

Triunruiri monetales* their office, 3^9* {!)• 

Tubantes* where fituate, 4^0, f Rj- Defeated by Germani- 
cus, 430. 

Tubero* Seius's fuccefs againft the Germans* 459. Accufed of 
treafbn, but acquitted, 534. 

Tullius* M. Cicero's Ton's iriendfhip to Brutus* 123. Over- 
throws Casus An ton i us, 126. Returna to Rome, 237. 

Tioma* among the Romans, how compofed,. 428, (N)- 

Turcnii defeated by the Romans, 509- 

Tyre held agafnfr the Romans, 228. 

Valerius Maximus* an account of his writings, fefV. 6069 
not. 

Junius driven from his kingdpm, 482. 

Varro put to death by Antony* 206. 

r Terent. fent againft the Salajft* 286. 

Yaruty £)uintil 9 s extortions in Gtrmany* 367. Defeated, 369. 
His death, ib. Buried fix years after, 440. His monu- 
ment demolifbed by the Germans* 453. Standard recover- 
ed from them, 461. 

accufed of treafon, 555, (G). 

Ubii* where fituate, 4.18, (Dj. Their altar to Augujius* 
423, (K). 

YelUius* Qaius* kills himfelf to avoid the cruelty of Oft 'avian* 

« Patereulus's fbameful partiality againft Pbmpey* 236. 

Follows Tiberius into Germany* 54. An account of him 

and his writings 605, (G). *^ 

Pub/ius's great fuccefs in Thrace, 508. 

^entidius P. raifes forces for Antony, 103. Made con fur, 

j 42, & (B). Succeis in Partbia* 238. Difmiffed by 

Antony, 239- 
Vercingetorix led in triumph by Ccefar* 29. 
Vejials their feat at the theatre, 529. 

Vejiilius kills himfelf, 580, 

Vejiilla fignal impudence, 493. IJanifhmenr, ib* 

Vetera, the old camp, where fituate, 426, (L). 

Veterans regulated by Augujius* 321. Who were properly 

fuch, 409, ( Q_)- Revolt in Pannonia* 408, & feq. 

And in Germany* 418. Quelled and difcharged by Ger- 
manic us 
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manicus^ 4.22. Whence called Vexillarii, ib. (G). Re- 
volt afrefh, 4.26. Appeafed by Germanicus, 427. Out- 
witted by Tiberius, 451. 

Vetienus Montanus banifhed, 544., & (E). 

Vetus acquitted of adultery, 508. Banilhcd for treafon, ib. 

Vibius Serenus, 528- Re-accufcd by his fon, 533, 534> & 
(A). Banifhed, 535. 

a noted informer, 539- 

Vibulenus's mutinous fpeech to his genera], 413. Put to death, 

Vindelicia Defcribed, 314, (E). Subdued by Tiber jus, 317. 
Vinicius M. chofen conful, 565. Marriage with "Julia, 

Virgil's narrow efcape, 216. Goes to Rome, ib. His death, 

monument, Sec. 306, 307, Sc (D). 
V xrginity how far encouraged by OSIavian, 364. 
Virgins not to be executed before deflowered, 574, & ( Q^). 
Vipfania dies a natural death, 503, Sc (Fj. 
Vitellius's difmal journey down the Amijia, 445. Arraign- 
ment of Pifo, 499. Rewarded by the fenatcr, 503. 
Publius's arraignment and death, 573- 

• L. chofen conful, 589. Sent into Syria , 590. 

Vitia barbaroufly executed, 581. 
XJlla befieged by Cn. Pompeius, 39. 

Voconian law, what, 363, (X). Abrogated, by Augujlus, 

3 6 3- 

Volegefes y s fuccefs in Thrace, 327. 

Volumnius, a biting buffoon, put to death, 190. 

the hiftorian's account of Brutus, 191. 

Vonones made king of Parthia, 355. D^pofed 471. Sent 
to PompeitpoUs, 481. Endeavouring to efcape is llain, 483, 

& (r;. 

Urgulania caft by the brave Pifo, 466, 467, Sc (A). 
Urfaon taken by Ctejar, 48. 

Ujipetes defeated by Drufus, 326. By Germanicus, 430. 
Vtica defended by Cato, 17. Her grief for his diuui, 24. 

Surrendered to Cerjar, ib. Si feq. 
Vuljlniiy a city in Etruria, 519, (Pj. 
Vtdturs appear at Augujius\ initallaiion, 119- 

W. 

Omen's inheritance confined by the Voconian law, 363 (X) . 

German, their bravery, 437, (Z). 
Writing (hort-hand, by whom invented, 334. 
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X Ant hi an s brave defence againft the Romans, 164, & feq, 
Betrayed by the Oenoandes, 166- Their defpe rate end. 
ib. & feq. Dreadful inftances of their love of liberty, ib. 
5c feq. Favoured by M, Antony 212. 
Xanthus, metropolis of Lycia, 164, (F). Befieged by Bru- 
tus, 164. Burnt by its inhabitants, 166. 

Y. 

YOuthz, prince of the Roman, his dignity, office, &C. 336, 
(G). 

Z. 

ZArmar, a gymnofophift, burns himfelf, 306. 
Zeno crowned king of Armenia, 480. 
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CHAP. XVH. 

Continuation of the hijlory of Rome, from the 
perfect jettleme?it of the Roman empire to the 
death of Nero, the lafi of the family of the 
Cselars. 



AS Caim^ furnamed Caligula (H), was greatly be-CahisCa- 
ioved both by the fenate and people, on account of ligula Cas- 
the extraordinary merit of his father Germa-nicus^ and far declar- 
the injuries done to him and his family, news was no ed emperor 
fooner brought that he was advancing from Mifetmm with the *»i*bfuU 
corpfe of the deceafed emperor, than perfons of all ranks and P Qtwer \ 

ages 

CH) CaiitSy fays Tacitus, was born in the camp, nurfed in the 
arms of the legions, and by them named Caligula, a military name, 
from the boots, which, of the fame fafliion with their own, in 
compliment to them and to win their affections, he frequently 
wore (i). The furname of Caligula, fays Suetonius (2), was given 
him in the camp by the legions, becaufe he was brought up amongft 
them in the habit of a common foldier; in virtue of which educa- 
tion he was to fuch a degree beloved by them, that upon a mutiny 
after the death of Auguflus^ his prefence appeafed them, when m 
the height of their fury. Thus Tacitus and Suetonius agree as to the 
origin of the furname of Caligula; but they differ as to the place of 
his birth. Cairn (leefar, fays Suetonius (3), was born the laft day of 
Jluguft^ his father and C Font dm C a pi to being confuls, that is, tha 
twelfth year of the common chriftian arra. As to the place of hia 
birth, continues the fame writer, the divcrfity of reports hath ren- 
dered it uncertain : Ctt. Lmtulits Getulicus writes, that he was bom 
at Tibur, now Timoli ; Pliny in the country of the Trcviri in a town 

(O Tacit . annul. /. i. c. 41 . (2) Suet* c. g. (3) ldcm % c 8. 
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*gcs crouded out to meet him. At his entrance into the city 
he was received with new names of honour and all poflible de- 

monftrations of real affection. The fenate immediately aflcm- 

bled, 

called Ambitarinum, at the confluence of the Rhine and the Mofelle ; 
and, to confirm his opinion, he adds, that there are Rill altars to be 
feen there with this inscription; Ob Acripfin/f Puerpekium, 
for the delivery of Agrippina : the following verfes likewife enforce 
the common opinion, that he was born in the place where die le- 
gions were at that time in their winter-quarters : 

In caftris natus, patriis nutritus in ar/nis 9 
Jam dejignati principis omen erat. 

But I find amongft tie public records, that he was born at Ant turn. 
Pliny refutes Getulicus as one who did not fcruple to depart from 
truth, that he might flatter a young and ambitious prince by align- 
ing him for his birth-place, a town which was confecrated to Her- 
cules. This he could do the more boldly, as Agrippina had been 
delivered of a fon at Tibur but a year before, whole name was like- 
-wife Cat' us C<efar. As for Pliny \ he is fufficiently confuted by the 
computation of times: for thofe who have written the hiftory of 
Augufus affure us, that Caius was born before his father G. r manic us 
was fent into Gaul, after his confulfhip was expired. Neither is 
the infeription upon the altars of any weight, feeing Agrippina was 
delivered of two daughters in that country ; and the word Puerpe- 
rium may be underftood of either fex. Befides, in former times, 
girls were called Puer<c 9 and boys Puelli. There is alfo flill extant 
an epiflle from Augujlus to his grand- daughter Agrippina, written 
not many months before his death, concerning this Caius, for there 
was no other child then of this name, in thefe words: Yifttrday I 
ordered Talari us and Afellus to bring little Caius hither, if it pleafe 
the gods, on the feventeenth of May. I fend with him one of my 
phyfeians, whom, as I have written to Germanicus, he may keep 
ivith him, if he thinks good. Far ewe I, my dear Agrippina ; take 
care of your health, that you may he well when you meet your Lujband. 

From this letter it is evident, that Cuius was at this time in Italy 5 
and he could not be born in a country, into which he was conveyed 
from Rome, when he was near two years old. This evidence con- 
futes alfo the verfes, the more becaufe the author was never known. 
It therefore remains, that we accjuiefce in the tettimony of the 
public records ; the rather becauie Caius preferred Ant i urn to all 
other places, nay, being weary of Rome, he is faid to have rcfolvcd 
to remove his imperial feat thither. Thus fur Suetonius (4), whofc 
arguments, in the opinion of Lipfius, carry no great weight with 
them. Were Tacitus and Pliny ignorant of what was contained in 
the public acls ? Can we fuppofe, that fuch an accurate writer as 
Tacitus would have pofitively affirmed, without confulting die public 
records, that Caius was born in the camp ? Germanicus, as it is 



(4J Idc/n, c. 8. 
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bled, and, the people thronging into the hall with the fenators, 
he was by univerfal confent declared emperor with full power, 
contrary to the exprefs will of Tiberius, who had left him co- 
heir with his grandfon Tiberius^ then under age and in his pra?- 
texta. The joy for his acceflion to the imperial throne was not 
confined to the narrow bounds of Rome and Italy 9 but reached 
the moft diftant provinces ; infomuch, that in the fpace of 
three months a hundred and fixty thoufand victims were (lain 
on that occafion within the limits of the empire*. He had no 
fooner paid his laft duty to the remains of his grandfather, than 
he haflcncd into the iflands of Pandataria and Pontia, where he jj 0//ourf 
gathered with great reverence the bones and allies of his mo- t be memory 
ther and brother Nero 9 brought them to Rome* and caufed of his mo- 
them to be depofited with extraordinary pomp in the maufo- ther and 
leum of Augujlus** The inferiptions which he placed over brothers, 

a Dio. 1. lix. p. 640 — 644. Suet, in Calig. c. 14. b Dio. 
p. 642. Suet, c. 14. 

agreed on all hands, was fent into Germany immediately after the 
(laughter of Varus and his legions, and continued there till his con- 
fulfhip, when he left Germany and returned to Rome ; but we are 
no-where told, that his wife Agrippina accompanied him in that 
journey. She was perhaps then big with Cains, remained on that 
account in Germany , and was there delivered of him during her 
hufband's confulfhip. There appears at leaft in this no incongruity, 
no improbability. As to the public regifters, perhaps another fon, 
bearing the fame name, was born to them ixAntium ; for they had 
in all nine children, of whom three died infants. The furname of 
Caligula, which was given to this Cains by the legions fome time 
after his birth, was not, we imagine, added to his name in the 
regillers : Suetonius therefore might have miftaken another Caius for 
this. But he could not be born in a country, into which he was 
conveyed from Rome, when he was two years old. Why not? 
Might not Agrippina have been delivered of Cains in Germany, 
then come to Rows, and afterwards return to Germany ? We are 
furprifed that Suetonius mould lay any ftrefs on fo weak an argu- 
ment. Caius, 'tis true, preferred Antium to all other places, as 
Tiberius did Caprea, and Augujius Tibur and Lanwvium ; but no 
one ever pretended to infer from thence, that they were born in, 
either of thefe places. Whoever was the author of the above- 
mentioned verfes, they were publifhed upon Caius'** acceffion to 
the empire ; and we can hardly perfuade ourfelves, that the place of 
his nativity was not then known at leal* to every Roman. Upon the 
whole, we cannot help preferring to the authority of Suetonius that 

of Tacitus, fupportcd by the teftimonips of Pliny, Atbenteus, and 
Sex t us Victor ( 5 ) . 

(5) Vide Lip. in exeur. in /jb. i. annaL 
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them are dill to be feen c ; and from the medals of slgrippina^ 
which have reached us d , it appears, that he difrmguifhed her 
with the title of /lugujla. All the decrees of the fenate enacted 
againfr. them, and againfr. Drufut, who died at Rome, were an- 
nulled 0 ; nay, a ftately villa, on the fea-Ude, where Jgrippina 
had for fome time been kept under confinement, was levelled 
with the ground, that no monuments might remain of her 
misfortunes r . Public facrifices were at his motion appointed 
by the fenate to be yearly offered to perpetuate their memory; 
folemn games in the circus, and chariot-races, were inltituted 
in honour of his mother, in which her image was to he carried 
amongfr. thofe of the gods ; and the month of September was 
by a decree of the fenate to be thenceforth called by the name 
of his father Gcrmanicus. Having thus fignalifed his piety to- 
wards his father, his mother, and his brothers, he honoured 
H'slo've to his grandmother Anto7ua with the name of lugujla, appointed 
his grand- her prieftefs of Jlugujlus^ granted her all the privileges enjoyed 
mother and DV tne veftals, and all the marks of diftincEtion which had ever 
feftcrs* been conferred upon Livia^ either by Augujius or Tiberius s. 

The privileges of the veftals he likewife granted to his fifters, 
Agrippina^ Drufilla^ and Livilla or 'Julia (I), and ordained 
that their names fhrould be added to his in all folemn oaths, 
with this claufes Neither am I dearer to myfclf, nor are my 
children dearer to mc, than Caius Csefar and his ftjlers ; and to 
all the public a£h the following form was ordered to be pre- 
fixed ; May it prove fortunate and happy to Caius Crefar and his 
Jijlers h . AH the papers, regifters, and records, which Tihe- 
rius had left relatingto the proceedings againfl: his mother and 
brothers, he caufed to be brought publicly into the forum, and 
there to be committed to the flames in his prcfence, after hav- 
ing folemnly called the gods to witnefs, that he had never read, 
nor even opened, them. This he did, as he then declared, 
that no room might be left for fear or apprehcnfions in thofe 
who had been the occaiion of the misfortunes which befel them *. 
However, as they were all afterwards to a man cut off under 

c G rut! - n . p. 257. d Sr amh. L vii. p. 612. e Dio. 
ibid. f Senec. de ira, 1. iv. c. 21. s D10. p, 641* 646. 
SuiiT. c. 15. h Suet. c. 15. Dio. ibid. 1 Idem, ibid. 

(I) Caius had, according to Suetonius , but three filters, slgrip- 
pina t DruJiiLt % and Lii'ilia j fo that Livilla anil Julia mull be 
one and the fame pcrfon. Jtdia was the youngelt of Germnnicus^s 
daughters, born in the fcvcntccnth year of the chriitian a:ra, and 
in the thirty- third married to Marcus Vinicius (6). 

I 

(6) Tacit, annul, J, ii. r. 54. Gf A vi.r, 15. 

the 
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the imputation of various crimes, it was commonly believed, 
that he had burnt only the copies, and preferve&the originals k - 
The very dav he made his entry into Rome, he was for fetting Sets at li- 
at liberty Agrippa, the grandfon of king Herod, whom Tibe- & e ';*y A ~ 
rius had confined fix months before. But his grandmother An- gnppaaaJ 
tonia, though a great friend to Agrippa 9 advifed him to fufpend aU fi at *~ 
for fome time the effects of his good-nature, left he fhould P ri J otters * 
feem to infult the memory of his grandfather l . However, he 
was releafed a few days after, as were likewife all the other 
ftate prifoners, and among the reft L. Pompom us Secundus, of 
whom we have fpoken above, after feven years clofe confine- 
ment. Such as had been banifhed by Tiberius were all recalled 
home, which occafioned an univerfal joy in the city. But no- 
tiling gave greater fatisfadtion both to the nobility and people, 
than his folemnly declaring, that he would not fuffer any one 
to be accufed of treafon, fince under the appearance of that 
crime fo many illuftrious citizens, fo many ancient and noble 
families, had been involved in endlefs calamities. Of this his re- Difcou* 
folution he gavefoon after a remarkable inftanee ; for a note being rages in* 
offered him tending to the difcovery of a confpiracy againft his formers. 
life, he rejected it, faying, I am not conjeious to my [elf of any 
aStion that can deferve the hatred of any man, and therefore 
have no cars for informers m . Though the will of Tiberius had 
been declared null by the fenate, yet he executed every article 
of it with great punctuality, except that which related to the 
deceafed emperor's grandfon ; the fame regard he paid to the 
teftarnent of Livia, which had been fupprefTed by Tiberius 9 
caufing their legacies to be difcharged forthwith, and adding to 
them large fums of his own to be divided among the Roman 
people and the foldiery a . In his firft fpeech to the fenate he 
promifed to govern with juftice and moderation, and to do no- 
thing without their advice, and to follow their directions, as 
their child and pupil. Purfuant to his proteftations, he caufed 
the famous institutions of Auguflus to be revived and publifhed, 
though they had been long neglected and difufed by Tiberius ; 
he gave free jurifdiction to the magiftrates, without referving His feem- 
any appeal to himfelf, and even attempted to reftore the ancient ing*nodc~ m 
method of elections by the fuffrages of the people.* The fenate ration ~. 
were for declaring him conful, as foon as the funeral cersmo- 
nies, performed in honour of his grandfather, were over; but 
he could not be prevailed upon to accept that dignity, till Pro- 
culus and Nigrinus had ended their year, which expired in the j 

k Dio. ibid. p. 641, 642. 1 Joseph, antiquit. 1. xviii. c. 8. 
m Dio. p. 642 — 644. Suit. c. 15. * Idem, c. 16. Dxo. 
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month of jfuly b . Li the mean time, he applied himfelf with 
the con fuls and fenate to the reformation of many abufrs, which 
had crept into the ftate. He reviewed the Roman knights, 
and publicly took away the rings and horfes of fuch as he found 
guilty of any notorious crimt: ; fmaller off no s he thought 
fu fficicn tlv pun i fhed by pafling over the names of the offenders, 
as he read the roll. was for catting the fpintritt^ or inven- 

tors of abominable lewdnefs, into the Tea ; but being diffuaded 
from that feveritv, he baniflied them from Rcmt. H. allowed 
every one to keep and perufe the books of Titus LaiienuSy 
Cremutius Ctrdus, and C^Jfius SrvcruSy which, in the reign of 
Tiberius, had been by order of the fenate prohibited and fup-* 
prefled, faying, it nearly concerned him, that all the acl ions of 
Tiberius mould be tranfmitted to pnfrerity. He like wife re- 
mitted fevcral impofilions, which had been exacted with great 
feverity during the whole reign of his prcdeccflbr c . Thus did 
Caligula happily begin his reign; and of him it may be truly 
faid, that no prince came ever to a throne with greater advan- 
tages, or more to the fatisfaction of hjs people. 
Cains I N the month of jfuly, Cains entered upon his fit ft conful* 

takes upon fhip, and chofe for his collcgue his uncle Claudius, then in the 
him the forty- fixth year of his age; who till that time had continued in 
confuljbip. the equeftrian order, being judged unequal to any public em- 
ployment, on account of the weaknefs both of his bodv and 
nund d . We are told, that when he firft entered the forum 
with the fafces, an eagle perched upon his fhoulder, which 
was looked upon as a prognostic of his future grandeur c . The 
fame day, Cat us , in a fpeech which he made to the fenate, 
fpoke with great vehemence again ft the di folders of the late 
His /perch adminiftration, promifed to avoid them as much as lay in his 
to the Je- power, and folemnly protefted, that he had nothing fo much 

at heart, as to render the people happy, whom the gods had 
committed to his care. The fenate decreed, that his fpeech 
fhould be publicly read every year, without all doubt to remincj 
him of the promifes he had made them, and lay him under 
fume obligation of performing them f . On the laft day of Au^ 
gttj'l, which was his birth-day, he entertained the people with 
the in oft magnificent mows that had ever been feen in Rome ; 
and on this occafion c\iihions were firft laid on the feats of the 
fenaturs, who till that time had fat both in the fenate and 
theatre on bare benches r . Thenceforth no day paffed without 
fomc (how or other, the emperor taking great plcafure in fuch 

► Dm. ibid. p. r>4 4 . ' Suet. ibid. c. 16. d D10. ibid, 
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diver/ions, and expending on fuch occafions fmmcnfe Turns. 
During his confulfhip, he reftored the kingdom of Comagene^ &** Z me 
which had been reduced to a Roman province eighteen years be- r °fi f y *° 
fo*e, to Antiockus, the fon of that Antiocbus who had been Antiochus 
driven out by Tiberius, ordering at the fame time a hundred ™Jj££ ne 
millions of fefterces, that is, about a million of our money, to * 
be paid to him by way of reftitution for the revenues of his 
kingdom, which Rome had fo long enjoyed without any juft 
title h . Antiocbus, out of gratitude to fo generous a benefactor, 
gave two of his names to a town of Coma gene ; calling it Ccefa- 
rea Germanica, which were afterwards changed into that of 
Germanicia Of his generofity to Agrippa we fpoke in the 
hiftory of the Jews ; and therefore fhall only obferve here, 
that he beftowed on him the tetrarchy of his uncle Philip, 
with the title of king ; but refer ved for himfelf the reft of 
Judaa, whither he difpatched this year Marcellus in quality of 
governor in the room of Pontius Pilate, whom Lucius Vitel- 
lius, governor of Syria, had fent to Ro?ne, to anfwer the 
many grievous complaints of the Jevuijh people, whom he had 
opprefTed in a mo ft tyrannical manner. k . His generofity to And td 
fevera! private perfons was no lefs remarkable ; for a fire hap- others* 
penkig in the firft months of his reign, he made good the Iofies 
which every particular had fuftained. To a freedwoman, who 
had endured moft exquifite torments, without difcovering the 
crime of a patron, he gave eighty thoufand fefterces. For 
thefe and other bounties a fhieJd of gold with his image was de- 
creed to him, which by order of the fen ate was to be carried 
annually on a certain day, by the colleges of priefts, to the 
capito!, the fenators following it, and the noblemen's children 
of both fexes finging hymns in praife of his virtues. Bcfides 9 
it was ordained, that the day cf his acce/Eon to the empire 
fhould be called Pali Ha , as if Rome had been founded anew on 
that day Caius having held the confulate two months ancj 
twelve days, that is, to the twelfth of September, refigned the 
fafces to thofe who had been appointed by Tiberius for the reft 
of the year m ; but their names we find no- where recorded. 

It was probably about this time, that Caius wrote to Luc / us 
Vitcllius, governor of Syria, to conclude a peace with Artaba- 
nus king of the Parthians. Suetonius tells us in one place, 
that Vitellius ufed all manner of artifice to draw Artabanus to 
a conference " j and in another, that the Parthian king, who 
had always fliewn the utmoft contempt and irrcconcileable ha- 

h Dio. ibid Suet. ibid. c. 16. 1 Norh i s dc epochis Mace- 
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tred to Tiberius, fought of his own accord the friendfhip of 
Cuius °. According to Dion Cajfius, that prince had already 
pafled the Euphrates, and was upon the point of invading Sy- 
ria z when Vitellius, coming unexpectedly upon him, obliged 
him to agree to a treaty p. Be that as it will, Artabanus and 
ViuUius came to an interview on a Bridge which they caufed 
to be laid over the Euphrates^ each attended by a certain num- 
ber of guards j and concluded a treaty, the conditions of which 
were very advantageous to the Romans The Parthian even 
condefcended to give by way of hoftage one of his own fons r , 
or at leaft a noble youth of great diftin6tion, named Darius % 
probably of the race of the Arfacidee, whom he fent fome time 
after to Rome, with a Jnv y by name Eleazar, feven cubits 
high c . When the treaty was concluded, Herod Antipas, te- 
trarch oft Galilee, gave a magnificent entertainment to Artaba- 
nus and VitglUuSj under a rich pavillion raifed upon boats in the 
middle of the river u . Suetonius w and Dion CaJJius x tell us, 
that Artabanus pafled the Euphrates, adored the eagles and en- 
figns of the legions, and killed the images of Jfugujlus and 
Caius Cttfar. Hercd immediately difpatched meflengers to 
Rome with a minute account of what had palled, who arriving 
before the meifengers of Vitellius, the emperor received the 
latter coldly, telling them, that Herod had already tranfmitted 
to him a detail of all that had been tranfadted on the Euphrates ; 
which occafioned a mifunderftanding between the tetrarch of 

Galilet and Vitellius y. 

He is tak- After Caius had thus happily reigned about eight months, 
en ill. he was feized with a violent fit of illnefs, occafioned by his in- 
temperance and debaucheries - 9 for while Tiberius lived, he was 
mighty temperate in his diet ; but upon his death he forfook his 
antient way of living, and gave himfelf intirely up to all man- 
ner of diforders ; which fo affected his conftitution, that towards 
the end of OSlober he fell dangeroufly ill- As that was the 
n . time of the year, in which thofe who traded to foreign coun- 
ff* ru f tries returned home, news of the emperor's indifpofition was 
tie on this * mmeG ^ ate ly carried to all the provinces of the empire, and 
cccajion" * ver y" wncre received with the grcateft tokens of forrow ima- 
andjoyfor g ma ^ e *• At Rome his palace was conftantly crouded with 
kit reco- multitudes of people of all ranks inquiring about his health ; 
wry. many pafled whole nights at his gate, and fome, devoting their 
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lives for his* promifed to fight amongft the gladiators for his fafety, 
and fet up bills of this their refutation in the flreets. At length 
he recovered, and with his recovery reftored happinefs to the 
whole empire : innumerable victims were flain, and facrificcs 
offered in the moft diftant provinces fubjeft to Rome, by way 
of thankfgiying to the gods for fo fignal a favour. But how 
blind is man in his imagination ! how vain in his hope, and ig- 
noranf of what is molt to his advantage ! This prince Co much 
beloved, and univerfally looked upon as the author of all public 
and private happinefs, either changed all on a fudden his nature, 
ordifcovered that which he had fome time artfully difguifed. 
Somewriters think, that this diftemper afrefted his brain; forever 
after he was much troubled for want of fleep, never refting 
above three hours in a night, and that never quietly, but con- 
ftantly frightened with ftrange dreams and dreadful imaginations; ff 4 j r 
fo that he pafled great part of the night, either fitting up in his Jlrangcly 
bed, or wandering about the galleries of his palace, longing for altered. 
day. He was himfelf, fays Suetonius % fo fenfible of the infir- 
mity of his mind, that he once refolved to retire in order to 
purge his brain. He was fubjefl, when a child, to the falling 
ficknefs; and in his youth, though patient of labour and hard- 
ihips, nibjeft to fainting fits. Others afcribe this odd and un- 
accountable conduct to a philtre, or love- potion, which was 
afterwards given him by his wife Cafonia* and impaired his un- 
derstanding. But, whatever was the caufc of this change, it is 
certain, that from the time of his malady to the hour of his 
death he acted more like a madman than a prince ; fo that for 
the reft of his reign the reader is to expecl nothing but an un- 
interrupted train of execrable vices, monftrous extravagancies, 
and fuch ridiculous inconfiftencies, as cannot well be related 
with th^t gravity and decency which becomes an hiftorian. 
On his acceflion to the throne, he would admit of no titles of 
honour; butfoon after his recovery heafiurned them all in one Affnmes 
day, though Auguftus had taken them feparately, and 'Tiberius federal 
had to the laft declined feveral of them b . Thefe were proba- tits of ho- 
bly the titles of Augujlus* of emperor of high pontiff* of per- nottr. 
petual tribune. From feveral medals which have reached our 
times % it appears, that he bore all thefe titles before his (econd 
confulate; but that of father of bis country he did not aflume, 
till the third year of his tribunitial power ,f . To the above- 
mentioned titles he added the following furnames, fly ling him- 
felf, the moft pious* the Jon of the camp, the father of the ar- 
mies * the moft gracious , the 7/tqft mighty, Caefar This year 
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Tiber ius, the (on of Drufus 9 being eighteen complete, took 
the manly robe ; on which occafion Caius 9 after many protes- 
tations of kindnefs and fincere affection for the young prince, 
firft adopted him, and then declared him prince of the Roman 
youth. But thefe honours the unfortunate Tiberius enjoyed a 
very {hort time, Caius not being aihamed to put him to death 
a few days after he had folemnly declared, that his life was as 
dear to him as his own, and that he would ever eherifh him as 
his own child. Philo tells us, that he adopted him with no 
other view, but to acquire that abfolute power over him, which 
the Roman laws gave to every parent over his children f - Be 
that as it will, he had no {boner adopted him, than he charged 
fome tribunes and centurions of his guards to acquaint the young 
He erJers prince, that he murt with his own hand put an end to his life, 
jo ung Ti- thinking it unlawful for any inferior perfon to imbrue his hands 
bcrius to i n the blood of one of the imperial family. The innocent youth 
futhimfilf expe&ed nothing lefs, and therefore was, as we may well ima- 
to cat;. gi ne> ftruck with furprize and amazement, when the officers 

denounced to him the emperor's orders. As he was of a mild 
temper, and had ever avoided aflifting at executions, and even 
at the combats of gladiators, he prefented his throat firft to the 
officer who flood next to him, and then to all the reft, begging 
them with many tears to execute the cruel order they had 
brought him. But as they all declined that office, purfuant to 
the emperor's orders, ftriclly forbidding them to be any ways 
aiding and a {lifting to his death, the young prince drew at length 
his fword ; but not knowing where to itrike, he begged they 
would at leaft fliew him where the wound might prove mortal, 
and foon put an end to his life and mifery. So far they com- 
plied with his rcqucfl, and then the unfortunate youth {tabbed 
himfelf in their prefence B . Cains, to excufe this firft a£l of 
cruelty, which was icon followed by many others, pretended, 
that Tiberius had, during his illncfs, wifheel him dead h ; and 
that, through fear of being poifoncd, he had taken an antidote, 
which when lie difcovercd, ha cried out, IVbat ! an antidote 
again/} Cxfar ? But this pretended antidote was only a remedy 
he had taken for a cough, with which he had been long 
troubled *. Thus he rid himfelf of the only prince, to whom 
thofe could apply, who might in procefs of time be diflatisfied 
with his government. As for his uncle Claudius, he looked 
upon him as a perfon utterly unfit for any office in the empire, 
or in private life, as he really was ; and therefore faved him, as 
he openly declared, for a laugh ing-ftock. Being thus by the 
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death of Tiberius delivered from all reftraint and controul, he He ab ?t- 
gavo a full loofe to his furious paflions, and commenced an open <'ms 
enemy to mankind, a complete tyrant, or rather, as Suetonius f e (f ^ all 
jftyles him k , an outrageous monfter. Soon after his recovery, ^ickcdnefi 
he obliged all thofe, who, during his malady, had devoted 
their Jives for his, and promifed to fight amonglfc the gladiators, 
to fulfil their piomife; and bccaufe one was fomewhat back- 
ward in the accomplifhment of his vow, he caufed him to be 
adorned like a victim, and delivered to a company of rude and 
mercilefs boys, who, after abufing him in a moft cruel and in- 
human manner, dragged him through the ftreets, requiring the 
accomplifhment of his vow, and at laft threw him down a pre- 
cipice, and put an end to his life l . His grandmother Antonia, The dtath 
venerable for her age and no lefs illuftrious for quality, for (he of his 
was the daughter of Marc Antony, the niece of Augujlus, fitter- grandma- 
in-law of Tiberius , and mother of Drufus, having taken upon ther Anto- 
her to admonifh him, he refented that freedom to fuch a degree* nia ' 
that he reduced her to the neceflity of laying violent hands on 
herfelf m ; whether by an exprefs order, or only by the unbe- 
coming manner with which he treated her, we are not told. 
That illuftrious princefs having one day begged to fpealc with him 
in private, he refufed her that favour, and ordered Macro to be 
prefent the whole time {he continued with him. On another 
occafion, as fhe offered to advife him, he immediately inter- 
rupted her in a violent rage, bidding her remember, that he 
could do what he p leafed, with %uhorn he plea fed. With thefe 
indignities and affronts, 'tis moft probable, he haftened her 
death. Some indeed have written, that he caufed her to he 
poifoned n , which, if true, Philo would never have pafled 
over in filence. He beftowed no honours upon her after her 
death, and from -one of the windows of his palace beheld the 
funeral pomp quite unconcerned 9 . Dion Caffius fixes the death 
of Silanus, the emperor's father-in-law, to this year; but, ac- 
cording to Philo, it happened after that of Macro, of which 
we fhall fpeak, the following year. In this or the foregoing 
year, was born on the fifteenth of December the emperor Nero, 
and much about the fame time Jofephus the hiftorian. 

The next confuls were M. Aquilius yulianus and P. No- 
nius Afprcnas i», appointed by Tiberius, whofe appointment 
Casus did not think fit to alter **. In the beginning of the year 
the fenate and confuls bound themfclves by a folernn oath to 
obferve all the laws and confutations of Jzugtt/lus and Cuius ^ 
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without mentioning thofe of Tiberius ; and this omiffion pafled 
into a cuftom, which ever after obtained. At the fame time, 
vows were made for the fafety of Caius and his fifters. Dion 
hnpvzdiug Caffius obferves, that on the fame day, a Have, named Ma- 
calamities caai? placing himfelf upon the bed of 'Jupiter Capita Iinus, fore- 
foretold by told many dreadful calamities ; and when he had done, killed 
ajfaue. fj r ft a fmall dog, which he had brought with him, and then 

himfelf. This year, Caius appointed Sohemus prince of the 
Iturean Arabs \ gave Ar?nenia Minor \ and foon after part of 
Arabia , to Cotys king of Horace ; and to his couiin Rhemet al- 
ecs that part of Thrace which Cotys had held ; to Polemon he 
gave the territories of Pontus, which his father Polemon had 
pone/led r . Suetonius tells us, that Carus, having advanced 
this year Fla'vius Vefpaftanus to the aedilefliip, and being one 
day angry with him for his remiflhefs in feeing the ftreets kept 
clean, which was part of his province, he commanded his 
guards to take fbme of the dirt, and befmear with it the sedile's 
embroidered robe. This fome interpreted as a prefagc of Vef- 
pajian's future grandeur 5 5 no doubt when they fawhim already 
Various in- poflefTed of the empire. Dion Cajfius and Suetonius give us 
fiances of 'difmal accounts of the many cruelties practifed by this bloody 
Caius*/ idiot, in thefecond year of his reign. Among the reft he tells 

cruelty. us? tnat 

one day, finding there were no criminals condemned to 
fight with the wild beafts, according to the barbarous cuftom 
which obtained at Rome, he commanded fuch of the people as 
were already come to fee the fhows, to be thrown to them, 
having firft ordered their tongues to be cut out, that they might 
not difturb with their cries and complaints his inhuman diver- 
fion. Finding it very chargeable to maintain the wild beafts, 
which were kept for fuch entertainments, he often viftted the 
prifbns in perfon ; and, ordering all the prifoners to be ranged 
in a gallery before him, fentenccd many of them to be thrown 
to the wild beafts, without examining whether they were guilty 
or innocent. Once in particular, as they ftood drawn up before 
him, he commanded all to be taken away to feed his beafts, 
a calvo ad calvu?n^ that is, from fuch a bald head, whom he 
pointed out, to another. Great numbers of old men, of infirm 
perfons, and of fuch as were reduced to poverty, met with the 
fame cruel fate, the inhuman tyrant pretending, that by fiich 
unheard-of barbarities he confulted the public welfare, fmce he 
delivered the ftatc from perfons who were but fo many burdens 
to it. A Rofnan knight whom he had caufed to be caft to the 
wild beafts, crying out that he was innocent, he ordered him to 
be taken up, his tongue to be cut out, and then to be thrown in 
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again. It was his conftant cuftom to oblige parents, thougfr 
Free from all guilt, to afiift at the execution of their children, 
and often ordered them to be aflafllnated the following night in 
their houfes. To one of them, who pretended ftcknels and 
begged to be excufed, he fent his own litter c . Having caufed 
the fon of an illuftrious Roman knight, named P aft or, to be 
dragged to prifon, for no other reafon, but becaufe he was re- 
markable for his comelinefs and the tallnefs of his ftature, the un- 
happy father went immediately to intercede for his child. But 
the cruel monfter, inftead of hearkening to his tears and intrea- 
ties, commanded the innocent youth to be executed without 
delay; and when the news of his death was brought, to infult 
nature itfelf, he invited the diftrefled parent to dine with him 
that very day, and forced him, by threatening to treat in the 
like manner his other fon, if he betrayed any fymptoms of grief, 
to drink to excels, and in the height of his affliction to fhew 
fuch outward figns of joy, as would have been at any time 
altogether unbecoming a perfbn of his rank and age u . One 
Canznius lulus having in a private converfation advifed Caius 
with great liberty to alter his conduct, as he was withdrawing, 
That you may not flatter your [elf, Caninitis, with vain hopes, 
faid the emperor, / have already Jigned the warrant for your 
death. At thefe words Caninius, without fhewing the leaft T*>e con* 
concern, turning about, I return you thanks, faid he, mojl gra- Jj my and 
cious prince, for this favour. As the decree of the fenate, 2n *'/P 
granting to condemned perfons ten days refpite, was in this in- °f ^rani- 
ftance obferved by Caius, the undaunted Caninius during that us * u * us * 
interval never betrayed the leaft uneafmefs ; infomuch, that the 
centurion, who came, when the ten days were expired, to fee 
the fentcnce put in execution, found him playing, with his 
ufual calmnefs, at chefs. When the executioner appeared, he 
ftarted up with a chearful countenance, embraced his friends, 
and, taking his leave of them, told them, that he mould foon 
know whether or no the foul was immortal ; that in the very 
article of his death he would particularly mind in what manner 
it abandoned the body 5 and after his death return to acquaint his 
friends with the ftatc of fouls after their fcparation. He then 
offered his neck to the executioner, with the intrepidity of a 
true hero w . The emperor, if fuch an inhuman madman de- 
fcrvcs that name, aflifted in pcrfon atmoft executions ; fo great 
was the delight he took in cruelty and bloodfhed ; but alwaya 
caufed the mouths of thofe, who fuffered in public, to be ftopt, 
either with their cloaths or a fponge, left they fhould upbraid 

■ 
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him with his wickednefs x . He feldom fufFered them to be 
difpatched at once, defiring they might feel themf elves dying , 
which was his ufual cxpreflion. While he was at table, he 
often caufed criminals, and fometimes innocent perfons, to be 
racked in his prefencc, nav, and their heads to be cut ofF by a 
feldie*, who did it with great fkill and dexterity. Being once 
miftaken in the name of a perfon, and caufing him to be exe- 
cuted mftcad of another, when he underftood his error, 'Tis no 
mattti'i faid he, he deferved it as well as the ether. Five of the 
giauiators, called retiarii, becaule they ufed in fighting certain 
nets, having yielded to the like number of fecutores^ who were 
their ar.tagunifts, he commanded them to be (lain; but one of 
the iiuitchin^: up his aims, killed all the conquerors. This 

action Caligula looked upon as cruel, lamented it in public, 
and loaded all thofe with curfes who were fo hard-hearted as to 
behold it, As he pretended to great fkill in fencing, a famous 
giadi:.tor, with whom he often fought in jeft, pretending to be 
conquered, fell down at his feet, as the gladiators who were 
overcome ufed to do. But his flattery coft him dear j for Caius 9 
taking advantage of his fall, ftabbed him with a dagger ; then 
with a branch of palm-tree, the fy mbol of victory, in his hand, 
he ran up and down triumphing, as if he had fairly overcome 
him. As one night at fupper he burft fuddenly into a loud 
laughter, and the confuls, who fat near him, defired with great 
refpect to know the caufe of his mirth : What makes me fo 
Kerry 9 faid he, is, that I can have both your throats cut tuith 
the Isajl nod of my head, A victim being brought to the altar 
and ready to be offered, he appeared unexpectedly among the 
reft in the habit of a prieft, and, lifting up the ax, as if hede- 
figned to kill the victim, he knocked out the brains of the 
prieft who flood by him. Having demanded of one, who had 
been banifhed by Tiberius , and recalled by him, how he em- 
ployed himfelf in his exile, upon his anfwering, that he had 
couiLuuly prayed for the death of Tiberius, that he might come 
to the empire, he immediately concluded, that thofe, whom 
he had banifhed, prayed Iikewife for his death ; and upon that 
prefumptton difpatched effiicers to the iflands, with qrders to put 
them all to the fword without mercy l . To thefe and innu- 
merable other ad Is of cruelty, related at length by Suetonius and 
The death Dion Cajfuis, the latter adds the death of Macro and his wife, 
#f Macro whom Cuius with the u tin oft ingratitude caufed to be put to 
and his death this year. To Macro he wa3 indebted both for his life 
wje. an j empire, and had promifed him the government of Egypt, 

the hi^hcit poft to which a knight could afpire. But, infteadof 

* IdciwibiJ. c. 19. 1 Suet. c. 30 34, 

the 
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the pro mi fed reward, he ordered both him 2nd his wife, as fome 
hilrorians have written k , to difpatch themfelves with their own 
hinds. With them were put to death all their children, nay t 
and their flaves, fo that not one of the whole family was left 
alive. Macro indeed, according to the character Tacitus gives 
us of him, deferved fo tragical an end, but not at Ca iris's 
hands. The true caufe of his death was, if Ph 'do is to be cre- 
dited, his ufing with more liberty, than the tyrant could en- 
dure, the authority which his eminent fervices gave him ; but 
Cuius charged him with other crimes, and pretended, that, 
unmindful of his condition, he had even challenged an equal 
fhare in the fovereign power 1 . The next perfon he facrificed 
to his cruelty was M. SUanns^ whofe daughter he had married 
in Tiberius 1 $ reign, a man of a moft illuflrious defcent, and 
highly efteerned by all on account of his great experience in 
affairs, his prudence, and eminent probity. He took upon hira. 
to difapprove Caius's wild meafures., and fuggeft others to him, 
by which, if followed, he would have anfwered the expectation 
the public had entertained of him. But the jealous idiot, hav- 
ing a mighty opinion of his own abilities, and looking upon 
thofe as his enemies who found fault with his meafures, refolved 
to lay hold of the firft opportunity to rid himfelf of fo trouble- 
fome a counfellor ; which he did accordingly on the following 
occafion. One day all on a fudden he took it into his head to 
divert himfelf on the fea. Silrt?ius, who could not endure the 
agitation of the fhip, begged to be excufed from attending him: 
this Caius imputed to him as a great crime, pretending, that he 
remained afhore with a defign to feize on the empire, in cafe 
any misfortune had happened to him ; and upon this ground Iefs M.Silanua 
pretext he obliged him to cut his own throat with a razor m (K.). P"* to 

The death. 

k Philo legat. p. 1000. 1 Idem, 1001. Dio. p. 647. m Dio. 
p. 646. Suet. c. 23. 

(K) Julius Grceinus, father to the famous Agricoln, had fome 
time before been ordered by Cuius to accufc Si/anus, and put to 
death for declining that infamous office. Grccinus was a fenator, 
no lefs famous for his eloquence, than his probity (26). Seneca often, 
mentions him, and tells us, that not having wherewithal to defray 
the charges of the public fhows, which he was obliged to exhibit in 
virtue of his office, one Fabius Per/icus* a man of great wealth, but 
of an indifferent character, fent him a very confidcrable fum ; which 
he refuted, anfwering his friends, who found fault with his untea- 
ionablc generofuy; Would sen h<n:c me to accept a f'nwur if one 
nvit/j whom I jbould not care to cat a mtuV s meat ? RitbJun, who 

Tdi it, r Jit. Africa! c ; r 

had 
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The death of Silanus was followed by that of many other per- 
fons of great diftin£tion, whom he condemned, under pretence 
that they had been accefibry to the death of his mother or bro- 
thers ; though his real motive was to feize on their eftates ; for 
he had already fquandered away great part of the immenfe trea- 
fure left him by "Tiberius. This year about the month of jfuly 
died his filler Drufilla. She had been given by Tiberius five 
years before to L. CaJJius Langinus, and taken from him foon 
after by Caius, who lived publicly with her, as if fhe had been 
his own wife, and had, during his ficknefe, appointed her to fuc- 
ceed him in the empire n . He had maintained with her, as well 
as with his other fitters, if Suetonius is to be credited, a criminal 
convexfation, even before {he was married- When {he died, {he 
was, according to Dion CaJJius °, the wife of M. Lepidus. That 
writer gives us a very particular account of the extraordinary ho- 
JDrufilla nours conferred upon her by Cains after her death. She was im- 
dies y Did mediately ranked amongft the gods, and thenceforth fty led the 
is honoured goddefs Drufilla^ which impious title theprofKtute bears on fome 
ajagod- Greek medals, which have reached our times p. A fenator, by 
J s * name Livius Geminus, declared in full fenate upon his oath, that 

he faw her carried up to heaven Seneca rallies him with a good 
deal of humour upon this virion, but neverthelefs chofe rather 
to adore the divinity of Drufilla 9 than incur the difpleafure of 
CaiusV the prince. The emperor's pailion for his fifter appeared no 
grief* lefsfoolifh after her death, than it had been infamous during her 

life. He immediately left Rome, and, after having wandered 
fome time up and down Campania , he pafled over into Sicily % 
where he exhibited moft magnificent fliows, and repaired at a 
vail charge the walls of Syracufe, and fome temples that were 
decayed with age. He ridiculed many things, which were 
looked upon by the Sicilians as miracles; but was fo terrified 
with the fmoke and noife of mount /Etna, that he fled from 

n Suet. c. 24. 0 Dio. p. 64S. p Vide Goltz. c 39: 
9 Dio. ibid. 

■ 

had been conful, but was a man of the fame {lamp with Perjicus t 
fent him a larger fum than the other, which he likewife rejected- 
but Rubelius prefling him, he begged to be excufed, faying, Net 
iber have I accepted any thing of Pcrficus (27). The fame writer 
tells us el fe where (28), that he was murdered by Caius^s orders, be- 
caufe he was a better man, than was expedient for any one to be un 
der a tyrant. He wrote a book upon agriculture, which is quoted 
by Columella (29). Pliny likewife ranks him among writers (30). 

(27 ) Settee, de ben. I. ii. f. 21. ^28 ) Idem epijl. 29. ( 
ColumelL 1. i. e. 1 . (}o) P/itt. in bifl. I. xiv, & xv. 

Mrjfcna 
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Meffena in the night, not having courage enough to wait till 
day appeared r . Upon his return to Rome* he purfucd the 
coude of his cruelties with more barbarity than ever. If any 
one betrayed joy, it was on account of the death of Drujiila - 9 
if forrow, it was on account of the divine honours that were 
paid her ; and both were crimes againft the frate, and punifhed 
with death : infomuch, that they were all at a lofs how to 
comport themfelves, it being alike capital to mourn and to 
rejoice c . 

Cains had continued a widower ever fince the death of ' junta, HJsmarri- 
the daughter of Silanus. But C. Calpurnius Pifo marrying one ages and 
Livia Orejlillay and inviting him to his wedding, when the divorces. 
folemnity was over, he commanded the bride to be carried to 
his own palace, and there married her ; but divorced her a 
few days after, and in the term of two years, or two months, 
as feme will have it, banithed both her and Pifo, under pre- 
tence that they had lived together". Not l.mg after he mar- 
ried Lcllia Paulina, the grand-daughter of AL Lollizts^ whom 
Augujlus, as we have related elfewhere, had appointed gover- 
nor of Cuius Cafar, when he fent him into the eaft. Lollia 
was already married to C. Memmius Regit lies, governor of 
Macedon and Achaia \ but Casus having heard in a private con- 
verfation, that her grandmother had been famous for her beauty, 
he immediately fent for her, forced her from her hufband, and 
married her w (L) ; but in a fliort time not only put her away, 
but threatened her with death, if (he either returned to her 
former hufband, or married any other man*. We fhall have 
occafion to fpeak of her in the following reign. 

And now the bloody monfter, finding no one dared to op- His prtie 
pofe his fovereign will and pleafure, notwithstanding the many and folly. 
murders he daily committed, began to look upon himfelf as 
raifed above the condition of a mortal man. To confirm him- 
felf in this ridiculous fancy, he is faid to have ufedthc following 
no lefs ridiculous argument : As thofe to whofc care fheep, 
oxen, and other cattle are committed, are themfelves neither 
(hecp nor oxen, but of a nature infinitely fupcrior to the con- 

'Senec ibid. Suet. c. ji. « Sknec. ad Polyb. c. 36. 
Suet. c. 24. u Suet. c. 25. Dio. p. 646. w Sukt. ibid*. 
Dio. p. 648. Euseb. chroxu x Suet. & Dio. ibid. 

(L) Lollia Paulina was herfelf very remarkable for her beauty. 
Pliny tells us, that he faw her adorned with a prodigious quantity of 
pearls and emeralds, which had formerly belonged to her grand- 
father M, Loliiui (31). 

(31) PJi/t. /. be. <r. 35; 

Vol, XIV. C dition 



1 8 <Tbe Roman liijlory. Book III. 

dition of thofc animals j fo thofe who are fet over all men and 
creatures in the world, ought not to be regarded as men, but 
reverenced like gods r . He firft betrayed this extravagant fancy 
at an entertainment with feme foreign kings, who came to pay 
him homage. As fome difpute arofe amongft thofe princes 
about the nobility of their extra£tion, Caius ftarting up re- 
peated a verfe of Homer in the perfon of UlyJJes ; Let there be 
but one king, one lord below ; and was for afTuming immediately 
the diadem, and changing the government into a monarchy. 
Claims di- being told, that he was already above all the kings and mo- 
njine ho- narchs of the earth, he began from that time to challenge the 
nours. honours paid to the demi-gods, fuch as Hercules^ Bacchus^ 

Typbon, &c. afTuming the drefs in which they were reprefented, 
and appearing fometimes with a lion's fkin about his moulders, 
and a club in his hand, to perfonate Hercules ; fometimes with 
wings at his feet, and a caduceus in his hand, like Mercury y 
Sic. But he foon thought it beneath him to be honoured only 
as a demi-god, and claimed the fame worfhip that was paid to 
Apollo, Mars, and Jupiter himfelf ; nay he caufed the heads 
to be taken off their ftatues, and his own to be put in their 
room. He often placed himfelf in the temple of Cajlor and 
Pollux* between the ftatues of thofe brothers, to be adored by 
all who came to offer their vows to them. He inlarged his 
palace, and brought one wing of it clofe to the temple of thofe 
two fabulous deities, which he altered to the form of a portico, 
that the gods themfelves, as he ufed to fay, might ferve him in 
quality of porters. He frequently changed his godhead, being 
one day a male deity, and another a female ; fometimes Jupi- 
ter, at other times Mars ; fometimes Neptune or sfpollo, and 
fometimes Venus, &c. But above all, he liked to be called 
Jupiter, the head and chief of the Pagan deities ; and that he 
might be efteemed a true Jupiter, he had inventions to imitate 
His im- thunder and lightning 5 and when the thunder was fuppofed to 
P te, y* fall, he ufed to throw a ftone againft heaven, with the impious 

defiance in Homer ; Do you take me from hence, or Pll take you* 
4 He often went to the temple of Jupiter Capitolinus, and, 

placing himfelf by his ftatue, fometimes whifpercd to it, then 
laid his ear clofe to it, as it were to receive an anfwer. Some* 
times he feemed to be very angry with Jupiter, and was once 
heard to tell him in a threatening ftyle, that he zvouldfend him 
back into Greece (M). At length being overcome by the im* 

portqnity 

y Puilo, ibid. p. 1002. 

(M) Dion Caffu tells us, that a Gaul, feeing him one day fitting 
on a throne in the figure of Jupiter, could not help buriling into a 

loud 
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portunity of the gods, as he foolifhly gave out, who defired 

his company, he joined his palace to the capitol by an arch 

built over the temple of Augujlus j and fome time after, that 

he might yet be nearer, he laid the foundations of a new houfc 

in the court of the capitol T . At length his pride, folly, and 

impiety carried him fo far, that he would have a temple for 

himfelf, which he built at a vaft charge, and dedicated to his 

own divinity, placing in it his ftatue in gold, done to the life, 

and every day cloathed in the fame robes which he himfelf 

wore. He ljkewife inftituted priefts and priefteffes to officiate htftitutes 

in his new temple, the greateft and richeft men in Rome, fo priefts in 

great was their debafemcnt at this time, purchafing the infa- honour of 

mous priefthood with vaft fums ; for Caius (bid it at fuch an his owi 

extravagant price, that his uncle Claudius^ not having where- deity. 

withal to discharge the debt, eight millions of fefterces, fays 

Suetonius* which he contracted on that occafion, was obliged 

to furrender all his effects to his creditors, who publicly fold 

them by auction a . The facrifices, which his priefts daily of- ^temples 

fered him, were peacocks, pheafants, Nqmidian hens 3 &c. built , and 

facrifices 

z Suet. c. zz t & 52. Dfo. p. 660, 661. Pwilo. p. 1003. offered to 
a Suet, in Claud, c. q. him. 

loud laugh; which Caius hearing, called him to him, and afked 
him, VVhat do you take me for P For a great fool t anfwered frankly 
the Gaul. This affront, which would have coll a fenator or knight 
his life, Caius diffemblcd in the Gaul, thinking it perhaps below 
him to exert his vengeance on fo contemptible a perfon ; for he 
was by profefiion a flioe-maker (32). Hecaufed all the temples of 
Greece to be ftript of their ftatucs, pictures, and other ornaments, 
which he conveyed to Rome, crouding with them his own temple, 
his palace, his villas, and his gardens (3 3). He ordered the famous 
ftatue of Jupiter Olympius, done by Phidias, and had in great ve- 
neration by the Greeks ? to be tranfported to Rome. We are told, 
that the fhip, which was building for that purpofe, was^ burnt by 
lightning ; and that as often as the workmen attempted to remove 
the ftatue, a great noife was heard, like that of perfons deriding 
their attempt. Mcmmius Rcgulus, governor of Greece, who was 
charged to fee the celebrated ftatue conveyed to Rome, wrote to 
Caius, acquainting him, that he could not obey his commands, on 
account of fome extraordinary prodigies, and becaufc the workmen 
allured him, that if once removed, jt would fall to pieces. Here- 
upon, in the tranfport of his rage, he abufed and threatened Ju- 
piter for daring to oppofe his fovcrcign will, and would have put 
to death Me mini us > had he not been firft put to death himfelf (3 4.). 

(32) Dio. p. 660, 661. C33) Vhilo legat. 1004. Jofetb* ontiq. 

I xbc. c. i, (34) Dio. p. 66 a. J of ph. Hid. 

C 2 AnJ 
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And as though his other follies were not fufliciently extravagant, 
he became at laft prieft to himfelf, and admitted to the fame 
dignity his wife Cafonia^ whom he married the year following ; 
and alfo his horfc, the moft proper prieft of all for fuch a deity b . 
Befides the temple which he built to himfelf in his palace, the 
fenate decreed him another, which was begun in this, and 
ended in the following, year c . He ordered a temple to be 
erected to his godhead at Miletus? which might ferve for all 
Jtfia \ and becaufe it was not finifhed at the time he expected, 
he commanded a magnificent temple, which that community 
was building in honour of Apollo? to be confecrated to himfelf d . 
All nations, people, and cities, erected temples and altars to 
this new di\ inity, facrificed victims, and fwore by his name c . 
But none were more forward in paying him this impious wor- 
fc'p, than the inhabitants of Alexandria. The Jews alone, 
who were wry numerous in that city, refufed to bend their 
knees to the new idol, which brought upon them that cruel 
p^rfLcutiun from the Ms andrians? which we have defcribed in 
our hiftory of that nation. The diftreffed Jews difpatched 
cm.-afljdors to Rome to lay their fufferings before Caius* and 
beg his protection. At the head of this embafly was Pbilo, 
who gives us a very particular account of it, as we (hall do 
from him. 

The perfi- This dreadful perfecution happened in the fecond year of 
cution at tne re 'g n of the emperor Caligula and thirty-ninth of the 
tbcjwtai chriftian asra, while Egypt was governed by a Roman knight,* 
Alcxan- named Ivillius Flaccus? to whofe bafe connivance it was chief- 
dria. ly owing. Flaccus had governed that province witK great re- 
putation, during the five laft years of the reign of Tiberius, 
who had a particular value and kindnefs for him. But, upon 
the death of that prince and the accefTion of Caligula to the 
empire, he changed his conduct, grew remifs in the admini- 
ftration of juftice, and made it his whole ftudy to gain the 
A villi us affections of the people of Alexandria? hoping by that means 
Flaccus to recommend himfelf to the favour of the new emperor^ 
courts the whofe refentmcnt he dreaded ? and indeed not without reafon, 
fiwour of f or ] )e was no f r jend to the family of Germanicus? and was 
the Alex- generally thought to have contributed to the difgrace and death 
andnana. of J gr ' t ppi na> tne mot her of Caligula. Three crafty Egyp- 
tians* Dionyjius? Larnpo? and IJidorus? who had been declared 
enemies to Flaccus^ while he ruled with due feverity, being 
apprifed of his fears, rcmonftrated to him, under colour of 

b Tdcm in Calig. c. 22. Dio.p.66o. Senec. de ira, 1. \v. c. 22. 
e Dio in excerpt. Val. p. 673. <* Idem, ibid, p- 670, 671. 
e Jostrii. bell. Judaic. 1. ii. c. 17. 

friendfliipj 
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friendfbip, that the fureft means of winning the hearts of the 
Alexandrians was, to withdraw his protection from the Jews* 
of whom many thoufands lived in Alexandria* and to abandon 
them to the meicy of the Egyptians* who had ever borne ait 
irreconcileable hatred to the Jewijh nation. This counfel 
Fiaccus readily embraced, well knowing, that it would not 
difpleafe the emperor, whofe hatred the Jews had provoked, 
by refufing to acknowledge his pretended divinity. Be fides, l s no friend 
Fiaccus was of himfelf, it feems, no friend to the Jewijh nation : tothe]ew% 
for that people having the year before* in the firft month of 
Caligula's reign, decreed him all the honours which were con- 
fident with their religion, and configned the decree to Fiaccus^ 
that, by his means, it might be conveyed to the emperor, he, 
inftead of tranfmitting it to Rome* as he promifed to do, fup- 
prefied it, which was doing them the greateft unkindnels ima- 
ginable, and drawing upon them the refentment of a cruel and 
ambitious prince \ In the mean time, Agrippa* who had been 
fet at liberty by Caligula* and declared king of the tetrarchy, 
which his uncle Philip had held, with the addition of that of 
Lyfanzas, as we have related in our hiftory of the Jews b 9 ar- 
riving from Rome at Alexandria , on his journey to his new 
kingdom, was infulted by the populace of that metropolis in an King A- 
outrageous manner, though, to avoid the concourfe of people, grippa in* 
he had entered the city by night c . As Fiaccus winked at thafefulted by 
infults, inftead of retraining them, the rabble grew more out- the eople 
-rageous j and, affembling in crouds, began, with great tumult ^Aiexan- 
and uproar, to demand, that the ftatues of Cains might be < " :la " 
placed in the Jewijh oratories, or places of prayer, of which 
there were many in Alexandria* and all over Egypt. Fiaccus 
not offering to oppofe, but (eeming rather to approve, the de- 
fign, the rabble thronged immediately to the oratories, cut 
down the groves and trees about them, levelled fome of them n e y j e _ 
with the ground, and fet fire to others ; which, together with ftroy the 
the oratories, co n fumed fever al noble monuments erected by oratories of 
the emperors in honour of the Jews* and a great many adjoin- the Jews* 
ing houfes. Such oratories as the rioters could not demolifh, or profane 
becaufe the Jews* who lived near them, were very numerous, them <wit& 
they profaned, by placing in them the emperor's ftatues. In the empe- 
the largeft of them all they ere£led a ftatue of brafs, reprefent- ror 5 ' 
ing Caius* in a chariot drawn by four horfes, which had been tu€5% 
formerly confecrated to Cleopatra* the great-grandmother of 
the laft queen of that name. They did not, as Philo obferves. 
(hew great rcfpecT: for Caius* in dedicating to him what had 

0 Phil, in Flacc. p. 968—1009. edit. Farif. Tfi.4.0. b Hift. 
Univcrf. ^ol x. p. 4:14. c Ibid, note P. 

been 
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been formerly dedicated to a woman. But the merit, on 
which they laid the chief ftrefe, was their increafing the num- 
ber of temples confecrated to his pretended deity, though 
even in that they did not Co much regard his honour, as the 
fatisfying of their own hatred to the yews. The Alexandrians 
took care to acquaint the emperor with the tranfaflions of each 
<Jay, who is faid to have read their accounts with incredible 
fatisfa£tion 3 partly becaufe he hated the yews, and partly be- 
caufe he believed the Alexandrians chiefly actuated, in afflict- 
ing the Yezvsj by a {inhere zeal for his honour d . The exam- 
ple of Alexandria was followed by all the other cities of Egypt ; 
in which province there were at this time a million of yews, 
and a vaft number of oratories, of which the largeft and moft 
beautiful were flyled fynagogues e . They were all demoliflied, 
confumed by fire, or prophaned with the erriperor's ftatucs. 
A few days after the yews had been thus ftript of their orato- 
ries, Flaccus publifiied ar) edi£t, declaring all the yews aliens 
at Alexandria, without allowing them time to make good their 
claim to the rights of citizens, which they had long enjoyed 
undrfturbed f . The yews, who were never famous for bearing 
injuries with patience, when they could prevent or revenge 
them, made, in all likelihood, fome efforts towards the main- 
taining of their rights 5 which, though Philo has not thought 
fit to mention them, gave probably occafion to greater difor- 
ders. For the Alexandrians, confidering them as men aban- 
doned by the emperor to their mercy, laid hold of this oppor- 
tunity to vent their rage upon a people whom they had ever 
abhorred, and looked upon as enemies to the reft of mankind. 
The city of Alexandria was at that time divided into five quar- 
ters, which took their names from the five firft letters of the 
alphabet. In each of thefe fome Jews dwelt, but two were 
zrlmoft intircly peopled by them, and thence called the quarters 
of the Jews. They were therefore by the outrageous multi- 
tude violently driven out of all the other parts of the city, and 
confined to one quarter ; the houfes, from which they had been 
driven, were plundered, and all their effe£ts feized, as if they 
had been conquered in war. The rioters did not, fays Philo y 
cornmit thefe rohberies like thieves in the night, who are afraid 
of being brought to juftice, but in the face of the fun, fliew- 
ing what they had taken to all they met, with as mucj* confi- 
dence, as if it had been an inheritance or purchafe : nay, they 
publicly divided thefpoil in the market-place, in the pre fence of 
thofe very pcrfons whom they had plundered, adding mockery 



d Phi r.. Irgat. c. q. 
in Flacc. p 97 2 3 075. 



c Euseb. chron. p. 27, 28. 
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to their violence. As Flaccus never offered to check or re- 
ftrain them, they broke open the fhops and ware-houfes of the 
Jewijh merchants, which were then (hut on account of the 
public mourning for the death of Drufilla^ the emperor's 
fifter ; and thence conveyed away and fold to the beft bidder all 
their effects. Thus were the Jews at once driven from their f{ orr iiU 
habitations, reduced to beggary, and cooped up in a narrow cruelties 
corner of the city, where the Alexandrians doubted not, but praclifed. 
they would foon perifh, either by the inconveniencies of the upon the 
place, for moft of them were obliged to lie in the open air ; or Jews, 
by famine, for they were allowed to carry no provifions along 
with them ; or by the infection of the air and want of free 
refpiration, many thoufands of men, women, and children, 
being ftiut up in fo clofe and {"mothering a place. The Alexan- 
drians watched them narrowly night and day, to prevent them 
from making their efcape. But, in the end, hunger prevail- 
ing over fear, feveral found means to withdraw either to the 
fea-fide, or to fome remote burying-places ; but fuch of them 
as were difcovered, were tortured in a moft cruel manner, put 
to death, and their bodies ignominioufly dragged through the 
ftreets of the city. Thofe Jews who, not having any notice 
of the uproar, happened to come to the city from their country- 
houfes, were treated with the fame cruelty, and hurried away 
to the torture, or torn in pieces by the enraged multitude. 
Some of the rioters lay night and day on the hanks of the river, 
waiting there for the Jewijh merchants ; and as foon as any 
veflei arrived belonging to that nation, they leaped into it, 
feized the effects, and then burnt it, together with the owners. 
In fhort, when Jews appeared in any part of the city, except 
the narrow quarter allotted to them, they were fure of being 
tortured, in a moft barbarous manner, and maflacred. The 
leaft inhuman among the rioters difpatched them with the 
fword, or with fire, often burning whole families, without re- 
fpecting the old men, or pitying the infants ; and employing 
for fuel fuch of their effects as no one thought worth purchas- 
ing. Others more cruel, to prolong the torments of thofe 
unhappy wretches, having tied them to ftalces, kindled round 
them fires of moift and green wood , fo that, after they had 
long borne the torment of a flow fire, they pcrifhed at length, 
fuffbeated with the fmoke, when their bodies were but half 
burnt. Others, with ropes fattened to their feet, were drag- 
ged through the ftreets and public places of the city, the popu- 
lace infulting their bodies even after they were dead, trampling 
them under foot, and mangling them with fuch brutal cruelty, 
that not one member remained intire to entitle them to a fune- 
ral. They then, by way of mockery, pretended to bewail 

thofe 
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thofe whom they had thus inhumanly butchered : but if any of 
their friends or relations lamented them in earncft, they were 
immediately feized, whipped without mercy, and, after fuffer- 
ing all the torments which cruelty itfelf could invent, con- 
demned to the ignominious punifhment of the crofs g . 

Flaccus might, with one word, have put a ftop to the fury 
of the populace; but he the whole time pretended ignorance of 
the very things he few and heard. However,, he fent at laft 
for the leading men amongft the Jews, as if he defigncd to 
make up all differences between them and the people of Alexan- 
dria. The yews had at Alexandria an etbnarcb, or chief of 
their nation, whom Jofephus calls, as is commonly believed, 
alabarch h . They had likewife a council, which was eftablifhed 
by Auguftus ; and out of this Flaccus caufed thirty -eight per- 
fons to be feized, to be bound like criminals, fome with cords, 
others with chains, and in that condition to be dragged through 
the great market-place to the theatre, where the people were 
celebrating the birth-day of Caius, and there, in the prefence 
of their enemies, to be whipt fo unmercifully, that fome of 
them died foon after. In inflicting this punifhment, he chofe 
the moft ignominious method, (for different methods were then 
in ufe) treating them as public thieves and robbers. Thofe 
who outlived this cruel punifhment were imprifoned and kept 
under clofe confinement, till Flaccus himfelf was arretted, that 
is from the thirty-firft of Auguft, which was Caius*s birth-day, 
to the latter end of September. During this folemnity, which 
feems to have lafted feveral days, many Jews were crucified, 
after the people aflembled in the theatre had diverted them- 
felves with fcourging, racking, and torturing them at their 
pleafure. With thefe fcenes of cruelty they were daily enter- 
tained, till the Jews, either expiring on the rack, or hurried 
away to execution, gave room to dancers, players, and other 
diverfions in ufe amongft the Romans ; diverfions truly lefs 
horrible, but perhaps not more innocent. Such women as 
were fufpe&ed to be Jews were by the infulting populace feized, 
carried into the market-place, and there cxpofed naked to 
public view. Thofe who proved not to be Jews were imme- 
diately difmifled ; but to the Jewijh women they caufed hogs- 
fiefh to be immediately brought, which if they eat, they too 
were difmifTed untouched: but if, on the contrary, they ad- 
hered to their law, they were cxpofed to the greateft indignities 
imaginable, racked with all manner of torments, and put to a 
cruel death. Such was the condition of the Jews at Alexan* 

* Phil, in Flacc. p. 974 ioio. & legal, c. q. h Joseph. 
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dria for the fpace of about two months; for the perfecution 
continued to the feaft of tabernacles. Philo, to whom we are 
indebted for this account, fuffexed, no doubt, with the reft of 
his nation \ for he too was an Alexandrian Jew. We cannot 
help thinking his account fomewhat exaggerated ; and befides, 
are convinced, that the Jews gave fome occaflon to the unheard- 
of cruelty of the Alexandrians, which he has not thought fit 
to relate. King Agi'ippa, upon whofe arrival the tumult be- 
gan, did not in all likelihood continue Jong in a city where he 
had been fo ill received. However, during his ftay there, he 
was informed of the decree formerly made by the Alexandrian 
Jews in honour of Caius, and procured a copy of it, which 
he immediately tranfmitted to Rome, acquainting the emperor 
at the fame time with the conduct of Flaccus, who had fup- 
prc/Ted it. This provoked Caius to fuch a degree, that he im- placcus is 
mediately difpatched a centurion, by name Bajfus, with a band difgraud, 
of foldiers, to feize Flaccus. Bajfus arrived in a few days at 
Alexandria, and, landing by night, inquired for the officer 
who commanded the troops quartered in the city, with a defign 
to impart to him the emperor's orders, that he might hold his 
men ready in cafe of any refiftance. A foldier, whom he met 
in the ftreet, informed him, that the officer fupped that night 
with Flaccus, at the houfe of one Stcphanio. Hereupon the 
centurion fent one of his foldiers in the difeuife of a Have to 
Stepbanio's houfe, who, upon his return, informed him, that 
Flaccus was attended only by a fmall number of his dorneftics, 
and that no foldiers were to be feen in or about the houfe. 
Upon this intelligence,* BaJJiis immediately entered with all his 
men; and having left a party to guard the gates, went with the 
reft directly to the banquetting-hall, where, to the great terror 
of the guefts, he feized Flaccus, without meeting with the drrcjlcd % 
leaft oppofition, and carried him in bonds on board his veflel. *° 
Flaccus flatting up, when the centurion fir ft appeared, attempt- Kome * 
ed to make his efcape; but finding himfeif in a minute fur- 
rounded by armed men, he looked upon himfeif as loft, and 
yielded. When news of what had happened was brought to 
the Jews, who continued ftill fhut up in the fame place, they 
did not at firft give any credit to it, but looked upon it as a 
fnare laid for them. However, conjecturing from the noife and 
uproar which they heard in the night, that fomcthing cxtraorr 
dinaryhad happened, fo me of them ftole out, and, upon their 
return, cpnfirmed the joyful tydings, that Flaccus was certainly 
arrefted. Hereupon, with one voice, they returned thanks to 
the Almighty for their deliverance, pafTed the reft of the night 
in tinging hymns, and, upon the return of the day, went all 
in a body to the fca-fide, to renew there, as they had no ora- 
Vol, XIV, P torie$ 
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tories where they could afTemb!e, their thank (giving with more 
folemnity. Soon after, Baffus fet fail with his prifoner, who, 
after having much fuffered during the voyage, arrived at length 
at Ro?ne, where he had the mortification to fee himfelf accufed 
by Iftdorus and Lampo* who, with their flattering fpeeches, 
had put him upon perfecuting the Jews. But his greateft 
Where be enem y was the emperor himi'elf, who, on this occafton af- 

'JT^lw* f umin & tne 9 uaut y °f j u ^g e 3 condemned him to banifhrnent, 
»//tww/ declared his eftate and all bis efFedls forfeited, and feized them 
JJ1IL ' for himfelf. The only favour which Lepidus, who was his 

friend and then very powerful at court, could obtain for him, 
was, that he fhould be confined to Andros, and not to Gyarec^ 
purfuant to his fentence, which was the moft defert and aban- 
doned ifland in the Archipelago. He was therefore fent under 
a guard to Andres ? and there (hewn to the inhabitants, who 
were ordered to watch him, that he might not make his 
efcape. Some months after, he purchafed a fmall farm, and 
And fan there led a folitary and retired life, till he was, together with 
efur mur* tne other exiles, maflacred by Caius 9 $ orders. He defended 
dertd. himfelf with great bravery againft thofe who were fent to dis- 
patch him, but was in the end overpowered and cut in pieces 1 . 

The grievances of the Alexandrian Jews did not end with 
the authority of Flaccus. The tumult {till continued, that un- 
happy people were ftill cruelly infulted by the enraged populace, 
and the magiftrates of Alexandria refufed to acknowledge the 
Jczvs for citizens, fince Flaccus had declared them aliens. Here- 
upon both parties refolved to fend deputies to Rome^ and refer 
Philo is the decifion of their controvcrfy to the 'emperor. At the head 
fent with of the Jewijh embafly was Philo, and the celebrated Apion the 
thecbt - chief of the embafTadors from the city of Alexandria. Fbih 
raflcr of WES a Jew of the facerdotal race, and fprung from one of the 
cwbaf moft illuftrious families of Alexandria , where his brother was 
Jador ta alabarcb, or the chief of his nation in that city k . Jofephus 
aius * calls him a perfon every- way extraordinary 1 ; and truly his 

works were highly eftecmed both by the Cbriftians and Pagans , 
and he ranked amongft the beft writers of his time. He was 
Seme ae- not only well verfed in the facred books, to which the whole 
count of knowledge of the Jezvs wr.s, generally fpeaking, confined, but 
and thoroughly acquainted with the phiJofophy of the gentiles, and 
of Apion. thought to furpafs all the philofophers of his age, in the know- 
ledge of the maxims and tenets of Plato and Pythagoras. Pie 
applied himfelf chiefly to the ftudy of the Platonic philofophy, 
and with fuch fuccefs, that it was commonly faid at Alexandria* 
^Either Plato imitates Philo, or Philo Plato. The philofophers, 

'Phil in Flacc. p. 976 — q82. ^ Eusnn. 1. ii. c. 4. Josjiph. 
antirjuit. I.xviii. c. 10. 1 }<jsepii. antiq. Lxviii.c. 10. " 

who 
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who flourifhed in thofe times, flyled him the faond Plate, or, 
the yevutjh Plato 01 . A pi on was likewife a man of great learn- 
ing. He was, according to fome, a native of Oajis in Egypt : 
according to others, of the iQand of Creta, now Candla. Be 
that as it will, he was prefented with the citizenfhip of Alex- 
andria , and thence pafled for an Alexandrian n . He is by fome 
writers ftyled Pleijlonicus, which fignifies, illujlrious for many 
victories 0 ; but how he came by that name, we are no-where 
told. Suidas calls him Aiochtbus, perhaps inftead of Mocbthe- 
rus, which fignifies laborious p. He was by profeffion a gram- 
marian ; for fo were thofe formerly called, who were well 
verfed in polite literature. Julius Africanus ftyles him the moft 
inquifiiive of all the grammarians jand adds, that no one was bet- 
ter verfed in antiquities, or had made more difcovcries He was 
brought up by Didy?nus, a celebrated grammarian of Alexan- 
dria^ and afterwards inftrudtcd by Apollonius and Eupbanor r . 
He taught rhetoric at Rome under the emperors liber ins and 
Claudius, and was eftcemed a man of great erudition, and well 
verfed in the Greek hiftorians : his ftyle was elegant and eafy, 
but he is thought to have exaggerated the things which he re- 
lates to have been feen or heard by himfeif s . He vifited all the ci- 
ties of Greece^ as Pliny informs us l , in the beginning of Clau- 
dius's reign, and was every- where received as a fecond Homer* 
However, Seneca feems to have made no great account of his 
erudition, which chiefly confifted, as he writes, in the know- 
ledge of grammatical trifles. Of his works, and thofe of Philo % 
we fhall fpeak anon. 

The embafladors were, according to 'Jofephus, three of 
each fide, but five according to Philo, who was one of them, 
and confequently is more to be depended upon, if we will not 
fuppofe with a modern writer u , who ftrives to reconcile Philo 
and Jofepbus 9 that two more were afterwards fent by the Jews, ~, 
and the like number by the Alexandrians. They fet out from r -® g 
Alexandria in the midft of winter ; and arriving at Rome, were Rome 
forced to wait there till the return of Caius from Gaul, which and tranj- 
happened on the thirty-firft of Auguft. The Jewijh embafla- mit a me- 
dors, in the mean time, conveyed to the emperor, by means of mortal to 
king /fgrtppa, who was then at Rome, a memorial, wherein the einpe- 
they laid before him their deplorable condition, acquainted him rcr * tien 
with the hardfhips they had undergone, a flu red him of their ln Gaul, 
attachment to his perfon and government, and in a moft fub- 

m Hm r. de vir. illuft. & cpift. 84.. c. n. Phot. c. io-.- 
" Hirr. ibid. Suidas, p. 327. 0 Geu. 1. v. c. 14. & L 
vi. c. 8. Pun. 1. xxxvii. c. 5. p Suid. p. 3^5. <i Euskb. de 
pracpar. cvang. I. x c. 10. r Suidas, ibid. " Idem ibid. 
1 Pus- prxfat. &c Senec. epift. 88. « Tillbmon t, p. 800. 
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miflive manner implored his protection. When the emperor 
returned to Rome, the Alexandrian embafladors gained privately, 
with great funis and larger promtfes, the famous Helico, who 
was by birth an Egyptian, had formerly been a (lave, but was 
then in great favour with Cains, and his chamberlain. The 
Jewijb deputies were no fboner informed, that Helico had been 
gained over by their enemies, and did them all the ill offices with 
the emperor that lay in his power, than they ftrovc in their turn 
to bring him over to their intereft ; but he would not hearken to 
any of their propofals, nay, would not fo much as allow them ac- 
cefsto him. They therefore refolved to apply directly to the empe- 
ror, and accordingly drew up a memorial, which was but an 
abftracl of the longer addrefs, which they had a little before 
tranfmitted to him by means of Jgrippa. This they prefen ted 
to him in the field of Mars, as he was coming from the gar- 
dens of his mother Agrippina. Caius received the embafladors 
with a chearful and fmiling countenance, and fignifled to them 
with a fign of ( his right hand, that he would befriend them ; 
nay, he ordered Homulus, the introducer of embafladors, to 
acquaint them, that he would hear them himfelf, as foon as 
he was at leifure. From this favourable reception, it was ge- 
nerally concluded, that the Jews would gain their caufe, and 
triumph over their enemies. But Philo, whom age and expe- 
rience had taught not to lay great ftrefs upon fair words and 
outward appearances, dreaded the effects of the emperor's pre- 
tended friendfhip, and reafoned with himfelf thus : Here are 
embafladors from all parts of the world, and why mould the 
emperor diftinguifli us from the reft ? He knows we are Jews; 
and confequently, that we fliould think ourfelvcs happy to be 
only treated like other nations. Can we reafonably cxpecT: any 
extraordinary favour from a prince of another nation, or 1 up— 
pofe that he has not a greater kindnefs for the Alexandrians than 
for us ? He is partial to them without difpute ; and for their 
fake it is, that he is eager to determine the affair. I fliould be 
glad he would prove an impartial judge; but am afraid we fliall 
find him an advocate for them, and an enemy to us. In the 
mean time Caius, leaving Rome, went to fee one of his magni- 
ficent palaces, which ftood on the fea-fide ; and thither the 
Jcwijh embafladors followed him, expecting every moment to 
be called and heard by him, purfuant to the promife he made 
to them by Hamulus. At Puttoli they were firfr. informed of 
the danger they were in, not only of loflng their caufe again fr 
the Alexandrians, but of feeing their religion and nation ut- 
terly extirpated, in virtue of the order which the emperor had 
tranfmitted to Pet rant us, governor of Syria, commanding him 

to letup hisitatue in the temple of Jcrufelem. Upon this in- 
telligence, 
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tell twice, Philo, feeing no profpeft of fuccefs as to the buft- 
iief:Twith which he was charged, would have returned home 
with his collegues, could he have done it with honour- But 
though he now defpaired of fuccefs, yet he thought, that his 
dropping the fuit might be looked upon as the effeft of fear, 
and that his countrymen, who had fent him, might with feme 
rcA'on complain, as if, through want of courage, he had be- 
trayed their caufe. However, the ftorm which threatened the He is ad- 
l fr-tvs on account of the ftatue of Cains foon blew over, and ?nittcdtQ 
Fhilo was in the end admitted, with his collegues, to the em- an 
peror's pre fence. But they no fooner appeared before him, dience* 
than, from the fiercenefs of his looks, they concluded, that the 
emperor intended to aft not like a judge, but as an accufer ra- 
ther, and a party. For, inftead of advifing with men of know- 
ledge and experience, and hearing both fides indifferently in 
their turns, efpecially in a cafe of this confequence, where the 
lives and liberties of fo many men were at ftake, and privileges 
difputed, which for the fpace of four hundred years had never fc» 
much as been called in queflion, the tyrant gave them plainly to 
understand, that he did not defign to proceed according to the 
ordinary methods of law and juftice. The emperor was then at a 
fmall diftance from the city, paflinga few days at two country- 
feats, which, it feems, ftood very near each other, and had 
formerly belonged to Mec&nas and Lamias. Having therefore 
commanded the gardens belonging to both houfes, and the fe- 
verai apartments, to be opened, in order to view them, and 
entertain himfelf with the curiofities there, he fent at the 
fame time for the yewtjh and Alexandrian embafTadors, who 
were introduced to him while he was thus employed. Pkifo 
and his collegues no fooner came into the emperor's prefence, 
than they threw themfelves proftrate at his feet, addremnghim 
witlvthe titles of emperor and Augujlus. The emperor received 
them, notwithstanding the profound refpeft they fhewed him, 
in fuch manner, that they began to defpair, not only of fuc- 
cefs in their embafly, but even of their lives. For, with angry 
looks and a fcornful fmilc, Are you not execrable wretches, (aid 
he, declared enemies of the gods, Jince you ha ve the impudence to 
difpute a divinity that all the world acknowledges, and to ft up 
cgainfl Caius a god whom you cannot fo much as name ? At the 
fame time, lifting up his hands towards heaven, he uttered fuch 
blafphemies, as Philo, who was (truck with horror in hearing 
them, dares not repeat. The Alexandrian embafladors, con- 
cluding from this reception, that they had already gained their 
caufe, could not diflemblc their joy; and there was not one at- 
tribute peculiar to God, which they did not indifferently afcribe 
to Cains ^ who was highly delighted with their flattery. In or- 
der 
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der to provoke him ftill more againft the Jews, Iftdorus, a 
crafty insinuating flanderer, addreffing the emperor, If you knew, 
faid he, the mortal hatred which thefe men, and their zuhole na- 
tion^ bear to you, you would abhor and detcft them much more 
than you do. JVhen all the world were offering up their vows 
and prayers for the fafety of your p erf on , and the profperity of 
your government k , thefe alone, I mean all the Jews without ex- 
ception, flood out with their ufual flubbornnefs and objlinacy. At 
thefe words, the Jews cried out with one voice, that they were 
flandered, that they had offered hetacombs and facrifices for the 
happinefs of Caius and the empire ; and that after they had 
fprinkled the altar with the blood of the victims, they did not 
feafl among themfelves, as mofl other nations do, upon the 
flefh, but committed the whole facrifice to the facred fire : and 
this, added they, we have done upon three remarkable occa- 
fions, upon your acceffion to the empire, upon your recovery 
from that fit of ficknefs which proved fo fenfible an affliction to 
muft nations, and finally, for the fuccefs of your arms in Ger- 
many. You did perhaps offer facrifices, replied Caius, I allow 
it : but it was to another, not to me ; and what honour do I 
receive from your facrificing to another ? Thefe blafphemous 
words ftruck us, fays Pbilo, with horror, and chilled the very 
blood in our veins. In the mean time, Caius hurried from one 
apartment to another, taking a view of all the rooms and offi- 
ces, finding fault where any thing was amife, and directing how 
it fbould be mended. Thus he vifited every corner of both 
houfes, the Jews being obliged all along to attend him, tho* 
joftled and derided by the whole company, efpecially by their 
adverfaries, who were the whole time mimicking them, like 
buffoons on the ftage : and truly the whole, fays Philo, looked 
rather like a comedy, than a ferious negotiation ; but as they 
were now at the mercy of the tyrant, who was both their 
judge and their enemy, they had no defence left them but filence 
and patience. After Caius had given fome neceflary orders 
about his buildings, he turned to the Jews, and gravely afked 
them, Why they fo much fcrupled eating hogs-flefh ? Here- 
upon the whole company, fome out of flattery, others becaufe 
they were diverted with the queflion and mockery, burft into 
fo loud a laughter, that fome of Caius's officers were highly 
offended at the liberty they took, thinking it inconfiftent with 
the refpecl: due to the majefty of the prince. To the empe- 
ror's queftion the Jews anfvvered with great refpecr, that feve- 
ral people and places had their fcveral fafhions and cuftoms, and 
that their adverfaries were prohibited fome things as well as 
they : fome people, for inftance, faid one of them, abftairi 
from lamb. Very well, replied Caius y merrily j I cannot 
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blame them; for lambs-flefh is not v«ry favour y. After the 
emperor had thus rallied and ridiculed them for fome time. «u 
the end he afked them all on a fudden in a paiELn, WWa* 1 ti i 
they had to the privileges of Alexandrian citizens, and t 
freedom of that city? Hereupon they began to lay bef"-< 
their reafons; but he, rinding they were of great ftrentr 
not knowing how thofe which they had already alledg 
be well confuted, flarted up in the midft of their 0.1 • 
and ran into a great hall; where, after he had walked a > 
he caufod the windows to be fhut ; and then returning t 
Jcivifb embafladors, he afked them with an air more compel 
What thev had to fav? But thev had fcarce besun to n 
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and ran in great hafte into another room, to fee feveraJ originjls 
done by the moft famous painters of antiquity. The jetvfj 
finding themfelves fo often interrupted, and expecting nothing 
from fo mercilefs a tyrant but immediate death, had recourfc to 
the true, for protection againft the pretended, god. Their 
prayers were heard, and Caius, without further outrages, dil- 
milted them, faying, Thefe men are not fo wicked, as igno- 
rant a/d unhappy, in not believing me to be a god. The 
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having thus efcaped with their- lives fefe; not that they dreaded 
any kind of death, fays Pbilo^ which, had it been any -ways 
conducive to the preservation of their law, they would with 
great pleafure have embraced; but becaufe their deftruction 
Would have been inevitably attended with the utter ruin ot 
thofe who had fent them. As for the fubjedt of their embafly, 
they could not promife themfelves a favourable fentence from 
a judge, who would not fo much as hear them, being highly 
incenfed againft their whole nation, as the only people fubjeft 
to Rome, who refufed to acknowledge his divinity. They 
continued in the city, waiting with the greateft anxiety imagin- 
able for the decifion of their caufe; for upon the fentence, 
which the emperor might think fit to pronounce, depended the 
fate of the whole Jervijh nation, who would be every- where 
perfecuted and fliipped of their effects, privileges, oratories, 
tzfe. if the emperor mould countenance the Alexandrians in 
their cruel and unwarrantable proceedings againft them f . Jo~ 
fepbus feems to fpeak of another audience granted by Cams to 
the yewijb and Alexandrian embafladors ; wherein Apion in- 
veighed with great bitternefs againft the Jews % alledging many 
things againft them; but his main charge was, that whereaj 
temples and altars were erected to Cains by all other nations, 

4 
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and the fame adoration paid to him as to the reft of the gods, 
the Jews alone obftinately refufed either to confecrate images 
to him, or to fwear by his name. When Philo was about to 
reply in behalf of the Jews, Cuius in a great rage commanded 
him to be filcnt, and with dreadful menaces bid him be gone. 
Hereupon Philo, turning to his collegucs, Let us take courage, 
faid he; now Caius is againft us, God tuill be for us s. What 
fentence Caius pronounced in the end, we find no- where re- 
corded : all we know is, that, during his whole reign, the 
yews were grievoufly perfecuted and opprefTed by the Alexan- 
drians* \ and that Alexander Lyfwiachus, brother to Philo, 
and alabarch of the Alexandrian Jezus, was, by Caiits's orders, 
committed to prifon, and there detained till he was difcharged 
by Claudius; upon whofc accefiion to the empire, the Jews, 
notwithftanding their boaftcd patience, betook themfclves to 
arms, which occafioned a great tumult at Alexandria. Ciait- 
dins, upon the firft tidings of the commotion, wrote to the 
governor of Egypt, injoining him to appeafe it ; and, at the 
requeft of the two kings, Agrippa and Herod, enacted an 
edi£t, which he fent to Alexandria, confirming to th e Jews all 
the privileges they had ever enjoyed in that city, and declaring 
all the proceedings of Caius againft them null and void 1 (E). 

I HE 

% Joseph antiq I. xviii. c. 10. h Idem, 1. xix. c. 4. 1 Idem, 
ibid. 

(£) To this relation we (hall fubjoin a fuccincl account of the 
works of Philo and of Apion. Philo defcribed in five books the 
evils fufFcrcd by the Jtnvs under Caius ; and thefc books, as he 
made frequent digrcfiions in them upon the vices of that prince, he 
ftyled ironically, O/" the -virtues of Caius ( ij. Of thefe hvc books 
Eufebius takes that which has reached our times, under the title of 
Philo'j cmbaffy to Caius, to be the firft (2). Pbotius ftyles it, Caius 
blamed {^). The fecond of thefe five books is, according to both 
thefe writers, that which is commonly known by the title of Philo 
againft Flaccus, and which Pbotius calls Flaccus blamed (4). How- 
ever, the book againft Flaccus feems to have been written before 
that of his embafly; fince, in the end of the latter (5), he tells us, 
that he has already defcribed the inexpreflible calamities fufFered by 
the Alexandrian '/iivs ; and thefe calamities are the chief fubject of 
his book againft Flaccus. The three other books, or parts of that 
work, have been long fince loll; for Pbotius feems to have been 
acquainted with no other, but the two above-mentioned, books 
written by Philo on that fubjecl (6;. PbiU is faid to have read 

(:) Eufcb. I. i.e. ^. & iH. { z) Eufeb.c. 5 iff 6. (z)Phct. 
c. io^. (4) Eufcb. & Phot. ibid. (5) Philo inlcgat. p. 104.3. 
I'-iff- biji. G,cic. I. ii, c. 7. 

them 
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them during the reign of Claudius in full fenate, when they were 
heard with uncommon applaufe, and ordered to bedepofited in the 
public library (7). The author feems to addrefs himfelf to the 
emperor Claudius in his book againft Flaccus. St. Jerom mentions 
in his catalogue feveral books written by Pbih ; but of thefe ( which 
is very furprifing) takes not the leaft notice. The reader will find 
in Eufebius (S) and St. Jerom (9) a catalogue of his other works upon 
the fcripture, and various different fubjects. Eufebius commends 
the fublimity of his thoughts in explaining'the fcripture (10); and 
Origin writes, that moll of his books upon the law of Mofes were 
generally eileemed by men of learning (1 1). Photius, on the con- 
trary, thinks he frequently neglects the obvious and literal, to hunt 
after an allegorical, fenfe (12). The fame writer obferves, that 
Philo often follows opinions contrary to the principles of the Je*wijb 
religion, and that he does not feem to difapprove the fuperftitious 
honours paid to the emperor Auguftus. St. Jerom ascribes to him 
the Greek interpretation of the proper names in the pentateuch and 
the prophets (13). Some writers will have him to have been like- 
wife the author of a Latin hiftory, containing the moft remarkable 
incidents from the creation to the reign of Saul ; but others think, 
that work, which often contradicts the fcripture, altogether un- 
worthy of Philo (14). St. Jerom fays, that fome ancient writers 
afcribed to Philo the book oftvifdom (15) ; but that he was not the 
author of that book, is plainly (hewn by a modern writer of no 
mean character ( 16). Some writers tell us, that, in the reign of 
Claudius, he became acquainted with St. Peter at Rome, and con- 
tracted a friendihip with that apoftle (17) 3 nay, Photius adds (18), 
that he embraced the chriftian religion, and afterwards renounced it 
upon fome di Icon tent. But the iilence of all other writers, with 
refpect to this particular, makes us queftion the truth of what Pho~> 

tins after ts. 

Apion wrote feveral books ( 19), of which we find one only quot- 
ed by the ancients, namely, his hiftory of Egypt, containing a par- 
ticular and diftinfl account of all the curioiities and antiquities of that 
country. Eufebius (20) and Tatian (21) cite fome paftages out of 
the fifth book of this work, which was in all likelihood the laft. 
As all the Alexandrians bore an irreconcileabie hatred to the Je<ws 9 
no wonder that Apion filled his writings with falfe and (landerous 
accounts of them ; which Jofephus with great erudition confutes in 
a book, which he publifhed againfl him and other pagan writers, 
in defence of the Jews, and intituled, An anfouer to Apion. Se- 

(7) B»feh. /. ij. c. 18. (8) Idem, ibid. (9) Hier. de <vir, 
illuft. mi. (10) Idem, ibid. (11) Orig. in Mattb. p. 369. 
(12) Phot, c. 105. {13) Bier. nam. Hebr. c. 3. (14) Voff. 
Hid. I. ii. c. 7. (15) Hier. epijf. cxv. (16) Pu Pin refonfe 

tin remarque de fere de 5. Vanne. (17) Eufcb. I. ii. c . 17. Hier, 
denjir. Muft. c. II. {1%) Phot, c. 109. (19) Suid. p. 356, 
Aul. Gil, p. 14.6. Plitt. I. xxxvii. c. ?. (20) Eu/eb. fra?p. c*vang y 
A x. c. 1 1. (zi ) Tatian, orat. ad Grac. f>. 172, 

Vol. XIV. E vera! 
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His ftcond The following year, Caius refumed the fafces, having for 
cwfuljbip. his collegue Lucius Apronius Cefianus (N), but held them only- 
thirty days f . When he entered upon his confulfhip, and alio 
when he refigned it, he took the ufual oaths, like a private ci- 
tizen; but while he thus affected popularity, he filled the city 
vyith blood and /laughter, caufing thofe very perfons, who had 

f Dio. p. 649. Suet. c. 17. Tacit, annal. 6. c. 4. Norris 
fcp. cpn. p. 28. 

veral perfons feeming toqueftion the truth of what he had advanced 
in his Jcivifb antiquities, alledging, that if the race of the Jews 
was as ancient and illuftrious nsjoftpbus makes it, the Greek hifto- 
rians wquld have taken notice of them, he undertook another work, 
wherein he not only mews, that feveral hiftorians have mentioned 
the Jews, but confutes the calumnies publifhed againft them by 
divers authors, efpecially by Apion. This work is by Eufebius (22) 
and St. Jerom (23) intituled, Of the Jewilh antiquities. Apion noc 
only ftxove to difcredit the Jews in his hiltory of Egypt, but wrote a 
book, of which they were the only fubject {24;, filled with calum- 
nies againft that nation, fallhoods, and accounts altogether fabu- 
Jous ; which Jo/epbus. confuted, after he had ended his antiquities. 
Apion 9 after having in his writings derided circumcifion in a moft 
fcurrilous manner, was himfelf by a diftemper obliged to fubmitto 
it, hut to no effect ; for the wound putri fying, he died foon after, 
by a jull judgment, fays Jofepbus, in great mifery and torments (25). 
The famous ady^n ure of aflave named Androcks, who was nourifh- 
ed, duringthe fpace of three years, by a lion, whom he had cured 
of a wound, and by the fame known in the fight of all Rome, when 
he was e^pofed in the amphitheatre to be devoured by the wild 
hearts, muii have happened about this time; for Apion, as quoted 
fc>y A Jus Gcltius (26 , allures us, that he was an cye-witnefs of that 
furpriljng and affecting fcene ; and adds, that the grateful lion was 
faved, and the flave prefented with his liberty. 

(N) Ctjiunus held the conful ftiip till July, with Sanwhtus, or ra- 
ther Sanquinius Maximus, governor of Rome, who had been fubfti- 
tuted to Caius. Sanyuinius had been like wife conful under Tiberius H 
but in what year we find no- where recorded (27). Cn. Domitius 
Corbulo wa3 alfo conful at this time, from the firft of July, as is 
commonly believed (28), to the fourth or fecond of September, when 
Cuius ignominiouHy depofed both confuls ( 29). Cor6u/o y s collegue 
was fq affected witn the affront, that he laid violent hands on him- 
felf, and Caius named in his room Domitius Afcr, a celebrated 
orator (30). 

( zz) Eitftb. prs?p. evang. ( iii. c. 9. Hier. <vir. illufi. 

e. 13. (z.\) En/lb. p. 490. Jufl. arat. ad Grate, p. 9, 10. 
( *5) 7°f'pb. in //p. L ii. (26J Aid. G<U. I. v. c. 14. (z') 

n<o. 1 hx. p. 651. (zSJ Goltx.faji. p, 238. (29) Dio. 

uid.p. 665. Sutt. c. 25. Go/fx., ibid, 

been 
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been imprifoned by Tiberius, and by himfclf fet at liberty, to be 
dragged to prifon again, and executed for the pretended crimes 
with which they had been charged in the former reign g . The His hatt ed 
people not aflifring at the mows, which he exhibited almoft 10 the Ro- 
every day, with the afliduity he erpe&ed, he commanded the uwnfeofU. 
pubJic granaries to be fhut up, with a defign to ftarve them, 
and laid hold of all opportunities that offered todo them what mis- 
chief he could. Once in particular he caufed them ail to be 
driven by his guards out of the circus, on which occafion great 
numbers of the common people were crumed to death in the 
throng, and above twenty knights, and as many women of 
diftin&ion. At another time, becaufe they did not declare for 
the gladiators whom he favoured, he caufed the fails* which 
covered the amphitheatre, to be taken down ; and having thus 
expofed them to the fcorching heat of the fun, he threatened 
with prefent death fuch as fhould offer to ftir h . Nay, the ac- 
clamations of the people in the theatre differing one day from 
his, he uttered the inhuman wifh, that the whole Roman pea- His iuhu- 
fle had but one neck, that he might difpatch them all at a blow, man %viJ?K 
He often wifhed for fome great calamity, as if the monfter him- 
fclr had not been curfe and calamity enough. He envied jfu* 
guftus the happinefs of an army maffacred, and Tiberius the fad 
difafter at Fidcnte, where fifty thoufand perfons were maimed, 
or perifhed by the fall of an amphitheatre. In fhort, declaring 
himfelf an open enemy to his people, he often made ufe of the 
expremon of the old tragedian : Orderint dum metuant, Let 
them hate me as much as they pleafc, Jo they do but fear me. On 
the other hand, the people confidering him no longer as their 
lawful fovereign, but as their implacable enemy, one day, to be 
revenged on him, rifing up, abandoned the fhows, which he 
was exhibiting at an immcnfe charge ; which piqued him to fuch 
a deg rcc, that he immediately left Rome and retired to Campa- 
nia, whence he did not return to the city till the feaft of his 
fitter Drujilla, which hefolemniicd with extraordinary magni- 
ficence K Hiftorians this year take notice of the foolifh regard Thefoolifo 
he paid to one of his horfcs, named huitatus^ whom he often regard he 
invited to his table, fed with gilt oats, and prefented with the paid fo bis 
moll delicious wines in cups of gold. Hisftablewaa all of marble, horjc In- 
his manger of ivory, his collar of pearls, and his coverings of cicaCU9 « 
rich purple* He appointed him a great number of attendants, 
and fupplied him with furniture no lefs magnificent than his own, 
that he might receive and entertain, In a manner fui table to his 
rank, fuch as came to wait upon him $ for he was a member of 
the college of Caius'a pricfts, and collegue to Claudius, to Ca- 

6 Dio. ibid »■ Suet. c. 26. 1 Dro p. Ip, Scut c. 30. 
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fonia 9 and to the chief nobility of Rome ; nay the emperor de- 
figned to raife him to the confulfhip, and would have honoured 
him, as was commonly believed, with that dignity, if he had 
lived longer k . 

Cat us had hitherto difepproved of Tiberius 9 s conduct, and 
feemed to be greatly pleafed with the invectives that were 
uttered againft him. But this year, coming one day to the 
fenate, he told the confcript fathers, that he, who was empe- 
ror, might well cenfure the meafures of his predeceflbr ; but 
that it feemed very ftrange to him, that they mould prefume 
to find fault with one who had governed them as their lord and 
Mis odd fovereign. You inveigh againjt him, faid he, as a tyrant, for. 
fpeecb to having put many zuorthy citizens to death, zvithout reflecting that 
the fenate, you y our f elves are jnyolved in the fame guilt, fence he cau fed none 

to he executed, who had not been firji convicted by your evidence, 
and condemned by your decrees. Since you honoured him Jo much 
during his life, it ill becomes you thus to infult his memory after 
his death. Tour conduct Jhews me zvbat I may expeSf from you 
•when I am gone. Having faid many things to this purpofe, in 
the end he upbraided the whole fenate as the creatures and depen- 
dents of SejanuSy as the betrayers of his mother and brothers, as 
a herd of mean -fpiri ted flaves and flatterers, and concluded with 
introducing Tiberius, addrefling him in the following terms : 
You have faid nothing, O Caius, but what I have by long ex- 
. perience found to be true; defpi*e them therefore as unworthy 
of yourefteem and affection, -id ufe them with all the feverity 
they deferve. They all hate you in their hearts, wifh for your 
death, and will aflailinate you, if they can with impunity. Lay 
afide therefore all hopes of winning their affections, defpife 
their impotent rage, and employ all your thoughts about your 
own fafety: whatever moft conduces to that, is mod juft and 
equitable. By this means you will have nothing to fear, you 
will enjoy your pleafures in fafety, and at the fame time be ho- 
noured by them ; for they have not the courage to oppofe you. 
If you ftudy to gain their affections, you may perhaps acquire 
an empty reputation, which will die with you ; but muft refign 
your power, which will offer them an opportunity of attempt- 
ing upon your life, and deftroying you ; for the yoke of fove- 
reignty is ever grating ; a prince is honoured fo long as he is 
£ ? . dreaded; when he is not feared, he is defpifed; and woe to 
the Lim> <if*^ dt prince, whofe fubjects are more powerful than he Cairn 
nsiij.j.j. having thus fpolce, revived the law of treafon, and withdraw- 
ing from the fenate, retired forthwith into the country. The 

k Dio. p. 650. Suet. c. $5. J Dio. ibid. p. 652. 

Suet. c. 30. 
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fenators, thunder-ftruck with fuch an unexpe&ed fpeech, and 
in the atmoft confternation on account of the dangers that 
threatened them ; for who had not exclaimed againft Tiberius? 
were not capable of coming to any refolution that day ; but the 
following longfpeechcs were made in commendation of fo mer- 
ciful, fo gracious a prince, who after fuch juft and well deferved 
reproaches, had been fo generous as not to exert his ven- 
geance : they enacted a decree, ordering the day, on ^ which he <TheJla<uiJh 
made this memorable fpeech, to be yearly folemnized with Spirit of 
m£an\s and facrifices as a feftival ; and heaped innumerable other tbefenate* 
honours upon a prince, who had given fuch glaring inftances 
of his clemency and good- nature. One would think that fuch 
praifesmuft have parted for fatire and mockery. But ambition 
is a credulous paffion : Cains was highly pleafcd with fuch ho- 
nours and praifes ; ■ but neverthelefs put afterwards many of 
thofe to death, who had fpoken ill of 'Tiberius^ though he hated 
all who {poke well of him m . 

This year is alfo remarkable for the famous work which Caius 
Cains undertook at Putcoli : it is difficult to determine which ^ Ui /j s a . 
was greater, the folly or the extravagancy of the attempt. To bridge up- 
ihew his power and greatnefs, and that he was able to walk up- 071 e ' ea ' 
on the feaas well as the land, he caufed an infinite number of 
mips to be gathered together in ail parts, and a great many new 
ones to be built, which were all brought into the bay of Baits 
and Puteoli in Campania. There from the point of Baics to 
the oppofite fhore of Putcoli they were placed in two rows in tfke ex- 
the form of a crefcent, being faftened and moored together pence and 
with anchors, chains, and cables. So many {hips were em- extra<va- 
ployed in this foolifli undertaking, that none being left to con- gance of 
vey corn to Rome, the city was greatly diftrefTed by famine, this under- 
which continued to the reign of Claudius ", and, to the great taking. 
fatisfadtion of Caius , fwept off" daily great numbers of the peo- 
ple. Se?itca tells us, that when Caius was killed, there was 
not fufficient corn in the public granaries to maintain the people 
eight days .longer °. When the {hips were well faftened and 
fecured, vaft quantities of large planks and boards ware lard 
over them, and covered with earth. Then to make this flu- 
pendous work the more magnificent and furprifine, he fent for 
an infinite number of artificers and workmen, who, at an im- 
menfc charge, and with incredible expedition, Caius punifhing 
the lead reiniflhefs with prefent death, built houfes and conve- 
nient inns on the bridge for the reception of the emperor and 
his numerous retinue. Into thefe public houfes was conveyed 

m D10 ibid. n Idem, p. 6^2. Suet. c. 37. Josnra. anciq. 

3. xix. c. 1. • Senlc. de brev. \ it c. iS. 
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frefli water in pipes from the land, Cairn taking delight in fuch 
things only, as to others feemed impolfible. When this won- 
derful work was completed, Caius repaired to it with all the 
great lords of Rome, being attended by immenfe crouds of 
people who flocked from every quarter to behold this mighty 
pomp. Upon his arrival at Baits he offered folemn facrinces 
to the gods, especially to Envy, left the other deities fliouid be 
touched with jealoufy in feeing their glory eclipfed by his. 
Then proudly adorned with magnificent robes of gold, and 
armed with the breaft-plate of Alexander the Great, having a 
civic crown on his head, accompanied with the great officers of 
his army and all the nobility of Roine^ he mounted on horfe- 
back, and entering upon the bridge of Baiec, nd with an aw- 
ful majefty to Puteo/i. There he refided the remaining part of 
the day, and the following night, when with an infinite num- 
ber of torches, lanthorns, and other lights placed in different 
parts of the work, the fea, the neighbouring mountains, and 
the more, were illuminated to a vaft diftance, Caligula boaft- 
ing, that he had turned the night into day, as well as the fea 
into land. The next day he appeared in the habit peculiar to 
the charioteers in the circus, and in a chariot drawn by two 
Irately horfes, being attended by young Darius, the Parthian 
hoftage, a fquadron of his guards, in bright armour, and a 
great train of his friends, magnificently attired, and likewife in 
their chariots, he fet out on his return to Baits, but halted 
about the middle of the bridge; and there, afcending a magni- 
ficent throne, made a folemn oration in praife of his own ex- 
ploit in riding fomany miles upon the fea, and of the pains and 
care taken by his foldiers and workmen, among whom he di- 
flributed large rewards. He fpent all the day and the next 
night in this place, revelling and banquetting with his friends ; 
and when be began to be heated with wine, that he might per- 
form fome memorable action before he left his bridge, he all on 
a fudden caufed great numbers of people to be thrown into the 
fea without diftin£Hon of friend or foe, noble or ignoble ; and 
when they attempted to climb up into the vcflels, he ordered 
them to be thruft off ; fo that many periftied, though the far 
* greater part faved themfelves, however drunk, by hvimming, 
the fea proving extremely calm and fmooth the whole time, 
which Caius foolifhly afcribed to the refpecl: Neptune had for 
him as a more powerful deity f\ After this Caius returned to 
Rome, and entered the city in triumph, for having overcome, 
as he boaftedj nature itfelf. Upon his departure, the bridgCj 

pDio. p. 653. Suet- c. 37, 19. Joseph, antiq. 1. xviii. c. 6. 
tc J. xix. c.i, 6e nec. brev. vit. C- 1 H. 
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as Dion Cajffius feems to infmuate % was immediately broke 
down, and the fhips empluyed in it reftored to the owners. 
In fuch wild and ufekfs attempts did Cains (quander away in 
the fpace of two years, befides his ordinary revenues, the im- 
menfe treafure left by Tiberius, amounting to eighteen mil- 
lions of our money. As to the motive, which prompted him 
to fuch an extravagant undertaking, authors arenotagreed (O). 

Cuius having by this and many other extravagancies exhauft- U; s a <va~ 
ed and drained his exchequer, he betook himfelf to all manner rice and 
of rapine, inventing fuch kinds of penalties, con fi feat ions, and enormous 
impofb, as had never before been heard of. He would not anions. 
allow any one to be legally a citizen of Rome, whofe grant ran 
in the following terms ; To him and his pojierity, unlefs he was 
his fon, pretending that the word pojierity did not extend beyond 
that degree ; fo that moft of the Roman citizens were obliged 
to purchafe their freedom anew. He declared the wills void of 
all, from the beginning of Tiberius 9 s reign, who had not named 
either that prince or himfelf amongft their heirs. Hereupoa- 
feveral perfons named him in their wills amongft their friends 
and children, which he knowing, caufed them under feveral 
pretences to be put to death, that he might receive his fhare the 
fooner; nay, he was heard once to fay, that it was a great pre- 
fumption in them to live, and keep him out of his inheritance. 
No commodity whatever, not even the neceflaries of life, were 
exempt from fome tax or other. For all actions at law, in 
what place foever commenced, he exafted the fortieth part of 
the thing in controverfy, and laid heavy fines on fuch as were 
convicted either of compounding or dropping the fuit. He en- 
a&edalaw, injoining all artificers, labourers, porters, carriers, 

* Dio. ibid. 



(O) Some write, that he built this bridge in imitation of Xerxes* 
who laid a wonderful one over the Hellefpont, as we have related in 
our hiftory of Perf.a. Others fay, that being then upon the point 
of invading Germany and Britain, hedeligned to terrify them with 
the report of fome extraordinary work. But Suetonius tells us, that 
when he was but a boy, he was informed by his grandfather, tha,t 
Cuius had been put upon this undertaking by certain aftrological pre- 
dictions of the celebrated Tbrafyllus, who, rinding Tiberius unrefolv- 
ed as to his fucccflbr, yet more inclined to his own grandfon than 

to Cuius, told him, Jtivas as bard a matter for Caius to be emperor 9 
as it was for him to ride over the gulpb of Baia?. Suctonius's grand- 
father lived under Caius, and had thi3 intelligence from perfons who 
were in high favour with him (62). 

(62) Suet. c. 19.* 
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Ifc. to pay into the exchequer the eighth part of their daily gains. 
Every proftitute was obliged to pay a certain portion of what 
Turns bis ftie earned ; nay, he was not afhamed to turn his own palace 
palace into into a brothel-houfe, maintaining there great numbers of" pro- 
a brothel lhtutes, and fending his officers to invite people of all ranks to 
andagam- his diverfions. He received the money himfeU of fuch as came, 
ing-boufe. ant ] ordered his officers to enter their names in his books, as of 

perfons well affefted to Ctsfar. He like wife encouraged gam- 
ing-houfes, frequenting them himfelf; nay, at laft he appointed 
an apartment in his own palace for gamefrers, and there fpent 
great part of his time. We are told, that one day, in the 
miuft of his game, obferving two Roman knights of great 
eftates accidentally paffing by, he immediately went down, 
caufed both to be apprehended, and their eftates to be confif- 
cated ; and then returning with joy to his game, boafted, that 
he had never had a better throw. Another time wanting 
money for his flake, he went down, and caufed feveral noble- 
men to be put to death ; then returning told the company, that 
while they fat playing for fmall fums, he had won fix hundred 
thoufand fefrerces. He ufed frequently to expofe to fale the 
effects of the condemned perfons, and oblige the rich citizens 
to buy them at the price he was pleafed to fet upon them } 
which was Co high, that many noble families were by that 
means reduced to poverty. He forced, not to mention others, 
a wealthy citizen, by name Jlpollonius Saturninus^ to pay nine 
millions of fefterces for thirteen gladiators, whom he expofed 
to fale with all the furniture of the amphitheatre. A daughter 
being born to him about this time, he complained publicly of 
his poverty, not only as an emperor, but as a father; but ap- 
plied to his own ufe all the prefents and contributions made by 
the people for the education and portion of the child r . The 
law of majefry, which he revived, proved an inexhaufhble 
fund for the increafing of his revenues. Dion CaJJius enu- 
merates a great many Worthy citizens, who were put to death 
for no other crime but their great wealth ; and tells us, that one 
"Junius Pri feus ^ praetor, who had been condemned and executed 
under colour of fomc other crime, being found after his death 
pofTelTed but of a fmall eftate, the emperor cried out, / have 
been impofed upon\ Junius teas not guilty (P). Lucius Fitellius^ 

governor 

1 Suet. c. 38 — 43. 

(P) Dion C^jfius telta us in this place how Domitius /4fcr efcaped 
condemnation. He was, fays Tacit us (63), more famous for his 
eloquence than his integriry . He had been under Tiberius a zealous 

(6 3 ) c f<*cit. annul, vi. c, 52, 

Siccufciji 



ChaK 17? 72* Roman Hifiory '. 4.1 

governor of Syria, had acquired great wealth in that province, D.Jigns to 
and befides, his great power, and the reputation he had gained deftroy'Lw- 
amongft the foldiery, gave Cat us no 

thereupon recalled him with a defign to put him to death, un- b\x*gwer- 
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accufer, and acled that part againft Claudia Pulchra, an intimate 
friend and coufin to Agrippina, as we have related above. It was 
not, however, this that provoked Cains againft him , but his being 
efteemed the moft eloquent orator of his age, which glory Caiuj 
thought due to himfelf ; and therefore refolved to rid himfelf of the 
only perfon who difputed it with him. Domitius erecledthis year a 
ftatue to the emperor with an infcription, importing, that he was: 
conful the fecond time in the twenty feventh year of his age. This 
he meant as a compliment; but Caius, who wanted a pretence to 
deftroy him, pretended, that he thereby reproached him with his 
youth, and a violation of the laws, forbidding any one to be raifed 
to the confular dignity at that age. He therefore took upon him 
to accufe him himfelf, and delivered in the fenate a long fpecch, 
which he had compofed againft him . Domitius , inftead of anfwering; 
it, which, without all doubt, would have coft him his life, extolled 
the eloquence of the fpeaker, admired the propriety of his expref- 
ftons, repeated the moft remarkable paffages, giving them theic du jfe 
weight, and pointing out their beauties., {iff. When he was or- 
dered to make his defence, inftead of anfwering the emperor's ora- 
tion, he threw himfelf at his feet, acknowledged him for his maf- 
ter in eloquence, and declared, that he defpifed life after he was 
thus bereaved of the glory on which he piqued himfelf, of being 
efteemed the beft orator of his age. Cat us was fo well pleafed with 
this pretended fubmiffion, that he not only forgave him, but raifed 
him that very year to the confulate. Calixtus> one of Caius's freed - 
men, whom Domitius had gained, and who had proved very fervice- 
able to him on this occafion, having one day made ufe of the liberty 
which Caius allowed him to complain of the bitter invectives, 
which he had uttered againft one, whom he knew to be free from 
all guilt, the emperor returned him this anfwer ; Would you ka*ve 
had me to lofe fo fine a difcour/c (64) ? Pbilo places in this year the 
maflacre of the exiles, and tells us, that Caius. not being able one 
night to take any reft, being haunted, as it frequently happened, 
with inward horrors, he began to think, that the baniihed perfons 
were too happy, that they lived in cafe and tranquillity, and wanted 
neither the neceflaries nor conveniences of life. Hereupon con- 
cluding with himfelf, that it was not reafonable criminals Ihould 
enjoy any happinefs, as foon as day appeared, he made a lift of the 
moft eminent pcrfona amongft them, and difpatched officers with 
orders to put them all to death, which occafioned an univerfal 
mourning among* the moft illuftrious families of Rome. At the 
head of this black lift was Flaccus, who had been governor of 

(64; Dio. p. 644, 544.. 
Vol. XIV. F 
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dcr pretence, that through his negligence the Parthians h«4 

driven Tiridates from the kingdom of Armenia, which had 
been given him by Tiberius, yitellius was a man of good ta- 
lents and qualifications, had eminently diftinguifhed himfelf ia 
the army, and in the government of provinces, fays Tacitus % 
exercifed the integrity of a primitive Roman. But his dread of 
Caligula changed him into a contemptible flave, and he is hand- 
ed down to pofterity as a pattern of the moft infamous flattery. 
Who for- For the firft time Caius deigned to admit him to his prefence, 
feitshisre- he appeared before him in a modeft drefs, and accofted him with 
putathn to the fame ceremonies that were pra£tifed by the Romans, when 
fame his they approached their gods, that is, having his head covered 
J'/** with a vail, turning himfelf round, and then falling down pro- 

ftrate before him c . Caius was fo taken with this unexpected 
behaviour, that he not only forgave him, but thenceforth num- 
bered him amongft his moil intimate friends. For he was the 
firft who introduced amongft the Romans the cuftom of ap- 
proaching the emperors, as the Parthians and other eaftera. 
nations did their monarchs u . We fhall haye occafion to re- 
late in the courfe of this hiftory other inftances of his flavifh 
Ipirit and fervile fubrniflion. He was fucceeded in the govern- 
ment of Syria by P. Petronius, of whom hereafter. We are 
told, that Seneca was about this time in imminent danger of 
lofing his life, for no other crime, but having pleaded a caufe in 
the fen ate with great eloquence, and univerfal applaufe. This 
Caius, who was prefent, and pretended to be the heft orator of 
rjis age, could not bear, and would therefore have difpatched 
him, had he not been allured by one of his courtefans, that 
Seneca was infected with a diftemper, which would foon cor- 
rupt his body, and put an end to his life w (Q^ ). 

The 

• Tacit, annal. 1. vi. c. 32. * Suet, in vit. c. 2. u Dio. 
p. 661. Philo legat. p. 1008. ' Suet. ibid. w Dio. p. 655. 

EsyP* > ana " confined a few months before to the ifland of Andros ( 65). 
Eujebius fixes this cruel execution to the laft year of Caius' a reign(66); 
but Philo places it before the difgrace of Lepidus, which happened 
this year (67). 

(Q^) Caius defpifed the eloquence of Seneca, though then in great 
vogue, calling his writings Sand without lime. Caius himfelf was 
no mean orator, had a great fluency and command of words, efpe- 
cially when he declaimed againft any one j and fuch a clear voice 
and diftinct pronunciation, that he was heard at a great diftance.' 
Jrle took great delight in writing anfwers to fuch orator3 as had 

(65) Philo in Flacc. p qoo, ogi. (6j) Euftb. in cbron. 

(6 7 ) Idem Hid. J 
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Th e laft of Auguft) being his birth-day, the COnfuls forgot Caius de- 
to warn the people to obferve it as a feftival ; which incenfed pofes both 
Caius to fuch a degree, that on the fecond of September he de- confuls. 
pofed them, and caufed their rods to be broken. This pro- 
ved fo fenfible a mortification: to them, that one of them, not 
able to brook it, laid violent hands on himfelf. The pretence, 
which Caius took for thus ftripping them ignominioufly of their 
dignity, was, their obferving the fecond of September^ the an- 
niverfary of the battle of ASfium y - as a feftival. This indeed 
whs cuftomary ; but the emperor, who was defcended from Au- 
gujlus by his mother Agrippina* and from Antony by his grand- 
mother Antonia, told his friends beforehand, that the confuls 
could not avoid giving him on that day a favourable pretence to 
revenge the late affront, either by omitting to celebrate the 
victory of Augujlus^ or by folemnizing the defeat of Antony x . 
Accordingly, the confuls having, according to cuftom, cele- 
brated with the ufual ceremonies the anniverfary of the ASliac 
victory, they were the fame day depofed by Caius' s orders, un- 
der pretence that they had folemnized not fo much the victory 
of Augiijius^ as the defeat of his great-grandfather Antony. The 
city was then three days without confuls, that is, the third, 
fourth, and fifth of September r ; but on the fixth, Domitius 
Afer and another, whofe name has not been tranfmitted to us, 
were nominated to that dignity. After this Caius forbad the 
boafted victories gained by Augujlus in Sicily and at Aftium to be Fo ^'^tbe 
folemnized for the future, faying, that they had proved tragical ^j? rW r 
and calamitous to the Roman people, though at the fame time ^ s 
he gave out, that his mother Agrippina was not the daughter of folemttixcd* 
Agrippa, but of Augujlus by his own daughter Julia. Thus 
he chofe rather to afperfe the memory of his great-grandfather, 
and owe his birth to an abominable inceft, than derive his pedi- 

x Dio. ibid, y Suet. c. z6. 

performed with applaufe. He often pleaded in the fenate for or 
againft fuch pcrfons of diftinction as were accufed, not being go- 
verned therein by friendflup or enmity, but by thefubjecl ; for he was 
ready to accufe a friend, or defend an enemy, according as he 
thought the fubjeel moft proper to difplay his eloquence. When 
he declaimed, he conftantly invited, by a public proclamation, the. 
knights to hear him, who never failed to applaud him ; and indeed 
he well deferved their applaufe, for though he undervalued th« 
other liberal arts, he ftudied eloquence with great application, and 
fpoke very pertinently, cfpecially in accufmg (68). 

(63) Suet. c. 53. 
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gree from Agrsppa 9 who was not of an illuftrious defcent *(R). 
Dion Cajfius obferves in this place, that Cairn being jealous of 
the power and courage of L. Pi/o 9 proconful of Africa , and 
probably the fon of that Pifo 9 who was fuppofed to have poi- 
foned Germanicus 9 took from him and his fuccefTors the com- 
mand of the legion quartered there, and the Numidian ai/xilia- 
The origin ries, and gave it to a lieutenant. Thefe lieutenants, by de- 
of the grees, became more powerful than the proconfuls, and were 
counts of in after-ages ftyled Count* of Africa a . This regulation was in- 
Africa. troduced, according to Tacitus b 9 one or two years before, 

while M. Silanus was proconful of Africa, It is not eafy, nor 
indeed of any importance, to decide, which of thefe two 
wrircrs may be in the right. 
Pr.-pares To wards the end of the year, Caius undertook an expecfi- 
tor W ar tton into Gaulj under colour of oppofing trie Germans, who 
againft the were faid to have committed fome hoftilities ; but his real motive 
Germans, was to plunder that wealthy province, and likewife Spain 9 after 

he had with extravagant tributes and taxes quite drained Italy. 
He never mentioned this defign, till going one day to Mevania 9 
at a fmall difonce from Rome, to fee the celebrated river and 
foreft of Clitumnus 9 he was advifed to complete the number of 
the Bat avians 9 who were then his guards. Upon this he took 
a fancy to make war upon the Gerrna?is % and , without further 
deliberation, ordered a great number of legions and auxiliaries 
to be drawn together, new levies to be made with great dili- 
gence, and a prodigious quantity of provifions to be got ready. 
His march. ^ s ora *ers being executed with furprifing expedition, he imme- 
diately began his march, moving fometimcs with fuch hafte, 
that the praetorian cohorts were obliged, which had never be- 
fore been pra&ifed, to have their ftandards brought after them 
on their fumpter-horfes ; at other times fo (lowly, that he feemed 
to walk only for his diverfion. He was carried the beft part of 
the way in a litter on eight men's fhoulders, having fent before 
meffengers, commanding the neighbouring cities to have their 
high- ways well fwept and watered, that he might not be trou- 

% Suet. c. 23. * Dio. p. 656* b Tacit, hiftor. 1. iv. c. 48. 

(R) He ufed tofpeak very contemptuoufly, not only of <dgrifpi 9 
but of his great-grnndmother Liuia Auvufia, caUing her UJji/flm 
Jhlatwn* that is, in our language, an Ulyjfts in petticoat*. In a 
letter to the fenate, he reflected on her pedigree, pretending that 
Aufidius Li*go 9 her grandfather by the mother, was but a common 
decurio at Fund/, though it appeared from the- public records, that 
be had difcharged very confiderable offices at Rome (69). 

■ 

(do) Idem, c. 23. 

bled 
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bled with duft. He was attended in this mock expedition by 
Herod king of Batanea and Trachonitis 9 and by Antiochus king 
of Coma gene * and followed by a long train of gladiators, come? 
dians, buffoons, loofc women, i&c. with whom he fpent his 
whole time c . When he arrived at the place, where the legions 
were encamped that guarded the banks of the Rhine, he re- 
viewed his forces, which amounted to two hundred, or two 
hundred and fifty thoufand men, Xo acquire the reputation of 
a fevere and ftridt obferver of military difcipline, he difmined 
with ignominy and difgrace feveral old officers, who had ferved 
their time, pretending that they were unfit for the fervice, but 
in reality to exempt himfelf from the obligation of paying them 
the rewards due to veterans d . He pafied the Rhine, but after 
Advancing a few miles into the country, he returned without 
having killed or even feen a fingle enemy, though one would 
have judged from his mighty preparations, that he would have 
over-run the whole country. Tacitus tells us, that one Br into 
or Brenno, prince of the Caninefates 9 ridiculed with impunity 
this foolifh expedition of Caius c . And indeed, well he might; 
for while he, who had threatened the barbarians with utter de-r 
ftru£Hon, was pafling in his chariot through a narrow lane, and 
his troops were forced to break their ranks on account of the 
narrownefs of the place, one happening to fay, that great would 
be their confuiion, if the enemy ftiould appear, he immediately 
threw himfelf out of his chariot, mounted on horfeback, and His fright 
flew back to the bridges with a delign torepafs the river; but and con- 
finding them crouded with the fervants and baggage of the ar- fternation* 
my, he made them hand him from one to another, and con- 
vey him over their heads, thinking he could not too foon get 
out of the enemy's country f . Being afterwards recovered from ff is ^ 
his fright, and well aflured that there was nothing to fear, he pfoitJl 
caufed fome of his German guards to crofs the Rhine, and after 
having concealed themfelvcs for fome time in a neighbouring 
foreft, to rife out of their ambufcade in a great tumult and hur- 
ry ; that upon the alarm, which this would occafion, word 
might be brought him, that the enemy was at hand ; which be- 
ing done accordingly, the mook hero, ftarting up from his din- 
ner, and putting himfelf at the head of a party of the praetorian 
horfe, haftcned to oppofe the enemy, and advancing to the> 
foreft, there fpent the remaining part of the day in cutting 
down trees to ereft trophies for fo fignal a victory. Upon hitf 
return he reproached with cowardice thofe who had not followed 
him, but rewarded fuch as had borne with him the brunt of the 

■ 

c Dm. p 656. Suet.c 43. d Suet, c. 44. Dio. p. 657, 
6jS. f Tacit, hill. 1, iv. c. 1 5. f Suit. c. 44. 51. 
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day with a new fort of crowns, which, to difiinguifh then* from 
all others, he called exploratoriee . But this expedition, how- 
ever glorious and fuccefsful, not fatisfying his martial ardor, he 
refolvcd to fignalize himfeif by fome other ftill more noble at- 
chicvernent. With this view he ordered fome children whom 
he kept as hoftages, to be privately conveyed away, and word 
to be brought to him that they had made their efcape ; upon 
which he immediately mounted on horfeback, purfued the fup- 
pofed fugitives with a detachmentof cavalry, and brought them 
back loaded with chains. After thefc noble achievements, he 
wrote a letter to the fenate, complaining of them and the peo- 
ple, for indulging themfelves in banquets, pleafures, anddiver- 
fions, while Cafar was fighting, and expofed for their fafety to 
fo many perils and hazards. But the moft glorious of all his 
exploits was his receiving under his protection ^dminius^ who 
being banifhed by his father Cynobelinus, one of the kings of 
Britain* fled to him with a fmall retinae. This feemed to him 
His fwj!- fo memorable an action, that he immediately wrote boafting 
ingitttirs letters to the fenate, as if he had fubdued the whole ifland, 
t»tbc fe- ftrhctly injoining the meflengers to ride directly through the fo* 
1U£l£ ' rum to the palace, and not to deliver his letters to the confuls, 

but in the prefence of the fenate aflemblcd in the temple of 
Mars. In the mean time he caufed himfeif to be feven times 
proclaimed emperor by his victorious troops on the banks of the 

Rhine s. 

His exfor- The Cards would have reckoned themfelves happy, had he 
tions and aone them no more harm, than he did the enemy. But his 
cruelties in avarice, equal to his prodigality, prompted him to harrafs and 
Gaul. opprefs that unhappy nation with fuch extortions, as reduced 

even the moft wealthy to beggary. Not fatisfied with the great 
prefents, winch he obliged both the cities and particular perfons 
to make him, he caufed the mod wealthy men in the province, 
though free from all guilt, to be accufed of treafon, that he 
might feize their eftates, which he (bid in perfon, obliging 
others to purchafe them at the price he thought fit to put upon 
them. Having one day loft at dice an im men fc fum, he caufed 
the regifters, which ferved for the cenfus, to be brought to 
him ; and writing a lift of thofe who poftefled the greateft 
eftates in the province, ordered them to be immediately put tQ 
death, and feized all their effects b . 

e Idem, c.44— 46. Dio p. 6*57. h Dio*ibid. 
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About tbistime, was difcovered a confpiracy wgnaQiCahts \ The confyi 
but whether it was real, or only iiippofed, is Hill uncertain (S). racy of 
Lentulus and Lepidus were faid to be at the head of it. Cneius. Lentulus 
Lentulus Getuticus had commanded the legions in fiigber Ger- a ' ld Le P 1 
many, for the fpace of ten years, Tiberius not daring to remove U5< 
him, as we have related in the hiftory of that prince's reign. 
But he was doomed to death by Caius \ for no other crime, 
but becaufe he was greatly beloved by the fold ic ry on account 
of his clemency and good-nature. Some monuments have 
reached our times of (he focrifices which were offered on the 
twenty-feventh of Oclobtr* by way of thankfgiving for th« 
happy difcovery, fays the infeription, of the wicked defigns of 
Cn. Lentulus Getuticus k . His employment was given to Sulpi* 
tius Galbdi afterwards empecor, who, the next day after hi$ 
arrival in the camp, gave fignal in fiances of his ?eal for 1x1 Hi? 
tary difcipline, of which more in his reign. /Emitius Le~ 

pidus is fu ppofed to have been the fon of Julia y jfugit/ftis 9 s 
grand-daughter, and filter to Jgripptna the mother of Cuius ! , 
who neverthelefs condemned him as. guilty of treafon, and 
charged a ti ibune, by name Decirmts^ to cut off his head m (T). 
At the fame time, he condemned his two fitters, Jgripptna and Caius h*. 
Livilla or Julia, as guilty of adultery with Lcpidus, and privy n h/y rs fy ts 
to the confpiracy j and confined them to the ifland of Pontia, ftfters 
adding with threats, That be bad fivords as well as ijlands n . Agrippin: 
After this he wrote a letter to the fenate, acquainting them that *r.d Li- 
he had efcaped a dangerous confpiracy, and inveighing with villa, 
great bittcrneft againft his fitters, whom he was not afhamed to 
charge with moft infamous crimes. He fent three daggers to 

1 Idem ibid. k Grut. p 117. 1 Tacit, annal. vi. c. 30. 
m Dio. p. 648- SEN£C.ep. 4. 0 Suet. c. 29. Dio. p. 657. 

(S) Dion Cajp.us fpeaks of it as aii imaginary confpiracy (24) ; 
but Suetonius fuppofes it to have been a real one [25 >. Li f> ft us takes- 
it to be that plot which Tacitus mentions to have been difcovered to 

Cuius by Anicius Ctrealis (26). 

(T) M. Lcpidus was greatly, nay too much, beloved by Caius, if 
Dion does not confound him with M. Lcpidus Mnejitr 7 the mimic, 
with whom Caius maintained a icandalous commerce ( 27). ^.mi- 
ll us was admitted by the emperor to the great employments five 
years before the age prefcribed hy the laws; nay, wc are told, that 
Cuius promifed to name him for Jut fucceflbr. liut Lcpidus, not 
withftanding the kindnefs (hewn him by the emperor, debauched Ids 
two fifters Agrippina and Livilla, or Julia, hoping, as wan fup- 
pofed, by his familiarity with them, to raife himfclf to the empire. 

(24) Dio. p. 657. (25) Sua. in Claud, c. 9. 0*3) Tacit, 
annul, xxvi. <\ 17. (27J Suet- c. 36. 
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Rome to be confecrated there to Mars the avenger, with an in- 
fcription, importing, that they had been defigned for his de- 
ft ruction ; and obliged Agrippina to carry from Gaul to Rome 
the urn with the bones of Lepidus* He fold all the furniture, 
jewels, flaves, and even the freedmen of his fitters, after their 
'Jfy 'what condemnation. As he degraded himfelf to fell them in perfon, 
wil* means he put his own price upon them, and obliged the Gauls to pur- 
ine rui/ed chafe them. This kind of traffic proving very advantageous, 
money in he ordered the rich furniture of the imperial palace, with the 
Gaul. robes of Marc Antony, of Auguftus, of his mother Agrippina, 

and others of the imperial family, to be fent him from Rome, 
and fold them in the fame manner. So many carriages and 
beafts of burden were employed in conveying the furniture of the 
imperial palace from Italy to Gaul, that no horfes being found 
to turn the mills, according to the cuftom of thofe times, the 
city was reduced to great ftraits for want of bread a . But, not- 
withftanding the immenfe and almoft incredible fums he raifed 
by thefe fales, he ftill wanted money, being no lefs boundlefs 
in his prodigality (U), than iniquitous in his extortions. 

Whej* 

° Suet. ibid. 



(U) In luxury, fays Suetonius (28), and extravagance, he far out- 
did all the prodigals of his age. He ufed baths of fweet oils with 
the moftcoftly perfumes that could be purchafed. At his entertain- 
ments he often caufed the largeft pearls to be diflblved in vinegar, 
to difplay his grandeur and magnificence. Sometimes to divert 
himfelf with his guefts, he caufed empty diihes of pure gold to be 
ferved up, which he diilributed among them, faying, that at C<r- 
Jar y % table their bread and meat muft be nothing but gold. For 
feveral days together he took delight in throwing down from the top 
of a tower confiderable fums among the people. He built certain 
galleys of cedar, having the fierns, which were of ivory, adorned 
with precious ftones, the fails of various filks, the cabins and gal- 
leries fpacious and convenient, with great variety of vines and fruit- 
trees, under the (hade of which he often dined, coafting along the 
fhore of Campania, with great pomp and fpiendor, being entertain- 
ed by the mixed melody of voices, and all forts of inflxumcnts. In 
all his buildings he confidered nothing but his own particular fancy, 
and thought nothing anfwerable to his grandeur, but what to others 
feemed impoflible. He raifed pillars and towers in the fea t cut his 
way through rocks of the moft impenetrable flint, levelled mountains, 
raifed plains and vallies, tsfc. (29) . Jofepbus obferves, that he never 
undertook any thing worthy of a prince, thac is, ufeful to the pub- 
lic, except an harbour, which he began in the neighbourhood of 
Rbegium for the convenience and fafcty of the mips, which con- 



(28) Suet. e. 37. (29) Idem* c. zq. 
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When the death of Lepidus and Getulicus was known at 
Rome* Flavius V >.fpaftanus, then prsetor, and afterwards emperor, 
who ftudied to infinuate himfelf by any means into the empe- 
ror's favour, was for throwing the bodies of the confpirators 
into the Tiber and depriving them of the honour of fepulture. 
Neither did the fenate omit Co favourable an opportunity of Neiv ha- 
heaping new honours upon the prince ; amongft others they nours de- 
decreed him an ovation, and deputed his uncle Claudius* with creed him 
feveral other perfons of the fir ft rank drawn by lot, to go into, by the fa- 
Gaul, and congratulate him in their name upon the difcovery na * e * 
of fo dangerous a confpiracy, and the deferved vengeance he 
had taken on the confpirators. But Caws, not fatisfied with 
the honours decreed him, efpccially with an ovation, and com- 
plaining of the fmaU number of the deputies, ordered fbme of 
them to return even before they entered Gaul* as if they had 
been fpies, and received the others with great coldnels. He 
chiefly refented their fending his uncle, as if he were a child, 
and wanted a governor. He did not, however, fend him back, 
but treated him in a moft ignominious manner p ; nay, we are 
told, that he caufed him to be thrown into a river the moment 
he arrived After this the fenate decreed him greater honours, 

P Dio. p. 658. 1 Suet, in Claud, c. 9. 

veyed Com from Alexandria to Italy ; but this he left unfinifhed (30), 
Sucto?iius {31) enumerates feveral works, which he undertook, but 
none of any ufe to the public, except a fine aqueduct, which Clau- 
dius finifhed fourteen years after. Frontinus mentions another aque- 
duct amongfl: the works of Cuius, but upon what authority we 
know not. He caufed an obelifk to be brought out of Egypt, 
which Suetonius (32) calls the great obelijk, and placed it in the cir- 
cus on mount Vatican. The (hip, in which it was conveyed to 
Rome, was the fineft and largeir, that had ever appeared on the fezt 
till Pliny's time, who tells us, that four men could fcarce fathom 
the mall of this extraordinary veflei (33^. He defigned to rebuild 
the palace of Poly crates at Samos, to finifti the temple of Apollo 
Didymteus at Miletus, and to found a new city on the top of the 
Alps ; but his favourite project was to cut the ifthmus of Corinth , 
and open a communication between thofe two feas ; in which under- 
taking he was attended with no better fuccefs than thofe who at- 
tempted it after him (34). Seneca mentions an immenfe fum ex- 
pended by him in one banquet (35! ; and Pliny fpeaks of a fplendid 
and coftly entertainment, which he gave to fifteen guefts in the hoi* 
low of a plane-tree, framed in the form of a room (36). 

(30) Jofeph. antiq. I. xix c . 2 . ( 3 1 ) Suet. c.2l. (32) Suet: 
in Claud, c 20. (33 j Plhr. I. xxvi. c. 40. (34) P/iu. I. iv. 

c. 4. Suet. r. 21. (35) Senec. ad tle/y. c 9. (36) PI it: . 

/. xii. c. 1. 

Vol. XIV. G and 



jo *fhe Roman Hiftoryl Book III; 

and fent him a more numerous deputation ; which he received 
with great marks of fatis faction, and even went out to meet the 
deputies r . In the mean time, profecutions were carried on at 
Rome againft the friends of Cass's fitters, and of thofe who had 
been executed for the late confpiracy. Several cedilcs and prae- 
tors were obliged to lay down their employments, and appear 
before the fenate in the habit of criminals. Among the reft 
Sopbronius Tigellinus, of whom we fhall have frequent occafion 
to fpeak in the reign of Nero, was banifhed for a criminal cor- 
refpondence with Agrippina. Thefe proceedings terrified the 
fenate, who apprehended ftill greater evils from a prince, who 
was cruel by nature, and gave ear, as was fuppofed, to the 
pernicious counfels of the kings Agrippa and Antiochus. 
lie mar- Cains, after the condemnation of his fitters, divorced his 
ries Cxfo- wife Lollia Paulina to marry Mi Ionia Cafonia, who was nei- 
»i a - ther beautiful nor young, being already the mother of three 

children by another hu(band, who was ftill alive. She had, 
however, a particular talent and addrefs in gaining the affec- 
tions of all with whom fhe converfed ; infomuch, that Cains 
loved her intirely, and lived longer with her than any other s ( W). 
He married her, according to Suetonius, the fame day that fhe 
was delivered of a daughter, declaring himfelf her hufband, and 
the father of the child <• But Dion fays, that he married her 
about a month before her delivery u . To the child hegave.the 
name of Julia Druftlla, carried her to the temples of all the 
goddcfles in Rome, and put her into the arms of Minerva, as 

r Dio. ibid. 6 Dio. p. 658. Suet. c. 25. t SuET.ibid. 
•Dio. ibid. 

(W) C<sfonia was daughter to Vtjlilia % who, if Pliny is to be 
credited (37), was delivered of two children in feven months time, 
of one in eleven, and of C<rfc?iia in eight. All thefe children lived, 
as the fame writer obferves, to a competent age, and enjoyed good 
health. Suetonius tells us, that Ca-fonia gained and maintained the 
affections of Cat us by her monftrous lewdnefs (38). After her huf- 
band's death, fhe was charged with having fixed his affection to her 
with an amorous potion, which, afTecling his brain, had difordered 
his under-Handing, and occafioned that fury and madnefs which had 
brought fo many calamities upon the ftate. Whether fhe admi- 
niflered to him any fuch potion, is uncertain ; but this ferved as a 
pretence for the confpirators to difpatch both her and her daugh- 
ter after the murder of Cains {39). Suetonius tells us, that the em- 
peror often ihewed her to his foldicrs habited like them, and to his 
friends without any garments (40). 

(l7) PH"* 1- vii. c. c. (1%) Suet. c. z$. (^) J o/t ph. 

Hid. c. 2. Juvenal, ftttjr, 6, «v.6i^. (^) $utt>c< 25. 
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if to that powerful goddefs he committed the care of her edu- 
cation He laid her like wife at the feet of Jupiter Capitolinus y 
faying, that fhe was common to him and Jupiter, and 
leaving all men to judge which of her parents was the greateft, 
from which £he derived the more noble origin x . But nothing 
more aflured Cains, that flie was his daughter, for her mother 
was not renowned for her chaftity, than her natural fiercenefe, 
of which {he foon gave fufEcient indications, by fcratching and His mean\ 
tearing the faces of the little children who played with her y . nefsn 
Upon her birth Cains complained of his poverty, as we have 
hinted above, and obliged the people to contribute large fums 
for the educating and marrying her fuitable to her rank, which 
he applyed to his own ufe. He likewife declared by an edict, 
that on the flrft of January he intended to receive new-year's 
gifts, which he did accordingly, {landing in the porch of his 
palace, while the people and nobility with full hands and laps 
poured out their prefents before him ». Augujlus had formerly 
received new-year's gifts, according to thzRonuin cuftom, but 
not out of covetoufuefs , as Caius, who is faid to have had fuch 
a paflion for money, that his chief delight was to walk bare- 
foot, and even roll himfelf upon heaps of gold, which he had 
accumulated by all manner of rapine a . Galba 

This year, the Germans, having no doubt drawn together feats the 
their forces to oppofeGg/w, made upon his departure an inroad Germany 
into Gaul ; but were repulfcd by Galba with fuch vigour and ex- 
pedition, that Caligula could not forbear commending and re- 
warding both him and his troops, though he generally ufed, out 
ofjealoufy and envy, to difcountenance fuch of his officers as 
had gained any confideruble advantage over the enemy. Caius 
who was then in Gaul, aflumed the whole glory of this action 
to himfelf, and acquainted the fenatewith it by a letter, which 
he fent wrapt up in the branch of a laurel, the fymbol of vic- 
tory, boafting, that he had utterly defeated the enemy's nume- 
rous forces, and put them out of a condition of difturbing for 
the future the tranquillity of Gaul b . Vefpafian, then praetor, 
begged he might be allowed to exhibit extraordinary fports on 
occafion of fo fignal a victory c (X). This year, Herod Jnti- 

pas 

v Dio. in excerpt. Val. p. 673. Suet. ibid. * Joseph. 
antiq. I. xiy. c . 1. y Suet. ibid. * Idem ibid. u Idem, 
c. 42. *» Persiusj fatyr. 6. c Suet, in Vcfp. c. 2. 

(X) On this occafion probably happened what wc read in Surto- 
p:us t tz'lz that Caiut, upon the news of the motions of the Germans* 
feized on all the fhips he could per, in order to convey himfelf into 
the L.<yant 3 comforting himfelf with this choughs that he mould 

G z keep 



52 The Roman Hijlcry. Book III; 

Herod pas was by Cains deprived of his tetrarchy of Galilee, which 
Anti pas was given to king sfgrippa? and banifhed to Lions , as Jofephut 
baniped. writes in one place d , or fent into Spain? as he tells us in another e . 

Perhaps Caius? who came this year with Agrippa into Gaul, 
ordered him to remove from Lions to Spain? where he died. 
He had enjoyed his tetrarchy forty-eight years, during which 
time he built a new city in the moft delightful fpot of Galilee? 
which from Tiberius he named Tiberias. But of his actions and 
caufe of his difgrace, we have fpoken in our hiftory of the yews. 

The following year, Caius was conful without a collegue 
for the firft twelve days, not defignedly, but becaufe he was 
not acquainted fooner with the death of the perfon who had 
been named for his collegue, and died at Rome a few days be- 
Sports ex. fore he was to enter upon his office f «, Caius began his third 
bibit(d by confulftiip at Lions? and it was probably on that occafion, that 
Caius at he exhibited the magnificent fports defcribed by Dion CaJJius 
Lions- an d Suetonius. At the fame time, he ordained a folemn con- 
tention of eloquence, both in Greek and Latin? obliging thofe 
who were overcome to give rewards to their competitors, and to 
make fome compofition or other in their commendation. Thofe 
who gave no fatisfacrion at all were condemned to blot out with 
a fponge, and even with their tongues, what they had wrote, 
unlefs they chofe rather to be whipt like fchool-boys, or to be 
thrown into the Rhone £. Hence an antient poet, fpeaking of 
one who was in fear, fays, that he trembled like an orator, 
ready to declaim at Lions before the altar of Auguftus h . Of 
this altar at Lions, and the fports yearly exhibited there in ho- 
nour of the deified Auguftus? we have fpoken in the hiftory of 
his reign. 

Caius held the confulftiip only twelve days ; and when news 
of his refignation was brought to Rome? two new confuls, pro- 
bably Publico la and Nerva (Y), were nominated. The firft 

decree 

d Joseph, antiq. I. xviii. c. 9. e Idem, bell. Jud. 1. ii. c. 16. 
f D10. p. 653. Suet. c. 17. R Suet. c. 20. h Juven* 
fatyr. 1. 

keep his tranfmarine provinces, though the enemy poflefled them- 
felves of Italy and Rome itfelf, as the Srnoncs had formerly done 41). 

(Y )Onuphrius takes thefe two to be the confuls of this year, becaufe 
S. Prof per marks them as the confuls of the foregoing year, when, 
according to the general opinion of the chronologers, that office 
was difcharged by C<iius Csrjar and L. Apronius C/vfianus. The fame 
writer pretends, that Sex. Nonius Celer and yttnius Quintiliatws, 
fee down by Ftontiims {42) as confuls between the years thirty-eight 

(^\) Suet, c 51. (42} Frsnf. de a quad ft. 119. 

and 
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decree they made was, that the anniverfary of the death of 77- 
berius and Drufilla (hould be folemnixed in the fame manner 
as that of Auguflus. This diftincliion Caius had required in a 
letter to the new confuls As for Caius, he began the year The mur~ 
with the murder of Ptolemy? king of Mauritania? and coufln- der of 
german to his father Germanicus (Z). He had inviud him to Ptolemy 
his court, and received him at his arrival with great demonftra- kin g °f 
tions of kindnefs ; but obferving one day, as he entered the Maurita- 
theatre to behold the fports, that the luftreof his purpledrew upon 
him the eyes of the whole company, he caufed him, no doubt 
out of jealoufy, to be immediately arreftcd, condemned him 
to banifliment, and privately ordered him to be maflacred on 
his journey k . Dion CaJJius afcribes his death to the great riches 
he poflefled Be that as it will, the Maur it anions? upon the 
news of his death, revolted, being ftirred up by E demon? one 
of the deceafed prince's freedmen, defirous to revenge the death 
of his matter. The inhuman and imperious tyrant caufed like- 
wife Mithridatcs king of Armenia to be arretted, but only con- 
demned him to banifhment. We fhall have occafion to fpeak 
of this prince in the following reign, 

Caius? before he left Gaul? gave out, that he defigned to Cains V 
invade Britain? and accordingly ordered his troops from all memorable 
quarters to march to the Gaulijh more oppofite to that ifland. expedition 
He foon came to the place of the rendezvous himfelf, and upon againft 
his arrival drew up his men along the coaft, imbarqued on a Britain, 
magnificent galley, and having advanced a fmall way from the 
fhore, returned fuddenly, and, afcending his tribunal, ordered 
the warlike engines to be difpofed in order and to the beft ad- 
vantage, the trumpets to found, and the fignal of battle to be 
given. Neither foldiers nor officers could conceive what he had 
in view, till at length, all on a fudden he ordered them to ga- 
ther the cockie-fhells on the more* and to fill with them their 
laps and head-pieces, faying, Thefe arc the fpoils of the con- 

1 Dio. p. 659. k Suet. c. 35. 1 Dio. p. 659. 

and forty-nine of the chriflian xra, bore that dignity from the firtt 
of July to the end of this year (4.3). 

(Z) He was the fon of Cleopatra Seine, daughter of Antony and 
the celebrated Cleopatra , as Germanicus was the fon of shitonia* 
daughter to the fame ..ntony. Juba 9 the father of Ptolemy, was firlt 
king of Mauritania, which AuguJJus made him exchange for part 
of Getulia, and the countries formerly poflefled by Boecbus, that b, 
the two Mauritania;, the Tingitana and C<rfariana (44). 

(43) Omtph. h,f.,fl. p % 2Q 8. (a a) Dio. L lv. /. 567. Tacit. 

amialj. xi. c. 5. ^23. 
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quercd ocean y due to the palace, due to the capital. Then, to 
reward his fellow-foldiers for fo glorious a victory, he diftributed 
among them a very confiderable fum, bidding them be merry, 
and enjoy in fafcty the rewards of their valour 5 and that fo 
glorious a conquefl might never be forgot, he caufed a high 
tower to be erected, according to the model of the Pharos at 
Alexandria , for fetting up lights to direct {hips at fea in the 
night m . A modern writer n will have the tower built on this 
occafion to be that which flands at the entry of the port of 
Boulogne, and is called by the natives la tour cVordre. 

And now Caius thought of nothing but the preparations for 
a triumph due to his noble atchievements. Accordingly he 
Wrote to his officers at Rcmc 9 injoining them to get every thing 
ready for the moft magnificent triumph that had ever been feen; 
but at the fame time warning them, not to put him to any ex- 
His folly traordinary expence, fince every man's eftate was at their dif- 
#mi ambi- pofal. Before he left Gaul, he chofe the talleft men of that 
Hon. province, without diftin&ion of rank or condition, to grace 

his triumph, giving them Ger?nan names, and obliging them to 
learn that language, to let their hair grow and colour it red, 
that they might pals for Germans. He likewife command- 
ed the galleys, in which he and his chief officers had put to fea, 
to be conveyed to Rome for moft part of the way by land °, 
cruel Before he left Gaul, he took it in his head to put thofe legions 
defign. to the fword that had mutinied after the death of Auguflus, and 

in a manner befieged his father Germanicus and himfelf, then an 
infant. His officers, with the utmoft difficulty, difiuaded him 
from cutting them all off j but could not by any means divert 
him from decimating them for a crime, which had been fo 
many years before committed and forgiven. Notwithstanding 
the warm remonftrances of his friends and chief officers, he 
ordered them to aflcmble without arms \o receive his com- 
mands. The legionaries, not fufpccYing in the lcaft his defign, 
readily obeyed, and, in the mean time, the cavalry began to 
furround them. This gave them fome umbrage, and many of 
them dipt away to take their arms, with a defign to fell their 
lives dear, in cafe any violence was offered them ; which the 
coward no fooncr perceived, than he difmifTed the aflembly and 
Sets out for A e( U making what hafte he could to reach Rome, that he might 
Rome. vent his rage upon the fenatc, for the wrong he pretended they 

had done him by not decreeing him a triumph, though he had 
declared the year before, that they had no right to decree him 
any honours, and that he would punifli them with the utmoft 

m Suet. c. 46. D10. p. 659. n Buch . dc Belg. 1. iv. c. 1 3. 
• Suet. c. 47. 
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feverity, if they pretended to aflumc it p . They chiefly were 
at a lofs how to behave with refpe£t to his pretended conqueft 
of Britain. To compliment him on his victory looked like 
mockery ; on the other hand, they were told, that he fpoke 
ferioufly of it as a noble exploit. What refolution they took in 
the end, we find no-where recorded. Suetonius only tells us, 
that they di (patched an embafly to him, confifting of the moft 
confiderable men of their order, intreating him to haften his 
return to the city. The deputies met him on his journey to- 
wards Rome, not yet recovered from his late fright, and with 
the utmoft fubmifiion prcfentcd their requeft to him in the 
name of their whole body. / will come, anfwered Caius, I ^ t i rca , 
will come, and bring this along ivith me, laying his hand on t£n5 /fa r e _ 
the hilt of his fword. He even declared by an edi<St, which na ^ e ^ 
he caufed to be fet up in the city, that he would return ; but 
it mould be only for the knights and people ; as for the fenate, 
he would for the future be to them neither a prince nor a citi- 
zen. As he drew near Rome, he forbad any of the fenators to 
meet him. He would not, however, enter the city in triumph, 
but contented himfelf with an ovation, making his entry on 
the laft of Augujl, which was his birth-day, four months 
and fome days before his death From this time he refolved Variants in- 
utterly to extirpate the fenate, and would have put his wicked fiances of 
defign in execution, had he not been prevented by death. In bis cruelty. 
the four months he lived, he caufed feveral fenators of diftin- 
&ion to be inhumanly murdered, one in particular for no other 
crime, but becaufe he begged leave to fhut his eyes, being 
commanded by him, though nothing was laid to his charge, to 
aflift at the execution of his fon r . For the bloody and inhu- 
man monfter took great delight, as we have hinted above, in 
thus tormenting the moft innocent parents. It was commonly 
reported, that he defigncd to cut off the moft confiderable men 
of the fenatorial and equeftrian order, and then remove the 
feat of the empire to Antium, and from thence to Alexandria, 
This report gained great credit after his death, when two> 
books were found in his cabinet, one with the title of gladius 9 
the fword, the other of pugio, the dagger, both containing the 
names of many eminent pcrlbns, whom he defigncd to deftroy 
Thefe books were committed to the cuftody of Protogenes, one 
one of the minifters of his cruelty c . Befidcs thefe books was 
found a great cheft filled with various forts of poifons, which 
being by Claudius's orders thrown into the fea, infe&ed the 
waters, and deftroyed a vaft quantity of fifli u . However, he 

p Suet. c. 4S. 1 Suet. c. 49. * Suet. c. 27. Dio. 
p 660. ■ Idem, c. 49. « Dio. ibid. » Suet. ibid. 
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was fomewhat reconciled to the fenate before his death on the 
following occafion : Protcgenes, his chief favourite, corrvng 
one day unexpectedly into the fenate under colour of delivering 
fome meffage from the prince, and all the fenators crouding 
round him to pay their court to him, he fixed his eyes on Scri- 
honlus Proculus? and with an angry tone, How dare you, faid 
he, prefmne to appear before ?nc, you %vbo are an enemy to Cse- 
far ? There wanted no more, the other fenators inftantly fell 
upon him with their, daggers, flabbed him in fcveral places, 
and then delivered him over, as a public enemy, to the mob, 
who tore him to pieces, and dragged his mangled members 
about the ftreets, Cains beholding with great pleafure fo difmal 
a fpcdlacle w . Suetonius tells us, that this worthy fenator was 
thus inhumanly .butchered, merely to fatisfy Caius, who 3 taking 
a fancy to fee a fenator thus mangled, had without the leaft 
provocation pitched upon him. Neither was his cruelty fatiated, 
till the limbs and bowels of the innocent victim were brought 
before him. Being highly pleafed with fo difmal a fight, and 
the readinefs the fenate had fliewn to take vengeance on his 
fuppofed enemy, he declared himfelf by a public edicl: recon- 
ciled with that body * ; and the fenate on their fide, to acknow- 
ledge fo great a favour, honoured him fometimes with the title 
of hero 9 and fometimes of god ; which fcandalous flattery puffed 
him up to fuch a degree, that thenceforth he fhewed himfelf 
more ambitious than ever of divine honours, punifhing with 
death, or dooming to the mines, or to the drudgery of mend- 
ing the public roads, perfons of great merit and distinction, for 
neglecting to invoke his celeftial genius : nay, fome, for pre- 
tended offences againft his godhead, were flrft torn and mangled 
with ftripes, and then fawed afunder * (A). 

Dion 

w Idem, c. 28. Dio. ibid. x Suet. ibid. ' Dio. p.66i. 

(A) What Pliny relates (45 if true, might have fufficiently con- 
vinced him both of his folly and weaknefs. For that writer tells 
us, that the lalt time foe left Rente, as he went by fcafrom Jlfturia 
to Antiutn^ his galley, which was attended by many others, Itopt 
all on a fudden ; and while the other vcflels purfued their courfe, 
continued immoveable in fpite of the utmoft efforts of four hundred 
rowers. The whole company were greatly furprifed, as wc may 
well imagine, at fuch an extraordinary accident, and many of the 
mariners threw thcmfelves into the fea to find out the caufc of it; 
when they difcovered a filh about half a foot in length, which 
feemcd to be of the fnail kind, fattened to the keel of the royal gal- 
ley. This is the rifli to which the Greeks have given the name of 
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Dion Cafftus, after a long detail of his cruelties, and the Tl>e incov- 
difmal effeds of his pride, avarice, lewdnefs, prodigality, lie. /'"' r - v and 
obferves in this place, that he was chiefly remarkable for the f' ck ! 1 m / s n f 
inconftancy and ficklcnefs of his humour, which often hurried 
him in a moment from one extreme to another ; and concludes L ^ 
his obfervations with the following words : Sometimes he liked 
to fee his palace croud ed, and fometimes would fee no com- 
pany, not his molt intimate friends : he was out of humour 
when any petition was prefented to him ; and more fo, when 
nobody appeared to afk him any favour : fometimes he dif- 
patched bufinefs with great expedition ; at other times he was 
flow and tedious, putting off from day to day matters which* 
required the greater! difpatch : he fquandered away immenfa 
treafures with a prodigality which knew no bounds, and 
amafled new fums with the moft fordid avarice : fometimes he 
was pleafed with liberty of fpeech and abhorred flattery ; but 
all on a fudden punifhed the leaft liberty, and took delight in 
being flattered : he often pardoned thofe who were guilty of 
moft enormous crimes, and condemned fuch as were not 
charged with any : upon fome of his favourites he heaped ho- 
nours and riches, while he treated others, nobody knew why, 
with the utmoft contempt : in (hort, fo changeable was his hu- 
mour, fo various and inconfiftent was his conduct, that his 
moft intimate friends were at a lofs what they mould do, what 
they mould fay to pleafe him, feeing he was often affronted 
with what he had taken delight in a few hours before z (B). 

The 

2 Idem, p. 641—644. 

eebenets, and the Latins that of re mora. It was brought to Caius, 
who, inftead of acknowledging his folly, in pretending to be equal 
in power to the gods, foamed with rage upon his reflecting, that fo 
fmall a creature had thus bid defiance to fo mighty a prince, to the 
lord of the univerfe. 

(B) This is intircly agreeable to what we have read in Philo, who 
was well acquainted with Ciiw's It range and variable humour. 
There was no depending, fays that writer, upon the kindnefs and 
good-will he mewed you, however great'and in appearance fincere- 
When he had granted a favour, he foon repented and recalled it; 
nay his benefits were often the fore- runners of greater evils. Thus 
he frequently let at liberty fuch as were confined for crimes real or 
fuppofed, and foon after ordered them to be dragged back to the 
place of their confinement without any new guilt, telling them, to in- 
creale their former miferies, that now chey were to expeel no mere > . 
Many he condemned only to banulimem, when they expcclcJ no- 
thing but a cruel death ; then, repenting of his c lemency, hecaufed 
them to be executed in the place of their exile lib bounties he 
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The following year, Ctiius entered upon his fourth conful- 
friip, having Cn. Stxiiza Saturn inus for His collcgue, but held 
it only to the feventh of yanuary^ when he refigncd the fafces 
yt cQi'fui- to £hunt us Poviponius Secundum Rome had now for the fpace 
r,v,y form- of near four years groaned under the opprcflions of the moft 
id again]} cruel and inhuman tyrant, that had ever been inverted with 
him. power ; when at length a bloody doom overtook the author of 

Cafilus fo much blood-fhed and daughter. The confpiracy, which 
Chorea at for the prefentputan end to the public evils, was chiefly formed, 
the head of carried on, and executed by Cajjtus Charea^ tribune of a 
the ccn/pi- prxtorian cohort, who had fignalized himfelf in a very eminent 
rtf, J' manner, as we have already obferved, in the beginning of 77- 

bcrius's reign, when the legions in Germany revolted. As he 
was a man of no lufs probity than bravery, the hatred he bore 
Caius, on account of his cruelties and extortions, firfr. infpired 
him with the defign of ridding the world of fo great a plague. 
He was already refolvcd to refign his employment, and fpend 
the remaining part of his life in retirement, when he received a 
commifiion from C.-iius to gather the taxes \ for no commodity 
efcaped without pa) ing fome tax or other, and the emperor le- 
vied them not by the publicans, as was ufual, but by the cen- 
turions and tribunes of the praetorian cohorts, that they might 
reap the advantages thence accruing. In this commifiion Cbee- 
rea, who was naturally companionate, acquitted himfelf more 
to the fatisfadlion of the opprefTed people, than of the emperor, 
who thereupon reproached him with want of fpirit; and, con- 
ceiving an averfion to him, took pleafure in cxpofing him to the 
derifious of the foldicry. For though he was a man of great 
courage and refotution, yet, from his manner of fpeakingand 
the tone of his voice, no one would have taken him, fays Se- 
neca J , for a perfon of that extraordinary bravery, which he 
fhewed on all occafions, without betraying the leafr. concern in 
the greateft dangers. Caius^ now incenfed again It him, laid 
hold ol his outward appearance to reproach him with effeminacy 
and cowardice, and rally him as one more fit to converfe with 
women, than command men. When it was his turn to come 

a Sln i.e. ad Ser. c. i S. 

cftcn revoked, obliging rhofc, who had received them, to refund 
them with ufnry. Several of hi-, chief favourites he reduced to beg- 
gary, t tin y nri^hr not be tcmpred to retire, ami enjoy the wealtll 
which shvy .u'.^ucd. Thui tin* very favour* he bellowed were in 
ti.e cm! attended \\w\\ the ruin of thofe who rccc;\ed them, and 
iKei d'otc i.o lef- uicadcd than hi. ret eminent (46). 

[^() Philo i>Z"t p. 1039. 
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for the parole, the emperor, by way of raillery, gave him 
always either fome obfecne word, or the rrame of fome famous 
proftitute ; infomuch, that the foldiers could not forbear laugh- 
ing when he brought them the parole, and often diverted 
themfclves with guefling wliat word Charea would bring. But, 
as he was a man of too great fpiritto put up fuch grofs affronts, T , ^//™ 
he refolvcd to convince the emperor how undefervcJly he was V . ;/,/ 
taxed by him with effeminacy and want of courage. Having 
therefore determined to be revenged at all adventures on the 
tyrant, for thus attempting to blacken, with his unfeafonable 
farcafms, the reputation he had defervedly acquired by his gal- 
lant behaviour, he imparted his defign to fome of his intimate 
friends, and only waited for a favourable opportunity of putting 
it in execution. In the mean time, a fenator of great diftinc- 
tion, named Prcpedius, was aecufed by one Timidius of hav- 
ing uttered injurious fpeeches againft Cuius. The only evidence 
produced againft him was Quint'dia^ a celebrated comedian ; 
but fhe, when fummoned to appear before the judges, declared 
that (lie had heard no fuch fpeeches. Hereupon Thnidius re- 
quiring that fhe might be examined by torture, Caius ordered 
Chisrea to fee her immediately put upon the rack. Jofphus 
tells us, that the tyrant commonly charged Cheer ca with com- 
millions of this nature, being p:rfuaded, that to avoid the im- 
putation of faint-heartednefs, thatis 5 of good-nature, he would 
take care to execute them with extraordinary feverity b . But 
he was never fo much at a lofs how to behave as on this occa- 
finn ; for QuintUia was privy to the confpiracy ; whence he 
was afraid me might difcovcr it upon the rack, if tortured with- 
out compaflion ; on the other hand, tolhewany mercy to her, 
might coft him his life. But Quintilia hcrfclf delivered hirn Tbrrotr- 
from his uneafinefs ; for meeting, as {he was led to the torture, Jhmc\ of 
one of the confpirators, (he trod upon his foot, giving thereby to (^uintilia 
undcrftand, that no torments fhould extort from her a difcovcry 
of the plot. And truly (he bore the rack with unparallclled con- 
ftancy, without fuffering a finglc word to efcape her, in preju- 
dice cither (.f Propcditn or the confpirators, tho* fhc was re- 
duced to fo deplorable a condition, that Caius himfclf, when 
ihc was brought hack to him, beirn; moved with piry und ad- 
miring ner rcfolutun, ordered her a luin of money, and dif- 
mifled Pmprdius untouched. As for 0!\~'v<7, he was fo nfllcl.rd 
with theconflancy of Quint'ilia and the torment.; flic h.ul fuf- 
fcred, of which he had himfclf been the mtnilh r, that he im- 
mediately imparted his d J\cr\i to Pofiini n and Cin,:--':^ the for- 

♦ner a tnbui:e 3 as Lc was himfjf, of uiic ol the pi.i i i:.;n <:o* 
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horts, and the latter the commander of the whole body, en- 
couraging them to exert their braver}', and deliver Rome and 
the world from fo bloody a tyrant, who employed them, not 
as the officers of the guards, but as his executioners. They 
both approved of the dcflgn ; but Clemens defiring to be excufed 
from bearing any fharc in the execution of it on account of his 
age, promifed to afTift them with his advice ; and taking his 
leave, left them under no fmall anxiety and apprehenfion of 
He gains his betraying the fecrct (C). Chorea therefore, without lofs 
jcvrrrA of time, had rccourfe to Cornelius Sabinus^ tribune likewife of 
per for.! of a praetorian cohort, whom he knew to be a man of great cou- 
dtjlinttion. rage, a lover of liberty, and confequently highly difTatisficd with 

the adminiflration of Calus. Sabinus had formed the fame de- 
fign, but had not yet made any one privy to it for fear of being 
discovered. He therefore readily joined Cheer ea^ and with him 
went immediately to found slnnius Minucianus, or, as others 
call him, Plnicianus, a fenator of great diflin&ion and merit, 
and mortally hated by Caius , who fufpected him ever fince the 
confpiracy of Lepidus, with whom Mlnucianus had lived in 
clofe confidence. After the ufual ceremonies were over, Ml- 
nucianus afked Chorea , TVJoat was the parole for that day ? 
which he taking for a fufficient declaration of his intention, Do 
youy faid he, without any further preamble, but give me the 
word liberty, and under your conduct V 11 revenge my private in- 
juries and the public calamities ; do you but give me the zvord of 
command y and Rome JJiall no longer groan under the opprejfion 
cf an Infulting tyrant. At thefc words, which Charea uttered 
with great vehemence and ardor, Mlnucianus embracing him, 

(C) Clemens feems to have had no fharc in the execution of the 
defign ; fincc Mttcianus , in conferring after his death the command 
'of the praetorian cohort* upon his fon Chmens Wrrr/iru/s, told him, 
that his father had with honour and reputation difcharged that of- 
fice under Cains (47). And yen Dion Cajftus names amongft the con- 
Ipirators, Cahms^ one of Catus** freed men, and the commander of 
tnc prxtorian guards (48) ; and Sm/onius tells us, that the confpiracy 
*vas not executed without the concurrence of the mo;t confidcrablc 
ainongft the emperor's frecdmen and of the ofRcers of his guards, 
who joined the other confpiiators the more readily, becaule they 
found thcmfclvcs fa I peeled and hated by Cuius , ever fince the con- 
i piracy of" Lcpidus {49). As for the emperor's freedmcn, Jofcfhus 
allures us, that CW/.v/.v-r, the molt wealthy amonglt them, favour- 
ed the confphacy, being well apprifed, that he could not by any 
uihcr mean? efiape the cruelty of Caius^ and enjoy the immeuie 
wealth he had uiijullly acquired ;$c). 

(47) Tacit hifl /. iv. e. 68. (4S) Dio. I. lix. p. 662. (49 W. 
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commended his refolution, exhorted him to purfue his defign, 
and promifed to aflifr, to the utmoft of his power, both with 
his fword and counfel (D). 

The number of the confpirators increafed daily, which re- 
tarded the execution of the defign, fome of them being over- 
cautious, left they mould mifcarry in an enterprize, on thefuc- 
cefs of which depended their fafety, and the welfare of their 
country. If the attempt, faid they, mould not fucceed, we 
fhould fbon fee every houfe in the city floating in blood- Not 
our lives onlv, but thofe of our wives, children, friends, rela- 
tions, and acquaintance are at flake. We muft expect no 
mercy from fo cruel and inhuman a tyrant, who will take care 
to guard himfelf well for the future againft any attempts of the 
like nature. Let us not therefore be over-hafty, but patiently 
wait for fuch an opportunity, as may promife certain fuccefs to 
our undertaking. Cbarea did not relifh this fpeech ; to him jjj s ; n t re z 
every opportunity feemed favourable: as he was not in theleaft pidityand 
fufpe£led by Caius, he offered to difpatch him, when he went rcfolution* 
up to the capitol to offer facrifices for his daughter, or when in 
his palace he aflifted at certain religious ceremonies, which he 
himfelf had inftkuted. He was for throwing him down head- 
long from the top of the 'Julian bafilic, whence he ufed to 
fcatter money among the populace; but the reft of the confpi- 
rators, thinking they could not ufe too much caution, did not 
judge any of thefe opportunities fufficiently fafe and proper for 
the execution of their defign. However, they all agreed at lad 
to make the attempt during the fports, which were to be exhi- 
bited in honour of Augufim in the palace on the twenty-firft of 
'January, and the three following days ; for after thefe fports, 
Cat us was to leave Rome and repair to Alexandria, probably to 
plunder the wealthy kingdom of Egypt, as he had done the 
other provinces of the empire (E). But notwithfhmding their 

agreement 

CD) Jojtphus tells us, that as Chorea was about this time enter- 
ing the fenate, no doubt to attend Cuius, for lie was no fenator, he 
heard a voice, which feemed to come from fome one in the croud, 
encouraging him to difpatch what he defigned, and afluring him, 
that heaven favoured his defign. He was at firlt afraid, I oil fome of 
his alio dates had betrayed the fecret; but afterwards concluded, 
that either one of his friends, or fome divinity, puflied him forward 
to the fpecdy execution of his purpofc (51). 

(K) It was perhaps at thefe fports, that Caius 9 tranfportcd with 
rage again tl Jupiter, becaufe the noife of thunder prevented him 
Jtom hearing the aelors, threw out mort dreadful blafphemics again ft: 
heaven, and imnioudy defied Jttpi/,r himfelf, with thefe words ; 

(51) Lkm ibsJ. 
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agreement and the refolution they had all (hewed at their laft \ 
meeting, they were ftill for putting off the attempt ; but Cha- j 
rea 9 having called them together on the third day of the fports, \ 
exhorted them not to let Hip the prefent opportunity, reprc- X 
fented the dangers to which their irrefolution expofed them, { 
and, by a fpeech full of noble and generous fentimsnts, in- | 
fpired them with fuch courage, that they unanimoufly agreed at \ 
all adventures to make the attempt the next day, when Cheer ca 
was by good luck to be upon guard, and confequently to re- 
ceive of the emperor, according to cuftom, the parole with 
'A 'day fixed the fword by his fide b (F). Caius came that day, the twenty- 
upou for fourth of ^January , more carlv than ufual, to the theatre, and 
pitting appeared, contrary to his cuftom, gay, affable, and good- 
humoured ; infomuch, that the fpectators were greatly fur- 
prifed at his obliging behaviour, and the complaifince he (hew- 
ed to all who approached him. After he had facrificed to /fn- 
guflus y in whole honour the fports were exhibited, he took his 
place, having his friends and favourites about him, and Cbarea 
with* the other officers that day upon guard at fume diftance be- 
hind him. When the fports began, one Bat/-yf*ins 9 who had 
been prartor, happening to fit by a confular of his acquaintance, 
rained Cluvitus 9 for at thefe fhows there was no diftindlion of 
places, he afked him foftly, Jl'brtbcr he hod heard any news? 
None at ally anfwered Cluvitus : But I can tell you fometbing^ 
replied Batbybius 9 to which you arc perhaps a Jl ranger \ in tie 

b Joseph, antiq. 1. xix. c. i. 

Difpatch me % or Til difpatcb you (75^ ; for he fooliflily perfuaded 
himfolf to be upon a level with, and equal in power to, thegreateil 
of the gods. This monflrous impiety, fays Seneca, probably ani- 
mated the confpirators with new courage. 

(F) Dion Ctxjfius tells us, that on the twenty -fourth of yanunry, 
the day on which Caius was killed, an Egyptian, by name Apo!- 
hms, was brought to him, having been fenc out of Egypt to Rcme 
for pretending to foretel the emperor's death. Caius not being then 
;u leifure to examine him, ordered him to he kept under dole con- 
finement till the fports were over. But he heing killed in the mean 
time, the Egyptian was after one day's confinement fet at liberty (76). 
Suetonius mentions many prodigies, to warn the emperor of his ap- 
proaching end ; amongilthe others he tells us, that Caius being ad- 
monifhed by the oracle at Ami. an to be upon his guard againlt Cc*f- 
Jius y he immediately fent afl'afiinf. to murder Ca()ius L.f:g'r:us % at 
that time proconful of Alia, net remembering that Cburcu was 
like wife named C-j/'us (7;). 

(7$1 Sencc. di ira M /. i. r. 16. (76) Die, p. 663. (77* r t .,t, 
<• 57- 
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piece, which is to he acled to day, ivill be rcprefented the death 
of a tyrant. Cluvitus anfwered with a verfe out of Homer % 
\vhich he whifpered in his friend's car; Silence, Icjl fome of the 
Greeks Jhozdd over-hear us c . Hiftorians obferve, that this 
was the day on which Philip, king of Macedon, was flain by 
Paufanias, as he was entering the theatre to behold the fame 
tragedy that was a&ed before Cains d . Another piece was to be 
exhibited in the night, reprefenting fome fabulous accounts of 
the infernal regions c ; for Caius^ who took great delight in 
fuch rep re fen tat ions, declared, that as this was the laft day, the 
fports fhould continue all night, with a defign, as was believed, 
to appear on the ftage himfelf, and there difplay his fkill and 
addrefs in dancing, in which he took great pride f (G). About 
noon, when the emperor ufed to withdraw for a fhort time to 
bathe and refrefh himfelf with fome nourifhment, Cheerea flole 
out with a defign to fall upon him as he paffed from the theatre 
to his apartment. But Cains, contrary to his cuftom, fhewed 
no inclination to leave the fports, telling thofe who fat by 
him, that fince it was the Lift day of the mows he had a mind 
not to bathe till they were over. At the fame time, he called 
for fome refreshment, which he fharcd with thofe who were 
about him, arnongft the reft with Pcmpanius Sccundus, then 

« Idem ibid. d Idem ibid. & Suet. c. 57. c Suet. ibid. 
1 Dio. p. 66 j. 

(G) He was, fays Stntomus, an excellent fencer, dancer, and 
charioteer ; he fome times danced on the ilage, and frequently be- 
fore his friends in the palace. One night, while he was in that hu- 
mour, hefentfor three grave confulan?, caufed them to be awaked 
out of their deep, and by his guards hurried away to his palace, 
where, while they were waiting in a great hall, and trembling in 
apprehenfion of immediate death, they fuddenly heard a great noife 
ot nautical inilruments, and at the fame time faw the emperor coming 
leaping out in a long robe, to difplay before them his fkill and ad- 
drels in dancing. When he was tired, he withdrew, and fent the 
three conlulars word, that they might, when they pleafed, return 
home. lie took fuch plcafure in lecing M/.u /.Vr, the famous mi- 
mic, dance, that he punifhed, with great feverity, fuch as gave 
him the lealt diilurbance: a Rawn knight makiugYome noife while 
he was dancing, the emperor immediately fent him word by a cen- 
turion to depart that inltanr for O///V7, and there wait for a letter, 
which he mould foon fend after him for PtoLmy king of Mauritania. 
i he knight obeyed, eroded over 10 .4fric*t> and pre fen ted the letter 
to /*/-/. wv, who could not forbear laughing in reading it ; for it con- 
tained only the following words; Tu the itcinr do niiihcr »ood nor 

(;S; Z.'.avj c. 5 u 
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conful, who fat at his feet and often kifled them. Aftnucianus, 
who was next to him, and had feen Cheer en go out, rofe up with 
a dcfign to go out and acquaint the tribune with the emperor's 
refolution. But Cat us taking hold of his robe, Sit Jlill, my 
friend, faid he, in a very obliging manner; you Jhall go out 
tuitb me. Minucianus , as it were, out of refpe£l, fat down 
again, but (bon after rofe up and went out ; neither did Cairn 
offer to detain him, thinking he went away upon fome neccflary 
occafion, and would foon return. He found Charea waiting 
in the entry, which led to the theatre, and acquainted him 
with the emperor's refolution. Hereupon the refolute tribune 
thought it advifeable to fall upon him in the theatre, rather than 
let flip the prefent opportunity, and offered to go in immediately 
and ftab him in his feat. Minucianus, and fuch of the con- 
fpirators as were with him, for fome of them were in the 
theatre, expecting the fignal, approved of Cha:rea J s bold pro- 
pofal, who was thereupon entering the theatre, when word 
was brought him, that the emperor, at the pcrfuafion of A?n- 
fronasy and fome others who were privy to the confpiracy, 
had changed his mind and was coming out. The* confpira tors 
immediately drew together, and under pretence of clearing the 
way for the emperor, removed fuch as they imagined would 
lend him any afliftnncc. Caius at length came out, his uncle 
Claudius and M. Vinicius^ who had married his fifter Julia % 
walking before him, with fome perfons of great diftinction. 
When he entered the palace, inftead of going ftraight to his 
apartment, as he ufually did, and following his officers and 
attendants, he turned unexpectedly into a gallery, which led 
to a private apartment, to fee there certain youths, who had 
been fent him out of slfta? to adt and dance upon the ffage, 
and were jufr. then arrived. He was fo pleafed with them, that 
he would have immediately returned with them to the theatre, 
being impatient to fee them perform, had not the chief of 
them complained, that he was cold, and begged leave to warm 
himfelf firft +. While he was entertaining himfelf with the 
jlfiatlc youths, Chtsrta came for the parole, and Cains gave 
him one, as ufual, reflecting on his effeminacy and want 
Cauis*/- of courage. Cbarca returned him a fmart anfwer, and, at 
ff'jjinahtt. the fame time drawing his fword, difcharged a great blow at 
Tear after hi m? and wounded him in the neck. Though the wound did 
jt'jiOO{f % nQt p rove mor tal, yet we cannot give credit to thofe, who 
Of Qi.y'a would make us believe, that Chtvrca did not, as he might, 
^ 0 - ' difpatch him atone blow, lefl he mould be too foon out of his 
Of Rome P*" a s# Cuius, {truck with amazement at the bold nefs of the 
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tribune, had not prefence of mind enough to call for affift- 
ance j however, he attempted to fly 5 but Cornelius Sabinus 9 
having pufhed him down upon his knees, Chorea with another 
blow broke his jaw-bone ; then the reft of the confpirators, 
rufhing in, difpatched him with thirty wounds, he for fome 
time crying out, I am JIM alive \ and the eonfpira tors, Repeat \ 
r if eat the blow ; which was the fignal agreed on. We are told, 
that Aquila was the perfon who gave him the wound that put 
an end to his life- Some of the confpirators took delight in 
mangling his body even after his death; nay, they are faid to 
have carried their rage to fuch a height, as to cut off and eat 
pieces of his flefh h (H). 

Such was the end of Caius Cofar Caligula^ the fourth em- 
peror of Rome y a prince fo monflroully wicked, that nature, 
fays Seneca^ feemed to have brought him forth, to mew what 
mifchief could be effected by the greateft vices, fupported by 
the greateft authority *. His death happened on the twenty- 
fourth of 'January 5 fo that he reigned but three years, nine 
months, and twenty-eight days, according to thole who fix 
the death of Tiberius on the twenty-fixth of March ; or three 
years, ten months, and eight days, if we fuppofe him, as 
fome do, to have begun his reign on the fixteenth day of the 
faid month. He had lived, according to Suetonius k , twenty- 
nine years ; according to others, twenty-eight years, four 
months, and twenty-four days Of the confuflon and difor- 
ders attending his death we mall fpeak in the following reign. 
His body remained in the place where he had been aflailinated, His body 
till the night was far fpent, when it was privately conveyed to privately 
the Lamian gardens, where, being half burnt upon a pile cont veyed 
erected in hafte, it was, without any folemnity, or even cere- a;t<i 
monies, committed to the earth. This laft duty was paid him, urie(i \ 
according to the Roman writers, by his wife Cafonia; but, 

h Dio. p. 663. £ Senec. de ira. k Suet. c. eg. 

f Clem, llrom. 1. i. p. 539. Eu raop.in vit. Claud. 

(H) Some writers, quoted by Suetonius (79), fay, that while he 
was fpeaking with the AJiatic youths, Chare a came behind him, 
and gave him a mortal wound on the head, faying, Mind this ; 
after which Cornelius Sabinui ran him through the body. Others, 
cited by the fame writer, tell us, that Sabiuus coming for the pa- 
role, and Caligula giving him the word Jupiter, Cberrea cried out, 
Be Jure to remember it ; hereupon Caius turning about, Cba?rea cue 
off his jaw at one blow, and flruck him to the ground. The other 
confpirators then rufhed in, and difpatched him 180). 



(79) Idem, c. 58. (80) Idem ibid, 
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according to Jofepbus? by king Agrtppa^ who, mindful of the 
obligations he owed him, caufed his body to be conveyed away, 
left it fiiould be infulted by the incenfed populace. Some time 
after hi* lifters, being returned from banifhmeht, took it up 
again, burnt it to aihes, and folcmnly interred it. Suetonius 
affirms as a thing not to be doubted of, that thofe who had the 
care of the above-mentioned gardens were frightened with 
dreadful apparitions, fo long as the body remained there ; and 
that in the apartment where he was murdered, a frightful noife 
was heard every night, till it was burnt down to the ground K 
Charea, to extirpate the whole race of the tyrant, fent the 
night after his death a centurion, or rather a tribune, by name 
Julius Lupus-, to difpatch his wife Cafonia, and with her his 
only daughter, an infant; the tribune {tabbed without mercy 
the mother, and taking the innocent child out of the cradle, 
daflied her brains out againft a wall m . The fenate, even after 
Claudius was raifed to the empire, were for declaring Caius in- 
famous. This Claudius % who was his uncle, would not allow; 
but neverthelefs ordered all his ftatues to be pulled down and 
broken, difannulled moft of his a£fcs, and gave his aflent to a 
decree of the fenate, commanding his money to be melted 
down, that both his name and features might be unknown to 
future ages". 

As we have hitherto had no opportunity to fpeak of Claudius^ 
who fucceeded his nephew, but had led a retired life till he was 
raifed to the empire, it may not be improper to premife to the 
hiftory of his reign a fuccin£r. account of his birth and educa- 
tion, of his good and evil qualities, and alfo of his wives, chil- 
dren, and freed men, whom we fhull frequently have occafion 
to bring upon the ftage. Claudius was born at Lions on the firft: 
of Augujl^ lulus Anto>iins and Fabius Sfricanus being confuls, 
fo that this year he was in the fiftieth of his age°. He was 
named Tiberius Claudius Nero Drufus Gcrmcnicus p . Upon 
his acceffion to the empire, he a/Turned the names of Cafar 
and Augujlus y as did likewife all his fucceflbrs; by which means 
the name of Cufar, which was peculiar to the Julian family, 
became a title of dignity, and was given to the preemptive 
heirs of the empire ; whereas that of Auguftus was a mark of 
tlic fovereign power. As for the name of Julius* it was quite 
laid afide, and never after aflumed by any of the cmner^rs 
Claudius was, by his mother An j ua* the p.randfon of Marc 
Slntony and Oclavla^ lifter to Augujlus^ and by his father 

1 Suet. c. 59. ^ m Idem ibid. Dio. p. '63. Joseph, ibid, 
c. 2. tt Joseph, ibid. Dio.p.067. 0 bua-jr, in Claud, c. z. 



p Suet. ibid. Dio. p. 665. 



'i Vide G o ltvs. p. 140. 



Drufus 
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Drufusy who died in Germany, the grandfon of Livia Au- 
gufia, and confequently nephew to Tiberius^ brother to Ger- 
tnanicusy and uncle to Cams. However, no one imagined he 
would ever have attained to the fbvereign power, till the very 
day he was inverted with it, all men being rather deftined to the 
empire, to ufe the expreflion of Tacitus* than he, for whom 
fortune, or rather providence, rsfsrved it in the dark r . For 
being very fickly during the whole time of his childhood and 
minority, he was thereby fo weakened both in his body and 
mind, that he was looked upon as incapable of any public em- 
ployment, and long after he was of age kept under a governor, 
of whom he complained in a book, which he publifhed, as of 
a barbarous and unmannerly perfon, who had been formerly a 
groom, and was fet over him on purpofeto plague and chaftife 
him upon every trivial occafion. His mother Antonia ufed to call Dsfpifedby 
him a human monjler, jufi begun by nature? but never finijhed ; #M his rt* 
and when fhe upbraided any one with dulnefs and ftupidity, Nations, 
her common expreHion was, You are as Jlupid as my fin Clau- 
dius : his grandmother Livia could not bear the fight of him : 
his nephew Caligula , when he had butchered many of his 
kindred, faved him purely for a laughing-ftock ; he was held in 
the fame contempt by his (ifter Livilla* by Auguftus y and all 
his family (I) : the kindeft word Auguflussxvz him was that of 

Mifellus, 

* Tacit, annal. 1. iii. c. i8. 

(I) Suetonius, to (hew us what opinion Augufius entertained of 
Claudius, produces feveral of the letters to Li*via concerning him : 
1 have, fays he, in one, my dear Livia, advift d with Tiberius ac- 
cording to your defire, about what is to be done with your nephew Ti - 
berius, that is, Claudius, at the folcmnity of Mars. We are both of 

opinion, that we mufi refol<ve, without further delay, what courfe to 
take with bim ; if his weaknefs is ?wt very remarkable, we ought, 
without all doubt, to advance him by the fame fteps and degrees by 
which his brother was raifed. But if we find any weaknefs or inca- 
pacity in his body or mind, we mufl not give occafion to the world to 
mock and deride both him and us : it is now ti/ne to deliberate and con- 
clude, whether he is capable of public employments or not. I think it 
would not be amifs to charge him, at the approaching folemnity of 
Mars, with the care of entertaining the priefis, upon condition, that 
he faffen himfelf to be d\recled by the fin of Silanus his kinfmav, who 
will in fir u St him, and prevent his doing any thing notorioufiy ridicu- 
lous. But I am utterly againfi his Jceing the Circenfmn games from 
fo confpicuous a place as the pulvumr, becaufe he will be there cxp'fid 
to the cyvs of the whole theatre. N t it her would J have him to attend 
his brothtr on the ferix Latinx to mount Albanus ; and as to the go- 
vernment of the city, during his brothers abfr»ce, 1 do not think him 
at all qualified forfucb an employment* 'Thus my dear Livin, 1 have 

\ % declare^ 
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Mifellus^ poor wretch Being thus defpifed and utterly ne* 
glebed by hii own relations, he became the jefl: of the court (BC), 

and 

• Suet. c. z, & 3. 

declared my opinion, which is, that we defer no longer, but come to a 
final refolution, whether we are to raife him or no. This part of my 

letter you may Jhew, if you pleafe, ^oAntonia. In another he writes 
thus: During your abfence, 1 Jhall conftantly invite young Tiberius to 
my table, that he may not /up with his Sulpitius and Athenodorus : 
Iwijh the poor child would propofe to himfelf the example of fome well- 
Bred per/on, and imitate him in his gejlure, habit, and mien ; for tbo* 
ke is not much eftecmed by men of penetration, yet he is not without 
fame noble fentiments. And in a third ; May 1 die, my dear Livia, 
fays he, if J am not amazed how your nephew Tiberius could give me 
fofull fatisfaclion in bis declamation ; it is furprijing, that a perfon 
who talks fo ill, Jhould write and declaim fo well. Juguftus, well 

apprifed of the weaknefs of his underftanding, honoured him with 
no other dignity but that of augur, and in his laft will mentioned 
him only amongft his third heirs, who were no -ways related to him, 
and left him but a legacy of eight hundred fefterces. His uncle 
Tiberius honoured him with the confular ornaments, but never al- 
lowed him to difcharge the office of conful ; and when the young 
prince importuned him for fome real preferment, he wrote him word, 
that he had fent him forty pieces of goldagainft the Saturnalia, or 
feafts of Saturn, for play-money, and to lay out, as he pleafed, in 
the Sigillaria, which was a kind of fair after the Saturnalia, lalUng 
feven days, and fo called from the little images and puppets, in 
Latin, Sigilla, which were then fold. Upon this anfwer, Claudius, 
laying afide all hopes of rifmg to any confiderable employment in 
the flate, betook himfelf to a retired life, fpending his time with 
perfons much below his rank, either in the gardens he had in the 
iuburbs, or at his country -houfe in Campania, where he gave him- 
felf intirely .up to gaming and drinking, diverfions fuitable to the 
low company he kept. However, the fenate, in confideration of 
his high birth, pafTed a decree, enacting, that he fhould be addec}, 
above the limited number, to the college of the priefts of Augujlus, 
into which none had ever before been admitted but by lot ; that a 
houfe belonging to him, which had been burnt down to the ground 
by accidental fire, fhould be rebuilt at the public charge ; and that 
he fhould have a vote in the fenate, and deliver his opinion amongft 
the confulars. But thi3 decree did not take place, Tiberius alledg- 
ing againU his voting in the fenate the weaknefs of his underftanding, 
and promifing to make good at his private expence the loffes he had 
fuilained by fire. Neverthelefs, Tiberius in his lad will named him 

amongft his heirs, and left him a legacy of about two millions of 
fefterces (81;. 

( K ) Suetonius tells us, that if he happened to come to table, when 
the other gucfts had taken their places, no one fhewed him the leaft 

(81) Idem, c. 2 — 7. Dio. p. 665. 

civility, 
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and was treated even by the freedmen of his uncle and nephew 
with the greateft difrefpect. imaginable (L). He was not -.ndjr 
deftituteof parts, but moreover extremely timorous ; infomuch, roufnefs* 
that there was no accident fo trivial, no man, woman, fkve, 
or child, fo contemptible, as not to frighten him, and when 
frightened, he was altogether incapable of reafoning. This ti- 
moroufnefs was. owing to his education; for he was brought 
up amangft women and freedmen, and obliged from his in- 
fancy to depend intirely upon them, and fubmit to their will 
and pleafure, without having any paflions, or even difcernment, 
of his own He gave out after he came to the throne, that 
in the reigns of Tiberius and Cat us he had counterfeited folly to 
efcape their cruelty ; but his conduct too plainly ftiewed, that it 
was not aflumed, but real Suetonius taxes him with being 
naturally cruel w , while others afcribe to his wives and freed- 
men the many executions of which we fhall have occafion to 
fpealc in the hiftory of his reign. Though he had many great 
faults, yet, when compared with Tiberius or Caius, he did not 
pafs for a bad emperor x . From his childhood he applied him- His Ziarx* 
felf to the ftudy of the liberal fciences, and gave frequently pub- z }! g m 
lie tcftimonies of his proficiency in them z . He arrived at no 
fmall perfection in oratory, and his difcourfe was not without 
elegance, when it was the refult of ftudy. He was well (killed 

1 Dio. ibid. u Suet. c. 38. w Idem, c. 34. * Dio. 
I. be. p. 665. Aur. Vict. c. 4. 2 Suet. c. 3. a Tacit. 
annal I. xiii. c. 3. 

civility, but diverted themfelves with feeing him running about the 
tabic to find out a place; if he refrefhed himfelf, as he ufually did 
after meals, with a fhort repofe, they took pleafure in throwing the 
itoncs of olives and dates at him ; fometimes they awaked him with 
the blow of a rod, or whip ; and fometimes, while he was afleep, 
they put hisfandals upon his hands, that, when he awaked he might 
rub his face with them (82J. 

(L) He was, as Dion CaJJtus obferves, fo notorioufly neglected, 
that, notwithstanding the prerogative of his birth, he did not rife 
above the rank of a knight, till the age of forty-fix years, when 
bis nephew Cuius created him fenator, in order to honour him with 
the confulatc (83). Ncvcrthelefs, to this contempt and neglett was 
owing the power he acquired; for Caius would never have fparcd 
him, had he imagined him capable of afpiring at it (84/. Befides, 
thebafe treatment he met with moved both the people and foldiery 
to companion, and procured him their affections ^85). 

*";V 8 ' (8 3> Dh. p. 644. (84) Ucm, p. 658. 
(85) Aunl>rtil. c, 3. 

both 
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both in the Latin and Greek tongues., wrote feveral books (M), 
and added three letters to the antient alphabet (N), A^hich, 
however, continued in ufo no longer than his reign b . Seneca 
commends his work;, and fpeaks of him as an encourager of 
&is per/on, learning 0 . As to hlspt-'il'Xij he was tall and well-fhaped ; but 

had fomething very difagrteaMe in his mien, fomething very 
unbecoming in his action, whic\ together with his low voice 
and inarticulate pronunciation, is the chief fur-j.fl: of Seneca's 
railleries d . Thefe deftdls, as well as hi.- flammcring and the 
trembling of his head, Dion Cajfius t;,;\s to be the effefl of 

the infirmities, to which he was fuljeCc in his childhood and 
youth e . 

His i 

b Srnec. c. 41. c Sj:nec. lud. in CIa,:.i. d Idem ibid. 
c E)io. c. lx. p. 665. 

fVD At the perfuafion of Liny the celebrated hiftorian, and with 
the afliftance of Sulpitius Flaw-. * Li*vy dying oefore he becran his 
work, he wrote in forty-three books the hiAory of Rom. fro»:i the 4 
death of Carf.ir the dictator co his own time. He is faid ro have J 
wrote with great liberty, and to have been on that account often re. * 
buked by his mother Antonio, and his grandmother Li*via. He pub* % 
liftied alfo feven volumes of his own life, which were wrote with S 
more elegance than judgment (86), and a defence cf Cicero againjl f 
the wirings of Gallus, which, in the opinion of Suetonius \ 87), was \. 
a learned performance. His hiftory he recited in public, fubmit* t ! 
ting it to the judgment of his auditors. He had a particular value \ 
for the Greek tongue, fpoke it fluently, and wrote in that language f 
the hiftory of the Tyrrhenians in twenty books, and that of the Car-, | 
thaginians in eight. To make thefe hiftories the more famous, he \ 
added a new fchool to the old one at Alexandria, calling it by his \ 
own name, and ordering his two Greek hiftories to be read in both <■ 
fchools(88). ^ \ 

(N) Tacitus , Quint Wan, and Varro agree, that Claudius added f 
three letters to the Latin alphabet, two of which are well known, \ 
*vix. the Jflolic di gamma, and the antifigma ; the former was an F \ 
inverfed, thus, and founded like the V ; as terptino^it am- 
ptinjitqur, and Diji Augujli* &c. The antifigma ferved inflead , 
of the Greek ¥\ or inftead of PS. and was wrote thus, H . The S 
figma of the antient Greeks refembled our C ; whence Claudius, to \ 
his new letter, confifting of two figmas, having their backs turned 
to each other, thus, dc, gave the name of antifigma. As to the 
third letter, we are quite in rhc dark. Some take it to have been 
the diphthong ai\ which is found in moft inferiptions of Claudius** 
time, thus, .wtcniai, Dijai, &c. But it is manifeft, that this diph- 
thong was in ufe long before his reign. Others, from a corrupt 



(86) Suet. c. 41. fg 7 ) Idem ilia!. (88) Idem, c. 42. 

palVagfl 



Chap. 17. Tbe Roman Hifiory. 71 

His wife, when he came to the empire, was Valeria Mejfa- His <wiyei 
Una his coufin, whom we mall have frequent occafion to men- 
tloru He had already by her a daughter, named Ofiavia, who dren - 
was afterwards married to Nero. Not many days after his ac- 
ceflion to the empire, his wife Meffalina was delivered of a fon, 
named firfr. Claudius Tiberius Germanicus, and afterwards Bri- 
tannicus C&far f . By his fecond wife, AS Ha Petina, whpm 
he divorced, he had a daughter called Antonia, whom he mar- 
ried firft to Pompeius Magnus^ and afterwards to Fauftus Sylla 9 
both defcended from illuftrious anceftors. His firft wife, Plau- 
tia Urgulanilla, brought him Drufus, and a daughter, called 
Claudia. Drufus loft his life at Pompeii before he was fourteen, 
being choaked by an apple, which ftuck in his throat, while, 
in play, he was throwjng it up into the air, and catching it in 
his mouth. As for Claudia, though fhe was born five months 
before he divorced her mother, yet he would not acknowledge 
her for his daughter; but fufpedling her to be the child of one 
of his freedmen, called Boter, he caufed her to be ftript naked, 
and to be laid, after the divorce, before her mother's door 

Mejfalina and Agrippina, whom he married after her death, ^ f rt9 £ 
bore an abfolute fway over Claudius, who a&ed under them 9 " 

more like a flavethan a prince h , difpofingof honours, govern- 
ments, employments, armies, ttV. as they and his freedmen, 
whofe power he raifed as high as his own, thought fit to dire£t 
him. Amongft the latter his chief favourites were Poffides the 
eunuch, Felix, Harpocras, Polybius, and above all Narcijfus 

f Suet. c. 27. Dio. p. 548. * Suet. ibid. b Suet. c. 29. 

pafiage in Felt us Longus, conclude it to have been we know rfot 
what letter, invented to foften the harm found of the letter R. There 
arc not wanting fome^vho pretend the letter X to have been firft 
contrived by Claudius ; but IJidorus plainly (hews, that it was in- 
vented and ufed in the reign of Auguftus (89). The Greek <p had, 
as Jgufntslian obferves, a different found from that of the Latin PH ; 
whence fome conjecture the third letter invented by Claudius to 
have anfwered the Greek p, which is not altogether void of pro- 
bability. But on this fubjeci nothing has been, or can be, offered, 
except what is merely conjectural. Claudius publifhed a book, 
when he was yet a private perfon, on the neceiiity of admitting 
thefe letters, and the life of them: when he was advanced to the 
empire, he obliged all to ufe them; but after his death they were 
difufed and quite laid afide, chough in the times of Suetonius and 
Tat- it us rhey were ftill to be feen in feveral records and journals, 
and in the tables of brafs, on which were publifhed the decrees of 
the people (90). 



(89) Fide IJidor. de orig. (go) Suet. e. 41. Tacit, annal. L xi. c. 14. 

and 
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and Pallas (O). "To thefe we may add Callijlus^ or, as 
others call him, Calixtus^ a man of great craft and addrefs (P), 
He was privy to the confpiracy againft Caius, a9 we have re* 
lated above, and gained the favour of Claudius y by perfuading 
him, that he had been charged by Caius to poifon him ; but. 

had 

(O) Suetonius tells us, that Pofftdes was rewarded by Claudius in 
his Britijb triumph, and amongft the other brave officers prefented 
with a fpear ; but whether the eunuch deferved that mark of dif- 
tini'tion, we find no -where recorded. Felix was brother to Pallas, 
Claudius's reigning favourite, and the moft powerful perfon in the 
whole empire. He is by moft writers named Claudius Felix* but 
by Tacitus, Antonius Felix, becaufe he was fir ft the flave of An to* 
nia, the mother of Claudius, and afterwards of Claudius himfelf, 
whofe name he likewife took upon his being manumitted. He was 
in high favour with Claudius, and by him raifod to the firft pofts of 
the army, and afterwards to the government cf Jud<ea, Galilee, Sa- 
maria, and Perea, that is, of the country beyond the Jordan (gi). 
Suetonius obferves , that from a flave he became fo great and confu 
derable, that he was the hufband of three feveral queens, or rather 
princeffes of royal blood. One of thefe was Drufilla, the daughter 
of king Agrippa, whom, by means of a magician, named Simon, 
he perfuaded to abandon her hufband Aszizus, king of Emefus, and 
marry him (92). In marrying Felix, (he renounced, according to 
yojephus* the Jenuijb religion, which Azixus had embraced out of 
complaifance to her. S. Luke neverthelefs calls her zjenvefs (93). Fe* 
lir married another Drufilla, grand-daughter to Antony and Clcopa- 
tra, and daughter to Juba king of Mauritania (94). Who was the 
third princefs we find no-where recorded . To Harpoeras, another 
of his favourite freedmen, he granted the privilege of being carried 
in a litter and of exhibiting plays, which was contrary to the decree 
pa(Ted in Tiberius" 's reign, and by us mentioned there. Polybius was 
a man of learning, and had aflifted Claudius in his ftudies, who 
thereupon heaped extraordinary honours if)5bn him, allowing him 
often to walk between the two confuls(95). Of Narcijfus and 
Pallas we ihall fpeak anon. 

(P) Callijlus had been (lave to a private citizen, who fold him to 
Caius, but was afterwards obliged, as Seneca obferves (96), to pur- 
chafe his favour at a much higher price than that, at which he had 
fold him ; nay, he was often feen waiting at his door, and courting 
even his porters, that he might be allowed to enter with the reft, 
and attend the levee of one, whom he had formerly kept in chains. 
Scri&om'us Largus, a celebrated phyfician of thofe times, inferibed 
to him a work, wherein he ftyles him Caius Julius Callijlus (97). 
Suetonius, in fpcaking of the freedmen of Claudius, makes no mcn- 

(91) Suet. c. 28. Joftpb. antiq. I. ii. e. 5. (92) Idem ibid. 
(93) AM. c. xxiv. <v. 24. (94) Idem ibid. (95) Suet* ibid. 

(96) Satec* efi/f. 47. Tacit. annaL 11. 

lion 
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had, under various pretences, put off from day to day the exe- 
cution of his orders *. Calixtus's office was to receive the re- 
quefts, which were prefented to the emperor Narcljfus was 
his fecretary, and Pallas had the whole management of the fi- 
nances. Thefe three divided the fovereign power amongft 
them k . Each of them was, acccording to Pliny l 9 richer 
than Crajfus had ever been ; nay, they polFe/Ted greater wealth 
than the emperor himfelf, who was thereupon told, as he com- 
plained one day of his poverty, that he would be rich enough,, 
if he could but prevail upon his freedmen to take him for their 
partner m . Having prem ifed thus much in general concerning 
Claudius and thofe who governed under him, we fhall now re- 
fume the thread of our hiftory. 

The unexpected news of Cams' s death, which was brought *The alarm 
while the people were intent upon the fhows, and in a trice which the 
fpread all over the city, occafioned a general uproar. Upon the death of 
firft alarm the deceafed emperor's litter- men haftened with their Caius ac - 
poles to his refcue, and were immediately followed by his Ger- c ^fi onetl tn 
man guards, named the Celtic band, who, finding Cams lying Rome - 
dead on the ground and his body mangled, in the manner we 
have related, vented their rage on all they met, without ex- 
amining whether they were privy to the confpiracy or not ; and 
in this confufion were killed L. Afprenas? who had been con- Several 
ful three years before, Norbanus, defcended from one of the per/cm of 
moft illuftrious families in Rome y Anteius y a fenator of great dijUn&ion 

killed. 

1 Joseph, antiq. I. xix. c. i . k Zonar 1. v. Suet. ibid. 
1 Plin . 1. xxxiii. c. io. m Subt. ibid. 

tiDn of Calliftus % who, it is certain, bore a great fway in that reign ; 
but names one Harpocras, who is fcarce taken notice of by any 
other writer. This has prompted fome to believe, that Harpocras 
and CalUJlus were one and the fame perfon. But we can hardly 
pcrfuade ourfelves, that Callijius was alfo named Harpocras, ft nee 
Scribonius Largus names him only C. Julius Calliflus. Befides Se- 
neca fpcaks in one place of Callijius -.98), and in another of Harpo- 
cras (99} ; and tells us, that the latter was executed by Claudius** 
orders. Had this been the end of fo famous and celebrated a perfon 
as Callijius t Tacitus and Suetonius would not, we conceive, have 
failed to mention it. Suetonius perhaps makes no mention of CW- 
li/lus in fpeaking of Claudius** freedmen, becaufe he was not, pro- 
perly fpeaking, one of his, but of Caius'2, freedmen, by whom 
he was firft manumitted, and afterwards employed in quality of fe- 
cretary (100). He was alive in the eighth year of Claudiuses reign, 
and died foon after ( 1 ). 

fc)S) Settee, epijl. 47. (yc)) Idem lud. in Claud. (loo) Jo- 
fpb. antiq. L xix, e . 6. (il Tacit, anna I J. 11. c. 2j. 

Vol. XIV. K diftiiiaiofl, 
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and Pmttas (C). To thcfc we may add Culliftus % or, a* 
others call him, Calixtus, a man of great craft and addrda (P). 
He was privy to the conspiracy againft Cuius, as we have re- 
lated above, and gained the favour of Claudius, by pcrfuading 
that he had been charged by Cuius to poifon him 5 but 

ad 

(O) Suetonius tells us, that Ptjftdts was rewarded by Claudius m 

his BritUb triumph, andamongft the other brave officers prefcmed 
with a fpear; bat whether the eunuch deferved that mark of dif- 
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Claudtmft reigning favourite, and the mod powerful perfon in the 
whole empire. He k by moft writers named ClmuMus Felix, but 
by Tacitrn, Autumns Fclix 9 becaufe he was firft the Have of Ann. 
ma, the mother of Clmubus, and afterwards of OmuMus himfdf, 
whose name he likewife took upon his being manumitted. He wis 

in Ugh hnm wkh C lamutus, and by him railed to the firft poflt of 
the army, and afterwards to the government of JmUu, Gmliln, S* 
mart*, and Pert** that is, of the country beyond the Jordmn (gi). 
Suttmuus observes, that from a flavc he became Co great and confi. 
dcrable, that he was the huftend of three feveral aueens, or rather 
princefies of royal blood. One of thefe wm the daughter 

of king Arriflm, wham, by 
urn pe m—m* w sosmm ner ■■■■ awwi 

many him (92). In marrying Fosse, foe n 
J^pkmi the Jwufll soMgion, which JnJmns had embraced ott ef 

to her. S. It*/ nevcrthekfc caQs her ujrwtfs (oi). A, 

£r married mother DrwMUm, gisad dmsgfrSei to A*%*yts&QU*)+ 
tra, and daughter to >J« tog of Mmwitmim (94) 
third princess we find no-where recorded. To Hmrpucrms, another 
of his frvoorite frecdmen, he granted dm privilege of being carries, 
i* a litter and of exhibiting plays, which was contrary to the deem 
pa&d m ftfmVs reign, and by us mentioned there. Puhhus 
a man of learning, andhadafifted CMvis his tabes, who 
thereupon heaped extraordinary honours 4pm him, allowing 
often to walk between the two coofcls (95). Of Nmrcifm and 
fmUas we (hall fpeakanon. 

(P) G/&/ai had been (lave to a private drixen, who fold hunts 
Cuius, but was afterwards obliged* as Stmcm obferves (06), to par- 
chafe his fovour at a much higher price than that, at which he W 
fold him; nay, he was often fecn waiting at his door, and courting 
even his porters, that he might be allowed to enter with the reft, 
and attend the levee of one, whom he had formerly kept in chasm. 
Smmmius Lurgut, a celebrated phyfician of thofe times, inferihed 
to him a work, wherein he ftyles him Cuius Julius CuUiftus (97)* 
Suitnuius, in fpeaking of the frecdmen of CluutHns, makes no men* 

(91) Suit. c. 38. Jffipk. uutif. /. ii. f. 5. (92) Umibil 
(93) AO. e. xxiv. v. 14. (94) Urn $M. (95) Suit. M 

(96) Stmt. tfijl. 47. Tatit.umml. si. 

lion 
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fad, under various pretences, put off from day to <fy the exe- 
cution of his orders Calixtus'% office was to receive the re- 
quefts, which were prefented to the emperor ; Narciffus was 
his fecretarv, and Pa lias had the whole mana gement of the fi- 
nances. Thefe three divided the fovereign power amongft 
them k . Each of them was, aoccording to Pliny ! , richer 
than Craffut had ever been; nay, they pofleffed grater wealth 
than the emperor himfclf, who was thereupon told, as h e com- 
plained one day of his poverty, that he would be rich enough, 
if he could but prevail upon his freedmen to take him for their 
partner *• Having premtfed thus much in general concerning 
Claudius andthofe who governed under him, we flail now re- 
fume the thread of our hiftory. 

The unexpected news of Caius's death, which was brought $7* alarm 
while the people were intent upon the (hows, and in a trice *Mtbtk$ 
f oread aU over the city, occafioned a general uproar. Upon die death of 
firft alarm the deceafed emperor's litter- men haftened with their Caius oc ' 
poles to his refcue, and were immediately followed by his Ger- c *fi°*' d ** 
man guards, named the Celtic band, who, finding Cairns lying Romc * 
dead on the ground and his body mangled, in the manner we 
have related, vented their rage on all they met, without ex- 
amining whether they were privy to the conspiracy or not ; and 

his confuiiou were killed L. sf/prenas, who had been con- Several 



1 1 ■»< 



ful three years before, Norbanus, defctnded from one of the per/am $f 
moft illuftrious families in Rome, Anteius> a fenator of great diftinaion 

killed. 

1 Joseph, antiq. I. jrix. c. i. k Zona* 1. v. Soet. ibid. 
1 Pun. 1. xxxiii. c. 10. » Suet. iUd. 

don of Callijhu, who, k is certain, bore a great fway in that reign j 
but names one Harper as % who is fcarce taken notice of by any 
other writer. This has prompted fome to believe, that Harpacras 

and Cmlliftut were one and the feme pcrfon. But we can hardly 
perfuade ourfelves, that CalliJIut was alfo named Harp$cras 9 fioce 

Scntmas Largus names him only C. Julius C alii ft us. Befides Se- 
neca fpeaka in one place of Callous (98), and in another of Harps- 
eras (99) 5 and tells us, that the latter was executed by Claudius'* 
orders. Hid (his been the end of fo famous and celebrated a pcrfon 
u* Calliftus t Tacitus and Suetonius would not, we conceive, have 
Ailed to mention it. Suetsnius perhaps makes no mention of Cal* 
lift* in fpeaking of Claudius^ freedmen, becaufe he was not, pro- 
perly fpeaking, one of his, but of Caius\ freedmen, by whom 
he was firft manumitted, and afterwards employed in quality of ft - 
cretary ( 100). He was alive in the eighth year of Claudius'* reign, 
and died foon after ( 1 ). 



(q*> Sense, efift. 47, 
/ipkanttj. I. x«. c. 6. 
Vol. XIV. 



(<y)) Idem lud. in Claud. (too) 7#- 

(1) Tacit, emai l 11. r. 27. 

K diftmftioji, 
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hearing the army deGgncd to raife Claudius to the fovereigrt 
power, went immediately to him, encouraged him to lay hold 
of th** preft nr opportunity, and, leaving him in that refolution, 
returned hom».. On the other hand, the foldiery, being well 
apprifeiJ, that the Urate could not long fubfift without an em- 
peror, an ' ivflccling that it would prove far more advantageous 
for thf»r. t ' aive than to receive one, the very next day, the 
twenty-filth of January, took an oath of allegiance to Claudius, 
who thereupon promifed them fifteen great fefterces a man p »« 
He was the firft emperor, as Suetonius obferves, who gave 
money to the foldiers upon his acceflion to the empire ; but his 
Tkep<o~ example was followed by moftof his fucccfTors The people, 
pie join the who had expreffed great joy upon the hopes of recovering once 
frUury. more their antient privileges, no fooner heard that Claudius 

was declared emperor by the army, than they changed their 
mind, approved with loud (houts what had been done in the 
camp, and openly declared, that they had rather obey one 
prince, than many tyrants. The fenate, however, perfifted 
in their former resolution of aflerting the public liberty, and 
were even for making war upon Claudius ; but afterwards grow- 
ing cooler on account of the differences that arofe amongft 
them, and not being able to come to an agreement, they fent 
for king Jgrippa to advife with him. The king obeyed the 
fummons with great readinefs, and appearing in the fenate, 
drefled and perfumed, as if he had not been out of his houfe that 
day, he afked what was become of Claudius , as if he fufpe&ed 
*The finale him to have been murdered together with his nephew. Here- 
adnjifcs upon the fenate related to him what had pafled, to which he 
nvitb king pretended to be an utter ftranger, and at the fame time afked 
Agrippa. his advice (R). The traytor protefted, that he was ready to 

facrifice his life to the glory of the fenate and to the public liber- 
ty ; but at the fame time ftarting innumerable difficulties and 
exaggerating the dangers and evils of a civil war, he craftily 

p Josf.th. ibid. i Suet. ibid. 

W 7°f e pb" s tc Hs us in his hiftory of the Jewijb war, that king 
dgrippa was at the fame time fent for both by the fenate and by 
Claudius, and that he chofe to go firft to Claudius, who fent him in 
his name to the fenate (2). This is not to be cafily reconciled with 
what he writes in his antiquities, <vix. that Jgrippa being fent for 
by the fenate, immediately obeyed the fummons, but pretended an in- 
tire ignorance of what had paffed, either in the palace or camp, re- 
lating to Claudius. We have followed him in his antiquities* which 
lie wrote the hit. 



Jofiph.belL I. ii. c 28. 
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endeavoured to deter them, as felicitous about their fafety* 
from having recourfe to arms. He told them, that in his opi- 
nion they were no- ways in a condition to make head againft the 
praetorian guards; and that he therefore advifed them, rather 
to fend a deputation to Claudius^ begging him not to accept of 
the empire. "This embafly he offered to take upon himfeif j the 4 deputa- 
fenate returned him thanks for his zeal, accepted his offer, and tionfent to 
difpatched him the fame day to the camp with two tribunes of Claudius, 
the people, Vera?iius and Brucbus. The tribunes conjured 
him to fubmit to the authority of the fenate and people, put 
him in mind of the evils and calamities which the repub- 
lic had fuffered under the former tyrants, aflured him, that 
the fenate had rcfolved at all events to attempt the recovery 
of their antient privileges, earneftly intreated him ferioufly 
to reflect on the calamities attending a civil war, and the 
unhappy end of Caius, Sec. The fpcech of the tribunes The fenate 
made a deep impreilion on the mind of Claudius, who was betrayed 
naturally timorous; but Agrippa in a private audience en-^vAgrip- 
couraged him to lay hold of the prefent opportunity, acquainted P a « 
him with the fears, perplexity, and irrefolulion of the fenate, 
and exhorted him to afllime forthwith the imperial power, and 
return an anfwer to the deputies becoming an emperor. Claudius 
followed the advice of Agrippa 9 which occafioned no fmall con-r 
fufion in the city, the fenate declaring, that they were deter- 
mined rather to rifque a civil war, than fubmit to the will of one 
man. This was in effect declaring war, and accordingly Clau- 
dius^ being acquainted with their refolution, began to put him- 
feif in a condition to repel force with force. In the mean time, Tbt people 
the people, furrounding the place where the fenate was af- demand at: 
fembled, demanded with threats an emperor, declaring aloud, e?nj>eror. 
that they would never acknowledge the authority of the fenate, 
i his frightened the fathers to fuch a degree, that they immedi- 
ately feparated; but the confuls fummoncd them to meet again 
the next morning before break of day. Only a fmall number 
ot them obeyed the fummons, fcarce a hundred pcrfons, the 
reft being either retired into the country, or keeping clofe in 
their houfes, through fear of being infulted by the populace. 
While thofc who met were deliberating how to thwart the de- Aud„„ 
fignsof Claudius^ the city guards, the "only troops that obeyed joined by 
the fenate, joining the populace, began to cry aloud, that they the city 
would have an emperor; that the fenate might chufe whom they guards. 
pleafedj but that they were refolved to yield obedience to none 
hut an emperor. This put an end to the deliberations of the 
fenate i all thoughts of liberty were laid afide, and Claudius^ . 

witlt 
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with the ufual ceremonies, declared emperor, (S). After thij 
declaration the fenutors haftened to the camp, each of them 
ftriving to be the foremoft in paying their court to the new 
prince. The foldiery received them with infults, wounded 
fome of them, and would have killed the conful t J osnptnius S$» 
cumins y who had been the moft fanguinc of all in the caufeof 
liberty, had they not been retrained by Claudius, who re* 
cuived him with the greateft tokens of refpeft, and placed him 
next to himfelf r . 

Claudius And now Claudius, being declared and acknowledged cm* 
dccland peror, left the camp, accompanied by the fenate and pnrtorian 
cmpiror. guards, and, entering the city in a kind of triumph, offered* 

foJemn facrifice in the capitol by wjy of thankfgiving to the gods, 
who had thus raifed him to the empire; and then withdrew to 
the palace, where he immediately fnmmoned a council of his 

r Joseph, ibid. Dio. p 666. Suet. o. 10. 

(S) The fenate, being well apprifed , that all their efforts toward* 
the recovery of their liberty mutt, in the prefent difpofition cf the 
people and foldiery, necefTarily prove ineffectual, refolved at fint 
to name an emperor themfelves, and not accept one from the fol- 
diery. Accordingly, fe vera! perfons were pro po fed, all better qua- 
lified than Claudius for that high ftation. Jofifkus nttmes the thiw 

following fenators, all men of extraordinary parts, and equal to tkt 
fovcreignty ; viz. Anuius MtHstcianus or Vmcianus % Valerius AfmH- 
cms, who had been both privy to the confpiracy agaiutt Casus ; and C«- 
millm Scri bent aims, who revolted the following year. MiwcLm 
had mod votes; but the confuls, dreading the confequcncei of \ 
civil war, which they thought unavoidable, if they named any but 
XllnuJws to the fovereign power, put off, under various pretences, 
the final decifion of fuch an important affair. In the mean time, 
the gladiator?, on whom the fenate chiefly relied, and the city guards 
went over in crouds to ClruMu^i fo that Minucusrus and the others 
gave over foUciting for a dignity, which they were well apprifed 
they could not long enjoy. Cba tea did all that lay in his powcrto 
put a Hop to the defcrtion of ihe foldiery, but to no purpofe; fm 
while he was encouraging the few who remained, to exert them* 
felvcs in the defence of their liberties, inlkad of lirtening to him. 
they too!: up their flandards, and, marching fword in hand outer 
the city, joined their comrades in the camp of the prxtorian guards. 
1 he ftnaie, feeing themfelves thus abandoned by all their forces,, 
were at length forced to join the people and foldiery, and declart 
CliwMus emperor; which they did accordingly, decreeing him at 
the fam<* time all the titles annexed to the imperial dignity. How- 
ever, Cf. a/! and S.iljnu* continued protclliin*, that they would ra- 
ther Ml by their own hands, than iubmit to CUiuJiui u\ 
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friends to deliberate with them about his conduit, with refpeft 
to thofc who had murdered Cuius • in his heart he approved of 
the a£ion ; but as he thought it nearly concerned all princes, 
that the death of one (hould not pafs unrevenged, with the ad- 
vice of his friends, he caufed the brave Cbarea (T), Lupus, 
who had put to death Cafania with her daughter, and a few C ™? a 
more to be condemned and executed; but pardoned the reft, tf t hf* 
an J amongft them Cornelius Sabinus^ though he had afted a chief Y^^' 
part in the murder of Caius 1 but the brave tribune, grieved L tt9 
for the death of his friend Charea> and fcorning to outlive him, death. 
laid violent hands on himfelf After this the emperor caufed 
an a£ of oblivion to be pafled with refpeft to all that had been 
tranfa&cd in the fenate, from the death of Caius to the time of 
his acceflion to the empire, and obferved it fo ftridly, that he 
even raifed thofe to the firft employments who had been the moft 
fan^uine in the caufc of liberty. The fenate immediately de- 
creed him all the honours which they had conferred on other In/lance* 
emperors; but he modeftly declined the greater part of them, «/Xlau- 
and caufed a decree to be palled in the fenate, forbidding any dius'x 
one to pay hint divine worihip, or ftyle him a god. Having, &fil»'i**+ 
a few days after he was declared emperor, married his daughter tf» 
Jntwla to Cn. PompciuSj he would not fuffer the people to 
make any public rejoicings on that occafion, nor even on his 
own birth-day, or on theanniverfary of his acceflion to the em- 
pire *. He no fooner began to excrciie the authority with which 
he was inverted , than he fuppreflcd the law of majefty, which 
under the two preceding emperors had proved fo fatal to Rome. 
At the fame time, he called home all the exiles; eafed the peo- 
ple of the tributes with which Caius had loaded them ; forbad 
fuch as had any relations of their own, however diftant, to name 

• Joseph. 8s Dio. ibid. 1 Dio. p C67. 

(T) Cb*rca died with the conflancy of a true hero; but Lupus be- 
trayed a great deal of fear, notwithstanding the great example he 
had before bis eyes. As he was pulling off his garments at the place 
of execution, he complained of cold; which unieafonable complaint 
(Ama turning into ridicule, told him, that cold had never yet 
done harm to a wolf, alluding to his name /-*////, which in theLa- 
//'/ tongue fignific.- < ' wlf (4). They were both beheaded, and the 
K'lnuu people, a few days r.frer their execution, offering the ufual 
facrificcs in the month of tibwry, in honour of their deceafed 
friends, did not on that occr.fion forget ihe brave Cb < rca, acknow- 
ledging their obligations to him, for having delivered the republic 
from (o deilruitivc a t) rant (V. 
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him among their heirs; reftored the eftate~, which had been 
unjuftly feized by Tiberius and Caius, to the owners or their 
heirs : ordered all the ftatues, which Caius had caufed to be 
brought to Rome from Greece and other countries to be carried 
back, and reftored to the cities* whence they had been taken, 
&c. With thefe and innumerable other inftances of his cle- 
L beloved menC y 9 juftice, and good-nature (U), he won the hearts of the 
ty the peo- p CO p} e to f ucn a degree, that upon a ground lefs report of his be- 
* *' ing affaflinated, they raifed dreadful difturbances in the city, 

calling the foldiers traytors, the fenate parricides, and loading 
with horrible curfes and imprecations all whom they fufpecled 
to have been any ways acceftbry to his death. The tumult con- 
tinued till the magi ft rates allured the people from the roftra, 
that Claudius was only gone to Qfiia 9 whence he would return 
in a fhort time u . But the zeal, which the people fhewed on 
this and feveral other occafions for his fafety, was not fufficient 
to cure his natural timoroufnefs. His friends could not prevail 
upon him, during the flrft month of his reign, to appear once 
in the fenate, becaufe C&far the dictator had been murdered 
there- He caufed all, whom he admitted to his prefence, to be 
firft narrowly fearched, left they feould have fome weapon con- 
cealed under their garments- It was a long time before he could 
be perfuaded to excufe women, and even children, from being 
fearched in a very rude and unbecoming manner. At public en- 
tertainments he was conftantly furrounded by his guards, whom 
he alfo obliged to attend him at table, diftrufting the domeftics 
even of his moft intimate friends- He never failed to vifit in 
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TQZfnefs. 



Renders 
b'tmfelf 
contempts- 
kle. 



perfonfuch of the fenators as were indifpofed, but always fent 
his guards before to fearch every corner of the houfe w . How- 
ever, thefe unnecefFary and ridiculous precautions did not ren- 
der him fo contemptible in the eyes of the multitude, as the 
weaknefs and want of judgment, which he betrayed in the ad- 
miniftration of juftice. He was no ways qualified for that office; 
but neverthelcfs could not be prevented from hearing and de- 



"Subt.c. iz. Dio. p. 669. 



w Suet. c. 35. 



(XJ ) When news of Caligula** death reached Gaul, feveral perfons 
of diltinclion in that province folicited Scrvius Sulpitius Galba, who 
commanded on the Rhine, to lay hold of that opportunity, and feize 
the fovereignty for himfelf. The legions too offered to (land by him, 
thinking they had as good a right to difpofe of the empire as the 
praetorian euards. But Galba rejc&ed their offers with indignation, 
which fo plcafed Claudius, that he received him into the number of 
his intimate iriends, and ever after flicwed a particular affection for 
Kim (6). 

5V/ :> Galb. c. 7. 

ciding 
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cidinq; the moft intricate caufes, which ferved only to expofe 
him to public derifion, and often to infults, which he bore with 
incredible patience. Suetonius tells us, that a Greeks pleading 
one day before him, not only reproached him with ignorance, 
but called him to his face an old fool; and that a Roman knight, 
thinking himfelf wronged by him, had the boldnefs to throw' 
his pen-knife at him, which wounded him in the cheek *. We 
are not told, that he ever refented thefe grofs affronts ; which 
fufftciently mews the weaknefs of his underftanding. 

Is the firft year of his reign, he inlarged the kingdom of R e ft 0 reg 
jfgrippa, who had greatly contributed to his advancement, federal 
with the addition of Judtsa and Samaria* which had been for- princes ta 
merly pollened by his grandfather Herod the Great. To his their do- 
brother Herod he gave the principality of Chalets at the foot of minions* 
mount LibamtSy and granted to both the privilege of entering 
the fenate, allowing Agrippa to appear there with confular, and 
Hetsd with prastorial, ornaments He alfo reftored Mithri*- 
dates the Iberian to his kingdom, Mithridates the Cilician to 
the kingdom of Bofporus* and Antiochus to that of Comagcne % 
who had been all unjuftly deprived of their dominions by Caius *. 
Soon after his acceflion to the empire, he recalled his two 
nieces, Agrippina and yulia, from the ifland of Font/a, to 
which they had been confined by their brother Caius; but his 
wife MeJ/alina 9 who governed him with an abfolute fwa)', 
jealous of the power which yulia a/Turned, prevailed upon him 
to fend her back this very year to the place of her former 
banifhment, under pretence that fhe was guilty of adultery and 
feveral other crimes, which by the envious Mejfalina were laid 
to her charge, but never proved. The celebrated Seneca had Seneca 
his fhare in the misfortunes of the unhappy princcfe, being after banijhtd. 
his quceftorfhip banifhed to the ifland of Cor/ica, upon a bare, 
and, as is commonly believed, altogether groundlefs, fufpiciou 
of a criminal converfation with her a . This year, the Romans: 
gained fome advantages over the Mauritanians y who had taken 
arms to revenge the death of Ptoletny their king, barbaroufly 
afTaflinated by Caius's orders b . About the fame time, Sulpi- 
tius Galba overcame the Catti 9 and P. Gabinius Secundum the 
A4arfi 9 two German nations. Gabinius after his victory had 
the good luck to difcover and bring back with him to Home 
one of the eagles, which the Germans had taken upon the de- 
feat of Varus. For thefe victories Claudius took the triumphal 
ornaments and the title of emperor. Gabinius defeated likewifc 

* Idem, e. 15. y Joseph, antiq. 1. i. c. 4. Dio. p. 670. 
' JoM HH. & Dio. ibid. • Tacit, annal. I. 1 1. c. g. Dio. 
p. (y 7 o. b Dio. ibid. 
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the Chauciy another German nation, and was allowed by Clau- 
dius , on account of his gallant behaviour on that occafion, to 
suTume the furname of Chaucius c . 

The following year, Claudius entered upon his fecond con- 
fulfhip, having for his collegue C Largus, but held it only for 
two months : to whom he refigned the fafces we are no- where 
told} Largus continued conful to the end of the year. The 
emperor, when he firft aflembled the fenate in quality of conful, 
obliged all the fenators to bind themfclves by a folemn oath to 
obferve all the laws of Jugujlus ; took the fame oath himfelf ; 
but would not allow any of the magift rates or fenators to lay 
themfelves under any obligation with refpe«St. to his own laws d . 
This year the Mauritanians were defeated anew by Suetonius 
PaulinuSy who extended his conquefts to the river Nigris f 
■which fepa rates Africa from /Ethiopia. Cn. Hoftdius Get a 
fucceeding P animus in the command of the Roman troops in 
-rffrica? gave Salabes y the Mauritanian general, two great 
overthrows, which obliged the whole country to fubmit to the 
Maurita- yoke. Claudius divided the kingdom of Mauritania into two 
s\yjl reduced provinces, viz. the Cctfariana and the Tingitana, the former 
«nd di*uid- being fo called from Car/an^ a name now common to all the 
ed into two emperors, and the latter from Tingis 9 now Tangier 9 the me- 
provinces, tropolis of that province. Both thefe provinces were, by the 

appointment of Claudius, governed by Roman knights 6 (W). 

This 



c Suet. c. 24. * DiQ. p. 671. e Dio. ibid. Px. I N« 

I. v. C. I. 

(W) Dion Cr Jpus tells us, that Gcta purfued the hlauritawans 
beyond mount Atlas ; and that while he was intiiofcdry and fandy 
countries in great diUrefs for want of water, a magician, who lived 
there, taught him certain charms, which, he faid, were frequently 
pracliied by the inhabitants with wonderful fuccefs, when they 
wanted water. Gcta gave no great credit to the magician j but 
being prompted, partly by curiofiry, partly by the diurefs lie was 
in, to make ufe of the charms which the Mauritania* had taught 
him, he was greatly furjprifed lo fee all on a fudden the flcy overcait, 
and a great quantity of water fall from heaven. The barbarians, 
concluding from thence, that the gods favoured the Romans, fent 
deputies to treat with, and fub mitt ed to, Qeta 9 upon his own terms. 
Thus Dion Cajjius (7). We read in Pliny, that Claudius (nut a co- 
lony to 'Fin^ij, wtucn city he named Julia TraditSia (8). JBnt we 
are inclined 10 believe, that this colony was fent to Tingishy Julius 
L.tr/, t >, iiucc it is mentioned by 6trulo \%j i§ who died beiore the 

(7) Dio. I. be p. 671. (g) Pliti. /. v. 4. 1. (9) Strait. I iii. 
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This year Claudius caufed a law to be pafled, commanding, 
that thofe who were named by the fenate to the government of 
provinces, (hould depart from Rome before the beginning of 
April* ; but the year following he allowed them to ftay in 
Ro?ne, till the middle of that month. At the Came time, he 
published an edict, forbidding thofe, whom he fhould charge 
with the government of provinces, to return him thanks, as 
was cuftomary, in the fenate, fince they owed no obligations to 
him ; but he on the contrary was greatly indebted to them, for 
eafing him of part of his burden g . The great famine, which Claudius 
raged this year at Rome, prompted Claudius to undertake the makes a 
forming of a large and convenient haven at the mouth of the harbour at 
Tiber i which great work he happily completed, though Cce- the mouth 
far the dictator, if fome miftake is not crept into Suetonius , °f *be Ti- 
had many years before attempted it in vain h . It was an under- ber. 
taktRg, fays Dion CaJJius* worthy of the grandeur of the Ro- 
man empire ; but the fucceflbrs of Claudius were not able to 
maintain it, fo that foon after his death it was choaked up with 
fond and became quite ufele fs 1 (X), At the (ame time, Clau- 
dius undertook the draining of the Jake Fucinus, in the country 
of the Marjiy .and the conveying of its waters, by a deep 
canal, into the Tiber ', or rather the Liris, in which work he 
employed thirty thou fan d men for eleven years together, but 
to no efFe£t, as we fhali fee in the tenth year of his reign. 

This year, Mejfalina and Claudius 9 s freedmen began to 
abufe the prince's weaknefs and the two great power he allowed 
them, to the deftru£tion of fuch of the nobility as gave them 
umbrage, or any-ways incurred their difpleafure. The firft 
who fell by their treachery was Appins Silanus y a perfon of 

f Dio. 1. Ix. p. 672. c Idem ibicj. * §u£t. c. 30. D10; 
p. 672. i Idem ibid. 

reign of Claudius. V off: us takes Pliny to have been miftaken in 
giving to Tingis in Africa the name of ^jfulia Traducla, which, in 
his opinion, was peculiar to the city of Tingis in Spain, built in the 
time of Julius Cejar, and peopled with inhabitants from Tingis m 
Africa (to). 

[X) Suetonius calls it the port of Oftia, though it lay on theothe* 
fide of the Tibtr ovcr-againlt O/lia at a place ltd! called by the inha- 
bitants // porta, the haven. The fame writer tells us, that at tb« 
entrance of the harbour was funk the vcffcl, in which the great 
obeluk we fpoke of in the preceding reign, was brought out of 
AW» as a foundation for the piles, upon which was railed a high 
fuvver, according to the model of the Pharos of Alexandria (n). 

(|0) foffl in hi/?, p. 197. (| 1) Suet. c. 20. 
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great diftin£rion and known integrity. He, married to his firft 
wife /Emilia Lepida, grand- daughter to Julia the daughter of 
^ugitflusy and had by' her L. Junius Silanus, to whom Clau- 
dius had betrothed his daughter Oftavia. Upon the death of 
MmiUa Lepiday which happened this year, Claudius , who 
held him in the number of his moft intimate friends, perfuadei 
him to marry Domitia Lepida, mother to his own wife Mef- 
falina* But to his great misfortune the emprefs, whofe lewd- 
nefs knew no bounds, fell in love with him herfelf, and was 
not afhamed to difclofe to him her pafiion. Silanus rejected 
with the utmoft indignation her incefluous felicitations, which 
provoked her to fuch a degree, that Ihe refolved upon his ruin, 
and compaffed it with the concurrence of the freedman Nar- 
ciffus in the following manner. Narcijfus ruflied into Clau- 
dius's chamber one morning by break of day as in a great 
fright, and told the emperor, who was fti'll in bed, that hi 
had dreamt Silanus defigncd to murder him that very day. 
Mejfalina, as had been agreed on beforehand, pretending to, 
hear the freedman's accounts with furprife and amazement, 
allured the emperor, thatfhe had been for feveral nights toge- 
ther frightened with the fame dream- In the mean time, Si- 
lanusy who had been told the day before, that he was to wait 
upon the emperor at that hour, fuddenly came in, which fd 
terrified Claudius, of all men the moft timorous, that, with- 
put any further inquiries, he commanded him to be immediately 
feized and executed- The fame day he acquainted the fenate 
with what had palled, and was not afliamed publicly to return 
thanks to his freedman for watching over hisfafcty, "even in his 
flecp k (Y). The death of Silanus alarmed the nobility, 

who 

« 

k Suet. c. 37. Dio. p. 674.. Tacit, annal. xi. c. 37. 

( Y) Suetonius tells us, that a perfon, who had a fuit at law de- 
pending before Claudius, in the fame manner rid himfclf of his ac{- 
verfary, telling him he had dreamt the night before, that he was 
aflamnatcd; and afterwards, when his adverfnry appeared, whii- 
T-ering him in the ear, that he was the aflaflin. This was enough 
lor Claudius to have him immediately apprehended and executed, as 
if he had been convicted. The poor unmanly wretch was at the 
.eail apprehenlion of danger ealily put upon the molt cruel and 
fangumary precautions, fear getting the better of his reafon and 
temper, which had naturally no bias to cruelty. When returned id 
nimfelf, he often teftified great grief and concern for the executions 
which he had commanded in a fudden fright, without knowing what 
"he did or faid : nay, we are told, that he frequently inquired what 
was become of thofe very nerfons who had been executed by his 

cmlcxs i that he fouie tunes ten; to invite them to dine with him the 

very 
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who thinking their lives and eftates precarious under a weak 
prince, intirely governed by his wife and freed men, refolved by 
his death to put an end to their reign, and deliver themfeJves 
from the dangers that threatened. Annius Viniciattus^ or, asjro- 
ffphus calls him, Afinucianus, who had a&ed a chief part in the 
murder of Caius, and after his death bad been by the fenate 
judged equal to the empire, was at the head of the confpiracy, 
and drew into it Fur ins Camillus Scribonianus^ governor of 
Dalmatidy who had been conful ten years before, and with him 
a great number of knights and fenators. Camillus^ who was Camillus 
at the head of a powerful army, openly declared his defign, r ^ 0 //j . 
and by alluring the troops under his command that he had no- and writes 
thing in view but to reftore Rome to herantient liberty, per- athreatcn- 
fuaded them to take an oath of allegiance to him ; and at the ing Utter 
fame time, as he was well acquainted with Claudius's timorous *<> Clau- 
temper, he wrote a letter to him filled with reproaches, and ^ius. 
threatening him with a cruel death, if he did not forthwith re- 
fign the empire, and, betaking himielf to a private and retired 
life, fave him the trouble and charge of making war upon him. 
The coward was fo terrified with this letter, that he aflembled, 
in the utmoft confirmation, his friends, to deliberate with them, 
whether or no he (hould refign the fovereign power to Camil- 
lus? But he was foon delivered from his fears; for Camillus' s Is ah an- 
foldiers, not being able, by fome ftrange accident, to remove dotted by 
their enfigns, when they were ordered to march out and meet bis men 5 
jtheir new emperor, began upon that omen to repent of their 
revolt, and being perfuaded that the gods difapproved of it, fell 
upon their officers, and cut moft of them in pieces. Camillus 
himfclf found means to efcape to the ifland of Iffa on the coaft 
.of Dalmatian where he was ftabbed in the arms of his wife j n j mur 
Junta by a common foldicr, named Volaginius, after he had J^/j"' " 
bore the name of emperor for live days K Upon his death moft 
of the confpirators, and amongft the reft Vinicianus^ laid vio- 
lent hands on themfelves ; fome were fcized and executed, and 
fome by purchafmg with large (urns the favour of Mejpilina and 

' Suet. c. 13. Dio. p. 674. Plik. I. iii. cpift. 16. Tacit. 
.hill. 1. ii. c t 75. 

very next day, and was under the utmoft concern when informed of 
their death, protcfting with tears in his eyes, that he had given no 
Inch orders (12). Thus was his whole hfc governed by fears, and 

tion% 

ambi- 
tion, revvnge, and avarice. 



...w. wiucia 11*/. 1 nus was in a wnoie lire governed Dy icars, 
uis fears by his wives and frcedmcn : hence many bloody executi 
according to the degree of hh» own timoroulhcis, 01 oi their ar 
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the emperor's frcedmen, never were, though notorioufly guilty , 
inquired after, while many innocent knights and fenators were, 
under colour of being concerned in the confpi racy, ftript of their 
eftates by the rapacious Afe/falina and Narciffus, and either 
fent into banifhment, or executed without mercy- Dion Caf- 
Jius tells us, that one of Camillus'sfrecdmen, by name Golefes, 
being apprehended and brought before the fenate, fpoke there 
with great courage and freedom. Whereupon Narciffus, who 
was prefent among the emperor's attendants and flood behind 
him, making up to the freed man, afked him, What would- 
you have done, if your mafter had got poffefjion of the empire ?■ 
J Jhould have kept behind him, fa id he, and, mindful of my con- 
dition, not prefume to fpeak in his prefence m . The courage 
and refolution of Arria is celebrated by mod: of the antient 
writers. She was wife to Carina Ptett/s, a confular man, 
who, having joined Ca mi II us, was feized in Dalmatia, and 
fent to be tried at Rome. Jrria being by the mercilefs foldiers 
denied the fatisfa&Jon of attending her hufband in the fame vef- 
fcl, followed him in another, and arriving at Rome, there pub- 
licly reproached Junia, the wife of Camillus, with want of 
courage and conjugal affection, in living after fhe had feen her 
hufband inhumanly murdered in her arms. Her friends, con- 
cluding from thence, that fhe was refoived not to outlive her 
hufband, watched her day and night ; but (he, to convince 
them that all their precautions were to no effect, beat her head 
a^aintt: the wall with fuch violence, that her friends, for fome 
<fke con- time, believed her dead. However, fhe recovered; but finding 
jhvie\\ (lie could not, with all her intereft, for fhe was in great favour 
frmn?fs % with Mrffalina, fave her hufband, and that he had not the cou- 
audduyb ra g e to f a ]i by his own hand, fhe took a dagger, plunged it into 
tf/Arria. | ltrr owa breaft, arid pulling it out again, prefentcd it to her 

hufband, faying, Non do let ■> I don't feel it n . Martial makes 

her fay, I don't feel my wound, but fhcdl feel yours ° (Z). Otho^ 

father 

w Pio. p. 675. * Plin. 1. iii. cpift. 16. • Mart. 1. i. 

(Z < This action of drrin is mightily cried up by the an tie nt*, es- 
pecial!)' by PLny the younger : buc nevertheless, that judic ous wri- 
ter thinks his heroine far more commendable for the conlbincy an4 
refolution me (hewed in diffembling the extreme grief fhe felt on 
the death of one of her children, that her hufband who was dan- 
ge roil fly ill and tenderly loved the child, might not be acquainted 
U*irh his misfortune, till he was pet feilly recovered. The conilancv 
and intrepidity Ihe (hewed at her death proceeded probably from va- 
nity anil a certain fnmdnrfs for fame, favs Piht\\ Ivit her manly he- 
haviour in the height of her grief was the uflecl of the molt refined 

virtue^ 
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father to the emperor of that name, being appointed to fucceed 
Cumiilus in the command of the troops in Dalmatian had the 
courage to caufe the heads of thofe (bldiers, who had any hand 
in the murder of their officers, to be cut off* in his prefence ; 
nay, in the midft of the camp, though he well knew, that 
Claudius had approved of what they had done, and even ad- 
vanced fume of them to confiderable potts in the army. This 
conduct difpleafed the emperor; but Otha foon regained his 
favour, by difcovering a confpiracy formed againft him by a 
Roman knight, who was apprehended, convicted, and thrown 
headlong from the Tarpeian rock, by the confuJs and tribunes 
of the people p . 

The following year, Claudius was the third time conful, 
having for his collegue L. Vitellius. the fecond time conful. 
Claudius held that dignity, according to Suetonius q , only two 
months ; but, according to Dion CaJJius y to the beginning of 
July/, when both he and his collegue refigned the fafces to De- 
limits Haterius Jgrippa and C Sulpitius Galba y as we learn 
from an antient infeription 5 . This year Claudius deprived the 
Lycians of their liberty, to put a flop to the differences that 
reigned amongfr. them, and to punifh them for having in a tu- 
mult put fome Roman citizens to death c . Their country was <fj ?etqAio 
added to the province of Pamphylia u (A). In Rome, Mejfa- j a li a », p z 

lina % to death. 

p Suet, in Oth. c. 1. Dio. L lx. p. 67^. * SutT.c. 14. 
r Dio. p. 676. • Vide On uph. in Faft. p. 189. 1 Suet.c. 25, 
■ Dio. p. 676. 

virtue, fince Ihe could not be prompted to it by any profpeft of fame 
or glory (13). 

(A) The Lycians on this occafion fent a deputation to Claudius* 
at the head of which was one of their councry, who enjoyed the 
rights of a Roman citizen ; but Claudius, finding he did not under* 
Hand the Latin tongue, cau fed his name to be razed out of the roll 
of citizen*: he treated in the fame manner many others, whom he 
judged unworthy of the Roman name (14^. lie forbad under fevc,rc 
penalties fuch as were not free of the city to aflame the name of 
any family in Rome, and even condemned fome perfons to death* 
and cau fed them to be publicly executed, for no other crime, but 
becaulc they had f.iifely patted themi elves upon the world for Roman 
citizens. But notwithstanding this rigor, he granted the freedom of 
the city to an infinite number of perfons of all nations, who had 
wherewithal to purchafe it of M [Juiina or his frcedmen. Ic was at 
lull fold at a very high rate, but became afterwards Co common, 
tJ»ai it wad purchafed, as was then laid by way uf raillery, for a 



(i}J P.'iu, I. ill. epiJJ. 16. (14) Dio. Hid. 

brulvcn 
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lina 9 abufing the abfblute fway Ihe had over her weak hufband, 
perfuaded him by her malicious infmuations firfl to put to death 
his niece Julia* the daughter of G 'ermanicus , whom he had ba- 
nifhed the year before to the ifland of Pontia, and afterwards 
Julia the daughter of Drufus and grand -daughter of Tiberius ; 
ihe was like wife niece to Claudius , being the daughter of his 
fifter Livilla. They were both condemned and executed, fays 
Suetonius y without being allowed to defend themfelves, though 
nobody could prove the charge that was brought againft them w . 
However, the latter Julia well deferved, on another fcore the 
doom that overtook her ; for fhe was chiefly inftrumental, 2s 
we have related above, in the ruin of her hufband Nero the 
fon of Germanicus. When Claudius quitted his confulfhip, the 
fenate decreed him triumphal ornaments, which put hint upolr 
undertaking fame cnterprife that might intitle him to a real 
triumph. The theatre he chofe for his warlike exploits was 
Britain^ at that time harrafled with civil wars- Some Britons 
of diftin&ion having abandoned their own country, to avoid the 
fury of the factions that raged there, and taken refuge in Gaul, 
their countrymen complained, not without threats, of the Bjh 
mans for entertaining them, and infifted upon their being fent 
. back. This ferved as a pretence to make war upon them, one 
of the fugitives, by name Bericus 9 perfuading the emperor by 
many arguments to attempt the conqueft of that great ifland, 
which no Roman had ever dared to invade fince the time of 
Co: far the dictator. At his inftigation, Claudius difpatched 
orders to Plant ius 9 who had fucceed Gabinius in the command 
of the troops in Lower Germany 9 to convey, without delay, all 
his forces over into Britain. This order was not relifhed by 
the foldiery, who, in a mutiny declared, That they mould not 
make war out of ihe compafs of the world. Hereupon Claudius 
fent his frecdman NarciJJus to appeafe the mutiny, and encou- 
rage the difheartened legions to obey their general. Narcijfus, 
upon his arrival, afcended the tribunal, and thence began 
to harangue the legions, who, provoked at the audaciouf- 
nefs of the flavc, abufed him with moft opprobrious lan- 

* Sl-et. c. 29. 

broken glafs (15). Hence Seneca wrote in the inveflives he ptib- 
lilhcd againft Claudius, that if he had lived longer, he would have 
made all the Greeks, Gauls, and Sp atria rds free of Rome (\6\ This 
to Sf/n ca fcemcd very ahfurd ; but was afterwards praftifed by other 
emperors, and, in the opinion of St. sluflin, very wifely (17). 

ficj Dio Suet. ihJ. lud. in Claud, p. 4?6. 

Or) -'I***- tiv, Dti /. v. c. 17. 

guage, 
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language, bidding him quit the camp, and return to the 
mafqueradcs and plays at Rome\ for they were determined, 
without his harangues, to follow their general. According- " lautius 
ly, they immediately began their march to the fea-fide; ^f^ffa/*' 
and imbarquing on the veffels, which Plautius had with in ere- ;/j ari j 
dible expedition, got ready for that purpofe, landed in Britain^ 
before the inhabitants had any notice of their defign, whom, 
therefore they eaftly defeated in feveral fkirmifhes, and ad- 
vanced as far as the Thames. But Plautius % not thinking it 
fafe to penetrate farther into the country, wrote to Claudius \ 
purfuant to his inftru&ions, acquainting him with the progrefe 
he had already made, and the dangers he apprehended from a 
farther purfuit of his conquefts. Upon the receipt of this let- j s followed 
ter, the emperor, who had drawn together a good number of 6r Clau- 
Jegions, and kept them in a readinefs to march to the affiftance dius. 
of his lieutenant in Britain, left Rome^ and imbarquing at 
Ojlia, failed to Marfeilles (B) ; thence he marched by land to 
Giffhriacunty now, as is commonly believed, Boulogne x , and 
from that place fet fail for Britain ^ where he landed without 
oppoftcion j and joining Plautius, whom he found incamped 
on the banks of the Thames , which he pafled, defeated the 
enemy, and made himfelf mafter of feveral ftrong-holds, 
among the reft of Camalodunum^ now Afaldon in Ejfex, ac- 
cording to Carnbden^ where ftood the palace of Cynobclinus, 
one of the Britijh kings. In this expedition Vefpaftan difKn- 
gutfhed himfelf in a very eminent manner ; for partly under 
Plautius, partly under Claudius himfelf, he fought thirty pitch- 
ed battles, fubducd two powerful nations, took twenty ftrong 

x Vide Bucher. de Eclg. p. 147. 

(B) Claudius, before he fet out from Roma, committed the go- 
vernment of the city, and the command of the troops left there, to 
Lucius V it el It 11$, the father of the emperor of that name, and this 
year the emperor's collegue in the confulfhip. He was a man of 
parts and valour; but, as we have obferved already, a moil infa- 
mous and flavifh flatterer of pcrfons in power. Being appointed, as 
we may fay, regent in the ab fence of Claudius, he difcharged his 
truft with great credit and integrity. Suetonius tells us, that Claudius 
put off his departure from Rome for a few days upon a flight indif- 
pofuion, which fcized Su/pitius Galba % afterwards emperor ; fo 
highly was he favoured and beloved by Claudius after the difcovery 
of the above-mentioned confpiracy. Claudius in his pa flag e from 
OjJiu to Marfeilles was twice in danger of being fhip wrecked, 
which induced him to purfuc his journey from Marfeilles to Boulogne 
by land (18). 

(iS) Suit. r. 17. 

Vol. XIV. M towns 
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„. towns and upwards, and reduced the ifland Vefiis, or the ifland 

effsb of ty*S ht Y ' Vlaudlusi having difarmed the Britons who had 

quej s frr * ^jjjjjj^j^ appointed Plautius governor of the conquered pro- 
vinces, and, charging him to purfue his conquefts, returned in 
great ha'fte to Rome> which, however, he did not enter till the 
next year but the fenate decreed both to him and his fon the 
furname of Britannicus (C). 

His tri- The following year, L. QuinElius Crifpinus being the fecond 

umph. time conful with M. Stat i litis Taurus , Claudius was received 

at Rome with a moft magnificent triumph (D) : and the fenate, 
to encourage the emperor and his lieutenants to purfue their 
conquefts, decreed, that all the treaties made by them fhould 
have the fame force, as if made by the fenate and people of 

y Suet, in Vefp. c. 4. & in Claud, c. 27. Dio. p. 679. Ta- 
ci t. vit. Agr. c. 4. 

(C> Claudius fet out from Rome on his Britijb expedition about 
the beginning of July, and returned to the city in the beginning of 
January (to)- He llaid in Britain a few days, fays Suetonius (20)} 
fixteen days, fays Dion CaJJius (21). On his return he imbarqued 
on the Po, and, entering by one of the mouths of that river the 
JJriatic fea, landed at OJiia (22). Suetonius tells us in one place, 
that he left the iflaud without fighting one battle, nay without 
bloodlhcd (23' ; and in another (24), that ft Jpajian, partly under 
Plautius, partly under Claudius himfelf, fought thirty battles. The 
latter is agreeable to what we read in Dion CaJJius, whom we have 
followed. Eutropius (25) and Sr. Jerotn (26) fix to this year the 
conqueltof the irfands Orcadt s. But Tacitus writes, that they were 
not fubdued by* or known to, the Romans, till the reign of Vcjpa- 
fan (27). They were not perhaps fubdued, but they were cer- 
tainly known this very year to the Romans, iince Pompom us Mda 
mentions them in his defcriprion of the world, which he wrote 
while Claudius was waging war in Britain (28}. 

(D) That the fliow might be more glorious by the concourfe of 
people, he not only gave leave to the governors of provinces to be 
prefent at ir, but permitted feveral baniihed perfons to return home 
on purpofe 10 behold it. In thefolemnity his wife MeJfaHna, mag- 
nificently adorned, followed him at fomc dillancc in a (lately cha- 
riot. He mounted the Heps of the capitol on his knees, being 
fupported by his two fons in-law. Among the fpoils of the enemy 
he placed a naval crown on the top of his palace haid by the civic 
crown, in token of his viclory over the fea (29). 

(1 9) Dh. p. 680. (2c) Sttrt ibid. (21; Dh. Hid. (2:' Pli*. 

I. iii. r. 16. (23) Surf, ibid. (24) Idem, in<v/t. /' //'../. c. 4 
(2$; F.utmp. in *vi»,t Cliud. (26) Hit r. in Cl» on. (2;) /*<»,/■ 

in p. it. -'/gr. 10. [zW /. iii. c. 0. o t'ej\ id. 

I. i c. 25. (21;; Suet. c. 27. 

Ram 
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Rente*. Claudius after his triumph reftored to the fenate the 
provinces of Achat a and Macedon^ which thenceforth began 
to be governed again by proconfuls b . He like wife honoured 
AL "Julius Cottiusj prince of the Alps called Cottia?, with the 
title of kin?, and inlarged his barren territories c ; but de- 
prived the Rhodians of their liberty for crucifying fome Roman 
citizens which, however, he reftored to them nine years 
after, that is, in the fifty-third year of the cbriftian sera e . 

The next confuls were M. Vinicius, whom Claudius 
named to that dignity, though hehadcaufed his wife Julia the 
daughter of Germanicus to be put to death, and T. Statilius 
T iurus Corvinus. As the city was filled with flatues, Claudius Some wife 
enadted a law, forbidding any new ftatues to be erected within ordinances 
the walls of Ro?ne y without the content of the fenate, and at °f Clau- 
the fame time ordered a great many already raifed to be taken ^ us - 
away f . He punifhed with great feverity fome governors of 
prcviuccs, who had oppreffed the people they were fet over, 
and enatSred feveral wholefome laws for bringing fuch tojufrice 
as mould for the future be guilty of the fame fault; ordering all 
governors to return to Rome, as foon as the time of their com- 
mand was expired, to anfwer there the complaints that might be 
brought againft them. The prerogative of granting leave to 
fenators to travel out of Italy y which Augujlus had lodged in 
the fenate, he claimed himfelf, arid obliged the fenate to yield 
it to him by a decree This year, on the fixft day of Augujl 
about an hour after mid-day, happened an eclipfe of the fun. 
The emperor, as this was his birth-day, took care to give no- 
tice of it to the people before-harui, that they might not be fur- 
prifedat that phaenomenon, or draw bad omens from it h . 

In- rhp following rnnfuliite of Valerius Afiaticus and M. *7u- v 



V iniciui 



nitts SilatwS) died M. Vinicius, brother-in-law to Claudius p Q if om d by 
being poifoned by Mejfalina* He was a man of a quiet temper Meflalina, 
and lived retired, concerning himfelf only in the affairs of his 
family; but, to his misfortune, the lewd Mejfalina conceived 
a violent paflion for him, and poifoned him, becaufe he could 
not by any folicitations be prevailed upon to injure Claudius K 
ylfuiius Callus, the fon of Agrippina, Tiber ius's firft wife, con* 
fpircd this year againft the emperor, with a defign to feize the 
fovercign power for himfelf ; but the confpiracy being difco- 
vercd, Claudius only condemned him to banifhment, as a peri* 
fun horn whom he had nothing to apprehend, fince he was of 
a very low fUture, ili-fhaped, of a very deformed countenance, 

"Dio. p. 6S0. b SuET.c 25. c Dio p. 68 r. 4 Sun t. 
c 2?. • Idem ibid. r Dio. ibid. e Suet. c. 13. Dio, 

p. t-Sj. h Dio.p. 682. 1 Dio. p. 683. 
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and fo inconfiderate, that he had afpired to the fovereignty, 
though quite deflitute of both friends and money, upon the 
bare fuppofition," that he fhould be immediately acknowledged 
ClaudiusV by all on account of his noble defcent. This generous beha- 
viour in Claudius was highly commended D3'perfons of all ranks; 
and no lefs pleaiing to the people was the decree, which he got 
palled in the fenate, forbidding freedmen to appear in judgment 
againft their patrons, and impowering their former mafters to 
deprive them of their liberty, and bring them back to the chain, 
when they proved ungrateful, or gave them any juft motive of 
complaint * (E). 

The next year, Claudius was conful the fourth time with 
Lucius Vitcllius, the third time conful ; but after two months 



Claudius 
ccn/or. 



religned that dignity, and took upon him the office of cenfor, 
chufing for his coliegue Lucius Vitellius^ already conful, who, 
as we have often obferved, had a wonderful talent for flat- 
(F). In the difcharge of tin's important office, CAia- 



tery 



h Dio. p. 6S4. Suet. c. 25. 



(E) St. Jcmm tells us (30), that Thrace, which had hitherto been 
governed by kings, was this year, the fifth of Citudius and forty- 
ievench of the chriftian xra, reduced to a Roman province. Eufd- 
bius likewife writes, that Rhcmetalces, king of Thrace, being killed 
by his own wife, Claudius conquered that country. But of this 
memorable event no mention is made by the Greek or Latin writers, 
whofe works have reached our times. 

(F) He left no ftone unturned, fays Suetonius, to work himfelf 
into the favour of Claudius ; obferving him intirely addicled to his 
wife Mcjfalina and his freedmen, he begged of the former, as the 
grcateft favour fhe could bellow upon him, that (he would grant 
him the honour of pulling off" her ihoes. Mrffaiina, well pleafcd 
to fee a man of his quality and parts proud of that oflice, granted 
him his rcquclt; and t'itetlius, the firll time he difcharged his ho- 
nourable employment, carried away one of her Ihoes, and wore it 
conftantly in his bofom, not being alharned to pull it out in public 
and often kifs it. The golden images of Pallas and Narcijftts, the 
emperor's reigning freedmen, he worftiipped amongft his houlhold 
gods. When C t audi us entertained the people with the fecular 
game?, fo called, becaufe they were exhibited but once in a century, 
hit> compliment to him was, Sape facias ; May you many times exhibit 
ihtfv fpci ts. Not only Claudius, who was a weak prince, but his 
wives and freedmen, were fo taken with the grofs and fulfome flat- 
tery of this fawning flavc, thac they not only raifed him to the firft 

employments in the empire, but likewife his two fon. c , whom he 
1 11 •*■'■"• - ■ • 1 tnc one fucceed- 

ards raifed to the 



ha<l the fatisfaclion to fee con fu Is in the fame year, 
ing the other (31). His elder fon was aftcrua 



empire 



(30) H:cr. inch- on. 



(31) Suet, in <vit. c. Z. 



dius 
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dim performed fome things highly commendable, but in 
others eave fuch inftances ot his weaknefs and want of under- 
ftanuing, as expofed him to public derifion. He publifhed 
above twenty edicts in one day, moft of them quite trifling 
and ridiculous ; by one of them, for inftance, he warned 
the fenare and people to take care that their wine-veflels 
were \v;l! pitched, fince there was that year great plenty 
of Lr~pc; by another he acquainted them, that the juice 
of the ww-tree was the beft: remedy of all againft the fting of 
a viper. When he came to inquire into the manners of the Expofes his 
Roman lc::i;.hts, he difii.ifled a young man moft notorioufly vi- weaknefs 
cious, without any punifhment, becaufe his father gave him a * n thedif- 
£ood character, telling him, You have a cenfor at home. An- c h&rge of 
other, infamous for debauching both married and unmarried wo- *^ at 0 *ft' c ** 
men, he only admonifhed, either to live cbq/te 9 or to be lewd 
more warily ; for tvhy mujl I knoxv, faid he, with what wo- 
men you keep company P *. This year was remarkable for the 
deaths of fev.ral perfons of great diftincl:ion, whom Claudius, 
at the instigation of Meffalina, caufed to be executed. Cn. Q n p om • 
Pompcius Magnus, who had married Antonia, the emperor's peiusMag- 
cldcft daughter, fell the firft. He was of an illuftrious family, nus/>w/ to 
but not defcended from Pompcy the Great, being the fon of death. 
Lrajfus Prugi, who likewife bore the furname of Great. His 
credit with the prince, his great nobility, and extraordinary parts, 
by giving umbrage to Meffalina, occafioned his ruin- He was 
condemned and had his head cut off by a foldier fent to him for 
that purpofe, without fo much as knowing that he was accufed k : 
fo great and abfolute was the fway, which Meffalina had ob- 
tained over her weak, timorous, and credulous, htrfband. At 
the fame time, Craffus, the father of Pompeius, and his mother 
Scribonia were by the order of Claudius put to death, though 
the former intirely refembled him, being, to life the expreilion 
of Seneca, as great a monftcr as himfelf, and therefore no lefs 
qualified to be emperor K Several other perfons of this ancient 
arid illuftrious family were at the fame time facrificed to thejea- 
loufy of Mcffalina, and the fears of Claudius m . Upon the 
death of Pompcius, the emperor married his daughter /Intonia 
to Cornelius Sylla Fauflus n , brother to Meffalina, if Zonaras 
is to be credited °, who had a fon by her, upon whofe birth Clau- 
dius would not fuffer any public demonftrations of joy. Many 
knights and fenators of rank were after the death of Pompcius 
accufed of confpiring againft the prince, fome of whom Clau- 

1 Suet. c. 16. k SuET.c 29. D10. p. 679. Senec.IucL 
in Claud. 1 Senec. ibid. Ul Idem ibid. * Suet. c. 2;. 
" Zon ar. p. 184. 
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dtus pardoned, that is, fuch as he did not fear; but Valeria 
slfiaticus (G) was proiccuted without mercy for no other crime, 
but becaufc lie poflcHed, and Iiad embelliflied with extraordinary 
magnificence, the fine gardens of Liwullus^ which Mejfalina 
coveted. He was charged with a dciign of withdrawing into 
Gau!*, to flir up his countrymen to a revolt; for he was a native 
of V'tenne in that province, and fupported there by numerous 
and powerful families, all his own relations. He was accufed by 
So/thins, preceptor to Britannicus (H), who eafily prevailed upon 
the weak and timorous prince to (ecu re his life and empire, by 
the destruction of his pretended enemy and rival. Crt/pinus, 
commander of the praetorian guards, was immediately difpatched 
with a body of foldiers to feize him at Bni:c\ which he did ac- 
£&s tryal. cordingly, and hurried him to Rome in chains. He was tried, 

rnot in the fenate, but in the emperor's chamber, in the prefence 

(C VtiLrius djititi us was a native of J'lci:nc in Gattf, and very 
powerful in that province on account of his wealth and numerous 
dependents He had been one of Canals molt intimate friends j but 

that prince having fir It debauched his wife, and afterwards bragged 
of it in a public allembly in his prefence, the brave Gaul, who had 
too much ipiritto put up fuch an affront, reiulvcd to be revenged on 
the ourrageous tyrant; and accordingly with great readinefs entered 
into the confpiracy, nay, became, according to Tacitus, the princi- 
pal director in the plot; though hehad no ihare, as weare told, by 
'Johphus and Dion Cajjius, in the execution of it. When the fenate, 
after the aiLifmation, were for punilhing the confpirator?, VaLriui 
riling up, commended the action, owned himfelf privy to it, and 
publicly wilhed he had had the glory of difparching the tyrant with 
his own ha:;d. The fenators, animated by his firmnefs and rcfolu- 
tion, rook courage; granted impunhy to the conipirators, and were 
even for decreeing them rewards (32). VuLrius had been conful, 
the year before, the fecond time, having been once honoured with 
that dignity in the preceding reign. 

(II) This i.-> probably the 5 .;;•///.% whofe writings are quoted by 
yfrnobius, Cloium of AUxandtia, and Sui.iis. lie was in ll rue ted 
by M ffahna to warn CLiuMus under the mailt of y.eal, that great 
wealth in the hands of private men proved always dangerous to 
princes; thac VaUrim was, on account of his immcnlc riches and 
powerful alliances in G.tuJ, capable of diTputin^ the empire with 
him; that he was not only highly clleemcd by his countrymen the 

but in mighty favour with the Roman people; thatit was al- 
ready a prevailing rumour through all the province?, that he de- 
fined to put himfelf at the head of the armies, cjV. (33). Thcfc 
jnalicious and groundlefs infinuaiions were fuflicient to put the timo- 
rous Cluu hus upon the moll cruel and bloody precautions. 



(-,z) Tacit, annul. /. xi. c, 1 D.'s. I. U.K. /. 663 



(33) Tacit- 
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of Meflaihi.L However, he pleaded his caufe with fuch eld-' 
quence and cnergv, that he forced tears both from Claudius and 
Afejfalina herlelf. But the cmprefs, fearing pity and tendernefs 
fhould get the better of her other paflions, left the room, and 
in going out, whifpered L. Vitellius in the ear not to let the ac- 
eufed efeape p . As Valerius declared that he had never before 
fcen any of the witnefles, who were produced againithim, So- 
fibius at lafl: brought in one, who, he faid, was well acquainted 
"with him. He had beforehand informed his evidence, that Va- 
lerius was bald ; and therefore upon his entering the room he de- 
ft red him in the firfr, place to tell them which was Valerius Afi- 
atieus : I have been long acquainted with him? and that is he, laid 
the witnefs, pointing at another bald perfon, who happened to be 
prefent. This convinced Claudius thait Afiaticus was free from all 
guilt; but while he was deliberatingabout clearing him, the treach- 
erous Vitcllius, throwing himfelf at his feet, and putting him in 
mind of the good fer vices of AJiatic us to the commonwealth, of 
his attachment to Antonia, the prince's mother, of his gallant be- 
haviour in the late Britijl) expedition, &e. begged him in the 
end with many tears to difplay his mercy, by granting to fo wor- 
thy and deferving a citizen the free choice of his own death- He is conS 
Claudius? without further confideration, complied with his re- demned ly 
quell ; which was in effect condemning Afiaticus * who there- the trca- 
upon opened his veins and bled to death *i (I). Mejfalina y not chery °f 
fatisfled with the ruin of Afiaticus? fuborncd perfons, who urged Vitellius 

p Tacit, ibid. 1 Idem, c. 2, 3. 

(T) He behaved with great firmnefs and intrepidity both at hh 
trial and after his condemnation; befides the charge of treafon, he 
was accuied of winking at the liccntioufnefs of theibldiery, of ne- 
glecting military difcipline, of carrying on an adulterous amour 
with Popp.ta, the mother of that Popped, who became lb infamous 
in the reign of Nero, and laitly with furrendering his perfon, like 
an harlot, to unnatural lull. This lall article Aft atieus could not 
brook; but interrupting the accufer, by name Suitius, a perfon, it 
feems, of fame rank, AJk thy oivnfom, Suilius, faid he, they iti/i 
tutis/v thee that I tim a man. After his condemnation, he continued 
his ufual exercifes, walking, bathing, and even fupping chcarfully, 
telling his friends, that it would have been more to his credit to have 
fallen by the craft of 'Tiberius, or the fury of Claudius, than thus to 
pcrifhby the dark devices of a woman, and the treachery of fuch 4 
a bale and proilitute fycophant as / ittiltus. After fupper he viewed 
hi* funeral pile, and ordered it to be removed to another place, left- 
the licat and fmoke Ihould hurt his trees, and left en their cool lhade : 
Arter this he opened his veins without bctraving the leait concern, 
and bled to death ,3.) \ 

Popptca? 
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Poppeza^ with whom he was fuppofed to carry on a criminal 
conversion, to lay violent hands on herfelf, to avoid the dif- 
grace of a fliameful irnprifonment, with which they threatened 
her. The emperor was fo utterly unapprifed of her unhappy 
end, that her hulband Sctpio being a few days after at table with 
him, he afked him why he came without his wife ? Scipio an- 
fwercd, that {he was dead ; but dared not mention the particulars 
of her death r . Afterwards two il luflrious Roman knights, fur- 
named Petrcc, were accufed and condemned, becaufe one of 
them had had a dream, which was fuppofed to portend feme 
misfortune, either to Claudius or the empire (K). 

As the pleaders at this time exacted exorbitant fees from their 
clients, and often of both parties, a complaint of this grievance 
being begun by Caius Silius 9 conful elect, the whole fenate 
concurred, and demanded, that the Cincian law might be re- 
vived, injoining that no man fhould, for pleading a caufe, ac- 
cept of any gift or payment. The demand of the fenate was 
with great vehemence promoted by Silius, and with equal ar- 
dor oppofed by the pleaders (L). Claudius favoured the latter, 

and 

r Idem ibid. 

(K) Some writers fay, that he faw Claudius in a dream crowned 

with a garland of the ears of corn, their beards downwards, which 

was interpreted to foretel a public famine: others have wrote, that 

the chaplethc faw was of vine-branches and white leaves, which he 

conflrued to portend the death of the prince at the clofe of autumn. 

But whatever he dreamt, both he and his brother were facrificed, 

partly for a dream, and partly for accommodating, as was pretended, 

Afiaticus and Popp^a with the ufe of their houfe for their private 
affignations. 

(L) Silius urged the examples of the ancient orators who had re- 
quired no other reward for pleading, but prefent applaufe and the 
praifesof poltcrity. By allowing orators to take fees, we put them 
upon the level with mechanics, faid he, and debafe eloquence, of all 
accomplifhments the moft glorious and honourable, to fordid lucre: 
betides, if eloquence once becomes venal, orators will, upon rhe 
profpect of greater gain, be tempted to betray thofe whom they have 
undertaken to c)efend ; they will promote enmities, accufations, mu- 
tual harred, quarrels, csV, as a fure means of enriching themfelvcr. 
if no man finds his advantage in defending fuits, there will be few 
fuits to defend: as difcafes arc the market of phyficians, fo will oar 
quarrels and animofuies prove the revenue of the pleaders, who will 
therefore take care to inflame us againlleach other, and keep us al- 
ways at variance. They might remember Cains Afenius, A/. Mtf* 
fafa t and more lately s-fmwtiu< 9 and E/f minus, who were rai fed to 
the highell dignities of the Hate by an unblemi{hed life and an elo- 
quence never cxpofed to fale. Thus fpoke Si/.'us. In anfwer to him, 

the pleaders owned, that lame was indeed the greateft reward a man 

could 
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and therefore the fenate, inftead of fubje&ing them, as they 
defigned, to the penalties of the law againft extortion, if they 
took any fee at all, or even prefent for, pleading, contented 
themfelves with fettling their fees, which were not to exceed 
two hundred and fifty crowns, and declaring thofe who were 
not fatisfied with that fum, guilty of extortion r . The fame 
year the Cberujci, who inhabited the prefent dutchy of Brunf- 
wicky hadrecourfe to Claudius fox a king, who fen t them Ita- 
Jicus, fon to Tilavius the brother of the famous Arminius. 
It aliens was born at Rome, and brought up there after the Ra- 
man manner ; which induced the Cherufci, though they re- 
ceived him at flrft with great joy to take arms againft him, and 
jdrive him from the throne. He was afterwards reftored by the 
Longobards, and, being fupported by them, oppreflfed in a 
moft tyrannical manner the Chcrufcan ftate. At the fame Wars in 
time, Sanguinius, governor of Lower Germany, being dead, Germany* 
the Chauci made incurftons into that province ; but Cn. Domi- 
tins Corbulo, the greateft commander of his age, who was fent 
tofucceed Sanguinius, obliged them to retire, purfued them in- 
ro their own country, and would have forced them to fubmit 
to the Roman yoke, had not Claudius, who feared Corbuh 
more than he did the Germans^ put aftop to his conquefts, and 



could wifh for, but uncertain, and therefore not to be depended up* 
on ; that the practice of pleading was intended for the good of 
mankind, war a common refuge for all men, and prevented the 
powerful and mighty from opprefling thofe who were not by them- 
felves in a condition to withltand them ; neither was eloquence ac- 
quired without pains and expence; fince they, who profeffed it, 
neglected their domeflic concerns to apply themfelves to the bufmefs 
of others. Many followed the profeflion of war, many that of huft 
bandry, and by both profefllons a livelihood was acquired) n^y, no- 
thing was purfued by any man, but with a view to the advantages 
St produced. As for JJinius, Mcjala, &c. they were either inrich- 
ed by the civil wars, or heirs of wealthy houfes j and therefore 
might well be above gain, and plead only for glory ; but equally 
obvious were the examples of P. CJodius and Caius Curio , who never 
pleaded but for extravagant fees ; for themfelves, as the ftudy of 
cloguence had proved vciy chargeable to them, they thought it but 
reasonable that they mould xcap fomc advantage from it. Thefe 
confiderations appearing of no fmall force to Claudius , the revival 
of the Chtfian law was dropt (35). This law was enacted by M. 
Cincius, tribune of the people, in the year of Rome 54.9, and revived 
by Au<ruftHSi who caufed it to be confirmed by a decree of the fe- 



r Idem, c. 5 %. 



nate (3ft). 



{$ 0 Tacit, ibid* c. 7. 



(36) Die. /. liv. 
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ordered him to lead back all the Roman forces over the Rhine\ 
Corbulo obeyed without uttering more than that happy weri the 
Roman commanders in former times.. As he had taken great 
pains to reftore the antient difcipline amongft the legions- 
whom he found utter ftrangers to military toils, that they 
might not relapfc into a habit of idlene(s, he employed then" 
in digging a canal three- and -twenty miles long between the, 
Meufe and the Rhine* to receive the high tides, and prevent in- 
undations *. A modern writer takes this to be the canal known 
at prefent by the name of Fliet, which extends from Sluys 
the Meufe to Leyden on the Rhine t . The emperor granted t" 
Corbulo triumphal ornaments, though he would not allow hi 
to profecute the war. He was fucceeded by Curtius RufusV 
who, though of a mean extraction, arrived at the confular d" 
nity, commanded armies, and died proconful of Africa u (IV 
Towards the end of the year, Aulus Plautius, returning from 
Br tain, ' was received by Claudius with great marks of diftinc; 
tion, and honoured with an ovation, the emperor himfelf at- 
tending him in that ceremony, and yielding to him the moft 
honourable place w . P. OJlorius Scapula fucceeded Plautim 
in the government of Britain* of whom we fhall have occafiori 
to fpeak hereafter. About this time, a Roman knight, by name 

s Idem, c. 19, 20. * BucH.de Belg. 1. iv. c. 11. "Tacit. 

c. 20. w Suet. c. 24, Dio. p. 685. 

1. 

(M) He was, according to fome writers, the fon of a gladiator. 
When he grew to a man, he attended a Roman quseftor into Jfrica, 
where while he was walking at Adrumetum % in the middle of the 
day, under a porch, a woman above human fize appeared before 
him, and accorted him with thefe words ; Thou Rufus, fhalt one daj t 
govern this province uoith proconfular power. '' Animated with hopes, 
from this prefage, he returned to Rome, where, by the liberality 
of his friends and his own qualifications, he gained the quaftorfhip, 
jand afterwards Handing for the office of praetor in competition witK 
fevera! perfons of great diftinclion,|carried it by the intereil of Tiberius) 
who gave him this encomium ; To me Curtius Rufus feems to be dt~ 
funded front himfelf. He was, fays Tacitus, a fervile flatterer, of 
thofc above him, but arrogant to his inferiors : he lived to a greaj 
age, arrived at the confulate, obtained triumphal ornaments, was 
in the end proconful of Africa, and dying there, fulfilled the pre^ 
fage. This, according to fome authors, is the £>uintus Curtius) 
whofe hiftory of the exploits of Alexander the Great has reached usi 
Vofjius indeed is of opinion, that this hiftory was wrote in the reign 
of l'efpafian y and not of Claudius ; but the arguments with which hi 
fupports his opinion, are of no force (37). 



(37) V&hifl* Lat. /. i,c. 28, 
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Cncius Novius, was difcovered armed with a dagger, among 
thofe who were paying their courf. to the prince. When put 
to the rack, he confefled his defigri of murdering the emperor 5 
but, though cruelly tortured, would never difcover his accom- 
plices, nor even the motives, which had put him upon that 
attempt *. 

The following year, Aulus Vit emus', who was afterwards 

emperor, and Lucius Vipfanius Poplicola being confuls, Clau- 
dius in quality of cenfor created feveral new patrician families, 
moft of thofe which had been raifed to that dignity by Romulus, 
L. Brutus, Julius Ctsfar, and Augitftus, being extincl:. He Gauls ad- 
like wife fupplied the vacancies in the fenate, introducing into mittedinta 
that body fome Mduans, that is, natives of Autun in Gaul, and the faiatt. 
promoting a decree of the fenate, qualifying fuch of the Gaulifly 
nobility as were Roman citizens to be admitted to the fenatorial 
dignity. Such fenators as were of infamous characters he de- 
graded ; but proceeded therein with great tendernefs, advifing 
them to refign their dignity, that their voluntary abdication: 
might fdften and hide the infamy of their expulfion: Forthcfe 
regulations, the conful Vipfanius propofed, that Claudius fliould 
be ftyled Thd father of the fenate ; but he rhodeftly declined 
that title. He then numbered the citizens, who in that furvey 
amounted to fix millions nine hundred thoufand r. . This year, 
Claudius was at length acquainted with the diforders of his wife 
Mejfalina. She was the daughter of Valerius Mcjfala Barba- 
tus, the emperor's coufin, arid of Domitia Lepida, the grand- 
daughter of M. Antfiny and Oclavia, Augujlus y s fitter ; fo that 
fhe Was Atiguflus's great niece, as Claudius was his great ne- 
phew z . We have related feveral iriftances of her cruelty, 
which, however great, fell fhort of her rrionftrous lewdnels. 
Her chief favourite was Cains Silius, the moft comely young 
man in Ronie, with whofe graceful perfon {he was fo enchanted, 
that (he obliged him to divorce his wife Silana, that flie might 
ingrofs him wholly to herfelf. Silius was not unapprifed of the 
blacknefs of his crime, and the doom which threatened him ; 
but to withftand Mejfalina was prcfent dcftru&ion. He there- 
fore complied with her vicious inclination 5 and the empreft, 
far from purfuing her amours privately and by ftealth, openly 
frequented his houfe with a numerous train, accompanied him 
inceffantly abroad, loaded him with wealth and honours, 
After fome time, Silius, apprehenfive of the dangers that hung 
over him, and judging they were only to be averted by dangerous 
remedies, told the emprefs, without difguife, that they were 

% 

x Tacit, c. 23. * Idem, c. zc. * Senbc. hid. in 
Claud p. .178. * 
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gone too far to wait for the prince's death ; that defperate at- 
tempts were the onty fecurity in glaring guilt ; that he had ac- 
complices at hand, and was ready to marry her, and adopt 
Meflalina Britannicus. This propofel, bold beyond all example and 
•pcnlymar- a^oft a n belief, l ltlejfalina applauded, and a few days after, 
vies SiLus. jjjg em p Cror being gone to Ojlia to affift at a {acrifice, flie 

married Si I! us with all the ufual folemnities in the face of the 
fenate, of the equeftrian order* of the whole people and fol- 
diery. Tacitus, Suetonius , and Dion CaJJius, who relate this 
memorable incident, being well apprifed how fabulous it would 
appear, that the emperor's wife fhould in his life- time dare to 
efpoufe another hufband in form, and celebrate with him in the 
lace of the city the nuptial feafts, declare, that how wonderful 
foever and incredible it may feem, they frame no fi&ion ; but 
only recount what is unqueftionably true, and what they had 
learnt from, the living or written teftimony of their fathers. Sue* 
tonius tells us, that MeJJalina induced Claudius himfelf to fign 
the marriage-contraft, as if it were only diflembled to avert the 
calamities which certain prodigies portended to hang over his 
head*. Horror feized the prince's family, efpecially thofe who 
bore the;chief fway in it. It was no riddle whither fuch a mar- 
riage tended, and they dreaded "nothing fo much as a revolution, 
which would put an end to their power. On the other hand, 
'when they recollected the ftupidity of Claudius , his blind at- 
tachment to his wife, and the many eminent perfons facrificed 
to her fury, their own apprehenfions deterred them from ac- 
quainting him with his public ignominy. Xlaliftus and Pallas, 
the reigning favourites, were ftill for diflembling the empress 
enormities, and frightening her by fecret menaces from keeping 
company with her adulterer. Narcijfus thought the emperor 
fhould by fome means or other be immediately acquainted with 
the monftrous conduit of his wife ; and perfifting in his opinion, 
he prevailed by gifts and promifcs upon Calpurnia and Cleopa- 
tra, two courtefans in high favour with Claudius, to undertake 
the difcovery; which they did the more willingly, as by the fall 
of Mejfalina they apprehended, that their own authority would 
ic thoroughly eftabjifhed. Calpurnia, therefore, while the 
emperor was ftill at Ojlia, up6n the firft occafion of her being 
with him in private, falling at* his feet, cried out, Meflalina 
£ cs married Silius ; and at the fame time aiked Cleopatra, 
who ptirpofely attended to atteft it, whether fhe had not 
found it to be true f Cleopatra confirming it, Claudius* 
{truck with amazement, ordered Narctjits to be called, 
who, begging pardon for having concealed from him the diC' 
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orders of his wife, told him, that he was in a ftateof* divorce; 
that it was what all men knew; that the nuptials had been cele- 
brated in the face of the city, and that Mejfalina** new huf- 
band, if he made not difpatch, would be fbvereign of Rome. 
He then fent for his moll trufty friends, particularly for Tur- 
rannltts* who was charged with the care of providing the city 
with corn, and next for Lufius Geta 9 commander of the praeto- 
rian guards, and inquired of them. As they avouched it, all 
who were about Claudius, iniifted -upon his proceeding without 
delay to the camp, and, by fecuring the praetorian cohorts, 
confuit his prefervation before his revenge. Claudius was fa 
confounded and difmayed, that he often afked whether he was 
ft ill emperor? whether Stilus wis yet a private man? In the 
mean time, Mejfalina was indulging herfelf without the leaft 
apprehenfion in all manner of diverhons, not imagining, that 
any one would dare tp difclofe her diforders to the emperor, 
over whom flie had fo mighty a fway. As it was then the Their Jeat* 
middle of autumn, flie exhibited in her houfe a reprefentation r ity. 
of the vintage, in which her new hufband Stilus perfonated 
Bacchus •, being attended by a choir of mock-priefts and prieft- 
effes, among whom was Mejfalina herfelf with 3 thyrfus in 
her hand, and her hair loofe and flowing. But in the midft of 
their jollity and revels, meflengers unexpe<aedly arrived with 
tidings, that Claudius was apprifed of all, and approached bent 
upon fudden vengeance. Hereupon the company immediately 
difperfed in the utmoft confirmation ; Mejfalina betook herfelf 
to the gardens of Lucullus ; and Sillus 9 who was then praetor 
and conful ele£t, to diffemble his fear, refumed the offices of 
the forum. Mejfalina y finding no other refource, refolved to 
quit her retirement, and boldly to meet her hufband, not 
doubting but flie fliould be able to avert the ftorm, if fhe only 
obtained to be heard. But in the firft place, fhe ordered her §/ je €tJl { ea ^ 
fon Britannicus and her daughter OSfavia, to go forth, and vours to 
embracing their father, to implore his mercy for his injured appcaic 
wife : fhe befought Vihidla* the oldeft veftal, of whom Clau- Claudius. 
dius entertained a high opinion, to do the fame. She herfelf 
pafled through the city on foot, attended only by three perfons, 
no one fhewing the leaft compaffion for her in her difgracc. 
When fhe was without the walls, not being able to purfuc her 
journey on foot, arid finding no other convenience, fhe was 
glad to be taken up by a gardener in his dung-cart, in which, 
quite for fa ken by all her train, flie took the road to Oftia. 
' he emperor was not yet recovered from his fright, but was 
lull nice flan tly afking, whether Stilus was yet acknowledged 
emperor: he likcwifc betrayed no (mall diftruft of Get a, com- 
mander of his guards, oi which Narcljfus, who cntcrroinci 
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the fame diftruft, being apprifed, he fuggefted to the emperor, 
that there was no other expedient to preferve him, tnan the 
transferring of the command of his guards upon one of his 
freedmen for that day only, and offered to undertake it hinifelf. 
Claudius came readily into his propofal, and NarciJJus, now 
commander of the praetorian cohorts, took his place as fuch in 
the emperor's coach, in order to prevent L. Vitellius and A 
Largus Carina, who were in the fame coach, from interceding 
in favour of Mejfalina. Upon the road, Claudius fometiiiics 
broke out into bitter inveftives againft Mejfalina ; at other 
times (hewed companion for her and their common children, 
Vitellius uttered nothing, but, O heinous ! Oh the iniquity J 
which words might be interpreted equally againft Mejfalina and 
her accufers. NarciJJus urged him to fpeak plain ; but gaitied 
nothing: Vitellius ftill anfwered indireftly, and in terms that 
might be differently conftrued ; and his example was followed by 
Largus Carina. As they drew near the city, Mejfalina un- 
expectedly appeared in the road, crying aloud with many tears 
to Claudius, that he would hear the mother of Oclavia arid 
Britannicus. NarciJJus no fooner faw her, than, to drqwh 
her cries, he began to exclaim and ftorm with great noife aj_ 
the impudent and bold conduct of Silius, and the abominations 
of Mejfalina. At the fame time, to divert the prince from 
feeing her, he delivered to him a writing, containing a detail of 
her proftitutions. As the emperor was entering Rome, fom'e 
attempted to prefent to him his children by her ; but Narciffus 
ordered them to be conveyed away : he • could not, however, 
remove Vibidia, who infilled with great vehemence, that the 
emperor's wife might not be condemned without being heard; 
fo that Naj'cijfus was obliged to allure her, that Mejfalina 
fhould be heard, and fhould have full opportunity of clearing 
herfelf. He then advifed the veftal to withdraw, and attend 
the facred functions of her office. As for Claudius, he kept 
the whole time a wonderful filence, and Vitellius pretended to 
be amazed j fo that NarciJJus controlled all things. By his 
command the houfe of the adulterer was opened, and the em- 

Seror carried thither. As he entered the porch, Nareijfut 
lewed him the ftatue of Silius the father Handing there, the-' 
the fenate had by a decree ordered it to be broken j for he had 
been arraigned under Tiberius of treafon, as we have related in 
his reign : in the houfe he Ihcwed him the rich furniture of the 
imperial palace, the monuments of his wife's proftitution and 
his own difgrace. Having thus worked him up to threats and 
furv, he led him without delay to the camp, where by Nar* 
iijfus*s direction he made a fhort fpecch to the foldicry, who 

with a general elamour demanded that the criminals might be 

immediately 
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immediately executed. Hereupon Silius and feveral others, 
whom Narcijfus had caufed to be arretted, were brought before 
the imperial tribunal ; and, being convicted as accomplices of 
Meffalina's proftitutjons, were all dragged to execution. Si- Silius and 
lius, without offering any thing in his defence, only begged brother 
they would difpatch him foon. JMnefter, the player, who had adultarm 
been like wife one of Mejfalina* s gallants, created fome hefita- ex€CUte ^ 
tion. He tore off his garments, and defired the emperor to 
behold the marks of the ftripes he had endured, before he could 
be brought to comply with Mejfalina 9 s impure folicitations ; he 
reminded him at the fame time of his own commands, obliging 
him to gratify Mejfalina without referve (N), adding, that 
jDtbers had been tempted to offend by great prefents, or mighty 
proinifes; but his offence was owing only to compulfion. 
Tbefe confiderations biaffed Claudius to mercy % but his freed- 
men difluading him from faving a player after fo many Hluftrious 
facrifices, Mnefter was condemned and executed with Traulus 
Montanus* a young knight of extraordinary modefty and comer, 
linefs, whom Mejfalina had forced to pais only one night with 
her, and afterwards caft off, her paffion being, as Tacitus ob- 
feryes, with equal wantonnefs inflamed and forfeited a . 



4 Tacit, c. 39 — 36. Djo. p. 674. Suet. c. 29. Sbnec. 

lad. in Claud. 

* 

(N) Mejfalina finding (he could neither by threats nor promifes 
ioduce Mnefter to comply with her impure folicitations, had at length 
reconrfe to ftripes, and caufed him to be inhumanly (courged ; but 
to no effecl:, Mnefter dreading to incur the difpieafure of the empe- 
ror, which, he apprehended, would fooner or later prove fatal to 
Mm, if he granted Mejfalina her requeft; for her abominations 
were now fo public, that he imagined Claudius could not be much 
longer unapprifed of them. Hereupon the lewd proftitute, bent 
upon fatisfying at all events the paflion me had conceived for the 
player j What if the emperor himfelf, faid fhe, Jhould command you to 
gratify me in what I require ? I jbould, without heft at ion > replied 
Mnefter , obey the emperors command. Mejfalina flew to the empe- 
ror, and complained to him of the player, who, fhe faid, had un- 
mannerly refufed her a fmaJl favour. Claudius immediately fent for 
Mnefter, reprimanded him with great feverity, and commanded him 
to gratify his wife without referve. He obeyed, and now alledgcs 
this command as a powerful motive to induce Claudius to grant him 
his life (38). But Narcijfus 'urging, that his crime was of fuch 
enormous malignity, that it availed not how he had committed it, 
he was executed upon the fpot. 

(383 Dh. /. be. 

When 



xo4 tfbe Roman Hijjtory '. Book III; 

Claudius When thcfc executions were over, Claudius returned to the 
Jtcms to palace, where he palled the bcft part of the night in feafting and 
relent. revelling with his freedmen. Being warm with wine, for he 

ufually drank very plentifully, he ordered one of his attendants 
to go and acquaint the unhappy wo?nan 9 for thefe terms he is 
faid to have ufed , that (he fhould attend the next day and plead 
her caufe- She was then in the gardens of Liecullus? whither 
fhe had retired, finding fhe could have no accefs to Claudius^ 
and was there bufy in compofing a memorial, which fhe de- 
figned to prefent to the prince, not without hopes of moving 
Narciflus him to companion. But Narci/Jits^ alarmed at the menage he 
kajlens bi r fent her, and obferving that his refentment vifibly abated, and 
execution, his ufual affection began to return, ran haftily forth, and direct- 
ed the tribunes and centurions then upon duty to difpar,ch Mef- 
falina, for fuch was the emperor's exprefs command. With 
them he fent one Evodus a freedman, in whom he could con- 
fide, charging him to fee his orders ftri&ly fulfilled ; for he ap- 
prehended, and indeed not without reafon, fince Claudius be? 
gan to relent, that the doom which he had prepared for Mejfa* 
/truiy would, if fhe Lved to the next day, rebound upon his 
own head. .Evodus flew in a moment to the gardens, where he 
found her lying upon the ground, and her mother Lcpida fitting 
by her. He immediately acquainted her with her doom, and 
at the fame time abufed her with all the brutal invefrives of a 
flave. Her mother encouraged her not to wait the blow of the 
executioner ; but, fince fhe could not prolong her life, to die 
with renown. Hereupon, laying hold of a dagger, fhe aimed, 
with a trembling hand, flrft at her throat, and then at her 
brcaft ; but had not courage and refolution enough for fuch an, 
attempt. The tribune therefore who ftood before her, with-* 
out cvuv opening his mouth, obferving her timidity and irre- 

Her death ^ ut ' on » delivered her from her anxiety and fears, by running 

her through with his fword. Thus juft vengeance overtook her 
at laflr, in the very gardens for which fhe had facrificed, as. we 
have related above, the brave Valerius Jfiaticus, She was of 
all women recorded in hiftory, if not the moft lewd, the moft 
€ TJ?ffl u J tm amazingly bold in the puifuit of her lewdnefs b . Claudius wai 

ltillat table, when word was brought him, that Meffalina was 
dead j but without any particulars, whether fhe had fufTered by 
her own, or by the executioner's hand. Neither did he make 
any inquiries, but, calling for a bowl of wine* continued the 
banquet with his ufual gaiety, without betraying either then, or 
in the following days, any fymptoms of hatred, joy, anger, for- 
iow, or any other human paflion or nfFc£tion, thu' lie beheld 

► Tacit, c 37. 
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the enemies of his wife triumphing over her death, and his chil- 
dren bewailing with many tears the violent end of their mo- 
ther c . Nay, Suetonius allures us, that as he was a few days 
after fupping with fume of his friends, he afkcd, why his wife 
Meffalina came not to fupper? Many other inftances of the like 
almoft incredible forgetfuLnefs, or rather ftupidity, are related 
by the fame writer and by Dion CaJJius d . 
' Upon the death of Meffalina ? Claudius publicly declared, 
that fince he had been fo unfortunate in his marriages, he would 
live a fingle life for the future; nay, he gave every Roman 
leave to put him to death , if he continued not in that refolution. 
But, notwithfranding thcfe protections, he foon changed his Claudius 
mind, and, not remembering what he had faid, declared his declares 
intention of marrying. Hereupon great ftrife and emulation his intent 
arofe among the imperial freedmen, which of them mould tion t0 
chufe a wife for one, who had been ever governed by his wives, mar *y 
CalUJlus propofed to him Lollia Paulina^ daughter to M. Lol- a Z atn * 
///«, a confular. Pallas recommended Julia Jlgrippina^ the 
daughter of Germanicus ; and Narciffus employed all his inte- - 
reft in behalf of Mlia Petina^ whom he had divorced before 
upon a flight and trivial occafion. Claudius himfelf was now 
bent upon one, then upon another, and always led by his laft 
advifer. Being thus undetermined and perplexed, he at length 
ailed together his counfeilors, ordering them to declare and de- 
fend in his prefence their different opinions (O). Claudius u4nd pre- 
heard them all with great attention ; but was moft affifled with his 

niece 

c Idemibid. d Suet. ibid. Dio. p. 674. Agrippina 

to all 

( O ) Narcijfus alledged in favour of JEUa Pet in a the emperor's oi ^ ers * 
former marriage with her, and their common daughter, for by her 
he had Antonia\ and that by recalling one who had already been his 
wife; he would introduce no innovation into his family, but a wife, 
who would not exercife the hatred of a ftcp mother towards Bri- 
tanniats and Ottawa* fince they were fo nearly allied to her own 
children. Calliftus urged, that to recall her after fo long a divorce 
and diflilce, would be the very means to heighten her indignation 
and pride; that Lollia was a much more eligible match, for having 
noiifue of her own, fhe was void of every motive of emulation to 
iiis, and confequcntly would ufe her ftcp-children with the tendernefs 
pf a real mother. Pallas recommended Agripfina from the follow- 
ing confederations ; that with her (lie would bring the grand fon of 
G< rmanicut* and was herfelf worthy of imperial fortune, noble in 
herdefcent, of tried fruitfulnefs, and in the prime of her age; that 

this match would be prevented her carrying into another ho ufe 
"ve illuitrious blood of the Car/an (39). 
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the arguments of Pallas? inforced by the cardies and allure- 
ments of Jgrippina? who, under colour of confanguinity, was 
afliduous in her vifits to her uncle. This princefs, fo famous in 
hiftory for her ambition and misfortunes, was the daughter of 
Germanicus and Agrippina the elder, whofe courage and chaftity 
we have o c tcn had occufion to celebrate. Tiberius married her, 
in tiie fourteenth year of his reign, to C?i. Domitius Ahcnobar- 
lus, by whom (he had a fori named L. Domitius Abenobarbu$ y 
who fucceeded Claudius? and is known by the name of Nero, 
Upon the death of her hufband, fhe abandoned herfelf to all 
manner of lewdncfs, and was on that fcore banimed by her 
brother, Caligula. Claudius recalled her, when fhe married 
to her fecond hufband Crifpus PaJJienus? one of an illuftrious 
family, andfoon after murdered him, to enjoy the rich inheritance 
to which he had named her in his will. She was in high favour 
with Claudius? even in Meffalina** time; and therefore would 
have been facrificed, as well as her filler "Julia? to her jealoufy, 
had not the emprefs been diverted from it by other purfuits e , 
Claudius no fooner mewed himfelf inclined to marry his niece, 
but fhe began, as if already married, to exercife the power and 
authority of a wife. Her firft purpofe was, to concert a match 
between her fon Domitius and Oclavia? the emperor's daugh- 
ter ; but Oolavia had fome time fince been by her father be- 
trothed to Lucius Silanus? a youth of great quality, andnolefs 
beloved than efteemed by Claudius. However, as the weak 
prince had no judgment, nor choice, nor aver fion or affection, 
but fuch as were infpired by others, Vitcllius? forefeeing into 
whofe hands the fovereignty was haftening, in order to purchafe 
the favour of Agrippina? began to devife crimes againfl Silanus. 
That young nobleman had a fitter, by name Junta Silana? a 
lady of extraordinary beauty, and no lefs gaiety; and hence A7- 
tell i us i then cenfor, took the accufation, wrefting to a charge 
of incefl the mutual afFc&ion of brother and fitter; an affection 
no-wavs inceftuous, but fomewhat too free and unguarded; for 
while JTW//V? was by others ftyled Venus on account of her beauty, 
Silanus chofe, we know not why, to call her Juno? who was 
both lifter and wife to Jupiter. This the infamous fycophant 
['iii-H'ms laid hold of; and having fiift prejudiced the undif- 
cei ning emperor againfl: the innocent youth, quite unapprifed 
of any plots againft him, he foon after, in quality of cenfor, 
degraded him from the rank of a fenator, tho' the fenate had 
bewi already reviewed, and the number of fen a tors fixed a good 
while before; nay, he obliged him by an cdidt to renounce his 
pranun'hip, though it was of courfe to expire the next day, con- 

c Suet, in Ncr. c. 6, 7. Tacit, c. 12, 1 3. 

ferring 
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ferring it for that day upon Eprius Marccllus. Silanus being 
thus marked with infamy, Claudius broke off the match be- 
tween him and O&avia f . 

The next confuls were C. Pompeius Longinus G alius and 
Veranius Nepos. Tho' Claudius and Agrippina lived publicly 
together, yet they durft not celebrate their nuptials, there bung 
no inftance among the Ro?nans of a marriage between an uncle 
and a niece; but that fcruple was removed by Vitcllius, who 
having firft prevailed, without much trouble, upon Claudius to 
promife, that he would fubmit to the authority of the fenate and 
the unanimous voice of the people, eafily perfuaded both orders The fenate 
to approve of the marriage; nay, fome of the fenators declared, and ptcpU 
that, if the emperor delayed longer, they would compel him. '-PP 1 ' 0 *'? °f 
Claudius then yielded; but neverthelefs did not celebrate the ^"^u^ 
nuptials, till the fenate palled a decree, declaring for ever Jaw- ™"f/f' a ^* 
ful marriages between uncles and their brothers daughters. But Aerip- 
notivithfranding this general law, no one followed the example pi^a^ 

of Claudius, except one Roman knight, by name7?/ftf Allcdius 

Sever us, and he only, as was believed, to court the favour of 
Agrippina. This law was afterwards revoked by the ernperor 
Nerva 9 as was that legitimating the inter-marriage of coufin- 
germans, long unknown to the Romans, by Theodojius the Great. 
The day after the decree of the fenate was publifhcd, Claudius 
celebrated his nuptials with the ufual folemnity : and on the fame 
day Silanus flew himfelf, whether by choice or conftraint, is 
uncertain. His fifter Junta was baniflied Italy ; and to her 
fentence Claudius added an order to the pontiffs, injoining them 
to offer expiatory facrifices in the grove of Diana ; a fource of 
mockery to all men, fays Tacitus, that penalties and luftration3 
fliould be appointed for a pretended inceft, while real inceff was 
cftabliflied by law *. From this time the city afTumed a differ- 
ent face, all men tamely obeying a woman, who diJ not,' like 
Mejjalina, render the Roman ftate fubfervient only to her wan- 
ton and lewd amours, but to her infatiable avarice, unbounded 
ambition, and un parallelled cruelty. £fre governed all, and the 
emperor himfelf, without controul ; appeared with him in the 
fenate; placed herfelf by him on the fame tribunal in all public 
ceremonies; gave, together with him, audience to foreign 
princes and embaffadors; and did not even abandon him in the 
cturts of juflice, which to the Romans was a fight altogether 
new h . To fignalize the beginning, we may fay, of her reign, - 
with fome plaufiblc action, flic prevailed upon Claudius, not t>cnCGft 
only to recul from exile, but to honour with the prcetorfliip, 'I'"""*. 

f Tacit, c. 4. Diop.677. Suet. c. 20,. e Idem, c. 8, 
wkcc. Jud in Claud. * Tacit.c, 8. Dio.p. GS7. 
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£. Annavus Seneca a man by all greatly efteemed on account of 
his eloquence and accompliihments. But in this (he had alfo 
her private views, which were the education of her fon Domi- 
tius under fuch a matter, and the ufe of his counfels in the pur* 
fuit of her ambitious defigns ; for fhe did not doubt, but Seneca 
would, out of gratitude, continue faithfully attached to her, and 
maintain, for all his philofophy, an irreconcileable hatred to Clau- 
dius, by whom he had been banifhed k ; and truly his hatred ap- 
pears but too plainly in his writings- Not long after, Agrippin a% 
purfuing her ambitious defigns, gained by vaft promifes Mem- 
mius Pollio, conful ek-a, to move the fen ate, that they would 
unanimoufly befeech Claudius to betroth Otfavia to Domi- 
Oftavia tius. To this, which was a great ftep towards the fove- 
betrotbed r cie;nty, the fenate readily agreed ; and Claudius, not apprifed 
to Dorai- G f "his wife's afpiring views, with the fame readinefs confent- 
* us# ed. Thus was Domains* by the efforts and devices of his 

mother, raifed almoft to an equality with Britannicus. He was 
born on the fifteenth of December in the thirty-feventh year of 
the chriflian a? raj fo that he was in the beginning of this, the 
forty-ninth, entered into the twelfth year of his age 1 . In tb 
next place, Jgrippina, no lefs implacable in her hatred, than 
ambitious in her views, being inraged at Lollia Paulina, for 
having afpired to the emperor's bed, framed crimes againft her, 
and fubomed an accufer, who charged her with consulting the 
magicians and Chaldeans about the match. Claudius, without 
hearing her, reprefentcd her fuppofed. guilt to the fenate, and 
required, that her eftate might be confiscated, and flie baniflied 
Italy m . But Agrippina, not fatisfied with this punifhment, 
lent privately a tribune, with orders to cut ofF her head, and 
bring it to. her. The tribune obeyed; and Agrippina is faid 
?V° /. a to have with her own hands opened the mouth of the deceafed, 
Paulina that frQm her teethj wn i c h had fomething, we know not what, 

*j* ,i very fineular, flic might be well afliired it was her head n (P). 
* taWm . Calpurma % 

" Tacit, ibid. 1 Suet, in Ncr. c. 6. ro Tacit, c. 22. 
* D10. p. 686. 

{?) Lollia Paulina was firft married to Mtmnius Regulus, gover- 
nor of Greece and Maeedon, from whom flie was forced by Caligula^ 
who took her to himfclf. She was grand-daughter to M. Lollius, 
appointed by Auguftus governor to Cuius C*Jar t when he was lent 
into the eaft. Claudius y in reprefenting her pretended guilt to the 
fenate, touched upon her noble defcent, telling the fenator, that by 
her mother (he was niece to Lucius folufiuj; that Co/ta Mcja/hti" 
vas her great-uncle; that fliehcrfclf was once the wife of Memmiui 
Regulus, &c. but of her marriage with Caligula he faid nothing. 
He added, that flic purfucd pernicious defigns, and mult be dwelled 
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Calpurnia, another woman of great diftin&ion, was likcwifj 

doomed to ruin, becaufe the prince had praifcd her beaut v : :»ut 

as this was from no paflion for her perfon, but only in o- 

fional difcourfe, her life was fpured. This year to the m-m.iI- »: 1 

of Narbonne Gaul was granted the fame privilege witi. 1!. f of 

Sicily, of vifiting their eftates there, without afkinsr, u-a\ . of 

the prince. The fame year the countries of hztrcu and /\v - 

</fA7 were, upon the death of their kings, Sohe?nus and >-/g rx//7.' , 

annexed to the government of £yr/ff. About the end of the u oaie fo 

year, Claudius widened the circumference of Rome, inclofmg, J M ^d. 

according to Onupbrius 0 , mount A 'vent ine. We arc told, that 

fuch only as had extended the limits of the empire, were, in 

virtue of an antient infHtution, impowercd to inlarge alfo the 

bounds of the city p. This power Claudius probably claimed, 

in regard of his having conquered part of Britain. As for the 

troubles which happened this year in the kingdoms of Parthia 

and Bofporus, we refer our readers to the account we have 

given of them in our hiftory of thofc countries ( Q_)- 

The following year, C. dntijlius Vetus and Suilius 
Nervilianus being confuls, the freedman Pallas^ who had con- 
ducted the late marriage of Jgrippina, and was now engaged 
in a criminal correfpondence with her, and thence wholly ad- 
dicted to her intereft, perfuaded Claudius to adopt, in preference 
to his own fon, Domitius for his eldeft, becaufe he was three 
years older than Britannicits (R). From this time Domitius 

was 

0 Onuph. in faft. p. 101. p Tacit, c. 23. 

of the means and opportunities of putting them in execution. Upon 
this her immenfe wealth was confifcated, and only about thirty thou- 
fand pounds of our money left her. Tacitus tells us, that the tri- 
bune difpatched by Agrippina had orders to compel her to lay vio- 
lent hands on herfclf (40). 

( QJ Pbligon, of whom wc (halt have occafion to fpeak here- 
after, tells us, that this year, the ninth of Ciuudius's reign, a wo- 
man was delivered at Rome of an ape (41). 

(R) Tacitus tells us, that it was obferved by perfons (killed in an- 
tiquity, that never was any adoption made before this into the patri- 
cian family of the Claudii j which, from Attus CLutftts, called after- 
wards Afpius CJ/tudius, the firft who fettled at Romr, had fubfillcd 
upon its own (lock. Lipfeus is not at all pleafcd with this obferva- 
tion; but urges againft it the adoption of Girma nicu s. However, 
being prompted by his good-nature to excufe the miuakc, he ac-» 
quaints us, that Tiberius , when he adopted Gcrmanicus % was not 
bimfclfof the Claudian , but of the Julian family ; a poor quibble 

{40) Jdm, r. 22. (41) PUfg, de rcb* mentor abiL c. 22. 

indeed* 
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was named Nero Claudius C^rfar Drufus Gcrmanicu* (S). This 
adoption was applauded by the fenate, and a decree paffed con- 
firming it, and conferring upon Agripphia the fublime title of 
The hard Attgufla, However, there was no Roman fo void of compaf- 
trentTJunt fion, as not to be affected with the hard lot of the unhappy 
of Britan- Britannlcus^ whom Agrippina? under colour of tenderntfs for 
tiicus. him, kept locked up in a nurfery, though now nine years old. 

By degrees fhe removed from him his former attendants, and 
even caufed fome^of them to be put to death ; among the reft 
his preceptor Softbiits^ putting in their room perfons who were 
intirely at her devotion. She would never allow him to appear 
abroad, nor even to wait upon his father, giving out, that he 
was difordered in his fenfes, and troubled with the falling- 
ftcknefe. Not long after the adoption of Nero, Brltannlcus 
having faluted him, as he was ufed to do before, by^tfie name 
of A I&jipbarbuS) Nero refented it to fuch a degree, that he 



indeed, and altogether unworthy of frf^Ti j\ i rjjji r f It is fur- 
prifing, that a waiter of fuch penetratiol\'Tfte«d thus millake the 
meaning of Tacitus? though conveyed to him in the plaineil terms. 
Some objer r ved % fays the hiltorian. that never ivas anv adoption made 
before this into the patrician family of the Claudii, C5r, Could Lip- 

Jius poffibly v fuppofeGrrw*«/r»J to have been adopted by Tiberius into 
the Claudlan family? We cannot think him capable of entertaining a 
notion fo notorioufly abfurd, §nce Germanietts 9 T'ibrrtus^s own bro- 
thers fon, was; as is manifeft, by birth, and without any adoption, 
of the Claudlan family. On the other hand, if he does not fuppofc 
him to have been adopted by Tiberius into the Claudlan family, but 
only for his fon, as he truly was, to what purpofe al ledge fuch an 
adoption againlt thofe who obferved, to the glory of the C I audi an 
family, that it had fubfifted upon its own flock fince its firlt fettling 
at Rome, to the adoption of Domltlus Abe nob ar bus ? Bcfide*, if Ti- 
berius was himfelf no longer of the Claudlan, but of the 'Julian, 
family, how could he adopt Germanlcus into the former? ThatTVt- 
cltus meant .r^Kfuch an adoption as that of Germanlcus, but an 
adoption into the Vamily, is evident both from the context in that 
writer, and from Suetonius, who tells us that Claudius, when he 
adopted young Domltlus, publicly declared, that ?io one had enter 
before been adopted into the Claudian family (42). But quundoque 
bonus dor ml tat Homer us, 

(S) Suetonius tells us, that, when Domitius was born, Crllguhi 
being defircd by his filler Agripphia to give the child what name he 
thought proper, the emperor, fixing his eyes upon Claudius, gave 
him, by way of raillery, his name; which sl^rippina took much 
ami Is, Claudius heing at that time the laughing-Hock of the court; 
but now {he ellcems both herfclf and her fon highly honoured with 
a name which Ihc then defpifed (43^. 

(43; Suet, in Clsittf. c. 39. (43) Su:t, In N<r e. 6. 

endeavoured 
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endeavoured to perfaade the emperor, that he was a fuppofiti- 
tuns child. This year Jgrippina 9 to difplay her power at 
Rome in foreign countries, procured a colony of veterans to be 
fent to the capital of the JJbti, a town in which fhe had been 
born, and which (he called by her own name Colonia Jgrip- Colonia 
phutiJJs. This city is now known by the name of Cologn p. Agrippi- 
About the fame time the Catri, of whom we have had frequent nenfis. 
occalion to ("peak in the reign of Tiberius , made incurfions into 
the Roman territories ; but were repulfed with great flaughter 
by Pompsnlus Sccundus, commander of the legions in Upper 
Germany j who, on that occafion, releafed from bondage fome 
Romans, who had continued in it ever flnce the maflacre of 
larus and his legions. His vigilance and gallant conduct 
feemed to the fenate worthy of triumphal ornaments, which 
were decreed him accordingly ; but he did not derive fo much 
glory from them, as from his elegant poems, which are greatly 
cried up by the be ft judges of antiquity It was at this time 
too, that Vannius* whom Drufus, the fon of Tiberius ,had thirty 
years before created king of the Suevians^ was driven out by 
the Hcrmunclurians and Ligians. Claudius, though he had de- 
clined engaging in a quarrel among the barbarians, yet granted 
a fafe refuge to the depofed king, and lands in Pannonia both to 
him and his followers. Vangio and Sido, his own fitter's fons, 
parted his kingdom between them, and ever continued faithful 
to the Romans r . 

The following year, Claudius, being the fifth time conful, Nero//?/^ 
with Servius Cornelius Orfitus (T), Nero, though not yet thcmanlj 
fourteen, was prefented with the manly robe, which qualified robe 
him for honours and employments- At the fame time, the 
fenate, with the concurrence of Claudius, decreed, that in 
his twentieth year he fhould difcharge the confulfhip, and in 
the mean time, "as conful defigned, be inverted with procon- 
fular authority out of Ro?ne, and be ftylcd prince of the Roman 

p Tacit, c. 26. Suet, in Ncr. c 7. Dio. p. 667. * Tacit. 
c 23. r Ueni, c. 29. 

(T; a. w.iius held this his laft conful (hip fix months (44A Onu- 
f units add* to his collcgue's other names chat of Scipio (45}; and 
truly the (>/>/ foem to have been of the family of the ScrpiVs C46). 
C. Mtiiutius or .V. ;;/>/«/ Fi<Kr'nr.:ts % and C. l'irbniius Seircrtts % were 
fibllituted in the confuliliip to C/hhMus and Orfitus {47). V<ipaftan 9 
vyho was afterwards emperor, w as conful for the two lall months of 
this year, Ju we read xaSucttodu* [-[S).' 

. U4 ?:< .'. c .1. (41. 0 A /.a/. : 7 fnjl. (46) Crut. p. 17. 

youth. 
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youth. Claudius moreover beftowed, in Nero's name, a lar- 
gefs upon the foldiery, and another upon the people; and to 
draw the eves and affections of the people upon him, made 
him appear .it the circenfian games, which were then folem- 
nized, in a triumphal robe, the mark and ornament of the 
irnpcTKil flate, while Britannicus was carried about in his pra> 
texta, the ufual habit of children. Some of the tribunes and 
centurions could not help pitying the unhappy youth ; but they 
were all, under various pretences, foon removed from the pa- 
lace; even fu ch of the young prince's freedmen, as were found 
inviolably attached to his perfon and intereft, were partly dis- 
charged, and partly put to death, as if thev had infpired their 
patron with hatred and emulation againft Nero? which might 
in the end flame out into war and public ruin. Upon their re- 
moval, Britannicus was committed to the government of 
others, chofen by his ftep-mother. The next ftep which Agrip- 
pina took towards the accomplifhment of her great defign was, 
the removing of Litfius Geta and Rufus Crifpinus from the 
command of the praetorian cohorts. She imagined them grate- 
ful to the memory of Mejfalina, and thence zealoufly devoted 
to her children. She therefore alledged to the emperor, that, 
by the cabals and emulation of two commanders, the guards 
were rent into factions; whereas by the authority of one, they 
Burrhus w ould be more eafiiy kept to their duty. Hereupon Claudius, 
Afranius without any further inquiry, transferred the command of the 
appointed praetorian bands on Burrhus Afranius, whom (he recommended, 
commander an officer highly efteemed by the foldiery, but well apprifed to 
ofthepra:- whom he owed his preferment. And now Agrippina began to 
torian aflumc a more haughty deportment than ever : ihe entered the 
guards. capitol in a chariot, a diftincliion granted to none but priefts. 

This, however, heightened the reverence of the people to- 
wards one, who was, without example, the daughter of a 
Cafar, the mother of one, fifter to the late emperor, and wife 
to the prefent. But, in the mean time, her chief champion, 
L. Vitcllius, was by a fenator, named Junius Lupus, accufed 
of high-trcafon ; and Claudius, ever timorous, would have 
hearkened to the charge, had not Agrippina, by menaces rather 
than intrcatiis, turned his refentment againfr. the accufer, who 
was baniflied, Vitcllius defiring no further punifhment This 
A famine year., a great famine raged in Rome, and the populace, not 
at Rome, confining their complaints to houfes and corners, gathered in 

tumultuous crouds round the prince, while he was publicly ad- 
miniftering juflice, and drove him to the extremity of the 
forum ; infomuchj that with the utmoft difficulty he cfcaped 
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their violence, his guards opening him a way through the out- 
rageous multitude 1 . Suetonius tells us, that he was not only 
reviled with opprobrious language by the inraged populace, but 
fo pelted with crufts of bread, that he narrowly efcaped being 
killed 11 - However, inftead of refenting fuch bafe treatment, 
he took fuch effectual care to have the city fupplied with corn, 
that in lefs than fifteen, days no one had occafion to complain, 
that winter happening to prove exceeding mild and favourable. 
That the city might not again be reduced to fuch diftrefs, he 
gave all poflible encouragement to merchants, granted ample 
privileges to fuch as built trading vefTels, and took upon hknfelf 
to make good all the loffes they mould fuffer. 

This year, the tenth of Claudius's reign, the propraetor, Farther 
P. Oftorius Scapula, landing in Britain (U), was obliged, foon conqucfls 
after his arrival, though the feafon was already far advanced, Britain, 
to take the field againft the Britons, who broke into the terri- 
tories of the friends and allies of Rome with fo much the more 
violence and confidence, as they fuppofed that a new general, 
not yet acquainted with his army, would not in the beginning 
of winter dare to take the field and make head againft them. 
But Oftorius, who was an officer of great experience, being 
well apprifed, that by the firft events of war confidence or con- 
firmation was raifed in an enemy, led forth fuch cohorts as 
were next at hand, fell unexpectedly upon the unwary Britons 
with great {laughter, and purfued fuch as were broken fo clofe 
as to prevent their rejoining. Then, as he could not depend 
upon a peace made by conftraint, and therefore not ftneere, he 
deprived of their arms thofe whom he fufpefted, and by means 
of feveral forts on the Severn and the two Avons, one of which 
is called alfo the Nen, he endeavoured to reftrain the army from, 
making any farther inroads into the territories of the Roman 
allies* This the Iceni, that is, the inhabitants of the prefent 
counties of Suffolk, Norfolk, Cambridge, and Huntingdon 
could not brook. They were a powerful people, and not 
weakened by any wars or invafions ; for they had of their own 
accord entered into an alliance with the Romans. Being there- 
fore joined by the bordering nations, they foon raifed a confi- 

1 Idem, c. 43. u Suet. c. 18. w Suet. ibid. 

(U) Jlulits Plautius left Britain^ and returned to Rome, accord- 
ing to Dion Cajfius, in the iixth year of Claudius's reign : whereas 
Qjtorius did not arrive in that ifland, as is evident from Tacitus, till 
three years after. Hence it i 3 plain, that between Plautius and 
Oftorius was another governor of this country, whom authors have 

not mentioned, probably becaufe he performed nothing worthy of 
notice. 

Vol. XIV. P dcrabte 
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titrable army, and incamped in a place defended by a ditch, and 
narrow lanes, not paflable by the hcrfe. Ojlorius ? though not 
yet joined by his legions, refolved to attack them ; and accord- 
ingly, having drawn up his auxiliaries and difmounted his ca- 
valry, he advanced in good order to attack the enemy's ruftic 
The Iceni fortifications. The ditch was foon forced, and the Britons put 
defeated, in diforder, being hampered and in tangled with their own in- 

clofures. However^ as they were cooped in on all fides, and 
no way was left for them to efcape, being animated with de- 
fpair, they performed many fates of bravery. In this battle 
M. Ojlorius, the fon of the general, acquired the civic crown, 
<Thcy f lt l-, by faving the life of a Roman citizen. The Iceni being thus 

overcome, and thofe unfettled fpirits, who had hitherto wa- 
vered between peace and war, calmed by their overthrow, 
Ojlorius advanced into the country of the Cavgi, probably the 
prefent counties of Shropjbire and Chejhirc, laying wafte their 
territories, and committing general fpoil, till he approached the 
Irijh fea, when commotions begun among the Brigantes, the 
inhabitants of Laiicajhirc, Torkfl/ire 9 the bifhopric of Durham, 
and the counties of Cumberland and TVeJlmorland, drew him 
The Bri- back ; for the Bri'gantes had fubmitted to him before, probably 
games re- by their deputies, after the overthrow of the Iceni; and the 
duced. Roman general was determined to profecute no new enterprize, 

till his former ones v/ere completed and fecure. The chief au- 
thors of the difturbance were executed, and the reft pardoned, 
which put a ftop to any farther attempts of the Brigantts* But 
the Silnres t the inhabitants of South-Wales would hearken to 
J Roman no terms « Ojlorius therefore refolved to lead his legions againft 
cclou? Jet- them ; but fir ft conveyed a numerous colony of veterans to 
tied at Camalodunum, in order to keep the conquered countries in awe, 
Camdo- and inure the Reman allies to the laws and jurifdi£tion of Rome. 
tlunum, To Cogidunus, a Britijh king, and a great friend to the Ro- 

mans, certain cities were given, to attach him ftillmore to their 
intereft $ for it was a cuftom, as Tacitus obferves *, praflifed 
in the earlier!, ages by the Roman people, to employ even kings 
'The Ro- as their inflrtiments in eftabliming bondage on rations. After 
mans thefe precautions, Ojlorius marched with" all his forces againft 
v: :rib n- the Si lures, a people refolute and fierce by nature, and morc- 
£<**'tjt the over confiding in the valour and conduct of Caraclacus, whom 
fcilmes. rmny prosperous, and many doubtful, fucceflcs had rendered 

famous, and railed in renown above all the other Britifo com- 
manders. As hi w.is better acquainted with the country than 
the Rom i»s 9 hut inferior to them in the number of his troops, 
he wifely removed the frat of the war into the territories of the 



x Tacit, in vit. Agr. c, 4. 

Qr devices* 



Chap. 17. The Roman Hifioryl txs 

OrdoviccS) now North-Wales. There he chofe a place, agninft 
which it was difficult to advance, and from which it was no lefs 
difficult to retire ; every way incommodious to the Romans, 
and every way favourable to his own men; for it was upon 
the ridges of exceeding fteep mountains, the fides of which, 
where approachable, he fortified with walls of ftone ; at the 
foot of the mountains flowed a river, dangerous to be forded, 
and the walls which he had reared, were defended by numerous 
bodies of his braveft men. The place, as Camden conjectures, 
had thence the name of Cacr Caradoc, which is a fteep hill on 
the weft borders of Sbropjhire, at the foot of which runs the 
river Clun : Car a doc in the Britijk tongue is fuppoied to be the 
fame with Caraclacus in Latin. OJiorius having drawn hither 
all his forces, fince the Britijh commander was refolved to put 
the whole to the decifion of the fword, began to advance in 
battle-array towards the enemy. At his approach the leaders of 
the fcveral confederate nations, who had joined Car aftacus •, ran 
from rank to rank, animating their followers with reprefen ca- 
tions proper to difpel fear, and roufe in their breafts a martial 
ardor. As for Caraclacus, he flew through the whole army, Cara&a- 
proclaiming, where- ever he patted, that from this day, from cus oppofcs 
this battle, they muft date their liberty completely recovered, the Ro- 
or their flavery eternally cftablifhed : he put them in mind of mans, 
the glorious feats of their anceftors, who had driven out Cafar 
the dictator, and by whofe valour they yet lived free from tribute 
and the Roman axes, yet preferved the perfons of their wives 
and children from difhonour. His harangue was anfvvered by 
loud fliouts and acclamations, which were echoed and doubled 
by the neighbouring woods and mountains. In the end, every 
one bound himfelf by the moft facred oath amongft them, never 
to yield to force or wounds. The refolute alacrity of the enemy 
ftartled the Roman general, efpecially when he difcovered the 
river before him, the ramparts raifed upon its banks, thefteep- 
nefs of the mountains filled with men hanging almoft over their 
heads, and in fliort the moft difmal and threatening fceneof war 
he had ever beheld. But the foldiers preffed for the attack, 
crying out, All difficulties are furmowitable by courage. OJlo- Engages 
rius therefore, having carefully furveyed the ground, and tried Olborius 
where the river was fordable, and where not, ordered the brum- the Rrfnait 
pets to found, and his legionaries to advance. They gajned general* 
without much difficulty the oppofite bank; but ns they ap- 
proached the rampart, they were galled with incefianc fhowcrs 
of darts, which did great execution, till forming thcmfelves 
into a tcflndo, they demoliflied the wall, which covered the 
enemy, and encountered them hand to hand upon ground 

equal to both. Then the Britons, not able to ftimd the (hock 
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of the legions, betook themfelves to the ridges of the moun- 
tains, where they made a ftand againft the Romaics, who pur- 
fiied them ; but as they covered themfelves with no armour, 
and only fought with difcharges of arrows, the Romans clofing 
But is de- with them, eafily broke their ranks, put them to flight, and 
/*•*/. d. gained a complete victory. The wife and daughter of Caraela- 

cus were taken prifoners, and his brothers furrendered at difcre- 
yfiuJ li- tion. He himfclf had recourfe to the protection of Cartifnm* 
*/ ana, queen of the Brigantes ; but as all things confpire againft 
ittif' Ro- the unfortunate, he was by her delivered in bonds to the con- 
JT ! an /,y , queron, according to Tacitus in the ninth, but by a more exact 
*' cv computation in the feventh, year after the commencement of 

the war in Britain : fo Ions had he fuftained it 5 and hence his 



renown, fays Tacitus, had reached all the iflands, fpread over 
Rome the neighbouring countries, and was celebrated even in Italy, 

?.nd at Rome, where all longed to behold the brave commander, 
who had for fo many years defied the arms, and baffled all the 
attempts, of the Romans. He was immediately fent to Clau- 
dius, who received him in a kind of triumph. As he drew 
near the city, the people were fummoned, as to fome folemn 
fpe&acie, to fee the iiluftrious captive ; as he palled by, the 
praetorian guards flood underarms in the fiek| before their camp* 
Before the BritiJJi king marched his fervantsand followers, car- 
rying the gold chains and military ornaments, which he had 
taken in the wars with his neighbours ; next his brothers, his 
wife, and daughters ; and laftly himfelf expofed to view. All 
but he appeared dejected, and defcended to (applications unwor- 
thy of their rank and character. The king himfelf, without 
betraying the leaft fear, or uttering a word that implored mercy, 
being brought before the emperor, who was feated on his tri- 
Nis fpetch bunal, addrefied him thus : " If my moderation in profperity 
/tfClau- < c and fuccefs had been equal to my quality and fortune, I 
dius. cc fhould have arrived in this city under another character, that 

" of a friend, - and not a captive ; nor would you have difdained 
<e to receive into terms of alliance a prince, defcended from 
<c iiluftrious anceftors, and ruling over fo many nations. But 
<e different is my prefent lot, a lot, which reflects no lefs glory 
cc upon you, than difgrace and reproach upon me. I w^s 
<6 lately matter of men and arms, horfes and treafures; and 
cc where is the wonder, that I was unwilling to lofe them, 
*• that I drove to retain them ? Though you, Romans* aim at 
extending your dominion over all mankind, it does not thence 
follow, that all men will readily and voluntarily fubmit to 
the yoke. Had I immediately yielded, my misfortune would 
ft have been lefs remarkable, your conqueft lefs renowned: 

*• even now, if I am to fuffer death, the fame of my reftftance 
x ■ « and 



cc 
cc 
cc 



Chap. 17. 



The Roman Hiftory. 



** and your victory will die with me ; but if you preferve my 
4< life, I fliall be a living monument of your clemency". Clau- 
dius, com pafliona ting the misfortunes of fo brave. a man, and 
admiring the conftancy with which he bore them, generoufly 
granted to him, to his wife, his daughter, and brothers, both 
their lives and liberty. Being releafcd from their chains, they pf% 9 
firft paid their duty and acknowledgment to the prince, and next grants htm 
to Agrippina, who was feated upon another tribunal clofe to his life 
the emperor's *. We are told, that CaraSfacus being afked, and liberty. 
after he* had viewed the city of Rome, which was then in the 
height of its beauty and grandeur, what he thought of that 
itately metropolis ? returned the following judicious anfwer : 
I am amazed r , that men, zuho have fuch magnificent habitations 
of their o wn, fhould leave them, and come fo far to bereave us 
Britons of our poor cottages y. In the fenate many pompous 
encomiums were pronounced upon the taking of CaracJacus* 
fome of the fenators extolling it as an event no lefs illuftrious, 
than the taking of Syphax by P. Scipio, or of Perfes by Lu- 
cius Paulus. To Ojlorius, who continued in Britain, triiim? 
phal ornaments were decreed. 

Thus far the adminiftration of Ojlorius had proved fuccefF- 
ful; but now his fortune began to change; whether it was, 
that upon the captivity of Cara&acns the Romans thought the 
war concluded, and thence grew lefs vigilant, or that the Britons 
inraged, rather than difheartened, at thelofs of their king, ftrove 
more vehemently to revenge it. However that be, the Silures $ ome a j m 
fell by furprife upon the prefect of the camp and fome legionary vintages 
cohorts, whom Ojlorius had left to rear forts in their country ; gained by 
and would have cut them all in pieces, had they not received /^Silure* 
timely affiftance from the neighbouring garifons; as it was, the 
prefect: himfclf, eight centurions, and a great number of the 
moft refolute foldicrs were Qain. Soon after they routed the 
Roman foragers and the troops fenfcto fupport them. Hereupon 
Ojlorius difpatched to their relief fome cohorts lightly armed ; 
but they not being able to put a flop to the flight, the legions 
were drawn out. Their arrival encouraged the fugitives ; the 
fight was renewed, and the fuccefs, after having been long 
doubtful, proved in the end favourable to the Romans ; the 
enemy fled, but, as night approached, with fmall lofs. Thence- 
forward fcarce a day parted without fome encounter or fkirmifh, 
fcmctimes in the woods, fometimes in the marines ; at times by 
command of their officers, and often without their knowledge* 
as defign or chance gave them an oppoitunity. What moft ex- 
operated the Silures was, a faying of the Roman general current 
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among them, that their name muft be utterly extinguifhed, as 
was that of the Sicambri, who had been partly cut off, and 
partly tranfpl anted into GauL Being thus animated, they fur* 
prifed and carried off two auxiliary cohorts, as they were with- 
out due circumfpection pillaging the country, to fatiate the 
avarice of their commanders. The fpoil ana* captives they dis- 
tributed among the neighbouring nations, with a view to draw 
them too into the revolt In the mean time, Ofiorius^ linking 
under the weight of his cares and anxieties, ended his days to 
the great joy of the enemy, that fo renowned a commander had 
perifhed in the war 2 . Claudius was no fooner apprifed of the 
death of his lieutenant, than he appointed Aulus Didlus Galhts 
to fucceed him, who, notwithftanding his expeditious arrival, 
found affairs in a much worfe condition than they had been at 
the death of OJlorias. For the Silurcs 9 finding the Romans 
deftitute of a general, had attacked and defeated a legion com- 
manded by Manlius Valcns, a difafter magnified both by tha 
enemy and the new general ; by the enemy, to terrify and dif- 
courage f im ; by Didius to gain the greater glory, if he put ait 
end to the war, or to have the jufter excufe, if it continued. 
In the mean time, the Silurcs made frequent and wide incur- 
fions into the territories of the Roman allies, committing every- 
where dreadful devaluations, till Didius, taking the field, fet 
upon them, repulfed diem, and retrained them within, more 
narrow bounds. 

Next to Carafiacus in merit and valour was Venutius^ or 
Vcnujius, one long faithful to the Ro?navs, and protected by 
them, during his marriage with Cartifmandua , queen of the 
Brigantes. That princefs was amply rcwardcJ by the Romans, 
and in high fivour with them, for having fcized and delivered 
up into their hands king Carallacus. Wherefore, prefurning 
upon their protection, fhe wantonly deferted her hufband Venn* 
tins, and married his armour-bearer Vcllocatus, on whom with 
her perfon (he conferred her crown. This action, generally 
abhorred bv the Britons, occafioned great difturbances in the 
Mate, and kindled a civil war among the Brigantus. The queen, 
by craft and fubtil frratagems, got the brother and other rela- 
tions of Vcnutius into her power. But Vunutitts, on the other 
hand, being fupported by the Brigantes themfdves, who were 
offended at their queen's reproachful conduct, and fcorncd to be 
governed by a woman, and receiving powerful fuccours from 
the neighbouring nations, reduced the unfaithful princefs to the 
utmoft diftrefs. She then had recourfe to her fa ft friends the 
Romans y who immediately difpatched fume cohorts and fqua- 



« Tacit, c. 



dronl 
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drons to her aiJ. Hereupon a bloody battle enfucd, which was 
long doubtful 3 but in the end proved fuccefsful to the Rowans* 
who refcued the queen from impending danger. Venutius, 
however, maintained himfelf in the kipgdorn, in fpite of the 
utnioit efforts of the Ro?nan general. Many battles were 
fought with doubtful fuccefs, and no great advantages gained on 
either fide. At length Didius, who was 'ftricken in years, 
and already fatiatcd with a long train of honours, gave over all 
thoughts of reftoring the queen, and contented himfelf with 
a&ing only defenfively, and retraining the enemy by his lieu- 
tenants. In this pofture continued affairs here till the feventh 
year of Nero's reign, Didius and his fucceflbr Veranius think- 
ing it fumcient juft to maintain what acquifitions their predceef* 
fors had made, . or only to raife fome forts further in the ifland, 
and very few they were, purely for the name and reputation of 
Raving inlarged their government. Veranius indeed died in le& 
than a year, and was fucceeded by Sueto?iius Paulinus a , whofe 
feats in this ifland we fhall relate in the reign of Nero, when the 
order of time will oblige us to refume the detail, which it now 
caufes us to interrupt. 

The following year, Fatt/Ius Sylla and Salvias Otho Titi- 
onus being confuls, the fenate paffed a rigorous decree for ex- 
pelling the aftrologers out of Italy 9 which, however, was never 
put in execution. Another decree iffued againfr women of rank, £ decree 
who married flaves, ordaining, that file who thus debafed her- againft 
felf, without the confent of the matter of the (lave, fhouldher- women 
fdf be reduced to a ftate of flavery; but where he confented, nv/jo mar- 
fhe Ihould be held for a fiavc manumitted. Claudius declared riedjla<ves+ 
in the fenate, that Pallas was thedeviferof this fchcrne; where- 

• * 

upon Bareas Scraftus 9 conful clccT, moved, that he might be 

rewarded with the ornaments of prsetor, and a prefent of about 

a hundred thoufand pounds of our money. Cornelius Scipio 

added, that public thaziks fhould be returned him for deigning, 

though defcended from the antient kings of Arcadia to be 

reckoned among the emperor's minifters, and poftponing this 

his antient nobility to the fervice of the ftate. The haughty 

flaye accepted the ornaments of the praetorfhip, and alfo the 

privilege of wearing a gold ring; but defpifed the prefent, and 

prevailed with Claudius to acquaint the fenate in his name, that Theoma- 

hc was fatisfied with the honours, and chofe to live ftill in his 

antient poverty. Hereupon a decree pafled, was engraven in Yor/biTde- 

orafs, and publicly hung up, in which a manumitted Have, f r £ a *fc 

utdy redeemed from the infamy of whips and fetters, but now p a llas. 



a Tacit, ibid. c. 40. vit. Agr. c. 14. Hid. I. iii. c. 45. 
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"* worth near feven millions, was extolled for obferving the vene- 

rable parcimony of the primitive ages. This in truth was a 
compliment, as Pliny the younger obferves b , made to a flave 
by. a body of flaves. Thus was dignity debafed, infamy exalted, 
the awful authority of thefenate proftituted, and the ornaments 
The de- Q f ma giftracy ignominioufly defiled. It was not enough for the 
of the** once g reat anc ^ venerable Roman fenate to heap honours upoa 
%natc t * ie em P eror » tne y mu ft likewife court, adore, and exalt his 
" llaves and freedmen, creatures brought from the chain and oar, 
infecls naturally doomed to the vileft offices of the kitchen, fta- 
ble, and privies. This year Claudius finiflied at an immenfe 
charge the aqueduct, which Caligula had begun fourteen years 
before, and confec rated it, to ufe the expreflion of the antient 
writers, on the firft of <dugujl y his birth day. It was a work 
of extraordinary magnificence, as appears from its ftately ruins* 
which are ftill to be feen with an infcription, in which Claudius 
is ftyled emperor the twenty-feventh time. Four hundred and 
fixty perfcn? were appointed to keep it in repair, and large 
falaries afligned them out of the public treafury. The fame year 

™ the 'lake t * ie § rcat cana ^ heing finiflied, which was defigned for the drain- 
Fucinus ing of the lake Fucinus, and had kept thirty thoufand men con- 

ftantly employed for eleven years together, being at length 
finiflied, before the waters were let out, Claudius exhibited a 
naval fight, in which nineteen thoufand condemned criminals 
engaged on board an hundred large gallies, reprefenting the Si- 
cilian and Rbodian fleets. The lake was furrounded with an 
inclofure of huge rafts to obftrudt all means of flight or efcape. 
Upon the rafts flood the emperor's guards ; the lake was covered 
with gallies ; the more, the adjacent hills, and the tops of the 
mountains, were crouded with a mighty multitude ; many from 
the neighbouring towns, others from Rome itfelf, either from 
a paflion to behold the fpedtacle, or in compliment to the prince: 
the whole reprefented a vaft theatre, and that greater numbers 
of fpe&ators might be the better accommodated, a mountain 
between the lake and the river Liris was levelled. The em- 
peror prefided in a coat of mail, and with him Jgrippina in a 
mantle of cloth of gold. When the two fleets were drawn up 
and ready to engage, a Triton of filver, fpringing by an ingeni- 
ous contrivance out of the midfl of the lake, founded the charge, 
and the combat began, which, though between malefactors, 
was fought with all the courage and gallantry of brave foldicrs; 
fo that after a moft obftinate contefr, after many wounds and 
much blood 3 Claudius granted fuch of them as remained, their 

* Pl i s. 1, viii ep 6. 

live*, 
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lives, and redeemed them from daughter ( W). When the £how 
was over, the earth between the lake and the canal was re- 
moved; but the canal was found not to be funk fufficiently low 
to receive the water in the centre of the lake. Its bed therefore 
was dug deeper; and when this work was ended, which hap- 
pened this year, to draw the multitude once more together, a 
{how of gladiators was exhibited upon bridges laid over it. After j C omha? 
the mow, the emperor made a great banquet juft at the fall from 0 f gl a di~ 
the lake ; but the water, breaking out unexpectedly with in- atari on 
credible violence, bore down with it whatever was near it, the canal, 
fliook the ground to a great diflance and by its impetuofity and 
roaring, terrified and difmayed Claudius^ his guefts, and the 
fped"tators, who all betook themfelves to flight, aad narrowly ef- 
caped being carried away with the ftream. Agrippina^ taking The under* 
advantage of the emperor's fright, charged NarciJJus^ the di- taking un- 
reftor of the work, with avarice, as if he had not laid out, but fuccefsful. 
imbezzled the vaft treafures allotted for it: on the other hand, 
NarciJJus did not fpare Agrippina^ but reproached her with af- 
piring and boundlefs views c . Dion CaJJlus writes, that NarciJJus 
let out the waters on purpofe to cover another fault, which the 
defire of faving for his own ufe the immenfe fums allowed him 
for the work, prompted him to commit d ; but what fault that 
was, he does not tell us: we only learn from Tacitus * 9 that 
when the water was difcharged, the negligence of the work- 
men and the infufficiency of the work manifeftly appeared. Su- 
etonius feems to infinuate, that Claudius accomplished this vaft 
undertaking, and drained the lake, Pliny likewife reckons the 
draining of the lake Fucinus amongft the moft remarkable works 
of Claudius \ but it was neglected, fays he, thro' envy, by his 
fucceflbr Nero. On the other hand, Dion CaJJius calls the im- 
menfe fums, laid out on this ftupendous work, ufclefs expences; 
and Seneca writes, that the lake Fucinus was in his time Hill full, 

c Tacit, c. 57. Suet. c. 21, 32. d Dio. in excerp. Val. 
p. 678. e Tacit, ibid. 

[W) Suetonius tells us, that the combatants, when upon the point 
of engaging, cried out to Claudius, Farezvel, good emperor ; <we 9 
iv/jo are going to die, Jalute you : the emperOr returned the compli- 
ment, bidding them fareusti too j which words they conftrucd as if 
he had excufed them from the combat, and therefore refufed to en- 
gage, (landing Hill, till Claudius, tranfporced with rage, leapt down 
from his feat, and running in a moll unbecoming manner ahotit the 
banks of the lake, threatened to deftroy them with fire and (word, 
if they did not immediately engage (4.8 J, 



(,jS; Suit c. 21. 

Vet. XIV, though 
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though the workmen had in Claudius's time with immenfe la- 
bour finifhed the canal, which if Suetonius is to be credited* 
they hewed through a rocky mountain for three miles together f . 
Spartianus fays, thzt Adrian drained this lake *. However, it 
is Ml to be feen in the Farther Abruzzo, and is known by the 
name of the lake of Cdano. Towards the end of the year the 
Bithynians fent deputies to Rome to accufe "Junius Cilo, their 
governor, of extortion. He had indeed opprefled them in a 
moft cruel and barbarous manners but the emperor, when they 
were admitted to his presence, not well underftanding what they 
fbsweak- defired Narcijfus, when they withdrew, to acquaint him 

Ttcfs of the with the end of their embafly. They are come, anfwered frankly 
prince Narcijfus, to return you thanks for your kindnefs, in appointing 
ulufed by over them a ?nan of fucfr integrity , moderation, and dijintercjled- 
his freed- nefs, as Clio. Hereupon Claudius relying intirely upon the faith 
matt. of his freedman, commanded, that Cilo 9 fince he had given 

fuch fatisfa&ion, fhould be continued in his government two 
years longer, during which time he completed the ruin of that 
unhappy people h : a remarkable inftance this of the prince's 
weaknefs, and the impudent boldnefe of his freedmen ! 

The following confuls were Decimus Junius Silanus Tor*, 
quatus, and Q Haterius Antoninus , during whofe adminiftra-* 
tion, Nero, who had entered the fifteenth year of his age on 
the fifteenth of December, married Oclavia the daughter of 
Claudius, to whom he had been contraffced three years before. 
Nevomar- Soon after, to acquire the glory of eloquence, he undertook the. 
riis Oda- caufe of the Wans, and obtained for them, as the anceftoxsof 
via. the Romans, an intire immunity from all taxes and tributes 

whatfoevcr. He likewife made an oration in favour of the Rln« 
dians, and prevailed with Claudius to reftore them to their an- 
tient liberty, which had been often taken from them, and often 
re-eftablifhcd : a third oration he pronounced in favour of the in- 
habitants of Bononia, a Roman colony, which had been utterly 
confumed by fire; and they were at his fuit relieved with a large 
bounty f . The two firfl: orations he uttered in Greek, and the 
Several third in Latin. At the fame time the inhabitants of Apamea, 
f /incurs Byzantium, and Coos, having recourfe to the young prince, ob- 
granted at taincd by his mediation fignal favours ; the Coans a general im- 
ktsfutt. municy from impofitions (X), and the inhabitants of Aparnea and 

Byzantium, 

f Surt . c 20. Pl in. 1 xxxvi. c. 15. E Spart. :n Adr. p. it' 
h Dio. p. 6S7. 1 Tacit, c. 48. Suet, in Ner. c. 7. 

(X ) When Claudius propofed in the fenate n general immunity 
from all manner of taxes and tributes in behalf of the Coans > ho 

made a lon^dcfcant upon their antiquity; how the Artfvu, or at 

lea* 
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Byzantium, a difcharge from all tribute for the fpace of five years, 
the latter having fuffered much by the late wars of Thrace and 
BofporuSj of which we have fpoken in the hiftories of thofe king- 
doms* and the former by an earthquake" 1 . All this through 
the policy of Agrippina, to gain for her fon the reputation of a 
companionate and humane prince- On the contrary, me putti- 
ed Claudius upon all the moft detefted meafures of cruelty. As 
fhe was deli ro us of poflelfing the fine gardens of Statilius Tau- 
rus , a fenator of great diftindfcion, who had been proconful of 
Africa^ me fuborned Tarquitius Prifcus, formerly his lieute- 
nant, to charge him with having confulted the magicians con- 
cerning the term of the emperor's life. Taurus, finding Agrip- Statilius 
pina bent upon his deftruftion, laid violent hands on* himfelf. Taurus 
The fenate were to fuch a degree grieved for the lofs of fo wor- accufed, 
thy a citizen, and provoked againft the accufer, that exerting laysvhletzt 
themfelves on this occafion, they expelled him the fenate in ha?ids on 
fpite of the protection and intrigues of Agrippina ». Suetonius b'unfelf. 
pretends, that Taurus entering into a confpiracy with Gallus 
Afivins, corrupted feveral of the emperor's freed men and do- 
meftics with a defign to make an infurre<Srion°, whereas Taci- 
tus, whom we have followed, tells us, he was profecuted 
merely on account of his fine gardens, which upon his death 
Agrippina feized, as Mejfalina had done thofe of Valerius AJia- 
ticus. Claudius had often declared, that the fame force fhould Claudius 
be allowed to the decifions of his procurators, or receivers, as e Z uals *** 
to his own ; and now to fhew that this was no declaration at j^T" % 
random, he caufed it to be confirmed and eftablifhed by a de- J/ e „ ff^ s 
cree of the fenate. Thefe receivers of the emperors were their QfWfu 
(rewards, perfons intruded with their domeftic concerns, for 
the moft part franchifed flaves j and neverthelefs to fuch fons of 

m Tacit, c. 58. n Idem, c. 59. 0 Suet. c. 13. 

Jeafl Ceus, the father of Zatona, firfl: cultivated that ifland; how 
jEfcultipius arrived thither foon after, and with him the art of me- 
dicine, an arc which had long flourifhed amongft his defcendants > 
whofe names he rehcarfed, and marked the feveral ages, in which 
they lived. He added, that Xcnopbon, his own phyfician, was de- 
fended from the fame family ; and that at his rcqueft an intire dis- 
charge for ever from all tributes ought to be granted to his country- 
men, that they might attend only the cultivation of an ifland facred 
to that deity. Tacitus obferves, that he might have alledged many 
good ofliccs of theirs towards the Roman people, nay, and victories 
pined by their aid ; but had not judgment enough to colour under 

u/ mC n Publlcc ° nfKlcration his P«rfonai partiality to his phyfician (49), 
We fliq.ll foon fee what return X nepbon made him for his kindnefs. 

(49) Tacit, c. 6i f 
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earth the weak prince, intirely concrouled by them, was not 
alhamed to aflert by a folemn decree of the fenate, a power 
J!n unli- equal to his own, and to that of the laws. At the fame time 
mi ted ju- he conferred univerfal jurifdiction upon the equeftrian order, the 
rifcii&ion fame jurifdi£tion, for which fo many feditions had been formerly 
granted raifed, and fo much blood fhed- Jlugufttn had ordained, that 
to the. the knights, who governed Egypt ■, fhould aft judicially ; foon 
kmgbts » after their jurifdiftion was extended to other provinces; and 

even in Rome itfeif many things formerly determined by the 
praetors, were referred to the tribunal of the knights. Clau- 
dius now invefted them with the fame unbounded jurifdiftion, 
which had been hitherto enjoyed by the fenatorial order, and 
was lookcJ upon by them as their peculiar prerogative p . 

The following year, M. /tfinius Marccllus and M. A alius 
Aviclu being confuls, a change of affairs was portended, if the 
antients arc to be credited, by many prodigies ( Y). But -dgrip- 
pina wns not fo much alarmed by them, as by a faying of Clau« 
dins, uttered hcedlefsly in his wine; That it was bis fate to bear 
ike iniquities of his wives for fame time, and at lajl to punijh 
ibevu About the fame time, having condemned a woman for 
adultery, he anfvvered one of his freedmen, who applauded the 
juitice of his fentence, It is my lot to be unfortunate in my mar- 
riages, and to punif) adulteries ; which plainly (hewed, that he 
was not unapprifed of the intrigues and amours of his wife. 
L rffrifid He likewife betrayed evident tokens of his repenting his marriage 
of the with dgrippina, and the adoption of Nero ; for his fon Bri- 
wsMdm-fs tannicus prefenting himfclf to him, he embraced him with more 
^Agnp- t h an ouunar y kindnefs, bidding him grow up, for he would 



pma 



p Tacit, c. 50. 

(V) The enfigns of the foldicrs and their tents were fcorched with 
fire from heaven ; a fwarm of bees fettled upon the fummit of the 
capicoi ; children were born of different forms ; a pig was farrowed 
with the talons of a hawk (50). A blazing ftar appeared; the 
monument of his father Drufus was (truck and fplit with lightning ; 
the number of every order of magiftrates was lefencd that year ; 
for one of the quarters, one of the a:diles, a tribune, a pra:tor, and 
a conful, died within a few months. In his defignation of confuls, 
he named none for that dignity beyond the month of Oelofor, in 
which he died, as if he had been apprifed of his approaching end. 
The laft time he came to the fenate, having with great carneltncft 
exhorted his natural and adopted fons to live in unity and concord, he 
recommended them both to the care and protection of the fathers, 
The laft time he adminiftered juitice in public, he is faid to have 
Cold the people from his tribunal, that his courjc was ended ( 5 1 *. 



l^z) Idem, e. 64. (51) Idem ibid. 4f Suet. c. 46. 

give 
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give him an account of his whole conduct; adding In Greeks 
It is love that prompts me; he declared at the fame time his in- 
tention of giving him foon the manly robe, That the people of 
Rome, faid he, may have at lajl a trite CaefaM. As the em- 
peror let nr word drop, which was not immediately carried to 
Agrippina^ fhe refolved to be before-hand with him ; but firft 
to deftroy by his means Domltia Lepida, who gave her nofmall 
umbrage. She was daughter to Antonio, the younger, great 
niece to Angufttts^ cou fin -germ an to Agrippina the eJder, and 
fitter to Cncius Dorni tilts* the prefent Agrippina 9 s former huf- 
band; fo that me accounted herfelf no-ways inferior to Agrip- 
pitta in nobility, to whom fhe was equal in beauty, age, and 
wealth. They were, according to Tacitu s, both proflitutes in 
their perfons, infamous in their manners, violent in their tem- 
pers, and no Jefs rivals in vices, than in the luftre of their fami- 
lies and the advantages of their fortunes. But their chief con- 
tention and ftruggle was, which of them, the aunt, or the 
mother, {hould acquire the fway over Nero Lepida endea- 
voured to gain him with carefles and prefents, while the impe- 
rious Agrippina treated him with feverity and threats, like one, 
who was defirous indeed to raife him to the fovereignty, but 
feemcd determined not to allow him to exercife his fovereign 
authority over her. To get rid of her troublefome rival, me Domstia 
accufed Lepida of having fought by charms and imprecations to Lepida 
deftroy the emperor's wife, and of difturbing the public peace aecuftd 
of Italy by neglecting to rcftrain the tumultuous bands of her con ~ 
flavec in Calabria. For thefe imputations fhe was by the fer- demnti- 
vilefenate doomed to die, and executed in fpite of the oppofi- 
tion and interefl of Narciffi:s 9 who grew daily more and more 
diftruftful of Agrippina^ and therefore frrove to fave Lepida r . 
"We are told by Suetonius , that Nero hiinfelf was obliged by his 
mother to appear as a witnefr againft his aunt, though he had a 
particular kintlnefs and value for her 5 . In the mean time, Claudius 
Claudius being taken ill, for the recovery of his healtl., had istakcnilL 
recourfe to the foft air and wholfome waters of Sinuejfci ; and 
this occaQon was greedily feized by Agrippina ^ long fincc bent 
upon his deftruclion, and for that purpofe well furnifhec! with 
wicked agents. She thought it would be fafeft to procure his 
death by poifon; but lhe was at a lofs what fort to ufe; if it 
were powerful and fudden in its operation, her crime might 
thence be betrayed ; if flow and confuming by degrees, there 
was danger, that Claudius , when his end approached, might 
fufpecT: her, and thence annul the adoption of Nero. At length 

*i idem, c. C\. Svet. c. at,. r Idem, c, 6c. 3 Suet, in 
Her c. 7. 

{he 
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fte adjudged a fubtile poifon the beft, fuch as would diforderhis 
fenfes, and not fuddenly put an end to his life. An experienced 
artift: in fuch preparations was chofen, by name Locnjla^ a 
woman who had been lately condemned for poifoning. By her 
the poifon was prepared, and Halotus 9 an eunuch and the em- 
peror's tafter (Z), was charged to admim'fter it, which he did 
accordingly in a difh of mufhrooms, of which Claudius was a 
great lover. But whether it was from his natural ilupidity, or 
becaufe he was drunk, he did not feem to feel the virulence of 
the dofe ; at the lame time a loofenefs feemed to-relieve him, 
Is poifoned and to defeat the operation and force of the poifon. ^grip- 
by the con- pina therefore, terribly difmayed, as one who knew that her 
tri<vanceof own life lay at ftake, had recourfe to Xcnophon? the emperor's 
Agrip- phyfician, who being already engaged in her wicked defigns, 
pina. under pretence, of" aflifting Claudius in his efforts to vomit, 

thruft down his throat a feather dipt in moft potent poifon, 
which faon put an end to his life 1 (A). Thus died the empe- 
ror 

* Tacit. c.6o. Dio. p. 688. 

(Z) The office of taller, utterly unknown in the times of the 
republic, was probably eilablilhed by Jugujtus, as we conje&ure 
from the following epitaph Hill to be feen at Rome : Cc?rio. Cali. 
Jdcrodian. PrtCguJlator, DM. dugujli. Idem. Poftea. Villicus* In, 
Hart is. Salluftianis . Dccrjfit. Nonis*. /Jugujtis. M.Cocceio. Ncr<va. C, 

Vibio. Rufino, Cojf. liberhts too-had his taller, as appears from the 

following infeription : Tt. Claudius, Flamma. Claufus. Ti. Jug, 

Pr&guftator. Their example was, no doubt, followed by all the 
other emperors. This cuftom obtained among the Perjians, as we 
read in Xenopbon (52), and of them in all likelihood the Roman em- 
perors borrowed it. 

(A) Tacitus tells us, that all the particulars of Claudiuses death 
were foon after fo thoroughly known, that the writers of thofe 
times were able to relate the moll minute circumftances of this black 
deed. But Suetonius writes, that though it is agreed on all hands, 
rhat he died by poifon, yet authors are not unanimous either as to the 
place where, or the perfon by whom it was given Some, fays that 
writer, tell us, that the eunuch Halotus y his taller, poifoned him, 
while he was banquetting among the priefts in the capitol. Others 
will have it, that in a feail at his own houfe, Agripptna^ knowing 
he was a great lover of mufh rooms, prefented him with one that 
*vas poifoned. Neither are the other circumftances of his death 
better known, continues the fame writer ; fomc relate, that he ex- 
pired foon after he had taken the poifon, others, that he continued 
ull night in great agony, and died about break of day. Some af- 
firm, that he fell afleep as foon as he had taken the dofe, and was 
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ror Gains Tiberius Claudius Nsro, on the thirteenth of Oflober 9 
in the fixty- fourth year of his age, after having reigned thirteen 
vears, eight months, and twenty days, reckoning from' the 
day of Catus y s death u . He was a weak prince, almoft a His ch 
changeling; had no difcernment or paflions of his own, but racier 
was intirely governed by his wives and freedmen. However* 
Tacitus feems to allow him a {hare of fenfe at intervals. Sue- 
tonius reproaches him with cruelty, and tells us, that thirty- 
five fenators, and above three hundred Roman knights, were 
by his orders put to death. But it is certain, that the prince 
prince hinifelf was altogether a ftranger to moft of thefe execu- 
tions; for a centurion bringing him one day word, that, pur- 
fuant to his orders, he had executed fuch a confular, the em- 
peror, with no fmall furprife, anfwered, that he had given no 
fuch order ; but one of his freedmen faying, that the officer 
had done well in revenging of his own accord injuries offered to 
the perfon of the emperor, he acquiefced, and without further 
inquiry approved of the execution w . Seneca, in the bitter 
fatyr he wrote againft him, fays, among other things, that he 
no more fcrupled the killing of a man, than the killing of a 
fiy x . But his hatred to Claudius ; by whom he had been banifli- 
ed to the ifland of Corftca and kept there for the fpace of eight 
years, prompted him to charge the prince with thefe crimes, 
which other writers, free from paffion and prejudice, lay at the 
door of his wives and freedmen. He had, according to Taci- 
tus, Dion Cajfius, and Suetonius, many good qualities, was an 
utter enemy to all pride and oftentation, a ftranger to revenge, 
free from the imputation of avarice, a great lover of juftice, and 
when he adfced of himfelf, and was not by fear bereft of his 
fenfes, inclined to mercy and companion. But Seneca paints 
him as a monfter, in whom centered all vices, without allow* 
ing him one fingle virtue, one good quality ; whence it is but 
too manifeft, that his paifion got the better of his philofophy. 

While Claudius lay dead in his apartment, the fenate, the 
confuls, and pontiffs, were offering vows for his recovery, nay, 
rcftoratives were ftill applied, and every thing elfe performed, 
as if they were not without hopes of his recovery, till matters 
were difpofed for fecuring the empire to Nero. With this view 

u Idem, ibid. Dio. p. 689. w Suet. c. 23. * Senec. 
lud. in Claud, p. 478. 

afterwards relieved with vomiting, whereupon the dofc was doubled, 
&V» Wc have followed Tacitus, who ieems to have been better 
acquainted with the circumttanccs of Claudius'' $ death than any 
other writer, fince he relates them without the lealt doubt or he fit a - 
•ion, as publicly known in his time. 
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jfgrippina, as fbon as the prince expired, perfonating incon- 
folable grief, and pretending to feek on all hands fome allay to 
to her for row j clafped Britawizcus faft in her arms, ftyled him 
the true image of his father, and by various devices kept him in 
the chamber, and likewife his two fitters, Ottavia and Antonia. 
At the fame time, fhe polled guards in all the avenues, fliut 
up all the paflages, and from time to time gave out, that the 
prince was recovering. At laft, when fhe had taken all pof- 
fible precautions to prevent any difturbance, 
of the palace were unexpectedly thrown 
accompanied by Burrhus, captain of the 
walked forth to the cohort which was 
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T here, by the command of Burrhus^ he 
fhouts of joy, and inftantly put into a litter, 
fitated, frequently looking and afking, where was Br itatmicus? 
but as he was detained in the chamber of the deceafed emperor, 
and no one appeared to propofe him, they prefently joined the 
others, and embraced the choice that was offered them. Thus 
Nero was carried to the camp, where, after a fpeech fuitableto 
the exigency and the promife of a largefs equal to that of the 
late prince, he was faluted emperor. The declaration of the 
foldiers was followed and confirmed by the decrees of the fenate, 
which were, without reludlrancy, accepted by the people both 
at Rome and in the provinces. To Claudius was decreed a 
folcmn and pompous funeral, the fame as had been ordained for 
dugujhis, Agrippina emulating the magnificence of her great- 
grandmother Livia Augujia. His laft will, however, though 
attefted by the hands and feals of all the magiftrates, was not 
read in public, left his preferring there the fon of his wife to his 
own fon might be refented by the people y . 

Nero had fcarce been faluted emperor, when the imperious 
and revengeful Agrippina made what haftc {he could to difpatch 
Narcijjus* who had fpoken reproachfully of her, and betrayed 
no fnvall affection for Eritannicus. She caufed him to be inv 
mediately arretted, and dragged to prifon, where he was, 
through fear of a more ignominious and cruel death, conftrained 
to lay violent hands on himfelf, fore again ft the will of Nero* 
He is f;iid to have been at once profufe and rapacious, to have 
furpaflcd in wealth Crafts, the kings of Pcr/ia 9 and Claudius 
himfclf, and at the fame time to have excelled all the prodigals 
of his age. As he bore an ahfolute fway under Claudius, his 
friend (hip was courted by foreign kings, cities, and provinces, 
all Arriving who fhould make him the moft magnificent prefents. 
We have feen in thecourfe of Claudius's reign, by how many 
crimes lie defeived the doom that overtook him at laft. But 
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after all, he was faithful to his mailer, prefenred his life with 
great care, and was ready, as Tacitus informs us, to lay dowa 
his own for his fervice z . Agrippina would never have at- 
tempted to poifon Claudius, if Dion CaJJius is to be credited % 
had fhe not firfl: removed Narcijfus, by perfuading him to try 
the baths of Campania for the recovery of his health. Before 
he laid violent hands on himfelf, he configned to the flames fe- 
veral letters and fecret papers agaiuft Agrippina, which, as the 
prince's fecretary, he had in his cuftody, that her accufers 
mi^ht not be expofed to the fury of a woman, whofe tempef- 
tuous fpirit, to ufe his expreflion, and violent Iuft of dominion, 
if not reftrained, would foon drown Roine in blood b . Zonarus 
tells us, upon what authority we know not, that Narcijfus put 
an end to his life upon the tomb of Mejfalina c . About the j u j 
fame time, another victim, far more illuftrious, was facrificed, n ius Sila- 
and indeed unknown to Nero, by the deadly fraud of Agrippina. nus. 
This was 'Junius Silanus y proconful of Afia, a man of great 
wealth and equal quality, but of a quiet difpofition, and fo lit- 
tle inclined to raife any difturbances in the {rate, that he had, 
during the late reigns, fpent his life in flothful indolence, and 
even in fcorn ; infomuch, that Caligula ufed to call him the 
golden Jheep. However, as upon the death of Claudius, it was 
whifpered among the populace, that as Nero was fcarce out of 
his childhood, and had by iniquity acquired the empire, fuch a 
man as Silanus ought to be preferred to him, one of ripe years, 
of an unblernilhed character, and, what was then highly 
efteemed, defcended from the Cafars ; for he too was the great- 
grandfon of Augujlus 5 this was enough for Agrippina to difpathi 
him, and accordingly fhe fent orders, without her fon's con- 
fern or knowledge, to P. Cel$r y a Roman knight, and to He- 
lius, a freed man, both the emperor's receivers in AJia y to 
murder Silanus. Her orders were obeyed, and poifon was 
given him at a banquet by the two afiaflins, fo openly, as if 
they were neither afhamed nor afraid to own the murder. A 
torrent of llaughters would have followed, had not A f ranlus 
Burr bus and Annaus Seneca prevented it. Thefe were the B urr j, U5 
young prince's governors, who was now only in the feventeenth ^^Seneca 
year of his age. Though partners in power, yet, by a rare the young 
inftance, they lived free from all jealoufy and emulation, and prince* s 
were of equal weight and authority, though different in their governors. 
accompiiflimcnts. Burr bus was his inftrudtor in the military 
art, and Seneca in the precepts of eloquence. In thefe different 
offices they aflifted and fupported each other, the eafier to ma- 

* Tacit, c. 65. » Dio. p. 688. * Idem ibid. ' ZonaR, 
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nage between them the dangerous age of the prince, neither of 
them having any thing in view, any thing at heart, but the 
fervice of their illuftrious pupil and the welfare of the public. 
They had both one conftant ftruggle to maintain againft the 
turbulent fpirit of Jgrippina^ who, tranfported with the luft 
of ruling without controul and fupported by Pallas^ was furfa- 
crificing, even before the obfequies of her hufband were per- 
formed, to her rage and jealoufy, all thofe who gave her the 
They re- lead: umbrage. But Burrhus and Seneca, unanimoufly exerting 
jh-ain the their authority, reftrained her blind rage, and kept her within 
fury of bounds. Nero indeed heaped all kinds of honours upon her, 
Agnppina. a nd to the tribune, who came to attend him, the hrft day 

of his government, for the word, he gave that of optima tnater^ 
excellent mother : the fenate too, the firft time they aflembled, 
decreed her two lienors, and feveral other marks of diftin&ion; 
but the emperor's governors, bearing a greater fway than fhe 
over his youthful mind, prevented her from committing fuch 
excefles, as fhe had been guilty of during the late reign d . 
Claudius'; Nero's firft care after his acceflion to the empire was, toper- 
f lateral form, with all poflible pomp and magnificence, the obfequies 
praifes, of the deceafed emperor : he pronounced himfelf his funeral 

oration, in which he difplayed the antiquity of his lineage, 
the many confulfhips, the many triumphs of his anceftors ; he 
likewife touched upon his perfonal accomplifhments, efpecially 
his eloquence, and thorough knowledge of the Greek tongue j 
all which was heard with attention and pleafure. But when he 
began to cry up the wifdom, forefight, and providence of Clath 
dim 9 the whole audience broke into a loud laughter ; though 
the fpeech was of Seneca's comp ;fmg, and difcovcred much 
accuracy and elegance ; for he had, fays Tacitus, a fine genius 
and a ftyle well adapted to the tafte of that time. On this oc- 
cafion it was obferved, that Nero was the fir ft Roman emperor 
who flood in need of another man's eloquence ; C.cjhr the dic- 
tator flood in rank with the mo ft diftinguifhed orators, and none 
of his fucce fib rs wanted eloquence, addrefs, and energy infpeak- 
ing. But Nero having from his early childhood appiu-J himfelf 
to graving, painting, Tinging, and managing of chariots, was 
obliged to employ the pen of Seneca , where- ever he h id occafion 
to fpeak in public, or even to write letters concerning affairs of 
any importance. Seneca had one under him, named Beryllus, 
who is ftylcd by Jofephus % Nero's preceptor, but Wai" only 
his Greek fecrctary. 

d Tacit, nnnal. 13. c. r, 2 . Surt. c H. D10 1. hci. p. Cc,c. 
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When the obfequies were over, the young prince repaired 
to the fenate, where, after an introduction, in which he acknow- 
ledged himfelf indebted for the empire to the authority of the 
fenate and the concurrence of the fbldiery, he declared in 
what manner he defigned to govern j that he claimed not the 
judgment and decilion of affairs j that the whole power and 
authority Should not be confined to a few perfons, but every 
magiftrate ftiould have their peculiar jurifdiction; that nothing 
Ihould be fakable within his walls, nor any accefs there to in- 
formers ; that between his family and the republic a juft diftin- 
£uon mould ever be maintained ; that the fenate fhould preferve 
their antient jurifdiclionj that Italy and the provinces belonging 
to the people mould apply only to the confuls, and by them 
procure accefs to the fathers ; that to himfelf he referved what 
was efpecially committed to his care, the direction of the ar- 
mies : he concluded with afluring them, that he defigned to 
govern his people according to the model of the deified du- 
guftus. The fenate ordered this fpeech, which was likewife 
compofed by Seneca^ to be engraved on a plate of filver, and to 
be annually read in the fenate by the new confuls f . At the 
fame time, they accumulated? all kinds of honours upon him, 
which he accepted, without refufmgany, except that of Father 
of his country , in consideration of his youth 6 , which, how- 
ever, he alTumed before the fecond year of his reign expired, 
as appears from fome antient medals **• He feemed at flrft in- 
clined to perform the mighty promifes he had made to the fenate ; 
for this year he gave innumerable inftances of clemency, mo- 
deration, and good-nature: to the people he diftributed four 
hundred fefterces a man ; to fuch of the fenators as were de- 
fended from illuftrious families, but reduced to poverty, he 
allowed annual falaries, to fome five hundred thoufand fefterces, 
befides a certain quantity of corn, which he like wife allowed 
monthly to his guards : many impofitions he utterly fupprefled, 
and retrenched others to a fourth : he redrefled feveral diioi ders \ 
retrained the profufe luxury of fcafts and banquets, which had 
obtained during the late reign, Claudius himfelf being greatly 
addicted to feafting; with the approbation of the fenate he puh- 
Iiflied an cdicl, forbidding the felling of any thing bojled in 
public houfes, except pulfe and greens ; he fupprefled a kind of 
fports, in which certain perfons, running up and down the 
city, pretended to have by cuftom acquired a right of robbing, 
as it were in jeflr, all they met, and carrying off whatever they 
could fcize The fenate like wife, depending upon the prince's 

' T/.eiT. c. 3. Suet. c. 10, D10. p. 650. s$uet.c. 8. 
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declaration, began to exercife their antient jurifdi<Stion; and 
made various regulations, among the reft the two following : 
that no orator or pleader fliould receive any fee, payment, or 
prefent, for defending a caufe; and that thofe, who were de- 
figned quaeftors, fliould be no longer obliged to exhibit public 
fhows of gladiators. All this was oppofed by Agrippina as an- 
nulling the a£ts of Claudius ; but Nero preferred the counfels of 
Burr bus and Seneca to thofe of his mother, and the fathers 
prevailed. However, out of refpedfc to her, he caufed her late 
hufband Claudius to be ranked among the gods, with all the 
folemnity and pomp of priefts, altars, and facrifices : which 
gave occafion to the pleafantry of Gallio the brother of Seneca, 
who hearing of the deification of Claudius, could not help fay- 
ing, that he had been drawn up to heaven with a hook, as the 
criminals were dragged to the Tiber k . Towards the end of 
this year, Nero beltowed the Lcjfer Armenia on Arijlobului 
the fon of Herod, king of Chalets \ to Sob emus he gave, with 
the enfigns of royalty and title of king, the country of Sopberie y 
lying between Armenia, Mefopotamia, and Comagene, and 
adding fome towns of Galilee to rjie territories which Claudius 
had given to Agrippa, the fon of Agrippa, king of JudaaK 
Before the year expired, embaffadors arrived from Armenia to 
plead before Nero a caufe of their nation j and while the em- 
peror was hearing them, feated on the imperial throne, Agrip- 
pina appeared all on a fudden, and was advancing to fit in joint 
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fuggefted to him, to defcend and meet his mother 5 and thus ? - 
under the difguife of filial reverence, that public di (grace was 
prevented ; for the Romans thought it highly ignominious, that 
foreign nations (hould believe them to be governed by a wo- 
man m . The audience was put off to another day, when Se- 
neca and Burrbus took effectual care to prevent her difturbing 
it. As her fon was but a youth, and wholly indebted to her for 
the fovercignty, lhc claimed an equal fliare in it with him, and 
therefore pretended to anfwer foreign embafiadors jointly with 
him, to write letters to princes and kings, to difpatch orders to 
the governors of provinces and commanders of armies ; to 
prcfide among the Roman eagles, and in fhort, to be called and 
acknowledged a partner in the empire, which her anceftors had 
acquired, and (he had conferred on her fon. She always ac- 
companied him in the fame litter, was attended by the fame 
guards, and at firft prevailed upon the vouno; Drince to afiemblc 
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the fenate in the palace, that, pofted by a door behind a curtain, 
fhe might over-hear the debates without being feen m . Seveca 
and Burr bus, well apprifed what dreadful diforders flie would 
raife, if fhe once got the afcendant over the prince, left no 
ftone unturned to leffen her power ; and their attempts were not 
without fuccefs, as we Chall find anon- The fame year, Nero 
applied to the fenate for a flattie to his father, and for the con- 
fular ornaments to Jfconius Labeo, who had been his tutor. 
The fenate not only Complied with his requeft, but at the fame NeroV 
time decreed ftatues to himfelf of folid fdver and gold, which madefy* 
fie abfolutely refufed, and checked thofe who propofed them. 
The fenate likewife decreed, that the year fhould for the future 
Begin on December, the month in which Nero was born ; but, 
notwithftanding the ordinance of the fenate, he preferved the 
antient cuftom of beginning the year with the fit ft of January, 
Neither would he admit a criminal profecution againft Cor was 
Celer, a fenator, upon the accufation of a Have ; nor againft 
Julius Denfus, a Roman knight, who was charged with his 
devotion to Britannictis 9 as a great crime n . 

The following year, Nero, who was, by a decree of the NeroV 
fenate, to exerciie the confulfliip in the twentieth year of his fir ft con- 
age, though he was now but in his eighteenth, took pofleflion fuifijif* 
of that dignity, agreeable to the cuftom of other emperors, 
who never failed to aflume the fafces the year after their accef- 
fion to the empire. He chofe for his collegue L, Antijlius Ve- 
tus\ but would not fufferhim to fwear, as was ufual, upon his 
arts, an aclion mightily cried up by the fathers, with a defign 
to animate his youthful mind to the purfuit of glory refulting 
from things of greater moment. At the lame time, he gave a 
fignal inftance of his mercy towards Plautius Later anus, whom, 
formerly degraded from the order of fenator for adultery with 
Mejjalina, he now reftored to his antient rank. Tacitus ob- 
ferves, that he made great profeflions of clemency in the fre- 
quent fpeeches, which Seneca, the compofer, uttered in public 
by his mouth, cither to manifeft what good counfels he gave 
lnm, or to difplay his own wit°. After two months he rc- 
ligned the fafces; but to whom we are no- where told. This „ f„ S f 9 
year, Nero firft began to flight the authority of his mother, fl^fotf 
which was no-ways difpleafing to Seneca and Burrhus t who ^authority 
dreaded her violent fpirit, and expected to fee the calamities of 0 fj^ s m- 
the late reign renewed, if flic came to bear the chief fway in ther. 
the ad mi niit ration. The young prince conceived a violent 
pnflion for a franchifed Have, by name /Ifts, and at the fame 
tunc aflumcci as confidents in his amour Otho and Claudius Sc- 
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necio \ the firft of a confular family, the fame who arrived 
afterwards at the empire, and the other the fon of one of the 
emperor's freed men. They were both youths of graceful per- 
fons, but utterly abandoned to all manner of lewdnefs and de- 
bauchery, and on that fcore admitted by Nero to an intireinti- 
Ih is in- niacy. Seneca and Burr bus were foon informed of their pupil's 
dnlged hy intrigue; but, upon mature deliberation, thought it ad vifeable 
thgover- not to thwart him in his amour, flnce with a woman of low 
nors p: bis condition, to the injury of no man, the prince fatisfied his 
fa (pon for youthful inclinations 5 whereas, if he were reftrained from that 
-Aft e - gallantry, there was room to dread that he would outrageoufly 

infult women of the greatcft diftin&ion ; for he had already 
conceived an utter averfion to his wife Oftavia^ however 
illuftrious in her birth, however celebrated for her virtue. 
Thus reafoned Burrhus and Seneca, men, without all doubt, 
of great penetration, experience, and difcernment p. But 
Dion CaJJius afcribes to their unfeafonable condcfcenfion and 
indulgence the many horrible exec-flcs, which will render the 
name of Nero execrable to the lateft pofterity. Crimes, fays 
that judicious writer, are linked together, and a paflion, when 
once let loole, is fcarce ever again reftrained within due bounds. 
The prince's governors meant well ; but the prince, finding 
they did not check the firft fallies of his paflion, took by de- 
grees greater liberties, and at length, impatient of all controul, 
gave a loofe to his irregular appetites. Thus Dion Ca]]ius x * 
But, howevtr that be, Agrippina could not duTemble the irre- 
gular conduct of her fon, not from any motive of virtue, as 
will foon appear, but hcciufe {he dreaded the extravagant power 
Butch, rk- of a concubine. She left no ftonc unturned to check his 
td h lis growing paflion ; fhe filled the city with the angry invectives 
pwtlnr. of an incenfed woman, complained, fretted, and ftormed, 

that a manumitted fLve was become her rival, a hand-maid 
her daughter-in-law. But the fouler her reproaches were, the 
more they fired his paflion ; fo that, being at length overcome 
by its force, he (hook off all refpc£r, to his mother, and threw 
himfelf, without rcfervc, into the arms of Seneca, with whom 
he knew si f mucus Scrams (B) lived in clofc confidence, one 

v Tacit, c. i z. r Di o. in excerpt. Val. p. 681. 

Ti) lie was commander of the city guards, and generally cftccm- 
ed t notw it h (landing his thus cloaking Ntt-o y s pafiion for .-J fie. To 
him Seneca inferibed his books dc trattqttilitatr % and was to fuch a 
degree grieved for the lofs of fo dear and worthy a friend, as he 
himfelf owns in one of his letters ( 3^', that he defurved to be ranked 
among thofe who had fufFered thcmfelves to be overcome by an un- 
manly grief. 
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who had hitherto cloaked the prince's paflion for Aele, by pre- 
tending to be in love with her himfelf, and had openly prefent- 
cd to her in his own name whatever Nero in fecret beftowed 
upon her. Agripplna was no fooner apprifed of this, than fhe j,^/ J0 en _ 
changed her arts and addrefs, attempting to regain the confidence Mavours 
of her fon by foft and alluring fpeeches; file often offered him after- 
her own chamber, that there, and, if he pleafed, within her wards to 
own arms, he might more privately indulge his paflion, a paflion humour 
pardonable in one of his youthful years and fovereign fortune, hitn. 
She even acknowledged her unfeafonable fe verity, and made 
him a tender of all her wealth, which was not much fhort of 
the imperial treafures. Thus from being over-ftricT: in check- 
ing her fon, fhe became all at once beyond all meafure fubmif- 
five and fawnfng. This fudden change deceived not Nero ; 
and his intimate friends, dreading it, befought him to be upon 
his guard againft the fnares of an implacable and deceitful 
woman s . 

It happened about this time, that as Nero was Surveying the 
rich ornaments, in which the emperors wives and mothers ufed 
to appear on folemn days, he chofe out the moft pompous and 
ftately, and Cent them as prefents to his mother. This the 
young prince did to convince her, that though he would not 
be controuled by her, yet he bore her no rancour or ill-will; 
but Agripp'ma, tranfported with rage, uttered bitter complaints 
againft her fon, who, file f*id, by fending her fuel) trifles, did 
not fo much Jjatend to make her a prefent, as to exclude her 
from all the reft, and to divide with her what he had wholly 
received from her. Thefe words, as flanderers and taIe- T .:T.rers * 
are never wanting in courts, were immediately earned to Nero t - w 0 * 
with aggravations, who thereupon provoked with Pallas, by m ij U nder- 
whom chiefly Agripplna was upheld in her ambitious defigns, fiandbtg 
difmifled him from his employment, the management of the between 
finances, which he had received f . Claudius, and in which Nero and 
he had a&cd more like the fovereign dir. ftor of the empire, Agrip- 
thau of a minifter. We are told, that a^ he left the palace, at- P ina - 
tended by a great throng of followers, Nero faid, not unplea- 
santly, Pallas is going to abdicate the fovereign 7 v. The em- 
peror, however, aflured him upon his word, that he Should not 
he qucflioned for his part behaviour, and that as to his accounts, 
the public fhould have no more demands upon him, than he 
upon the public. Thus Pallas forfeited his power, but pre- p a u as 4 /; /: 
Served immenfe wealth, amounting to feven millions of our n'Jld/~ 
money, to the hour of his death, which happened hi the eighth 
year of Nero's reign, as wc {hall relate in its proper place. The 

5 T.icit. c. 13. 
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Hisdif- difgrace of Pallas provoked Agrippina to fuch a degree, that, 
grace not able to refrain her rage, me abandoned herfelf to it without 
highly rc- controul, uitcrins; dreadful threats and curfes even in the em- 
tnttt: by peror's hearing. Britannicus, faid fhe, is now grown up, the 
^£ rl p- true and worthy fon of Claudius \ he is now fit to afliime the 
* )ma " empire of his father, an empire, which one, who is a fon only 

by adoption, holds to the prejudice of the lawful heir, and ex- 
erts his ill-acquired power chiefly by abufing and infulting his 
mother : fhe threatened to lay open to the world all her infa- 
mous practices, all the fteps fhe had taken to fecure the empire 
to the ungrateful monfter her fon, the furreptitious adoption, 
her own guilt in poifoning her hufband, the crying calamities 
fhe had brought upon her own family, the unhappy houfe of 
GermaniaiSy &c. She added, that only one comfort by the 
providence of the gods remained to her, that her ftep-fon was 
itill alive; with him fhe would repair to the camp, and there 
leave it to the decifion of the foldicry, whether the prating pe- 
dagogue Seneca and the maimed Burrbus, or the fon of the dei- 
fied Claudius and the daughter of the renowned Germanicus^ 
Ihould have the fovereign rule of mankind. At the fame time, 
flie fhook her fill: at the emperor himfelf, toiled her hands, ut- 
tered all manner of reproaches, curfes, imprecations j devoted 
the monfter, fo (he called her fon, and his governors to the in- 
fernal furies ; invoked the manes of her hufband Claudius* of 
the Silani, and many others, whom fhe had murderred to no 
purpofe. This alarmed Nero* and as Britannicus the next day 
ended the fourteenth year of his age, when he was to take the 
manly robe, the emperor began ferioufly to reflect: with himfelf, 
now on the violent temper of his mother, then upon the pro- 
mifing genius of the youth, of which he had given in the late 
feafts of Saturn a glaring proof, and gained by it the favour and 
efteem of all. Belides many other innocent diverfions pracWed 
on that ocean on by the Roman youth of the like age and con- 
dition, it was an antient cuftom among them to chufe a king, 
whofe commands, whatever they were, the whole company 
was bound to obey. The king was chofen by lot, and in the 
palace, where the emperor, who was himfelf but a youth, Bri- 
tannicus, and other children of the fir ft quality, diverted them- 
felves with this paftime, the lot fell upon Nero, who there- 
upon gave to all the reft different commands, yet fuch as ex- 
Ncro «•»• pofed them to no ridicule ; but that to Britannicus was to ftand 
dcai ours up in the middle of the company, and there ftng a fonc. He 
/q expo/e hoped the boy, unaccuftomcd as he was to company, and quite 
Jjritanni- jg norant how to behave himfelf in public, would become an 
L " * °f laughter. But Britannicus, to the great furp rife of 

all, with a becoming modefty, and an undifturbed addrcfi* 

though 
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though the eyes of the whole court were upon him, raifed hrs 
voice, and fung a few veries, importing, that he was bereft of 
his natural inheritance, and unjufldy deprived of the authority to 
which he was born. The modeft and comely afpe<St of the 
youth, the deep concern which he betrayed in every note, and 
the reflections which all, who were prefent, made within them- 
felves, drew fighs and tears from the whole company. Nero* 
ft ruck with the addrefs of the youth $ but more with the verfes 
he fung, immediately withdrew, as did all the reft in filence, 
to give free ven t to their grief in private, and let their tears flow 
urireftrained. From that time Nero conceived an irreconcile- Rcfolvei 
' able hatred to. the innocent youth, and being now alarmed at Hp*** his 
the threats of his mother, he refolved to rid himfelf ot one, deJlruQion. 
whom he no longer looked upon as a brother, but as a com- 
petitor. But not daring openly to command the execution of a 
perfon of his rank, whom he could reproach with no crime, he 
ordered poifon to be privately prepared, employing as his agent 
Julius Pollio 9 tribune of a praetorian cohort, in whofe cuftody 
was kept under condemnation for poifoning the famous Locujla^ 
who had adminiftered poifon to Claudius, As for thofe who 
were about the perfon of Britannitus^ jfgrippzna had long 
taken care, that they mould be fuch as had no fenfe of honour 
or honefty. The dofe was therefore haftily prepared by Locufta^ 
and adminiftered to the young prince by the hands of his go- 
vernors j but whether it was not powerful enough in itfclf, or, 
to prevent a difcovery by its fudden operation, it had been qua- 
lified, it was without effccT:, being voided by a loofenefs. 
Hereupon Nero threatened the tribune with immediate death, 
and would have ordered Locufta to be executed, purfuant to her 
former fentence, for preferring her own fefety to the fecurity of 
the prince, had me not undertaken to prepare a dofe, which, 
(he engaged, Ihould difpatch him as fuddenly as a dagger. Ac- 
cordingly the deadly potion, compounded of feveral poifons, 
all of experienced energy and quickncfs, was prepared in a 
chamber next to the emperor's, and in his prefence. The op- 
portunity to give it him was taken while he was dining with 
the emperor \ but at a ftparate table, and more fparingly ferved, 
as it was the manner of the children of the reigning family, 
who were never admitted to the emperor's table, but took 
their meals apart with other young noblemen, not in a lying, 
but fitting pofturc. Whatever the princes of the imperial fa- 
mily eat or drank, was firft tried by a fpecial officer of theirs, a 
tafter. To the end therefore, that neither this cuftom might 
be omitted, nor the iniquity be difcovercd, by thr death of both, 
the matter was thus concerted. To Britayinicits drink was 
prefentcd without poifon, and tried by the tafter, but fcalding 
Vol. XIV. S hot, 
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Britanni- hot, and for that reafon returned. It was then tempered with 

cold water, into which poifon had been poured before-hand, of 
fuch forcfe arid quicknefe in its operation, that Britanntcus had 
fcarcte drunk it when he fell to the ground, bereft at once of 
fpeech and life. Fear and trembling feized his companions * y 
forrie inftantly rhade off, but others, who comprehended the 
myfteryj rerhairifed With their eyes fixed ftedfaftly upon Nero t 
who, \rith the air of one utterly ignbrant, declared, that it was 
only an ufual fit of the falling-ficknefs, to which Britanntcus 
had been fubjeft from his early childhood, and that by degrees 
his fight and undcrftanding would return. Jgrippina and the 
young prince's lifter Oftavia Were both prefent, but ftrove to 
coriceal their grief and furprife ; wherein OStavia indeed top- 
ped her partj having learnt* however raw in years, artfully to 
diflemble every fymptorh of grief and tendemefs, and every 
other affection of her foul. But Agrtppina y fenfible that her 
laft refuge was fnatched from her, could not help betraying ma- 
hifeft tokens of dread and condensation. However* with dif- 
guifed looks* fhe endeavoured to fmother her concern ; fo that 
after a fhort filence the gaiety of the entertainment was rfefumed*. 
Suetonius tells us, that Titus , afterwards empferor, being among 
the other young noblemeh at the table with Britannicus* when 
he drank the baneful potion, tailed it, but recovered after a 
lingering and dangerous illnefs u . This is no-ways confiftent* 
as every reader mu ft perceive, with the detail* Which Tacitus, 
of all the antient writers the moft accurate, gives us of that rc- 
markable incident. 



His fu~ 
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Upon one and the fame day were feen the untimely fate of 
Britannicus and his funeral pile, to which his corpfe was con- 
veyed in the evening, all things belonging to his funeral having 
been prepared before- hand. His remains Were repofited in thfe 
field of Mars without any pomp, folemnity, or even a funeral 
oration ; though he was the laft branch of the Claudian family, 
which had fubfifted in great fplendor, and upon its own ftock, 
without adoptions, ever fince the time of Roinulus, that »> 
for the fpace of eight hundred and three years. During the fu- 
neral a violent and tempeftuous flioWer of rain fell, which thfe 
populace looked upon as a declaration of the wrath of the gods 
for fuch a crying iniquity, while others, reflecting on the eter- 
nal diflentions of rival brothers, and the unfociable genius of 
fovcreignty, called' it a pardonable crime w - Nero by an cdift 
juftified the hafty difpatchof the obfequics, complained, that in 
Britannicus he had loft the fupport of a brother, and exhorted 
the fathers to cherifh with the greater tendernefs a prince, who 
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alone furvived of a family, born to fuftain the fovereign power* 
He then diftributed the poueffions of Britannicus, his palaces in 
Rome* his manors and villas throughout Italy, lEfcefpoils taken 
in war, among the chief perfons of his court, to piirchafe by 
fuch donations their approbation, or at leaft their filence. To- 
fitus tells us, that fome were feverely cenfured for (baring in 
thefe di/rributions, notwithftanding the feverity and uprightness 
fhey profeffed. He means, no doubt, Burr bits and Seneca', but 
endeavours to excufe them, by adding, that they were perhaps 
conftrained to accept the prefents by the authority of the emperor, 
who, being ftung with the guilt of his own confeienpe, fooped, that 
his crimes would be overlooked, if by largefles he could engage, 
as it were, in tl>e fame guilt, perfons of fuch credit and reputation. 
In this diftribution, Nero did not forget his mother, but could 
by no liberalities calm her temp eft uous fpjrit. She carefled Oc- 
tavia, the deceafed prince's fitter, arid the emperor's wife 5 held 
frequently fecret cabals with her confidents, and was upon all 
hands amaffing treafure, as if fhe had fome great defign to fup- 
port with it : flie paid great court to the tribunes and centurions, 
and received in the nioft obliging manner fuch of the nobility a's - 
.came to wait upon her. Thefe meafures were known to Nero ? 
who thereupon withdrew the praetorian guards, which attended 
her, as confort to the late ernperor and mother to this, and alfo 
the band of Germans, which, as a further honour, had beert 
added to the former; at the fame time, he commanded her to 
quit the palace, and retire to the houfe, which had belonged to 
her grandmother Antonio. He repaired thither now and then to Agrip- 
vifit her, but always furrounded with a croud of ofjicers, and pin^ 
withdrew after a Ihort compliment. Jgrippina was immediately <ven out of 
deferted in her new habitation ; the throng of courtiers, who the palace 
daily frequented her levee while flje lived in the palace, inftantly 
vanifhed ; no one appeared to comfort her in her difgrace, no 
one to vifit her, except a fmall number of ladies, and thefe not 
from any friendftup or affefHon, to which infe&s, who frequent 
courts, arc commonly no lefs ftrangers than to virtue and Jho- 
nefty, but to watch all the words and actions of the di(grace4 
princefs, and carry them with the ufual aggravations of tale- 
bearers to the emperor. Among thefe was jplia Silana, whom 
Cains Stilus had divorced, as we have related above, to marry 
Mejfalina. She was no lefs infamous for her lewdnefs, than 
renowned on account of her high birth and extraordinary beauty j 
bad been long dear to Jgrippina, and had for a confidcrable 
while lived with her in great intimacy; but being afterwards dif- 
£uftcd with her for diverting Sextius Jfricanus, a noble youth, 
iron} marrying hcr 3 fh« relblved now to maJ^e Jgrippina pay 

S 2 clear 



140 The Roman fflfioryl Book III. 

She h ae- dear for the wrong done her. With this view (he inftru&ed 
tufed un- two of her own creatures, Iturtus and Calvijius y to accufeher, 
3 u ftb* if fhe defigned to marry Rubellius Plautus, great-grandfon 

to jfugufius, with a view to raife difturbances in the ftatei This 
was by Iturius and Calvifius imparted to A timet us * the freed- 
man of Domitia, Nerd's aunt, and by him to Paris, the cele- 
brated plu^er, who was alfo Domitla's freed man. Paris 
battened to the emperor, laid before him a minute detail of the 
pretended confpiracy, and fo terrified him, tha:, without any 
further inquiries, he refolved not only to put his mother and 
Plautus to death, but to remove Burrhus, the captain of his 
guards, as one who owed his promotion to Agrippina. Some 
authors write, that a commiflion was already difpatched to Ca+ 
cina Thufcus, intrufting him with the command of the prato* 
rian bands ; but that Burrhus retained his dignity by the intereft 
and mediation of Seneca : others write, that no jealoufy wa* 
Btirrhus entertained of that officer's fidelity. However that be, Iferh 
9 fa r er [? could not be diverted from the cruel purpofe of killing his mo^ 
jor x> r , t h ei - 5 t |i] Burrhus took upon him to fee her executed, in cafe 

fhe were convi&ed of the crimes laid to her charge; but every 
one, he faid, ought to be heard before condemnation, and 
much more a mother. Early next morning, Burr bus and &- 
neca 9 attended by fome of the emperor's freedmen to watcfi 
their difcourfe, went to wait on Agrippina, and notify to her the 
charge brought againfther, and give her the names of her ac- 
cufers. She received them with great haughtinefs, and when 
her crimes were explained to her, defended herfelf with her 
wonted fiercenefs, but at the fame time with fuch energy, that 
r 'J ' Seneca and Burrhus, fully convinced of her innocence, not onto 
noceni^nd dec ^ are ^ ner free ^ rom a W g 1 "'** DUt at ner requeft prevailed with 
™eturmin- c ' lc em P eror to grant her an interview, during which fhe took 
to favour. not tne ^ ea ^ not * cc of the crimes laid to her charge, as if her in- 
nocence were fiifficiently known, nor of the obligations he 
owed her, leaft £hc fliould feem to reproach him with ingratitude; 
but confidently demanded, that vengeance fliould be taken of 
her accufers, and fuitable rewards conferred on her friends, and 
obtained both. Among her friends Fenius Rufus was honoured 
with the charge of fupplying the city with corn ; to Aruntiut 
Stella was given the* direction of certain public (hows ; to Caius 
Balbilius was afligncd the government of Egypt , and that of if* 
ria to Publius Anteius, who was nevertheless under various pre- 
tences detained at Rome. Of her accufers, Silana, Calvifius, and 
Iturius were fent into exile; againft A timet us fentence of death 
was pronounced and executed; but Paris, the emperor's infe- 

parable companion in his debauches, was difmiflcd without any 

punilhmenti 



Chap. 1-7.' The Roman Hijiory. 141 

■ 

junifliment x . This year Pallas and Burr bus were charged wit! 
a defign of railing to the empire Cornelius Sylla 9 who had mar- 
ried Antonia^ the late emperor's daughter ; but the charge ap- 
pearing evidently forged, they were both declared innocent* 
The arrogance of Pallas , however innocent, gave on this oc- The <*rro~ 
cafion no fmall offence; for the accufer naming to him fome of g an ^ eo f 
his freedmen, whom he pretended to have been his accomplices, P*Nk* m 
the franchifed flave had the impudence to anfwer, that he never 
condefcended to fpeak to any of his domelHcs, but conftantly 
fignified his pleafure to them by a nod, a motion of hjs hand, 
or, if his commands confifted of many particulars, in writing, 
that they might thus learn to keep their diftance. Burrhus > 
though accufed, fat and voted with the other judges, by whom 
the accufer Petus was condemned to banifhment. Towards 
the clofe of the year, the emperor caufed the cohort to be re- 
moved, which ufed to attend, as a guard, at the public fports, 
to exhibit thereby a plaufible appearance of popular liberty, and 
alfo to prevent the foldiery from tainting their difcipline with the 
licentioufnefs of the theatre Such was Nero* during the firft 
year of his reign, when he gloried in not having fhed one drop 
of blood, as we learn from the books of clemency, which Se- 
neca inferibed to him fome time after he had entered the nine- 
teenth year of his age, that is, about the fifty-fifth of the Cbrif- 
tlan aera. The chief aim of that excellent writer throughout 
the whole work is to imprint deeply in the mind of his pupil, 
that a general and extenfive beneficence is the genuine cha- 
Tafteriftic of a good prince; that thofe who are intrufted with 
the fovercign power, are not only bound to protect the inno- 
cent and guiltlefs, but often extend their mercy and good-na- 
ture to thofe who may feem unworthy of their favour and pro- 
te&ion. This he infinuates to have hitherto been praflifed by 
Nero 9 and relates a celebrated faying of the young prince, who 
being defired by Burr bus to fign a warrant for the execution of 
two public robbers, put it off from time to time; but Burrhus 
preflinghim %o difpatch that affair, he at laft fet his hand to the Afignal 
warrant with the utmoft reluftance, which he expreffed with the °f 
following words mightily extolled by Seneca: Oh bad I never *J««* 
learnt to write x f 



clemency 



The following year, Qtuntus Voluftus Saturninus* and P. 
Cornelius Scipio being confuls, Nero began to indulge with more 
liberty his youthful inclinations, his debauched companions, ef- 
pecially Otbo and Seneeio, of whom we have fpoken above, in- 
ccUandy repeating in his ears, that he was no longer a child, to 
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be awed by a Burrhus or a Seizeca; that they ought to tremble 
before him, as their fovereign, and not he before them, as his 
tutors and matters, & c. As youth are more fufceptible of bad 
than good counfels, the young prince, in fpite of the whole? 
fome advice of his governors, abandoned hiinfelf to unfeafon- 
able revellings, and filled Home with innumerable diforders. 
For, unmindful of his rank and difguifed in the habit of a Have, 
he fcoured in the night the ftreets, the public inns, and the 
ftews, followed by his debauched companions, who feized as a 
lawful prey whatever they found expofed to fal^ 5 and afTaulted 
whomfoever they met. In thefe frolics he ofren ran great dan- 
gers, and once was fo wounded in the face, that he ever after- 
wards boYe the fear, no one imagining it w.is the emperor who 
thus roamed and rioted about the ftreets. But when that cams 
to be known, his name was falfly aflumcd as a cloak by others, 
who in feparate gangs praflifed the fame cxeeffes; fo that fucb 
combuftions happened almoft every night in -d; n city, as if it had 
been ftormed by an enemy. The prince having one night of* 
fercd fome affront to a woman of diftin&ion, as (he was return? 
ing home in the dark, her hufb^nd, by name "Julius Montmws % 
a fenator, who attended her, not only repulfcd the aggreflbr, 
but handled him fo roughly, that he was for feveral days obliged 
to keep his room: Suetonius fays, he was almoft killed. How?- 
ever, he difTcmbled this treatment fo long as it remained urn 
known to whom it had been offered 5 but Montanus having af 
laft difcovered it was the emperor, and thereupon implored by 
a letter his forgivenefs, Nero, thinking he reproached him by 
owning he knew him, obliged him by threats and menaces to 
lay violent hands on himfelf. Thenceforth the emperor became 
more cautious, and was conftantly attended in his nocturnal 
rambles, by a party of his guards, and a numerous train of 
gladiators following him at fome diftance, who, however, we» 
ordered not to interpofe, till the prince's party was quite over- 
come. He likewife took great delight in ftirring up and inflaming 
the different factions in the play-houfe, that favoured particular 
players; and when they were engaged, as it were, in battle, it 
was a great diverfion to him to throw ftones and pieces of broken 
benches among them, with which he once dangeroufly wounded 
a praetor in the head. Thefe tumults rent the whole city into 
parties and factions, fome favouring one player, and fome an- 
other j infomuch, that greater and more dangerous commo- 
tions being apprehended, no other remedy was found, but 
that of driving the players out of Italy, and recalling the fol- 
diers to guard the theatre at the celebration of the public fliows a » 
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Under the fame confuls, Vipfanius Lenas was accufed of ex- 
tortion in his government of Sardinia , and condemned to ba- 
nifhment : Cejlius Procultis, charged with the fame crime, was 
acquitted: Ciodius ^uirinalis, commander of the fleet which 
rode at Ravenna^ being convicted of feveral a£ts of cruelty, 
prevented by poifon his impending condemnation : Caninius 
Rebilus, one of the ableft civilians and richeft citizens in Rome* 
redeemed himfelf from the uneafinefs of an old age broken 
with infirmities, by opening his veins, which was thought the 
morefurprifing, as he had ever been infamous for his effeminacy 
and lafcivioufnefs. The fame year, died Lucius Voluftus Satur- 
ninus, in the ninety-third year of his age, a man of great in- 
tegrity, wealth, and intereft, and neverthelefs, what to 'Tacitus 
feems a kind of prodigy, never obnoxious to, or disturbed by, 
any of the bloody emperors under whom he lived b . He was 
father to £>uintus Volufms, this year's conful, who was born 
to him in the fixty-fecond year of his age: he was governor of 
Rome when he died c . 

The next confuls were Nero, the fecond time, and L. Cal- Several 
prnius Pifo, who, after fix months, refigned the fafces to Du- inftancesof 
cennius Ge minus and Pompeius Paulinus. This year, Nero re- Nero'/^ff- 
raitted the duty upon the fale of flaves, diftributed to the popu- ™roJitj 9 
bee a largefs of four hundred fmall fefterces a man, and iflued 
an edict, forbidding all governors of provinces to exhibit any ture> c " 
public mows, being well apprifed, that fuch a£ts of munificence 
were only defigned to ftop the mouths of the people, who in 
the end bore the whole charge ; fo that the liberality of their 
governors and their avarice concurred equally to undo them. 
Helikewife confented, with great readinefs, to a decree of the 
fenate, enacting, that if any one was killed by his flaves, thofe 
who had been manumitted, if they ftill continued under the fame 
roof, mould be executed with his other flaves. Lucius Varius, 
who had been conful, but formerly degraded for extortion, he 
reftored to his rank \ and referred Pompon ia Gratcina, a lady of 
great diftinclion, butaccufed of having embraced a foreign fu- 
perdition, fays Tacitus, meaning probably the chriftian religion, 
purfuant to the antientcuftom, to the inquifition of herhufband. 
She was married to Aulus Plautius, the fame who, by his con- 
quefts m Britain in the reign of Claudius, had deferved an ova- 
tion. Plautius aflembled his relations, took together with them; 
cognizance of the behaviour and reputation of his wife, and 
declared her innocent. P. Celer was accufed of many crimes 
ty the province of Afia\ but as he had difpatched by poifon the 
proconful Silanus, as we have related above, that crime covered 
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\ all his other enormities ; fo that Neto 9 afhamed to difcharge him 
unwilling to condemn him, lengthened out the procefs, till he 
died of old age. Eprius Marcellus was accufed by the Lyciam 
of extortion; but abfolved, though evidently guilty; nay, fe 
powerful a fa&ion was formed in his favour, that fome of his 
accufers were punifhed with exile, as if they had confpired the 
ruin of an innocent man. The Cicilians had better fuccefs in 
the profecution of Cojfutianus Capita , who, for his extortions*, 
was condemned to banifhment c . 
Relieves The following year, Nero entered upon his third confulfhip; 
poor fena- but held it only four months. His collegue was Valerius Mef 
Hrs* fila 9 to whom, as he was of an illuftrious family but by misfor- 
tunes reduced to poverty, Nero generoufly prefented a yearly 
penfion of five hundred great fefterces. At the fame time, he 
affigned annual appointments to other fenators, who did not de- 
ferve them, having wafted their paternal wealth in voluptuouf* 
P. Suilius ne k aiM * riotous living. This year Publius Suilius, an aban- 
<ucmfed. doned accufer, who had made a great figure during the reign of 

Claudius , and with his venal eloquence procured the ruin of 
many illuftrious citizens, was arraigned of various Crimes. He 
was charged with the death of Poppeca Sabina, of Julia the 
daughter of Drufus, of Valerius Afiaticus^ of Lucius Saturn* 
nus* of Cornelius Lupus , and of whole bands of Roman knights 
condemned at his inftigation ; in ihort, all the cruelties com- 
mitted in the late reign were imputed to Suilius. In his defence 
he urged, that he had engaged in none of thefe- accufations of 
his own accord, but purely in obedience , to the prince. But 
Nero checked thi9 plea, by declaring, that from the memoirs of 
Claudius it evidently appeared, ..that no accufation whatfoevcr 
had been undertaken by his orders. The accufed then pleaded 
the commands of MeJJalina : but this too was reckoned a weak 
defence; for why, it was faid, had no other advocate but S«- 
lius been (inglcd out to accomplifh the bloody purpofes of that 
proftitute? Seneca feems to have been the chief and moft fan- 
His in<vec- guine promoter of this profecution; for againft him chiefly 8ui* 
tine* a- ii us inveighed, reproaching him with contaminating the beds of 
gainjtbz- princeflts, meaning Julia* Germanicus's daughter; with hunt- 
neea. ing after inheritances, and catching the rich and childlefs, as it 

were, in his net ; with his exhaufting all Italy and the provinces 
by his exceflive ufury ; with amafling, by what precepts of w 
dom, by what principles of philofophy, he faid, he knew not, 
a treafure of more than feven millions, in the fhort fpaceof fiwf 
years. Thefe reproaches, fays Tacitus, did not a little taint 
•he reputation and character of his antagonift Seneca. Suiliuh 

« Tacit, c. 32—34. 
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however, was condemned, and banifhed to the Balearic iflands 
on the coaft of Spain. In hatred to him his fon Nerulinus was 
alfo arraigned; but Nero interpofed, alJedging, that public 
vengeance was fuffioVntly fatiated by the doom of the father J . 
This year was firft kindled Nero's paflion for the celebrated 
poppara Sabina - y a paflion which proved the fource of heavy 
calamities to the Roman ftate. She was the daughter of ano- 
ther Popp&a Sabina, put .to death by MeJJalina 9 * orders, 
as we have related above, and of Vitus Ollius y a fena- 
tor. As Poppa. us Sabinus, her mother's father, had flione in p 0 ppaia 
the republic, borne the confular dignity, and been honoured Sabina her 
with triumphal ornaments, fhe borrowed his name, and called character. 
herfelf Poppeca Sabina ; for to her own father the friendfhip of 
Sejanus had proved fatal, before he had attained to any dignity. 
She poflefled every ornament becoming her fex, except that of 
virtue ; in beauty (he excelled all the women of her time 5 her 
wit, engaging addrefe, and fprightly converfation, charmed all 
who converfed with her. But her lewdnefs knew no bounds, 
nor was flie controuled in the purfuit of it by the awe of fame. 
Between huft>and and adulferer (he made no diftindlion, fays 
Tacitus , but was ever ready to gratify her own inclinations, 
without regarding any ties, however binding. Hence, though 
flie was married to Rufus Crifpinus x a Roman knight, and by 
him had a fon, (he was not afhamed to leave him, and live 
publicly with Otho, a gay youth and the emperor's reigning 
favourite. This commerce of adultery was foon followed by 
their marriage, Crifpinus readily confenting to a divorce. Otho^ 
now her hufband, was continually extolling to Nero the beauty 
and charms of his wife, being prompted thereunto either by 
the indifcreet warmth of a lover, or by a defire of kindling in 
the young prince's breaft the like paffion, and procuring, from 
their common enjoyment of the fame woman, an additional 
fupport to his prefent authority. Nero's paflion was eaflly in- She capti- 
flamed; he defired to fee Poppaa? an interview was appointed, ^« Nc- 
and the emperor, in his firft converfation with her, was fo ro * 
taken with her foft arts, with her addrefs and carcfles, that he 
carried her to the palace and there detained her. But the art- 
ful Poppara, after a night or two, when fhe had worked up the 
prince's affection to the higheft pitch, changed her former beha- 
viour into haughtinefs, importuning the emperor to let her re- 
turn to her huiband, whom of all men (he thought the moft 
deferving, the moft worthy of her affection. Hereupon Otbo 
was immediately forbidden the palace, debarred of all in- 
tercourfe, and even accefs to the emperor, and foon after, to 

<! Idem, c. 42, 43. 
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OxWo fent prevent his having any communication with Poppaa, preferred 
into Lufi- to the government of Lufiiania ; a government which he ad- 
tania. miniftered for the fpace of ten years with eminent uprightnefs 

and honour, having acquired no lefs reputation in authority, 
by his gravity and regular conduct, than he had defer ved infamy 
in a private flation, by a moft voluptuous and diflblute life c (C). 
Thus Nero enjoyed Poppa?a without a rival, and was for fome 
time intirely governed by her pernicious and deftru<5Hve coun- 
fels, as we (hall relate anon. This year Cornelius Sylla, who 
had married A?itonia the daughter of Claudius, being falfelyac- 
cufed of forming a confpiracy againfl the emperor, was banifh- 
ed his country, as if he had been a tray tor fully convicted, and 
confined within the walls of Marfeillcs (D). The fame year, 

as 

0 Tacit, c. 45, 46. Suet, in Oth. c. 3. Joseph. antiq.I, 
xx. c. 7. 

(C) Suetonius tells us, that Nero, conceiving a paflion for Poppaa, 
took her from her hufband, and fent her to Otbo, who, receiving 
her into his houfe under colour of marriage, was fo taken with her 
charms, that he pretended to ingrofs her wholly to himfclf, and not 
only refufedto admit fuch as werefent to her from Nero, but once fliut 
out the emperor himfelf, though he earneftly intreated him to deli- 
ver her up to him, and added menaces to his intreaties. Upon this 
Nero, to deliver himfelf from fo troublefomea rival, preferred him 
to the government of Lufttania, now Portugal, fearing that a more 
fevcre punifliment might difcover the whole intrigue; yet fo far it 
was known, that the following lampoon was made and difperfed j 

■ 

Cur Oi ho mentito Jit, qua?ritis, exul honor e ? 
Uxor is marc bus Ccepcrat ejfe fucv. 

That is, Wbytvas Otho banijbed under colour of an bo7iourable pre- 
ferment ? Becaufc be became the adulterer of bis own ivife. Plu- 
tarch, in the life of Galba, tefls us, that Nero would not have been 
fatisfied with fo Highc a punifliment, had not Seneca, who had a great 
friend/hip for Orbo, prevailed upon the emperor to condemn him 
only to an honourable exile, which would put him in full poficflion 
of his miftrefs (39). 

(D) Sylla wasaccufed by one Graptus, Nero's freedrnan, an old, 
fubtle, and wicked courtier, well praclifed, ever fince the reign of 
Tiberius, in the dark devices of the emperors. He, upon this oc- 
cafion, forged the following plot. The Mitotan bridge was then 
the fcene of noclurnal rcvelliugs ; and thither Nero frequently re- 
fortcd, that he might there the more licentioufly riot without the 
city. Qvaptus therefore pretended, that a plot was laid for him, as 
lie fhould return from thence by the FlaminUtn way ; but he had, by 
tiic providence of the gods cfcaped it, in coming home thiou^h the 

(3./ Pint, h Gjlb. 
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as the people complained loudly of the arbitrary tranfa&ions of 

the publicans, Nero was for intirely fupprefling all taxes and Nero de- 

duties, thinking that the greatefr, bounty he could beflow upo* 

Jig ns to 

mankind ; but the fenate, after many high encomiums on the f" M !'? re fi a H 
greatnefe of his foul, retrained him, by remonfrrating, thpXthe taxeSm 
fuppreilion of all taxes muft neceHarily be attended with the 
diilblution of the empire. The prince therefore contented Jffucsfe- 
himfelf with ordaining by an edict, that all the regulations re- vcral 
lating to the revenues, which till then had been kept fecret, equitable 
fhould be hung up in public, to the end that every one might regulati- 
know the precife fum he was to contribute ; that the publicans 07IS " 
fhould exacl: no claims for above a year backward j that all 
caufes again ft them mould be immediately heard and determined 
by the praetor at Rome, and in the provinces by the proprietors 
and proconfuls for the time being, with other the like intirely 
equitable injunctions, which, however, grew foon obfblete, 
though the fuppreflion of the quadragefema or fortieth penny, 
and of the quinquagefima or fiftieth, as alfo of fome other impo- 
fiu'ons, continued in force at leaft till the reign of Adrian. At 
the fame time, to encourage the tranfportation of grain from 
the tranfmarine provinces, it was ordained 3 that no duty fhould 
be paid for the fame f . 

In Germany 1 affairs having continued in a flate of tranquil- <f^ e ji ate 
Kty till this time, the commanders of the Roman armies, hav- 0 f affairs 
ing no enemy to contend with, kept their troops employed in on the 
various works. Paidinus Pompeius, who commanded in Lower Rhine. 
Germany , perfected a dam, which Drufus had begun threefcore 
and three years before, to reftrain the overflowing of the 
Rhine. A modern writer places it in the neighbourhood of 
Duerflede or Wick above Utrecht b. Lucius Vet us ^ who com- 
manded in Upper Germany + undertook a work truly great, 
ftupendous, and worthy of the Roman grandeur, which was 
to dig a canal of communication between the Sine and the? 

f Tacit, c. 51. 52. Suet. c. 10: « Buch. de Eelg. 
1. v. c. 5. 

gardens of SallttJI ; and that Syl/a was at the head of this confpi- 
racy. The only foundation of all this was, that certain debauched 
youths had in iport filled with groundlefs fears fome of the emperor's 
attendants, as they were repairing back to the .palace. But S\Jia 
was, by his marriage with JiKtonia % Claudius?* daughter, nearly al- 
lied to the family of the Cer/eirs ; and Ntro miilook his natural heavi- 
ness and indolence, which rendered him unequal ro any attempt of 
treafon, for deep artifice and diflimujation ; and hence hi* ruin(.j.oK 
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MofclUy that the armies from Italy, failing by fea into the 
Rhone, and then into the Sone, might fall through this canal 
into the Mofelle, thence through the Rhine into the ocean; fo 
that a communication might be opened between the Mediter- 
ranean and the fa id fea- But /Eli us Gracilis , governor of 
Belgic Gaul, through which the Mofelle flowed, jealous of the 
glory which Vet us would have acquired by fo great and ufeful an 
undertaking, warned him not to bring his troops into another 
man's province, and at the fame time threatened him with the 
difpleafure of the emperor, who would be alarmed at fuch an 
enterprife, imagining it undertaken with a private view to 
court the affections of the Gauls. Thus was that glorious pro- 
ject dropped h . Thefe things feem to have happened in the firft 
year of Nero's reign ; for our hiftorian relates in this place the 
tranfa£tions of feveral years. Afterwards, that is, according 
to Onuphrius, in the third year of the fame prince's reign, 
Paulinus being fucceeded by Dubius Avitus, and Fetus by T. 
Curulius Afancias, the Fri/tans, under the conduct of Vcrritus 
and Malarigis, poflefled themfelves of certain lands, which, 
being Void of inhabitants, had been applied to the ufe of the 
Roman foldiers, who were wont to fend their horfes and cattle 
to graze there. They had already founded their dwellings and 
fown the fields, when Avitus threatened to drive them from 
thence, unlefs they firft obtained from the emperor a grant of 
thofe territories. Hereupon the two chiefs proceeded to Rome, 
where, while they waited for accefs to Nero, among the feveral 
fights which were ufually exhibited to ftrangers, they were con- 
ducted to Pcmpey's theatre, to aflift at a public fhow. There, 
while they were gazing round them, furveying with aftonilh- 
ment the multitudes of people, and informing themfelves which 
were the Roman knights, where fat the fenators, csV. they 
fpied certain perfons in a foreign drefs fitting among the latter, 
and afked who they were ? This is a diftindVion, anfwered the 
interpreter, conferred by the Roman people on the embaiTadors 
of fuch nations, as have fignalized their bravery in war and fide- 
lity towards us. If fo, replied the two chiefs, we claim a right 
to fit there too ; for amongfl men there is not a nation, which 
in fidelity and feats of arms furpafTes the Germans ; and thtis 
leaving their feats, they placed themfelves amongfl: the fena- 
tors ; a proceeding highly applauded by the numerous aflembly, 
as the effect of an honeft emulation. Nero honoured thern 
both with the rights of Reman citizens; but commanded then) 
to abandon their new pouefilons: which their countrymen rc« 
fufing to do, Avitus, by a fudden irruption, put many of them 
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to the fword, and forced the reft to comply with the emperor's 
orders I . Some time after, the Anjibarii, being driven out of The Anfi- 
their own country by the Chattel, took poffeflion of the fame baiii^^/5- 
lands, being fupported by the neighbouring nations, who pitied ■' . ' i S 
their forlorn condition, and led by a man of great renown and y t^tjamt 
of known fidelity towards the Romans, his name £ at oca Ins. J * 
He alledged to Avitus, in behalf of himf-if and his people, 
that, upon the revolt of the Cherufci, when Varus and his le- 
gions were flaughtered, he had been thrown into bonds by /r- 
minius; that he had afterwards ferved under Tiberius, then un- 
der Germanicus, and, to the merit of fifty years fervice, was 
ready to add that of fubmitting his people to the empire of 
Rome. He remonftrated, that the territory in difpute was 
large and lay wafte ; that he might allow to an unhappy people, 
driven from their own habitations, fettlements in it, and at the 
fame time retain wide trails for the horfes and cattle of the Ro- 
man foldk-rs to graze and range in ; that it was inconfiflrent with 
humanity to famifh men in order to feed their beafts, and with 
religion to devote to difmal defcrts and folitude any part of the 
earth, which was by the gods appropriated to the children of 
men ; that fuch parts of it as none poiTefTed, were free and 
common to all. Then lifting up his eyes to the fun and the 
other celeftiai luminaries, he afked them, how they could bear 
to behold a defolate foil ? and would they nof more juftly let 
loofe the fea to fwallow up ufurpers who thus engroflcd the 
eardi ? Avitus, provoked at this language, made no other re- 
ply, than that the weakeft muft fubmit to the more power- 
ful ; and that fince the gods, to whom they appealed, had left 
the fovereign judgment to the Romans, other judges than 
themfelves they would fuffer none. This anfwer he gave in 
public ; but to Boiocalus in private he offered lands', as an 
acknowldgement of his long attachment to the Romans. 
But this offer the brave German looked upon as a price pro- 
pofed for betraying his people, and rejected it with indigna- 
tion, adding, //place to live in we ?nay want, but a place to 
du in we cannot* Thus they parted with mutual animofity. 
The Anfi bar ii invited into a confederacy the bordering nations; 
but Curtilius Mancias, who commanded in Upper Germany* 
patting the Rhine at the head of his legions, threatened them 
with defolation and (laughter, if they lent any aiTiftancc to the 
enemies of Rome. On the other hand, they were awed by 
AvitKs, who likewife appeared with his legions on the banks of 
the Rhine 5 fo that the unhappy Anftbarii, -defer ted by all, had 
tecourfe to the UJipites, the Tubantes, the Catti> the Cherufci, 

1 Idem, c. 54. 
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begging leave to fettle in their territories ; but being every- 
where driven out as enemies and intruders, in thefe long and 
various wanderings the people perifhed k . This year, the *Ju- 
hones, a p< ople in alliance with Rome* who are fuppofed to have 
inhabited the counties of Najfau and If ember g 9 were afflicted 
with the fudden eruption of a fub terraneous fire, which con- 
fumed their farms, towns, and dwellings, and was advancing 
with great fury to the walls of Cologn, when certain boors, 
after havirg in vain attempted to extin^uifh it with the throw- 
ing of water and other ufual expedients, tranfported with rage, 
vented their wrath by attacking it at a diftance with vollies of 
ftones. This, to their great furprife, allayed its fury ; which 
no fooner began to abate, than they proceeded to a clofer attack 
with clubs and blows, as in an encounter with an enemy, and 
at length, which was frill more furprifing, they quite got the 
better of the devouring conflagration, by throwing their gar? 
ments upon it ! . This year, Damitius Corbulo , the greateft 
general of his age, completed the redudtion of Armenia, by 
driving from thence Tiri dates, brother to Vologefes king of the 
Parthiansi and making himfclf mafter of Artaxata, the moft 
important place of the whole kingdom- Of the glorious ex- 
ploits of this brave officer, we have given a diftincfc account ia 
our hiftory of Armenia-, and therefore, not to trefpats upon the 
reader's patience with tedious repetitions, we (hall only add here, 
that for the fuccefs which had attended Corbulo 9 s arms, Nen 
was proclaimed emperor, and by a decree of the fenate days of 
public thankfgiving were appointed, with flatues of victory to 
the prince, triumphal arches, and perpetuity of the confulfhip. 
Jt was moreover decreed, that the day when the city of Artax* 
ata was taken, the day when the news arrived at Rome, and the 
day which produced that decree, Ihould all be for ever kept as 
feftivals. This motion was oppofed by Caius Cofftus, who 
argued, that were every inftance of public profperity to beat- 
tended with public thankigiving, the whole year would not af- 
ford days enough for days of devotion ; a juft diftributibn ought 
therefore to be made between days of devotion and days of bu- 
finefs, that the worfhip of the gods might not interfere with the 
occupations of men m . 

Hitherto Nero's ad miniftration was univcrfally applauded, 
and is generally cried up by hiftorians j nay, Trajan, an ex- 
cellent prince, is faid to have propofed to himfelf the five firft 
years of Nero's reign as the moft accomplifhcd model of an 
equitable government n . This, if true, mull, no doubt, be 
undcrflood under fcveral rcrtri£rions. But however that be, 

k Idem, c. 57. 1 Idem ibid Bra agu. numif. p. 92; m Ta- 
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this year, the fixth of his reign, when Caius Vipfanim Apronia- 
nus and Cuius Fonteius Capita were confuls, produced an in- 
ftance of the blackeft and moft unnatural iniquity recorded in 
hiftory, that of a mother murdered by a fon, who was in- 
debted to her not only for his life, but for the empire, and that 
very power, which, by an apoftacy from nature, he im- 
pioufly employed againft her. This horrid attempt, which 
will render the name of Nero execrable to the lateft pofrerity, 
tve fhall relate, as it has been tranfmitted to us by the moft un- 
exceptionable hiftorians of antiquity. Jlgrippina had, after the 
late groundlefs charge brought againft her, in fome degree re- 
gained the emperor's favour, and continued to bear no fmall 
fway at court, till Poppaa was introduced there. That am- Poppjea 
bitious proftitute aimed at nothing lefs than folemnly marrying inflames 
the emperor; but as fhe could never hope to fee OSfauia di- Nero 
vorced, nor herfelf honoured with imperial wedlock during the gainft h 
life of Jgrippina^ fhe made it her whole ftudy to inflame Nero mother. 
againft her, fometimes jeering him by the farcaftical name of 
pupil, one blindly fubjecl: to the capricious humour of a woman, 
and fo far from being fuffered to fway the empire, that he was 
not allowed that liberty, which every private Roman enjoyed as 
his birth- right. As for herfelf, fhe defired to be reftored to the 
conjugal embraces of Otho, that fhe might in any corner of the 
earth rather hear of the emperor's abafement and reproach, than 
ftay to behold it. She added atrocious calumnies againft dgrip- 
pina> as if fhe defigned to attempt upon his life, and threatened 
to abandon him, that fhe might not be with him expofed to the 
dangers that furrounded him. Her complaints and expoftula- 
tions, inforced with fighs, tears, and all the foft artifices, which 
the deceitful adulterefspoflcfled in an eminent degree, pierced the 
foul of Nero, and in behalf of Jgrippina no one interpofed, all 
at court being overjoyed to fee her authority crufhed, and no 
one imagining the fon would ever be hardened to fuch a pitch 
of iniquity, as inhumanly to fpill the blood of his mother 0 . 

In the mean time, Agrippina % well apprifed of the views and 
artifices of Poppua^ left nothing unat tempted, which thirft of 
power could fuggeft to retain her wonted dominion. Authors, By nvhat 
who lived in thofe times, and to whofe authority Tacitus pays impious 
great deference, tell us, that the luft of ruling tranfported means ^ A- 
her to fuch extravagant and almoft incredible lengths, that grippma 




no lefs repugnant to nature, than that which he foon after com- 
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mitted. Seneca , who was prefent, obferving the prince, while 
he was thus drunk, inclined to yield to the felicitations of his mo- 
ther, for an antidote againft the inticements of one woman, 
had recourfe to another, and introduced Afte. By this means 
the unnatural abomination was prevented ; but the reputation 
of Seneca fomewhat tarnifhed, who might, by fome other ex- 
pedient more worthy of a philofopher, have diverted the prince 
from fo monftrous an impurity. Fabius Rujlicus y a writer of 
thofe times, afcribes this unheard-of paffion, not to Agrippina y 
but to Nero, and adds, that he was refcued from fo great an 
infamy by Afte. But in the detail we have given, all other au- 
thors agree, and it was moreover confirmed in Tacitus' s time by 
Nero re- the teftimony of popular fame. Be that as it will, Nero dread- 
Jefors to in g the infamy, which the bare fufpicion of fuch a detcftable 
dtfiroy her. iniquity would reflect on his character, and being told, that the 

foWiery would never bear the rule of a prince thus contaminated, 
began thenceforth to avoid all private conferences with his mo- 
ther; which gave Poppa a a favourable opportunity of inflaming 
him more and more againft her, till at length fhe worked him 
to a refutation of delivering himfelf by a parricide from one, 
It infuf- v ho, (he faid, was his dread and his torment. He was now 
■pen ft about therefore only in fufpenfe about the means of difpatching her, 
means ' whether by poifon, by the fword, or by any other effeflual 

method. That of poifon was preferred at firftj but to admi- 
nifter it was thought difficult; for if it were done at the prince's 
table, her death would never be believed fudden and accidental, 
fince in the like manner Britahnicus had already perifhed. To 
apply to her own domeftics appeared dangerous. As (he was 
a woman long acquainted with frauds and blood, fhe was upon 
her guard againft all fnares, and armed by counter-poifons 
againft the operation of poifon. How to difpatch her with the 
fword and cover the execution, no one could contrive. It was 
feared too, that none could be found fufficicntly hardened for the 
execution of fuch iniquitous orders. In this perplexity, Anice- 
tus proffered his fervice and his dexterity. He was a franchifed 
Have, and had been tutor to Nero in his infancy j but was now 
commander of the fleet which rode at Mifcnwn. As. he was an 
implacable enemy to Agrippina, and Agrippina to him, he un- 
dertook to contrive a veflel fo, that, by a fudden and artificial 
burfting in the open fea, it (hould overwhelm and drown lier, 
without the leaft warning or apprehcnfion. If fhe were thus 
difpatched by fhipwreck, no one, he faid, could afcribo her 
death to the malice and contrivance of men. Nero was plcafcd 
with this device the more, becaufe he had a favourable oppor- 
tunity to put it in execution, as he was then celebrating at Bat* 6 

the folcmn fcftival of Minerva called £^iinquatrus y which be- 
gan 
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gan on the nineteenth of March, and Jafted five days. In order He pre- 
to intice his mother thither, he pretended a defire to be recon- * cn d* &'*d 
ciled to her, declaring that children ought to bear with the hu- » e f*f°r 
mours of their parents ; and that, for himfelf, it behoved him 
to forget all paft provocations, and be fincerely reconciled to a 
tender mother, whofe gift was the power and empire which he 
fwayed. A general rumour of this pretended difpofition was 
immediately fp read abroad, reached rfgrippina^ and found cre- 
dit with her, women being naturally prone to believe what 
feeds their willies, and promi'fes matter of joy. At the fame 
time, he wrote a letter to her, filled with the moft tender ex- 
preflions of filial affedUon and duty, inviting her to pafs the 
feftival with him at Bat a. rfgrippina, not fufpetting any trea- 
chery, tho* well pra£tifed in the dark devices of the court, de- 
ferred no longer her departure; but imbarquing at Antium, 
where ftie then was, failed to Bauli (E), an imperial villa be- 
tween the cape of Mtfenum and the gulph of Baza?. Thither 
Nero haftened to receive her, met her upon the fhore, prefented 
her his hand, embraced her, and conducted her to the caftle. 
Not far from the fhore, amongft feveral other veffels belonging 
to the emperor and the noble men of his court, rode that which 
had been contrived by J?iicetus, more pompous and gaudy than 
the reft, as if Nero by that diftinclion intended frefh honour to 
his mother. But flie having had fome intimation of the plot, 
tho* doubtful whether £he fliould believe it or not, when invited 
on board, declared (he chofe to go to Baiee by land; and ac- . r ^°y / T 
cordingly was carried thither in a fedan. Upon her arrival, the ^^dand 
behaviour of Nero, obliging beyond exprefHon and free from jH^of 
all manner of affe elation, allayed her fears; for Nero^ during ftUal ten- 
her ftay there, treated her with the utmoft magnificence, yielded dernefi, 

(E) This villa belonged firft to Hortenftus the celebrated orator, 
and afterwards to dnto?tia 9 the wife of Dru/us (41). At this time 
it was poflefled by the emperor, and long after by Symmacbus, who 
defcribes it, and gives the etymology of its name in the following 
verfes : 



Hue dcus Alcides ft ah til and a armenta coegit 

Eruta Geryortis de /are tergeminL 
Jnde recens arras corrupta Boaulia Baulos 

Nuncupate occulta nominis iridic: o. 
J&b Di<vo ad proceres dominos for tun a cncurrlt 

Varna loci obf euros ne pateretur heros, 
fianc celcbra*vit opum ftlix Hortevjius au/at/i, 

Contra Arpiriatem qui ft et it eloquio. 



(4.1) Plin. L ix. c. 55. 
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to her at table the moft honourable place, entertained her with 
great variety of diverfions, granted her all the favours (he aflced 
in behalf of herfelf or her friends, and, in converfing with her, 
broke fometimes out into Tallies of youthful gaiety, difcourfing 
at other times with a compofed and grave air of weighty affairs, 
as if he repofed in her an intire confidence and fought her coun- 
fcl. Having, with thefe infnaring careffrs and hollow fondnefs, 
removed all her fufpicions, he drew out the laft banquet till the 
nighjt was far fpent; and in the mean time gave private orders 
to the commander of one of his galleys, to run foul of that 
which had conveyed Agrippina to Bouli and difable it, thatfhe 
might be obliged to imbajque on the fatal veflel. When the ban- 
quet was over, Nero acquainted her with the misfortune which 
had happened to her own veflel, begged her to accept of the 
other, and ordered the admiral himfelf, Anicetus* to attend her 
to Ant turn. The emperor attended her in perfon to the more, 
and at parting hung upon her neck, killing her eyes, killing 
her bofom with fuch tendernefs, that he left it uncertain, as 
our hiflorian obferves, whether he meant by that paflionate be- 
haviour to cloak his horrid defign, or whether his fpirit, how- 
ever fierce and favage, could not withftand the more powerful 
efforts of nature, at the laft fight of a mother juft going to 
perifh p. 

The fea proved fmooth and calm, the night clear, and the 
ftars flione in full luftre, as if all this, fays our hiftorian, had 
been concerted by the providence of the gods, that fo black a 
murder might not remain undifcovered, by being afcribed to the 
malignity of winds and waves. Agrippina , when fhe imbarqued 
was attended only by two perfons, Crepercins Galius 9 who flood 
in the fteerage, and a lady named Aceronia PoIIa, who lay at 
her feet, and was entertaining her with the pleafing difcourfe of 
the remorfe of her fon and his fincere reconciliation, when all 
on a fudden, upon a fignal given, the deck over that quarter 
was loofened ; and being purpofely loaded with a great quantity 
of lead, funk violently down, and cruflied Crepercius to death. 
•Agrippina and Aceronia were defended by the pofts of the bed 
where they lay, which happened to be too flxong to yield to the 
weight; neither did the veflel open as had been concerted, fuch 
of the mariners as not had been intrufled with the plot, obstruct- 
ing the meafurcs of thofe who were. The latter, finding this 
expedient defeated, ftrovc to bear the vefTel down on one fide, 
and fo fink her 5 but the other mariners, not privy to the defign, 
at the fame time ftruggling to prcferve her, by ballancin£ the 
contrary way, {he was not at once fwallowcd up, but funk by 

* Tacit, c 4. Suet. c. 34. Dio.l. bci. p. 69?. 
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degrees; fo that Agrippina and Accronia fellfoftly into the fea. A gripping 

The latter fcreaming out, for the more fpeedy relief, that fhe dffigncdly 

was Agrippina, and paflionately calling upon the mariners to fue-^#~ 

cour the prince's mother, was by them purfued with their poles twrec ^- 

and oars, and fo (lain. Agrippina never opened her mouth, and Sbeef- 

being therefore lefs known, efcaped, with one wound only on capes. 

herihouJder; and, what with fwi mming, what with the timely 

afiiflance of fome fifher-bo^ts which rowed out to fuccour her, 

reached the lake Lncrinusj and was thence conveyed to her own 

villa. There reflecting upon, the danger which fhe had efcaped, 

the fate of Aceronia, miftaken for herfelf and defigncdly flain, 

tlie manner in which the veffd, under the fhelter of the Chore, 

not toiled by winds, nor ftriking upon rocks, had yielded in its 

upper part and been purpofely overfet, file concluded, that for 

this very end fhe had been indeed by the fraudulent letters of 

her fon, and for this treated by him with fuch extraordinary 

marks of honour. However, fhe thought it advifeable to dif- And dif- 

fcmble the whole, and however well apprifed of thefe black de- fembks her 

vices, to ac~r as if fhe faw them not. With this view fhe dif- apprehen- 

patched Agerinus her freedmnn, to acquaint the emperor vAAi/tons t 

the danger fhe had efcaped by the providence of the gods and 

his imperial fortune, and to intreat him, that, however alarmed 

at the misfortune which had threatened his mother, he would 

poftpone the trouble of vifiting her; for what fhe only flood in 

need of at prefent was reft. In the mean time, difguifing her 

fear and counterfeiting perfect fecurity, fhe caufed her wound 

to be drefled ; and calling for the laft will of Aceroni'a, ordered 

all her effects to be regiftered and fealed up *. 

As to Nero, he had pafTed the night in great uneafinefs and 
anxiety, attending the fuccefs of his defign; and while he was 
hourly expecting expreffes to apprife him, that the parricide was 
executed, tidings arrived, that his mother had efcaped only with 
a flight wound. At this he was ftruck with terror and difmay, jsj ero ? 
not doubting, but her fierce fpirit, bent upon hafty revenge, fears upon 
would either arm the flaves, liir up the rage of the foldiery the efcape 
againft him, or recur with a tragical reprefentation of the whole of bis mo- 
plot to the fen ate and people. Thus terrified and difmayed, he ther* 
immediately fent for Burrhus and Seneca* who perhaps had not 
before, fays Tacitus, been acquainted with the confpiracy. To 
them he notified his difappointmcnt, and told them, that in the 
prefent emergency, he had no refourcc, no protection, no one 
to advifc with, but them. They both kept long filence, either 
oecaufe rhey thought it was in vain to diiTuade him from a defign 
on which they faw him bent, or becaufe they believed matters. v 

3 Tacit, c. 9. Dio.p. 695* 
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already puflied fo far* that unlefs Agrippina foon perifhed, Nero 
certainly muft. At length Seneca, who ufed always to fpeak 
the firft, looked at Burr bus y as if he afked him, whether or* 
ders for the difpatching of Agrippina might not be trufted to 
the foldiery under his command ? Burr bus underftood him, and 
anfwered, that the praetorian- guards were fo zealoufly attached 
to the name of the Ceefars y fo fond of the family and memory 
of Germanicusy that they would never engage in any cruel or 
bloody attempt againft their defcendants. He added, that Am- 
Anicetus cetus ou g n * to accomplifli what he had begun. Anicetus under- 
undertakes without hefitation to acquit himfelf of his engagement ; 

tofimjk ana< Nero crying out, that Anicetus prefented him that day with 
the murder, the empire, urged him to ufe difpatch, taking with him whom 

he pleafed to aflift him. In the mean time, Agerinus arriving 
from Agrippina^ with the news of her difafter and efcape, wat 
immediately admitted to the emperor, by whofe orders, as he 
was delivering his mefTage, a dagger was dropped between his 
legs ; and then, as if he had been fent to murder the prince, he 
was immediately loaded with irons, and dragged to prifon. This 
fable was forged to fupport another; for Nero intended to give 
out, that his defrru&ion had been concerted by his mother, and 
that fhe, upon the difcovery of her treafon, had put an end to 
her own life, to avoid the punifliment (he deferved h . 

Zeal of the ^ N t ^ ie mean t * me J tne danger which threatened Agrippina & 
totuhce 6 ^ ea ' anc ^ was l°°k e d u P°n as ^e effect of chance, flying abroad^ 
upon dif- tne P e °ple from all quarters flocked to the fhore to aflift her ; 
covering fome crouded into barques and fktffs; others entered the fea, 
her dan- and waded as deep as their height would permit; nay, fome 
ger. ftretched out their arms, as it were to catch and receive her: fo 

that the whole coaft refounded with lamentations for her misfor- 
tune, vows for her deliverance, £nd the indiftin£b clamour of a 
multitude, folicitous about her fafety. When they underftood, 
that fhe was out of danger, they all haftened to congratulate 
her upon her efcape. But, in the mean time, Anicetus arriving 
with an armed band of mariners, they all difperfed; and the 
franchifed flave, having befet the villa with a guard, burft open 
Her houff the gates, fecured fuch of her flaves as offered to flop him, and 
befet with advanced to the very door of her chamber, which he found 
armed guarded by a fmall number of her friends, who, at the fight of 

fo many armed men, betook themfclves to flight, and left her 
with one maid only, who lay in the room with her. She was 
already very anxious and uneafy, that no foul had yet arrived from 
her fan,* nor had even Agerinus returned, when (lie heard afud* 
Jen noife and tumult at the door of her chamber ; which fo ter- 

* 

h Tacit, c. 6. Dio. p. 695. Suet. ibid. 
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rified her maid, that ftarting up, (he too was about to depart; 
which Agrippina perceiving, T7jou Ukevuife^ faid flh'.', art going 
to abandon me: and that moment Anicetus, having forced open 
the door, entered her chamber, accompanied by Herculeus^ cap* 
tain of a galley, and Oloaritus, a centurion of the navy. The 
princefs, tho' well apprifed of their defign, yet addrefling them 
with great intrepidity, If you are come, faid fee, from the empe- 
ror, to be informed of my health, I can acquaint him, that I am 
well refrefljed and recovered ; if upon any bloody defign, I will 
never believe you commijfioned by my [on \ ?ny fan cannot command 
a parricide. But the aflailins, without returning her any anfwer, 
placed themfelves round her bed ; for in her chamber was a 
fmall light, and Hcrculeus the firft difcharged a blow upon her 
head with a great club- Oloaritus the centurion inftantly drew 
his fword to difpatch her ; but (he, notwkhftanding the blow 
{he had received, flarting up, prefented her belly, crying with 
a loud voice, Strike me here\ this carried and brought forth fuch 
amonjler as Nero. In uttering thefe words, fhe was pierced with ~ r ****** 
a multitude of wounds, and expired *. In thefe particulars all cr ' 
authors agree; fome add, that Nero afterwards fu.veyed the 
naked body of his mangled mother, viewed her limbs, and ex- 
tolled their fymmetry and beauty j but this is denied by others, 
and feems inconfiftent with the concern which he afterwards 
Ihewed. That very night her corpfe was burnt without any 
pomp or folemnity, being carried to the pile upon no other bed 
than that which fhe lay upon at her meals. Her bones were in- 
terred by her domeftics, who, after the death of Nero, raifed 
her a vulgar tomb upon the road to cape Mifenum, adjoining to 
a villa which formerly belonged to Ccsfar the dictator. Mnejier y 
one of Jier freedmen, as foon as her funeral pile was lighted, run 
himfelf thro.' with a fword, whether from grief and affecYion 
for her, or from dread of fome terrible doom, which he appre- 
hended hanging over his head, was never known. Thus died 
the celebrated Agrippina, daughter to Gcrmanicus, grand-daugh- 
ter to Agrippa, and great grand-daughter to Augufius, fifter to 
one emperor, wife to another, and mother to a third. This 
doom (he had defcrved by along train of crying iniquities, long 
before it overtook her; nay, we arc told, that (he was warned 
of it many years before by the Chaldeans, who being confulted 
by her concerning the fortune of Nrro, and anfwering, that he ^.'^ 
would certainly rcimi and kill his mother; Let him hill me, faid ,[ ,f °, m _ 
^ fo he do but reign K ' lo.gb^e, 

1 Tacit, c. ; f 8. Dio. p. 60/S. Suet. c. 24. k Tacit. 
c -9- i>io. Svet. ibid. 

The 



158 The Roman Hijlory. Book: III, 

The fcenc of this horrible iniquity being over, the emperor 
began to reflect within himfelf on the enormity of his guilt; a 
• mother inhumanly murdered, to whom he owed his life and 

Nero' j empire! With this thought he pafled the reft of the night in 
agonies dreadful agonies, now dumb, motionlefs, with his eyes fixed, 
mp9H her then Starting up amazed and trembling. Thus wild and ghaffly, 
death. he waited the return of day, which, he apprehended, would 

bring upon him fome dreadful and final doom. Burr hits was 
the firft who afforded him fome comfort in the mid (I of thefe 
horrors, by perfuading the tribunes and centurions under his 
command to congratulate the prince upon his thus happily 
efcaping the enormous treafon devifed by his mother. Their 
example was followed firft by the emperor's friends, and next 
by the neighbouring communities of Campania ', who terrified 
their joy by facrifices to the gods, and embaffi.es to the prince. 
He a feels Nero himfelf, by a quite oppofite diffimulation, pretended to be 
forronv. inconfolably grieved for the death of his mother, anfwering thofc 

who ftrove to comfprt him, that he hated a life, which upon 
fuch terms had been faved. However, as the face and afpedW 
places cannot change like the countenannes of men, the fight of 
that coaft and thofe fhores, where the parricide had been perpe- 
trated, filled him with continual horrors j befides, there were 
fome, who imagined they heard horrid ihrieks and wailings 
from /lgrippi?ia\ tomb, and a mournful found of trumpets 
from the neighbouring clifts and hills. Nero therefore flying 
from fuch tragical places, which inceflantly reproached him 
with th? crying grcatnefs and enormity of his crime, withdrew 
H ,'larrn *° ■^7/»Zr.y, whence he fent letters to the fenate, acquainting 
her ivirh them, that jlgcrinus, a freed man of Agrrppina, had been fent 
many by her to aflailinatc him; but had been timely apprehended, 
crimes. and that ftvi had thereupon laid violent hands upon herfelf, with 

the fame guilty confeience which had prompted her to attempt 
upon the life of her fun. To this he added a detail of her crimes 
traced along way hack; he even afcribed to her all the vile 
meafures and black iniquities of the reign of Claudius* and con- 
chid, d, that her death ought to be looked upon as a public 
lik fling, and afcribed t.) the aufpicious fortune of the Roman 
flute. This l' tter was compofed by Seneca* who thereupon 
w.is fever ly renfurcd, and indeed not uudefervedU*, by all men 
o( honour and virtue. No one believed the pretended confpi- 
Th* fat- rac y » ^ ut nevcrthelefs the fenators, with wonderful heat and 
s iy'u/ths competition, ftrove to fuip.ifs one another in decreeing new 
tliiatc, honours to Nero on this occafion. The following folemnicks 



:re therefore ordained, that at all the altars public devotions 
fhould he obferved ; that the feaft of Alinrrzui, during which 



the confpiracy was dcuiled, fiiould be ceJj'jralwl with annivcr- 

fjry 
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fary plays for ever ; that the ftatue of that goddefe in gold 
fliould be placed in the fenate-houfe, and clofe by it that of the 
emperor; and laftly, that the anniverfary of Jgrippina fliouUl 
be infer ted in the number of unlucky days. Tbrafca Pectus * 
of whom we mail have frequent occafion to fpeak in the courfe 
of this reign, walked out of the fenate as foon as the emperor 7 s 
letter was read, chufmg rather to provoke the vengeance of 
Nt-roy than give his afTent to fuch fervile, flattering, and ini- 
quitous decrees; but there was not a man in the fenate, who 
had fo much honour and integrity as to follow his example. And j? n .{ ea „ 
now Nero, to heighten the public hatred towards his mother e- JQUrs to 
and blacken her memory, as if fhe had checked his natural in- blacken be 
clination to mercy, reftored to their native country and eftates memory. 
feveral perfons of diftin&ion, who had been formerly by her 
doomed to exile. He likewife pardoned Iturius and Calvijius^ 
of whom we have fpoken above, and fuffered the body of Lot- 
iia Paulina , who had ended her courfe at Tarcntnm, to be 
brought home, and repofited in the tomb of her illuftrious an- 
ceftors. Notwithftanding thefe a£fe of clemency, the emperor 
could not prevail upon himfelf to return to Ro?ne, dreading to 
appear, after his parricide, before the fenate and people. But 
the abandoned profligates of his court, and no court upon earth, 
fays Tacitus, ever abounded with more, affured him, that the 
very name of Jgrippina was generally abhorred ; infomuch, 
that by her death he had fecured for ever the affections both of 
the people and fenate. Hereupon he proceeded to Rome, where He is re- 
he was received with a more forward and officious zeal, than ceiled at 
even his flattering courtiers had promifed him. The feveral Rome 
tribes in diftincl: bodies came forth to meet him, and likewife w*7£ ex- 
the fenate in their robes, with mighty crouds of women and traardh:a- 
children, ranged into feparate clafTes according to their fex and r jf atttr S* 
age. Where-cvcr he pafled, plays and fhows were exhibited 
with all the pomp and parade of a folernn triumph. Elated with 
pride upon fuch a reception, he repaired, like a triumphant 
viclor, to the capitol, and there paid his vows and oblations ! . 
But all thefe tokens of joy and approbation could not fmother 
the reproaches of his own confeience; the horrors of his guilt 
never forfook him; he owned, that the furies purfued him with 
»ripcs, and rage, and burning torches; his dread was fome- 
ttmes fo great, that every joint of him trembled; he applied to 
tnc ^magicians, and endeavoured, by one of their facrifices, to 
c allup theghoft of his mother, and intreat her to forgive him; 

fomc time after, when he travelled into Greece, though 
to was mighty defuous of aflifting at the Elcufine ceremonies, 



1 Tacit, c 11 — 13. Dio. 1. Ui. p. 796. 
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yet his Heart failed him, and he withdrew as foon as 
ih* rr'xer commanding with a loud voice, all impious 



heard 



encomiums 



fane perfons to depart ro . m 

As no one would take upon him to give the emperor whol- 
fome advirc, but, on the contrary, all confpired to deceive 
him with fervile flattery, and to commend even his molt enor- 
mous excefles, he abandoned himfelf without controul to all 
He diverts nis extravagant palTicns. He was chiefly fond of two diversions, 
bimfdf both highly unbecoming his rank and ftation, viz. of driving a 
wtb tba- chariot and flnging to the harp in a theatrical habit Seneca 
riot-driv- and Burrbus had thought it advifeable to indulge him from the 
*»g* beginning in the former, in order to divert him from the latter, 

which they thought a more (hameful and unmanly employment. 
Thus a piece of ground in the Vatican was inciofed with a 
wall, that he might there exert his dexterity in driving, with- 
out being expofed to the view of a promifctious croud of fpefla- 
tors; but now he was defirous of being publicly feen, and even 
invited to the fight the populace, who failed not to magnify him 

and loud acclamations. As the emperor 

Msm 9 } bringing many others under the fame infamy 

If*'"** 0 - hJaouid leffen 'his own, he introduced, as aaors, into the 
mans to theatre, feveral noble Romans , defcended from llluftnous fami- 
debu fe lies, but decayed and through indigence become venal. He 
themfd<ves likewife engaged with great rewards feveral Roman knights to 
upon the undertake the acting of parts in public reprefentations. How- 

ever, that he might not yet debafe himfelf in the common 
theatre, he inftituted a fort of plays called juvenales? which 
were exhibited in private houfes or gardens, perfons of the firft 
quality, nay, many who had borne the chief offices of the ftate, 
a&ing in them, and degrading themfelves to imitate the port 
and buffoon ry of the Greek and Roman mimics, even in their 
moft obfeene gefticulations- The contagion even reached ladies 
of the greatrft diftin&ion, who, in imitation of the prince and 
his court, had their siffemblies and reprefentations too in % 
grove planted by Augujlus* where booths were built, and in 
them fold whatever incited to fenfuality and wantonnefs. Thus 
was even the outward appearance of virtue banilhed the city* 
and all manner of avowed iewdnefs, depravity, and diflolutenels 
introduced in its room, men and women being engaged in a 
contention to outvie each other in glaring vices and fecnes ol 
impurity. At length Nero could forbear no longer, hut too* 
the harp, and mounted the. public flage, trying the firings wuti 
much attention and care, and ftudying his part. About him 
flood his companions and a cohort of the guards, with many 

m Suet. c. 34. 
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tribunes and centurions, and Burrhus their commander, fad ori 
this infamous occafion, but praifing Nero while he grieved for 
him. At this time, he inrolled a body of Roman knights* in titled 
the knights of Auguftus, young men diftinguifhed by the bloom 
of their years and ftrength of body, but all profefled profligates. 
As the emperor fpent whole days and nights in finging and 
playing upon the harp, the whole bufinefs of thefe knights was 
to commend his perfon and voice, to extol the beauty of both 

by names and epithets peculiar to the gods, and to fing his airs 
about the ftreets n . 

The next year, Nero entered upon his fourth confulfhip, 
having Cojfas Cornelius Lentulus for his collcgue, and held that 
dignity for fix months- This year he inftituted, for the im-» 
provement of wit and genius, contefts of eloquence and poetry, 
with other games to be exhibited every fifth year ; whence they 
were ftyled quinqueyinial games. On this occafion the players 
and pantomimes, who had often caufed great animofities, were 
recalled and reftored to the ftage. During thefe fports a comet <d comet 
appeared, which, according to the perfuafion of the vulgar, appears. 
always portended a change of princes ; hence, as if Nero had 
been already depofed, it became the topic of general inquiry, 
who mould be chofen to fucceed him, and the name of Rubel- 
lius Plautus was on this occafion in every one's mouth. He 
was, by his mother Julia the daughter of Drufus, defcended 
from the family of the Cafars, and had acquired great reputa- 
tion by the integrity of his life, and a ftridfc adherence, not- 
withstanding the general corruption, to the venerable inftitu- 
tions and fevere manners of the primitive Romans. At the 
fame time, as Nero was fitting at an entertainment at a place 
called Sublaqueum* oh the banks of the Simbruine lake, a flafh 
of lightning darted upon the repaft, fcattered the difhes, over- 
turned the table, and, while the emperor was drinking, ftruck 
the cup out of his hand. As this happened in the neighbour- 
hood of Tibur^ whence Plautus was originally fprung by his 
father's fide, the people believed, that he was appointed and 
marked out by the gods to fucceed Nero. All this alarmed Ne-d 
Nero i who thereupon wrote to Plautus^ that he would do well aLrmed, 
to confult the peace and tranquillity of Rome, by withdrawing 
to his pofteflions in AJiai where he might enjoy the bloom of ^belVus 
his life free from intrigues of faction, fraught with ambiguity pi autu ' s/tf 
and danger. Upon this warning, Vlautus* who had long fince 
buried himfelf in retirement, fhunning and dreading power, left £ ua> 
Rome 9 and, with Anttftia his wife and a few friends, haftencd 

n Tacit, c. 15. 
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to AJia. This year, Nero appointed Tigrancs (F) king of Ar- 
menia which the brave Corbulo had reduced, and beftowed 
upon him a body of guards, viz. a thoufand legionaries, three 
cohorts of confederates, and two wings of horfe, to fupport 
him in maintaining his new realm. Corbulo* having thus com- 
pleted the reduction of Armenia* left that country, and with- 
drew into Syria i a province affigned him upon the death of 
Numidius ^uadratus the late governor In the clofe of the 
year, Vibius $ecundus* a Roman knight, was, upon the accu- 
fation of the Moors* condemned for extortion and expelled 
Italy. 

The flat e The following year, C&fonius Partus and Petronius Turpi- 
of affairs lia?ius being confuls, the Romans fuffered a dreadful flaughter 
in Britain. i n Britain. A. Didius* who fucceeded OJlorius* as we have 

related above, did no more than juft maintain what his prede- 
ceflbrs had conquered. His fucceflbr Veranius* having only in 
fome incur fions ravaged the territories of the Si lures* was pre- 
vented by death from any further profecution of the war. He 
was highly efteemed in his life-time for the feverity of his man- 
ners ; but in his laft-will he betrayed a fervile ambition and 
court to power : for after many expreflions of flattery beftowed 
upon Nero* he added, that to his obedience he would have fub* 
jeered all Britain* had he lived but two years longer. He was 
Suetonius fucceeded by Suetonius Paulinus* Corbulo* s competitor in the 
Paulinus fcience of war, and univerfally efteemed Jn all refpefls equal to 
fent into that great commander. Paulinus therefore, hoping to reap as 
Britain, much renown from the intire reduction of Britain* as Corbuk 

had done from that of Armenia* bent his mind upon that enter- 
prife, though Nero had then, as we are told, fome thoughts of 
withdrawing the Roman forces and abandoning the ifland. 

° Idem, c. 26. 

(F) Tigranes wa9 grandfon, or rather great -grandfon to Arche- 
laus, formerly king of Cappadocia ; for he was the grandfon of 
Alexander, who was put to death by his own father Herod king of 
Judaa, and of Glapbyra, the daughter of Arcbelaus. His father 
was likewife named Alexander. He was nephew to another Ti- 
granes, likewife king of Armenia, who was put to death under 
Tiberius, in the twenty- fecond year of that prince's reign, and 
thirty -fixth of the chriflian a?ra {4.2). Tacitus tells us, that as tail 

Jjrince had patted many years at Rome in the quality of a hoftoge, 
lis fpirit was miferably debafed, even to a degree of abje&ednefs 
and Servitude (43). 

(42} Jofepb. antiq. /. xviii. r. 7. (43) Tacit, anna I. I. xiv. 
r. 26. 
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During the fir ft two years of his government, the Roman ge- 
neral commanded with no left fuccefe than he had done formerly 
in Africa , fubdued frefh nations, reduced with indefatigable 
pains feveral caftles, and eftablifhed garifons to keep in awe the 
countries which he had brought under fubje£tion. Truftingto 
thefe garifons, he left the country behind him expofed to the 
enemy, and went to attack the ifland Mona? now dnglefey^ 
which fupplied the revolters with fuccours, and was a common 
place of retreat to the fugitives. He built a great number of 
boats with broad and flat bottoms, the eafier to approach a (hore 
full of fhallows. Upon thefe the foot were wafted over, and 
the horfe followed, partly by fording, partly by fwimming. On 
the oppofite Ihore ftood numerous bodies of men well armed, 
and amongft them appeared troops of women, running* like 
furies, to and fro, difmally clad in funeral apparel, witli their 
hair flying about their flioulders, and torches in their hands. 
Round them werefcen their priefts, the Druids? uttering, with 
their hands lifted up to heaven, dreadful imprecations, and in- 
voking vengeance. The amazing novelty of the fcene ftruck 
the Roman foldiers with difmay ; they ftood motionlefs with 
their bodies expofed, like fo many marks, to the darts of the 
enemy, till encouraged by the repeated exhortations of the ge- 
neral to (hake off* the fcandalous terror infpired by a band of 
raving women and fanatic priefts, they advanced the enfigns, ft e reg f uces 
put to the rout the diforderly rabble, and drove them into the tbeijla?id 
fires they had kindled. The ifland being thus eafily reduced, a 0 f Angle- 
garifon was eftablifhed to bridle the vanquifhed, and the groves, fey. 
dedicated to their bloody fuperftitions, cut down; for in them 
they facrificed the captives taken in war, and confulted their 
intrails, in order to difcover the will of the gods p. 

While Suetonius was thus employed, tidings were brought 
him of the fudden revolt of the province, the occafion of which 
is thus related by Tacitus? who lived near thofe times : Prafu- % 
tagus? the late king of the Icenians? a prince renowned for his ji Qn 0 j* fh 
opulence and grandeur, had by his laft will left the emperor revolt of 
join their with his own two daughters, hoping by that fignal in- /^Britons, 
ftance of loyalty to fecurc his kingdom and family from all injury 
and violence. Butthis fcheme produced a quitecontrary effect; for, 
under colour of taking pofTcllion of the emperor's new inheri- 
tance, the kingdom became a prey to the centurions; thedeccafed 
prince's houfc was plundered by rapacious officers ; his wife Bo- 
adicia y or Z?<?W/V^ y ignominioufly violated with ftripes ; his daugh- 
tersdifhonoured ; all the principal Icenians ftripped of their he- 
reditary pofTdfions, and the relations of the late king kept in bonds 

? Idrni, c. 29. Sc vir. Agr. c. 14. 
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and treated like flaves. Inraged by thefe indignities and dread- 
ing oppreflions ftill more fevere, they took advantage of the ab- 
fcnce of Poullmis^ and began to deliberate about making off 
the yoke, which they could no longer bear. In their private 
afTemblies they ftrovc to inflame one another, by recounting 
their federal grievances, exaggerating the miferies of bondage, 
and heigntenin ? the injuries they muft expeft, when reduced to 
Their grit-- a province. <fc Our patience, faid they, avails us nothing, fur- 
wun^i. s . ther than to encourage our tyrants to lay heavier burdens up- 

cc on a people, who thus tamely bear any. To fuch height is 
cc i<ur t-ppi r^Tion grown, that nothing whatever is exempt from 
ct their .ivarice, nothing from their luft- They feize our 
*• Kmfes, infult our wives, force away our children, and ob- 
c * lige our youth to lift j and to all this we tamely fubmit, tho' 
4 4 it be in our power to redeem ourfclves from fuch contume- 
cc lious tyranny ; for what a fmall force would all the foldiers 
6C arrived in the ifland appear, would the Britons but compute 
* c their own numbers ? It was from this confederation that Ger- 
fit many threw off the yoke, tho* defended only by a river, and 
*' n >t, like this, by the ocean. Our country, our wives, our 
fct parents and children, animate us to take arms, and behave 
<c like men ; whereas our oppreflbrs are only prompted by their 
* c f »rdid avarice and brutal fenfuality. Let us but imitate the 
44 bravery of our forefathers, and not be difmayed with the 
cc iftue of an encounter or two, and we fhallfee thefe robbers. 
46 withdraw from the ifland, as their deified y alius did for- 
* c merlv." With thefe and the like fpeeches, they eafijy pre- 
vailed upon the Trinobantcs, and feveral other nations, to join 
their forces, and attempt the recovery of their antient liberty, 
as tire only means to redeem themfclves from the oppreflions 
they groaned under ; for the Britons, even in thofe days, chear- 
fully complied, as Tacitus obferves, with the impofition of taxes 
and all duties enjoined by their governors, provided they re- 
ceived no illegal treatment. This they could not brook, nor 
did the Romans , fays the fame hiftorian, any further ftibdue 
them, than to bring them to obeyjuft laws: they abhorred un- 
juft encroachments, and would never fubmit to be flaves The 
Trinobantes were moreover animated to take arms by their im- 
placable hatred towards the veterans lately planted in the colony 
of Camalodunum 9 who, encroaching upon the inhabitants, 
thru ft them out of their houfes, fpoiled them of their heredi- 
tary lands, and, adding fcorn to opprefllon, treated them with 
the vile titles of captives and Haves. Another alarming grievance 
was a temple built and dedicated to the late emperor Claudius, 

* Tacit, annal. c. ji.&vit. Agr. c. if, 16. 
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ivhich was a great eye-fore to them, and looked upon by all as 
a bad<*e and bulwark of eternal flavery. Befides, the priefts ap- 
pointed to minifter in the temple, under the cloak of religion, 
devoured the whole fubftance of the inhabitants, and reduced the 
moft wealthy amongft them to beggar}'. Neither did it appear 
an ardous undertaking to deflroy a colony no- wife fecured by 
fortifications ; for the Ramans, not yet well acquainted with the 
temper of the Britons , had confulted only their accommodation 
and plcafure. To thefe grievances Dion CaJ/ius adds, that Ca- 
ins D*cia?ius, the imperial procurator, exe;cifed a tyranny no 
lefs cruel over their fubftance and fortunes, than the governor 
did over their bodies and lives : and that Seneca* having with 
fair promifes inveigled the Britons to borrow vaft fums of him, 
telling them, that for repayment they fhould take their own 
time, all on a fudden demanded both principal and intereft, 
which iniquitous demand reduced the injured Britons to defpair r . 
Thus provoked by the heavieft fufFcrings, and invited by the 
opportunity of the abfence of Paulinus, the Icenians and Trino- 
bantes* the former inhabiting the prefent counties of Suffolk, 
Norfolk* Cambridge y and Huntingdon , and the latter thofe of 
EJfex and Middlesex , and all thofe who hated fervitude, una- 
nimoufly took arms under the conduct of Boudicea 9 a princefs fbey rife 
of royal defcent. Tacitus tells us, that the enfuing troubles under the 
were foretold fome time before by leveral figns and prodigies. conduS of 
At Camalodunum the ftatue of Viclory fell down of itfelf with q*f*n Bot- 
her face turned towards the enemy; certain women, tranf- dicea. 
ported with prophetical" fury, terrified the people with denun- 
ciations of impending calamities; in the place, where the colony 
affembled for the bufinefs of the public, was heard a tumultuous 
noife and the accent of ftrangers; the theatre echoed with dif- 
mal howlings ; in the river Thames dreadful appearances were 
fcen ; the ocean appeared all dyed with blood ; and at the de- 
parture of the tide fhapes of human bodies were left imprinted 
on the ftrand. The veterans, in the colony, alarmed at thefe 
omens, fent to Cat us Decianus y procurator of the province, for 
fuccours, Suetonius being then at a great diftance; but he could 
fpare them only two hundred men, and thofe not complete- 
ly armed ; and in the colony itfelf was but a handful of fuldicrs. 
The veterans indeed were for fecuring thcrnfclves by a ditch 
and palifade againft any fudden afl'ault, and removing out of 
the colony their women and old men j but were diverted from 
thefe and all other meafures tending to their fdfety by fome 2?r/- 
'WMi in whofe fidelity they repofed too much confidence. So 
that, while they were utterly unprepared, and as void of cir- 
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cumfpc&ion as if full peace had reigned, the Britons, to the 
number of an hundred and twenty thoufand fighting men, flew 
unanimoufly to arms, aflailed on every fide the foldiers difperfed 
in the forts, and having ftormed and facked the feveral garifons, 
fell upon the colony itfelf as the featand centre of public fervitude, 
took it at the fir ft affault, and after two days fiege the temple, 
whither the Romans were retired in a body. The colony, with 
the temple, they razed, and put every Roman to the (Word. 
After this, upon intelligence that Petilius Cereal is, commander 
of the ninth legion, was advancing to relieve his friends, they 
haftened to meet him, routed his legion, and cut the infantry, 
all to a man, in pieces ; but Cerealis efcaped with the horfe to 
the camp, and there defended himfelf in his intrenchments. 
Catus Decia?ius, the procurator, who had by his rapacious 
avarice driven the province into defpair, and was univcrfally 
hated, upon the firft notice of the revolt, fled, like a coward, 
over into Gaul \ 

Suetonius, upon the firft notice of the revolt, left the ifland 
of Anglcfey, and with undaunted bravery marched through the 
heart of the enemy's country quite to London, a city not ho- 
noured indeed with the title of colony, but full of Roman in- 
habitants, and even then highly famed for the vaft conflux 
of traders, and plenty of all commodities and provifions. Here 
he defigned at firft to fettle his head quarters, and make this 
place the feat and centre of the war,: but afterwards reflecting on 
the fmali number of his men, he refolycd to abandon it, and 
retire to fome more advantageous poft. This refolution threw 
the inhabitants into the utmoft confirmation ; but Suetonius, 
hoping by the lofs of one town tofave the whole province, was 
not, by the tears and wailing of multitudes imploring his pro* 
teclion, diverted from ordering the fignal .for departure to be 
given, taking with him all thofe who were able or willing to 
accompany him. He was no fooncr gone, than the enemy 
made themfclves mailers of the place, and maflacred, without 
diftindtion of fcx or age, all who had ftaid behind. The Ife 
{laughter befel the municipal or free city of Vcrulamiwn, now 
St. Albans, and feveral other towns, in which feventy thoufand 
fouls perifhed, all Romans, or the confederates of Rome. For 
the provoked Britons gave no quarter, and neither took, nor 
fold, nor exchanged prifoners, nor obferved any other law of 
war, but killed, burnt, or crucified all. who had the misfortune 
to fall into their hands, being more inflamed with a defire of re- 
venge, than of victory or booty. In fhort, no kind of cruelty 
was omitted, with which rage and vidlory could poflibly infp^ 
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the hearts of an injured people- Suetonius^ having in the mean 
time drawn together an army of about ten thoufand men, vix. 
the fourteenth legion, with the veterans of the twentieth, and 
auxiliaries from the various garifons, refolved without further de- 
lay to put the whole, as he was diftrefled for want of provifions, 
to the iflue of a battle. With this view he chofe a place ac- Suetonius 
ce&bleonly by a narrow vale, and defended behind by a wood, refoi<ves to 
being well apprifed that the enemy would attack him only in tfje 
front, and that in the open vale no ftratagems or ambufhes were ^ nCons 
to be dreaded. He drew up the legionaries in thick ranks, placing ******* 
round them the light-armed foldiers, and the cavalry on each 
wing. The Britijh army, which was drawn up in great fepa- 
rate bands, fome of foot, fome of horfe, appeared an immenfe 
multitude. They amounted, according to Dion CaJJius, to 
230,000 men, and, according to Tacitus, exhibited the greater! 
multitude, that till then had been feen in arms, and withal, fo 
confident of victory, that they had brought their wives with 
them to be fpe&ators of it from their waggons, which they had 
placed round the borders of the field. Boudicea, who had chiefly 
ftirred up the Britons to this war, was carried about in a chariot 
with her two daughters fitting before her. As fhe traverfcd the BoudiceaV 
field from nation to nation, fhe declared to all, that though it fpeccbto 
was ufual for the Britons to war under the conduct of a woman, her army. 
yet upon this occafion fhe aflumed not the authority of one de- 
(tended from fuch illuftrious anceftors, but appeared upon the 
fame foot with one of the vulgar, feeking vengeance, not for 
the lofs of her kingdom, but for the extirpation of public liberty, 
forthe ftripes inflicted upon her perfon, and the brutilh affronts 
offered to her virgin daughters, fince the Romans were arrived 
at fuch a pitch of unbridled violence, that no age nor fex could 
efcape their fury and contamination: fhe inlarged on the evils 
of tyranny and fervitude, and concluded, that in the impending 
battle the Britons < muft either remain utterly victorious, or 
utterly perifh; that to do one of thefe was the firm purpoie of 
her, who was a woman ; for the men, they might, if they 
pleafed, ftill live, and be doomed to flavery. Suetonius though 
he confided in the bravery of his men, yet he failed not to join 
to it exhortations mixed with intreaties, that they would defpife 
tne favage clamours of the barbarians with all their impotent 
menaces, keep their ranks, and after having difcharged their 
wrts, dofe in with the enemy, and purfue the (laughter with 
* If f P ears and fwords, without any thought of the fpoil, as 
well knowing, that after victory all muft fall to their (hare. The 
general s fpeech was followed by fuch ardor in his men, long 
n «rcu to all the arts and events of battles, that Suetonius, nut 
^ubtmg of the iflue, gave the fignal for the onfcb The le- 
gion 
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gion kept their ground immoveable, flickering themfelves within 
the ftraights of the place, till the enemy, advancing within ar- 
row-mot, had fpent all their darts : upon this advantage they 
rulhed out upon them all at once in the form of a wedge, and 
being fupported by the cavalry and auxiliaries, overthrew all 
who flood next to them : hereupon the reft turned their backs 
and fled, but found it difficult to efcape, the inclofure, made by 
their own carriages, obftrufling their retreat. The Romans gave 
no quarter, but put all to the fword, not fparing even the HveS 
of women, nay they pierced with their darts the very beaftsof 
The Bri- burden, which helped to fwell the mighty heaps of the dead: for 
tons de- we are fQiJ^ t | iat 0 f the Britons were (lain near eighty thoufand; 
featcd whereas the Romans loft only four hundred men. Boudicea, 
'wttb great re f 0 i vet ] not to ou tlive that fatal day, is faid by fome to have ended 
(laughter. ^ er ^ ^ v po ifon; but others write, that fhe died a few days after 

the battle of a natural death. Poenius Pojihumius, prefe&of 
the camp to the fecond legion, upon tidings of the exploits and 
fuccefs of the fourteenth and twentieth legions ft ruck with re- 
morfe for having defrauded his own of equal honour, anddif- 
obeyed, contrary to the laws of military duty, the orders of his 
general, ran hirnfelf through with his fword c . Dion CaJJius dif- 
fers from Tacitus, whom we have followed in his account of 
this battle; for he tells us, that the vidtory continued long doubt- 
ful, that the Britons, though only a diforderly rabble, led on by 1 
a woman, flood their ground againft the embattled legions with 
gre.it intrepidity, and would have tried the fortune* of a fecond 
battle, had they not in the mean time been diiheartened by the 
unexpected death of Boudicea u . The Roman army, after a ge- 
neral review, kept the field under tents, to put an end to the 
war. Their forces were moreover increafed by Nero, whoor- 
dered two thoufand legionaries, eight cohorts of auxiliaries, and 
a thoufand horfe, topafs from Germany over into Britain. Bj 
their arrival the ninth legion Was recruited, and thereupon the 
auxiliaries fent into different parts to deftroy with fire and fwonf 
fuch nations as continued in arms, or appeared fufpicious. But 
nothing aftlicled the unhappy Britons To much as famine; forali 
their hands being employed in the war, they had utterly ncgie#ed 
to cultivate and fow the ground, reckoning upon the ftores and 
Thc &ri- provifmnsof the Romans as their own. However, they contfr 
hotwb tf lu,rt ^'l in anTW » an <l became daily more backward in their in- 
t?7"fd cli nations to peace from the behaviour of "Julius Clajficianuu 
<iLitbfa- wno fuccccding Cat us Decianus as procurator of the province 
ntiw rt7 /. and beinc; .it variance with Suetonius, obftrucled the public g«w 
Uku) in to gratify his piivate pique, giving out, that a new governor 

at ms. 
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would be fent, who, free from the arrogance of a conqueror 
and unacquainted with the preceding conduct of the enemy, 
would treat fuch as fubmitted with more gentlenefe and mercy. 
And truly Suetonius, as Tacitus obferves, though in other ref- 
pe&s a fignal commander, yet treated fuch as furrendered them- 
felves in a very imperious manner, as one who likewife avenged 
his private injuries. At the fame time, Clajpcianus wrote to 
Rome, that there would be no end of war and bloodlhed, un- 
lefs Suetonius was removed, afcribing all the difafters to his ill 
conduct, and the happy fucceft to the aufpicious fortune of the 
republic. Hereupon Polycletus, one of the emperor's freedmen, Polycletus 
was difpatcftW tewjrripecl: the ftate of Britain, Nero conceiving f en t into 
great hopes, that by the authority of his domeflic, not only a Britain, 
reconciliation would be brought about between the governor and 
procurator, but the minds of the difcontented Britons would be 
calmed, and inclined to peace. Polycletus was not backward to 
aflume the employment, but immediately fet out with fuch an 
immenfe train, that he was a burden, as Tacitus tells us, even 
to the wealthy nations of Italy and Gaul, through which he x 
paffed: thence he croffed the channel, and travelled in Britain 
with fuch awful ftate and attendance, as ftruck even the Roman. 
foldiers, accuftomed to the grandeur of Rome, with amaze- 
ment. But to the Britons, among whom reigned popular li- 
berty, he proved an obje6i of derifionj as they were utter 
ftrangers to the power of the imperial freedmen, they were 
amazed, that a victorious general and army, who had fought 
fuch battles, fhould obey a manumifed flave; his authority was 
therefore of no weight with men, who, being brought up in 
the noble principles of liberty, fcorned to pay any deference or 
refpeft to fuch fons of earth, however diftinguifhed and exalted 
by the favours of a court. Hereupon Polycletus, finding the 
Britons were not to be dazzled with outward appearances, re- 
turned to Rome, where he reprefented to the emperor the tranf- 
a&ions and conduit of Suetonius in fo favourable a light, that 
he was continued in the government. However, having fome 
time after loft a few gallies on the fhore with the men who rowed 
them, as if this accident had been a proof, that the war ftill 
continued, he was ordered to refign the government to Petro- Suetoniua 
nius Turpilianus, who had juft ended his confulfhip. As this recalled. 
new governor neither provoked the Britons by any a£fc of hof- 
Jwty, nor was provoked by them, he beftowed on this cowardly 
■naftion the fpecious name of peace. This tranquillity continued 
till the time of Vefpafian, the governors, who fuccccdcd Tur- 
MW/j, following his example, and carefully avoiding to give 
a «y juft caufe of complaint to the Britons-, nay, they did not 
cv <-'n attemnt to recover the ifland of Jlnglcfey^ which about this 
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Britijh affairs in the hiftory of the above- mentioned emperor's 
reign, when we fhall fee the Britons enter the lifts with noble 
armies fent againft them from Gaul and Italy? and conducted by 
generals of great renown. 

During thefe tranfa&ions in Britain, feveral perfons of great 
diftin£tion at Rome were either degraded or baniihed for forging 
a will- Among thefe was dntonius Primus? of whom we {hall 
have frequent occafion to fpeak in the reign of Vefpajian an J 
y/finius Afarce/lus? defcended of an illuftrious family, being the 
great grandfon of the celebrated djinius Pollio? and himfelf 
without any other blemifh in his conduct and manners, feve 
that he believed poverty to be the greater*, of evils. The illuf- 
trious memory of his anceftors, and the intreaties of the em* 
peror, procured him an exemption from the puniflhment dueta 
his crime. With the others privy to thefe deteftable practices 
was condemned and interdicted Italy one Valerius Ponticus? a 
pleader or lawyer, for endeavouring to lave the criminals by the 
quibbles of the law ; and it was decreed, that whoever (hould 
take a fee for fuch vile employment, fhould fuffer the fame pu- 
nifliment as one publicly condemned for calumny. Not long 
after the death of Pedanius Secundus? governor of Rome? mur- 
dered by a flave of his own, occafioned nofmall difturbances in 
the city. According to the antient laws of Rome? all the flaves, 
who lived under the fame roof, were to be involved in the femo 
penalty with the criminal; but fuch was on this occafion the 
uproar of the populace, zealous to fave fo many innocent lives, 
that it proceeded even to fedition. The fenate too was rent into 
parties, fome rejecting with great warmth fuch exceflive rigor, 
while others voted againft any innovation. After a long and 
warm debate, it was carried, that, without companion for the 
number of flaves, for the age of fome, for the fex of others, 
for the undoubted innocence of moft, they fhould be all con- 
demned to death and executed. As they were no fewer than 
four hundred, the populace flocked tumultuoufly together to pre- ' 
vent the execution of fo many innocent perfons. But Nero re- 
primanded them by an edicl:, and with lines of foldiers fecured 
the way, thro* which they were led to the place of execution. 
Cingonhis Varro moved, that the freedmcn too, who abode un- 
der the fame roof, ftiould be for ever expelled Italy \ but Nen 
oppofed that motion, urging, that fince the rigor of the antient 
cultom had not been foftened by mercy, it ought not to be 
heightened by cruelty x . 
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The following year, P. Marius and L. Afmius were con- 
fute ; but refigned the hfbes, according to Onuphrius y Golt- 
pius, and others, in the month of July to Trebellius Maximus 
and Seneca* A decree in the digefts, dated the 25th of Augtifi 9 
feems to favour this opinion. However, fome writers, and 
among the reft Aufonius y maintain, that Seneca never attained 
the dignity of conful. During the adrninifrration of thefe con- Antlilius 
fuls, the praetor Antijlius^ having compofed a poem full of writes a 
contumelious inve&ives againft the prince, and read it to a nu- fatire 
pierous aflembly at a banquet in the houfe of Oftorius Scapula^ a g ain ft 
was arraigned upon the law of majefty by Cojfutianus Capita , Nero, 
a law, which after long difufe was upon this occafion firft re- 
vived. O/iorius declared before the fenate, when he was called 
upon to give his evidence, that he knew nothing of the imputed 
crime 5 but the contrary teftimony of the other witneiles being 
credited, Julius Marullus^ conful ele£fc, voted, that the ao- 
cufed fhould be diverted of his praetorfhip and put to death. 
But Thrafea P<etus y after high encomiums upon Nero, and The gene* 
many bitter invectives againft Antijiius 9 argued, that fince rousfree- 
under ruch an excellent prince the fenate was in its decifions in- * om °f 
fluenced by no biafs or compulfion, and halters and executioners ^nrafea 
were long fince baniihed, the only punifliment they could in- Pastuj ?- 
flift, without bringing themfelves under the imputation of 
cruelty, and the times under that of infamy, was, to confifcate 
the eftate of the criminal, and confine him to a folitary ifland. 
The generous freedom of Tlirafca animated the other fenators, 
fo that they all went readily into his motion, except a fmall 
number of abandoned flatterers, among whom was the famous 
fycophant Vitcllius. The confuls, however, before they gave 
the leaft fan£tion to the decree, thought it advifeable to acquaint 
the emperor with their unanimity, who, after having long 
Sniggled between fliame and refentment, at laft anfwered, that 
fince Antiftius had, without any provocation, uttered fo many 
black inve&ives againft the prince, it was the duty of the fenate 
to decree a punifliment fuitable to the crime. However, as he 
would certainly have oppofed any rigorous fentence, fo he would 
now by no means defeat their mercy j they might therefore 
jletermine as they thought beft, nay, from him they had full 
(cave to difchargc the criminal. From this anfwer it plainly 
appeared, that the emperor was piqued ; but, notwithftanding 
nis difpleafure, neither Thrafea nor the others departed from Antiftius 
the meafu res which they had approved. At the fame time, is only ha- 
Fabric ius Veiento was expelled Italy for writing a fa tire againft nijked, 
the fenate, and making traffic of the prince's favour by felling 
to great offices of the ftate. His writings being doomed to the 
flames, were, as Tacitus obferves, univerfally fought and read, 
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while it was difficult to find them, and dangerous to keep them j 
but when every one was free to poffefs and perufe them, they 
funk into contempt and oblivion This year died, to the 
unfpeakable grief of all good men, the celebrated Burrhus, 
one of the chief friends and fupports of the public; but whether 
by poifon or a difeafe, is not certainly known : the latter was 
imagined, becaufe a fwelling in his throat gradually increafcd, till 
by a total ftoppage of refpiration he died fuffocated. Suetonius * 
and Dion Ca/Ttus * tell us, that Nero, having promifed him a 
remedy againft his diftemper, fent him a venomous medicine. 
This, fays Tacitus, was afTerted by many ; and it was likewfc 
a common report, that Burrhus, being well apprifed of ,t, 
when the prince came to vifit him, turned his face another 1vay, 
and to his repeated inquiries about his health, returned no other 
anfwer than this, / am well. The lofs of fo great and worthy 
a man was long regretted in Rome as well from the memory 
of his own virtues, as from the different charter of his joint 
fucceffbrs ; for Nero appointed two captains of the pnetonaa 
cuards, Fenius Rufus and Sofonius Tigelhnus. The torroa 
was a man of great integrity, but indolent, and an utter eiu , 
to all trouble ; the other infamous for lewdnefs, cruelty, ava- 
rice, and all the moil flagrant iniquities } but in high favour, 
with Nero, and by him aflumed into power from a feUowlbp 
in all his fecret debauches and revels b . , 
And now, one of the champions of virtue being removed* 
the many wicked and evil counfellors, who abounded in the 
emperor's court, attacked the other, »«. Seneca, with mam. 
criminal imputations } namely, that he had already accumulated 
wealth far above the condition of a citizen, and was mfatiaMy 
accumulating more; that fuch was the magnificence of his gar. 
dens, fuch the fplendor of his feats, that in thefe inftances of 
grandeur he excelled even the emperor ; that he was labouring 
to attach to his own perfon the veneration of the Roman i people j 
that he difparaged his Ikill in managing horfes, turned his voice 
into mockery whenever he fung, and to himfelf alone arrogatea 
the praife and perfection of eloquence : they added, that Wt 
was no longer a child, and therefore ought now to begin to 
reien, to difmifs his pedagogue, and to be governed by more 
famous tutors, his glorious anceftors. Seneca was not unap- 
prifed of the efforts of his enemies, and therefore finding m 
emperor had withdrawn his ufual affability, and fhcwed himfc t 
daily more and more referved towards him, he begged an au- 
dience j and having obtained it, he befought the emperor to 
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give him leave to retire, and apply himfelf wholly to the culti- 
vation of his mind and the ftudy of philofophy, intreating him 
at the fame time to accept of his immenfe wealth, his ftatcly 
feats and gardens, his ample pofleflions, Csfr. which were too 
great rewards for the fmall fervice he had rendered him, and 
adminiftered frefli fuel to the raging envy of his enemies. Nero 
replied, that he ftill flood in great need of the wife rules, whol- 
fome counfels, and ufeful precepts, with which he had cherifhed 
his infancy and youth* and therefore could not by any means 
grant him his requeft. <c As to your gardens, feats, and wealth, jsfero'j 
<6 (aid he, there are many favourites, no-wife equal to you in deceitful 
iC worthy accomplHhments, diftinguifhed with larger polLf- fpeccb t* 
tc fions. I blufh to quote freedmen, who are efteemed more him. 
u wealthy than you 5 and am afliamed, that one, who is dear 
<c to me above all others, does not yet furpafs all others in for- 
" tune. If you forfake your prince, and to him furrender 
u your wealth, the treafure returned will be afcribed, not to 
" your moderation, but my rapacioufnefs, and your retreat to 
" the dread of my cruelty. But fuppofe this difintereftedrtefs 
" of yours, this contempt of riches, be generally applauded, 
w yet furely it will reflect no honour upon a wife man to feek 
<c glory from a proceeding, which muft unavoidably bring in- 
" ferny upon his friend.'' To thefe words he added kiffes and 
embraces, fwearing feveral times in a moft folemn manner, 
that he would rather perifti himfelf a thoufand times, than fuffer 
him to be any-ways injured. Seneca returned him thanks for He avoid* 
his kindnels and generality ; but neverthelefs altered his former the court. 
consJuft, received few vifits at home, avoided any train of at- 
tendance abroad, and .appeared feldom in public, as if he were 
confined to his houfe by ill health, or the ftudy of philofophy. 
The retreat of Seneca doubled the authority of T/gellinus, who 
(Jiving curioufly into the fecret fears of the prince, and finding, 
that he chiefly dreaded Plautus and Sylia 9 the one removed 
lately into the eaflr, the other into Gaul, perfuaded him to put 
them both to death, hoping to bear a ftill greater fway with the 
emperor, by thus feeming to confult his defence and fecurity. 
Sylla was difpatched while he was at table, without any appre- Sylla/iif 
henfion of danger, by aflaflins, who in fix days arrived exprefs to death. 
at Mar fei lies, to which city he had been confined. When his 
head was prefented to Nero, its untimely hoarinefs is faid to 
have moved him to unbecoming jefts and derifion. The fen- 
fence awarded againft Plautus was not fo fuccefsfully concealed, 
Lucius AntiJllitSy his father-in-law, receiving private notice of 
it, difpatched to him a freedman of his own, who, outfailing 
the fatal centurion, brought him from his mafter the following 

advice i that he fhould be fure to fhun a cowardly death * that 

he 



174 The Roman Hiftwyl Book III,* 

he had yet leifure to efcape, and could not fail of finding corn? 
paffion from all worthy and generous men ; that if he had once 
repulfcd the fixty foldiers, for fo many were fent to difpatch 
him, he might then, while the tidings were tranfmitting to 
Neroy profecute many fchemes, and lay the foundation of a 
war; at leaft he had nothing more dreadful to fuffer after a 
brave refinance, than what he muft fuffer by a cowardly ac? 
quiefcence- But Plautus, not moved by thefe confederations, 
chofe rather to die, than to preferve his life by kindling a civil 
Plautus 1 * ar (^) > that tne aflafiins, finding him quite unprepared 
murdered. ^ or ^7 refiftance, murdered him in the middle of the day be? 

fore Pelago the eunuch, who was by Nero fet over the centu- 
rion and his band. When the head of the flain was carried to 
Rome, and fhewn to the emperor, / knew not before, faid he, 
by way of raillery, that Rubellius had fo great a nofe. Then 
turning to the confidents of his debauches, What can prevent 
me now, cried he, from inftantly folemnizing my nuptials widj 
Poppxa, a folemnity hitherto deferred through fear of fuch 
men as this ? Afterwards he wrote letters to the fenate, in 
which he inveighed with great bittern efs againft Sylla and-PAw: 
tus, but took no notice of their death. However, the fenate, 
well apprifed of what had happened, decreed proceflions, ap- 
pointed thanks to be publicly returned to the gods, and degrad- 
Nero/wr- cd Sylla and Plautus from the dignity of fenators. Nero, per- 
ties Pop-* ceiving from the decree of the fenate that his moft flagrant ink 
ycea. quities palled for commendable actions, divorced Otlavia with- 
out further delay, alledging that {he was barren (H) j and mar- 
ried 

(G^ He was perhaps chiefly influenced, fays Tacitus, by tender- 
nef ior his wife and children, whom he imagined the prince would 
treat with more mildnefs, were he not incenfed by any inmrrecliott 
or alarms. Some write, that the advices he received from his 
father-in-law were of a quite different nature, importing, that hu 
life was in no danger. Others tell us, that two philofophers, 
Ceranus a Greek and Mu fortius *Tufean 9 encouraged him to waitfoj 
death with unfhaken intrepidity, fmce it would deliver him from 3 
life fubject to eternal anxieties and fears. 

(H) Oelevvia was, as Kro himfelf owned, an eafy wife, modeft 
in her conduct, of an unblcmifhed character, & c* but ltill an eye- 
fore to him from the affection which the people mewed her; hence 
he would have divorced her foon after the death of her father Cla* m 
dins, had not Burrbus oppofed his defign, telling him freely, that 
if he parted with 0$a<via, he muft likewifc part with what fhe had 
Drought him, the empire (44). He feldom admitted her to his bed, 
anfwering his friends, who blamed him for thus neglecting a woman 
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ried Poppaa^ who, to prevent his ever being reconciled to his 
former wife, fuborned one of Qtfavia's domeftics to accufe her, 
of a criminal amour with a flave, named Eucerus , a native oiAlex* 
andria, and one who was famous for playing upon the flute. The 
maids of Ottavia were all examined upon the rack, and, though 
feme, overcome by the exquifite pain of the torture, favoured 
the forgery, yet moft of them maintained, and with great firm- 
nefs vindicated, the unfpotted character of their lady (I). How- 
ever, fhe was firft removed from the palace, and afterwards ba- 
nilhed into Campania^ where a guard of foldiers was placed over 
her. But as the populace openly complained of this cruel treat- 
ment, Nero dreading the refentment of the provoked multitude, 
recalled her foon after to the infinite fatisfa&ion of the Roman peo- The affce- 
pie, who in tranfports of joy crouded to the temples with thank£- tion of the 
giving, overthrew the ftatues of Popp*ea y crowned with flowers people to 
thofe of OStavia^ and carrying her images, as it were, in tri- Oclavia- 
umph, placed them in the great forum and in the feveral temples* 
Hereupon Poppa?a> fearing Nero might change his mind, and, 
to gratify the populace, recal Qttavia to his bed, prevailed up- 
on him, by a fpeech artfully framed to produce both terror and 
wrath, to refolve upon the ruin of the innocent Qftavia. As 
the fiction of the unhappy princefs's intrigue with Eucerus had 
been quite defeated by the teftimony of her maids upon the rack, 
it was agreed to procure fome one, who fliould own himfelf 
guilty with her, and againft whom might be alfo feigned a plau- 
fible charge of meditating a revolution in the ftate. Anicetus* 
who had murdered Agrippina, was judged a proper man for 
this vile purpofe. To him therefore Nero addrefled himfelf, 
and what by promifes, what by menaces, induced him to ac- 
knowledge that he had maintained a criminal converfation with 
Qftavia ; which he had no fooner done, than Nero iflued an 
edict, declaring, that OSfavia , in hopes of engaging the fleet 
in her confpiracy, had corrupted Anicetus the admiral : and for- 
getting that he had juft before accufed her of barrennefs, he 
added, that (he had concealed her fecret lufts, and always de- 
feated her pregnancy by abortion, and that thefe her crimes 

of her merit, that the jewels, ornaments, and title of emprefs were 
fufficient for her. Suetonius tells us, that he often attempted to 
wangle her ( 4 0. 

(I) While Tigcllintts was earncftly prefiing Ottawa? $ maids upon 
tnc rack to deliver themfeives from their torments, by owning their 
lady's guilt, one of them, by name Pythias, returned him this an- 
swer; Cajiiora font muliebria O&wvidr, qua mas tuum. 
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She is Ba- were by him fully detected. Hereupon the unfortunate princefs 

*ijbed 9 and was banifhed to the ifland of Pandataria, and after a few days 
"ft £ r- doomed to die. Thole who were charged with the execution 
ivards c f t hf s crue i an j unjuft fentence, having tied her down with 
dered, bonds, opened all the veins of her body; but as her blood was 

chilled through fear and ifTued flowly, they haftened her doom, 
by ftifling her in the fleam of a boiling bath. After her death 
her head was cut off by a centurion, and carried to Rame* that 
Popper a might have the fatisfa&ion of feeing it, and diverting 
herielf with fo tragical a fpecStacle. Tacitus obferves, that no- 
thing ever filled the hearts of the people with more affe&ing 
companion, than the cruel fufTerings and untimely end of this 
innocent princefe, inhumanly maffacred in the twenty-fecond 
year of her age, under the imputation of a crime more barba- 
rous and piercing than death itfelf, without having ever tafted 
any (hare of happinefs or delight. But the fenate, at this time 
under the emperors, an aflembly of mean-fpirited wretches, in- 
tirely devoted to corruption and fervitude, for this execution, as 
for feme notable deliverance, pompoufly decreed gifts and ob- 
lations to the gods. Such was the debarment of the once great 
and venerable Roman fenate. Fear had flopped their mouths, 
or opened them only to the moft fcandalous {trains of flattery. 
Our hiftorian obferves, here to their eternal infamy, that as 
often as any cruel fentence was pronounced by the prince, as 
often as murders or banifhments were by him commanded, fo 
often were acknowledgments and thankfgivings, by the autho- 
rity of the fenate, paid to the deities c . Ofiavia had been ho- 
noured, as appears from fome medals d , with the title of Aih 
gujta. Nero killed himfelf fix years after on the fame day, if 
Suetonius is to be credited, on which OcJavia was by his orders 
afiaifinated c , that is, on the eleventh of fune. Jlnicetus, as 
one con v idled by his own confeflion, was banifhed into Sardi- 

P I? V n ' a * wncre ne uvec * * n g reat plenty, and died at length by courfe 

of nature. This year died Dorypborus, Pallas, and Romanus* 
all three imperial freedmen of great note, and believed to have 
been poifbned by Nero's orders ; D&yphorus, becaufe he en- 
deavoured to thwart the marriage with Poppaa ; Pallas, be- 
caufe he lived too long, and prevented the prince from enjoy- 
ing his immenfe wealth ; and Romanus, becaufe he brought a 
charge of treafon againft Seneca, which the accufed retorted 
upon him f . 

The following year, when L. Virgin! us Rufns and C. Mem- 
mi us Rrgulus were confuls, the city of Pompeii, which cook 
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its name from Pompey the Great ; was in a great meafure over- 
turned by an earthquake, which highly damaged many other 
cities of Campania. That province had been alarmed before by 
frequent {hocks; but this, which happened on the fifth of Fe- 
bruary, was fo dreadful, that great numbers of the inhabitants 
abandoned their native country, and fettled elfe where, through 
fear of being one day fwallowed up by the earth, a misfortune, 
which fifteen years after, that is, in the firft year of the reign of 
Titus and feventy-ninth of the chriftian ^ra, befel thofe who 
remained, and likewife the inhabitants of Herculanum or Her- 
culaneurn, as we mall relate in its proper place. This year Pop- p Q p V:ea ; s 
paa was delivered of a daughter, which filled Nero with un- dJi>v,red 
fpeak able joy : (he was honoured with the name of dugajla, ofadaugb- 
and upon Popp&a was conferred the fame title. The fenate had nr. 
before made public vows for her happy delivery, and now many 
more were added, and the whole amply fulfilled , days for 
folcmn proceflions were appointed, a temple was decreed to Fe- 
cundity^ golden images of the Fortunes at Antium, where the 
child was born, were ordered to be made and phced in the 
throne of Jupiter Capitolinus, Sec. But fllort-lived was the 
prince's joy 5 for within four months the infant dijd, which gave 
occafion to new fallies of flattery, fince flic was p aced am->ng 
the gods, and divine worfhip with a prieft, altars, and facrifices 
were voted to her. As for the emperor, as he had rejoiced, fo 
he grieved beyond all meafure 2 . To allay his grief, he exhi- $ „„ tor 
bited various (hows, among the reft a combat of gladiators, in k^hbts * 
which four hundred fenators, fix hundred knights, and, wk.t nui) tt dics 
was alight altogether new, many ladies of great diitinclion en- % nter the 
tcred the Hits, and infamoufly contain nated themftlvcs and fa- lifts among 
milies, to ufe the expreflion of Tacitus, by appearing amonc; tbegladia- 
the common gladiators. In one of thefc {hows a knight, of ton ~ 
illuftrious quality, rid full fpeed down a fteep defcent upon an 
elephant; another perfonated Icarus, but in attempting to fly, 
fell down fo near the emperor, that he was befprinkled with his 
Mood. A comedy was alfo adfced, compofed by Afrantus % and 
intitied incendium, or cine burning, in which a houfc richly fur- 
niflied was fet on fire, and permiftion granted to the actors to 
rifle it. During thefe fhows, he did not, like other emperors, 
fcatter money among the populace, but tickets for vaft funis, 
for fine houfes, gardens, and eftatcs, which he faithfully con- 
fined to thofe who produced the laid tickets. For he believed, N eVQ * s 
as Suetonius obferves, that all the pleafure and advantage of prodhu- 
nclres con ft ft ed in profufion and prodigality, reckoned thofe lUj. * 
foruid and mean-fpii ited, who kept any account of their cx- 
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peaces, and cried up fuch as fquandered away and confumed 
their fortunes. Hence he never mentioned his uncle Caligula y 
but with the higheft elogiums, becaufe in lefs than a year's time 
he had confumed, befides his ordinary revenues, the vaft funis, 
(eighteen millions of our money), which Tiberius had left 
him h . 

In the next confulfhip of Caius Lecanlus Baffus and M. Li- 
cbiius CraJJus Frugi, Nero becoming every day more tranfport- 
cd with a paffion for fingingand playing on the public ftage, for 
he had hitherto exerted his fkill only in the aflemblies called 
fuvenalia, which were retrained to particular houfes and gar- 
dens, and not daring to begin at Rome, refolved to repair to 
Naples to make his nrft eflay and appearance there, and from 
thence pafs over into Greece, and contend for the prize in mu- 
fic at the Olympic games. Accordingly, he fct out from Rome 
with his ufual attendance and equipage, that is, with a thoufand 
chariots, his horfes and mules all fhod with filver, his grooms 
and mulctiers clad in the richeft cloth of Canufium, and attended 
by a band of praetorian guards and a body of Jfrican horfe, moft 
He/tugs pompoufly attired. Soon after his arrival at Naples, he mounted 
ufo/i the the ftage, and fang for feveral days together to an immenfe 
Jiaoeof multitude, all the rabble of Naples, and incredible numbers 
JNapIes. flocking from the neighbouring cities and colonies, to fuch an. 

extraordinary fpe&acle, an emperor finging on the public ftage. 
In this exercifc he patted his whole time at Naples, repairingto 
the theatre in the morning, and continuing there till night, 
allowing himfelf now and then a fmall refpite to take breath and 
refrefh himfelf, which he did publicly in the prefence of the 
multitude, telling them, that when he had waflied his throat, 
he would entertain them with a finer air than any they had yet 
heard- We are told, that though the theatre was one day, 
while he was finging, fhaken all on a fudden with a violent 
earthquake and in great danger of falling, yet he would not 
give over till he had ended his fong. When he had done, he 
;ave the numerous audience leave to retire; and the theatre, as 
- oon as it was empty, fell to the ground. This accident Nero 
looked upon as a providential event, betokening the immediate 
protection of his guardian deities, and celebrated the benignity 
of the gods in fongs of thankfgiving compofed by himfelf. Ik- 
ing much delighted with the praifes which fome y!lexa?:drians y 
lntely arrived at Naples, beftowed on his heavenly and auguft 
voice, he fent for more of them over in great haftc, and was 
ever after attended by fome of them on the ftage, richly attired 
wkh a ring of great value on their left hand ; as they were for 
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the moft part youths, he appointed them governors to take care 
of their education, and allowed them an annual penfion of four 
hundred thoufand fefterces*. The emperor left Naples with a 
defign to pafs over into Greece ; and difplay his abilities there. 
In his rout to the Adriatic, he refted a while at Bencventum, 
where by Vatinius was exhibited 2 pompous (how of gladiators. 
Vatinius was one of the moft baneful monfters that haunted the He is cn- 
court, originally bred in a cobler's ftall, hideous and diftorted in tertained 
his perfon, at firft taken to court as a buffoon, and afterwards at Bene- 
by calumny, by lying accufations againft every worthy man, ventum Sy 
and a farcaftical turn, raifed to fuch a height, that in wealth, and Vatinius 
favour, and in power to do mifchief, he furpafTed all the other r }?* / * * 
minifters of iniquity in Nero's court k (K). During the folem- * 
nity of thefe fports, Nero forbore not acls of tyranny and blood, * t*t*n* 
but forced Torquatus Silanus 9 the great-grand fon of Auguflus y 
to die, for no other crime, but becaufe he lived with greater 
fplendor and magnificence than became a private perfon, and 
therefore was fuppofed to afpire at the fovereign power. Tir- 
quatus opened the veins of both his arms and bled to death. Af- 
ter this Nero, for reafons that were not known, put off his 
voyage to Greece and returned to Rome, with a defign to fliew 
himfelf to the provinces of theeaft, efpecially to Egypt, which 
project he declared by a public edi&, and then went to pay his 
oblations for the fuccefs of that journey to the feveral deities in 
the city. But as he entered the temple of Ve/la 9 he was feized 
with a fudden dread, which fhook him in every joint, and is 
afcribed by fome writers to the awful afpedl: of the goddefs, by 
others to the remembrance of his enormous crimes, with whicn 
he was fo eternally haunted, that he was never a moment free 
from pangs and agonies. Be that as it will, he dropped his pro- Why he 
jeer, giving out, that he could not prevail upon himfelf to de- dropt his 
prive the Roman citizens for fo long a time of the joyful fight of defign of 
their prince. This declaration was pleafing to the populace, g°' n S * uia 
from their inclination to diverfions, which by his refidencc at £ S>T : - 

1 Suet. c. 20. Tacit, c. 34. k Idem ibid. 

(K) Vatinius is mentioned by Martial and Juvenal as the con- 
triver of certain cups with four long fpouts, called by the Latins 
nofes : 

Vilia futoris caliccm monument a Vatini 
Accipe> ft d nafus longior tile fuit : 

Says Martial and Juvenal ; 

Tu Bcncvcntani futoris no wen hahentcm 
Siccabij caliccm nafot um qu alitor, Sec, 

Z 2 Rem 
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Rime they enjoyed, and from the appreheniion of fcarcity of 
provifions in hisabfence 

Nero banquetced frequently in the public places and great 
His ben- fquar-s, ufing the whole city as his own houfe. Thefe ban- 
yvets. qucts were expenfiye and magnificent almoft beyond belief, and 

no lefs infamous for the monftrous fcencs of lewdnefs pradhfed at 
them ; for he was generally attended at fuch entertainments, 
whetlu r given by himfclf or his friends, by the moft debauched 
One pre* and abandoned women of the whele city. 'Tacitus defcribes here 
fared f*r the feafl prepared for him this year by Ti gelli?ms ^ as a pattern of 
him hy all the reft. In the lake of rfgrippa he built a large veflel, which 
Tigelli- contained the banquet, and was towed by other vefTcls ernbel- 

lifhed with rich ornaments of gold and ivory, which were rowed 
by profefied catamites, ranged according to their different age 
and fkill in their abominable profeftion. The banquet confiftcd 
of great variety of wild fowl and wild beafts from remote coun- 
tries, and fifh from the ocean. On the banks of the lake on one 
fide flood brothels filled with ladies of great rank, and on the 
other common harlots, quite naked. When night came, the 
neighbouring groves and houfes refounded with the joyful fym- 
phony of mufical inftruments and fongs, and appeared illuminated 
with a huge blaze of lights, which turned night Into day. It was 
a few days after this memorable banquet, that Nero, who had 
already furpafTed all men, as Tacitus obf.rves, in every kind of 
abomination, was prompted by his extravagant lewdnefs and folly 
to fuch exceflcs, as would fecm altogether incredible, were they 
not attefted by hiftorians, who lived near thofe times, and 
whofe veracity cannot be queftioncd. He attired himfelf in the 
habit of a woman, and as fuch was publicly with the ufual 
forms and folemnity married to a pathic of his contaminated 
Hha'cmi- crew, named Pythagoras. Not farisficd with fuch monftrous 
n><tt<.nf. an j unheard-of impiety and pollutions, as he was the wife of 

one pathic, fo he became the hufband of another, named Spa- 
ruSy whom he married with the fame folemnity, kept in his pa- 
lace, and carried about with him all over Italy and Greece in the 
fame litter, and in the attire of an emprefs ; on which occafion 
it wasfaid, that the world would have been happy, had AVa's 
father had fuch a wife ,n . His other abominable pollutions, un- 
known before to the moft abandoned debauchees, we fhall pafs 
over in filencc, being well apprifed, that a detail of fuch monftrous 
obfeenities would prove no lefs mocking to our readers, than that 
which we read in Suetonius has proved fhocking to us. We 
fhall only only obferve out of that writer, that Nero was firmly 
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perfuaded all men were as wicked as himfelf ; and therefore 
freely forgave thofe, who made an open profefiion of obfcenity, 
all other crimes ; but punifhed with the utmoft feverity, as hy- 
pocrites and impoftors, fuch as feemed to be offended with the 
moft unnatural impurities n . 

THrs year, the eleventh of Nero's reign and fixty-fourth of The far*- 
the chriftian sera, happened the famous burning of Rome\ but ing of 
whether by chance, or the contrivance of the prince, is not Rome- 
determined, both being afferted by authors. The fire began 



amon 



proper to feed it, and fpread every way with fuch amazing ra- 
pidity, that its havoc was felt in diftant ftrects before any mca- 
fures to flop it could be tried. Befides an infinite number of 
common houfes, all the noble monuments of antiquity, all the 
ftately palaces, temples, portico's, with goods, riches, furni- 
ture, and merchandife to an immenfe value, were devoured by 
the flame, which raged firft in the low regions of the city, and 
then mounted to the higher, with fuch terrible violence and im- 
petuofity, as to fruftrate all relief. The flirieks of the women, - 
the various efforts of fome endeavouring to fave the young and 
tender, of others attempting to afiift the aged and infirm, and al/cTo^f-- 
the hurry of fuch as ftrove only to provide for themfelves, occa- tI - 0 „ 0 / t fc 
fioned a mutual interruption and univerfal confufion. Many, inhabit- 
while they chiefly regarded the danger that purfucd them behind, ants. 
found themfelves fuddenly involved in the flame before and on 
every fide: if they efcaped into the quarters adjoining, or 
into the parts quite remote, there too they met with the de- 
vouring flames. At laft, not knowing whither to fly, nor 
where to feek fan<£tuary, they abandoned the city, and re- 
paired to the open fields. Some out of defpair for the lofs 
of their whole fubftance, others through tendernefs for their 
children and relations, whom they had not been able to 
fnatch from the flames, fuffered themfelves to perifh in them, 
though they had eafy means to cfcape. No man durft offer to 
flop the progrefs of the fire, there being many, who had no 
other bufmefs, but to prevent with repeated menaces all attempts 
of that nature; nay, fome were in the face of the public feen 
to throw lighted fire-brands into the houfes, loudly declaring, 
that they were authorized fo to do ; but whether this was only a 
uevice to plunder more freely, or in reality they had fuch orders, 
was never certainly known. Nero> who was then at Antium* 
did not offer to return to the city, till he heard, that the flame 
was advancing to his palace, which after his arrival was, in 
ipite of all oppofition, burnt down to the ground, with all the 
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houfes adjoining to it. However, Nero* affecting companion 
for the multitude, thus vagabond and bereft of their dwellings, 
laid open the field of Mars, and all the great edifices erected 
there by dgrippa^ and even his own gardens. He likewife 
czukd tabernacles to be reared in hafte for the reception of the 
forlorn populace; from OJlia too and the neighbouring citiei 
were brought by his order all forts of furniture and neceflaries, 
and the price of corn confiderably le/Tened. But thefe bounties, 
. however generous and popular, were beftowed iri vain, becaufe 
a report was fpread abroad, that, during the time of this gene- 
ral conflagration, he mounted his domeftic ftage, and fang the 
deftru£t.ion of Trsy, comparing the prefent defolation to the 
celebrated calamities of antiquity. At length, on the fixth 
day (M), the fury of the flames was ftopt at the foot of mount 
Tbefre EJquiline^ by levelling with the ground an infinite number of 
extinguijh- buildings, fo that it found nothing to encounter but the open 
*d y but fields and empty air. But fcarce had the late alarm ceafed, 
breaks cut w hen the fire broke out anew with frefli rage ; but in places 
ft"** more wide and fpacious; whence fewer perfons were deftroyed, 

but more temples overthrown and portico's appropriated to pub- 
lic diverfion. As this fecond conflagration broke out in certain 
buildings belonging to Hlgel/inus, they were both generally 
afcribed to Nero; and it was conjectured, that by deftroying 
the old city, he aimed at the glory of building a new one, 
and calling it by his name. Of the fourteen quarters, into 
which Rome was divided, four remained intire, three were laid 
in afhes, and in the feven others there remained only here and 
there a few houfes, miferably fhattered and half confumed 
Such is the account which Tacitus gives us of this dreadful cala- 
mity. But Suetonius and Dion Cajjius are pofitive in their re- 
lations, that it was occafioned by Nero. The former author 
writes, that one happening in a private converfation with the 

p Tacit, c. 38 — 40. 

(M) Suetonius tells us, that it lafted fix days and feven nights; 
wherein he difagrccs with an antient inscription, flill to be fee" n* ar 
St. Peter's church in Rome, according to which it continued nine 
days. The words of the infeription are; Ex. Voto. Sufcepto. Quod. 
Diu. Erat. Neglccluni. Ncc. Redditum. Incendior. Arcendorum. 
Caufa. Quando. Urbs. Per. Novem. Dies Arfit. Neronianis, Tern- 
poribus. Et. Hac. Lege. Dedicata. Eft. Ne. Cui. Liceat. Intra. Hos. 
Tcrminos. vftdificium. Extrucre. Suctom'us's account cannot be re- 
conciled with this infeription ; but that of Tacitus may $ for he tells 
us, that the fire, which was llopt on the fixth day, broke out anew ; 
fo that the firft conflagration may be faid to have lafted fix days, 
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emperor, to fay in Greek? IFhen I am dead^ let the world bet 
burnt ? Nay? replied he, let it be burnt while I am alive \ and 
n ot long after, being difpleafed with the old buildings of the 
citv, with its narrow alleys and irregular ftreets, he caufed it to 
be let on fire fo publicly, that fevcral of his officers were found 
in the houfes of the great men with fire and flax in their hands, 
and neverthelcfs difmifled, becaufe they openly declared, that 
they had one to authorize them. There being certain ftore- 
houfes near his palace, which ground he defired to have, that 
with their walls of flone withffood the violence of the flames, 
he c3ufed them to be battered down with engines of war. Tho* 
in this barbarous conflagration, continues the fame writer, the 
p-Jaces of our antient commanders, adorned with hoflile fpoils, 
the temples formerly confec rated by our kings, thofe which the 
p:ety of our anceftors raifed in the Punic and Gaulijb wars, 
and in fhort all the noble and ftately monuments of antiquity, 
were confumed by the devouring flames, yet Nero was fb far 
from being touched with forrow or companion, that he beheld 
the fire the whole time from the tower of Mcecenas? and being 
highly pleafed with the fight, he chanted a poem on the d effrac- 
tion of Trey? in the fame habit which he ufed when he fung 
on the ftage. He would not allow any one to attempt the flop- 
ping cr extingui filing of the fire, promising to remove at his 
own charge the rubbifh and dead bodies 1. Among the many ^ a 
antient and ftately edifices which the rage of the flames utterly /y^/^/T 
confumed, Tacitus reckons the temple dedicated by Servius inas utterly 
TuUius to the moon ; the temple and great altar confecrated by confumed* 
Evander to Hercules? the chapel vowed by Romulus to fupiter 
Stator? the court of Numa with the temple of Vejla? and in it 
the tutelar gods peculiar to the Ronuzns. In the fame fate were 
involved the ineftimable treafures acquired by fo many victories, 
the wonderful works of the beft painters and fculptors of 
Greece? and what is ftill more to be lamented, the antient 
writings of celebrated authors, till then prcferved perfectly intirc. 
It was obferved, that the fire began the fame day on which the 
Gauls y having formerly taken the city, burnt it to the ground r - 
Upon the ruins of the demolifhed city Nero founded a palace, NcroV 
which he called h\s goldeto houfa though it was not fo much ad- co ideit 
mired on account of an immenfe profufion of gold, precious palace, 
ftones, and other ineftimable ornaments, as for its immenfe ex- 
tent, containing fpacious fields, vaff wilderneflcs, artificial 
lakes, thick woods, gardens, orchards, vineyards, hills, groves, 
wf< The entrance of this ftately edifice was fpacious enough 
to receive a coloflus, reprefenting Nero, a hundred and twenty 
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foot high ; the galleries confifted of three rows of tall pillars, 
each of them a full mile in length j the lakes were encompaffed 
with magnificent buildings, in the manner of cities, and the 
woods flocked with all forts of wild beafts. The houfe itfelf 
was tiled with gold, and the walls covered with the fame metal, 
and richly adorned with precious ftones and mother of pearl, 
which in thofe days was valued above gold ; the timber-work 
and cielings of the rooms were inlaid with gold and ivory ; the 
roof of one of the banquetting rooms refembled the firmament 
both in its figure and motion, turning inccflantly about night 
and day, and (howering all forts of fweet waters. When this 



was 



far as to fay, that at length be began to lodge like a man (N). 
Pliny tells u$ that this palace extended quite round the city*. 
Nero, it feems, did not quite finifhit ; for the firft order Otba 
figned was, as we read in Suetonius, for fifty millions of fefterces 
to be employed in perfe&ing the golden palace, which Nero had 
" ~ . The projectors of this plan were Scverus and Celtr, 
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ror upon a ftill more expenfive and arduous undertaking, name- 
things im- j that Q c cutt i n g a canal through hard rocks and fteep moun- 
fojpblc. tai ' ns ^ from the | ak . e yfvemus to the.mouth of the Tiber, a hun- 
dred and fixtv miles in length, and of fuch breadth, that two 
galleys of five ranks of oars might eafily pafs abreaft. His 
view in this was to open a communication between Rome and 
Campania, free from the troubles and dangers of the fea ; for 
this very year a great number of veffels laden with corn were 

'Plin. 1. xxxiii.c. iii. 1 Suet. c. 3 i. & in Oth. c. 7. 

(N) Martial defcribes the immenfe tract of ground on whichthis 
palace Hood (46 \ Several lampoons were handed about upon the 
famcfubjeft; among the reft the following, which Iikewife reM- 
cd on the murder of his mother and his Ihameful paflion for playing 
upon the harp : 

'Jhtis negct ^Eneae natum de flirpe Neronem ? 

Sujlulit bicmatretn* fujiulit die patrem. 
Dum tftidit cythctram noiler, dum cormta Paribus, 

K/lt writ Psean, ilk ILcatebrfttes 
Roma dotnus /ft ; Veios migrat*, Quinces, 

Si nan iff Veios occupat ijla domus. 

But Nero, whether he really defpifed fuch refleaions, or wifely 
fmothered hU rcfentmcnt, never fo much as inquired after the author 
of theic lathes; nay, fomc of them being discovered, he would nw 
iuffer the fcnaic to punilh them with any Jevcrity. 

(46) Mart. lib. de fpefl. efig. 2. . , 
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(hipwrccked at cape Mlfenum, the pilots chiifirig rather to ven- 
ture out in a violent ftorm, than not to arrive at the time they 
tvere expected by Nero u - For the perfecting of this great un- 
dertaking, the emperor ordered the prifbners from all parts to be 
tranfported into Italy, and fuch as were convicted, whatever 
their crimes were, to be condemned only to his works. We 
tire told, that to this bold and extravagant attempt he was like- 
wife encouraged by a Roman knight, who afTured him, that he 
could help him to the irnmenfe treafures, which queen Did? 
bad carried along with her from 7y/v, and buried in vaft caves 
under-ground in Africa, whence they might without much 
trouble be recovered w . Nero, who undertook nothing with 
more ardour and readinefs, than what was deemed impuilible, 
expended incredible fums in this ram undertaking, and exerted 
all his might to cut through the mountains adjoining to the lake 
Jvernus'y but not being able to remove by art the obflacles 
of nature, he was in the end obliged to drop the enterprife*. 

The ground, which was not taken up by the foundations of Romer*- 
AWs own palace, he afligned for houfes, which were not placed, Otit- 
is after the burning of the city by the Gauls, at random and 
without order J but the flrreets were laid out regularly, fpacious 
and ftrait ; the edifices reftrained to a certain height, perhaps of 
fcventy foot, according to the plan of jfugu/ius-, the courts 
were widened, and to all the great houfes, which flood by 
themfelves and were called iiles, large porticoes were added, 
which Nero engaged to raife at his own expence, and to deliver 
to each proprietor the fquares about them clear from all rubbifh. 
He Kkewife promifed rewards according to every man's rank and 
fubftance, and fixed a day for the difcharge of his promife* on 
condition that againfl: that day their feveral houfes and palaces 
were finifhed. He moreover made the following wife regula- Precauti- 
ons to obviate fuch a dreadful calamity for the future, viz. that 0 ns to pre- 
the new buildings fhould be raifed to a certain height without vent the 
timber; that they mould be arched with ftone from the quarries like dif- 
of Gabii and Alba, which were proof againft fire ; that over after. 
the common fprings, which were diverted by private men for 
their own u(es, overfeers mould be placed to prevent thatabufe; 
that every citizen fhould have ready in his houfe, fome machine 
proper to extinguifh fire; that no wall fhould be common to 
two houfes, but every houfe be inclofed within its own peculiar 
walls, cifr. Thus the city in a fhort time rofe out of its afhes 
with new luftre, and more beautiful than ever. However, fome 
believed that the anticnt form was more conducing to health, 
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the rays of the fun being&ardly k'*' on account of the narrow- 
nefs of the ftreets and the'hpgfctjof - the buildings, whereas now 
there was no flielter againft the fcorching heat We are told 
that Nero defigned to extend the walls to Oftta, and to hring 
from thence, by a canal, the fea into the city *. As Nero, 
Nero notwithstanding all his bounties, was (till univec fully believed 
transfers tQ have |, een aut h or G f th c conflagration, in order to wipe 

Chriftians °^ ***** a *P eruon ' ne transferred the guilt upon the Chriftiam, 
the pu It wno were already very numerous in the city, and raifed the firft 
of burning general perfecution. We (hall deliver, in our hiilorian's own 
the city. words, what he writes upon this fuhjeel:, mi fled, no doubt, by 

the accounts that were current among the Ramans, and credit- 
ing, as he wanted an opportunity of being better informed, the 
calumnies, with which the enemies of truth laboured to difoe- 
TacitusV dit fuch as profefled it. Nero^ fays he, to fupprefs the prevail- 
account of j n g rumour, that he was the author of the conflagration, trans- 
them. ferred the guilt upon fuppofed criminals, fubje£t.ing to moft ex- 

quifite torments thofe people, who for their enormous crimes 
were already univerfaily abhorred, and known to the vulgar by 
the name of Cbrlftians (O). The author of this name was Chrijl, 

y Idem. c. 43. x Suilt. c. 16. 

(O) Tacitus feems in this particular to confound the Cbrijliamwvh 
the Jn<ws\ forfpealcing of the latter in his hiitory (28), They arc 
immoveable, fays he, in their adherence to one another, and prone 
to mutual a£ts of companion ; but towards the whole human race be- 
fides, they maintain a mortal and implacable hatred. With allothen 
they refute to eat; with all others they refufe to lodge; nay, though 
they are a people abandoned to fenfuality, they avoid the embraces 
of all foreign women. This cenfure they deferved in the time of 
Tacitus^ a3 they ftill do in ours, faving the laft particular mentioned 
by our hiftorian; for now they condescend to the embraces of fo- 
reign harlots. They had not common mercy towards the Gentiln 
and uncircumcifed ; and being per fuaded, that the A Imighty loved 
only their nation, they fanned that he abhorred, and therefore they 
abhorred, the whole human race befides ; fo that it was faid of them 

by Tacitus too truly, adverfus omncs alios hoflile odium. But furefy 

the Chrijiians did not, at lcail in Tacit «j*s time, deferve this cen- 
fure: an univerfal and unbounded charity is thc main balis andcha- 
raclcriftic of our religion ; and it is not probable, that the Cbripam 
were then fo degenerated as to difgrace their profeftion, by negleft- 
ing rlie molt eflential duty of it. They avoided indeed the profane 
meetings of the Gcntilrsj their lewd revels, their (hows and fpe£U- 
cles; and thence were thought, as Amobius obferves, by meu fl«t 
acquainted with their principles, to hate the Gentiles thenifelve». 



(28) Ta.it, hifl.L v 
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who in the reign of Tiberius, was executed under Pontius Pilate^ 
procurator of "Judcca. The peftilent fuperftition was for a while 
fuppreffed ;butitrevived again, and fpread, not only over "Judtza^ 
where this evil was iirft broached, but reached Rome, whither 
from every quarter of the earth is conftantly flowing whatever is 
hideous and abominable amongft men, and is there readily em- 
braced and praclifed. Firft therefore were apprehended fuch as 
openly owned themfLlves to be of that fe£fcj then by them was 
difcovered an immenfe multitude; and all were convicted, not of 
the crime of burning Rome, but of their hatred and enmity to 
mankind. Their death and torture was aggravated with cruel de- 
rifion and fport ; for they were either covered with the flcins of v " 

wild beails, and torn in pieces by devouring dogs, or faftened to 
crofTes, or wrapt up in combuftible garments, that when the day- 
light failed, thev might, like torches, ferve to difpel the darknefs 
of the night. For this tragical fpe&acle Nero lent his own gar- 
dens, and exhibited at the fame time the public diverfion of the 
circus, fometimes driving a chariot in perfon, and fometimes 
fhnding as a fpt:£tator among the populace in the habit of a 
charioteer. Hence towards the miferable fufferers, however guilty 
and deferving the moft exemplary punifhment, companion arofe, 
feeing thuy were doomed to perifh, not with a view to the pub- 
lic pood, but to gratify the cruelty of one man *• Thus far 
Tacitus, who, 'tis manifeft, was quite unacquainted with the 
Tiered myfteries and found morals of our religion. He was him- 
fclf a man of ftridt morality, and difplays, throughout all his 
writings, a fpirit truly virtuous and humane; no wonder there- 
fore, if confidering the Cbrijlians as enemies to mankind, ac- 
cording to the prevailing notion, and their religion as a new feci: 
jnconfiftent with the laws of Rome, and threatening civil tu- 
mults, he painted them in fuch ugly colours. But, after all, he 
does them the juftice to vindicate them frc»m the afperfions of 
Ntro, and expofes the barbarous treatment they met with from 
that tyrant. 

In the mean time, Nero having, with the immenfe fums, he Nero her 
had expended in building his golden houfe 9 and embellifliing the takes him- 
city, quite drained his exchequer, to fupply his prodigality betook ft If to all 
himfelf to all manner of rapine and extortion. Not Italy alone, manner of 
but the provinces, the feveral confederate nations, and all thofe rapine. 
cities, that had the title of free, were pillaged and laid wafte. 
In this general fpoil were involved the temples of the gods, be- 
ing ftript of all their rich ornamcnt3, of all the treafures, which 
the Reman people in every age of their ftatc had confecrated, 

pther as monuments of triumphs celebrated, or vows fulfilled,, 

1 Tacit, c. 44, 
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Through Greece and Afta the fume ravages were committed, 
jfcratus an imperial freed man, and Secundus Carinas, two 
prompt inftruments, as Tacitus ftylestheni, to execute any ini- 
quity, however black and flagrant, being lent into thofe pro- 
vinceswith a commiflion to ftrip every- where the temples of -all 
their ornaments, gifts, oblations, &c. and convey them toge- 
ther with the ftatucs and images of the gods themfelves to 
Rome k , where they were melted down, and turned into mo- 
ney [ . Suetonius allures us, that from this time forward he never 
raifed any man to an office, without telling him, You how 
what I want ; let us make it our bufinefs, that no one may have 
any thing, which he can call his own m . Seneca, fearing thefe 
facriWes and iniquitous extortions might be imputed to him, 
begged leave to retire to a feat of his own remote from Rmne\ 
but that being refufed him, he confined hiinfelf to his chamber, 
pretending an indifpofition in his nerves. Some writers tell us, 
that one of his freedmen, named Cleonicus, had, by the com- 
mind of Nero, prepared poifon for him; but that he efcapedit, 
either by the difcovery made by the freedman, or by his own 
caution ; for being apprifed of the danger he was in, he led a 
moft abftemious life, fatisfying his hunger with wild fruit from 
the woods, and quenching his thirft with a draught from die 
common fountain n . Of this wonderful temperance and fo- 
briety, he fpeaks himfelf in one of his letters • : I banquet, fays 
he, upon dry bread, and dine without a tal le, my dinner is fuch 
that after it I have no occafion to wafh my hands : and elfe- 
where p 5 I fleep little, and watch much; I abftain from aJJ 
wine, avoid batheine, and ufe no ointments, being perfuadcrf, 
that with refpe& to our bodies, of all fmeJIs, no fmellisthe 
heft. In the clofe of the year, the heads and mouths of the po- 
pulace were filled with prodigies (P), faid to have happened, 
and always looked upon as the fore-runners of fomc dreadful ca : 
lamiey. A comet too appeared, an omen ever fuppofed to por- 
tend misfortunes threatening fome fovereign power. Nero was 

* 

k Idem, 0.4c. >Svbt.C32. 7 Idem fokl. "Tacit. 
c 45. 0 Sunec. ep. 84. p Idem, ep. log. 

• (P) In the ftreets and roads were found expofed fevera] monflerfl 
with double heads fome brutes, and fome of the human fpecies? 
fomc werealfo taken from the bellies of viaims: in ; the territory 01 
eiacentia was brought forth a calf with its head growing upon its 
leg; a prodigy, which, according to the interpretation of the iootn- 
Giyers, foreboded, that for human kind another head was preparing, 
that would not remain long concealed (29). 



(29) Idtm, c. 42. 
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xherefore under 110 fmall apprehenflon ; but an aftrolog«r, by 
name Babilus, having acquainted him, that among monarchs 
it was ufual upon fuch occafions to avert thefe omens from 
themfelves by fome extraordinary mafTacre, he rcfoived utterly 
to exterminate the whole fenatoria! order, and commit the go- 
vernment of the provinces, and the command of the armies, to 
the knights and his freedmen. 

This bloody defign he began to put in execution the follow- Pifo'/ caw- 
ing year, when A. Licinius Nerva Si la mis and M. Vejiinus At* jfiraty* 
ticus were confuls, a confpiracy, whicjj was then difcovcrcd, 
affording him a plaufible pretence for the nVehry carnage. In 
this memorable confpiracy were engaged, wis may fiv, the 
whole nobility of Rome ; fenators, knights, foldiers, ard e\en 
women, entering into it with great eagernefs and competiriv>n, 
partly from their deteftarion of A^rfc, and partly from their zeal 
far Cains Pifo, who was at the head of it. He was alii \ to ff/ s c j^ gm 
moft of the illuftrious families in Rome, and for his own virtues, ra flfr_ 
or qualities, as Tacitus obferves, that refembled virtues, highly 
favoured by the populace ; for he was a great orator, and em- 
ployed his eloquence in the defence of his fellow-citizens ; was 
generous to his friends and acquaintance, and even to fuch as 
were unknown to him, affable and complaifant : he was of a 
tall ftature, of a graceful countenance, and extremely popular 
in his language and addrefs j but Co far from being ft rift and au- 
ftere in his life and manners, that he orbferved no rcftraint in his 
pleafures, abandoning himfelf to all manner of debauchery and 
luxury, a conduct, fays our hiftorian, not difapproved of by 
£hofc who defigned to raife him to the empire ; for they did not 
care that the fupreme head of the empire fhould be in his mo- 
rals over fevere. However, he was not the firft author of the 
confpiracy; nay, our hi. dorian tells us, that it was never known 
by whom the defign was firft concerted, though Subrius Fla- 
vin, tribune of a pnetorian cohort, and Sulpitius A/per, a 
centurion, feem to have been the moft forward champions in it. 
Among the firft who entered into it, our hiftorian n.imes Lu- M « n y P pr " 
can the celebrated poet, Plautius Latcranus, conful e)e&, f Qm °f di " 
Flavins Sccvinus, and Afranius !%uin&ilianus. Lucan was in- ft™*'*" 
%ted by perfonal provocations, Nero, who was poffefled with c f> ncerusd 
an ardent ambition of excelling in poetry, having from a ridi- ** 
culous emulation forbid the publication of his poems : Latera- 
ls, from whom the famous bafilic at Rome took its name, 
was piqued by no injury done to himfelf, but engaged in a plot 
from a fincere affection to the republic. The other two had 
r °«» drowned in fenfuality, and had till that time lived in floth 
and debauchery : what prompted Scevinus to confpire, we arc 
not told i but Quinmifonui became an accomplice in order to 

be 



The Roman HIJlory. 



Book III. 



Epicharis 

a freed- 
nxjomatt, 
animates 
the con- 
/pi r a tors. 



be revenged on Nero? for having in a virulent fatire publifiied 
his fcandalous and unnatural lewdnefs. Rome was furprifed, 
that two men of fuch characters fhould engage in an enterprife 
fo great and daring. Thefe we have mentioned drew foon into 
the combination Tuttius Senecio* Cervarius Proculus* Vulcatus 
Jraricus, Julius Tugurinvs, Munatius Gratus* Jntonius No- 
talis, and Martins Fejius, all Roman knights. Out of the 
troops, befides the two officers already mentioned, were af- 
fumed as accomplices, G ramus Silvanus? Statius Proximus* 
both tribunes of the prcetorian bands, Maximus Scaurus* Vene- 
tus Paulus* two centurions, and, as their main frxength and 
dependence, Fenius Rufus* captain of the imperial guards, a 
man greatly efteemed by the people, and on that account hated 
both by his collegue Tigellinus and the emperor. The confpi- 
rators were no fooner aflured, that Rufus had embraced their 
party, than they began more refolutely to debate about the time 
and place of the intended affaflination. Subrius Flavius under, 
took to aflail Nero* while he was fingingon the ftage, orfcour- 
ingthe Greets in his drunken revels by night, unattended by Hb 
guards ; but a too great anxiety to efcapc with impunity, ever 
unfeafonable in great enterprifes, reftrained him 

In the mean time, the confpirators putting off from day to 
<}ay the execution of their defign, a woman, named Eptcbant % 
took upon her to roufe them. It was utterly unknown by what 
means (he came at all to be apprifcd of the plot ; for till that 
time fhe had never (hewn the leaft regard to honour, virtue, or 
honeftv. When (he found that all her reproaches and exhorta- 
tions were to no efFeft, impatient of their flownefs, fliekft 
Rome* and haftened into Campania, where flie employed all 
her inftuftry and (kill to eftrange from Nero the hearts of the 
chief officers of the fleet riding at Mifenum* and to engage 
them in the defign, which they had frequent opportunities cl 
executing, as the emperor took great delight in failing often 
along the coafts of Mifemim and Puteoli. In that fleet, ri» 
fius Proculus, who had been employed by Nero to difpatch rus 
mother, had the command of a thoufand marines. But as he 
did not think himfelf thereby fufficicntly rewarded for fo no- 
torious a murder, either from an old acquaintance with 
charts* or a friendfhip newly contracted, he related to her no 
fignal fervices to Nero* adding hitter complaints, that he m 
not been diftinguiflied with promotion equal to his deferts. in 
anfwer to him, Epicharis urged all the crying cruelties, alltne 
barbarous outrages committed by the tyrant, and at the ian 
time acquainted him with the confpiracy 5 but had the pre* 
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tion 



Chap. 17. ^be Roman Hiftoryl 191 

tion to cor.ceal from him the names of the confpirators. The 
Cravtor was no fooner let into the fccret, than he flew to Rome, 
and betrayed the whole to Nero, But his difcovery availed no- She is ac- 
thine; for when Eplcharh was fummoned and confronted with cufed to 
the informer, as his charge againft her was fupported by no £^° 5 f** 
witnefTes, fhe denied it, pretending to be greatly amazed at the ° a Jfc* *« sr 
impudent boldnefs of the accufer. However, fhe was detained acc *f erm 
in prifon, Nero fufpefling that the charge was not falfe, though 
not proved to be true r . The confpirators being, notwith- 
{landing the filence of Epicharis 9 apprehenfive of a difcovery, 
came to a refolution to haften the intended murder, and chofe, 
as the moft convenient place for the execution of their defign, 
a villa at Bates belonging to Pijb 9 whither the emperor fre- 
quently reforted to bathe and banquet, with a fmall number of 
attendants. But in this Pifo would by no means concur, al- 
ledging the general abhorrence, which muft enfue, were the 
facred rights of hofpitality violated, with the murder of a prince, 
however wicked. He thought it more advifeahle to difpatch 
him at Rome, either in the detefted houfe, which he had reared 
with the fpoils of the unhappy city, or in the face of the public, 
fince for the benefit of the public the defign had been under- 
taken. Thus he reafoned openly among the confpirators ; but Pifo is 
in his heart he was influenced by fee ret jenloufy, fearing left jealous of 
Lucius SilamtSj a man of extraordinary accomplishments, Silanus 

a vd tfa 

death, feize the vacant fovereignry for hlmfelf. He was like- 
wife jealous of the conful Vejiznus y not knowing but he might, oa ^ x 
as he was a man of great intrepidity, attempt the reftoring of 
the ancient government, or beftow the empire upon fome 
other, as a gift of his own. The confpirators, moved by the 
rcafonings of Pi/h 9 unanimoufly agreed to execute their defign, 
not at Baia, but at Ro?ne, on the anniverfary facred to Ceres \ 
and always folemnifed with Circenfian games, at which Nero 
never failed to aflift, giving free accefs to all, during the gaiety 
of the fports. The defign was to be executed in the following 
manner: Later anus, who was but in flender circumftances, 
under pretence of imploring relief, was to fall at the prince's 
feet, and, while he apprehended no fuch attempt, throw him 
down, and keep him fixed to the ground. Then the tribunes, 
centurions, and the other confpirators, were, each according 
to his boldnefs, to rufh in and difpatch him. Scevinus earned- gccvinu» 
ly claimed the honour and fatisfaftion of giving the firft blow; c j aims t y e 
for having formerly taken a dagger out of a temple, he carried ; JOftaur 0 f 
it conftantly about him, as confecratcd to the execution of fome giving the 

' Idem, c. 51, cz. 

mighty 



might, as he was then at Rome, upon the firft news of Nero's ava ' 
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mighty defign. It was moreover agreed, that Pifa fhould wait 
the fvent in the temple of Ceres , and be thence brought forth 
by Feniusy captain of the guards, and conducted to the 
camp ( Q_). 

The day before that which was appointed for the execution 
©f the defign, Scevinus y upon his returning home from along 
conference with rfnton 'tus Natality fealed his will ; then un- 
fheathing the above-mentioned dagger, he complained it was 
blunt and rufty, charging AMicbus y one of his freedmen, to 
have it ground and fharpened at the point: next he ordered a 
repaft, more fumptuous and profufe than ordinary* to be got 
ready; after which he prefented his favourite flaves with their 
liberty, and others with fums of money: his countenance, in 
the midft of an afFe&ed chearfulnefs, appeared clouded : in his 
difcourfe he was continually running from one fubje<5r. to ano- 
ther, without attending to any; whence all who were prefent 
concluded, that his mind was fraught with fome great defign: 
at laft he ordered the fame Milichus to prepare bandages for 
wounds, and applications for flopping blood. The freedman, 
The eonfpi- re fl c £fci n g on thefe orders, and concluding with himfelf, that a 

way how confpiracy 

was undoubtedly carrying on, and his patron con- 
tjcovere . cernec ii n na ftened next morning by break of day to the gardens 

of ScruitiuSj where Nero then was; and being refufed admit* 
tance, declared that he came to difcover matters of the utmoft 
importance^ Hereupon he was by the porters conducted to 
EpaphrodituSi one of Nero's freed men, and by him forthwith 
to the emperor himfelf, to whom he related all the circumftances 
he had obferved, {hewed the dagger, and defired the criminal, 
to be immediately fent for. Accordingly, Scevinus was by 2 
band of foldiers haftily feized and dragged before the emperor; 
but defended himfelf with a fpirit fo undaunted, and inveighed 
again ft: the informer as a treacherous wretch, ft ill actuated by 
the bafe fpirit of a flave, with fuch fiimnefs and intrepidity, 
that the informer had been baffled, had not his wife put him in 
mind, that Antonius Natalis had held a long conference with 
Scevinus, and that both lived in clofe confidence with Cam 
Pifo. Natalis was therefore immediately fent for, and both he 

( Q^) Pliny tells us, that in order to attract the affections of the 
people, Antonia % daughter of the late emperor Claudius* was to 
accompany Pi/o to the camp. But ourhillorian thinks it incredible, 
that either .bit cm a fhould contribute her name, and rifque her lifci 
to promote a fcheme, from which me could reap no advantage, or 
that PifQ y who was univerfally known to be paflionately fond of his 
wife, fhould engage to marry another (3»>). 

(30) IJtm, c. 44. 
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and Scevinus examined apart concerning the particulars of that 
conference. As their anfwers varied, they were thrown in: 
irons, and threatened with the rack, the fight of which neither 
of them being able to bear, they difcovered the whole order 
and progrefs of the confpiracy. Naialis confcffld the firft, 
and declared how far Pifo was concerned in the plot, and named 
alfo Seneca ; but whether he had a£fced as an inter- agent between 
him and Pifo, or whether Natalis impeached him only to pur- 
chafe the favour of Nero, who was daily hunting after fome 
fpedous pretence to deftroy him, is uncertain- Scevinus, un- 
demanding that by Natalis a confeflion was made, and that no 
advantage could be reaped from his filence, yielded at length, 
and declared all the other accomplices. Of thefe Lucan, Several of 
^uinclilianus, and Senecio, perfifted long in denying the charge ; the confpi* 
but at length were decoyed by a promife of impunity ; and rators 
then, to atone for their backwardnefs, they informed againft fitted. 
their deareft friends, Luc an againft Attilia, his own mother, 
Qukftilianus again Glicius Gallus, and Senecio againft Annius 
Pollio. In the mean time, Nero, recollecting that Epicharis 
was detained in prifon, and fuppofing, that the tender body of 
a woman could never endure the violence of the rack, com- 
manded her to be rent and mangled with all forts of torments. 
But her firmnels and magnanimity was proof againft the fury The firm- 
offtripes, of fire, and of all the torments the executioners nefsandin- 
could invent, though they exerted their utmoft efforts in cruelty, t t epidity 
left they flaould be at laft fcorned and baffled by a woman. She °J ^P 1 " 
ftill utterly denied every particular ; and fuch was the iflue of cnans - 
the firft day's torture. The next day, as flie was reconducted 
ui a chair to fuffer anew the fame torments, for all her mem- 
bers were fo rent and disjointed, that me could not fupport 
herfelf, with the girdle, that bound her brcafts, me framed a 
noofe for her neck, and tying it to the top of the chair, hung Shebangs 
upon it with all the weight of her body, and put an end to the b,rfilf 
poor remains of life. Thus a woman, who was once a Have, nu'ub her 
chearfully fuffered the moft exquifite torments cruelty could in- girdle. 
vent, and death itfclf, to protect perfons, whom fhe fcarce 
knew, when men born free, when Roman knights and fena- 
tor$, without once feeling the torture, betrayed their deareft 
friends, their neareft relations. For Luc an, Senecio, and£*t<inc7i- j^ w . w 
Bonus were daily making new difcoveries, and full naming more great 
accomplices ; which fo terrified Nero, that he not only doubled his JUmation. 
guards, but poftcd bands of foldiers upon the walls and all round 
we city, lined the fea-coaft and the banks of the Tiber with 
numerous detachments, ordered parties of foot and horfj to 
icour the fields night and day, to range in the public fquares, in 
the -neigh bnu ring municipal towns, to enter the private houfLS, i'fe. 
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With the przetorian guards Germans were intermixt; for in 
them, as they were foreigners, the prince chiefly confided 

And now the accufed were dragged in whole droves, num- 
bers after numbers, to Nero's tribunal, which was erected in 
his gardens, and lay together at the gates, expecting to be fac- 
ccffively admitted and examined. If upon their tryal it appeared, 
that they had ever been feen fmiling with any of the confpira- 
tors; that they had ever fpoke with them, met them, however 
fortuitoufly, been common guefts at the fame table, or fat to- 
gether at fome public mow; all this, or any part of it, was im- 
puted as an unpardonable crime. The judges were Nero him- 
(elf, Tigellinusy and his collegue Fenius. Rufus, who, as he was 
not yet detected, proved more fevere than the other two in ex- 
amining his own aflbciates, in order to perfuade the prince, that 
Subrius he was an utter ftranger to the plot. Nay, to him it was owing, 
Flavius that the defign was not put in execution, even during theexa- 
c J}'j S *° mination of the confpirators : for the brave tribune, Subrius 
kill Nero, pi anj ' luSt) wno attended and was not impeached or fufpei 

checked h having demanded by figns, whether he fhould draw his fword, 
the coiuJ anc * difpatch the tyrant, was by contrary figns checked and for- 
ardly Fe- ^id, when he had already grafped the hilt. When the confpi- 
niusRu- rac y was firft difcovered, there were fome, who exhorted Pifo 
fus. to proceed directly to the camp, or mount the roftrum, and 

try the affections of the people and foldiery, fince nothing worfe 
could befal him, though both the foldiery and people failed him, 
than he muft already expect; nay, by lofing his life in fo glo- 
rious an attempt, he would approve himfelf worthy of his 
anceftors, and leave a glorious example to his pofterity ; whereas, 
if he neglected the prefent opportunity, he would be foonfeized, 
committed to bonds, and condemned to an ignominious death. 
Pifo/«/j But Pifi 9 rejecting the advice of his friends and aflbciates, the 
WMjrlfto beft that could be given him at the prefent juncture, retired, 
death. without making the lcaft attempt, to his own houfe, where, 

upon the arrival of a band of foldiers to feize him, he opened 
the veins in both his arms, and bled to death. He left a will 
full of fulfome flattery towards Nero ; and this out of tendcrnefs 
to his wife Arria Ga//a 9 whom he had taken from Domhius 
Sflrus, a friend of his own, tho' fhe was a woman of moft vi- 
tious inclinations, and, fave the beauty of her perfon, deftitute 
Plautius of every recommendation. Next followed the death of Phutim 
Latcrauus Laterwus, conful elect, inflicted with fuch precipitation, that 
aics with he was not allowed even to embrace his children ; butinftantly 
gr t at in- dragged to the place allotted for the execution of flaves, and 
tn; : j;ty. there" flau-htcred by the hand of Statius the tribune. He diet! 
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trith exemplary firmnels and intrepidity, uttered not a fyllable 
relating to die confpiracy; but with an undaunted fpirit an- 
fwered Epapbroditus, the emperor's freedman and fecretary, 
who afked him fome queftions, If I were mean enough to make 
any difcovertes, it would be to your mafter^ not to you. He did 
not even up raid the tribune appointed to cut off his head, tho' 
he too was concerned with him in the confpiracy r . Jlrrian 
tells us, that the firft blow having only wounded him, he fhook 
his head a little, and then prefented his neck again to the exe- 
cutioner u . 

The next illuftrious perfon facrificed on this occafion was The par- 
Annaus Seneca, to the infinite joy of Nero y who had been long ticulars of 
feeking his deftrudlion. Nat alts alone had named him, and SenecaV 
concerning him could only difcover thus much, that he had death. 
been fent by Pifo to vifit Seneca, then indifpofed, to complain 
in his name, that he was debarred accefe to him, and to repre- 
fent, that it would be better if they maintained their friendfhip 
by familiar converfation ; that to this Seneca replied, that fre- 
quent interviews and -converfations by themfelves were condu- 
cing to the fervice of neither ; but that upon the fafety of Pifo 
his own welfare depended. Granius Silvanus, tribune of a 
pnetorian cohort, was fent to Seneca, with orders to a/k him, 
Whether he owned the words of Natalis and his own anfwers ? 
Seneca was returned that very day from Campania, and had 
flopped at a villa of his, four miles from Rome. Thither ar- 
rived the tribune in the evening; and having befet the villa with 
his men, he entered the houfe, and acquainted Seneca with his 
commiffion, while he fat at tabic with Paulina his wife, and 
two friends. Seneca anfwered, That Natalis had in truth been 
lent to him, and had complained in Ptfo's name, that he w;;s 
rcfufed admittance; a complaint which he had anfwered by ex- 
cusing himfelf, on account of his bodily diforder and his love of 
quiet. He denied to have ever declared, that his fafety depended 
upon that of any private man, adding, that he was not at 
all add idled to flattery, as no man better knew than Nero. 
When this anfwer was by the tribune reported to the emperor, 
he afked, whether Seneca feemcd determined upon a voluntary 
death? I have not difcovereJ, replied the tribune, either in his 
words or looks, the leaft fymptom of fear. Hereupon Nero 
commanded him to return directly, and acquaint him, that he 
mutt die. The tribune who was himfelf one of the confpira- 
? r *> t0 °k not the fame way he came ; but turning afidc, went 
" t0 Pwius, captain of the guards, and difclofing to him the 
emperor's orders, afked, Whether he fhould obey them ? The 
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cowardly commander advifed him to execute his commiflion, 
and aft in every refpeft as if he were an utter ftranger to the 
plot. Thus Fen i us and Silvanus, through a meannefs and ti- 
midity hardly to be believed, contributed to multiply thofe very 
cruelties, which they had confpired to avenge- However, the 
tribune avoided feeing Seneca , and delivering in perfon the faid 
meflage; but fent in a centurion to apprife him of his doom. 
Seneca heard the fentence without betraying the Ieaft difmay or 
concern, and calmly called for his will ; but that being denied 
him by the centurion, turning to his friends, he told them, 
That fince he was prevented from gratefully acknowledging 
their favours, he bequeathed them that which alone was now 
left him, the pattern of his life. He reprefied their tears, 
fometimes with gentle reafoning, fometimes with (harp rebukes, 
aiking them, Where were now all the documents of philofo- 
phy ? where the precepts of wifdom fo many years premeditated 
againft impending calamities ? far to whom, fajd he, is un- 
known the bloody nature of Nero ? After the butchering of 
his mother and brother, what remained, Kit to add to theirsthe 
flaughtcr of his preceptor and inftru&or ? After he had dif- 
courfed fome time to the company in general, he embraced his 
wife; an affecting object: ! which fome what abated his firmnefs, 
and feemed to foften his philofophical fpirit. He befought her 
to moderate her forrow, and to fortify herfelf again ft the grief 
aiifing from the lots of her hufband, by the contemplation of 
Th* con- his life fpent in a fteady courfc of virtue. Paulina + on the 
fttinev of contrary, rcfolutely declared, that flie was determined to die 
hu i^-fc. w j t h him. This declaration furprifed Seneca, who, unwilling 

to bereave her of fo much glory, and loth to leave one, whom 
he tenderly loved, expofed to infults and injuries, after a fhort 
paufe, Since to the delights of a Jbort life y you prefer faid he, 
the evcrlnfling fa 7/7 c of a glorious death , I fliall not envy you this 
honour. Let us jharc the glory of fo brave an end, _tho*'your 
fweiuill be by far the greater. After this converfation, both had 
the veins of their arms opened at the fame inflant. As Stneca 
was aged, and his body extenuated with a (lender diet, his blood 
ifl'ued but (lowly ; whereupon he caufed the veins of his legs and 
thofe about the joints of his knees to be iikewife cut. As he 
fuffercd cruel agonies, he perfuaded his wife to retire into ano- 
ther chamber, left his torments mould fhake her refolution, or 
he himfelf, affected with her pangs, betray wcaknefs and im- 
patience. As his eloquence did not fail him to the lafc moment 
of his life, he called for his fcribes, and dictated to them many 
things, which were publifhed after his death. As Nero bore na 
pcrfonal enmity to Paulina, and was well apprifed, that her 

death would double the hatred of the public towards him, ne 

fent 
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fcnt orders to the foldieus to prevent her from dying; who. She is pn- 
thefeupon commanded her domefHc flavesand freedmen to bind vented 
up her arms and ftop the blood; but whether this was done / r0 ** & n & 
without her knowledge, or with her concurrence, is uncertain; ^^ ero * 
for as men are commonly prone to believe the worft, there were 1 
fome who aflerted, that while (he defpaired of her pardon, £he 
aspired at the glory of dying with her hufband ; but yielded to 
the allurements of life, as foon as fhe found the prince in- 
dined to mercy. However that be, fhe outlived her hufband 
tut a few years, ever pale and in a languiming condition, and 
retained to the lafr. a reverence for his memory worthy of all 
praife. Seneca, in the mean time, to haften his death which ad- Seneca 
vanced but flowly, befought Statius Ann&us, an intimate friend takes poi- 
of his, and well (killed in medicine, to bring him a draught of 'fin in<vaitt, 
poifon, which he had prepared long before, and kept by him. 
This he fwallowed; but in vain, his limbs being chiJled with 
cold, and his juices ftagnated. He had therefore recourfe to a 
hot bath, to haften by that means the operation of the poifon, 
or to make his blood flow more freely. With the water of the His L>fi 
bath he fprinkled fuch of his (laves as ftood near him, faying, words. 
With this liquor I make a libation to Jupiter the deliverer. This 
be did in imitation of the Greeks, who, in departing after a 
banquet, ufed to make libations to Jupiter the preferver. As // fugocat- 
the bath had not the defired effect, and the foldiers were very ed in a bat 
prefling, he was at laft conveyed into a ftove, and there fufFo- bath. 
cated with the iteam. His corpfe was burnt without any fu- 
neral fulemnity, purfuanc to a will which he had made, even 
yrhile he was in high favour with the prince w . Thus died the 
celebrated L. Ann ecus Seneca on the twelfth, or, as others 
will have ir, on the thirteenth, of April. Dion Cajjius allures 
us, that he was privy to the con fpi racy x , from which charge 
Tacitus docs not attempt to clear him. He tells us indeed, 
thjt Nero had no proof of his being engaged in the plot ; hut 
adds, that a rumour prevailed, that Subi'ius Flavins, in a fe- 
cret confutation with the centurions, not without the privic/ 
of Seneca , had determined, as foon as Nero was cut off by the 
aid of Pi/i 9 to difpatch Pifo too, and transfer the empire to Se- 
neca; nav, the very words, ft id to have been uttered by Fia- 
vuis in that conference, became current, iri%. That it availed 
nothing to depofe a minltrcl, if he were to he fucceeded by a 
tragedian ; for as Nero ufed to .play upon the harp, fo Pifo's chief 
delight was to fins; attired like an adtor in a tragedy. Of Seneca's 
writings we (lull (peak hereafter. As to his manners, we (hall 
only fay, that many things were imputed to him, peihaps not 

w Taci 1. c. 62, 64. x Dio. 1. !xii. p. 713. 
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urideferve'dly, altogether inconfifteht with the philofophy which 
he? profefTed. He entertained a mighty opinion of his own vir- 
tue; but few have hitherto concurred with him in the fame fert- 

laments. 

Hitherto Fenius Rufus had proceeded with more fey erity, 
than either Tigellinus or Nero himfelf, againft the confpirators 
his accomplices; but was in the end detected: for while in the 
examination of Flavius Scsvinus the fenator, he urged him with 
many menaces to a full confeflion, Scevinus fmiled, and told 
him, That no man was better acquainted with the particulars 
of the plot than himfelf. Fenius attempted to refute the charge; 
but, faultering and perplexed in his fpeech, he gave manifeft' 
tokens of his guilt and difmay: whereupon he was by the em- 
peror's orders immediately feized and dragged to prifon. At the 
fame time the brave tribune Subrius Flavius was impeached. 
He at firft defended himfelf; but being prefled by the informer?, 
he not only owned the charge, but gloried in it; and in anfwer 
to Nero, who afked him, Upon what provocation he had 
flighted the obligation of his oath? for the foldiery, efpecialh/ 
the officers, bound themfelves by a folemn oath to protect the 
prince againft all foreign and domeftic enemies; Becaufe I ab- 
horred thee, faid he, though there was not in the whole army one 
more zealoufy attached to thee than I, fo long as thou didji merit 
affection ; but I began to hate thee, when thou becajnejl the mur- 
derer of thy mother, the murderer of thy brother and wife, a cha- 
rioteer, a comedian, and an incendiary. Tacitus tells us, that 
the whole confpiracy afforded nothing which proved fo bitter 
and pungent to Nero as this reproach. He ordered Flavius to 
be immediately put to death, committing the execution to Ve- 
ianus Niger, a tribune, who led him into the next field, and 
there ordered in the firft place a funeral trench to be dug, fuch 
as ferved for a grave to the foldiers, who died in the camp. Fla- 
vius found fault with it, as too ftreight and (hallow; and turning 
to the guard of foldiers, This, faid he, without betraying the 
leaft concern, is not even done according to the laws of difcipline. 
When the tribune defired him to ftretch out his neck valiantly, 
Iwifo, replied he, thou mayejl ftrike as valiantly ; and truly the 
tribune was feized with fuch a violent trembling, that he with 
difficulty cut off his head at two blows. However, he after- 
wards bragged to Nero, that he had dcfigncdly employed more 
blows than one. The next example of firmnefs and conftancy 
was adminiftered by Sulpitius Sffper, the centurion ; who being 
afked by Nero, Why he had confpired againft him? anfwered 
in a few words, Becaufe there was no other relief againft th'j 
abominable enormities. The other centurions faced death with 

caual braver v. Bat Fenius Rrfus betrayed a mcannefs quite un- 
becoming 
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becoming a man of his rank and profeffion ; nay, he even filled Fenius 

his laft will with unmanly lamentations. Nero hoped to find Rufus dU 
ihe conful Veflinus likewife concerned in the confpiracy ; but, as *M a »fy- 
he was a man of a violent fpirit and altogether untraceable, the 
confpirators had not thought fit to impart their defign to him. 
He had once lived in clofe confidence with Nero; but after- 
wards abufing the freedom which the emperor allowed him, and 
utterly defpifing him, he ufed frequently to infult the prince 
with poignant farcafins, which left behind them a bitter remem- 
brance, as they were for the moft part founded on truth. Be- 
fides, Nero dreaded the haughty and violent temper of Veftinus ; 
and therefore wifhed for a plauflble pretence to get rid of him £ 
but as no accufer appeared to charge him, fince he could not 
fatiate his rancour under the title of a judge, he had recourfe to 
the violence of a tyrant, and difpatched Gerelanus the tribune, 
at the head of five hundred men, with orders to obviate the at- 
tempts of the-conful. He had that day difcharged all the func- 
tions of a conful, and was celebrating a banquet at home with 
great gaiety, when the foldiers entering, told him, That the tri- 
bune waited for him. Veflinus^ without delay,, rofe from table, The quick 
and in a trice the tragedy was begun and finifhed ; he was fliut a >*d bra<ut 
up in a chamber; the phyfician attended; his veins were cut, death of 
and he, while he was ftill in full vigor, conveyed into a hot bath, *£ e c ° n f*l 
and fuffbcated with the fteam, without uttering a fyllable that Ve l unus - 
argued either grief or companion for himfelf. In the mean time, 
the whole company that fupped with him were befet by a guard, 
and not releafed, till the night was far fpent, Nero making him- 
felf fport with the fears of men, who had patted at once, from 
the mirth and joy of a feaft, to the deadly apprehenfion of their 
laft doom. At length he ordered the guards to withdraw, fay- 
ing, that the conful's guefts had paid dear enough for their good 
cheers Lucan the poet was next fentenced to die. His veins being 
opened, and his blood iflliing in ftreams, he foon perceived his 
feet and hands to grow cold and ftiff : but before his faculties Lucan dies 
were impaired, recollecting fome lines of his own, in which y'tAgreat 
he defcribed a wounded foldier expiring after the fame manner, intrepidity* 
herehearfed them, and they were the laft words he uttered • 
(N). Suetonius^ or whoever elfe is the author of his life, tells 

y Tacit.c. 63 — Cg. ■Idem,c. 70. 

(N)Thevcrfes mentionod here, were, without all doubt, the fol- 
lowing : 

Scinditur anulftis^ nee Jlcut <vulnere fanguis 
Emiittit lentuiy tuptii cad it undique wmj ; 
ft if Hi'fuj'que auh.u.e dhi: >Ja in ttumira meant is 
Jntiretj'tui ti'i*ii s. 

US, 
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us, that his behaviour towards Nero, who loved him, was fuch 
as would have provoked the beft of princes. His informing, and 
indeed fa! fly, if the author of his life is to be credited, againft 
his own mother, will reflect eternal ignominy on his memory. 
The emperor had promifed him his pardon; but the only favour 
he granted him, was the choice of his death, which happened 
on the thirtieth of Jpril in the twenty-feventh year of his age * 
We fhall fpeak of his writings anon. Scnecio, £hun£iilianu! y 
and Scevinus, fufFercd death with a fpirit far different from the 
former effeminacy of their lives. The other confpirators were 
put to death, without fpeaking or doing any thing worthy of no- 
NeroV tice. Suetonius tells us, that Nero, not fatisfled with the pu- 
rr**//;' to nifhment of the confpirators themfclves, drove their innocent 
tbecbU- children out of Rome, and cau fed them, together with their tu- 
drcn of the tors, governors, and domcftics, to be either poifoned, or ftarved 
eonjpira- to death b . Whole families, as that writer afTu res us, were cut 
* ors - off at one meal. During this mighty carnage, which filled 

Rome with deaths, corpfes, and funerals, no one durft (hew the 
leaft fympton of forrowfor their murdered relations; nay, they 
muft teftifyjoy, unlefs they had a mind to be treated like tray- 
tors and enemies to the ftate and emperor. Hence, as the city 
was Med with carcafes, fo was the capitol with victims: one 
had loft a fon \ one a brother ; this man a friend \ that a near re- 
lation : but whatever was the lofs, every one paid his public 
thankfgiving to the gods; adorned, in token of joy, his houfe 
with laurelj fell proftrate at the emperor's feet; kiffed his hand, 
Boards Itfc. Jntonius Na talis and Cervarius Proculus were pardoned, 
theinftru- i n confideration of their early confeffton and difcovery. MM* 
m>'nts of £ / JUS t j ie freed man was amply rewarded, and honoured with a 
l*s cruelty. Q rec f z name fignifying protector. Granius Silva?ius y one of 

the tribunes of the praetorian guards, obtained his pardon ; but 
foon after, fcorning to owe his life to the tyrant, fell by his own 
hand. All the friends of Se?teca, tho' rather calumniated than 
convicted, were condemned to banifhment. Crfonius Maxi- 
tnus and Cadicia % the wife of Sccvinus, werediiven out of Italy* 
anJ only by their punifhment knew that they had been charged 

as criminals (O). The accufation againft Attili*, Lucians 

mother 

a Sunr. in vtt. Lucan. b SuET. c. 36. 

fCT The following beautiful ep : gram in Martial, infenhed to one 
C<vi tus. an intimaic friend of C.rjouius M.,xi//:us t may givcusfome 
li^lit into this matter : 

jMaximus ille tutu, Ox/VV, C*tt"jJiiu! hie eft, 
C jtt} .idktte tu.'iuw av*? /♦.'•»• err a ttnet . 

TLiiC X. ru d*<mn«>\it : C^dtu Aamnurc N<ro*:nn 
., fa an cs , fcf p 1 uj ; , mn tun fat o % ft$u i : 

jEquara 
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mother was droptj fo that, without being cleared, fhe efcaped 
unpuniflied c . 

And now the confpiracy being utterly fupprefled, and the 
confpirators either fentenced to death or banifliment, Nero af- 
fcmblcd the foldiery, diftributed amongft them a largefs of two 
thousand nummi a man, and ordered them to be thenceforth fijp- 
plied with corn at the public expence. Upon Petronius Turpi- 
I'hViuS) Cocceius Nerva^ and Tigc/littus, he beftowed triumphal 
ornaments, as a reward for their zeal in profecuting the confpi- 
rators; nay, he caufed triumphal ftatuesto be eredted in the fo- 
rum to the two latter, and their images to be placed in the pa- 
lace; a diftin&ion feldom granted, and only to perfons of the 
greater! merit. Nymphidius was diftinguifhed with the confular 
ornaments. He was the fon of a freed-woman, who, as me was 
very beautiful, had long proftituted herfelf to the domcfrics of 
the emperors, bond and free, without diftin&ion. Nymphidius 
boafted himfelf the fon of Catigula^ whom he refembled both 
in his countenance and the tallnefs of his frature; and it is not 
improbable, fays our hiftorian, that the emperor, addicted as he 
was to all manner of lewdnefs, had defcended to gallantries with 
his mother. But of him we fhall have occafion to fpeak more 
at length hereafter; for he too had his fhare in the calamities and 
viciflitudes of Rome. The emperor, having thus rewarded the 

c Taci t. c. 73 . 

JEquora per Seyll<e megttus ccmcs cxulii ifli y 

2gui wo Jo nolueras cotifuiis ire comes. 
Si e viclura me is mandantur itomina chart is, 

Et fas eft cincri me fupcrrjfc vice ; 
Auditt ha:c prfrfit:s % <vcnturaque turba, fuijfe 

Mi te, Settee ec quod fttit ilte fur ( $\). 

from theft! verfes it is plain, that Ceefwius had been a conful, and 
was one of Seneca $ moll intimate friends ; which was, without doubt, 
the motive that prompted Nero to banifh him. Ab Ovidius accom- 
panied him into banifh men r, fo had Cerfmitts in all likelihood accom- 
panied formerly Severer, when he was by Claudius banifhed into the 
iuand of 0.rft, a. The fubjeel of theprcfent epigram is the efligies 
of Crfijnius in wax, fent either by Martial to his friend Ovidiuf t or 
ov 0: idius to the poet. C&fonius himfelf died, it fcems, before chid 
time in exile. After his confulfhip, he was font into d/ricrt, to go- 
vern iliac province, whither Ovidius re hi fed to follow him; but, 
liKc a true friend, he attended him, when dilj> raced and condemned 
i' 1 baiinhmcnt ; a fignal inilance of fidelity and iiicndflu'p, and wor- 
li '> °' being by ib great a poet tranfmitted to ihclatclt poiterity. 



( 3 r ) Martial . /. vii 
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inftrumcnts of hi:; tyranny, aflcmbled the fathers, and acquainted 
them with the late tran factions. To the people likewife head- 
d re {lid an edict upon the fame fubjec/r, and pubhfhed the feverai 
evidences again ft the confpirators, with their own confeffions, 
in order to confute a rumour current among the populace, that 
the plot was forged, and that Nero, merely to fatiate his cruelty 
and out of bafe fear, had facriflced fo many illuftrious citizens. 
The mean In the fenate, where the moft abjecT: flattery prevailed, every 
fiat t cry of particular, the more fenfibly he was affecled with inward grief 
the ftnate. for the lofs of his friends or relations, the more outward joy and 

congratulations he exprefled. It was by the whole bedv decreed, 
that public thankfgivings and oblations fhould be paid to all.the 
deities, and particular honours to the fun, who having a chapel 
in the circus, where the parricide was to be perpetrated, had 
brought to light the dark contrivances of the confpirators; that 
the circenfian games mould be folemnifed with extraordinary 
pomp; that the month of Jpril, in which the conspiracy was 
detected, fhould thenceforth bear the name of Nero; that a 
temple mould be erected to the goddefs Saiusov Safety % in the 
place whence Scevinus had taken the dagger, EsV. The dagger 
itfelf was by Nero dedicated in the capitol, with this inscription, 
To Jupiter the avenger (P). Such was the ifliie of this confpi- 
racy, which to the fame moment owed, as Tacitus obferves, 
its beginning, progrefs, and perfection, and was with faithful 
filencc and lecrecy concealed in a combination fo numerous, fo 
varioully framed, amongft thofe of every condition, fix, and 
age, till it was accidentally difcovered in the manner we have 
related. 

N ro be Nero, now delivered from all fear, betook hi mfelf again to 

t(Jt° him- nis * lar P* As l ' ,e " me a PP roacne d for difputing the prizes in 
felj i.^.ihi the quinquennial games, the fenate, to prevent Nero fromap- 
/o/jij /ji.r\ ptaring there as a competitor, offered him the prize of mufic, 

/ and alfu the crown of eloquence. But the emperor anfwered, 

(P The dagger was inferibed to Jupiter the avenger, Jovii'in- 
Hia\ words, lays our hiitorian, which, at that time, were not 
nvndcd. But, upon the revolt of Julius I'indcx, which afterward! 
happened, an augury and prcfage of approaching v enhance was 
drawn from them. 'TaJtus tell* us, that he found, in the journals ot 
the ill. are, that Crealis ins % con ful elect, when it came to hi: vote, 
irm ed, : hat a temple fhould in all I peed he railed at the public charge 
n:\i co nfee rated to the deified Xtto; a motion which 1 e reaily meant 
s,s a lomphmcnt, to one who was inti t : to divine \s oifliip i J* ut 
from :!;rnce too wes inferred an omen cf l.i;. approaching tifei l irfC 
to (Mti e»:? ui\ hie huRuara were :ioi paid, till they finill.iu cneirnW 

( 3 2 . Tacit, c. 74- „ T(ut 
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That he needed not their partiality, fince he himfelf was a 
match for all his competitors, and would only, by the juft de- 
termination of the judges, purchafe the praife and recompence 
of hisikill. He appeared therefore publicly upon the Itage, and j-j. Ct ph ri1 rs 
there rehearfed a poem of his own compofing; but the populace c „ the puh- 
applauding him, and begging he would difplay ail his lhidies, for lu fittoe as 
thefe were their words, he entered the great theatre, and there a x:?r.p(ti- 
appearing amongft the common harpers and rninftrels, contended /cr /'or the 
with them for the prize, with fuch eagernefs and anxiety, that f-rixej. 
he never ventured to fit down, however fatigued, that being con- 
trary to the clrablifhed laws of the harp, nor to fpit, nor to 
wipe the fweat from his face, fave only with his arm. In the 
end, adoring the multitude with his knee bent and his hands 
lifted up, according to the cuftom of the common players, he 
waited with awe and trembling the determination of the judges. 
The common people of Rome applauded him with loud fhouts 
and clapping of hands, from an utter infenfibility, fays our hi fto- 
rian, of the crying reproach, which difgraced the Roman em- 
pire. But the inhabitants of the municipal cities of Italy ^ who 
hill retained the fevere manners of the antients, and fuch as came 
from remote provinces, and attended then at Rome upon em- 
bailies, or their own private affairs, could not behold, without 
indignation, the fovereign of Rome thus debafing himfelf upon 
the itage, and much lefs join thofe, who applauded this his 
flumcful debafement. They were therefore frequently beaten 
by the foldiers, who flood in feveral clufters among the croud 
to obferve the faces of the fpedtators d . 

Nero 9 encouraged with the applaufe of the multitude, ap- Appears 
pearcd thenceforth almofr. eveiy day on the flage, inviting, not Jr.qumtly 
only the fen a tors and knights, butlikewife the populace and the 0,1 
whole rabble of Rome 9 to hear him, though he performed for f?g r >«'id 
the moft part in the theatre, which he had built in the palace. hrcs e 
He often kept the audience, not only the whole day, but the * u * im€€ * 
night too ; for till he was tired and gave oven, no one was allowed 
[o depart upon any occafion, however necefTary and urging : 
mfomuch, that women are faid to have been delivered in the 
theatre, and feveral perfons fo tired, that, finding the gates of 
the palace (hut, they either leaped privately over the wall, or, 
m order to be carried out, pretended to be in a fwoon c j 
fame, by never ftirring night nor day from their feats, wero 
feed with mortal diftempers 3 which, however, they dreaded 
Ins than the prince's rcfentment, which they unavoidably incur- 
red by their abfcncc : befides the feveral concealed and private 
obfervers, employed to marjc th$ carriage of the audience, 



t Tacit, annal. i. xvi. c. 5. c Suet* c. 23. 
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there were numbers of open fpies, who publicly fct down the 
names of fuch as were prefent, obferved their faces, and watched 
all the fymptoms of pleafure or diflatisfaclion in every one pre- 
fent : the vulgar were immediately punifhed by the foldiery for 
the leail difattention ; towards perfons of rank the emperor's re- 
fentment was for the prefent frnothcrcd, but vented at lafl \n a 
Vefpaftan more dreadful manner. We are told, that Vcfpafan, after- 
in dangxr wards emperor, was not only bitterly reproached by Pbcebtu 
for bis Nero's freed man, but charged as a criminal, for having nodded 
ttif.it ten- while the emperor was Tinging : this difattention would have 
ttcn. co ft | 1 j m hj s Hf e ^ had not his friends, men of great rank and 

merit, employed their prayers and mediation in his behalf. 
This year the death of Poppcva, Nero's wife, filled Rome in ap- 
pearance with grief and mourning, but in rcalitv with much 
joy ; for me was no lefs abhorred, than her hufband, on ac- 
Tbe death count of her lewdnefs and cruelty. She was killed by Km 
©/Pop- himfeif with a kick on the belly, while (he was big with child, 
P~a. for finding fault with him, as Suetonius tells us, upon his coming 

home late 1 ; or becaufc Ihe ventured to rally him, as we read 
in Dion Cafjius p , upon his fkill and addrefs in chariot-driving, 
Her body was not burnt according to the Roman cuftom ; but, 
after the manner of foreign monarchs, embalmed and repofitcd 
in the fepulchre of the Julian family. Her obdquies were ce- 
lebrated with the utmoft pomp, and her panegyric pronounced 
from the public roftrum by the emperor himfeif h . Pliny allures 
us, that more perfumes were burnt at her funeral, than Arabia 
Felix produced in a year She conftantlv kept and carried 
about with her, if Dion Coffins is to be credited k , five hundred 
aflis, and daily bathed in their milk for the prefervation of her 
beauty. Upon the death of Popp.ra, Nero defined to marry 
dtntonia, the daughter of Claudius and his own inter by adop- 
tion ; but flie declined the match, and was on that account by 
his orders put to death, as if file had bjen concerned in a con- 
fpiracy, probably that of PifoK Soon after he ma: ri« d SiatHia 
A'IeJaii;;a, the widow of the late conful /Itticus Vfifiinuu ™ J 
defcend.d from Statilius Taurus^ who had been twiec o r.fui in 
the reign of /Jugujlm, She too, as appears from fume ar.tunt 
medals m , was honoured with the title of Jt/jnJ/a. 
Junius Si- Not Ion-; after the death of Po/*p&a 9 Nero doomed tnde- 
lanus cm- ftru&ion two of the greateft men in Rome, Cat us Cojtur L*»- 
dc::uwd* ginttSj a learned civilian, and L. "Junius Silanus Torquatus, the 

former for his great wealth and the exemplary gravity of hw 

r Sv ft c. 3^. f Dio. 1. Ixii. p h Taci ~. c 

Svrr. c. 55. Dio. p. 71. * Pun. I. xii. c. 1 S. k 0* 
Jxi. p. 72. 1 Sukt. c. 35. »« Goi r/.. p. 46. 
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manners; the latter, becaufe he was related to the Cczfars, and, 
for his modefty and other eminent qualities, judged by the Ro- 
man people worthy of the empire. Cajfius was blind, very 
aired, and led a retired life, as did like wife Silanus^ though in 
the prime of his youth, having from the late bloody doom of 
his uncle Thrquatus* who had afliimed the port of a prince, 
learnt to fhun all outward appearance of grandeur. However, 
the very fame imputations, which had been formerly objected 
to his uncle, were urged againft him ; t:;z. that he afpircd at the 
fovereign power, affected more majefty and ftate than became 
a private citizen, kept about him men with the title of princi- 
pal fecretaries, procurators, auditors of the revenues, trcalurcrs, 
6tV. names and offices of imperial grandeur, which he already 
p-rf.»nated : imputations utterly falfe and groundlcfe. To Ccf- dti ! Caf- 
jius Nero o^jecLd, that amongft the imaircs of hi-, anccftors he Uus 
prefcrved in high reverence that of Cuius Cujfius, thus inferi bed, & lllU: - 
The leader of the party. At the fame time, he fuhorned certain 
perfons to forge an accufation againft Lepida^ the wife of Caf- 
jf/tf and aunt to Silanus, as if flie had been guilty or inceft with 
her nephew, and had praclifed magical lites of a mifchievous 
tend ency. Againft Cajjius and Silanus the lenate pronounced 
fentence of perpetual banimment, but referred the punifliment 
of Lepida to the judgment of the emperor. Coffins was tranf- 
ported into Sardinia* and, in regard of his great age, the fhort 
remains of his life were fp;<red. Silanus, under colour of car- 
rying him to the ifland of Naxos 9 was conveyed to 0/?ia 9 and 
afterwards confined in Barium, a city of sfpulia, where a cen- 
turion, commiilioned to put him to death, laying hold of him, 
advifed him tc* cut his veins. Si /anus anfwered, that he was 
not fond of life; but that no executioner fhould have the glory 
of putting him to death. Hereupon the centurion ordered his 
men to fecurc him; but Silamts* who was a young man of 
great ftrength, refolute and daring, though dchVituto of arms, 
made a vigorous refiftance, till he fell by the fword of the cen- 
turion, under a multitude of w )unds, all received before, like 
a orave man, who falls facing the enemy in the day of battle n . 
With no lefs intrepidity died Lucius Vetus, and his mother-in- s.wrvti 
law Se tia, with Pcllutia his daughter. Nero had long hated ot hr'p*r- 
them, asftand ing reproaches upon him for the murder of Ru- fonsefdif- 
h'Sius Plautus, the hulband of Polluiia and (bn-in-law to Ve-ti»?im " 

He therefore fuhorned a freed man of t r/ etns to accufe him, condemned. 
and th-cn fent a guard of foldicrs to feize him at one of his feats 
m th- neighbourhood of Formi r. Hereupon his daughter Pol- 
tutia fl cw to Naples^ where the emperor then was; and bcino; 



11 Tacit, c. 7, 8. 
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denied acccfs to him, watched at the gates of his houfc, till (he 
had an opportunity of befeeching him to hear the defence of an 
innocent m.m, and not to facrilice, upon the depofition of a 
treacherous iLve, one who liad formerly been hiscollegue in the 
confulfhip. But in the end, being convinced, that the impla- 
caMe tvrant was nut to be foftentrd with fupplications, file re- 
turned to her father, and acquainted him, that lie mud. ba- 
nilh all hope, and with intrepidity meet a fate, which he could 
not avoid. At the fame time, tidings arrived, that the fenate 
was haftenin^ his trial, and proceeding to a tcrrihle and m'Tci- 
lefs fentence. Hereupon he diftributcd amonglr his domcftics 
whatever fums of money were then in his pofTeinon, and at the 
fani'.* time* ordered them to remove and appropriate to themfclves 
the rich furniture of his villa. Then retiring, with his mother- 
in-law Scxtia and his daughter Pollutia, into a private apart- 
ment, they aU three opened their veins in one and the fame 
chamber, wiih one and the fame inftrument; and being covered 
for decency with a fingle garment, they were conveyed into a 
warm bud., where they ali three bled to death, the father's 
eyes being the whole time fixed upon his daughter, thofeof 
Sextla on her grand-daughter, and hcis upon both: they all 
prayed with emulation for a fpeedy end ; each wiflied to expire 
firfT, and leave behind fuch dear relations ftill alive, though 
flattening to die : and fortune oh ferved the order of feniorityand 
nature, the oldeft expiring firft, and the youngeft laft. After 
their death the fervile fenate was for pronouncing them guilty 
of hich trcafon, and having their bodies dragged through the 
public flrcus, and thrown into the Tiber ; but Nero interpofed, 
declaring himfuf fatisfLd with the punifliment, which they had 
voluntarily undergone °. P. Gallus* a Roman knight, for- 
merly intimate with Fcmus Rufus and a friend to rctus, was 
Irani fhed. To the freed man the accufcr, a plare was afligned 
in the theatre among the officers of the trihunes of the people. 
As the name of rfpril had been already changed into that of 
Nrroy the name of May into that of Claudius , fo was the name 
of June now changed into that of Germanic us , Cornelius Orfi- 
tus moving, that the name of June (hould be abolUhcd, lincc 
two of the J unii Torquati, already executed for trcafon, had 
(Vfty^vva rendered it abominable >\ This year the country of Campania 
itiicij wis ravaged with dreadful tempi'fls and violent whirl-winds; 
rt*i,h^ whole villages were overturned, plantations torn up, the fruits of 
//>,.',/;)./ the earth fcattcred, is'e. At the fame time, a terrible pclhlence 
/..»;./,• \f. raged at Rome, and fwept away in a fhort fpace above thirty 

thoufand pcrfons of all ranks and conditions. The fenators and 
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knights were lefs bewailed, as our hiftoriun obferves, fince by 
a contagion common to all, they efcaped falling by the cruelty 
of the prince. Nero? after fo many accumulated ac"ls of ty- 
ranny, ihevved this year fome companion upon the inhabitants 
of Lions, whom he prefented with a large fum to repair the da- 
mage their city had fufFered by accidental fire (R). 

ftf the following confulfhip of C. Suetonius Paulinus and C. 
.Lucius Telefmus, Sofia nus, who had been condemned, as we 
have related above, to perpetual banrfhment, for certain viru- 
lent verfes by him compofed again ft Nero, having infinuated 
himfelf into the friendship of one PGinmenes, who was an exile 
in the fame place, and celebrated for his knowledge in the my- 
fterics of aftrology, obferved that meflengers were daily arriving 
to confult him, and at the fame time learnt, that from P. An- 
teius a yearly ftipend was allowed him. Upon this intelligence 
he intercepted letters from Anteius, and even ftolc the papers 
containing the calculation of his nativity, and a fcheme drawn 
concerning the birth and fortune of OJlorius Scapula \ which 
he no fooner had in his pofleflion, than he wrote to the empe- 
ror, that he had mighty difcoveries to communicate ; for Anteius 
and OJlorius were meditating fome fudden attempt upon the 
ftate, and diving into their own deftiny, and that of Crfar. 
Light vefTels were immediately difpatched away, and Sofianus 
with all poflible expedition tranfported to Rome; where, upon 
the firft divulging of his difcovery, Anteius fealed his laft tcflra- 
ment, being warned by Tigellinus to lofe no time, and then tpbe death 
Avail owed a draught of poifon; but growing impatient of its 0 J Anteius. 
flow operation, he haftened his death by opening his veins. 
OJlorius was then at an eftate of his own on the borders of 
Liguria, whither a centurion was fent with orders to kill him 
with all difpatch. For OJlorius was a man of extraordinary 

(R)The burning of Lions happened, according to Seneca (35}, a 
hundred years after it was founded Hence Liphus concludes thac 
tins mibfortune befel that flourishing colony in the fifty-eighth year 
of die CbnjiiHjiTcra., order- for founding it having been given in the 
coniallhip of liirtius and Punj'.i, forty three year* before the faid 
fcra. But cither rhefe orders were not immediately put in execution, 
or the burning did not happen fo early, fince all the letters, in which 
•W<v7 fpeaks of this calamity, are by the bell chronoloaers thought 
to have been written in the lixty-foiirth or nVy-fifth of The Cbnjti.m 
Era. That N, ro fhould defer relieving the inhabitants for the fpace 
of ieven year*, as Lip/ius pretends, h altogether improbable. This 
city (hewed it, grathude to Nct-o, by llcadily adhering to his party, 
attcr all the other cities of Gaul had declared for the revolters (34). 

(3J X Senec. t-p. 91. (34) Bio. Axlvi. p. 3C3. Nsris C..-/V. -\ 29-. 
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valour, of prodigious ftrcngth, great experience in war, emi- 
nently qualified tor the command of an army, and had been 
dtfringuifhed in Britain? while he ferved there under his father, 
wiih :i civic crown : hence Nero? who ever fmce the difcovery 
of the late confpiracy, lived under continual dread, fearing that 
brave officer fhouid take arms againft him, was glad of any 
0/"OMori- pretence to get rid of him. The centurion, having befet all 
us, Mella, the avenues to the villa, acquainted Ojlorius with his orders- 
Anicius, from the emperor, which were no fooner fignified to him, than 
tec. turning againft himfelf that bravery, which he had fo often ex- 

erted againft the enemy, he opened all his veins without be- 
traying the Ieaft concern or difmay ; but as the blood flowed 
flowly, he difnatched himfelf with a poinard, ordering one of his 
fiaves to hold up the weapon fteadily ; then grafping and ftreng- 
thening the flave's hand with his own, he ran his throat upon 
the fatal fleel. Within the compafs of a few days, Atrnaut 
Mella, Cer calis Anicius? Kufus Crifp'mus, and Caius Petrc- 
nius? underwent the fame bloody doom. Crifpinus had been 
captain of the praetorian guards under Claudius? and diftin- 
guifhed, though only a knight, with the ornaments of thecon- 
fuHhip ; but lately banifhed, as privy to the confpiracy, into 
Sardinia? where, upon notice that he was doomed to die, he 
llew himfelf. Mella was brother to Gallio and Seneca, and the 
father of Lucan. He was accufed by one of Lucan's intimate 
friends, named Fabitts Romanus? who feigned, that the father 
and fon were equally concerned in the confpiracy ; and having 
counterfeited letters to this purpofe in the hand of Lucan? {hew- 
ed them to Nero? who ordered them to be carried to the ac- 
cufed, whofe imtnenfc riches were his only crime. Mella no 
fooner faw them, than he opened his veins, and by a voluntary 
death anticipated his fentence : in his will he bequeathed im- 
menfe fums to TigelUnus and his fon-in-law Cojfutianus Cafito, 
in order to fecure the remainder. Cerealis likewifc became his 
own executioner, but fell unpiiied, hecaufc he had formerly 
The. (ha- difcovcrcd a plot againft Cidigula. Cains Petrositis ? to whom 
racier of fume learned critics afciibe the fragments, equally elegant and 
PetroniuF. ohfeene, which have renclud our times, was a man intirely 

abandoned to all manner of voluptuoufnefs. He wafted the 
day in fti op and the night in revels: as others had by induftry 
acquired a name and character, Peir cuius was by his fiscal 
f 1 nh and indoh nee raifed to notice and fame : he indulged him- 

all the '.rautu-s and delights of life; hut at the fame time 
l ..d t!v." piuiknec to keep within bounds, and not fvjuandcr 
away, ! : ke many others, his if hire. N-:i:her was he a Have to 
h. : s jin fll'r apjvtit«f; but cxcccdm** curi*u:s ar.d refined in h !> 

lux.in : his behaviour was ixrivincly olli^inz an J polite; n' 5 

wit, 
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wit, in which he excelled all men of his time, natural and 
artlefs; and all his actions accompanied with a certain air of 
negligence. However, he difcharged the proconfular govern- 
ment of Bithynia 9 and foon after the confuJfhip itfelf, with 
great reputation, mewing himfelf in both thefe employments 
equal to the management of the greateft affairs. Then return- 
ing to his former vices, he was by Nero admitted to a great in- 
timacy, nothing appearing to the emperor elegant and polite, 
but what was recommended to him by the tafle and approba- 
tion of Petronius. This Tigelli?ius could not bear, and there- 
fore to get rid of one, who in credit was his rival, and in the 
fcience of pleafures his fuperior, had recourfe to the cruelty and 
jealoufy of the prince, two paflions, to which all others gave 
room; accufed Petronius of having lived in great intimacy 
with the confpirator Sccvinus\ fuborned one of his flaves,.to 
confirm the charge, and precluded him from aJl means of de- 
fence. Nero happened at that time to be upon the road to 
Campania^ and Petronius^ having accompanied him as far as 
Cumce^ was there by his orders put under arrefl : whereupon ff/ s C alm 
without flattering himfelf with vain hopes, or condefcending to and una m- 
intreaties, he refolved to prevent his fentence by a voluntary mon man- 
death, which he underwent in a manner altogether new, but ncroftiy- 
wellfuitedto the life he had led ; for having ordered his veins to be 
cut, he did not fhew any eagernefs to put an end to his agonies, 
but directed them to be clofed again, and then opened by inter- 
vals, juft as his fancy moved him, difcourfing the whole time 
with his friends, not upon ferious fubjecls, as if he aimed at 
the glory of conftancy in braving death, but upon indifferent 
matters, hearkening with attention to pay epigrams, love- 
verfes, and entertaining ftor ies : fome of his flaves he rewarded 
with bounties, others he punifhed with ftripes ; he even divert- 
ed himfelf with walking out, even refrefhed himfelf with flccp, 
that his death, though in reality violent, might appear alto- 
gether natural. In his laft will he flattered neither Nero nor 
TtgellinuSi nor any of the great men in power, as in oft others # 
had done; but, under feigned names of harlots and catamites, 
defcribed the fecret abominations of the emperor, tranfmitted 
to him this picture of himfelf carefully fealcd, and then broke 
his fignet, that it might not after his death become a fnare to 
the innocent. Nero 9 greatly amazed to find all his nocturnal 
and moft private impurities thus brought to light, after having 
long confidcred with himfelf by what means Petronius had 
come to the knowledge of them, fixed at length his fufpicion 
upon Si/ia, the wife of a f.nator, one privy to all his debau- 
cheries, and very intimate with Petronius. She was therefore 

doomed to banilhmcnt, for not concealing what ihc had feen 
Vol. XI V\ D d and 
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ah% undergone in the prince's nofturnal revels. At the farao 
time, Numicius Thermus was put to death, for no other crime, 
but becaufe a freedman belonging to him accufed Tigellinus of 
treafon ; which offence the informer expiated under the moft 
cxquifite torments p . 
Thrafea After the daughter of fo many illuftrious men, Nm at 
«WSora- length attempted, fays our hiftorian, to extirpate virtue itfelf, in 
nus accuf the perfons of B areas Soranus and Thrafea Partus, long fince 
ed* the objefts of his hatred. TJorafea had withdrawn from the 

fenate, as we have related above, when the affair of Agrippina 
came under debate there; at the fports, called yuvenales, 
he could not approve of the emperor's a£ting and finging upon 
the ftage; when the fenate was about to condemn to death 
Antijiius the praetor, for a virulent fatire by him compofed 
againft Nero, he propoled a mitigation of the fentence, and 
carried it ; when divine honours were decreed to Popptza, he 
abfented himfelf, and declined attending her funeral ; he had 
not now in three years once fethis foot in the fenate, and, tho* 
invefted with the quindecemviral priefthood, had never made 
oblations for the fafety of the prince, and the p refer vation of 
his heavenly voice, &fr. Thefe were the crimes urged againft 
Thrafea by Capito Coffutianus and Marcellus Epirus, two in- 
formers of great acrimony and vehemence. Ofiorius Sabinus^ 
a Roman knight, took upon him the tafk of accufing Barta\ 
Soranus : the crimes imputed to him were his friendship with 
Plant us, murdered by Nero's orders in dfia, and his intrigues 
with the Afia tics, while he governed them in quality of procon- 
ful, in order to engage them in a revolt. But his real crimes 
were, as Tacitus informs us, his having governed dfia with 
fignal vigilance and juflrice, his opening the port of Ephefu^ a 
work mightily applauded by the Afiatics, and his leaving the 
inhabitants of Pcrgamus unpuniflied for oppofing Acratus, one 
of Nero's freedmen, when he would have (tripped their city of 
all its pictures and ftatues. The junSure Nero chofe for de- 
ft roying thefe two great men was, that of the arrival of Tiri- 
dates to receive the crown of Armenia y either becaufe the pub- 
lic attention was then wholly engaged in that new fight, or be- 
caufe Nero meant on that occafion to difplay his great nefs and 
power by the (laughter of the two moft illuftrious men in the 
whole empire. While the whole city flocked out to fee a fo- 
reign king, Thrafea received orders not to attend his entry. 
Hereupon he compofed a memorial to Nero, befeeching the 
emperor to acquaint him with the allegations againft him, and 
offering to vindicate himfelf, were he but apprifed of the charge. 

p Tacit, c. n — 19. 
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iVV* received the memorial greedily, hoping that Tbrafea, un- 
der the apprehenfion of his impending doom, might have writ 
fomething tending to the glory of the prince and his own dis- 
credit ; but finding himfelf difappointed, and dreading the 
countenance, the great fpirit, and free fpeech of a man fo ge- 
nerally efteemedand revered, he ordered the fenate to be fum- 
moned. In the mean time, Tbrafea, having alTembled his The firm- 
friends and relations to confult with them, whether he fhould nefs of 
attempt a defence or be filent, Rujiicus Aralanus^ a young man Thrafea* 
of great fpirit and one of the tribunes of the people, who af- 
fifted at the confultation, offered to thwart the decree of the 
fenate, by interpofing againft it. But Thrafea would by no 
means allow him to purfue fuch methods, as would in the end 
prove fatal to him. The next day, two cohorts of the prseto- 
rian guards furrounded the temple of Venus where the fenate 
was to meet ; all the avenues to it were befet with men in 
their gowns, the common drefs of the city, but armed with 
fwords, which they took no care to conceal ; the great 
fquares and feveral temples were filled with bands of foldiers 
under arms. Through thefe the fenators pafTed to their aflem- 
bly, where, after a fpeech fent to them by Nero* and read by 
his qureftor, in which he fufficiently declared what he required 
of them, they condemned Thrafea^ So7~anus 9 and his daughter They are 
Servilia, but granted them the choice of their own deaths, hoth con- 
The charge brought againft Servilia was, that (lie had confulted dtmned by 
the magicians, which fhe owned j but declared at the fame time, thejenate. 
that her confultation had been confined to the confervation of 
her own family, whether the wrath of Nero might not be ap- 
peafed, and whether no tragical judgment would follow the cog- 
nizance of the fenate. Farther than this fhe had not inquired - p 
but ncverthelefs fhe was brought into the fenate, and there ar- 
raigned by O/iorius Sabinus, who queftioned her, whether fhe 
had not turned into money all her ornaments, and even flripped 
from her neck her jewels, to defray the expence of magic rites 
and facrifices ? To this queftion young Servilia, for fhe was The affefl- 
under twenty, embracing the altars with a flood of tears, an- ing Jpeech 
fwered, that the whole of her confultation had been to know, o/Servilia 
whether the emperor, and the fathers of the fenate, would to thefe* 
her dear and indulgent parent, befet with terrors, gracioufly na * e * 
afford protection and fafety. With this view, faid fhe, I pre- 
ferred the diviners, men till now utterly unknown to me, 
with my jewels, apparel, and the other ornaments peculiar to 
my quality, as I would have prefented my blood and life, had 
my blood and life been required. But whatever this my pro- 
ceeding was, my unfortunate father was an utter ftranger to it \ 

and, if it is a crime, J alone am the delinquent. Thefe words 

D d $ alarmed 
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jfoxtasASoranuSi who interrupted her while flie was yet uttering 
them, cryingout, that as file was not fuppofed to be guilty of die 
crimes laid to his charge, her caufe ought to be disjointed from 
his; that his own fate, whatever it fhould prove, he was ready- 
to undergo, but hoped, that in the danger of the father they 
would not involve the innocent daughter. Having thus fpoken, 
he was haftening to embrace his daughter, who flew to meet 
him ; bun the conful's liaors flepped between and prevented 

them q . . 

Sentence was no fooner pronounced againit the pretended 

criminals, than the quaeftor was difpatched to acquaint Thrafta 
with it, who was then in his gardens, reafomng there with De- 
metrius, a Cynic philofopher, about the nature of the foul, and 
its departure from the body. While he was intent upon this 
difcourfc, Do?nitius Cecilianus, one of his moft intimate friends, 
arrived, and related to him what the fenate had decreed. 
Thrafca'/ Thrafta heard him without betraying, either in his voice or 
magt:a.:i- countenance, the lcaft concern; only turning to his friends, 
mity in who came w j t j 1 Cecilianus, he embraced them, took his laft 
dsath ' leave of them, and prcflcd them forthwith to retire, left they 

fliould for their unfeafonable compaffion be involved in the fame 
fate. His wife Arria was very earneft to follow the example 
of her mother, who bore the fame name, and was wife to 
Cecina Patus, with whom flie died, as we have related elfe- 
where. But Tbrafea would not by any means allow her to 
lharc in his lot, befeeching her to preferve her life, and not de- 
prive her daughter of her only remaining refuge. He then 
went forth into a gallery, and there the qua^ftor found him, and 
delivered to him in form the fentence of the fenate, which he 
immediately put in execution, retiring into his chamber with 
Hclvidius his fon-in-law, Demetrius, and the quaeftor, in 
whofe prcfence he ordered the veins of both his arms to be cut. 
As the blood fprung, he called the quaeftor nearer, and fprmk- 
ling the floor with it, Let us, faid he to him, make this libation 
to Jupiter the Deliverer. Behold, young man ; may the gods a- 
vert the omen ! but you arc born in fuch times as require you to 
fortify your mind wttb examples of conjiancy. After this, falling 
into grievous torments, occafioned by the flow approaches o 
death, he turned towards Demetrius 5 but of the laft words and 
particulars of this great man's death we are bereft, by a lament- 
able chafm in this lalt annal of our hiftorian, and by the fame 
misfortune robbed of the detail, which that inimitable writer 
left of the other remarkable incidents that happened during me 
remainder of this, and the whole two laft years of Nero's reign. 
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This lofs we fliaU fupply in the beft manner we can with the 

accounts which have been tranfmitted to us by other writers, 
efpecially Suetonius and Dion CaJJius; but as neither of them 
has defcribed the particulars of the death of Thrafea, S or anus 9 
and his daughter Servilia, we cannot therein fatisfy the curiolity 
of our readers. 

Soon after the death of Thrafea, Nero? to divert theatten- Tiridates 
tion of the public from their domeftic calamities, received 77- crowned 
ridates with all the pomp of majefty and grandeur imaginable, king of Ax- 
and crowned him in one of the great fquares king of Armenia, menia by 
This was the moft magnificent and pompous ceremony that had Nero- 
ever been fcen in Rome; hut as we have already defcribed it in 
our hiftory of the Greater Armenia, we fhail only add here, 
that Nero allowed him, during his ftay at Rome, eighty thou- 
fand nummi a day, and loaded him, upon his departure, with 
prefents of immenfe value. The Armenian, who was a 
good courtier, had flattered the vain prince, and pretended to 
be ravifhed with his harmonious voice, and the fkill he difplayed 
in chariot-driving. After the coronation of Tiridates, Nera 
(hut up the temple of Janus, in token of an univerfal peace, 
as appears from a medal dated the thirteenth year of his reign, 
which did not begin till the month of Oftober, before which 
time, that is, in the month of May, the Jews, grievoufly 
oppreffed by their governor, efpecially Florus, had taken arms r . 
Nero folicited Vologefes, brother to Tiridates, and king of the 
Partbians, to come likewife to Rome; but in vain, Vologefes 
returning no other anfwer, than that Nero might, with lefs 
trouble, crofs the Mediterranean and corne into st/ia, where he 
would endeavour to meet him. The emperor, piqued with this 
anfwer, refolved to make war upon the Parthian ; and with 
this view made mighty preparations; ordered the flower of the 
armies in Illy ri cum, Germany, and Britain, to begin their 
march towards the kingdom of Albania ; and raited a new le- 
gion of Italians, each man fix foot tall, which he called the 
Itpon of Alexander the Great a . Thus was fize firft required 
in a foldier by a prince brought up amongft minftrels, fongfters, 
and charioteers, who, it feems, had no real defign of employ- 
ing his chofen legion, or any others, in military feat9 : for upon 
intelligence, that the Parthian king was inflexible, and pre- 
pared on his fide for a vigorous defence, he thought it advife- 
able to leave the glory of conquefts and warlike exploits to 
°thers, and confine his ambition to the unprincely honour of 
playing, finging, and a&ing upon the ftage. As the time 
therefore of the Olympic games approached, he left Italy, and 



iVidcP. Paci, an. 71. 8 Dio. I. Jxiii. p. 719. Scnsr.c. 19. 
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palled over into Greece, with no other defign, but to gain the 
reputation of the beft harper, finger, after, and charioteer, in 
the whole Roman empire. The Greeks ', who furpaffed all other 
nations in flattery, underftanding that the emperor piqued him- 
fclf upon his fkill in playing upon the harp, had difpatched 
embail'idors to him with all the crowns defigned by their feveral 
cities for fuch players; which was fo acceptable to Nero^ that 
he not only gave their embafTadors audience before any others, 
but admitted them to an entertainment, which he had prepared 
for his moil intimate friends. On this occafion one of them 
having begged him to fing them a fong, he immediately com- 
plied with his requeft, and was fo taken with their extravagant 
flattery, that he cried out, T7?e Greeks alone have a good ear \ 
Nero none but they under/land rnujic ! and a few days after fet out for 
paffes over Greece? leading with him, fays Dion Cajfius, fuch multitudes, 
into as might huve eafily reduced the Partbians and all the nations of 

Greece. xh t ea ft- 5 nac j tne y not) tne i r general, been doftitu te of all cour- 

, and armed only with harps, fiddles, mafques, bufkins, and 
fuch-like theatrical implements. With this army he imbarqued, 
and landing, at CaJJiope, he immediately began to fing before the 
altar of Jupiter Cajftus, Thence he advanced into the heart of 
Greece, playing, finging, and afting in all the cities, through 
which he pafTed. But he chiefly exerted his fkill at the Olympic 
games,, where, to the eternal ignominy of the Roman name, 
the head of the empire was not afhamed to appear, as a com- 
petitor, among the common harpers, players, and charioteers. 
Sings on He won the prize of mufic, by corrupting, as was commonly 
the pubhe believed, with large prefents, either the judges, or his compe- 
ar') **^titors. The prize of chariot-driving he evidently forfeited; 
chrrLt 1 ^ or having attempted to drive with ten horfes, he was thrown 
at the ant * hurt, that though he remounted, yet he was con- 

Olympic ft ra > ne ^ to gi ve over before he had flnifhed the career. How- 
gumes. ever, as he infifted with the judges upon their excluding all ca- 

fual events and misfortunes, the prize was to his unexpreflible fa- 
tisfa£tion decreed him. When the games were over, Nero not 
only rewarded the judges with the rights of Ronton citizens and 
rich prefents, but reftored the whole province of AcbaiatQ^ 
antient liberty, taking upon himfelf the office of crier, andfo- 
leninly proclaiming the freedom of the Achesans at Corinth on 
the day of the Ijlhmian games: fo that from this time the 
Greeks continued free from all manner of taxes, impofitionsi 
and tributes, governing themfelves by their own laws, till the 
reign of Vefpafmn, who revoked all the privileges and exempti- 
ons granted them by Nero, as Galba obliged Mie judges to refund 
the vaft fums, with which the chanting emperor had prefentw 

them. As the province of Ach.a{a b^onged to the feaatp *f 

people 
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people, Nero, when he declared it free, beftowed upon them in 
its room the ifland of Sardinia f . After this he travelled all over 
Greece, not prompted by the commendable curiofityof vifiting 
the antiquities of that once celebrated country, but by the un- 
princely ambition of difplaying his fkill and art in finging and 
playing upon the harp. He challenged every- where the befr Sings in 
performers, and never failed, as we may well imagine, being m °fi °f 
declared victor; infomuch, that he is faid to have gained in this citt^X 
progrefs above eighteen hundred prizes. He tranfmicted a par- 
ticular account of each victory to the fenate, inj oining them to 
acknowledge the favours of the gods towards him with vidtims, 
oblations, and public proceflions, and to fake care, that the 
fame devotions were praftifed throughout the whole empire °- 
That th:re might remain no monuments of other viewers, he 
commanded all their ftatues to be pulled down, to be dragged 
through the ftreets, and to be either daflied to pieces, or thrown, 
into the common fewers w . 

The Greeks, notwithstanding the favours he beftowed upon 
them, longed for his departure, his numerous train occafioning 
a great dearth of provifions, and almoft a general famine. Phi- 
lojbratus a/Tures us, that Xerxes, who entered Greece in a hoftile 
manner, putting all to fire and fword, did not fo grievoufly af- 
fli<5r. that unhappy country, as Nero, who came as a friend, and 
with no other view, but to divert the inhabitants. He every- 
where ftripped the cities and temples of the few pictures, ftatues, 
and other ornaments, which his officers had left them. The 
unfortunate province felt the effe&s, not only of his avarice, 
but likewife of his cruelty, of which Pbilojlratus gives us the 
following inftanc;?: An aftor in a tragedy at the Iftbmtan games 
having fung, fo as to deferve the chief applaufe, and lefufing, 
as he was better (killed in mufic than in the courtly art of flat- 
tery, to lower his voice, which quite drowned Nero's, the em- 
peror, tranfported with rage, caufed him to be ftrarrgled on the 
fhge in the fight of all Greece x . No wonder that his art every- 
where triumphed, when it was backed by fo much cruelty. 
Loaded with the crowns and prizes he had won, he went to Qottfuhs 
coitfult the oracle at Delpbos, and was warned by the pretended or ode 
deity of the place, To beware of feventy-tbree, which, not re- 0 f Dcl- 
flefting on Galba's age, he imagined to be the term of his life, phos. 
and conceived fo great afTurance of his living and enjoying an 
uninterrupted happinefs till that age, that having foon after loft 
fliany things of great value by fhipwreck, he confidently told 

1 Suet. I. vi. c. 22. Dio. I. lxiii p. 719. Pausak. in Cor. 
' A poll. Thy. 1, v. c. 3. Dio. I. vi. p. 323. Pauaak. ibid. 
w fcUBivc. 24 * Puilqs. ilrat. ibid. & Pausan. in Bccot. 

his 
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his friends, that the very fifli would bring them again j nay, he 
was fo poflefTed with this notion, that two years after, when the 
firft tidings were brought him of the infurre&ions in feveral pro-, 
vinces, he was fo far from being alarmed, that he feemed rather 
to rejoice at thofe difturbances, fince they fumilhed him with a 
plaulible pretence of feizing the eftates of the inhabitants. The 
pythonefs he prefented with a large fum, which Galba not long 
after obliged her to pay back >\ Thus Dion Cajfius and Suet* 
cnius ? but Lucianus Samofatenus x ? TThemiflius a , and the em- 
peror Julian ? furnamed the apojlate b , affure us, that the pytho- 
nefs reviled him as an Orejles? an Alcmtzon? two parricides who 
had murdered their mothers, without deigning to return him 
any further anfwer ; which fo provoked him, that he caufedall 
the iflues from the oracle to be ftopt up \ commanded feveral 
perfons to be murdered in the temple, in order to profane it j 
ftripped Apollo? or rather his priefts, of the lands he pofTdr. at 
Cyrrha? in the neighbourhood of Delphos\ and carried away 
with him five hundred flatues of brafs, which no tyrant before 
him had offered to remove. We are told, that, as he departed, 
jfpollo (hatched the crown from off his head, fignifying thereby, 
as was afterwards interpreted, that he was not to wear it Ipng c . 
He declined vifiting Athens? which city was faid to be haunted 
by the furies, and like wife Laced&mon? abhorring the very name 
of Lycurgus and his laws d . This year, Ceftius Gallus? gover- 
nor of Syria, being defeated on the eighth of Novcrnber by the 
Jews, after he had raifed the fiege of Jerufalem? acquainted 
Nero with his overthrow; who thereupon appointed Mucianut 

Vefpafian g overnor °f Syria in his room, and named Flavius Vefpafianus 
j- cftt to the command of the troops in that province, though he had 

agai?ifl the not long before forbid him his prefence, and threatened him with 
Jews. deftrudYion, for having nodded while the emperor was finging 

on the ft age c . 

Nero wi- Before he left Greece? he undertook to cut the IJlhmui^ 
dcrtakes to order to open a communication between the Ionian and JEgm 
cut through f e as, and by that means prevent the frequent wrecks that hap- 
tbcifthtom penned on the coaft of P cloponnefus . As theifthmus, or neck 
of Corinth. D f j anc j which parts the two feas, is fcarce fix miles over, Ju- 
lius Cafar? Caligula? and Claudius? had formed the fame de- 
fign ; but dropt it, as we are told, upon their being allured, that 
by their undertaking, if it fucceeded, whole countries wouM 
be drowned, Jjy rcafon that the Ionian fea was much higher than 

>'Suet.c. 40. Dio. p. 634. * Lucian Sam. Nero, dialog. 
* TiiiiM 1 sr. orat. cjuinque. p. 226. b Ju l 1 an\ p. 492. c Pac 
SAN.inPhoc. (l Dio. I. lxiii. p.721. r Joseph, bell. Ju^ 
ii. c. 40, Taci t. annal. xvi. c. 31. 

the 



Chap. ij. The R oman Hiftorf. 2 1 7 

the JEgean. Befides, at the firfl breaking of the earth, blbcd 
Was faid to have iflued, groans to have been heard, and fright- 
ful fpeclxes fcen f . But Nero^ not crediting fuch reports, and 
alwavs ready to attempt what was generally deemed impoflibJe, 
affembled his praetorian guards, encouraged them with large pro'- 
rnifas to undertake the work chearfully, and having fblemnJy 
prayed that the defign might turn to his advantage, and to the 
advantage of the common wealth, without fo much as mention- 
ing the fenate, he ordered the trumpets to found, and advanced 
at the head of his guards, Zinging and dancing, to the place 
where the work was to begin. There, with a golden pick- ax, 
which the governor of the province prefented to him, he pre- 
tended to fet an example to others; but being tired after three 
ftrokes, he carried away in a bafket the handful of earth he had 
moved, and pofted away to Corinth, as proud as if he had un- 
dergone the labours of Hercules. He ordered the piifoners from 
all parts to be tranfported into Greece, and fuch as were con- 
victed, whatever their crimes were, to be Condemned only to 
this work 2 . Vefpajian fent him fix thoufand Jczus, whom he 
had already taken prifoners. Thefe were, according to Jofe- 
phus 9 employed in the laborious work of hewing the rocks, 
while the prsetorian guards only removed the rubbifh h . But Drops that 
either the infurmountablc difficulties that occurred, or the trou- eitterprifc. 
bles, which began to break out, or were apprehended, about 
this time, obliged Nero to drop the enterprife, though he was 
with fuch ardor and eagernefs ber,t upon the execution of it, 
that he had rather have renounced the harp for ever, than feen 
his favourite project thus defeated *. 

The following year, Capita and C. RufUs being con Cub* He plun* 
Nero, continuing lliil in Greece^ and wanting money to fupply et rs 
his prodigality and defray his exorbitant expences, plundered Greece. 
Ml the province of Achaia, putting, under various pretences, 
fuch of the Greeks to death as were thought wealthy, and feiz- 
ing their eltates. From Achaia he extended his rapines to Italy 
and Rome, where all the riches of the known woild centred, 
'"joining Helius, a freedman of the emperor Claudius, whom 
he had left governor of the eity, to feize, under fome pretence 
or other* the eftates of all the wealthy citizens, to confifcate 
their effects, and turn them into money. Nero had taken with 
him into Achaia, fuch of the fenalorial and equeftrian order as 
were any ways confiderable for their birth, virtue, or fortunes, 
with a defign to difpatch them at a diftance front Rome y and con- 

1 Pi- in 1. vi. c 4. Dro. p. 7 22. b Suet. c. 31. Lucian. 
p. r 45 . h JobEi'H. brll. Jud. 1 iii. c. 36. 1 Lucian. 
dial, feu de Foflionc JAhmi, p. 143. 

Voi ~ XIV. E e fluently 



zi8 The Roman Hijlory'. Book. III. 

fequently with more fafety and lefs noife ; fo that tidings were 
daily brought to the city of the death Gf fome of iier moit illuf. 
trious citizens, and orders to Helius to feize their eftates. For 
this year Nero iffued an edi£t, declaring, contrary to the cultom 
which had hitherto obtained, the eftates confifcated even of 
thofe who anticipated their ientence by a voluntary death. Of 
the many great men who fuffered this year, none was more ge« 
The cha- ne rally lamented than the brave Domitius Corbulo. He was 
taSter of equal, fays Tacitus i in courage, prudence, and experience, to 
Corbulo. the moft renowned commanders of antient Rome y and at the 

fame time a true pattern of the modefty, virtue, and integrity 
of the primitive Romans. He was adored on account of his 
unbounded generofity, beneficence, and good-nature, even by 
the moft inveterate enemies of the Roman name, who would 
readily have fubmitted to Rome, had Rome been governed by a 
Corbulo. Nero , well acquainted with his commendable quali- 
ties, honour, and integrity, repofed in him an intire confidence, 
and inverted him with an unlimited power in the eaft, where 
he performed thofe feats, which we have defcribed at length in 
our hiftory of Armenia, Though he commanded a powerful 
army, intircly at his devotion, was by all judged the moft 
worthy of the fbvereign power in the whole Roman empire, 
and might have eafily feized it, as he was equally adored by 
Romans and foreigners of every rank and condition ; yet he ne- 
ver entertained the lead thought of affuming it. This inviola- 
ble fidelity to (b cruel a tyrant, fo worthlels a prince, was the 
only thing, which either Romans or foreigners ever blamed 
in him. To this Tiridates alluded, when fpealcing of him to 
Nero, he told the emperor, that, in Corbulo he bad an excel- 
lent jlave. But this year, Nero? having refolved to extirpate 
virtue from off the face of the earth, wrote a letter to Corbulo, 
filled with the moft tender expreflions of friendfhip imaginable, 
ftylinghim his father, his benefactor, his only refuge, In 
the letter he invited him into Greece, pretending an eager de- 
fire to fee one, to whom he was fo highly indebted. Corkhj 
judging of the emperor's fincerity from the uprightnefs of his 
His death, own heart, immediately fet out for Greece. But Nero, the in- 

ftanc he was informed of his arrival at Cenchrea, the port of 
Corinth on the fide of the Mgean fea, difpatched orders for hu 
immediate execution j which were no fooner communicated to 
the brave general, than, drawing his fword, he plunged it into 
his brcaft, faying, that he well deferved to die, no doubt, on 
account of his credulity and inviolable attachment to fo vile a 
monfter K Such was the end of the grcateft commander and 

j D\o. p. 690. 

the 
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the beft man in the whole Roman empire. He was beloved by 
the emperor, (ays Dion Caffius, for his unftiaken fidelity ; but 
hated for his virtue, of all crimes the greateft. He left behind 
him an account of his wars and other tranfadtons in the eaft, 
which are frequently quoted by Pliny , but have not reached our 
times m - The fame year, Ann&us Cornutus y one of the moll: 
learned men in Rome, was banifhed and confined to a defert 
ifland, for no other crime, but the ftudy of philofophy and pro- 
fdlion of virtue. The famous poets Lucan and Perfius had 
been his difciples; for he took great pleafure in inftru&ing the 
Roman youth in the principles of the philofophy of the Stoic s 9 
of which feci: he was himfelf. Perfius had a great veneration 
and efteem- for him ; whence he left him by his laft will, for he 
died in the ninth year of Nero's reign, feven hundred volumes, 
and a confiderable fum of money, which he reftored to the 
heirs of the deceafed, being fatisfxed with the books. He is faid 
to have advifed Perfius 9 s mother to fupprefs fome poetical com- 
pofitions, which her fon had wrote in his youth n (S). Nero 9 

upon 

m Vide Voss. hift. Lat. 1. i. c. zj. & Norris. de Camotaph. 
Pifana. p. 334.. Vcn. 1681. n Dio. p. 715. Peri! vit. p. 495. 

(S) Dion CaJJius tell us, (35), that Nero having a mind to write 
the Roman hiiiory in verfe from the foundation of the city to his own 
time, for he had fome genius for poetry, and being told, that he 
could not comprife it in fewer than four hundred books, consulted 
Cmutus upon that fubjoct, who anfwered, that the number of 
books was too great, and that no one would read them. This Nero 
did not refent, believing Cor nut us only meant, that no one wquld 
read them on account of their number. But one urging, that the 
books of Cbryjippus were more numerous, and yet generally read, 
Ue books of Chrylippus, replied Cornutus, contain many ufefui pre- 
(fpts t which ferve to improve both our manners and under/landing. 
This anfwer provoked Nero to fuch a degree, that he was for hav- 
ing him immediately put to death; but, fcveral of Cornutus's friends 
and difciples interpofing in his behalf, he was only banifhed. Ju- 
ki Gil/ius quotes certain comments upon Virgil done by Aniutus 

Comutus, whom he ftyles an illuftrious and learned grarnmarian (36) f 

and likewife his fecond book upon the figures of rhetoric ( 37) . Ma- 
<robius too fpeaks of Anna>us Comutus as a man well (killed in the 
Greek tongue. The treat i/e of the theology of the Greeks, which has 
reached our times, and partes under the name of Phornntus 9 is by 
WeoJoret and others afcribed to Cor nut us. From, this work Por- 
pyrius precends, that Origen learnt to explain the fcripture by alle- 
gories {3SJ. It is certain, that Origen often makes ufe of tfte 

.(35) Dh. /. Ixii. p. 71 c. (36) Jul Gell. I. ii. c. 6. (37) 
''«■' 10. [38) Etffih. (, vi. c 19. 

Fes writings 
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Cruelties upon his leaving Rome, had committed the government of the 
txerJh'j city, as we have hinted above, to Helms, a I reed nun of the 
in Rome j at e emperor, invefting him with an abfolate power over ail 
by Helius per f 0 ns, fenators not excepted, whom he was allowed to ha- 
the freed- £ iftl con d e mn, and execute, without fo much as acquainting 
maa ' the emperor with the crimes laid to their charge, or waiting for 

his confent. And truly Helius, aflifted by Pclycletus, another 
freedman, made no lefs dreadful havock of the Roman nobility 
at Rome, than his maftcr did in Achat a. Virtue, quality, or 
wealth were unpardonable crimes, and pumflied with death. 
Few noble families efcaped the cruelty of the emperor, or the 
impend freedman. The latter, moft cruel, if poffible, than 
Hero himfclf, cut ofT the neareft relations, and even the chii- 
dren of thufe he condemned ; which alarmed the city to fuch a 
degree, that a general infurre&ion was apprehended. Here- 
upon ii/i wjdifpatched meffengers after meffengers to the emperor, 
reprefeuting to him the ftate of affairs, and preffing him to return 
to the capital with all poffible expedition. As Nero put off his 
departure from day to day, and returned no other anfwer to 
Helius, than that if he truly loved him, he could not envy 
him the glory he was dailv acquiring in Greece-, but would ra- 
ther wifn, that Nero might return worthy of himfclf; the freed- 
man left Rome unexpectedly, and arriving in feven days in 
Greece, fo terrified the emperor with the exaggerated account 
he o- 3 ve him of the general difcontsnt that reigned in the city, 
Nero re- that he immediately left Greece, where he had frayed at haft a 
turns to year, and imbarqucd for Italy. In his paflige his fleet wasdif- 
Italy. perf d by a violent ftorm, the thips, laden with all the wcalth-or 

G. eece, cad awav, and he himfclf in imminent danger of being 
loir with them. 'But with much ado he tfcaped, and upon bis 
landing caufed many of his numerous retinue to be inhumanly 
ihaHIi^reJ, for having imprude ntly betrayed joy while he was in 
Hh ' .try danger of pcrifliinc °- He entered Naples through a breach in 
into Na- t h c W all 3 according to the cuftuin of the vt&ors in the Utympt 

pies, 

Rome^'f. o Dio.p. 723. Suht. c. 23. 

writing cfCornntus to prove the tenets of the CMfi*» ^igtonll j 
But vlitithcr this be the Anvans C-:n,utiit, who 
AVrt, is much quefiioncd by the critics ( o). S "f 5 J^ u . 
mcntionh a philofopher„ named Cormitus, and born at UptuJ 
ha y who, according to him, came to Rome before jhe reign 
Nvro, and wrote feveral pl.Hofophical tvafls This we take > * 
the Ann* m Qornutns mentioned by Djon Coffins ; but 8m Jot is m 

taken in fuppofmg him to have been put to dcatn by Ntro. 

<*4 HM Ifur. r P . 84. (40) r;* r*f. hi ft. u*. u I r. * 
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mes, and in the fame manner Antlum^ Jlbanum, and Rome. 
e made his entry into the latter city in the triumphal cha-iot 
of AuguJItiSy pompoufly attired, having with him in the fame 
chariot another player upon the harp, by name Diodorus, wear- 
ing an Olympic crown on his head, and carrying a Pythic crown 
in his hand. IJefore him marched in great pomp and richly 
drefled, eighteen hundred perfons, each of them with a crown 
in his hand, and under it an infeription, figni fy ing where it had 
been won, the name of the perfon whom the emperor had over- 
come, the fubjefl and title of the fung, and fuch-like important 
circumftances. His chariot was followed by the whole rabble 
of the city, crying out by way ofderifion, that they were the 
foldiers of s?ugujius y and claimed a fhare in the glory of the 
triumphant vi&or. From the via facra the proceflion turned 
to the circus, which Nero entered through a breach, iiaving 
caufed one of the arches to be thrown down. Thence they pro- 
ceeded through the Velakrum and the forum to the palace, and 
from the pJace to the temple of Apollo 9 where he; difplayed all 
his crowns, and ordered them to be carried from thence 10 his 
golden houfe, and there hung up round his bed, upon the many 
ftatues which he had erected to himfelf in the habit and attire of a 
harper. The remaining part of this year he f >ent in playing ^p en{ ^ t fc 
upon the harp, linging, and adltng upon the fta^. , n.i one of rema ining 
the nobility daring to abfent themfelves, upon an\ pretence part of the 
whatf jever, from his theatrical reprefentations, thoug" they of- year in 
ten Lifted, not only the whole day, but the night too. We acting up-* 
are told, that he perfonated with great art Canace in labour, on the 
Qreftes murdering his mother, Oedipus pulling out his own eyes, ft a ge» 
and Her cults phrenetic; in which iaft repre fen tat ion a raw foldier, 
then upon guard, feeing the emperor bound in chains, as the ar- 
gument required, and fuppofingit real violence, ran in, fword in 
hand, to his relief, and cleared the ftage, which did not a little 
divert the weary and tired out multitude. While he was acting in 
a tragedy, the battoon happening to fall out of his hand, he be- 
trayed fuch concern, and fear of forfeiting the reputation of an 
able aclor, that he could not purfue his pari, till one of his 
fellow actors aflurcd him uoon his oath, thai n\>t one of the 
audience had taken the lealt notice of fo fin all a fault, and 
merely cart ml. To p refer ve his voice, he ufed to lie cunftantly He takes 
on his back, with a thin plate of lead upon his ftomach, took ^ r f t ' c:{ / /jr 
frequently vomitory and purging potions and abftained from all Ci .,. e 0 f hi* 
forts of fruit, and meats reputed prejudici do his voice : nay, voice* 
he pave over at length, through fear of hurting his voice, 
making fpecches to the foldiery or fenate, contenting himfelf to 
%nify his plgafura to them in writing, o * by the mouth of fome 
of hit. friends or freed men. After his return from Greece, he 

eftabliflied 
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eftahliflied a new employment, charging one, whom he called, 
with a name borrowed from the Greek tongue, his phonafcus 9 
to take care of his voice. He would never fpeak but in the 
prefence of this new officer, who was firft to admonifli him, 
when he talked too loud, or {trained his voice, and afterwards, 
if the emperor, tranfported with any fudden emotion, did not 
hearken to his admonitions, to ftop his mouth with a napkin. 
The mod efTl;c*t.ual means of courting his favour was to com- 



nd his voice, to pretend raptures while he fung, to appear 
dejected, and be very importunate, if he took a fancy, as he 
fometimes did, like other fingers, not to do what he was moft 
ardently deilrous of doing p . Thus he trifled away his time, 
not forbearing, however, in the midft of diverflon and plea- 
fures, to purfue feats of cruelty and blood, till the next year, 
the fourteenth of his reign, when a bloody doom overtook 
A con f pi- at length this man of blood. Either tliics, or the preceding 
racy Mf- year, a con fpi racy was formed againft him by Vinicius^ and 
covireJ. difcovered at Ben event nm ; and this is all we find concerning it 

in the hiftories of thofe times, which have reached ours. Of 
this confpiracy, Plutarch, wc conjecture, fpeaks in his treatife 
of talkativencfs , where he tells, that a plot formed againft 
Nero was difcovered in the following manner, when it was ripe 
for execution : One of the confpirators, feeing a prifoner 
dragged to Nero's tribunal, accofted him, as he was bewailing 
his misfortunes, and whifpered him in the ear. If by the favour 
of the gods you efcape to-day, you will be to-morrow indebted 
to me for your fafety. The prifoner underftood him, and as he 
was chiefly folieitous about averting his own doom, he immediately 
acquainted Nero with what had been told him. Hereupon the 
confpirator was forthwith feized, and being put upon the rack, 
owned the confpiracy, and difcovered his aflbciates q . Of 
this confpiracy we find no further account in the antients, 
which makes us the more fenfible of the irreparable lofs we 
have fu fie red by the chafm in this part of Tacitus 9 s annals. 

The next confuls were Silius /talicus, the celebrated poet, 
and Galcrius Trachalus r , Thcfc were the laft confuls named 
by Nero. Pliny, in one of his letters s , gives us a fuccinA ac- 
count of the life and death of Silius, for he died in the reign of 
Trajan ; and tells us, that under Nero heaccufed, notbycon- 
ftraint, but choice, feveral perfons of great diftincSlion, and pro- 
cured their defrruction ; but adds, that under the fuccecding em- 
perors he led a life free from all blemifh. WefliaTI have occa- 
sion to fpeak of him in the reign of Donutian> when he wrote 

p Suet. c. 2;. 1 Plut. de garrulitatc. r Pliw 1. iii. ep. 7. 
Front, Aqr a&dvc. p 119. Id actus, &c, 8 Pun ibid, 
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his poem on the Punic war. Trachalus was an orator and civi- 
lian of great note', and nearly related to Galeria, the wife of 
Vitellius, who faved his life, as we {hall relate hereafter. This 
year, Nero? after having long wallowed in the blood of human 
race, and made fpoil, we may fay, of the creation, was at length 
overtaken by the bloody doom, which his enormous and crying 
iniquities well deferved. His raging fury had quite tired out and 
exhaulted the patience both of Ramans and foreigners, who 
were equally difpofed to a general revolution, and only wanted 
a perfon of credit and experience to head them. I he firft, 
who had courage enough openly to declare his generous refolu- 
tion of redeeming the world, from the no lefs ignominious than 
tyrannical yoke, under which it had now groaned for thirteen 
rears and upwards, was Julius Vindex, defcended from the an- Julius 
tient kings of Aquitain, and at this time governor of Celtic V indec 
GcuL He was a true lover of his country, had on fovcral oc- revolts m 
cafions fignalifed his courage, prudence, and experience in the Gaul, 
military art, bore an utter avei fion toflavery, and was poflefled 
with an ardent ambition of tranfmitting his name to pofterity 
by fome commendable action u . We are told, that before he 
openly declared his defign, he communicated it to Galba, then 
governor of Hifpania Tarraconenfis, who neither countenanced 
nor difcovered it to Nero? as did fevcral of the governors of 
other provinces, to whom Vindc % : had imparted it by letters, 
which they immediately fent to Nero w . Philcftratus, in his 
life of Apollonius Tyanauis, writes, that the governor of Bcetica, 
now Andalufta, coming to Gadcs, or Cadiz, to vifit //pollonius, 
conferred with him in private for three days together •> and that 
it was afterwards believed, that dfollonius had encouraged the 
governor to revolt from Nero, and join Findcx, whofe defign 
was not yet publicly known x . Whether Philoflratus fpcaks 
here of Galba, or of fome other, we know not. Galba in- 
deed was not governor of Bcctica; but in Philojlratus fucli 
miftakes frequently occur. Though Galba did not at firflmew 
himfelf inclined to favour the revolt, yet the brave Vindex, 
having about the beginning of March, aflembled the Gauls, 
harraflcd and reduced to beggary, by heavy tributes and impo- 
fttions, openly declared to them his defign, encourage J them 
to concur chearfully in his mcafures, and in a long fpeech dif- 
playcd their many grievances, from which he faid there were 
no hopes of relief, fo long as their tyrannical and cruel opprcf- 
for lived or reigned. His defign was univerfally applauded by 

1 Tacit, hid. 1 i c . 90. « Dro 1. lxiii. p. 724. Sukt.c. 40. 
f*ciT. hiil. 1. i. c . 16. w Plut. vit. Galba:. * Philostrat. 
v »aApoll. Ty an. 1. v. c. 13. 
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the Gauls, who immediately flocked to him from all parts ; in- 
fomuch, r^at though he had no Reman troops under his com- 
Jndraifes mand, he found himfelf in a fhort time at the head of 
aporwcrfuL a hundred thoufand armed men. Hereupon he wrote once 
army. more to Galba, exhorting him to efpoufe the common caufe of 

mankind, and pur himfelf at the head of rhc Gauls, who were 
alreauv a body of a hundred thoufand armed men, and could) 
upon occafion, raife a greater force. At the f.une time arrived 
an ..xprefs from the Governor of Aquitain, demanding fuccours 
againft Vindex. Up<>n the receipt of thefe important difpatches, 
Galba called a council of his friends to advife with them before 
he returned an anfwer to either of the meflengers. In the 
council thev were almoft all of opinion, that he ought to wait, 
and" Are how Rome flood inclined before he declared. ButT?- 
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46 is a cm me even to queftion, whether or no we mall continue 
" faithful to Nero, and as fuch it will be punifhed by him. 
* ft There is no medium; you mu ft either hearken to theover- 
" ture of Vindex, and look on Nero as your declared enemy, 
" or march this inftant againft a perfon, who had rather have 
« c Galba for emperor than Nero." This fpeech made a deep 
impreflion upon the mind of Galba, who was likewife animated 
b\ fcveral favourable omens, and above all by a prediaion, 
which was uttered about this time by a young virgin of great 
diftinflion in Spain, and anfwercd exactly another, which had 
been delivered two hundred years before, wz. that Spain mould 
one day e;ive a prince to Rome* and to the world a fovereign. 
r ]h He therefore bcficated no longer; but by an edift appointed a 

certain day for the Spaniards to meet at New Carthage, now 
Spain Cartbagena. The Spaniards, who had heard of the revolt in 
* Gaul, and fufpeiSkd his defign, obeyed the fummons with great 
alacrity ; for they abhorred the very name of Nero, and flock- 
ed from all quarters to Cartbagena, where Galba, afccndin^the 
tribunal, round which were placed die images of fcveral lUui- 
trious perform whom Nero had c.mfed to he inhumanly mate- 
, , cred, openly declared his defign in the Following fpeech : " rcl- 
His/peecb tc , ow J fcilJ - Lrs anil fr ; t . ni ! 9i we arc auembled to beftow on man. 

Nero " kind the pcut benefit of liherty and freedom, a benefit, 

" which indeed is our birth-riphr, though we have not thefe 
many years been allowed to taftc the i weels of it. £ or what 
-- flave has endured gi cater luv/dfhips, has fufTorcJ a more cruel 
•« fervirude, dun we under the inhuman tvt anu whom U» 
" evil fortune of the Rama:: empire had placed over u&! V\ n« 
'< kind of extortions has he not ufsd to fupply, with rapine 
» and i!,juftice 3 what he hi., fpent with ignominy a» J 
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46 What kind of cruelty has he not pradifcd ? Has he not 
* s wallov/ed in the blood of his father, his brother, his mother, 
* 6 his wife, his irutruQor, and of all, who, in the fenate, 
4C city, or provinces, were any- ways considerable for their 
" birth, wealth, courage, or .virtue, without diftinclion of 
iC fex or age ? The blood of fo many innocent victims cries 
tc aloud for vengeance. Let us therefore appea/e the manes of 
u our deceafed friends and relations with the blood of the ty- 
u rant, by whom they have been thus inhumanly butchered. 
" Let us roufe our courage, and fo long as we have arms, and 
" ability to manage them, be afhamed tamely to obey, like fo 
" many flaves, not a prince, but an incendiary, a parricide, a 
" finger, a minftrel, a player, a charioteer; nay, one who is not 
<c even a man, but a monfter of mankind, having a man to his 
" hu(band, and a man to his wife. The Gauls -have already 
" flutken off the ignominious yoke, and the whole empire is 
" ready to follow their example and join us and them. For 
" rnyfelf, I have never entertained any ambitious or afpiring 
" defigns, and heartily wifh I were allowed to fpend the fmalfl 
" remainder of my days in privacy and retirement; but fince 
u fome have impofed upon me a part, which I never defigned 
" to acl:, and leaf! of ail at this age, I will not decline, with 
" your approbation, the heavy talk, but chearfully facrifice 
" my own inclinations to the good of my country, not with 
" the awful title of emperor ox Augujlus^ which facred names 

" I adore." Here lie was interxupted .by the loud ihouts, 

and joyful acclamations of the numerous affembiy, faluting 

him with one voice, emperor and Jiugiiflus* But Galba ^ de- ft e declines 
dining thefe fpecious tides, declared, that he devoted himfelf to thetith of 
the fervice of his country only as lieutenant to the fenate and emperor, 
peopled This happened nine months and thirteen days, as 
we read in Dion Cajpus z before Galba's death, and confequently 
on the third of April ; for he was aflaffinated on the fifteenth 
of January of the following year. After this Galba ordered 
levies to be made throughout the whole province; fele&ed a 
certain number of perfons of known prudence and experience, 
and with them formed a kind of fenate; appointed a band of 
young knights, whom he called evocati, to be as a guard at the 
door of his chamber ; and caufed edicts to be fixed up in every 
city of the province, inviting all to join him, and lend what 
afliftancc they could towards the recovery of their liberty, and 
the fuccefs of an cntcrpri fc, which fo nearly concerned them. 
We are told, that as he was fortifying a town, which he de- 
figned for a place of arms, a ring was found of great antiquity, 

r S'. ft. in Galba. c. io. Dio. l.lxiv p 730. Plut. in Galb. 
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on the flone whereof was engraved a Victory ; end that about 
the fame time a frrip frtom Alexandria came into the port of Ber* 
to/a or Tortofa, laden with arms,* without cither pilot, mariners 
or paffengers z . Otho, who it ill governed Litfitania^ was the 
firft of all the governors of provinces who declared for Galln % 
fending him all his gold and filvcr plate to turn it into money, 
and likewifehis domeftics, who were more accuftomed to a court, 
and knew better than Galba's how to ferve an emperor 3 . 

The firft: tidings of the revolt of Vindcx and the Gauls came 
to Nero at Naples, on- the fame day, on which he had caufed 
his mother to be murdered, that is, cn the 19th of March. 
But he was fo far from being affected with it, that he feemcd 
rather to rejoice at the new?, as having a plauliMc pretence to 
plunder thofe wealthy provinces; fo that he continued to ling, 
play, and act upon the ftage, as ufual, for eight days together, 
without iifuing any orders for fupprefling the revolt, or even 
writing or fpcaking to any one about it : he was only once heard 
to fay, upon receiving letters of a frefher date, exaggerating 
the impending danger, that he would make Vindex and the Gauls 
pay dear for difturbing his pleafures. At length the edicts of 
Vindex, filled with moft bitter invectives, roufed him fo far a 
to prompt him to write to the fenate, recommending to the te- 
thers the revenging of the injuries offered to him, and in him to 
them and the whole republic, and excufing his abfence with the 
pretence of an inflammation in his throat. But he refented no- 
thing fo much as Vindex* s calling him in one of his edicts anwi- 
Jkilful harper y and Ahenobarhus inftead of Nero, He declared, 
that he would quit his adopted name, and refume that of his fa- 
mily, fince they reproached him with it, as if it were a name to 
be afhamed of. The other imputation affected him ftill more; 
he could not bear it : but in the tranfports of his paflion broke 
out into bitter invectives again ft Vindex, abufing him as one in- 
tirely ignorant of an art, which he had, with his own induftry 
and indefatigable pains, refined and brought to the grcateft per- 
fection : to refute this calumny, he played more frequently than 
ever, obferving with great attention the countenances of the 
fpectators, and afking them whether they had ever heard or 
known a more ikilful player upon the harp than himfelfi 
But, the alarm increafing, and melTenger after mtflcngcr ar- 
riving with dLfmai accounts, he at length left Naples in a great 
fright, and repaired to Rome. However, his fear was greatly 
abated by his obferving on the road a tomb, on which wus«m # 
graved 

en ti 



>alcd by his obicrvmg on the road a tomb, on which was eu* 
•aved a Gaul overcome bv a Reman knight, who dragged hmi 
11 tlie gi uund by the hair. TI.L Livoluus preftge fo rtviveiihinii 
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that he returned thanks to the gods for fuch an aufpicious omen. 
Upon his arrival in the city, inftead of alTembling the fenate ox 
people, he only fummoned fome of the principal men to his pa- 
Jace, and after a flaort confutation, in which no refolution was 
taken, he fpent the reft of the day in file wing his councilors 
certain mufica/ inftruments lately invented by himfelf, and fo 
contrived as to play by water. Here, intirely forgetful of the & u W*- 
danger that threatened him, he difcouried of the nature and ccrn - 
workmanfhrp of each of them, promifing to produce them, ere 
it was long, upon the ftage, provided V index would give him 
leave. The following night he fent in hafte for the chief men . 
of the fenatorial and equcftrian order, who immediately flew to 
the palace, not doubting, but the emperor defigned to advife 
with them in the prefent moft urging juncture, and come to 
fome fpeedy refolution. But they were greatly furprifed to find* 
that they had been fummoned in the dead of the night to be en- 
tertained with a farther account of the inftruments, which had 
been fhewn them the day before, and fome new improvements, 
which had fince occurred to Nero b . However, he wrote a letter Complains 
to the fenate, complaining of Vindex^ fet a price upon his head, °f J in(lex 
ailed back the troops that were on their march towards Alba~'° '* 
ma, and ordered the legions in Illyricum to be forthwith tranf-' 
ported into Italy. We are told, that when news was brought 
to Finder , that Nero had promifed ten millions of fefterces to 
a,ny one who mould bring him his head, he anfwered with great 
calmnefc, TVhoever foall bring Nero'x head to me, fiall, if he 
pleafcs, have mine in exchange. Nero feemed to defpife Vindex y 
and to be under no apprehenfion of the Gauls ; but intelligence J s alarmed 
being brought him of the revolt of Galba, juft as he was fitting the 
down to fupper, he was fo ftruck with it, that he remained awzvs of 
longtime motionlefs, without being able to utter a finglc word ; the revolt 
and when he came to himfelf again, he overturned in a violent 5 / Galba. 
rage the table, tore his garments, broke in pieces two cups of 
great value, and dafhing his head againft the wall, cried out, he 
was undone; his misfortunes were without examples his empire 
was feized, while lie was (till alive, and become the prey of an, 
ufurper. However, he could not, even in the height of his 
conformation and fear, refrain from his ufual debaucheries; but 
purfucdhis former courfe of life, feafting, revelling, and, upon 
bis receiving news out of the provinces that feemed any- ways 
favourable to his affairs, jefting and ridiculing the heads of the 
rebellion. He even appeared in the theatre, and becajufe one of 
the actors performed his part fo as to deferve an extraordinary 
apptaufe, he fent him word, that he invaded the rights of the 

. h Sy it. c. 4.0, 4.1. Dm. p, 694. — 697. 
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emperor c . In the mean time, the fenate, out of fear and flat- 
tery, declared Galba a traytor and an enemy to the ftatc; 
whereupon Nero immediately feized his eftate, and commanded 
it to be put up to au£Hon; which Galba no (boner underftood, 
than he in his turn expofed to fale Nero*s eftate in Spain , and 
HisAcf- found a great number of purchafers d . This inraged Nero to 
per ate re- fuch a degree, that* in the firft tranfports of his fury, he re- 
filution. folved to fend perfons into all the provinces to murder the go- 
vernors and commanders of the armies, under pretence of their 
being pt ivy to the confpiracy, to order all the exiles to be maf- 
fdcred, left they fhoiild join the revolters, to cut the throats of 
all the Gauls in Rome* as accomplices and favourers of their 
countrymen, topoifort the whole fenate at an entertainment, to 
fet fire to the city, artd at the fame time let loofe the wild beafts 
kept for thfe public fpedtecles, that the pfcople being thus di- 
verted from extinguishing the flames, their deftru&ion, and the 
deft ruction of the city^ might be the more inevitable. But 
dropping, upon farther thoughts, thefe barbarous defigns, not 
out of remorfe* but defpair of effecting them, he refolved to 
pepofs march in perfoil againft the rebels ; ahd depofing the; two con* 
both the fuls, SiliUs and Trachelitis* entered alone upon the confulftip, 
con/uls. pretehdirig an antient prediction ? importing, that when Rsmt 

had but one toilful, by him the Gauls mould be overcome. 
Having therefore affumed the fafces and other marks of the con- 
fiilar dignity, he ordered levies to be made throughout Zw/j, 
riamfcd the officers who were to command under him* 4nd 
caufed a*n immerife number of waggons to be got ready for con- 
veying with fafcty, not the engines of war, but his mufical In- 
His mean- ftruments and the decorations of the ftagc ; for he was fo mean- 
nefs . * fpirited as to declare to his intimate friends, that he did ndt in- 
tend to try his fortune with the rebels in the field, but upon his 
arrival in the province, to prefent hintfelf without arms before 
the armies, to weep, and with fighs and tears beg forgiventfs 
bf his former conducl j which, if touched with cbfftpaifion, they 
fttould grant him, as he hoped they would, he defigried to en- 
gage and fix their/ affections, by diverting them with plays and 
longs of triumph, which, he faid, it was high time for him to 
begin to compote. That he had no defign of facing the enemy 
in the field Was manifeft from his other preparations; for he or- 
dered all the players upon inftruments, fingers, and actors to at- 
tend him; and arming his concubines, like Ania%9Hs* with bat- 
tle-axes artti fliiclds, appointed them to guard his perfon 

In the mean tiine, Gatta's party gained daily new ftrcngtb, 
all the governors of the provinces declaring for him, except 



e Suet. c. 4.:. 4 Flvt. vit. Galb. e Suet, c ax> 



Chap. 17- *Fhe Roman Hiftory. 229 

Clodius Macer, who commanded in Africa , and L. Rufus V rr- 
ginius, or Virginias, governor of Upper Germany, where he 
had under his commarfd fome of the beft legions in the whole 
«mpire. The latter even marched againft Vindex with all his Rufut 
forces, and being joined by the inhabitants of Treves, capital of Virginias 
Belgic Gaul, and powerfully aflifted in Celtic Gaul itfelf by the marches 
cities of Langres and Lyons, he advanced as far as the city of againft 
Bf fan fori , which he befteged. Upon this intelligence, Vindex Vinddc. 
haftened to the relief of the place ; but upon his arrival, Verginius 
ilefiring an interview with htm, the two generals had a private 
conference, in which they agreed, as was commonly believed, to 
acl againft Nero; but Verginius could not by any means be 
prevailed upon to declare for Galba. After they had long con- 
ferred together, Vindex returned to his troops, and with them 
advanced to Befanfon, in order to take poffeflion of the place, 
purfuant to the private agreement of the two chiefs. But Vcr- Vindex 
ginius's men, believing that Vindex defigned to attack them, defeated. 
mirched out without their general's orders, fell upon the Gauls^ 
tfho expected nothing lefs and were quite unprepared for an en- 
gagement, and with great flaughter put them to flight. Thus 
Dion Cajfius f ; but Plutarch tells us, that the two armies en- 
gaged in defiance of the orders of their commandeis, who did 
all that lay in their power to divert them from that wild refolu- 
tion g . Be that as it will, it is agreed on all hands, that the 
two armies engaged, that twenty thoufand Gauls were killed 
upon the fpot, and that Vindex after the battle laid violent hands tan vie- 
on himfelf. After the death of Vindex, the vi&orious legions Ion hands 
tore the images of Nero, and importuned Verginius to accept on himfelf* 
the empire, faluting him Carfar, emperor, jfugufius, &c. 
Verginius was defcended of an equeftrian family; but had on 
many occafions fignaiifed his prudence, valour, equity, and 
fuch virtues and endowments as are requifite in a brave com- 
mander and an excellent citizen h . Dion Cajfius allures us, 
that he might have eafily feized on the empire, had he but fe- 
conded the ardent wifhes of the troops under his command. 
But, either out of a greatnefs of foul truly heroic, or a lively Verginiu% 
apprehenfion of the evil confequences, which would inevitably refuCcs the 
accrue from allowing the foldiery to chufe the emperor, he not empire. 
only rejected their offer, but refolutely declared, that he would 
neither take upon himfelf the fovereign power, nor fufffcr any 
one elfc to afltime it, who was not named to it by the fenate, to 
whom alone the dilpofal of the empire belonged. The fame 
anfwer he returned to the foldiery, when, upon the news of 

f Dio. 1. Ixiii. p. 725. c Plut. vit. Galb. h Tacit. 
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Nero^s death, they importuned him anew to accept of the em- 
pire k . This rcfmal fays Dion, gained him higher renown than 
the empire itfclf could have done, and filled the world with the 
Hh conduct fame of his name K He lived thirty years after this glorious and 
and untie- generous adlion, revered by all men; and having efcaped the 
fnifitedtha- f ur y of fo many princes, by whom he was both fufpe&ed and 
radcr. j latc j on account of his virtue, he died at length under Nerva, 

being then conful for the third time, in the eighty-third year 
of his age and ninety-feventh of the chriftian sera. Tacitus 
tells us, that, in the following troubles and fed! t ions, no one 
was expofed to greater dangers, no one fo often threatened and 
aflauked by the Yoldiery as he ; for though they admired his mag- 
jianimitv/till then without txample, yet they hated him, as 
having defpifcd them by rcfufing the empire. In how great 
cfteem he was held by the good princes, we may judge from the 
opinion which Vitclli'us entertained of him, a prince fufpicious, 
diftruftful, and open to every alarm. For though a Have of 
Vcrghuus was charged as one employed to aflaflinate the empe- 
ror, though the fokiiers had, upon the death of Gtho, declared 
for him the third time, yet Vitcllius never feemed to queftion 
in the leaft his fidelity ra . Before he died, he ordered an epitaph, 
compofed by himfdf, to be engraved on his tomb, importing, 
thot he had overcome Vindex, and thereby acquired the empire 
to his country, not to himfelf. Cluvius Rnfus, who wrote the 
hiftorv of thofe times, begging him one day to excufe him, if 
die laws of hiftorv obliged him to relate fomething that he might 
not like, As to my rations and conduct, replied Verginius, I 
defire von would relate them, fuch as they are; for I am not 
confeious to mvfjf of having ever done any thing but with a- 
view to the app'laufes and approbation of pofterity \ This was 
the only time he was ever heard to fpealc of his own actions, 
however great and glorious. Cornelius Tacitus, the celebrated 
hiflorian, was conful, when he died, and pronounced his fu- 
neral oration. Pliny the younger, who had received innume- 
rable favours at his hand.-?, beftows on him the following elo- 
cium ; No tongue can fuffciently commend Rufus Vcrginius, or 
anfiver the opinion I entertain of his virtue b . To relume the 
thread of our hiftorv. m t 

The bad The death of Vindex and declaration of Vc rgtnnts not to 
ftnrtto? fuffer anyone to aflumc the fovereignty, without the content or 
GalbaV the fenate, exceedingly perplexed Gclha. Bcfidcs, it was rc- 
*f*irr. ported, that the legions commanded by Ferginius, finding they 
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could not pcrfuudc their gencr \\ to accept of the empire, threat- 
ened to return to Nero; nay fome of G 'alba" s own troops, re- 
penting the new oath they had taken, attempted to abandon 
him ; and certain flivcs, whom one of Nero's freed men had 
prefented him with, formed a cemfpiracy againft him, and would 
in all likelihood have difpatched him, had they not dilcovered 
t'lemfilvcs, by exhorting one another, as Galba was palling 
through a narrow flreet to his baths, not to let Hip fo favour- 
able an opportunity. THhe-new emperor therefore, in the ut- 
moft confternation, wrote to Verg hutu , earneftly folicking him 
to act in concert with himfclf »<rainft Nero, the common enemy 
of mankind, and to lend a helping hand to the great work of 
reftoring Rome to her antient liberiv. What anfwer Vergin 
returned him, wc are no- where toltl ; but it feems to have been 
no- ways favourable to his dctlgn, fincc he retired a few davs 
after with his friends to a city in Spain called Clunia, quite 
difheartened, repenting what he had done, an J ready tu lay 
violent hands on himfclf 0 . In the mean time, at Rome the le- 
vies commanded by Nero went on but flowly ; for though he 
fummoned all the tribes to take the military oath, vet no one 
appeared who was fit to bear arms; infomuch, that he was ob- 
liged to ifi'ue an edict, ordering all matters to fend him a cer- 
tain number of Haves, whom he infrar.chifed and lifted among 
his troops. He likewife obliged pcrfons of every rank and pro- 
feilion to contribute the grcateir. part of their yearly income to- 
wards the intended expedition, according as they were rated in 
the books of the cenfors. Thcfe heavy impofitions, together jsjero pro- 
with his foolifh and unfcafonable nicenefs, for he would receive <uokes the 
no money but what was new coined, incenfed the people to people at 
fuch a degree, that they openly oppofed the collectors, telling Rome, 
them, that the bcfl and moft ready means of fupplying the prince 
with money, was to oblige the informers to refund the immenfe 
fums they had earned with their infamous practices d . As a fa- 
mine began to be felt in the city, the fury of the populace was 
heightened by the arrival of a fliip from Egypt * at that time the 
granary of Rome, laden not with corn, as was expedled, but 
with fand for the gladiators and wreftlcrs. Upon this the peo- 
ple rofe in a tumultuous manner, overturned in the night molt 
ot the emperor's ftatucs, tore his images, plundered the houfes 
of his friends and favouiitcs, and committed innumerable dif- 
ordcrs, no one offering to .nppcafc or rcftrain them. At the h alarmt 
lame time, news arrived of the revolt of the legions in Ger- at the 
many, which fo affecftod Nsro, that calling for poilbn, he in- n*ivs of 
cJjLd it in a golden box, and went immediately into the Sjrvi- rtwit 
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lian gardens, whence he difpatched the frccdmen, in whom he 
chiefly confided, to Ojiia to prepare his fleet, being refolvedto 
fail to Egypt i whither he had already £ent Come German troops. 
He was prompted to this refolution by the predictions of fome 
aftrologers, who had foretold him long before, that he would 
one day be abandoned by all ; but at the fame time ami red him, 
that in the end he would obtain the empire of the eaft, cr the 
kingdom of Jcrufalcm. However, before he left the palace, 
he founded the tribunes and centurions of his guards, afking 
them whether they weredifpofed to accompany him in his flight? 
But fome of them ihifting, others pofitively refufing to attend 
him, and one of them crying out, Ufque adeone mori /nlferum 
eft f Is it fo fad a thing to die ? he was quite diftra£fced and con- 
founded in his thoughts ; refolving at one time to fly to the Par- 
tbians, at another to addrefs Galba as a fuppliant, to appear in 
public clad in deep mourning, and, with all poffiblc humility 
and dejection, implore the forgivenefs of the people for his for- 
mer conduct and, if he found them inflexible, to beg the go- 
vernment of Egypt. Xo this purpofe an oration was found af- 
ter his death among the reft of his papers; but he was deterred 
from delivering it, by an apprehenfion of his being torn in pieces 
by the outrageous multitude, before he could reach the roftni. 

e therefore put off the taking of any refolution till the next day; 
and in the mean time his ruin was completed by one, whom he 
Nero hf- \&$t of all fufpe£red, Nympbidius Sabinus, who, though of a 
/ravtd by msan deicent, had been by Nero upon the death of Femm &• 
diu$ m ^w!/ fits appointed collegue of Tigellmus in the command of the 
abandoned P riEtor * an guards, and now entertained thoughts of feiziri§ihe 
by bis fovereignty for himfelf. However, he did not immediately dc- 
£uurds. c ^ are his ambitious views j but, pretending to efpoufe thecaufe 

of Galba , allured the guards, that Nero was fled, and promifed 
them in Galba 9 s name fuch fums, as neither Galba nor any 
other was able to difcharge. Thispromife fecured for the pre- 
fent the empire to Galba, occauoned afterwards the lofs of it, 
and in the end produced the deftru&ion of Nympbidius and the 
guards themfelves. For the foldiery, thus deceived and tempted 
with the mighty promifes of Nympbidius 9 abandoned JV/ra, 
•notwithstanding their long and fworn fealty to the houfe of the 
Cafai's, and proclaimed Galba emperor: even Tigellitius, the 
chief author of the crimes that rendered Nero's name fo odious 
His fright and detcftablc, forfookand betrayed him in this extremity. The 
43 ud con- emperor, altogether unacquainted with the treafonable practice* 
Jtcrnation. of Tigellinus, awaked about midnight 5 and undemanding, 

to his unfpeakaUe furprife, that his guards were retired; 
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he leapt out of his bed, fent in great hafte for his friends, and His fright 
none of them obeying the fummons, went at laft in perfon, at- anti con ~ 
tended by a few domeftics, to their feveral houfes ; but finding fernattcn. 
the doors every- wh ere fhut, and no one deigning even to return 
an anfwer to his prayers and intreaties, he haftened back to his 
chamber, which he found rifled and ftript even to the coverings 
of his bed. The golden box, in which he kept the poifon pre- 
pared by the famous Locufta, being likewife carried off, he fent 
for Spicillusy a. celebrated gladiator, to difpatch him ; but neither 
he, nor any other being found who would undertake that tafk, 
he cried out in a fit of defpair, M^hat ! have I in this forlorn 
condition neither friends nor enemies ? Which words he had 
fcarce uttered, when he left his room in a great hurry with a 
defign to throw himfelf into the T'iher; but changing his mind, 
he ftopt all on a fudden, and defired fome private place to recol- 
lect himfelf and refume his courage. Hereupon Pbaon? one of 
his freed men, offered him his country-houfe, which flood be- 
tween the S alar i an and N anient an roads, about four miles from 
the city. He accepted the offer, and, without further delay, Flies from 
attended by four perfons, of whom Sporus was one, left Rome Rome, 
meanly apparelled and worfe mounted, hiding his face, through 
fear of being difcovered, with a handkerchief. Upon his fetting 
out, he was terrified and difmayed by dreadful flafhes of lightning, 
and a violent earthquake, as if the ghofts of the many perfons 
he had murdered were rifing up, fays Dion, againft the unmer- 
ciful tyrant. As he palled by the camp of the praetorian guards, 
he heard them cuifing him, and wifliing profperity and fuccefs 
to Galba. A pafTenger, whom he met on the road, in feeing 
him and his attendants, Thefe, faid he, are no doubt in purfuit of 
Nero; another afked him, TVhat news of Nero in the city? His 
horfe ftarting at the fight of a carcafe that lay in the way, the cove: - 
ing of his face was fhaken off, and he known by a foldicr of the 
pijetorian guards, named MiJJicius, who faluted him with the 
title of emperor; which fo alarmed Nero and his attendants, 
that at the firft turning they quitted their horfes, and, betaking 
themfelves to a narrow path, crept with much difficulty through 
bufhes and briars to the wall, which inclofed Pbaon's grounds, H "fir(*rn 
whointreated the emperor to conceal himfelf in a fand-pit, till 
he found means of conveying him in with more fecrecy : but 
Avro anfvvcred, that he zvotdd not be buried till he was dead ; 



and Jay concealed among the briars, while Phaon, examining 
the wall, was confidering how he might introduce him undis- 
covered. In the mean time, Nero, being pre fled with drought, 
took up water out of a ditch with his hands, faying, To this 
h<jnor is Nero reduced : He likewife cleared with his own hands 
His garments of the briars that had ftuck to them. In order to 
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procure a more private accefs for him to the houfe, a hole was 
opened in the wall, through which he was dragged, and con- 
veyed into a room very indifferently furnifhed, where he paffed 
the remainder of the night and part of the following day, in 
fuch agonies as can hardly be exprefTed, alarmed at the leaft 
noife he heard, as if a/Mins were come to murder him, and 
not daring to fpeak through fear of being discovered. He 
now repented the many crimes he had committed, wifhed he 
had purfued a quite different conduct, was fenfible, that thofe, 
who had put him upon the meafures he bad followed, were his 
grcateft enemies; and had conftantly in his mouth the follow- 
ing words, taken out of a tragedy, in titled, OEdipus ba?iijhed> 
the laft in which he had a&ed ; My father, mother and wife, 
doom me to dejlruRion c . As thofe who attended him were con- 
ftantly foliciting and importuning him to prevent with a volun- 
tary death the dangers that threatened him, he at laft ordered 
his grave to be dug, and wood and water to be provided for the 
warning and burning of his body, bemoaning himfelf, while he 
gave thefe orders, in a manner altogether unmanly, and often 
repeating with many fighs and tears, JVhat an arttjl will the 
world lofe f . 

_ . . The news of Nero's flight filled the city with joy ; the fenate 
L a the fe aur * emD ^ e ^ early in the morning and proclaimed Galba emperor \ 
natean' an< ^> navul g taken the ufual oaths to him, declared Nero an 
tinny to enemy to the ftate, and doomed him to be punifhed more ma- 
the ftutt\ jorum. One of Phaon's friends immediately difpatched a mef- 
and con- fenger to him with a letter, acquainting him with the tranfacliom 
detnvedto of the fenate. As foon as the meflenger appeared, Nero fnatcbed 
die. the letter out of his hand; and finding by it, that he was de- 

clared an enemv to the ftate, and doomed to be punifhed more 
■majorum, he afked, what kind of punifhment that was? Pham 
told him, that, purfuantto the fentence of the fenate, he was 
to be ftript naked, his head was to be faftened in a pillory, and 
he in that poflure to be whipt to death; which fo terrified him, 
thtit he fnatched up two daggers, which he always carried about 
with him, as if he were determined to anticipate in that intent 
Betrays the execution of fo cruel a fentence by a voluntary death; but! 
great after trying their points with a trembling hand, he put them up 
Meanmfs. ajijain, faying, that his fatal hour was not yet come \ then turn- 
ing to Sporus, he d cured him to begin his complaints and lamen- 
tations, fmcc the fatal moment approached. He betrayed fuch 
meannefs as to defire with many tears, that fume of his atten- 
dants would by their example encourage him to die with rcfolu- 
lion and intrepidity. But nunc of them mewing the leaft in* 
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nation to animate him at the expence of their own lives, he 
ftrove to raife his drooping fpirits with the following words ; 
Courage , Nero, courage ; fuch pufillanimity in an emperor is 
bafc and diflwnourable \ the pains of death are but Jhort and mo- 
mentary , Jlrike boldly^ Sec. Thus he continued animating 
himfelf, but to no effect; till hearing the noife of fome horfe- 
men, fent by the fen ate to feize him and bring him alive to 
Rome, he cried out in a Greek verfe, Adifmal noife of horfes 
founds in my cars; and, drawing one of his daggers, he put it to 
his throat; but his heart failing him, he begged £paphroditus 9 
his freedman and fecretary, to lend him his afliftance ; which 
he did with great reluctance, and paid dear for it, being after- 
wards put to death by Domitian, for imbruing his hands in the 
blood of the Cafars. Before he was quite dead, the centurion, 
font by the fenate to apprehend him, entered the room, and, pre<- 
tending he was come to his relief, endeavoured to ftop the blood ; 
Nero gave him no other anfwer, but, *Tts too late : Is this 
your fidelity and allegiance ? With which words he expired, his death % 
eyes ftaring in a frightful manner, and ready to ftart out of his 
head, to the great terror and amazement of all who were pre- 
fent s. Upon the firft rumour of his death, one of Galba's 
freedraen, not trufting to common report, flew to the place 
where his body lay, and having with his own eyes beheld the 
lifelefs carcafe extended on the ground, and all covered with 
gore, haftencd away to Spain with the important tidings h . 
Many others, prompted by the like cyriofity, flocked to Phaon's 
country -houfe ; fo that his death being no longer queflioned, 
the joy of the Roman people was fo great and univerfal, that The joy of 
they ran up and down the ftreets, with fuch caps on their heads the Roman 
as were worn by manumitted flaves, congratulating one another people. 
upon their deliverance from fo hard a bondage, overturned and 
dafhed in pieces moft of Nero's flatues, knocked out the brains 
of as many of his friends as fell into their hands, ^ c. Amongft 
others they fattened the gladiator Spicillus to one of Nero's 
ftatues, which they dragged along the ftrects, and crufticd the 
unhappy favourite to pieces : they laid a famous informer, named 
JponiiiSi flat on the ground, and drove carts heavy loaden with 
itones over him. Many others were fcized by the outrageous 
and undiflinguifhing multitude, and by them torn in pieces, 
though they had no fhare in Nero's crimes : infomuch, that 
Afaurifcus, who was defervedly cfteemed one of the beft men 
in the city, declared in full fenate, that he was afraid they 
fljould foon have caufe ro wifli for Nero l . Such was the miferr 
able end of Nero, the fixth emperor of Rome, who by his un- 
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heard-of iniquities well defended all the misfortunes which befel 
him. He died in the fhirty-firft year of his age, after having 
reigned thirteen years and eight months complete, according to 
fome, or eight months wanting two days, according toothers: 
for St- Jerom, Eufebius k , and Zonaras 1 , place his death on the 
eleventh of June\ whereas the learned archbifhop UJher 9 father 
Pagi, and cardinal Noris alledge ftrong arguments to prove, 
that he died on the ninth of the faid month. We need not in- 
large on his character, fince the name of Nero is by moft na- 
tions made ufe of emphatically to exprefs a barbarous, raging, 
and abandoned tyrant. Pliny calls him the common enemy 
and fury of mankind 01 , and moft wi iters propofe him as the 
pattern of a complete tyrant \ and truly his whole life feems to 
-have been a conftant ftruggle, to fhew how abandonedly wick- 
ed, how execrably bad a human creature can be, when vefted 
: with great power. The only thing he earneftly commended to 
his attendants before he died was, that his head might not be 
cut off, but his body burnt intire. His requeft was readily 
granted by Icelus* one of Galba's freedmen, who likewife al- 
lowed his obfequies to be performed with the ufual folemniry. 
His allies were carefully gathered, and depofited in the (htely 
monument of the Domitian family, by his concubine Afie, and 
two other women, who in his infancy had been charged with 
the care of his education. He was no eloquent fpeaker, Seneca 
having diverted him, if Suetonius is to be credited, from perufing 
the works of the antient orators, left he (hould defpife his ftyle 
and compofitions. He had a genius for poetry, and wrote 
verfes with great eafe : (bme indeed accufed him as a plagiary j 
but from this imputation Suetonius clears him, alluring us, that 
from the tablets on which he wrote, according to the cuftom of 
thofe times, and which our author narrowly examined, it evi- 
dently appeared, that the verfes were neither transcribed by him, 
nor dictated by another, being effaced, interlined, and correct- 
ed, as thoughts or expreflions occurred to him, which he liked 
better n . Though he died generally hated and abhorred, yet 
the vulgar, abandoned to debauchery and inured to the idle 
amufements of the theatre and circus, began foon to regret the 
lofs of a prince, by whofc infamous vices they ftibftfted. Hence 
they flocked to his tomb, adorned it with flowers, carried his 
images, as it were, in triumph, &V. Vologcfes likewife, king 
of the Parthian j, f hewed a particular refpeftfor Nero after his 
death, and by the embafl'adors, whom he fent to the fenatc to 
renew his alliance with the Roman people, earneftly begged, 
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that the memory of Nero might be revered, and a monument 
errflcd to him °. Some even gave out, that he was not dead, 
but would foon appear again and take vengeance of his enemies: 
edu£k were publicly hung up as nTued by him, and foon after a 
flave, who greatly refemblcd him, and was no Jefs /killed in 
Ringing an:l playing upon the harp, attempted to pais hitnfelf 
upon the provinces of Afia and dckaia for the deceafed prince; 
but was fcized and executed in the ifland of Cythnus p . Several 
counterfeit Neroes appeared afterwards ; one efpeciaUy in the 
reign of the emperor Doinitian, near twenty years after the true 
Nero vv.»s dead, created great diilurbances in the eaft, where 
he was followed by vail crouds. Artabanes, who then reigned 
in Partita, cfpoufed his caufe, and tent him powerful fuccoursj 
but was at length, with much ado, prevailed upon to abandon 
the importer, and deliver him up to the Romans But what 
above all to us feems furprifing is, that, towards the end of the 
third and the beginning of the fourth century, an opinion pre- 
vailed in the church, that Ne?'o was to appear again at the end 
of the world, and either to be himfelf the antichrift, or to reign 
in the weft and re-eftablifh idolatry there, while the antichrift 
reigned in the eaft. This opinion is by Sulpitius Severus afcribed 
to St. Martin r . Some believed, that Nero was to be raifed 
from the dead under another name 5 others, that he did not 
really die 3 but, his wound being cured, was conveyed tofome 
private place, where he is to lie concealed, till the time appointed 
for the appearance of the antichrift. This opinion, which fbme 
pretended to prove from the Revelations, is taken notice of by 
Laftantius 3 ; but what were his fentiments upon that fubjec-r. is 
hard to determine, all the copies of his works being in that place 
ftrangely corrupted. It is, however, manifeft, that he fuppofes 
with Sulpitius Severus, Nero's body never to have been found, 
notwithlfanding the account which both Suetonius and Plutarch 
give us of his obfecjuies. St. Aii/lin exprefles no fmall furprife, 
that fuch an abfurd, and, as he flyles it, ridiculous, opinion 
/hould have found partifans amongft men of knowledge and 
learning But what opinion^has hitherto been broached, that 
has not found fome zealous profelytes among the learned? The 
family of the Csffars, properly fpeaking, ended in Caligula, 
who had been adopted by Tiberius ; but neverthelefs, as Nero 
was, as well as Claudius, defcended from Augujius by his mo- 
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ther Agrippina 9 the houfe of the C afar 5 is faid to have ended 
in him. As for the writers who flouri&ed in Nero's reign, we 
refer the reader to our notes (T). 

(T) Thefc were, Fabius Rufticus, who wrote the hiftory of his 
pwn time, and is frequently quoted by Tacitus, though, in the opi- 
nion of that impartial writer, he betrayed too much zeal in extolling 
Seneca, to whofe friendfhip he was chiefly indebted for the plentiful 
fortune he pofleiTed. He was the beft hiftorian of his age ; but none 
of his works have reached us {41 ). M. Sewilius, who is placed by fa- 
citus among the hiftorians who wrote the hiitory of Rome. He died 
in the fixth year of Afro's reign and fifty -ninth of the C/jriJiianxn 

(42) . Some writers take him to be the fame perfon with M. Scrvi- 
lius Notiianus, who was conful with C. Cejlius G alius, in the twenty - 
fecond year of Tiberius's reign and thirty fifth of the Cbriftian sra, 
Pliny fpeaks of one M. Ser<vilius Ntnianus, who flourifhed. fome time 
before him, and was eftecmed a man of great learning and eloquence 

(43) ; and ^uimilian mentions one, whom he calls Servilius Kovi- 
anus, as a man of an extraordinary genius, but more diffufe in his 
writings, than was confident with the laws of hiflory (44). fojfm 
endeavours to prove, that Nonianus and Nwuinnus were two different 
writers (45)5 but mod critics take them to be one and the fame with 

M, Scru; litis Nonianus, who was conful under Tiberius. A. Pirjius 

Fiaccus acquired great fame in Nero*$ reign by his fatires. He was 
of an equeitrian family, but allied to the molt illuftrious families in 
Rome. He was born in Volaterra^ a city of Hetruria, on the 
twelfth of December, in the thirty-fourth year of the Chriftiamx\ 
and twenty -firtt of Tiberius' 1 s reign, Paulus Fabius Perficus and L 
Vitellius being confuls. At the age of fixteen he ftudicd philofophy, 
together with Lucan, under Ann<cus Comutus, the famous floic, of 
whom we have fpoken above. He was nearly related to the wife of 
the celebrated Thrafea P<etus, and lived in great friendfhip with that 
zealous and undaunted patriot; but never fhewed great value (or St- 
neat. He was a man of a mild temper, of an unblemifhed cha- 
racter, of an extraordinary modefty, and unbounded beneficence. 
The fubjeft of his fatires are the faults of the. orators and poets of 
his time, whom he expofes with great humour and elegance, with- 
out fparing Nero himfelf : hence they were received with uncommon 
applaufe, greedily read, and mightily cried up by all men of talle, 
efpecielly by Lucan, who was greatly taken with his noble thoughu 
and fine exprefliona. He died ere he had put the laft hand to them, 
before he was twenty-eight complete, on the twenty -fourth of A«* 
menibcr, in the year of the Cbrijlian aira fixty-two, the ninth of 
Ntt-o^s reign, P. Marius and L, Afinius Gallus being confuls. He 
wrote fome other poetical pieces; but Comutus, as we haveluW 
above, advifed his mother to fupprefs them (46). Some writers have 
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confounded him with Caius Per fins Flaccus, a. man of great learn- 
ing, but who is fuppofed to have flourifticd about two hundred years 
before our poet (47). Remmius Po lemon taught rhetoric at Rome 
with great applaufe under Tiberius, Cuius, and Claudius, and, dy- 
ing in the reign of Nero, lefc behind him a poem on weights and 
meafures, which has reached our times. He was a native of Vi- 
antia, and originally a ilavcj but by teaching acquired a conllder- 
able fortune, tho' he was generally defpifed, as a man quite deftitute 
of honour, virtue, and honelly. Under him Ptrjius itudied elo- 
quence (48) Cscjius Bafftis died about the latter end of Nerd's reign, 
and left behind him fevcral poetical pieces highly efleemed He ex- 
celled in lyrics ; but fell far lhort of Horace (49). He is fuppofed to 
have been confumed with his houfc by the flames of mount Vtfwuiusm 
C. Balbillus, who, according to Seneca, was a man of great inte- 
grity, and well verfed in all the branches of literature (50), was 
appointed prcefeft or governor of Egypt in thefecond year of Nero's 
reign and fifty-fifth of the Cbriftian a:ra (51). He failed, accord- 
ing to Piiny (cz \ in fix days from the ftraights of Meffhna to Alex- 
andria. He wrote an account of the remarkable things he had feen 
in Egypt, and defcribed a battle, which, during his adminilbration, 
happened at the mouth of the Nile, between the crocodiles and dol- 
phins. The victory, according to him, was gained by the latter 
(^3). LucetnwsLS put to death by Nero's orders, as we have related 
above. Mischief performance is his P bar/alia, wherein hedefcribes 
the war between Ca/ar and Pompcy, in the opinion of jVuintilian, 
more like an orator than a poet (54). As about no one writer critics 
are more divided in their opinions than about Luc an, we fhall not 
prefunie to decide a queftion fo much controverted, nor even deJiver 
our ientiments. However, we cannot help thinking, that fuch as 
equal him to Virgil, do not fo much extol Luc an, as they difcrediG 
ihemfclves, by manifeftly betraying their want of tafte and judg- 
ment. If age had ripened his genius, for he was not twenty -fix 
complete when he died, and joined to his fire and vivacity the more 
mature judgment of the inimitable Virgil, we might have admired 
in him a complete poet. To him VoJJita afcribes the panegyric upon 
Pifo, which partes under Ovid's name (55). He likewifc wrote a 
poem upon the burning of Ro?nc, and feveral other pieces, which 
have been long fincc lolfc. A Greek woman, named Pampbyla, gained 
great reputation under Nero, by a general hiftory, which fhe com- 
prifed in thirty-three books, well known to the anticnts, but not 
conveyed down to us ( 5 61. Jndromacbus, a native of Crete, by 
profeflion a phyfician, inferibed to Nero a Greek poom on treacle, 
which has been tranfmiited to us among the works of Galen (57). 

(<\7) Vojf, poet. Lat.c. 3. (<\&) Mm* c - 4 2 - /. 

Xiv r. 4. C^o) Uem Hi J. ( 3O ) Sencc. nat. qu,rji. I. iv. c. 2. 
(p) 7,.v;V owal. I. xiii. c. 22. (52J Plin. I. xix. c. I 3. ftf) 

Xithc. i!>. I'i7. biji, L.it. A i c. 25. ( 54 J Quint. J. x. e. 1. ( ccj 
; V- '/'.A /. i. <■. 2(>. fofij I Jan, lijL C/«r*\ /. ii c. 7. ( si) 
/.<?,/, (J, xc L ii. c.j. 
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But of all the writers who flouriftied under Nero, the moll re- 
nowned, without difpute, is the philofopher L. Annarus Seneca. His 
father Marcus, or, as others call him, Lu.ius Annans Stneca, is by 
the antients fur named the Dec/aimer , from his having collected and 
publilhed together the declamations of the moft celebrated orators 
of his time, as appears from the preface which he prefixed to them. 
He left Corduha, ox Cordova, in Spain 9 his native city, and came to 
Rome, with two of his fons, M. Annans Seneca and Lucius +im*us 
Seneca, about fifteen years before the death of Auguftus. A third 
fon, named Lucius Annarus Ml la, the father of Luctin the poet, he 
left in Spain. As he was a perfon of great diftin&ion in his own coun- 
try, he was, foon after his arrival in Rome, admitted into the equeft- 
rian order. His eldeft fon, M. Anna? us Semca, being adopted by 
Junius Gallic a fenator, took the fame name ; and this is the Gal- 
lio, proconful of Achat a 9 at whofe tribunal St. Paul was accufed. 
L, Annans Seneca, his fecond fon, who was very young when he 
came to Rome, applied himfelf firft to the ftudy of eloquence under 
his father, and afterwards embraced with great ardour the philofophy 
of the ftoics, having for his inftru6lors At talus, Sotio, and others. 
He began very early to abftain, purfuant to the doctrine of Pytha- 
goras, from all kinds of meatj but a perfecution being raifed undtr 
Tiberius againlt the Je*vs and Egyptians, who refrained from certain 
meats, he was eafily prevailed upon by his father to renounce that 
dotftrine and practice. However, he abftained from oyftersandmufli- 
rooms, which were then in great requeft, confidering them rather as 
incentives to gluttony than nourilhment, refrained from wine, ufed 
no perfumes, nor baths, flept little, avoided the popular diverfions, 
&c. (58;. By his ftrft wife, whofe name has not been tranfmitted 
to, he had a fon named Marcus. To his fecond wife he took Pent- 
pet a Paulina, probably the daughter of Pompcius Paulinas, who, in 
the firft year of Nero's reign, commanded in Lower Germany, He 
pleaded at the bar with great applaufe ; infomuch, that Caligula, 
who was himfelf a ready and eloquent fpeaker, as Tacitus informs 
us, jealous of the reputation he had gained, had, without any 
other provocation, refoived on his deftruction ; but was diverted 
from his cruel purpofe by a favourite concubine, who perfuaded 
him, that Settee* 1 * health was fo impaired by his ftudiesand auileri- 
ties, that he could not protract his life much longer (59). But, not- 
withftanding the wcaknefs of his conflitution, and the many infir- 
mities to which he was fubject, he outlived both Cuius and Claudius. 
By the latter he was banifhed, as we have related already, into the 
ifland of Corftca y after he had been qusftor; which dignity he at- 
tained before the reign of Claudius, but whether in the time of ft 
berius or Caius, is uncertain. Though he profeh^ed a philofophical 
life, he has been accufed of many things altogether unworthy 01 
that profelfion. Not to mention the crime for which he was ba- 
nifhed under 
abominable 
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r Claudius, Dion Cajpus charges him with other more 
practices, and even with having taught his pupil A»" 
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thole unnatural abominations, which will render his name infamous 
to the latcll polterity (60). And nevcrthelefs that writer does not 
betray the leall prejudice againll him ; bur, on the contrary, bellows 
frequently high elogiums upon him. Though he often declaimed 
with great zeal againll tidies, yet, in the fpace of four years, what 
bv the favour of the prince, what by excefllve ufury and hunting 
after tcflarnenrs and inheritances, he am ailed an immenfe treafure. 
'I o his ufury and iniquitous extortion?, Dicn Cajfius chiefly afcribes 
the revolt of the Btitons, as we have related above. Tacitus, who 
J'peaks of him as favourably as he thought confident with truth, 
owns, that he courted popular favour, and was greedy of applaufe 
[61); and both Suetonius and £*uintUian tell us, that he cried down 
the eloquence of the antient orators, to the end his own might be 
the more elleemed. The fatire he wrote againll Claudius is alto- 
gether unworthy of a philofopher, and Iikewife his confolatio ad Pa- 
iybium, even in the opinion of his great admirer and pancgyrifl Lip- 
jius, who therefore would willingly afcribe it to fome other; but 
owns, that he finds no arguments wherewithal to fupport that opi- 
nion. Of this piece we conjecture Dion Cajfius fpeaks, where he 
tells us, that during his exile, inferibed a book to the freed - 

men of Claudius, filled with fuch mean and fervile flattery, that, 
being afhamcd of it himfelf, he did all that lay in his power to fup- 
prefs it (62). As to his ftyle, Quintilian tells us, that it was fuited to 
the tafle which prevailed in thofe days, and for fome time generally 
imitated by the young orators (63). But Quintilian himfelf, tho* 
he admires the lively and fertile genius of Sencca % yet wiihes he had 
employed it better, and fludied rather to imitate theantients, than 
to form a llyle of his own; for from the antient mailers of elo- 
quence he would have learnt to diAinguifh the true beauties of fpeech 
from falfe ones (64). Suetonius feemsto have entertained the fame 

opinion of Seneca's ftyle (65). From Aulus Gcllius it appears, that 

in his time Seneca 's llyle was Hill admired by the young orators ; but 
utterly defpifed by men of riper years and more mature judgment 
( >6 . Eraf/nus agrees with ^uintilian, and confirms his opinion 
with many learned obfervations (67), which we recommend to the 
perufal of our*readers. Lipjius finds fault with the fludied gingle of 
his periods, reckons many of his thoughts deilitute of folidity, and 
his exprefnons often obfeure and unnatural (68). But after all, his 
works deferve the higheil eltecm in regard of the fine morals they 
contain and inculcate; and every reader will find in them powerful 
motives to embrace, and excellent rules to purfue, a virtuous life. 
We lhal! not inlarge upon them, fmcc they are already fo well 
known; but only obferve, that of his works which have reached 
our times, Monfieur lc F, <vre is of ^opinion, that his conjulutia ad 
Mureiiini, was written in the reign of Caius, or perhaps of Tibet ius ; 
fo*onj\!atio ad Htlviam in the beginning of his exile; his coxfalattv 

'6c^ Dio, in cxctr(>t. Fa I. p. 685 (61) Anna I. xiii. c. I J. 

K: > Dio, Hid p. 6^-, 686. (63) *uhit. A x. c. 1. (641 LLm 
" ut vOj) Siu-t. in AVr. r. 52. l66) M. Gel/. I. xii. c. 
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ad Polybium, about the forty-third year of the chriftian sera, and the 
third of Claudiuses reign, when that prince was preparing to invade 
Britain-, his epigrams, during his exile; his books de ira, de olio 
fapientis, de con/Ian tia fapientis, de procidentia, de tranquilitate ani. 

mar, after the death of Caligula his Indus in Claudium immediately 
after the death of that prince ; his books de clement ia and de beneji- 
ciis, in the beginning of Nero's reign ; that de vita beat a a few yean 
after, when he was in the height of his grandeur and profperity; 
and his book de brew tat e vitar, after he had withdrawn from court; 
his letters and naturales queefticnes are fuppofed by the fame critic to 
have been written the year before his death (69), Befides his other 
pieces, of which we know not the dates, le Fe<vre afcribes to him 
the tragedy intitled Medea, being induced thereunto by the autho- 
rity of Quint titan (70). The Oedipus is like wife thought to have 
been written by him ; but the Agamemnon, the Troas, and the Her. 
cities /urem, are, in the opinion of the above-mentioned critic, al- 
together unworthy of the genius and eloquence of Seneca. From 
him, however, others differ, and afcribe to Seneca the Troas mi 
Hippolytus ; but the tragedies intitled Agamemnon, Hercules farm, 
Tbyeftes, and Hercules in Oct a, to Seneca the father. As for the 
Ofianjia, it was, without all doubt, written after the death of &. 
neca, and even of Ncro{y\). 

As for the fentiments of Seneca touching religion, In many place;, 
fays Tertullian (72), he favours us; nofter ejl ; hence his authority 
is frequently made ufe of by LaBantius to confound the Gentiltt. 
St. jQuftin produces feveral paffages out of a book, which was writ- 
ten by Seneca againjl fuperftition and fuperftitious <wor/bip, but has 

not reached us, plainly fhewing, that he acknowledged but one Su- 
preme Being, and was fully convinced of the folly of idolatry. 
There is, fays he, as quoted by St. Auftin, (73) but one Supreme 

Ruler, but one Deity* W • adore neuerthelefs many, not uuith a view 
to plcafe the gods, but out of a commendable compliance with the cuf- 
toms and laws of our country. Thus this able philofopher, this 
grave fenator, who thought it beneath him, fays St. Auftin, to dif- 
guife himfclf on the ftage, was not aihamed to difguife himfelf in 
the temples, and to aflame a mafk, not to divert the people, but to 
lead them aftray (74). In the above-mentioned book he difap- 
proved of the Jciuijb ceremonies ; but never once mentioned the 
chriftians ; which, in the opinion of St. Ait ft in, plainly fhews, that 
he found nothing in their religion but what he judged commend- 
able, though he durfl: not commend it, through fear of difobliging 
the prince, and the mifled multitude. Some letters of his to St. 
Paul, and of St. Paul to him, were publiflicd very early, which 
St. Auftin and St. jferom feem to have thought genuine ; nay, the 
latter was by them induced to place Seneca among the ecckalhc 

(69) Proliant, in Since. (70) Vide Fubcr. in Scnec. proltgM- 

(ji) Vide Tuhieb. & Fabcr. in Scnec, (72) Ter/ul. ad nat . /. »• 

C 75) A?- d* cMt. Dei. I. vi. c. 10. (74) Idem ibid. U '* 
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writers (75). But thefe letters are now universally rejefled as fpti- 
rious, and altogether unworthy of St. Paul, and even of Seneca ; 
which inclines us to believe, that the letters, which have been con- 
veyed down to us, are not the fame with thofe which were handed 
about in the time of St. Auftin and St. Jerom. Lipjius is of opinion, 
that the fuppofed letters from Seneca to St. Paul, and from St. Paul 
to Seneca , were written by one and the fame impoftor (76); and 
Baronrus difcovers in them fome enormous miftakes (77). And 
thus much of the writers who flouriflied under Nero. 

(75) Aug. efift. liv. Hieron. de <vir. illuft. c. izl (76) Lipf. 
hproleg. in Senec. (77) Vide Baron, ad ann. 66. art. ll — I 3- 
& Godeau hi ft, ecclef. ad ann. 6S. 
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CHAP. XVIII. 

From the death of Nero, to the death of Vitellius, 
when the empire became hereditary a Jecond time. 

C^Ervius Sulpicius Galba, the feventh emperor, was, by his 
Aj father, defcended from the Sutpician family, one of the 
moil antient and illuftrious in Rome. Sulpicius Galba go- 
verned Spain in quality of praetor in the year of Rome 602, and 
was the chief caufe of the war with Viriatus, the celebrated 
leader of the Lufit anions* He was afterwards created conful; 
but acquired greater renown by his eloquence, than by the 
offices he bore, being reckoned the moft eloquent orator of his 
time. Hisgrandfon, Sergius Galba, ferved with great reputa- 
tion under Julius Co: far, and diftinguifhed himfelf in the 
Gaulijb war ; but afterwards, imputing the lofs of the conful. 
fhip to the ill offices of the dictator, he joined Brutus andfo/- 
fius > and was on that account condemned by the Pedian law, 
His fon, Servius Galba, was more famous for his ftudies,than 
his employments; for he was not advanced above the degree of 
a prretor, when he publifhed feveral hiftorics, which are greatly 
cried up by the anticnts. His fon, Sergius Galba, married 
Minnmia Achaica, the grand-daughter of the celebrated £K In- 
to tius Catulus Capitollnus, and great grand-daughter of L 
JldummiuSj who took and razed Corinth. By her he had two 
fons, Cains and Servius Sulpicius Galba the emperor. Caiuu 
having in his youth fquandered away his eftate, led a retired life 
in the country, till the twenty-fecond year of Tiberius'* reign; 
when, upon his receiving a letter from that prince, forbidding 
him to draw his lot for a province, he laid violent hands on 
himfelf. Tacitus fuppofes him to have been conful u ; butSw- 
tonius tells us, that he fell by his own hand, upon his being by 
Tiberius forbidden to ftand for the confulfhip w . The emperor 
was born on the twenty-fourth of December, the fifth year be- 
fore the common chriftian zera, that is, the eve of the nativity 
of our Saviour. His mother, Mummia Achaica, dying while 
he was yet an infant, his father foon after took to his fecond 
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wife Li via Ocellina (U), a lady of great quality and wealth. 
She adopted young Galba, who thereupon took the name 
of Z. Livius Oceila ; which, however, he feems to have re- 
tained but a fhort time. We are told by Suetonius , that 
while he was one day amongft other noble youths of his own 
age faluting duguftus, the emperor laying his hand upon his 
head, And you too, my fan, (aid he, Jhall one day tajie of 
empire. The fame writer adds, that Tiberius, who was greatly 
addicted to the ftudy of aftrology, forefaw the future grandeur 
of Galba ; but at the fame time knew, that he was not to at~ 
tain the fovereign power till he was ftricken in years ; fo that he 
never betrayed the leaft uneafinefs or concern about his diflant 
promotion*. Livia Augujla, the mother of Tiberius, to whom 
he was related, (hewed a great kindnefs and efteern for him 
while me lived, and at her death left him an immenfe fum of 
money ; which Tiberius never paid him, he being without that 
legacy one of the moft wealthy citizens of his time. He was 
well verfed in all the liberal fcienccs, efpecially in the civil law. 
He married Lepida, defcended of an illuftrious family ; but 
fhe, and the two fons he had by her, dying, he led ever after 
a angle life, notwithftanding even the folicitations of Agrip- 
pina the mother of Nero, become a widow by the death of 
Domitius. She had conceived a great paffion for him in his 
wife's life-time ; which occafioned a quarrel between her and 
the mother of Lepida, who publicly upbraided her with her 
fcandalous conduct >\ He was, by the intereft of Livia, pre- 
ferred to employments before the age required by the laws. 
During his praetorfhip he diverted the people at the (ports called 
Floralia, with a new kind of entertainment, viz. elephants 
walking upon the rope. When his praetorfhip was expired, he 
was appointed governor of A quit a in, and about a year after 
raifed to the confulfhip, in which office he fucceeded Z. Doini- 
tius, the father of Nero, and was fucceeded by Salvius Otho, 
the father of Otho, who was emperor after him. Caligula 

x Suet, c 4. y Idem, c. 5. 

(U) Suetonius tells us, that Galba, apprifed of the pa (lion which 
flic had conceived for him, called her one day afide, and pulling olF 
his robe, flic wed her the imperfections of his fliape, for he was 
Urangely diltortcd ; which, inflead of lettering, heightened her 
cftcem for him to fuch a degree, that though (he was courted on 
account of her wealth and beauty by the chief nobility of the city, 
flfc conflantly declared, that if (lie could not marry Galba, (he 
would not marry at all (78). 
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named him to the command of the legions in Germany, in the 
room of Getulicus ; which truft he difcharged with great repu- 
tation, having in a fhort time reftored the antient difciphne, 
which his predeccflbr had intirely neglcdcd. Befides, he re- 
pulfed with incredible expedition the Germans, who had made 
an inroad into Gaul; which gained him the favour and efteem 
of Caligula. Upon the death of that emperor, he was earneftly 
foiicited by many perfons of great intereft and power, to lay 
hold of that opportunity, and feize the empire for himfelf ; but 
he, without hearkening to their propofals, obliged his troops to 
take the ufual oaths to Claudius , who thereupon received him 
into the number of his moft intimate friends, and ever after 
Ihewed fo great efteem for him, that being upon the point of 
fcttin* out on his expedition into Britain, he put offhis journey 
for fome days, on account of a (light indifpofition which feized 
Galba. Some time after, Africa being ftrangely harrafled with 
inteftinc troubles and the invafions of the neighbouring barba- 
rians, he was, without drawing lots according to cuftom, fent 
into that province in quality of proconful, and diitingiulned 
himfelf there even above thofe, who had gained the greateft re- 
putation in that government. He remained there two years, 
during which time he reftored, with great prudence and necef- 
iarv fevcrity, the province to its former tranquillity. Suetonius 
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the proconful, to punifh his avarice, forbad his comrades to fup- 
plyhim; by which means he was ftarved. Upon his return 
from Africa, he was honoured with the triumphal ornaments, 
and admitted among the Titian priefts, and the pnefts of Au- 
ru/ius. From this time to the middle of Nero's reign, that u, 
the fixticth year of the chriftian aera, he led a retired life, 
dreading to give the tyrant any umbrage. During his retire- 
ment, he never ftirred out, even to take the air, but attended 
by a chariot with a vaft fum of money in it, that he might not 
be reduced to want, in cafe he found it necefTary to confult his 
fafety by a fudden flight. Thus he lived, till Nero, of his own 
motion, named him to the government of Hifpama Tarraco- 
nenfts, that prince not having yet learnt, as Plutarch obferves, 
to fear, and exclude from the great employments, men or in- 
tereft and power. He governed that province for the ifpacc or 
eishtfyears, at firft with exceflive rigour, of which authors give 
us feveral inftances : a banker being combed of fraud m hi* 
profeffion, he ordered both his hands to be cut off and nailed to 
Sis counter. . He caufed a guardian to be ^^J^^Z 



his ward, whofe next heir he was. The criminal urged 

he was a Roman citizen, and, as fuch, exempted 
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io-nominious death; upon which Galba commanded, by way of 
diftinclion, a white crofs to be prepared for him much higher 
than ufual, but would not revoke his former fentence. How- 
ever, by degrees he abated of his rigour, through fear of giving 
Nero occafion of jealoufy, and abandoned himfelf, contrary to 
his inclination, to floth and idlenefs, faying, that no man could 
be called to an account for doing nothing * : neverthelcfs lie took 
no care to fupprefs the many bitter lampoons which were hand- 
ed about again ft Nero and fung throughout his prqvincc, or to 
inquire after or punilh the authors of them. He could not check 
the cruelties and extortions praclafed by the imperial procurators, 
whofe province it was to colled the taxes and other duties be- 
longing to the revenue ; but openly (hewed a tender concern 
for the fuffeiings of the opprefled people, which gained him the 
hearts of the natives, but provoked the emperor's ofHcers to fuch 
a degree, that, at their inftigation, Nero had already ordered 
him to be privately difpatched. But, before thefe orders could 
be put in execution, he openly revolted in the manner we have 
related above a . 

We left Galba dtClunia^ a city of his province, whither he 
had retired with his friends, in the utmoft confternation, upon 
the news of the death of Vindex^ and the dec!aration*of Vergl- 
titus not to feize the empire himfelf, nor fuiTcr any one elfc to 
aiTume it, who was not chofen by the fenate. While he was 
deliberating with his friends what meafurcs to take, and in the 
utmoft defpair ready to lay violent hands on himfelf, his freed- 
man, by name Viccllius^ of whom we have fpoken above, ar- 
riving in feven days from Rome* and underftanding upon his ar- 
rival, that Galba was repofing in his chamber, opened the door, q.^^ 
and, entering in fpite of his guards, acquainted him, that Nero C€ }^ es ^ e 
was dead, and he, by the army, the fenate, and people, de- Wf<JW 0 f 
dared emperor ; adding, that not trufting to common report, Nero** 
he had gone himfelf to the place where the tyrant lay, fcen his death. 
lifelefs carcafe extended on the ground, and heard Galba, in the 
camp of the praetorian guards, proclaimed emperor. We may 
well imagine, how great was the joy of Galba upon this intel- 
ligence; it flew in a trice through the neighbouring cities, and 
drew vaft crouds to Cluma : Galba received them in the mcft 
obliging manner, communicated to them the news lie had ic- 
ceived, and affurcd them of the truth of it, though the expe- 
dition ufed by the meflenger rendered it almoft incredible. Two 
Jays after, Titus Vimus^ tribune of the only legion then in the 
province, having received from his friends in Rome a diliincl ac- 
count of what had palled in the capital, came from the camp 
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and imparted it to his general. Nor was it long, ere meffengers 
arriv ed from the confuls Silius and T raebaha, who, though d e - 
pof.-d by Nero, had, it feems, upon his death refumed the 
fafces, with the decrees of the fenate, declaring Galba emperor, 
and vefiina him with the fovercign power Suetonius writes, 
Jffi mes that hc n o fooner received thefc difpatches, than laying afide the 
tbetitUof, tide of lieutenant to the fenate and people, he aflumed that of 
emperor. ero ,c. but Zmcras tells us, that he would not fuftcr him- 

felf to be ft vied emperor or Cafar, till he was acknowledged as 
fuch by the deputies, who were fent to him by the fenate and 
met him at Narbonne "• Be that as it will, he no former re- 
ceived the decrees of the fenate, than he left Spain : and fet out 
for Rome, attended by his Spanijh guard, by his chief friends, 
and by Otho, proprretor of Lujitania, the firft governor who 
declared for him ; but advanced flowly, being, on account of 
his age, carried the whole way in a litter. Suetonius tells us, 
that on his journey he difpatched affamns into Juaca, with pri- 
vate orders to murder Vefpaftan, whofe power and abilities he 
dreaded. But Tacitus ■ and Jofepbus f afiure us, that Vejpfm 
entertained not the leaft thought of revolting from Galba ; but, 
on the contrary, upon the firft news of his aflumption to the 
empire, lie difpatched his fon Titus to perform fealty and homage 
in his name, and to receive his orders concerning the war he 
was carrying on againft the Jews. With Titus king Jgrfli 
fet out from Juclaa, in order to affure the new emperor of his 
fubmiflion and obedience ; but they proceeded no farther than 
Jchaia , where they received news of Galba' s death. The only 
pcrfon whom Galba feemed to dread and fufpect was tergmm 
Rufus, who was at the head of a poxverful army in German}, 
and acquired great reputation by the defeat of V index, and was 
Vercinius g'«tly beloved by the foldiery. But he, though earnefty 
2™ preffed to aifiime the fovereignty, not only by the troops under 
"Lire his command , but likcwife by deputies from the legions, which, 

by Nero's orders, had from Illyricum crofTed over into iM h 
continued firm to his fiift refolution of referving to the fenate 
the power of defling an emperor ; nav, when certain news 
was brought him of Nero's death, he ftill pcrftftcd in refuting 
the title of emperor, thou-:h his foldiers bound themMvcs by a 
fulemn oath to ftand by him to the laftdrop of their blood, aw 
one of the tribunes, forcing his way into his tent, with his drawn 
fword, threatened to kill him upon thefpot, it he continued^ 
withftand the ardent wilhesof the whole army. When he re- 
ceived from Rome a certain account of the resolutions ot w 
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fenate, he immediately rook the oath of fidelity to the new em- 
peror, and pcrfuadcd, not without much difficulty, the troops Glides Lis 
under his commanJ to lay afide all thoughts of railing him to I- git'** *° 
the empire, which by the fenate had been decreed to another. '^'Aw-wi;- 
Galba was fo taken with his loyal and generous conduct, that 
he immediately frnt for him, with a defign to have him near his a 
perfon, and confer upon him fuch rewards as his fidelity w^-ll 
deferred. Vcrginius received with the utmoft refpcilr. F la ecus 
Hardeonius, who was appointed to command in his room, re- 
finned the army to him, and fet out without delay to meet the: 
emperor, who already approached the frontiers of Gaul. Upon J s rrm'zrd 
his arrival, he was received very coldly by Galba, without the ^/..-'A ly 
Jcaft taken, fays Plutarch, of affeftion or hatred, of gratitude Gaiba. 
or refencment. The emperor had a perfonal value and cftccm 
for him, and would have raifed him, had he followed his own 
inclination, to the chief employments in the ftate. But Titus 
Vinius, who had already gained a great fway over the emperor 
and was jealous of Verginius, did all that lay in his power to 
eftrange from him the mind of the emperor, and to put a flop 
to his promotion. But herein he was more his friend, as Pin- 
torch obferves, than he intended, and contributed to that hap- 
pinefs which he thought he was oppofing: for, by preventing 
his preferment, he preferved him from thofe calamities, in 
which the other officers of the army were involved, and fecured 
to him a life of quiet and tranquillity, which he enjoyed to an 
advanced age Galba, upon his arrival at Nar bonne, found 
there the embafladors fent to him from the fenate, received 
them in a moft obliging manner, and invited them to an enter- 
tainment, at which he rcfufed to make ufe of the fdver and 
gold plate which belonged to Nero, and had been fent him from 
Romc^ contenting himf'elf with his own, which fhe wed, that he 
utterly defpifed all pomp and outward appearances of grandeur. 
However, he was foon perfuaded by Vinius to alter his conduct 
in this particular, and put upon other meafures, which flattened 
bis ruin. He treated with the utmoft feveiity fome cities of Galba 1 / 
Sptwi and Gaul y that had been backward in acknowledging reunify. 
him, publilhed threatening edicts againft them, and deprived 
fume of them of great part of their territories, loading them 
with heavy taxes, an I caufing their walls to be beaten down h . 
hGauf he ordered Vet tins Chilo, and in Spain Obultron'uts Sa- 
wius and Cornelius A'larcellus, to be put to death, and with 
them, if we believe Suetonius^ even their wives and children, 
for having refufed to join him, when he fiifr revolted from 
Aw. As Galba was known to be a man of an humane 
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temper, and naturally averfe to all manner of cruelty, thefc 
executions were generally imputed, and not undefervedly, to 
Vinius and his other favourites, of whom we fhall have occafion 
to fpeak in the courfe of the prefent reign. 
Nymphi- In the mean time, at Rome, Nymphidius Sabinus, of whom 
dius Sabi- W e have ippken in the preceding reign, having, by his immenfe 
msajptrcs laj-g^fTcs, gained ihe affections of the pr^torian guards, andper- 
at tkeem- fusing; himfelf, that Galba, by reafon of his infirmities and 
2 tre ' old age, would never reach the capital, ufurped all the authority 

there. Pn. fuming upon his interefr, he obliged Tigcllinus, who 
commanded, jointly with him, the praetorian guards, to lay 
down his commiflion. After this, he madefeveral magnificent 
and expenfive entertainments, inviting to them fuch as had been 
confuls or had commanded armies, diftribuud large funis among 
the people, and with (hows and other diversions, which he daily 
exhibited, gained fo great an intereft with all ranks, that he al- 
ready looked upon himfelf as (overeirn. The fenate, dreading 
his power, conferred extraordinary honours upon him, fryied 
him their protector, attended him when he appeared in public, 
and had recourfe to him for the confirmation of their decrees, 
as if he had been already inveftcd with the fovereign power. 
His fewer This bafe compliance puffed him up to fuch a degree, that he 
in Rome, ufurped, not leifurely and by degrees, but all at once, an ab- 

folute authority. Plutarch tells us, that he was fo provoked 
againft the confuls for fealing the difpatches, which they fent 
to the emperor, with their own fignets, and not with his, that 
he would have depofed them, had they not ftudied to appeafe 
him with fubmiilions quite unbecoming perfons of their rank 
and ftation. Tho' he acted as fovereign, he had not yet openly 
declared his defign of feizing the fovercignty ; but when heun- 
derftood, that Galba was already in Gaul and approached the 
borders of Italy, that Cornelius Laco was appointed commander 
of the praetorian guards, and Titius Vinius the new emperor's 
chief favourite, he fummon^d the officers under his command; 
and, after having bitterly inveighed againft Galba 9 s favourites, 
dttfmpts who, he faid, would exercife the fame power and authority, 
to fit f up which had been ufurped by 77if ellhi us, if they were allowed 
the prar- t j me t0 e fta.blifli themfelves, he exhorted them to fend embuifa- 
/(?*•/«// dors to the emperor, and beg, in the name of the whole armV, 

^mr'vcfr t ^" t ^ e wou ^ difcharge from his fervice Laco and Vinius. « 

Galba complied with their requcft, he did not doubt, but the 
whole power would devolve upon him, fince he had contributed 
mnre than any other to the ruin of Nero and promotion of 
Galba ; and this power he defigned to make ufe of againft 
Galba himfelf: if the emperor rirje&ed the petition of the 

iumv, tli-t, he hoped, would efl range their minds from hin»» 

and 
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and difpofe them to a revolt. But the officers did not approve 
of the motion ; on the contrary, they thought it abfurd and un- 
reafonable to direel: an emperor of Galba 9 s years and experience, 
and tell him who of his friends were to be trufted, and who dis- 
charged. Hereupon Nymphidius changed his meafures, and, 
contrary to the advice of Clodius Celfus, a native of s/ntioch, 
his intimate friend, refolved to conceal no longer his defign. 
Accordingly he imparted it, without difguife, to fome of the 
officers, and they to the foldiers under their command ; and it 
was agreed, that Nymphidius (hould be conveyed that very night 
into the camp, and there proclaimed emperor. But Anton 7 'us 
Honor -at us , one of the tribunes, touched with remorfc, af- 
fembled his men in the evening, fignified to them his repentance, 
and encouraged them to continue fteady in their allegiance to 
Galba. We had, i?tdeed, faid he, fome colourable pretence to re- Thefpeecb 
•volt from Nero, whofe cruelty and tyranny ive could no longer of one of 
bear. But what can prompt us to abandon and betray Galua? *b* tr * m 
Can you reproach him with the murder of his wife and mother ? bunes 
did he ever difgrace the imperial dignity by debafmg himfelf to a & ani J 
acJ upon the flage ? No twit branding all the provocations that i77lm 
monfler had given us, we thought ourfelves bound to continue 
faithful to him, to defend and protest him, till we were affurcd 
by the tray tor Nymphidius, that he had abandoned us and was 
fled into Egypt. What* but fome evil genius, can thus hurry 
us on from one treafon to another ? Mteji Galba fall a viSfiin to 
appeafe the ghojl of Nero ? miift one of Livia'j family be facri- 
ficed to make way for the fon of Nymphidia? Let us rather call 
him to an account for the death of Nero, and approve our fidelity 
to Galba by infliSting on the bafe traytor the punijhmcnt he de- 
ferves. The difcourfe of the tribune brbughtall who heard him 
over to his fentiments ; fo that they refolved to maintain invio- 
lable the oath which they had taken to Galba. Mofl of the 
other cohorts joined them, and with loud (houts proclaimed a- 
new Galba emperor. Nymphidius hearing the noife, and cither ^ ^ 
imagining they proclaimed him, or fearing fome infurreclion, t ^ e c ^ n ^ 
haftencd to the camp, attended by a great number of lights, i " 
and holding a fpeech in his hand compofed by Ciconius Varro % 
which he intended to pronounce to the army. Upon his arrival 
at the camp, he found the gates (hut and the foldiers under arms 
on the ramparts. This greatly alarmed him; but neverthclefs 
advancing nearer, he afked them, What they defigned, and by 
whofe orders they had taken arms? To this queftion they an- 
fwcred with one voice, We are determined to acknowledge no 
other emperor but Galba. Nymphidius, pretending to concur in 
their fentiments, commended their fidelity; and, not yet def- 
piiring of being able by large promifes to gain them over to hia 
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intereft, ordered them to open the gates to their general. They 
obeyed ; but Nymphidius^ upon his firft entering the camp, was 
faluted with a dart, which Septimus , who marched before him, 
L thn-c received on his&hield. The traytor immediately betook himfelf 
murJcrtJ. to flight; but being clofely purfued by the foldiery, was over- 
taken arid (lain- His body was dragged through the camp, and 
next morning expofed to public view in an inclofure made for 
that purpofe For this account we are indebted to Plutarch ; 
for Tac'ttus and Suetonius only tell us, that Nympbiditts embarked 
in meafurcs to feize the fovercignty, but perilhed in the attempt. 
Ny??iphidius boafted himfelf, as we have related above k , tie 
fon of the emperor Caligula \ but was commonly thought, ac- 
cording to Plutarch l , to be the fon of a celebrated gladiator 
named Martianus^ to whom he bore a greater refemblance 
than to Caligula ; for his mother Nymphidia was a public pro- 
ftititutc. Galha being at the fame time informed of the treafon 
and the punifhment inflicted on the tray tor, difpatched orders 
to the fenate, injoining them to put all his accomplices to death 
Hit acccm- without dimn£tion. Among thefe were executed CingoniusVarr^ 
fl> tj pu- Aiithridaies of Pontus^ the fame, as we conjecture, whohav- 
: \'d hy ijig been by the Romans ftript of his dominions twenty years 
C3:i!ba\r before, had delivered himfelf into their hands, and had by them 
orders. been conveyed to Rome. They were both, without all doubt, 

privy to the confpii icy; nay, Mithridates had faid publidy, 
while men of all ranks were with emulation teftifying their joy 
for the promotion of Galba, that while he was at fome diftance, 
they cnterrained mighty expectations of him ; but the moment 
h« n^peared, they would think it a difgracc to the prefentage, 
that he haJ ever been ftykd Cafar. But, notwithstanding to 
guilt, chcy were dcemad to periih as innocents, becaufe they 
die J wLSot-t being heard in their own defence. Every oneex- 
pec"*>*d, from a man of Galba's years and experience, a quite 
d liferent conduct ; and therefore the whoJe city was gready 
sihnn'-d at fuch illegal and arbitrary proceedings, againft pcrfom 
of their rank and quality m . But what occafioned a far greater 
lurprizc was, his ordering Petroinius Turpi liavus, who had been 
conful in the eighth year of JVWVs reign, to be forthwidi put 
to death, for no other crime, but becaufe he had been faithful 
Calb.i'y to tiiat prince, and commanded as general under him. As fur* 
'unfiaf.it- pil'Mtus was broken with age, and had no longer any troops 
nbl/ji'VC' under his command, the emperor, as was publicly faid, ought 
rlty. to have put off his execution, till his arrival at Rome, and heard 

him himfelf. From thefe hafty and illegal executions it wasp 
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nerallv concluded, that the new prince would not obferve that 
moderation in his aclions, which he had promifed in his fpeeches. 
After a long and bloody march, Galba reached at length 
the M'Avian bridge, within twenty -fi ve furlongs of the city, and 
was there met by a numerous body of marines, who by Nero 
had been formed into a leirion, and were come to add reft the 
new emperor for a confirmation of their eftablifhment. But 
Galba either rejecting their petition, or putting off the affair to 
'another lime, they grew mutinous, be fct the emperor, flopping 
up the way to all others who carne to wait upon him, and with 
a tumultuous noife, required an eagle and legionary enfigns. 
Hereupon Galba ordered h!s horfc to ride in among them, who 
put many of them to the fword and the reft to flight. The Heeaufes 
emperor, not fatisfied with this feverity, commanded every a great 
tenth man of thofe who had efcaped to he decimated ; fo that, numb r of 
according to Tacitus, feveral thousands fell, either by the fwords marines to 
of the horfe, or thofe of the executioners n . Dion CaJJius tells be majfa- 
us, that ("even thoufand of the difarmed multitude were cut in crcci ' 
pieces upon the fpot. Such, as had the good luck to outlive the 
maflacre and execution of their companions, were, by Galba' 's 
orders, committed to prifon, where they lay till his death, when 
they were by Ot.bo fct at liberty, and anew formed into a legion 0 . 
The entrance of the new emperor into the capital, through fo 
much blood and (laughter, was looked upon as an omen por- 
tending greater calamities, than the city had fuffercd even under 
Nero 5 and the populace were confirmed in their apprehensions 
by feveral prodigies, efpeci-ally by an earthquake, attended with 
a dreadful noife, which happened upon Galba's firft entering 
the palace p . But what moil of all rendered him both odious 
and contemptible was, his differing himfelf to be entirely go- j s frovtrn- 
verncd and blindly controuled by his three favourites, Titus ri- c d by bis 
mus, Cornelius Laco, and Marcianus Ice I us ; who, as they favourites. 
lodged in the palace, and were continually abour the emperor, 
were commonly ft vied his pedagogues. Titus Vinius was de- <f/ JC cba- 
fcended of an illuiirious family, out difgraccd it by his infamous racier 
conduct, being, according to Tacitus, of ail men the mo ft no- of Thus 
torioufly wicked. In his verv firft campaign under Calvlfius Sa- Vinius. 
&7.\vr, )u- was branded with infamy ; for the wife; of that ge- 
neral, Ice! with a prvpifterous enriofity to view the difpofltion of 
the camp, entered it in the night, riifguifLd in the habit of a 
foldier; and, having there ventured into the place where the 
guard was kept, was debauched by Vinius^ in the very quarter 
which was (acred to the Roman eagles and banners. For this 
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crime he was by the emperor Caligula put in irons, and kept 
under clofe confinement ; but being Toon after fet at liberty by 
Claudius, he difcharged feveral public employments with a cha- 
racter free from reproach. Upon the expiring of his pnetorfhip 
lie was preferred to the command of a legion, and acquitted 
himfdf in it with great appkufe. Afterwards he was guilty of 
a crime, altogether infamous and worthy only of a flave ; f or 
being invited by Claudius to an entertainment, he purloined a 
golden cup of great value. But the only punifhment which the 
emperor inflicted upon him for fo fcandalous an acYion was 
to invite him again to his table the very next day, and to diffi n I 
guifh him from the reft of his gucfts, by ordering, that Vinht 
alone fhould he ferved in an earthen cup. Yet he ruled the 
province of Narbonne Gaul, in quality of proconful, with un- 
biased juftice and eminent integrity. He was, upon the clofe 
of his proconfulfhip, appointed to command, under Galba, the 
legion which was quartered in Spain; where, contrary to the 
opinion of the other officers, he encouraged his general, in the 
manner we have related above, not to let flip the opportunity 
that offered to feize the fovereignty. He was a man of great 
boldnefs and addrefs, and, according as he chofe to apply his 
nrr * alents > ca P able of performing great things for the public wel- 
liasLza r' ° r P ,un B in S the ftate in end,e ** s calamities. Cornelius 
WIcelus ci 9 the ° ther faVourite » whom Galba had appointed captain 

of the praetorian guards before he left Spain, was a man of 

(lender parts, and of no courage or a&ivity, but mightily con- 
ceited with his own talents, a certain enemy to every counfel, 
however excellent, if not fuggefted by himfelf, and headftrong 
in oppofing every man eminent for ability and difcernment. 
Icelus was a manumifed flave, but not inferior to the other two 
in favour and authority. Nero had vefted him, by the gold 
ring, with the order of knighthood, and he was now every- 
where called by an cqueftrian name, that of Marttanuu He 
was a man of infatiable avarice, and is faid, by fpoil and rapine, 
to have amaffed more wealth in the feven months that Galba 
reigned, than the moft rapacious freedman of Nero had done 
Their during the fourteen years of his reign. As the aged emperor rc- 
fcandalous pofed an entire confidence in thefe minifters, without ever in- 
conduZ, quiring into their condu&-, they proftituted the credit and cha- 
racter of their matter to their own vile gain and wicked paflions. 
By them all things were (It to fale^ offices, provinces, public 
revenues, public juftice, and the lives of men both innocent and 
guilty. Me was old ; they were infatiable, and eager to make 
the moft of a fhort reign ; fo that in the court of Galba appeared 
all the evils and excefles lately fecq and abhoi red in that of Ntrv. 
they were equally grievous, fays Tacitus* but not cnually exciM 
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in a prince of Galba's years and experience. He had him (elf a 
heart altogether upright and well-meaning; but, as the numberlcfs 
iniquities of his minifters were imputed to him, he was no lefs 
hated, than if he had committed them himfelf. This, fays Dion 
Coffins*, is the unhappy condition of princes : it is not enough for 
them to abftain from all violence; they mu ft re ft rain others, 
efpecially their minifters, from committing any : no prince will 
be reckoned good, when his minifters. are known to be had ; • 
nor to be much beloved, when they are much hated. Mini- 
fters, it muft be owned, are doomed to fufFer imputations alto- 
gether groundlefe, as proceeding rather from envy and the na- 
ture of their poft, than from their evil conduct ; in which cafes 
it is but reafonable and generous to prated them. But here the 
guilt was notorius, and manifeft to all men but Galba, He, 
whom of all men it moft imported to know it, knew it not ; 
and hence, without check or controul, they abufed the power 
with which he too blindly entrufted them, arid fxrinccd his 
life, his glory, and diadem to their own private views, to for- 
did intereft, which was the fmallcft thing they ought to have 
facrificed for Co good a mafter. But the meafures, which they 
took, proved in the end no lefs fatal to them, than to the em- 
peror, as we fhall have occaflon to relate. Galba 
Galba\ firft care, after his arrival in the capital, was to call calls to 
to an account, and punifli, according to their deferts, fuch as account 
had borne the chief fway in the late tyrrannical adminiftration. and pu- 
Amongthefe, Elius Polycletus, Pettnus y Patrobius, Narctf- ni/bed the 
fits, all Nero's freedmen, and LocuJIa y the famous poifoner, «A r; °J 
were publicly executed, to the infinite fatisfa£tion of the people, Nero - 
who, with loud fhouts of joy, attended them as they were led 
to the place of execution. No one doubted, but Tigellinns 
Would fuffer the like doom. He had been the chief author and 
promoter of Nero's iniquities, had perpetrated many unknown 
to him, and at laft forfaken and betrayed him. Hence the ex- 
ecution of no man was more ardently wifhed for, more ve- 
hemently urged, by fuch as hated, by fuch as lamented, Nero; 
both concurring from oppofite paflions, in the: fame antipathy TicelKnus 
and requeft. But he had, with immenfe preftnts, pur-chafed ; s p ro/f <:/ t ,t 
the favour of Vinius, who protected him with his mightv au- hy Viniua. 
tWity, on pretence that his daughter had heen faved hyTigcl- 
««w > and truly he had faved her, fays Tacitus^ not from any 
clemency of his, after fuch numbers m'urde'ed hy him, but 
purely to purchafe means of flicker and efrapein time to come, 
ror this is the policy, continued our hiftorian, of everv defpe- 
wtc offender, from diftruft of prefent fortune and dread of 
e -Ungc, to arm himfelf betimes with private favour againft the 
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public hatred. Hence it comes, that for die protection of in- 
nocence no regard is (hewn, but the cut ley combine for mu« 
tual exemption from puniuhment *. Of this fcandalous partia- 
lity the people loudly complained: Turpi I: anus , faid they, 
without having been guilty of any iniquity, or been polluted 
with the crimes rf Nero, hus been put to d/ath for no other 
guilt, but bec tuf_ ht- wouM not betray his piince and mailer; 
whereas he who phm^ed-his prince into thoic abominations, for 
which he defer ved to di-. ,and afterwards trcacheroufly forfook and 
betraved him, is not only fifivicd to live, but to enjoy the im- 
menfe wealth, which by all nv.'iner of rapine he has accumulated. 
The peo- As often as the emperor appear. :! abroad, the people crowded 
pie demand about him, demanding the execution oi'Tigcllinus. Thistheycar- 
his execu- ncftly begged, in the theatre, in the circus, at the gates of thepa- 
tion. lace, c5V. As the execution of this execrable inftrument of 

Nero's tyranny was thus demanded by the univcrfal voice of 
the Rotnan people, it had been but juft, as well as politicand 
popular, to have facrificed him, though he had been lefs guilty 
than he really was, to the manes of fo many illuftrious Romans 
murdered by him, and to the honeft rage of the public. This 
would have obliged both the friends and enemies of Nero, gained 
the affections of the people, and ftrengthened Galba's parry. 
Galba But thefe were fmall confiderations with Vinius^ in comparifon 
checks of filling his coffers. In order, therefore, to oblige Tigellinu^ 
them with who had engaged to pav him an immenfe fum, in cafe he efcaped 
an edict. unpunifhed, he pcrfuaded Galba, who repofed in him an en- 
tire confidence, not only to withftand the ardent wiflies and 
earn eft folicitations of the whole Roman people, but to check 
them with an edi&, wherein he reproached them with cruelty, 
and begged they would not make his government appear tyran- 
nical, nor infill upon the execution of an unhappy man, who 
was dying of a confumption. Nothing fo much provoked the 
indignation of the people as this edict ; for it was afterwards 
known, that T'tgellinus had that very fame day made a facriiice 
to the gods for his recovery, which was followed by a magnifi- 
cent entertainment; and that Vimus after having fuppedwith 
the emperor, had fpent the whole night in revelling with 77* 
gcllinus : it was moreover known, that Vlmns had carried his 
daughter with him to the entertainment; and that TigAlmh 
after having thanked the father for the edicr, prvfented the 
daughter, full with two hundred and fifty thoufand drachmas, 
and afterwards with a necklace, which he took from the n*'ck 
of the chief of his concubines, valued at one hunJn-d andfiftv 
thoufand mor*. H:; lotus, another of A7?Vs minifters, anti 
perhaps nu kfj> haled, on account of his enormous cruel tics unu 
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extortions, than Tigcllinus> (for with equal ardour the Reman Halotus is 
people demanded his execution) was in the fame manner, and Hktwfi 
from the fame motives, protected by the authority of Vinius ; P ar ^ cn * * 
nay, in confideration of an immenfe fum, which he paid to a::el P re ~ 
that wicked minifter, he not only efcapcd unpunifhed, but was^" ;t 
preferred to a moft honourable and profitable employment r . 
Thus were criminals, notorioufly guilty of the moft crying ini- 
quities, but poflefled with wealth enough to purchafe the favour 
of the reigning minifter, fcreened from the punifhment due to 
their crimes, while others, lcf* guilty, were by droves hurried 
to execution. This fcandalous and barefaced partiality gained U'hUh de- 
to the minifter what he chiefly aimed at, immenfe treafurcs, but riiusfub- 
derived upon the prince infinite public hatred ; for, by not re- He hatred 
ftraining his minifter, he incurred the fame cenfure and blame, "P 0 " 
as if he himfelf had done the evil, or authorifed it *. Galba. 

The example of Vinius was followed by the other mlnifters 
and favourites of the new emperor; for being indulged in im- 
moderate power, they expofed to common fale all the honours 
and emoluments of the irate. His bondmen too were greedy 
to profit by their fudden funfhine, and eager to convert into 
hafty gains the fhort reign of a mafter already enfeebled with 
age. So that the people began loudly to complain: Why, faid 
they, was Nero depofed, if things are not mended under Galba? 
Why a new prince chofen, but for the eafe of the public, after 
a reign of violence and tyranny? The public hatrred, which 
the numberlefs iniquities of the new emperor's mi nifters derived 
upon him, was heightened by his ill-timed ftri«5tncfs and unpo- 
pular parfimony ; though his parfimony was chiefly afcribed to 
Vinius y who was faid to have checked the emperor's generofity 
to others, that he might the better gratify his own avarice. 
However that be, while the emperor endeavoured to reform the 
abufes, and retrench the exorbitant expences that had prevailed 
in the preceding reign, he ran into the other exreme. No man's 
money, fays Tacitus, did he ever covet, but was fparing of his 
own, and of the public money greedy and tenacious. Authors Galba'/ 
relate feveral inftances of his unfeafonable parfimony, altogether farjtmony. 
unbecoming a pcrfon of his rank and ftation. Plutarch tells us, 
that one Canus % a celebrated player upon the flute, having one 
night entertained him while he was fupping, the emperor, after 
having highly commended the excellence of his performance, 
fcnt for his purfe, and prefented him with five denarii, about 
three (hillings of our money, telling him, that he made him that 
prcfent out of his privy purfe, and not out of the public money. 
^ustomus adds, that when his table, upon any extraordinary oc- 
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cafion, was more fpler.didly ferved than ufual, he could not re- 
frain from fighing and exprciTmg his diiTatisfadiion, in a manner 
inconfiftsnt 'with common decency As the public treafure 
had been quite exhaufted by Nero, who had confumcd above 
Seventeen millions in profufe penlions and donations, Galba, 
after examining every expedient to find the necfiary fuppjies, 
preferred to all others, as tnc moft juft, that of fupplying the pub- 
lic ::t the expence of thofe, for whofe fake the public had been 
impoverifhed. All the partakers, therefore, in the late empe- 
.... / ,- t ror's extravagance were cai 
Z- that thev Ihould retain only a tenth of that wild iberality and 

.itmtUs reftorc the reft. But, as they had fcarce a tenth left unwricd, 
t»le havin- lavilh.il the plunder of the public and of their fcllow- 
,-/hnl citizens, in the fame riot and prodigality in which they had 

fi-uande'red away their own private fortunes, the emperor obliged 
thofe who had had anv dealings with them, who had boughtor 
received any thine from them, to refund the whole. For thefe 
iearch-s and exactions a new court was inftituted, in which i pre- 
fided according to Tacitus thirty, according to Suetonius fifty, 
Reman knights ; who extended their inquiries even into Cruet, 
and there obliged the players upon inftruments, the aaors, 
wreftlers, charioteers, the judges at the Olympic games, the 
pri( ft-fs of Apollo Delphian, Sec. to rcftore nine tenths of Ntra 
donations. As this was an affair without bounds, and many 
were affe£ted by it; as on all hands were fecn open fales and the 
public crier, and this court was n. w in its inftitution, and from 
the multitude of officers, from the numerous fuits, heavy and 
vexatious, the whole c.ty, nay, the whole empire, was in a 
ferment. The foldicrs of the prastorian guards were kep quiet 
a whib in expectation of the mighty donative, wr.,ch had been 
nromifed them by Nwphidius in GaJWt name, fuppofing.that 
though they did not receive the full, yet the emperor, noM* 
fbnding his parnmony, wool 1 not ferule to»H^upontta 
prf .>< the fame fum tint had been given them by Mr,. But whe .he 
■. !', 1 .* r , f ,r L . d to fulfil the promife which had be.-n made in his name, 
• TT nnd ordcr-d only a (null fum, left than had yet been gtven by 
it prin«, to be duV.buted ^ Mem, they could not refra, 

from (editions invectives, vilifying flic cn-.pt tot for h> o Id V 
and avarice. This difiiffoftion was heightened by a layi* \« 
Gnlba : a layinsr, according to Ttcitut, worthy of theprmi, m 
virtue of ^ Romans and the commonwealth, bu to h.mW 
d.m-nvus; That he chofe his f'ldms, av.d d:d rot buyjbm. 
Hi. f.veihv too in exacting a itritt obfci vance of milK-O™ 

a quality lo admired of old, and b> the armies ever 

' i'-.i- r. ibid. SuiT. c. i6. , 

ftingui(hc J 



Chap. iS. The Roman WJlory* 259 

flinguifhed with apphufe, was very grievous to a flothful fol- 
diery, fcorning the antient difcipline, and for fourteen years fo 
accuftomed to the bafe reign of Nero 9 that at this time they no 
lefs admired the vices of their princes, than of old they had adored 
thsir virtues u - Though the reft of his conduct did not, ac- 
cording to Tacitus , anfwer his feverity in keeping the foldlevy to 
their duty, yet he performed, as Suetonius informs us, many 
things worthy of fo great a prince w . That writer does not 
defcend to particulars; but Zonaras tells us, that he punifhed 
with the utmofl: feverity thofe who had, by fa He accufations, 
occafioned the ruin of innocent perfons ; th at he delivered up 
to all matters fuch of their flaves as had borne witnefs againft 
them ; and that he recalled from exile thofe, who had been ba- 
ni/hed by Nero upon the law of majefly K m Cafaubon thinks it 
plainly appears from an antient infeription, that he fuppre/Ted the 
the tax of the quadra gefima or fortieth penny, which had been fir ft 
taken off, and afterwards reftored by Nero He di (charged fe- 
veralof the praptorian guards, who had been engaged in the con- 
fpiracv of Nymphidius\ and di fmifled, without the ufual rewards, Dif barges 
the German cohort, which had fcrved the other Csfars with un- the Ger- 
fhaken fidelity, ordering them to return to their country, becaufe 111311 c °- 
he fwfpected them more inclined to Cn. Dolabclla than to him z . ^ oyt ' 
However, he took particular care of fome other cohorts of Ger- 
mans 9 who having been fent by Nero before him to Alexandria* 
while he meditated a journey thither, and fo :>n after recalled, were 
returned fickly, and greatly fatigued witli fo long a courfe of 
tiling a . 

About the fame time that Julius Vine! ex revolted in Gaul, 
Clodius JlAacer, who governed Africa in quality of propraetor, 
took up arms againft Nero, levied new forces, and even a le- 
sion, which from him was called the Macr'uvi legion, but was 
foon after difbanded byGalba, whom he refufed to acknowledge, 
through fear of being called to account for the numberlefs mur- 
ders and extortions, to which his unbounded avarice and cruelty 
had prompted him. Plutarch tells us, that, without cither ac- 
cepting or rejecting the imperial title, he flrovc to maintain him- 
felf in pofleifion of Africa , and to famiih the city, by flopping 
the vcffels which thence conveyed corn to Rome. He was in- 
flated to this revolt, according to Tacitus b , chiefly by Gal- 
vu Cr!fpi;:it'/it % who had been to Nero the direflrefs of his 
'ufts, and afterwards, pafling over into Africa^ had infinuatcd 

u Plut. ibid. Tacit, c. 5. Scet. c. 16. ' D10. p. 729. 
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hcrfclf into the favour of the propraetor Macer. According to 
this account, Macer feems not to have revolted till after Nero's 
Clodms death. B e that as it will, he was flain at the command of 
y.ffj*. Galba by Trebonius Garueianus, the imperial procurator in 
A f • m Africa. ' As for Crifpinilla, fhe returned to Rome ; and though 
C3 ' it was notorious, that £he had fuggefted to Macer the pernicious 

counfcl of famifhing the Roman people, and on that fcore capital 
punifhment was demanded againft her by the univerfal voice of 
Rome i.yet, by the connivance of the prince and the favour of 
his minifters (for {he was both opulent and childlefs), (he efcaped 
her doom, and lived in perfect impunity during the reigns of 
Galba, Otbo, zn&Vitcllius c . About the fame time, wasafaf- 
Jn<i¥ox\- finated Fonteius Capito, who commanded in Lower Germany, 
teiusCapi- by Cannelius Aquinas and Fablus Valens, two tribunes, without 
to in ftayine; for the emperor's command. There were who believed, 
Lower that Capita, however abominable he was, however ftained with 
Germany. aV arice and immerfed in impurities, had yet declined engaging 

in any turbulent counfels; that having rejected the folicitations 
of Aquinas and Valens to rebel with them, he was by them 
charged with their own ill faith and treafon; and that Galba, 
cither impofed upon or afraid of making further inquiry, ratified 
the execution. However it was, both thefe executions, that 
of Macer as well as that of Capita* were ill received, this being, 
as Tacitus well obferves, the ufual fate of a prince under public 
hatred, that every action of his, whether good or evil, is gene- 
rally disproved, perverfly conftrued, and contribute to his 
ruin d . Suetonius tells us, that, after the death of thefe two 
commanders, Galba at length quitted his military habit, and a 
dagger, which till then he had worn fattened to his neck, and 
hanging down on his bread, though lie was not in a condition 
to make ufe of it, being enfeebled with age and infirmities'. 
Yitellirs Capita wns fuccceded in the government of Lozver Germnjbf 
vo<vcrmr Julus Vitellius, afterwards emperor, who was raifcd to that 
or Lower poll: chiefly by the intercft of Vinius, whofe favour he had gain- 



Germany, ed, by fupporting the ftme faftion in the circus. GA in 

conferring upon him that command, openly declared, that he 
did not prefer him out of any cftccm he had for him, or opinion 
of his abilities, but becnufe he believed thofe to be Lfs feared, 
who were mofl additted to gluttony, and that his keen appcW 
might be fatiatcd with the plenty of that province j fo tharnu 
preferment was owing to the contempt, and not to the cltccm, 
the emperor had for him f . Pkilojhatus, in his life of 
nius Tyancus, tells us, that this year was born at Syracufe, ar* 
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expofed to public view, a child with three heads ; which mon- 
ftrous birth denoted, according to the interpretation of his Apol- 
lonius, the three heads or emperors, Galba, Otho, and Vitel- 
lius, by whom the Roman ftate was for fome time governed in 
one and the fame year. He adds, that the cities of Sicily were 
then in arms againft each other, and ftrangely harrafled with 
inteftine divifions g . But of thefe difturbances we find no far- 
ther account in that writer, nor any mention of them in others. 

Th e following year, on the kalends of January , Galba en- 
tered on his fecond confulfhip, having his favourite minifter, 
'Titus Vlniusy for his collegue. He had fcarce aflumed the fafces, 
when an e>prefs arrived from Po?npeius Propinquus, procurator 
of Belgic Gaul, informing him, that the legions in Upper Ger- The legions 
many, in open violation of their oaths and allegiance, demanded in Upper 
ijnperioufly another emperor, and referred the free election of Germany 
one to the pleafure of the fenate and people of Rome. Vergi- revolt . 
nius had been removed from them, as we have rejated above ; 
and as he had neither been reftored, nor preferred to any other 
command or employment, but treated, in a manner, like a 
criminal, they conceived themfelves to be charged as delin- 
quents, for having offered him the empire. Hordeonius 
Flaccus, who had been fent to fucceed him, they utterly con- 
temned i and truly he was a man void of firmnefs, void of au- 
thority, and, from his lamenefs and the infirmities of his age, 
unequal to the direction of the moft orderly and peaceable army. 
Hence, under their prefent frenzy, they were further inflamed 
by his impotent endeavours to rcftrain them. This intelligence Galba de- 
ripened the defign, about which Galba had been for fome time liberates 
deliberating with himfelf arid in concert with his friends, con- concerning 
cerning the adoption of a fucceflbrj for he imagined himfelf to ™ c *dipti- 
be defpifed, not fo much on account of his age, as for want of °* J? 
iflue. But his favourites, already at variance and purfuing eachV' /f< ^ r# 
his own private views, were divided into two factions : yinius 
was for Otho ; Laco and Icelus were combined together, not fo 
much to favour the interefl of any particular, as to exclude him. 
As Yinius had a daughter, who was a widow, and Otho was no£ 
married, no one doubted but an alliance between them was in- 
tended. But Galba, moved with a concern for the common- 
wealth, which, he thought, was in vain refcued from Nero* 
were it to devolve upon Otho, the chief confident of that prince's 
impure pleasures, did not, in this particular, fuffer himfelf to 
be blindly guided by Yinius \ but, hearing him favourably, re- 
ferred the farther confideration of the affair to another time. 
However, out of complaifancc to his chief miniftcr, he ap- 1 
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pointed him and Otbo confuls for the enfuing year. Hence it 
was generally taken for granted, that Oth: would, upon his en- 
tering the confulfhip, be by Galba declared his fucceflbr ; which 
caufed an univerfal joy among the fohiicry, who, for the moft 
part, favoured Otbo, and am* n£ tiie courtiers and creatures of 
Nero, who were pailionate for a prince fo refemMing their 
former. But while Galba was deliberating about the choice, 
and putting it off from day to day, di final tidings were daily 
brought from Upper Germany ; for the ltgions there, being 
fummoned, according to cufcom, on the kalciv'L, of January, 
to take the ufual oath of fidelity to the emperor, had torn his 
images, broken his ftatues, and openly declaring, that they 
would never acknowledge Galba, fworn allegiance to the &?- 
man fenate and people. Hereupon the emperor, befet with 
anxieties, as not knowing whither the fury of the revolters 
might tend, and not trufting to the faith of the troops in Rcnx, 
applied what to him feemed the only remedy, and held a coun- 
cil for declaring a fucceflbr, to which, befides Vinius and Lace, 
he fummoned Marius Cclfus, conful elec~r, and Duccnnius 6V 
minus, governor of Rome. On this occafion Vinius promoted 
anew with great zeal the adoption of Otbo, and DucenniusGt- 
. minus that of Dolabella, who was nearly related to Galba. But 
the emperor, preferring the welfare of the public to all other 
regards, after a fliort fpeech concerning his great age, ordered 
Fife \Lic' f° Licinianus to be font for, and, to the great furprife of all, 
5uanus 1C1 nameQl kirn his fucceflbr. Pi fa was the fon of Marcus Crajfus 

and Scribonia, and both by father and mother nobly born, be- 
ing by his father defcended from the celebrated Marcus Lichm 
CraJJus, who was flain in the fatal battle of Carrhce, and by his 
mother from Pompey the Great. He was at this time- in the 
thirty-firli year of his age, and by all highly eftecrncd on account 
of his extraordinary parts, his engaging behaviour, and Angular 
modefty. His gravity, refcmhling that of the antient Rcwaniy 
was, fays Tacitus, by thofe who judged cenforioufly, accounted 
melancholy and aufterc; but that part of his temper, which 
alarmed the difcontentcd, pleafcd the perfon adopting h . Sut- 
ton ius tells us, that Galba had always fhewn a great efleem for 
him, and named him in his laft will for his heir, before he was 
raifed to the empire 1 . Some, however, believed, that he was 
hy La co prevailed upon to adopt him for Ids fucceflbr 5 for 
Laco had, unknown to Galba, held private conferences with 
him at the houfe of Ru belli us Plauttts, but artfully recom- 
mended him toGW/77, as one to whom he was an utter ftrangcr. 
i^alba, alter having declared to him, in the prcfence of h» 
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friends and counfellors, his defign of adopting him, and naming 
him for his fuccefibr in the empire, is {aid to have taken him 
by the hand, and to havefpoken thus : cc Were I as a private His fbeech 
«' ptrfisn to adopt you for my fon, glorious even then would be to bun on 
« the adoption to us both, fince my family would receive new that occa- 
ct luftre from the blood of the great Pontpey and of Marcus Jiotu 
" CraJfuS) and yours from that of the Sulpitian and Lutatian 
" families. I am now a public perfon, called to the empire by the 
" united con fen t of thegodsand men; and of this fovereignty, for 
" which our anceflors have often expofed their lives, I offer 
" vou the polTcflion, while you are neither fee king nor pur- 
" luing it- To this I am urged only by the love of my coun- 
<c trv, and your excellent qualifications. Augtiflus^ who would 
" entail the empire upon his own houfe, in his own houfe 
" fought a fuccefibr. I chufe out of the common- wealth an 
<: heir to the common -wealth : not that I am reduced to this 
» choice by any want of relations of my own; but them I over- 
" look, as well as your relations, becaufe I do not judge them 
" fo well qualified for fo important a charge as you rtelf. You 
" have a brother, in nobilitv your equal, in ago your fuperior, 
u a man worthy of this fortune, did I not find in you one frill 
" more worthy. You have pafTed your youth without reproach, 
" and fuch hitherto has been your courfe of life, that nothing 
lt in your conduct thus far is fubject to blame: but you have 
" yet only had adverfe fortune to contend with. Profperity is 
" more enfiuring; it tries the temper of the foul, and expofes 
" its weakneifes : calamities we often bear with patience ; but 
" are utterly fubdued and corrupted by a flow of fdicirv. I do 
" not doubt but you will, with your ufual firmncf*, J hi I retain 
" the fame integrity, faith in friendfliip, candour, and free- 
" dom of fpirit, endowments, which, above all others, adorn 
" the mind. But in others, towards you, you will find a dif- 
" fcrent conduct : by falfe complaifance they will endeavour to 
" weaken your fortitude, and, by deceitful fl.ittery and footh- 
<c ingfpeeches, poifon every honeft afFr'&iou of your mind j and 
" to his own fordid gain will every particular be wrefting your 
" honour and good inclinations. You and I, upon this ocea- 
" fion, converfe with hearts perfectly fincerc; but others will 
" make their addrefles to our fortunes, rather tlun to us: and 
" indeed, to reafon princes into their duty is a dangerous tafk, 
" but eufy is the art of flattering any prince whatfoevcr. Could 
" this immcnfc empire fubfifr without a Tingle ruler, I fliould 
" glory in rcfigning, glory in being the firft emperor, who rc- 
u figned the power of the republic into her own hands; but 
fuch long fince has been the unhappy fituntimi of the (rate, 
that all chej ood, which my old age allows me to do to •■'v- 
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€c Roman people, is, to leave them a good fucceflbr ; nor can 
•* you, with all your youth, do more for them, than afford 
ct them in yourfelf a benevolent prince. Under Tiberius, Ca- 
*« ligu/a, and Claudius, we were all the inheritance of one 6- 
€c mily. That the empire has begun in me to be elective, is 
€c fome equivalent for our antient liberty, and the only li- 
*« berty we are capable of enjoying. Now the Julian and 
«' Claudian families being extinct, the beft men, by this way 
€< of adoption, will become the greateft. To be defcended 
* c from princes is the cffed of chance ; but, in the work of 
<c adoption, the judgment is exercifed ; and whenever you 
<c want to chufe, the general confent will dire£k you to the per- 
** fon moft worthy to be chofen. Have always before your 
«< eyes the example of Nero, who, elated with the glory of his 
cc race and a long genealogy of the Cxfars, was not in reality 
*' dethroned by Julius Vindex, the governor of a province, 
Cc unprovided with forces, nor by me aflifted with one legion, 
<c but by his own cruelty and infamous debaucheries; nor was 
*« there, till then, any inftance of an emperor by public fen- 
sc tence condemned and depofed. It was my lot to be called 
* 4 to an unfettled ftate ; nor muft you be alarmed , if while the 
*< whole world continues in this general uproar, there are two 
*< legions which yet remain unreclaimed to obedience. As 
<c to my old age, the only objection to my government, it is 
4< no longer one, fince when it comes to be known that I have 
€c adopted you, I fhall feem young in my fucceiTor. Nen 
cc will ever be regretted by the moft abandoned and profligate: 
" to you and me it belongs to govern, that he may not alfobe 
* c regretted by the good. To fay more in this way of inftruc- 
•« tion the prefent conjuncture docs not allow me. One certain 
rule you have to obferve, which is, fo to behave yourfelf to- 
wards yourfubjeas, as, were you a fubjea, you would wift 
« c your prince to comport himfelf towards you. This rule 
€C comprehends the whole art of reigning with juftice and 
cc equity ; for you muft remember, that it is not with us as 
" with other nations, where a particular family rules with 
abfolute fway, and all befides are flaves ; but you are to go- 
vern a people incapable of complete liberty, and impatient ot 
" abfolute bondage m . 

PifoV/w- When GalbahvA done fpeaking, Pifi returned him than kj 
deft he* for tho extraordinary and unexpeaed honour conferred on him, 
haviour. a ddrcfling him, now both his father and emperor, with a fpeeen 

full of reverence, and, where he mentioned himfelf, full oi 
modefty. He bctraved no fymptoms of joy, no change m m 
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countenance, none afterwards in his behaviour, as if he had 
been infenfible of fo mighty a favour $ manifeft indications, fay* 
faeitus, that he was more capable of reigning, than defirous 
to reign. The next thing that came under debate in the council 
was, where to declare the .adoption, whether to the people 
alTembled, to the fenate, or to the army. The refult was to 
do it in the camp 5 and thither he immediately repaired, tho* 
that day, the tenth of January^ was rendered unufually terri- 
ble by heavy rains, frequent claps of thunder, and inceilant 
lightning; which, in antient times, would have proved fuffi- 
dent ground for diffblving public aflemblies, but were looked 
upon by Galba, and contemned, as fortuitous and unmeaning. 
Upon his arrival in the camp, he declared in a full aflembly of ff ZJ a d 0 p- 
the foldiers, with the brevity becoming an emperor, that he tion de- 
adopted Pifo after the precedent of the deified Augujlus, and dared to 
according to the cuftom of the army, where every one chufes tkefiUinj. 
his man. And left the revolt of the German legions might, if 
by him concealed, be thence thought more formidable, he 
frankly told them, that the fourth legion and the eighteenth, 
at the inftigation of fame few incendiaries, had departed from 
their duty, but would foon return to their allegiance. As no 
mention was made of the diftributions ufual on fuch occafions, 
only the foldiers who flood next to him applauded his fpeech, 
and through all the reft was obferved a fullen fadnefs and filence 
for having thus loft the donative, which cuftom and their own 
infolent claims had, in fome degree, rendered neceflary. Ta- 
citus tells us, that with any liberality, however final], Galba 
might have gained the affections of the foldiery; but fuffered by 
practifing, out of feafon, the rigorous purity of antient times, 
which they were no longer able to bear k . From the camp And to the 
Galba proceeded to the fenate, where he fpoke with the fame fenate. 
brevity and bluntnefs as to the foldiery. The fpeech which Pifo 
made was better received. In the mean time, Otbo, who had 
been the foremoft to efpoufe the caufe of Galba, had promoted 
it with vigour, and thence conceived .hopes of being adopted 
and named by him for his fuccefibr, inraged at his difappoint- 
ment, and burning with anger againft Galba, with envy to- 
wards Pifo, determined to make a refolute effort, while the Otho re- 
authority of the one was daily decaying, and that of the other y&/ W s to 
not yet confirmed. Many concurring motives infpircd him attempt th* 
with this refolution. As he had confumed his fortune in acourfe fovereign- 
of riot and expence, and contracted immenfe debts, in the quiet /> 
eftablifhment of the ftate he faw nothing but defpair, and only 
upon public confufion founded his hopes. Befidcs, he looked 
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upon his being put by, as a certain fign of the difpleafure and 
ijl- will of Galha towards him, and thence thought refignatigg 
and acquiefcence mpre threatening, than boldnefs and temerity, 
His favourite freedmen top and his flaves, inured to a licen- 
tioufnefs and riot inconfiftent with the ceconomy of a private 
family, were to their lord continually difplaying the alluring 
advantages attending the fovereign power, and reprefentiijg 
them as his own, if he roufed himfelf, and made tjiern fo. 
The aftf ologers at the fame time urged him by their predi&ions, 
while they were confidently averring, that the ftars prefaged 
approaching revolutions and a year of great glory to Otbo. Of 
this tribe Ptolemy was one, who having accompanied Otbointo 
Lufitania^ and foretold him that he fhould furvive Nero, had 
gained mighty credit from the event. Now he perfuaded him, 
that* if he exerted his might and laid hold of the pre fen t oppor- 
tunity, he would certainly attain the accompliihrnent of his 
wifhes, the fovereign power. Hereupon Otbo 9 with wlwm 
thefe . predictions paffed as uttered by a prophetic fpiric, .and as 
the propitious warnings of the fates, refolved to make a bold 
puih and try his fortune- The direction of the treafonable de- 
fign he committed to one of his freedmen, by name Onowfiut* 
who introduced to Jiim two men as proper inftruments in it, 
Veturiusy a foldier of the life-guard, and Barbius Procu{us^ 
teflerarius of the fame band ; that is, one whofe office it was to 
receive the parole from the tribune in writing, and carry it to 
the tents of the foldiers. Qtbo, having firft in a long conver- 
fation tried their temper and capacity, and found them to be 
men of great addrefs and refolution, imparted to them his de- 
fign, loaded them with mighty prefents, promifed them more 
ample rewards, and furniflied them with vaft fums to bribe and 
debauch the inclinations of as many of the reft as they 
able. Thus two common foldiers undertook to transfer tnc 
Roman empire from one prince to another, and transferred it 
effectually. They admitted very few into the fecret ; the mindj 
of the reft, already uneafy and wavering, they eftranged from 
the emperor hy various artificies, efpecially by filling them with 
utter defpair of the donative, which had been promifed. and fo 
often put qffi This, faid they, is not only defrauding us of 
our deferved rewards, but blafting our expectations for t cYfir, 
and giving a bad precedent to other emperors, who will not fail 
to follow an example fo prejudicial to us, fo advantageous to 
themfelves : Rome was at this time filled with troops; Gam 
had brought with him a Spani/b legion ; the legion, which had 
been railed by Nero, ftill remained in the city ; and Mm 
thefe forces, there were many from Germany, Britain* and 
Myricum, fuch as had been thence detached by Nero's orders 
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fent forwards to the Cafpian ftraights, for the war which hi 
meditated againft the Parthians, but recalled to fupprefs the re- 
volt of Vindex in Gaul. Thefe, dreading the feverity of dif- 
cipline, which in this reign began to be revived, were all ready- 
to revolt ; and though not combining in favour of any particular, 
yet prepared for the firft daring fpirit. The praetorian guards 
indeed, tranfported with a fondnefs for Nero, were entirely 
addi&ed to Otho, who, they hoped, would recal the licentiouf- 
nefs which they had enjoyed under that prince; nay, foitie of 
them were fo impatient to fee him invefted with the fovereign 
power* that on the fourteenth of January they were prepared, 
as he returned home from fupping abroad, to have hurried him 
away and declared him emperor j only they apprehended, that, 
during the dark, whoever chanced to be presented to the Ger* 
man or Pannonian army, might by them, for the moft part 
unacquainted with the perfon of Otao 9 be, inftead of him, fa- 
luted emperor. The execution of the defign was therefore put 
off till the next ddy, when Otho early hi the morning went to 
attend the emperor, and was, according fo cuftom, received by 
htm with a kifs, and admitted to be prefent at a private facrifice, 
which Galba offered iri the temple of Apollo. We are told, Galba h 
that Umbricius the foothfeyer had no fodher viewed the in trails' warned of 
of the victim, than he warned the emperor of difmal prefages, a treafon- 
of treafonable plots juft impending, aiid a domeftic foe, all in able plot. 
the hearing of Otho, who ftood next to him, and, by a diffe- 
rent coriftrucllon, lirtderftood it all as propitious to himfelf, and 
afucceftful ifltie foretold of his own machinations. However he 
was not a little difconcerted at the difcovery, and could not help 
betraying fdme difttiay and confufion. But, in the rtican time, 
Otiomajius, his freedman, arriving, acquainted him, that the 
furijcyor and builders waited his coming. This was the figna! 
before fettled arhorigft them, to intimate that the foldiers were 
ftflenibling, and the confpiracy ripe for execution. He there- 
fore imrned lately withdrew, feigning to thofe who afked him the 
caufe of his departure, that he was about purchafing certain 
houfes, which being old, and thence fufpe&ed to be decayed* 
It was neceflary firft to exarriine them. Then, leaning on hi? 
freedman, he proceeded through the palace of Tiberius to the 
V tlabruni) and from thence to the gilt pillar by the temple of 
Saturn, where the fever al high ways in Zto/y terminated. There Otho/V/Jr- 
ne was received by a party of the guards and proclaimed empe- luted em- 
ior ; but as they were not above twenty- three, though his foul par or by a 
toas not of the fame foft temper and effeminacy with his perfon* f mall party 
but, on the contrary, bold and daring, yet he was fo difmayed at of the 
tncfmallncfs of their number, that hedefired toretircand drop his guard*. 
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delign. This the foldiers would notfuffer; but pitting him ingreat 
hafte into a chair, hurried him away with their drawn fwords. 
Plutarch tells us, that he prefTed them to make all the hafte they 
could, crying out, / am a loft man. The party that attended 
him was Toon joined by much the like number of foldiers, and 
thefe, in their progrefs to the camp, were followed by others, 
who came in, three and four at a time, till at Jail they made up 
a confiderable body. Upon their arrival at the camp, Julius 
jPjJ car- Martialis the tribune, who that day commanded the main 
ried to the guard, fuffered them to enter, either overcome with furprife at 
€amp> fo daring an undertaking, or privy to the confpiracy, or elfc be- 
lieving the camp to be generally infected, and that it was in vain 
to refift. In the camp they met with no oppofition , thofewho 
were not privy to the defign being incompafled by fuch as were; 
fo that fome out of fear, others by choice, joined the revolters, 
and at laft all with one voice faluted Oth o emperor and Cafar j . 

In the mean time, Galba y utterly unacquainted with the re- 
volution, was ft ill bent upon the (acrifice, and tiring, fays Tad* 
tus, with his fupplications, the guardian gods of the empire, 
already under the fway of another head. News was firft brought 
him, that a fenator, it was uncertain who, was by a party of 
the guards hurried away to the camp, there to be presented toth$ 
foldicry; and foon after word was brought, that Otho was the fe- 
nator thus hurried thither. Inftantly from all parts of the city 
people crouded to Galba with the fame tidings, each relating 
them his own way. Some exaggerated every thing beyond mea- 
furej others, not laying afide, even at fo defperate a juncture, 
their wonted flattery, foothed him with relations far fhortof the 
Men fur es fa&s. In this fudden alarm Galba haftily fummoned his friends, 
tahn by anc j m a confutation held with them it was rcfolved, that the 
Galba to temper c f the cohort then upon duty in the palace mould firft 
J u Pprrfstbe G f all be founded, not by Galba inperfon, whofe authority was 
revolt. referved as the laft remedy upon the higheft emergency, but by 

Pifo; who having caufed them to be afTcmbled at the foot of the 
ftairs of the palace, exhorted them with great eloquence and 
energy, to continue fteady in their allegiance, difplaycd the 
vices and debaucheries of Otho 9 and afliired them, that they 
Ihould receive from Galba and him as large a donative for 
their fidelity preferved, as was offered them by Otho for dipping 
their hands in the blood of their fovereign. When he had ended 
his fpeech, fome of the cohort ftole away ; but the major part 
difplayed their enfigns, and prepared their arms to defend their 
tmperor. Celfus Marlus was immediately fent to fecure the 
troops that had been detached from the army in Illyrlcum, and 

* Plut. ibid. Suet, in Oth. c. 6. Tacit, c. 23 — 28. 
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were then pofted in the Vipfanian porch. To Amultus Serenus 
and Domitius Sabinus, centurions of the firft rank, orders were 
given to bring away from the court of the temple of Liberty 
the band of German foldiers there. To the camp of the prae- 
torian guards repaired the tribunes Cert us Sez/erus, Subrius Dex- 
ter, and Pompeius Longinus, to try, whet'icr, by reafbn and 
exhortations, the mutiny, then in its infancy, might not be 
quelled and obedience reftored. Two of thcfe tribunes the fol- The troops 
diers only terrified with thi eats, but laid violent hands on Longi- refufe to 
nus, ftripped him of his arms, and ignominioufly drove him °^ e y 
out of the camp, he being, above the reft, obnoxious to them, 9 Jf*™r*fi*t 
on account of his known fidelity and invincible attaenment to t0 thcm ~ 
Galba, The band detached from the Illyrian army drove Celfus 
from amongft them with flights of dai ts. The fecond legion of 
marines, eager to revenge the blood of their brethren, maflacred 
by Galba on his firft entry as emperor into Rome, joined, with- 
out hefitation, the praetorian bands. The German troops con- 
tinued a great while wavering and irrefolute, being in their bo- 
dies ftill feeble (for they were lately returned from Alexandria 
fickly and fatigued), and in their minds entirely peaceable, and 
rather inclined to Galba, out of gratitude for the care he was 
taking to cherifh and rcftore them k . Suetonius tells us, that they 
immediately haftened to the afiiftance of Galba; but not being 
acquainted with the ftreets, they miftook their way and came too 
late K Galba, in the mean time, was held in fufpenfe between Galba///* 
two different counfels. Vinius was of opinion, that the emperor fufpenfe ' 
fhould remain in the palace, arm his Haves in his defence, for- <wbattodo. 
tify the avenues, and by no means iflue forth amongft men mad 
with rage. All the reft alledged the ncceflity of difpatch and 
inftant meafures, before the confpiracy of a few, yet weak and 
unfupported, had gathered ftrcngth and numbers. Galba yielded 
to the advice of the latter, their counfels appearing to him more 
plaufible. Pifo, however, was fent away before to the camp, 
as a young man of great fame and reputation, and one who was 
generally looked upon as an enemy to the hated minifter Titus 
I'mius. Scarce had he left the place, when it was rumoured Receives 
about, that Otbo was flain in the camp; and foon after there a p- falfr htfor* 
peared perfons who averred, that they thcmfelvcs had been upon f nation 
the fpot when the traytor was killed, and beheld his dead body f rcm tfje 
extended on the ground. It was by many conjectured, that crow ^ 
this rumour was firft framed, and afterwards heightened by the 
partisans of Otbo, with no other view, but to entice Galba 
from his retirement. However that be, upon this occafion, 
not only the fimple and thoughtlcfs vulgar broke out into loud 
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nt demonstrations of zeal ; but the greater 
part of the Roman knights and fenators, now divefted of their 
fears, and therefore void of caution and referve, forced the 
gates of the palace ; and rufhing in, prefented themfelves be*, 
fore Galba, complaining, that the vengeance, by them medi- 
tated in his behalf, was nowfnatched out of their hands. The 
itroft cowardly, fuch as had not courage enough to face the hafl 
danger, as the event well proved, were at this jundtAirefpronjfe 
of words and boafts, and in tongue valiant and daring. No 
man knew the fad, and all averred it ; fo that Galba, deprived 
of true information, put on a breaft-plate ; and finding himfelf 
unable, through age and infirmities, to fuftain the prefling 
croud, he was put into a chair. Before he left the palace, Ju- 
lius Atticus, one of the guards, preffirig through the croudj 
prefented himfelf before the emperor, and, difplaying afword 
all over bloody, declared with a loud voice, that by bis hand 
Gtbo had been flain. Galba returned no other anfwer, than 
Fellow- foldier, wbofe orders hadft thou ? Such was his firm- 
nefs in reftraining the licentious infolence of the foldiery, with- 
out being difmayed by menaces, or corrupted with the moll 

foothing fl attery m . 

In the mean time, they had to a man declared for Otbo in the 
Camp; and placing him amidft the enfighs upon that very tribu 1 - 
rial, where a little before ftood the golden ftatue of Galba, en* 
The %ealof cornpaffed him round with banners difplayed. The common 
the foldiery foldiers refufed to the tribunes and centurions accefsto his per-. 
for Otho. fon; nay, they gave him caution to beware of all who Were in 

command or authority among them. Firft the praetorian guards^ 
and then the legion of marines, unanimbufly fworc allegiance 
to him, and, with loud (bouts, faluted him emperor, Cafar s 
and Auguflus. After this, Otbo, now confiding in his ftrength, 
inflamed them with a long fpecch, filled with bitter invctfivej 
againft Galba and his favourites ; and then ordered the comfaoh 
armoury to be thrown open, whence arms were ihftahtlf 
(hatched at random, without any regard to the cuftom of war, 
or the different orders and ranks of men. Galba, in the mean 
time, having left the palace, was approaching the forum, where 
he was overtaken by Ptfo, who, hearing the cries of the rebellious 
foldiery refounding quite to the city, had thought it advifeable not 
to proceed to the camp. At the fame time, Cclfus Martns, 
who had been fent to the lllyrian army, returned with a me- 
lancholy account. In this conjuncture, fome advifed GalMv* 
retire back to the palace; others propofed feizing the capitol ; 

and feveral were for taking pofleflion of the place where tfte 
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people ufed to aflemble. In this conteft, as in a ftorm, Galba 7 % 
chair was borne, fbmecimes one way and fometimes another, 
according to the different movement and fluctuation of the mul- 
titude; when on a fudden appeared firft a party of horfe, and 
then a body of foot, rufhing furioufly into the forum. At thia 
ficjit, the ffcandard-bearer to the cohort, which had remained 
with Galba y rent from his frandard the effigies of the emperor, 
and dafhed it againft the ground. Upon this fignal, the whole Galba 
cohort abandoned him, and joined the detachments from the bavdoncd 
camp. Hereupon, thofe who carried Galba 9 feized with dread by all. 
and trembling, flung him from his chair proftrate upon the 
ground, and there left him to the mercy of his enemies. His 
laft words are differently reported, as he was hated by fome, or 
admired by others. By feveral it was fpread abroad, that he 
a/ked in the ftyle of .a fuppliant, What evil he had merited I 
and begged time, only for a few days, to difcharge the dona- 
tive, which had been promifed in his names But moft agree, 
that of his own accord he prefented f is throat to the ailaSiiis, 
bidding them ftrike refolutely, if the good of the common- 
wealth fb required. Of the very perfon, who gave him the 
mortal blow, we have no clear account. Some hold it to have fj e ; s mttrm 
been one Terentius, an evocatus, or refumed veteran; others dered, 
one Lecantus. The more current tradition in Tacitus's time 
was, that Camurius* a common foldier of the fifteenth legion, 
cut his throat with his fvvord. The reft hacked and mangled 
in a dreadful manner his legs and arms (for his breaft was 
covered with armour) j nay, they were tranfported with a fpirit 
fo brutal and inhuman, that even after they had cut off his 
head, they fatiated their rage by disfiguring with numberlefe 
wounds his lifelefs body. Upon Titus Vinitis they next dif- j^r^ 
charged their rage. Some writers tell us, that through fear he tusViniua. 
was quite bereft of fpeech ; others, that with a loud voice he 
cried out, they had no fuch orders from Otho ; whence they 
conclude, that he was privy to the confpiracy, and had im- 
barqued in that treafbn, for which he had adminiftered caufe. 
Before the temple of Julius Cafar 9 he was wounded in the 
knee; and prefently after, by one Julius Car us , a legionary, 
pierced quite through the body. Among the many perfons who q-r e fij e jj ( 
had firft made boaft of their inviolable faith and attachment to a ^ r a*vf- 
their fovereign, one was found who performed what he had ^^Sem- 
promifed. This was Sempronius Den jus % centurion of a prce- p r0 nius 
tj?nan cohort, and by Galba appointed to guard the perfon of Dcnfus* 
**A He had not received anj» particular favour of Galba ; 
but only from a principle of honour, and in compliance with 
the oath he had taken, he placed himfelf before the emperor's 
chair, commanding thofa who were advancing againft him, to 
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fpare the emperor. As they ftill advanced, he threw away the 
vine branch, which he held in his hand as the badge of his 
office j and drawing his fword, fingly encountered them all, 
boldly upbraiding them as detcftable parricides ; infomuch, that, 
partly by his blows partly by his reproaches, he drew upon 
himfelf the fvvords of the aflaffins; and though he could not 
fave the emperor, yet procured to Pifo* who was already 
wounded, opportunity to retire. He was himfelf killed j but 
Pifo efcaped to the temple of Vejla^ where he was by a bond- 
man of the ftate received through companion and concealed in 
his chamber ; which Otho no fooner knew, than he difpatched 
Sulpitius Florus, belonging to the Britijh bands, a man juft. be- 
fore prefented by Galba with the privilege of a Roman citizen, 
and Statius Murcus^ one of his guards, with orders to difpatch 
Pifo. By them therefore Pifo was dragged forth, and butcher- 
ed near the gate of the temple. His head was immediately cut 
off and carried to.Otho, who beheld it with unfpeakable joy, 
thinking himfelf now relieved from all fear and perplexity. 
The bleeding heads of the emperor and his adopted fonwere 
ftuck upon long poles, and thus carried along amidft the banners 
of the military bands, clofe by the eagle of a legion. Many, 
who had not the leaft fliare in the murder either of Galba or 
Pifo-i difplayed their (words and hands all embrued with blood, 
and demanded of the new emperor a gratuity. Tacitus and 
Plutarch tell us, that above an hundred and twenty petitions of 
this nature, prefented in one day to Otbo> fell afterwards into 
the hands of ViteU'tus? who commanded fearch to be made after 
the authors, and punifhed them all with death, not from any 
tendernefs for Galba , but out of policy, looking upon their 
punifliment as a wholefome method of fecuring himfelf againft 
fuch traytors \ 

The news of Galba' $ death was no fooner divulged, than 
the fenate, the Roman knights, and the people, earneftly crouded 
to the camp, ftriving to out-run each other, and to overtake 
and pafs fuch as were before them. To a man they condemned 
the conduct of Galba^ magnified the judgment and choice of 
the foldiery, kifled the hands of Otho ; and the more counter- 
feit their indications of zeal were, the more loud were their 
protections. The fenate, as if they were not the fame men, 
fays Plutarch^ or had other gods Xo fwear by, took the fame 
oath to Or/w, which Otho had not long before taken to Galba y 
and had juft then violated. The new emperor received all who 
prefented themfelves to him with great demonftrations of kind- 
nefs ; and at the fame time endeavoured to pacify the foldieryi 
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breathing menaces and ravage. They demanded, that Manias 
Celfus* conful elec"t, and a faithful friend to Galba even in his 
laft diftrete, might be inftantly put to death. They hated him 
on account of his integrity and unfhaken fidelity ; but what 
they chiefly aimed at was, to have their hands let loofe to gene- 
ral pillage and maflacre, and to defrroy every worthy and able 
man in the Roman ftate. But, as Otho had not fuflicient autho- Otho 
rity to check the fury of the licentious foldiery, he perfonated fames Cel- 
great wrath againft Celfus* ordered him to be put in irons, as if fus. 
he referved him for fome more fevere punifbment ; and by that 
means redeemed him from a violent death jufl impending. 
From this moment all things were tranfadfced by the arbitrary ThefilMety 
will of the foldiers. By them were chofen the captains of the aa *rbi- 
pratorian guards, namely Plotius Primus* once a common fol- trarily. 
dier, thence preferred to command the watch, and during the 
reign of Galba* a chief man among the Partizans of Otho. 
With Plotius they joined Licinius Proculus* one in high con- 
fidence with Otho* and thought to have been employed by him 
to promote his intrigues. To the government of Rome they 
advanced Flavius Sahinus* partly in deference to the judgment 
of Nero* hi whofe reign he had ad m in iftered the fame office, 
and partly out of regard to his brother Vefpafean. They then 
demanded, that the fees, wont to be by them paid to their cen- 
turions, for exemption from certain military burdens, fhould be 
utterly aboliflied; for under this name every foldier paid, as it 
were, an annual tribute. Hence the fourth part of a legion 
ufed to be abfent at once, roaming like vagrants up and down 
the countries, where they were quartered, and robbing and 
plundering, in order to raife money wherewithal to purchafe a 
difpenfation from military toils. As moft of the foldiers were 
debauched by fuch wild immunity, and reduced to beggary by 
the fees they paid for it, they were always ready to run headlong 
into fedition, diflention, and civil wars. Otho* therefore, Otho/**- 
readily granted them their requeft: but that he might not p re ff tst he 
eftrange from him the affections of the centurions, he under- fees paid by 
took to pay out of his own revenue the fees for fuch exemptions the foldiers 
and furloughs, when they were judged neceffary ; a regulation, to their 
which, by his fucceflbrs, was perpetuated as part of the military eenturions* 
eftablifhment. In the clofe of the day, Laco* captain of the LaCO an j 
guards to Galba y was feized, and foon after by Otho con- r ce i us ^ r 
demned to an ifland, where, by his orders, he was murdered to death. 
by a veteran, whom the emperor had fent. before him for that 
purpofe. Icrlus> as he was only a manumifed flave, was pub- 
licly executed. The day, thus fpent in black and tragical ini- Otho ac- 
quities, was concluded with public rejoicings. The next day, knoavld^- 
the city pneror aflembled the fenate, when to Otho were de- ed by the 
Vot. XIV. M m creed fenate. 
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treed the tribunitial authority, the title of Augujlus^ and all the 
honours enjoyed by other emperors. From the fenate, the new 
emperor was carried in a kind of triumph crofs the forum, (HB 
flowing with blood, and over heaps of dead bodies to the^api*. 
tol, and thence to the palace, where at length he granted leave 
to burn and bury the (lain. The remains of Pifo were, byhii 
wife Verania and his brother Scribonianus^ committed to the 
grave, as were thofe of Titus Vinius by his daughter C rifting 
after they had found out and redeemed, at a great price, their 
heads, which their murderers had retained, in order to fell them 
to their relations. The body of Galba, after it had lain Ion] 
negle£ted in the ftreets, and fuffered, during the licentioufnel 
of the night, infufts without number, was, by Argim one of 
his principal bondmen, bearing the office of fteward, depofrted 
GalbaV in -a mean grave within his own gardens- His head, miferaWr 
body bur i- mangled and ftuck upon a pole by the vile rabble -atte nding the 
c<i* camp, was by them let up before the tomb of Patrobius* a 

Freedman of Nero, whom Galba 'had caufed to be executed. 
Here it was found the day foHowing, and laid witfi the remains 
His cha- of his body, which had been already burnt °. Such was the 
racier, end of Galba , after he had lived feventy-two years and twenty- 
three days, and reigned, from the time he declared again* Ntr^ 
nine months and thirteen days, but from that prince's death 
only feven months and as many days. He had pafled through 
the reigns of five emperors, much happier under the fovereignty 
of other princes, than in his own. He had but moderate talents, 
and was, according to Tacitus, rather free from vices, than en- 
dowed with many virtues. He had commanded with great re* 
putarion in the German wars, afterwards governed Africa* as 
proconftrl, with moderation and gentlenefs, and, in the fetter 
part of his life, ruled with the fame equity and juftice the 
Hither Spain. He would, to ufe the etfpreflion of our hifto- 
rian, in the opinion of all men, have pafled as one capable of 
the empire, had he never been emperor; not that his being ad- 
vanced to that high ftation caufed any alteration in him, hut 
becaufe he fuffered himfelf to be blindly governed and controul- 
ed by his freed men and minifters ; men who were continually 
proftituting the credit and character of their matter, to that 
own vile gains and wicked paffions. Had he been bleflbd wWi 
good counfellors, he would, in all probability, have proved an 
excellent prince. He was temperate, frugal, free from ambi- 
tion, an enemy to the infolencc of the foldiery, and wiftcd 
well to the commonwealth. But what availed his good quali- 
ties ? He himfelf robbed no man, but his fervants and mini* 
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fters fet no bounds to their rapines ; and he, who ought npt to 
have employed bad men, or at leaft ought to have reftrained 
and punifhed them, was blind to all their iniquities. As he 
never inquired into their behaviour, nor blamed it, they neve? 
mended it, nor feared him. The fad fate, which their cor- 
ruption and his own indolence brought upon him, is a fufficient 
warning to princes, either never to truft implicitly to the ad- 
vice and conduct of any minifters, or at leaft to be well allured, 
that they are fuch, if fuch are to be found, as may be impli- 
citly trufted. 

Otbo 9 now honoured by the fenate with the title of Ctsfar 
and Augujlus^ took upon him the confulftiip, having for his col* 
fcgue his brother Salvias Tit i anus ; but refigned the fafces osx 
the firft of March to Virginius Rufus* as his brother did tq 
Papp&us Vopifcus. The new emperor had Icarce taken poflef- 
fion of the fovereignty, when he was alarmed with difmal 
tidings concerning Vitellius ; tidings, which, before the murder 
cf Galba had been fupprefled, with a defign to have it believed, 
that only the army in Upper Germany, had revolted. Vitellius * 
as we have related above, had been by Galba preferred to the 
command of the legions in Lower Germany which he had en- 
tered about the beginning of December in the preceding year, 
and with great care vifited the winter-quarters of the legions 
there. To their ranks he reftored numbers who had been de- 
graded ; many he redeemed from ignominious punifliments ; 
and cancelled the marks of ignominy inflicted upon others. 
Having by this means gained the affections of the foldiery, Vitellius// 
hbius Valens* who commanded a legion under him and was excited to 
highly difgufted with Galba* who, he thought, had not re- take upon 
warded him according to his deferts, folicitcd his new general the fe~ 
to auume the fovereignty, magnifying to him the zeal and ar- vercig/ity 
dour of the foldiery, by whom he was no lefs beloved, than Valcns. 
Galba hated. By his fpeech Uitellius was, fays Tacitus* ex- 
cited to covet the fovereignty, rather than to hope for it. In 
Upper Germany* Mienus Carina* who commanded a legion 
there, had intirely captivated the affections of the fojdiers by 
his graceful perfon and engaging behaviour. He exercifed the 
office of quaeftor in the province of Spain called Bcctica* when 
Galba revolted, whom he immediately joined, and was thence 
him preferred to the command of a legion. But Galba, 
having Toon after discovered, that he had embezzled the public 
treafure, ordered him to be profecuted. Q#cina* referring 
wis, did all that lay in his power to ftir up the trobps to a «*■ $ n 
volt, hoping, by an univerfal confufion, to efcape the punim- .Germgny 
ment due to his crime. Neither in the army itfelf were there inclined to 

Wing feeds of tumult and difcord : for they had all to a man a revolt. 
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been engaged in the war againft Vindex ; nor could they be in- 
duced to acknowledge Galba, till after Nero was (lain. Hence 
a report was malicioufly raifed among them, and raftily believed, 
that the legions were to be decimated, and the centurions, for 
the moft part, cafhiered. The cities of Treves and Langres, 
which lay contiguous to the winter- quarters of the legions, 
and had been by Galba deprived of great part of their territo- 
ries, were more inflamed againft him than the legions them- 
felves; and therefore allured them by their deputies, that they 
were ripe for an infurre&ion, and ready to join them^asfoon 
as they declared againft Galba. On the firft of January, 
when the legions were, according to cuftom, to fwear allegi- 
ance to the emperor, they refufed the oath, tore the images of 
Galba, and declared, that they acknowledged no other fove- 
reign, but the fenate and people of Rome ; not one tribune or 
commander daring to exert himfelf in behalf of the emperor, 
or offering to harangue the multitude from a tribunal. It is true, 
Hordeonius Flaccus, commander in chief, was upon the fpot ; 
but had not courage enough either to reftrain fuch as were 
already rufhing into rebellion, or to recover fuch as were 
Only wavering, or even to rouze and animate thofe who ftill 
continued fteady and faithful to Galba. Four centurions, viz. 
Nonius Receptus, Donatus Valens, Romilius Marcellus, mi 
Calpurnius Repentinus, all belonging to the eighteenth legion, 
would have prote&ed the images of Galba, but were by the 
furious multitude feized and confined in chains. Further than 
this, none of them (hewed the leaft regard to their duty, or 
their former oaths: but it happened in this as in other infur- 
reaions ; whither the greater part led, the reft blindly followed. 
The following night, the eagle-bearer of the fourth legion 
haftening to Cologn, where Vitelllus then refided, acquainted 
him with what had paffed, and exhorted him to lay hold of the 
prefent opportunity. Hereupon? meflengers were by V tteihui 
forthwith difpatched to acquaint the troops under his command, 
that the army in Upper Germany had revolted from Galba j to 
that they muft either make war upon the revolters, or, if 
they preferred peace and tranquillity, join with them and 
create an emperor : at the fame time, he defired them to con- 
fidcr, that, with much lefs danger, they might ele£t a prince 
at once, than continue in fearch of one. The winter-quarters 
of the firft legion-lay neareft, and with it Fabxus Valens, wno 
entering Cologn the very next day, accompanied with the ca- 
trctJaimed o f hk ^&on * nd a body of auxiliaries, openly falutca 

tmperor. Vitelllus emperor, and led him in a kind of triumph through the 

principal' and moft frequented ftreets in the town. His cxamp* 
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was immediately followed, with great competition, by all the 
legions of the fame province. The army in Upper Germany no 
fooner heard, that Vitellius had been faluted emperor by the troops 
under his command, than, relinquishing the pJaufible names of 
the fenate and people of Rome, they acceded to the party of Vi- 
tellius. This happened on the third of January \ whence it is 
evident, fays Tacitus, that they had been no-ways attached to 
or concerned about the free Roman ftate the two days before. 
The zeal of the inhabitants of Cologn, "Treves , and Langres Tbexxaloj 
was equal to that of the legions; they all offered, with great ar- the people 
dour, fupplies of men, horfes, and money, each according to in his be- 
the meafure of his power and fufficiency. Neither was fuch li- half, 
berality confined to the leading men of thofe colonies; but the 
common people too fignalized their zeal for Vitellius* in fur ren- 
dering, inftead of money, of which they were deftitute, their 
girdles, the trappings of their horfes, the filver ornarnents upon 
their armour, bfc. not doubting, but they fhould, in due time, 
be amply rewarded for their feafonable generofity ; for, while 
Vitellius was giving away his own fortune and laviming in boun- 
ties that of others, without meafure or difcernment, they be- 
flowed, as Tacitus obferves, upon this extravagance the title of 
liberality and good -nature p. 

And now Vitellius , trufting to his ftrength and the zeal of He Begins 
the foldiery, began to acT: as fovereign, and difpofed of feveral t0 **<'rcify 
employments, which had hitherto been adminiftered by theim- tbe (°~ 
perial freedrnen, but were by him conferred upon Ro?nan knights- tueret g n 
At the fame time, to gain the affections of the foldiery, he or- P oeLVer ' 
dered the fees exacted from them by the centurions, for ex- 
emptions from duty, to be paid out of his own treafure as em- 
peror. He could not help humouring, in many inftances, the 
revengeful temper of the foldiers, demanding the execution of 
particulars: however, in fome inftances, he defeated it, under 
colour of committing the obnoxious perfons to prifon. Pom- Several 
peius Propinquus, governor of Belgic Gaul, who had acquainted per/am put 
Galba with the commotions begun in Germany, was immedi- todtathat, 
ately put to death; but Julius Burdo y commander of the naval therequeft 
forces in Germany, was, by Vitellius 7 s orders fecured in prifon, tf.ff* 
and afterwards difcharged, when the rage of the foldiery began J* ld *"J* 
to abate. They fufpefted, that he had firft inticed Fonteius Ca- 
pito, of whom we have fpoken above, to revolt, and then be- 
trayed him : hence againft him chiefly the fury of the army raged ; 
■J at Pit'Hiusj who had a particular value for him, faved him by 
receiving them ; and indeed there was no other means of pro- 
tecting and (hewing mercy. Cri/pinus, the centurion, by whom 
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Fdntrius Caflfo had beer* put to cteath, was publicly executed, 
ami with him Nonius ; Donatus^ Romi litis ^ and' Calpumius, the 
four centurions lately mentioned ; men condemned for adhering 
to their faith and duty; a crime ever thought rnoft heinous by 
fuch as have renounced both 

Upon the news of the revolt of the armies in Germany , Va^ 
leritts AJiatieus, governor of Belgie Gaul, declared for Vitel- 
lius: his example was followed by Junius Bltefus, governor <rf 
Gallia Lugdunenfis, or that part of Gaul which took its nama 
from the city of Lions , and by an Italian legion and a body of 
horfe quartered at Lions. The forces in Rhartia and thofe in 
Britain went likewife, without hefitation, over to his fide. VU 
ullius, now become, by the acceflion of fo many armies, 
mighty both in forces and treafure, appointed two generals to 
Orders his conduct the war, and to each afligned a different rout. To Fo* 
troops to bius Valens, he gave orders to crofs Gaul, and in his march eu- 
Tnarcb to deavour to gain ovei the natives to his party \ but if he could 
?taly. not prevail upon them to join, to over-run and pillage their 

country, and then make an irruption into Italy, by that part of 
the Alps which was called Cottian, and is now known by the 
name of mount Cenis. Carina was ordered to advance thither 
by a nearer way, and to pafs over the mountains called Pmni, 
now the Great St. Bernard. Valens had under his command the 
flower of the army of Lower Germany, to the number of forty 
thoufand righting men. From Upper Germany, Carina led thirty 
thoufand. Vitellius was to follow, with a numerous body of 
German troops, to fqpport the whole weight of the war, But 
while the foldiers were urgent for a&ion, and eager to begin 
their march, notwithftanding the rigour of the winter feafon, 
the general was paffing his time in voluptuous floth, in revels, 
and banquets. By the middle of the day, he was always intox- 
icated with wine, and fo gorged wkh feafting, that he was not 
capable of giving any directions. But fuch was the zeal and 
ardour of the foldiers, that of themfelves they fupplied all theo- 
ries of the leader, as effe&ually as if he had attended in peribfl, 
As foon as they were drawn out and armed, they demanded 
with eagernefs, that the ftgnal might be given for marching, 

*f be march ^ e arc tnat on ^ e vcrv ^ av tne arm y under the command 
cf Valens °^ ^^ ns began their march, an eagle, meafuring his motion by 
through tnat of the troops, glided gently along, and flew juft before 
Gaul. them, as if he (hewed them the way, without being frightened 

•with the joyful (bouts uttered by the foldiery, who thence con- 
cluded, that the entcrprife would prove fucccfsful. They ad- 
vanced with afiurancc to the territories of Treves^ as to thofe 
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of a friendly ftate. But at Di<vidurum t now Metz 9 tho* they 
were there received in a very friendly manner, they were feiged 
with a fudden panic, ran to their arms, and would have put tbje* 
inhabitants, all to a man, to the (word, without the leaft provo- 
cation, had not their general, with much ado, reftrained their 
fury, and by intreaties prevailed upon them to forbear purfuiqg 
the utter deftru&ion of the unoffending city. There we£e 
jlaughtered, however, not for the fake of pillage or fpoil, but 
from fury and madnefs, near four thoufand perfons. The reft 
of Gaul was fo alarmed with the news of this llaughter, that 
thenceforward, as the army approached any city, the inhabitants 
crowded out to meet them, accompanied with their magistrates 
in the attire of fuppliants, and readily fupplied them with all 
manner of provifions. In the capital of the Leucwns^ that is, in 
the city of 7W, Fabius received tidings of the murder of Galba* 
and that the fovereignty was devolved upon Qtho. This news 
did not affect the foldiers, for they were only intent upon war : 
as for the Gauls^ they bore equal hatred to Otho and Vitellius\ 
but as they were poflefled with dread of the latter, they declared 
for him. From Toul? the army advanced to Langres, a city in- 
tirely attached to the party of ViteUius y and were there kindly 
received. The inhabitants of Autun fupplied them out of fear 
(for they hated Vitellius) with money, arms, and provifions. 
What the city of Langres had done out of fear, that of Lions 
did through joy 5 for Galba had loaded them with taxes, de- 
prived them of part of their territories, and converted to his 
own exchequer the revenues of their ftate. As animofities had 
been long fubfifting between the people of Lions and thofe of 
Vinme^Valens, at the inftigation of the former, marched againft 
the latter, under pretence, that they had aided the eonfpiracy 
and attempts of Vindex y and had lateJv levied troops for the fup- 
port of Galba* But the people of Vitnne gained over Valens 
wich an immenfe Turn, and a donative to the foldiery of three 
hundred fefterces a man. They were commanded, however, 
to furrender the arms belonging to the ftate, and to fupply the 
foldiers with provifions. F rom thence, in a <flow progrefs, the 
army was led through the territories of the Allobrogcs and Vo- 
emit 1 the general, upon every march which he made, upon 
every fhifting of his camp, ftriking infamous bargains with the 
proprietors of the feveral lands, and the magiftrates of the feve- 
ral cities, for favour and exemptions. This he did with fuch 
open menaces, that he ordered Lucus y a municipal town of 
the Vocontili to be fet on fire, becaufe they flievvctl Tome reluct- 



ance to pay the fum he had required. Lucus was, in foi 
tunes, one of the chief cities of the Focontii, or Dwphbii ^ 
™ been long Gnce utterly deftroyed. Marching in this manner, 
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Hearrives Valens arrived at length at the Alps, Tacitus obferves, that he 
at the had been long lord idly poor, but by this march became fuddenly 
Alps- rich, and abandoned himfelf, as his appetites had been whetted 

by a long courfeof penury, to all manner of riot and excefles r . 
Csccina ® 1,1 tne otner band, C~i rina rioted in greater fpoil and more 
commie s blood. The Helvetians , not apprifed of the tragical end of 
great de- Galba, refufed to own the (bvereignty of Vitellius. Hereupon ; 
<vafiations Carina, who longed paflionately for a pretence to plunder their 
in the country, inftantly decamped, and entering their territories in a 
country of hoftile manner, ravaged their fields, facked their cities, and made 
the Hel- a dreadful havock of the unhappy inhabitants : many thoufands 
vetu. were cut off, and great numbers made prifoners, and fold for 

flaves , for the Helvetians ; once renowned for their valour and 
experience in war, were at this time only famous for the reputa- 
tion which they had formerly acquired : they were fierce and 
daring, fays our hiftorian, while danger was at a diftance, but 
ftruck with terror when it arrived- As the army, after having 
committed univerfal ravage and fpoil, was marching in orderor* 
battle to Aventicum, the metropolis of die country, deputies from 
thence were difpatched to offer a furrender of the city, which 
was accepted. Julius Alpinus, a leading man among the Hel- 
vetians, was, by Carina's orders, put to death ; the fate of the 
reft was referred to the judgment of Vitelline , who, moved with 
the tears and intreaties of Claudius Coffus, their deputy, a man 
of great eloquence and addrefs, granted to all pardon and fecu- 
rity *. While Carina was waiting in the country of the Helve- 
tians, till he had learnt the pleafure of Vitellius, and preparing at 
the fame time to pafs the Alps, he received joyful tidings from 
jifquadron ? ta h> tnat tne fq ,ja <lron of horfe named Syllana, and thenen- 
•fhorfe re- camped on the banks of the Po, had declared for Vitellius* They 
wits to had ferved under him in Africa, when he was proconful there; 
Vitellius, had been recalled from thence by Nero, in order to be fent for- 
esnd brings ward into Egypt \ and, upon the in fur reel ion of Vindex, detained 
wer feye- j n Italy. As the officers were unacquainted with Otho, and cn- 
ral cities to gaged by obligations to Vitellius, they eafily prevailed upon their 
the fame mcnj by magnifying to them the great ftrength of the approach- 
party. j n g | e gi ons an( j tr , e re nown of the German armies, to go over 

to the fame party, and fwear fealty to Vitellius. With thein- 
felves, as a prefent to their new prince, they brought into his 
intereft the ftrongeft municipal cities beyond the Po, viz, Mi- 
lan, Novara, Jurca,&\\>\ Vercelli* As fuch an extenfive country 
could not be guarded by a (ingle band of cavahy, Carina who had 
this information directly from themfelvcs difpatched thither forth- 
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with the feveral cohorts of Gauls* Lujitanians* and Britons , 
with a body of Gentian troops, and the (quad r on of horfe called 
Taurma. As for himfelf, he was fome time in fufpenfe, whe- 
ther it were not advifeable to bend his march over the moun- 
tains of Rhcetia towards Noricum y againft Petronius* governor 
of that province, who, having on all hands raifcd forces and 
broken down the bridges over the rivers, was fufpe&ed to adfc 
for Otbo. But fearing he might lofe the detachments already 
fent forward, and reflecting, where-ever the decifive battle was 
fought, Noricum would certainly prove one of the acquifitions 
following a general victory, he ordered his foldiers lightly armed Hepajfes 
to take their rout over the Apennine* and led himfelf the heavy the Alps, 
body of legionaries over the Alps* ftill covered with fnow *. 

The arrival of thefe troops in Italy filled Rome with con- Rome /a 
fternation. Not only the fenate and equeftrian order, who had great con- 
fomefhare in the adminiftration and fome concern for the pub- fernat ion. 
lie welfare, but even the populace, loudly complained, that 
two men, of all the moil infamous for effeminacy, profufion, 
and debauchery, were thus fatally chofen, as it were on pun- 
pofe to rend and deftroy the empire. They thought their vows 
for either would be alike deteiiable, their fupplications alike im- 
pious, fince fuch men they both were, that whofoever of the 
two proved the conqueror, would thence prove the worft. In Otho 
the mean time, Otho* tho* hitherto entirely abandoned to his Jlrives to 
pleafures, was not at this jun&ure lulled afleep by them; but, gain the 
fufpending his voluptuous (allies and artfully diflembling his paf- affeBions 
fion for luxury, conduced all things fuitably to the dignity of °f*bepeo- 
the empire. In order to gain the affections of the people, who P' e * 
fufpe&ed his virtues to be aflumed, and apprehended a return 
of his vices, he caufed Celfus Marius* conful eledfc, to be 
brought before him in the capitol. He had already refcued him, 
as we have related above, from the cruelty of the foldiers, un- 
der colour of committing him to prifon ; and now he aimed at 
obtaining the character of tendernefe and clemency, by mercy 
ihewn to a man fo illuftrious, fo beloved by the Roman people, 
and fo odious to all the partizans of Otbo's caufe. Celfus* when 
he appeared, confefled, without betraying the leaft fear, the 
imputed crime of having perfevered fteady in his allegiance to 
Oalba ; he even appealed to Otbo* whether he ought not to ap- 
prove fuch an example of fidelity. Otho commended his fteadi- He pardons 
nefi, an J, in a very obliging manner, defircd him rather to Celfus 
forget his confinement, than remember his releafe. Neither Marius. 
did he treat him as a criminal pardoned, but forthwith admitted 
amongft his moft intimate friends* and prefently after chofc 
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him one of his generals for conducting the war. The favingof 
Celfus caufed an univerfal joy amongft men of rank, was ap- 
plauded with loud acclamations to the populace, and was not 
HI received even by the foldiers, who now admired in him the 
fame virtue, againft which they had, in the height of their fury, 
been fo much incenfed u . The public joy for the deliverance of 
Celfus was greatly heightened by the doom of Tigellinus. He 
had been the chief author of all the enormities committed by 
Nero , whom he had afterwards betrayed and abandoned ; and 
was therefore abhorred by thofe who loved, and thofe who 
hated, Nero* While Galba reigned, he was protected, as we 
have related above, by the power and authority of Titus Vinius: 
hence the people were the more inflamed againft him, their old 
deteftation of Tigellinus concurring with their recent hatred to 
Vinius. From every quarter of the city they now flocked to 
the forum and the palace, and filled with their multitudes the 
circus and the feveral theatres, demanding, with bold feditious 
Tigellinus words, the execution of Tigellinus^ till at length the fatal in- 
u ordered junction to die was difpatched to him, then at the baths of S/« 
toput him- nue JT a% There, amidft a herd of harlots, after many paffionate 
!° embraces and unmanly delays, he at laft cut his throat with a 

death. J 
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Frequent While the forces of Vitellius were on their march to Italy, 
mejfengers Otbo 9 with frequent meflengers and private letters, ftrovetodi- 
and letters vert h; s competitor from engaging in a war, which might prove 
between f ata j to both. He offered him immenfe fums, and fuch a place 
Otho and q{ ret i rement as he himfelf fhould chufe to live in, agreeable to 
riteUius. his pro f u f e ijf e anc j ta ft e . naVj he engaged to take him for his 

partner in the empire, and to marry his daughter. With the 
fame or the like offers Vitellius tempted Otho \ fo that they foon 
proceeded to reproaches, upbraiding each other with their de- 
baucheries and profligate lives ; nor in this did either bring i 
falfe charge againft the other* Otho, having recalled the em- 
bafladors fent by Galba to the armies in Germany, difpatched 
others in their room in theplaufible name of the fenatej but the 
cmbafladors continued with Vitellius. As for the praetorian 
guards, who, by the appointment of Otbo 9 accompanied them, 
Vitellius obliged them to return back, without fuffering them 
to mix amongft his legionaries. At the fame time ValenstiW- 
mitted letters to the praetorian bands and city cohorts, in the 
name of the German army, exhorting them to abandon Om 
and embrace the fame intereft. He likewife upbraided them for 
transferring the fovereignty to Otho* when it had been fo h>ng 
before conferred upon Vitellius. But the German army con- 
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tinuing faithful to VitelUus, notwithftanding the great promifes 
of Otho, and the praetorian bands fteady in their allegiance to 
Oibo-y notwithftanding the offers of VitelUus, the two chiefs be- 
gan to employ fnares and minifters of death againft each other : 
allaflins were difpatched by Otho into Germany, and by VitelUus 
to Rome ; but the attempts on both fides were defeated *. 

The firft tidings from abroad that raifed Otho's hopes were Mo ft of the 
from Illyricum, whence he received advice, that the legions in pro minces 
Dalmatia, in Pannonia, and Mcefta, had declared for him, declare for 
and fworn allegiance. The army in Judesa was by Vefpajian Otho. 
fworn to Otho, as were the legions in Syria by Mucianus go- 
vernor of that province. Egypt too and all the provinces ex- 
tending to the eaft fubmitted to him. The like fubmiflion was 
paid him in Africa, in Spain, and in Nar 'bonne Gaul \ but the 
latter province foon acceded to the party of VitelUus , which 
was the neareft and ftrongeft. jfquitain like wife firft declared 
for Otho ; but foon after, from the fame motive, fwore fealty 
to VitelUus : for there was no true zeal, as Tacitus obferves, in 
the people for the caufe and intereft of either of the pretenders, 
and only by the opprellions of fear they were transported and 
changed from one fide to another. Otho, in the mean time, 
as if full peace had reigned, applied himfelf to the adminiftration 
of the empire : in the fenate he made many obliging and popu- He ftudies 
lar harangues ; upon fuch antient fenators as had already fuftained to gain 
the firft employments in the ftate, he conferred the pontifical their af- 
or augural dignities; feveral young noblemen, lately recalled feclion* 
from exile, he invefted with fuch facerdotal offices, as had been 
enjoyed by their fathers or anceftors. To Claudius Rufus 9 
Pedius Blasfus, and Sc&vinus Promptinus^ fenators degraded in 
the reigns oi Claudius and Nero 9 he reftored their former dignity. 
By the like benevolence he attempted to gain the affections of 
whole cities and provinces. He fupplied the colonies of Hifpa- 
lis and Enter it a with a frefh recruit of families, and made the 
whole people of the Lingons free of Rome. To the province of 
Batica he fubmitted all the cities of Mauritania ; and granted 
great privileges to the Cappadocians and Africans. But not 
forgetting, even while his fovereignty was at ftake, to-.honour 
the memory of his once favoured Poppa?a 9 he procured a der 
cree from the fenate for replacing her feveral ftatues, which had 
been thrown down after the death of Nero ; nay, he fuffered 
the ftatues of that prince to be reared in public places, and did 
not betray any diftafte, but rather fatisfa&ion, upon his being 
/Muted by the people in the theatre with the name of Nero Otho, 
fluvius Rufus 9 who wrote the hiftory of his own times, and 

* Idem, c. 73. Suet, in Oth. c. 8. Plut. ibid. 
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fucceedcd Galba in the government of Spain, tells us, that 
Otho, in his firft difpatches to the governors of the provinces, 
in his grants and letters, fubfcribed himfelf Nero Otho ; but be* 
ing apprifed, that this gave offence to the nobility, he omitted 
the former name y . 

While the minds of all men were intent upon the progrefi 
and ifllie of the civil war, the Roxolanians, a people of Sarmatia y 
having made an irruption into Mafia , to the number of nine 
thouland men, and cut off two cohorts, were unexpectedly at- 
tacked by the third legion, put to flight, and obliged to feekfor 
(helter in the marines, where, through the rigour of the winter, 
they all perifhed to a man. For this victory, Marcus Aponm y 
governor of Rome, was dxftinguiflied with a triumphal ftatue, 
as were Fukvius Aurellus, full anus Titus, and Numifius La- 
pus, commanders of the legions there, with the confular orna- 
ments. Great was Otho's joy on this occafion ; for to himfelf 
he affumed the glory, as if the fuccefs in war was owing to his 
aufpices *. 

At Rome, in the mean time, arofe, from an unforefeen ac- 
cident, a fedition, which well nigh involved the city in dc- 
ftruflion. Otho had ordered the feventh legion to be removed 
from Oftia, where it was quartered, to Rome, and committed 
the care of fupplying them with arms to Varius Crifpinus, a tri- 
bune of the praetorian guards. Crifpinus chufing, for the ex- 
ecution of his orders, the dofe of the evening, when the camp 
was compofed and the foldiers retired to their tents, directed the 
armoury to be thrown open, and the carriages belonging to the 
cohorts to be loaded. The latenefs of the hour gave no fmall 
jealoufy to the drunken foldiery. Some of the moft turbulent, 
and moft intoxicated with wine, began to cry out, That Crif- 
pinus was difaffe&ed to Otho ; that the fenate was arming againft 
the perfon and caufe of their emperor ; and that thofe arms 
were to be employed, not for him* as Crifpinus gave out, but 
againft him. This report being in a trice fpread over the whole 
camp, a general uproar enfued ; they all betook themfclves to 
their arms, and having cut in pieces Crifpinus, while he was 
endeavouring to reprefs their feditious fury, and with him fuch 
of the centurions as were remarkable for feverity of difcipline, 
they inftantly advanced with their drawn fwords to Rome, after 
to the imperial palace. Otho was then entertaining at a great 
banquet the chief lords and the women of the greateft diftinaion 
in the city. As they doubted whether the danger proceeded 
from the cafual rage of the foldiery, or the premeditated treachery 
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of the emperor, they were all feized with dread and terror, and 
not knowing whether they mould fly or ftay, they conftantly 
watched the countenance of Otho ; who, being alarmed at the 
danger threatening his guefts, among whom were eighty fena- 
tors, not only difpatched forthwith the captains of the guards 
to foften the rage of the fbldiers, but ordered the company to 
retire with all fpeed by private ways ; which they did according- 
ly, rambling in the dark here and there, few to their own 
home, moft to the houfes of their meaneft dependents, where f^eir rage 
fearch and purfuit were leaft apprehended. They were no and fury m 
fooner gone, than the fbldiers, breaking down the gates of the 
palace, forced their way into the banqueting room, and there, 
with one voice, demanded to have a fight of Otho, having in 
their paflage wounded Julius Martialts and Vitellius Saturni* 
nus, two officers, who ftrove to oppofe their tumultuous en- 
trance. On every hand arms were brandiftied, and terrible me- 
naces uttered, not only againfl the tribunes and centurions, but 
againft the whole body of the fenate ; for as they could affign 
no particular victim to their fury, they claimed a latitude for a 
general flaughter, as if the whole fenate had confpired againfl 
Otho ; till the emperor, rifing from his banqueting couch, by 
fupplications, intreaties, end even tears, to the difgrace of the 
imperial dignity, prevailed upon them, with great difficulty, 
to defift and return to their camp. The next day, the houfes 
in the city continued clofely (hut up ; fcarce a foul was to be 
feen in the ftreets ; and the foldiers, with down-caft looks, ^ ayp 
fhewed rather tokens of anger and rage, than remorfe; Their appeafed 
captains therefore, Licinius Proculus and Plotius Primus^ ha* with a. 
rangued them in companies apart, and endeavoured to appeafe large db- 
their fury ; but to no purpofe, till they diftributed among them native. 
a large fum, five thoufand fefterces a man. Then, and not 
before, Otho ventured to enter the camp, where the foldiers, 
returned at length to a fenfe of their duty, gathered round him, 
and, with a compofed behaviour, required of their own motion, 
that the authors of the infurre<aion mould be put to d.*ath. The 
emperor, afcending the tribunal, reprefented to them the enor- 
mity of their late conduct, inlarged on the refpec"* due to the 
fenate, and the ncceifity of maintaining military difcipline in the 
camp; but as he was well apprifed, that a fovereignty like his, 
acquired by flagrant iniquity, could never be preserved by re- 
viving the rigid virtue and difcipline of the antient Romans, he 
concluded, that of the late tranfgreffion but few were guilty, 
and that of thefe few two only could bear the punifhmcnt. His 
fpcech was favourably received, and two of the ringleaders in 
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leaft concern for them, though capital puni (lime nt was infli&cd 
upon them in the fight of their comrades and the whole army. 
The con- Thus was the fedition at length intirely quelled ; but neverthelefs 
ftcrnatian the city Mill continued in the utmoft confirmation, from the 
mf the city, apprehcnfion of a civil war, and the dread of being involved in 

the fame calamities, which had proved fatal to it in the time of 
Antony and Augujlus* They were, on one hand, under ne- 
ceffity of obliging Otho 9 and, on the other, afraid to difoblige 
Vitcftitts* who was fupported by a ftrong party, and might in 
the end get the better of his rival. The fold iers difper fed all 
over the city, crept into houfes in difguifed habits, as fpies, 
watching for matter of mifchief and deftruction againft fucii as 
were fignai for their nobility or wealth. Some too believed, 
that certain foldiers from the army of Vitellius were arrived at 
Rome* to found the affections of the Roman people. Hence 
all places were filled with fufpicion and diftruft; nay, men were 
not exempt from caution and fear in the moft fecret recefles of 
their own houfes. But, under the eye of the public, this fort 
of dread chiefly prevailed : there people ftudied with great care 
to frame their faces agreeable to the quality of the news that 
was faid to be brought, that they might not feem to betray any 
diffidence, when affairs bore an ambiguous afpeci, or be flow in 
rejoicing, when they appeared profperous. The fenators chiefly, 
when aflembled, were at a lofs how to preferve in all points a 
fafe and unexceptionable conduct. They dreaded the confe- 
quences that might attend their iffuing decrees againft ViteVms 
and, on the other hand, were afraid, that, by forbearing to 
ifluethem, they might roufe thejealoufy of Otbo. In this per- 
plexity, without publifhing any decrees, they contented them- 
felvcs with uttering invectives againft Vitellius, but fucli as, 
being common and vulgar, were not remarkable ; nay, even 
t.hefe the moft wary took care to utter under the din of a gene- 
ral clamour, and when many were fpcaking at once *. 
The gene- The general terror was greatly heightened by feveral prodfc 
ral alarm gies faid to have happened at this time. From the hands of the 
heightened the ftatue of Vi&ory triumphant* ftanding upon her chariot in 
hyftwral the porch of the capitol, the reins dropped, as if fhe were 
prodigies, grown too weak to hold them any longer. Out of Junoi 

chapel fuddenly arofe an apparition of a fize more than human. 
The ftatue of Julius Cafar, in an ifland in the Tiber, turned 
quite round from weft to eaft, upon a day utterly free from 
tempefls. In Hetruria an ox fpokc. Divers animals were W 
to have produced unnatural births. But the moft affe£tingomai 

of all was, a hafty and dreadful inundation of the Tiber, whole 
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waters fwelling to an imrnenfe height, overthrew the Sublician 
bridge, and, having their courfe obftru££ed by the heap of ruins, 
not only overflowed the adjacent quarters, but covered places 
which were reckoned fecure againft any fuch difafter. Many- 
were fvvept away in the ftreets, and many drowned in their 
/hops and beds. Amongft the populace a famine enfued, the 
corn and other provifions being in great part carried away by 
the river. As foon as the waters returned, Otho performed the 
folcmnity of luftration, and purified the city with facrifices. 
Then weighing carefully with his friends all the methods of con- Otho ^in- 
ducting the war, he refolved to fend a powerful force by feato p 0 Jhto 
invade Narbonne Gaul, fince the Apennine mountains, with take the 
thofe of the Cottian Alps, and all the other approaches to Gaul, fidd, 
were befet and fhut up by the armies of Vitellius* With this 
view he reinforced the navy and the marines with a detachment 
from the praetorian bands. The direction in chief of the expe- 
dition was committed to Antonius Novellus, to Suedius Clemens , 
both lately centurions of the firft rank, and to /Emilius Pacen- 
Jis a tribune, difmifled by Galba, and now by Otho re-effablifli- 
ed. Ofcus* one of the emperor's freedmen, was charged with 
the care of the fhips, and employed to infpecl: the fidelity and 
behaviour of the other officers. As for Otho himfelf, he refolv- 
ed to march againft Cescina and Valens, at the head of the pne- 
torian guards and the other troops, which were then quartered 
in the neighbourhood of Rome. Under him commanded, as 
his lieutenants, Suetonius Paulinus, MariusCelfus, and Annius 
Gallus, all men of known valour and experience, and capable 
of performing great feats, had not Otho placed his chief con- 
fidence in Licinius Proculus, captain of the praetorian guards, 
and fufFered himfelf to be governed by him, though quite un- 
experienced in war h . 

Otho , before he left Rome, ordered Cornelius Dolabclla to 
retire to Aquinum in Campania, where he was kept under clofc 
confinement for no crime of his, but only as obnoxious on ac- 
count of the antient luftre of his name and kindred to Galba. 
Then the emperor ordered many of the magiftrates, and a great Otho or- 
part of fuch as had been confuls, to prepare for the field, with ders the 
no defign of allowing them any fliare or charge in the war, but thief t fena- 
only under colour of accompanying him. Amongft thefe was tors f n & 
included Lucius, the brother of Vitellius, whom Otho did not "™Uity to 
diftinguifh with any new mark either of his favour or A\C- J* ik J> 
plcaliire. Vitellius had likewife left at Rome his mother, his *°Jf?f 
wire, and his children; and to thefe Otho, cither through fear 
or from an affeflxd moderation, ftuwed a tender regard, com- 
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mending them to the protection of his friends. Great was on 
this occafion the confternation of the city ; the chief fenators 
were difabled by age from bearing the toils of war ; the nobles 
were funk in floth, and through a long peace had quite forgot 
the military laws ; the Roman knights were unacquainted with 
the functions and duties of a camp. The more thefe degrees 
pf men ftrove to conceal their fear, the more apparently they 
difcovered it. Some, to difguife their want of courage, pur- 
chafed gay and glaring armour, with fine and ftately horfo ; 
others provided materials for riot and feafting, as fo many im- 
plements of war. The giddy and thoughtlefs multitude were 
puffed up with great hopes. Thofe who found their fortunes 
and credit defperate during peace, rejoiced in the public com- 
motions, promifing to themfelves in particular moft fecurity in 
the general diftra&ion ; but they all foon felt the heavy evils 
and preffures of war, the price of provifions being doubled, 
and the populace at once deprived of the ufual bounties of the 
prince, who with much-ado could find corn and money tofup- 

ply his numerous armies c . 

When all Otho*$ forces were ready to ta£e the field, he 
affembled on the fourteenth of March the fenate, and to their 
care recommended the commonwealth. In the next place he 
ordered the people to meet, and in a long fpeech to them boaft- 
ed, that his intereft and title were fupported by the majeftyof 
the city, and the joint confent of the people and fenate. 
Againft the partizans of Vitellius he fpoke with great gentlenefc 
and reftraint, taxing the German legions rather with ignorance, 
than with infolence and rebellion. Of Vitcllius himfelf he 
made no mention ; but whether from any moderation of ins 
own, or becaufe the perfon who compofed his fpeech, refrained 
from opprobrious and offenfive words, in due caution for him- 
felf, is uncertain; for as Otho 9 in all military deliberations, 
confulted Suetonius Paulinas and Marias Cel/us, fo in his i civil 
adminiftration he was believed to employ the talents of CM* 
rim Trachalus. Be that as it will, the emperor's fpeech was 
received by the populace with loud fhouts and many acclama- 
tions, each ftriving to furpafs the other in ftrains of flatted 
not from any affection to Otbo, but from a cuftom tranfmitw 
from reign to reign of flattering any emperor, whofoeyer ne 
were, with empty applaufrs and a hollow difplay of aea. 
Otho, upon his leaving Rome, committed to his brother 
vius Tttianus the charge of maintaining its tranquillity, ana o 
Art barn managing the other affairs of the empire. When he had dij 
Rome fettled matters in the city, in the beft manner he could, he* 
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laft fet out, at the head of the praetorian cohorts, of a chofen 
body of fuch of the praetorian bands, as ferved under the ftan- 
dard of veterans, and a vaft number of marines. He marched 
himfelf before the enfigns on foot, wearing a breaft- plate of 
iron, undrefffd, rough, and utterly unlike his picture drawn by 
common fame (! . 

Fortune feconded his firft attempts ; for his fleet, having Thefuceefs 
made a defcent in the province of the maritime Alps y defeated of his fleet 
the LiguriartSy whom Marius Maturus, who governed that in Nar- 
province in quality of procurator, had armed againft them, bonne 
plundered Albium Intemellum^ now Vintimiglia y and laid wafte Gaul, 
the whole country. On this occafion a woman having con- 
cealed her fon, the foldiers fufpedting, that with him fhe had 
in the fame place concealed her money, put her upon the rack; 
but could not, with all the torments which rage and cruelty 
ever devifed, prevail upon her to difcover the place where her 
fon lay concealed. Tacitus tells us, that pointing to her belly, 
(he replied he lay there, and could not, with all the tortures 
fucceflively tried, nor even with the agonies of death, be 
brought to return them any other anfwer. In the mean time, 
news being fent in great hurry and alarm to Fablus Valens, that 
Otbo's fleet was upon the coaft of Nar bonne Gaul, he fent 
thither two cohorts of Tungrtans, four troops of horfe, and the 
whole fquadron of Trevertans, under the command of yuiius 
Clajjicus. To thefe was joined a cohort of Ligurians y and five 
hundred Pannonians. They no fooner arrived, than they were 
attacked by Otbo's men, who had already landed. The en- 
gement lafted till night, and was renewed the next dav, when 
iteltius's forces were at length put to flight with great (laugh- 
ter. However, as the victory to Otbo's men proved very 
bloody, they retired to Jlbtngaunum, a municipal city in Ligu- 
ria y and there continued without making any further attempts 
upon Narbonne Gaul. At the fame time, Decirnus Pacarius* 
governor of Corftca^ having declared for Fitellius, was flain by 
the inhabitants, who brought his head to Otbo c . 

In Italy % the whole country, which extends from the Po to n 
the /%, was held by the troops of VitelVius^ for the fquadron l™™*** 
of horfe, named Syllana, had brought over with them feveral t b e p 0 an( j 
cities to his party, as we have related above ; and the cohorts, the Alps 
which Co- etna had fent thither before him, were already arrived, fubtnitt t* 
To them therefore feveral cities fubmitted, not from any affec- Viiellius. 
tion to Vitelliusy or that they preferred his caufe to the caufe of 
Otho ; but by long peace and eafe they were quite dcbafed, 
ready for any bondage, and the eafy acquifition of the firft 
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comer. At Cremona Vitellius's men furprifed and took prifon- 
ers a cohort of Pannonians ; and between Placentia and Ttcu 
num intercepted a hundred horfe and a thouland marines. Ani- 
mated with this fuccefs, they pafled the Po over-againft P/<j- 
ccntia, and furpriiing certain fcouts, filled the reft with fuch 
dread, that to Placentia they carried tidings, that Carina ap- 
proached with his whole army. Veftrius Spurinna, who com- 
manded in that city for Otba, and had with him five cohorts of 
the praetorian guards, a thoufand veterans, and a few horfe, 
though he was certain that Carina was not yet come, deter- 
mined to confine his own men within the fortifications ; but 
they, headftrong, unmanageable, and unacquainted with mat- 
ters of war, fnatching up the enfigns and ftandards, (allied out 
tumultuoufly, turning againft their own commander, while he 
ilrove to reft rain them, the points of their weapons, and giving 
out with fierce clamours, that a plot was intended, and Cacina 
ti eacheroufly called in ; fo that Spurinna was obliged to approve 
their refblution, fince it was not in his power to prevent it. 
With them therefore he marched out of Placentia, and arriv- 
ing, when night already approached, within fight of the ft, 
reprefented to them the necefflty of pitching and fortifying their 
camp againft any fudden attack. This toil, which was utterly 
new to men inured to the gaieties of the city, cooled their 
courage at once; all over the camp dutiful and fiibmiffive 
language was heard \ they applauded with one voice the pru- 
dent care of their commander, who, for the feat of the war, 
had chofen a colony fo ftrong and opulent ; and, fubrnitting to 
orders, fuffered themfelves te be led back the fame night to Pla* 
centia, where the walls were forthwith ftrengthened, new but 
warks added, towers raifed, &c. f In the mean time, Cacina, 
having pafled the Alps? entered Italy, and, after attempting in 
vain, by many fecret conferences, and mighty promifes, to 
corrupt and debauch Otbo's forces, refolved to lay ficge to ik* 
centia ; and accordingly incamped before the place. The firfl 
day pafled in mutual reproaches, Carina's men marching up to 
the walls, and upbraiding Spurinna' s upon the ramparts, as 
players, dancers, idle fpe&ators of Pythian and Olympic games, 
men corrupted by the licentious amufements of the theatre and 
circus, who triumphed in the murdering of Galba^ a naked 
and difarmed old man, but were not very forward to face an 
Is farced to armed enemy in the field. Thefe reproaches fo inflamed them, 
raife tbt that the next day, when Carina ordered a general aflault, they 
Ji'ge* behaved with incredible bravery, made a dreadful (laughter of 

his men, and obliged them to retreat in the utmoft confufion* 
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In this conflict, the amphitheatre of Placentia 9 which flood 
without the walls, and was the moft ftately and capacious 
building in Italy* was burnt down. This defeat brought great 
difgrace upon Vitellius's party; and Carina, afhamed of his 

difappointment, immediately repafled the Po, and bent his 
march towards Cremona, which had fubmitted to Vitelliuu 
Upon his march, Turullius Cerealis revolted to him with a 
great number of marines, and Julius Briganticus with a few 
horfe : the latter a Batav'tan by nation, and commander of a 
fquadron of horfe; the other a centurion of the firft rank, who 
having ferved in that character amongft the forces in Germany, 
was thence well affefted to Carina e. About the fame time, 
Martins Macer, who commanded under Otbo a body of two 
thoufand gladiators, having imbarqued them upon the Po 9 
landed unexpectedly on the oppofite fhore, where he furprifed Vitellius'x 
and defeated the auxiliary troops which belonged to the auxiliaries 
forces of ViteUius, cut many of them to pieces, and obliged defeated, 
the reft to fly for refuge to Cremona. Macer reftrained his men 
from purfuingthem, left the fugitives, ftrengthened by frefh 
fuccours from the city, might have changed the fortune of the 
combat. From this reftraint great diftruft arofe amongft the 
fufpicious foldiers of Otho, the moft cowardly urging criminal 
imputations againft their leaders, and putting a malevolent con- 
ftru&ion upon all their proceedings. Carina, greatly con- 
cerned to fee all his enterprifes abortive, and fearing left Fafr 
bius Valens, who was now approaching, mould rob him of the 
whole glory of the war, hurried with more impatience than 
circumspection to retrieve his honour. At a place about twelve 
miles from Cremona, named Cajlores, he fecretly conveyed the 
flower of his auxiliaries into the woods, which lay j uft above 
the great road 5 the horfe he commanded to march farther on, 
and, after having engaged the enemy, to betake themfelves to a 
voluntary flight, and continue it, till the auxiliaries lying in the 
woods had an opportunity of riling at once out of their ambufh 
and falling upon the enemy. But this ftratagem being betrayed 
by fome deferters to Otho's generals, Paulinus and Celfus, they 
craftily drew Carina's forces into the fame fnare; for Paulinus 
taking the command of the foot, and Celfus that of the horfe, 
they placed three cohorts in clofe ranks in the high-road, and on 
cither fide of it concealed among the woods the firft legion, the 
thirteenth, fix cohorts of auxiliaries, and a thoufand horfe. 
The three cohorts in the high-road were immediately attacked 
by Carina's horfe, who, after having ftood their ground a 
wftk, turned their backs and fled. But Celfus, who was aware 

* Idem, c, 20 — 23. PLUT.inOtlv 
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of the artifice, with-held his men from purfuing them ; and in 
the mean time, the forces, which Cacina had concealed in the 
woods, rofe out of their ambufh. Then C el/us , pretending 
fear, retired infenfibly before them, till they found themfelves 
furrounded on all fides ; for on both their flanks they were at- 
tacked by the cohorts and the legions, and the horfe, fuddenly 
CzEcina'j wheeling about, fell upon them in the rear. Tacitus tells us, 
forces de- that Carcina's whole army had been cut ofF, if the legions under 
/gated. the command of Paulinus had come up with more expedition; 

but that general moved too flowly, and with more caution than 
was neceflary, or indeed confiftent with the rules of war. Our 
hiftorian charges him with two material overfights on this occa- 
fion : the firft was, that, inftead of founding the charge and 
fupporting his cavalry, by falling brifldy upon Ctecina^ he fpent 
his time in filling the ditches and clearing the grounds, that he 
might extend his front, thinking it too early to begin to con- 
quer, till he had provided againft being conquered. By this de- 
lay leifure was given to the enemy to (helter themfelves amongft 
the vineyards ; whence they renewed the charge, and killed the 
moft refolute and forward of the praetorian horfe. The fecomj 
was his not taking advantage of the diforder the enemy were 
in, both in the field of battle and in the camp, but caufinga 
retreat to be founded very unfeafonably. But Paulinus was, 
as our hiftorian informs us, a man by nature wary and flow* 
better pleafed with deliberate counfels fupported by reafon, 
Paulinus than with victory refulting from chance. The foldierycom- 
ofjd Celfus plained loudly of his conduct, and prevailed upon Otho to re- 
-rcmo<ved move him together with Qelfus, and to place in their room his 

brother Titianus and Proculus captain of the praetorian guards. 
Tittanus therefore was fent for, and to him was committed the 
rule and direction of the war, though Proculus bore in all deli- 
berations the greater fway. The two degraded generals were 
kept in the camp, rather as counfellors than commanders ; for 
Otho entertained a mighty opinion of their experience andabili- 
in war h . 



In the mean time, Fabius Valens arrived with the troops un- 
der his command at Ticinum y where, while he was fortifying 
Ivs camp,' news was brought of the late unfuccefsful battle. 
Hereupon his troops accufing him of treachery, as if he had, bjr 
feigned delays, detained them from aflifting at the engagement, 
turned away, without waiting for their general's orders, to join 
y.rcchia* Upon the conjunction of the forces of Valens with 
thufe of C<ccina> the officers of Viteliius were for coming; to a 
deciiive battle. Otbo> on the other hand, advancing to a village 

■ 

t T/\cit. c. 20 — 24.. Plut. ibicj. 
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between Cremona and Verona, called Bebriacwn, had recourfc 
to a confultation, whether it were advifeable to protract the war, 
or rifk the fortune of a battle. Upon this occafion Suetonius Paulinus 
Paulinus, the mofr. experienced commander of his age, de- h againjl 
clared, that it was his opinion, that hafte and prefent action "*g*&i*g 
were advantageous to the enemy; but to Otho procraftination the enemy* 
and delay, fince die in tire army of ft tell jus was arrived, and in 
want of many neceflliries, which obliged them to offer battle, 
as the fpeedieft way of fupplying their prefent want. On the 
contrary, Otho's army was abundantly provided: Italy, thefe- 
nate, and the people of Rome were intirely at his devotion, and 
ready to fupply him, not only with provifions, but with treafure, 
more prevalent than the fword in all civil diflenfions. More- 
over, feveral provinces had revolted from Vitellius; whereas all 
the countries, which had at firft declared for Otho, continued in- 
violably attached to him. In his front lay the river Po ; his ci- 
ties were fecure in the ftrength of men and walls; and that none 
of them would yield to the attacks of the enemy, was evident 
from the brave defence of Placentia. He added, that were 
fhe war protracted till the fummer, the Germans, of all the 
enemy's forces, the moft formidable, would never endure fo 
great a change of country and climate, but infenfibly moulder 
away, and utterly vanifh with all their terrors. He concluded, 
that as the legions of Pannonia, Dalmatian and Moefta were 
upon their march and would arrive in a few days, the empe- 
ror might then refume the prefent deliberation ; and if it were 
judged advifeable to engage, he might bring into the field a far 
greater ftrength. With the counfel of Paulinus, Marius Celfus 
concurred ; and Annius Gallus, who was abfent, being ill of 
the hurt which he had received a few days before from his horfe 
falling with him, declared to thofe who werefent to learn his ad- 
vice, that he entertained the fame fentiments, and would have 
the emperor by all means to wait, at leaft till the legions from 
Pannonia, Dalmatian arid Mcefia had joined him. But Otho, Otho 
Titianus his brother, and Proculus, were bent upon engaging. fol<ves to 
The two latter-, hurried by raflmeis and want of experience, venture a 
were always averring, that fortune, and the gods, and the deity battle* 
of Qtbo attended upon his counfels, and would undoubtedly 
profper his enterprifes: to fuch grofs flattery had they betaken 
themfelvcs, that no one might dare to thwart their opinion, 
which in the end prevailed. Many reafons are alledged by the 
antitntsfor this ftrange determination: fome writers tell us, that 
the praetorian guards, difliking the ftricT: difcipline they were then 
under, and longing for the diverfions and gaieties of the city, 
{!rew refractory, and demanded to be led againft the enemy, 
not doubting, but they ihould carry al) before them. Others 

write, 
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write, that, from an averfion to both princes, the armies had 
deliberated about dropping their enmity, and agreeing among 
themfelves to fet up a proper emperor, or to refer the choice to 
the fenate ; and that hence Otbo's generals had declared for de- 
lays and procraftination ; Paulinus particularly, who confidered, 
himfelf as the moft antient confular, as one famous in war, and 
one who, by his exploits in Britain^ had gained a great name. 
There were, no doubt, in both armies a few, in whofe breafls 
cordial wiihes were entertained for public tranquillity, infteadof 
civil diflenfion, and for a prince worthy and innocent, in the 
room of two, of all men the worft, and infamous for every 
kind of iniquity. But Paulinus y as Tacitus judicioufly obferves, 
was too wife a man to Imagine, thai in an age abandoned to 
corruption, the common herd, who, from a paffion for war; 
had promoted civil difcords and violated the public peace, would, 
for the fake of peace, extinguifh a fire of their own kindling 
and relinquifh the war; or that two armies, fo different in man- 
ners and language, could ever be brought to agree upon a point 
of fuch importance. Befides, the generals and leaders in both 
armies, being deeply involved in debt, prefled with indigence, 
and for the moft part guilty of enormous crimes, would have 
taken care to make choice of fuch an emperor, as was moft 
like themfelves, and fhould be obliged to them for his election 1 . 

When an engagement was refolved upon, it was debated 
next in the council, whether the emperor mould be prefent in 
the action, or remove elfewhere. Titianus and Proculus^- 
vifed him to retire to Brixellum, now Berfello, where, fecure 
from the uncertain accidents of battles, he mould refer ve him- 
felf, they faid, for the-direftion of the whole and the great ends 
of sovereignty. Paulinus and Celfus, that they might not feem 
to advife expofing the perfon of the prince to perils, dared not 
Cuho re- oppofc his departure. This advice, which Otho readily em- 
tires to braced, was attended with two bad confequences ; for he con- 
Brixellum. fiderably weakened the army, by taking with him a numerous 

detachment of the beft troops to guard him ; and befides, the 
forces remaining loft all courage, fince they fufpe&ed the fidelity 
of their leaders. In the mean time, the band of gladiators, 
who ferved under Otho, being attacked and defeated by a de- 
tachment of Germans, Macer, who commanded the former, 
was by the whole army required to flaughter ; nay, they W 
already wounded him with a lance and were falling upon him 
with their drawn fwords, when, by the fudden inter pofitionoi 
the tribunes and centurions, he was refcucd. However, Otbh 
being obliged to remove him, fent Flavins Sabinus, brother » 

[ l Tacit, c. 38. 
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Vefpafian, to take the charge of the forces that had been under 
his command, to the great joy of the foldiers, pleafed with the 
change of leaders, while the leaders abhorred the charge of a 
folJiery fo licentious and unruly. After the departure of Otho The whole 
to Brixellum^ the name and honour of the generalfhip re- power de- 
mained with his brother Titianus, but the whole authority with wived 
Proculus, As for Celfus and Paulinus^ they were on no occa- U P°* ^ ro " 
fion conful ted, but only bore the empty title of commanders, cuius * 
and thence ferved as cloaks for the faults and miftakes of others. 
The tribunes and centurions were under the greateft concern, 
to fee men of fuperior worth and capacity thus neglected, while 
the very worft men bore fway. But the common foldiers, 
who fufpecled their fidelity, were chearful and elated, thought 
rather difpofed to canvafs and interpret, than to obey and ex- 
ecute, the orders of their commanders. The two armies were 
encamped on the banks of the Pa, whence Ot hoi's forces moved 
their quarters, and retired within four miles of Bebriacum* 
which is by Tacitus ^ as we have hinted above, placed between 
Cremona and Verona ^ but by Sanfon between Cremona and Man- 
tua^ upon the river Oglio 9 where the prefent city of Canets 
fbnds. Their march was fo unfkilfully conducted, that in it 
they were extremely diilreffed for want of water, though it 
was then the fpring of the year, about the thirteenth of April* 
and there were rivers on all hands. Proculus was for continuing 
the march the next day, with a defign to attack the enemy, en- 
camped about fixteen miles off, at the confluence of the Adda 
and the Po. This refolution was utterly difapproved by Celfus 
and Paullnus, who declared againft expo^ng the army, fa- 
tigued with marching 3nd loaded with baggage, to the enemy, 
who, being themfelves light and unincumbered, and having 
moved fcarce four miles, would never lofe the advantage of at- 
tacking them, either as they marched with their ranks broken, 
or afterwards while they were fortifying their camp. This 
point was ftill under debate, when a Numldlan, difpatched by 
Otho Upon a fwift horfe, arrived with letters to the generals, 
wherein the emperor, having firft reproached them in a very 
hitter Grain, with want of fpirit and refolution, commanded 
them peremptorily to engage without lofs of time. Such or- Otho or- 
ders as thefe, lent by princes who areata diftance, prove com- dersthtm 
mortiy rnof} fatal. Of this we have innumerable inftances ; t0 en S a S e 
and the rcafon is very obvious: it is impoflible for a man, who ™ l *bout 
's not upon the fpot, to make a right choice of the ground, 
the opportunity, and favourable moment for engaging. This 
|s as much as can be expected from the moft able commanders, 
u-ho arc upon ths fpot. Upon the receipt of the emperor's 

letters, 



ft 
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letters, Xlelfui mLPaulinus dropped all oppofttiori, and the army 
immediately decamped k . 

The fame day, two tribunes of the prsetorian guards came 
to Carina 9 as he. was intent upon building a bridge cfofs the 
Po y and defired. a conference. He was already fetting himfelf 
to receive their overtures, when the fcouts, i# great bafte, ap- 
prifed him, that the enemy was at hand. The difcourfe with" 
the tribunes being thus interrupted, it remained uncertain, whe- 
ther they intended to betray their own party, to contrive a plot 
againft the enemy, or had fome defign truly worthy and honeft;. 
Ccscina^ having difmiffed the tribunes, immediately quitted Fii* 
poft upon the river, and haftened to the camp, where he found 
the fignal of battle already given by Valens^ and the foldiers uri- 
n§ battle der arms. While Valens was drawing up his legions, hisca- 
of Bebria- valry fallied forth by themfelves, but were by a party of QtBfs 
cum. forces, much inferior in number, repulfed, and forced to. fly 

for fhelter to their ramparts; whence the Italic legion^ with 
their drawn fwords, drove them back to the encounter. The 
legions of Vhelltus were ranged in order of battle, without the 
leaft confternation or alarm ; for though the enemy approached* 
they were prevented from feeing them by a thick coppice. In 
the army of Otho an univerfal confufion prevailed ; the generals 
diftrufted the foldiery, and the foldiery were incenfed againft 
their generals. The carriages and retainers to the camp were 
mixt and crowded amongft the ranks; from a deep ditch on each 
hand, the way was too ftreight even for an army marching, 
where no danger from an enemy was to be apprehended. No or- 
der was obferved, fome thrufting themfelves into die front, fome 
retiring to the rear, as each found himfelf prompted by braverjr- 
or by fear. Befides, a groundlefs report was fpread among the 
foremoft ranks of Otbo's army, that the forces of Vitellius had 
revolted from him and would join them. Upon this report, 
they accofted the enemy with the falutation of friends; but the 
others returned the compliment with a hoftile and threatening 
murmur, which not only difheartcned them, but gave occafion 
to the reft, who were unapprifed of the caufe of fuch greeting* 
to apprehend that they were betrayed. At the fame time, the 
enemy attacked them with great vigour ; and Otbo's men, tho 
fewer in number and fatigued, fuftained the charge with great re- 
futation and intrepidity. As the place was em bar rafted 
trees, hedges, and vineyards, they fought with fmall regularity, 
bearing down one upon another, body to body, buckler to 
buckle r, with fwords and axes, after a dreudful manner, each 
man exerting 1 its might, as if the event of the whole war dc- 

* Idem, c. 39, 40. 
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pended upon his valour- In the open plain, between the Pa 
and the high way, two legions chanced to encounter ; the one- 
and- twentieth belonging to P'itellius^ and named Rapax ; and 
the firft on Others fide, intitled sfdjutrix. The former was fa- 
mous for feats of valour ; the latter till then had never been led 
into the field, but was fierce, reiolute, and eager of acquiring 
renown- They engaged with incredible fury, rejecting the 
ufe of darts, and clohng refolutely with fwords and axes. After 
a long and bloody conteft, the foldiers of the firft having routed 
the foremoft ranks of the one- and -twentieth, carried off their 
eagle; 3. difgrace which fo enraged this legion, that they re* 
' turned to the charge, flew Orpbidius Benignus y commander of 
the firft, and took feveral ftandards. In another quarter, the 
• thirteenth legion, which fought for Oiho, was defeated by the 
fifth, Jlphenus Varius^ at the head of the Bat avians^ having 
utterly routed the body of Otbo's gladiators, attacked his army 
in flank; which ftruck the przetorian bands with fuch dread, that 
they betook themfelves to a precipitous fl ight, putting into dif- OthoV*r- 
order fuch of their own men, as ftill kept their ranks and faced my routed. 
the enemy. Thus the whole army, no longer able to ftand 
their ground, retired in the utmofl: confufion, bending their 
coorfe towards Bebriacum. As the ways were obftru&ed by 
*the bodies of the ilain, (for above forty thouiand fell on both 
fides) the enemy made a dreadful (laughter of the fugitives, it 
being of no advantage to take prifoners, who in civil wars were 
not converted into fale and gain. Suetonius and Protulus took 
different routs, both fhunning that to the camp, out of an ap- 
prenfion of the fbldiery, who had already charged their com- 
manders with the lois of the battle. Vedius Aquila y commander 
•of the thirteenth legion, having with more courage than difcre- 
tion entered the camp, while it was yet broad day, was charged 
by the troops that had remained there, and by thofe who were 
returned from the battle, as a traitor to his caufe, and abufed in 
a moft outrageous manner ; not that he had really committed 
any crime; but fuch is thecuftom of the croud, for every man 
to caft upon others his own guilt and difgrace. Titianus and 
Celfus durft not venture into the camp till night, when the 
guards were already pofted, and the tumult of the foldiery re- 
prefled. The viftorious army of Pitellius purfued the fugitives 
within five miles of Bebriacum, where they halted, not think- 
ing it fafe to attempt forcing the enemy's camp the fame day ; 
and befides, they entertained hopes of a voluntary furrendcr. 
Otbo's forces feemed difpofed to make a vigorous defence, boaft- 
Jflg, that they had been overcome by afts of treachery, and by 
no fuperior bravery of the enemy. But the officers, and Titia- 
nus himfclf, in a council which they held the day following, 
Vol. XIV. J> p agreed 
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Tbofe who agreed to fend deputies to Ctecina and V 2 lens to treat of a fur- 
fed to the render. Their propofals were accepted, and, upon the return 
campjur- c f t h e deputies, the gates of the camp were thrown open, 
render. Then both armies meeting, the conquerors, as well as the 

conquered, burft into tears, and, at once pleafed and grieved, 
uttered their deteftations of the fad lot of civil wars. Affembling . 
now without diftin<£hon in the fame tents, they drefled with 
great tendernefs one another's wounds ; fome thofe of their bro- 
thers, fome thofe of their friends. There were fcarce any fo 
exempt from affliction, as not to have fome dead friend to be- 
wail. The bodies of Orpkidius and other officers of diftindtion 
were fought for and buried with the ufual folemnity. In the 
end, they all fubmitted to Vitellius, and to him took the oath 
of allegiance 

Otho 9 in the mean time, waited at Brixcllum for an account 
of the battle. The ftrft rumours were melancholy, but uncer- 
tain, till the fugitives brought a certain account of the utter de- 
feat. The firft who arrived with the difmal tidings was a com- 
mon foldier, who being taxed with falfhood and cowardice by 
fome perfons about the emperor, to convince them of the truth 
of his account, and to fhew that he had not fled for want of cou- 
rage, fell upon his fword at Otbo's feet; who, admiring his re- 
folution and fidelity, cried out, No more fuch zuortby and gal- 
lant men /ball on my [core be brought into danger* This Sueto* 
nius the hiftorian tells us he learnt of his father Suetonius Lenity 
who, in the battle of Bebriacum, commanded in quality of tri- 
bune the thirteenth legion, which fought for Otbo m . The bat- 
tle was no- ways decifive; for Otbo had ftill with him many brave 
troops inviolably attached to his caufe and intereft ; his forces 
beyond the Po ftill remained intire ; there were numerous gari- 
fons in Bebrlaeum and Placentia j and the legions from Mcefia, 
Dalmatian and Pannonia were advancing ; nay, the Afiaixc, 
Syrian, and Egyptian, legions were already near the Adriatic. 
Othobe- But neverthelefs, he was no fooner informed of the defeat of 
trays a de- hj g ^ rm y 9 than he manifeftly betrayed a fixed purpofe of facrifi- 

wiolettt c * n S ^ s ^ e to t ' ie P u kl* c tranquility. The foldiers, apprifed of 

band" on *" a defign, did all that lay in their power to fupport him under 

himfclf. ms concern. They prcfled him to take courage, fince thew 

The zeal remained frefh forces, declaring, without flattery or deceit, 

efbisfoj- that they were ready for his fake to expofe them felves to the 

dierson greateft dangers, and fuffer all extremities. Thofe who flood at 

this occa- a diftance fignified their zeal and ardour by ftretching out their 

fan* hands; fuch as were neareft fell at his knees, kifled his hand, 

and with many tears intreated him to ftand by them, and to 

1 Tacit, c, ^i, 45. Plut. ibid. m Suet, in Oth. l0 - 
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accept of that duty and fidelity which could never expire, but 
with their laft breath. But above all, the intrepidity and fide- 
lity of an obfeure and private foldier difplayed itfelf on this occa- 
fton ; but finding the emperor flood altogether unfhaken and 
fixt in his purpofe, he drew his fword; and addrefling himfelf to 
Qtho 5 From this, Caefrr, faid he, judge of our fidelity ; for 
there is not a man among (I us, but would Jlrike thus to feme you ! 
Having thus fpoken, he turned his fword againft himfelf, and 
fell at the emperor's feet. Plautius Firmus, captain of his 
guards, by repeated inftances, befought him not to abandon an 
army fo faithful and zealous j foldiers fo fingularly affectionate 
and loyal. In bearing calamities, faid he, more greatnefs of 
fpirit is fhewn, than in flying from them. To fupport them- 
felves with hope, even in fpite of fortune, was ever the part of 
the magnanimous and brave, as it was that of the timorous and 
fpiritlefs, to be drawn headlong by cowardice into utter defpair. 
As during thefe expreflions Otbo happened to look chearfu! or 
penfive, there followed fhouts of joy or difmal groans. Nor 
was this zeal confined to the praetorian guards, who were in- 
violably attached to the perfon of Otbo ; but thofe who had been 
fent before the reft out of Ma?fia^ and were now arrived, de- 
dared, that in the approaching army the fame fteadinefs pre- 
vailed, *and that the legions had already reached Aquikia* 
Hence 'it is evident, that the war might have been renewed, 
and that its iflue, notwithftanding the late overthrow, was al- 
together uncertain. But neither by perfuafions and intreaties, 
nor by all the apparent probability of fuccefs, could Otbo be 
prevailed upon to continue the war, or be diverted from the 
refolution he had taken; a refolution which no one expected 
from a perfon of his foft and effeminate temper. Having com- 
manded filence, he fpoke to them after this manner : This day, His fine 
my fellow- foldiers, which gives me fuch fenfible proofs of your fpeech be 
affeflion and loyalty, is far preferable to that on which you fa- fore he 
luted me emperor. I therefore befeech you not to deny me the ^ /6 ' J « 
fatisfa&ion of laying down my life for the prefervation of fo 
many brave men. To expofe wantonly to frefli perils fuch 
virtue and fo much fortitude, is a price, which I judge too high 
for the redeeming of my own life. I am well apprifed, that the 
enemy has neither gained an intire nor a decifive victory: I have 
advice, that the Maeftan army is not far off ; that the legions from 
jfidy Syria, and Egypt are near the Adriatic; that the forces in 
Judaa have declared for usj the fenate favours our caufe; we 




we t Italy mult bleed, whether I vanquifh or am vanquished ; 
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and even he who triumphs will have occafion to mourn. Shall 
I ever bear, that fuch a number of Roman youth, that fo many 
noble armies be cut off, and ravi£hed for ever from the com- 
mon-wealth \ With me let me carry this fatisfa&ion, that for 
my caufe you were all ready to die; but be content to furvive 
me. Vitellius began the civil war^ and thence fprung the fource- 
of our ftruggling for the empire by arms. To me will be owing 
the example of ftruggling for it no more than once. By this 
rule let pofterity judge of Otho. Vitellius {hall again poflefs in 
fafety his brother, his children, and his wife. Others have held 
the Sovereignty longer ; in a manner more glorious none ever yet 
relinquifhcd it. Aflure yourfelves, it is my free choice to die 
rather than to reign, fince I cannot fo much advance the Ha- 
inan ftate by war and bloodflied, as by facrificing myfelf to the 
public peace and tranquility. Nothing but my death can feai 
a lafting peace, and fecure Italy againft fuch another unhappy 
day. But let us no longer retard one another: let not me delay 
your care of your own prefervation, nor you me in the purfuit 
of a defign never to be fhaken or changed. To multiply words 
about the fubje£r. of dying, is the part of a daftardly fpirit. How 
much I am undaunted in this my purpofe, I defire you to take 
this fignal proof, that I complain of no man ; fince to be blam- 
ing the gods or men, upon the approach of death, implies a 
mean and indirect defire of living n . 

After this difcourfe, he defired thofe who attended him to 
leave him, and fubmit without delay to Vitellius, The young 
men he preffed with authority, the old by intreaties, addreffing 
himfelf to all with great courtefy, in a language fuitable to their 
His calm y ears or dignity. At the fame time he rebuked, as ill-judged and 
behaviour, unreafonable, the tears and lamentations of his friends, with a 

countenance calm and compofed, and a fpeech flowing and af- 
lured. To fuch as were about to depart, he ordered boats and 
carriages to be given. To thofe who were abfent, he fent 
paflports, forbidding any one to flop them in their journey. All 
fuch memorials and letters, as were fignal for exprefiions of zeal 
towards him, or for invectives againft Vitellius, he committed 
to the flames. What money and jewels he had, he diftributed 
amongft his friends. His brother's fon, Salvius Coccianus,onc 
juft in the bloom of his youth, who was bewailing him with a 
flood of tears, he endeavoured to comfort with tender expref- 
fions, bidding him be in no apprehenfion of Vitellius, who, he 
faid, could not, for his whole family preferved in fafety, refute 
a return of mercy in this finglc inftance. The clemency of the 
conqueror, continued he, I have purchafed by thus haftening 

n Tacit, c. 46, 47. Plut. ibid. Dio. 1. ton v. p* 732, 733- 
Suit. c. q. 



Chap. 18. The Roman Hijtory^ 301 

to die, fince prefled by no defperate diflrefe, but at a jun&ure 
when fo many brave men were demanding to be led to battle, 
I have, for the fake of the common-wealth, forborne making 
a laft effort. To myfelf I have acquired fufficient fame; to my 
pofterity fufficient luftre. Into a houfe newly raifed, I have 
tranflated the fovcreign ty, after the fame had been veiled in fo 
jHuftrio us families, nanuly, the yulian, the Claud r i 'an , and the 
Servian: but that Carfar has been your uncle, you muft nei- 
ther forget, nor too zealoufly remember. After this, he caufed 
all thofe who were about him to retire; and withdrawing into a 
private room, he wrote confolatory letters to his fitter, and to 
Mcffalina ,who had been formerly married to Afrr<?, and whom he 
himfelf had defigned tomarry, recommending to her his memory 
and afties. WhiJe he was thus exercifing his thoughts about 
his laft moments, a fudden tumult interrupted him; for notice 
was brought him of an uproar among the foldiers, who threat- 
ened with prefent death all who were about to depart, as trai- 
tors and deferters. Againft Vergbiius chiefly they were enraged, 
and had already befieged his houfe, which for his fecurity he 
had fhut up. Hereupon Otho, appearing again, reprimanded 
the authors of the infurredtion, gave audience to fuch as were 
departing, and continued thus employed till they were all gone 
in perfect fafety. He then withdrew again to his chamber,, 
which he left open till the night was far fpent, allowing free en- 
trance to all who were defirous to fee him. ' After this, having 
quenched his thirft with a draught of cold water, he called for 
two daggers ; and having carefully examined the points of both, 
he placed the fharpeft under his pillow. He next refolved to 
be fully a flu red that his friends were all gone; which he no 
fooner under/rood, than he lay down, paffing the night in per- 
fect repofe, and, as is affirmed, not without flecp. At break His death. 
of day he took the dagger, and gave himfelf a mortal flab on 
the left fide of the breaft. Upon hearing him groan, his freed- 
men entered and his flaves, with Plotius Fi'rmus, captain of his 
guards, and found no more than one wound. His death was no Is lamented 
fooner divulged, than the whole place refounded with' the h tbefol- 
mournful cries of the foldiers, accufing themfelvcs, with the & cr y* 
deepeft concern, for not watching him more carefully, and 
giving to favc a life, which was laid down to preferve theirs. 
His funeral was difpatched with great expedition, (for fuch had His obfe-_ 
been his own defire) to prevent his head being cut off and ex- 
pofed to public derifion. The praetorian cohorts bore hiscorpfe, 
magnificently attired, often kiffing his wound, and his hand, 
mul even paying him divine honours. At his funeral pile fome 
of the foldiers flew themfelvcs; and others who were at 
nwiacum, Placwt/a, and in other quarters, underfhinding 

the 
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the manner of his death, were fo deeply and fenfibly affec~led 
that they flew one another, not caring to outlive a prince, 
whom they fo tenderly loved. To him they raifed a tomb of 
a mean ftruclure, and thence like to remain, with this epitaph 
only, To the memory cf Marcus Otho ; which they thought the 
belt fccurity againft any infults from the conqueror °. Such 
was the end of Otho, in the thirty- feventh year of his age, 
after having reigned, according to fome three months, accord- 
ing to others three months and five days. He derived his ori- 
ginal from the municipal city of Tarentinwn in Hetruria. His 
father had fuftained the dignity of conful ; his grandfather that 
of pnetor. His mother's line was not of equal lulrre ; but far 
JHtj cha- f rom fordid. He fpent his tender years in idlenefs, in fcanda- 
ratUr. lous debaucheries his youth, and grew acceptable to Nero, 

purely by imitating his profligate life. To him therefore, as to 
the chief confident of his impure pleafures, Nero committed 
the care of his beloved miftrefs Poppcea Sabina, till he could 
accomplifh the removal of O&av'ia his wife ; but foon fufpecV 
ing him for a rival, he fent him into Lufitania ; where thead 7 
miniftration of that province Turnifhed a pretence for keeping 
him from Rome. In Lufttania he governed with gentlenefsand 
popularity, was the foremoft to efpoufe the caufe of Galba, and 
promoted it with vigor. Thence he conceived hopes of being 
by him adopted and declared his fucceflbr ; but finding himfelf 
disappointed , and feeing nothing but defpair in the quiet and 
eftablifhment of the ftate, (for he lived in a courfe of riot and 
expence, which even to the fortune of a fovereign would have 
proved burdenfome) he revolted from Galba, and feized the 
empire in the manner we have related, His death was much 
applauded, as his life was cenfured j for though he. had lived 
Jike Nero, yet he left this character behind him, that no one 
ever died more glorioufly p : and indeed nothing can be more 
glorious in a man, than to facrifice his life for the good of his 
cpuntry. 

After the death of Otho, the foldiers began anew to mu- 
tiny ; nor was there any one to reftrain them. They applied 
to Vcrginius, prcfling him, with many intreatics and menaces, 
to accept the fovereignty, or at leaft to go as their embafiador 
to Ca:ci?ia and Fa lens. Already they were breaking into hit 
houfe, when he, by a back way, ftole out and efcaped them. 
O t ] lo ^ But Rubrius Gattus, a pel fon of great note, immediately under- 
troops fuh- took the embafly to Vitellius's commanders, and obtained par- 
tnit to Vi- don for all the troops that lay at Brixcllum ; and at the fame 
tellius. 

° Tacit, c: 49. Sur.T. c. 11. Plvt. ibid. p Tacit. 
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time Flavius Sablnus prevailed upon the forces under his com- 
mand to go over to the conqueror ; fo that war had now 
every- where ceafed, and peace was at once re-eftablifhed. 
Manv fenators had accompanied Otbo from Rome, and had 
been afterwards by him left with a fmall body of troops at Mu- 
tina. The fenators found themfelves expofed there to great 
danger ; for news being brought thither of the defeat, the fol- 
diers flighted it as a report void of truth ; and fufpecling the 
feiiate to be difafFecled to Otho, they watched the words of 
particulars, and wrefted even their countenances and behaviour 
to a malignant fenfe. At laft they proceeded to infult them 
with inve&ives, and fcemed only to want a pretence of putting 
them all to the fword. On the other hand, they were afraid 
of being deemed difafFc&ed to Vitellias, whofe brother was 
among them, if they fcemed flow and cool in their rejoicings 
for the victory. They refolved therefore to return as far aa 
Bononla, and wait there for other advices more certain and 
copious. They ported men upon the feveral roads leading to 
the city, purpofely to examine fuch as pafled. By thefe one of 
Otbo's freedmen being queftioned, why he had left his lord ? 
anfwered, That he had about him his lord's laft will and com- 
mands ; that he had left him indeed alive, but fixed in his pur- 
pofe of dying, and of facriflcing his life to the public tranquil- 
lity. Hereupon they immediately declared for ViteUlus, whofe 
brother now prefented himfelf to be flattered, as did all the 
fenators to flatter him ; when on a fudden one Camus, a freed- 
man of Nero's, arriving, affirmed, that by the arrival of the 
foutteenth legion, in conjunction with the forces from Brixc/- 
////;/, the army, which had lately conquered, was infirely rout- 
ed, and the fortune of the other party retrieved and changed. 
What prompted him to fuch forgery was, that Otbo's warrants 
for port horfes, which were now neglected, might by fuch 
tidings be reftorcd to force: and truly Caenus was by this means 
with great fpeed carried to Rome-, but there, a few days after, 
put to death by VitcUius\ orders. The fiction, however, was 
believed by the foldiers, who began anew to threaten the fena- 
tors for having departed from Mutlna, and declared for Vitel- 
lius ; infomuch, that they were obliged to conceal themfelves, 
not daring, for fear of the incenfed foldiery, to appear abroad, 
till letters from Fabius Valens, a/Turing them of Otbo's death, 
removed their fright 

Rome was, in the mean time, free from all terror and alarm ; 
the interludes, facrcd to Ceres, which yearly began on th<* 
twelfth, and ended on the nineteenth, of s/pri/ y were cele- 
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brating, when news was brought into the theatre, that Otho 
had, by a voluntary death, put an end to his life. Hereupon 
the fpe&ators with loud fhouts applauded the name of the new 
emperor, uttering againft Otho the fame inveaives which a 
little before they had uttered againft Vitellius^ The troops in 
the city immediately fwore allegiance to Vitellius. The people 
carried the images of Galba round the temples, crowned with 
laurels and adorned with flowers, and piled up heaps of coro- 
nets, after the manner of a fepulchre, clofe by the lake of 
Cwtiusy where Galba had been flain. In the fen ate the many 
honours given to former princes at intervals, and during a long 
courfe of reigning, were at once decreed to Vitellius. On the 
German armtes high commendations were beftowed, and an 
embafly fent to return them public thanks, and congratulate 
them upon their late vi&ory. The letters add re (Ted by Fabius 
Valens to the confuls Verginius Rufus and Poppaus Vopifcus, of 
whom the firft was abfenr, were publicly read, and found to be 
conceived in terms no- ways arrogant; but more applauded was 
the modefty of Carina, who had not fent any, it being deemed 
alTumincr i n anv but the emperor to write to the fenate and 
mngiftrates r . "In the mean time, Italy was afflicted with greater 
calamities than me had fufTercd during the war. The foldiers 
of Vitellius, diftributed amongft the cities and municipal towns, 
committed moft dreadful devaluations, without fparing even the 
temples. Some, in the difguife of foldiers, killed their parti- 
cular enemies ; and the foldiers themfelves, as they were well 
acquainted with the country, marking out the ncheft inhabit- 
ants, plundered their houfes and farms, putting all to fire and 
fword without mercy, if any refiftance was offered. Their 
generals durft not reftrain them, being themfelves equally guilty 
and awed by their men. Of the two Carina was lefs addicted 
to avarice, but courted the favour of the foldiery. Valens was 
himfelf infamous for pillage and rapine, and thence blind to the 
excefles of others. Thus, by fo mighty a force of foot and 
horfe, byfuch a£b of violence, fo many depredations and m- 
fults, was Italy quite exhaufted, and many of the molt wealtiiy 

inhabitants reduced to beggary 3 . f 
Vitellius , in the mean time, not yet appnfed of theluccciso 
his own arms, having left Hordeonius Flaccus with a fufficien 
force to guard the banks of the Rhine, was marching towards 
Italy with the refuluc of the German army, reinforced w n 
eight thoufand men drawn from Britain, and frefli levies ha ti V 
made amongft the Gauls. After a few days march he receded 
the agreeable news of the victory at Bcbruuum and the tiuw 
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of Otbo. Hereupon, tranfported with joy, he aflernbled his 
men, and from, the tribunal acquainted them with the intelli- 
gence he had received, beftowing mighty praifes upon the 
bravery of his victorious troops. The army, not yielding in 
the bafe arts of flattery to the fenate, made him at this jun&ure 
a general requeft, that he would raife his favourite freedman 
JJiaticus to the equeftrian dignity. The emperor, with feem- 
ing indignation, rejected their demand; but what in the face of 
the public he had refufed, he foon after privately conferred at 
a banquet, honouring Jjiaticus, a moft infamous and rapacious 
flave, with the gold ring, the badge of knighthood. This pro- 
ceeding was not a little refented by the foldiery. As he was Both the 
marching through Gaul, other mefiengers came with tidings, Maurira- 
that to his party had acceded both the Mauritanias, viz. the nias fub- 
Ttngitana and Cxfarienfts \ Lucius dlbinus, who, in quality of mit 10 fjim * 
procurator, governed there and had declared for Otbo, being 
killed by the Moors, upon a report, that Albinus, fcorning the 
tide of procurator, intended to ufurp the enfigns of majefty and 
the royal name of Juba. With him were flain AJinius Pollio % 
who commanded a body of horfe, Fejlus and Scipio, both cap- 
tains of cohorts, and feveral other officers of diftin£Hon. Into 
thele tranfacttons Vitellius made no inquiry, nor took any no- 
tice of the murder of fo many great men, a hafty hearing being 
all he afforded to any affair, however important. His army he 
commanded to purfue their march by land ; he himfelf failed 
down the Saone, without the luftre and appointment of an em- 
peror, till Junius B/afas, governor of Lyonefe Gaul, a man 
of great generofity and proportionable wealth, furnifhed him 
with a princely train, and accompanied him with great ftate 
and magnificence. But this very behaviour provoked Vitellius 
againft him, though he then difguifed his averfion under many 
courteous expreflions. At Lyons he was met by the generals of 
both parties, the conquerors and the conquered. Valens and 
Carina he commended in public, and placed them on each fide 
his chair of ftate. Soon after he ordered the whole army to 
march out and meet his fon, yet an infant, who was brought 
covered with an imperial coat of armour. His father, taking 
him thus drefled in his arms, beftowed upon him the furname 
of Gcrmani ctts and all the marks of fovereignty. He freely 
forgave Sahius Titianus, Otho's brother, the inftincT: and ten- 
dernefs of nature, which had prompted him to efpoufe his bro- 
ther's caufc, and his own want of abilities, pleading for him. 
Of Mar i us Celfus we are only told, that Vitellius referved for How he 
him the confulmip, to which he had been formerly defigned, treated the 
and which he was to dtfeharge in the month of July, He long ^nerah <tf 
poftponed admitting Suetonius Paulinus and Licinius Proculus, Otho. 
Vol. XIV, Qq keeping 
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keeping them in fufpenfe like criminals. At length he heard 
them, when they both made a defence rather neceffary than 
honourable 5 nay, altogether unworthy of a man of Paulina ft 
character ; for upon themfelves they freely took the fhame of 
treafon, afcribing to a fraud concerted between them the long 
march before the battle, the great fatigue of Otbo's foldiers, the 
intermixing the carriages among the troops, when drawn up in 
battle-array, &c. Vitellius gave credit to the confeffion of 
their treachery, and forgave them the crime of fidelity, with 
which they were charged. Galerius Tracbalus, who compofed 
Otbo's fpeeches, was faved by Gahria, the wife of Vitellius. 
But all the centurions, who had fignalized their faith and bravery 
in the caufe of Otbo 9 were by the new emperor's orders put to 
the fword ; which eftranged from him the minds of the fol- 
diery, efpecially of the Illyrian legions. However, he fufFered 
the laft wills of fuch as died fighting for Otho to continue in 
Sends five- force, and the law in behalf of thofe who died inteftate. Be- 
ral edicts fore him he fent an edi& to Rome, to fignify, that he deferred re- 
to Rome, ceiving the name of Augujlus, and would not at all accept that 

of Ctefeir. By anotiier he ordered the aftrologers to depart 
Italy by the kalends of O&ober ; which was no fooner publtfh- 
ed, than a libel was hung up in the fame ftyle, ordering, in 
the name of the aftrologers, Vitellius Germanicus to quit the 
world by the fame day; which fo incenfed him againft all thofe 
of that profeflion, that no fooner was any of them detected, 
than he caufed them, without further inquiry, to be forthwith 
executed. By a third edi6t he injoined, under a heavy penalty, 
that thenceforth no Roman knight fhould debafe himfelf to 
fight amongft the gladiators or with the wild beafts ; a practice 
which had been greatly encouraged by former emperors. Be- 
fore Vitellius left Lyons, he difpatched orders to Rome for the 
execution of Dolabclla, who had been confined by Otbo, as 
we have related above, to the city of Jquinum, and, upon 
tidings of the death of that prince, was returned to Rome. 
Dolabella The crimes alledged againft him were, that he had broke out of 

prifon, and, prefenting himfelf as a new leader to the vanquiih- 
ed party, had attempted to corrupt the cohort quartered at 
Ojlia. Thefe crimes were urged againft him before Flavtus 
Sabi?7us 9 governor of the city, by Plant ius Varus, a man of 
prretorian dignity and one of Dclabclla's intimate friends. The 
charge of treafon could not be proved ; but neverthelefs / itch 
litis, who dreaded a man of his birth and abilities, and likcwifc 
hated him on account of his having married Pctronia, his di- 
vorced wife, refolvcd by all means to get rid of one, whom he 
looked upon as a competitor. Having therefore fent for hm* 
from Rome, and directed him in the letter he wrote to ninii 
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not to take the Flaminian road, but to come round by Inter- 
amna, now Term, he placed aflaiftns there, with orders pri- 
vately to difpatch him ; but they, without waiting till he ar- And ma f- 
rived at the place appointed, cut his throat in an inn upon the f acred by 
way, while he was not under the leaft apprehenfion of danger c . VitelliusV 
This inftance of cruelty railed great murmurs both among the or ^'' 
people and nobility, and upon the new reign derived univerfal 
hatred and abhorrence. 

From Lyons Vltellius removed to Vienne 9 where he publicly 
adminiflered juftice and thence continued his rout to Italy. As ViteUius' 
he was a man of a moft voracious appetite, which "Tacitus ftyles gluttony. 
quite beaftly and boundlefs, and greatly addicted to banqueting* 

from Rome and Italy were brought him dainties of all forts and 
every incentive to gluttony, the roads from both feas being con- 
tinually filled with carriers loaded with viands for the emperor's 
table. The chief men of the municipal cities, through which 
he paffed, were quite beggared by their magnificent feafts, that 
being the only means of making their court to the new prince. 
The foldiers, following the example of their leader, rioted in 
ail manner of excefles, plundering and laying wafte, without 
controul, the cities, villages, and farms, contiguous to the road. 
The emperor was overtaken on his rout by Marcus Cluvius 
Rufusy governor of Spain, who came to clear himfelf of the 
crimes with which he was charged by Hilar ius, the emperor's 
freedman, who urged, that, upon advice of the conteft be- 
tween Oth 0 and Vitellius, Cluvius had attempted to eftablifh an 
independent principality, and to appropriate to himfelf both the 
provinces of Spain. But, the charge appearing ground lefs, Vi- ** er * m 
tdlius ordered his freedman to be puntfhed, and took Cluvius Q^ af . 
into the number of his chief favourites, commanding him to at- R u f us "/ 
tend him, without depriving him of the government of Spain f f Citvour . 
which he ftill adminiftered, though abfent. The like honour 
was not {hewn to Trebellius Maxi?nus, who had fled out of 
Britain, frightened by the menaces of the foldiers there. In 
his room was fent Vcttius Bolanus, then attending at court. Vi- 
tdlius arriving in Italy, found the country filled with troops, 
thofeof his own army and the army of Ot/jo 9 difperfed amongft 
the villages and municipal towns, and mixed together ; which 
occafioned continual quarrels and innumerable diforders ; for 
the vanquiflied legions continued ftillin their former difaffecYion, 
and breathed nothing but war. The emperor therefore refolvcd 
to feparatc them, and deliver Italy from fo heavy a burden. 
The fourteenth legion was accordingly remanded back to Z?r7- 
to, from whence they had been by Nero called over. With 
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them were fent the Bat avian cohorts, who had fought for Vi- 
tellius; whereas the legion had efpoufed the caufe of Othoy and 
hence a fource of perpetual quarrels. At Turin efpecially a tra- 
gical battle had enfued, while a Batavian infulted an artificer, 
as having defrauded him, and a foldier of the legion protected 
the artificer, as his hoft, had not two prsetorian cohorts quar- 
tered there, by efpoufing the party of the legionaries, intimi- 
dated the Bat avians as the weaker. The emperor, when in- 
formed of their difagreement, ordered the Batavians, as men 
in whom he could confide, to be incorporated with his own 
army, and the legion to be led forthwith over the Alps, bend- 
ing their rout fo as to avoid Vienne ; which city was thought to 
be difaffe&ed to Vitelllus. But not with {landing this order, thev 
no fooner defcended from the Alps, than they turned their eh- 
figns to Vienne i and were marching thither, till fuch as were 
prone to mutiny were by the better-difpofed prevailed upon to 
march back, in compliance with the emperor's orders, and pur- 
fue their rout to the coaft of the ocean, whence they were 
transported in a body to Britain. In the next place, the pra- 
torian cohorts were firft feparated, and then difcharged ; but 
fweetened with the rewards which were beftowed upon fuch as 
had fully ferved their term of warfare. The firft legion of ma- 
rines was fent into Spain, to be there tamed with tranquillity 
and repofe. The feventh and eleventh were fent back to their 
old quarters in Dahnatia and Pannonia . The thirteenth was 
kept in Italy, and there employed in erefting two amphitheatres, 
iince Ccscina and Valens were preparing each a public combat 
of gladiators, the former at Cremona the other at Bononia. 
Thus Vitelline parted and difperfed, without the leaft noife or 
difturbance, the difaffecEted troops which had ferved under Otho\ 
but had not authority enough to reftrain the licentioufnefs of 
his own army. As the officers, and even the common foldi- 
ers, ufually adopt the manners of their emperors, about Vttd- 
lius was feen only univerfal diforder, univerfal drunkennefs, and 
all things rather refcmbling nocturnal revellings and the de- 
bauches of Bacchanals, than a Roman army and military dis- 
cipline. In this fituation a tumult arofe, which derived its be- 
ginning from matter of paftime, but was not quelled without 
much bloodflied. Two foldiers, one of the fifth legion the 
other from amongft the auxiliary Gauls, having, while they 
fported together, provoked each other to wreftJe, the legionary 
was thrown down, and the Gaul triumphed over him urith 
great fcorn. This immediately divided thofe, who had af- 
fembled only as beholders, into two parties ; infomuch, that 
the foldiers of the legions, falling with fury upon the auxiliaries, 
put two cohorts to the fword. But this tumult was in the end 
\ . compoicd 
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compofed by another ; for duft and the luftre of arms being 
difcerned at a diftance, a general cry ran in an inftant through 
the whole army, that the fourteenth legion had returned, and 
was approaching with hoftile m»nds ; for they were known to 
be difafFtr&ed to Vitellius. Hereupon they 'ill joined to oppofe 
the common enemy. But their fear was foon allayed ; for it 
proved the rear of their own army. However, as they chanced, 
in the mean time, to meet a flave belonging to V ?rgimus 9 they 
charged him as one employed to aflaflinate Vitellius; and ru£h- 
ing into the banqueting room, infilled, that Verginius fhould be 
put to death. Tho' Vitellius entertained not the leaft doubt 
about the innocence of Verginius , yet it was with the utmoft 
difficulty that he prevailed upon the enraged foldiery, to forbear 
fhedding the blood of one, who had borne the fupreme dignity 
of conful, and been once their own general u . 

The next day, Vitellius gave audience to the embafladors 
from the fenate, whom he had ordered to wait for him at T/Vz- 
nwrij now Pavia ; then he entered the camp of the victorious 
army, where he was received with loud fhouts and joyful ac- 
clamations. After he had commended the zeal and bravery of 
the conquering legions, and promifed them their ufual rewards, jj e 
he fent back to their own country the eighteen Batavian co- bands fc- 
horts, which had attended him in his journey, having found by <vcral 
experience, that they were altogether ungovernable and too trcops. 
prone to mutiny. He likewife difmiffed to their feveral territo- 
ries all the auxiliary Gauls 9 who had been levied in the begin- 
ning of the war. At the fame time, that the revenues of the 
empire, already cxhaufted, might be able to fupply his wild ex- 
travagancies, he ordered the number of men in the legions and 
auxiliaries to be retrenched, put a ftop to further levies, and 
granted difcharges to all who required them ; which, to thofe 
who continued in the fervice, proved matter of great difguft, 
fince upon them, now reduced to a few, reftcd all the military 
(luties before (bared amongft many. From Ticinum the empe- 
ror bent his rout to Cremona * where he beheld the public fports, 
exhibited with extraordinary magnificence by Carina. While 
he was there, lie conceived a delire of viewing the field at Be- 
briacum % and furveying the fecne of the recent victory. As 
the battle had been fought not quite forty days before, the field Hefurveys 
was ftill covered with bodies all rent and deformed, with torn thejidj of 
and mangled limbs, carcafes of horfes and men putrified, and 
the ground dyed with corruption and gore 5 aJl the trees felled, 
the corn trod down, and the whole a fhocking fcenc of cruelty, 
daughter, and deftru£tion. The emperor, how-vcr, perfiftsd 
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in his rcfolution, and with a great retinue fet out for Bcbria* 
cum 5 the people of Cremona ftrewing the road with flowers and 
laurel, rearing altars, and facrificing victims, even where the 
gfcaftly remains of their flaughtercd countrymen were flill to bm 
feen. Cwcina and Valens accompanied him, and pointed out 
the feveral quarters of the combat: Here the legions began the 
onfet; here the horfe in a body ruffled upon the enemy's fqua- 
drons; from thence the auxiliaries fell upon the rear; in this 
place the one-and-twentieth legion engaged and routed the firft; 
in that the thirteenth was put to flight by the fifth, £sV. The 
tribunes and commanders of the feveral legions recounted and 
heightened, by boafts and invention, their own feats of bra- 
very. The common foldiers too, turning afide from the road 
to review the field, from (pace to fpace, called to mind the fe- 
veral conflicts paffed, fome with fhouts of joy, but many not 
without concern, and even tears, in beholding the bodies of the 
flain, mingled in heaps with the carcafes of horfes and other 
beafts of burden. As for Vitellius^ he turned not once his eyes 
from a fpectacle fo tragical, nor fhewed he the leaft horror at 
the fight of fo many thoufand Roman citizens flain and unbu- 
ried; nay, he even teftified joy, and offered a pompous facri- 
AJingular ^ ce to the tutelar gods of the place w . Suetonius writes, that 
inftance of fome of his train being offended with the ftench of the half-pu- 
the cruelty trifled bodies, the emperor was fo imprudent as to tell them, 
of Vitel- A dead enemy fmells ivell 9 but a dead citizen better ; evidently 
litis. betraying, by that impious faying, his natural bent to cruelty 

and bloodfhed. The fame writer adds, tfiat afterwards calling 
for a large quantity of wine, he firft drank plentifully himfelf, 
and then caufed the reft to be diftributed amongft his foldiers x . 
From Bebriacum, Vitellius purfued his rout to Bononia\ and 
the nearer he advanced to that place, his march proved the more 
loofe and debauched. Amongft his military bands were blended 
bands of comedians and herds of eunuchs, agreeable to the 
genius in Nero's reign: for of him Vitellius always fpoke with 
admiration and praife. At Bononia he alfifted at the combat 
of gladiators exhibited by Valens * which was extremely pom* 
pous and magnificent, all the decorations of the entertainment 
having been brought from Rome. Before he fct out from 
thence, that he might to Valens and Care in a procure fome va- 
cant months for cxercifing the confulfhip, he abridged the term 
appointed for others, and Valerius Marinus^ defigncd conful by 
Galba, he poflponed to a farther time, for no offence given, 
but becaufe Valerius was a man apt to acquicfee under any in- 
jury. As he was on his march from Boncnia^ he received lei- 
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ters from his friends in Syria and yud&a 9 informing him, that 
the provinces in the eaft had taken the oath of fidelity to hirfl. 
As he dreaded Vefpafian^ and upon the very mention of his ? iS *£ m * 
name was frequently obferved to ftart, he no fooner received f/^/^r 
thefe tidings, than both he and his army, having now no rival f ff /p 0/ / a ^ 
power to fear, abandoned themfelves to all the excefles of ra . va g Cm 
cruelty, luft, and rapine. In all the great towns through 
which he palled, every pleafure, and every diverfion, proved 
a bait to flop him. He entered the cities in a kind of triumph, 
and ftirred not upon the rivers but in his painted galleys, curi- 
oufly adorned with garlands of flowers, and plentifully ftored 
with the moft exquifite delicacies and incentives to gluttony- 
He was accompanied by threefcore thoufand armed men, a 
greater number of retainers to the camp, and an immenfe mul- 
titude of buffoons, mimics, players, fingers, charioteers, &c. 
for in fuch difgraceful familiarities he took great pleafure. A- 
mong thefe there was no order or difcipline ; nay, their ra- 
pines and daily diforders, however infupportable, proved to the 
emperor matter of fport and diverfion. Hence, not fatisfied 
with free quarters where-ever they came, they infranchifed 
flaves, plundered the houfes of their hofts, infulted their wives 
and children, and, where any refiftance was offered, beat, 
wounded, and killed at their pleafure j for though they were 
conftantly quarrelling among themfelves, yet, in conteft with 
the peafants, they were always unanimous. Not only the co- 
lonies, villages, and municipal cities were confumed by fur- 
nifhing fuch vaft fupplies of provifion j but as the grain was 
then ripe, the lands were ftript and laid wafte. As the em- 
peror drew near Rome, the croud, great in itfelf, was migh- 
tily increafed by the arrival of the fenators and Roman 
knights, who came out to meet the emperor ; a compliment 
which fome paid out of fear, others out of flattery. When 
the mighty multitude was within feven miles of Ro??ie z Vi- 
tellius caufed a quantity of meat ready d relied to be diftri- 
buted among his foldiers, to every man his portion, as if he 
had been fattening a number of gladiators. In the mean 
time, the populace, who came in droves to the camp and 
were fcattercd all over it, while the foldiers heeded them not, 
cut and conveyed away their belts without being perceived ; 
which it feems, was a joke in great vogue with the multitude 
and the rahblc of the city. But the foldiers, who were Arrangers .7^, . 
to fuch jokes and could not brook them, upon being afked by p t/ / {Uf . 
way of derifion, what was become of their belts? ran to arms, Jlaught<n- 
and with their drawn (words falling upon the difarmed multitude, edh the 
flaughtered great numbers of them, which occafioned a general faUia y. 
alarm and confirmation in the city. When the tumult in the 

camp 
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camp was compofed, Vitelliusy mounted upon a ftately courfcr 
and in his coat of armour, with his fword by his fide, began to 
advance to the gates of the city, ordering the fenate and people 
to march before him. But being advifed by his friends not to 
enter the city in his warlike drels, as if it had been taken by 
Tbeempe- ftorm, he put on the fenatorial robe, and made an entry alto* 
ror j ■> entry g e ther orderly and pacific, furrounded with ftandards and co- 
w/oKome. lours, and followed by his numerous troops ; the whole a glo- 
rious fight, and an army worthy of a better emperor y . In this 
flate he went to the capitol, to offer facriflce to jfitpiter ; and 
there finding his mother Sex-tilta^ embraced and honoured her 
with the title of Augufta. From the capitol, he marched in the 
£ une pomp to the imperial palace. The next day, he affembled 
the fenate, and made a public fpeech, in which he promifed ex- 
traordinary advantages from his adminiftration, uttered high and 
pompous things of himfelf, and chiefly inlarged upon his tem- 
perance, tho' all Italy had feen him, during his march, wal- 
lowing in voluptuoufnefs and continually intoxicated with wine. 
The th^ughtlefs multitude, however, broke out into loud 
acclamations and wifhes ; and, as he refufed the title of 
-dugujiusy they prefTed him fo, that he accepted it at laft with 
as much vanity as he had before refufed it. He likewife took 
upon him the office of chief pontiff ; but was fo ignorant of the 
religious rites, that a few days after, that is, on the eighteenth 
of jTWy, he publifhed an edi£t concerning the celebration of cer- 
tain folemnitics, tho' that day had been- always held unlucky, 
becaufe on it had happened the tragical overthrows at Cremera 
His con- and Allia. His chief ftudy was to gain the good graces and ap- 
duQ. plaufe of the rabble. With this view he frequented the theatre 

and circus, exhibited public (hows, and did all that lay in his 
power to keep them in good humour. He went often to the 
fenate, even when the deliberations were about things of fmall 
moment. As Helvidius Prifcus, praetor eleer,, chanced to of- 
fer his fentiments againft thofe of the emperor, he feemed at 
firft to refent it ; but afterwards returning to himfelf, he an- 
fwercd the fenators who interpofed, that it was nothing new nor 
furprifmg, that two fenators mould be of different opinions ; 
and that he himfclf had often oppofed Tbrafea ; a comparifon 
which was generally ridiculed. In room of the praetorian co- 
horts, which he had difcharged, he raifed fixteen new ones and 
four city cohorts, each containing a thoufand chofen men. For 
captains of the piaitorian guards, he appointed Publius Sabinuh 
raifet! from the command of a cohort, and yulius Prifcus, then 
only a centurion. Prifats owed his preferment to the intercft 
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of ValaiSy and Sabinus his to that of Carina ; for by thefe two His fa- 
favou rites all the functions of fovereignty were difcharged, and <vourites 
no portion of power left to Vitellius. They ftrove to excel each u J* r P 
other in credit and fway, in greatnefs of train, in numerous le- power* 
vees and dependents ; and hence were ever at variance with one 
another, their antient and mutual hatred, which, even during 
the war, had been ill-difguifed, being inflamed by the malig- 
nity of their feveral friends. However, this their animofity did 
not render them more remifs in feizing for themfelves fine 
houfes and gardens, and the wealth of the empire. Jfiaticus 
too, formerly the emperor's pathic and now his frecdman, had 
a great mare in the adminifrration ; for, before four months 
wereelapfed, he is faid to have equalled in wealth all former im- 
perial frecdmen. As for Vitellius, he quite abandoned the 
functions of an emperor, refigning himfelf entirely to riot, lux- 
ury, and gluttony. In his court no man ftrove to rife by vir- 
tue or ability. One only road there was to preferment, namely, 
by means of confuming banquets, to gorge the appetite of the 
emperor, ever craving, and never lariated. He cat cjnftantly 
three, and often four and five, meals a day, having brought 
himfelf to a habit of difcharging his' ftomach by vomiting when 
he pleafed. All his meals were expenfive almoft beyond belief, His glut- 
but not always at his own charge; for he frequently invited ton\ an J 
himfelf to his friends houfes to breakfaft in one place, to dine in profuf.fuj'-. 
another, and to fup in a third, all on the fame day. He was every- 
where entertained in a moft fumptuous and expenfive manner : 
but of all thefe entertainments, the moft memorable was made 
for him by Lucius his brother ; in which, if Suetonius * and Eit- 
tropius a are to be credited, two thoufand different dimes of Mm 
and feven thoufand of fowl wereferved up; the choice!}- of both 
forts that thefca and land afforded. His own profufenefs fell nut 
much fhort of his brother's at the dedication of a charger, 
which, by reafon of its vaftnefs and capacity, he termed the 
target of 'Minerva . It was neverthelcfs filled with the founds 
of the nfh called fcari 9 the brains of phcafants and peacocks, 
the tongues of birds called phceni copter 7, and the fmall guts of 
lamprics, brought from the Carpathian fea and the farthermoffc 
coafts of Spain. As he judged it fufficient to enjoy p relent 
plcafures, without troubling himfelf about future events, lie 
Iqu.mdercd away in banquets above feven millions of our money 
in four months time b ; nay, Jofrpkus tells us, that if he had 
reigned long, the whole wealth of the empire woulJ not have 
been fufficient to fupply the expences of his table. Bcfuics the 
vaft Anns he confumcd by his liotous living, he creeled at a 
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great charge ftables for the ufe of charioteers, exhibited almofr, 
daily mows in the circus, combats in the theatre and amphi- 
theatre, thofe of gladiators, thefe of wild beaits, and in the 
moft flowing plenty wantonly fcattered treafure. But nothing 
gave greater difguft to the virtuous, tho' it proved matter of joy 
to the profligate and debauched, than his folemnizrng with great 
oomp in the field of Mars the obfequies of Nero* and obliging- 
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pire in voluptuoufnefs and confuming banquets, fortune, or ra- 
ther providence, was railing him a competitor in a diftant part 
The J} ate or " the world. Vefpajian had been fent by Nero, as we have related 
of affairs elfewhere, with three legions and a confiderable number of auxi- 
in the eafi. liaries, to make war upon the yews, which he was carrying on with 

great fuccefs, when news was brought him of the death of that 
prince and the accemon of Galha to the empire. Hereupon he im- 
mediately difpatched his fon Titus to pay homage to the new em- 
peror, and to receive his orders concerning the profecution of 
the war. But receiving upon his arrival at Corinth i ad he had 
been long flopped by contrary Winds, certain advice of the 
murder of Galba, and at the fame time underftanding that Vi- 
Ullius had taken up arms and defigned to difpute the empire 
with Othoy he refolved to return to yudaa, to receive there 
further irrflru&ions from his father. Having therefore left Greece, 
he fteered jiis courfe to the ifland of Rhodes* to that of Cyprus, 
and thence to Syria. In the ifland of Cyprus his curiofity 
prompted him to vifit the temple of Venus at Papbos, which 
was at that time highly renowned amongft the natives as well as 
foreigners. After he had furveyed the fignal wealth of the tem- 
ple, the donations of princes, and other curiofities, he began to 
confult the oracle, firft concerning the fecurity of his voyage, 
and then propofed, but in dark terms, queftions concerning 
himfelf. The prieft, by name Sojlratus* returned him in pub- 
lic a fliort anfwer, but deiircd a fecret interview, wherein he 
difclofed to him his future grandeur. Hereupon, full of hopes, 
he proceeded to his father; but before his arrival the armies in 
the cafl: had already fworn fidelity to Otho. In Judeea, three 
legion-, as we have hinted above, were under the command of 
Vefpr,fum\ men thoroughly exercifed in war. Mucianus go- 
verned Syria at the head of four legions. Between thefe two 
commanders, as they ruled in two bordering provinces, great 
aniinofitics had reigned; which, however, the)' dropped upon 
the death of Nero, and agreed to a& in concert for their niu- 
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tual fecurity and intereft. This union was firft begun by the Vefpafian 
iiitefpofition of their common friends, and afterwards accom- and Mu- 
pliftied by Titus. Into the fame confederacy were gained the cianus en- 
tribunes, the centurions, and by degrees the common fbldiers, ta ' * nt0 an 
who, upon hearing that Otho and Vitellius were contending for £ *? f f 
the empire, began to rage and complain, that while others en '„ t ^/ r 
joyed rewards for beftowing the empire, they alone were ™ e f™ ce 
doomed flaves to every emperor. The ardour of the fbldiery 
was well known to the generals 5 but they judged proper to 
wait the iiTue of the war between Otho and Vitellius. Nay, 
even after Otbo's death, Vefpafian took the ufual oath to Vitel- 
lius* and wifhed him a prosperous reign in prefence of his army, 
as a precedent for them to follow. His troops heard him with 
difguft and fxlence, and were not without great difficulty pre- 
vailed upon to take the fame oath, thinking themfelves no lefs 
able to create and fupport an emperor, than the German legions 
pr the praetorian bands. They were feven legions, with migh- 
ty auxiliaries, and the two provinces of Syria and jfudtsa were 
in their pofleiEon : to them Jay contiguous that of Egypt * which 
was governed by "Tiberius Alexander* by birth an Egyptian* 
at the head of two legions. Several forces were quartered in 
Cappadocia and Pontus* upon the frontiers of Armenia* in Afta* 
and the other provinces. The governor of Egypt* who was 
jntirely addicted to Vefpajian* accounted for his own the third 
legion then in AJaeJia* fince it had been translated thither out of 
Egypt. Hopes too were entertained, that the other legions in 
Illy rt 'cum would cfpoufe the fame intereft. Vefpajian* how- 
ever, continued flill in fufpenfe, confidering with hirnfel£ how 
dangerous it was to caft himfeJf, at the age of flxty, and his 
two fons Tit its and Domitian in the prime of their years, upon 
the caprice of fortune and fate of war: in private purfuits, room 
was always left for retreat 5 but to thofe who ftrive for die fove- 
reignty, no middle lot remains ; they muft either reign or pe^ 
rifh. At the fume time, he had before his eyes the grea£ 
ftrcngth of the German army ; a thing perfectly known to him, 
who was a man of great experience in war. However, he 
yielded at length to the folicitations of Mueianus and the other 
officers, promifing to afllimc the title of emperor, when a pro- 
per opportunity offered. Hereupon the two commanders, after 
having fpent feveral days in private conferences, parted, Mu- 
eianus to Ant inch* and Vefpafian to Cafarea* the former the 
metropolis of Syria* the latter of yudtta. In the mean time, y c f pa fi an 
itr Alexandria was begun the example of acknowledging Vefta- p roe / a ; MC j 
Jinn for emperor, through the haftc and zeal of Tiberius A/ex- cm p crorm 
ander* who brought the legions there to fwcar allegiance to him 
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folemnized as the firft of his reign. The army in Judeva took 
to him in pcrfon the fame oath on the third of "July, with fuch 
ardour, that they would not wait the arrival of Titus, who was 
then on his journey back from Syria, where he had been con- 
certing mcafures with Mucianus \ Thefe glad tidings no fooner 
reached Syria ^ than Mucianus adminiftered to his foldiers, who 
were themfelvcs well-difpofed, the oath to Vcfpajian. Before 
the fifteenth of "July the whole province of Syria had taken the 
fame oath. To the party too acceded Sohemus king of Edeffh, 
jfntiocbus king of Comagene, and Agrippa king of Iturcsa, who 
was returned with great expedition from Rome, upon private in* 
telligence conveyed to him by his friends concerning the tranf- 
actions in the eaft. Allegiance was like wife f worn by all the 
maritime provinces, extending to AJia and Achaia, and by all 
the inland regions bordering upon Pontus, and the two 
Armenia* d . 

He efiab- Vcfpajian i having now taken upon him the imperial authority, 
lifiis a eftablimed in the firft place, at Berytus in Phoenicia, a council 
council «t ior t ] lc direction of all important affairs. Thither repaired Mu- 
erytus. danus, with a train of general officers and tribunes, and of all 

fuch centurions and private men as made a fignal appearance. 
From the army too in Judara came a great number of the prin- 
cipal officers, who, while they ft rove to furpafs each other in 
pomp and parade, furnifhed the appearance of the court and 
Jits prefer- grandeur of an emperor. The firft ftcp taken for profe- 
r at font for cuting the war was, to inlift men, and to recal to the fervice 
ivar m the difmilTed veterans. Fortified cities were allotted for forging 

of arms. At Antiocb money was coined, gold and filver. All 
thefe undertakings were, in their fevcral quarters, diligently 
difpatched by careful and capable infpeftors. To the kings of 
Partbia and Armenia, Vologcfcs and his brother Tiri dates, cm- 
bafiadors were fent ; and at the fame time provifion was made, 
that, when the legions were withdrawn to profecute the civil 
war, the countries behind fhould not be left naked and defence* 
lefs. It was refolved in a council of all the chief officers, 
that Titus fhould carry on the war in Judeca, Vcfpajian feizc 
the ft mights leading: into Egypt, and Mucianus with part of the 
forces encounter Vitcllius. To all the generals and armies let- 
ters were fent, with orders to invite to arms, with the promife 
of rewards, the praetorian foldiers who had been difbanded by 
Vitcllius. In the mean time, Mucianus, at the head of the 
fixth legion and thirteen thou fand veterans, began his march, 
acting rather like a collcgue, than a mini lie r, of the emperor. 
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He bent his rout through Cappadocia and Phrygia to Byxantium 9 
where he had ordered the fleet to attend him. He loaded the 
countries, through which he pafled, with exorbitant taxes; for 
which, however, the craving necefiities of war furnifhed an ex- 
cufe. Out of his own treafure too he helped ■ to fupport the 
war ; thus liberal of a private fum, which he was (lire to repay 
himfelf with unary out of the public. The reft contributed 
after his example; but few were found who recovered their 
fhare c . 

In the mean time, the Illyrian army, upon advice that the qy je jfty r \ 
legions in the eaft had declared V fpafian emperor, efpoufed the an arf ^ 
fame party with extraordinary zeal. The third legion, then in declares 
Mcefia^ was the fore moft ; the eighth and the feventh, intitledyv Vefpa- 
Claudiana, followed the example of the third, being both de- nan. 
voted to V fpafian, though they had not been in the laft fight. 
They had indeed advanced as far as Aquileia, and there hearing 
melancholy tidings of Otbo, infulted thofe who brought them, 
rent the ftandards bearing the name of VitclUus y and, fharing 
the public money amongft themfelves, a£ted with open hofti- 
lity. Hence, confidering that they might urge to Vcfpafian 
thefe a<£ls of violence as matter of fervice and merit, whereas 
they muft expect to be punifhed for them by Vitcllius, they not 
only declared for the former, but by letters folicited the army in 
Pannonia into the confederacy, and were preparing to have re- 
courfe to force, if they refufed. In Pannonia the thirteenth And the 
legion and the feventh, called after the name of Galba, acceded Pannoni- 
without hefitation to the caufc of Ve fpafian, being chiefly infti- an legions. 
gated by Antonius Primus, He was a native of Toloufe ; and ^ ^ 
there, while he was a youth, known by the nickname of Bcc- ra ^ cr Q f 
cg, or rather Bccccc, which, in the language of the Gauh, y\ntonias 
lignificd the bill of a cock. He had been degraded under Nero primus, 
from the fenatorial dignity, for forging a will ; but rcftorcd to 
his rank by Galha, who likcwife preferred him to the com- 
mand of the feventh legion. He was believed to have made 
frequent applications to Otho by letters, offering to fervc him in 
the capacity of general ; but being by him neglected, he had 
borne no fhare in that war. When he found, that Vcfpafian 
was likely to prevail, abandoning Vitcllius, he betook himfelf 
to him, and proved a mighty addition to the caufe; for he was 
a man of great perfonal bravery, daring, and cnterprifing, a 
prompt fpcaker, powerful in popular tumults, and, though ra- 
pacious, profufe, and in peace altogether wicked and corrupt, 
vet very ufeful in war. The A'Lvfan and Pannonian armies 
drew after them the forces in Dahv.atia. Into Britain two 
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di/patches were fent to the fourteenth legion , others into Spain 
to the fix& for they had both engaged for Otbo againft Vitel~ 
liics. At the feme time, letters were difperfed over all the ter- 
ritories of the Gauls f . 

Vitellius «vas foft informed of the revolt of the third legion 
in Mfiefia ; which intelligence was conveyed to him by S?pa- 
nius SaturnintiS) who commanded in tbat province, but much 
foftened and qualified. The emperor's friends too, footbiag 
him with flattering fpeeches, took care to put favourable coa- 
flxu&ions upon the ill tidings- Vitellius himfelf, in a harangue 
to the foldiers, inveighed agauift the praetorians lately discharged, 
as if jthey had published lying reports, and afliired both the fol- 
diery and people, that there was no ground to fear a civil war, 
The name of Vefpafian he took care to fupprefs, and difperfed 
foldiers all over the city, with directions to filence die rumour 
among the populace ; a precaution which greatly increafed the 
public alarm. From Germany , however, from Britain* aud 
from both Spains, he fent for fuccours, but in a very negligent 
manner, the better to conceal the neceffity which prefled him. 
In the provinces, and commanders of the provinces, no left 
remifnefs was found : Hordeonius Flaccus, who commanded in 
Germany, and Vettius Bolanus, governor of Britain, were 
wavering in their fidelity to Vitellius \ nor in Spain was there 
any forward nefs or expedition (hewn, the commanders of the 
Ithree legions there, men equal in authority (for over thofe 
provinces prefixed then no ruler of confular dignity), watching 
the fortune of the war, and being ready to follow it. In 
Jfrica, the legion and cohort levied by Clodius Macer, and 
afterwards difcharged by Galba, upon orders from Vitellius^ 
returned to the fervice. The youth too of the province offered 
themfclves to be inlifted with fignal alacrity, Vitcllius having 
ruled there as proconful with great uprightnefs, as had Vefpafian 
in the fame quality with ignominy and public hatred. Valerius 
Fejlus, governor of the province, promoted at firft the incli- 
nations of the people with exemplary zeal ; but foon after be- 
ginning to waver, while he aflertcd in public the caufe of Vitel- 
lius, by fecret intelligence he encouraged that of Vefpafian^ 
being rcfolved, whatever party prevailed, to maintain tbejuftice 
of the flronger c. 

The meafures concerted and agreed on by Vefpafian and 
Mucianus were, that the Illyrian army fhould advance as far as 
Jlquileia, poflefs themfelvcs of the Pannonian A'lps 9 and there 
wait, till their forces from all quarters behind them came up, 
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in order to enter Italy the following year in 2 body. In- the 
mean time, the fleet was to keep conftantly cruizing botfc if* 
the Mediterranean and Adriatic feas, in ordeF to prevent 
the conveying of corn to £0**0 from Egyff^ and provisions 
from /frbaia or fttr/p. By this means they did not doubt, bot 
Italy would be obliged to fubmit without bioodfhed. But thefe 
orders did not reach the Illyrian army, till it was too lafe to put 
them in execution \ for the leaders of Vefpajian's party in Iffy- 
ricum, having held a council at Petovio, now Pettatv in S fir fa 
upon the Drave, to deliberate, whether they fhouM content 
themfelves with guarding the panes of the Panntmian Alps, till 
the forces behind them advanced, or, by a refohition more dar- 
ing, march forward and venture a ftruggle for Italy, feme in- 
deed thought it advifeable to wait the arrival of fuceours, mag- 
nifying the fame and renown of the German legions ; but An- Antoniu9 
tent us Primus* who was agaiftft all delay, argued, that to them- Primus is 
felves difpatch was altogether advantageous, and to Vitellius f or i**oad*> 
only pernicious ; fince the German legions, once indeed for- tn S 
midable, were, by haunting the circus and theatres, and fol- 5?' . 
lowing the idle diverfions of the city, at prefen t utterly foftened a /™* n 
and debauched, and dreadful to none but their hofts j whereas 
if time were allowed them, their antient vigour would fK)l re- 
turn, by their application to the cares and purfuits of war. 
Not far from them, added he, lies Germany, from whence a 
fure recruit of forces ; beyond the Channel, Britain ; juft by, 
Gaul, as alfo both Spains from all a ready fupply of men, 
horfes, and contributions. Italy itfelf is in their pofleffion, 
with the immenfe treafures of Rome. The protracting of the 
war therefore to another fumrner will prove highly advantageous 
to them ; but in this interval where fhall we find provifions f 
where money ? Let us therefore delay no longer, but, with a 
bold pufh, make an irruption into the boundaries of Italy, The 
meafures which I advife, I am refolved topurfur?. Ycir, who are 
yet free to follow fortune on either fide, ftay, and with you detain 
the legions. To me a few cohorts, lightly equipped, will be 
fufReient. You fhall foon hear that I have opened my way into 
Italy, and fhaken the power of Vitellius. You will then be 
glad to follow in the track of one who has conquered for you. 
This fpeech, uttered with eyes darting lire and a fierce and 
thundering voice, moved even fuch as were moft cautious and 
wary. The common foldiers, who, together with the centu- 
rions, had conveyed themfelves into the council, fcorning the 
refohition of others as cold and fpiritleO, extolled him as the 
only brave man, the only rcfolutc leader. His refolurion being ///, 
generally approved of, to render the march into Italy fecure, /; f a pp, 0 , L . 
letters were forthwith difpatched to dpmim Saturr.hitr, who V,/ 
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had already joined the party of Vefpajian, with directions to 
follow in hafte with his army from Jvlcejia. That the provinces, 
thus bereft of their armies, might not be expofed to the incur- 
fions of the bordering nations, the chiefs of the Jazyges, a Sar- 
matian nation, were taken into the fervice and retained in pay. 
Into the party too were drawn Sido and Italicus, kings of the 
SuevianSy men noted for their attachment and fidelity to the 
Romans. On the fide towards Rbastia guards of auxiliaries 
were pofted, that country being governed by Fortius Septimius 
the procurator, a man unmaken in his fidelity to Vitellius. 
Sentilius Felix was ordered to pofTeis himfelf of the bank of the 
Oenus, now the Ins 9 flowing between Rbcetia and Nor i cum. 
Thefe precautions being taken, Primus marched with great ex- 
pedition to invade Italy , at the head of a chofen body of infan- 
try and part of the horfe. He was accompanied by jfrvius Va- 
rusy an officer of great bravery and experience in the art of war, 
which he had learned under the renowned Corbulo, whom he 
was fuppofed, in fecret conferences with Nero 9 to have accufed, 
and thereby occafioned the ruin of that celebrated commander. 
By favour, thus infamoufly gained, he was raifed to the rank of 
a principal centurion. Primus and Varus , advancing to Aqui- 
leia y were admitted into the city, and likewife into the neigh- 
bouring towns of Opitergium and Altinum : Padua too and 
Jlbejle^ now EJie, received them with great demonstrations of 
joy. In the latter place they learned, that three cohorts of Vi- 
tellius* s army, with the fquadron of horfe called Scriboniana s 
had erected a bridge at Forum jfllienum, now Ferrara, and 
were pofted there. At break of day therefore they attacked 
them, before they were apprifed of their approach, putfomeof 
them to the fvvord, and obliged the reft cither to fave themfelves 
by flight, or to change their allegiance. In the mean time, 
two legions arriving at Padua from Pannonia^ viz. the feventh, 
furnamcd Galbiana^ and the thirteenth, named Ge?riina^ Pri- 
ffmsj after having allowed them a few days for repofe, bent his 
march to Verona , with a defign to feizc that city, and make it 
the feat of war, as it was fituated among fpacious plains, fit foe 
encounters of horfe, in which his prime force lay. In their 
march they became mailers of Vicetia, an acquifition, which, 
tho' fmall in itfclf, palled for one of great moment; (incc in it 
Ceccina was born, and from the general of the enemy the place 
of his nativity was fhatched. The fcizing of Verona was 
deemed a more important conquefl; for it was a wcilthy an.i 
flouri filing city, and htfides, the key of Germany and Rbcrtia: 
fo that now all communication between Vitdlitts and thole 
countries was cut oil*. In the mean time, Icrters arrived from 
Vefpufian^ with orders M his generals not to venture hevonJ 
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jtquileia, but to wait there the coming of Mucianus. To his 
authority he added reafoning, vix. that fince Egypt, fince the 
magazines for fupplying Italy with provifions, fince the revenues 
of the raoft opulent provinces, were all under his power, the 
army of Vitellius, through want of grain and pay, might be 
forced to come over. Mucianus in his letters urged the fame 
counfels i but he was prompted by a paflion for gaining all the 
glory, and referving for himfelf the whole honour of the war. 
But from quarters of the world fo diftant, the counfels arrived 
when other meafures were already taken h . 

The difmal tidings of the irruption of the enemy into Italy Vitellius 
no fooner reached Rome, than Vitellius , at length thoroughly orders G«- 
alarmed, ordered his two generals, Carina and Salens, to pre- cina and 
pare with all expedition for taking the field- New levies were Valens 
raifed, and to all, who fhould voluntarily lift chemfelves, not *° take the 
only difmiifion was promifed after the victory, but the fame re- fold* 
wards that were paid to veterans after a long courfe of warfare. 
As Valens was juft then recovered from a fevere fit of ficknefe, 
Carina alone was fent forward at the head of the German army. 
But the appearance of thofe forces, fo awful upon their late en- The had 
try, proved far different upon their departure. They had, by condition 
imitating the excefles of their emperor, by furrendering them- °f theGer- 
felves to the voluptuous entertainments of the city, and follow- man ar *»J* 
ing other practices too abominable to be named, quite wafted 
their martial ardour and enfeebled their bodies. Their march 
was lazy and flow, their ranks thin, great numbers, efpecially 
of the Germans and Gauls, having been fwept off by diftempers 
arifing from their riotous living. Their horfes were quite life- 
lefs, and the men grown too delicate to bear the fun, the duft, 
Or the weather; but the more averfe they were to military toils, 
the greater propenfity they had to difobedience and mutiny. It Ca?cina 
was generally believed, that Carina , who commanded them, wavers in 
out of jealoufy and hatred to Fabius Valens, Vitellius 's chief fa- bisfdelity* 
vourite, had already refolved to change fides, and fignified his 
intention to Flavius Sabinus, Vefyajian's brother, whom Vi- 
tellius had not yet removed from the government of Rome* 
Carina, after Vitellius had embraced and difmifled him with 
high marks of honour, leaving the city, fent forward part of th» 
cavalry to pofllfs themfelves of Cremona, ordering the reft to 
repair to Hoftilia, a place of fome ftrength, and about thirty 
miles from Verona. He himfelf turned away to Ravenna, to 
confer there with Lucius Bajfus, who, from the command of 
a fquadron of horfe, had been by Vitellius preferred at once to 
that of the two fleets, the one riding at Ravenna, the other at 

* Tacit. I. ill - c, i — e. 
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ATifenum but was neverthelefs highly difiatisfied, becaufe he 
was not appointed captain of the prsetorian guards. It is uncer- 
tain, whether he drew Carina off from Fit e Hi us, or Carina 
him. Thofe who compofed the relation of this war, while the 
Flavian family was jjjfleflcd of the fovereignty, tell us, that 
they were both guided by a fincere concern for the public tran- 
quillity, and affection for the commonwealth. But our hiflorian 
is of opinion, that as they were men of no faith or principles, 
they were prompted by jealoufy and fpite; and that, rather than 
others fhould furpafe them in intereft with Vitellius, they chofe 
His tna* to overthrow Vitellius himfelf *. Carina having rejoined the 
ehery* legions, employed many devices to alienate the affections of 

the centurions and common foldiers from Vitellius ; to whom 
of themfelves they were ftrongly devoted. Bajfus undertook 
the fame talk with the fleet, and accompliflied it without much 
difficulty ; for, as thejr had lately ferved under Otho, they were 
ready to abandon their faith to Vitellius, Carina advanced to 
Hojlilia, and pitched his camp between that village and the 
marines formed by the river Tartarus, being defended behind 
by the river, and on each fide by the marfh. As he had with 
him fix legions and a great number of auxiliaries, it was in. his 
power to have utterly defeated Primus's two legions, (for his 
other forces were not yet arrived) and to have forced them, by 
a fhameful flight, to abandon Italy. But framing delays, he 
privately carried on a correfpondence with the enemy's generals, 
till, by intercourfe of meffengers, he agreed with them upon 
the articles of his treachery. In the mean time, arrived at Ve- 
rona the feventh legion, named Claudiana, under the command 
of Fipfanius Mejfala, a man of a moft illuflrious family, and 
the only one who engaged in the war upon worthy defigns.. 
The feventh legion was foon ap.cr followed by the third and the 
eighth ; and then it was judged proper to draw an intrenchment 
Ibr fleet at round Verona. In the meantime, the fleet at Ravenna, re- 
Havenna voicing from Vitellius, tore his images, and openly efpoufed the 
declare* caufo of Vefyaftan which Ceschia no fooncr underflood, than 
jr.r Vefpa- aflembling all the principal centurions and fome of the common 
f n \ foldiers, lie reprefented to them the deplorable condition of Vi* 
r-^tT^and tc ^ ilis s affairs, exhorted them to gain betimes the favour of the 
h h 'bis ncw P rmce » anc ^ tnen forthwith gave them the oath to Vejpaflan. 
ito-N put Th°f e wn ° were his accomplices fetting an example, the reft, 

' aftoniihed at fo fudden an event, took it after them. At the 
Lmc inftunt, the images of Vitellius were pulled down and de- 
faced, and meflengers difpatched to acquaint Anton/ us Primus 
with the whole. But as foon as news of the defection was fpread 
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through the camp, the fokliers flocked to the quarter where the 
images of Vefpajian were fet up, and, with the utmoft indigna- 
tion, flung them down, and replaced thofe of Vitellius\ then 
chuflng for their leaders Fabius Fabullus, commander of the 
fifth legion, and CaJJius Longus, prefect of the camp, they put 
Cacina in irons, cutting in pieces certain marines, who by 
chance fell in their way, abandoned their camp, and, breaking 
down the bridge, marched back to Hojlilia, and thence to 
Cremona , to rejoin there the firft legion named Italica, and the 
one- and- twentieth, furnamed Rapax k . 

Th e s e tranfaclions were no fooner known to Pritnus, than 
he refolved to attack the enemy, thus divided in their affec- 
tions, ere the leaders had recovered their authority, the foldiers 
their difcipline and obedience, or the legions their former fpirit 
and boldnefs. He imagined, that Fabius Valens y who was in- 
violably attached to Vitellius, and a commander of great expe- 
rience, had ere now left Rome, and would, upon learning the 
defertion of Carina, travel with great expedition. With his 
whole army therefore he marched from Verona, and the next 
evening incamped at Bebriacum. The day following he fent 
out his auxiliaries to forage in the territories of Cremona, and 
marched himfelf at the head of eight thoufand horfe to fupport 
them. When he had advanced about eight miles from Bebria- 
cum, news was brought him, that the enemy approached. 
While Primus was confulting what meafurcs to take, m Jrrius Arrius 
Varus ruflied out with a party of the moft refolute horfe, and Varus put 
put the enemy's van-guard into confufion ; but many advancing to fight by 
to fupport their comrades, the fortune of the encounter changed, *be troops 
and Arrius was put to flight. This hafty ftep had been taken °f Vkci- 
without the approbation of Primus, who judged, that the ifTue * 
would be fuch as it proved. He now exhorted thofe about him 
to prepare for battle j to the legions he difpatched orders to 
arm, and notice to the auxiliaries fpread over the country, to 
quit their pillage, and haften by the feveral nearcft ways to the 
combat. In the mean time, Arrius^s routed troops arriving, 
communicated their dread to the reft; infomuch, that the 
whole body of horfe under the command of Primus betook 
themfelvcs to a fliameful flight. During this confirmation, The. 
Primus, difcharging the duty of an experienced commander and I ant . 
a moft courageous foldier, ftrove to animate fuch as were dif- */" 
mayed, to flop fuch as were flying, readily aflifting here with Priniu-- 
rus counfel and orders, there with his fword, where- ever 
the greateft efforts were required, where-ever any hope was 
nr«fented. With his javelin he pierced a ftandard-bearer who 
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was flying, and feizing the ftandard, turned it againft the ene- 
■ my. Hereupon an hundred horfe, afliamed to defert their ge- 
neral, returned to the fight. With thefe, drawn up in clofe 
ranks, he fuftained the onfet, till the reft of his men, finding 
the bridge behind them broken and their flight interrupted, re- 
Vitcllius's turned to the charge. Hereupon confternation and difmay 
cavalry feized the enem y ; they began to give ground, andatlaft, Pri- 
routed, mus preflliig them with frefh vigour, betook themfelves to a 

difbrderly flight. The conquerors purfued them within four 
miles of Cremona, where they met, attacked, and routed two 
legions, that called Rapax and that named Italica, who were 
advancing to the relief of their cavalry. Primus forbore pur- 
fuing them, mindful of the condition of his men and horfes, 
quite fpent with the fatigue of the day. In the clofe of the 
evening arrived the reft of Primus's forces ; and as they marched 
over heaps of flain, they concluded from thence, that the war 
was ended, and demanded to be led directly to Cremona, being 
well apprifed, that by ftorming the town in the dark, they 
fhould have a greater latitude for plundering; whereas if they 
waited the return of day, fupplications would be offered, 
and terms granted: by which means the wealth of Cremona 
would accrue to the commanders of the legions and principal 
officers ; for the plunder of a town taken by ftorm belonged to 
the foldiers, but to the leaders when gained by furrender. It 
was with the utmoft difficulty, that Primus (for they utterly 
flighted the other commanders) prevailed upon them to delay 
the attack for one night. In the mean time, fome horfemen, 
who had advanced clofe to the walls of Cremona, having feized 
fome ftragglers from thence, learnt of them, that fix legions of 
Vitellius, and the whole army that had incamped at Hoftilia, 
having that day marched thirty miles, were juft approaching in 
The hat tie battle-array. Hereupon Primus immediately drew up his men 
c/Xremo- according to the nature of the ground, and made the necefiary 
na. preparations to receive the enemy, who, as they wanted a 

leader of experience, inftcad of refting at Cremona, attacked, 
fpent as the/ were with a long march and failing, Primus's 
forces, and began the engagement at the third hour of the night ; 
that is, about nine in the evening. The combat lafted the 
whole night, fortune fometimes favouring one fide, fometimes 
another. As they fought in the dark, and the watch-word of 
each, by being frequently afked and repeated, became known 
to the other, they could not difcern fiiend from foe. In this 
dreadful confufion, the feventh legion, called Galbiana, was 
forely befet. Out of it fix centurions of principal rank were flain, 
and fome of the enfigns taken. The eagle, however, was pre- 

ferved by Atillus Verus* the chief centurion, who, in defend- 
ing 
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ing it, flew heaps of the enemy, and at laft fell himfelf. Primus's 
men were chiefly annoyed by a balifta of amazing bulk, which, 
being placed upon the ridge of the highway, fwept away whole 
ranks, by difcharging againft them great, raafly ftones; but at 
length two common foldiers, paffing undifcovercd through the 
midft of the enemy, cut the fprings of the engines, and by that 
means, at the expence of their own lives, (for they were im- 
mediately cut in pieces) faved part of the army from utter de- 
ftru£rion. Xo neither fide was fortune yet leaning, when, the 
night being near fpent, the moon rifing difcovered the two ar- 
mies to each other. More favourable, however, (he proved to 
that of Vefpajian, as foe (hone upon their backs, and full in the 
enemy's faces. Primus, now that he could diftinguifh his own 
men and be by them diftinguifhed, applied himfelf to animate 
them, fome by fhame and reproof, others by applaufe and ex- 
hortation, all by hopes and promifes. There enfued from every 
quarter cries and fhou tings ; and juft then the third legion, ac- 
cording to the cuftom in Syria , where they had been long quar- 
tered, paid their adoration to the rifing fun. This incident 
gave birth to a report, which flew in an inftant through the 
whole army and reached the enemy, that Mucianus was arrived, 
and between his forces and the third legion mutual falutations 
had palTed. This diflieartened the troops of Fitelliusy which 
Primus perceiving, made a laft effort, puflied them with great 
vigour, and utterly broke their ranks; which they attempted 
indeed to reftore, but in vain, being embarrafied by their own 
carriages and engines. Being therefore no longer able to keep VitcIliusV 
their ground, they betook themfelves to a precipitous flight, and army de- 
ftrove to gain Cremona, Primus's men purfuing them with great fcatcd. 
flaughter. Vitellius is faid to have loft, what in the engagement, 
what in the flight, about thirty thoufand men. But the fight 
of fo many dead bodies lying together in heaps, and covering 
the fields and ways, did not occafion fo much horror, as the 
death of a father Slaughtered by his own fbn. The fadr. is thus re- ^ father 
lated by our hiftorian, upon the authority of J^ipjanius JbteJJala, killed in 
who, in this engagement, commanded the feventh legion, the battle 
named Claudiana ; Julius Manfuetus, a native of Spain, lift- by bis for, 
ing in the legion called Rapax, left behind him a fon, then a 
boy, who afterwards being under Galba, inrolled in the 
feventh legion called G a lb i an a, happened in this battle to 
engage his father and killed him; but being known by his 
parent juft expiring, as he was rifling him, and knowing 
him again, he embraced with a flood of tears his pale 
cf>rpfe; charged with a fad and doleful voice the public 
with the crime of parricide ; and lifting up the body, digged 
a grave, and, under the utmoft affliction, difcharged towards his 

parent 
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parent the laft duty. Thofe who were neareft obferved what 
palTed, and in a moment the tragical accident was divulged 
throughout the whole army, with many lamentations and bitter 
execrations upon a war thus unnatural and barbarous ; yet they 
continued to butcher and fpoil their kinfmen, their relations, 
nay, their brethren, at the fame time relating what a crying 
iniquity had been committed, and committing itthemfelves u 

A s the conquerors approached Cremona , they found the 
enemy incamped quite round the walls, and defended by a deep 
ditch, which had been dug in the war againft Otbo, and fince 
ftrengthened with frefh works. To proceed to the aflault with 
an army already weary with the continued toil of a day and a 
night, feemed to the leaders an enterprife full of danger and 
difficulty ; but the foldiers, more apt to brave perils than bear 
delays, demanded to be forthwith led on to the attack ; and 
Priinus^ yielding to this humour, ordered them, in the form 
of a ring, to inveft the intrench me nts, and begin the aflault ; 
which they did with a fury hardly to be exprefTed, railing their 
fhields over their heads, and thence forming a teftudo, under 
the fhelter of which they advanced to the foot of the ramparts. 
But Vitetlius's men, by hurling down upon them huge ftones, 
loofened the teftudo, beat to the ground the men beneath, and 
made* a dreadful havock of them, thus naked, and expofed to 
vollies of ftones and arrows. The onfet began to flacken, when 
the leaders, finding their menexhaufted and unmoved by exhor- 
tations, pointed to Cremona as the price of their victory. Thus 
encouraged, they renewed the aflault, all obftinately combined to 
fucceed or die : regardlefs of wounds and blood, they ftrove to 
dcmolifh the rampart, battered the gates, flood upon the fhoulders 
of one another, and upon the teftudo now reftored, and thence 
feized the weapons in the hands of the enemy, and the hands 
too which held them ; fo that the hale and the maimed, fuch 
as were half-dead, and fuch as were juft expiring, tumbled 
headlong together and perifhed. When Vitcllius\ men were 
no longer able to fuftain the fhock, and found that all the 
difcharges from the balifta were rendered ineffectual by the 
teftudo below, they at laft hurled down the engine itfelf, huge 
and ponderous as it was, which failed not to crufh thofe upon 
whom it fell; but at the C&me time drew with it the battlements, 
the upper part of the rampart, and the Adjoining tower. In 
this confufion, Cams Volufius^ a foldier of the third legion, 
having mounted the rampart, puflied down all who refifted, and 
cried aloud, That the camp was taken. The reft then haying 
broke the gate with their fwords and axes, burft in, Vitdliuf* 



1 Idem, c. 1 5 



Dio. I. Uv. p- 7-r 5 - 



•Acn 



Chap." 1 8. The Roman Hiftorf. 327 

men being utterly difmayed, and leaping with great hurry from 
the battlements. The whole fpace between the camp and Cre- 
?nona, whither the enemy retired, was covered with dead 
bodies. And here again was prefented a new fcene of difficul- 
ties, the walls of the city very high, ftrong towers of ftone, 
the gates fecured with vaft bars of iron, the garifon numerous, 
the inhabitants devoted to the party of Vitellius, and at this 
time a great part of Italy aflembled in the town on ocean* on of a 
fair. Primus ordered nre to be immediately fet to the moft 
furnptuous and beautiful buildings in the neighbourhood of the 
city, hoping by that means to oblige the people of Cremona to 
abandon the party of Vitellius. At the fame time, he conveyed Cremona 
all his braveft men into fuch houfes as flood near the walls, from attacked 
whence, with vollies of darts, arrows, and ftones, they drove 
away all who made oppofition, while the legions, forming a 
teftudo, advanced to the foot of the walls. Vitellius's men 
fuftained the attack with great intrepidity, till their officers* 
fearing that, were the city taken by ftorm, all the fury of the 
conquerors would vent itfelf upon them, began to deliberate 
about furrendering. Having therefore agreed to throw them- 
felves upon the mercy of the conquering army, they razed the 
name and defaced the images of Vitellius', then difcharging 
Carina from his bonds, befought him to plead in their behalf. 
Thus were fo many brave men reduced at length to implore the 
aid and protection of a traitor. At his requeft Primus granted 
them their lives, ordering them to furrender their arms and 
march out of the town ; which they did accordingly, Carina, j t t urrenm 
who was then conful, walking before them, attended by his ^* r * n ~ 
lienors, and arrayed with the enfigns of the confular dignity. 
This the conquerors could not bear ; they upbraided him in 
bitter terms with his pride, with his cruelty, nay, and with his 
treafon, and would have proceeded to violence, had not Pri- 
mus checked them, and furnifhing Carina with a guard, fent 
him away to Vcfpaftan m . For the city of Cremona ; as it had, 
even in the war againft Otbo, fupported the caufe of Vitcllius y 
and ever fhewed a paffinnate zeal for his intereft, both Primus 
and his army were highly incenfed againft it ; but neverthelefs 
the general did not think it advifeable to deliver it immediately 
up to be plundered, great part of the wealth of Italy being at 
this time lodged in it on occafion of the fair. In a fpeech 
therefore which he made to his foldiers after the furrender of the 
place, he commended their bravery, exhorted them to ufc 
mercy towards their fellow- foldiers, who had fubmitted \ but 
purpofeJy avoided making any mention of the city, or its inha* 
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bitants. Having ended his fpeech, and difmified the troops, he went 
to a bath to wafh off the blood with which he was ftill ftained ; 
for he had, during the fevcral engagements and attacks, com- 
manded as a general, and fought like a common foldicr. In the 
bath he happened to drop a word, which was remarked and 
quickly divulged ; for finding the water fomewhat too cool, he 
complained of it, adding, It will foon prove abundantly hot. 
This faying, though pleafantly uttered to his flaves, was in- 
ftantly fpread all over the camp, and by the foldiery, greedy of 
plunder, interpreted as the watch-word for fetting fire to Cre- 
L pillaged mona * Accordingly forty thoufand foldiers rufhing into it, 
and burnt. an d a greater number of fervants and retainers to the camp, 

more abandoned to a&s of cruelty and licentioufnefs than the 
foldiers themfelves, pillaged, murdered, raviflied, &c. without 
reftraint, for four days together, and then fetting fire to the 
empty houfes, reduced them to afhes. Such was the end of 
Cremona, two hundred and eighty-fix years after its founda- 
tion (W). Primus, afbamed of the barbarities committed by 
his foldiers, iflued an order, that no one fliould prefume to hold 
captive any citizen of Cremona. Hereupon fuch as had any 
began to murder them 5 which inhumanity obliged their rela- 
tions to redeem them. Soon after, fuch of the inhabitants as 
had outlived the general maflacre, returned to Cremona , and 
rebuilt the city, being therein countenanced by Vefpajian. Jo- 
fephus tells us, that of Vitellius'z men there fell in the battle 
thirty thoufand and two hundred, and four thoufand five hun- 
dred on Primus's fide D ; and Xiphilinus writes, that, what in 
the field, what in the city of Cremona , there perifhed fifty thou- 
fand perfons. The conquerors, not able to bear the ftench of 
the putrified carcafes, having lodged one night on the ruins in 
which the city was buried, retired the next .day three miles 
from thence. The foldiers of Vitellius^ fcattered and difperfed 

n JosnrH. bell. I. iv. c. 41. 

(W) Cremona was founded, according to Tacitus (58), Polyhius 
(59), and Li*vy (60), in the confulfliip of Tiberius Sempronius and 
Pub li us Cornelius 1 when Hannibal was ready to invade Italy, as a 
barrier againft the Gauls on the other fide of the Po, or any other 
power meditating an irruption from beyond the Alps. It grew and 
flourilhed by the convenience of rivers, the richneis of its territory, 
and affinities with other nations of Italy, In no foreign war it had 
ever been hurt, but, in the civil diffcnfions, fuffered more than any 
other city. 

(58) Tacit, c. 3. (59) Poljb. L iii. c. 40. (fio) Lrj.efit- 
L xii. 
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over the country, were afTembled again, placed under their 
former banners, and, as the war ftill fubfifted, fent into Illyri- 
cum. Meflengers were immediately difpatched into Britain 
and both Spains, to acquaint the troops there with the victory, 
as was Julius Calenus, a tribune, into Gaul, and Alpinus Mon- 
tanus, commander of a cohort, into Germany , two officers 
chofen for often tation, as the latter was of Treves, the former 
an Mduan, and both partizans of Vitellius. At the fame time, 
guards were pofted upon the pafles of the Alps, to cut off all 
communication between Germany and Italy 5 for it was re- 
ported, that the Germans were arming with a defign to aflift 
the vanquifhed party °. Let us now return to Vitellius. 

Having difmifled Carina in the manner we have related, Vitellius 
and a few days after ordered Fabius Valens to take the field, refig7is 
he buried himfelf in the bowers and alleys of his gardens, ftriv- him/elf up 
ing to fmother all his cares in voluptuoufnefs and all manner of t0 ve J*p- 
excefles. From Rome he retired to the grove at Aricinum, tn0U J nc J*' 
where, while he pafled his time intirely refigned to lloth and 
gluttony, he was alarmed with tidings of the defection of the 
fleet at Ravenna. Soon after came another melancholy account, 
yfct blended with joy, that Carina had revolted, but was by the 
army put in irons. Hereupon he returned to the city, and in a 
full affembly extolled the fidelity of the foldiery ; but ordered 
Publius Sabinus, captain of the praetorian guards, to be caft 
into bonds, on account of his intimacy with Carina, and named 
in his room Alphenus Varus. The fenate, informed of the de- 
fertion of Carina, inveighed againft him in a ftyle of indigna- 
tion well fludied ; for not a man dropped a bitter expreflion 
againft the leaders of the oppofite party, and all with great cir- 
cumfpeclrion avoided mentioning Vefpaftan. Though one day 
only remained of Carina's confulfhip, he was depofed, and 
Rofcius Rcgulus named in his room, who, upon the laft day of 
Oclobcr, began his magiftracy, and with the day ended it- In 
the mean time, Valens ; who was upon his march to join the 
troops at Ho/lilia and Cremona, being informed, that the fleet 
at Ravenna had revolted to the enemy, inftead of quickening 
his march, halted, and wrote to Vitellius for fuccours. The 
emperor immediately difpatched after -him three cohorts, with 
tbt fquadron of horfe from Britain "' Thefe Valens fent for- Valens re~ 
ward to Ariminum ; but he himfelf turning afide, bent hiscourfe tires to 
to XJmbria, and from thence to Hetruria. Having there learnt Hetruria. 
the iftue of the battle at Cremona, he conceived a defign, which, j^ r jj^ ns f0 
had it been put in execution, would have been attended with r/7/ y^Gaut 
very dreadful confequences : he propofed to tmbarque for Nar- 
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honne Gaul, and landing upon any part of that coaft, rouf« 
thofe powerful provinces and all the Roman forces there, as alfa 
the feveral nations of Germany , and thence renew the war. 
With this defign he imbarqued in the port of Pi/a ; but was, 
by contrary winds, forced to land at Monaco, where he was 
kindly received by Marius Maturus, procurator of the mari- 
time Alps j who, though all the country round efpoufed the op-* 
polite party, had never fwerved from his allegiance* By him 
fa lens was informed, that Valerius Paulinus, procurator of 
Narbonne Gaul, an officer of known bravery and Vefpajian's 
intimate friend, had declared for him, and held with a ftrong 
garifon the city of Forojulium, now Frejus, which commanded 
all accefs from the fea. Upon this intelligence Valens returned 
direftly to his veffels, with four foldiers of the praetorian guards, 
three friends, and as many centurions, leaving to Maturus and 
the reft full liberty to ftay, and fwear, if they pleafed, fidelity 
to V '.fpajian* As he roamed about, hovering on the coafts of 
Gauly he was, by contrary winds, driven upon the State hades, 
iflands near Marfeilles, and there by fome galleys belonging to 
Is taken Paulinus taken prifonerj which was no fooner known, than 
frifoner. firft the neighbouring, and foon after the more diftant, proving. 

ces, efpoufed, without heiitation, the caufe of the conqueror* 
Gaul, In Spain, the firft legion, named Jdjutrix, which had ferved 
Spain, and under Otho, declared for Vefpaftan, and drew over with it the 
Britain de- tenth and the fixth. In Britain the fecond legion, which Vef* 
clare for p a ft a n had commanded there in the reign of Claudius, acceded 
y efpanan. to fc s party, though not without fome oppofition from the other 

legions, in which many centurions and many foldiers had been 
promoted by Vitellius. However, they were all brought at 
length to acknowledge Vefpaftan p. 
Vitellius In the mean time, the difmal tidings of the overthrow at 
[mothers Cremona reaching Rome, Vitellius, inftead of deliberating with 
all bad his friends about the moft proper meafures in fo critical a con- 
tidings. junfture, with a ftupid diifimulation, fmothcred the news of 

the calamity, feigning that all his proceedings profpered, and 
by fuch falfe reprefentations leaving his condition quite defperatc. 
About his perfon was obferved a wonderful filence concerning 
the war j and through the city all difcouries about it were pro- 
hibited, which for this very caufe grew more frequent. How- 
ever, he privately fent per ions, in whom he could confide, to 
view the enemy's camp; but upon their return, when he had 
fccretly examined them, he caufed them all to be murdered, 
that they might not divulge what they had fcen. Julius 
.rf&rejlisj a centurion, having attempted in vain to awaken thi 
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emperor out of his lethargy, at laft prevailed with him, that 

he himfelf might be fent to furvey the forces of the enemy, and 

to learn the tranfa£Bons at Cremona. Agreflis did not aflume 

the behaviour of a fpy, nor attempted to efcape the notice of 

Primus ; but declaring to him the inftrucTions from the emperor 

and his own defign, he demanded to view the whole in perfbn. 

Primus readily fent certain perfons with him to fliew him the 

field of battle, the defolation and remains of Cremona, and the 

legions taken prilbners. Agreflis having carefully examined the jS remark- 

whole, returned to Rome - 3 but as Vitellius gave no credit to his able in- 

accoun ts, nay accufed him of corruption and infidelity j Since fiance of 

then, faid he, fome remarkable confirmation is neceflary, and the fidelity 

fince neither my life nor my death can avail you, I will furnifli °f Jf 

you with an evidence which you may credit. Having thus Agreftw i. 

(poken, he left his prefence, and fell upon his own fivord at the 
gates of the palace q . In the mean time, fome of Vefpafian's 
troops, under the conduct of Cornelius Fufcus, advancing as 
far as Ariminum, befieged that place, and pofTefled themfelves 
of the plains of Umbria and the territories of Picenum, all along 
the Adriatic fea. Thus between Vefpafian and Vitellius all Italy 
was fhared, and the ridges of the Apennine become the com- 
mon boundary* As winter approached and the plains were 
flooded by the overflowing of the Po 9 Primus fent the legions 
back to Verona with the aged and wounded ; and paffing the Po 
at the head of the auxiliary cohorts and cavalry, advanced as- 
far as the temple of Fortune, at prefent a city on the Adriatic 
gulph, known by the name of Fano m There he halted, upon 
intelligence, that the praetorian cohorts had already left Rom*, 
and that guards were polled upon the Apennine to oppofe his 
paflage. And truly Vitellius, roufed at length, as it were, out Vitellius 
of a profound fleep, had ordered Julius Prifcus and Alpbenus fends an 
Varus , with fourteen praetorian cohorts, a legion of marines, army to fc- 
and other forces, to feiae the panes of the Apennine. They cure the 
were all chofen men, and able to have made an offenfive war, P a JT ES °f 
had they been under the command of a different general. ih f A pen- 
They encamped at Mevania, now Bevagna, in the neighbour- mne# 
hood of Toligno-y but Vitellius, without departing in the leaft 
from his wonted courfe of debauchery, continued at Rome, 
where he fettled a fucceflion of confuls for ten years, difcharged 
fome nations from all tribute, conferred upon others frefh immu- 
nities, and, in fhort, without any regard to futurity, rent and 
exhaufted the empire with fuch wild bounties, as could neither 
be granted nor accepted by men of fenfe, but were highly ap- 
plauded by the unthinking herd. At length, moved by the re- 

1 Idem, c. 54, 
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peated felicitations of the army, he left Rome, and repaired to 
the camp at Mevania y attended by a great number of fenators, 
which only ferved to expofc him to public contempt and derifion 
(X). For as he was quite unacquainted with the military art, 
he was continually applying for information how to draw up the 
army, how to procure intelligence, by what meafures he might 
defeat the defigns of the foe, &f c. Upon every flying report of 
the approach of the enemy, he was fure to betray great fear, 
and never failed to get drunk. In the end, furfeited with the 
camp and learning the revolt of the fleet at Mifenum* he re- 
turned to Rome in the utmoft con fter nation. The fleet was 
drawn to revolt by Claudius Faventius^ who was only a centu- 
rion, and had been degraded by Galba with marks of ignominy. 
By forging letters from Vefpajian^ and in his name tempting the 
officers with great rewards, he prevailed upon them to change 
their allegiance. To reclaim them, Vitellius made choice of 
Claudius yulianusy who had lately commanded the fleet, and 
was highly efteemed by the marines. But he, without hefita- 
tion, went over to the party of Vefpajian-, and, putting himfelf 
at their head, took the city of Terracina. Hereupon Vitellius 
difpatched mefTcngers to the army, with orders to retire from 
jVfevania, and drawing nearer Ro?ne 9 to encamp at Namia f 
now Narni. From it he detached fix cohorts and five hundred 
horfe, whom he font under the command of his brother Lucius, 
to make head againft the foldiers of the fleet. He himfelf re* 
xnaincd at Rome, where he afTembled the people by their tribes, 
and to all, who defired to be lifted, adminiftered the oath of 
fidclirv. As he moved companion by his fad countenance, his 
doleful expreftions, and many tears, and was liberal, nay extra- 
vagant, in his promifes, vafr. multitudes gave in their names j 
and to this daftardly crowd, only daring in words, he gave the 
awful name of legions. To himfelf heaffumed, at thisjuno 
ture, the title of Cafar, which he had hitherto rejected, as if 
the C&fars alone were defKned to hold the fovereign power r . . 
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iacitus lays, that while he was difcourting to an aiiembly 01 
Idicrs foon after his arrival in the camp, there flew over his hcatl 
k of -ravenous birds, fo numerous, that, like a black cloud, 



(X v Tacitus fays, that while he was difcourfing to an aflembly of 
the fold' - 

a Hock _ m 

they darkened the day. He adds, that a bull efcaped from the a! 
tar ; and overturning the utenfils for the facrifice, was at lail flainac 
a dillance from thence, and not in the place where it was cuftomary 
to kill the viclims. This the fuperlHtious pagans looked upon as 
the worft of omens (61). 



(6\) Tacit, c. 5$. 
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The army no fooner left Mevania, than the Samnites, the 
Pelignians, and the Marfians embraced the caufe of V *Jpafian. 
At the fame time, Primus, informed of the enemy's motions, p r j raas 
haftened to pals the Apennines where, while his troops were p a n es t jj e 
forely annoyed with the cold, and ftruggling with difficulty out Apennine. 
of the deep fnow, he confidered what dangers he muft have un- 
dergone, had not Vitellius's army abandoned their poft. Pr/- 
mus, having paft the Apennine, encamped at Carfulcs, between 
Mevania and Narnia, and there waited the arrival of the legi- 
ons from Cremona, which were in full march to join him. As 
the forces of Vitellius were only ten miles diftant, the troops 
which Primus had with him were for attacking them before the 
legions arrived, whom they confidered rather as fharers in the 
prey, than partakers in the peril. _ But Primus found means to 
calm their fury, and in the mean time the legions arrived, and 
foon after their arrival poflefled themfelves of Interamna, now 
Terni, which fo terrified Vitellius' s army, that they began to fly 
over to the enemy in whole companies and troops, being en- 
couraged thereunto by their tribunes and centurions. How- 
ever, fome of the common foldiers perfifted inflexible in their 
adherence to Vitellius ; and a report was induftrioufly fpread all 
over the camp, that Valens had efcaped into Germany, and was 
there aflembling a mighty army. To confute this rumour, and 
prevent their cheriming any farther hopes, Valens was put to Valens^a* 
death at Urbinum, where he was detained in prifon, and his t0 death. 
head fent to the camp, and displayed to the view of Vitellius* $ 
troops. At this fight, they funk into utter defpairj and feeing The whole 
themfelves on all fides bereft of hope, pafled over in a bodv to armypajje'r 
the party of Vefpqfean. Upon this general defection, Primus oner to 
and Varus neglected not, by repeated mefiages, to make offers Vefpafian. 
to Vitellius of fafety to his perfon, of revenues, of any private 
retirement in Campania, or elfewhere, if he would refign the 
fovereignty and fubmit to Vefpajian* Mucianus likewife fent 
him letters with the like offers; to which he would have yielded, 
had he not been diffuaded by his friends from ever leading a pri- 
vate life, after he had been emperor. To him now remained 
only the city of Rome, which Flavius Sabinus might have eaftly 
raifed againft him; but he, cither out of a natural abhorrence 
to the fpilling of blood, or becaufe he envied the grandeur of 
his brother's fortune, neglected to act with any warmth or ala- 
crity. It is true, he often conferred with Vitellius about the 
means of rcftoring public peace, but could not be prevailed upon 
to u(e violence. In one of thefe conferences, he agreed to re- 
fign the empire upon certain conditions, which Sabinus af- 
furcd him fhould be ratified by his brother Vefpajian ; which Vitellius 

was no fooner known, than his followers exerted their ur,moft defigns to 

efforts abdicate. 
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efforts fo divert him from his refolution ; reprefenting to him, 
how ignominious, how infecure the terms of peace were, 
fince the performing them entirely depended upon the wanton 
humour of the conqueror. But, notwithstanding all their en* 
deavours to roufe him to fame attempt daring and brave, hav- 
ing learnt on the eighteenth of December the defection of his 
army at Narnia, he went forth from the palace in deep mourn-* 
ing, attended by his domeftics, with his little ftn, a helplefe 
infant ; and pafling in this forlorn condition through the ftreets 
of the city, arrived at the place where the people ufed to aflemble; 
and there to the multitude, which had flocked from all quarters, 
declared his refolution in a few words, fuch as fuited his prefent 
condition, that he voluntarily withdrew for the fake of the pub- 
lic peace and the good of the commonwealths and that he 
only defired they would remember him, ami to his brother, to 
his wife, and to his innocent and tender children, fhew com- 
paflion and mercy. At the fame timr. extending his arms, 
with his little fon in them, he recommended him now to one, 
now to another, then to all. At laft, burfting into tears, he 
ungirt his fword from his fide, and prefented it to the conful 
Cacilius Simplex, who ftood juft by him, as thus refigning the 
power of life and death over the citizens. As the conful refufed 
to receive it, and the aflembly with loud clamours oppofed his, 
resignation, he departed, declaring, that he intended to diveft 
himfelf of the badges of the imperial dignity in the temple of 
Concord* and thence to feek a private retirement in his bro- 
ther's houfe. But the people, fenfibly affe&ed with this dole- 
ful fcene, declared with one voice againft his withdrawing to a 
private dwelling, called him back to the palace, and even {hut 
up every other way. Hereupon, not knowing what to do, nor 
how to proceed, he returned to the palace s . But as the ru- 
mour had already flown all over the city, that Vitellius had ab- 
dicated the empire > all the principal fenators, great numbers of 
knights, with the city guards and thofe of the night-watch, 
crowded to the houfe of Flavius Sabinus. Thither news was 
brought them, that Vitellius, encouraged by the people and 
his German guards, was returned to the palace. As Sabinus had 
advanced too far to retreat, all who were about him advifed him 
to take arms, and force Vitellius to ft and to the treaty he had 
made. Sabinus, though of himfelf hefitating and backward ( Y), 

yielded 

* Tacit, c. 60— 69. Suet. c. 15. Dio. 1. Ixv. p. 740. 

(Y) The nQbility of Rome did all that lay in their power to roufe 
Flanjius Sabinus, and encourage him to (hare with the other general* 

l»f the party, the glory of placing his brother upon the throne. A* 

he. 
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yielded to their advice j but fome of the boldeft of FtidEtuU men 
meeting him as he advanced to the palace, attacked with great 
refolution, and put him to flight. Sabinus under this diftrefe He retires 
had no other refource but to (hut himfelf up in the capitol j to *&* c*?. 
which he did accordingly, with a fmall number of foldiers, fome t***? 9 
fenators, and a few Roman knights. The foldiers of Vitellius 
immediately inverted the capitol, but with ftations lb loofe and 
ill-guarded, that Sabinus, during the dead of the night, found 
means to acquaint Primus with his danger, and to caufc his 
own children Sabinus and Clemens , and his brother's fon Domi- 
nant to be brought to him. The next morning, as foon as 
day began to dawn, before hoftilities were committed on either 
fide, Sabinus fent Cornelius Martialis*, a centurion of the firft 
rank, to put Vitellius in mind of the treaty, and expoftulate 
with him about his thus violating fuch folemn ftipulations. Vi- 
tellius threw the whole fault upon the foldiers, whofe ardour he 
faid, it was not in his power to reftrain. He even warned 
Martialis to retire by a private way, that he might not be aflaf- 
finated by the foldiers,. as the mediator of a peace which they 
abhorred. He was fcarce returned to the capitol, when ViteU Tfa capitol 
lius's foldiers approached, and began the attack with great fury, beftegtd* 
The befieged, with fliowers of ftones and tiles, ftrove to over- 
whelm the aggreflbrs j but the latter, advancing boldly to the 

he was governor of Rome, the cohorts there immediately depended 
upon him, and confequently would not fail to join ; and moft of the 
fenators offered to affift him with their flaves. The cohorts re- 
maining with Vitellius were few, and thofe quite diflieartened with 
difmal tidings, from all quarters. The populace were wavering ; 
and from them, if he once prefented himfelf as their head, he would 
find the fame flattery and zeal, which they had fliewn for Vitellius y 
inftantly turned upon Vefpafian. With thefe and the like reafon- 
ings, the grandees of Rome ftrove to roufe Sabinus, but could not by 
any means prevail upon him to take arms ; and hence fome enter- 
tained private fufpicions again ft him, as if through malignity and 
emulation he ftudied to thwart the deiigns formed in behalf of his 
brother. For Fla<vius Sabinus was both elder than Vcfpajian, and 
greatly furpaffed him in wealth and reputation. He was even be- 
lieved to have upheld his brother's credit otherwife finking, and for 
the money lent him to have received in pledge his houfc and poflcf- 
fions. Hence, though between them an appearance of unanimity 
fubfirted, private grudges were apprehended to remain. But our 
hiftorian is of opinion, that Sabinus, naturally merciful and gentle, 
abhorred all daughter and fpilling of blood ; and therefore frequently 
conferred with Vitellius about the means of rcftoring public peace, 
and laying down arms by mutual agreement and treaty (6.2), 

(62) Mm, c. 64. 
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very gates of the citadel, fet fire to them, and muft have entered, 
had not Sabinus pulled* down the ftatues on all hands, and, with 
thefe glorious monuments of antiquity, raifed in the very en- 
trance a new wall. Then they ft rove to force a paflage from 
the oppofite avenues of the capitol, climbing over the conti- 
guous buildings, which, during a long peace, had been fuffered 
to be raifed to the height of the foundations of the capitol. Here 
the aflault was clofe and fierce ; and the adjoining roofs being 
fet on fire, whether by the aflailants or the befieged is uncertain, 
the flame fpread from thence to the porticoes of the capitol ; and 
being there nourifhed by the timber, which was very old, fpread 
every way with terrible impetuofity; nor did the conflagration 
ceafe, till that glorious and ftately edifice was burnt to the ground 
and laid in afhes ; the moft deplorable misfortune, fays Tacitus, 
that had happened fince the founding of the city, and to the Ro~ 
man people the moft reproachful, fince by them, and not by a 
foreign enemyj the facred feat of the great Jupiter, reared by 
their anceftors with folemn benedictions and aufpices, as the 
pledge and centre of future empire, was thus impioufly profaned 
and reduced to afhes *. 

While the capitol was yet burning, Vitellius's bands, burft- 
ing in, put all who oppofed them to the fword : of thefe the 
moft fignal were Cornelius Martialis, Mmilius Pacenfts, Caf- 
perius Niger, and Didius Scava. Flavius Sab'mus and £>uinc~ 
tius Atticus the conful, were taken and loaded with irons. The 
reft, by divers ftratagems, efcaped, having learnt the word by 
which the foldiers of Vitellius were diftinguifhed by one another. 
Young Domitian was faved by the contrivance of one of his 
freedmen, under the difguife of a linen robe, as if he had be- 
longed to the tribe of the priefts who offered facrifices in the 
capitol (Z). Sabinus and Atticus were carried to Vitellius , who 
did all that lay in his power to appeafe the fury of the populace 

1 Tacit, c. 70—72. 

1 

( Z) Domitian pafling among the facrificers undiscovered to the 
houfe of Cornelius Primus, a dependent of his father's, near the 
place called Velabrum, lay there concealed, till Rome was taken by 
Primus. He afterwards, in the reign of his father, demoliflied the 
houfe where he had lain concealed, and raifed upon the place a 
fmall chapel dedicated to Jupiter the proteflor, with an altar, and 
the account of his adventure engraved upon marble. When he ar- 
rived at the fovereignty, he erected a vail temple facred to Jupiter 
the guardian, with himfclf held in the arms of the god {63). 



(63) Idt/n, e. 74. 
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and foldiery, crying aloud for their execution. They were 
chiefly incenfed againft Sabinus; and therefore, inftead of Andmur^ 
hearkening to the emperor's in treaties, they run him through dercd. 
in his prefence ; then cutting off his head, dragged his trunk 
through the ftreets to the Sea la Gemonia:, where the bodies of 
malefactors were ufuaJIy expofed. He had, for the fpace df 
five-and-thirty years, carried arms for the common- wealth, had 
governed Mcefia feven years, and Rome twelve, bearing both 
in peace and war a fignal reputation. The only failing, which 
even his enemies could object to him, was his taJkativenefs. As 
to the innocence of his life and juftice of his actions, he was al- 
together blamelefs. All agree, that before Vefpajian became 
emperor, Sabinus was looked upon as the chief ornament of the 
Flavian family , and the fup port of Vefpaftan hirhfelf, Who was 
iris younger brother : when the people demanded the doom of 
the conful Atticus, Vitellius perfifted in oppofing them, being 
entirely reconciled to him, in regard of his openly confefling, 
that he had fet fire to the capitol ; and by thus afliiming the 
odium of the crime, though the whole was by fome thought a 
fiction, acquitted as innocent the party of Vitellius. About the £ uc i u3 
fame time, Lucius Vitellius, the emperor's brother, defeated Vitellius 
in Campania the marines, who had declared for Vefpajian, and fa jr. es x C r- 
retook Terracina. Six fmall galleys efcaped, and in one of racina. 
them Apollinaris commander of the fleet. All the other veflels 
werefeized by the £hore, or, furcharged by the flying crowd, 
funk to the bottom, jfulianus, who had been fent by Vitellius 
to reclaim the fleet, and had gone over to Vefpajian , was taken 
prifoner, and by Lucius's orders firft inhumanly fcourged and 
then executed. Had Vitellius's men, now elated with fuccefe, 
proceeded directly to Rome, a dreadful ftruggle muft have en- 
fued; nor could it have been decided without the deftru&ion 
of the city. But while Lucius was deliberating, whether he 
ftiould return forthwith to Rome, or purfue the reduction of 
Campania, the troops of Primus, informed of the danger of p r j mU3 
Sabinus, haftened to his relief. Pctilius Cerealis, one nearly ma rcbes ta 
allied to Vefpajian, and a commander of no mean character, Rome, 
upon the firft news that the capitol was befieged, was font for- 
ward with a thoufand horfe, and ordered to cro fs the Sabine 
territories and enter Rome through the Salarian way. Primus 
himfelf advanced along the great Flaminian road, and when 
the night was far fpent, arrived at a place called the Red Rocks. 
There he received difmal tidings, that Sabinus was murdered, 
the capitol reduced to afhes, the city under dreadful confirma- 
tion, the populace and flaves all under arms for Vitellius* 
Vol. XIV. U u Sec. 
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Viteilius 
fends em- 

tajfadors 
to treat of 
an accom- 
modation. 



Primus'/ 
anfvotr. 



&c. (A). P etili us Cerealis * meeting not far from the city a parry 
of the enemy, attacked them brifkly, but was by them received 
with equal refolution, and, after a long and bloody conteft, put 
to flight and purfued as far as Fidena, This fuccefs heightened 
the zeal and partiality of the people for Viteilius j they betook 
themfclves to arms, moft of them fnatching up whatever fell 
firft in their way, and, thus armed, demanded to be led out 
againft the enemy. Viteilius commended their zeal, but at the 
fame time fent embafladors both to Cerealis and Primus to re- 
new the former treaty. The foldiers of Cerealis infulted the 
deputies, and even wounded the praetor Arulenus Rujlicm, t 
man of great merit and diftin&ion, and flew his principal 
lienor, for daring to open a palTage through the croud • Thofe 
who went to Primus were better received. They were attend- 
ed by the Vejlal virgins, who brought letters from Viteilius to 
Primus^ wherein the emperor defired, that the battle, which 
was to be the laft, might be fufpended for one day, fince during 
that interval all things might be eafily accommodated. Primus 
difmifled the virgins with all demonftratidns of honour ; but to 
Viteilius returned anfwer, that, by the murder of Sabinus and 
the burning of the capitol, all means of ending the war by 

(A) Primus** forces might have reached Rome before the capitol 
was befieged ; but, inttead of purfuing their march to the city after 
they had left Narnia, they diverted themfelves at Ocriculum, now 
OtricoJi, in celebrating the annual feaft of Saturn, which lailed 
many days. There were not wanting fome, who on this occafion 
entertained fufpicions of Primus, and charged him, as if, through 
treachery, he thus lingered, in confequence of the letters fecretly 
fent him from Vitelline with offers of the confulfhip and of his 
daughter then marriageable, and with her a mighty fortune, as the 
rewards of revolting from Vcfpafian. Others alledged, that all this 
charge was no more than a fiction, and that it was a refolution con- 
certed among ft all the leaders, rather to terrify the city with a ter- 
rible difplay of war, than to carry the war thither, fince the chief 
ftrength of the praetorian bands had already deferted Viteilius, who 
was hkewife precluded from receiving any reinforcements ; fo that it 
was pre fumed he would quietly yield up the empire. But the true 
caufe of fo prepofterous delay was f according to our hiftorian, their 
waiting the coming of Mucianus, who was advancing full march 
with the forces of the cad, and by frequent letters retarded the mo- 
tion of the conquering army, being ftung with envy at the fuccefs 
of Primus, and thinking that he mould be deprived of all fhareift 
the glory of the war, were he not prefent at the entry into Rtmt. 
But the news, that the capitol was befieged, roufed Primus, and 
put the whole army in motion (74). 



(74.) Idem, c. 78). 
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treaty were cut off (B). The embafladors were fcarce gone, 
when the whole army moved, advancing in three bodies to the 
walls of Rome y where the forces of Vttellius expected them, 
divided likewife into three bodies. The weak and unwarlike 
populace was routed at the firft onfet ; but Vitellius's other 
troops, Tallying out againft the enemy as they approached the 
walls of the city, attacked them with a fury hardly to be ex- 
prefled. Primus's men flood their ground with equal refolution 
and intrepidity ; fo that the. moft cruel and bloody battle enfued 
that the Romans had ever fuftained. The conflict lafted feveral 
hours with various fuccefs ; but in the end proved favourable to 
Primus's men, as fuperior in the abilities of their leaders. The VitelliusV 
Vitellians were with great (laughter driven into the city, where f« driven 
they affembled again ; and, though vanquifhed and routed, re- in *° 
newed the battle with frefh vigour, and continued it to the dofe a & i 
of the day. The people gathered about the combatants as (pec- 
tators ; and as if they had been only attending the reprefentation 
of a fight exhibited for public amufement, they fometimes 
favoured one party, fometimes another, with theatrical ihouts 
and clappings : nay, as often as either fide turned their backs, 
or particulars fled into houfes, or concealed themfelves in {hops, 
they infifted upon their being dragged out and flain. The peo- 
ple, as Tacitus obferves, were fo little affected with this tragical 
ipeclacle, that at the fame time were feen in one place cruel 
conflicts and bleeding wounds ; in another luxurious banquet- 
ing and voluptuous revellings ; every-where dreams of blood 
and heaps of carcafes ; and hard by wanton debauchees and lewd 
harlots : in fhort, all the abominations of a moft diflblute and 
riotous peace, and all the barbarities of a moft dreadful and 
cruel captivity. Primus's men, having in the end prevailed and ffr/ Jr '^ * g 
made themfelves mafters of the city, marched in the next place takennvitb 
to ftorm the camp of the praetorian guards, whither the moft the cataf. 
determined amongft the enemy had retired. As they confidered 
the camp as their laft hope and refource, they exerted their ut- 
moft efforts in defending it ; and, though in number inferior, 
often repulfed the aggreffors ; and at length, when the gates, 
in fpite of all oppofition, were burft open, uniting together, 

(B) Mufohius Rvfus, by rank a Roman knight, by profeflion a 
Stoic, joining himfelf to the embafladors, endeavoured, by pfrilofo-r 
phical difcourfes about the advantages of peace and the dangers at* 
tending war, to quell the fury of men in arms ; but was derided by 
fomc, outragcoufly infuitcd by others, and at lalfc, partly by menace9 ? 
parti j by the perfuafions of the more moderate, prevailed upon tQ 
forbear his unleafonable leflbns of wifdom (75). 

(75) ldem % c. 8r. 

V u ? they 
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they made a laft effort 5 but being overpowered by numbers, 
they all fell, facing the enemy and wounded only before n , 
Vitellius Vitellius, feeing the city taken, caufed himfelf to be con- 
abandons veyed in a chair through the back part of the palace to his wife's 
the palace, houfe upon mount Aventine, with a de/ign to He there conceal- 
but returns e( j during the day, and fly by night to his brother, then at 
to st. Terracina. But as to one who is under dread, and fears all 

things, the prefent affairs feem moft dangerous, he foon changed 
his mind and returned to the palace. Suetonius writes, that he 
altered his refolution upon a groundlefs and uncertain report, 
that a treaty and a peace was concluded. Be that as it will, he 
found the palace now quite defolate and abandoned ; all his flaves 
and domeftics having Hipped away, or carefully avoiding to meet 
him- Terrified with the difmal folitude and fdence, he tried 
to enter feveral apartments ; but finding them all fhut, and be- 
ing at laft weary with fuch miferable and folitary wandering to 
and fro, he thruft himfelf into the porter's lodge, and concealed 
himfelf behind the bed. In the mean time, a party of Primus's 
He is ((if- men entering the place, fearehed all places and corners, till at 
<o*veredt j a {| t h e y difcovered the emperor and dragged him out. As they 

knew him not, they inquired who he was, and whether he 
could acquaint them what was become of Vitellius. He de- 
ceived them at firft; but being foon known by Julius Placidus, 
tribune of a pnetorian band, lie pretended to have matters of 
the utmoft importance to impart to Vefpafian, and with great 
earneftnefs begged to be kept, though it were in prifon, till his 
arrival. But the tribune and foldiers, deaf to all intreaties, tied 
forthwith his hands behind him, threw a halter about his neck, 
rent all his apparel, and dragged him half-naked into the forum 
lnfultcd by through the great flxeet called the Sacred Way, forcing him, 
thepopu- with their fwords pointed at his throat, to hold up his head, and 
fen, prefent his face to the indignities offered him by the rabble, who 

now reviled him in a moft outrageous manner. They forced 
him to behold his own ftatues thrown down, and to view the 
place where Galba had been murdered. While he was thus 
haled along, a German foldier meeting him, drew his fvvord 
and difcharged a violent blow, whether at Vitellius to revenge 
fome former injury, or at the tribune, or to releafe the empe- 
ror from infill ts and derifion, Is uncertain. The tribune's car 
he aclually cut off, and was himfelf inftantly flain. Vitellius 
they pufhed forward, the populace the whole time upbraiding 
him with his gluttony, his target of Minerva, his lewdnefs, 
and even the imperfections of his body; for he was enormoufly 

l ' Idem, c. 73— ? T . Dio. I. lxv. p. 742. Suet. c. 15. Joseph. 
bell. J ud. 1, iv. c. 4 2. 

tali 
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tall, corpulent, and fomewhat lame, having been hurt by a 
chariot, while he was attending Caligula at the races in the 
circus. He bore all the infuks and indignities offered him with- 
out uttering a fingle word, except to the tribune, to whom, 
while be treated him in a manner altogether unbecoming, he 
anfwered, that neverthelefs he had been his emperor. They 
dragged him at laft to the Gemonia* the common charnel of 
malefactors, wbere the body of Flcvius Sabhius had lain ex- 
pofed, and there with many wounds put an end to his unhappy Andexc~ 
life. His head was cut off, and carried on a pole through the cute J. 
chief ftreets of the city. His body was dragged with a hook, 
and with all poflible ignominy thrown into the Tiber* but after- 
wards buried by his widow Galeria Fundana. Thus died 
jlulus Vitellius, the ninth emperor of Rome, according to fbme 
in the fifty-fourth, according to others in the fifty-eighth, 
year of his age, after having reigned a year, wanting ten or 
twelve days, from the time he was proclaimed emperor at Co* 
logn* and eight months and a few days after the death of Otho. 
He was raifed to the firft dignities in the ftate by no parts or 
merit of his own, but in regard of the luftre of his family, 
which was one of the moft confpicuous in Rome. By his ex- 
travagant bounties and largefles, he gained the affections both 
of the foldiery and people. Of the former, many adhered to him 
with unfhaken fidelity to the laft, tho', in the opinion of our 
hiftorian, he had not one good quality to recommend him to 
fuch as wifhed well to the republic, having been ftained, even 
from his tender years, with all manner of crimes and moft infa- 
mous and abominable iniquities w . The day being already far 
fpent, the fenate could not be aflcmbled, the fenators and ma- 
giftrates having either privately withdrawn from the city, or 
concealed themfelves in the houfes of their dependents. Domi- 
tiati 9 apprehending now no further danger, prefented himfelf 
to the leaders of the party, and was by the foldiers thronging Domitian 
about him faluted Cafar, and by them conducted in a kind of f a l u * e <i 
triumph to his father's houfe. Casfar. 

In the mean time, Lucius Vitellius was with his cohorts ad* 
vancing from Terracirta to the relief of his brother. The ca^ 
valry was therefore fen t forward to dricia y and the legions or- 
dered to advance to Bovilla:. But Lucius was no fooner in- Lucius 
formed of the unhappy doom of the emperor, than he furrcn- VitelHua 
dered himfelf and his bands to the pleafurc of the conquerors, furrenders 
The foldiers were difarmcd and led through the city, guarded himfelf 
on each fide by files of armed men, without betraying a fup- aft « hi* 
pliant look, or dropping a mean cxpreflion, though outrageouAy froo t s f 

is put to 

w Tacit, c. 85, 86. Suet, c 4, 5, 15, 18. Dio. p. 743. death - 
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infulted by the mocking and petulant vulgar. They were all 
committed to prifon, but foon after releafed. As for Vitellius % 
he was put to death; a punifhment which he well deferved, 
being no lefs addicted to all kinds of vices than his brother. But 
for all his vices, he wanted neither courage nor activity, and 
fupported the caufe widi great refolution and vigilance *. By 
the death of the emperor and his brother, war was rather feen 
to ceafe, than peace to commence ; for the conquerors, conti- 
nuing in arms, hunted all over the city after the conquered, 
filling with carnage and mangled bodies the ftreets, the places of 
public refort, the temples, and even the private houfes, which 
they burft open and pillaged, pretending, that there fome Vi» 
Tbtmifc- tellians were concealed. The indigent part of the populace 
Talle con- failed not to join the foldiers in the general violence and fpoil ; 
ditum of f Q t hat on all hands nothing was heard but difmal complaints and 
toe city. outcries, and nothing (een but the dreadful calamities of a city 

llormed and facked. Domitian y who already enjoyed the name 
and refidence of Cafar, inftead of ft riving to check the in fa- 
ience of the foldiery, attended his infamous pleafures, and only 
by his difTolute life fhewed himfelf the fon of an emperor, Pri- 
musy in whofe hands the whole power was lodged , made ufe of 
it only to plunder more freely, being wholly taken up in con- 
veying from the palace treafure, moveables, and domeftic flaves, 
as if he were ftill feizing the fpoil of Cremona. When the fury 
Tbefo<ve- °f tne foldiers began to abate, the fenate met, and confirmed 
Teignty of the fovereignty of Vefpajian* decreeing to him with great ala- 
Vcfpafian crity all the titles and prerogatives ever inverted in former 
nrAnacw- princes. They declared him conful, giving him his fon Titus 
hdgtd by for collegue in that dignity : Domitian they honoured with the 
the fenate. praetorfhip and confular authority : they prefcnted Primus with 

the confular ornr.ments, and Cornelius Fufcus and Arrius Varus 
with thofe of the prxtorfhip. All thefe decrees were palled at 
the motion of Valerius JJiaticus* conful elect v. 

During thefe commotions in Italy, the Batavians revolted, 
under the conduct of the celebrated Claudius Civilis; but of the 
caufcs and events of this war, which continued long, we (hall 
The Da- fpeak in the following reign. The people of Dacia too rofe up 
cian3/» in arms; a people never well-affected to the Romans % and then 
mrrr.s are by no forces reft rained, fince the army was withdrawn out of 
fMcttfdhy JUIaefaJ They ftormcd the winter quarters of the auxiliary co- 
fclucianus horts, palTcd the Danube* and were proceeding to demoiifh the 

entrenchments of the legions, when Mucianus happened to 
march through Mccfia with the forces of the eaft. As that 
commander was already apprifed of the victory at Cremona , he 
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detached the fixth legion to oppofe the barbarians, and appointed 
Fontetus slgrippa governor of Mccfta* with part of the troops 
which had furrendered at Cremona , and which it was thought 
advifeable to engage in a foreign war, that they might not difturb 
domeftic peace, Agrippa obliged the enemy to repa(s the Da- 
nube \ and, to prevent any farther attempts of the like nature, 
built a great number of forts on the banks of the Danube* and 
ftrengthened them with numerous earifons. In Pontus like- Dijlur- 
wife great difturbances were raifed oy one Anicetus* formerly bances in 
freedman to king Polcmon y under him in great power, and Pontus. 
commander of the royal navy. As he was highly provoked 
againft the Romans for changing the kingdom into a province, 
which happened in the reign of Nero, and by that means de- 
priving him of all his authority, he laid hold of the prefent op- 
portunity, and, levying forces under colour of aflifting Vitellius y 
feized the city of Trebixohd, burnt the fleet which guarded the 
coafts, and, entering into an alliance with the neighbouring 
barbarians, fcoured the fea with fcorn and infult, and com- 
mitted dreadful ravages on the coafts of AJia. Againft him Vef- 
pafian fent a choice body of legionaries, under the command of 
virdius Geminus, an officer diftinguifhed in war ; who, attack- 
ing the enemy while they were roving about In queft of booty, 
drove them into their veflels; then, with fome galleys built with 
great expedition, chaced Anicetus into the mouth of the river 
Cbobus 9 where he relied upon the. protection of Sedochus king of 
the Lazians, a people of Colchis. That prince feemed at firft 
determined to defend his ally ; but, as foon as a reward for his 
treachery was propofed and a war threatened, he betrayed Ani- Anicetin 
cetus and all his followers to the conqueror. Thus ended that taken* 
fervile war; and Vefpafian received an account of the fuccefs 
which had attended his arms, a few days before the joyful 
tidings were brought him of the great victory gained by his forces 
at Cremona ' 1 '* 

* Tacit. 1. Hi. c. 46, 47. 
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From the death of Vitellius, to the death of Do- 
mi tiaa, the laji of the twelve Caefars, in 'whom 
ended the Flavian family. 



fbe de- 
fcent 

hirtby and 
actions of 

Vefpaiian, 

before he 
attained 
the fo<ve~ 
reign ty. 



TH E Flavian family, now raifed to the higheft pitch of 
grandeur, was no- ways confpicuous, either for its luftre 
or antiquity. Titus Flavius* the emperor's grandfather, was a 
citizen of .Reate y now Rieti, in the country of the Sabines; 
and in the civil wars between Cafar and Pompey, ferved under 
the latter in quality of centurion, but returned home after the 
battle of Pharfalia ; and, having obtained his pardon, betook 
himfelf to the mean employment of collecting taxes, under the 
farmers of the public revenue. His fon, Titus Flavius Sabinus 9 
followed the fame profeffion, and acquitted himfelf in it with fuch 
integrity, that by feveral cities of Afta* where he was collector of 
the tax called quadragefima* ftatues were erected to him with 
this infcription, To the honeji publican. Afterwards he with- 
drew into the country of the ttelvetit 9 where he acquired a 
considerable fortune by lending money upon intereft. He mar- 
ried Vefpafia Polla 9 whofe father had been military tribune and 
prefect of the camp ; and had by her two children, Sabinus, of 
whom we hav,e fpoken above, and Vefpajian 9 who was born on 
the feventeenth of November of the ninth year of the common 
chriftian aera ; that is, five years before the death of Augtiflm ; fo 
that he was raifed to the empire in the fixtieth year of his age. 
He was, amongft many other new men chafen from the mu- 
nicipal towns, from the colonies, and even from the provinces, 
admitted into the fcnate by the emperor Caligula. He indeed 
at firfl declined that dignity, but was at laft, in a manner, con- 
ftraincd by his mother to accept it. He afterwards ferved in 
quality of military tribune in Thrace* was quxftor of the pro- 
vinces of Cyvcne and Crete* sEdile, and praetor. He attended 
the emperor Claudius into Britain^ where he diftinguifhed 
himfelf, though only tribune of a legion, in a very eminent 
manner, as we have related in the reign of that prince. He was 
conful during the twolaft months of the eleventh year of Clau- 
dius** reign, and by A r cro appointed governor of Africa in quality 

of 
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of proconful he married Flavia Domitilla* a native of Africa* 
at firft flave to Statilius Capella* but afterwards manumifed 
and made free of the city. By her he had two Tons, Titus and 
Domitian* who reigned after him, and one daughter, named 
Domitilla* who died, as did alfo her mother, before his ao 
ce/Eon to the empire. Vefpajian was, as 'Tacitus obferves a 
of alJ the emperors the only one by power changed for the bet- 
ter. While he was in a private ftation, he ufed to court the 
favour of the princes by the meaneft flattery. During his prae- 
torfhip he begged leave to exhibit extraordinary fports in honour 
of Caligula* on account of the. pretended victory in Germany \ 
He was one of the few fycophants who were of opinion, that 
thofe who were faid to have confpired againft that prince fliould 
be publicly executed, and that their bodies fliould be left unbu- 
ried. In the prefence ot the whole fenate he returned Caligula 
thanks for having done him the honour of inviting him to his 
table. He was chiefly indebted to NarciJJiis* the freedman of 
Claudius* for the confulfliip, and the two facerdotal dignities 
which he enjoyed ; what dignities thefe were, we are no- where 
told. After the death of Narciffus* his great patron, he with- 
drew and led a private life, dreading the violent fpir it of Agrip- 
pina* who bore an irreconcileable hatred to that minifter and 
all his friends. It was therefore probably after her death , that 
he was by Nero appointed proconful of Africa* in which govern- 
ment he acquitted himfelf, according to Suetonius a , with ho- 
nour and integrity ; according to Tacitus b , with ignominy and 
public hatred. The former writer acknowledges, that, during 
a fedition at Adrumetum* he was outrageoufly infulted by the po- 
pulace \ and, on the other hand, it is well known, that no pro- 
vince efpoufed the caufe of Vitellius* and oppofed the prefer- 
ment of Vefpajian* with more ardour than that ot Africa \ a 
manifeft proof that his government had not been popular. Soon 
after his return from Africa* his affairs being in a bad condition 
and hrs credit at ftake, he was obliged to mortgage his houfe 
and poflefixons to his brother Sabinus* and in the mean time to 
fupport himfelf and his family with the meaiv.gain he earned 
by felling and changing horfes, nay, and by other means ftill 
more unworthy; for he was convicted of having extorted from 
a young knight the fumof two hundred thoufand fcfterccs, for 
employing his intereft in procuring him a place in the fenate, 
againft the inclination and exprefs will of his father. He at- 
tended Nero into Achala* where he incurred that prince's dif- 
pleafure, and was forbid the court, for his inattention while the 
emperor was finging ; a crime, which had nigh coft him his life 



a Suet, in Vefp. c. 4. b Tacit. 1. ii. c. 37. 
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at Rome, as we have related elfe where. Hereupon he withdrew 
into the country, and there led a life altogether private and re- 
tired, expecting every moment his laft doom, when he was, con- 
trary to his expectation, named by Nero to command in the war 
againfl: the Jews, as a perfon of great military abilities^ and one, 
who, on account of his mean extraction, gave him no umbrage. 
He was therefore fent into Judaa with three legions, eight 
fquadrons of horfe, and ten auxiliary cohorts, his fon Thus 
Hts cha- ferving under him in quality of his lieutenant. In the courfe 
racier as D f that war, which proved fo fatal to the Jewijb nation, Vef* 
a general. p a f tan acquired fignal reputation. In every duty incumbent upon 

a leader, or even a foldier, he was indefatigable: it was he who 
always led the march ; he who always chofe the ground for in- 
camping. Upon confultations and difpatches he fpent nights 
and days, and was ever ready upon any exigency to encounter 
the enemy hand to hand. His diet was fuch as chance prefented. 
In his garb and drefs he varied little from a common foldier. 
In fhort, had he been exempt from avarice, he would have 
equalled the moft famous commanders of antient times. With 
that vice he is charged by mod writers ; among the reft by Ta- 
cttusy who owed to him his firft promotion in the ftate ; but 
neverthelefs declares, as becomes an impartial hiftorian, againft 
admitting perfon al hatred or affection in the characters of men. 
After the death of Nero and Galba, while Otho and Vitellius 
were contending for the fovereignty, he began to cherifli hopes 
of obtaining it himfelf, relying on feveral prodigies, prophecies, 
and propitious relponfes of oracles (C)„ Of the many predicti- 
ons, 

(C) The antients take notice of many prodigies prefaging his fu- 
ture grandeur. In his grounds, fays Tacitus (io\ while he was in 
the bloom of his age, a cyprefs-tree, fignally tall, fell fuddenly; 
but the day following rofe again, and relumed frelh growth and ver- 
dure ; which was, according to the concurring teltimonies of the 
foothfayers, an omen of extraordinary grandeur in the ftate ; ycc 
at firft the whole prefage feemed to have been literally fulfilled by 
his being honoured with the triumphal ornaments, which he acquired 
by his conduct in Britain ; by his bearing the 4'g n i c y °f conful, and 
by his renown in vanquishing die Jews . But when he had patted 
through thofe honours, he began to believe, that the empire was 
the tiling prefaged. He was confirmed in this belief by the anfwer 
returned him by Bxfilida % prieft of the god Carmcl, fo called from 
mount Camt?l 9 on which ftood the altar of that deity ; a deity, as Ta~ 
a:u< obferve.% not dilHnguifhed by any ftatucor temple, but only by 
;;n altar. As» Fejpufian offered facrifice there, and was entertaining 
^rcac hopes and views, Bajilidcs the prielt, having diligently fur* 
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ons, that of Jofephus the hiftorian is the moft famous, who fa 
Juted Vefpafian with the title of emperor even in Nero's reign, 
and affured him, lie fhould be foon in veiled with the fbvereign 
power. His prediction is mentioned not only by himfelf c , but 
lilcewife by Suetonius d , who tells us, that Jofephus? being by 
Vefpafian* s orders put in irons, boldly affirmed, that in a fhort 
time he fhould by him be fet at liberty; but that he fhould be 
emperor firft. However, that the empire was by the dark laws 
of fate, by predictions, and prophecies, foretold and ordained 
to Vefpafian and his fons> was, fays Tacitus^ what we believed, 
after we had feen them emperors c . Vefpafian^ being encour- 
aged by Mucianus* governor of Syria y by Tiberius dlexarider % 
governor of Egypt y and by all his officers, not to neglect the 
prefent opportunity, while two competitors, of all men the moft 
unworthy, were contending for the empire, he at length yielded, 
as we have already related, and was proclaimed emperor at hacknow- 
Alexandria on the firft of July of the fixty-ninth year of the Udged em- 
chriftian sera ; on the third of the fame month in Jud&a 9 where peror in 
he then was; on the fifteenth in Syria \ and a few days after in tb* eaftern 
all the provinces of the eaft. He was not in himfelf any- ways provinces. 
changed by fo fudden and fo mighty a turn of fortune : no lofti- 
nefs appeared in his afpe<£r, no arrogance, nor any new behavi- 
our, under his new character. He immediately rewarded his 
friends, raifing fome to military commands, others to be gover- 
nors of provinces, fe vera! to the rank of fenators, moft of them 
men of fignal merit and renown, and who afterwards acquired 
the higheft honours in the ftate. As he thought it below him 
to court the foldiers by largefles, he promifed them no greater 
donative in the heat of the civil war, than had been given chem 
by others during full peace. In the council which he efrablifhed 
at Berytus for the direction of all momentous affairs, it was re- 
folved, that Titus fhould purfue the war againft the Jews, and 

c Joseph, bell. Jud. 1. v. c. i z. d SusT. c. e. c Tacit. 
1. i c. 85. & 1. ii. c. 78. 

veyed the intrails, addrefTed him thus: Whatever defign it is which 
you meditate, O Ycjpajiav, whether to build a houfc, or extend your 
domains, or to inlarge your train of Haves, to you is granted a 
mighty and large fccrjeinent, infinite bounds, and multitudes of 
men. Thefe myfterious words were immediately fpread abroad by 
fame, and by all explained as prefacing the empire to Vtfpaftan. 
Many refponfes of oracles and prodigies of the like nature, are re- 
lated by Suetonius ( 1 1 ), and Dion Cajfius (12); but wc mall not tref- 
pafs upon the patience of our readers with a detail of them. 

( 1 1) Suet, in Prfp. c 5. (\ 2) Dio. I lxvi. p 744. 
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Mucianus march with part of the forces againft Vitellius. But 
Titus undertook nothing till the next year; and Antonius iVz- 
mus, with the Illyrian army, defeated the troops of Vitellius 
before the arrival of Mucianus, made himfelf m after of Rome 
and all Italy, and caufed the unhappy emperor to be publicly 
executed as a common criminal : all which tranfa&ions we have 
already related at length. In the mean time, Vefpafian, having 
pailed fome time at Antioch, the capital of Syria, proceeded 
from thence to Egypt, where he received the joyful tidings of 
the victory gained by Primus at Cremona. Hereupon he batt- 
ened to Alexandria, with a defign to diftrefs Rome by famine, 
fince from Egypt chiefly the city was fupplied with corn. He 
was at the fame time preparing to invade Africa by fea and land, 
in order to bring upon the enemy, by intercepting their provi- 
Rtm'ws fions, the calamity of hunger, with that of diflenfion. But, 
news of in the mean time, many perfons of all ranks and degrees ar- 
tbefate of rived from Italy, to acquaint him with the fate and fall of Vi- 
Vitellius. tellius; which were no fooner known, than multitudes flocked 

from all quarters, notwithftanding it was then winter, to court 
the favour of the new emperor; infomuch, that Alexandria, 
the greater! city of the empire after Rome, proved too fmall for 
the vaft numbers of embaffadors, deputies, noblemen, officers, 
C5* c. who flocked thither. Among the reft, embafiadors arrived 
from Vologefes king of Parthia, who offered toaflifthim with 
forty thoufand Parthian horfe. Vefpafian returned him thanks, 
and, defiring he would fend embaffadors to the fenate, ac- 
quainted him, that the commonwealth was re-eftabli filed in 
peace f . The news of the death of Vitellius made Vefpafian 
alter his mcafures ; for inftead of diftrefling the city, which had 
already proclaimed him emperor, with famine, he difpatched 
thither a great number of veffels laden with corn ; which ar- 
rived very feafonably, there not being at that time remaining in 
all the public ftorcs above ten days provifion of grain g . As 
the winter- feafon was far advanced, Vefpafian continued fomc 
months at Alexandria, waiting a fafe paffage from the gentle 
weather returning with the fummer. 
Mucianus In the mean time, Mucianus arrived at Rome, according to 
wives at Jofcpbus h , the day after the death of Vitellius, and in a moment 
Rome. drew to himfelf, as he had been inverted by Vefpafian with an 

uncontroulcd power, the whole fway. Licinius Mucianm 
Huiha- waSj accorc ii n g to the character which Tacitus has drawn of 

him, a man remarkable for a ftrangc combination of good and 
bad qualities ; luxury and vigilance, haughtinefs and complaif- 

f Idem, 1. iv. c. 51. Joseph, ibid. 1. iv. c. 42. c D10. 
Val. p. 702. Tacit, ibid. ,l Joseph, bell. 1. iv. c. 42. 
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ance; when unemployed, excefiively voluptuous; of infinite 
abilities and activity, when bufinefs required them. Hence his 
equal fhare of praife and reproach ; as a public minuter admired, 
as a private voluptuary condemned. He was a great matter in 
the feveral arts of engaging, an able orator, wel 1 verfed in ci v il 
affairs, prompt in forefeeing events, dexterous at concerting 
fchemes, mighty in credit with thofe who were above him, un- 
der him, or in equal authority with him ; in fhort, fuch a man 
as could ealier create an emperor than be one. V ".fpafian^ as 
he was chiefly indebted to him for the empire, upon his depar- 
ture for Italy, invefted him with an unlimited power, and is 
even faid to have trufted him with his fignet, as if he had been 
his partner in the fovcreignty. Hence, upon his arrival at 
Rome, he was by all looked upon and revered, rather as the 
emperor's collegue, than as a fubordinate minifter. Quite funk 
was the power of Antonius Primus and jfrrius V lrus, whom 
Vefpajian had already appointed captain of the praetorian guards. 
As Mucianus could not well difTemble his animofity towards & heart 
them, the city immediately turned her back upon her late fa- «*™*rf*l 
vourites, and devoted herfelf to the new minion. To him^*^- 
alone court was paid, to him. all addrcftes were made: neither 
was he wanting to his own grandeur ; for he never appeared in 
public but incompafied with guards, and attended with an equi- 
page becoming a fovereign. He forbore indeed the name, but 
performed all the functions of fovereignfy. Soon after his ar- 
rival, he caufed Aftatictts, the late emperor's freedman, to 
atone for his late wicked fway, by fuffering the death of a flave. 
His doom was by every one expected and even wiflied for ; but 
the death of Calpurnius Galerianus occafioned a mighty ami 
general dread in the city. He was the fon of Cains Pifiy whow 
in the reign of Nero, had afpired at the fovereignty ; but h*4 
himfelf no fhare in that confpiracy, nor had ever offered to 
difturb the ftate. However, as he was of an illuftrious family, 
of a graceful perfon, and greatly beloved by the people, he 
was, by order of Mucianus, committed to the cuftody of a ™ eauftr 

band of fbldiers, fent forty miles from Rome, and there put to >':r*~%^ 

J , , " r nius iraie- 

deatn by having his veins opened \ rianus to 

While Mucianus was thus ruling with abfolutc fway in fa murder- 
Rome, the Batavians were carrying on the war again ft the Ro- €t i 
mans with ftupendous fuccefs in Loiver Germany. Of that war 
we mall here, as in its proper place (for it was happily con- 
cluded this year, the firft of Vcfpafian*^ reign), briefly recount 
the caufes and events. The Batavians, originally the fame 
people with the Cat tans, who dwelt beyond the Rhine, being 
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*Tbe Bata- driven thence by a dorneftic infurreclion, fettled at the extreme 

vians re- borders of Gaul, in. an ifland formed by the mouths of the 

woltfrom Rhine and the Ocean. According to this defcription, the Bata- 

the Ro- *uian$ poflefled South Holla?td, part of the country of Utrecht > 

2*"* ^ and thie ifland of Betaw 9 in the dukedom of Guelderland. They 
du3 »f° n ~ were not fabjecSfc, but allies, of the Romans^ being obliged to 
Claudius an ^^ th^m only with troops commanded by men of the firft 
Civilis. rank arrtongft them. They had at this time eight cohorts, men 

thoroughly exercifed in the wars of Germany and Britain. 
Thefe Vitellius had gained over to his party, and a great fhare 
they had in the victory at Bcbriacum 5 but proving afterwards 
refractory and ungovernable, the emperor thought it advifeable 
to remand them back to their own country. Julius Pauius 
arid Claudius Civilis 9 both men of royal defcent, greatly fur- 
pa fled the reft in credit and quality. The former was flain by 
Font ei us Capito? who falfly charged him with rebellion. The 
latter was put in irons and fent to Nero ; but by Galba declared 
innocent, and fet at liberty. Under Vitellius he was again in 
danger of his life, being charged with treafon : and hence his 
hatred to the Romans^ which prompted him to arm his country- 
men againft them. However, as he was a man of great addrefs, 
left the Romans fhould look upon him as a public enemy, if he 
once appeared to have revolted from them, in the beginning of 
the war between Vitellius and Vefpajian^ he pretended an at- 
tachment to the latter, and was, by letters from Antonius Pri- 
mus , ordered to flop and drive back the- forces fummoned to 
fuccour Vitellius. Civilis therefore, determined to revolt, but, 
concealing for the prefent his main drift, contented himfclf with 
diverting the Bat avian youth from lifting themfelves, purfuant 
to the ordeisof Vitellius. Soon after, pretending only to cele- 
brate a banquet, he aflembled the chiefs of the nation and the 
moft daring amongft the populace, in a facred grove, where, 
when they had caroufed till far in the night, and were warmed 
and bold, he acquainted them with his real defign, difplayed 
the praifes and renown of their nation, enumerated the infults 
they had fuffcrcd, the oppreflion they groaned under, and all 
the mi (cries attending upon a ftate of fcrvitude. As he was 
heard with great applaufe, he bound them all with many bar- 
barous ceremonies in a combination. He then difpatched mef- 
fengers to the Canincfatcs, who inhabited part of the ifland, to 
Civilis is engage them in the fame caufe and aflbciation. The Canine- 
johtrJ hy fates fell readily into his mcafures ; andchufing for their leader 
£ < ~ ani ~ one Brinno 9 famous for brutal bravery, took the field ; and 
I^iu^ns being joined by the Frfjians 9 a people beyond the Rhine* 

forced the winter incampment of two cohorts, burnt dov/n all 

the itrong-holds in the ifland, and m:iflacrc4 all the Roman 

victualler* 




Chap. 19." The Roman Hiftory. 

victuallers and traders, whom they found confidently rambling 
about, as in time of peace. Hereupon Civilis, pulling off tfae 
mafk, and openly joining the Catiinefates and Frtftau s y march- 
ed to attack the Romans, who, under the conduct of Jquilius 9 
had retired to the upper part of the ifland. The conflict was 
fcarce begun, when a band of Tungrians, who ferved under 
the Ro??ians, went over to the enemy. At the fame time, the 
Roman fleet, confifting of twenty- four veflels, the rowers being 
for the rnoft part natives of Batavia, rowed away directly to the 
enemy's fliore. By this means the Roman forces were eafily p ut5 t % e 
defeated, put to flight, and inhumanly butchered, both by the Romans /# 
enemy and their own companions * Upon the news of this flight* 
victory, the Germans immediately difpatched embafladors to 
Civilis, with offers of fuccours. On the other hand, Hordeo- 
nius Flaccus, who commanded the army in Upper Germany* 
ordered Memrnius Lupercus to march out forthwith againft the 
enemy with two legions, all the cavalry of the TJbians and Tre- 
ven'ansj and a fquadron of Batavian horfe, men long fince de- 
bauched in their fidelity to the Romans^ but feigning great zeal 
for their caufe, purpofely to betray them in the very heat of the 
fight. Accordingly the two armies having joined battle, the 
Batavian cavalry, deferring the legions while they were fight- 
ing with great bravery, fled over to Civilis ; then inftantly, 
like enemies, turned upon the Romans. Yet the legionaries, 
through prefled on all fides, ftill kept their ranks and flood their 
ground, till the auxiliary TJbians and Treverians betook them- 
ftlves to a fcandalous flight, difperflng all over the fields. A- 
gainft them the Batavians bent their fury and purfuit ; which 
gave the legions an opportunity of retiring with fafety to the old 
camp, which, as we have obferved in the reign of Tiberius ; is 
placed by rnoft geographers near the prefent city of Stan ten in 
the dutchy of Cleves. About the fame time, the eight Bata- Eight Ba- 
vian cohorts, which, in obedience to the orders of Vitellius, tavian co- 
were upon their march to Ro?ne, being informed of the revok korts go 
of their countrymen and the advantages by them already gained, ever to 
returned and took their rout towards Loiver Germany, there to Civilis. 
join Chilis. Herennius Gallus, who then governed Bonna, 
now Bonn, attempted to oppofc the paflage of the Batavians 
at the head of three thoufand legionaries and fome cohorts 
haftiiy raifed ; but was by them defeated with great flaughter. 
The conquerors, avoiding Cologn, purfued their march, with- 
out committing any hoftilities, and joined Civilis, who feeing 
himfelf now at the head of a regular army, but ftill dreading 
the formidable power of the Romans, obliged all who were with 
Win to fwear allegiance to Vefpafim* and difpatched embafla- 
dors to the two legion? in the old camp, requiring them to rake 
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the fame oath. The anfwer they returned was, That they would 
not follow the couxifels of a known traitor, nor thofe of a pub- 
lic enemy ; and that a Batavlan fugitive muft not interfere in 
the affairs of the Roman (late, but prepare to meet the doom 
due to his enormous crimes. Civilis, highly provoked at this 
anfwer, roufed to arms the whole Bat avian nation, and, being 
joined by the BrucJerans and the Tenclerans, attacked the camp 
with a numberlefs multitude and a fury hardly to be cxpreffed. 
But the Romans i though fcarce five thoufand men, made fo 
vigorous a defence, that Civilis, defpairing of fuccefs by the 
method of force and ftorming, changed bis meafures, and block- 
ed them up on all fides, not doubting, but they would be foon 
conftrained by famine to capitulate. In the mean time, Hor- 
deonius Flaccus, underftanding that the camp was befieged, im- 
mediately difpatched Dillius Vocula , commander of the eigh- 
teenth legion, and Herennius Gallus^ with powerful fuccours 
to the relief of the two legions. But while thefe two com- 
manders were ftill incamped at Gelduba upon the Rhine, now. 
Gelnub^ a fmall village near Ordingen y in the territory of Co- 
logn, news was brought him of the defeat of Vitcllius at Cre- 
mona ; whereupon the officers immediately declared for Veffa- 
Jian, forced the foldiers to fwear allegiance to him, and fent 
Mpinus Mont anus to acquaint Civilis with the victory, and de- 
fire him to lay down his arms and difband his troops, if with them 
he meant to affift Vefpaftan, fince they all had already acknow- 
ledged him emperor. But Chilis had fome thing elfe in view, 
and therefore openly declared, that he would never fheath his 
fword, till he had redeemed both his own country and Gaul 
from the tyrannical yoke of the Ro?nans ; and that inftant dif- 
patched againft V uula the veteran cohorts and the flower of his 
German forces, under the command of jfulius Maxitnus and 
and Claudius Viclor, hufband to his fifter. Thefe coming upon 
the Romans quite unprepared, put them to flight and made a 
dreadful havock of them. But, in the mean time, fome Gaf- 
con bands, lately raifed byGalba, arriving ztGelduba, fell upon 
the enemy in the rear, whilft earneftly purfuing the defeat, 
filled them with difmay, and infpircd the Romans with frefh 
courage j fo that they returned to the charge, and, with the 
aiiiftancc of their allies, pu$the enemy in their turn to flight, 
and gave them a total overthrow. All the braveft men of the 
BaUwian infantry were cut off ; but their horfe cfcaped with the 
Roman ftandards and prifoners taken in the beginning of the 
encounter. Vocula y encouraged with this fuccefs, marched 
againft the enemy beficging the old camp, and, after a rnoft 
bloody conflict, forced them to abandon the cnterpiize. In the 

heat of the engagement, Civilis, being thrown by the fall of his 
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horfe, was throughout both armies believed to have been dan- 
geroufly wounded, or flain : and to this report chiefly was ow- 
ing the victory gained by the Romans. V icula, inftead of pur- 
fuing the enemy, when broken and in difbrder, applied himfelf 
to fortify the old camp ; and, having ftrengthened it with fome 
new works, returned to Gelduba, and thence proceeded to No- 
vejium, now Nuys, where Hordeonius Flaccus lay incamped 
with part of the army. But Vocula was fcarce gone, when 
Chilis again laid fiege to the old camp, and advancing with a 
ftrong detachment to Gelduba, made himfelf mafter of that 
place ; but was put to flight by the Roman cavalry near Nove- 
Jium. But, in the mean time, the foldiers began to mutiny, The Ro- 
and claim prefent payment of their donative ; for they had man fol- 
learnt, that the money was already fent thither by Vitellius. diers mu- 
Hordeonius immediately complied with their demand ; but ** n J* 
diftributed the money in the name of Vefpafian. The foldiers 
no (boner received it, than they abandoned themfelves without 
controul to debauchery and good chear, to no£fcurnal revellings 
and cabals ; and, when intoxicated with wine, renewed their 
ancient fury and rage againft: Hordeonius, who was by them 
fufpe£ted of favouring Chilis, becaufe, from a mind well dif- 
pofed towards Vefpaftan, he had not oppofed his flrft attempts. j^j ur j 
As none of the general officers dared to check or reprimand jjordeo-i 
them, in the height of their rage they violently burft into the n j us Fiac- 
bed-chamber of their general, dragged him out, and then butch- C us their 
ered him. V icula would have undergone the fame fate, had he general. 
not made his efcape in the difguife of a flave. They then re- 
ftored the images of Vitellius, tore thofe of Vefpajian 9 and 
committed, during that night, innumerable diforders. But 
their rage being appeafed upon the return of day, dread and 
confeioufnefs took place; the firft, the fourteenth, and the 
eighteenth legions were eafily reclaimed by V uula, and led by 
him, after they had again taken the oath to Vefpafian, againft: 
Chilis, who had laid fiege to Moguntiacum, now Mentx. Be- 
fore their arrival the befiegers were withdrawn ; but the Romans 
coming up with them, as they marched carelefly and apprifed 
of no danger, fell upon them fword in hand, and made a 
dreadful havock of the difperfed and diforderly multitude k . 

In the mean time, the death of Vitellius, the murder of 
Hordeonius, and the burning of the capitol, being divulged 
through Germany and Gaul, both thefe nations ruflied into open 
hoftilitics againft the Roman people. A motly multitude of 
Cattans, TJ/jpians, Mattiacians, and other German nations, 
joined Chilis. The Gauls too, laying hold of the prefent op- TheGiuU 

revolt* 
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portunity, while the Remans were weakened and broken by 
fuch fucceflive civil wars, combined to attempt the recovery of 
their antient liberty, being ftrongly moved by the burning of 
the capitol to believe, that the diflblution of the empire was at 
hand. The city, they faid, had of old been taken by the 
Gauls ; but the manfion of 'Jupiter having efcaped, the empire 
had thence continued to fubfift. The Druids too animated them 
with vain oracles, that to nations beyond the Alps the empire 
of the world was portended. The chief fway among the Gauls 
was borne at this time by ClaJJicus* Julius Tutor* and Julius 
Sabinus 5 the two former Treverians * and the latter a native of 
Langres. Thefe three, having in private conferences founded 
the minds of the reft, and engaged in their defigns fuch as they 
judged proper, came at length to a refolution of throwing off 
all difguifes, and openly declaring againft Rome. The only he- 
litation which occur red v/as, how to difpofe of the Roman forces 
then in Gaul. Some were for mafiacring them all, others for 
putting to the fword only their commanders, lince the common 
herd, bereft of their leaders, would be eafily inticed into the 
confederacy. The latter opinion prevailed ; and this was the 
fiibftanceof their firft confutation . The confpirators thendif- 
patched incendiaries into all the regions of Gaul* to roufe them 
to war ; but, in the mean time, feigned great obfequioufnefs 
and refpect to Vocula* who was well apprifed of their defigns j 
but thought proper, as he wanted force to thwart them, to dif- 
femble in his turn, and to purfue the fame artifices which were 
purfoed againft him. With this view he repaired to Cologn ; but 
ClaJJicus and Tutor* who were both commanders of the Treve- 
m rian horfe, incamping by themfelves and feparating the firft time 
from the legions, he returned back, and with the legions alone 
proceeded to NoveJium*z. numerous body of Gauls having pitched 
in the open fields about two miles from that place. To the 
camp of the Gauls* as hofttlities were not yet begun on either 
fide, daily reforted great numbers of Roman foldiers ; and there, 
as they found themfelves furrounded with terrors on all fides, 
they agreed to purchafc their own fafety, by committing an ini- 
quity till then unknown among the Romans* which was to fwear 
The Ro- allegiance to tiie Gaufsj and promife either to murder or deliver 
man /, - up in chains their officers. Vocula was not unapprifed of what 
gions mar- parted in the camp of the Gauls ; but, judging it beneath him to 



*bl % G'\\\\l n ' ee ^ men ant ^ fl* ve9 > he was foon after murdered by Mmttius 
e k ' Longinus % a deferter from the firft legion, fent by ClaJJicus to 

that purpofe. His lieutenants, Hercnnius and Nuwi/ius 9 were 

only 
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only put in irons. After this, ClaJJicus, afluming the badges o£ 
a Roman magiftrate, entered the camp, and adniiniftered the 
new oath to the legions there, every one fwearing allegiance to> 
the fovereignty and empire of the Gauls. Between "Tutor and 
ClaJJicus was fhared the charge of managing the war. The q . 
former laid fiege to Cologn, and forced the inhabitants to take a „j 0 f^ er 
the fame oath, as he did all the foldiers who lay farther up the C ; ( ; £S fa j> ff 
Rhine. ClaJJicus ftrove to gain over by fair promifes the two t he fame 
legions that were fhut up in the antient camp, and were obliged, oath. 
for want of provilions, after having confumed in food their 
horfes and other beafts of burden, to fupport themfelves by 
plucking fhrubs and plants, and picking the herbs which fprouted 
amongft the ftones of the walls- But at length, upon fo much 
glory and patience, they brought a foul ftain, by lending de- 
puties to Civ His to beg their lives. Neither were their fuppli- 
cations received, till they had fworn homage and fidelity to the 
Gauls. Then he granted them their lives; but referved the 
plunder of the camp to himfelf, appointing guards to fecure the 
moner, flaves and baggage, and others to convoy the foldiers 
thus departing diverted of all. When they had marched about 
five miles, the Germans ruflied upon them out of an ambufh, 
and cut the greater part of them in pieces. The remainder fled 
back to the camp j which the Germans, by throwing in fire- 
brands, fet on fire, fo that fuch of the unhappy Romans, as had 
furvived the late {laughter, were now all to a man confumed by 
the flames. Civilis, elated with the fuccefs of his arms, foon 
reduced all the neighbouring cities, fome of them being willing 
to follow his fortune, and others awed by his power 

Int the mean time, Julius Sabinus, having pulled down and J l t ">us Sa. 
broken the public tables containing the confederacy with Rome, J? 1X111 ^ 
caufed himfelf to be proclaimed Cafar ; and, leading a huge * ea e 
hoft of his countrymen the Lingoncs, fuddenly invaded the ad- 
jacent ftate of the Sequanians, who continued faithful to the 
Romans-, but being by them put to flight, in order to raife a re* 
port that he had perifhed, he fet on fire the country-dwelling 
whither he had fled, and by that means faved his life yet for 
nine years. We {hall have occafion to fpeak of him in the fequel 
of this hiftory. By this victory of the Sequanians the fury of 
the war was flayed in Gaul. The feveral ftates began by de- 
grees to recover coolnefs and judgment, the reft following the 
example of the people of Rheims, who publiflied all over the 
provinces of Gaul an invitation for aflembling their feveral de- 
puties, to confult which conduced moil to the good of the 
\yhoIe 3 war or peace. The afTcmbly was held at Rbeims% 
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where Tullius Valentinus, one of the embaffadors of the Treve- 
rians, with great vehemence promoted the war ; but was op- 
pofed by Julius Aufpex, one of the chiefs in the ftate of Rheims, 
who difplayed at length the power of the Romans and the blef- 
Th* Gauls f in g S Q f peace. They all extolled the courage and refblution of 
rgfolw up- Valentinus, but followed the counfel of Aujpex, moft of them 
on peace. De j n g deterred from purfuing a general confederacy, by the mu- 
tual jealoufy and competition of the feveral provinces. It was 
afked, Where muft be the head of the war ? whither muft they 
recur for fuprcme authority ? and, fhould all their pur fuits pros- 
per, what place would they chufe for the feat of empire? 
Some boafted their alliances, fome their wealth and forces, 
others their antiquity ; and from all thefe each claimed fuperior 
prerogative and rule. At length, after long and warm debates, 
they agreed to acquiefce in their prefent condition. To the 
Trevcrians letters were immediately difpatched in the name of 
the ftates of Gaul, advifing them to lay down their arms, while 
their pardon was yet to be procured, and their friends were 
ready to intercede for them, if they fhewed remorfe. But Va- 
lentinus, a better fpcaker than commander, oppofed this coun- 
fel, and fhut the ears of the nation againft it. What chiefly 
difpofed the Gauls to peace was, the news they received, that 
an army was advancing full march againft them, confirming of 
four legions from Italy , two from Spain, and one from Britain, 
under the conduct of two fignal commanders, Annius Gallus 
and Petilius Cerealis 9 whom Mucianus had difpatched from 
Rome to put a ftop to the further conqucfts of Civilis and Claf- 
Jicus. Sextilius Felix arrived before them, having at the head 
of fome auxiliary cohorts forced a pafTage through Rhastia. To 
him joined themfelves the twenty- firft legion, and the fquadron 
of horfe furnamed the Singular, commanded by Julius Brigan- 
ticus, nephew to Civilis-, but hated bv his uncle, and hating 
T&* Tre- him. With thefe forces Felix attacked and routed the Treve- 
verians rians commanded by Tutor near Bingiwn, now Bingen, and in 
routed by a f ew days obliged the Tribocians, the Vaugiones, the Cerca* 
bextuiua tians, and the Nemetians, to defert their countrymen, and re- 
clXi turn to the Romans. After he had thus made himfelf matter of 

the countries bordering on the Rhine, from Mentz, to the pre- 
fent city of Bafcl, the legions, who had revolted to the Gauls, 
renewed of their own accord the oath of allegiance to Fefpajian\ 
and leaving Treves, where they were then quartered, retired to 
JMctx, a city confederate with the Romans. In the mean time, 
Petilius Ccrealis arriving at Moguntiacum, and being informed 
there, that Valentinus was pofted at Rigodulum, now RrgoU 
with a numerous band of Trevcrians, he drew into one body 

whatever foldiers he found at Moguntiacum* with the forces he 

had 
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had brought over the Alps\ and, having reached Rigodulumtn 
three marches, attacked the enemy's intrenchments, tho' in- 
clofed by the mountains and the river Mofelle, and ftrengthened 
with deep trenches and barricades of huge ftones. The Treve- 
rians fought for fome time with great refolution; but were in ^ 
the end forced to abandon their camp, and fave themfelves by Q erea j£^ 
flight over the mountains. The Romans purfued them, and in w ^ ta ^ £S 
the purfuit took many perfons of great diftin&ion, and amongft Valenti- 
them Valentinus their general. The next day Cerealis entered nus their 
Treves; which city the foldiers were paifionate for razing, as the general, 
birth-place of Clajficus and Tutor-, but Cerealis? dreading to 
inure his foldiers to licentioufnefs and cruelty, checked their 
; for fince the civil wars had ceafed, the foldicry were more 
tradable in fuch as were foreign. Their attention was like wife 
diverted by another object, the arrival of the legions which kad The return 
fworn allegiance to the empire of the Gauls. They appeared ofthelegi- 
fad and dejected, keeping their eyes immoveably fixed upon the otis which 
ground, and imploring their pardon by filence and weeping, till a /won* 
Cerealis comforted them, afcribing their defertion to the inevi- * /f^£* 
table operations of fate, and affuring them, that neither he nor - re Q j* ^ 
the emperor would remember their paft ofFences. At the fame Q au i s . 
time he caufed an order to be publifhed throughout the camp, 
that no one mould, upon any difpute, reproach his fellow fol- 
dier with mutiny or defertion m . 

I M the mean time, Civilis, Tutor, and Clajftcus, having The Ro- 
from different quarters aflembled all their forces, attacked un- mam«- 
expe&edly the intrenchments of the legions now at the very trench- 
gates of Treves, forced them, put the cavalry to flight, and m ™i?/ ur l 
(eized the bridge of communication over the Mojellc in the P n J* an 
mid ft of the city. News of this general rout and havock being ta eiu 
brought to Cerealis, while yet in his chamber, nay in his bed, 
(for he parted not the night in the camp) he ftarted up, and, The gal- 
undaunted by all this confufion and diftrefs, ftrove with his own l*nt con- 
hand to ftop the fugitives j animated them, tho' void of armour, d**? °f t 
with his own example ; and heading fuch as were remarkably Cerealis. 
brave, recovered the bridge, and fecurcd it by a guard of armed 
men. Then haftening to the camp, and there rallying the dif- 
perfed legions, he not only drove out the enemy, but the fame 
day forced their intrenchments, and recovered the city of Co- 
logn, where he found the wife and fifter of Civilis with the (on 
of Clajficus o. Civilis, having after this unhappy fight recruited 
hi3 forces with incredible expedition, polled himfelf in the old 
camp, where he was attacked by Cerealis, reinforced by the ac- 
ceflion of three legions. But as the fields round about were na- 
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turally marfhy, and Civilis had by a great dam diverted the 
courfe of the RJnne? which thence flooded all the neighbouring 
grounds, the Romans were eafily repulfed , and their cavalry put 
to flight by fome German fquadrons Tallying out againft thenu 
By the ifTue of this encounter, both the leaders were prompted, 
tho' from different motives, to put the whole to the iffue of a 
general battle ; Civilis eager to purfue his good fortune, Ccrealh 
to cancel his diflhonour. Accordingly the next day both armies 
appeared early in the field, and engaged with equal fury and re- 
folution. After the conflict load lafted many hours, the Germans 
were in the end put to flight, and the war had been finiflied that 
day, had not the conquerors been prevented, by night approach- 
ing and a fudden florm, from purfuing the flying foe. After 
this overthrow, Civilis withdrew to the ifland of the Batavi~ 
Clafficusy Tutor j and a hundred and thirteen fenators of 
Treves crofled the Rhine to raife new forces; wherein they 
were attended with fuch fuccefs, that foon after they returned 
with a vaft multitude, and at the fame time made a fourfold af- 
fault upon the Roman forces potted at Jlrenacum, Vada 9 Grin-! 
and Batavoduru?n? now Arnhcm, Wageningen 9 Rhenen y 
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and Duerjicde, They were every-where repulfed with great 
flaughter, and forced to caft themfelves precipitately into the rw 
ver. Notwithstanding this difapp ointment and defeat, Civilis, 
a few days after, entered in the dead of the night the camp of 
Gerealis, upon the bank of the Rhine* made a dreadful havock 
of die Roman foldiers, while, apprifed of no danger, they 
were repofing in their tents, and carried off a great number of 
captives. The general, half awake and almoft naked, efcaped 
through a miftake of the enemy; for they had carried off tho 
admiral's (hip, diftinguilhed by its flag, from a belief that Q* 
realis was in it. But he had pafled that night elfewhere, as 
many believed, in the embraces of Claudia Sacrata, a native 
of Cologn. The centinels borrowed an excufe for their negli- 
gence from the diflionour of their general, alledging, that they 
were injoined to keep filence for fear of interrupting hisrepofc} 
fo that, as fpeaking was reftraincd, they had dropped afleep. 
But, notwithftanding this advantage, Civilis was in the end 
obliged even to abandon his own ill and, and retire beyond the 
Rhine. Cereal! s committed dreadful ravages all over the ifland 
of the Bat avians ; but, through policy ufual to generals, left 
all the lands and dwellings of Civilis untouched, tempting at the 
fame time the Batavians with an offer of peace, and Civilis 
with a promife of pardon, which he rcfolved to accept, finding 
his countrymen tired of the war, and inclined to prevent the dc- 
folation and ruin of the whole nation, by devoting him to pu- 

nifhmcnt. Having therefore defired a conference 1 , the bridge 

upon 
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upon the river Wahal was broken down in the middle ; and the 
two generals ftepping forwards on each fide, flood upon the op- 
pofite extremities. The ifFue of this conference was, as we 
learn from Jofephus, the reft of Tacitus'** hiftory being loft, an 
entire fuhmiffion on one fide, and an unreferved pardon on the 
other. The Batavlans remained in the fame condition they 
were in before the war broke out, that is, exempt from all man- 
ner of tributes, and only obliged to fupply the Romans with 
troops when required ; a condition this, bordering upon liberty 

During thefe tranfaftions in Germany, Vefpafian and Titus 
commenced confuls, the former the fecond time, and both ab- 
fent. The fenate was therefore aflembled on the firft of Janu- 
ary by Julius Frontlnus, city- pra tor, when they decreed, that 
public thanks fhould be returned to the general officers, to the 
armies, and to the confederate kings, for having efpoufed with 
fo much zeal the caufe of Vefpafian. From Tertius Julianus 
they took away the praetorfhip, for having forfaken his legion, 
when it was about to declare for Vefpafian, and transferred that 
dignity to Plotlus Griphus. Upon Hormus, Vefpafian** freed- 
man, they conferred the equeftrian dignity. Soon after, Fron- 
tinus refigned, for what motive we are no-where told, his of- 
fice, which was aflumed by Domltlan, whofe name was pre- 
fixed to all letters and edicts, but the whole fway remained in 
Mucianus. The young prince, however, boldly exerted many 
a<9s of power, at the mitigation of his intimates, or his own 
wanton will Nay, Suetonius tells us, that in one day hedif- 
pofed of above twenty offices in the city and provinces ; and 
adds, that he was on that account gently rebuked by the empe- 
ror, who, in a letter to his fon, returned him thanks for not 
having difplaced him too, and fent one to fucceed him. But 
Antonius Primus and Arrius Varus gave Mucianus far greater 
umbrage : they were both renowned for their late famous ex- 
ploits in war, in great credit with the foldiery, and beloved by 
the populace. Antonius was befides reported to have folicited 
Scrlbonianus Craffus, the brother of Pifo whom Galba had 
adopted, to aflume the fovereignty. Mucianus therefore, fee- 
ing he could not openly crufh Primus, pretended a great friend- 
(hip and value for him, heaped publicly mighty praifes upon him 
in the fenate, made him great promifes in private, put him in 
hopes of the government of Hither Spain, void by the depar- 
ture of Cluvius Rufus, &c. Having thus intirely gained him, 
he difmifTed the feventh legion, which was inviolably attached 
to him, to their winter-quarters, at a great diftancc from Rome** 
and at the fame time fent the third legion back into Syria, and 
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the reft of the forces into Germany ^ to ferve there under Cere- 
alis. Having by this means quite broken the power of Primus^ 
and difburd' n-d the city of thofe who were apt to raife tumults 
and diford. r, Rome returned to her former tranquillity, the lawi 
refum A their force, and the magiftrates their wonted functions r . 
Domitian Domitian^ appearing now for the firft time in the fenate, 
goes the fpoke, in few words and with great modefty, of the abfence 
frfttimeto of his father and that of his brother, and alfo concerning his 
the fenate. own youth and infufficiency. Then he^propofed, that all the 

honours which had been beftowed on Galba y but afterwards 
abrogated by Otbo 9 mould be reftored. Curtius Montanus 
moved, that fome public honour fhould be likewife paid to the 
memory of Pifo* The fathers ordained both ; but of what 
regarded Pifo nothing was executed. In the next place were 
drawn by Jot commiffioners, who were to caufe reftitution to 
be made of whatever had been ufurped by violence during the 
war, and to rcftrain the public expences. To Tertius Julianus^ 
as foon as it was known that he had fled to Vefpafian^ the office 
of prsetor was reftored ; but Griphus ftill retained the enfigns 
of that dignity. Before the aflembly broke up, one of thefe- 
nators, by name Junius Mauricus 9 made fuit to Domitian^ 
that he would impart to the fenate the regifters of the late em- 
perors, that they might thence difcover who had folicited 
to be admitted accufers, and againft whom. But the young 
princejudicioufly replied, that in an affair of this fort the fenti- 
ments of the emperor muft be firft learnt. However, P. Eg* 
natius Celer > the accufer of the celebrated Sorranus Borea y was 
Mucianus con( *emned i Dut Mucianus haranguing in behalf of the infer- 
fpcaks in mers » ant * exhorting the fathers to obliterate the impreflions of 
behalf of a ^ rcfentment, and forget the grievances arifing from thenecef- 
the accuf- fity °f the late times, all further profecutions were dropt*. 
ers. This year Mucianus ordered the fon of Vttellius to be put to 

death, pretending, that civil difcord would never ceafe, unlefs 
Antonius the feeds of war were utterly extinguifhed. He treated Jnto- 
Primus r*- n ; U s Primus with fuch haughtinefs, that he forced him to retire 
fairs to from Rome and recur to Vefpaftan^ by whom he was received 
veipaiian. vvithout any great marks of friendship or disfavour, the empe- 
ror's mind being under a conflict, on one fide fwayed by the 
great ferviccs of that commander, by whofe conduct the war 
was accomplifhed, on the other by letters from Mucianus. 
The other courtiers at the fame time combined to difgrace him, 
charging him with arrogance, over-bearing and heightening 
the charge with the enormities of his former life. Neither 
failed he to raife to himfelf new enemies by his haughty car- 
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ria^e ; for with excefilve oftentation he ufed to recount his own 
exploits and deferts, treating the other commanders with the 
utmoft contempt, efpecially Carina? whom he ufed to revile 
as a captive, and a man of no fpirit, who had tamely fubmitted. 
Hence by degrees he funk in his character; but from the empe- 
ror retained to the laft fome appearance of favour. Of him we 
find no further mention made by the antient writers. Mucia- 
nus likewife displaced /frrius Varus? commander of the praeto- 
rian guards -? and to make him fome amends for the lols of this 
employment, bellowed upon him another, that of fupplying 
the city with grain, which had been formerly difcharged by 
perfons of the firft quality. To foften Domitian? who had a 
great kindnefe for Varus? he beftowed the command of the 
guards upon Jrretinus Clemens? who was nearly allied to the 
houfe of Vefpafian? and very dear to Domitian. The father of 
Jrretinus had difcharged the fame truft with great credit under 
Caligula? whence his name was well-pleafing to the foldiery. 
The guards had been hitherto commanded by a Roman knight j 
but Jrretinus was, as Tacitus informs us, by rank a fenator*. 

Vefpafian? in the mean time, continued at Alexaiidria? where Vefpafian 
he is faid to have worked fome miracles. A blind man, com- <worh jome 
monly known at Alexandria? proftrating himfelf at his feet, miracles. 
implored a cure for his want of fight, telling the emperor, that 
he had been warned by the god Serapis to recur to him, and 
befeech him, that with his fpittle he would condefcend to wafh 
his cheeks, and the balls of his eyes. Another, lame in his 
hand, by the direction of the fame god, prayed him to tread 
upon it. Vefpafian at firft derided them; but, as they conti- 
nued to importune him, he began to waver, fearing on one fide 
the imputation of vanity, and on the other drawn into hopes, 
through the intreaties of the fuppliants, and the arguments of 
flatterers. At length, confideririg himfelf as an inftrument 
chofen by the gods to accomplifh the cure, he undertook the 
taflc with a chearful countenance, before a vaft multitude intent 
upon theiflue. Inftantly the lame hand recovered full ftrength, 
and upon the eyes of the blind light broke in. Tacitus allures 
us, that even in his time both thefe events continued to be re- 
counted and averred by thofe who had been eye-witnefles of 
them, and could reap no advantage from their flattery. Vefpa- 
fian was hence feized with an eager defire of vifiting the refidence 
of the deity, in order to confult him about the ftate and fortune 
of the empire. He therefore commanded all to retire from the 
temple, and then entered himfelf. While he was there, he 
fuddenly perceived one of the grandees of Egypt , named Baft- 
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tides 9 {landing by him, though he knew him to be then at a 
great diftance from Alexandria , and confined by flclcnefs. How- 
ever, he examined the priefts, whether Bafdides had that day 
entered the temple ; afked fuch as he met, whether he had been 
feen in the city ; then by horfemen, purpofely difpatched, he 
fully learnt, that Bafdides was at that inftant eighty miles from 
thence u . St. Jujlin? without queftioning the truth of thefe 
fa£ts, attefted by feveral writers of great authority, obferves, 
that Vefpaftan? according to Tacitus' s account, ordered the 
phyficians to examine firft, whether fuch lamenels and blindnels 
were curable by human aid 5 who reported, that in the one the 
power of fight was not wholly extincl:, but would return, were 
the obftacles removed ; and in the other the joints were only 
difiorted, and might be reftored with regular preflure. Hence 
St. rfujzin concludes, that fuch cures were not above the power 
of men, and much lefs above that of the evil fpirits, endowed 
with a fuperior knowledge, and on this occafion exerting it, to 
eclipfe, if poflible, the miracles wrought by the apoftles and 
their difciples w . As for the vifion in the temple, it might well 
have been the effeel: of a warm and ftrong imagination. 
yfrr'vc in Vefpafian? imbarquing at laft in the port of Alexandria , failed 
Italy 1, 1 2 ^ or I* a h » ana< ? having vifited in his paflage the ifiand of Rhodes 

and feveral cities of Afia Minor? landed, according to Jofe- 
phttSy on the fouth fide of the promontory of Iapygia or Otran- 
to. At Brundtifeitm he was met by Mucianus and a great num- 
ber of fenators and Roman knights ; and at Benevcntum by his 
fon Domitian. On his rout to Rome, he was received every- 
where with loud fhouts of joy, with applaufes, and acclama- 
tions 5 for every one entertained a mighty opinion of his virtues, 
and looked upon him as one fent by the gods to reftore the em- 
Thiv re~ pire to its former luftre and tranquillity. As he drew near the 
crimed at city, the far greater part of the inhabitants flocked out to wel- 
Rome, come him, and conduct him in a kind of triumph to the capi- 
tal, the flreets through which he paffed being ftrewed with 
flowers, and the whole city, like a temple, filled with precious 
odours and perfumes. Altars were every-where raifed, and 
victims flain, with fupplications to the gods, that Vefpaftan 
might rule the empire many years, and his (onTitus after him; 
that the fovercignty might for ever remain in his family, and 
Rome flour ifli under them x . 

Great things were expected of Vefpafian by all ranks of 
men, and no one was diOppointcd in his expectation: for he 

* Tacit. I. iv. c. 8i. Dio 1. Ixvi. p. 748. Suet, in Vcfp. 
c. 7. »S. Ave. civic Dei, 1.x, c. iu. * Joslimi. ibid. 
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made it his whole bufinefs to re-efrablifli the commonwealth, 
and reftore the empire to its former grandeur j to conform to 
the laws, and fee that all others conformed to them ; to confult 
the good of the whole and of particulars; to prevent oppreflion, 
and topunifh it; to promote virtue, and reward it; to enforce 
the obfervance of the laws by his example, as well as by his 
judgments 5 and to merit the affections and fidelity of the peo- 
ple by his faithful care of them* His firfl care was, to revive Revives 
the antient difcipline in the army ; for thefoldiery had abandoned the antient 
themfelves to all manner of licentioufnels, and committed in- difcipline* 
numerable diforders, not only in the colonies and municipal 
towns, but in Rome itfelf. He therefore difcharged great num- 
bers of them, efpecially of fuch as had ferved under Vitellius^ 
and had been long inured to rapine and licentioufnefs ; in the 
ethers he punifhed the leafl tranfgreffions with the utmoft feve- 
rity, not (paring even thofe to whofe valour he owed the em- 
pire, nor omitting any opportunity of reforming the antient dif- 
cipline ; of which Suetonius gives us the following inftance : 
A young nobleman, to whom he had given a confiderable com- 
mand, waiting upon him to return him thanks, and fmelling 
fragrantly of rich oils and perfumes, the emperor, with a voice 
expreffing his indignation, told him, that be had rather he had 
/melt of garlicky and took away the commiflion, which he had 
given him a few days before. He was no lefs fevere with the 
marines, who were appointed to carry letters and difpatches frorn, 
Puteoli and OJiia to Rome j for upon their petitioning him to 
have fome allowance befides their ufual pay for fhoes, inftead of 
complying with their requeft, he ordered, that for the future 
they Ihould difcharge their duty bare-foot, and caufed this ordi- 
nance to be immediately put in execution y . He fcarce ever His em- 
failed to aflift at the debates and deliberations of the fenate, with- du& to- 
out afliiming to himfelf any authority above the other fenators, wards the 
whom he frequently exhorted to fpeak their fentiments with free- fenatc, 
dom, telling them, that he had called them not blindly to approve 
what was his will and pleafure, but to receive their counfel, 
to trull, and to follow it. Having taken upon him, foon after 
his arrival at Rome, the office of cenfor, he degraded fuch of the 
fenators and knights as he found unworthy of their dignities ; 
and fupplicd their places with fuch perfons, either from the 
colonies or provinces, as were recommended to him by men of 
known integrity. By this means he increafed the number of 
fenators to a thoufand, which by infinite mafTacres had been ex- 
hausted and reduced to two hundred z . He likewife ftri&ly exa- 
mined into all the courts of judicature, and there reformed in-r 
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numerable abufes and grievances, appointed new judges, and 
caufed the laws to be reduced and digefted into a far lefe com- 
pafs. He frequently adminiftered juftice himfelf in the forum, 
with great impartiality and univerfal applaufe. As Rome had 
loft much of its fplendour by the late conflagration, and many 
houfes lay ftill in ruins, he ordered the proprietors of the ground 
ImbclUJbes to rebuild them in a limited time, allowing any one to take 
the city. pofTeffion of the ground, if the edifices were notraifed within 

that term to a certain height. The capitol he had ordered to 
be rebuilt before he left Alexandria^ and appointed Lucius VefiU 
nus 9 a Roman knight, to direct and overfee the work. By him 
were aflembled the foothfayers, who declared, that the remains 
of the former temple fliould be removed into the marftiesj that 
upon the fame foundations the new ones fhould be raifed 5 and 
that to the temple nothing new, except height, fhould bead* 
ded, With this variation alone, the new temple was raifed in a 
Ihort time ; and this alone was judged wanting to the magnifi- 
cence of the former. As the late fire had deftroyed many pub- 
lic records, he reftored three thoufand tables of brafs, which 
had been burnt, having win indefatigable pains found out their 
true copies. In thefe were recorded all the decrees of the fenate, 
all the ordinances of the people, all treaties, alliances, and pri- 
vileges granted to any perfbn or city, and all remarkable occur- 
rences from the foundation of the city. In thefe and the like 
Ws cle- works, he expended vaft fums. He was fo far from feeking the 
M*ey 9 gGod dcftru&ion of any man, that he could not behold, without 
nature, many fighs and tears, even the greater!: criminals led toexecu- 
and other tion. Xo all he was courteous and affable, allowing perfons of 

*°bTe Xent *' everv rar| k t0 acc °ft h* m w ^ tn freedom, the gates of his palace 
liti- ^ Ua ' keing kept conflrantly open. He was fo far from concealing the 

meannefs of his former condition, that he frequently difcourfed 
of it himfelf, and ufed to deride thofe who, to flatter him, un- 
dertook to derive his pedigree from the founders of Reate, 
and the companions of Hercules. He defpifed titles, and with 
much ado was prevailed upon to accept that of the father of 
bis country ; a title to which no one had ever a better claim. 
The king of Parthia having wrote to him thus ; Arfaccs, king 
cf kings 1 to Flavius Veffafiamis ; he, without finding fault 
with the title, or refenting it as an affront, directed his anfwer 
thus ; Flavius V cfp afiarw s ^ to /lrfaces y king of kings ; fhewing 
thereby in what contempt he had fuch titles. He was fo far 
from taking delight in public honours, that when he triumphed 
with his fon "Titus over the J^uos^ being quite tired with the 
length of that ceremony, he was heard to fay, that he defer- 
vedly fuffered for having at his age defircd a triumph, as if fuch 

an honour had ever been due to his anceftors, or hoped for by 

himfelf. 
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himfelf. He bore with incredible patience the many lampoons, 
that were difperfed all over the town, reflecting upon his ava- 
rice i and the inve&ives of the philofophers, whom he had ba- 
nifhed the city. One of thefe, by profeflion a Cynic, by name 
Demetrius y meeting him one day out of town, reviled him in 
a moft outrageous manner ; but the good emperor, inftead of 
chaftifing him for his infolent behaviour, contented himfelf with 
telling him, that he was a Cynic indeed ! He gave no ear to 
whifperers, nor ever put any one to death, whofe crimes were 
not notorious and plainly proved. His friends having one day 
admonifhed him to beware of Ale tins Pompofianus, who was 
born, they faid, under a conftellation that promifed him the 
empire, he immediately named him conful, adding pleafantly, 
When he is invejied with the fovereignty, he will, I hope, re- 
member this good turn and requite it. Tho' feveral confpiracies 
were formed againft him, yet he could never be prevailed upon 
to punifh the confpirators with death, faying, that they de- 
ferved rather pity than punifliment, fince they knew not what 
a weight and burden the empire was. He took the daughter of 
Vitellius, his inveterate enemy, under his protection, married 
her into a noble family, and allowed her a rich dower. He never He forgets 
fought to revenge the affronts which he had fuffcred in the reign injuries, 
of Nero, butgeneroufly forgave all who had injured or reviled 
him. Being in that prince's reign forbid the court, and not 
knowing what to do, he had recourfe to Phcebus, the empe- 
ror's freedman, afking him, whither he fhould go. Phcehus 
returned him no other anfwer, but that he might go hang him- 
felf, and thruft him out of his room. The freedman coming 
to beg his pardon after he was made emperor, Vefpaftan was 
provoked no farther than to bid him be gone in the fame terms. 
Tho' Mucianus aflumed far greater authority than was fuitable 
to the rank of a private man, and behaved with great haughti- 
nefs towards the emperor himfelf, bragging, that in his own 
hands he had had the empire, but freely beftowed it upon Vef- 
fafian; yet the emperor never rebuked him but in private; and 
having once complained of him to a common friend, fie ended 
his complaints with thefe remarkable words, Yet I my f elf am 
but a man, and confequently not free from blame a . 

The only fault with which he is charged by the antients is, h general- 
his immoderate love of money, which he was not aihamcd to ly charged 
procure by means altogether unworthy of an emperor. He <u>itba<va- 
notonly revived the old impofitions and taxes, which had been rice. 
fupprefled by Galba \ but loaded the provinces with new tributes, 
bought commodities, that he mightTell them to advantage, and 
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defcended to fome very low and unufual imports, laying one 
even upon urine, which gave occafion to his Ton Titus to re- 
monftrate to him the meannefs of fuch an impofition; but he 
prefenting to his fon the firft money that thence accrued to him, 
aflced him, whether the fmell offended him? Neither did he fcru- 
ple the felling of any office, nor pardoning any criminal, how- 
ever enormous his crimes were, provided he could with a fum 
of money redeem himfelf from the deferved punifhment. He 
isfaid to have preferred to the moft profitable employments fuch 
of his officers as were noted for their avarice and rapacioufnefs, 
and to have madeufeof them asfponges, by wetting them when 
they were dry, and fqueezing them when they were wet b . He 
often ft rove to difguife his fhameful avarice by fome humourous 
joke. Thus certain embafladors having acquainted him, that, 
Several by the council of their nation, a confiderable fum of money 
inflames of was decreed for cre&ing him a ftatue in the form of a coloflus, 
2t - Here is the bafis, faid he, ftretching out his hand* lay the 

money down here, and thejlatue is reared. One of his chief fa- 
vourites having one day begged of him the fuperintendence 
of his houfhold for one, whom he pretended to be his bro- 
ther, the emperor put him off for the prefent; and fending af- 
terwards for the perfon whom he had recommended, he received 
of him the fum which was to have been paid to the other for his 
intereft, and beftowed on him the employment. When the 
favourite returned to folicit in behalf of his pretended brother. 
You mtifi find out another brother, anfwered the emperor; forth 
•perfon, whom you recommended, proves hi the end to be my bro- 
ther, and not yours. One day while he was travelling in a lit- 
ter, the muleteer flopped, under pretence of having his mules 
fhoed, but in reality to give an opportunity to one of accofting 
the emperor and craving fome favour. Of this Vefpafian was 
apprifed, and therefore having plcafantly afked the muleteer 
what he had received for (hoeing his mules, he obliged him to 
pay to him half the fum c . Some writers think, that he was 
covetous by nature, and tell us, that he was upbraided with 
avarice by an old herdfman, who earneftly intreating the em- 
peror, upon his acceffion to the empire, to grant him his liberty 
without ranfom, and being denied it, cried out fo as to be heard 
by the whole multitude, The wolf may change his hair, but not 
It !>y ^ J,s 1 ua l*t* es ' B ut other authors excufe him on account of the 
rJt-and " ur g cnt neceffities of the Hate, and the emptinefs of the exche- 
from that c l uer wnen nc heft, came to the government; for he then pub- 
blame* I'cly declared in the fenatc, that the republic could not poflibly 

fubfifl: without a fupply of a hundred and forty millions of fe- 
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fterccs. This is by the generality of writers thought the mofl 
probable opinion, becaufe he always empjoyed his revenue to 
great and noble purpofes, and laid it out with uncommon gene- 
rofitv. His public works and edifices were very expenfive; his 
prefents and penfions numerous; his feafts and entertainments 
frequent and magnificent, iffc. He fupported a great number Inftances 
of poor ienators; allowed five hundred fefterces a year to every of bisge- 
decayed confular; reftored to their former luftre a great many ncrofity* 
towns, that had been ruined by fire or earthquakes; repaired 
the public roads and aqueducts, c?V. He was likewife a great 
encourager of learning, and the firft who fettled falaries upon 
the profefTors of rhetoric, both Greek and Latin, to be paid 
yearly out of the exchequer. He invited to Rome, with great 
allowances, not only the moft celebrated poets, but fuch arti- 
ficers and workmen as were famous in any part of the world- 
Of the latter, one, well (killed in mechanics, having offered 
to convey certain columns of vaft weight into the capitol at a 
very fmall charge, the emperor rewarded him for his invention; 
but would not employ him, faying, We mult not debar the 
common people from earning their livelihood d . Such was in 
general the conduct of Vefpafian. We fhall now proceed to 
the moft remarkable actions of his reign, digefted according to 
the order of time. 

Though Vefpafian had, during his firft con fulfhip, reftored 
Rome to her former tranquillity, yet he did not refign the fafces 
on the firft of January , but chufing for his collcgue M. Coc- 
cei'us Nerva, afterwards emperor, continued to difcharge that 
office till the kalends of March, when he was fucceeded by his 
fon Domitian, as was Nerva by &• Pedius Ca/ius. This year 
Titus, having, by the taking of Jerufalem, quite reduced the 
Jewijb nation, returned to Rome, where he was received with 
all poflible demonftrations of joy, and foon after honoured with q- f • 
a triumph, which was decreed by the fenate both to him and 0 ^"rthe S 
his father ; for Vefpafian had begun that war with great fuccefs. Jcwbiv//£ 
They both triumphed about the latter end of April, difplaying his fc>: 
on that . occafion all the wealth of the Jcivifb nation. To Titus. 
Titus was likewife decreed a triumphal arch, defcribing his no- 
ble exploits ; which continues to this day almoft intire, as a 
lafting monument of his victories over the Jews. The triumph 
was no fooner over, than Vefpafian commanded the temple of 
Janus to be (hut, a profound peace now reigning in every part 
ot the empire. Soon after the temple of Peace was begun, but 
not finiftied, or at Icaft not confccratcd, till (bur years after ; 
that is, till the year feventy-fivcof the chriftian a?ra, when the 
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rich fpoils of the temple of yerufale?n were depofited there. 
Titus , before his arrival at Rome, had been by his father ho- 
To whom noured with the title of emperor, and taken for his collegueia 
be imparts ^he triouniiial power ; fo that being, in a manner, his partner 
the tribu- \ n t fo e empire, he difcharged all the functions of fovereignty. 
mtial even toojc uptjn him the command of the prastorian guards* 

power. w hj c h m eans that office became, vsAurelius Viclor obferves, 

the moft honourable employment in the whole empire. It ap- 
pears from feveral antient inferiptions, that Vefpajian this year 
built fome aqueduct, repaired the ftreets of Rome, and at a vaft 
charge made high- ways in Spain c . 

Th e following year, Cefinnius Pastus , whom V tfpajian had 
appointed governor of Syria in the room of Murianus, having 
wrote to the emperor, that Antiochus king of Comagene, and his 
{onEpipbanes, had held private conferences with Vologefes king of 
the ParthiartSy and were difpofed to revolt from the Romany 
the emperor, without examining the charge, which yofephus 
fufpecls to have been quite groundlefs, allowed Patus to take 
what meafures he thought moft proper. Hereupon Patus, 
who bore fome private grudge to Antiochus ■, entered his domi- 
nions in a hoftfie manner ; and, being joined by /friftobulus, 
king of Chalets ', and S oh emus king of E 'me fits , feized Samojata 
the metropolis of Comagene y defeated Epiphanes and Callinicus, 
the two fons of Antiochus y and obliged the king himfelf to take 
Ihelter in Cilicia, where he pofleffed fome domains. The 
young princes found a fafe afylum at the court of Vologefes * who 
entertained them in a manner fuitable to their rank ; but An- 
tiochus was by Patus's orders feized in Cilicia, and loaded with 
chains ; which Vefpajian no fooner knew, than he commanded 
Coma- him to be fet at liberty, His kingdom, however, was reduced 
gene re- to a Roman province, known by the name of AuguJleuphraU- 
duced ta a Jiana, or Euphratcjiana? becaufe it extended along the Eu- 
Roman phrates. Antiocbus was allowed to retire to Lacedamon, whence 
province, j, e removed foon after to Rome, where both he and his two 

fons, whom Vefpajian took, under his protection, at the recom- 
mendation of the Parthian king, were fupportcd fuitable to their 
The Alani ran ^ at '^e P uo '' c charge f . The fame year, the Alani, apeo- 
itwade P^ e ^' vVC ^ m g between the river Tana is and the Palus Af*otis 9 
Media*?/*/ mac ^« a Sudden irruption into the territories of the AfedeszxA 
Armenia. Armenians. Tiridates king of Armenia narrowly efcaped being 

taken, while he attempted to oppofc them ; and Pacorus king 
of the Medes was obliged to abandon his kingdom to the mercy 

c Vopbvrc. hid. Rom. Germ. p. 3 50. Onupii, in fift. p. 207. 
f Joseph. 1. vii. c. ecl vi. c 29- Sult. I viii. c. tf. Chron- 
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of the barbarians, who carried off an immenfe booty and a 
great number of captives ; among the reft the wife of Pacorus+ 
Vologefes king of the Parthians, alarmed at this fudden irrup- 
tion, wrote to Vefpaftan, begging fuccours againft fo formidable 
an enemy, and denting one of the emperor's fons to command 
them. Domitian earneftly folicited his father for that com- 
mand ; but the emperor did not think it advifeabJe to fuccour 
the Parthians, who rivaled the Romans themfelves in power ; 
and the barbarians retired of their own accord, without offering 
to invade the Parthian dominions. However, the refufal of 
the emperor occafioned fome mifunderftanding between the two 
powers ; and on this occafion it was, without all doubt, that 
Vologefes wrote to V fpafian, ftyling himfelf king of kings, as 
we have hinted above, without deigning to give Vefpaftan even 
the title of emperor 

The following year, Domitian being conful, the fecond Vefpafiai 

time, with Valerius Meffalinus, Vefpaftan reduced Greede, reduces 
which Nero had declared free, and likewife Lycia, Rhodes, By- Greece. 
zantium, Samos, Thrace, and Cilicia, to Roman province3, Ly cia,£3""< 
alledging, that they were no longer capable of liberty, llnce to Romajj 
they only made ufe of it to undo themfelves by their interline provinces. 
duTenfions. Paufanias feems to acknowledge the truth of this 
charge h . Rhodes, Samos, and the other iflands were made one 
province, called, The province of the iflands, or, of the Cy- 
clades, of which the city of Rhodes was the metropolis. Eufe- 
hi us fpeaks of a fedition, which, according to him, was raifed 
at Alexandria , in the beginning of this year, by fome yews, 
who had fled from Jerujalem. Vefpaftan treated the authors 
of it with great mildnefs ; but ordered Lupus, governor of 
Egypt, to demolifh the temple, which the yews had built in the 
territory of Heliopolis *. This fame year, Vefpaftan condemned Helvidias 
to banifhment the celebrated Helvidius Prifcus. He was a na- Prifcus 
tive of Terracina, and the fon of a centurion ; but, by his banijhed. 
bright and fignal parts, foon diftinguifhed himfelf in Rome. 
When he was yet very young, he applied himfelf to the ftudy 
of philofophy, not, as many did-in thofe days, to difguife indo- 
lence under a pompous name, but in order to engage in the pub- 
lic adrniniftration with a mind thoroughly fortified againft all 
difafters. Ere he had rifen higher than the qua^ftorfhip, he 
was chofen by the famous Thrafea Partus for a huiband to his 
daughter. From the character of his wife's father he copied 
nothing fo ftudioufly, as his undaunted liberty in fpeaking his 
fcntimcnts, never to be ftiakcn by fear, and ever unmoveable 

* Joseph. 1. vii. c. 29. Dio. 1. lxvi. p. 757. * Pavs. in 
Acha. p. 222. i Eus£B. in chron. 
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in what he judged conducing to the public welfare. When 
Tljrafea was condemned, he was driven into exile, but recalled 
by Galba, and honoured by Vefpaftan in the firft year of his 
reign with the prsetorfhip. As he was a zealous ftickler for 
liberty, he fpoke with great freedom in the fenate againft the 
arbitrary proceedings of Galba, Otho, and Vitellius 5 neither 
did he fpare Vefpaftan, but inveighed againft him with as much 
bitternefs as his father-in-law had ever done againft Nero. The 
Hisfirange emperor, however, patiently bore with him, till he began open- 
behaviour. ly to folemnize the birth-day of Brutus ', and that of Cafftus, and 

to encourage the people to follow their example, and attempt 
the recovery of their ancient liberty; then Vefpaftan caufed him 
to be feized, but foon after difmifled him untouched, contrary/ 
to the opinion of all his friends. Helvidius, forgetful of the 
kindnefs the emperor had fhewn him, purfued his former courfe; 
and was thereupon again accufed and condemned to banifhment. 
As he could not refrain, even in the place of his exile, from 
inveighing with great bitternefs againft the emperor, he was at 
length by the fenate fentenced to death. Vefpaftan ftrove to 
fave him, and fent to countermand the executioners ; but his 
orders came too late, Mucianus having detained the meflengers, 
under various pretences, till the fentence was put in execution *. 
Hehidius, notwithstanding this his unaccountable behaviour, 
is greatly cried up by Tacitus k , Pliny the younger *, and Ju- 
venal™. As many other philofophers, following the example of 
HehidiuSy ftrove to ftir up the populace to fedition, they were 
ail driven out of Rome n . 

The folio wing year, Vefpaftan was conful the fifth time, and 
The fa ft ^* iui tne third. Nothing memorable happened during their ad- 
unCusi miniftration, except the cenfus, which was performed by them 
• in quality of cenfors, the emperor having affiimed his fon for 

his collegue in that, dignity. This is the laft cenfus we find men- 
tioned in hiftory °. They both retained the fafces till the ka- 
lends of the sfpril of the following year, vj\\ei\Vefpafia?t refigned 
them to Do?nitian y and Titus to Mucianus. This year the em- 
peror confecrated the temple of Peace, and raifed a coloffus of 
brafs one hundred and ten feet high, which had been defigned 
for Nero j but inftead of his head, that of Titus was placed 
upon it, or, as others will have it, the figure of the fun p. The 

* Dro. in excerpt. Val. p. 705. col. 66. p. 750. Suet, c, 15. 
Jcven al. fatir. c. Pli n. I. vii. ep. ig. k Tac it. 1. iv. c. 4.. 
1 Pn n. I. iv. cp- 2i. m Juvenal, fat. 5. " Suet. c.8. 
Dio. 1. Ixvi. p. 751. 0 Censouinus du die natal i. Pun. 
1. vii. c. T 3- On urn. in fall, p, i' Suet. c. 19. Pu Nf 
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two following years, Vefpaftan being conful the feventh and 
eighth time, and Titus the fifth and fixth, nothing happened at 
Rome? or in any part of the empire, which authors have 
thought worth tranfmitting to pofterity. We read indeed in 
the chronicle of Alexandria* that in the eighth confulfhip of 
Vefpafian* a woman, by name jflcippe* was delivered at Rome* 
of an elephant; and in the chronicle of Eufebius* that a plague 
raged in the city with fuch violence for fome time, as to fweep 
away above twenty thoufand perfons a day. But neither of 
that extraordinary birth, nor of fo dreadful a plague, any no- 
tice is taken by the antients, not even by Pliny the elder, who 
flourifhed under Vefpajian and was in great favour with him. 

The next year, L. Ceionius Commodus and D. Novius Julius 
Prifcus being confuls, the celebrated Cneius Julius Jgricola -Agricola 
was fent into Britain to govern that province, in the room of -A*/ ( n *° 
Julius Frontinus. As we fliall have frequent occafion to fpeak i3rUain » 
of this renowned commander, we fliall here briefly recount his 
courfe of life and purfuits, before he diflinguifhed himfelf by 
his mighty exploits in this ifland. He was born in the colony His birth, 
of Forojulium* now Fr ejus* in Narbonne Gaul ; and both his education, 
grandfathers were procurators to the emperors; a dignity pecu- &c. 
liar to the equeftrian order. His father, Julius Gr acinus* was 
a fenator, famous for his eloquence and philofophy, but put to 
death by Caligula* forrefufingto accufe Marcus Silanus. His 
mother, Julia Agricola* a woman noted for her modefty, 
brought him up in his tender years under her eye and with great 
care. In his early youth he ftudied philofophy and law in the 
city of Marfeilles* with more avidity, as he himfelf ufed to de^ 
clare, than became a Roman and a fenator, till the difcretion of 
his mother checked his ardour. Reafon and age afterwards 
qualified his heat ; fo that he contented himfelf with a limited 
msafure of philofophy. He learnt the firft rudiments of war 
in Britain* under Suetonius Pauli?tus* one of the greateft com- 
manders of his age, by whom he was diftinguifhed with parti- 
cular marks of friendfhip and efteem. He was not one of thofo 
young men who turn warfare into riot, but ftudied to acquaint 
himfelf with the province, to be known to the army, to learn 
of fuch as had experience, to follow fuch as were worthy and 
brave, to feek for no exploits out of oftentation, to refufe none 
through fear. He would not aflume the title and office of tri- 
bune, till he thought himfelf well qualified for that command ; 
neither did he make ufeof it, as many did in thofc days, to inr 
dulge his pleafures with more liberty, or to abfent himfelf from 
duty; but to encourage others, by his example, to bear with 
patience the toils attending the profeffion of arms. As Pauli- 
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nus was engaged in a mighty war with the Britons •, of which 
we have fpoken in the reign of Nero 9 Agricala had an oppor- 
tunity of improving himfelf" in the knowledge of military af- 
His prefer- fairs under fo great a mafter. Departing from Britain to Rome, 
went, to enter there upon the public offices, he was firft fentinto Afia 

as quseftor, where he had Salvius Titianus for proconfuK But 
neither the province, in itfelf very rich, nor Titianus , though 
bent upon all a£ls of rapine, and ready, upon the fmalleft en- 
couragement, to have purchafed a mutual connivance in iniquity, 
corrupted his probity. He was afterwards created tribune of 
the people, but paiTed the year of his tribuneftup in repofe and 
inactivity, being well apprifed, that under Nero floth and hea- 
vinefs ferved for wifdom. With the like indolence he held the 
praetorfliip, exhibiting, however, as was incumbent upon the 
praetors, public fports, according to the meafure of his wealth, 
and in a manner no-ways favouring of prodigality, but ftill de- 
ferving popular applaufe. Being afterwards appointed by Galba 
to furvey the gifts and oblations belonging to the temples, by a 
diligent fearch he procured full reftitution of all, fuve what had 
been fecrilegioufly taken away by Nero. The year following, 
his mother was killed by the foldiers of Otho, upon her eftate 
at Intemelium 9 now Vintimiglia \ and the eftate itfelf plundered, 
with great part of her treafure, which had proved the caufe of 
the murder. As Agricola haftened from Rome, to pay her the 
laft duty and folemnize her funeral, he had tidings upon the 
road, that Vefpafian had aflumed the title of emperor, and in- 
ftantly efpcufed his party. Upon his return from Intenulium, 
he was employed by Mucianus to levy forces; and foon after, 
as he difcharged that truft with great uprightnefs and fidelity, 
preferred to the command of the twentieth legion, then in Bri- 
tain, their own commander being found void of authority to 
controul them and keep them to their duty. Vettius Bolanus, 
was at that time governor of Britain ; but as he ruled with great 
gentlcncfs, Agricola had no opportunity of diftinguifhine him- 
felf by any military exploits. Bolanus was fucceeded by Pctiliut 
Cerealis, who at his firft entrance attacked the Brigantts, 
reckoned the mofl powerful people of the whole ifland ; and, 
after many encounters, fome of which proved very bloody, 
held moft part of their country as hisconqueft, or continued to 
ravage it by war. Under him /fgrieola had room to difplay bis 
valour and abilities. For trial of his fkill and courage, Cerealis 
often committed to his conduct part of the army; and fome* 
times, according to the meafure of his fuccefs, fct him at the 
head of forces ftill larger, fharing with him both the dangers, 
and the glory. But Agricola was fo far from vaunting his own 

exploit*! 
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exploits, that, on the contrary, he afcribed to his general, as 
to the author of all, his fuccefs and good fortune q - 

Upon his return from Britain^ where he had commanded a 
legion, he was by Vefpafian raifed to the rank of a patrician, 
and afterwards appointed governor of A 'qui tain ; which truft he 
difcharged with great uprightnefs and general fatisfa£tfon. He 
was after three years recalled, and honoured with the conful- 
(hip , which office he difcharged during the two laft months of 
the preceding year. While he was conful, it was generally faid, 
that for his province Britain would be afligned him, from no 
words that had dropped from him about it, but becaufe he was 
deemed equal to that office: and common fame, as "Tacitus 
well obferves, does not always err, but often directs the public 
choice. Before he ended his confulfhip, he contracted his 
daughter to Tacitus the hiftorian, who was yet very young, and 
gave her to him in marriage as foon as he had refigned the fafces. 
He was then forthwith promoted to the government of Britain, 
and at the fame time honoured with the pontifical dignity r . 
He fucceeded Julius Frontinus y who had not only maintained 
the conquefts made by Petilius Cerealis, his predeceffor, but 
had himfelf fought with great fuccefs, having intirely reduced 
the warlike nation of the Si lures 7 though, befides the bravery 
of the enemy, he had been likewife obliged to ftruggle with the 
difficulties of places and (ituation. Agricola arrived in Britain 
about the middle of fummer, when the Roman foldiers, fuppo- 
fing the ferviceof the feafon to be concluded, were bent upon 
inaction and repofe, as were the enemy upon an opportunity to 
harrafs the Romans. The Ordovices, that is, the inhabitants of 
North-Wales , had, not long before his arrival, cut in pieces a 
band of horfe ftationed upon their confines, and by fo notable 
an effay roufed to arms the whole province. The fummer was 
already near over; the Roman troops were fevered, and lay 
difperfed over the province ; and the foldiers had affured thcm- 
felves of reft for the remaining part of the year. But, not- 
withltanding thefe difcouragements, and the remonftrances of 
fome, who judged it better only to guard the places that were 
threatened, Agricola refolved to march againft the enemy with- 
out delay. Having therefore drawn together the flower of the u is ex : 
legions and a fmall body of auxiliaries, he led them againft the p/ a itj in 
Ordovices. But, as the enemy kept themfelves upon the ridges Britain 
of the mountains, and dared not defcend into equal ground, during his 
yfgricola > in order to infpire his men with equal courage, by his firft 
ftiaring with them equal danger, marched in perfon at the head campaign* 
of his army, and led them to the encounter upon the afecnt. 



* Tacit, vit. Agr. c. 4. — 9. r Idem ibid. c. 9. 
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The foldiers, animated by the example of their general, at- 
tacked the enemy with great refolution, put them to flight, and 
made fuch a dreadful havock of them, that almoft the whole na- 
tion was cut off. Animated with this fuccefs, in order to main- 
tain the fame he acquired by this a<Slion, and to ft r ike the enemy 
at once with general terror, he refolved to reduce the ifland of 
Angle fey^ which had been formerly conquered by Paulinus, but 
loft again by the general revolt of Britain. As this counfel was 
fuddenly concerted, and confequently fhips were wanting, he 
detached a chofen body of auxiliaries, fuch as knew the fords, 
and, according to the ufage of their counrry, were dexterous at 
fwimming, and able to manage in the water themfelves, their 
horfes, and arms. Thefe unincumbered with baggage, made 
a defcent and onfet fo fudden, that the enemy were quite ftruck 
with confternation, as they apprehended nothing but a fleet and 
tranfports, and believed no enterprife difficult and unfurmount- 
able to men, who began the war with fuch refolution. 
Recovers Thus they fued for peace., and immediately furrendered the 
the ijland ifl an d to Agricola, whom they already confidered as a renowned 
ef Angle- CO mmander, fince at his firft entrance into the province, a time 
fe y- which other governors were wont to fpend in fhow and parade, 

he had atchieved fuch feats, and under fo much toil and danger, 
with amazing fuccefs. Jgrico/a was fo far from being elated 
with this conqueft, that he would not fo much as beftow upon 
it the title of viaory, nor by letters acquaint the emperor with 
the good fortune that had attended his arms, in the recovery of 
an ifland which had been formerly fubjeft to Rome. But, by 
thus fupprefling the fame of his atfions, he acquired a far greater 
reputation, than if he had ftudied to divulge them, every one 
'confiderinjr how vaft muft his views be, fince he thus fmothered 
in filence fuch great exploits already performed - As he was well 
acquainted with the temper of the people in his province, and 
had alfo learnt from the conduct of others, how little arms avail 



Rcdrrffcs to fettle a province, if victory is followed by grievances and op- 
tbe griev- pre ffions, he refolved to cut off all the caufes of war. Begin- 
anca com- ning therefore with himfelf and thofe about him, he regulated 
plained of his Qwn houfhold; a talk which to many proves no lefs difficult 
by the Bn- than that of goveming a province. By none of his domeftics 
lons " was tranfa&ed any thing concerning the public. In preferring 

the foldiers .to a higher rank, he was fwayed by no perfonal in- 
tcreft or partiality, nor by the recommendations of centurions, 
but by his own opinion and knowledge. He would know all 
that paffed ; but would not punifh all that was amifs. He readily 
pardoned fmall faults; but fuch as were great, he punrfhed witn 
proportionable feverity. In conferring offices and employments, 

he rather chofc men who would not tranfgrcfe, than (ucn as nc 



r 

Chap. ig> Roman Hijlory^ 375 

niuft afterwards condemn for tranfgreffing. Tho' the tribute 
had been augmented, yet he foftened it by a juft and equal dis- 
tribution of all public burdens, and utterly abolifhed whatever 
exactions had been devifed for the gain of particulars, and were 
therefore borne with more regret than the tribute itfelf. For 
the publicans ufed, under colour of fecuring the tribute, to feize 
all the corn of the inhabitants, lock up their barns, and oblige 
them to purchafe their own grain at a high price, and afterwards 
fell it back again to them at a low rate : befides, the unhappy 
people were enjoined to take long journies, and carry grain crofs 
the feveral countries to places extremely diftant; infbmuch, that 
feveral communities, inftead of fupplying the winter-quarters, 
which lay adjoining, were obliged to furnifh fuch as were re- 
mote, unlefs they redeemed themfelves from that trouble with 
confiderable fums. All thefe grievances were utterly fupprefled Reconciles 
by Jgricola in his firft year; by which means the Britons be- them to the 
gan to be reconciled to the Roman government, and to live in Roman^o- 
a ftate of peace ; a ftate which, through the neglect and conni- ^eminent* 
vance of former governors, had been till then no lefs dreaded 
than that of war s . The other exploits of Agricola in this ifland-, 
we fhall relate in their proper places. 

The following year, refpaftan being conful the ninth time, 
and Titus the feventh, Julius Sabinus, who, as we have re- 
lated above, had ftirred up the Gauls 9 and caufed himfelf to be 
proclaimed Cafar 9 was at length difcovered, feized, and put to 
death. After his defeat, he had fled to his country-dwelling, qy je 
and fet it on fire, in order to raife a report, that he had perifhed : ventures of 
and truly Jie was there believed to have fuffered a voluntary Julius Sa- 
death ; but, in the mean time, lay concealed with his treafures binus. 
(for he was immenfely rich) in a cave which he had caufed to 
be dug in a folitary place, and which was known only to two 
of his freedmen, upon whofe fidelity he could depend. He 
might have eafily withdrawn into Germany ; but could not pre- 
vail upon himfelf to abandon his wife, whom he tenderly loved. 
She is called by Dion CaJJius* Peponilla ; by Tacitus^ Epoenia\ 
and by Plutarch , Empona ; which name, according to that 
writer, in the antient language of the Gauls 9 fignified a heroine* 
Sabinusj that no one might doubt of his death, did notforfome 
time even undeceive his wife, who folemnized his exequies with 
great pomp, bewailed him with many tears, and at Iaft, no 
longer able to bear the lofs of a hufband whom flie fo tenderly 
loved, refolved not to outlive him, and began to abftain from 
all food. Hereupon Sabinus, by means of Mart tali s 9 one of 
his freedmen, informed her, that he was ftill alive, and ac- 



9 Idem, c. 10—20 
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quainted her with the place where he lay concealed, warning 
her at the fame time to fupprefs her joy, left the fecret might 
be thence betrayed, Empona y tho* in the utmoft tranfports of 
joy, continued to bewail him as dead ; but, in the mean time, 
pafled great part of the night with him, and fome times whole 
weeks, pretending bufinefs in the country. She had even two 
children by him, who were born and brought up in the cave, 
Empona concealing the whole with exemplary fidelity and won- 
derful addrefs ; nay, fhe found means even to convey him to 
Rome, upon what motive we know not, and from thence back 
to his cave, fo well difguifed, that he was by no one known. 
He is dif- But after he had pafled nine years in this condition, he was at 
towered. length difcovered by fome perfons, who narrowly watched his 

wife, upon her frequently abfenting herfelf from her own houfe, 
and followed her to the cave, without being difcovered, 6V 
binus was immediately feized and fent to Rcme y loaded with 
chains, together with his wife, who throwing herfelf at the 
emperor's feet, and prefenting to him her two tender children, 
ftrove with her tears and intreaties to move him to compaiEon. 
And put to Vefpajlan could not forbear weeping at fo moving an objeft; 
^ ea . t f 9 ,. hut neverthelefs condemned both her and her hufband, and 
*witi> his caufed them to be foon after executed. The two children were 
wwt J e * faved, and with great care brought up at tfre public expencc. 

One of them died fome time after in Egypt ; and Plutarch 
tc lis us, that he faw the other, named Sabinus^ at Delphi 
while he was writing his book of love, in which he has infertcd 
this adventured That writer tells us, that nothing more tra- 
gical, nothing more difpleaflng to the public, happened during 
the whole reign of Vefpafian> than the death of Sabinus and his 
wife ; nay, to this his unfeafonable feverity, he afcribes all the 
misfortunes which afterwards befel him and his family. What 
diverted the emperor from exerting his ufual clemency and good- 
nature, when he might have done it with general applaufe and 
universal fatisfaction we are no- where told. v 
Carina Not long after the execution of Sabinus* Alienus Ctseina y di 
and Mar- whom we often fpoke in the reign of Fiteilius, and Eprius 
cell us con- Marcellus^ an abandoned accufer in the reign of Nero^ entered 

*>* \r r mt0 a con *P* rac y againft the emperor, and drew into it great 
garnftVci- num bers of the praetorian guards. But, before the confpiracy 

but* a / was r 'P e ^ or cxecut * on > one °f tne confpirators betrayed the 
to death w ^°^ c to *ri tus * an ^ even delivered to him a copy of the fpeecli, 

J ' which Cxcina was to pronounce to the foldiers after the aflaffi- 
nation, written with his own hand. This was fufficient evi- 
dence j and therefore Titus 9 the night after this difcovcry, 



* Tacit, hifl 1. iv. c. 67. Dio. I. ixvi. p. 752. Ttvr. arnat. 

having 
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having invited Cacina to fup with him j caufed him, without 
any farther inquiry or trial, to be murdered in the banqueting- 
room. As for Marcellus, he was* tried and condemned by the 
fenate; but prevented the execution of the fentence* by cutting 
his throat with a razor u . Before Pefpajian refigned the conful- 
ihip* he was feized with a pain in his bowels, which obliged 
him to repair from Campania* where he then was, to Rome j 
and from thence to Cutylia* his paternal effate in the neigh- 
bourhood of Reate, which he ufually vilited every fummer, in 
order to drink certain waters, in great requeft on account of 
their extreme coldnefe. Here he was feized firft with a fever, 
and afterwards with a flux, occafioned by the immoderate ufe of 
the cold waters, which brought him to fuch weaknefs, that all 
about him began to defpair of hisxecovery. However, he ftill 
attended the difpatch of bufinefs, received embafludors* and 
gave audience to his minifters. Once, as he found himfelf 
ready to faint away, If I am not mijlaken* he cried out, / am 
going to be a god? ridiculing the cuftom of the Romans* who 
placed their emperors, after their death, in the number of their 
gods, and honoured them with divine worfhip. Upon the ap- 
proach of death, he cried out again with his ufual bravery and 
re(blution, An emperor ought to die Jianding ; but, while he 
endeavoured to rife, he expired in the hands of thole who fuitaui- 
ed him. His death happened on the twenty-fourth of jFune* in Tfo death 
the (eventy-eighth year of the Chriftian aera, after he had lived qfVeCpa.- 
lixty-nine years, (even months, and feven days, and reigned fian. 
ten years Wanting fix days, from the time he was proclaimed 
emperor in the city of Alexandria^ His death was unlverfally 
lamented; and his memory gratefully prefer ved, by fuch as 
were true friends to their countryi In war, he was next to His cha- 
"Julius Cafar* and to Auguflus in peace; and feemed to have rafter. 
been by providence railed on purpofe to preferve fo vaft an em- 
pire from utter defiru£tion. Greatnefs and majefty, (ays Pliny* 
worked no alteration in him, fave that of making his power of 
doing good anfwerable to his will; He was the fecond Roman 
emperor* if not the firft, Who died a natural death ; and the 
firft who was fucceeded by his fon. And here wc cannot help 
bbferving the rafhnefs of fome blind zealot9, in afcribing to 
divine vengeance the fate of fuch as flew Cafar the dictator. 
Not one of the aflaflins, they cry, died a natural death. But 
neither did Cafar* who deftroyed the ftate, nor any of his fuc- 
ceflbrs, except Augujlus* of whom it -is alfo doubted, to the 
prefent emperor. Tiberius was fmothered by Macro his favou- 
rite, Caligida was flain by the officers of his guards, Claudius 



Xl Suet, in Tit. c. 6. D10. 1. Ixvi. p. 752. Tacit. 1. iv. c. 6. 
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Was poiforied by his wife Jgrippina* Nero ftabbed himfelf, 
Galba was murdered by the foldiers, Otho fell by his own hand, 
and Vitellius was executed like a common malefa&or. Ju- 
gujlus was thought to have been poifoned by his wife Lvuia w . 
Such was the end of thefe uflirpers and may the like doom 
overtake all who tread in their foot-iieps ! Vefpaftan is faidto have 
been fo confident, that the empire was by the laws of fate de- 
fined to him and his pofterity, that he affirmed in the fenate, 
he mould, in fpite of all plots and confpiracies, retain the fove- 
reignty to his death, and be fucceeded in it by his two fons. His 
obfequies were performed with extraordinary pomp by Titus. 
The Romans were at this time fo prepofteroufly fond of mimics 
and farces, that they were exhibited even at the funerals of 
perfons of quality, when the pantomimes ufed to perfonate the 
deceafed, counterfeit their Ipeech, and imitate their adions. 
At the obfequies of Vefpaftan* a celebrated pantomime, by name 
Favor 9 perfonating the deceafed emperor, demanded aloud, 
what the whole expence of the ceremony amounted to ; and 
being told, to one hundred thoufand feflerces, Give me the 
money * faid he, ftretching out his hand and - counterfeiting the 
emperor's fpeech, and throw my car cafe 9 ifyoupleafe* into the 
His colo- Tiber x . Vefpaftan founded various colonies in different parts 
nies. of the empire, viz. one at Emmaus* about fixty furlongs from 

Jerufalem* to which place he gave the name of Nicopolis* or 
the city of viSfory ; one at Cafarea* which was from him called 
Flaviana* with the addition of Prima, as being the firft in 
dignity of all the cities in Palefiine. Develte 9 or as fome 
call it, Deiilte* mThrace* Sinope in Pont us , and Flaviobrigain 
Spain* now Bilboa* are by fome writers reckoned among the 
colonies founded by Vefpaftan Neapolis in Samaria, called 
formerly Sychem ; Sa?nofata* the capital of Comagene* Tripoli* 
in Phoenicia* Chalcis and Philadelphia in Syria * Gyrene in Li- 
bya* Critia in Bithynia* and Eumenca in Phrygia* bore each 
th e name of Flaviana ; whence fome writers conclude Roman 
colonies to have been fettled in all thefe cities, either by Vefpa- 
ftan himfelf, or one of his children z . Several writers flouriftied 
in Vefpaftan 's time, but of them we mall fpeak in our notes (D). 

Vefpaftan 

^Vide Tacit, annal. i fub init. Sc Dio. MviL *Suet.c. \q. 
y VidcSrANJi. l.vii. & Baud. p. 291. * Vide Baud. p. 769, 
8c Norus dc epoch. Syro-Macedon. 

(D) Thefe were, Suetonius Pniu 'iKus, of whofc warlike exploits 
we have fpoken in the reign of Ntro> when he governed Britain* 
lie likewife dillinguilhed himfelf in the ,var between Otho and Vittl- 

////.-, ami was without all doubt one of the belt commandeis of his 

age. 
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death of Caligula^ that is, in the year forty of the Chriftian 
zera ; fo that he was now thirty-nine years of age. He was 

brought 

He left behind him an account of an expedition, which he 

rtook beyond mount Atlas, in the year forty- one of the Cbri- 

fiian a?ra, and the laft of Caligula's reign, againft the Moors, who 
took up arms to revenge the death of Ptolemy their prince, murdered 
by Caligula, as we have related in the reign of that prince. This 
account has not reached our times, but is quoted by Pliny (9). He 
outlived Otbo, whofe caufe he had efpoufed j but from Pliny it ap- 
pears he was dead in the year feventy-feven, that is, in the eighth year 
of VeJpaJian'sreigD (io). Some writers, through a ftrange miltake,. 
have confounded Suetonius Paulinus with Suetonius Lenis, the father 
of Suetonius the hiftorian, who ferved only as a military tribune in 
the army of Otbo, which Suetonius Paulinus commanded in quality 
of general ( 1 1 ). Licinius Mucianus, who is often quoted by Pliny 
in what relates to the hiftory and geography of the eaftern coun- 
tries (12). In the year feventy-five, the feventh of Fefpafiari*$ reign, 
he was bufy in collecting the difcourfes and letters of theantient Ro- 
mans 9 and had already publiftied eleven volumes of fpeeches, and 
three of letters (13). He is fuppofed to have died in the eighth 
year of Fe/pafian's reign . Pliny tejls us, that he always carried about 
him a living fly, which he fuperftitioufly looked upon as a prefer va- 
tive of the figlit (14). Julius Secundus, who is one of the perfons 
introduced in the diajogueof orators, commonly afcribed to Tacitus, 
wrote the life of one Julius AJjaticus, and promifed the lives of 
other iliuftrious perfons. He likewife publiftied fome fpeeches or 
orations highly commended by S>uintilian (15). In the fame dia- 
logue, Vipfanius Mrjfala acts the chief part. He was tribune of the 
feventh legion, fprung from an iliuftrious family, and the only one, 
as Tacitus informs us, who engaged in the civil war between V fpa- 
fian and Fit villus upon worthy deigns. He pleaded with great elo- 
quence in the fenate, though not yet arrived at the age of a fenator, 
in behalf of his brother Aquilt'us Regulus, charged as the accufer an4 
deftroyer of many iliuftrious citizens in the reign of Nero (16). He 
wrote, as appears from Tacitus (17), an account of the war between 
Vitellius and Fefpvftan ; and is fuppofed to have publifhed fome other 

hiftories ( 1 8). Modycratus, the Pytbagoric, a native of Cadix, lived 

about this time, and publifhed feveral philofophical tracts ( 19) . St. 
Jerom commends him on account of his eloquence (zo) ; and Ori- 

(9) Plin. A v. c. 1. (10) Idem ibid. «* Vo Jf- 

lat. A i. c. 26. (12) Plin. A v. c. 27. (13) Tacit, orat. 

e - 37- {14) PUn. A xxviii. c. 2. (t$) Quint. A x c. 1. 
{\b) Tacit. A iv. c. 42. (17) Tacit, orat. c. 14. (18J Vojf. 
bift. Int. A i. e. 28, (19) Jonftus de fcript, hi ft. pbilofopb. c. 5, 
(zo) Eufcb . cbron. 
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brought up with Britannicus in the court of Nero y and is 
faid to have tafted the poifon which was given to the young 
prince at the emperor's table. We are told, that an aftrologer 
being confulted by Narciflus* the celebrated freed man of Clau- 
dius, about the lot of Britannicus ; returned anfwer, that by 
the laws of fate the empire was not deflined to* him, but to 
Titus ) who happened to ftand by him. He lived in great 
friendfhip with Britannicus ; whence, foon after his acceffion 
to the empire, he erefied two ilatues to his memory, one of 
gold in the palace, and another of ivory, which was by his or- 
ders publicly carried among other ftatues at the Circenfian games. 
His educa- Titus, from his tender years, attended with great application 
thn 9 fiu~ the ftudy of rhetoric and poetry, and made great progrefs in 
dies, &c. both, being commended by the antients as an excellent poet, 
before his and an eloquent fpeaker upon any fubjedfc whatever, and with- 
accejfion to out premeditation. He ferved firft in quality of tribune in 
the empire. Q ertnan y^ an d afterwards in Britain ; and in both provinces 

gained no lefs reputation by his modeft and engaging behaviour, 
than by his courage. Upon his return from Britain* he betook 
himfelf to the bar, and pleaded fome caufes of great importance 
with uncommon applaufe. While he was yet very young, ho 
married Arricidia Tertulla, whofe father was only a Roman 
knight, but had been captain of the pi aetorian guards. Upon 

gen, if Porphyrias is to be credited (21), perufed with attention his 
writings, and improved by them. Curiatius Matemus, a famous 
civilian and poet, flourifhed under Vefpafian, and wrote feveral tra- 
gedies 3 one of which, intkled Cato, made a great noife, and would 
•have given great offence to any of the emperors who preceded Vtf* 
pajian. He is introduced in the dialogue of orators, fpeakingin de- 
fence of poetry (22). Salius Befits wrote feveral poems in the 
reign of Vcjpafixn, which were highly eftecmed by Quint Wan and 
Vefpafian himfelf, who countenanced and with great generofity re- 
warded the poet ^23). Cluwius wrote the hiftory of Nero's reign, 
and of the civil wars preceding that of Vefpafian (24^, and is fre- 
quently quoted by Tacitus. Moil writers take him to be the fame 
pcrfon with Marcus C/wvius Rufus, who governed Spain in the 
reigns of Calba 9 Otho, and Viteilius. Of him Tacitus obferve?, 
that he was in great favour with Nero, and had acquired mighty 
wealth, without injuring any man cither in his life or fortune (25). 
He was, as the fame writer obferves, an eloquent man, and well 
qualified for affairs in time of peace, but void of experience in 
war (26). None of the writings of thefe authors have reached our 
times, except fome fentences quoted by the antient grammarians. 

(21) Idem hi ft. eeclrf. /. vi. c. it). (22) Tacit, or at c. 2. 3. M- 
(>z$) Tacit, ibid. c. 5. Quint. I X. q. i. (24) Tacit . aimaL 

*o. (25) Tacit, /. iv. it, 49. (26) Idem, /. i. c. 8. 
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Chap. 19. The Roman Hiftory'. 381 

her death, he married Martia Furnilla, defcended of an illu- 
ftrious family, but divorced her after he had one daughter by 
her, named Julia Sabina. After his quseftorfhip, which he 
difcharged with great applaufe, he was advanced to the com- 
mand of a legion, and attended his father into Jud<sa in qua- 
lity of his lieutenant. In that war, he diftinguifhed himfelf, 
as appears from Jofephus, in a very eminent manner 5 reduced, 
while he ferved under his father, fomeftrong holds 5 and gained 
the reputation both of a brave and prudent leader. Being fent 
by Vefpafian to congratulate Galba upon hisacceffion to the em- 
pire, and to receive his directions concerning the profecution of 
the war againft the Jews? it was rumoured abroad by the po- 
pulace at Rome, that Galba had fent for him in order to adopt 
him. Ground for this report was adminiftered, as Tacitus ob- 
ferves, by the condition of the emperor, antient and childlels, 
and the great character of Titus, who was judged equal to any 
degree of fortune, however elevated. But having received at 
Corinth certain advice of the murder of Galba? he returned to 
his father, and reconciled to him Mucianus governor of Syria ; 
for between Vefpafian and him, as the one ruled over Judaa and 
the other over Syria, great animofities reigned, occafioned by 
their governing two neighbouring provinces a . He was left by j s i e f t hy 
his father in Judaea to profecute the war againft the Jews* his father 
Upon their parting, Titus gave a fignal inftance of his good- to cany on 
nature and affection towards his brother Domitian. For the em- the *uar 
peror, being informed that Domitian had already abandoned againft the 
himfelf to all manner of debauchery, and aflumed more autho- Jews* 
rity than was fuitable to a fon only, was highly incenfed againft 
him. Titus therefore, upon the departuie of his father for 
Italy, pleaded with great affection and earneftnefs in favour of 
his brother, warning the emperor to beware of being ralhly in- 
cenfed by intelligence from fuch as brought criminal reprefenta- 
tions. To your own fon, faid he, it is but jttjl you fiould bear a- m 5 kind- 
fpirit of gentlenefs, free from all prejudice. Not from fleets, , Ic fs to his 
not from legions, are fuch powerful buhvarks foundfor the fup- brother 
port of the imperial dignity, as from a numerous ifjue in the im- Domitian. 
period boufe. The number of our friends is diminijhed with time \ 
they often defert us to follow fortune \ or becaufe we cannot gra- 
tify 'their defires. But from our own blood we may always pro- 
mije ourfehes ready affiflance, and unjhaken fidelity. In our good 
fortune many ivill partake with us, but our nearejl in kindred 
alone will bear us company in our adverfities. Even between 
brothers , added he, concord and unanimity will not prove lafl- 

» Tacit hift. 1. ii. c. 77. Suet, in Tit. c. i, 2, 3, 5. Phtlostr. 
m v k. A poll, Ty, 1, vii. c. 3. Joseph, bell. Jud. 1. iv. c. 29. 
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ingj if their common parent fets them not firjl an example. Vef- 
pajian* who by this reafoning was not fo much reconciled to 
D omit tan j as charmed with the tender affection of Titus* de- 
fxred him to be of good chear, and to ftudy how to aggrandize 
the commonwealth by war and the exercife of arms ; adding, 
that h fhould be his tafk to infure the public peace, and that of 
his family b . Of the conduct and warlike atch ievements of 
Titus* during the war which he carried on with fhipendous 
fuccefs againft the Jews* we have fpoken at length in our hiftory 
of that nation. After the reduction of Jcrufalem* inftead of 
returning to Rome, he went to Alexandria* where he affifted 
at the confecration of the ox Apis* wearing a diadem; which, 
together with his putting off from time to time his journey for 
Italy, and his giving a private audience at Zeugma to the em- 
bailadors of the Parthian king, occafioned a report, as if he 
defigned to revolt from his father, and make himfelf emperor 
Returns to of the eaft. This rumour obliged him to haften his departure 
Jtome,W for Rome* where tie was received with loud fliouts of joy, and 
triumphs, a few days after honoured with one of the mo(r magnificent u> 

umphs the city had ever beheld. He was dignified by the fenate 
with the title of C<rfar* and by his father taken, in a manner, 
for his collegue in the empire ; for with him he exercifed the 
cenforfhip, the tribunitial power, feven confulfliips, and ma- 
naged all the affairs of the empire, writing, even letters, and 
drawing up all edicts in his father's name. Tacitus tells us, that 
he was more ftri£t and referved in his own reign, than in that 
LebargeJ, of his father ; and Suetonius charges him with pride, cruelty, 
nubile yet and even avarice, When any one, fays the latter writer, gpve 
a private |jj OTj by his unguarded conduct, the Ieaft umbrage, he hired 
man, with pe0 pi e t0 demand his doom in the theatre, and in the camp of 
prtde 9 cru- the p raetor j an guards, and then condemned him without further 
elty\ *nd prQof Qr triaJ> Jn a dminiftering juftice, he was eafily biaffed by 



prefents, fold feveral employments of great truft unknown to 
his father, and indulged himfelf in feftivity and pleafures, fpend- 
ing great part of the night in riotous banquets, with the moft 
diflblute of the Roman youth, with young eunuchs, and a nu- 
merous herd of catamites and proftitutes. His paffion for Bert' 
nice, the daughter of Agrippa the great and fitter of -Agrippa II. 
king of Ituraa* was highly cenfured by the Roman people* 
who looked upon him as a fecond Neroi fo that fcarce ever any 
man arrived at the empire with a more fullied reputation, or 
Governs more abhorred by the populace c . But, upon his acccilion to 
nvithgreat the empire, all thefe accufations turned to his praife and advani 
mudera* t age, no prince having ever governed with greater moderation, 

tio*. 

b Tacit. I.iv.c. 52. « $uet. c . 6, 7. Tacit, ibid. 

humanity* 
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humanity, and good-nature. Soon after his father's death, he 
difmifled the beautiful queen Berenice? who had followed him to 
Rotne with her father Jgrippa, the laft king of Judaia ; and 
obliged her not only to withdraw from the city, but from Italy? 
tho' he was paflionately fond of her; and this merely out of com- 
plaifance to the fenate and people, who were difpleafed to fee their 
emperor thus captivated with the charms of a foreign woman d . Hiscondua 
Tho* his brother Domitian pretended to an equal fliare in the towards 
government, and raifed great difturbances in the city, by giving bis bra- 
out and arrogantly maintaining, that his father had left him tber* 
partner in the empire, but that the will had been falfified ; yet 
he could not prevail upon himfelf either to punilh or banifh him, 
but on the contrary treated him as his collegue in the empire, 
conjuring him often in private, with tears in his eyes, not to 
hate a brother, who bore him a fincere and tender affection, 
and was willing to allow him a due fliare in the adminfftration c - 
Pliny obferves, that "Julius Baffus dreaded Titus on account of 
his intimacy with Domitian •> but that he received no injury at 
the hands of the former, whereas he was banifhed by the latter. 
The emperors, ever fmce the reign of Tiberius? had paid no re- 
gard to the ordinances of their predeceflbrs granting to cities? or 
particular perfons, privileges, immunities, or exemptions, till 
fuch grants were confirmed by themlelves 3 which they did with 
great referve, caufing the charters to be firft carefully examined, 
as if they had been firft granted by themfelves. But Titus? Confirms 
without fuffering any one to apply to him, confirmed them all all the 
by one general edidt; and his example was followed by moft of grants of 
his fucceflbrs. He could not prevail upon himfelf todifmifs any bis prede- 
who applied to him diffatisficd, or without fome hopes of fuc- cej/brs. 
ccfs; whereupon, being admoniflied by fome of his friends, that 
he promifed more than he could well perform, he replied, that 
no man fhould depart diffiitisfied from the prefence of a prince. 
It is well known, that being told one night he had beftowed no Jf 
favour that day, he exprefied his diffatisfadlion and regret, with 
that memorable faying, My friends? 1 have loft % a day. He His com- 
treated the people with extraordinary kindnefe and complai- plaifance 
lance : having defigned to exhibit a fliow of gladiators, he fig- t0 
nificd by a proclamation, that it fhould be exhibited, not ac- ^re- 
cording to his own tafte and pleafure, but that of the people ; 
and he was fo far from refuting what they defired, that he 
carneftly folicited them to declare what they liked beft, com- 
plying with their taftc, tho' difagreeing with his own. He 
allowed free accefs to him, even while he was bathing, and re- 
ceived all with great affability and condcfcenfion, yet fo as to 
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maintain the dignity of his rank and the majefty of an em- 
peror. No man's property he ever coveted ; hay, he often 
refufed the ufual prefents and fuch contributions as were due to 
him : and neverthelefs, of all his predeceflbrs, none was more 
generous than he, nor expended larger fums in private bounties, 
in {hows, in buildings, &c. After he dedicated the famous 
amphitheatre, and finifhed with incredible expedition certain 
baths clofe to it, he exhibited, .at an immenfe charge, a fhow 
of gladiators, a naval battle in the old naumachia, and brought 
into the arena live thoufand wild beafts of all kinds. When he 
entered upon the office of chief pontiff, he folemnly declared, 
he took upon him that dignity in order to preferve his hands un- 
defined, and pure from the fliedding of blood; and truly from 
that time he never was acceflary to any man's death, though he 
might have exerted his revenge with great juftice : but, how- 
ever provoked, he fpared the criminals, declaring, that he had 
His de- rather die himfelf, than put another to death. Of this his great 
mtncy. clemency he gave the following inftance : two patricians hav- 
ing confpired againft him, were difcovered, convicted, and 
fentenced to death by the fenate. But the good-natured em- 
peror freely forgave them, admonilhing them only in private, 
that in vain they afpired to the empire, which was given bydef- 
tiny, exhorting them to be fatisfied with the rank in which by 
providence they had been placed, and offering them any thing 
elfe which it was in his power to grant. At the fame time he dif- 
patched a meflenger to the mother of one of them, who was 
then at a great diftance, and under great concern about the fate 
of her fon, to allure her, that her fon was not only alive, but 
out of danger. He invited them the fame night to his table, 
and having the next day placed them by him at a fhow of gla- 
diators, when the weapons of the combatants were, according 
to cuftom, prefented to him,- he delired them to furvey them*. 
I Abolifies The law of majefty he utterly abrogated, and would not fuffcr 

the law of any perfon to be profecuted for fpeaking d if refpe£t fully of him- 
tnajefiy, felf, or the other emperors his predcceflbrs, faying, If thy 

blacken my c ha racier undefervedly, they ought rather to be pitied 
than punijhed \ if defervedly, it would be a crying piece of itir 
juftice to punijl) them for fpeaking truth. As for my prcdcceJforSy 
if they are truly gods, they are in a condition to revenge, whin 
they think fit, the injuries done them, and Jland in no need of 
Hh fate- m y ofjijiance and power f . The accufcrs were the only perfons 
rityto- agalnftwhom he proceeded with unrelenting fc verity, caufing 
nvards /^ them to be publicly whipt, to be cxpofed to public view, and to 
informers* the infults of the populace in the forum, the amphitheatre, and 

* Suit. c. 9' ( Dio. 1. Iviii. p. 354 • 

the 
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the circus, and then to be either fold for flaves* or baniftied to 
defer t iflands s - In fhort he was a prince, according to Sueto- 
nius, in whom all virtues centred, without the allay of one 
fingle vice. 

Towards the end of the year 79 of the chriftian aera, and Adreadful 
firftof Titus's reign, Ca?npania was alarmed with a moft dread- eruption of 
ful and almoft incredible eruption of mount Vejuviits, which mount Ve- 
laid waftethe country to a great diftance, and utterly confumed fuvuis. 
a great many cities with their inhabitants, and amongft the reft 
Pompeii and Herculanum. The former had differed much by 
an earthquake in the year 63 of the chriftian aera; but had been 
rebuilt and imbelltfhed with feveral ftately edifices, efpecially a 
theatre, in which the people were aflembled, and intent upon 
the public fhows, when the city was fwallovved up by an 
earthquake, which attended the eruption of the flames from 
the mountain. The cities of Puteoli and Cumse were greatly 
damaged, what by the earthquake, what by the burning 
aflies; which, if the antients are to be credited, reached Africa* 
Egypt* and Syria, and at Rome turned fuddenly, to the great 
terror of the inhabitants, day into night. Pliny the elder, who 
was then at Mifenwn, where he commanded the fleet riding 
there, having difcovered this cloud on the firft of November, and 
not yet knowing whence it iflTued, went immediately on board 
one of the galleys, and failed towards mount V tfuvius. Me was 
foon met by great numbers of perfons, who, in fmall boats, 
were flying from the dreadful conflagration ; but neverthelefs, 
prompted by his curiofity, he purfued his courfe, tho' ftones, 
aflies, and earth began already to fhower down upon his veflel ; 
nay, we are told, that, to his great furprife, he found a new 
cape formed by the earth, and huge ftones thrown out by the 
mountain. However, he proceeded with great intrepidity, and 
reaching Stabies between Pompeii and Surrentum, tho* the in- 
habitants had all abandoned the place, pafled the night there, 
the better to obferve, during the darknefs, the mountain, 
which feemed all on a blaze. The fame night a dreadful earth- 
quake happened at Stabitc, and fuch a huge quantity of ftones 
feU, that Pliny refolved to put to fea, but was prevented by 
contrary winds. At length the fire approaching, he attempted 
tofave himfelf by flight 5 but, tho' fupported by two of his do- 
meftics, he foon fell, fuffocated, as is fuppofed, by the thick- The death 
nefs of the air and the infupportable flench of fulphur. His body of Pliny 
was found three days after, and interred by his nephew Pliny the tides. 
the younger, who was then at Mifenum, and narrowly efcaped 
the fame fate, as he himfelf relates at length in his epiltles h . 
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On this occafion the poet Cejius Bajfus was confumed, wkh 
his houfe, by the flames 3 and likewife Jgrippa, the fon of 
Claudius Felix ^ formerly governor of Jud&a* and of Drujilla % 
daughter to Jgrippa* the laft king of the Jews K This is the 
firft eruption of mount Vefuvius we find mentioned in hiftory. 

The fame year, Titus aflumed the title of emperor with the 
ufual folemnity, on account of the advantages which the brave 
Jgricola had gained in Britain* during his fecond campaign in 
Britain, that illand; for having applied himfelf in the winter with great 

care to the redreifing of the grievances, of which the Britons 
but too juftly complained, in the beginning of the fummer he 
aflembled his army, and marched farther into the country, com- 
mending iuch of his men as in marching obferved duty and rank, 
and checking fuch as were loofe and ftraggling. He himfelf al- 
ways chofe the ground for incamping ; the friths and woods he 
himfelf always firft examined ; and to the enemy, in the mean 
time, allowed not a moment's quiet, but was ever harraffing 
them with fudden incurfions. Then having fufiiciently alarmed 
and terrified them, he ufed to fpare them, in order to tempt 
and allure them with the fweets of peace. By this conduct fe- 
communi- veral communities, which till that day had held out upon equal 

terms, and maintained themfelves in a ftate of independency, 
came to lay down their arms, gave hoftages, and fuffered fortref- 
hoftages. fa tQ fc e ere £t e d in their territories ; which was done with fo much 

care and (kill, that no part of Britain conquered by the Ro- 
mans till that time efcaped being annoyed , by them k . This is 
the account which Tacitus gives us of what Jgricola performed 
in the fecond fummer's expedition ; but as he fpeaks in general, 
without naming any particular place, it is no eafy matter to de- 
termine through what part of Britain Jgricola marched hit 
army, and how far into the country; what friths he paffed 
over, what communities fubmitted and gave hoftages, and v 
what places the fortrefies were erected which Tacitus mention. 
Through However, a modern writer ! , whom our readers may confult, 
nvbat part endeavours by many learned conjectures to prove, that Jgrt m 
Britain CQ l a in his fecond campaign marched direcHy from Jnglejeyxtti* 
he march- Scotland* and penetrated as far as the frith of Edinburgh \ that 

he bent his rout through the county of Jnnandale and the ad- 
jacent counties, where remains of antient Roman camps are ItilL 
to be feen, fome of which the learned antiquarian concludes, 
from Tacitus's account of them, to have been made by Jgri- 
cola ; that the friths he paffed were thofe of Dee, Ribble, Li- 
verpool* and Solloway, and finally, that the communities or 
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cities, which fuffered themfelves to be begirt, as Tacitus exprelTei 
it, with garifons and fortrefles, were thofe on the ifthmus be- 
tween Clyde and Forth. We refer our readers to the above- 
mentioned writer for a more diftindt explanation of thefe 
particulars. 

The following year, Titus * now conful the eighth time, Titus rt~ 
with his brother Domztian the feventh, gave many remarkable pahs the 
inftances of his humanity and good-nature, in repairing, at his damages 
own expence, the lofles which the unhappy inhabitants of Cam- done by the, 
fania had fuffered by the late eruption of mount Vefuvius. He eruption 
fent into Campania two confulars with large fums, to be em- 

of mount 

ployed in rebuilding the cities which had been overturned, and v €iuvlus r 
applied to the Relief of the poor fufferers the goods and eftates of 
fuch, as had periflied on this occafion and left no heirs; nay, 
went in perfon into Campania and with his own hand diftributed 
immenfe fums among thofe, who feemed moft worthy of his 
compafllon m . While he was in Campania , a dreadful fire 
broke out in Rome, which lafted three days and as many nights, 
and reduced to afhes a great many private and public buildings, 
the library of Auguftus, with all the books lodged in it, great 
part of the capitol, the theatre of Pompey, &c. Titus was no jfaj Sy 0 
fooner informed of this calamity, than he haftened back to the fire at 
city, and publicly declared, that the whole lofs mould fall upon Rome, 
him, and that, at his own charge, he would repair the damage 
fuffered by particulars. He was as good as his word; for tho* 
many cities and foreign princes, by whom he was no lefs be- 
loved than by the Romans, offered to bear their fhare in the ex^ 
pence, he could not by any means be prevailed upon to accept 
their offers, as Nero had done on the like occafion; but chofe 
rather to fell even the ornaments and furniture of his own pa- 
lace and country- houfes, in order to raife money wherewithal to 
defray the immenfe charges he was at in rebuilding the temples, 
the public edifices, and the dwellings of particulars. This con- 
flagration was followed by the moft dreadful plague that had 
ever raged in Rome. Dion Caffius afcribes its rife to the afhes of 
mount VcfuviuSj which had covered the country all round to a 
great difrance \ Titus left no remedy, human or divine, un- Exerts hit 
attempted, to abate the malignity of the diftemper, exerting ztgoodw 
the fame time all the care and regard of a prince, all the tender- ture during 
nefs and companion of a father, comforting the diftrefled mul- a plague a% 
iitude with his edicts, and relieving them with large and daily ^ om «- 
bounties Towards the end of this year he finifhed the famous Fimfibes 

amphitheatre, which is elegantly defcribed by Martial who the amph\- 

theatre* 

•"Sujrr.c. 8. ■ Dio. 1. lvi. p. 756. 5 Hem ibid. Suet. 
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Iikewife mentions the baths that were ended about the fame time. 
The amphitheatre, whereof the ftately remains are fiill to be 
feen, had been begun by Vcfpafian^ and flood, as we learn from 
Dion Cajfiusj in the midft of the city, tho' its ruins lie in the 
outfkirts of modern Rome. Titus ^ when he dedicated, accord- 
ing to cuftom? that noble and ftately edifice, exhibited moft 
magnificent (hows, which lafted an hundred days, and raifed- 
the fpirits of the people, ready to fink under the calamities they 
had fufferedi. 

In the mean time, Agricola employed his fecond winter in 
meafures extremely advantageous and falutary; for to the end 
that the people, wild and difperfed over the country, and 
thence eafily ftirred up to war, might, by a tafte of pleafures, 
be reconciled to inactivity and repofe, he firft privately exhort- 
ed, and then publicly aflifled, them, to build temples, houfes, 
and places of public refort, reprimanding fuch as were flow, 
and commending thofc who were ailiduous and forward in fuch 
purfuits. He took care to have the fons of their chiefs inftrucV 
edin the liberal fciences, finding their genius fuperior to that of 
their neighbours the Gauls; and fuch was his fuccefs, that 
thofe, who had lately fcorned to learn the Roman language,- 
were now become fond of its elegancies : thence they began 
to aflume the Roman apparel, and the ufe of the gown grew 
frequent amongft them. Thus by degrees they proceeded to 
the charms and allurements of vice and effeminacy, to magnifi- 
cent galleries, fumptuous bagnios, elegant entertainments, &c, 
all which things were, as Tacitus judicioufly obferves, by the 
unexperienced, ftyled politenefs, btit at the bottom were no- 
thing but baits of flavcry. In the beginning of the fummer,, 
Jgricola took the field again, and in purfuit of his conquefts 
difcovered new people, and continued his devaluations through 
the feveral nations quite to the mouth of the Taus or Tap 
Whence fuch terror feized the enemy, that they durft not at- 
tack him, though his troops were furely harralTed by terrible 
tempefts ; fo that he had time to fecure the places he had con- 
quered by erecting forts. It was obferved of Jgricola by men of 
experience, that no commander ever chofe his pofts with more 
fkill, in regard of their fituation and convenience, and that no 
place of ftrength founded by him was ever taken by ftorm, or 
abandoned as not dcfenfible. From thefe ftrong-holds frequent 
tfxcurfions were made; and, as they were fupplied with provi- 
fions for a year, the Romans patted the winter in them without 
the leaft apprehenfion, every iinglc fort defending itfclf j fothat 

* Dio. p. 7C7. & Makc. V£L$ur. monument. Auguft. w- 
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the enemy, in all their attempts upon them, were baffled, 
and thence reduced to defpair, not being able, as formerly, to 
repair by their fuccefs in the winter, the lodes they had fuftained 
in the fummer. In thefe expeditions Agricola never aflumed to 
himfelf the glory of exploits performed by others ; but to each 
commander, to each centurion, yielded the praife which was 
due to his atchievements. By fome he is (aid to have been too 
fevere and fharp in rebuking ; and truly, as he abounded in 
courtefy towards thofe who readily complied with their duty, 
fo to the flothful and negligent he appeared ftern and fevere. 
But his anger was eafily appeafed : he harboured no rancour in 
his heart, thinking it more honourable to give open offence, 
than to fofter fecret hatred r . The emperor Titus 9 in his eighth 
confulfhip, and confequently this year, repaired fome antient 
aqueducts, and at a vaft expence paved with large ftones the 
road from Rome to Artminum crofs the Apennines, where is ftili 
to be feen, not far from the prefent city of Foffombrone, a huge 
rock cut through on this occafion 3 . 

The next confuls were Sex* Annius Silvanus and T*. Annius 
Verus Pollio. The latter is by fome writers fuppofed to be the 
grandfather of the emperor M* Aurelius, who was, according 
to CapitolinuSy raifed by Vefpafian to the rank of a patrician, 
difcharged twice the office of conful, and governed Rome with 
general fatisfa6tion. This fummer, the fourth fincc Agricola 9 s fj e employs 
arrival in Britain, was by him employed in fettling and fecuring the fourth 
the places which he had already conquered, viz. all the coun- fummer in 
tries on this fide the Glota and Bodotria, now the Clyde and fecuring 
Forth , into which rivers the tide from the oppofite fea flows fo the places 
far up the country, that their heads are parted only by a narrow already 
neck of land, not above twenty miles over. This ifthmus the conquered, 
Romans fecured with forts and garifons, and penned up the in- 
habitants, as it were, in another ifland ; fo that they might have 
made the two rivers Glota and Bodotria the boundaries of their 
conquefts, and fuffered the nations beyond them to live undif- 
turbed But the ambition of the Romans, which they difguifed 
under the fpecious name of glory, knew no bounds ; hence 
Agricola purfued his conquefts the next and the following fum- 
mers, as we fhall relate according to the order of time. In the 
eafh one Tcrentius Maximus, pafling himfelf upon the people 
for Nero, raifed great difturbanccs in that province, and likewife 
in the countries bordering upon the Euphrates 5 but, being pur- 
fued by the Roman troops, he took refuge in the territories of the 
Parthiansy where he was entertained by king Artabanes, who 

1 Tacit, vit. Agric.c. 22: = Onvimi infafl:. p. 210. Goltz,' 
p. 56. } Tacit, ibid. c. 
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was then at variance with the Romans ; but neverthelefe, upon 
the approach of their army, thought it advifeable to abandon 
the caufe of the impoftor u . 

This year, the fenate, not out of flattery, but a fenfe of 
gratitude, conferred new honours upon Titus. What honours 
thefe were, we are no-where told ; but the good emperor lived 
not to enjoy them, being fuddenly matched away, totheinex- 
preflible grief of the Roman people. Suetonius tells us, that 
he exhibited certain mows, during which he flied many tears in 
the prefence of the multitude, and retired, as foon as they were 
over, into the country of the Sabines, greatly grieved, becaufe 
the victim, while he was facrificing, had broke loofe, and a 
dreadful clap of thunder had been heard, though the day was 
quite bright, and not a cloud to be feen. The firft night he lay 
out of Rome, he was feized with a burning fever ; but never- 
thelefs purfued his journey in a litter, being defirous to end his 
days in the fame hbufe where his father died. We are told, 
that finding himfelf on the road greatly indifpofed, and not 
doubting but his end approached, he lifted up his eyes and hands 
to heaven, complaining, that he was thus to be cut off in the 
vigour of his age, when, during the whole courfe of his life, 
he had been guilty of one a&ion only, which feemed to require 
repentance. What action that was, he did not declare ; but 
DionCaJfius is of opinion, that it was his freely forgiving his 
brother Domitian, who had confpired againfl: him, when, by 
inflicting upon him the deferved punifliment, he might have 
prevented the many evils and calamities, which the excellent 
emperor was well apprifed his brother, when invefted with the 
fbvereignty, would bring upon the ftate w . Others think, that 
the criminal converfation he was faid to have had with his bro- 
ther's wife, occurred then to his memory. But Suetonius 
clears him from this afperfion, upon the folemn proteftation of 
Domitia herfelf, who, had the charge been true, would have 
rather gloried in it, as me did in all other crimes, than denied 
it *. Titus having with much-ado reached Cutylia, his pater- 
nal eftate, expired there foon after his arrival, on the thirteenth 
of September, in the forty-firft year of his age, after having 
reigned two years, two months, and twenty days. Philo* 
Jlratus tells us, that he was poifoned by his brother Dominant* 
Plutarch afcribes his death to the immoderate ufe of baths*, and 
adds, that one Regu/us, who, out of complaifance, ufed to 
bathe with him, died of an apoplexy, Suetwius writes, that 
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Domitian, who had ever fought the deftruclion of his brother, 
caufed the room to be cleared before he was dead, ordering all 
thofe who could afford him any affiftance to withdraw but 
that writer does not charge Domitian with any other kind of 
violence a . He far excelled, in the opinion of the antients, all His cba- 
his predeceffors, even Vefpafian himfelf, in every virtue be- ra&tr* 
coming a prince, and was equalled by few of his fucceflors. He 
knew no purpofe of being higher than others, but to do good 
to all. He was a ftranger to all parade and orientation, chufing 
to live with his people rather as a fadier with his children, than 
a prince with fubje&s ; whence he was defervedly ftyled, the 
love and delight of mankind. What pity that fuch princes, fuch 
friends to the world, and protectors of men, fhould ever die ! 
His death was no fobner known, than a general fadnefs, an Is uni<ver- 
univerfal confirmation, appeared in Rome, which in a fhort faty I*- 
time fpread all over the provinces, to the mofl diftant bounds mented^ 
of the empire. The fenators, without being fummoned ac- 
cording to cuftom, haftened to the palace, and having caufed 
the doors of the chapel, where they met, to be fhut for a 
while, in order to indulge their grief, they opened them again, 
and in the prefence of the multitude heaped more praifes upon 
him after his death, than they had ever done while he lived 
amongft them ; a plain proof of the fincerity of their efteern 
and affection. Domitian caufed him to be ranked among the 
gods, arid was the firft who paid him divine honours; but at 
the fame time ftudied both in private and in public to revile his 
memory, and leflen the efteem and veneration, which all or- 
ders of men had for fo worthy and deferving a prince b . Titus 
left only one daughter, named "Julia Sabina, of whom we (hall 
have occafion to fpeak in the following reign. 

Titus was fucceeded by his brother Do??iitian 9 who, with- Domitian 
out the leaft oppofltion or contradiction, was immediately acfixow- 
acknowledged emperor, notwithstanding the bad opinion ledgcdtm- 
which many entertained of him. He was born on the twenty- peror. 
fourth of Qftober of the year fifty-one of the chriftian aera, his 
father being then conful cle£t, and appointed to difcharge that 
office the month following. He is ftyled on fcveral medals, 
which have reached our times, Titus Flavius Sabinus Domitia- 
nus c . He pafTed his youth in great poverty, and is faid to have 
been a pathic to Nerva, who fucceeded him, for hire, and 
likewife to one Clodius Poliio 9 formerly praetor, who kept a note 
under Domitian* s own hand, by which he bound himfelf, for a 
fum of money, to comply, when required, with his lewd and 
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unnatural defires. He did not apply himfelf from his tender 
years to the ftudy of hiftory, poetry, eloquence, or any other 
liberal art or fcience 5 hence in all his fpeeches and harangues he 
made ufe of the eloquence of others. He took great delight ia 
archery, in which he was fo wonderfully expert, that he was fre- 
quently feen to moot a great number of arrows between the 
fingers of one of his domeftics, whom he placed at a great dif- 
tance with his hand expanded, telling before between which 
fingers the arrow would pafs, and never miffing his aim \ He 
was naturally cruel, fufpicious, and addicted to revenge ; greedy 
of honours, but impatient of the leaft toil or labour ; affected 
the reputation of a brave commander, but carefully avoided ex- 
pofing himfelf to any danger. Suetonius thinks, that his cru- 
elty was chiefly occafioned by his timoroufnefs, and no-ways 
natural to him. Being at Rome when his father affiimed the ti- 
tle of emperor, Vitellius placed guards about him ; but he might 
neverthelefs have eafily efcaped, feveral meflengers having, by 
various difguifes and fhifts, reached him from Antonius Primus f 
and fhewed him from what place he might fly, and upon what 
guard and fecurity depend; nay, even thofe who guarded him, 
offered themfelves for companions of his flight ; but he, appre- 
hending from thence that they defigned to betray him, could 
not by any means be prevailed upon to make his efcape e . Upon 
the burning of the capitol, whither he had retired with his un- 
cle Sabinus, he concealed himfelf in the room of one of the mi- 
nifters of the temple, and the next morning was conveyed by 
his freedman beyond the Tiber y in the difguife of one of the 
priefts of Ifis. When Primus had made himfelf mafter of the 
city, and all apprehenfions of hoftility had ceafed, hedifcovered 
himfelf to his father's generals, and was by the fold iers throng- 
ing about him faluted Cafar f ; which title was confirmed to 
him the day following by the fenate. From that time to the ar- 
rival of his father, he bore the chief fway in Rome\ but gave no 
attention to the cares of government, abandoning himfelf to 
all manner of voluptuoufnefs, and making ufe of his power only 
to indulge his vicious inclinations with more liberty. He took 
Do?nitia Longina y the daughter of the famous Domitius Cor* 
bulo, from her hufband L. Mlius Lamia, married her fome 
time after, and had a fon by her, who was honoured with the 
title of Cafar , but died an infant, and was by Domttian ranked 
among the gods s. That he had other children, though not; 



entioned by any hiftorian, appears from the epitapli of one 
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freedman, and preceptor to his children. The monument wat 
raifed by Flavia Nicca, wife to Pierius, with the permimon, 
as is exprefled in the infcription, of Hermas 9 the chief freed- 
man of Domitia rfugujla ; for with this title Do?nitius honoured 
his wife Domitia Longina in the fecond year of his reign h . In Hertfitoes 
the beginning of his father's reign, being jealous of the glory Hbead 
which his brother had acquired in the Jewijb war, he refolved 
to go into Gaul, and take upon him the command of the army 
which was employed againft Civilis. Mucianus did all that lay 
in his power to divert him, as he was quite unexperienced in 
military affairs, from fuch a refolution; but Domitian continu- 
ing obftinately bent upon that expedition, Mucianus refolved to 
attend him, in order to check his ardour, left, following the 
impetuofity of his age, and inftigated by evil counfellors, were 
he once matter of an army, he might difconcert all meafures, 
whether for peace or war. After many procraftinations and 
delays, they both fet out at length; but received, ere they reached 
the Alps, tidings of the defeat of the Treverians. Hereupon 
Mucianus communicated, as no more than his own fentiments 
upon the prcfent occafion, what he had long propofed and 
concealed, viz. that fince, by the favour of the gods, the 
forces of the enemy were broken, with an ill grace would Do- 
mitian proceed, now the war was nigh concluded, and rob an- 
other of the whole glory. He added, that were the empire 
threatened with danger, it behoved the emperor's fon to venture 
his perfon in battle ; but to contend with the Caninefates and 
Batavians, was beneath him. Let Domitian y continued he, 
retire to Lyons, and from thence difplay the power and fortune 
of the empire at hand, neither engaging in fmall hazards, nor 
failing to meet fuch as are greater. Thus Mucianus prevailed 
upon him to retire to Lyons. From thence Mucianus was be- Heat- 
lieved to have tried by fecret inter-agents to corrupt the fidelity tempts to 
of Cerealis, and to have propofed, whether he would commit corrupt 
to him the army and empire, if he came in perfon. It re- Cerealis. 
mained uncertain what deligns he foftered, whether he medi- 
tated a war againft his father, or intended to arm himfelf with 
power and forces againft his brother; for Cerealis, by feveral 
evafions, eluded his fuit, as that of one, who, with a childifli 
fondnefs, longed for things to which he was not equal. Do* R et j res 
mitian perceiving, that Cerealis defpifed his youth, relinquifhed an j f c j' ns 
all functions of government, even the fmalleft; and, burying a lo<ve for 
himfelf in folitude, feigned a zeal for learning, efpecially for learning 
poetry, thence to conceal his ambition and other paflions, and and poetry* 
to efcape the jealoufy of his brother K Some writers tell us, 

h Vide Spanh. p. 1 2, & Suet. c. 3. \Tacit. 1. iy. c. 8f>. 
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that on this occafion he applied himfelf in earneft to the ftudy 
of poetry, and with wonderful fuccefs. Pliny the elder feems 
to have admired his poetical compofitions k , and like wife §>uin- 
tils an 1 ; for both cry them up», not through flattery, faysVojfiusi 
as is manifeft from the tranflation of Aratus, which Kas reached 
us, and was, without all doubt, done by Domitian™* Laftan* 
tius afcribes to him the learned comment on that tranflation a j 
but Voffius is of a different opinion °. Valerius Flaceus the poet, 
who flouriftied under Vejpajian, fpeaks of a poem written by D§* 
mitian on the taking of Jerufalem by Titus p. He likewife wrote 
a book in profe about the means of preferving the hair, which b 
quoted by Suetonius But while he pretended to place his whole 
delight in thefe ftudies, and affected a fondnefs for folitude, the 
king of the Partbians having demanded fuccours againft the 
Alani, as we have hinted above, he earneftly (blicited his father 
for the command of thofe troops ; and when he found the em- 
Jjeror no-ways inclined to affift the Partbians, he applied to 
the eaftern princes, foliciting them with promifes and prefents 
to defire fupplies, and himfelf to lead them. But VefpaJiaH 
Has fome was too well acquainted with his views and temper, to truft him 
thoughts of with the command of an army. Upon the death of his father, 
revolting, he deliberated a long time with himfelf, whether he fliould 

openly revolt, and tempt the fidelity of the praetorian guards, 
by offering them a larger donative than his brother had pro- 
mifed them 5 but his courage failing him, he bore no other title* 
during the reign of Titus, but that of Cafar, prince of the Ro- 
man youth 5 a title now peculiar to the prefumptive heir to the 
empire r . His brother no fooner expired, than he haftened to 
Rome ; and repairing to the camp of the praetorian guards, was 
there by the lbldiery, after having promifed them the ufual do- 
native, faluted emperor. At the fame time he afTumed, as ap- 
pears from feveral antient infcriptions 5 all the other titles an- 
nexed to the fovereignty, which other emperors had taken fuc- 
ceflively a . Some medals, which have reached our times, give 
us room to fuppofe, that, in the ftrft year of his reign, he took 
ijipon him the. title of Germanicus 9 probably on account of hij 
journey to Lyons during the revolt of the Gauls and Batavianst 
for we know of no other expedition which could give him, 
however vain and ambitious, the leaft colour for affurning that 
furname or title 
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Domitian, now invefted with the foverefgn power, which 
he had Jong and impatiently coveted, performed in the firft place 
the obfequies of the deceafed emperor, and pronounced himfelf 
his funeral oration, with an affected concern, bewailing the lofs 
of a brother fo dear to him, and by whom he was fo tenderly 
beloved ; but that his grief was only aftumed, he made foon jj e rerv n es 
appear, by publicly reviling the memory of that excellent the memory 
prince, by blaming his conduct, and perfecuting all thofe whom of bis bru- 
te had diftinguiflied with particular marks of his favour ; nay, tbcr. 
he openly declared in the fenate, that to him both his father and 
brother were indebted for the empire, and that they had only 
reftored to him what was his own gift. However, in the bp- Hiscondufi 
ginning of his reign, he ftudied to gain the affections of his peo- in the be- 
ple, by a conduct worthy of a great prince, difguifing his vices* ginning of 
and affecting the qppofite virtues. He {hewed fiich an abhor- Us reign. 
rence to all manner of cruelty, that he once refolved, by an 
exprefs edift, to forbid the facrificing of oxen, or any living 
creature. He was fo far from betraying any biafs to avarice^ 
that, on the contrary, he gaye daily inftances of a temper truly 
princely and magnificent, prefen ting his officers and minifters with 
large fums, in order to rajfe them above the temptation of ac T 
cumulating wealth by methods fordid and mean. He could not 
be prevailed upon to accept fuch inheritances as were left him) 
by perfbns who had children ; and becaufe one Rufciux Ccepio % 
by his will, obliged his heir to pay a- certain fum to every new 
fenator, he declared the will void, and would not fuffer it to be 
executed to the prejudice of his own children* All debts above 
five years ftanding, which were owing to the exchequer, he 
freely forgave ; and after the divifiorv of lands amongft the vete- 
rans, reftored the remainder to the antient proprietors, thought 
he might, after the example of other emperors, have appro- 
priated it to hirnfelf. He forbad, on pain of banifhment, all 
the officers of the treafury *o fue any one for debts, that were 
not clear and undoubted u . He confirmed at orice, as Titus 
had done, all the grants made by his predeceffors, increafed the 
pay of the foldiers, and finifhed, at an immenfe charge, all the 
public buildings, which had been begun by Titus. Plutarch „. 
tells us, that he expended above twelve thoufand talents, on ly in ** tsma & Ht - 
the gilding of the capital ; and that neverthelefs each hall and m 
gallery of his own palace far excelled that ftately temple in, mag- j^uw 
nifjcence v . To. the antient edifices, which he either repaired ' 
or rebuilt, he added an incredible number of new ones, having 
a great paflion for building, and feeming defirous, as Plutarch 
expreffes it *, to change every thing into ftones and gold. He 
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was afliduous and quite unbiafTcd in the adminiftration of juftice, 
punifhed with the utmoft feverity fuch judges as were convided 
of having received bribes, and kept the magistrates of the city, 
as well as the governors of the provinces, in fuch awe, that 
they were never known to have behaved with fo much modefty 
as in his time, though, after his death , many of them aban- 
doned themfelves, as Suetonius informs us, to all manner of 
rapine and extortion r. Though, after his acceffion to the em- 
pire, he utterly neglected all kind of literature, and was never 
known to have perufed any book, except the memoirs of 773/- 
riusy yet he repaired the libraries which had been burnt in his 
brother's reign, procuring copies of fuch as had been confumcd 
in the flames, and fending perfons to Alexandria to tranferibe 
thofe that were lodged in that famous library *. Authors ob- 
ferve, as a thing very remarkable in Domitian, that, in the 
beginning of his reign, he ufed to retire everyday for fome time 
into his room, where his whole employment was to catch flies, 
and pierce them with a fharp bodkin ; which cuftom gave oc- 
cafion to Vibius Pri/cus, when hewasafked, whether anybody 
was with the emperor, to anfwer pleafantly, Not fo much as 

* ^Domitian, in the firft year of his reign, took upon him, as 
other empei ors had done, the confular dignity, andchofefor 
his collegue Titus Flavius Sabinus, his coufin-german, thefon 
of Flavius Sabinusy governor of Rome, who was put to death 
in the reign of Vitellius, as we have related above. The em- 
peror refigned the fafces on the thirteenth of January ; but to 
whom, we are no-where told, and affumed the title of cenfor, 
which office he difcharged with great applaufe, reftraining, with 
feveral edifta, the licentioufnefs, which generally prevailed 
amongft all ranks of men. He enacted fevere laws againftthe 
authors of fuch writings as any ways refteaed on perfont of 
diftin&ion; degraded a fenator, by name CarciliusRufinus, for 
no other reafon, but becaufe he took great delight in dancing. 
From fuch women as led fcandalous lives, he took away the 
privilege of being carried in litters, and declared them incapa- 
ble of enjoying legacies or inheritances. He ft ruck a Reman 
knight out of the lift of judges, for taking his wife again after 
he had divorced her for adultery. One of his freedmen having 
creaed a monument for his fon, with the ftones which were de- 
fined for the temple of Jupiter Capitolinus, he caufcd it to be 
demolifhed, and the bones and afhes of the deceafed to be 
thrown into the fea. He would not fuffer the comedians and 
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pantomimes to aft on the public ftage ; but confined them ta 
private houfes and gardens. Many perfons of both fexes con- 
vicled of adultery he punifhed with death, &c b . Thefe re- 
gulations and a&s of juftice were received with great applaufe ; 
but the death of Flavius Sabinus, which happened in the end of 
this, or the beginning of the following, year, caufed an univer- 
fal dread in the city ; for the emperor, without any regard to Puts Fla-; 
his own blood, caufed him to be aflaflinatcd, for no crime of viusSa- 
his-own, but only becaufe the public crier had, by miftake, in- binus /• 
itead of conful, proclaimed him emperor in the affembly of the dcqth- 
people c . Sabinus had married Julia the daughter of the em- 
peror Titus ; which marriage proved the fource of Domitian 9 % 
jealoufy, if Philojlratus is to be credited d , and the chief caufe 
of Sabinus 9 s death. In the mean time, the brave Agricola vigo- 
roufly purfued his enterprizes in Britain. In the firft year of i cols 
Domitian 9 * reign and the fifth of the Britijh war, he pafled the p^ r j- ues ^ s 
frith himleif in the firft fhip that landed, fubdued in many fuc- conquefts ire 
cefsful encounters nations till that time unknown, and placed Britain, 
forces in that part of Britain which fronts Ireland, not that he 
apprehended any danger from the inhabitants of that ifland, but 
becaufe he already entertained thoughts of reducing it ; for, as 
it lies between Britain and Spain, and is capable of an eafy 
communication with the coaft of Gaul, Jgricola confidered, 
that it would prove of infinite ufe in linking together thofe 
powerful members of the empire. A petty king of the country, 
expelled by domeftic diflenfion, was already received into pro- 
tection by Jlgricola^ and, under the appearance of friendfhip, 
refer ved for a proper occauon B . For thefe conquefts Domitian 
aflumed the title of imperator the fourth time, having taken it 
three times before f , for what victories we find no-where re- 
corded. 

The following year, Domitian entered upon his ninth 
confulfhip, having Petilius Rufus for his collegue, whom 
Onuphrius calls rirginius Rufus, and takes for the cele- 
brated Virginius Rufus * who fo often refufed the empire of- 
fered him by the foldiery s . But Phlegon % fpcaking of a wo- 
man, who was, according to him, delivered of feveral ferpents 
at Trent, tells us, that this happened during the ninth conful- 
fhip of Domitian, and the fecond of Petilius Rufus h . He is 
likewife ftyled Petilius Rufus in an antient infeription in Greek 
difcovered at Smyrna in the year 1679. and from thence con- 

b Subt. c. 7, 8. Dio. p. 765. Plin. panegyr Zonar. 
p. 197. c Suet. c. 10. d Philostrat. vit. A poll. Ty. 
I. yii. c 3. c Tacit; vit. Agric. c. 24. f Goi/rz. p. 58. 
16 On up a, in faft. p. xi 1, b Fhleg. mir. c 24. 
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Pomitian veycd to JLome *• This year Dotnitian enacted a law, forbid* 
mags ding, under levere penalties, the caftrating of children, and 
other ex- regulating the prices of fuch as were eunuchs already 5 for they 
eel/en t were all flaves and brought from foreign countries K Phila* 
* awjm Jiratus tells us, that Domitian was chiefly prompted to ena£l 

this law by a fecret envy to the memory of Titus, who was, 
greatly addicted to eunuchs, and had conftantly many of them 
about him. Be that as it will, the law was generally applaud- 
ed, and continued in force in the time of Juftin the martyr K 
PuniJBes The fame year, according to Eufebius *, he punifhed four ve- 
feme we- ftals convicted of inceft, v/z. two fitters of the family of the 
fials con- Ocellates* Varonilla, and Cornelia, The three former he al- 
<vi8ed of lowed to chufc the manner of their death ; hut Cornelia* wh& 
inceft. had been pardoned before, he caufed to be buried alive, and her 

accomplices to be whipt to death in the midfl of the comitium.' 
Thofe who had debauched the other three were only condemn- 
Agricola'j ed to banifhment m . In the mean time, Agricola continued 
further his conquefts in Britain* or rather Caledonia. On the fum- 
tonqucfts in mer which began the fixth year of his adminiftration, as it was 
Jfaitain. apprehended, that the nations beyond Bodotria* or the frith of 

Edinburgh* would all take arms, and that all the ways and paf- 
fages were befet with the enemy's forces, his firft ftep was to 
coaft, and examine, by means of his fleet, the large commui 
nines beyond the frith, probably thofe of the counties of Fife) 
dngus* Mernes* and Aberdeen* which lie beyond Edinburgh 
frithr. As the fleet conftantly attended the army, the fame 
camp often contained the foot and the horfe and the marinesg 
all intermixed, and feverally magnifying their own feats, ha- 
zards, and adventures. The foldiers boafted their laborious 
marches over fteep mountains and thick forefts; the failors their 
dangers amidft the tempefts and waves, all vying together ac- 
cording to the ufual vaunts and oftentation of foldiers. As*for 
the Britons* upon the fight of the fleet, they were feized, aq 
from, the captives was learnt, with confirmation and difmay^ 
finding the recefles of the fea. now difcovered, and the laff re- 
fuge of the vanquUhed cut offl The feveral people therefore in- 
habiting Caledonia had immediate recourfe to arms, and advanc- 
ing with great parade, ftill made greater by common, report, 
boldly attacked the Roman forts, and caufed no fmall terror and 
alarm amongit the foldiers ; infomuch, that there were fome, 
who, covering real cowardice under the appearance of pru- 
dence, advifed Agricola to return to this fide of Bodotria* fee- 
ing it was left (hamcful to retire back of their own accord, than 

• Noitis. epift.conful. p. 55, 56. *Suet. c. 7. k Jvstih, 
ml. ii. p. 71. 1 Ei/seb. in cluron,. m Su$r. c. 8. 
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to be repulfed and driven by force. As Jgricola was informed, 
that the enemy defigned to attack him in different bodies, he di- 
vided his army into three parts, and thus marched to prevent their 
furrounding him 5 for they furpafled him in numbers and in the 
knowledge of the country. Hereupon the Caledonians changed <f^ e Cale- 
their meafures, and in one body fell upon the ninth legion, as donians 
the weakeft of all. As the attack was in the night, they flew attack the 
the guards, entered the trenches, aud were already purfuing the ninth U- 
flaughter in the camp itfelf, when Agricola 9 having learnt from gion 9 but 
his fcouts what rout the enemy had taken, and following their are re- 
track, commanded the lighten; of his foot and cavalry to charge 
them, while yet engaged, in the rear, and the whole army to 
give a mighty fhout. Thus the Caledonians were difmayed with 
double diftrefs, and to the Romans their courage returned 5 
fo that they fell upon the enemy with great resolution, and drove 
them to the gates of the camp, where a bloody encounter en- 
fued, the Romans who were come to the relief of their compa- 
nions prelfing them in the rear, and thofe who were in the 
camp in the front, and both exerting their whole might, the 
former to (hew that they brought relief, the latter to appear not 
to have wanted it. At laft the Caledonians were routed ; and 
had not the bogs arid woods covered their flight, by this victory 
the war had been ended. . This battle, in the opinion of the 
writer whom we have quoted above n , was fought in the county 
of Fife\ for Agricola's army was at that time, as is evident 
from Tacitus* on the north fide of Bodotria, or the frith of 
Edinburgh 5 and the remains of a Roman camp are ftill to be 
feen in that county, at a place called Locbore* To the fouth 
of the camp is a large morals, in which are daily dug up roots 
of different trees 5 whence the above-mentioned writer con- 
cludes it to have been formerly a great wood, and thence 
ftrengthens his conjecture, that the ninth legion was attacked 
there; for Tacitus tells us, that if the bogs and woods had not 
ferved for flielter to the fugitives, that victory would have put 
an end to the war. The Roman foldiers, elated with this fuc- ffig R a : 
cefe, and thinking nothing could now prove unfurmountable to man foU 
their bravery, demanded to be led into the heart of Caledonia , dicrs de- 
and to the utmoft limits of Britain 9 which they hoped to find mand to be 
out by a conftant courfe of victories. Thus thofe, who a little led into the 
before had been fo wary and fo wife, were now after victory heart of 
full of boafts and intrepidity. Inftead of returning to this fide Caledonia, 
of Bodotria, they were for penetrating to the utmoft bounds of 
Britain. On the other band*, the Caledonians, afcribing the 
victory gained by the Romans, not to their fuperior courage, 
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but to the (kill and addrefs of their general, loft nothing of their 
fpirit and refolution, but armed their youth, removed their 
wives and children into places of fecurity, and, in general 
aflemblies of their feveral communities, engaged them in a 
league, which they ratified by folemn facrifices. And thus they 
mutually retired for the winter, with minds on both fides 
equally irritated and bent upon war and revenge °. The fame 
fcmmer a cohort of UJipians, levied by the Romans in Germany, 
and thence tranfported to Britain, having flain the centurion 
and fome Roman foldiers, placed among them to teach them 
the difcipline, imbarqued in three veffels, with a dehgn to re- 
turn to their own country, forcing the pilots to conduct them. 
But one of thefe forfaking them and making his efcape, or 
bringing them back, as we read in Dion Cajfius, to Britain, 
they fufpeaed, and therefore killed the other two, and aban- 
doned themfelves to the mercy of the winds and waves ; which, 
after having long tofTed them hither and thither, earned them 
Britain**/- quite round about Britain ; infomuch, that, departing, according 
rvuered to to Dion, from the eaftern, they returned to the weftern, coaft, 
he an where the Roman army was then encamped p. Tacitus tells us, 
ifland. t hat having failed quite round the ifland, they were driven on 

the coafts of Germany, where, their veffels being loft, they 
were feized as pirates by the Suevians and Frifians ; and being 
fold for flaves, fome of them by change of matters were brought 
over to the Roman fide of the Rhine, where they became fa- 
mous by relating fuch an extraordinary adventure, and by dif- 
covering that Britain was an ifland. Their provifions had foon 
failed them; fo that they were obliged to make frequent de- 
fcents, and engage with feveral of the Britijb nations, ui which 
conflicts they often proved viaorious, and were fometimcs de- 
feated. They were at length reduced to fuch ftraights, as to 
feed upon one another, firft upon the weakeft, then upon whom- 
foever the lot fell. This happened in the eighty-third year of 
the chriftian aera, and the fecond of Dominant reign. Iftc 
fame year, the emperor undertook an expedition agamit die 
Cattans, whom Tacitus defcribes as the moft polite and moi 
Domitian warlike nation in Germany. Domitian attacked them, without 
attacks the the i ca ft provocation, and while they were quite unprepared lor 
Cattans, war . j aid wa ft e part of their country, took a fmall number 01 
and for bis peafants p r ifoners 5 and then, upon advice that the enemy were 
«*ri«fV- 5 rawing their forces together, haftencd back, and returned to 
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which were led before his chariot great numbers of flaves by 
him bought, and attired like Germans. On occafion of this 
mock victory, he promifed to increafe the pay of the foldiers 5 
but, not having wherewithal to difcharge his promife, and at 
the fame time fupply his other extravagances, he foon after be- 
took himfelf to all manner of rapine and violence. From this 
time forward, Domhian conftantly wore in the fenate, and all 
public afiemblies, the triumphal robe r . 

The following year, Domhian being confulthe tenth time, 
with Appiusy or, as others call him, Oppius Sabinus,, the brave 
Jgricola purfued his conquefts in Caledonia with wonderful fuc- 
cefs. In the beginning of the fummcr, he loft* to his great 
grief, his fon, about a year old ; a misfortune which he neither 
bore with an oftentation of firmnefs and conftancy, like many 
other great men, nor with lamentations and tears, worthy only of 
women. Againft this affliction war proved his chief remedy. 
Having therefore fent forward his navy, in order to fpread a 
mighty terror, by committing devaftations in feveral places, he 
put himfelf at the head of his army lightly equipped ; and to it 
added fome of the braveft Britons, whofe fidelity had been well 
proved by long experience in peace. Thus he arrived at the 
Grampian hills, upon which the enemy were already encamped. 
For the Caledonians, nothing daunted by the iflue of the late The Cale* 
battle, and boldly waiting, either to take revenge or to fuffer d onians 
bondage, had, by embaflies and confederacies, drawn toge- draw to- 
ther the forces of all their communities, to the number of gather 
thirty thoufand ; and their youth from every quarter v/ere ftill thirty 
continuing to flock in, as were alfo fuch of their elderly men as thou f an * 
were yet vigorous, and had fignalized themfelves in war, car- men * 
rying with them their feveral enfigns of honour formerly gained 
in the field. Upon the approach of the Roman army, the Ca- 
ledonians with great eagernefs prepared for battle ; and Galga- 
w, who furpafied all their other leaders both in valour and de- 
fcent, is faid to have encouraged them with the following fpeech, 
which the learned Lipfius looks upon as one of the fincft pieces 
of eloquence ever committed to the Roman language 5 . " When Galga- 
44 1 confider the caufes of the war and the neceflity to which cus'j fpeech 
" we are reduced, great is my confidence, that this day and*0 them. 
" this your union will give a happy beginning to the liberty of 
" the whole ifland. Bondage we have never borne ; and we 
are fo befet, that beyond us thenc is no further land, nor any 
" fecurity left us from the fera, while the Roman fleet is hover- 
ing upon our coafts. Thus what brave men covet for glory, 
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cc is to cowards become the fafeft expedient of all others, I mean 
46 prefent recourfe to battle and arms. The other Britons, in 
c< their former confli&s with the Romans, had ftill a remaining 
<c fource of hope andfuccour in this our nation : for of all the 
< c people of Britain, we are the moft noble, placed in its remote!! 
<c regions, and at a great diftance from thofe nations that are 
* c held in bondage by the enemy ; fo that our eyes are yet un- 
<c polluted with the nght of lawleis and ufurped power. To us, 
ct who are the utmoft inhabitants of the earth and the laft who 
€C enjoy liberty, this extremity of the globe, this remoteft re- 
• c cefs, unknown even to common fame, has proved the only 
cc protection and defence. At prefent, the utmoft boundary of 
44 Britain is laid open ; beyond us no more people are found, 
<c nor aught but feas and rocks ; and already the Romans have 
€i advanced into the heart of our country. Againft their pride 
and ambition you will in vain feek a remedy or refuge from 
c< any obfequioufnefs or humble behaviour. Thefe plunderers 
of the earth, thefe ravagers of the univerfe, finding countries 
to fail them, endeavour to rifle the wide feas and the ocean. 
€c If the enemy be wealthy, he inflames their avarice; if poor, 
their ambition. Neither the eaftern world, nor the weftern, 
cc vaft as they are, can fatiate thefe general robbers. Of all 
f 6 men, they alone thirft after acquifitions, both poor and rich, 
c< with equal avidity and paflion . Devaftations, murders, and 
* 6 univerfal deftru&ion, they by a lying name ftyle empire and 
* 6 government ; and when they have fpread a general devafa- 
<c tion. they call it peace. Deareft to every man, by the inftintt 
<c of nature, are his children and kindred. Thefe are fnatched 
* c from us to fupply their armies, and doomed to bondage in 
<c other parts of the earth. Our wives, daughters, andfifters, 
* 6 however they efcape violence from them as from open ene- 
C6 mies, are debauched under the appearance of friendfliip. Our 
goods are their tribute, our corn their provifion, our bodies 
<c and limbs their tools for the drudgery of making cuts through 
<c woods and drains in bogs, under continual blows and out- 
<c rages. Other flaves, whom nature and fortune have deftjnea 
cc to fervitude, are but once fold, and thenceforward nourifhea 
<c by their lords. The Britons are daily paying for their fervi- 
* c tude, are daily maintaining and feeding their imperious lords 
** and oppreflbrs. Moreover, as in a tribe of dom? ftic flaves, 
*« he who comes laft is feoffed by his fellows, arid fcrves for 
" fport to them; f6 in this antient ftate of flavery, to which 
" the world is reduced, we, as the latcft flaves, and thence 
" held the moft contemptible, are now deftincd to deftru&on. 
" For we have no fields to manure, no mines to dig, no ports 

i works for which they might be tempted to refcrw 



* c to make 



Chap. 19.' The Roman Hiftorjl 40 J 

46 us. Belldes, magnanimity and a daring fpirit, infubdued na- 
«* tlonsf is always diftafleful to jealous and arbitrary rulers. And 
* c truly our fituation, fo folitary and remote, the more fecurity 
« c it affords to us, the greater jealoufy it raifes in them. Since 
* c therefore you are thus bereft of all hopes of mercy, roufe 
" your courage in defence both of your lives and glory. The 
* c Brigantes, even under the conduct of a woman, burnt their 
« c colony, ftormed their intrenchments, and, had not fuch auf- 
•« pictous beginnings degenerated into floth, might have with 
" eafe caft off the yoke and recovered their former liberty. Let 
« c us, who are yet unfubdued, who ftill preferve our forces in- 
cc tire, and want not to acquire, but only to fecure, liberty, 
<c {hew at once, in the very firft encounter, what kind of men 
« c Caledonia has referved for her own vindication and defence* 
46 Do you believe the Romans to be equally brave in war, as 
46 they are vicious and diflblute in peace? No; not from their 
<c valour they have derived their renown, but from our quarrels 
* c and diviftons, which th«y have dexteroufly converted to the 
* c glory of their own army; an army compounded of a motly 
<c multitude of different nations, which by fuccefs alone are 
<c held together, and confequently cannot fail to diflblve upon 
64 any misfortune or difafter : unlefs you fuppofe the Gauls and 
** Germans , and many of the Britons whom with fhame I 
cc mention, to be attached to them with any real affe&ion : 
* c they have been all longer their enemies than their friends ; and 
cc what reftrains them at prefent is, nothing but awe and terror; 
" which once removed, thofc who ceafe to fear will imme- 
c< diately begin to give proofs of their hatred. "Whatever can 
* c incite men to victory, is found on our fide. The Romans 
**• have no wives to encourage and urge them; they have here 
<c no fathers or mothers to upbraid them for flying. In 
* c number they are but few, ignorant of the country, and 
cc thence ftruck with dread, whi lft whatever they behold around 
€t them is wild and ftrange, even the air and the fky, with the 
€i woods and the fea; fo that the gods feem to have delivered 
u them up inclofed and fettered into our hands. Let not the 
" vain mow and glare of gold and filver terrify us; this is what 
<c can neither wound nor fave. In the very army of the enemy 
* c we fhall find many on our own fide : the Britons will own 
iC and efpoufe their own caufe, and abandon one foreign and 
u unnatural to them : the Gauls will remember their former 
" liberty : what the Ufipians have lately done, the other Gcr- 
* c mans will do, and abandon the Romans. And what elfe have 
" we to fear? their forts are ungarifoned; their colonies peo-f 
** pled with the aged and infirm ; the municipal cities arc weak- 
ened and rent into parties and factions, while the people are 
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cc avcrfe to obedience, and the magiftrates rule with injuftice. 
<c Here you fee a general, here an army; there tributes and 
cc mines, with a long train of calamities and cur fes, ever at- 
cc tending a ftate of flavery. Whether all thefe are to be for 
" ever impofed and borne, or we forthwith avenge ourfdves 
cc for the attempt, this very day muft determine. As there- 
<c fore you advance to battle, look back upon your anceftors, 
who lived in the happy ftate of liberty; look forward to your 
pofterity, who, unlefs you exert your valour in this very 
cc field, muft live for ever in a miferable ftate of fervitude 
This fpeech was received with fongs, according to the cuftom 
which then prevailed among the Caledonians^ with joyful fliouts, 
and a terrible din. Already their bands moved, and the glare 
of their arms appeared, while the moft refolute were running 
to the front. As the army was forming in battle array, AgrU 
cola, tho* he faw his men full of alacrity and hardly to be re- 
ftrained, yet chofe to difbourfe them in the following {train : 
Agricola'j cc It is now the eighth year, my fellow fold iers, fince, through 
fpeech to C c t ^ e au fpi c i 0 us fortune of the Roman empire and by your own 
j men. cc va ] our9 you have been purfuing the conqueft of Britain. In 

<c fo many marches, in fo many battles, you have had conftant 
cc occafion to exert your bravery againft the enemy, or your 
C6 patience againft the obftacles of nature. During all thefe 
<c ftruggles, we have found no caufe of mutual regret, I to 
<c have conducted fuch foldiers, or you to have followed fuch 
* c a captain. We have both paned the limits which we found, 
cc I thofe known to antient governors, you thofe of former 
cc armies. The utmoft bound of Britain is found, not by fame 
only and report: but we poflefs it with our arms and camps. 
cc Britain is intirely difcovered, and intirely fubdued. While 
we were marching, and fatigued with patting mountains, 
rivers, and bogs, I have often heard every man remarkably 
<c brave cry out, When fhall we fee the enemy ? when be led 
cc to battle? Already they are come, roufed from their 6ft- 
cc nefles and lurking-holes. Here you fee the end of all your 
* c wifhes; here is room for all your valour, and all things pro- 
mifing and propitious, if you conquer; but equally difaltrous, 
fhould you be overcome. To have thus marched over a tract 
of country fo immenfe, to have pafled through thick and 
gloomy forcfts, to have crofled arms of the fea, is matter of 
great glory and applaufe, while we advance againft the enemy; 
but if wc fly from them, whatever is now moft to our ad van* 
fC tage, will prove moft to our di fad vantage and ruin. We are 
C( not fo well /killed in the country as the enemy, nor have we 
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<€ the like ftorc of provifions; but we have hands and weapons, 
ce and in thcfe all things. For myfelf, I have been long fince 
cc convinced, that neither for the Poldiers, nor for the general, 
Ci is there any fafety in turning their backs upon the foe* 
c « Hence an honourable death is far preferable to a life with re- 
tc proach ; and fecurity is infeparable from renown. Neither 
*« would it be a fate void of glory to fall in this utmoft verge 
<c of the world and nature. Were people unknown to you 
c * now arrayed againft you, were you to engage men never 
cc before tried, I would animate you by the examples of other 
< c armies. At prefent only recollect and enumerate your own 
cc exploits, only afk and confult your own eyes. Thefe are 
ec the fame men, who, but the laft year, trufting to the dark- 
« c nefs of the night, attacked by ftealth a fingle legion, and 
<c were by the terror of your fhouting utterly overthrown. 
ec Thefe, of all the Britons^ are the moft timorous and mofl 
cc prone to flight; and therefore have thusfurvived all the reft. 
<c As in forefts and woods, beafts of the greateft ftrength are 
<c driven thence by fuperior force, and the timorous and fpirit- 
* c lefs are feared even at the cry of the purfuers ; fo all the 
* c braveft Britons are long fince fallen by the fword, and only 
< c the moft fearful and daftardly remain, whom at length you 
" have found, not becaufe they intended to flay and make head 
againft you, but becaufe they are overtaken and furprifed. 
They ftand in the field, ftruck with dread and bereft of all 
c< fpirit; whence you may without much danger gain over 
* c them a glorious and memorable victory. Here conclude 
" your warfare; here complete your expeditions and ejffbrts, 
* c and put an end to a ftruggle of fifty years, with one great 
and important day ; fo that the army may not be charged 
either with protracting the war, or with any caufe for reviving 
it V Jgricola had fcarce ended his fpeech, when the fol- 
diers, tranfported with joy, flew to their arms. Jgricola, fee- 
ing them fufficiently animated and inflamed, drew them up in Htwgog** 
battle array, placing the auxiliary foot, to the number of eight ,/je 9 alc ~ 
thoufand men, in the centre, and three thousand auxiliary horfe do " ,ans 
in the wings. The legions he would not Puffer to advance, but * '*? 
commanded them to ftand in battle-array clofc to the intrench-* ^fGa] 
mcnts ; for the victory, he thought, would be the more glori- cus, * S *" 
ous, were it, by fparing them, gained without fpilling any Ro- 
man blood ; and, on the other hand, they were ftill a fure fuc- 
cour, fhould the reft be repulfcd. The Caledonians were ranged 
upon the rifing grounds in Puch manner, that the firft band 
Mood upon the plain, and the reft role fucceifively upon the 
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brows of the hills, one rank clofe above the other, as if they 
had been linked together. The enemy's chariots of war and 
cavalry filled the interjacent field. Then Agrieola fearing, ai 
the enemy far furpafled him in number, left he fhould be at» 
tacked at once in the front and on each flank, opened and ex- 
tended his front. As thence his ranks proved more weak, many 
advifed him to bring on the legicri*; but he, in all difficulties 
more prone to hope than to fear, without hearkening to their 
advice, difmifled hishorfe, and advanced on foot before the en- 
figns. T he onfet was begun at a diftance, wherein the Bri- 
tons difplayed great courage and equal fkill, eluding, with their 
huge fwords and fmall bucklers, the miflive weapons of the Ro- 
mans, whilft of their own they poured a torrent upon them, 
till Agrieola encouraged three Bat avian cohorts and two of the 
Tungrians, to clofe with the enemy, and bring them to an en* 
gagement hand to hand, as what to the veteran foldiers by a long 
practice was become familiar, but proved to the enemy veiy 
uneafy and embarrafiing, as they were armed with little targets 
and with fwords of enormous fize; for the fwords of the Bru 
tons, as they were bjunt at the end, were quite unfit for % 
clofe encounter. Hence the Batavians doubled their blows, 
wounded the enemy with the iron bones of their buckler?) 
mangled their faces, and beating down all who withftood 
them in the plain, were already carrying the attack up to the 
hills j infomuch, that the other cohorts, encouraged by their 
example, fell upon the enemy with equal ardour, and made a 
dreadful havock of all who oppofed them; nay, fuch was the 
hurry of the conquerors, that they left many of the enemy be T 
hind them but half dead, and others not fo much as wounded. 
In the mean time, their cavalry betook themfelves to flight, 
and their chariots of war, mixing with the battalions of foot, 
and in tangled with the unevennels of the place, occafioned in 
the plain a general diforder and confufion. The engagement 
had not the lead appearance of a combat of cavalry ; for (land- 
ing obftinately foot to foot, they preflcd to overthrow each 
other by the weight and bodies of their horfes, befides, the cha- 
riots, abandoned and ftraggling, and likewife the horfes deflitute 
of managers, and thence wild and affrighted, were running to 
and iro juft as the next fright drove them; infomuch, that all 
pf their own fide who met them, or croffed their way, were 
beaten down by them. In the mean time, the Britons* who 
were lodged upon the ridges of the hills, and had hithei to no 
{hare in the encounter, looking with feorn upon the fmall num- 
ber of the Roman forces, began to defcend (lowly, and to fur- 
round them in the rear, while they were purfuing their victory. 

But Agrico!a 3 who had apprehended this very defign, detached 

againtt 
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againft them four fquadrons of horfe, which he had referved 

near him for the fudden exigencies of the field. Thefe failing 

upon the enemy, with great vigour and intrepidity, obliged 

them to retire, and put them in great dlforder : then turning 

againft the Caledonians their own devices, they wheeled about, 

and attacked the enemy in the rear. Hereupon the Calcdo- <j"j je Cale- 

nians began to retire in great confufion, and nothing was to be donians 

feen all over the open fields but purfuits, wounds, and capti- are utterly 

vity, and the prefent captives always flaughtered when others routed, 

occurred to be taken. Some of the enemy fled in large troops, 

with all their arms, before a fmaller number who purfued them ; 

others, quite unarmed, rulhing into danger, offered themfelves 

through defpair to - inftant death. On all fides lay fcattered 

arms, and carcafes, and mangled limbs ; and the ground was 

dyed with blood. Some bands of the vanquifhed ftill fought 

with incredible refolution and bravery ; and when they drew 

near the woods, they rallied, and furrounded the forcmoft pur- 

fuers, who, without knowing the country, had ventured too 

far : whence the conquerors muft have fufFered fome notable 

difafter, had not Agricola^ who was conftantly flying from one 

quarter to another, ordered the braveft cohorts lightly equipped 

to inveft the enemy on all fides, and fome of the cavalry to dif- 

mount and enter the narrow pafles, while the reft of the horfe 

advanced into the more open and paflable parts of the wood. 

The Caledonians y perceiving the Romans to continue the purfuit rfnd pur- 

with regular and clofe ranks, betook themfelves to flight, not fad by the 

in united bodies as before, but quite fcattered, no man regard- Romans 

ing or awaiting another, but all in the utmoft confufion making with great 

toward the defcrts and the moft remote places. The Romans (laughter, 

followed them clofe j and the purfuit was not ended but with 

night and a fatiety of {laughter. Of the enemy, ten thou- 

fand were flain ; of the Roman army, three hundred and forty, 

among whom was Aulas Atticus, commander of a cohort, 

who, by his own youthful heat and alfo by a fiery horfe, was 

hurried into the midft of the enemy w (E). 

The 

w Idem, c. 35 — 38. 

(E) We will not take upon us to afcertain the prccife place oLfchia 
memorable aclion, our antiquaries being greatly divided in their 
opinions about it. However, we cannot help obferving, that the 
chief argument, which the author of the Itiwrarium Si ptcntrionale 
makes ufe of to confute the opinions of other antiquaries, equally 
concludes againft his own. For he approves of no place, but where 
fome velliges are Ail I to be feen of a Roman camp capable of con- 
taining the army which Agricola had with him at this battle. 

Hence 
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The following night proved a night of great joy to the con- 
querors> both from victory and fpoil. But the Caledoniansj 
both men and women, crying and howling, wandered in def- 
pair i fome dragged away their wounded 5 others were heard 

calling 

Hence he rejeas the opinions of thofe who pretend, that the battle 
was fought in the Mearns, or at the Blair of Atbol, becaufe no re- 
mains of a Roman camp are to be feen in either of thefe places. 
Againft fuch as maintain Ardocb in Stratballan and Innerpejery to 
be the fpot on which the fate of Caledonia was determined, he al- 
ledges, that the camps, which are to be feen there, were not capa- 
ble of containing the army which Agricola led out againft the Cale- 
donians. Having thus confuted the opinions of other antiquaries, 
lie offers his own, which is, that the real place where the batdc was 
fought, is in Strathem, half a mile fouth of the kirk of Comerie, 
there being ftill to be feen in that place a Roman incampment, di- 
vided into two partitions or fquares, which are joined together with 
a vaft rampart of ftone and earth. Our learned antiquary tells us, 
that having calculated the number of men contained in the fouthmoft 
camp, according to the allowance of ground made by Polybius for 
every foot-foldier, he was raoft agreeably furprifed to find it con- 
tained the precife number of foot which T acitus faya jgricola had 
along with him at the batde of Mom Grampius, viz. eight thoufand 
auxiliaries , and that the other fquare, where he fuppofes the horfe 
lay, contained exactly three thoufand horfemen. For Tacitus, fays 
he, plainly informs us of the number of Agricola\ army at that bat- 
tle ; for, fpeakingof his difpofmgof the troops, he fays thus; ln- 
fiinclos ruentefque it a difpofuit, ut peditum auxilia, qua: oclo millia 
erant, medium aciem firmarent, equitum tria millia cornibus affur.de- 
rentur : that is, Thus encouraged a?id rujbing forward) Agricola 
formed tbem fo, that tbe body of auxiliary foot, who were eight thou- 
fand men, compofed the centre, and three thoufand horfe were placed 

in the wings. But were thefe eight thoufand auxiliary foot and three 
thoufand horfe all the troops Agricola had with him at this battle? 
Does not Tacitus to the words we have juil quoted fubjoin, Legioncs 

fro<vallo pit err, ingens vt&oria? decus citra Rornanumjanguinem bd- 
lanti, C5'" auxilium, ft pellcrentur : that is, The legions food jujl 
without tbe intrenchmc'nts, that the <vic?ory might be the more glortcus, 
were it gained without Roman blood 1 and that the legions might be 
ready to fucccur the auxiliaries, if repulfcd. Hence it is evident, 
that" Aoricola, befides the eight thoufand auxiliary foot and three 
thoufand horfe, had fome legions with him, for which there wasno 
roc*#, according to our antiquary's own calculation, in the above- 
mentioned camp. If therefore his chief argument has any force, 
it confutes, without leaving room to any reply, his own opinion, as 
mult evidently appear to every reader. Belldes, to us it ^ em8 ^" ,t ?j 
abfurd to f.mpofc. as that writer does, that fome veihges mu. Uiu 
remain of all the 7W/;/camps in thisifland. and indeed cltcvvncre, 
notwirhiinnding the innumerable changes and alterations that muic 
Lave hardened, unknown to u<. i'i ilic courfu of lo many aj^ 



Chap. 19.' The Roman Hijlory. 409 

calling their loft friends; all abandoned their houfes, and fome 
in rage even fet fire to them : not knowing where to Ihelter 
themfelves, they fled from one lurking-hole to another ; th?n 
met to confult, and from their counfcls gathered fome hope \ 
{ometimes, at the fight of their deareft pledges of nature, they 
were moved to pity, fometimes to refolution and fury : nay, 
fome, out of companion and tendernefs, murdered their chil- 
dren and wives. The next day difplayed more fully the great- 
nefs of the victory > on all fides a profound filence, folitary hills, 
a thick fmoke riling from the houfes on fire, and not a living 
foul to be found by the fcouts. When from thefe, who had 
been difpatched out into all quarters, it was learnt, that no cer- 
tain traces could be difcovered whither the enemy had fled, and 
that they had no-where rallied in bodies, jfgricota, confider- 
jng that the fummer was already far fpent, and confequently that 
he could not purfue the operations of the war, led his army into 
the country of the Horejlians^ that is, as is commonly fuppofed, 
into Angus. Having there received hoftages, he ordered the ad- He orders 
rniral of the fleet to fail round Britain^ furnifhing him with his feet to 
proper forces for that expedition, which he happily accomplifh- fail round 
ed ; and thence proved Britain to be, as it was thought before, the if and. 
an ifland. On this occafion were difcovered andfubdued the 
jfles of Orkney , till then unknown. Thule^ now called Ifeland^ 
or, as others will have it, Shetland^ was like wife found, hither- 
to hid, to ufe the expreflion of Tacitus^ by winter, under eter- 
nal fnow. In the mean time, Agricola himfelf led on the foot 
and horfe with a flow pace, that the minds of thefe new- 
conquered nations might be awed and difmayed by prolonging 
his march through them. He then put his army into winter- Puts his 
quarters. Soon after the fleet, having failed round the ifland, re- troops into 
turned with great fame to the port whence it had departed. That ™i"tcr- 
ort is called by Tacitus, Trutulenfis y which is utterly unknown. V iarte f tm 
lomc, inftead of Trutulen/is y read Rbutupcnjis y fuppofed to be 
Sandwich haven. But (xomTacitus it is manifeft, that the fleet 

How many camps were made by the Romans in Germany* Gaul % 
and 7/rt/y, of which no traces remain in our days! Great cities have 
been overturned and utterly deftroyed, by the devourer of all things, 
tunc j infomuch, that antiquaries are at a lofs about the places 
where they Hood. But, admitting our author's fuppofition, it is 
evident from his own ai-gumcmii, that the battle was not: fought in 
the place for which he contends, the camp there being capable of 
containing only eight thcufand foot and three thoufand horfe ; be- 
fides which, AgrUola had with him feveral legions, as is plain from 
the words of Tacitus (18). 

(18) Tacit, *vit. Jgr. c. 35. 

Vol. XIV, F f f at 
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at that time attended Agricola in Caledonia or Scotland ; and 
confequently muft have failed from fome port of that kingdom, 
Britain Thus, after many ftruggles and contefts, Britain was at length 
intirely re* intirely reduced ; but the Romans did not long eontinue matters, 
duced. at leafi of Caledonia^ what Agricola won being foon after loft 

by Domitian. The poet Juvenal fpeaks of a Britijb king, 
by name Arviragus^ who was at war with the Romans in Do- 
mitian y s reign x ; and all the Scots hiftorians tell us, that, upon 
the departure of Agricola^ the Caledonians poflefled themfelvea 
of the caftles and forts raifed by him in their country. As for 
the Roman hiftorians, they fcarce take any notice of the Britijb 
affairs till the reign of the emperor Hadrian , who came over 
into Britain , where he built a v/all eighty miles in length, in 
order to feparate the Romans from the barbarians, as Spartia- 
nus ftyles them 7 . 

Agricola immediately acquainted Domitian by letters with the 
fuccefs that had attended his arms in Britain , and the fituation 
of affairs there. The account he conveyed to him was plain 
and modeft, without all oftentation, or any pomp of words. 
Domitian The emperor received it with joy in his countenance, but with 
is flung anguifh in his heart, being well apprifed, that his late mock 
nuitb ennjy triumph over the Germans was held in public derifion ; whereas 
At the now a true and mighty victory, gained by the daughter of fo 
news of his many thoufandsof the enemy, was every- where founded by the 
eonquejis. voice of fame, and received with univerfal applaufe. He could 

not brook that the name of a private man fhould be exalted a- 
bove that of the prince : to the emperor alone, he thought, 
properly appertained the glory and renown of being a great 
general. Tortured with thefe anxious thoughts, and indulging 
his humour of being fhutup in fecret, a certain indication that 
he was meditating fome bloody dciign, he at lafc. judged it the 
befl: courfe upon this occafion, to fmother his rancour, till the 
fame of thefe conquefts, and the affection of the army to AgrU 
Yet cavfcs co [ a ^ were fome what abated. To him, therefore, he caufed 
triumphal to ^ e decreed by the fenate the triumphal ornaments, a ftatue 
be farced crownea ' wltn l aure I» ana * whatever elfe is beftowed inftead of a 
to him rea * tr * um ph* heightening thefe honours with many expreflioni 

full of efteem and refpe£t. But, in the mean time, he refolved 
He recais to recal him i and that this might not be afcribed to jealoufy or 
htm. envy, he caufed a report to be fpread abroad, that to Agricola 

was deftined the province of Syria , a government then vacant 
by the death of sitilins Rufus^ a man of confular dignity, fince 
the fame was referved only for men of the firft rank. There 
were many who believed, that an imperial freedman, one much 

* Joven. fat. iv. v. 3S. y Spart. in vit, Hadriani. 

trufted 
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trufted with the fecret defigns of his matter, was by him dis- 
patched to carry the inftrument appointing Agricola governor of 
Syria, with orders to deliver it to him, wee he ftill in 2?rr- 
tain* for he had already named him a fucceflbr ; that the freed* 
man met Agricola crofling the chanel, and, without fo much as 
{peaking to him, returned directly to Domitian. Whether this 
account he true, or only a fiction, framed in conformity to the 
character and genius of Do?nitian y is, according to Tacitus 9 
uncertain. Agricola had already Surrendered to his fucceflbr, 
probably Sallujlius Secwidus* the province, now fettled in per- 
feci: peace and tranquillity. To avoid all popular diftindion 
and concourfe of people to meet him, he entered Rome by 
night, and by night went, as he was directed, to the palace, 
where he was received by the emperor with a fhort embrace, 
without a word faid, and then pailed undiftinguifhed amongft 
the croud of courtiers. From this time forward, to leflen Aerlcola 
the reputation he had acquired of a military man and a gallant 
commander, a name ever diftafteful to thofe who live them- t j ree > /-y e 
felves in idlenefs, he refigned himfelf intirely to inactivity and 
repofe. In his drefe he was modeft ; in his conversion affa- 
ble and free, and never found accompanied by more than one, 
or at moft two, of his friends : infomuch, that many, efpe- 
cially fuch as judge of great men from their retinue and parade, 
when they beheld and obferved Agricola* could not conceive, 
whence proceeded his mighty fame ; and indeed few there 
were, who could account for the motives of his condu£h 
Notwithstanding the retired life he led, he was frequently ac- 
cufed in his abfence before Domitian* and as often in his abfence 
•acquitted. What threatened his life was no crime of his, nor 
complaint of any particular for injuries received, nor any thing 
elfe, fave the glorious character of the man, and the perverfe 
jdifpolition of the emperor, hating all excellence and every 
virtue. With thefe caufes concurred the worfl: fort of enemies, 
fuch as extolled him in order to deftroy him. Befidcs, fuch 
times afterwards enfucd, as would not fufFer the name of Agri- 
cola to remain unmentioned ; fo that he was in conftant danger 
of being facrificcd to the jcalou fy of the emperor, but never- 
thelefs lived nine years longer z ; whence we fhall haveoccafion 
to fpeak of him again in the courfe of this reign. 

The fame year, Cariomcrus* king of the Cberuftans y a 
German nation, being driven out by the Cattans* becaufe he 
had fubmitted to the Romans and delivered hoftages to them, 
had racourfc to Domitian for afliftancc. But the emperor, no* 



* Tacit, ibid. c. 38 42 
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caring to engage in a war with that fierce nation, contented 
himfelf with conveying to his friend and ally a fum of money, 
inftead of troops, which, he faid, he could not at that juncture 
well fpare *- About the fame time, one Ganda y a German 
virgin and prophetefs, and revered in Germany as a deity, 'ar- 
rived at Rome 5 and being there well received by Domitian 9 after 
fome private conferences with him, returned to her owq 
country b . 

The year following, Domitian was conful the eleventh 
time, and had for his collegue one Fulvius 9 whom Onuphrius 
takes to be 7*. Aurelius Fulvlus, or Fulvus 9 the grandfather of 
Titus Antoninus. He was a native of Nijme, twice conful and 
governor of Rome. This year D omit tan took the title of em- 
peror four times, but for what victories we find no- where re- 
corded. We read indeed in Dion CaJJius 9 that the Suevlans. 
and Lygia7ts y whom that writer places in Mcefta 9 folicited Do- 
e TJy; Sue- mitian for fuccours, who fent them only an hundred horfemenj 
vians in- which fo provoked the Suevians, that joining the lazygiam, a 
*vadc the people of Sarmatia, they advanced with a defign to pafs the Da- 
Roman nube 9 and lay wafte the Roman terrritories c . Dion CaJJius doe* 
tnntortes* not acquaint us with the iflue of this bold undertaking; butTa- 

cltus 9 having told us in one place, that the Sarmatians and Sue* 
vians entered into an alliance againft Rome d , adds in another % 
that, foon after the return of Agricola out of Britain, thcRfl- 
mans loft intire armies in Masfia, in Dacia, in Germany, and 
in Pannonia, all by the bad conduct of their generals, either 
altogether cowardly or fool-hardy- From feveral medals it ap- 
pears, that Domitian returned this year to Rome from fome ex- 
pedition, of which not the leaft mention is made by the hifto} 
rians: perhaps he marched in perfon againft the Suevians and 
lazygians ; at leaft feveral medals were ftamped this year in me- 
mory of a fignal victory, real or pretended, gained over the 
Germans f . The emperor, after his return to Rome- aban- 
doning himfelf to all manner of cruelty, caufed the nativity to 
be caft of all the illuftrious perfons in the city, and put fuch of 
them to death, as were faid by the aftrologers to be deftined to 
tfomitian the empire. Metius Pompoftanus, againft whom fome ill-de- 
puts ma?iy figning perfons had on the fame account endeavoured in vain 

fer fans of to ftIr up the 

emperor Vefpafian, was on this occafion baniflied 
rtftinaion j tQly ^ and con fi ne( ] to theifland of Corjica- where he was foon 

* deat J - after by Domitian** order put to death. Nerva, who fucceeded 

him in the empire, would have fuffercd the fame doom, had 

* Dio. I. Ixvii. p. 760. b Idem, p. 761. c Idem ibid. 
■» Tacit, hift. I. x. c. 2. • Tacit, vit. Agr. c. 41. f Vide 
jpiftAG. muni fin. p. 134. & Norriu. ep. conful. p. 175. 

not 
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not an aftrologer allured the emperor, that he had no reafon to 
be afraid of Nerva, who could not live many days. He en- 
cou raged informers more than any other prince had done, tho* 
in the beginning of his reign he had treated them with great fe- 
veritv, and folemnly declared, that he would never give ear to 
their informations. Amongft thefe, the moft famous were Me- 
tins Carus, Catullus Mejfalinus, and Bebius Majfa, three 
robbers, as Pliny calls them who enriched themfelves and the 
emperor, with fpoils of many thoufand illuftrious and innocent 
perfons. Carus is often mentioned by the poets Juvenal and. 
Martial, and by Pliny, againft whom he prefented a memorial 
to Domitian b . Catullus Mejfalinus was blind, but neverthe- 
lefs one of the moft mifchievous informers who frequented the 
court: he died about the latter end of Domitian 1 s reign ; whence 
it is plain, that Catanaus was miftaken in fuppofing him to be 
the fame perfon with Catullus, governor of Cyrene, who died, 
according to Jofephus, in the reign of Vefpajian l . Authors 
obferve, that this year multitudes of fenators and knights were 
accufed of treafon, and either fentenced to death by the fen ate, 
or ordered by Domitian to difpatch themfelves. Of thefe the 
moft illuftrious were, Mlius Lama, whom he caufed to be 
publicly executed only for a jeft ; for the emperor, who, as we 
have obferved above, had taken away his wife, commending 
one day his voice, Lama anfwered, Yet alas ! I tnuji be ftlenU 
Civicus Cerealis was murdered during his proconfulfhip of Afta % 
under colour, that he defigned to raife difturbances in the ftate, 
but in reality becaufe he had accepted the government of Afia % 
which had fallen to him by lot. Hence Agricola, when to his 
lot the proconfulfhip of Afia or Africa was to fall, declined the 
employment, and prefented a petition to the emperor, begging 
to beexcufed. Domitian not only granted him his requeff, but 

on that account prefented with formal 
thanks. Neither to Agricola did he give the falary which wa« 
wont to be paid to proconfuls, and which he himfelf had con- 
tinued to fome. Salvius Coccianus was put to death for celebrat- 
ing the birth-day of the emperor Otho, who was his uncle by 
the father's fide ; Sallujlius Lucullus, who had fucceeded Agri- 
cola in the government of Britain, for fuffering a new kind of 
lances to be called after his own name; Junius Rujiicus for 
publifliins a writing in commendation of the celebrated Tbra/ea % 
and of Hehidius Prifcus j Mat emus, a renowned philofopher, 
for having declaimed in public againft tyranny and tyrants. All 
the profeflbrs of philofophy and every laudable fcience, fays Ta- 

. * Pliv. panegyr. * Idem, 1. iii. ep. 4. 1 Vide Catan. 

a> npi\ ad Plin. jun. & Joseph, de bell. Jud. 1. vii. c. 39. 
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citus* were expelled and driven into exile : and that nothing 
which was worthy and honeft might any-where be feen, not 
only againft perfons, but againft books commending virtue or 
patriotifm, a new kind of cruelty was exerted ; for in the fo- 
rum the works of men famous for their genius and parts were 
tte de- publicly burnt k . Every thing gave the jealous tyrant fear and 
fUrable offence. Was a man nobly born and popular ? he withdrew 
condition t h e affections of the people, rivalled the prince, and threatened 
»f Rome. a c j v ij war- Was he afraid of popularity and lived retired ? he 

gained fame by ftiunning it, was ftill an. eye-fore, and his beft 
fate was to leave his country. Was he virtuous and his life and 
morals without blame? he was another Brutus, and by the pu- 
rity of his manners upbraided the vicious behaviour of the em- 
peror. If a man feemeddull and una£tive, he only put on the 
difguife of ftupidity and floth, till he found room for foroe 
bloody purpofe. If he had a different character, and was a 
lively and active man, then it was plain, he did not fo much as 
feign a defire of private life and recefs, but avowed a buftling 
republican fpirit. If he was rich, he was too wealthy for a 
fubjecr. ; and great wealth in private hands boded ill to princes : 
if he was poor, he was thence the more enterprifing and def- 
perate. In (hort, no man could poflefs any advantage or quality 
that rendered him acceptable to his fellow citizens, and a blef- 
fing to his country, to his friends, or to himfelf, but fuch qua- 
lity and advantage was fure to awaken the jealoufy and venge- 
ance of the tyrant, and procure his doom. Hence Tacitus^ 
fpcaking of thefe unhappy times ; Mighty, fays he, was the 
teftimony which we gave of our patience ; for, as our forefa- 
thers had beheld the ultimate perfection of liberty, fo did we of 
bondage ; fince through dread of informers, we were bereft of 
the common intercom fe of fpeech. Nay, with our utterance 
we had likewife loft our memory, had it been equally in our 
power to forget as to be filent ! , Againft the defence of inno- 
cence accufed, againft the moft evident truth and juftice, the 
ears of the emperor were ever {hut; but calumny whifpered by 
any informer had equal weight with real crimes proved by au- 
thentic witneflcs. Falfliood and flattery, fays Dion CaJJius^ 
envy and rapacioufnefs, paflcd for evidence; juftice was con- 
verted into cruelty, and judgment into rage ; the tribunals, 
erc£lccl for juftice and prcfervation of life and property, were 
turned into (hambles; and what had the names of pains and pe- 
Enrou- naltics was in truth robbery and aflliflination. The perfons 
r*£nin- of the accufcrs were confidcred as fdcred and inviolable; the 
jzrwrs. more they were dctefted by the public, the more they were pro- 

Y. Suet, c 20. Tacit, vit. Agr. c. z. 1 Tacit, ibid. 
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te&ed by the emperor; and, in proportion as they deferved death 
and ignominy, had countenance and preferment. Their vileft 
forgeries, con viewed and owned againft the lives and fortunes of 
the greateft men, drew down no punifhment upon them m . In Abandorm 
the midft of his cruelties, he abandoned himfelf to all manner bhnfelf to 
of lewdnefs and debauchery, and was on that fcore no lefs a !j™**ner 
infamous, than the moft vicious of his predeceflbrs. His avarice °f ecWe *- 
was equal to his lewdnefs and cruelty; not that he had any na- ne ^ Sm 
rural biafs to that vice, fays Suetonius ; but having exhaufted 
his treafury by the many buildings he raifed, by the magnificent 
fports and flaows which he exhibited, by increafing the pay of 
the foldiers, and by other wild and extravagant expences, he 
betook himfelf to all forts of rapine and extortion, feizing, His *<va- 
upon the Jeaft information, the eftates of the moft wealthy ci- rice and 
tizens : the leaft action or word againft the majefty of the prince, extortions. 
was made ufe of as a pretence for (tripping them of whatever 
they pofleiled. He confifcated inheritances, appropriating to 
himfelf all the effects of perfons whom he never knew, if he 
could find but one witnefs to depofe, that he had ever heard the 
deceafed fay, that Co: far was his heir. With thefe and fuch- 
like artificial contrivances, he reduced to beggary the moft opu- 
lent perfons, not only in Rome and Italy y but in all the pro- 
vinces of the Roman empire. His officers and procurators ex- 
a&ed the tributes and taxes with the greateft rigour and feverity 
imaginable; but above all, he opprefled the Jews in a moft cruel 
manner, not excepting even fuch of them as had renounced 
their religion; and with the like feverity treated thofe, fays Su- 
ttom'us, meaning, no doubt, the Chri/lians^ who lived in Rome 
after the manner of the Jews* and feemed to profefs the fame 
fuperftition \ The heavy tributes, and the rigour ufed by the 
officers in exacting them, occafioned great diforders and frequent 
revolts in the diftant provinces. In Africa* the Nafamonians, The Na- 
whom moft geographers place in the province of Cyrenaica^ no famoniaua 
longer able to bear the heavy impofts with which they were revolt* 
loaded, and the infults and extortions of the collectors, rofe up 
in arms this year, defeated Flaccus governor of Numidia* 
ftormed his camp, and put great numbers of his men to the 
fword. But Flaccus was foon revenged on them ; for being in- 
formed, that, elated with their fuccefs, they had abandoned 
themfclves to jollity and caroufing, he rallied his men, and 
coming unexpectedly upon them, while they were intoxicated 
with the wine they had found in the Roman camp, he cut them Bntartut- 
all off to a man. Zonaras feems to infinuate, that he extir- terly cut 
patcd the whole nation, without any regard to iox or age 0 ; and o ff '. 
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jfrifiides tells us, that by an order from one of the emperors; 
the whole race of the Mafamonians was cut off p . However, 
that fome of that race outlived this dreadful flaughter, is evident 
from Ptolemy the geographer, who places them, as people ftfll' 
in being, to the fouth of Libya Marma?'ica ^- Domitian, 
puffed up with the victory gained by his lieutenant over theAk- 
famonians, bragged in the fenate, that he had cut off the whole 
nation ; for to himfelf he afcribed, as Dion CaJJius obfervcs r , 
all the advantages gained by his officers, tho* he bore not the 
leail fhare in them, and to others every mifcarriage, however 
occafioned by a ftri£fc obfervance of his orders. As he hated and 
fufpe£ted every man of parts, efpecially fuch as had acquired 
any military renown, the commanders of the armies, to recom- 
mend themfelves to his favour, carefully avoided fignalizing 
themfelves by any military exploits, chufing rather to bear the 
infults of the enemy, than to expofe themfelves to tne dangers 
Domitian arifing from the jealoufy of the prince *. The fame year he firft 
+ffumesthe aflunied, according to Eufebius^ the title of Lord, and that of 
title of God 9 not being afhamed, in dictating an ordinance to one of his 
Lord, and fecretaries, to begin it thusj Our Lord and our God orders and 
God commands^ &c- About the fame time he enacted a law, 

obliging all to pay him divine worfhip ; and from that time for- 
ward no man dared to call him by any other name but that of 
Lord and of God 1 ; nay, fome writers u tell us, that, by an 
exprefs law, all other titles, either in fpeaking or writing to him, 
were too be fupprefled. Of this impious flattery we have many 
I 'r ' y inftances in the poets Juvenal and Martial. Pliny complains, 
4/ the Ko- t j lat a jj me fl. reets leading to the capitol were conftantly arowded 

with droves of victims to be facriflced before his ftatues w . He 
pretended to be, and would be called, the fon of Minerva, for 
which iroddefs he profeffed a particular veneration. He would 
not fuffer any ftatues to be ere&ed to him in the capitol, but 
fuch as were of pure gold or filver, and of a fixt weight. H&fil- 
led the city with triumphal gates and arches, and by an im- 
menfe number of monuments, raifed at a vaft charge, endea- 
voured to tranfmit to pofterity the memory of his pretended 
victories *. He was the firft who was ever known to have been 
feventeen times conful. Not fatisfied to have aflumed the title 
of German! cus 9 on account of his pretended victory over the 
Cat tans, he caufed the month of September to he diftinguilhcd 
With the fame name* and the month of Oftobcr with that of 

p AntsT. p. icj4„ iproi.. 1. iv. c. 9. ' Di o. in excerpt. 
Val. p. 7cq. 8 Plin. I. viii. epitl. 14. 1 Suet. c. 13* 
» Aur. Vict. Ss Oros. 1. vii c to. * Plin. paneg. p. 99* 
* Sue r. c. x $. 
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Domitian 5 becaufe in the latter he was born, and in the former 
declared emperor. In fhort, before the end of the fourth year 
of iiis reign, he furpafTed, if Dion CaJJius is to be credited, all 
his predecefibrs, Nero not excepted, in pride, cruelty, rapaci- 
cufaefs, and all other vices, which complete the character of an 
accomplifhed tyrant 

The following year, Domitian entered upon his twelfth con- 
fttLfhip, having Servius Cornelius Dolabella for his collcgue. 
This year were inftituted the Capitoline fports, fo much fpoken The infii~ 
of by the writers of thofe days, according to whom they were tution of 
to be exhibited once in five, but, according to our way of Capx- 
reckoning, once in four yearsj for they were celebrated, as the jp«ne 
Olympic fports, at the end of four years complete, and in trje /J >or,s * 
beginning of the fifth. As they were exhibited in honour of 
up iter Capitolinus, the emperor prefixed at them in perjfon, 
attended by the prieft of Jupiter * and the college of the Flo.- 
pian priefts z . To this year Eujebius fixes the war with the 
Dedans 9 the moft bloody and dangerous which the Romans fuf- 
tairied, during the reign of Domitipn. Th Q Dacians were Some at- 
looked upon by thp Romans as the rnoft warlike nation . they C0 ? n L o f. 
were then acquainted with. They ;Wei-c r^pt,only menfqr .the *" e Daci* 
moft part of great ftrength, but of equal CQiijage, defpifing 
death, which they cpnlidered as the eqd of a^a,rrfitory, and the 
beginning of a happy and Jafting life,; whejQqe with great intre- 
pidity they braved the ,greateft danger^. XhjS dodtrinethey had 
learnt of an antient philpfppher, by i\?wie r %amolxis, whom (bme 
fuppofe to have been tfre <5ifciple of Pythagor&s ; others to have 
Hourifhed long before his time a . Dion CaJJius obferves, that tbe(e 
people were by fome Grjsek writers called Get/? ; but by the Ro- 
mans Daci 9 which was their proper appellation ; for the Get<c 
dwelt beyond mount Hamus, near the mouth of the Danube and 
the Euxine fea ; but the Dacians more t;o the weft and nearer 
Germany \ that is, .according to the opjniqp of moft modern geo- 
graphers, in the countries now known by tbernames of Molda- 
via ; Va lochia, and Tranjilvania. But ,the emperor Aurclian 
having afterwards placed them on this fide the Danubf (we fpeak 
with refpe<9: to Raime), they gave their name to'that part of Illy- 
ricum which they polTefled ; and this is the province, which, in 
the fourth and fifth centuries, was known by the name of Dacia* 
As for the antient Dacia, it was then held by the Goths, whom 
Jornandes throughout his hiftory confounds with the Dacians b . 
At this time one Duras ruled over the Dacians j but after hav- 

y Dto. ibid. p. 710. * Suet. c. 4. a Strado. 1. vii. p. 
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ing for fome time held the Ibvereignty, by an inftance of mode- 
ration hardly to be matched in hiftory, refigned it of his own 
accord to one Decebalus, whom he judged better qualified for 
the difcharge of fo greatatruft than himfelf; for Decebalus wa* 
a man of great prowefs and experience in war, and equally 
fkilled in affairs of ftate c . He is by Jornandes d and Oroftus « 
called Dorpanaus and Diurpatueus\ for a prince of that name 
reigned, according to them, in Dacia, when the defeat of Fuf- 
cus happened, of which we fhall fpeak anon ; and, on the 
other hand, we are told by Dion Cafftus, that Fufcus was over- 
thrown in battle by Decebalus. As to the uTue of the war which 
he maintained againft Rome, Tacitus fpeaks thus, without de- 
fending to any particulars: In the commonwealth there enfued 
fuch times, as would not permit the name of jfgricola, lately 
returned from Britain, to remain unmentioned ; fo many were 
the armies we had loft in Masfta, Dacia, Germany >, and Pan- 

all by the mifconduft of our generals. The queftion and 



noma 



was not now about maintaining 

and guarding the rivers which ferved for its boundaries, but about 
defending the ftanding incampments of the legions, and prer 
ferving our own territories. Thus, when public calamities 
were following one another, and each year was become fignal 
for flaughters and misfortunes, /fgricola was, by the common 
voice of the populace, required for the command of our armies; 
for all men were comparing his vigour, his refolution, and ex- 
perience in war, wiihf the floth and timidity of the others. 
The beft of Domitian** freedmen advifed and preffed him to 
this choice out of pure affc&ion and duty, as did the worft, 
out of virulence and envy, hoping by that means to compafs 
the dcflxu&ion of dgricola. But that jealous and diftruftfiil 
prince dreaded nothing fo much, as to fee a man of courage 
and reputation at the head of an army f . Thus much Tacitus 
in general of the war with the Dacians 9 in which the Romans, 
according to that hiftorian, fuftaihed great loffes, and had many 
armies flaughtered, many brave officers killed, and many taken 
prifoners. For a more particular and diftincT: account of this 
dcftru&ive war, we muft recur to, and depend upon Jornandes. 
According to him, the Dacians, dreading the effects of the 
emperor's avarice, broke the alliance which they had made with 
his predeceflbrs, crofTed the Danube, drove away the troops 
ftationed on the banks of that river ; and falling upon /fppius, 
or Oppius, Sabinus, governor of Mcefta, defeated and killed 
him, committing every- where moft dreadful devaftations, and 
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feizing all the forts and caftles raifed in their neighbourhood by 
the Romans. Hereupon Domitian, having with all poffible ex^ 
pedirion raifed a formidable army, marched himfelf at the head 
of it into Illyricum. Upon his approach, Decebalus difpatched 
embafTadors to him, declaring, that he was ready to put an end 
to the war and renew the former treaties. But Domitian, in- 
ftead of returning any anfwer to the deputies, ordered the flower 
of his forces to advance againft the Dacians, under the conduit 
of Cornelius Fufcus, captain of the praetorian guards. He was, 
according to Tacitus e , of an illuftrious defcent, and had in his 
early youth, from a paflion for folitude and repofe, divefted 
himfelf of the fenatorial dignity. Upon the death of Nero, he 
declared for Galba, by whom he was created procurator of Il- 
lyricum. Afterwards he embraced the party of Vefpajian againft 
Vitellius, and to the flame of war added, to ufe the exprefliort 
of Tacitus, frefh fuel ; for he took not fo much delight in the 
rewards of perils, as in the perils themfelves. He was fecond 
in the command of the forces under the famous Antonius Pri- 
mus y and honoured by the fen ate, after the death of Vitellius y 
with the ornaments of the praetorfhip. Domitian conferred 
upon him the command of the praetorian guards. But after all, 
he was not, if Juvenal is to be credited h , fuflxciently qualified 
for the chief command of an army. Hence Decebalus, def- 
pifing fuch a general, fent a frefli embafly to Domitian, offer- 
ing to conclude a peace with him, upon condition that each Ro- 
man paid him yearly two oboli and threatening, if they re- 
jected his propofal, to purfue the war with vigour, and deftroy 
their territories with fire and fword. The Romans were fo 
provoked with the infolence of this propofal, that they de- 
manded to be led forthwith againft the enemy. Accordingly 
Fufcus, having caufed his army to pafs the Danube on a bridge 
of boats, entered the Dacian territories, where, after feveral 
flcirmifhcs, Decebalus and Fufcus agreed to put the whole to the 
ifTue of a general engagement. Both armies fought with equal 
bravery and refolution, and the victory continued long doubt- They are 
ful; but in the end the Romans were utterly routed , and Fufcus defeated 
himfelf flain. The Dacians took one eagle, a great quantity * fecond 
of arms, all the engines of war, and a vaft number of captives, ****** 
who were afterwards found in the enemy's caftles, an^ releafed 
by the emperor Trajan *, 

Th e news of this defeat alarmed Domitian, who was al- 
ready returned to Rome, where he made a no lefs dreadful ha^ 

* Tacit, hill. 1. il c. 86. h Juven. fat. I v. vcr. r r 2. 
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vock of the fcnate and people, than the Dacians had done of 
the foldiery. He ftrove at firft to fmother the difmal tidings ; 
but finding they were by common fame divulged all over the 
city, and even magnified, he left Rome a fecond time, giving 
out, that he would head the army in perfon. But arriving in, 
Mcefta, he flopped in a' city of that province, and fent forward 
his generals againft the enemy. Many bloody battles were 
fought with various fuccefs, fortune being fometimes favourable 
The Daci- to the Romans, fometimes to the Dacians k . Julianus, one of 
ans receive t ^ Q ^ oman commanders, gained a fignal victory, by obliging 
a great ^is foldiers to write their names on their bucklers, that he might 
c X er " by that means the more effectually encourage or upbraid each 
r0rw ' particular K On this occafion Vezinas, who among the Da- 
cians was next in authority to Decebalus, finding no other means 
to make his efcape, concealed himfelf amongft the dead, arid in 
the night retired undifcovered. Decebalus apprehending (he 
Romans might, after fheif victory, lay fiege to his capital, felt- 
ed, during the night, a great number of trees in a neighbouring 
wood, covered the trunks of them with armour, and, by that 
contrivance, prevented the Romans, who miftook them for 
foldiers, from purfuing the advantages of their victory. How- 
ever, Decebalus was at length reduced to great ftraights, and 
obliged to fue for peace ; which Domitian would not grant him 
upon any terms whatfoever. But, inftead of purfuing the war 
with vigour, and forcing him, as he might eafily have done, to 
fubmit at difcretion, he turned his arms againft the ^uadlani 
and Marcomannians, becaufe they had fent him no fuccours during 
the war witli the Dacians. Thefe two nations, though fignal 
in force and renown, declining to involve their refpective coun- 
tries in an unneceiTary war, fent deputies to the emperor, begg- 
ing him to forbear hoftilities, which they were not confeious to 
themfelves to have provoked. Rut Domitian, inftead of hearken- 
ing to their intreaties, caufed their embafTadors, in defiance of 
Domitian the right of nations, to be murdered; which fo provoked thofe 
defeated by warlike people, that, drawing together all their youth, they 
/£rMarco- tQok thc fieIdj engaged Domitian, and put him to flight. Then 
mannians. the cowar< jjy p r i nC e 5 noW no i e f s dejected upon his defeat, than 
Concludes lately elated with his victory, difpatched ernbafladors to Deceba* 
a dyho- i us ^ w ith* offers of peace upon very advantageous terms ; which 
trace with tlle & ac * an thought it advifeable to accept, fince his army had 
the Daci- k een greatly weakened by the many battles he had ^fought. 
a, Mff [ However, he rcfufed to go in perfon to Domitian ; but fent his 

brother to treat with the emperor, whom Domitian received 

k Tacit, hift. 1. i. c, 1 Dio. 1. Ixvii. p. 762, & iti 
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with particular marks of friendfhip and efteem, delivering to 
him a diadem for Decebalus, and by that means acknowledging 
him for king. Befides the diadem, he prefented him with large 
fums, fent to him, at his requeft, a great number of artificers 
2nd workmen of all profeffions, and engaged to pay him yearly 
a certain fum, which, to the reign of Trajan, was punctually 
conveyed to him ; but that prince would not fubmit to the pay- 
ment of fo fhameful a tribute, faying, that he had never been 
overcome by Decebalus m . Domitian y upon the conclufion of 
fuch an opprobrious peace, acquainted the fenate by letters, 
that he had at length obliged the Dacians to fubmit to the Ra- 
man yoke; and at the fame time difpatched to Rome the em- 
bafladors of Decebalus , with a letter written to him by thaC 
prince, or, as was moft commonly believed, feigned by the 
emperor himfelf, wherein the Dacian owned himfelf conquered, 
and no longer able to withftand the gallantry of the Roman 
troops, led on by fo brave and valiant a commander as Domi- 
tian. Hereupon the fenate decreed him a triumph, which he 2utu ho* 
enjoyed upon his return, triumphing at the fame time over the noure j 
Dacians, of whom he had with an annual tribute purchafed a «u>z/£ a 
peace, and over the §>uadians and Marcomannians, by whom triwnph* 
he had been utterly defeated and driven out of the field"; for 
his triumphs, fays Pliny °, were ever certain proofs of fignal 

advantages gained by the enemy. However, the poets, who 
flourifhed under him, extol thefe mock victories, and compare 
them to thofe gained by the Scipios and Ccefars. Domitian* 
before he left Dacia, caufed a {lately monument to be erected to 
the memory of Cornelius Fufcus*. Pliny complains that Do- 
mitian, in his marches and journeys, behaved more like an ene- 
my than a prince, exacting immenfe fums from the inhabitants 
of the countries through which he parted, pillaging their houfc*, 
laying wafte their fields, and obliging them to fupply, at a vaft 
charge, with all manner of provifions, both him and his nume- 
rous retinue 1. 

The following year, Domitian was conful the thirteenth 
time with L. Saturninus ; but nothing happened, during their 
adminiftration, which authors have thought worth tranfmitting 
to pofterity. But the following year, when Domitian was con- He celc- 
ful the fourteenth time with L. Minucius Rufus, is remarkable bratet the 
for the celebration of the fecular games , fo called, becaufe they fccular 
were to be folemnized once in an age. They had been cele- games. 
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brated but forty-one years before by Claudius ; but Donation 
computed the time from their being % exhibited by Augujlus\ 
They ended, as appears from feveral medals which have reached 
our age, fome time after the ides of September, in the eighth 
year of Domitian's reign % while Tacitus the hiftorian was prae, 
tor r . Domitian, purfuing this year the carnage he had begun, 
before he left Rome to wage war with the Dacians, filled the 
city with funerals, putting all thofe to death, who, on account 
of their birth or virtue, gave him the leaft umbrage u . This 
Tie revolt general flaughter was in all likelihood produced by the revolt of 
efL. An- Antonius, which happened this year. L. Antoniuswzs go- 
tonius, vernor of Upper Germany, where he had two legions under his 

command. Being provoked with the cruelties and tyrannical 
conduct of the emperor, and depending upon the fidelity of his 
foldiers, whofe affe&ions he had gained by his mild and obliging 
behaviour, he at once took upon him the title of emperor, and 
as fuch was acknowledged by the forces he commanded, and 
like wife by moft of the German nations, who promifed him 
powerful fuccours, not from any efteem or kindnefs they had 
for him, but through hatred to Domitian. The news of this 
revolt no fooner reached Rome, than Domitian, quitting the 
city, haftened to fupprefs it, leading with him the praetorian 
guards and the flower of the troops quartered in Italy, all the 
fenators, and the greater part of the Roman knights, even fuch 
as had abfented themfelvcs from the city and long led a retired 
life, left they fhould be afterwards accufed of having abandoned 
the emperor in time of danger ; a charge which might have coft 
Wlo is de- them their lives. But he had not proceeded far on his march, 
featcd and ere he received certain account of the total overthrow of Ann 
Hlltd. tonius, whofe army was intirely cut off, and he himfelf flain by 

Z*. Maximus, according to fome writers, or, as others will 
have it, by Appius Norbanus w . Perhaps thefe four names be- 
longed to one and the fame pcrfon ; at leaft a letter written by 
Domitian to L. Appius Maximus has reached our times x \ and 
pne Appius Maximus is faid in an antient infeription to have 
happily ended the war in Germany While the armies of An* 
tonius and Maximus were engaged on the banks of the Rhine, 
the river fwelled all on a fudden to fuch a height, that the Ger- 
mans, who came to the afliftancc of Antanius, could ^ not crofs 
it j fo that his army was intirely cut off. Antonius himfelf be-? 

T Suet. c. 4. ■ Oncph. hid. 1 Tacit, annal. xi. c. rz, 
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ing killed in the battle, his head was cut off and fent to Rome *. 
Suetonius tells us, that the very day on which the battle was 
fought, an eagle, placing herfelf upon one of the emperor's 
ftatues at Rome, covered it with her wings, making a noife 
which expreffed a kind of joy ; and that at the fame time a re- 
port prevailed all over the city, that Antonius was overcome, 
and utterly defeated 5 nay, that he was killed, and that his head 
was brought to Rome, which feveral perfons affirmed they had 
feen *. Maxlmus on this occafion difplayed no lefs prudence 
after the vi&ory, than he had done courage in gaining it ; for 
upon the death of Antonius, he feized and burnt all his papers, 
that the emperor might not make ufe of them to the prejudice of 
any man. Domitian^ however, made a diligent fearch after his 
accomplices, torturing in a moft cruel manner perfons of all 
ranks and conditions, upon the leaft fufpicion of their having 
been privy to the confpiracy, or having lived in friendfliip and 
intimacy with Antonius* On this occafion great numbers of Great 
perfons were executed or banifhed, and their eftates feized. numbers 0/ 
Of the many who were accufed, two perfons only efcaped un- P^finsex*- 
punifhed, vtz. a tribune of fenatorial dignity, and a centurion, ecu **** 
who faved their lives at the expence of their reputation, by 
making it appear, that they had been pathics, and confequently 
incapable of engaging in any hazardous enterprife, or having 
any intereftin matters of this nature, either with the general or 
the army b . After this revolt, D omit i an would not fuffer two 
legions to be quartered in the fame camp during the winter j 
but kept them all feparate and at fome diftance from each other, 
left, depending upon their ftrength, they mould form dangerous 
defigns, and raife new difturbances c . This year another coun- A county 
terfeit Nero appeared in Afia ; and having, with a great multi- f eit Ner * 
tude of followers, ftruck terror into the neighbouring provinces, in Afia * 
retired to the court of the Parthian king, who received him 
with great marks of diftinftion, fupplied him with a chofen 
body of troops, and feemed inclined to quarrel on his account 
with the Romans. But in the end he was prevailed upon by 
Domitian .to deliver him up to the governor of Syria d . This 
without all doubt, is what gave occafion to the poet Silius to 
celebrate the emperor's triumphs, and extol his victories over 

the Ganges, the Battrians, and, in fliort, over all the countries 
of the eaft c . 

The following year, T. Aurelius Fulvius and L. Atratinus 
being confuls, Domitian took the title of emperor three times; but 
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for what exploits we know not. Some writers, and amongft 
the reft the learned cardinal Norfs 9 are of opinion, that Domi- 
tian this year undertook a fecond expedition againfl: the Ger- 
mans f , the more becaufe the poet Statics fuppofes the Germans 
to have been by Domitian twice conquered K But thefe tri- 
umphs were in all likelihood only for pretended victories and 
real overthrows. Thus we .have fecn him triumph over the Da- 
ciansy of whom he had purchafed a peace, by engaging to pay 
them an annual tribute, and over the Mar comannians and Qua- 
dians 9 by whom he had been fhamefully put to flight. The 
next confuls were Domitian y the fifteenth time, and M. Coc- 
ceius Nerva ^ who was afterwards raifed to the empire, the fe- 
cond time ; for he had been conful in the fecond year of Vefpa- 
Jian's reign. Some mqdeqi writers h tell us, that having been 
banifhed by Domitian the year before, jn this he was recalled, 
and honoured with the confulfhip. They quote Dion Cajftus ; 
but in that writer we find no fuch account. Philojiratus indeed 
writes, that Nerva 9 who fucceeded Domitian^ was baniflied to 
Tarentuni ; but from his words it is manifeft, that Nerva did not 
incur the difpleafure of Domitian, till he had finiflied his fecond 
confulfhip l . Nothing happened this year, either at Rome or in 
the provinces, which the few hiftorians, who have written of 
.thefe times, and whofe works have reached us, thought worth 
recording. The confuls of the following year were Ulpi& 
Trajanusy who fucceeded Nerva in the .empire, and Acilius 
G la brio. As Glabrio was .a man of .great Itrength and activity, 
the emperor obliged him to fight in the arena with a huge lion, 
whom he overcame and killed. The people with loud fliouts 
applauded his vi&oryj which roufed the jealoufy of the empe- 
ror, who thereupon, under colour of fome crime or other, 
banifhed him, and foon after caufed him to be murdered in the 
place of his exile, as if he had attempted to raife .disturbances in 
the ftate fc . A modern writer would fain perfuade us, that he 
was put to death for profefling the chriftian religion 1 ; but the 
arguments which he makes ufe of are deftitute of all folidity and 
quite trifling. This year Domitian exhibited a great many 
fhows, both in the amphitheatre and the circus, which are ce- 
lebrated by the writers of thofc times, as the mod coftly and 
magnificent diat Rome had ever beheld- Near the Tiber he 
caufed a vaft lake to be dug, in which a fea-fight was reprefented 
with fuch numbers of (hips as amounted to complete fleets. In 
the combats of gladiators, not only men, but women, entered 
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the lifts, in the amphitheatre two great combats were exhibited, 
one of horfe, the other of foot: wizh the former, which was 
cjuite new, the populace were fo taken, that, forgetting the em- 
peror's cruelties, they beftowed upon him higher encomiums, 
than they had ever given either to Vcfpafian or 'Titus. During 
the /ea-fight, a violent fhower fell; but neverthelefs the empe- 
ror continued till the fight was ended, often changing his cloaths, 
and would not fufFer any of the fpeclators to retire; whence, 
as thefhower lafted fome hours, manv wcrcfeized with diltem- 
pers, and fome even died °. Dion CaJJius defer ibes at length 
an entertainment, to which the emperor invited the principal 
men among the fenators and knights ; an entertainment, fays 
that writer, which more than any thing elfe difpl ays his tyran- 
nical temper, and how wantonly he abufed his power. At the Ha terri- 
entrance of the palace, the guefts were received with great cere- fos the /<■> 
mony, and conducted to a fpacious hall hung round with black, 'tutors and 
and illuminated with a few melancholy lamps, which were onlv c ^* c f 
fuflicient to difcover the horror of the place, and the feveral kmghtt by 
coffins upon which were written in capitals the names of Lhc fe- a , c / u 
veral fenators and knights invited. Great was their fright and ** Hr ' 
confternation at the fight of fo difmai a fcene; for the emperor 
had often publicly declared, that he could not think him fclf fa fe 
fo long as one fenator was left alive, and that amongfi: the 
knights there were few whom he did not look upon as his ene- 
mies. After they had long waited, expecting every moment 
their laft doom, the doors were at length all on a fudden burn: 
open, when a great number of naked perfons, having their bo- 
diesall over dyed black, entered the hall, withdrawn fwords in 
one hand, and flaming torches in the other. The guefis, at 
this dreadful appearance, giving themfclves up for loft, alreadv 
felt ail the agonies of death; but thofe whom they looked upon 
as their executioners, having for fome time danced round them, 
fet at once open the doors, and acquainted them, that the em- 
peror gave the company leave to withdraw. Thus did Domi- 
ttan infult thefe two illuftrious orders, fhewing, fays Dion Caf- 
ftus, how little he feared them, and at the fame time with how 
much reafon they might dread his refentment, fince it was in 

his power to cut them all ofF, without expofing himfelf to the 
leaft danger p. 

The next confute were Domitian, the fixtecnth time, and 
rolufius Saturnimis. This year, the: emperor obllrviiv* a 
vail- plenty of wine and a* great a (carat v of corn, concluded 
from thence, that the hufb.uulmtn neirlrdbd the tillage of the 
earth to attend the cultivating o! their vines. To prevent there- 
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Bis edia fore this inconvenience for the future, he publiQied an edia, 
againft forbidding any more vines to be planted in Italy y and command- 
planting of m g half the vines in the provinces to be immediately rooted up. 
'vines. Hereupon the cities of AJia fent a folemn embafly to him, beg- 
ging he would fufpend the execution of the edicl: with refpeclr 
to their lands, fmce their chief revenues accrued from wine, 
and the neighbouring provinces abounded with corn. At the 
head of this embafiy was Scopelianus, profeffor of eloquence at 
Smyrna, who, infinuating himfelf with wonderful addrefs into 
the emperor's favour, prevailed upon him, if P hiloflratus is to 
be credited % to repeal the edicl:, and allow all nations fubje£fc 
to Rome full liberty of planting and cultivating what vines they 
pleafed. Suetonius tells us, that to this he was chiefly prompted 
by the general difcontent, which his edicl: produced amongft 
perfons of all ranks, both in the city and the provinces, where 
many lampoons were publiflied, one among the reft importing, 
that, in fpite of all edicts, wine would not be wanting for the 
facrificing of Cafar r . But after all, Eutropius 3 and Vopifcus* 
fpeak of this edicl: as continuing in full force in moft provinces 
of the empire, till the reign of the emperor Probus 9 that is, for 
The fmall the fpace of almoft two hundred years. From feveral medals it 
kingdom of appears, that the city of Chalcis in Syria began its aera in the 
Chalcis autumn of this year, the g2d after the birth of Chrijl, according 
united to to the common method of computing, and the eleventh of Do- 
the empire, mitian's reign ; whence fome learned chronologers conclude, 

that this fmall kingdom, formerly pollened by the brother, 
and afterwards by the fon, of Jgrippa, the laft king of the 
Jews, was then by Vomit ian united to the empire u . It was 
in all likelihood on this account, that the city of Chalcis took 
the name of Flavia, which we fuppofe to have happened after 
the death of Arijiobulus* who reigned at Chalcis in the year 72 

of the chriftian sera w . 

The following year, Pompeius Collcga and D. Prtfcusvtert 
confuls. Pliny names the former among the confulars who 
were ftill living in the reign of T ^ajan *. From an antient in- 
fcription it appears, that both confuls refigned the fafces on the 
thirteenth of July* the former to M. lollius Pauhnus ralertus 
Tbr d.atb yffiaticus, and the latter to C. shitius Julius $uadratus. This 
of Acri- year was remarkable for the death of the celebrated Agricola. 
cola. His end proved afflicting to his family, fay, Tacitus, forrowful to 

his friends, and matter of trouble even to foreigners and fuch 
as knew him not. The common people, during his ficknefs, 
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were not only frequent in their vifits to his houfe; but, in all 
public places, in all private companies, made him the fubjecl: of 
their converfation : nor, when his death was divulged, was 
there a foul found, who did not lament it as a public misfor- 
tune. What heightened the general concern was, a prevailing Domkian 
rumour, that he was difpatched by poifon. That there was fufpecledof 
any proof of this, Tacitus* his fon-in-law, will not take upon hawing 
him to aver. However, he tells us, that, during the whole caufed him 
courfe of his illnefe, Doinitian caufed frequent vifits to be made *° ?> e P°h 
him, indeed much more frequent than princes are wont to 
make, both by his favourite freedmen and his moft trufty phy- 
ficians ; whether from real concern for his health, or eagernefs 
to learn the probability of his death, our hiftorian will not de- 
termine. It is certain, that on the day in which he expired, 
continual accounts were by meflengers, purpofely placed, every 
inftant tranfmitted to the emperor, informing him how faft his 
end was approaching; and no one believed he would have been 
thus eager to hear tidings, had he been to feel any forrow from 
hearing them. However, upon the news of his death, he af- 
fected to (hew in his countenance fome grief and concern ; for 
being now fecure againft the object of his hatred, he could 
more eafily duTemble his prefent joy, than lately his fear. It is 
incredible, how great was the fatisfa&ion which he exprefled, 
when upon reading the laft will of Agricola* he found himfelf 
left joint heir with his excellent wife and tender daughter. This 
he took to have been done out of judgment and choice; fo 
blinded he was by continual flattery, as not to know, that to 
no prince, but a tyrant, did ever any good father bequeath his 
fortune Agricola was born, according to Tacitus, on the 
thirteenth of June 9 during the third confulfliip of the emperor 
Caligula* and died on the twenty- fourth of Augujl* during the 
confulfliip of Collega and Prifcus* in the fifty- fix th year of his 
age, the ninety-third of the Chriftian ara, and twelfth of 
Domitian's reign. But as to the time of his birth, fome miftake 
lias certainly crept into the text of Tacitus, there being but 
fifty-three years, two months, and fome days, from the thirteenth 
of June of the Chriftian aera 40, when Caligula was the third 
time conful, to the twenty-fourth of Auguft in the year 93. 
Agricola therefore either died in the fifty-fourth year of his age, 
or was born in the fecond confulfliip of Caligula* that is, in the 
year 38 of the Chriftian sera. Tacitus delivers the following 
glorious and affecting character of him : If porter ity defires to His cha- 
Jcnow his make and perfon, he was rather genteel and well-pro- rafltr* 
portioned than tall ; in his afpect there was nothing terrible ; 
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bis looks were extremely gracious and pleafmg, a good man you 
would have readily believed him, and been glad to have found that 
he was a great man. Tho' he was matched away, while his 
age was yet in full vigour; yet, if his life be meafured by his 
glory, he attained to a great length of days. For every true fe- 
licity, namely fuch as arifes from virtue, he had already enjoyed 
to the full. As he had been likewife diftinguifhed with the con- 
fular and triumphal honours, what more could fortune add to 
his luftre and renown? Exceflive wealth he coveted not; an 
honourable fhare he poflciTed. As behind him he left furviving 
his daughter and his wife, he may be even accounted happy, 
fince by dying while his credit was no-ways ftained, while his 
fame was in its r ull fplendor, and his relations and friends in a 
ttate of fecurity, he tfcaped the evils to come and the mifery of 
the later times. We fhall clofe our account of this great com- 
mander, this virtuous citizen, with the tender and affecting 
Tacitu* s' s words ofTacifi/s, who thus addrefTcs him after his death : Happy 
affc£t\ng therefore art thou, Agricoloj not only as thy life was glorious, 
addnjs in ^ ut ^ s death was feafonable ! Thou didft, as I am informed 

nd^'i h y * nofe who hcnrcl th Y laft words, accept thy fate chearfully 
j:s cat j. an( j w ith firmnefs; as if, for thy part, thou wouldft have faved 

the credit of the prince. But to my (elf and thy daughter, be- 
fides the grief of having our father fnatched from us, it proves 
a further acceflion of forrow, that we had not an opportunity of 
attending thee in thy ficknefs, of cherifhing thy drooping fpirits, 
and pleafing ourfelves with feeing and embracing thee. We 
fhould greedily have received thy inftruclions and precepts, and 
engraved them for ever in our hearts. This is our grief, this our 
unfpcakablc misfortune, that, by our long abfence from thee, 
thou waft already loft to us four years before thy death. Thou 
waft, no doubt, abundantly fupplicd with whatever thy condi- 
tion required, by thy loving wife, the beft of mothers, who 
attended thee. Yet fewer tears were fhed at your funeral, and at 
thy laft hour fomewhat was wanting to fatisfy thine eyes. If 
For the manes of good men any place be allotted; if, as phi- 
lofophers huld, the fpirits of great men perifh not with their bo- 
dies ; pleafing he thy repofc ! Recal us, thy family, from this 
our weaknefs in bewailing thee, to the contemplation of 
thy virtues, for which it were unjuft to lament or to mourn. 
Let us rather adorn thy memory with immortal praifes, and 
hy following, as far as our weaknefs will allow, and adopt- 
ing, thy excellencies. This is true honour, this the du- 
ty incumbent upon every near relation. Thus I would 
have thy daughter and wife to reverence the memory of a 
father and hufbanri, and to be ever ruminating upon all his 

doings and Lyings j and rather to adore the image of his mind, 

than 
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than that of his perfon. Not that I mean to condemn the ufe 
of ftatues in marble or brafs ; but as the perfons of men are 
frail and perifhing, fo are likewife the images of them: the 
form of the mind is eternal, and cannot be reprefented or pre- 
fcrved by art or materials foreign to its nature, nor otherwife 
but by a conformity of manners. What we loved in Jgricola 9 
what we admired, remains, and will for ever remain, im- 
printed in the minds of men, and conveyed through a continual 
fucceffion of ages by the voice of fame to the iateft pofterity. 
Many of the antients lie buried in an obfeure and inglorious ob- 
livion ; but Agrlcola fhall live recommended to future ages, and 
his fame continue for ever z . Thus far Tacitus^ who wrote 
the life of Agricda in the reign of the emperor Trajan* with- 
out which, and a fliort paffage in Dion CaJ/ius* the memory 
and exploits of one of the greatefr. commanders, and beft citizens, 
Rome ever bred, would have been buried in oblivion. Tacitus* 
as he himfelf informs us, had, together with his wife, been 
four years abfent from Rome when his father-in-law died .5 but 
where, or on what account, we are no-where told. Some 
writers, without the leaft foundation, fuppofe him to have 
been baniflied by Domitian ; but Lipjius is of opinion, that 
he retired of his own accord from the city, not being able, as 
he was a man of a virtuous and humane fpirit, to behold the 
fufferings of the Romans under fo cruel and bloody a tyrant a . 

The fame year, Belius Majfa^ an infamous accufer, was Bebiu» 
himfelf accufed of extortion by the Bithynians* whom he had Maffa, 
plundered and oppreffed, in a moft tyrannical manner, while a no *** 
he governed that province. The fenate appointed Pliny the accu f er > 
younger and Herennius Senecio* originally a Bitbynian* and for- arra '£ ne • 
merly quseftor in the fame province, to plead the caufe of the 
B\thynians\ which they did fo effectually, that Bebius was con- 
demned by the fenate, and the confuls were ordered to feize his 
eftate and effects. But, as they, taken up with more prefling 
affairs, put off from day to day the execution of the judgment, 
Senecio, fearing the delinquent might in the mean time privately 
convey away part of his goods, refolved to apply to them for an 
immediate execution of the fentence, and begged Pliny to act 
therein in concert with him. Pliny at firft declined engaging in 
an affair which he thought foreign to the profefiionof a pleader; 
but, Senecio continuing obftinate in his refolution, he at length 
confented to foiicit jointly with him the confuls to fcize without 
delay the effects of Bebius* that reparation might thence be 
made of the lofles fuftained by the Bitbynians* Accordingly, 
they went together to the confuls, where they found Bebius* 
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who, upon hearing their fuit, was fo provoked againfl: Senecio, 
that he fummoned him before the emperor, as guilty of treafon! 
The very name of treafon ft ruck the whole aflembly with terror. 
The con- But Pliny, without betraying the leafr. fear, addrefling Bebius, 
fancy and told him, he was forry he did not charge him with the fame 
frmnrfs of crime, fince by his not accufing him, as well as Se?iecio, of 
Pliny. treafon, men might believe that he had not a&ed againfl: him 

with equal zeal, and that he fhould be grieved if he knew that 
any one entertained of him fo bad an opinion. This firmnefs 
and intrepidity in Pliny was by all highly applauded ; and Nerva, 
who was at that time in exile at 'Tarentum, congratulated him 
by letters upon his fteady conduct. Pliny himfelf wrote to Ta- 
citus, acquainting him with what had pafled, and begging him 
to infert it in his hiftory, which he looked upon as a work that 
would never die ; but the letter of Pliny has outlived that part 
pf Tacitus 's hiftory b . This year Domltlan undertook an ex- 
pedition againfl: the Sarmatians, who had cut in pieces a whole 
legion with the ofHcer who commanded them c : but as to the 

we are quite in the dark : all we know is, 
that on this occafion he quarrelled like wife with the Marcoman- 
nians, and on his return affumed the title of emperor, for the 
twenty-fecond and laft time. He returned to Rome in the 
month of January, and, inftead of triumphing, contented him- 
felf with prefenting a crown of laurel to Jupiter Capltollnus \ 
Statins c and Martial f make frequent mention of this war ex? 
tolling, with their ufual flattery, thefuppofed exploits and pre- 
tended victories of their hero. 

The following year, L. Nonnlus J fprenas and Sex tilius La- 
ter anus being confuls, D omit lan began to rend the common- 
wealth with cruelties without all refpite, as Tad tu s expreffes it *, 
and to put in execution the defign, which he had long fmce 
formed, of utterly extirpating the fenate, and deftroying all who 
were any-ways confiderable, either for their birth or virtue. 
the cala- That hiftorian defcribes the miferies of thefe calamitous times in 
mityof the general terms thus : The iflands were peopled with exiles; the 
times. rocks contaminated with murder and blood. Butmore hideous 

ftill were the ravages of cruelty at Rome. It was treafonable to 
be noble j capital to be rich 5 criminal to have borne honours, 
criminal to have declined them ; and the reward of worth and 
virtue was quick and inevitable deftrudtion. Nor were the ini- 
quities of the informers more {bucking, than their great and <h- 
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ftin°uifliing rewards ; for upon fome were beftowed, as the 
fpoiTs of the ftate, the pontifical dignities and thofe of the con* 
fulfhip j others were fent with the character of procurators into 
the provinces \ fome were made prime minifters and confidents 
at home 5 and, in every ftation exerting all their terrors and 
purfuing their hatred, they controuled and confounded all 
things. Slaves were fuborned againft their matters, freedmeri 
againft their patrons ; and fuch as had no enemies were betrayed 
and undone by their friends. The age, however, continues our 
hiftorian, was not fo utterly deftitute of all virtue as not to af- 
ford commendable examples of friendfhip and magnanimity. 
There were mothers who accompanied their banuned fons ; 
wives who followed their hufbands into exile; in relations were 
found refolution and fuccour; in fons-in-law conftancy and 
duty 5 in flaves fuch fidelity as baffled all the menaces and horrors 
of the torture ; illuftrious men ftruggling under the greateft 
diftrefs, fupporting it with conftancy, and difplaying a forti- 
tude in death equal to that of the moft celebrated antients h . 
The fame writer, after having recounted the death of Agricola\ 
He faw not, adds he, the court of the fenate befieged, nor the 
fenate inclofed with armed men, nor the butchery of fo many 
perfons of confular dignity, nor the flight and exile of fo many 
women of the prime nobility, all effected in one continued ha- 
vock. Even Nero with-held his eyes from fcenes of cruelty : 
he indeed ordered murders to be perpetrated, but faw them not. 
The principal part of our miferies under Domitian was, to be 
obliged to fee him, and be feen by him, at a time, when all our 
fighs and forrows were watched and marked down for condem- 
nation ; when that cruel countenance of his, always covered 
with a fettled red, whence he hardened himfelf againft fhame 
and blufhing, ferved him to obferve all the pale horrors at once 
poffefling fo many illuftrious men Thus Tacitus defcribes in 
general terms the calamities of thofe unhappy times. The per- Helvidius, 
fons whom he mentions in particular to have been this year put Senecio, 
to death by Domitian^ arc Helvidius^ Rii/llcus, and Se?iecio. <* 7 *d Rufti- 
Helviditts was the fon of the celebrated Hclvidius Prifcus, of cus » P ut 
whom we have fpolcen above. He had been raifed to the con- ta tJta/ ^' 
fulfhip, in what year we know not ; and was, on account of 
his extraordinary virtue, abilities, and accomplifliments, in great 
credit with perfons of all ranks, though he endeavoured, through 
fear of giving the emperor umbrage, to fhun the applaufcs of 
the multitude, and conceal his talents in folitude and retirement. 
However, he was accufed of trcafon, and it was pretended, 
that in a poem, by him compofed, he had, under the borrowed 
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names of Paris and OEnc?ie^ reflected on the emperor for di- 
vorcing his wife Domitia. When the accufed appeared to plead 
his caufe before the fenate, one of the judges, by name Publi- 
cius Certus, formerly prsetor, feized him with the afliftance of 
fome other fenators, and, without allowing him to fpeak in his 
own defence, dragged hiin to prifon, where he was by the em- 
peror's orders foon after executed k . As for Certus^ he was 
named for the confulfbip, which he feems to have difcharged 
four years after, that is, in the fecond year of Nervals reign, 
when Pliny demanded leave of the fenate to arraign him as a 
criminal, in order to clear his friend Helvidius 9 and make his 
innocence appear, at leair. after his death, fince no one had 
been allowed to fpeak in his favour while living. The fenate 
put a flop to all profecutions of this nature, but yet degraded 
CerttiSy and deprived him of the confular dignity ; whence he 
died a few days after in great agonies and terror, imagining, as 
he himfelf owned, that Pliny purlued him with a drawn fword. 
Pliny publifhed the fpeech which he pronounced againft him in 
the fenate ; but it has been long fince loft Herennius Senecio 
was, as we have related above, accufed of treafon by Be- 
bius Maffa^ whom he had accufed of extortion at the fuit of the 
Bithynians. The charge alledged againft him was, that he had 
written the life of Helvidius Prifcus^ at the requeft of Fannia 
his widow, and made ufe of the memoirs with which (he had 
furnifhed him. Tho' Senecio had with all poflible care avoided 
fuch expremons as might feem in the leaft to reflecl: on the 
emperor, yet, becaufe he could not help commending a man 
whom the prince had condemned, Domitian caufed him to be 
fentenced to death, and the fentence to be without delay put in 
execution. Fannia owned of her own accord, that (he had 
perfuaded Senecio to write the life of her hufband, and fupplicd 
Fannia, him with materials for it. For this crime (he was, by a decree 
the wife of 0 f the fenate, confined to a defert ifland, whither {he carried 
Senecio, w i t h her, as her only comfoit, the hiftory of her hufband's 
and her 0 £ti O ns, which had been the caufe of her banifhment, though 
mother Ar- j t was d ec: i are J capital to read or keep it. Arria^ her mother, 
na banijL- ^ w | tJow G f the famous Thrafea Partus, was likewife baniflicd; 

but they were both called home in the beginning of the reign of 
Ncrva' m . The emperor, as Tacitus informs us n , did not con- 
tent himfelf with condemning Senecio for celebrating the pntifa 
of Helvidius Prifcus> and Arulenus RuJ?icus 9 of whom anon, 
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for thofe of Thrafea Partus ; but ordered die magiftrates to 
commit their books to the flames, imagining, that in the fame 
fire he mould abolifh the voice and utterance of the Roman peo- 
ple, with the liberty of the fenate, and all the ideas and memory 
of mankind. The third perfon, mentioned by Tacitus to have 
been facrificed by D omit tan this year, was Lucius Junius rfru- 
knus Rujiicus. He profefled the philofophy of the Stoics, 
was tribune of the people when Thrafea Patus was condemned 
by a decree of the fenate in the reign of Nero, and as fuch 
would have interpofed again!* it, had not Thrafea himfelf re- 
ftrained him °. He was praetor in the fhort reign of Vitellius, 
by whom he was fent to Petilius Cerealis, one of Vefpajiaris 
commanders, to mediate an accommodation. On which occa- 
fion he was wounded by the foldiery, who fternly rejected all 
tetms of peace ; and, notwithftanding the character of an em- 
baffador, altogether facred, would have been maffacred, had it 
not been for the protection of a guard appointed by Cerealis p. 
The crime laid to his charge by Domitian was, his having, in a 
book pubiiflied by him, commended Thrafea, and likewife Hel- 
vidius Prifcus, as men of honour and integrity. He was ac- 
cufed by one Marcus Regulus, who even pubiiflied a book filled 
with molt bitter invectives againft him*. Pliny feems to have 
entertained a mighty opinion of his accomplifhments and inte- 
grity r , as does likewife Plutarch, who tells us, that he was by 
Domitian' $ orders put to death for no crime of his own, but 
merely to remove from the emperor's fight one who, with his 
exemplary life, feemed to reproach him with his debaucheries. 
That writer adds, that while he himfelf was one day declaim- 
ing in public, a foldier, entering the aflembly, prcfented to 
Rujiicus, who was hearkening to him with great attention, a 
letter from the emperor. Hereupon he immediately interrupted 
his difcourfe ; but Rujiicus, putting the letter, without even 
opening it, into his bofom, defired him to purfue his fpeecb, 
and would not open the letter till Plutarch had done 8 . Dion 
Cajfius writes, that Domitian, not long before he was killed, 
dreamt, that Rujiicus was purfuing him with a drawn fword c . 
Junius Mauricus, the brother of Rujiicus, who is highly com- Several 
mended by Pliny ", was banifhed, as was likewife Pomponia illujlrious 
Gratilla, the wife of Rujiicus ; but they were both recalled by ftr font ba 
the emperor Nerva w . At the fame time was executed by the 
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fpeaking difrefpe&fully of the emperor, under borrowed names, 
in a hiftory which he compofed : all thofe who were concerned 
in tranfcribing or felling it were condemned to be crucified *. 
The fame year, and chiefly out of hatred to Rujlicus, who, 
Mlpbilo- ^ we h ave hinted above, profeffed the philofophy of the Stoics, 
fophers a jj philofophers were, by a decree of the fenate, driven out of 
dnwn out Rome ^ ^ everv l au dable fcience expelled Italy, that nothing 
of Rome, ^ich was worthy and honeft, fays Tacitus, might any- where 

be feen >\ EpitJetus, the famous Stoic* was, in virtue of this 
decree, obliged to abandon the city z . Lucius Tclefinus, who 
had been conful in the reign of Nero, chofe rather to retire from 
his native country as a philofopher, than to maintain his dignity 
there by renouncing that profeflion a . Pliny bellows mighty 
encomiums upon the philofopher Artemidorus, who, on this 
occafion, left Rome. He had contracted great debts, but for 
laudable purpofes, fays Pliny, who fupplied him with money to 
difcharge them, when his other friends, though poffefled of 
great wealth, abandoned him in his diftrefs. The philofopher 
would afterwards have reimburfed Pliny, but he generoufly 
prefented him with the fum which was owing to him b . Pliny 
went frequently to vifit him in the place of his retirement ; by 
which means he expofed himfelf to no fmall danger, his a£tions 
and conduct being the more narrowly obferved, as he was at 
Pliny fuf- that time praetor. He was himfelf well apprifed, that D omit ion 
peeled by fufpe&ed him, as he had lived in great intimacy with Senecio % 
Domitian. Helvidius, and Rujlicus. And truly, had not Domitian been 

feafonably cut off, Pliny would have undergone the fame doom 
which moft of his friends had fuffered : for, after the emperor's 
death, a memorial was found among his papers, prefented to 
him againft Pliny by the celebrated informer Metius Carus c . 
Some philofophers, dreading the refentment of the emperor, 
renounced their profeflion, and increafed the herd of informers. 
Some, abandoning Italy, fled to the moft weftern coafts of 
Gaul ; and others to the defcrts of Libya and Scythia. Dion 
Chryfofcmus, a celebrated fophift, took flielter in the country 
of the Get* 9 where he earned a livelihood by tilling the ground, 
and carrying water, having always with him, to comfort him 
in his diftrefs, a trcatife of Plato and an oration of Demojlhenes d . 
Apollo- i n tne height of this perfecution, Apollonius Tyaneus came to 
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with great marks of efleem and veneration by Cafpervus JElia- 
nus commander of the prsetorian guards. He had not been Encou- 
\ on<T i n the city, ere he contracted a iirid friendfhip with Ner- rages 
V a* Rufus, and Salvidienus Grfitus, whom he folicited to con- Nervaa/fc/ 
fpire againft Domitian, and to deliver the world from fo bloody others to 
a tyrant. The author of his life tells us, that the confpiracy co *fp* r * 
was actually formed ; but that the confpirators putting off, for a S aitl fi 
want of courage, the execution of it, the emperor, in the €m $ aar * 
mean time, fu(pec~ling their defign, accufed them of treafon 
before the fenate : the charge was not proved ; but neverthe- 
lefs Rufus and Orfitus were confined to the iflands, and Nerva 
to the city of Tarentum f . Orfitus was foon after put to death s 
in the place of his exile. Of Rufus we find no farther mention 
made by the writers of thofe times. As for Nerva, if he was 
bani/hed, as Philqftratus writes, he returned home the fame, or 
the following, year ; for he was at Rome, as is plain from 
Dion Cajfius h , when Domitian was murdered : nay, that wri- 
ter takes no notice of the banifhment*of Nerva 9 which makes 
us fufpecl. the truth of what Philojiratus writes, who is often 
guilty of very confiderable miftakes. Sulpicia, a Roman lady 
of great diftin£Hon, wrote a poem upon the expulfion of the 
philofophers, wherein flie inveighs with great bitternefs againft 
Domitian) and even threatens him with death. She is highly 
commended by Martial, for the purity of her manners and the 
elegance of her compofition 1 ; for me publifhed feveral other 
pieces, but was not, as (he feems to boaft, the fir ft Roman of 
her fex known to the mufes k . 

The following year, Domitian entered upon his feventeenth 
and laft confuUhip, having for his collegue Flavius Clemens, of 
whom we (hall fpeak anon. This confulate of Domitian is 
the fubject of one of the poet Statius's poems In the begin- 
ning of the year was difcovered a dangerous confpiracy againft Th* ccnfpi- 
the emperor 5 at the head of which vizsjwucnius Celfus, whom rac \ */*J u - 
fome writers take to be the celebrated civilian Publius Jubenius ^ CI Jl u ^ 
Celfus, who was praetor in the reign of Trajan and conful in cllus> 
that of Adrian, and is highly commended by Pliny m . Be that 
as it will, Celfus, finding himfclf betrayed, begged and obtain- 
ed a private audience of the emperor , in which throwing him- 
fclf at his feet, and accofting him as a deity with the titles of 
Lord and of God, he proteftcd, that as to himfelf, he was quite 
innocent of the crime laid to his charge ; but would, provided 
Ji£ was allowed a fliort refpite, di (cover all thofe who were con- 

f Idem ibid. c. 3, 4. k Suet, c. 10. h Dio. 1. Ixvii. 
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cerned in the plot, and produce undeniable proofs of their guilt. 
Hereupon the emperor difmifled him untouched ; but Celfus, 
putting off, under various pretences, from time to time, the 
promifed difcovery, cfcaped by the death of Domitian, which 
happened the following year, the danger that threatened him \ 
Dion Cajjius obferves, that Domitian about this time caufed the 
road to be paved leading from Sinueffa to Puteoli ° ; and Sta- 
tins fpeaks of another road by him repaired at a vaft expence, 
that, as we conjecture from the poet's words, which led from 
The fecond & ome to Baia p. This year, the fourteenth of Domitian's 
general reign, and ninety-fifth of the Chriftian sera, is remarkable 
perfecution. for the cruel perfecution which was by the bloody tyrant raifed 

againft the Cbriftians, of whom infinite numbers were put to 
death both at Rome and in the provinces, the emperor having 
difpatched letters and edicts into the moft remote provinces of 
the empire, commanding all thofe who profeiTed that religion 
to be treated as declared enemies to the ftaie ^. This perfects 
don is taken notice of by Suetonius , who tells us, that he obliged 
thofe who lived at Ro?ne after the manner of the Jews, to pay 
the fame taxes as if they were really Jews% and treated them 
with no lefs rigour and feverity r . That Suetonius meant the 
Chriftians, is evident ; for all the pagan hiftorians, whether 
Greek or Latin ^ conftantly fpeak of them as refembling the 
Jews in their manners, though not originally of that nation. 
Among the many illuftrious perfons, who fuffered for fo good a 
caufe, we may defervedly reckon the emperor's own relations, 
T>fo death viz- Flavius Clemens , his coufin-german and collegue in the 
^Flavius confuMhip, and the two Flavia? Domitilla, the one the wife, 
Clemens, the other the niece, of Flavius Clemens. He was the fon of 

Flavius Sabinus, the brother of Vefpafian, who was killed by 
the foldiers of Vitcllius, while he was governor of Rome, as we 
have related above. His eldeft fon, named likewife Flavius 
Sabinus, was conful with Domitian in the firft year of his reign, 
and foon after, by the emperor's orders put to death. Flavius 
Clemens married, in compliance with the emperor's defire, Fia- 
via Domitilla, who was nearly related to Domitian, but not his 
fifter, as Philojlratus writes 8 ; Domitilla y his only fitter, being 
dead before Vefpajian was raifed to the empire l . Flavia Do- 
?nitilla was, as appears pretty plain from Dion Cajftus u and 
Qui?itilian w , the daughter of Domitilla y and the niece of Do- 

n Dio. ibid. p. 765. • Idem, p. 766. p Stat, fyl iv. 
c. 3. <i Onoa. 1. vii. c. 10. Tekt u l . apol. c. 5. Lactam. 
perf.c.3. Euser. chron. c. 17. r Suet.c 12. a Piuu>«. 
ibid. 1. viii c. 10. ' Suet. vit. Vcfp. c. 3. ■ Dio. I. Ixvii. 
p. 766. w Quiktil. 1. iv. p. 195. 

mitt an* 



Chap. 19.' * be Roman Hijtory. 437 

mitian* By her Clemens had two fons, to whom Domttian, as Same ac- 
he had no ifliie of his own, refolved to leave the empire; and count of 
therefore changed their names, caufingone of them to be called *, ba * 
Vejpaftan, and the other Domitian. ^uintilian x tells us, that '"ft™"* 
he was charged with the care of inftrucldng and educating the 2 cr ' aKm 
two grandfons of the emperor's lifter ; which is a convincing 
proof) that Flavia Domitilla, the wife of Clemens , was daugh- 
ter to D omit ilia the emperor's lifter ; for thefe two youths were, 
without all doubt, the fons of Clemens by Flavia Domitilla. Cle- 
mens was this year conful ; but had fcarce refigned the fafces, when 
he was, upon a flight and groundlefs fufpicion, fays Suetonius 
cut off by the emperor's orders, Dion CaJJius tells us, that he 
was accufed of impiety or atheifm ; a crime, fays that writer, 
for which many others were at that time condemned, who had 
adopted the manners of the Jews z . Thus the Chrijlians are 
conftantly defcribed by the Pagan writers, as is evident from 
Qrigen and other Cbrijiian writers of the primitive times a . As 
for the crime of impiety or atheifm, this was one of the 
charges commonly brought againft the Chrijlians, on account 
of their rcfufing to pay any worfhip to the pretended deities of 
the gentiles b , Suetonius, fpeaking of Flavius Clemens, hys 9 
he was no-ways to be feared, inrefpe£r. of his floth and inacti- 
vity; which was another charge, as Tertullian obferves c » 
brought againft the Chriftians, on account of the retired life 
they led, and their defpifing the dignities, which by others were 
fo ambitioufly coveted. It is therefore, in our opinion, pretty 
plain, that the only crime alledged againft Flavius Clemens was, 
his profefling the Cbrijiian religion ; and confequently, that he 
ought to be ranked among thofe illuftrious heroes, who have 
fcaled their faith with their blood. A modern writer of great 
note fuppofes St- Clement, who at this time was bifhop of Rome, 
to have been of the imperial family d ; but therein confounds* 
him, as we conjecture, with Clement the conful, afcribing to 
the former what he mull have read of the latter. Flavia Do- 
mitilla, wife of Flavius Clemens, was like wife arraigned of im- 
piety j and, befides, refufed to comply with the orders of the 
emperor, commanding her to marry another perfon a few days 
alter the death of her hufband e . She was therefore banifhed Flavia 
to the ifland of Pandataria, in the bay of Puteoli, now. known Domicilla 
by the name of Santa Maria. Eufehius mentions another banijhed. 
Flavia Domitilla, confined at the fame time and for the fame 
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caufe, to the ifland of Pontia, near that of Pandataria ; and 
fuppofes her to have been the daughter of Clemens'* fitter f . 
Scaliger takes this Domitilla to be the fame with the wife of 
Flavius Clemens, not aware that Eufebius follows therein and 
quotes a Roman hiftorian, by name Bruiius, who flouriflied in 
thofe times, and whom fome writers take to be Prafens, named 
alfo Brutius, to whom one of Pliny's letters Is infcribed g . To 
thefe illuftrious women Tacitus perhaps alluded, when he wrote, 
that Domitian, towards the latter end of his reign, drove into 
exile feveral ladies of the prime nobility h . St. Jerom mentions 
Domitilla in particular, whom he honours with the title of 
faint, and tells us, that fhe fuffered a long martyrdom in the 
ifland of Pontia, to which fhe was confined by Domitian for 
profefiing the Chrijlian religion *. As to Clemens' 's two fons, 
to whom Do?nitian defigned, as we have obferved above, to 
bequeath the empire, we find no farther mention made of them 
by the antient hiftorians ; but we fuppofe, that if they were 
not put to death by Domitian, the excellent princes Nervaznd 
Trajan, who were enemies to all bloodfhed and (laughter, 
fuffered them to live unmolefted. Gruter proves from an an- 
tient infeription, that Clemens had likewife a daughter, named 
Flavia Domitilla, who was married to one T Flavius Onefi- 



?nus 



(peaks 



fut to 

Heath or 
banijhtd. 



Trebellius Pollio, in his hiftory of the thirty tyrants, under the 
emperor Gallienus, mentions a celebrated commander, byname 
Domitian, defcended from Flavius Clemens and the niece of the 
emperor Domitian 1 ; whence it is plain, that the children of 
Clemens had ifiue. During this perfecution, St. jfohn was con- 
fined to the ifland of Patmos in the Archipelago, where he wrote 
the Apocalypfe \ and a great many illuftrious champions of the 
Chriftians Chrijllan faith, mentioned by the ecclefiaftic writers, furfered 

for the fame glorious caufe death or banifhmenr, with a con- 
ftancy and firmnefs worthy of the religion which they pro- 
fefieu. Lafiantlus will have this cruel perfecution to have ended 
with Dcmitian's life, and not before ; for then all his aclis were 
annulled by the fenate, and confequcntly the edjclrs which 
he had enacted againfl the Chrijlians m . But two of the moft 
antient ccclefiaflic writers, viz. Hcgcfippus, quoted by Eufe- 
bius", and Tei tullia n °, tell us in exprefs terms, that Domi- 
tian, before his death, put a flop to the perfecution which he, 
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had raifed againft the church, and recalled all thofe whom he 
had banifhed on the (tore of their religion. This fame year, 
Domitian caufed Epapbroditus, formerly freedman and iecre- 
tary to Nero, to be put to death for having aided that prince in 
th J patching himfclf, when he ought to have defended him. By 
this inftance of feverity he hoped to deter his own freedmen from 
any attempts upon his life; and this, as Dion Caffius obferves, 
was the only motive which prompted him to exert fuch rigour 
againft one whom he had admitted to his confidence, and ho- 
noured with the fame employment which he had enjoyed under 
jftre p . This is, as is commonly believed, the Epaphroditus 9 
to whom Jofepbus inferibed, at leaft three years before, his an- 
tiquities ; a plain proof, that he was then in great favour with 
the emperor. 

The next confuls were Cains Fabius Valens and Caius Jn~ 
ttflius Fetus, of whom the former was ninety years old when he 
entered upon his confulfhip, and feems to have died before it 
expired <*. Many prodigies are faid to have happened this year, q-^ e j ca/ £ 
ztRome arid in the provinces. The city was for eight months 0 j Domi- 
together almoft daily alarmed with dreadful claps of thunder and tian fore- 
flafhes of lightning : the capitol, the temple of the Flavian fa- told by fe- 
mily, and the emperor's own chamber, were thunder-ftmck ; weralpto- 
the infeription upon one of the emperor's triumphal ftatues was digieu 

beaten off, and, by the violence of the ftorm, carried into a 
neighbouring monument; the tree, which had been thrown 
down in Vefpafian 9 z time, as we have related above, and rofe 
up again, fell down the fecond time ; the oracle at Pranejtc % 
which had always returned favourable anfwers, and promifed 
him good fortune and fuccefs at the beginning of each year, 
prefaged nothing now but calamities and {laughter ; Domitian 
himfelf dreamt, that Minerva, to whom, as his tutelar deity, 
he paid a particular worfhip, and whofe feaft he annually cele- 
brated on the Alban mount, had withdrawn herfelf from the 
chapel which he had confecrated to her; telling him, that Ju- 
piter had difarmed her, and that flie could protect him no 
longer. But nothing terrified him fo much as the anfwer of an 
aftrologer, by name Afcletarion y and what enfucd thereupon ; 
for he being accufed of having foretold the death of the empe- 
ror, and not denying the charge, Domitian afked him, Whe- 
ther he knew what would be his own doom ? The aftrologer 
anfwercd, He was to be, and that in a fliort time he fhould be, 
devoured by dogs. Hereupon the emperor, to convince the 
world of the falfliood of his art, ordered him to be immediately 
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put to death, and his body to be burnt. The firft part of the 
fentence was put in execution ; but before the body^was half 
confumed by the flames, it was blown down, together with the 
funeral pile, by a violent ftorm, and devoured, purfuant to the 
prediction, by the dogs Another aftrologer, by name Lar- 
ginus Proculus, foretold publicly in Germany^ that the eigh- 
teenth of September would prove the laft day of Domitian's life. 
Hereupon he was apprehended by the governor of the province, 
and fent to the emperor, in whofe prefence he maintained the 
truth of his prediction, and was on that account condemned to 
be executed on the nineteenth of the af orefaid month ; but Do- 
mitian being murdered the day before, as Proculus had foretold, 
he was not only diGnifled unhurt, but prefented by Nerva with 
He lives a large fum, and ever after had in great efteem r . No wonder, 
in continu- therefore, that Domitian? terrified with thefe predictions and 
*l agonies prodigies, and moreover alarmed by his own guilty confeience, 
andappre- Y we .d in continual difquiet: there was no accident fo trivial, no 
benfions. per f on fo contemptible, as not to difmay him, and put him t 

fenguinary precautions. Of the eminent perfons, either ok tne 
fenatorial or equeftrian order, he was under perpetual appre- 
henfions, and making daily victims : their wealth and race, 
their poverty, names, and quality, frightened him ; he feared 
friends and enemies; thofe who advifed him in council, thofe 
who diverted him at his leifure hours, his moft intimate friends 
and confidents, were all martyrs to his jealoufy and fury : he 
dreaded all men and every thing ; feveral of his freedmen he 
put to death, depofed the commander of the praetorian guards, 
difcharged great numbers of officers, &c. But the more he 
made others fuffer, the fafter he multiplied his own torments. 
At length he would not fuffer any criminal, however loaded 
with chains, to plead before him, till he had firft fecured their 
chains in his hands a . A young child, with whom he ufed to di- 
vert himfelf, having one day, while the emperor was afleep, 
taken a paper from under his head to play with it, the emprefs 
happening to meet him, defired to fee it ; when, to her great 
furprife, flie found it contained the names of feveral illuftnous 
perfons deftined to Daughter, and her own name at the head of 
them, with thofe of Norbanus, of Petronius Secundus, captains 
of the prretorian guards, and of Partbettius, the emperor's 
Jcovfpi- chamberlain. To thefe Domitia immediately communicated 
racy form- the whole, and by them a refolution was, without further deh- 
rd again ft beration, taken to difpatch the tyrant, before he had time to 
him put hi s bloody defign in execution ! . Of this Suetonius takes no 

q Svht.c Dio. p. 767. Chron. Alcxand. p. 500. r Dio. 
ibid. Suet. c. 16. ' Dio. p. 766. 1 Idem ibid, 

notice } 



Chap. 19. The Roman Hi/lory. 441 

notice ; but neverthelefs tells us, that DomittarTpetiihed by .a 
confpiracy of his friends and freedmen, not without the privity 
of his wife u . The death of Clemens haftened, according to the 
fame writer, his own ruin w y either becaufe the cruelty* he ex- 
ercifed towards thofe of his own family, occafioned a general 
dread and defpair, or becaufe it provoked Stephanas* who wa9 
freedman and procurator to Domitilla, the wife of Clemens* ami 
bcfides was at that time accufed of having embezzled part of her 
effects x . Be that as it will, Stephanus not only joined the con- 
fpirators ; but, as he was a man of great ftrength, took upon 
him to difpatch the tyrant y . Domitian had, if Suetonius is to 
be credited, long before an apprehenfion, not only of the year 
and day, but of the hour and manner of his death, having been 
forewarned of what in the end befel him, when he Was but a 
child. One night his father Vefpaftan 9 who gave great credit 
to the predictions of aftrologers, and retained one of them, by 
name Seleucus* conftantly about him, obferving that Domitian 
at (upper abftained from muihrooms, derided him as one igno- 
rant of his own fate, fince he feemed to be under greater appre- 
henfion of poifon, than of the fword. This Domitian ever after His jeat 
remembered, and was thence ftrangely afFe&ed by the bare loufy. 
fight of a drawn fword or any other weapon. From this diffi- 
dence and fear it was, that, however ambitious, he refufed the 
new and extraordinary honour that was decreed for him, namely, 
that as often as he was conful, a certain number of Roman 
knights, chofen by lot, mould walk before him amongft his 
liftors in their robes, with lances in their hands. When the 
time which he chiefly dreaded and fufpe&ed drew near, his jea- 
loufy increafed to fuch a degree, that he caufed the gallery, in 
which he ufually walked, to be fet round with a certain ftone 
called pbengites* by which images were reflected as in a looking- 
glafs; fo that he could difcover what was done behind him*. 
The day before he was murdered, he ordered fome choice fruit, Hefeem t* 
which were prefented to him, to be referved again ft the next have fome 
day, adding, /fit be my fortune to ufe them: then turning to knowledge 
thofe about him, To-morrow* faid he, the moon will appcat °f &' s 
bloody in Aquarius, and fomething will happen fvhich will be 
much tatted of. About midnight he was fo terrified, that he 
leaped out of his bed. However* he went the next morning to 
the forum to adminifter juftice, and returned to the palace an- 
hour before mid-day, the time which he chiefly dreaded. Hav- 
ing therefore afked* what time of the day it was, one of thd 
confpirators, on purpofe to deceive him, told him it was noon. 

Suet. c. 14. w Idem, c. 15. * Philost. ibicl. I. 
viii, c. 10. y Dio. ibid. Suet. c. 17. *Subt.c. 14. 
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Whereupon oYerjoyed, as if he had happily efcaped all danger, 
he thought of nothing but abandoning himfelf to mirth and jol- 
lity. As he was going to bathe, according to the Roman fa* 
fhion, before dinner, Parthenius? his chief chamberlain, ac- 
cofting him, told him, he had fbmething of great importance to 
impart to him, and fuch as could not be deferred. Hereupon 
the emperor, ordering all his attendants to withdraw, retired to 
his chamber, where Parthenius introduced Stephanus to him, 
who, the better to difguife his defign, had appeared for fome day3 
with his left arm wrapt up, and in a fling, as if he had received 
fome hurt. He prefented to Domitian a memorial, wherein he 
pretended to difcover a dangerous confpiracy formed by his cou- 
fin Flavius Clemens? whom he averred to be ftill alive, and by 
feveral others, whofe names were all fet down, with the places 
jj e is of their abode. While the emperor was reading the memorial 
wounded with great attention, Stephanus drawing fuddenly a dagger* 
by Stepha- which he kept concealed, ftruck it into his belly- The empe- 
aus. ror, finding himfelf wounded, called to a boy, who happened 

to be in the room, to reach him a dagger which lay under his 
pillow, and to run for afliftance ; but under his pillow was found 
only the fcabbard, and the doors were all locked and well fecured. 
Domitian? notwithstanding his wound, ftruggied fome time 
with Stephanus? and even threw him with great violence to the 
ground, ftriving to wreft the dagger out of his hand, and with 
his fingers, tho' all cut and mangled, to thruft out his eyes. 
At length Parthenius? who had withdrawn when Stephanus 
came in, fearing fome of the guards might, in the mean time, 
hearing the noife, come to his relief, opened the door of the 
And Jif- chamber 5 and falling upon the emperor with Ciaudianus, Max- 
patched by imus? Satureius? and a celebrated gladiator, difpatched him 
him, and with many wounds. Many, who were not privy to the con- 
the other {piracy, alarmed at the noife, haftened to the emperor's apart- 
confpira- ment . an d ? finding him wallowing in his blood, killed the 
tors ' brave Stephanus. The other confpirators made their efcape as 

foon as the murder was perpetrated \ Thus died Domitian? 
notwithstanding all his precautions and his pretended divinity, 
after having hyed forty-four years, ten months, and twenty- 
fix days, and reigned fifteen years and five days. For his death 
He is re tlie common people fhewed neither grief nor joy ; but the fol- 
vrettedby diers, whofe pay he had increafed, and with whom lie often 
the troops, fliared his rapines, bewailed him more than they had done either 

Vefpafian or Titus ; and would have raifed great difturbances, 
had not their .officers, as molt of them were concerned in the 
confpiracy, reftrained them. The troops quartered m the 

» Idem, c. 17. Dio. p. 676. PhiL03T. in vit. Apol. Ty. p. 4 8 S- 
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country of the Get<s y were ready to revolt when they under- 
ftood he had been aflafunated ; but the philofopher Dion Cbry- 
foftomus, who had retired to that province, as we have related 
above, checked their fury, by a fpeech which he made to the 
mutinous legion upon the guilt of tyrants, and punifhments due 
to fuch as abufe their power, to the oppreflion of the people 
committed to their care b . But, on the contrary, the fenate The joy of 
could not difguife their joy: they affembled in hafte, and after ~ the fenate. 
having, in the moft opprobrious manner imaginable, reviled his 
memory, they commanded ladders to be immediately brought, 
in order to pull down, and tear to pieces all liis images- An Hhfiatueg 
infinite number of ftatues of gold and filver, erected to him in broke* 
the different quarters of the city, were by their orders broken ^ fa 
and melted down ; his triumphal arches were overturned, and a £is an- 
his name declared infamous ; "nay, they enacted a decree, com- nulled* 
manding all inferiptions, in which he was mentioned, to be 
razed, his nam.e to be (truck out of thje confular tables, his 
body to be thrown into the Tiber 9 and his memory to be abo- 
lifhed for ever c . Several antient inferiptions are ftill to be feen, 
in which the name of Domitian is razed d . All his afls were 
annulled, and thofe whom he had b a nulled recalled, A woman, 
by name Phyllis^ who had been charged with the care of his 
education, while he was yet an infant, caufed his body to be 
privately conveyed upon a bier, as that of a perfon of the 
meaneft condition, to a country-houfe fhe had at a fmall diftance 
from the city j where fhe burnt it, and carrying the afhes, 
without being obferved, to the temple which he had built for 
the Flavian family, mixed them, with thofe of Julia the daugh- 
ter of Titus 1 whom fhe had likewife brought up. JDomitian 
was the laft emperor of the Flavian family, and likewife the 
iaft of thofe princes, who are commonly ftyled the twejye 
fia-fars (F). 

b .SuET. c. 22. Phi lost. ibid. p. 492. e Suet ibid. Dio. 
1. lxviii. p. 769. Mac rob. Saturn. 1. v. c. 12. L act an. perfec. 
c 3- d Goltz. p. 234. 

(F) Here we (hall give a fuccinft account of fome writers who 
flouriftied under the princes of the Flavian family. Jujlus, the fon 
<rf Pi flits, contemporary with Jofephtts, and of the fame religion, 
but a native of Tiberias in Galilee, wrote likewife in Greek the hi- 
flory of the yenvijh war, of the taking of Jotapnt, and of the de- 
finition of Jerufafrm. This hittory he compofed foon after the 
war, but did not publilh it till Vtfpafian, Titus, and king Jlgrippa % 
were dead, that is, twenty years after he had wrote it, about the 
thirteenth year of Domitian** reign. Jofepbus, who was at variance 
with him, tells us, that hefo long fuppreffed his hiftory, becaufe he 
jdurft not iiand the tell and cenfure of the world, while fo many per- 
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fons were yet alive, who were able to difprove him (27}. St. Je~ 
rom, andfeveral other writers, fpeak of this hiftory of Juftus (28), 
and obferve, that he was no-ways a candid hiftorian, and that he 
often contradicted point-blank the memoirs or commentaries of Vef- 
pafian, Titus, and other generals. We have therefore no caufe to 
regret the lofs of fuch a work. This hiftory is probably different 
from another done by the fame author, containing the lives and 
Teigns of all the Jeivijb kings, from Mofes to the death of young 
Agrippa (29). This work, which Pbotius (30), calls a chronicle, 
was ended in the third year of the reign of Trajan, and is probably 
what St. Jerom (31) arid Suidas (32), who translated it, call Jufius^s 
Jhort commentaries. Another writer, by name Antonius Julianas, 
flouriihed about this time, and publifhed an account of the Jewijh 
war, and the deftru&ion of Jerufalem. For Minucius Felix, who 
wrote in defence of the Cbrifian religion in the beginning of the 
third century, refers the pagans to Antonius Julianus, and to jofephus, 
telling them, that in the writings of thefe hiftorians, they will find, 
that the Jews were not abandoned by God till they had abandoned 
him 5 and that they only fuflfered what they had been fore-warned 
they mould fuffer, if they continued to difobey his law (33J. We 
find two perfons bearing that name mentioned by the antients, 
Antonius Julianas, procurator of Judcea, who was with Titus, as 
Jofepbus informs us (34J, at the liege of Jerufalem^ and Antonius 
Julianus, a native of Spain, and profeffor of rhetoric at Rome, 
often quoted and commended by Stilus Gcllius, who was one of his 
difciples (35)- * He fiourimed about the middle of the fecond cen- 
tury, and 'wrote fome rhetorical and grammatical books (36). A 
hiftory in Hebrew and Latin of the JenxAJh war has reached our 
times, done by one Jofepbus, the fon of Gorton, who pretended, it 
feems, to pa(i» himfelf upon the world for the celebrated Jofepbus'. 
But the ableft critics take him to have been a Jew born in Gaul in 
the feventh*' century, and his hiftory to be only an abridgement of 
the Latin tran flat ion of y of ep bus's hiftory, which is commonly afc 
cribed to Rufinus, with the addition of many grofs miftakes, and 
fabulous accounts (37). As for the hiftory of the deftruction o£ 
Jerufalem; which bears the name of Hcgcfippus, it is but a tranflatioii 
of the hiftory of Jofepbus, wherein the author allows himfelf a 
great latitude, retrenching feveral things, and adding harangues, 
descriptions, and even fome events which he had probably found in 
other hiftorians. We muft not confound this writer, as fome have 
done, with another of the fame name, who flourished in the fecond 
century, and was a native of Greece, whereas the compiler of Jo* 

(27) Jofepb. antiq. /. XX. c . 9. &f nrit. (28) Hier. de <vir. illufi. 
e. 14. VoJJ\ bifi m Grarc. /. ii. c. 8. (zq) Faff. ibid. Euftb.p. 47. 
(30.) Pbot. c. 33. (31; Hier. ibid. (32; AW, p. 1251. 
(33) Min. Fel. p. 27. (34) J of ph. bell. Jud. I. v. c. 4. ^ (35) 
Jul. Gell L i. c. 4. /. \x c. 1. /. xv. c. 1. /. xviii, c. 5. /. xix. c. 9. 
(j>6) Idem, L i. c, 4. f 37 J Voff* bift* Lat. /. ii. r. 8. Baron, ad 
Ann. 7.2. • 
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ftfbus was, as is evident from fome paflages in his work, quite ig- 
norant of the Greek tongue (38). Befides, he mentions the city of 
ConftantinopUi and tells us, that having by degrees eclipfed the cities 
of Antiocb and Alexandria, it was no longer the fourth, but the fe- 
cond, city of the Roman empire (39). It is therefore plain, that he 
did not write before the reign of Conftantine the great, nor even be- 
fore the end of the fourth century. VoJJtus is of opinion, that he 
flourilhed about the latter end of the tenth century; but the pro- 
priety of his expreflions, and the elegance and fublimity of his 
ityle, are a convincing proof, that he wrote before the total and 
general decay of learning, that is, before the fifth century. Hence 
the learned bifhop Pear/on takes hiin for an author of the fourth or 
fifth century (40;; and father Mali //on quotes two manufcripts of 
Htgejippus's hiitory, both written, as he conjectures from the cha- 
racters, before the feventh century (41). Gronowius takes St Am- 
brofe, concealed under the affumed name of Hegejtppus, to be the 
true author of that hiftory, being induced thereunto by feveral of 
St. Ambrofe's phrafes, which he obferved in it (42). But the fame 
phrafes are often common to feveral writers of the fame age ; and 
the ftyle of Hegejtppus is, in our opinion, far more eafy and proper 
than that of St. Ambrofe, or of Paulinus, Su/picius Sewer us, Aper 9 
Eucberius, or Hilarius ; for to each of thefe the work, which bear* 
the name of Hegejtppus, has by fome writers been afcribed. To 
the hiftory of Hegejtppus is annexed an anacepbala>ojis, or fummary 
of the chief matters contained in it, which by fome is thought the 
work of the fame author ; but Gronouius fpeaks of it, and not un- 
defervedly, with great contempt (43). In this fummary, and not in 
the hiftory itfelf, is found the fuppofttitious letter from Pilate to JJ- 
biriut concerning our Saviour. The hiftory of Hecejippus is quoted 
by John of Salijbury, who flourilhed in the twelfth century, and 
by John of Trittenbeim^ abbot of Spanbeim, in his learned book of 
'ecdefiafticdl writers ; but he, by confounding the author of this 
work with the above-mentioned Hegejtppus, who flouriftied in the 
fecond century, has led many others into the fame miftake (44) . 

Of Flauius Jojcpbus, the moft famous of all the hiftorians who 
flourilhed under the princes of the Flavian family, we have already 
fpoken in the feveral parts of this work ; and therefore lhall offer 
only a few remarks on his hiftory of the JewiJ?? wars, and the de- 
finition of Jerusalem* This hiftory he compofed at Rome, in the 
reign of PefpaJiav, in his own language (45), which was much the 
fame with the Syri'ac, and afterwards translated it into Greek, with 
the ajhllance of fome perfons who were better acquainted with that 
tongue than he (46). For the knowledge of the feveral language* 

( 3 8 ) HegeJ.L iii. r. 1, 6, & 9. Bibliotb. patrum. /. vii. /». 462, 
463. ( 39^ Idem ibid. c. 5. p. 465, 466. (^°) P^arjon. ann. 

Paulin. p. 50. Lond. 1688. (41 ) MabilL iter. Italic, p 14. PariJ. 
1687. (A z ) Grono<v. oljeruat. ecclej. r. 1. (43 J Idem ibid. 
(44) P*f. bift. Lat. /. ii. p. 706. Trig. p. 4. Joftpb. bell 

7ud. I. , . f 46) Idem in sipi. /. i. * • 1 ' . 
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as a profane ftudy, the fum of their wifdom and learning confuting 
in the knowledge of their laws and the right understanding of the 
fcripture (47) ; which, however, it is plain they never did rightly 
nnderftand with relation to the MeJJtah. The Syriac hiftory was 
immediately difpcrfed over all the eaftern countries, and greedily 

read by the Arabians, yidiabcnions, Babylonians, Parthians, and 

all the yews beyond the Euphrates (48 ). Some copies of this work, 
which was divided into five books, are ftill extant f 49) . The Greek 
tranflation proved both troublefome and expenfive to him (50). 
He divided it into feven books, and did not put the laft hand to it 
before the fifth year of Vcfpafiaris reign ; for he mentions the temple 
of Peace as finiflied, which was confecrated the following year, the 
iixth of Vefpafian's reign ; and ends his hiftory with the death of 
Catullus, which did not happen, as is evident from Dion CaJJius, 
before that time (51). Jofephus clofes his hiftory with thefe words: 
As for my ftyle, and manner of writing, I fubmit it to the judgment 
of the reader; but as to the candour and fincerity of my accounts, 
fc<lo here declare to the world, that I have kept ftri&ly to truth, 
and have had nothing elfe in view throughout the whole work. Of 
what paffed amongft the Romans he was an eye-witnefs, and learnt 
of the defcrters, who all applied to him, every ftep taken by the 
enemy (52). Befides, Titus imparted to him his own commentaries 
or memoir* (5.3) ; fo that he was thoroughly acquainted with every 
thing that happened during the whole time of the war. As fooa 
as he had ended his Greek tranflation, he prefented it to Vefpafian % 
to Titus, to king /Jgrippa, and to feveral others, who had been eye- 
witnefles of what he relates (54) ; which he would never have done, 
had he been confeious tohimfelf of having fwerved in the leaft from 
truth. King Agrippa, in fixty-two letters to Jofephus, authentically 
witnefled the candour and fincerity which reigns throughout the 
whole work (55) ; and Titus, not fatisfied with ordering it to be* 
publifhed, and lodged in the public library, figned, fome read 
transcribed, with his own hand the copy, which was to be placed 
there as an authentic relation of the feivifh war, and the detection 
of Jeru/ulem^6). Hence Saidas gives to Jofephus the title of hmtr 
cf truth, as peculiar to him (57). But after all, his hiftory is not 
quite exempt from faults; fome of which he himfelf corrected in 
the works he afterwards publiihed ( cS). It was either a deplorable 
ignorance, or inexcufabie flattery, that prompted him to misinterpret 
the fcripture, and apply to Vcfpafian the prophecy, importing, that 
in thofe days a prince (hould come out of Jud<ea 9 who mould rule 

(47) Idem, avtiq. L XX. r. 9. ( Idem, ML Jud. A i r 
/4a) Fide Poffcwin. apparat. torn. i. p. 966; Colonial, art. 1 608. 

( 5 oj Jofeph. bell. Jud. I. i. f $1) Dio. I. lxvi. p. 751. ?5?' 
C52) Jofeph. in /Jpi. A 1. f5 3) Idem, in <vit. ( 54) Idem, m 
Apt. / i ; (55) Idem, in <vit. (56; Idem ibid fcf tiier. <vtt.<vtr. 

iJJufl. c. 13. (tf)Suid. pi 1261. (sS)Fide Huetii demonftrat. 

fwang. p. 326. 

ovep 



Chap. 19. 5f£* Roman Hiftory. 447 



over the whole world ; which could be underftood of the Mfftiah 
alone. Photius, fpeaking of the Greek tranflation of this hiftory, 
greatly commends it, even on account of the ftyle, which to hint 
ieems eafy, proper, 0 and no lefs elegant than that of the beft Greek 
hiftorians (.59)"- ana * St. Jerom calls Jofephus % the Livy of the Greeks 
(6oJ. Hence it is evident, that the many obfcure paiTages, odd 
phrafes, and irregular conftruclions, which are to be met with ia 
this work, ought to be afcribed to the copy ills, and not to the author- 
When Jofrpbus had ended his hiftory of the fjfeuoijfc wars, he under- 
took the general hiftory of his nation, from the beginning of the 
world to the twelfth year of the reign of Nero r when the Jc<ws 
revolted, and ftrove to make off the Roman yoke, which was the 
occafion of their utter ruin. Of this work, which is comprifed in 
twenty books, and was finifhed by Jofephus in the fifty -fixth year 
of his age, that is, in the thirteenth of Dom'tian's reign, and to- 
wards the end of the ninety -third of the Chriftian vera, we have 
fpoken in various places of this hiftory ; and therefore mall only 
repeat here, that he frequently contradicts point-blank holy writ 5 
of which the reader will find many inttances in father Poffeviffx 
learned apparatus (61). Of the famous paffage concerning our 
Saviour, we have fpoken at length in our hiftory of the Jews (62)4 
To the general hiftory of the Je*ws, which Jofephus himfelf in titled 
the Je<wifi> antiquities , tho* brought down to the twelfth year of 
Nero's reign, he added the particular hiftory of his own life, which 
he hniftied before the death of Domitian t that is, before the eighteenth 
of September of the year 96, of the Chriftian a?ra. Eufebius and 
St. Jerom look upon his life as part of the twentieth book of his 
antiquities ; and likewife upon his books againft Apian, as a conti- 
nuation of the fame work (63). Befldes the above mentioned 
works, a difcourfe compofed by Jofephus has reached our times, 
wherein he fhews, that it is in the power of reafon to command and 
fubdue the paflions : whence the treatifc is by forae ftyled, the rule of 
reafon \ but by others, the hiftory of the Maccabees* becaufe Jofephus 
defenbes there at length the glorious death of thofe illuftrious 
champions. This piece St. Jerom cries up as a mod elegant perform- 
ance ( 64J ; and St Gregory of Nazianzus refers his readers to it 
for a true and afFccting account of the martyrdom of the Maccabees 
(65), We find Joftepbus quoted by fome antient writers for things, 
of which no mention is made in his works which are ftill extant. 
Thus Oroftus refers us to him for an account of the expulfion of the 

Je<ivt from Rome under Claudius (66) ; and Or i gen quotes him as af. 
lerting, that the Jews generally afcribed the deftruaion of Jeru- 
and the ruin of their nation, to their putting unjuftly Sc. 
James to death (67). Jofephus himJclf promifes in his antiquities 



Pbot. c. 47. (60; filer, cfift. 22. (61) Pofinjl*. 
"Pparat. torn. i. p, $6?, 968. Color.i, c> an. 1608. (Gz) Hi/t. 
V'"™J. iof. X. p. 402. (63) Euhb. I. iii. c. 9, 10. Hier. <vir. 
>««ft> 13. (64 J HUr. in Pelag. h ii e. 3 . (6c) Greg. Naxia,,. 
22. [(&) QroJ L vii. c. 0. (67) Ori^ru in Matth. 
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the hiftory of Monobaxes* king of the Adiabenians f 68 ), of whom 
neverthelefs no farther mention is made in his works which have 
reached us. Voffjus iikewife affures, that in the printed copies of 
Jofephus many things have been left out, which* he found in the ma- 
il ufcript copies of the antient Latin tranflation ( 69 ) afcribed by fa. 
ther Poffevin to the celebrated Rufus of AquiUia (70J. Jofephus 
at the end of his antiquities ; promifes a fhorter relation of the Jt<wijh 
war, and of all that had happened to that unhappy people from the be- 
ginning of the faid war to the time in which he ended his antiquities 
that is, to the 93d year of the Chriftian aera (71 J. He Iikewife 
propofed writing four books of the opinions of the Jews concerning 
God and his nature, and of their laws, that he might have an op- 
portunity of informing the world, why by their law fome things 
were allowed them, and others forbidden (72). But neither £«. 
febius, nor any other writer, mentions thefe works ; which inclines 
us to believe, that he was prevented by death from executing his 
deiign, and that he died about the latter end of Domitian'* reign* 
Photius afcribes to him an anonymous book, Of the fub fiance of tht 
univerfe (73). Po£e<vtn itfof opinion, that he wrote a book on the 
fe*vtnty weeks of Daniel (74J ; and truly St. Jerom fays, that he 
{peaks of them much at length (75), which he does not in any of 
his works which have been tranfmitted to us. Jofephus lived at Ram 
from the return of Vitus to that city in 71, till his death, which 
happened about the latter end of Domitian' & reign, who was killed 
in 96. He was highly efteemed and favoured by the three princci 
of the Flavian family : for Vefpaftan made him free of the city, 
lodged him in the houfe in which he himfclf had lived before he 
was emperor, fettled upon him a yearly penfion, and afligned him 
certain lands in Judtea. Titus mewed him no lefs kindnefs than his 
father had done ; and Domitian, as well as his wife Domitia, con- 
ferred on him ftill greater honours. This drew upon him the hatred 
of his envious countrymen, by whom feveralfalle accu fat ions were 
brought againft him, but he was always declared innocent. In the 
reign of Vefpaftan, a Jew, by name Jonathan, being fent to the 
emperor in chains, for having, at the head of two thoufand men, 
railed great difturbances in Cyrene, declared, that Jofephus had af- 
fifted him underhand with arms and money. But Vefpaftan, giving 
no credit to the calumny, commanded his head to be (truck off. 
Domitian Iikewife punifhed with great feverity fome Jews, and an 
eunuch, who was tutor to JofcphuSsfon, for fal fly informing againft 
him (76). Thus he lived at Rome, highly favoured by the emperors* 
and was, after his death, honoured by the Roman people with a 
flatuc (77). 

(68) Jofepb. antiq. I. xx. e. 2. (6q) Vojf. fbyj/in.p. 43. 0°) 
Pojfemin. ibid. (71) Jofepb. antiq L XX. r. g. (72) M»* 
ibid. (73) Phot. c. 48. (74) Popish, ibid. (75J Bier, in 
if"** (.7^)J°Af>b. twit. (77) Eufcb.f.iri. c. 3. 

Af 
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As the celebrated philofopher ApolloniusTyaneus acted a chief Some ac- 
partin the late revolutions of the Roman empire, and made at count °f 
this time a great figure in the world, a fuccin£t account of his f ^ e ce ^ e ' 
life and a&ions cannot be looked upon as foreign to the prefent l"-ate<ipbt-> 
fubjecl:, nor be ill received by our readers. Of the other writers * r 
who fiouriflied under Domitian 3 we fhall fpeak in our notes (G). n -£f >rl*- 

Jpollonius 



neus. 



(G) Thefe were Quintiltan, Valerius Flaccus, Martial, Statius, 
Juvenal, Silius, &c. Marcus Falius Quint ill anus , was, according 
to Sr. Jerom and Aufonius, a native of Calagorina, now Calahorra, 

in Old Cajiile. What profei&on his father followed, we find no- 
where recorded ; for all we know of him is, jhat he wrote fome de- 
clamations, which are quoted by his fon (15). Our Quint Hi an ftu- 
died rhetoric under Domitius Afer, who was flricken in years when 
Quint ili an was very young (16), and died, as is plain from Tacitus 
(17), in the fifth year of Nero" s reign. Hence it is manifeft, that 
Quirtti/ian did not come firft to Rome with the emperor Galba y a* 
St. Jerom fuppofes (*8); neither can we conclude, as fome have 
done ( 1 9), from his having ftudied at Rome while he was very 
young, that he was bom there. He pleaded feveral caufes at Rome be- 
fore queen Berenice (20', and confequently under Vejpajidni for in his 
reign Berenice came to Rome, and was by Titus fent back to her own 
country, in the very beginning of his reign. Vefpajian having fet- 
tled a falary upon the profeffors of eloquence, to be paid yearly out 
of the exchequer, Quintilian was the firft who opened a free fchool 
at Rome . He difcharged that important ofiice with great reputation, 
and to the fatisfaction of all, for the fpace of twenty years ; during 
which time he acquired great wealth, what by his falary, what by 
the prefents made him by the parents of the children whom he in- 
ftru&ed (21). Both Jwvenal and Martial fpeak of him as an able 
orator ; and Pliny the younger, who was one of his difciples, feems 
to have entertained a high opinion of him. After he had taught 
publicly for twenty years, he refigned his charge, and writ a book 
about the caufes of the decay of eloquence (22). Whether this be 
the dialogue which is commonly afcribed to Tacitus , we will not take 
upon us to determine, there being, as tot: this particular, great dis- 
agreement amongft authors. When Quint Hi an had finifhed this 
treatife, he was prevailed upon by his friends to undertake a more 
laborious work, <viz. his twelve books of rhetoric, which will be 
ever admired by all perfons of tafte and judgment. This perfor- 
mance coft him two years labour, and it was much againft his will 
that he publifhcd it before he had kept it by him for fome time, in 
order to examine it as the work of another. It i3 infcribcd to one 



{\$) Quint, I. ix. c. 3. (16) llem, I. v. e. 7. (ly) Tacit, 
annul, xiv. r. 19. (18) Hicr. cbron. (19) Vide P. Paoi, p. 
432. (20) Quint. I. iv. c. 1. (21) Ma tiaL I. ii. epig. 90. 

yht/on. de Mtf. p t 268. Sidun. car. ix. wr, 318. (22) Quint, 
prtcfnt. CSf / vi. />. 177. 
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Jpollonius was born three or four years before the common 
chriftian aera j for he is faid to have lived a hundred years, and 

died 

Marcellus Vi3orius 9 and filled w/'th commendations of Domitian, al- 
together unworthy of a man of Quint Man's character (23). While 
he was employed in compofing this work, Domitian charged him 
with the education of his filler's grandfons, as we related above (24). 
He was afterwards honoured with the confular ornaments, at the re- 
commendation of Flawius Clemens , then in great favour with the 
emperor (25). Aufonius feems to infinuate, that, after having ac- 
quired confiderable wealth at Rome, he was, by what misfortune 
we know not, reduced to earn a livelihood by teaching rhetoric at 
Befancon and Lyons. Perhaps upon the death of Clemens, who was 
his chief patron, he was baniftied Rome (2.6). Whether it was to 
him, or to another of the fame name, that Pliny the younger pre- 
fented, in a mod genteel and obliging manner, a confiderable imn, 
on occafion of the marriage of his daughter with Nonius Celer, has 
by fome writers been queliioned (27). Sidonius Apollinaris bellows 
high encomiums upon Quintilian, and equals him to the moil elo- 
quent writers of antiquity (28). As for the declamations whicii 
pafs under the name of Quintilian, and are frequently mentioned 
by the antients, it is evident, they were not written by him, but 
either by his father, or, as a modern author conjectures (29), by his 
grandfather, fince Seneca the elder, the father of Seneca the philo- 
fopher, who rlourifhcd in the reign of Auguflus, fpeaks of the au- 
thor of thefe declamations as a perfon more antient than himfelf 
(29). This is the opinion of M. Pithou concerning the declama- 
tions afcribed to our Quintilian, which he publifhed in 1580, and 
inferibed to the celebrated Tbuanus. Befides thefe, there are nine- 
teen declamations more, commonly thought to have been written 
by Quint ilian ; but by Foffius afcribed to Pojlbumus the younger, 
who, as we mall relate in the fequel of this hiiloiy, aflumed the 
name of C<efar, and that of Augujtus in Gaul, about die year 260 

C. Valerius F/accus Si tinus Balbtts was a native of Padua, as is 
evident from Martial (3 1 \ and not of Setia in Campania, asfome 
have conjectured from the name of Se/inus. He wrote an epic poem 
on the voyage of the At sonauts, divided into eight bcoks, which 
he began in the reign or Vcfpajian, to whom it is inferibed, and 
continued under Domitian ; for he was, according to l r fj]ius y pre- 
vented by death from putting the lall hand to it (32). He died 
while Quint Hi an was writing his books of rhetoric, that is, in the 

(23) Lltm, L iv. pr,rfat. (24) Idem ihU. < (25) Aufon. 
****/<• 387. [lb) him ibid. (27) Putt, I vi. tpiji. 32. P. 
P«&i 9 t> 2.J-. (28) Sid. Apollin. L v. tpijl. 10. w / ii. cat-ver, 
190. & /. ix. ivr. 318. (29) M. Pit I'M, in pt <r,ut . a./ Ikuan* 
(29) Set. (ii\inm. I. x. p. 105. (,30) t'oj/l rbvt. c. 1;. 13 1 J 

Martial. /. i. f//jjr, 0-:. 77, 87, (3 1) putt. L.i.\ p. 4 6; 

latter 
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died foon after the acceflion of Nerva to the empire, which hap- 
pened in the ninety-flxth year of the chriftian aera. The furname 

of 

latter end of Donation's reign. Quintilian (33) and Martial (34) 
commend his performance 5 but the moft able critics amongft the 
modern writers fpeak of it with the utmoft contempt, difcover in 
it a great many material faults, and few, if any, beauties (35). 

The poet, M. Valerius Martialis, fo famous for his epigrams, 
was a native of Bilbilis 9 (36), which flood at a fmall diftance from 
the prefent city of Calataiud in the kingdom of Arragon (37). He 
was born in the reign of Claudius, came to Rome in that of Nero, 
being then twenty years old, and lived there thirty years (38), fa- 
voured by the emperors, efpecially by Domitian, whom on all oc- 
cafionshe flatters in a moft fhameful manner. .Upon that prince's 
death he left the city, and retired to his own country ; where after 
three years, which he pafled without writing, he was prevailed 
upon by Terentius Prifcus to compofe his twelfth book, in which he 
{peaks of the emperors Nerva and Trajan (39), Pliny , in whofe 
commendation he had written an epigram, had a particular kind- 
nefs and efteem for him ; whence he prefented him, upon his de- 
parture from Rome, with a fum of money to defray the expencesof 
his journey (40). As to his writings, the emperor Lncius Verus 
ufed to call him his Virgil (4.1) ; but few, either before or fince 
that prince's time, feem to have entertained fuch a mighty opinion 
of his compofitions. Scaligcr approves of what he himfelf wrote of 
his epigrams, that fome of them were good, fome indifferent, 
and fome bad. Moft critics have found fault with his thoughts, his 
flyle, and, above all, with his puns, which are often very low, and 
with his pretended witticifms (42J. Befides, fome of his epigrams 
are, for their Iewdnefs, infamous, perhaps beyond any thing written 
in the Lai in tongue. His epigrams are comprifed in fourteen books; 
befides which, that de fpeftaculis is commonly afcribed to him, thg* 
Voflim takes it to be a collection of verfes written partly by Martial, 
and partly by other poets of that time, upon the lhows which Titus 
exhibited in the year eighty of the chrillian a;ra (43). M«r//Wdied, 
as we conjecture from /7/wy's letters, about the end of the firft cen- 
tury. He is, by Lampridiut (44) furnamcd Coquus, perhaps becaufe 
bis father, or he himfelf in his youth, followed that mean profeflion. 

Statius flouriftied at the fame time ; but is never mentioned by 
Martial, which fome afcribe to jcaloufy, Statius being highly 
eiiccmcd by Domitian, on account of his making, with extraordi- 
d;i ry cafe, extemporary verfes upon any fubject whatever ; which 

'33) -^">r. /. 10. c. 1. (34) Mart. ibid. (35) Vide Bail, 
PM. c. 1163. p 396. (36) Mart. I. xii. cpfg. 18. (37) 
BauJr. £jf Bail. pott. p. 4IZ. (38) VoJJ\ ibid. p. 46, (39) 

P r -*f* 'P'S 1 8 » 4» 6 > 8, & I. x. epig. 34. {40) Plin. 
iji tpift, si, (41) Lamprid. lit. Ver^p. 15. (42) Vide 

Rail. ibid. (43) Vojjf, poet. Lat. c. 3. (.44^ Lamp, in <vit. 
*#».v. A. 12/5. 
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of t Tyaneus he borrowed from the city of Tyana in Cappadocia 
the place of his nativity. His birth was foretold and accompanied* 

if 

Martial durR. not attempt. He wrote two epic poems, viz. the 
Tbebais, cotnprifed in twelve books, and the Acbilhis, which con- 
lifts only of two, the poet being prevented by death from accom- 
plifhing that work (45). They are both infcribed to Domitiun, 
JJefides thefe two poems, he wrote fevcral other pieces upon va- 
rious occalions, which have like wife reached us, under the title of 
Syl<v*? % and are comprehended in five books. His compofitions 
were mightily efteemed at Rome in his own time, and are IHU ad- 
mired by the young poets ; nay, Julius Scaliger is of opinion, that 
of all the antient poets he comes near eft to the inimitable Virgil. 
But better judges look upon Statius rather as a bad hiftorian than a 
good- poet, and defjfife his bom baft ftyle, and odd expretfions. His 
Syl*v€e 9 which were for the moft part written off- hand, and without 
premeditation, are by moft critics more efteemed than his epic 
poems, there being in "th em fome very good thoughts, mixed with 
inch as are quite trivial and common ^46). Some writers have 
confounded P. Statius Papinius, who was a native of Naples , with 
Stntius Surculus, or rather Vffulus, who was born in Toloufe, and, 
in the reign of Nero, taught rhetoric in Gaul (47)- Statius acquired 

great fame by his Thebais, but no wealth ; whence he was obliged 
10 write pieces for the theatre, and fupport himfelf by that means 
(48). One Placidus Laftantius* who flourifhed in the fixth century, 
wrote a learned comment upon Statius , which has not reached our 
times (49). 

Dccius 'Junius Jwvenalis was contemporary with Statins and 
Martial, and continued to write under Ncrva and Trajan ; for he 
fpeaks of the baniftiment of Marius Prifcus, who was condemned in 
the third year of Trajan* % reign, and one hundredth of the chriftian 
sera (50). He was born at Aquinmn, whence he came to Rome 
while he was yet very young, and there gained great credit by his 
fatires, which were read by many Romans, who perufed no other 
book (51). It were much to be wifhed, that in cenfuring the man : 
ners of others, he had not (hewed himfelf quite deftitute of modefly, 
nor inveighed againil the abufes which prevailed in his time, in a 
manner rather calculated to teach his readers to be vicious, than to 
infpire them with averfion to vice. From his life, written many agei 
fince, and quoted by Sidonius Apol tin arts (52^, it appears, that % 
flayer, in great favour at court, offended at fome verfes of his fevench 
iatire, had intereft enough with the emperor to get him removed from 
Rome and fent into Egypt , to command a legion q uariered in the utmoft 
bounds of that province ; where he died foon after of grief, being four- 

(45) Bail. ibid. p. 425. (46) Idem ibid. p. 426. (47) 
poet. Lat. p. 45. (48) 7«i/. fat» vii. <ucr. 83. (49) Vof 

/bid. 150) Ju<v.Jat.\\\ (51) Amnion. I* axviii. p. 374- 
(5X) Sid. Apo/J. car/tt. ix. w. 274, 

fcore 
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if the author of his life is to be credited % by many prodigies. When He applies 

he was but fourteen years old, he applied himfelf to the ftudy of himfelf to 

the thejludyof 
the Pytha- 

« Phiiostrat. vit. Apoll. Ty. 1. i. c. 3. goric pbim 



fcore when he was obliged to undertake that journey. Some writers 
conjecture this player to have been one Pylddes, who was highly fa- 
voured by Trajan, Quintilian in all likelihood alluded to < Ju<venaU 
when he wrote, that, in his time, lived fome poets, authors of fatires, 
who would one day be ranked among ft the belt writers (53). Sahna- 
fius is of opinion, that the antient fcholiait of Jwvenal was contempo- 
rary with Spartianus, who flourifhed under DiocL fan and Confian- 
tine the Great (54). J alius Acaliger and fome other critics prefer 
Jwvenal to Horace ; but now-a-days few, if any, men of tafte ac- 
quiefce to their judgment, thinking they fufficiently honour Jwvenal > 

by placing him amongft the Latin fatirifts next to Horace, but next 
at a great diftance. 

Casus Si/ius Italicus wrote a poem, highly commended by Mar- 
(toi[^y), on the fecond Punic war. Before he applied himfelf to 
the ftudy of poetry, he had pleaded many years at the bar, and had 
even been conful ; which office he difcharged the year that Nero was 
killed. He is not by our modern critics much efteemed as a poet ; 
but greatly commended for the purity of his ftyle, wherein he is 
thought to excel all the writers of his time (56). He adheres with 
great exadlnefs to truth, and relates fome events, which we read no- 
where elfe ( 57) - He died in the fecond year of the reign of Trajan, 
by aMaining from all food, being no longer able to bear the pain oc- 
cafioned by an impoft hume, which the phyficians could not cure (58). 
He died the laft of all thofe who had been confuls under Nero, ana 
was himfelf the laft conful under that prince ( ^9). From what he fays 
of Domitian (6o), it is plain, that he wrote after the war with the Da- 
dans. Moft writers have fuppofed him to have been a native of Italica, 
and thence called Italicus ; but Italicus was, as appears from the let- 
ters of Pliny and the confular tables, not an epithet, but his name ; 
and befides, had he been born in Italica, he would have thence been 

called ItalicanuSy or Italiccnfis (61). 

VqJJius is of opinion, that Terentianut, who, in MartiaPs time, 
governed Sycne in Egypt (62), is the fame perfon with Terentianus 
Maurus, who wrote a poem on the meafure of vcrfes, which hag 
reached our times, and is greatly efteemed by all pcrfons of tafte ; 
but others afcribc that excellent performance to Pofihumius Tcren- 
tianus, to whom Longitius, about the year 270, inscribes his book 



lofopby. 



(53) Quint. /. x. e. l , (54) Salmaf in S parti an. p. 162. 

Mart. I. iv. epig. 14. (56) Vide Bail. poet. p. 302. 

(D ftp. hifl. Lat I. i. c. 29. (58) Plin. I. iii. epijl. 7. 

(59' /A* itU (60) Silius Ital I. iii. />. 51. (61) Vide Vo/T. 
pet. Lat. p. 42. £sT Bail. poet. p. 388. (62) Martial. L i. 

'/'if. 87. & Vojf. poet. Lat. p 47. 
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the Pytbagoric philofophy, firft at Tarfus, the capital of Cilicia^ 
and afterwards at Mga* another city of the fame province, 
under the direction of one Euxenes, whofe manners did not an- 
tte aufte- fwer his profeifion. But Apollonjus following his precepts, with- 
rity of bis out regarding his manners, retired at the age of fixteen to a 
life* houfe in the country, led there a life of great aufterity, abftain- 

ing, purfuant to the maxims of his fe£t, from all manner of 
fle£h, fuffering his hair to grow, going bare-foot, and clad only 
in linen, that he might ufe nothing proceeding from any living 
creature. From his country-houfe he removed, after fome 
time, to the temple of /E/culaptus in the city of Mgee, where 
he foon became known, great numbers of votaries flocking 
daily to the temple of that pretended deity, for the prefervation 
or recovery of their health. There Apollonius began to fet up 
for a cenfor and reformer of manners, having already, it 
feems, a mighty opinion of his own virtue f . His father dying 
about the time that Archelaus, king of Cappadocia, was ac- 
cufed of having betrayed the Romans, that is, about the feven- 
teenth year of the chriftian aera, he took poffeffion of his inhe- 
Anddtfin- ritance ; but referved a fmall fiiare of it for himfelf ; the greateft 
tercfled- part of it he yielded to his brother, who led a vicious and dif- 
vefs. folute life, from which he was by this means retrieved ; the reft, 

fave a very fmall portion, he divided amongft his neceffitous re- 
lations. Being thus difengaged from every thing that could di- 
vert him from the ftudy of philofophy and the praftice of virtue, 
he paffed five years in filence, agreeable to the cuftom of the 

f Idem, c. 6—9. 

on tbefuhUmc. Several other poets are mentioned by Martiu! as 
flourifhing at this time, namely, Curtius Montauus 9 Turnus, and 
Scarpa Mcmor t who were brothers; Arruntim St, //a, Codrus or 
Cordus, Paecius, Fauflus, Rubrcmts Lappa, M. Vaicus, Ligunnm, 
Tbeodorus, Camus, Lichiianuu Voconius I'UHr, and Pttjjtmm Pm- 
lus (63). Turnus acquired, it fecnis, great reputation by his fatires, 
and was, though of a mean defcent, very powerful at court under 
the emperors Titus and Dtmitian (64) Scaligcr afcribes to Scanta 
Memor, upon what grounds he has not thought fit to impart to us, 
the tragedy intitled 0£Ui<via t which is commonly believed to have 
been written by Seneca (6$). Suidas mentions one Epapbroditus t 
author of fevcral books upon the grammar ; which have been long 
fince loll. He was a native of and had been flave to Mt- 

deftus governor of Egypt ; but afterwards became famous at 
the reign of Nero, and died in that of Krwt, in the leventy-nhh 
year of his age (06) . 

(63) Fide Kjr. ibid. ((*..iJ Juv.fat. i. />. 4. L vH - 
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Pythagorics ; wherein he found, as he himfelf owned, great 
difficulty. During that time, he appeafed, fays the author of 
his life, feveral tumults and feditions in Cilicia and Pa?nphylia 9 
efpec tally at Afpetida^ one of the chief cities in the latter pro- 
vince, where the populace rofe, and were ready to burn the 
chief magiftrate alive, for not obliging fome of the wealthy in- 
habitants to produce their corn, during a famine, and fell it at 
a reafcnable price- He went afterwards to Antioch, to Epbe- 
fus, and to feveral cities, where he took upon him to revive 
the worfhip of fome deities or idols, which now began to be 
neglected. He practifed every- where fecret myfteries, to which 
thofe alone were admitted, who had obferved filence for the 
fpace of four years. He took upon him the character of legif- His impu-\ 
lator, pretending to require nothing of others, but what he had dence and 
performed himfelf : he even boafted a thorough knowledge of prefump- 
all languages, without ever having learnt them ; and had the tl0n ~ 
impudence to give out, that the moft fecret recefTes of men's 
hearts and their moft private thoughts lay open to him How- 
ever, he had yet but feven difciples, and thefe too abandoned 
him, as foon as he declared his intention of travelling as far as 
India, to vifit the philofophers there, known by the name of 
Bramans, or Bra cmanes ; fo that he left Antioch, attended only 
by two domeftics 5 but at Nineveh was joined by Damis, a na- Hisf/ivou- 
tive of that place, who, of all the difciples he ever had, proved r ^ e ^y c ^ 
the moft addicted to him ; for he obferved with great attention, pU Damis* 
and carefully regiftered, not only his moft minute actions, but 
even his words. Thefe memoirs of Damis falling afterwards into 
the hands of Julia Augujla, the wife of the emperor Sever us ; 
<he imparted them to Pbilojlratus, who chiefly copied from 
them what he wrote of his pretended hero. Apollonius, on his 
journey from Nineveh to Babylon, learned, as he patted thro' 
Mefopotamia, what to his time had been a great fecret, name- 
ly, that of underftanding the anfwers of oracles delivered by 
birds. Thus this wife philofopher adopted the follies peculiar 
to each country through which he palled. Upon his arrival at fj lUf(f( ^ l 
Babylon, he was received by the mages of the place, with a ^ p^by- 
whom he often conferred in private. Pbilojiratus defcribes i on- 
Babylon as a city above feventy miles in compafs, with walls 
of an extraordinary height and breadth, as if it had been nolefs 
magnificent and beautiful in the time of Apollonius, than formerly 
in that of Nebuchadnezzar ; whereas it is plain from Pliny, 
who was contemporary with Apollonius, that Babylon then lay 
in ruins, and fcarce any building remained, except the temple of 
Be/us \ Trajan, who, not many years after, Was prompted 
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by a commendable curiofity to vifit fo celebrated a place, 
found it quite buried in its ruins 1 and Paufanias^ who wrote 
in the reign of Marcus Jurelius, tells us, that Babylon^ the 
greateft city the fun ever faw, had in his time nothing left but 
its walls. Thefe remained long after, the fpace within bein* 
made a park by the Parthian kings for the keeping of wild 
beafts, and the diverfion of hunting. It is therefore plain, that 
Pbilojiratus was no lefs miftaken in his defcription of Babylon, 
than he is in fuppofing, that the kings of Partbia, in the time 
of Jpollonius, refided there, it being plain from Strabo, that 
they then pafled the winter at Cteftphon near Seleucia 9 and the 
fummer at Ecbatana k . He tells us, that the king's name who 
then reigned was Vardanes^ and that, two years and two 
months before, he had recovered his kingdom, which had been 
unjuftly feized by his brother Gotarzes, adding, that dpollonius 
paiTed twenty months at the court, and found, about fix months 
after, the fame prince ftill on the throne 1 ; fo that according to 
Pbilojiratus^ Vardanes muft have reigned four years and up- 
wards : whereas it is plain from Tacitus m , that Far danes began 
to rule over the P art h tans in the feventh year of Claudiuh 
reign, and was dead fome time before the end of the ninth. 
He travels -Apollonius left Babylon ? and, taking leave of the king, fetout 
to India. f° r India j where he was received with great marks of eflcem 

by a king named Phraothes? of whom Pbilojiratus relates won- 
ders ; and by him introduced to Hiarcbus, the chief of the 
Bramans? who at that time was but eighteen years old. If 
what Pbilojiratus relates of thefe philofophers be true, they 
were far from being gods, though they impioufly pafled them- 
felves for fuch upon the undifcerning multitude n . Apollomut 
pafled four months with them, held frequent conferences with 
the chief men amongft them, to which not even Damn was 
admitted, and ever after entertained a mighty opinion of their 
fe£t. After he had learnt all the myfteries of their profeflionj 
he left India ; and returning by fea, landed at the mouth of 
the Euphrates j or rather the Tigris 5 went from thence by land 
to Babylon , then to Nineveh , and from Nineveh to yfntiech* 
He was not, it feems, much admired at Jntiocth ; for, after a 
fhort ftay in that city, he removed to Ionia y and fettled in that 
country, rcfiding fometimes at Ephefus* and fometimcs at 
Returns to Smyrna °. He is faid to have undertaken with incredible fuccefs 
Afia, and the reformation of manners, firlt at Ephcfus, and afterwards 
there w«- in the other cities of Ionia, reclaiming, what by his precept 
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what by his exemplary life, fuch as were intirely abandoned to 
all manner of lewdnefs and iniquity p. From Ionia he went to 
Ilium, where he imbarqued for Leflos, and from thence failed 
to Athens , in which city he reformed innumerable abu fes, and 
utterly abolifhed the inhuman fpeftacles of gladiators. He tra- 
velled all over Greece, reviving every- where the antient fuper- 
ftition of the Greeks, and eftablifliing the idolatrous worfhip of 
the gods. The Eleans invited him to the fports, which were 
to be celebrated on occafion of the CXth olympiad, feven years 
before Nero undertook the cutting of the ifthmus, and confe- 
quently in the year of the chriftian cera fixty-one. He com- 
plied with their invitation, and, by his warm exhortations, in- 
spired many, both Greeks and foreigners, with the love of 
virtue and abhorrence of vice. At Corinth he was kindly re* 
ceived, and ever after admired by Demetrius, the moft cele- 
brated Cynic of thofe days, and his difciple Menippus. At La- 
cedamon y where he paffed great part of the winter, he is faid 
to have perfuaded the inhabitants to refume their antient man- 
ner of living 1. But of this great and remarkable reformation, 
no notice is taken by any other writer. In the beginning of 
the fpring, he failed from Lacedtcmon to Crete, and from thence 
to Rome, where he flayed, performing wonderful things, re- 
lated at length by the author of his life, till he was obliged to 
quit the city, in virtue of an edict enafted by Nero, driving all 
philofophers out of Rome. He then retired to Cadiz, where, fj e efJC0rtm 
in a private conference with Galba, he encouraged him to re- r/1 g €S Gal- 
volt from Nero, and aflfume-the fovereignty. From Cadiz he ha to re- 
crofled over to Africa, from Africa to Hetruria, and thence to wit from 
Sicily^ where he received the tidings of Nero's death. How- Nero, 
ever, he would not return to Rome, but failed to Achaia or 
Greece, where he remained the winter, and early in the fpring 
paffed over into Egypt, where he was followed by vaft crouds, 
the fuperftitious Egyptians flocking from all quarters to hear and 
fee him. Pbilqftratus would fain perfuade us, that Vefpafian 
went into Egypt for the fame purpofe ; but of the true motive 
of his journey, we have fpoken elfewherc. However, Vefpa- 
fian, who was not exempt, as Tacitus obferves, from fuch 
fupcrftition, while he was in Egypt, went to vifit Apollonius, 
and feemed to entertain a mighty opinion of him. He confult- hconfultcd 
ed him in private about the ftate of his affairs, and paid great by Vcfpa- 
deference to his judgment. Dion and Euphrates, two cele- iian. 
brated philofophers, advifed Vefpafian to renounce the fovereign- 
ty, after he had overcome Vitcllius, and reftore the republic to 
its former liberty. But Apdlonius oppofed their fentiments, 
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which occafioned a warm debate, Apollonius being, it feems, 
impatient of all contradiclion. Vefpajsan followed the opinion 
of Apollonius, who thereupon took the liberty to inftruft him 
how to govern with equity and moderation . V tfpajian would 
have rewarded him with great generofity for his excellent pre- 
cepts ; but the philofopher would not accept the leaft acknow- 
ledgment \ From Alexandria V tfpajian departed for Rome, 
Travels and Apollonius foon after for Ethiopia 9 with a defign to vifit the 
/»/*Ethio- philofophers of that country, whom Philojiratus calls Gymno- 
pia. fophifts\ a name by all other writers given to the philofophers 

of India. Of the thirty difciples he had at this time, ten only 
accompanied him in this journey, the others chufing to remain 
at Alexandria. He was at firft received very coldly by the 
Ethiopian philofophers, who had been prejudiced againft him by 
Euphrates ; but they were foon reconciled to each other, and 
held feveral private conferences, which Apollonius interrupted to 
view the fources of the Nile but he did not go beyond the 
third cataraft. He returned to Egypt, about the time that 
Titus took the city of Jerufalem, which he entered on the eighth 
of September of the year feventy. The next year Titus return- 
ed to Rome, and was met by Apollonius at Argos, who the fame 
year travelled all over Phoenicia, Ionia, and Cilicia ; vifited 
feveral cities of Greece ; and, if Codinus is to be believed, went 
to Byzantiwn, and there fet up feveral talifimans, or magical 
figures, which remained till the year 870. when the emperor 
Goes to Ba/ilius czufed them to be removed 3 . From Byzantium he re- 
Rome, turned to Greece, and from thencq to Rome ; where he endea- 
voured to ftir up the people againft the emperor Domitian, and 
exhorted Nerva, who was afterwards emperor, to head them, 
Domitian was informed of his private practices, and at the fame 
time told, that in the neighbourhood of Ro?ne he had facrificed a 
child, in order to difcover, by viewing its intrails, what fuc- 
cefs would attend Nerva, if he engaged in the confpiracy. 
Hereupon the emperor wrote to the governor of Afia, whither 
Apollonius was already retired, ordering him to feize him, and 
fend him in chains to Rome. But Apollonius, before the order 
arrived, had left AJia, in order to return to Rome. At Puteoli 
he found Demetrius the celebrated Cynic, who acquainted him 
with the emperor's edi£r, ordering all the philofophers to depart 
Rome ; and at the fame time exhorted him to retire, left he 
fhould fall a facrifice to the rage of Domitian, who bore an 
irreconcileable hatred to all philofophers, and to him in particu- 
lar. Apollonius replied, that he could not follow his advice, 
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without betraying Nerva ; and that he was very Aire it was not 
in the power of the tyrant to put him to death. He therefore 
purfued his journey to Ro?ne, in the habit peculiar to philofo- 
phers , but obliged Damis y his only companion, to quit it, left 
he fbould be difcovered and feized c . He no fooner arrived at 
Rome, than the emperor ordered Cafperius sElianus, captain of r e ;*£j f 
the praetorian guards, to feize him. Cafperius, who had a j 
particular veneration for him, under pretence or examining him £,.jDomiti- 
in private, inftru£ted him how to make his defence, when ^xCs orders. 
fummoned before the judges 5 and then, as he durft not difmifs 
him, committed him to prifon ; where Apollonius comforted his 
fellow- prifoners, fifty in number, and encouraged them to bear 
their confinement, and the miferies attending it, with con Aran cy 
and patience. After he had been thus confined for the fpace of 
fix days, he was brought before the emperor, who examined 
him concerning the defigns of Nerva. Apollonius anfwered, 
That Nerva had never entertained the leaft thought of con- 
fpiring againft him, or afluming the fovereignty, though he was 
at that time actually contriving, according to Philojlratus^ the 
means of depofing the emperor, and feizing the empire, being 
inftigated thereunto by Apollonius himfelf u . Domitian, finding 
he could draw no fatisfa&ory anfwer from him, ordered his 
beard to be maved, a great affront to a philofopher and com- 
manded him to be led back to prifon, loaded with chains, from 
which, however, he was two days after difcharged at the re- 
queftof Cafperius. While he was in bonds, he allured Damis y 
who attended him even in prifon, that the emperor, notwith- 
ftanding his great power, could not hurt him ; and, in fo fay- 
ing, drew with great eafe his leg out of the chain* He was a 
few days after brought again before the emperor, who, after y brought 
having examined him in the prefence of many perfons of f£V^* e 
diftinltion, declared him innocent, and afterwards had a a Jjfafrj m 
private conference with him, in which Apollonius difplayed to rf ec / are j 
him the great evils that muft necelTarily enfue from the prince's innocent. 
giving ear to informers. As for myfelf, faid he, I am not un- 
der the leaft apprchenfion : you may caufe me to be feized; but 
put me to death you cannot ; that the laws of fate and my de- 
ftiny will not allow. Apollonius, having thus fpoke, disappear- 
ed, and was feen that evening at Puteolr, three days journey 
diftant from Rome w . From Puteoli he pafled over into Sicily, 
and from thence into Greece, where he remained two years, 
followed and admired by vaft crouds, and perfons of all ranks 
and ages, whom, by his precepts and example, he animated to 
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defpife wealth, and place their whole happinefs in the purfuit of 
virtue. From Greece he returned to Ionia, refiding partly at 
Smyrna and partly at Ephefus ; but frequently vifiting all the 
cities of that province. While he was difcourfing to a nume- 
rous aflembly at Ephefus, the fame minute that Domitian was 
nuitb Do- {lain, he began all on a fudden to lower his voice, as if he had 
mitiarTj been feized with fear j but neverthelefs he purfued his difcourfe 

for fome time, though faintly, and often flopping, as if he had 
been intent upon fomething elfe. At length he quite gave over 
fpeaking, fixed his eyes ftedfaft on the ground ; and, after a 
Ihort fdence, Strike home, he evied, Jirike the tyrant home. As 
the numerous aflembly was greatly furprifed, he no fooner re- 
turned to himfelf, than he bid them be of good chear and re- 
joice \ For the tyrant, added he, is dead \ be is ju/i now ex- 
pired x . The fame thing is related by Dion CaJJius, as an 
event not to be doubted 5 nay, he adds, that Jpollonius , during 
his trance, as he calls it, named Stephanus, crying out fo as to 
be heard by the whole aflembly, Courage, brave Stephanus! 
courage! difpatcb the tyrant y. Nerva, who fucceeded Domi- 
tian, had no fooner taken polTeflion of the empire, than he 
wrote to jpollonius, inviting him to Rome. The philofopher 
returned anfwer, That, by the decrees of fate, they were 
never more to fee one another. However, fome time after, he 
wrote to the emperor a letter, filled with excellent precepts for 
governing with equity and moderation. This letter he fent by 
Damis, whom he charged to deliver to the emperor feveral rules 
of government by word of mouth in his name, 
was at Rome, he received advice, that jpollonius had difap- 
peared ; whence he concluded, that he had fent him to Rome, 
on purpofe that he might not be prefent at his death : hence he 
is generally thought to have died this year, the firft of Nerval 
reign, and ninety-fixth of the chriftian sera. Damis, in his 
memoirs, made no mention of his death; and Philojiratus de- 
clares, that in his time no one could give any probable account 
of it. Some pretended he died at Ephefus-, others related, that 
he went into a temple at Lindus in the ifland of Rhodes, and 
was never afterwards fcen. Philojiratus allures us, that, tho' 
he had travelled into feveral countries, he could no-where find 
his tomb, nor hear any certain account of the manner of his 
death k . This fuccincl: account of the life of Jpollonius is 
fvvelled by Philojiratus with a great number of miracles and pre- 
dictions, upon which he makes long defcants. Amongfl other 
hi riled to miracles wrought by his hero, he tells us, that he reftored to 
him. life a young woman of a confular family but at the fame time 
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feems to doubt, whether or no flie was quite dead: and truly, 
had he ever wrought fuch a miracle, he would have been* as 
Eufebius rightly obferves *, more famous than he ever was. 
His prodigies are attefted only by PhiloJlratus y who, as Lipjius 
obferves m , is guilty of many grofs rniftakes, and often contra- 
di£b himfelf in what relates to the Roman hiftory. What can 
fcem lefs probable, than his account of what palled at the inter- 
view between Apollonius and Domitian? Eufebius calls his book 
a romance \ and Pbotius looks upon it as a heap of inconfiftent 
fables n . Moft of the fathers (peak of it in the fame ftyle °, p^ af Qb - 
as do likewife Suidas p, and the moft judicious among the modern nion t ^ ~ 
writers, viz. Scaliger * 9 Vivos r , Vofjius *, Cajaubon c , &c. ant i ents 
Many of the pagans themlelves feem to have entertained but a entertain- 
very indifferent opinion of Apollonius .notwithftanding his boafted edof him. 
virtue and miracles. Even thofe who bore him no hatred looked 
upon him as a magician, and fcrupled admitting him to their 
myfteries u ; nay, the fame opinion ftill prevailed in the time of 
his panegyrift PhiloJlratus y as he himfelf witnefles w . Lucian 9 
fpeaking of one of his favourite and moft faithful difciples, calls 
him a celebrated and profejfed magician x . In the epitome of 
Dion CaJJius by Xiphilin^ we read, that the wicked emperor 
Caracalla had a particular efteem for Apollonius 9 whom he 
looked upon as the moft accompliflied impoftor and forcerer the 
world had ever feen. No one can perufe his life, tho* written 
with the utmoft partiality, without difcovcring in all his actions jj. , . 
a great deal of pride, arrogance, and prefumption, and an ex- J^^aance 
traordinary opinion of his own virtue. Before his journey to an j p re „ 
India , when the image of the Parthian king was {hewn him, yicmption. 
and he commanded to adore it, according to the cuftom of the 
country, he returned to the king's officers this arrogant and 
haughty anfwer ; The prince whom you adore y may reckon him- 
felf happy, if he deferves by me ta be only ejleemed and com" 
mended >\ He imagined himfelf poflcfled of all virtues in an 
eminent degree, took upon him every-where the character of 
cenfor, legiflatro, inilrudtor, &c. pretended to know every 
thing, to forcfee future events, to be acquainted with the moft 
hidden thoughts of thofe with whom he converted; nay, he fuf- 
fcred himfelf to be by the multitude acknowledged for a god, 
and divine worfliip to be paid him; which he indeed once re- 
fufed, but the only motive which prompted him to uje£t it was, 
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fear of being envied T . Philojiratus cries up his difintercfted- 
nefs and the purity of his manners ; but tho' he would receive 
no prefents from kings or emperors, yet he accepted, and even 
afked, a confiderable fum of one of the pontiffs \ As to the 
purity of his manners, he was commonly thought not to be free 
from all blame b ; at leaft his favourite difciples wallowed, if 
Luc i an is to be credited, in all manner of lewdnefs c . As he 
held the metempfychofts, or tranfmigration of fouls, he caufed a 
lion to be publicly adored, pretending, that the foul of Amafss, 
one of the antient kings of Egypt, had pafTed into that animal d . 
Philo/lratus endeavours to excufe, in the belt manner he can, 
his hero for quarrelling with the philofopher Euphrates , on 
whom he lays all the blame. But either the fame writer, or 
another of the fame name, who had read the life of Apollonius, 
and often refers his readers to it, owns, that neither Apollonius 
nor Euphrates behaved on that occafion as became philofophers e . 
However, notwithftanding the utmoft efforts both of Apollonius 
and his panegyrift, to difcredit and cry down Euphrates, he 
was, two hundred years after his death, generally efteemed 
the greater! philofopher of his time f . Apollonius himfelf, be- 
fore their quarrel, fpoke of him to Vefpaftan as a man of an 
unblcmiflied character, not forefeeing, for all his pretence to a 
prophetical fpirit, that he was foon to change his ftyle, and in- 
veigh againft him as one of the moft wicked of men Pliny 
the younger, who was intimately acquainted with Euphrates, 
beftows mighty encomiums upon him h ; and Arrian, in his 
comments upon Epicletus, not only extols his eloquence, but 
commends him greatly for having lived like a philofopher, be- 
fore he aflumcd the habit peculiar to that profefiion *. He died 
in the beginning of Adrian** reign, with whole permifiion he 
put an end to the infirmities attending old age with a draught 
of poifon k . He publifhcd fome writings againft Apollonius, 
which Philojiratus promifes to refute Eunapius feems to 
afcribe other works to him upon more noble fubje&s, by which 
Honours he gained great reputation m . As no one could give any cer- 
paid him tain account of the death of Apollonius, his countrymen, the 
<*f ter his inhabitants of Tyana, believed him immortal, and confecrated 
death. a tem pi c t0 \^\ m c \ 0 fc f 0 their city n . His images were fet up 

in many temples ; and the emperors, inftead of checking, 
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countenanced this fuperftition, by the honours which they 
themfelves paid to the impoftor. Adrian collected and lodged 
in the palace at Antium a great many of his letters °. Anto- 
nius Caracalla honoured him with divine worftup, and confe- 
crated a temple to him *\ The emperor Alexander kept his 
image in a private place of his palace, together with the images 
of our Saviour, of Abraham^ and of feveral princes, who had 
governed with equity and moderation q . Vopifcus tells us, that 
he read in certain memoirs, and alfo heard of perfons of credit, 
that the emperor Aurelian being refolved to give up the city of 
Tyana to be plundered by his foldiers, Apollonius appeared to 
him, and diverted him from that defign j and adds, that the em- 
peror, convinced by that miraculous apparition, that Apollonius 
was a god, vowed to him an image, a temple, and a ftatue r 5 
but whether he performed his vow, Vopifcus does not inform 
us ; neither does he vouch the truth of the apparition, tho' he 
profefled a particular veneration for Apollonius , and even de- 
figned to write his life in Latin^ as Philqftratus had done in 
Greeks that his ftupendous actions, fays he, may be known 
to the whole world. But, notwithftanding the great efteem 
which feveral of the emperors had for him, and his many pre- 
tended miracles, he was, at the beginning of the fourth cen- 
tury, generally looked upon as an impoftor and a magician a » 
Eunapius, who wrote in the beginning of the fifth century, 
attempted Xo retrieve the reputation of his pretended hero c 5 
but was therein attended with no better fuccefs than a late 
writer of no mean character; for, in fpite of the utmoft ef- 
forts of men, falfehood muft in the end yield, and truth pre- 
yail. Pbiloftratus has tranfmitted to us feveral letters written His works. 
by Apollonius^ moft of them very fhort, with a long apology, 
which he had compofed with a defign to pronounce it before 
Domitian^ not knowing u , tho' a great prophet, that the em- 
peror would not hear it, and that in writing it he laboured to 
no effe£t. Befides this apology and a great number of letters to 
perfons of all ranks and conditions w , he wrote a treatife upon 
judicial aftrology, comprifed in four books x , and another upon 
facrifices, wherein he pretended to fliew with what kind of victims 
each deity was moft pleafed. The former treatife was not much 
efteemed: but the latter was received with general applaufe. It is 
once quoted by Eujebius*, and mentioned likewife by Suidas \ 
His theology out of which Eufebius quotes a paflage % and his 
treatife upon facrifices are in all likelihood one and the fame work. 

0 Pin lost. 1. viii. c. 13, 14. P Dio.l. Jxxvii. p. 87S. 4 Lamp. 
in vit. Vcn, p. 123. » Vopisc. in \ it. Aurcl. » Lact. 1 v. c 3. 
1 Eo nap. in prarfat. "Puilost. !. viii. c. 3. » [dem, 1. i si. c. 1% 
* idem, h iv. c. 6 >' Eu?en. deprarp cvang. 1. iv. c. 13. fc Sui"> 
p. 376. » Ef.rEu, demon!!, cvar.g. l.iii.c. 3. C 11 A l\ 



C 464 3 




1 



CHAP. XX 



om the death of Domitian, the laji of the twelve 
Caefars, to the death of Trajan, who brought 
the embire to itsutmofi gra?tdeur and extent. 



HAVING delivered in the foregoing volumes, pur- 
fuant to our plan, the hiftory of Rome, from Romu- 
lus to the commonwealth, from the commonwealth to the em- 
pire, and continued it to the death of Domitian^ the twelfth 
emperor, and the laft of thofe princes, who are commonly ftyled 
the twelve Ctsfars ; we fhall now proceed to the hiftory of the 
other emperors, from the reign of Domitian , to the removal 
of the imperial feat to Conftantinople^ thence to the divifion of 
the empire, and from the divifion to the hiftory of both em- 
pires j of the weftern, to the taking of Rome by Odoacer, when 
with Augujlulus fell the very name of an empire in the weft; 
of the eaftern, to the taking of Conjlantinople by the Latins, 
to its recovery by the Greeks ; and finally, to its utter deftruc- 
tion by the Turks, whofe hiftory, from the firft notice we find 
of them to the prefent time, will follow, as in its proper place. 
Thefe are the fubje&s which we defign to purfue in the prefent 
volume, not doubting, but this will prove as ufeful and enter- 
taining as any of the preceding volumes, notwithftanding the ex- 
traordinary fuccefs which they have met with both at home and 
abroad, and which we had not vanity enough to have promifdd 
ourfelves in fo difficult an undertaking. The foregoing chapter 
we clofed with the death of Domitian^ who was fucceeded by 
Nerva, as was Nerva by Trajan* The reigns of thefe two ex- 
cellent princes will fupply us with matter for the prefent chapter. 
M. Coc- The death of Domitian was no fooner divulged, than thefe- 
ceius Ner- nate aflcmbled, and with one voice declared M. Cocceius Nerva 
va empe- emperor. He was a native of Narnia in Umbria \ but his fa- 
ro»\ mily came originally from the bland of Crete, fo that he was 

neither by birth a Roman, nor defcended from an Italian family* 
His family. However, his father, grandfather, and grjat- grand father had 

been honoured in Rome with the confular dignity. His grand- 
father, A/. Cocceius Nerva, one of the mod learned civilians 

in Rcmc, wvj cuniul in the eighth year of Tiberius** reign, and 

twenty- 
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twenty- fccond of the chriftian aera, accompanied that prince in 
his retirement, and, affected with thefadnefs of the times, chofe, 
when in perfect health, a voluntary death a . His father, who 
bore the fame name, was conful in the fourth year of the reign 
of Claudius , and fortieth of the chriftian a^ra b - His mother, 
by name Plautilla, was defcended from an Uluftrious family, 
being the daughter of one Lanas a confular c . The emperor 
was born, according to Dion CaJJius a , on the feventeenth of 
March * in the eighteenth year of Tiberius** reign and thirty- 
fecond of the chriftian aera, and was by Nero 9 in the twelfth 
year of his reign, honoured with the praetorfhip and a ftatue in His pre- 
the palace c , having by his elegant poems (for he was one of the ferments.' 
beft poets of his time) gained the affection of that prince, who 
even infcribed to him fome of his poetical pieces f . Pliny fpeaks 
of his epigrams and commends them c . He was conful with His huma- 
Vefpqfian in the year 71, and with Domitian in 90 h . He is W V V , gene* 
commended by all the antients as a prince of a moft fweet and rofity, &c; 
humane temper, of great moderation and generofity, and one 
who looked upon himfelf as raifed to the empire, not for his 
own advantage, but for that of his people; and truly the happi- 
nefs and welfare of thofe who lived under him were, during the 
fliorttime he reigned, his only end and purfuit. Hefeems to 
have been naturally timorous 1 ; and fome writers charge both 
him and Trajan with exceflive drinking k . Apollonius Tyanexis 
was the firft, if Philoflratus is to be credited, who folicited him 
to aflume the fovereignty, or at leaft to deliver Rome from the 
tyranny of Domitian. Nerva hearkened to him ; but his cou- 
rage failed him> when the defign was to be put in execution l . 
Apollonius^ however, did not fcruple denying the whole to Do- 
minant alluring him, that Nerva , tho* equal to the greateft 
honours, was fo far from procuring them by unlawful means, 
that he would not accept them, if offered, dreading nothing fo 
much, on account of his infirmities and his love of retirement, 
as being any -ways concerned in the adminiftration of public 
affairs'". However^ Do?nitian % either acquainted with Nerva 9 * 
defign, or giving credit to the aftrologers, who advifed him to 
beware of Nerva , fincc his nativity fL-emed to promife him the 
empire, confined him to Tarentum in the year 94. ; and would 

* Tacit, annal. iv. c. S. Aur. Vict. epit. Eutrop. Dio. 1. 
lxvii. p. 767. Front aquaxluft. p. 1 iq. On urn. in fait, p 198. 
k Onlth. ibid. * Gkuter. p. 24.6. d Dio. 1 J.xviii. p. 
77 1- c Tacit, annal. xv. c- 7. f Martial. 1. viii. cpigr. 
70. & 1. \x. cpigr. 27. c Plim. 1. ; ii. epiJt. S. h Front. 
m\md p. 2 u). 1 Aur. Vic r. in vi .Trajan. k Idem ibid. 
1 Phi lost, in vie. Apoll. Tyan. 1. vii c 10 Idem ibid. c. 

14 Si 1. via. c. 3. 
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Narrowly have put him to death, had not a more kind aftrologer allured 
efcapes the emperor, that Nerva 9 who was of a weak conftitution and 
death un- f u bjecl to many infirmities, would die in a few days n . Jure- 
der Do- n us y iff or writes, that Nerva, dreading the cruelty of Domi- 
iiutian. tian 9 had retired to Gaul 9 and was there when he received the 

news of the tyrant's death, and his own affumption to the em- 
pire °. On the other hand, Dion CaJJius takes no notice of his 
banifhment ; but fuppofes him to have been at Rome when Do- 
mitian was murdered: for he tells us, that Parthenius and the 
other confpirators offered the empire, before the affafiination of 
Domitian ^ to feveral perfons ; who, looking upon fuch an 
offer as a fnare laid for their deftru£t,ion, declined it ; but that 
at length Nerva, who daily expected to be facrificed to the jea- 
loufy of the emperor, was prompted, by his own fear, to ac- 
cept the fovereign power, as the only means of preferving his 
life p. Domitian therefore being kUled on the eighteenth of 
Isactttoav- September of the year 96, Nerva was the fame day declared 
/edged em- emperor by the fenate, and, as fuch, acknowledged by the 
peror by praetorian guards, notwithstanding their concern for the death of 
the fenate the late emperor, which they would have revenged, had they 
and fit- not Deen reftrained by Petronius Sccundus, one of their captains, 
" tgr y* an d by Parthenius, Domitian* s chief chamberlain q . Nerva 

had fcarce alfumed the fovereignty, when a falfe report was 
fpread, that Domitian was ftill alive, and the news of his death 
only an artifice to difcover the dellgns of fuch as he fufpe£ted : 
hence dread feized all, and the concourfe about the new em- 
peror difperfed in a moment. Nerva himfelf naturally wary 
and timorous, was ftruck fpeechleft, betrayed great difmay in 
his countenance, and, fallen from the higheft hopes, waited 
for prefent death, till Parthenius affurcd him, that the report 
was quite groundlefs. Hereupon recovering his former temper, 
he went firfl: to the camp of the praetorian guards, and thence, 
after he had fecured them by a promife of the ufual donative, 
to the fenate, where he was received with the greateft marks 
imaginable of cftcem and affection. Many congratulatory 
fpeeches were made tohimon this occafion ;1i>ut thatof Arrius An- 
toninus y grandfather to the emperor T. Antoninus by his mother, 
was of a different nature from the reft ; for embracing the new 
emperor, with whom he had long lived in great intimacy, 44 I 
44 am come, (aid he, with the reft, to congratulate the fenate, 
* 6 the people of Rome* and the provinces of the empire, upon 
" your advancement to this high poft ; but cannot pay the f.tme 
44 compliment to you, who, after having, by your wifdom 

I 
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«' and virtue, happily efcaped the rage of fo many wicked 
" princes, plunge yourfelf into new dangers and troubles, be- 
in* expofed to the ccnfure and hatred both of your friends 
" and foes, efpecially of the former, who will not fail, if any 
<c of their fuits are denied, to become your moft implacable 
" enemies r Nerua now confirmed in the fovereignty both 
by the fenate and foldiery, blended together two things, fays 
Tacitus % once thought irreconcileable ; public liberty and fove- 
reign power : for under him the Romans enjoyed all the former, The Ro- 
and felt none of the evil effects of the latter c . He imme- mans hap- 
diately delivered from their fears, and fet at liberty, all thofe Py **&r t 
who had been, under the late emperor, arraigned of treafon, btm * 
and recalled fuch as had been baniftied under colour of the fame 
crime u , caufing their lands and inheritances to be reftored to 
them, without the leaft deduction. Pliny mentions many 
illuftrious perfons, who returned from banifhment on this occa- 
fion w ; and a medal (truck the following year, which has reached 
us, bears the following legend ; exules Roma redditi 9 that is, 
the exiles rejlored to Rome x . However, he would not fuffer 
Licinianusy who had been baniftied for debauching a veftal, to 
return to Italy j but gave him leave to pafs the remainder of his 
life in Sicily r. He enacted more fevere laws againft informers, p un ifl„ s 
than Titus had done, who abhorred that race of men ; and a // in/br- 
caufed all the flaves and freedmen to be put to death, who had mers* 
informed againft their matters and patrons. Befides thefe, many 
other informers were publicly executed, and among them a 
philofopher, by name Saras. At the fame time, he publiftied 
an edict, forbidding, agreeable to the antient laws of Rome? a 
flave or frecdman to appear againft his mafter in any accufation 
whatfoeverj and ordering, that no perfon fhould, for the fu- 
ture, bcaccufed of violated majefly, or profecuted for living ^ 0 //^ s 
after the manner of the Jews z , by which words Dion, with- t j 7e j afUJ 0 j 
out all doubt, meant the Cbrijlians. He folemnly fwore, that majefty* 
no fenator fhould ever by his orders be put to death; and re- 
ligioufly obferved his oath, tho' fome of that body confpired 
againft him, as wc fhall relate anon. All the goods and effects Redreffes 
belonging to particulars, which he found in the palace, ho grievances. 
ordered to be immediately reftored to the proprietors; leflened 
the taxes ; delivered the Jews from the cruelties and oppreflions 
of the collectors of the public revenues; and, to the great fa- 
tisfa&ion of the Romans, annulled the law of Augujlus* order- 
ing the twentieth part of each inheritance and legacy to be paid 

r Auk. Vict, in cpit. 8 Tacit, vit. Agrip. c. 3. 1 Pi. in. 
h ix. cpilt. 13. «« £) io . I. i xv iii. p. 769. w I'mn. 1. iv. 

epifl. 1 1 . x Birao. numif. p. 1+4. > Eujeu, I. in. c. 20. 
3 l^io. 1. Ixviii. p, 769. 
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into the exchequer* He allowed no gold or filvcr ftatues to be 
e reded to him, retrenched all fuperfluous expenecs, abolifhing 
Hisgnte- for that purpofe divers (acrificcs and public (hows; and as he 
rofity to- ftjj] wan ted money wherewithal to relieve the neceffitous citi- 
nvards the zens anc j rewar( j n i s friends, he at laft fold great part of the gold 
e% and fdver plate, and rich furniture, both of his own houfe and 

of the imperial palace, with feveral houfes and eftates. In fell- 
ing them, he was not difficult as to the price ; but feemed over- 
joyed to have fo favourable an opportunity of obliging many. 
He laid out a vaft fum upon a purchafe of land, to be divided 
amongft the poor of Rome, appointing fome fenators of known 
integrity, and amongft the reft one Corellus, highly efteemed 
by Pliny a , to divide it amongft the mod indigent b . From 
feveral medals of this year it appears, that he twice divided con- 
liderable fums among the people, befides the lands, and more- 
over a large quantity of corn c . Hie children of fuch as were 
poor, he caufed to be brought up, in all the cities of Italy, at 
the public expence. He eafed not only Italy, but all the pro- 
vinces, of the heavy impofitions with which they had been bur- 
dened by Vefpafian and D "omit ian ; and utterly abolifhed the 
tribute upon all carriages, which was generally looked upon as 
an infufferable grievance: hence the fenate caufed feveral 
medals to be ftruck, to perpetuate by that means the rcmem- 
Nis tit fin- brance of fo great a favour d . Of the many infrances of 
tereftcd- his difmterefrednefs, taken notice of by the antients, we 
ntfs. fhall only relate the following : Atticus, a citizen of Athens, 

father to the famous Her odes Atticus, of whom we (hall 
fpeafc in the reign of T. Antoninus, having difcovered in his 
houfe a large treafure, wrote to Nerva, defiring to know how 
he fhould difpofe of it. The emperor, who had no biafs to 
avarice, anfwered, Utere 3 life it ; but Atticus, not thinking 
himfelf yet fecure, wrote to him a fecond letter, acquainting 
him, that the treafure was too great for a private perfon, and 
that he was thence afraid to ufe it. To this the generous prince 
replied in two words, Ergo abut ere, Then abufe it, fignifying 
thereby, that the treafure was his without referve, and that he 
S*mrofbis might difpofe of it as he thought fit c . Nerva renewed the law 
lain. D f X)omitiany forbidding the caftration of children f ; and by 

one edidr. confirmed all the grants of that prince. He publifh- 
cd a law forbidding any one to marry his niece, which was firft 
allowed in the reign of Claudius b - 9 applied himfelf with great 

a Flin. 1. vii. epiil. 31. b Dio. ibid. p. 770. Zonar. 
p. 199. Chron. Alexand. c BiRAC.numif. p. 143. d Idem, 
p. 144.. « pHiLOsritAT. in vit. fophift. p. 546. f Dio. 
1. Ixviii, p. 770. * Idem ibid. 

oare 



Chap. 20. Tbe Roman Hiftory'. 469 

care to the reformation of manners; wasafliduous in the admi- 
mftration of juftice; and, in (hort, behaved in ilich manner to- 
wards all, that he ufed to fay, he believed he might refign the 
empire, and return with fafety to apiivate life, not being con- 
fcious to himfelf of having done the leaft thing that could give 
any man juft motive of offence *■ He was perhaps too kind to 
fiich as were altogether unworthy of his favours ; which gave 
occaiion to fome perfons to complain of his lenity and indul- 
gence. Having one day invited to his table, befides many other ^ ts t0 ? 
perfons of diftindrion, Junius Mauri c us, who had been banifh- £ re " f ™& 
ed by Domitian 9 and Fabricius Veiento^ a confular, who, with U J l 171 u ~ 
his fecret informations, had occafioned the ruin of many illuftri- * €ttC€m 
ous citizens in the preceding reign, one of the guefts happened 
to mention Catullus MeJJalinus^ a noted informer under Domi- 
tian ^ when the emperor, hearing him named^ IFhat would Ca- 
tullus do y (aid he, were he alive now ? If he were alive ?iow 9 
replied Mauri cus with great freedom, he would be at table 
with us j which wa; a gentle reflection on the emperor's lenity 
and kindnefs to Veiento and others, whom he ought rather to 
have punifhed than carefTed h . As foon as, by the death of 
Domitian and affumption of Nerva, public liberty was reftored, 
to ufe the expreflion of Pliny *, all who had fu ffered by falfe 
accufations flocked to the fenate, demanding, that condign 
punifhment might be forth with inflicted onfuch as had informed 
againft them. The fenate hearkened to their requeft, and 
punifhed fome with death, others with banifhment ; but, not 
without great partiality, fparing thofe of their own body. 
Hereupon Pliny boldly undertook the accufation of Publicus 
Certus, who was not only of the fenatorial order, but had been 
by Domitian named to the confulfhip with Veftius Proculus. 
The fenate, having firft attempted in vain to perfuade Pliny to 
drop the profecution, referred in the end th<; whole affair to the 




it advifeable to condemn him, as was then commonly believed, 

becaufe he lived in great friendfhip with the governor of Syria* 

who was at the head of a powerful army ; which gave no fmall 

umbrage to Nerva K Befides, in the heat of the firft profecu- 

fcions, fome perfons, among the reft the philofopher Scras, had 

been punifhed with death as informers, and afterwards found 

innocent i which gave the good-natured emperor great un- 
cafinefs m . 

* Idem ibid. '» ViCT.epit. Pmn. I. iv. epift. 22. 1 Plim. 
h jx. epiic. 13; k Jdcm ibid. D10. p. 769. * Plin. ibid. 
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On the kalends of January Nerva entered upon his third 
confulfhip, which was the firft after his acceffion to the em* 
pire, and chofe for his collegue L. Virginins Rjifus, to whom 
the folJiers had often offered the empire. As Virginius was 
rifing, after he had aflumed the fafces, to pronounce a fpeech 
in praifc of the emperor, according to the cuftom which then 
obtained, he let a book drop out of his hand, and as he Hooped 
to take it up, fell himfelf, and had the misfortune to break his 
leg ; which, as he was then in the eighty- third year of his age, 
occafioned his death. He was, by the emperor's orders, buried 
with the utmoft pomp and magnificence, and Cornelius Tacitus, 
the hiftorian, whom Nerva named to the confulate in his room, 
pronounced his funeral oration n . Pliny wrote another pane- 
gyric upon him, in a letter which hefent to one of his friends, 
acquainting him with the death of that illuftrious citizen °. 
This year, Calpurnius Crajfus, defcended from the antient and 
illuflrious family of the Crajfi, confpired with fome others 
againft Nerva ; who, being immediately informed of their 
wicked defigns, font for them, and carrying them with him to 
the public theatre, placed them next to himfelf, and prefented 
to them, 7!&Titus had done on the like occafion, the (words of 
the gladiators, which were always brought to and viewed by the 
emperor p. We are not told what effecl: this inftance of gene- 
rofity had upon the cenfpirators. All we know is, that Crajfus^ 
having owned his crime, was, with his wife, banifhed to Ti- 
rentum. The fenate were for condemning both him and his 
accomplices to death : but the emperor, alledging the oath he 
had taken, not to fpill the blood of any fenator, checked their 
zeal. Whereupon Pronto, to whom Nerva had refigned the 
fafces, offended at the prince's unfeafonable clemency, as he 
flyled it, faid boldly, that it uuas a great misfortune to have a 
prince, under whom all things were criminal and forbidden \ 
but a JIM greater to be governed by one, under whom all things 
were allowed The ftmperor was fo far from refenting this 
freedom, that thenceforth he acted with fomewhat more fevc- 
rity, taking for his counfellors fuch of the fenators as were per- 
fons of great experience and known integrity, and difpatching, 
with their advice, all matters of confequence. The fame year, 
the praetorian guards, headed by Cafperius /Eli amis, their com- 
mander, occafioned dillurbances in the city, under colour of 
revenging the death of Domitian ; flew to the palace, and there 
beficged Nerva, demanding with great boldnefs, that all thofc 
who had been any-ways concerned in the aflaflination oi the 

n Pi. in. 1. ii. epifl:. r. ° Idem ibid. n Dio. p. 77°* 
Vict. ibid. 1 Dio. p. 761;. 
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late emperor, might be forthwith delivered up to them, or 
publicly executed. AVw, though naturally timorous, behav- 
ed on this occafion with incredible firmnefs ; for, offering his 
bare neck to the incenfed foldiery, he begged they would be 
fatisfied with his life, and fpare thofe, to whom he was indebted 
for the empire, and whom, on that account, he could not in 
honour abandon. But his refolution was to no efFedr. ; he was 
in the end confi: rained, as Pliny writes r , to condemn thofe, 
whom he ftudied to prefer ve at the expence of his own life ; 
for the foldie'rs, without being in the leaft awed or moved by 
him, cut in pieces Petronius Secundus, Parthenius^ and the 
other confpirators, as we read in Viclor the younger, or, as he 
is by fome ftyled, ViSforinus \ Neither did the mutinous fol- Nerva is 
diery ftop here, but obliged the emperor to return them public obliged to 
thanks before the people, for putting to death the worft and comply 
moft wicked of men c . This infolence and boldnefs of the fol- wi/A their 
diery proved in the end very advantageous to the empire ; for * n j u ft 
Nerva, finding himfelf defpifed on account of his infirmities man **» 
and old age, refolved to name fome perfon for his fuccefior, 
who mould be able, both to fupport him, and to govern with 
equity and moderation after his death. He was not without 
many relations and friends of his own 5 but as he had more at 
heart the welfare of the empire, than the grandeur of his family, 
he overlooked them, and chofe Ulpius "Trajan, the greateft and ff 4 adopts 
moft deferving perfon of that age, for his fuccefTor, and at the Ulpius 
fame time adopted him in the capitol, declaring his adoption Trajan, 
with a loud voice thus : With my hearty wi foes for the profpe- 
rity of the fenate and people c/Rome, and that what I do may 
prove fortunate to them and tnyfelf, I declare Marcus Ulpius 
Trajan my fori. He afterwards gave him the title of Cesjar 9 
with that of Germanicus, which he himfelf feems to have af- 
fumed about this time, inverted him with the tribunitial power, 
and even honoured him with the title of emperor ; fo that he 
created him not only his fucceflbr, but his partner in the empire : 
at the fame time, he named him conful for the enfuing year 
a he adoption of Trajan, which was received with great joy 
both by the fenate and people, put a frop to the difordcrs com- 
mitted by the foldicry, who immediately returned to their duty. 
As Trajan was then at the head of a powerful army in Lower 
Germany, Nerva fent him a diamond of great value, and wrote 
to him with his own hand, acquainting him with his preferment, 
and leaving to him the revenging of the afFrcnt put upon him 
by the pnetorian guards and their commander. Some time after, 

r Pi. .in. pnncgyr. ■ Vict* in epit. 1 Idem ibid. u Vict. 
ibid. Sid. car. vii. ver. 114. Plin. panegyr. D10. l.lxix. p. 770. 
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Trajan fent for Cafperius and thofe of his party, under colour 
of employing diem in fome expedition ; but, inftead of making 
ufeof them, difcharged them all with ignominy w , or, as fome 
write, put them to death. Xo wards the clofe of this year, 
ISferva took upon him the title of imperator, on account of a 
victory gained over the Germans in Pannonia *, of which we 
know not the particulars. 
The death The following year, he entered upon his fourth confulfhip, 
of Nerva. having Ulpius Trajan, now thefecond time conful, for hiscol- 

legue j but died foon after, according to fome, on the twenty - 
firft, according to others, on the twenty-feventh, of January. 
For having heated himfelf, in chiding with great acrimony the 
celebrated informer jfquilius Regulus, he was feized with a 
fever, which, as he was weak and ftricken in years, foon put 
an end to his life, after he had reigned fixteen months and eight, 
or at moft nine, days. He had lived, according to Dion Caf- 
Jius *, fixty-five years, ten months, and as many days ; accord- 
ing to Eutropius, feventy-one ; and according to St. Jerom, 
feventy-three years y . He died in the Sallujlian gardens, whence 
his body was carried by the fenate to the tomb of Augujlm z . 
fs ranked He was ranked amongft the gods, and Trajan out of gratitude 
among]} caufed feveral temples to be erected to him, both in Rome and 
the gods, the provinces a . He was, no doubt, a prince of great wifdom, 

generofity, and moderation , but fome of the provinces were 
more grievoufly oppreffed in his reign than in that of Domitian, 
the governors, who dreaded D omit tan, prefuming upon the 
lenity and goodnefs of his fucceflbr, to in rich themfelves at the 
expence of the unhappy people, committed to their care. Thefe 
grievances Nerva would not have failed to redrefs, had he lived 
long enough to know them. 
Trajan. Trajan was a Spaniard both by birth and extraction, defend- 
ed rather of an antient than an illuftrious family, born in Italic^ 
near Seville, now known, according to fome, by the name of 
Old Seville, according to others, by that of Sllcala del Rio b . 
His father, named alfo Trajan, had been honoured with the 
confulfhip, diftinguifhed with triumphal ornaments, and raifed, 
Hisfamily, no doubt, by Vcfpafian to the rank of a patrician c . Trajan, 
tim-tjhrs, commander of the tenth legion, who fignalized himfelf at the 
« mi pre- taking of Japha, as we read in Jofrphus tl , was, wc conjecture, 
jtfMents. f at | ler t0 t j )e p re fe nt emperor, who was born, according to moft 

Writers, in the twelfth year of the reign of Claudius, and filty- 

w Dio. ibid. x Plin. pancgyr. Bikacj. numifm. p. ■ 45-' 
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fecond of the chriftian a^ra c . He followed the profeiftort of 
arms from his early youth, and ferved ten years in quality of 
tribune f - He checked the pride of the Parthians, fays his 
panegyrift, while he was yet very young, and defeated their 
meafures with the bare fame of his name 5. But he then com- 
manded, in all likelihood, under his father, to whom he gave* 
when emperor, the title of Partblcus, as appears from various 
medals h . He was praetor in the year 86. and conful in 91* 
with Acilius G la brio. Soon after his confulfllip, he withdrew 
to Spain, dreading the cruelty of Domitian, and there led a 
retired life, till he was by that prince recalled, and appointed 
governor of Lower Germany 1 ; which muft have been after the 
revolt and defeat of Jntoninus in 88* for had he had any fhare in 
that victory, Pliny would have mentioned it in his panegyric. 
While he was governor of Germany, he performed nothing 
which.his panegyrift thought worth mentioning, fmce he only 
fays, that while he governed Germany, he gained the affections 
of the foldiery; but, notwith (landing their inviolable attach- 
ment, never entertained the leaft thought of revolting from the 
worft of princes, to whom he had fworn allegiance, and fciz- 
ing, as he might, the empire for himfelf k . He was ftill go- ts adopted 
vernor of Germany, when Nerva adopted him for his fon, ap- by Nerva. 
pointed him his fucceflbr, and took him for his partner in the 
empire, as we have related above. To this choice Nerva was 
directed by the extraordinary merit of Trajan^ and a fincere 
defire of continuing to all the nations fubje£t to the empire that 
happinefs which they enjoyed in his reign. And truly Trajan 
pollened in an eminent degree all thofe qualities which form a 
grqjt, an excellent, prince. He was, when preferred to the em- 
pire, in the forty-fecond, or, as fome will have it, the forty- 
fifth, year of his age, and confequently neither fubjeel: to the 
vices of youth, ralhnefs, and orccinitnHnn. nni- tn th<* WM lr_ 



nefs and indolence attending old age. His body was robuft and 
inured to fatigue ; his countenance comely and majeftic ; his 
ftature regular and tall ; and his behaviour extremely engaging 
He was not himfelf a man of learning, having from his child- 
hood been brought up in the camp ; but favoured the learned, 
and encouraged in others what he himfelf wanted. As to mili- Trajan an 
tary affairs, he was, without difputc, the beft commander of his excellent 
age, and equal to the greateft generals of antiquity. In every cwwian* 
duty of war he was indefatigable ; he marched always on foot ^r. 
at the head of the army, even after he was emperor, and 

•Eutrop. Goltz. Gruter. &c. f Plin. pan. 6 Idem 
»«- h SPAKn. I. vii. p. 851. 1 Dio. 1. Lvvii. p. 7 6e. 
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crofted immenfe countries without ever once mounting on 
horfeback, or fuffering himfelf to be carried, as other emperors 
had done, in a chariot or litter. His diet was fuch as chance 
presented. In his garb and general drefs he little varied 
from a common foldier. Upon confutations and difpatchea 
he beftowed nights and days. He never retired to his tent till 
he had vifited the whole camp, and was always the firft in the 
field when the ufual exercifes were to be performed. He was 
acquainted with all the old foldiers, called them by their names, 
remembered their exploits, and familiarly converfed with them ; 
but at the fame time knew how to keep them to their duty m . 
He was great in war, and equally great in peace. When he firft 
aflumed the fovereign power, he publicly profefled, that he did 
not think himfelf in that high ftation more exempt from the ob- 
fervance of the laws, than the meaneft of the populace ; and 
accordingly took an oath to obey them, which he religioufly ob- 
ferved; and thence Pliny fays, that all the emperors before him 
His mode- ^ad made the fame profeflions, but their profeflions were not 
ration, af- believed. What they had promifed to be, Trajan was; for he 
f ability, pofleffed the place of a lawful prince, only to prevent the exer- 
generojity, cife of lawlefs power n . He delighted to fee his people happy, 
and other and had nothing fo much at heart as to make them fo. To ac- 
virtucs. complifh this, he chearfully leffened his revenue, lefTened his 

authority, and reft rained his prerogative, where it feemed in the 
leaft to interfere with the intereft and happinefs of his people. 
He was aware, that over-bearing pride was not the means to win 
affe&ion or efteem, and that condefcenfion in a prince is not 
irreconcileable with his dignity, but rather a fure way to raife 
it: he therefore lived with his people rather like a father witj^his 
children, than a prince with his fubje£te °. He advanced none 
but themoft virtuous and worthy; and fuch as were otherwife, 
he chofe to reform and reclaim rather with gentlenels and cle- 
mency, than with rigour and feverity. On his taking upon 
him the empire, he declared in full fenate, that no good man 
mould ever be put to death by his orders, which he confirmed 
by a folcmn oath, and religioufly obferved it. He fuffered but 
few ftatues to be erected to him, checked fuch as offered to 
flatter him, and would not allow any extraordinary honours to 
be conferred upon him. His palace was conftantly open to per- 
fons of all ranks, whom he received with extraordinary kind- 
nefs, heard with great patience, and ftrove, as far as in him lay, 
to difmifs none from his prefence diflatisfied ; looking upon him- 
felf as raifed to that high poft, not for his own advantage, but 

m Pun. ibid. Dio. l.lxviti. p. 772. "Pj:iN.ibid, • Idem 
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for that of others. To his other great qualities, he added that 
of veracity, acting in council, in public negotiations, and with 
private men, without thofe little artifices which wife men de- 
fpife, and none but the apes of wiTe men practife. He would 
never fuffer any one to be condemned upon fufpicions, however 
ftrong and well-grounded, faying, it was better a thou fend cri- 
minals mould efcape unpunimed, than one innocent perfon be 
condemned p . When he appointed Suburanus captain of his 
guards, in prefenting him, according to cuftom, with a drawn 
fword, the badge of his office, he ufed thefe memorable words; 
Pro me ; fi merear, in me : Employ this fword for me \ but turn 
it 9 if I defer ve it, againft ?ne * . He allowed none of his freed - 
men any fharein the adminiftration, telling them, that he, and 
not they, was invefted with the fovereign power, and therefore 
warning them not to aflume any authority inconfiftent with 
their rank. Some perfons having a fuit with one of them, by 
name Eurytbmus, and feeming to fear the imperial freedman, 
Trojan aflured them, that the caufe (hould be heard, difcufled, 
and decided, according to the ftricteflrlaws of juftice ; adding, 
For neither is he Polycletus, nor J Nero. Polycletus^ of whom 
we fpoke in the reign of Nero, was that prince's favourite freed- 
man. Trajan is faid to have excelled even Nerva himfelf in 
generofity, and all the preceding princes in the largefTes with 
which he relieved, not only the citizens of Rome y but the indi- 
gent people in all the provinces of the empire: whence he was 
by all nations looked upon as a common father, and as fuch loved 
and revered r . However, he was not without fome faults: he was Bis faults. 
addicted to wine. This fault Dion CaJJius owns, but adds, 
that he never drank to excefs s . On the other hand, Aurelius 
Viflor aflures us, that he injoined all his officers not to put in 
execution fuch orders as he mould give at or after his banquets l ; 
and Julian, furnamed the apojiate, writes, that Trajan had a 
talent for eloquence, and would have applied himfelf with fuo 
cefs to that ftudy, had he not by immoderate drinking impaired 
his natural capacity u . Pliny extols his chaftfty w , but Dion 
owns, that he abandoned himfelf to the moft infamous and un- 
natural practices x ; and agrees therein both with Spartian v 9 and 
the emperor "Julian z , who Hkewife charges him with lazinefs, 
for fuffering Sura to write moft of his letters ft . He loved gay 
amu foments and diverfionsj but from hence arofe no neglect or 

p Pmn. pan. Vict. epit. Dio. p. 771. * Dio. p. 778. 
Aur. Victor. r Di o. & Pi.in. ibid. "Dio. p. 772. «Au*. 
Vict, in Trajan, p. 2. u Jul ian. Cjesar. p. 39. w Plin.- 
pan. p. 36, * Dio, ibid. * Spart. in Trajan, 7 Julian. 
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relaxation in his conducing public affairs. He was fomewhat 
ambitious, and more defirous of extending the confines of the 
empire, than was confiftent with juftice. When he affirmed 
any thing for certain, he ufed to add; So may I fee Dacia re~ 
duced to a province, and pafs the Euphrates and the Danube on 
bridges built by my f elf b . He fuffered his name to be placed on 
the buildings which he had only repaired, as if they had been 
founded by him- Whence he was nick- named parietarius, 
which name is common to all plants growing on walls c . How 
his lenity, mildnefs, and good-nature, fo much cried up by all the 
antients, were confiftent with his per fecu ting the chriftians, is 
what we cannot eafily conceive. He fuffered himfelf to be 
fty led lord, as appears from Pliny's epiftles to him ; a title, which 
other good emperors, and Augujlus himfelf, had conftantly re- 
fufed, and he feems at firft to have declined d . He likewife al- 
lowed facrifices to be offered to his ftatues, and people to fwear 
by his life and eternity, as mod facred things c . We fhall now 
purfue the hiftory of his reign, according to the order of time, 
Trajan commanded, as we have related above, a powerful 
army in Lower Germany, when he was adopted by Nerua and 
declared his fucceflbr, which happened about the latter end of 
the year 97. He declined at firft accepting that high poft, but 
Be accepts WdS f° on prevailed upon, by the officers of his own army, and 
the title the deputies difpatched to him from the armies in Upper Ger- 
Casfar, many and in Masfia, to yield, and affume the title of Cafor. 
and the He did not fecm in the leaft elated with his new dignity, chufing 
empire. rather to be looked upon by his foldiers as their general, than 

their emperor f . Nerva dying foon after, that is, on the twenty- 
firftor twrnty-feventh of ^January of the following year, tidings 
of his death were firft brought to him by Adrian his coufini 
Hereupon Trajan, who was then at Cologne, immediately 
affunied the title of Augujlus, and was acknowledged as fuch 
by the armies in Germany and Moefia, who with great joy fwore 
allegiance to him e. He had no fooner taken poffeffion of the 
empire, than he wrote to the fenate, alluring them upon his 
bath, that no man of probity fhould ever by his orders be either 
put to death, or injured in his fortune h . He did not immediately 
leave Germany, but continued there all this and part of the fol- 
lowing year 5 for the time of his confuUhip was expired, as 
Pliny informs us l , before he fet out for Rome. All the Ger- 
?nan nations fent deputies to him, congratulating him upon his 

* Ammian. l.xxiv. 'Idem, L xxvii. d Pnn. pancgyr. 
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acceffion to the empire; and the barbarians, who dwelt be- 
yond the Danube, and ufed, during the winter, to pafs that ri- 
ver on the ice, and commit great devaftations on the Roman 
territories, hearing that Trajan was created emperor, refrained The Bar- 
from all hoftilities, not daring to provoke fo great a commander, barians 
now at liberty to chaftife them k - Tacitus the hiftorian, in his a<wed by 
book of the cujlornsof the Germans, marks the years to the fe- his pre- 
cond confulate of Trajan ; whence fome have concluded, thatf c " ce - 
the faid book was compofed this year, Trajan being now conful 
the fecond time. He (peaks there of theexpulfion of the Bruc- g rac . 
terians by the Chamavians and Angrivarians, as a thing lately terians 
happpened ; and adds, that the gods vouchfafed to gratify the driven out 
Romans with the fight of a battle fought by the barbarians, in by other 
which, fays our hiftorian, there fell above fixty thoufand fouls, German 
without a blow ftruck by us ; and, what is a circumftance ftill n *tions. 
more glorious, they fell to furnifh us with a fpeftacle of joy and 
recreation. May the gods, concludes Tacitus, perpetuate amongft 
thefe nations, if not love for us, yet by all means hatred to- 
wards each other, fince they cannot more fignally befriend us, 
than by fowing divifions amongft our foes 1 ! The Bruclerians 9 
who were thus expulfed, and, as Tacitus writes, utterly extir- 
pated, are thought to have inhabited the country about Rees and 
Emmerick in the dutchy of Cleves m . However, the BruSlerians 
were not utterly exterminated, as Tacitus feems to fuppofe ; 
but being driven with great flaughter from their antient habita- 
tions, they fettled in the prefent county of NaJJau, where they 
gave the Romans no fmall trouble, as we fhall relate in the fe- 
quel of this hiftory. Pliny tells us, that Trajan caufed a ftatue 
to be erected to vejiricius Spurinna for having conftrained the 
BruEterianSy notwithstanding their fiercenefs and arrogance, to 
receive their king", whom, it feems, they had driven out. 
But this muft have happened before the battle and defeat men- 
tioned by Tacitus. 

The next confuls were Aulus Cornelius Pahna and Cuius 
Sofius Senccio, to whom Plutarch inferibed fevcral of the lives 
he wrote, and fome of his moral works. The frnatc had of- 
fered the confulate to Trajan ; but he declining it, tho' all the 
emperors, ever fincc the "time of Claudius, had aflumed that 
dimity the year after their acceffion 'to the empire, Pahna and 
^wma, his two chief favourites, were appointed in his room 0 . 
This year Trajan left Germany and fet out for Rome : his march Trajan 
proved no-ways burdenfome to the provinces through which he f cts out for 
paned, no man being injured either in his pcrfon or fortune, Rome. 

k Idem ibid. > Tacit, de Ger. c. n1 Buch. Belg. 1. 
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by the emperor or his numerous attendance. He caufed the 
cxpences of his march, and that of Domitian when he went 
into Gaul, to be computed and inferted in the public regifters, 
that his fticcefTors might thence learn how to conduct themfelves 
H^m re- on the like occafion p . He entered Ro?nc on foot, and was 
tei-ved there received by pcrfons of all ranks with the greateft demon- 
there. ftrations of joy imaginable, the people of Rome promifing them- 
felves complete happinefs under fo good and fo great a prince. 
He tenderly embraced his old friends, who came to meet him, 
and would not be treated by them as their fovercign, but as a 
friend, afiuring them, that fuch they mould find him on all 
occafions. He went ftrait to the capitol, attended by the fe- 
Sh wife nace and the whole city, and thence to the palace *. His wife 
Pompeia p c ?npeia Plotina^ who accompanied him, turning to the peo- 
Ploiina. pie as (he mounted the (reps of the palace, / hope, faid fhe, ta 

come cut the fame as I go in : and truly, during the whole time 
of her hufband's reign, her conduct was without reproach; 
nay, fhe acquainted the emperor with feveral diforders, occa- 
fioned by his too great indulgence ; and by that means put a 
flop to them r . She is mightily cried up by Pliny, on account 
of her modeft behaviour and extraordinary kindnefs to the em- 
peror's fitter s , by name Mar ci ana, as appears from feveral an- 
tient inferiptions The fenate offered to both the title of An- 
gufta* which they declined', fo long as Trajan refufed that of 
the father of his country, which he feems to have accepted to- 
wards the end of this year, the fecond of his reign. Plot ins 
proved always very favourable to Adrian; for, by her means 
and at her recommendation, he was adopted by Trajan u . Jn 
an infeription of the year 116, which was the nineteenth of 
Trajan's reign, Mar ci ana is ityled goddefs ; whence it is evi- 
dent, that flic was then dead w . From her the metropolis of 
Lower Mccfia took the name of Mareianopolis. She had a 
daughter, named Matidies, mother to another Matidies, and 
to Julia Sabina, the wife of the emperor Adrian. Pliny ob- 
lerves, that SUius Italicus, who had withdrawn into Campania, 
did not quit his retirement to come to Ro?nc y and congratulate 
the emperor upon his arrival ; which, fays that writer, greatly 
redounded to the priory of both, of Trajan for granting him 
7he iithef that liberty, of Stilus for daring to demand it *. The fenate 
Optimus decreed the emperor foon after his arrival the title of Opttmus, 
dtcrctd to winch he willingly accepted, and feemed to value above all thole 
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which were afterwards conferred upon him on account of his 
victories y . However, we do not find it in any infcription 
amongft his other tides, till the year no, the thirteenth of his 
reign *. This year he paid part of the donative, which he had 
promifed according to cuftom, to the foldiery, and made large 
d iftri buttons both of money and corn amongft the Ro?nan people, 
extending his generofity to fuch as were abfent, and even to 
children, who had been hitherto excluded from any fhare in 
fuch largefTes till eleven years old a . By means of thefe largef- His lar- 
ks, which he frequently renewed, he is (aid to have fupported gejfes* 
near two million of fouls b . He did not confine the effects of 
his good-nature to Rome alone, hut appointed very confiderable 
fums to be paid yearly out of the exchequer for the maintenance 
of children, whom their indigent parents could not without 
great difficulty bring up and fupport. To this unbounded gene- 
rofity allude, no doubt, feveral medals, ftruck this or the follow- 
ing year, which reprefent Trajan diftributing corn to children 
with the following legend, He ?iouriJbes Italy c . He took great 
care that Rome fhould be fupplied with plenty of provifions, efpe- 
cially corn, which during the whole time of his reign, was fold 
at a very low rate : he exhibited feveral fhows and a combat of 
gladiators, to fatisfy the populace, fond of fuch diverfions 5 but 
drove out of Rome the players, who had been banimed by Do- 
mitian 9 but at the requefr. of the people, recalled by Nerua. 
He publifhed feveral laws againft informers, and confined to the J s anenr- 
ifland, fuch of that tribe as had beenfpared by Nerva*, utterly my to in- 
abolilhing the fo much hated law of majefty. He repaired, at* formers. 
vaft charge, feveral old buildings, and mlarged the circus ; but 
woufd notfuffer the people to return him thanks for his public His mo- 
works ; nay, he ifTued an edicl:, forbidding his name to be men- defy. 
tioned either in the circus or the theatre, which, till then, had 
refounded, fays Pliny, with the praifes of wicked princes *. All 
thefe things are related by Pliny, as happening in the fecond 
year of Trajan's reign, before the time appointed for the ele&- 
ing of confuls. The people had, it feems, recovered their an- 
ticnt privilege of creating magiftrates j for Trajan, whom 
the fenate had prefTed to accept a third confulfhip, appeared 
amongft the other candidates, begging like a private citizen 
the fuffrages of the tribes J . He chofe for his colleguc 
Pronto, according to fomc \ Frontinus 7 according to others ; 
tor both M. Julius Pronto and Sextus Julius Frontinus* 

^ y Dio. p. 781. * Vide Fabretti de column. Trajan, c. 9. 
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who wrote a treatife on aqueducts, lived at this time. In the 
fame affembly, Pliny and Tertullus Cor nut us were appointed to 
fucceed Trajan and Fronto or Frontinus, and others to fucceed 
them ; for at this time few confuls held that dignity above three 
months. In the beginning of the year, Trajan had no fooner 
tirL 7' a ^ ,mec * tne tnan ne afcended the roftra, and, in the 

i n oath P re ^ ence °^ tne People, bound himfelf by a folemn oath to 
tool few e OD ^ erve tne laws, declaring, that what was forbidden to private 
all the citizens was equally forbidden to good princes, who, as they 
laws . are not above the laws, are no left bound than the meaneft of 

the populace to conform to them : hence to the public vows, 
which were in the beginning of each year offered for the health 
and profperity of the emperor, he added thefe conditions ; If 
be obferves the laws ; if be governs the republic as he ought ; 
if he procures the bappinefs of his people c . Before Trajan re- 
Ivlarius ftgned the fafces, the caufe of Marius Prifcus, accufed, by a 
Prifcus c j tv Q f jqf rtca aru i D y feveral particular perfons, of extortion 
tne an * during his proconfulate, was heard by the emperor and fenate. 
condemned. pUny ^ Tacitus the hiftorian pleaded for the Africans 5 and 

the trial laired three days, the emperor hearkening the whole 
time with great attention to the reafons alledged on both fidesj 
without ever betraying the leaft biaft to either. In the end, 
Prifcus was degraded from the rank of fenator, and banifhed 
Italy: at the fame time, Hojl Hi us Fir minus, his lieutenant and 
accomplice, was declared incapable of holding any employment 
in the empire f . This is, no doubt, the Marius*, who, in 
fpite of the angry gods, enjoyed, as we read in fuvcnal g , even 
in exile, the immenfe wealth which he had accumulated by the 
moft wicked means ; while Africa bewailed, without redrefs, 
the lofles it had fuftained by his avarice : hence the poet calls his 
The trial condemnation an empty judgment. The condemnation of Ma- 
c/Clafli- r i us Prifcus was followed by that of ClaJJicus, proconful of 
cus * Bcetica, or rather of his accomplices ; for Clajficus, finding 

himfelf accufed of extortion by the whole province, laid violent 
hands on himfelf before the time appointed for his trial. How- 
ever, the province purfued their action againft his accomplices* 
who had fhared in his rapines, and they were, by means of 
Pliny, who pleaded in behalf of the province, all condemned. 
The eftate, which Clajficus poflifTcd before he was fen t into 
Spain, was adjudged to his daughter ; but the reft was diftri- 
buted amongft thofe whom he had plundered during his adrm- 
niftration : Babius Probus and Fabitts Hifpanus^ the minifters 
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of his rapines, were banifhed for five years, though they al- 
ledged in their defence, that they were obliged blindly to obey 
the^orders of the proconful. Stillonius Prifcus, who had com- 
manded a cohort under Clajficus, was banifhed Italy for two 
years : the daughter of Clajficus was likewife accufed by the 
province ; but Pliny, judging her innocent, declined pleading 
againft her ; whence the profecution was dropped h . Norba- 
nus Licinianus, who had been lieutenant to Clajficus, but his 
declared enemy, was at the fame time condemned for other 
crimes, not mentioned by hiftorians, and confined to one of 
the iflands in the Archipelago *. 

For what we have hitherto related of Trajan's adminiftration, 
we are chiefly indebted to Pliny, from whofe panegyric on that 
prince we have copied it. Pliny pronounced his fpeech in the Pliny p r o- 
fenate, when he entered upon his confulfhip, having compofed ?wunces his 
it before at the requeft of the fenators. After he had delivered pantgyrh 
it in full fenate, he added, as he himfelf informs us, many in the fc- 
rhings to it, that it might ferve as a model for other princes. naU ~ 
Before he publifhed it, he rehearfed it before fome of his friends, 
who for three days together heard him with great attention j 
which he afcribes, not to the elegance or beauties of his per- 
formance, but to their being perfuaded, that the praifes which 
lie beftowed on Trajan, were a fincere encomium on that prince, 
and altogether free from flattery. Pliny himfelf afliires us, that 
fuch paflages in his difcourfe, as were the leaft ftudied, pleafed 
moft ; which gave him no fmall fatisfadtion : for thence he be- 
gan to entertain hopes of feeing the true tafte revive, and the 
mafculine eloquence of the antients again admired. He fent his 
difcourfe, which he ftyles a book, to one of his friends, begg- 
ing him to mark what he difliked in it, that he might by that 
means be fure he approved of the rcft k . About this time, L are j us 
Largius Maccdo, who, for his extraordinary parts, had been jvlacedo 
raifed from a very mean condition (for he was the fon of a freed- 7nnrdcrei 
man) to the praetorian dignity, was inhumanly murdered by his by his 
Haves, whom, forgetful of his origin, he treated with the ut- flaws. 
moft feverity. They fell upon him while he was bathing at 
one of his count ry-houfes, and left him for dead ; but he after- 
wards returned to himfelf, and lived a few days, during which 
he had the fat is faction of feeing all thofe crucified, who had been 
any- ways concerned in the attempt 1 . Towards the end of this . 
yrar, Julia Sabina, granddaughter to Marciana the emperor's Adr,an 
lifter, was married to Adrian, the fon of Mlius Adrian rffer, 'i^j^'sa- 
coulin toTrajan. This match, which in the end proved un- bina.*" 

k Pl in. 1. iii. epift. 4, & 9. 1 Idem, 1. iii. epift q. k Idem, 
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happy to both, was concluded by theemprefs Plotina* who had 
a particular kindnefs for Adrian, the emperor himfelf rather 
confenting to it, than approving it m . 

The following year, Trajan, at the earneft requeit of the 
fenate, entered upon his fourth confulfhip, having for his col- 
legue, according to fome n , Sextus Articulcius Partus* accord- 
ing to others °, P. Orfitus. The fame year, Babius Macer* 
Capio Hifpo, Valerius Paulinus, and Cams Cheilitis Strabo, 
were honoured with the confular dignity p. Adrian was this 
year quseftor, and charged with the care of the regifters of the 
fenate * which employment he foon refigned, to attend the 
emperor in the war he undertook againft the Dacians. Dece- 
TrajanV fafa^ fcj n g c f tne Dacians, obliged Do?nitian, as we have re- 
firft war Jatcd in the f orego ; ng chapter, to purchafe a peace with a large 

nlrl * fum 5 which he engaged to pay yearly to Decebalus. To this 
^ . tribute Trajan would not fubmit, alledging, that he had not 
been conquered by Decebalus. Befides, the Dacians grew daily 
more formidable, and their king maintained a good undcrftand- 
ing with Pacorus king of the Parthians, whom Decebalus had 
prefented with one Callidromus, who had been made prifoner 
in Mcefia by Suzagues, one of his lieutenants, during the war 
with Domitian. The good underftanding between thefe two 
powers gave Trajan no fmall jealoufy- Whereupon the Da- 
cians having palTed the Danube, and committed fome hoftilities 
in the Roman territories, he was glad of that pretence to make 
war upon them, and humble an enemy, whofe power he began 
to fear; Having therefore drawn together a mighty army, he 
marched with incredible expedition to the banks of the Danube* 
paflcd that river without oppofitibn, Decebalus not being ap- 
prifed of his arrival, and entered Dacia, committing every- 
where dreadful devaluations. Decebalus, however, was not m 
the lcaft difrnayed; he armed all the youth of the country, and 
boldly advanced to meet the Ro?nans, pitching his camp at a 
fmall diflance from their intrench men ts. Trajan immediately 
drew out his men, in order to offer the enemy battle- As he 
advanced to the place where they lay, a large mufhroorn was 
found, and brought to him, with the following woids in Latin 
cut upon it , Tour allies* efpecially the Burrhi, advife you to 
conclude a peace with the Dacians, and to retire. Trajan* de- 
fpifing that advice, continued advancing in order of battle, till 
he discovered Dcccbafos-rt the head of a powerful army, coming 
full march to meet him. He then halted to encourage his men, 
which he diJ in a few words, and then ordered the trumpets to 
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found the charge- All we know of this aftion is, that great The Daci- 
numbers of the enemy fell, and that the Romans gained the ans defeat- 
victory; which, however, coft thern dear, the wounded on their 
fide being fo numerous, that they wanted linen to bind up their 
wounds ; whereupon Trajan tore his own robes to fupply that Trajan V 
want. Such as fell in the battle he caufed to be interred with humanity 
great folemnity, and ordered an altar to be built on the fpot, *° t , , 
2nd facrifices to be yearly offered in honour of the deceafed r . WWi 6 - 
Trajan, purfuing the advantage of his victory, followed the 
enemy clofe ; and, without giving them time to levy new 
forces, harraffed them without intermiflion to fuch a degree, 
that Decebalus, reduced almoft to defpair, fent fome of the 
chief lords of nis court with propofals of peace. Trajan ap- 
pointed Licinius Sura and Claudius Libianus, captain of the 
praetorian guards, to treat with them 5 but the deputies not 
agreeing, Trajan continued his ravages, advancing from one 
hill to another, not without great danger^ till he arrived in the 
neighbourhood of X ar mi foge thuja, the metropolis of Dacia m 
On the other fide, Maxitnus, one of the Roman generals, made 
himfelf matter of feveral ftrong-holds in one of which he took 
the fitter of Decebalus prifoner, and recovered a Roman ftandard, 
which had been loft when Fufcus was defeated and killed in the 
reign of Domitian. At length Decebalus, no longer able to Decebalus 
withftand the Romans, and dreading the deftru£tion of his capi- king of the 
tal, which would be attended with the lofs of his whole king- Dacians 
dom, difpatched anew embaffadors to Trajan, offering to accept J^sfor 
fuch conditions as he mould think fit to impofe. Accordingly P eacc * 
Trajan granted him a peace upon the following terms : 1 . That Which is 
he fhould furrender the territories which he had unjuftly taken granted 
from the neighbouring nations. 2. That he mould deliver up him upon 
his arms, his warlike engines, and the artificers who made bardtermsl 
them, vhh all the Roman deferters. 3. That, for the future, 
he mould entertain no deferters, nor take into his fervice the na- 
tives of any country fubjecl: to Rome. 4. That he fhould dis- 
mantle all his fortreffes, catties, and ftrong-holds. And, laftly, 
1 hat he mould have the fame friends and foes with the people 
of Rome. With thefe articles Decebalus complied, tho' much 
againft his will ; and, having fworn to obferve them, he was in- 
troduced to Trajan, before whom he threw himfelf on the 
ground, acknowledging himfelf his vaflah Trajan commanded 
nun to fend deputies to the fenatc for the ratification of the 
peace ; which he did accordingly. The war being thus ended, 
Irttjan, having placed garifuna in mod: of the cities of Dacia, 
returned to Rome-, which he entered in triumph, either in the 

r Dio I. Ixviii. p 771— 774, 
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end of this, or the beginning of the following year, and took 
the furname of Dacieus, being the firft Roman who had ever 
triumphed over that nation s . His triumph was followed by a 
combat of gladiators and the diverfions of the ftage, in which' 
one Pylades gained the applaufe of the people, and the empe- 
ror's favour. Trajan had but two years before driven all the 
players out of Rome ; but, as he took great pleafure in fuch 
entertainments, he recalled them on this occafion, though 
he did not abandon himfelf to thefe amufements in fuch manner 
as to negleft the difpatch of bufinefs ; for he difcharged with 
great care and application all the duties of a prince, was ardu- 
ous in the adminiftration of juftice, and aflifted in perfon at all 
the caufes of any importance, that were pleaded either in the 
fenate or the forum c . This year Julius Bafus, who had been 
accufed under Trajan, and, after a long trial, declared inno- 
cent, was again accufed of extortion by the Btthynians ; for he 
had been by Nerva appointed proconful of Btthynta. Pliny, 
who pleaded in his behalf, owns, that he failed rather through 
imprudence than avarice, in accepting fome prefents, which 
was, by fome late laws, forbidden to all governors of provinces, 
tinder fevere penalties. However, Pliny prevailed upon the fe- 
nate, inclined to condemn him as guilty of extortion, to be 
fatisfied with obliging him to reftore the value of the prefents to 
thofe, of whom he had imprudently accepted them u - 

The following year, one Suranus, of whom we find no 
farther mention in hiftory, and L. Licinius Sura, or, as 
fome ftyle him, Suras, were chofen confuls. Sura was Tra- 
jan's chief favourite, and had employed all his intereft with 
Nerva in his behalf ; whence to him chiefly, after Nerve, 
Trajan acknowledged himfelf indebted for his adoption and 
preferment w . He was, as Gruter conjeaures from feveral an- 
tient inferiptions *, a native of Spain, born either in Tarragon 
or Barcelona, extremely rich, and thence envied by manj 
even of Trajan's, friends, who by falfe infinuations, ft rove to 
eftrange the prince's mind from him, as if he harboured 
evil defigns. But Trajan, who repofed an intire confidence 
in him, inftead of hearkening to his enemies, went one night 
to fup with him, without being invited ; and, difmifling hw 
Guards, ordered Sura's Surgeon to apply a remedy to his 
eyes; trufting himfelf to his barber, who fhaved him; then 
bathed, and fupped with Sura, without ever betraying tne 
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leaft diffidence or fear. The next morning, he told thofe about 
him, who were always fuggefting fomething againft Sura 9 If 
he entertained any evil defigns againft me, he would have put 
them in execution laft night r. Sura was frill alive in the vear 
109, the twelfth of Trajan 7 s reign, when Adrian^ whom he 
had always favoured, was conful ; but died foon after, having 
aftured Adrian before he died, that Trajan would, in the end 
adopt him z . Trajan caufed his funerals to be performed with 
the utmoft magnificence, erected a ftatue to him, and called cer- 
tain fplendid baths, which he built, after his name. This year 
Trajan* at the requeft of the fenate, and at the motion of Ni- 
grinus* tribune of the people, publifhed an edict, fubje£ting Pleaders 
fuch pleaders as received fees from their clients, to the penalties forbidden 
of the law againft extortion; and Licinius Nepos* praetor, upon t0 receive 
his taking pofleflion of that office, procured a decree from the-^**** 
fenate, commanding the parties, before their caufe began to be 
tried, to fwear, that they had neither given nor promifed any 
fce, prefent, or reward, to thofe who were to plead in their be- 
half. Pliny takes notice of this law, and declares, that he was 
pleafed to fee that forbidden to others, which he had never prac- 
tifed himfelf a . Towards the end of the year, Trajan aflumed 
twice the title of emperor b , for victories which were gained 
by fome of his lieutenants (for he himfelf continued the whole 
year at Ro?tic)* but are not mentioned by any hiftorian. 

The next confuls were Trajan* the fifth time, and Lucius 
Appius Max! mm* who had fignalized himfelf in the Dacian 
war. This year Trajan began, and finifhed two years after, a The port of 
magnificent and convenient harbour at Qentumcell-r, now Ci- Centu m - 
vi ta lecchia* which he called after his own name, The harbour celiac. 
°f Trajan c . Ic is mentioned by Ptolemy* and defcribed by 
Ruttlius in his poem Pliny was this year fent to govern Pon- Plj nv aft 
tus and Bithynia* not in quality of proconful, as others had pointed 
been, but of lieutenant and propraetor, with confular authority; governor 
tnat is, he was not appointed governor of that province by the of Pontus 
knate, but by the emperor, tho' the province of Pontus and WBithy- 
tSitbynia belonged to the fenate. As there were many abufes ni *« 
m that province to reform, the emperor fent Pliny thither with 
an extraordinary authority as his lieutenant; but afterwards al- 
lowed the fenate to appoint the governors as-formerly, Adrian 
being the firft who tonic the province of Pontus and Bithynia 
from the fenate, and gave them Pamphilia in the room of it c . 

™wv D,n,ibId /R 77 ?' 7 Spar t. in Adrian. »Pltk.1 v 
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Pliny was particularly commiffioned to examine the revenues 
and expences of the cities within his jurifdidtion, and to retrench 
all unneceflary charges f * but the emperor would not impowcr 
him to recall fuch as had been banifhed by other governors 
nor even thofe whom he himfelf mould think fit to banifh \ 
t Pliny wrote an account of his journey to the emperor, whence 
it appears, that he arrived in Bithynia on the feventeenth of Sep- 
tember* and Servilius Pudens his lieutenant on the twenty-fourth 
of November 

The following year, Z. Licinius Sura and M. Marcelks 
being confuls, Sauromates* king of Bofporus* fent afolemnem- 
bafly to Trajan, and entered into an alliance with him and the 
Decebalus R oma n people k . Soon after, Decebalus king of the Dacians, 
^violates not to jj ve m rubje<£tion and fervitude (for fo he called the 

*ftJbe' C ' P eace wnicn Trajan had granted him), began, contrary to the 
^ * late treaty, to raife men, provide arms, entertain deferters, 

fortify his caftles, and invite the neighbouring nations to join 
him againft the Romans as a common enemy. The Scythians 
hearkened to his folicitations ; but the Iaxyges refufing to bear 
arms againft Rome* he invaded their country, and feized that 
part of it which bordered on the Danube. Hereupon Decebalus 
was by the fenate declared an enemy 5 and Trajan^ not caring 
to commit the management of the war to another, marched 
againft him in perfon. Decebalus* not finding himfelf in a con- 
dition to withftand him by open force, had recourfe to deceit 
and treachery, fending aftafllns, under the name of deferters, 
to murder him; but one of thefe, being apprehended upon fuf- 
picion and put to the torture, difcovered the whole plot, and 
named his accomplices', who were immediately feized and ex- 
ecuted. Decebalus* failing in this attempt, invited Longhnu, 
one of Trajan s favourites and chief commanders, to a confer- 
ence, as if he dcfigned to put an end to the war, by fubmitting 
to the articles of the former treaty, with fomc final I alteration. 
Longinus, not fufpecling any treachery, complied with the in- 
vitation. But Decebalus immediately feized him ; and after hav- 
ing attempted in vain to make him difcover the dcfigns of the 
emperor, he wrote to Trajan* offering to fct Longinus at li- 
berty, upon condition that he would grant him an honourable 
peace, rcftore the country bordering on the Danube* and de- 
fray all the charges of the war; adding, that if thefe conditions 
were not complied with, he would inftantly put Longinus to 
death. Trajan returned him a judicious anfwer, neither feem- 



His trea- 
sury. 



r Pl.in 1. x. cpift . If), 
ibid cpilt. t;7. 1 Idem 
1. x. epiil. CS, (To, 73, 74. 



B Idem ibid, cpifh 44 
ibid, cp iit. 17, iS, z6 t 34. 



h Tdem 
k Idem. 



in 



Chap. 20; The Roman Hjftmnjl 4&7 

inc to. undervalue the life of his favourite, nor yet make fuch 
account of it, as to purchafe it at too high a rate. But while 
Decebalus was deliberating with himfelf, and in fufpence about 
the meafures he Ihould purfue, Longinus, by a dofe of poifon, 
which was privately conveyed to him by a freedman, put an 
end to his life. Decebalus immediately difpatched to Trajan a 
centurion taken with Longinus, offering him the body of the 
deceafed general, with ten captives, provided he would deliver 
up the freedman, whom Longinus had fent, before he took the 
poifon, to the emperor, under colour of negotiating a treaty : 
but Trajan would neither hearken to the propofal, nor even fuf- m 
fer the centurion to return. In the mean time, Trajan, that Trajan 
his troops mis;ht with more eafe pafs the Danube, built a bridge b J"f* a 
over that fpacious river, which, by the antients, is ftyled the Q ^J^ 
moft magnificent and wonderful of all his works, and the moft j) anu t> e- 
ftately fabric of that nature in the univerfe. It was all of 
fquare ftone, and contained twenty arches, each of them one 
hundred and fifty feet above the foundation, and fixty feet in 
breadth, all diftant from each other one hundred and feventy 
feet. It was built where the river was narroweft, and confe- 
quently where the ftream was ftrongeft and moft rapid ; which 
renders the fabric ftill more ftupendous and amazing, on account 
of the almoft unfurmoun table difficulties they muft have met 
with in laying fo large a foundation K The architect employed 
on this • occafion was one Jpollodorus of Damafcus, who, it 
feems, left a defcription of this great work m . Trajan ordered 
two caftles to be built to guard the bridge, one on the Roman, 
the other on the Dacian fide, of the river. Pliny mentions this 
bridge in the fliort account he gives us of the Dacian war n ; 
and feveral medals reprefenting it have reached our times °. 
It A was built in the Upper Mcefea, which, in the time of /lurclian, 
began to be called Dacia p. We are told, that fome remains 
ot it are ft ill to be feen near Zeverin in Lotver Hungary ^. 
Trajan built it, that the Roman forces might with cafe and rca- 
dincfs pafs the Danube, and fall upon the barbarians in their own 
country j but Adrian, fearing the barbarians might make ufc of 
it to invade the Ro?nan territories, broke down the arches, but 
the piers were ftill (landing in Dion Cajfius's time ; that is, one 
hundred and twenty years after, tho' they ferved then only to 
fhew, fhjfs that writer, the utmoft extent of human power r . 
When they were by time intirely demolifhcd, the river was fo 

# 1 Dio. I. Ixviii. p. 776. m Procop. dc redificiis Juftin. ?. 
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choaked with the ruins, that it was not navigable till turned into 
another chanel s . This ftupendous fabric was begun and ended 
this fummcr; but Trajan> not thinking it advifeable to enter 
Dacia upon the approach of winter, contented himfelf with 
making the neceiTary preparations for vi^oroufly attacking the 
enemy early in the fpring. 

In the mean time, the following confuls were chofen at 
Rome 9 Tiberius Julius Candidas and Aulas Julius £%uadratus y 
both the fecond time. This year, the eighth of Trajan's reign, 
a dreadful earthquake overturned in AJia the cities of Elea, 
Afyrine, Pitamc^ and Cumte ; and in Greece the cities of Opus 
and Qritx c . Adrian difcharged for fome time the office of tri- 
bune of the people, and then went to attend Trajan in the war 
Trajan againft the Dac ians. The emperor, early in the fpring, paffed 
marches t j, e D anuoe on tne bridge he had built, and entering the ene- 
«&i»jttbt my > s country5 p ur f U edthe war with more prudence than expe- 
dition, not caring to expofe his men to unneceflary dangers \ 
He often incamped, fays Pliny w , on fleep and barren moun- 
tains; was obliged to divert rivers into new chanels, and to at- 
tempt and perform things, which, were they not well attefted, 
Expofes would feem altogether fabulous. He gave many fignal inftances 
himfelf to 0 f n i s perfonal courage, and the foldiers, animated by his ex» 
great ample, chearfully underwent all the hardfliips of a laborious 
angers. war f are x # Among the reft, one of his horfemen being wounded 

in an engagement, and carried to the camp to have his wound 
dreffed, when he there underftood, that his life was defpaircd 
of and the wound incurable, he returned to the combat before 
his fpirits failed him, performed great feats, and expired fight- 
ing with incredible bravery y . Several inferiptions are ftill to 
be met with, mentioning perfons whom Trajan rewarded on 
account of their gallant conduct in the war with the Da c ians 2 . 
In this war Adrian commanded a legion, and, in the many 
battles that were fought, diftinguifhed himfelf in a very eminent 
manner ; whence the emperor, highly pleafed with his gallant 
behaviour, prefented him with the diamond which Nerva had 
font him, as we have related above, when he adopted and 
named him his fucceflbr. This prcfent Adrian looked upon as 
a pledge of his future adoption a . Some inferiptions have reached 
our times, in which Dacia is faid to have been added to the em- 

^^^^ * 

pi re by the courage and valour of Adrian b . At length Trojan 
made himfelf mailer of the capital of Dacia> and almoft of the 
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whole country ; infomucb, that Decebalus, feeing himfelf ftrip- Makes 
ped of his dominions, and dreading to fall into the hands of the himjelf 
conqueror, chofe rather to put an end to his life, than to live fnafter of 
in fubje£tion, or acknowledge himfeif overcome. His head was tb '£*P** a * 
immediately brought to Trajan, and by him fent to Rome. ^^J™ 1 ^ 
He had concealed his treafures in a deep pit, which he caufed to rc J^ ce J S ta 
be dug in the bed of the river Sargetia, now lftrig, having for a R on]an 
that purpofe turned the ftream into another chanel, and after- province. 
wards brought it to its former courfe. As for his rich moveables, 
he fecured them in deep caves, which he caufed to be dug by 
captives, whom he immediately after put to death, that they 
might not difcover the fecret ; but Bacilis, one of his chief fa- 
vourites and confidents, being taken in this war, difcovered the 
whole to Trajan, who feized both the treafure and precious 
moveables of the deceafed prince c . We are told, that not- 
withftanding this difcovery, great riches were found in thofe 
places many ages after, which had efcaped Trajan d . The fa- 
mous column of Trajan, of which we fliall fpeak anon, is 
thought to have heen raifed for a lafting monument of the vic- 
tories, gained by that prince over the Dacians and their king \ 
at leaft many of the remarkable events of this war are exprefled, 
as Ciacconius and Fabretti inform us, in the baflb- relievo of that 
pillar e . Dacia being thus intirely fubdued, Trajan reduced it 
to a Roman province, which was, according to Eutropius f , a 
thoufand miles in compafs. The Romans held it, as Fcjius Ru- 
fus informs us s, to the reign of the emperor Gallienus ; during 
which time it was governed by a Roman magiftrate, with the 
title of propraetor, as appears from fome antient infcriptions h . 
Trajan built feveral caftlcs in the country, and placed garifons 
in them, to keep the inhabitants in awe. He like wife planted Many co- 
a great number of colonies, diftributing lands among the poor Ionics 
citizens of Rome, and of the other towns of Italy, who were planted in 
willing to fettle in Dacia. The Hungarian writers mention fe- Dacia. 
veral cities in their country, which were on this occafion built 
or peopled by the Romans ; but the moft celebrated of all was 
Zarmtfogethufa , which in feveral antient infcriptions, is ftyJed 
Co Ionia Ulpia Trajana Augujla Dacia Sarmiz. It was eftab- 
lifhed by M. Scaurianus propraetor of Dacia, and continued 
fubjc<£l to the Romans at leaft to the death of the emperor Seve* 
w At prcfent it is but a poor village in Tranfylvania, known 
by the name of Gradifch k . In Mcvfia and Thrace feveral 
cities borrowed their name from Trajan 5 for we find the 
city of Trajanopolis in Thrace mentioned by the antients; 
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that of TJlpia in Upper Mcefta, now Serbia ; the cities 
of Plotinipolis, which, no doubt, was fo called from P/c- 
tina Trajarfs wife, znd^AIarcianopolis, the capital of Lower 
Mcefta, which took its name from Marciana, the emperor's 
lifter, and was, according to Jornandes, built by Trajan 
The fame writer adds, that upon the banks of the river later, 
or Iatrus, he founded another city, which he called NicopoJis, 
or the city of vifiory, to perpetuate the memory of his victories 
over the Sarmatians, or rather Dacians ; for Jornandes fre- 
quently confounds' thefe two nations m . This city is by Ainmia- 
nus Marcellhius called fometimes Nicopolis, fometimes VIpia, 
and placed, not on the Iatrus, but on the Nejfus or Nejlus; 
and truly, from feveral inferiptions produced by the learned 
Holftemus n , it appears to have flood near the conflux of the 
Neftus and the Danube. We muft not confound, as fome 
writers have done, Nicopolis in Dacia with another of the fame 
Trajarw name upon mount Hamus in Thrace, Trajan, upon his re- 
fecond tri- turn to Rome, triumphed over the Dacians a fecond time ; 
umph over caufed feveral medals to be coined in memory of his victories, 
the Da- many of which are ftill to be feen ° ; entertained the people 
cians. ynih public banquets; with fhows, in which ten thoufand 

gladiators entered the lifts; with combats of wild bcafts, of 
which above ten thoufand were killed, and all kinds of diver- 
lions, which lafted one hundred and twenty-three days p . Ca- 
nius, at the requeft of Pliny, defcribed this war in verfe q and 
Trajan himfelf is faid to have written an account of it in feveral 
books r . This war broke out in the beginning of the preceding 
year, but was not ended till the latter end of this ; for we are 
told, that he took, for the fifth time, the title of imperaUr, 
about the latter end of the ninth year of his tribunitial power, 
Arabia Fe- which was the eighth of his reign s . The fame year is rcmark- 
tnea /«- able for the intire reduction of Arabia Petrcva by Aulus Come- 
tirely re- Hus Pahna, governor of Syria, after it had been long governed 
duccd. by its own kings l - The inhabitants of Petra and Bojlra rec- 
kon their time from this year, in which their country was firft 
annexed to the Roman empire u . Trajan reduced, together 
with the Dacians , feveral nations in alliance with them ; fo 
that the fame of his conqucfts reaching the moft diftant coun- 
tries, and even India, emh;.ll.ulors were fent from thence to 
congratulate him upon t:ie fuccefs which had attended his 
arms w . 

1 JoKN.de rcb.Goih. c. 16. n Idem ibid. c. iS. n HouT. 

ad Steph. p. 22$. 0 Occo. p- v J^' 0 - ibid. p. 7"/ 

* Plin. 1. viii. cp. 14. r \ ebs. hill, l ac c. 30. 1 * i- c 
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The next confuls were Cerealis and L. Ceionius Convnodus 
YcruS) the father of L. /Eli us Ve?-us* as is commonly fuppo fed, 
who was by Adrian created Cafar x . During their adminiftra- 
tion, the capitoline fports, eftabliftied by Dotnitian, were ex- 
hibited the fixth time, when the prize in poetry was won by a 
child thirteen years old, named Z. Valerius Pudcns y. This 
year T wjan made, at a vaft charge, a road through the Palus 
'Pcntina, or Pontine MarJIns^ whereof the remains are ffill to 
befeen*; and this, no doubt, is the Via Traj ana y or Trajan's 
Highway* mentioned in feveral antient infcriptions produced by 
Oca a and Gruter b . Dion Cajfius adds, that he ordered all the 
dinuniflv'J coin to be melted down, and mentions feveral mag- 
nifir.-nc buildings, with which he embclliflied Rome : but of thefe 
we (hall fpeak hereafter; for "Trajan muft have only begun them 
this year, fincc he left Rome in the month of October , and was- 
ilAntioch in the very beginning of the enfuing year c . However, A con/pi- 
before he fet out for the eaft, a confpiracy was formed againft racy a- 
him by Craffus, and feveral other perfons of the firft quality ; g***p 
but feafonabiy difcovered. The confpirators were tried, not ^ a J a 
by him (for he declined being judge, and at the fame time a "U^de* 
party), but by the fenate, who, it feems, condemned them to r f£* 
banifhment; for, upon the emperor's death, one Crajfus Frugi 
endeavoured to make his efcape from an ifland, to which he is 
faid to have been confined for afpiring at the empire; but was 
killed by one of Adrian's officers, without the emperor's know- 
ledge, as if he had attempted his efcape with a defign to raife 
new difturbances * 5 . The true motive of Trajan's journey into Dejigm to 
the eaft was a defire of glory, as Dion CaJJius informs us e , make 
winch he hoped to reap from a war with the Parthians, who, upon the 
we may fay, rivalled the Romans themfelvcs in power, and had Parthians. 
given them feveral great overthrows. The pretence he alledgcd 
for quarrelling with that nation was, that the king of Armenia* 
by name Exedares, had received his crown at the hands of the 
king of Part hi 'a ; whereas the Roman emperors claimed a right 
of difpofing of that crown ever fmce the reign of Nero* who, 
in the year fixty-fix, the twelfth of his empire, had crowned at 
Rome Tiridates king of Armenia. What happened after that 
tune in Armenia* we find no-where recorded ; we only know, 
x yt Tiridates was flill on the throne in feventy-two, the third 
Mfrfpajian's reign. As for the affairs of the Parthians, Polo- 
&fis 9 brother to Tiridates* was in the year eighty fucccedcd by 

t * Onuph. Id \t. in fa ft. Start, in ^Elii. vit. y On urn. 

m faft. p. 2in. * D10. ibid. a Occo p. 209, * Grot, 
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Artabanes^ and he by Pacorus the friend of Decebaius f , who 
reigned while Pliny governed Bithyma s. Pacorus was father 
to Parthatnafiris* and probaMy t« > Cofrboes, who reigned at this 
time in Parthia h . Aurelius Viclor calls him Cofdroes* and 
D/d7?z CaJJius* Ho/roes. Trajan* who wanted only a pretence 
to make war upon the Partbians* pretended to be highly af- 
fronted at the Parthian king's giving the crown and royal en- 
figns to Exedares* and demanded fatisfactton, threatening him 
with war, if he refufed to comply with his juft demands. Cof 
* , f rhoes defpifed his menaces; whereupon Trajan, who had ai- 

Andftts re , madc the nece {T ary preparations for this expedition, i m - 

euijor tue mediately left Rome and cro ffed over into Greece. When Cof. 

€aJ 9 rhoes found he was in earned, he began to abate of his pride, 

and fent deputies to him with rich prefents, begging that he 
would not, upon fuch flight motives, engage the two empires 
in a bloody and deftruaive war ; at the fame time he acquainted 
him, that Exedares* finding himfelf neither acceptable to the 
Romans nor to the Partbians* had abdicated the crown, and 
befought Trajan to difpofe of it in favour of Parthamafiris. 

Mmhaffa- The embafladors met Trajan at Athens* and there deliveied 

their meflage ; to which the emperor replied, that friendfhip 

kim by the was fl iewn ° by a &ions, and not by words ; that he was going 

ktng aj the ^ ^ ^ he jj^y take fuch r<s folutt01M 3S he 

raitmans. propcr# He then difmifll-d the cmbaffadors, with- 

out deigning to accept any of tfieir prefents s . He then pur- 
fued his journey through AJia Minor* Cilicia* and the other 
A : at provinces, to Seleucia in Syria* and from thence to Anttoch, 
Amioch the capital of that province, which he entered crowned with a 

branch of an olive-tree on a Tlmrfday* which, that year and 
the following, happened, and never more during his reign, to 

be the feventh of January k . 

The following year's confuls were Lucius Licinius Sura 
the third time, and Caius Softus Senccio the fecond, who re- 
figned the fafces to Suranus and Servianus l * in whofe conful- 
£hip Adrian was pnetor, and exhibited magnificent fliows m \ 
for he did not attend Trajan into the caft. When the time of 
Adrian his prrctorfhip expired, he was fent to command the armies m 
€ ommandi Lower Pannonia* where he maintained with great fevertty the 
in Lower military difciplinc, and kept in awe the Sarmatians* whom £«• 
Pannonia. fibius and St. Jerom count among the nations fubdued byjra- 

jan n . Servianus, who was confui with Suranus* is called in fevc- 

* Zona* . in vit. Tit. e Pl in. 1. x. epifl. 8. h Dio. p. 
770. 1 Idem, p. 778. k Ussek. not. in acl. Ignat. p. 3?' 
Lond, ann. 164.7. 1 Idat. chron. Alexand. Onuph. 
*8pari. in Adrian. " Hift*. in chron. 
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ral antient infcriptions Julius ServiliusUrJus Servi anus, the fame, 
no doubt, who married Paulina, fifter to Adrian, and the empe- 
ror's coufin 0 . Pliny wrote fome letters to him as an intimate friend, 
and by his means obtained feveral favours of the emperor p. 
When he fpeaks of him to others, he calls him a perfon of great ac- 
complilhments q . He was governor of Upper Germany in the year 
08, the firft of Trajan 1 s reign, and from thence was fent into 
Pannonia r . Trajan entertained a mighty opinion of his talents, 
and ufed to fay, that among the great men who might afpire 
at the empire, he was the mofr. capable of difcharging that high 
truft with reputation. He was no friend to Adrian, and is fup- 
pofed to have oppofed his adoption; for that prince, a little be- 
fore he died, in the year 138, ordered Servianus, then ninety 
years old, to be put to death, that he might not furvive him, tho* 
he had, during the whole courfeof his reign, treated him in a very 
friendly manner, and preferred him to the firft employments 8 . 
He is often called by the Greek writers Sezre?-ia??us inftead of Ser- 
vians r . But to return to Trajan: he made his entry into Ann- 
ul) on the fevcnth of January, as we have related above. Du- 
ring his ftay in that city, Abgarus, or, as fome call him, Aw Abgarus 
gar us i prince of Edejfa in Mefopotamia, fent him prefents, king of 
and, by his embafladors, declared his fincere defire of living in Edefla, 
friendfhip with him and the people of Rome; but, as he equally aud other 
feared the Ro?nans and Parthians, and was defirous to pleafe P nnc£S 
both, he declined waiting upon him in perfon. The other petty f end ? re - 
princes in that neighbourhood came perfonally to offer their fer- -^'V* 
vice to the emperor of Rome* and brought with them, accord- f J * 
ing to the cuftom of the eaftern countries, rich prefents. One 
among the reft prefented him with a flately courfer, who, as 
he was brought before the emperor, kneeled down, bowed his 
head to the ground, and adored him, as he had been taught 
before-hancT. Trajan received all the princes who came to at- 
tend him, with great demonftrations of kindnefs, accepted 
their prefents, and pretended to repofe an intire confidence in The kin^of 
them. Having made the neceffary preparations for his intended Armenia 
expedition, he left Antioch, bending his march towards Armc- writes to 
wW, when Parthamafiris, who had wrote to him before, and the ewpe- 
Hl his letter ftyled himfelf king of Armenia, fent him a fecond ™>\ 
letter (for Trajan had returned no anfwer to the firft), wherein/'* 5 " f' m 
he omitted the title of king, and defired, thatiW. Junius, go- 
vernor of Cappadocia, might be appointed to treat with him. 
Trajan fent only the fon of Junius, and in the mean time pur- f J££ s ~ 

0 Start, in Adrian, p. 1, 2. 1 Plin. 1. iii. cpiit. 26, 27. 
i ldem. I. viii.cpilt. 23. r Spart. in Adrian, p. \ . 8 Idem 
HJid. & Dio. 1. Ixix. p. 795, « Vide Spart. cum not. Cafaubon. 

fued 



• 



The Roman HJloryl Book Iir; 

fucd his march, making himfelf m after of feveral places, with- 
out meeting wilh the leaft refiftance. At Sata 9 or rather Sa~ 
tala, a city in Armenia Minor, the emperor was met by An- 
qusafus king of the Htviochi, a people of Circafiia, on the 
Euxi*w Pea, and of the Maheloni, of whom we find no further 
mention in hilrory. Trajan received him with all pofliblede- 
monflrations of kindnefs, and made him rich prefents, in order 
to attach him to his intercft. Upon his arrival at Elegia in the 
The king Greater Armenia * Parthamafiris came to wait upon him, and 
c/^Armc- beg of him the crown of Armenia. Trajan received him feated 
nia waits upon a throne or tribunal, and attended by the chief officers of 
tipon him his army. ■ As Parthamafiris approached the throne, he took 
iu per/on. Q ff his crown, and laid it at the emperor's feet, without utter- 
ing a Tingle word, not doubting but he would immediately re- 
turn it to" him. In the mean time, the foldiers, pleafed to fee 
the king of Armenia, tho* fupported by the whole power of the 
Parthian empire, obliged to fubmir, and redgn his crown to 
their general, congratulated him upon it with loud (hours of . 
joy ; which fo terrified Parthamafiris, that he attempted to 
withdraw, and return to his metropolis; but finding himfelf 
furrounded on all fides, hedefired to fpeakto Trajan in private. 
Hereupon he was carried into the emperor's tent; but Ttajan 
not liking his propofals, and rcfufing to comply with them, he 
left the tent in a great paflion, and endeavoured to make his cf- 
cape out of the camp. But Trajan, having ordered him to be 
flopped, and brought back, afcended his tribunal anew, anddc- 
fired the prince to repeat, in the hearing of all, the propofals he 
had made to him in private, and his anfwers, that perfons, who 
were ignorant of what had parted between them, might not 
give faife accounts of it, and mifreprefent it to the world. 
Upon this Parthamafiris* no longer able to contain himfelf, told 
Trajan, that he had neither been conquered, nor taken prifoner; 
that he came thither voluntarily, believing no injury would have 
been offered him, and that he mould receive his kingdom of 
Trajan Trajan, as Tiridates. had done of Nero. Trajan replied, that 
refujahim Armenia belonged to the Romans, and that it (hould receive a 
the crown Roman governor, and be no longer a kingdom ; that as for 
of Armc- Parthamafiris, he gave him liberty to retire whither be pleafed. 
i : ua . Accordingly he difmifled him, and the Parthians who came 

with him, and appointed them a guard, that they might not be 
intuited by thcfoldiery, or raife difturbances ; the Armenians^ 
detained, as fubjecTs of the Roman empire, and ordered them to 
return to their re fpe&ivc dwellings. Parthamafiris endeavour- 
ed to maintain himfelf in his kingdom by force of arms ; but 

loll his life in the attempt, fo that Trajan made himfelf matter 

of 
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of Armenia , which he reduced to a Ro?nan province". As to Armenia 
the other particulars of this war, we find them no- where re- reduced to 
corded. Upon the reduction of Armenia, feveral princes fub- a Ro , inan 
mitted of their own accord to Trajan, amongft whom are men- P^ 0fuinc£ - 
tioned the kings of Iberia* Sarmatia, Bojporus, and Colchis w . £™™fcL 
He named a king to rule over the Albanians, and appointed one ™§*A U **' 



mit to 
an- 



W *" & L 

Julianas prince of the ApfiUs* whole country bordered on the 
Euxine fca, having for its metropolis the city of Di of cur is* 
afterwards called Sebajiopolis. Jrrian, who wrote under Adrian* 
(peaks of a camp in the neighbourhood of this city, which he 
calls the boundary of the Roman empire x . The Romans had, 
before Trajan's time, a garifon in Melitene or Melitine, a cattle 
of Leffir Armenia, which Trajan made a city, and appointed to 
be the metropolis of the whole country ; whence in procefs of 
time it became one of the moft populous and wealthy cities in 
the eaft y . The emperor, having left garifons in all the ftrong- 
holds of Armenia* advanced to the city of Edeffa in Mefopota- 
mia, where he was received in a very friendly manner by Abgarus ^!! ff f rs 
king of that diftriA. Abgarus had before fent him feveral prefents ; Mef ,°P c> " 
but put off., under various pretences, waiting upon him in perfon. tanila * 
However, Trajan, by the mediation of ASgarus's fon, bv 
name Arbandes, a very comely youth, received his excufes, and 
admitted him to his friendfhip. Abgarus made a great enter- 
tainment for the emperor and the chief officers of his army, at 
which Arbandes, who was perhaps too much beloved by Tra- 
jan, diverted him with dancing after the manner of his country'-. 
Manes, the chief of one of the Arabian nations, Sporaces, prince 
of Anthemufia, a province of Mefopotamia, Mebarfapcs, king of 
Adiabene* and Manifares* kinsoffome diftri£t in that neiphbour- 
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mean time, delayed meeting him, lb that the emperor began ro 
diftruft them, efpecially after the treachery of Mcbarjapes, who 
having demanded and obtained a body of troops to protect his do- " e lrna " 
minions, as he pretended, againfl: the Parthians, put moft of 7°, z f 
them to the fword, and kept the reft in captivity. Amongft the Adiibcne 
latter was a centurion, named Sentius, who, as Trajan, highly 1 L * 
provoked at this treachery, approached a place of great ftrength, 
called Ademyftres, where he was kept, found means to break his 
chains, and, with the afliftance of his fellow- captives, killed the 
governor of the fort, and opened the gates to the Romans \ Tra- 
jan, now mailer of fo ftrong and important a place, advanced 

u Dio. 1. lxviii. p. 77Q Akrian. in pcrip. pom F.:j.vin. p. r. 
Jf*Rop. in vit. Trajan. w F.utrop. ibid. * Arhian. 

,£>,ci - y Procop. de a-dific. Jutlin. i. iii c. 4. * Dio ibij. 
P« r^o. * Idem. p. 7*1. 
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boldly into Mefopotamia* and reduced great part of it by the bare 
Trajan fame of his name. As the greateft part of Adiabcne lay beyond the 
builds a Tigris* Trajan built a bridge over that river, which is reprefented 
bridge on f ever al medals that have reached our times 1 . The cities of A7- 
wer the r lbe m&Batue made a vigorous defence * but in the end were obliged 
, Ti 2 ns - to yield. If the city of Nifihe belonged, as Jofephus writes, to the 

king of Adiabene* it was at this time* as is manifefr. from Dion 
Cajfius m , in the hands of the Parthianu As for Cofrboes* we 
know not what meafures he took, or what attempts he made to 
flop the progrefs of T rajans conquefts- In Dion Qajfius we 
read, that Manifares offered to yield to the Romans for ever all 
Armenia* and that part of Mefopotamia which they had already 
conquered. Whence we conje&ure, that the name of Mani- 
fares has crept into the text inftead of Cofrboes* who alone could 
make fuch an offer, and between whom and Trajan a treaty 
'A treaty wa s, it feems, concluded, Rnce Juretius Vi&or writes, that the 
between ern p e ror obliged him to deliver hoftages. What treaty this 
Trajan was> Qr on what occa f XO n 5 or by whom it was violated (for 

*'! d *™ L the war broke out anew), we are no-where told. To this 
kingoftbe tr perhaps a H u de the medals, which were ftruck about this 
rartnians. ^ ^ fcllow i ng i e gend, Peace ejiablijhed ; the kingoj 

tbe Parthians reft or ed n . The power of the Parthians was, as 
Dion Cajftus informs us % greatly weakened at this time by 
their intcftine wars ; fo that Cofrboes was perhaps obliged to re- 
cur to Trajan* and implore his protean againft his ownfub- 
je£ts. This is all we know of Trajan 9 s wars in the eaft, till 
the year 115, the eighteenth of his reign. We ftiouid be able 
• to give a better account of all thefe tranfa&ions, if the Parthian 
hiftory, compofed by Arrian* who flouriflied at this time, on 
purpofeto fet forth the exploits of Trajan* and by him divid- 
ed into feventeen books, had reached us p ; but that hiftory 
being long fince loft, and many other hiftories of thefe times 
(for°under no prince there flouriflied a greater number of cele- 
brated hiftoriana than under Trajan)* we are with no princes 
exploits lefs acquainted than with Trajan's. Not to mention 
the many hiftorians who have defcribed the Parthian war, in 
which Trajan diftinguifhed himfelf in a very eminent manner, 
both as afoidier and a general, Marhis Maxirnus* Fab 1 us Mar- 
ccllinus* Aurelius Vents* Statins Valens* Ammianus Marccili- 
nus* und Dion Cajftus* wrote his life, either by itfelf, or in the 
body of the Roman hiftory. But none of the works of thcic 
authors are now remaining ; fo that we are obliged to recur to 
the abridgment of Dion Caff us by Xipbilin* and to the ttm 

1 Occo p. 205. Birag. p. 157- ,n Dr0 [hld : nVid ° 
Occon.d 201. "Dio.p. r 8 3« M'uoi c. 5 b. 
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more compendious and undigefted writings of Jturettus Vifior 
and Eutropiits. Wc cannor even learn of any writer, whether 
Trajan ever returned to Ro?nc after he fet out from thence to 
conquer Armenia. However, we cannot perfuadc ourfclves that 
he continued in the eaft, without once vifiting the metropolis of 
the empire, for the fpace of eleven or twelve years; the more, 
becaufe from fome medals it appears pretty plain, that he re- 
turned to Rome before the year 112, the fifteenth of his reign, 
and that he left it the fame or the following year 9 ; which gives 
a great light to hiftory, and may ferve to juftify the a&s of the 
the glorious martyr St. Ignatius. Lufius Shiietus diftinguifhed Lufiua 
himfelf above all the commanders employed by Trajan in this Qiuetua 
war. He was a Moor by nation, and born in a country not dijlin- 
f'ubjeel to Rome ; but ncverthelefs ferved in the Roman cavalry, & u *jhes 
till he was either by Domitian or Nerva for fome mifdemeanor b™f e !f * n 
degraded and difmifled. Trajan, wanting Moors in his wars *Jf ' * , 
svith the DaciariSy took this prince again into the fervice, with Q( £ cr 
a body of his countrymen and dependents, at the head of whom w/yr ^. 
he performed wonders, both in the firft and fecond Dacian 
war r . In the Parthian War he ferved with fuch courage and 
fuccefs, xhixTrajan honoured him with the confulate, and, to- 
wards the end of his reign* appointed him governor of Palcftinc^ 
by way of reward for a fignal victory which he gained over the 
Jews of Mefopotamia 3 . His reducing the Mardi^ a people of 
Jfia near Armenia , and not far from the Cafpian fea, is men- 
tioned as what rnofi: of all contributed to his glory and prefer- 
ment r . Ammianus Marccllinus extols him as one of the 
greateft captains that ever bore arms for the Romans We 
are told, that Trajan had fuch a kindneis and eftcem for him, 
that he had fome thoughts of naming him for his fucceflms 
though he was not even born a fubjcA of the empire w . We 
fhall have occafion to mention him again in the following reign- 
In the fix following years we find nothing recorded by the com- 
pilers of the antients (for the works of the antients themfelvcs 
have been long fince loft, as we have hinted above), except 
the names of the confute* the making the high-way by Trajan 
from Bencventum to Brundufmm ; the burning the pantheon by 
lightning ; the overturning of fome cities in Galatia by an earth- 
quake j and dedicating of the great fuuare at Roms> which took 
its name from Trajan. The confute (for of thefe magiftrates 

1 Aide Birac. p. 158. r Die in excerpt. Valef. p. 710. 
1 Ixviii p. 773. Si* a rt, in Aur. Thi.mist. osaj. xvi. Maohic. 
Y^ xc% x ' c - 2 - a Dio. >n excerpt, p. 710. IEuseb. I. iv. c. r. 

ht-'sna. ibid, u Ammxaw. 1. xxix. w Eusbu, 8c Themist. 
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we have never yet omitted the names) were Appius Annus Tre- 
bonianus Gallus and Marcus Attilius Metellus Eradua ; ^ Auius 
Cornelius Palma, the fecond time, and L.Tullus; Prifcinus, 
or Prifcianus, and Orfitus; Cains Calpurnius Pifo and M. 
Vettius Bolanus ; T -ajan 9 the fixth time, and Titus Sextius 
Bolanus ; Lucius Publius Cclfus, the fecond time, and Caius 
Clodius Crifpinus ; £>uintus Ninnius Ho/la and Publius Mani- 
lius Vopifcus. Thefe were confuls from the eleventh to the 
feventeenth year of Trajan's reign, inclufively ; that is, from 
rr, - the 108th to the 1 14th of the chriftian aera. On fome medals 
Trajan rc- ^ co j ne d during Trajan's fixth confulfhip, is marked the 

7bcLjl departure of that prince from Rome *, no doubt, to return to 

the eaft : which we may fuppofe to have happened the year he 



fifteenth 



war 



lagiftrate of Athens 5 which ho; 
ion him, as he palTed through 



city with Trajan 

The eighteenth year of Trajan's reign and 115th of the 
Chrifiian sera was remarkable for the victories gained by that 
great warrior over the Parthians, and for which he affumed the 
title of emperor the feventh, eighth, and ninth, times z . What- 
He eon/ults ever gave occafion to this war (for hiftory is filent upon this 
the ora dc head), Trajan, before he left Syria, fent, at the requeft of his 
of Helio- friends, fome perfons to confult the oracle of Heliopolis in Phce- 
!>o)is. nrcia, to know whether he fhould return from this war toRome. 

The oracle returned an anfwer, as ufual, in ambiguous terms, 
which might be interpreted either way. Trajan, putting the bell: 
conftru&ion upon the dark words of the oracle, early in the 
fpiing left Syria, and marched againft the Parthians encamped 
on the other fide of the Tigris. As the river was not fordablc, 
and the enemy poflefled with a numerous army the oppofite bank, 
he fecretly caufed a great number of boats to be built in the 
woods of Nifibis, which being conveyed upon carriages to the 
river-fide, a bridge was fuddenly formed with them over the 
Re pnfes river, which T ^ajan palled in fpite of the utmoft efforts of the 
the Tigris enemy, who greatly annoyed him with fhowers of arrows, til 
rn /? It idge ] ie f cn t feverai bouts againft them 1 manned with archers and 
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out further moleflation. Trajan made himfelf mailer of the 
kingdom of Adiabcne* which he had reduced in the former war, 
but perhaps reflored upon the conclufion of the peace. He R e j uces 
likewife fubdued the country, which at that time flill retained Aflyria. 
the name of Jlffyria? and in which flood the city of Ninus or 
$ineveh 9 and Arbela and Gaugamela? two places famous in 
hiftory on account of the victories of Alexander the Great. As 
the Farthians were greatly weakened by their domeflic wars 
and ftill divided among themfelves, Trajan advanced, without 
oppofition, to the celebrated city of Babylon* of the power and ^nd ar- 
greatnefs of which we have read fuch wonders. He entered it, t T u / s . at 
no one offering to withftand him 5 and reduced its large territory, Babylon, 
where the Roinan flandards had never before been difplayed. 
By this acquifltion he became mailer of thofe rich and noble 
countries, dfjyria and Ch aides a. There he was led by his cu- 
riofity, fays Dion Caffius* to vifit the lake of bitumen which 
was made ufe of in building the famous walls of Babylon. But 
that lake is by Rut i litis a and others placed in Mefopotamia. 
Afterwards he began a canal between the Euphrates and the & begins 
Tigris, in order to convey his veflels out of the former river a cana l be- 
into the latter, and with them lay a bridge over the Tigris , be- t£ v * c J' ** >e 
ing refolved to befiege Ctefiphon, which flood on that river : but ^d/fa** 3 
being informed, that the bed of the Euphrates was much higher Tieris'^/// 
than that of the Tigris? he abandoned the defign, fearing the j r ^ s ^ at 
ftream would become too rapid, and confequently unnavigable b . una > er _ 
However, Ammiamis Marcellinus aflures us, that the emperor taking. 
Julian* having removed the flones with which the mouth of 
the canal was flopt, conveyed his veflel through that cut 
from the Euphrates into the Tigris? a little above Ctejiphon c . 
This canal was called Naarmalca? that is, the river of kings. 
Trajan* fearing the above-mentioned inconvenience, did not 
think it advifeable to make ufe of the canal; but ordered 
his vcfTels to be brought upon land-carriages from the Eu- 
phrates to the Tigris* thefe two rivers being in fome places 
at a fmall diflance from each other 5 and having formed Makes 
a bridge with them, pafTed his army over the Tigris, and himfelf 
nwde himfelf mafter of Seleucia, and likewife of the great mafterof 
city of Cteftphon? the metropolis of the Parthian? and after- Seleucia 
wards of the Per/tan? empire *. Upon his entering that city, artdCtefi- 
he was proclaimed emperor by the army, who with loud fhouts ph° n ' t&f 
of joy confirmed to him the title of Parthicus? which he had 
frft gained by the reduction of Niftbis. At Ctefiphon he took °/ h ^ ™ r 
the daughter of Cofrhoes? and feized the throne of the Parthian " 

} a 1*ut. itiner. p. 32. b Dio. p. 7S4, « Ammiau. 
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kings, which was of mafly gold d . Cofrboes himfclf made his 
efcape, and was ftill living in the reign of Adrian. Trajan ac- 
quainted the fenate with the fuccefs that had attended him in this 
expedition : whereupon a decree pa/Ted, allowing the conqueror 
of the Partbians to enter Rome in triumph as often as he pleafed e . 
The taking of Ctcfiphon put him into pofiefiion of all the neigh- 

" bo u ring countries. Eutrophts tells us, that he reduced the 
Ai r ar coincides , the Carditcm? Anthemlfia, a large province of 
jPerfiaj fays that writer, and all the countries lying between 
Babylon and India. At Babylon he vifited the houfe in which 
Alexander the Great died, and there performed fome ceremo- 
nies in honour of that famous conqueror f . Ammlanus Marcel- 
Units writes, that in his time Trajan s tribunal was ftill to be 
feen at a city in the neighbourhood of Babylon, which he calls 
Oxogardcne p . Trajan reduced AJfyria to a Roman province, 
as he had done before Armenia and Mefopotamia \ fo that the em- 
pire now extended to the Tigris, and even beyond that river. 
How he difpofed of the country of the Partbians , we (hall relate 
anon. He obliged the inhabitants of Mefopotamla, and, no doubt, 
thofe likewife of the other provinces, to pay him a yearly tribute* 1 . 
The dialogue between Triepbo and Critias, which is falfly afcrib- 
ed to Lucian, feems to have been written about this time ; for it 
ends with the news of the taking of Suja formerly the metropolis 
of Perfia. Mention is likewife there made of inroads made by the 

/ Scythians, as if they committed great devaluations in the Roman 
territories l . Towards the end of the autumn, Trajan returned 
to dntiocb, which was that winter almoft intirely ruined by one 
of the moll dreadful earthquakes mentioned in hiftory. That 
city was then crouded with troops, and Grangers come from all 
quarters, either out of curioiity, or upon buiinefs, and embaf- 
iies : i'o that there was fcai ce a nation or province but what had 
a (hare in the calamity; and all the Roman world, fays Dion 
Cajjhis ,: , differed in one city. The earthquake was preceded 
by violent claps of thunder, unufual winds, and a dreadful 
n'oife under ground : then followed fo terrible a (hock, that the 
earth all trembled, fevcral houfes were overturned, and others 
to (Ted to and fro like a fhip in the fea: the noife of the cracking 
and burning of the timber, of the falling of the houfes, and adif- 
mal and loud roaring under ground, drowned the cries of the 
tuunayed people. Thofe who happened to be in their houfes, 
were, for the mod part, buried under their ruins ; fuch as were 
walking in the Itrcts and in thefquarcs, were, by the violence 
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of the /hock, dafhed again ft one another, and mo ft of them 
cither killed or dangeroufly wounded. As the earthquake con- 
tinued, with fome fmall intermitfiun, for many days and nights 
together, many thoufands perifhed by it, and among the reft 
the coni'u] Marcus Pcdo VirgiV:a?ms, with many other perfbns 
of great diftinction. The moft violent mock of all was, as we 
read in the acSls of St. Ignatius, on a Sunday, the twenty- third 
of December. Trajan himfcif was much hurt, but neverthelefs Trajan 
efcaped through a window out of the houfe where he was. hi mf elf is 
Dion Cajfuts pretends, that he was taken out of the window, hurt* 
and carried away by one, who in tallnefs exceeded the human 
iize. The fame writer adds, that mount Lifon, which flood 
at a fmall dilbnee from Antioch, bowed with its top, and threat- 
fned to fall down upon the city; that other mountains fell; 
that new rivers appeared ; and others, that had flowed before, 
forlbok their courfe, and vanifhed. When the earthquake 
ceafed, the voice of a woman was heard crying under the ruins; 
which being immediately removed, flic was found with a fuck- 
ing child in her arms, whom fhc had kept alive, as well as 
herfclf, with her milk. Search was made for others ; but no 
one befides was found alive, except a child that was frill fucking 
its dead mother l . This dreadful earthquake is mentioned by 
Eufebius, Aurclius Vi£lor, and Evagrius, who all fpeak of it 
as the greateft calamity recorded in hitlory m . 

The next confuls were L. Mil us Lamia and Mllanus Verus. 
From an infeription of this year, the nineteenth of Trajan's 
reign, we learn, that the fenate and people of Rome returned 
the emperor folcmn thanks, for having facilitated the entry into 
Italy on the fide of the Adriatic fea, by a port made by his or- Theport of 
aYrs at Ancona, as he had fome ycass before made one on the Ancona. 
Mediterranean, at or near Centwnccllee, now Civita-Vccchia* 
Upon the return of the fpring, Trajan, leaving Antioch, vifited 
the conquered countries ; and finding them all in a flate of 
tranquility, he mado various regulations ; and then imbarquing 
on board his fleet, failed down the Tigris, being defirous to T . 
view the Perfian gulph, which Dion Caffius calls the Red Sea, or A^Xte« 
Mare Erythrecimi, fuppofmg it to have taken that name from //,, Tigris 
E'ytlrus, a prince once very powerful in thofe parts n . The into the 
florms, the rapidity of the river, and the tides, rendered his na- Perfian 
v [gat ion both trouMetbtne and dangerous. However, he made gulpb* 
Inmfeif matter of Mcfeue, an ifland formed by the Tigris, and 
ouljgul Jthamhylus, who reigned there, to pav him tribute. 
He was well received by the inhabitants of Charax Spa/itur, 
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the metropolis of Atharnbylus's dominions, which moft geo- 
graphers place at the mouth of the Tigris.^ Dion CaJ/iusteh 
us, that Trajan failed into the Ocean, meaning perhaps the Per- 
fian gulph ; for it is not probable, that, with the ill-built boats, 
of which his fleet confifted, he purfued his courfe beyond Or. 
He reduces muZy where the gulph ends. It was, we conjeaure, on thisoo 
Arabia ca fion, that he reduced Arabia Felix. Cornelius P alma, gover- 
Felix. nor of Syria, had fome years before fubdued Arabia Pctrxa, 

as we have obferved above, and reduced it to a Roman province. 
But now Trajan made himfelf matter, it feems of Arabia Fe- 
lix ; for Arrian, in his book on the navigation of the Red Sea y 
obferves, that in the reign of Trajan, there were at Leuca, a 
borouch upon that fea, a centurion, and fome troops, with a 
receiver, who claimed the fourth part of all the goods that were 
landed there °. The fame writer places upon the fouth coaft 
of Arabia , beyond the frraights of Bebel Mander, a city called 
Arabia, and furnamed Eudxmon, or the Happy, from its bav- 
in* been formerly enriched by means of the trade that was car- 
ried on there; but adds, « A little before our time it was de- 
" ftroyed by Cafar, and is at prefent only a village p. Ashe 
places it in the country of the Homeritx % fome writers take it 
to have flood where the prefent city of Aden ftands. Eefides, 
it appears from feveral medals, or pieces of money, coined after 
the year in, the fourteenth of Trajan's reign r , that he re- 
duced Arabia, not by his lieutenants, but in perfon s . Fe/hs 
too mentions the conqueft of Arabia 1 5 and Eutroptus feems 
to reckon the reducing of that country to a Roman ^province 
amongft the laft affions of Trajan A writer, who is fup- 
pofed to have flourifhed about this time, after having faid, that 
the power of the Perftam and Parthians had yielded, adds, 
that Sufa itfclf was taken, and that all Arabia would foon fub- 
mit to the victorious and invincible prince w . This mutt, 
without all doubt, be underfTood of Arabia Felix, which it is 
thence plain he did not fubduc, till after the conqueft of jfj/yrt« f 
that is, before this vcar, the nineteenth of his reign, arid the 
1 1 6th of the chriftian .-era. Some read in Fejlus *, that he 
conquered the country of the Saracens; but as no mention is 
made of that people b V any other writer of thole times, we 
rcadilv fall in with thofe who, inftead of ^acent,^ dUh 
r.homi, who inhabited one of the provinces of MefoMamm 
called Ofrboenc, from a king of the Country named OJrhoes . 
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*lra)an having reached the ocean, as we read in Dion CaJJius, Heenvin 

A*Lre difcoverine; a ihip bound to India, wdhed he was Alexan- 
and n J th t he might extend, as Alexander had done, his con- <*er, who 
Ss C to that county Eutropiust^ us, that he had a fleet 
ready equipped in the Red Sea, with a defign to invade India j 
that he informed himfelf of the cuftoms, ftrength, and manner 
of fighting, of the Indians ; and that he envied the happinefs of 
Alexander, who had fubdued them, and extended his conquefts 
far beyond the bounds of the Ro?nan empire. The Romans had 
even the vanity to brag, that they had brought India under 
fubje£ion, as Eufebins obferves a ; but by India they perhaps 
meant Arabia Felix. T ^ajan wrote to the fenate, acquainting 
them with the fuccefs of his arms, and naming the feveral nations, 
which he had conquered, and which were utterly unknown. 
Theydecreed him extraordinary honours; among the reft, that he j Xtraor * 
fliouid, upon his return to Rome, triumph over each particular na- binary bo^ 
tion, which he had fubdued ; which was decreeing him not one, 
but many triumphs : a triumphal arch was built in his own fo- , fbg 
rum, to perpetuate the memory of his conquefts ; and the f enate 
people of Rome made great preparations to receive him with the 
utmoft pomp upon his return. But to Rome he never returned ; 
nor was the end of his actions anfwerable to the beginning. 
For raoft of the nations, which he had conquered, revolted and 
fhook off the yoke, after having driven out or mafTacred the 
garifom that had been left arnongft them. The Jews, who The Jews 
had been difperfed into all parts of the world, fell into a dread- revolt in 
ful rebellion in all the provinces of the empire, being prompted f*™™ 1 
thereunto by the abfence of the emperor, and the late terrible P laccs - 
earthquake, which, as they imagined, portended the ruin and 
downfal of the Roman empire. They rofe at the fame time in 
Alexandria, all over Egypt, and in Libya Cyrenaica, again ft 
the other inhabitants of thofe countries, whom hiftorians call 
Greeks, and againft the Romans, who were very numerous in 
thofe provinces, which had been long fubjefl to Rome. In 
Egypt* which was then governed by Lupus, they aflemblcd in 
vaft crouds, committed dreadful diforders, and falling upon the 
inhabitants, who endeavoured to fupprefs the tumult, defeated 
them at the very firft onfet with great daughter. Rut this ad- 
vantage coft them dear ; for the Egyptians, who had the good 
luck to cfcape the general carnage, flickering thcmfelves in 
Alexandria^ feized and mafTacred, without difrin&ion of frx ur 
age, all the Jews who dwelt in that city b . The yrzvs imitvJ 
fold their lives dear, but were in the end u\ cr powered, .iiid all 
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to a man cut Jn pieces c . The J^wj of Cyrcne, who. were, if 
teems, the ringleaders of the revolt, finding they could not re- 
ceive the afliftance which they had promifed themfelves from 
their brethren in Alexandria (for they had formed a defignof 
feizing that city ) , entered Egypt 9 committing every-where rnoft 
And com- drea^ul devastations and unheard-of cruelties- They were 
3 * M/ wt r headed, according to Eufcbius d , ^ by one Lucua, whom he. 

ftyles king; but, according to Dion Caffius c , by one named 
Andrew, whom they had chofen for their leader. However 
that be, their rage and fury was fo great and boundlefs, their 
barbarities fo heinous and outrageous, that they are fcarcetobe 
matched in hiftory. For, not fatisfied with inhumanly maf- 
facring Greeks and Romans of all ranks, ages, and degrees, they 
devoured their flefti, warned themfelves in their blood, wore 
their fkins, and made themfelves garlands with their intrails ; 
fome they fawed afunder ; others they threw to wild beads, or 
obliged them to fight till they killed one another, after they had 
put them to all kinds of torments. Thus they deftroyed in 
Libya above two hundred thoufand perfons ; an incredible num- 
ber in Egypt, not fpecified by hiftorians 3 and in the ifland of 
Cyprus 9 where they likewife rofe, two hundred and fifty thou- 
fand : SalamzSy one of the chief and moft populous cities of 
that ifland, they laid in aflies, after having* with that cruelty 
which was ever peculiar to the JezuiJJ) nation, murdered all the 
inhabitants, without fparing either women or children f . By 
thefe maHacres, the province of Libya was fo difpeoplcd, that 
it would have been left quite uninhabited, had not the emperor 
Adrian fent thither a few years after feveral colonies «. Trajan, 
informed of thefe barbarities, refolved in a great rage to purfue 
thofe impious wretches, not as rebels, but as monfters, and 
enemies to mankind. Accordingly he difpatched into Libya, 
Marcius Turbo, with a ftrong body of horfe and foot and a con- 
iidcrable fleet, injoining him to purfue them both by fea and 
land, with revenge anfwerable to the enormity of ther crimes. 
They are Turbo defeated them in a pitched battle, and put great numbers 
if y fluted in 0 f them to the fword, but not without the loft of many of hia 
Africa beft men, the Jews of Cyrenc having been joined before the 
Turbo. battle by tho f t . c f E g yp t h. Neither was the vi&ory complete* 

nor the battle decinve ; for the war continued till the reign of 
Adrian* who fucceeded Trajan on the eleventh of Augujt of 
the year 1 17. That prince is faid by St. J mm to have con- 
quered the Jews, who had revolted a fecond time 1 \ which m- 

c Onos. 1 v:i. c. 12. - Eoskb. ibid. • Dto. I. Ix* 
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liter and others underftand with refpedt to the-firft revolt under 
Nero. Befides, Spartian tells us, that Turbo, having, in the 
very beginning of Adrian** reign, ended the war with the Jews* 
was fent by that prince againlt the Moors, who had begun to 
make incurMons into the Roman territories before the death of 
Trajan k . In the ifland of Cyprus, the Jews were, by the Ra- And all cut 
mayis and inhabitants, all cut off to a man ; and thofe of that to pieces in 
cruel and treacherous nation forbidden, upon pain of death, the ifland 
ever to fet foot upon that ifland ; which prohibition the inhabit- °f Cyprus, 
ants extended even to fuch as were driven thither by ftrefs of 
weather, and whom confequently they put immediately to 
death *• They likewife revolted in Mesopotamia, but were 
there foon quelled by the brave Lujias Quietus ; who defeated 
them in a pitched battle, cut great numbers of them in pieces, 
and drove the reft out of the country The example of the Mo fl of the 
Jews was followed by moft of the countries whicli Trajan had countr i es 
conquered, the inhabitants rifing every- where up in arms, and conquered 
murdering or driving out the Roman garifons. Againft them by Trajan 
the emperor difpatched Luftus Quietus , and L. Appius Maximus, revolt. 
who were attended with very different fuccefs ; for Maximus 
wasdefeatcd and killed 5 by whom, hiftory does not inform us: 
but Lufius diftinguifhed himfelf as ufual, gained great advan- 
tages over the enemy, recovered the city of Nijibis, befieged, 
ftormed, and laid in afties, the city of Edejfa. On the other _ 
hand, Erucius Giants , and Julius Alexander ; two other com- ? r * 
manders of the emperor, retook the city of Seleucia upon the r *~ 
Tigris* and feveral others, which had {haken off the yoke. ' 
Luftus was, for his gallant conduct, rewarded with the govern- 
ment of Pale/line m , no doubt, to keep that province in awe, 
which was chiefly inhabited by Jews, and fecmed inclined, as 
Spartian informs us n 5 to revolt and raife new diflurbances in 
the empire. For thefe advantages, and the recovery of his 
conquefts, Trajan took the tenth and luft time the title of em- 
peror 0 . During thefe difturbances, Sambelus, king of Mcfene, 
continued faithful to Trajan. Neither did the Parthiaus make 
any attempts towards the recovery of their liberty, or rather of 
their former condition* But Trajan, fearing they would foon 
ihake off the yoke, thought it advifcable to oblige them, by 
giving them, in (I cad of a Roman governor, a king of their own 
nation. ^ With this defign he repaired to Ctejiphon; and having 7YaJan 
there aflemblcd in a lapgc plain the Romans and Partbians, he ^/.J/j a 
afcended a high throne, and declared one P art bamaj pates king t0 t f 3e 
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of the Parthians, putting, with great pomp and folemnity, the 
crown upon his head. Parthamafpates, whom Spartian calls 
PfamateJJiris, continued faithful to the Romans ; but was de- 
fpifed by the Parthians as a fiave to Rome, and had fcarce any 
authority over them p. In feveral coins, which have reached 
our times, is reprefented a king proftrate before Trajan, with 
this legend on fome, He gives a king to the Parthians ; and on 
others the following, He dijiributes kingdoms <*. 

The following year, the twentieth and laft oSTrajarts reign, 
Niger and Apron ianus being confuls r , the emperor marched 
into Arabia, and there made war upon the Hagareni, or Aga- 

who had likewife revolted. What part of Arabia they 
inhabited, we cannot determine, fi nee we find no farther men- 
tion made of them till the times of the Conjiantinopolitan em- 
pire, when the name of Hagareni became common to the 
He bcfiegis racens and Arabians in general. The emperor laid fiege to 
•Atra. their city, which by Xiphilin is called Atra. It was neither 

great nor beautiful, fays Dion CaJJius % but thought to be very 
rich, by reafon the fun was worfhipped there, which drew 
crouds of people thither with rich prcfents from the neighbour- 
ing countries f . It was fituated on the top of a high and fteep 
mountain, well peopled, and furrounded with ftrong walls a . 
But its chief ftrength confxfted in the barrennefs of the neigh- 
bouring country, deftitute, to a great diftance, of grafs, wood, 
and even of water ; fo that a great army could not long fubfift be- 
fore it ; hence it was neither taken now by Trajan, nor afterwards 
by Severus, though they had both made a breach in the wall 
Trajan narrowly efcaped being killed in one of the attacks; for 
having laid afide the enfigns of his dignity, that he might not be 
known, he headed his men in perfon : but the enemy, knowing 
him, notwithftanding that difguife, by his grey hairs and ma- 
jeftic air, aimed chiefly at him, wounded his horfe, and killed 
a horfeman by his fide. Befides, as often as the Romans ad- 
vanced to t!ie attack, they were driven back by violent ftorms 
of wind, lain, and hail, and dreadful flafhes of lightning. At 
the fame time, they were in a Arrange manner infefted in their 
But ra.'/l-j cam p by fwarms of flies : fo that Trajan was in the end obliged to 
ti'. jitot'. ra if c t !; e f lC rr C aR j retire. Soon after, as he was ftriclcen in 

years, and worn out with fo many long marches, he was feized 
with adropfy anci pally, which he afcribed to-poifon, but others 
thought natuiai. However, he was ft ill for returning into JW*- 
JbpoUimict) to reduce fume places, which had revolted there. 
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But his diftemper increafing, he left the command of the army Is taken ill* 

to Adrian? whom he had appointed governor of Syria, and im- andjetsfail 

Barqued for Italy. It was no fooner known, that he had fet P r Ua v • 

fail, than all the countries, which he had conquered at a vaft 

charge, and by expofing himfeif to innumerable dangers, fhook 

off the yoke, and recovered their former condition, in fpite of 

the troops which he had left to keep them in fubje£tion. The The Par- 

Parthians drove out Parthamajpates ; the Armenians chofe thians 

themfelves a king 5 and the greater* part of Mefopotamia re- drive out 

volted from Rome, and fubmitted to the king of the Partbians. tbetrtoug* 

Thus all the pains he had taken, all the toils he had undergone, 

and the immenfe Aims he had expended, proved in the end to 

no effect. Upon his arrival at Selinus in Cilicia, which was 

afterwards from him called Trajanopolis, he was feized with a 

flux, which in a very fhort time put an end to his life. He died in T ra ; an 

the beginning of Auguft, after having reigned nineteen years, j; cs at g c _ 

fix months, and fifteen days, counting from the death of Ner- linus in 

va to the eleventh of Auguft (for we know not the precife day Cilicia. 

on which he died), when Adrian received at Antiocb the news 

of his death, which had been concealed for fome time, and 

thereupon caufed himfeif to be proclaimed emperor w . Eutro- 

fius, andfuch as have copied him, tell us, that Trajan died at 

Seleucia in Ifauria. But Seleucia is at a great diftance from the 

fca ; and moft writers agree, that he was going to Rome by fea. 

Be/ides, it appears from feveral inferiptions x , from the author 

of the verfes commonly afcribed to the Sibyls, and from the 

chronicle of Alexandria, that he died at Selinus. Hence Scali- 

ger and Cafaubon wonder, how any one can call in queftion a 

thing fo well attefted /. His body was burnt at Selinus, and a j% es 

his afhes carried by his wife Plotina and his niece Matidics, or are con- 

Matidia, in a golden urn, to Rome, where they were received <i eyed to 

with extraordinary pomp, and depofited under the ftately co- Rome,and 

lumn, which he had erected, though it flood within the walls, depofited 

where no one before him had been buried «. Sports, called u »f £r his 

Partbie Sports, were for many years celebrated in memory of calu,m ' 

his victories in the eaft a . From an antient infeription, we learn, 

that Phidemion his freedman, his chamberlain, cup-bearer, 

and fecretary, died a few days after him, on the twelfth of Au- 

gujl, of grief for the lofs of fo good a matter b . Trajan left 

w Dio. p, 786. Aurel . epit. Jui.iAN.Ccefar. p. 39. * Vide 
Pagi ad ann. 117. r Vide Casaubon. in Spart. not. C. 

P- 10. Sc Sca h icer . in Eufeb. chron. p. 341. * Dio. I. bnx. 

P. 788. CiAccoN.col.Traj. Vict. epic. »Dio.ibid. b Eusnn. 

chron. p,2oS. 
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no children c ; nor are we told that he ever had any. Some 
write, that he defigned, in imitation of Alexander the Great, 
to die without naming a fucccflbr ; others tell us, that he in- 
tended to name ten perfons to the fenate, leaving it in their 
power to chufe which of them they judged beft qualified for the 
fovereignty d . We read in Dion CaJJins c , that once at a ban- 
quet he defired his friends to name ten perfons, whom they 
thought capable of, and equal to, the fupreme power. Both 
Trajan himfelf and his friends feemed, according to Spartian, 
to judge Ncratius Prifcus, who was the greateft civilian of his 
time, the beft qualified for fucceeding him in the empire f . 
That writer adds, that one day he addrefled him thus: To you, 
Neratius, I recommend the provinces? in cafe I Jhould I die. He 
had likewife fome thoughts of leaving the empire to Serviami$i t 
whofe daughter Adrian had married ; and to Lufius Quietus, 
pf whom he defervedly entertained a mighty opinion b . But in 
the end, Adrian was preferred to all the reft ; v\ hich was rather 
owing to the favour of Plotina, than to any extraordinary kind- 
nefs of Trajan towards him. For though the emperor was 
nearly related to him, had been his guardian, and given him his 
niece in marriage, yet he never took great notice of him 1 ; 
nor did Adrian fhew any particular affection for Trajan. Henco 
it was commonly believed, that Trajan did not adopt him ; 
but that Plotina, who was a great friend to Adrian, intro- 
duced, after the death of her hufband, a fuppofititious perfon, 
who, counterfeiting the voice of the dying emperor, declared, 
Wbethtr that he adopted Adrian. Dion CaJJius tells us in exprefs terms, 
kg adopted that Trajan never adopted Adrian ; but that the whole affair 
Adrian. was managed by Plotina and Atianus, or rather Tatianus, who 

had been, jointly with the emperor, Adrian's guardian; and 
adds, that for this reafon the emperor's death was for fome days 
concealed. This Dion Cajjim learnt of his father Apronianus y 
who, as he had been governor of Cilicia, where the emperor 
died, had thence certain intelligence of what had paffed at his 
death. Befides, the letters written to the fenate concerning this 
adoption were not figned by Trajan, but Plotina, who had never 
before iigncd any of her hufband 's difpatches ^ A modern 
writer, of no mean character 1 , looks upon what Dion CaJJius 
relates of the fuppofititious adoption of Adrian as an arrant fa: 
ble; and pretends, that he was adopted by the emperor a whole 
year before his death ; which, if true, would have left no room 

■ Themfstius, orat. 16. d Spart. in Adri. p. 3. e P ir * 
J. lxix. p 795. f Spart. ibid. sDio.p. 795. h The- 
mist. orat. 16. * Dio. p. 795, 7S8. Spart. ibid. k D10. 
]. lxix. p. 7S7, 7R8. 1 Dodvvell. in append, ad differtat, 
£yprianic. Oxon. 1084. p 67. 

even 
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even for fuch a fable. What induced him to embrace this opi- 
nion is, that Adrian^ as we read in moft authors, and as ap- 
pears from feveral antient infcriptions, reigned twenty-two 
years: on the other hand, it is certain, that he died on the 
tenth of July in 138. He muft therefore have begun to count 
the years of his reign from the ninth of Auguft%A the year 1 16, 
that is, a vear before Trajan's death ; fjr that prince died in 
the beginning of Augujl in 117^ iie thence concludes, that 
Adrian muft have been adopted a year before ; and from the 
time of his adoption reckoned the years of his reign. This ob- 
jection, which we mall endeavour to anfwer at the end of 
'Adrian's reign, as in a more proper place, is not of fuch 
weight with us as to make us look upon the account, which 
Dicti Cajftus gives of Adrian s adoption, as an arrant fable* 
We /hall clofe the hiftory of this great emperor's reign with a 
fuccinct account of his noble and ufeful works. Aurelius Viclor Great 
will have him to have firft introduced the ufe of poft-chaifes; works per- 
but that invention is generally afcribed to Auguftus m , and vtz& formed by 
probably only improved by Trajan^ as it was after his time by Trajan, 
feveral other emperors, as appears from Gotbofredus, who 
treats of this fubjeft at length in his comments upon the Tbeo- 
dofean code n . He made, at an immenfe charge, a large and 
convenient road, leading through many barbarous nations, from 
the moft diftant coafts of the Euxzne fea to thofe of the Ocean 
in Gaul°. He built feveral magnificent libraries in Ro?ne 7 and 
a ftatcly theatre in the field of Mars p. He adorned the city 
with many magnificent edifices, inlarged the circus, repaired a 
great number of antient buildings, and fupplied with plenty of 
water thofe quarters of the city, which by other princes had 

been neglected. But the moft magnificent of all his works His fquare 
was the great fquare, which he made at Ro?ne 9 and called andco- 
from his own name, having for that purpofe levelled a hill an lutnn* 
hundred and forty-four foot high. In the midft of the fquare, 
he erected the famous column, which is ftill to be feen, to fcrve 
him for a tomb, and at the fame time to fhew the height of the 
lull, which he levelled, as appears from the infeription on the 
balis, dated the feventeenth year of his tribunitial power, which 
was die 1 14th of the chriffcian nera. The emperor ConJlantius y 
when he came to Rome in found nothing in that ftately 

metropolis which he admired fo much as Trajan's fquare q . 
Hie architect employed by Trajan in this inimitable work, a? 
Cmjlantlm fly led it, was one Apollodorus. Clacconius tells us, 

m Vide Cod Thcodof. tqm. ii. p. 510, 511. "Goth, in 
coj Thcodof. torn. ii. p 50*, fcc, 0 Auk. Vict. p Pun. 
f p. c;b. Dio. J. i.vviii. p 7-8, ? Ammi \n. J. xvi. p. 71. 

that 
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that on the top of the column, which ftood in the midft of thg 

fquare, was placed Trajan's ffatue, holding a golden apple in 
its right hand ; and adds, that in this apple were depofited the 
afhes of the deceafed prince r . But Eutropius and Ficlorinus^ 
whom we have followed, tell us, that he was buried under the 
column. During this prince's reign, moft of the provinces of 
the empire fuffered greatly by earthquakes, and were grievoufly 
atfli&ed with a dreadful plague, with famine, and frequent con- 
flagrations = . At Rome the Tiber overflowed its banks with in- 
credible violence, laid great part of the city under water, over- 
turned many houfes, and greatly damaged the fields ; tho* Tra- 
jan caufed a great canal to be dug in order to drain them, and to 
convey the water into its natural chanel Phlegon tells us, 
that in Trajan s time a woman was delivered at Alexandria of 
five children the fame day, three males and two females, who 
were brought up with great care by the emperor. The next 
year, the fame woman was delivered of three children u . We 
read in Plutarch w , that in Trajan's reign a veftal, named Hel- 
vetia, going on horfe-back, was ftruck dead with a flam of 
lightning, and thrown quite naked on one fide, and her horfe 
on the other ; which the foothfayers looked upon as prefaging 
fomething highly difhonourable to the veftals and the Roman 
knights. Accordingly, not long after, the flave of a knight, 
named Buteces, came of his own accord, and depofed, that his 
mafter and feveral others of the equeftrian order had for a long 
time carried on a criminal converfation with three veftals, 
Three <vef- /Emilia, Licinia, and Martia, who were immediately puniih- 
talspu- cc j 9 anc i the knights too their accomplices. But the pontiffs, 
nijhcd. having firft confulted the books of the Sibyls, declared, that the 

crime was to be expiated by burying alive in the forum boarium, 
or the ox-market, two men and two women, natives of Greece 
Ttvo men and Gaul-, which was done accordingly, tho' they had not long 
end two before condemned the fame crime in others. For the Britons 
rwomenbu- having immolated a human victim to their gods, their magif- 
ried alive trates had been ordered to punifil them ; though they were af- 
mt Rome, terwards pardoned upon their pleading an antient cufrom, but at 

the fame time commanded, under the fevereft penalties, to for- 
bear fuch facrifices for the future x . Trajan, notwithstanding 
his humanity and good-nature, fuffered the chriftians to be in- 
humanly perfecuted in mod provinces of the empire. As he 
publiflied no new edicts againff. the chriftian religion, he is not 

r Dio. p 7°q. 5 CiAccoxr. de col. Trajan, c. 14. r Vict. 
cpit. u Vl in. 1. vili. cp. 1 7. w PnLEG. mir. c. 29. y Fivi- 

*\ht{}, R';::i. * Jucin ibid. 

as 
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as Baronius obferves y, reckoned by Tertullian among the per- Trajan 
fecutors of the church. But that he was an enemy to the fuffers the 
chriftians, and highly prejudiced againft them, is manifeft from cbri titans 
Pliny *s letter to him z , and his anfwer to Pliny a . This may to be P er fi~ 
be aicribed to his looking upon the chriftians, who were already cuted% 
very numerous and multiplied daily, with a jealous and fufpicious 
eye, as the underminers of the religion of the empire, and ene- 
mies to the gods adored at Rome and in all the Roman provin- 
ces. Befides, he perhaps accounted them eftablifhers of hcte- 
rits^ or illegal focieties, which ufually breed factions and fedi- 
uons ; whence all focieties, or colleges, not fettled by an im- 
perial edi<£t, or a decree of the fenate, were forbidden, and the 
perfons frequenting them adjudged guilty of treafon. But after 
he had been informed by Pliny of their innocence, he could 
not, nor indeed did he, as appears from his anfwer, entertain 
any fmifter opinion of them. But neverthelefs, inftead of put- 
ting an immediate flop to the perfecution, he fent directions into 
Bithynia, where it chiefly raged, repugnant to good fenfe, and 
altogether inconfiftent with his fo much boafted jufrice, huma- 
nity, and good-nature. For he commanded, that no inquifition g* s un : u a 
fhould be made for the chriftians, but that fuch as were accufed proceeding j 
fliould be puniflied ; which was, as Tertullian obferves in his aoainft 
excellent apology b , declaring them innocent, and at the fame them. 
time ordering them to be treated as criminals. If they are guilty* 
fays that writer, addrcfling himfelf to the emperor, why do 
you forbid any fearch to be made after them ? If they are inno- 
cent, why do you command them to be punifhed ? This ordi- 
nance, however iniquitous and abfurd, continued in vigour till 
the perfecution of Sever us , that is, for almoft a whole century* 
But for a more particular account of the unjuft proceedings, 
even of the beft emperors, againft the chriftians, we refer our 
readers to Tertullian c and Eufebius*, where they will find, that 
by fomc emperors it was forbidden, upon pain of death, to ac- 
cufe the chriftians, who neverthelefs were, by a ftrange incon- 
fiftcncy, to be capitally puniflied, when accufed or dilcovcrcd *. 
A3 Trajan was, what every prince ought to be, a generous cn- 
courager of learning, under him the efforts of genius and ftudy 
began to revive f ; and his reign became famous for a great 
number of eminent hiltorians, poets, orators, and philofophers, 
of whom we (hall fpeak in our notes (A). 

y Baron, ad arm. 100. 2 Pun. 1. x. ep. 102. a Idem ibid, 
cp^ 103, b Tcktull. apol. c. 2. c Teh ruu.. in apoL 
d Kuseb. 1. v. c. 2 1 . c Ti- k r ull. apol. c. 5. ■ Plin. pun. p. 
8|. Tacit, vit. Agr. c. 2, 3. 

(A) Thcfc were Julius Front i mis* Cornelius T.:> : tus t /Y • - the 

younger, Payout &.•«-* -ens, Ttthr:s Capita C.r.uaiu- /*.,..?. 
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Vzrginhis Komrtnus Sec. Scxt us Julius Front ir.us was prastor in the 
firil year of Vefpaftans reign, but yielded chat dignity to Domitiav 
after having held it but one day, or two at moil (x). Some years 
after lie commanded in Britain with great reputation and fuccefs 
till the ninth year of r v efpajiari y s reign, when he was fucceeded by 
the celebrated Agricola. As that command was given to fuch only 
as had been confuls, Fro?itinus y no doubt, had been honoured with 
the confullhip before he was fent into Britain. He is thought to 
have been conful a fecond time under Nerva, and a third under Tra- 
jan (2). He was likewife augur, and fucceeded in that dignity by 
Pliny the younger, in the fourth year of Adrian's reign ( 3) ; whence 
we conclude, that he died that year, the 100th of the chrillian <era, 
the augurate being an employment for life. He was a great civilian, 
and highly efteemed by all the. men of learning who flourifhed in 
his time, efpecially by Martial \ who mentions and commends him 
in his epigrams. In his laft will he defired, that no tomb might be 
creeled to him, faying that without fuch monuments the world 
would remember him, if his life had deferved it (4). Tacitm, 
fpeaking of Front inus 9 fays, that he was a mail as great and able as 
he found fcope and fafety to be (t;). He was one of the greatelt 
commanders of his time (,6), and gave fignal proofs both of his bra- 
very and conduct, in ut:erly fubduing the powerful and warlike 
nation of the Silurcs, tho' befides the courage of the enemy, he 
was likewife obliged to llruggle with the difficulties of places and 
fituation (7). He wrote four books of Jtratagems, which have 
readied our times, and are fuppofed to have been inferibed to Trojan. 
As he flatters Domitian in feveral places of his work, we may thence 
conclude, that it was compofed in his reign. In the preface, which 
he prefixed to this work, he tells us, that he had ftudicd the military 
art with great application; and, befides the book of Jlratagcm:, 
written fome others upon the fame fubjecl. We read likewife in 
Vegcthts, that what Frontinus compendioufly wrote on military dif- 
cipline, and copied in great part from Cato the cenfor, was greatly 
elteemed by Tr&j<in ( 8). AZlian quotes another work done by him, 
in which he fecms to have collected whatever he found in Homer 
upon the fubjecl of war (9). Ncr-va committed to him the care of 
the fountains and aqueducls of Rome-, on which occafion he wrote 
the treadle of aqucdu&s y which has reached us; as have done fome 
other fmall pieces of his, and are to be found in the collection 
which Scri^jtrius has made of the antients, who have treated of 
the military art, and publifhed at Antwerp in 1607. From thefe 
picct-s i; appears, that they were written during the war with the 
Dnci;nn\ which fome underftand of Domilian\ war with that pco 
pie; oihtrbof Trstjaifs (ic). As for the treatife of colonies, which 

(i) Tacit. I. IV. r. 39. fx) Kon's cpifl. csr.ful p. 61, ( ^ 

Piit:. I. iv. cjill. S. (±) Plin. A xix. epijl. 19. ( 5) Taeit. 

ivV. sl&r c IT. (dj -*7iY/.w. Intl. p. 3. (7) Truit. tbu. 

(S) /'V / f. f iH S'Jj.t:. C \ p. 1. * (to) t'j 

hijl L.,t, I iii < 4. 
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Striken** afcribes to Frontinus* it either was not done by him, Or 
has been fmce altered 5 for mention is there made of Adrian, AV- 

ntoninus, Commodus, and other emperors, who reigned 
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long after Frontinus's time. , ,. A . r 

Cornelius Tacitus, the greateft orator, itatefman, and hiftonan, of 
his time, was, as is commonly fuppofed, the fon of Cornelius Ta- 
citus, a Roman knight, and procurator of Belgic Gaul. His pro- 
motion in the ftate was begun, as he nimfelf informs us (1 1), by 
Vcfpafian, augmented by Titus, and by Domitian advanced yec 
higher. He was pnetor under Domitian m the year of the Cbrijlian 
zra 88, the feventh of that prince's reign, and conful under Ner*va 
in 97/ being fubftituted to Verginius Rufus, whofe panegyric, or 
funeral oration, he compofed and pronounced (12). He married 
in 77, br 78, the daughter of the celebrated Cncius Julius Agricolct 
(13;/ Lipfius is of opinion, that he left children by her, fince the 
emperor Tacitus pretended to be defcended from him, or td be of 
the fame family; for he called the hiftorian, as Vcpifcus informs us 
(14), his kinfman; and Sidonius counts him among the anceftors of 
Polemus, prefect of Gaul (15). He had been four years abfent from 
Rome, when Agricola died ( 16) ; which has given occafion to fome 
writers to fuppofe, without any foundation, that he was banifhed by 
Domitian. He pleaded at the bar, even after he had been conful ; 
and, by his eloquent fpeeches, gained the reputation of the greateft 
orator of his time ( 1 y). He was much admired by Pliny, who lived 
in clofe friendftup with him, and by all men of learning, who 
reckoned it a great honour to be acquainted with a perfon of his 
extraordinary accomplifhmehts (18). He feems to have publiflied 
fome fpeeches, and likewife verfes (19), which have been long fince 
loft. One of his letters has been conveyed to us amongft thofe of 
Pliny. Tho' he was the greateft orator of his time, he is now 
known only by his hiftorical works, which can never be lufflciently 
admired and commended. He feems to have written his defcriptiori 
of Germany during the fecond confulate of Trojan, that is, in 98. 
His life of Agricola, which Lipfius thinks one of the fineft pieces in 
the Latin tongue, was, as we conjecture from the preface, one of 
the firfl. pieces he compofed, and probably publifhed in the very be- 
ginning of Trajan 's reign. The work which com prifes the lives of 
the emperors, from the death of Galba to that of Do/nit ian % ought 
to be placed next; for in his annals he refers the reader to his ac- 
count of the reign of Domitian (20) . That work, which is by 
Tertullian (21), and other antients called the hi (lory of Tacitus, 
comprifed the tranfa&ions of the Romans, both at home and abroad, 
from the year 69 to the year 96, of the Cbrijlian a:ra; but only 

in) TaJt.bifi. I. I.e. 1. {12) TV///. I. it. cp. 1 . (13) Ta- 
cit, *vit. A't\ r. 9. ( i\) Vcp\j\ itiTccit, (15^ Si J. I. iv. rpift, 
4 (\b) Tacit, ibid, c 44- (i?) Flin, L ii. epift. I, II. 
08) Idem, I. iv. rpift. 13, 15. A ix. tpifi* io. ( 19) Plin, I. ix. 
ep* 10. {2.0) KCadt, annul, c. 1 1 . C 21 J Tirsttll. ap, c. 16. 
&f lib. de /pcJitiC. 
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his account of the year 6g, and part of the year 70, have reached 
our times. Having ended his hiftory, he began his annals, (forfo 
he himfelf ftyles them) from the death of Auguftus to the reign of 
Galba, in which there are many lamentable chafms, as we have ob- 
served in the preceding volume. He had referved, as he himfelf 
tells us (22), for the ftudy and employment of his old age, the 
reigns of Ncrva and Trajan; but that work, itfeems, he never un- 
dertook, no mention being made of it by any of the antients. 
He likewife propofed writing the hiftory of Auguftus's reign ; but 
St. Jerom knew of no other hiftorteal works of Tacitus, except his 
hiftory and annals, which were in all thirty books (25). Of thefe 
are now remaining, not without many chafms, only fixteen books 
of his annals, and five of his hiftory. As to his ftyle, it is fublime 
and expreftive; his thoughts are great, his phrafe elevated, andhii 
words few. He lhews himfelf, throughout his whole work, an up- 
right patriot, zealous for public liberty and the welfare of his country; 
a declared enemy to tyrants, and to the tools of tyranny ; a lover 
of human kind, a man of virtue, who adores liberty and truth, 
and every where recommends them. As no man had feen more, 
and few thought fo much, he draws events from their firft fources, 
takes off every difguife, and penetrates every artifice. He faw 
every thing in a true and uncommon light ; whence his reflections 
are mafterly and profound, like mirrours, where human nature and 
government are exhibited in their proper ftze and colours. His 
ityle is a kind of language peculiar to himfelf ? weighty, grave, and 
well- adapted to his fubjecl. The older he grew, the more he cur- 
tailed his ftylej for his hiftory is much more copious and flowing 
than his annals ; fo that what has by fome been reckoned a fault, 
was in him the erFecl of his judgment- His Latin is pure and claf- 
fical ; he has few or no words which had not been ufed by approved 
writers; nor does he often give new ideas to old words. However, 
as he is fparing of his words, and, after having ftarted the idea, 
leaves the reader to purfue it, he is thence charged by the moderns 
with obfcurity . The emperor Tacit us directed his books to be placed 
5n all the libraries; and. for their better prefervation, ordered tea 
copies of them to be transcribed every year at the public expence 
( 24). But notwithftanding this care, many of them have been long 
iince loft, as we have obferved above. As for the dialogue on the 
decay of eloquence, which is by fome afcribed to Tacitus, by others 
to £>ubit:lian, and was written in the fixth year of the reign of V ?/- 
pa /tan, Lipjius> from the llyle, is more inclined to adjudge it to $uin» 
tiliatj than to Tacitus. But of that piece we have fpoken in the fore- 
going part of this volume (25). The unjuft cenfure of Mr. Bayle 
and others upon Tacitus, as if he derived the actions of his princes, 
even the molt innocent, from wicked counfels and dcligns, is fully 
confuted by Mr. Gordon, in the difcourfes which he has prefixed to 
Iits excellent tranflation of that hiftorian (26 J ; a tranflation which 
has been of great ufe to us in compiling part of this volume. 

(22) Tacit, bijl. A i. c. I. (23; Hicr. in Zac. (24.) Vopifc. in 

Tacit. See hfirt f. 4+9. n. (G). (26) Gm/.f>. 18—23- 
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P liny was a native of Comum, now Como, the fon'of L. C <ecifius 9 
by the filter of Pliny the elder, by whom he was adopted, and thence 
took the name of C. Plinius Catcilius Secundus (27). ^ He was born 
in the eighth year of Nero's reign, the 61ft of thechriftian sera, and 
fludied eloquence under Quintilian (28) with fuclr fuccefs, that he 
and Tacitus were reckoned the two greateft orators of their time. In 
his youth he followed the profeflion of arms (29;, was prastor under 
Domitian, and under Trajan confnl, augur, and governor of Pontus 
and Bithynia. But his chief employment was to plead caufes, which 
he did with great eloquence and equal difintereftcdnefs, not accept- 
ing of his clients fees or prefents of any kind, even before the law 
forbidding them patted in the fenate. He publifhed feveral harangues 
or fpeeches, none of which have reached our times, except his 
panegyric upon the emperor Trajan. An infeription qu«ted by 
Pojjtus (30), afcribes to him fome hiftorical pieces ; but of thefe no 
mention is made by any antient writer : nay, Apollinaris Sidonius 
tells us, that Tacitus did not apply himfelf to the writing of hiftory, 
till he had in vain endeavoured to engage Pliny in that province (31). 
The letter, in which Pliny excufes himfelf from that talk, is ltill ex- 
tant (32), but inferibed to one Capito ; perhaps in the time of Si- 
donius y that is, in the fifth century, it pafTed for a letter written to 
Tacitus. Some make Pliny author of the lives of illuftrious men, 
which by mod critics is afcribed to Cornelius Nepos, but by Vojjttts to 
Aurelius f'i&or (33). Pliny often mentions his own verfes; but, as 
they have been long fince loft, we can give no account of them. 
He himfelf made and publifhed a collection of fuch of his letters as 
he thought the moft diverting and inftrucling (34) ; and of thefe arc 
ftill extant ten books, which have been of fignal ufe to us in de- 
ferring the reign of Trajan. He was, as appears from his letters, 
a man of great honour, probity, difintereftednefs, and good-na- 
ture ; of which we find innumerable inftances in his letters. He pre- 
fented the city of Comum, where he was born, with a valuable and 
numerous collection of books, which he bought at a great rate, 
and allotted a large fund to be employed, partly in purchaiing 
other books, and partly in maintaining and bringing up the children 
(3;), As the citizens of Comum ufed, for want of proper mailers ac 
home, to fend their children to be educated at Mediolanum, now Mi- 
lan, he prevailed upon them to contribute towards the hiring and 
maintaining of profefTors in all arts and fciences, and was himfelf 
at the third part of the charge ; he would have willingly paid the 
whole, had he not believed, that the parents of the children, by be- 
ing obliged to difburfe two thirds of the requifite fum, would be 
thence more effectually induced to chufe profefTors well qualified for 
that truft, than if the whole charge were born by him ; in which 

( 27) Plin.prol. & I. v. et. 8. (28) Idem, I. ii. ep. 14. (29) 
liem, I. i. e p, IO , faff, hift . Lat. 1. V c. 30. f 31 ) Sidon. 

{• lv - 'A. 23. (32) Pint. L v. ep. 8. (33) Voff. ibid. (3+) PJin I. 
i. '/>. 1. (35; Idem, /. L ep. 8* /. vii. ep. 18. 
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cafe, favour, he apprehended, might prevail over merit (36). Be- 
fides his countrymen, he prefented others with confiderable fums 
namely, guintilian, on occafion of the marriage of his daughter 
(37) ; the poet Martial, when he left Rome, to return to Spain 
his native countiy, (38); and one Romanus Firmius, to make up 
the fum that was requifite for his being raifcd to the equeftrian order 
(39). He was not himfelf pofTcfTed of a large eftate ; but by be- 
flowing little upon himfelf, he could afford bellowing a great deal 
upon his friends, as he had no children (40)- A lady of merit, 
named Corellia, for whom Pliny had a particular value, having be- 
trayed to him a defire of having lands on the lake of Ccmo, he ge- 
neroufly offered her a fmall eftate, lately fallen to him, which bor- 
dered on that lake. Coreilza refufed the prefent, and defired to 
know the value of it ; when one of Pliny's freedmen, no doubt by 
private orders from his mafter, undervalued it, and fold it to her at 
a very low rate ; which Corellia afterwards knew, but Pliny could 
not by any means be prevailed upon to accept the full value of the 
land (41 ) He at once difcharged all the debts of one of his friends, 
fubltituting himfelf in the room of all his other creditors, who had 
brought him into great trouble. When his friend died, his daugh- 
ter Calvina was for renouncing the inheritance ; hut Pliny, tofave 
the reputation of the deceafed, generoufly forgave her what Ihe 
owed him, tho' he had contributed a confiderable fum tqwardshcr 
fortune, when (he was married (42). The reader will findinP/i- 
T/y's letters innumerable other inftances of his generofity, difintereft- 
ednefs, and good-nature, which the brevity we have propofed to 
ourfelves will not allow us to relate in this place. 

Pompcius Saturnimts flourifhed under Trajan, and is highly com- 
mended by Pliny, with whom he lived in great friendfhip, as an 
excellent orator, poet, and hiftorian (43). Pliny publifhed nothing 
without fubmittingit firft to the judgment of Saturnim* (44). This 
is perhaps the fame Suturninus who died in the fifth year of Trajan % 
reign, and bequeathed part of his eftate to Pliny (45). His works 
have been long fince loft. T'itinius Capita is likewise mentionedby 
Pliny as a writer of no mean character. He defcribed the deaths of 
illujlrious men, amongft whom were fome of his cotemporaries, con- 
demned, no doubt, by Domitian (46). Pliny tells us elfewhere 
(47^ that with excellent verfes he celebrated the actions of great 
men ; and adds, that he prevailed upon the emperor, Nerva or 
Trajan, to erect a ftatue in the forum to L. Silunus, who was by 
Nero** orders put to death in the year 6 5, the eleventh of that prince's 
reign, Catatuus, in his notes upon Pliny (48), tells us, that Lac* 
tan tins quotes a book upon the public {hows written by Titinius Ca- 
fito. Claudius Pollio, who is like wife greatly commended by 

($6) Idem, I. iv. cp. 13. (37) Idem, /. vi. cp. 32. (3?) 
1dnm % I. in. cp. 21. (39) Idem, /. i. cp, 19. (40) fdent, /.ii. 

cp. 4. (4.1) Idem, /. v'ii. pp. n.Csf 14. (42) Idem, I. ii. '/>• 
4. ^43) Idem, I. vii, cp. 16. (44) Idem ibid. cp. 8. (4$) 
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Pliny (49), wrote the life of Mufonius Baffus, hit „ 

(peaks of one AJinius Pollio, who was a native of Tralles in AJia 9 
and a celebrated fophift and philofopher, and afcribes to him feve- 
ral pieces ; among!* the reft, one giving an account of the memo- 
rable actions and layings of the philofopher Mufonius ; but he adds, 

that Mu/onius taught at Rome in the time of Pompev the Great (50) j 

but is commonly thought to have been therein guilty of a great over- 
fight (51 \. Pliny likewife mentions and commends one Verginius 
Romanus who wrote comedies and other poetical pieces (52). 
Under Trajan flourifhed, according to Vojfius (53), two Greek 
poets, Seraph, an Athenian, Plutarch's friend, and Rafus, an 
Ephefian, author of the fix books upon fimples, known to Galen 
and other phyficians. Pliny feems to have entertained a mighty 
opinion of the fophift Icaus, who came to Rome, when he was about 
fi*ty ( 54), and there gained, as appears from Juvenal Ccc , the re- 
putation of an eloquent orator. He was a native of Atfyria and in 
his youth had led a moft debauched life ; but afterwards changine; 
his conduft, applied himfelf to the ftudy of philofophy and elo- 
quence ( 56). He feems to have left no other works behind him 
except his declamations. Of Plutarch, Suetonius, Epicletus and 
feveral other writers, who lived under Trajan, but died after him 
we ftiall fpeak anon. ' 

1 

(48) Plin. I. 1. ep. 17. f 49 ; TJem, I. vii. ep. 3 r. ( c Q ) 

Sutdas, p. 5?9 (5 ,) Vide Jonf. I iii. c. 7. { cz) />//„. >.\i. 
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CHAP. XXI. 

The hi ft cry of Rome, from the death of Trajan, 
to the death of Marcus Aurelius, when the 
power of the Roman empire began to decline. 

'Adrian. A Drian, who fucceeded Trajan in the empire, was the fort 

f\. of /Elius Adrianus Afer, coufin-german to that prince, 
and of Domitia Paulina, fprung from an illuftrious family in 
Mis ex- Cadiz. His family came originally from Italica in Spain, the 
tra&ioti, native city of Trajan, whither Adrian, in the account he wrote 
tmplay- of his own life, pretended, that his anceftors had removed, fome 
vujiisz &c. ages before, from the city of Adria in the country of the Vi- 
centes, now the dukedom of Atri in Abrmizo. Marullinus, 
his great-great-grandfather, was the firft Roman fenator of the 
family h . He was born, according to Spartian, in Rome, on 
the twenty-fourth of January, in the year feventy-fix of the 
chriftian sera, while Vcfpaftan was conful the feventh time, and 
Titus the fifth K Eutropius writes, that he was born in Italica 
but Cafaubon thinks he was therein miftaken k . He was named 
P. /Elius Adrianus, or Hadrianus, to which names he added, 
after his accefiion to the empire, that of Trajan K His father, 
living when he was but ten years old, left him under the guar- 
dianmip of Trajan and C/elius Tatianus, or Attianus, as Sal- 
ina fius calls him, a Roman knight m . He applied himfelf to the 
ft-udy of the Greek tongue, and was, at the age of fifteen, fo 
thoroughly acquainted with that language, that he was com- 
monlvYurnamed the Toting Grecian. He then went to ferve in 
Spain, and ftaid there till he was recalled by Trajan, with whom 
he lived as his fon. He was foon after appointed by Domitian 
one of the decemvirs, and thence raifed to the command of the 
fecond auxiliary legion, with which he was fent into Moefia 
about the latter end of that prince's reign. We are told, that 
in Mcrfia an aftrologer aflured him,, that the fovereign. power 
was by the fates deftined to him ; which was confirming 
what liis great-uncle /Elius Adrianus^ who was likewife (killed 

* Start, in Adrian, p. 1—3. Parif. 1620. 1 Idem ibid. & P. 
Pagi.p 30. * CASAUB.in not. ad Spurt. 1 Dio. 1. lxviii. p» 
7S6. m Start, ibid. 
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in aftro!ogy 5 had foretold many years before When Trajan 
was adopted by Nerva, he was fent to him with the congratu- 
lations of the army upon that occafion, and foon after removed 
by Nerva from Mcejia into Upper Germany ; whence he Flatten- 
ed, upon the death of that prince, which happened foon after, 
to carry the firft tidings of it to Trajan* Servianus, who com- 
manded in Upper Germany , and was no friend to Jdriari* tho* 
he had married his ftfter Paulina, detained him, till he had dis- 
patched an exprefs to Trajan with the news of Nerva 's death, 
and afterwards fupplied him with an old chariot, which broke 
down by the way, that he might not ingratiate himfelf with the 
new emperor, by firft informing him of his acceflxon to the 

But neverthelefs Adrian purfued his journey on foot 
h exoedition. that he arrived in Lower Germany, where 



empire 



Trajan then was, before the exprefs °. Trajan kept him with 
him 5 but though he was his kinfman, his guardian, though he 
rave him afterwards his lifter's grand-daughter, Sabina, in mar- 



TraJ 



him. In his youth he had fquandered away his eftate, and con- conferred 
traced great debts ; which, with his other vices, Servianus no extra- 
took care to exaggerate to the emperor, in order to eftrange his ordinary 
mind from him, and prevent his adopting him ; for Servianus honours 
entertained a very indifferent opinion of Jdrian 9 and believed, u t m im ~ 
that Rome could never be happy under fuch a prince p ; and 
truly he was a perfon of moft extraordinary parts, and had fome 
great virtues, but allayed with no lefs vices. He was endowed ff; sexfra . 
with a memory almoft beyond belief; he could repeat by heart orJ n nar y 
a whole book, however difficult and intricate the fubjecSr. of it mcmo ry+ 
was, after having once perufed it ; he knew the name of every L aming^ 
foldier in the army, and remembered the names of all the old &c. 
foldiers, who had once ferved under him, though they had been 
longdifbanded. He excelled in every branch of learning, and 
was without comparifon the beft orator, poet, grammarian, 
philofopher, and mathematician of his time; thoroughly flailed 
in phyfic ; well acquainted with the virtues and properties of 
moft herbs and minerals ; in drawing and painting he was equal 
to the greateft matters ; fung, and played upon all kinds of in- 
ftruments, fo as to be reckoned the moft flcilful mufician of the 
age he lived in. He even applied himfelf to the ftudy of judicial 
aftrology and magic. He ufed at the fame time to write, 
dictate tofeveral fecretaries, give audience to his minifters, and 
difcourfe with them about affairs of the greateft importance % 
for no man was better acquainted with his domeftic affairs, than 
he with thofe of the whole empire. His couit was conftantly 

J Idem ibid. • Idem, p. 4. r Idem, p 3. 
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crouded with philofophers, orators, poets, mathematicians, &r>, 
for whom he always (hewed a particular efteem, and took great 
pleafure iri difputing with them, and challenging the poets by 
extemporary verfes, at which he had an extraordinary talent. 
Having one day excepted againft an expreiHon ufed by Favor i- 
nus, that philofopher modellly yielded, though he might have 
produced out of good authors fufKcient authority for his expref- 
fion ; which feeming ftrange to his friends, Do you thinks faid 
pleafantly Favor inus, that I will pretend to be more learned than 
one who has thirty legions at his beck ? In the beginning of his 
reign, he gave many inftances of his clemency and good-nature; 
but afterwards caufed feveral perfons to be unjuftly put to death : 
whence fome writers cry him up as a moft merciful prince, 
while others reprefent him as naturally inclined to cruelty, but 
often forgiving injuries, through fear of undergoing the fate of 
Caligula , Nero, and Domitian. In the very beginning of his 
reign, Tatianus advifed him to put three perfons to death, who^ 
he faid, would not fail to raife di flu r Dances, viz. B a? hi us Ma- 
cer governor of Rome, Laberius Maximus, and CraJ/hs Frugi, 
of whom the two latter had confpired againft Trajan, and were 
then in banifliment 5 but the emperor would not hearken to any 
fuggeftions againft them faying, It would be highly unjuft and 
tyrannical to punifh any one for a crime, which he was only 
likely to commit r . Spartian writes, that he freely forgave all 
thofe who had any- ways injured him while he was a private per- 
fon ; and that one day meeting one of* them after he was em- 
peror, he told him, that he had efcaped by his promotion to the 
empire \ On the other hand, Dion CaJJius tells us, that he 
remembered, and puniflied with great feverity, fome injuries 
done him in Trajan's time; and that he never forgave the fa- 
mous architect Apollodorus, who had fpoken con tern ptuoufly of 
him before that prince'. He allowed every one free accefs to 
him, and feemed never better pleafed than when tlley fpoke to 
him with liberty, or admonifhed him of his faults. Of this we 
read the following inftance : A woman having one day applied 
to him on occafion of a troublefome law-fuit, the emperor told 
her, That he was not then at leifure to hear her. The woman, 
not fatisficd with thisanfwer, cried out to him aloud, To what 
purpofc then arc you emperor ? With which franknefs Adrian 
was k> well pleafed, that, poftponing all other affairs, he heard 
her with great patience, and difmiffed her fully fatisfied u * The 
Roman people demanding one day with great noife in the theatre 
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fomething, which Adrian was no-ways inclined to grant them, 
he ordered the public crier to command filence with the impe- 
rious word T 7cete, Be filent, ufed by Domitian on the like oc- 
canon; but the crier, inftead of obeying him, faid only, The Bears to be 
emperor begs you would be ftlent ; which Adrian was fo far from «^*»*5»- 
refenting, that he commended his prudence, and amply re- € ' 
warded it w . He was courteous and affable towards perfons of Kind to his 
all ranks, converfed familiarly with his friends and vifited them,yr*tWi. 
nay, and his freedmen, when indifpofed, twice or thrice a day, 
comforting them in their ficknefs, and afiifting them with his 
counfels. He frequently entertained them at his table, and 
honoured them with his company at their houfes, without being 
invited, converfing with them more like a private perfon than a 
prince. He refufed them nothing which he thought reafonable 
to grant them, and inriched fome who had never afked him the 
leaft favour x 5 but at the fame time gave ear to flanderers, and But gives 
believed every tale that was whifpered againft them 5 whence ear toft «n- 
all thofe whom he had moft favoured and raifed to the higheft dtrtrs. 
honours, were in the end difgraced, treated by him as enemies, 
and either put to death or banifliedy. His liberality knew no His libera- 
bounds ; he allotted large fums for the maintenance of poor lity % 
children of both fexes, and in that excelled evenTrajan. Upon 
fuch of the fenators as were, by misfortunes, reduced to po- 
verty, he fettled pennons fuitable to their rank, and the number 
of their children. Among the populace he diftributed yearly an 
immenfe quantity of corn, made large prefents to fuch of the 
knights as were not able to fupport their dignity, and fupplied 
all thofe whom he appointed governors of provinces, or com- 
manders of armies, with horfes, mules, cloaths, and money to 
defray the charges of their journey. During the feaft of Saturn y 
he ufed to fend prefents to his friends, laying hold of that oppor- 
tunity to reward them for their fidelity and attachment to his 
perfon. His prefents to kings and princes always exceeded thofe 
which they had fent him. Such of the public profeflbrs as were 
no longer able to difcharge their office as they ought, he dif- 
miued with marks of honour and handfome allowances. As he 
fpent moft part of his reign in vifiting the provinces of the em- 
pire, he left every- where marks of a magnificence truly great 
and princely z . He is faid never to have feized unjuftly any 
man's property a ; neither would he ever receive legacies left 
him by perfons who were not known to him, or by fuch of hia 
ft iends as had children b . He flicwed on all occalions a high 
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refped for the fenate, confuls, and other magiftrates, tranfaffc. 
ing nothing without their advice. He fcarce ever failed aflifting 
at their aflcmblies, when he was either at or near Ro?nc 9 and 
ufually waited on the confuls to their houfes. He would not 
fuffer the Roman knights to fit as judges in the caufe of a fena- 
tor, tho* that had been cuftomary when the caufe was pleaded 
before the emperor in perfon ; neither would he allow of any 
appeals from the fenate to him c . He ad mini fte red juftice with 
great impartiality, following therein the advice of P. Jubentius 
Celfus, Salvizis Julianus, and Neratius Prifcus? all three men 
of great probity, and the beft civilians in Rome. He narrowly 
inquired into the conduct and behaviour of his miniflers, dis- 
charging them when guilty of the leaft injuftice or mifdemeanor. 
He allowed his freedmen no power ; and fuch as pretended to 
have any, in order to gain by that means credit or wealth, 
he punifhed with the utmoft feverity. Obferving one day 
from his window one of his freedmen walking between two 
fenators, he fent one of his attendants to give him a box on 
the ear, and tell him, that it did not become him to walk 
between two perfons, to whom he might one day be a fiave* 1 . 
He was an enemy to all pomp and parade ; whence he would 
never fuffer the fenators to attend him but upon bufinefs. 
He ufually returned from the fenate inafedan, that the fenators 
might be difpenfed from accompanying him to the palace- His 
medals are all very plain, without the ufual titles of emperor^ 
high pontiff* father of his country^ &c. He would not fuffer 
his name to be put upon any of the ftately buildings which he 
crefted, except upon the temple which he built in honour of 
'Trajan j but at the fame time was pleafed that feveral aquedufla 
and cities mould bear his name c . Out of Rome he laid quite 
afide the port and majefty of an emperor; in his garb and drefs 
he little varied from a common foldier; his diet was fuch as 
chance prefented ; he ufually marched on foot, with his head 
bare, making no diftin&ion between the frozen mountains of 
the Alps^ and the fcorching deferts of ylfrica ; he vifited the 
foldiers in perfon when fick, took particular care of their pro- 
vifions, made them prefents, £srV. but at the fame time put down 
the ufe of arbours, fhady walks, bowers, £sfr. banifhing from 
the camp whatever feemed in theleaft to encourage luxury and 
idlenefs. He was acquainted with every foldier in the army, 
knew his age, remembered his exploits, if he had performed 
any, &c. He preferred none but men of courage, ftrength, 
and good characters, faying, Such as the oificers are, fuch will 
the foldicrs foon be. By this means he revived and rcftored the 
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ancient military difcipline, which, by the negligence of many 
princes, had been decaying ever fince the time of Augujius f . 
He is generally blamed by the ancients as too inquifitivc, and Hisvias, 
prying into every one's fecrets, tho' they no-ways concerned 
him ; as addicted to the moft infamous pleafures, and abandoned 
to all manner of fuperflition ; which was the chief caufe of his 
perfecuting the chriirians, whom he looked upon as enemies to 
the idolatrous worfhip of his go ds ? . He took great delight in 
hunting, and is faid to have killed bears, lions, and other wild 
beafts, with his own hand- He founded a town in Mccjia^ 
which he called Adrianotbera, that is, Adrian 's cbace 7 becaufe 
he had killed a bear there. He loved his hunting-horfes and 
dogs to fuch a degree, that he built them tombs, and wrote 
himfelf their epitaphs' 1 . He was the firft emperor, as Spartian 
obferves who let his beard grow, to cover fome fears, which 
disfigured that part of his face- He married, as we have re- 
lated above, Julia Sabina, grand daughter to Marciana, *Tra- D;fli£ es fo 9 
jan's lifter ; but treated her more like a Have than a wife, and | u j^ a 
often declared, that, had he been a private perfon, he would Sabina. 
have divorced her- However he fuffered her to be honoured 
with the tittle of Augufta, when he took that of the father of bis 
country*. He is thought in the end to have poifoned her, be- 
ing no longer able to bear with her haughty and imperious tem- 
per- She feems to have been a woman of a very indifferent 
character ; for me is faid to have publicly bragged of her having 
prevented Adrian from having any children by her, and by that 
means faved the world from utter deftru&ion ] - Having thus 
premiled a fuccind account of the virtues and vices of Adrian* 
we fhall now proceed to the hiftory of his reign, according to 
the order of time. Having caufed himfelf to be declared em- 
peror on the eleventh of Auguft of the year 1 17, he immediate- 
ly wrote to the fenate, excufing his having afltimed that title 
without their confent and authority, alledging, that he had 
been forced to it by the foldiery. He begged they would con- 
firm the title, without conferring other honours upon him till 
hedeferved them. In the fame letter he folemnly promifed ne- 
ver to put any fen a tor to death, nor to t ran fact any affair of 
confequence without their counfel and advice m . He doubled 
the donative given by other emperors to the foldiery, and ap- 
pointed Tatianusj or Attianus, formerly his guardian, with 
Similisj captains of the praetorian guards. Si mi /is was a man 

f Idem, p. 5. Dro. p. jgo — 792. c Dro. & Spart. ibid. 
Ammian. 1. xxv. Hier. chron. Tertul. apol. c. 5. k Spaiit- 
p. 12, 13. Dio. p. 7qz. 1 Idem ibid. k Euseb. chron, 
Oros. 1. vii. c. 13. j Vict. epic. 01 Dio. 1. Lxix. p. 788. 
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of great probity, moderation, and prudence, and had diftin- 
guiflhed himfelf in quality of centurion under Trajan, who 
had a particular value for him. As it was much againft his will 
that he accepted the command conferred upon him by Adrian, 
he refigned it three years after, withdrew into the country, and 
there fpent in retirement the {even remaining years of his life. 
A little before he died, he compofed his own epitaph, import- 
ing, that he had been feventy-fix years upon the earth, but 
lived only feven n . Tatianus was a man of a quite different 
character; for he advifed Adrian, upon his acceflion to the em- 
pire, to put feveral perfons to death 3 and was thought to have 
been the chief author of the murders, which that prince com- 
mitted about two years after °. Adrian had no fooner taken 
pofleflion of the empire, than he deprived the brave Lu/ius 
Quietus, who had ferved with great credit under Trajan, of 
the command of his countrymen the Moors, fufpe&ing him as 
if he afpired at the empire. As to the conquefts made by his 
predeceflbr, he refolved to abandon them all; and accordingly 
withdrew his troops from Annenia, Mefopotamia and AJfyria; 
fo that the Euphrates became anew the boundary of the Roman 
empire. He allowed the Armenians to chufe themfelves a 
king; and as the Parthians were difTatisfied with Partbamaf- 
pates, whom Trajan had raifed to the throne, he appointed him 
king of fome neighbouring nation, and fuffered the Parthians 
to recal Cofrhoes, whom Trajan had driven out two years be- 
fore p. He was likewife determined to abandon Dacia ; but 
his friends prevailed upon him to keep a province, in which 
fuch numbers of Roman citizens had fettled. However, he 
ordered the arches of the famous bridge built by Trajan over 
the Danube to be broken down, fearing the barbarians might 
make themfelves matters of it, and invade the Roman territo- 
ries Adrian, having giving the neceflary orders for main- 
taining the tranquillity of the eaft, and appointed Catilius Se- 
ver us governor of Syria, left Antioch, and fct out for Rome, 
which he did not reach till the next year r . Epiphanius tells 
us, that before he left the eaft, he went into Egypt ; and that 
pafling by Jerufalem forty-feven years after it had been taken 
by Titus, on that occafion he refolved to rebuild it; which de- 
fign, however, he did not put in execution before the latter end 
of his reign 

"Spart. cum not. Salmaf. p. ig. Dto. p. 796. 0 Spart. 
& Dick ibid, p Spart. p. 10. Dio. 1. lxviii.p. 776. < Eutrop. 
in Adrian. & Dio. ibid. [ Spart. p. 3. • Epipiian. menf. 
c. 14. 
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The following year, Adrian entered upon his fecond con- 
fulfhip, having been named to that dignity by Trajan before he 
died, together with Fufcus Salinator, who had married the 
daughter of Servianus, Adrians niece K This year Adrian Hearrives 
returned to Rome* where he was received by all ranks of men at Rome ; 
with extraordinary 'demonftrations of joy; but he could by no refufes 
means be prevailed upon to accept the triumph, which had been tfoe * r *' 
prepared for Trajan, and was by the fenate decreed for him. U ™f£ £ m 
At his motion that honour was conferred upon the image of , fhg - 
Trajan, which Adrian himfelf feems to have carried u . Soon £ ate J 
after his entrance into the city, he remitted to the inhabitants of 
Rome and Italy all debts, without reftridrion, due from them to R'mark- 
the exchequer, and to particular perfons in the provinces what was *™ zn ~ 
owing by them for the Iaft fixteen years, burning in Trajan's ^" C "°f 
new fquare all the bonds and regifters relating to thofe debts, in r Jcf e " e ~ 
order to fecure every one againft fuch claims. The Aim, which 
he forgave on this occaflon, amounted to feven millions of our 
money and upwards. No wonder therefore, that fuch a gene- 
rous adtion is fo much extolled by the hiftorians of thofe times, 
and mentioned in moft of the inferiptions and medals of this 
and the following year. On one of the medals which has reached 
our times, Adrian is reprefented with a torch in his hand, fet- 
ting fire to the bonds, with this legend, He inricbes the ivhole 
world w . Beftdes, he leffened the taxes both at Rome and in the 
provinces, and eafed the cities of the great burden which had 
been laid upon them by Trajan, of fupplying fuch as travelled 
for the fervice of the public with horfes, chariots, and carriages, 
which was thenceforth done at the charge of the emperor x . 

The following year, Adrian was conful the third time; but 
refigned the fafces after four months, and never after refumed 
them. He had for his collegue one Rufticus, of whom we find 
no further mention. This year the Sarmatians and the Roxo- The Sar- 
lani, whofe country bordered on the Pains Ma?oti$ y invaded matians 
Illyricurn ; which obliged Adrian to leave Rome and haften into at *d Rox- 
Mcejia, where he defeated the barbarians upon their return from olani ^e- 
Illyricum. Thofe who efcaped faved themfelves by fwimming^'^^ 
crofs the Danube, and foon after fent embafiadors to Adrian^ 
who granted them honourable terms, and by that means put a 
fpeedy end to the war. They afterwards quarrelled with one 
another, and chofe Adrian for their umpire, who compofed their 
differences to the general fatisfaclion of both parties. Having 
thus both terrified the barbarians and at the fame time gained 
their affe&ions, he appoined Martins Turbo 9 whom he had re- 

1 Jdat. Casstodor. Onuph. in fad. 11 Start, p. 3. 
f Spanh.I.ix. p. 81 1, 815. * Spart. p. \ j. 

called 
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called from Mauritania , governor of Fannoma and Dacia y 
and led his army into Illyricum \ whence he wrote to the fenate, 
complaining of Cornelius P alma * L. Publius C elf us, Domitius 
Nigrinus 9 and Lufius Quietus, as if they had formed a confpi- 
racy againft him. They were all confulars, men of extraordi- 
nary parts, and had been greatly efteemed and beloved by Tra- 
jan ; but neverthelefs the fenate, out of complaifance to the 
emperor, ordered them to be immediately put to death, without 
Four con- f Q much as acquainting them that they had been accufed. As 
Jular s put no one believed them guilty of the crime laid to their charge, 
to death, death drew upon the emperor the public hatred, who 

thereupon left Illyricum and haftened back to Rome, where he 
publicly declared upon his oath, that they had been executed 
againft his will and without his knowledge ; but was not be- 
lieved, fays Dion Cajfius, by thofe who knew, that Pahna and 
Cclfus had been always his enemies, and that he was jealous of 
Nigrinus and Quietus, who were equally beloved and efteemed 
by the Roman people y. Befides thefe four excellent men, as 
Dion CaJJius ftyles them, feveral other perfons of great merit 
and diftin&ion were accufed and condemned, as privy to the 
fuppofed confpiracy ; which filled the city with dread and terror, 
But Adrian himfelf, having got rid of thofe whom he chiefly 
feared, put a ftop to the cruel and unjuft proceedings of the fe- 
nate, by an edicft, forbidding any one to be accufed or tried 
upon the law of majefty. He was defirous of having Tatianm, 
formerly his guardian, and now captain of the praetorian 
guards, put to death; for he was a man of a haughty and im- 
perious temper, and afliimed greater power and authority, than 
the emperor was willing to grant him; but neverthelefs Adrian, 
not thinking it advifeable to fpill more blood, difl'embled his ha- 
tred for the prefent, and prevailed upon Tatianus to refign his 
command, by offering him a place in the fenate, and the con- 
fular ornaments, which he readily accepted. Martius Turbo, 
governor of Pannonia and Dacia, and one of the beft officers 
of .his age, was put in his room, as was Septicius Clarus in the 
room of Shrills, who this year refigned of his own accord, 
and retired from the city Towards the end of the year the 
emperor went into Campania, where he relieved with great ge- 
nerofity the poor inhabitants of all the cities through which he 

paflVd. . . . 

The next confui.< were Z. Catilius Severus, whom Mm* 
had appointed governor of Syria three years before, and Tttm 
Jure/ins Fulrus, who fucceeded Adrian in the empire, ana 

v Dio. I. \xix p. 35 Idem. p. 795, 796. Start. p. 7- § 

is 
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is commonly known by the name of Antoninus Pii<s*. This Adrian re- 
year Adrian, who ufcd to fay, that an emperor ought to imi~ Mycs to 
tate the fun, who illuminates not one place, but all the corners * 'fit all 
and regions of the earth, began his progrefs, with a defign to l"*™~ f 
viiit in perfon all the provinces of the empire, and examine the ^ € J^; rg - 
ftate of each country fubjed to Rome, that he might not be ob- * l * 
li^ed to depend intirelv upon the accounts tranfmittcd to him by 
hTs minifters and governors- Thus he employed almoft the 
whole remainder of his reign, that is, near feventeen years. 
From feveral antient coins we learn, that he vifited the follow- 
ing countries, Gaul, Spain, Germany, Mauritania, Africa, 
Libya, Sicily, Achaia or Greece, Eubcea, Macedonia, £gypt, 
and the city of Alexandria, Pale/line, Arabia, Syria, Ciiicia? 
Pamphylia, Lvcia, Cappadocia, Pbrygia, Afm, Bithynia, 
Thrace, Ma?fta, and Dalmatia b . No mention is made on 
any of the medals, which have reached us of Britain, Arme- 
nia, or Dacia; which provinces, it is certain, he vifited, as 
we fhall relate anon. He began his progre(s with Gaul, where he He goes in- 
viewed all the chief cities and Roman forts, and fignalized him- to Gaul, 
felf by extraordinary bounties, relieving with great generofity and thence 
the poor inhabitants in all the places through which he pafTed. into Ger- 
From Gaul he went into Germany, where lay the flower of the many. 
Roman troops ; and therefore he fpent fome time there, in or- 
der to revive and eftablifli among them the antient military dis- 
cipline; for he did not leave Germany till the beginning of the 
following year, when Annius Verus, grandfather to the empe- 
ror Marcus Aurelius, and Augur, or, as he is called in the 
Alexandrian chronicle, Augurinus, were confuls. During their Croffes 
confulate, Adrian, leaving Germany, returned to Gaul, and Qever ZNt0 
from thence patted over into Britain, where he is faid to have Britain, 
reformed many abufes c . The greateft part of the tfland was, 
when hp arrived in Britain, fubjecT: to Rome, but the northern 
nations had, upon the departure of Agricola, revolted, and re- 
covered their antient liberty. Adrian did not think it advife- 
able, nor worth his while, to make war upon them, and reduce 
them anew; but, in order to fecure the countries belonging to 
the Romans againft the incurfions of the warlike Caledonians, he 
caufed a mighty wall to be built, extending from the river Eden His wall 
in Cumberland, to the Tine m Northumberland, eighty miles in there* 
length d . In other countries too, where the barbarians were 
not feparated from the Romans by rivers, he ordered walls to be 
made of earth, fays S parti an c , which were ftrengthened with 

3 Onvph. infalt. p. 220. b Bi r ac. p. 175, 177. c SrART. 
P- 6. d Idem ibid. Ussrr. Brican ccclef. antiq. p. ioz± % Dub- 
kn. 1635. * idem ibid. 
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(harp flakes driven deep into the ground. In Britain he dis- 
graced and difcharged his fecretary Suetonius Tranquillus, no 
doubt the hiftorian, and Septicius Clarus, captain of the prx- 
torian guards, for their difrefpe&ful behaviour towards the em- 
He returns prefs Sabina f . Having fettled the affairs of Britain, he returned 
to Gaul, to Gaul, and built at Nifme a magnificent palace, in honour of 

Plotina, T rajah's widow- No remains of this ftatel edifice, 
or bafilic, as Spartian calls it, are now to be feen ; but the an- 
tiquaries take the magnificent amphitheatre, which the inhabi- 
tants calls les Arenes, the Pont du gard, and feveral other an- 
tient buildings, which are Hill to be feen in that city, to have 
And thence been raifed by Adrian, or by his fuccefTor Antoninus s. From 
goes into Q au [ Adrian went into Spain, and puffed the winter at Tar- 
Spain. rac09 nQW Tarragona, where he rebuilt the temple of Augujlus 

founded by Tiberius, and held a general affembly of the ftates of 
Spain, in order to compofe the differences which reigned 
amongft them, about the rarfing of levies to recruit the Roman 
Where he armies. At Tarraco he narrowly efcaped being killej by a 
is in dan- flave, who, while the emperor was walking in his matter's 
ger of be- garden, aflaulted him with a drawn fword. Adrian, clofing 
ing ajaffi- w ith him, feized him, and delivered him to the guards, who 
nated. were haftening to his affiftance j but afterwards, finding the 

flave was diftrafted in his fenfes, he committed him to the care 
of the phyficians, and took no farther notice of the attempt. 
Adrian did not vifit the city of Italica, whence his family ori- 
ginally came; but diftinguifhed it with many privileges h . Gel* 
lius quotes a difcourfe made by the emperor in the fenate in fa- 
vour of Italica, TJtica, and other free cities, demanding the 
rights and privileges of colonies, tho* Adrian himfelf thought 
the condition of free cities preferable to that of the colonies 1 . 
Returns to From Spain the emperor returned to Rome in the month of 
Rome. April, as appears from an antient infeription, Acilius Aviola 

and Cornelius Pan/a being then confute* but he did not flay 
there long ; for either in the end of this, or the beginning of 
the following, year, when Quintus Arrius Pestinus and 
Cains Ventidius Apronianus were confuls, he was, according to 
Goes to A- St. Jerom, and Eufebius k , at Athens. During his ftay in that 
thens, and city, the Ctpbifits happening to break over its banks, and lay 
from under water great part of the city of Ehufina, he caufed a 
thence into bridge to be built over that river, and provided againft its over- 
tbecaft, flowing for the future From Athens he paffed into the eait, 

where he apprehended a war with the Parthians ; but prevented 
it by a conference, with whom hiftory does not inform us; 

f Idemibid. b Vide Sal mas. in Spart. p. 23. h Idem, p- 
6. Sc Dio. p. 792. 4 Aul. Gr.LL. 1. xvi. c. 13. k Bca*«« 

chron. p. 2ii« 1 Hie a. in citron. ^ 
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but it was in all likelihood with Cofrhoes king of the Parthi 
The fallowing year, Manius Acilius Glabrio and Cuius Belli- Vijit* ft* 
tins Tor qua t us being confuls, Adrian returned from the eaft feral pro- 
through Jfia 9 and vifited Cilicia, Lycia^ Pamphylia, Cappa- <u/wtw » aa 

Bithynia, and Phrygia, ordering temples, fquares, and t u JT €5 e ^ g 
other edifices, to be built at his expence, in moft of the chief T/T^ r ** 
cities of thofe provinces, efpecially in Nicomedia, Nica:a 9 and C11S * 
Cyzicus. He likewife vifited the iflands of the Archipelago, 
and arrived in the beginning of the following year, P. Cornelius- 
Scipio Aftaticus and V »ttius Aqnilhms being confuls, in Acbaia 9 
and pafled the remaining part of the winter at Athens, where 
he was initiated in the rices of Ceres and Proferpine, called the 
Eleuftnian myjleries, following therein the example of Hercules 
and Philip king of Macedon* From Athens, after he had pre- y;c n gj c j 
fided there at the public games, and beftowed innumerable fa- \y f ani t re 
vours upon the Athenians, he failed to Sicily, where he was turns to 
led by his curiofity to vifit the top of mount AZtna, in order Rome, 
to view from thence the rifmg fun, believed to exhibit there all 
the colours of the rain-bow. From Sicily he returned to Rome 
in the beginning of the following year, when Annius Verus* 
grandfather to the emperor Marcus Aurelins, was the third 
time confu!, with L. Varius Ambibulus w . The two next years, 
the eleventh and twelfth of Adrian's reign, and 127. and 128- 
of the chriftian dera, are quite barren of events. The confuls 
were Titianus and Gallicanus, Torquatus Afprenas and Annius 
Libo x . The following year, P. Juventius Celfus and J§>. Ju- 
lius Balbus Marcellas being confuls, the cities of Nicomcdia, R s huild$ 
Cafarea, and Nicca in Bitbynia, were almoft intirely over- ™/ 
turned by an earthquake ; hut rebuilt at the expence of the em- cities at hi 
peror, who was thence ftyled the Rejlorcr of Bithynia, as ap- own <*- 
pears from fome medals >\ In the beginning of this year, Adri- pence, 
an was frill at Rome ; for on the third of Alarch he propofed 
fome difficulties touching inheritances, which were refolved by 
a decree of the fena:e, dated the fourteenth of the fame month 
But foon after he Tet out agu'n on a new progrtfs, pafling firft Crowes 
into Africa ; where, upon his arrival, it rained, after a five over into 
years drought, which, together with the many favours he be- Africa, 
flowed upon the inhabitants of that province (for he left every- whence hi 
Where fignal marks of his liberality and good-nature), gained rttmm»H 
him the aflvdttons of all ranks of men. From Africa he re- Ro «**' 
turned to Rome, and there caufed the obfecjuies of Plotind&to 
whom he was indebted for the empire, to ue performed . with, % 

xv Noil is. epitl. conful p. 7^ Pto. 1. lxix. p. 797. * to at. 
Onuph &c. in fait Y Eusiid in chron p. ziu Biuag. p. izy. 
* Digeft. v. c. 3 1. xx. Nor is. epilt. conful. p. 4.21. 
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Plotina the utmoft pomp and magnificence. She died either while 
dies, and is Adrian was in Africa , or foon after his return from thence. 
ranked He bewailed her with many tears, appeared for nine days in 
mmjng the jeep mourning, compofed verfes in her praife, and caufed her 
gods. tQ ^ e ranked among the gods a . 

The next confuls were Fa b i us Catui 'Units and M. Flavius 
The temp Is -^P er -> during whofe administration a temple was built ztRome 3 
of Venus *rx honour of that city and of the goddefs Venus y which was 
WRome. called the Temple of Rome, and the Temple of the fortune of 

Rome \ On account of this temple Adrian changed the an- 
tient name of the feafl, which was yearly kept on the twenty- 
firft of April for the foundation of Rome, calling it Romana 9 
in (lead of Palilia c . This temple was one of the wonders 
which the emperor Con/rant ius chiefly admired when he came 
to Rome d . It was afterwards confumed by accidental fire, and 
rebuilt by Maxentius c . When the fabric was ended, Adrian 
fent the plan of it to the famous architect Apollodorus ; which 
was tacitly telling him, that he was not the only great architect 
in the world : and this was what the emperor meant by fending 
the plan after the building was accompliflied ; for though he 
himfelfhad employed him, yet he bore him a private grudge, on 
account of his having checked him with great acrimony, for 
pretending, in Trajan's time, to give his opinion concerning 
Apollodo- certain buildings. Jpollodorus, who was no flatterer, after 
rus finds having viewed the plan, defired thofe who brought it, to tell 
fault with the emperor from him, that the fabric was. too low for the place 
//, <whith \ n which it ftood ; and, on the contrary, the ftatues of Rome 
<*fi* him an d y cnus too ta i] . tne arcn itecl:, added he pleafantly, has taken 
his life* care ^ tnat goddejfeg fh a u not rife, nor walk out. Adrian 

was fo offended at the freedom of this anfwer, that though he 
had defired Apollodorus to acquaint him with his fentiments 
concerning the building, yet he banimed him, and foon after, 
under fomc pretence or other, caufed him to be put to death** 
Adrian r*- ^ n tne beginning of the fu miner, Adrian fet out from Rome* 
turns to with a defign to vifit anew the provinces of the eaft ; and, 
Afia, pafling through Athens , purfued his journey to Afia y where he 

confecrated feveral temples. In Cappadocia he purchafed a great 
number of (laves for the fervile offices of the camp. To Cof- 
rfjoeshc fent back his daughter, who had been taken prifonerby 
Trajan, and promifed to re (lore to him his golden throne; but 
never performed his promife. He invited to a conference all 
tlie neighbouring kings, and many of them complied with the 
invitation, viz. Malajfcs king of the Lazi 9 Rejinagas king ol 

h»Jt* * P' < 02 * b Ammiam. 1. xvi. c Ai'HFN, I. viii 
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the Abafgi) Spadagrs king of the Sauni or Sauniges, Staqutm- 
fan king of the Zydretee. The territories of thefe princes lay 
partly eaft, partly north, of the Euxine fea. Befides thefe, 
leveral other petty kings came to wait upon Adrian^ and were 
by him entertained with great pomp and magnificence, and 
loaded with rich prefents upon their departure. The Ba&rian 
princes did not come, but fent embaffadors to conclude an alli- 
ance with the people of Rome. The kings of Albania and 
Iberia neither fent embaHadors, nor came in perfon ; which 
they repented when they underftood how the others had been 
received and entertained f . In Syria he went up to the top of 
mount Caftus in the neighbourhood of Antioch, to obferve from 
thence the rifing fun, and to offer a facrifice to Jupiter, who 
was worshipped upon that mountain j but he was there over- 
taken by a violent ftorm of thunder and lightning, which fell 
both upon the prieft and the victim e. From Syria he pafled 
into Pale/line and Arabia, and from thence into Egypt h . It is He <vijits . 
obferved in the Alexandrian chronicle, that the famous coloflus Paleftine, 
of Rhodes fhook this year, the fourteenth of Adrian's reign, Arabia, 
for the flrft time *. and E- 

The next year Servzus Oftavius Lamas Pontianus and M. gypt- 
Antoninus Rufinus were confuls. During their adminiftration, 
Salvius Julianus, one of the moft learned civilians of his age, 
compiled, by the emperor's command, the perpetual edi<5r y 
containing all the laws which had been yearly publiflied by the 
pnetors in their edicts. This collection was called the edi&um q^ g 
perpetwim, becaufe it was to continue in force for ever, to be as e dj& uin 
a body of ftanding laws, to prevent the great confufion occa- p er petu- 
fioned by the new edidts, and to ferve as a guide and rule in the uni . 
adminiftration of juftice throughout the whole empire k . Adrian 
continued in Egypt all this and the fol lowing yea r, when Augu- 
rtttus and Sergianus were confuls. At Pelufium he vifited the 
tomb of Pompey the Great \ and finding it almoft in ti rely de- 
moiifhed, he ordered it to be repaired at his own expence and 
performed the ufual ceremonies in honour of the deceafed hero. 
He diflilced the fickle, turbulent, and fatirical, temper of the He dijlikes 
Egyptians j efpecially of the Alexandrians. In a letter which the fatiri- 
he wrote to Serv ianus his brother-in-law, he tells him, that the cal temper 
ChriJiiatiSy Sarmatians, and Jews, of that country, were always °f 
ready to change their religion, becaufc they all adored one and Alexan- 
dre fame god, their own intereft ; and adds, that they all iuper- drians - 

f Spart. p. 27. Arm an*, in perip. Pont p. 7. 8 Spart, 
p. 7. * piQ. p. 792. i Chron. Alcxand. p. 598. k Vide 
VouuRc. hill. Roman, Germanic, tit. i. p. 401. Francofurt. 1645. 
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ftitioufly obferved the motion and afpccls of the ftars, and pre- 
tended to be fkilled in divination m . He fpealcs of a patriarch, 
who now- and- then v id ted Egypt? meaning, no doubt, the pa- 
triarch of the yews He concludes with this observation, 
that at Alexandria no one was fuffered to be idle ; infomuch, 
that even thole- who were blind followed fome profeflion 0 . That 
city had, itfeems, forfeited many of its antient privileges, pro- 
bably on account of fome fedition ; for St. jferom tells us, that 
it was almoft intirely ruined by tha Romans p ; but Adrian not 
only repaired both the public and private buildings, and reftored 
to the inhabitants their former privileges, but heaped new fa- 
vours upon them ; for which they returned him folemn thanks, 
and conferred upon him what honours they could. But this 
fenfe of gratitude was not in them long-lived ; for he no fooner 
left their city, than they publifhed moft bitter and virulent 
lampoons a gain ft him and his favourites. In the palace at Alex- 
and?'ia 9 which took up the third part of the city, one quarter 
was confecrated to the mufes and fciences, and thence called 
the Alujeunu There were lodged and entertained, at the ex- 
pence of the public, msn of learning, divided into feveral com- 
panies or colleges, according to the different fciences and feels 
which they profcflcd. They were all under one head, who 
was named by the emperor, and honoured with the title of 
-pontiff. This inftitution is generally afcribed to Ptolemy Phila- 
delpbus king of Egypt^ who placed there his famous library. 
The emperor Claudius to the antient mufeum added a new one, 
with large revenues. In the mufeum were always perfons emi- 
nent in all the branches of literature, and it was by the learned 
deemed a great honour to be admitted into this fociety, or, as 
it is fome times expreiFed, to this table. This diftin&ion Adrian 
granted to Dlonyfius the fophifr, whom he greatly eftecmed, 
and to an Egyptian poet named Pancrates *. Adrian did not 
fail vifiting this place, and converfing with the moft eminent 
men of that learned fociety : he examined them, and fuffered 
himfelf to be by them examined, afking them many quefiions, 
and anfwering thofe which they propofed to him r . The em- 
peror Caracalla fupprefled this fociety in the year 216 8 > but it 
was afterwards re-eftablifhed, and fubfifted till the civil wars in 
the time of AurcUan^ when that quarter, named Brucbium^ 
was utterly demoliftied 1 j infomuch, that about the latter end 

m Vopisc. vir. Sat. p. 245. "Vide Pears deTgnat. c. 3. & 
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Uvi. Sc xxvi. r Spakt. p. io. 9 Diq. ibid. p. 873 **Ammian. 
1. xxii, 

of 



Chap. 21. The Roman Hijlory'. 

of the fourth century, it was quite deferred, and at fome diftance 
from the city u . Adrian from Egypt palled into Libya Cyrenaica, He pnjfe* 
where he killed (for he took great pleafure in hunting) a lion of*** 0 Libya 
a monftrous fiz?, which had committed great ravages in that Cy renai ~ 
country, and even unpeopled fome parts of it w . What moft ca " 
of all rendered Adrian's journey into Egypt remarkable, was The death 
the death of Antinous, a beautiful youth, greatly beloved by a of Ami- 
prince addicted to the moft unnatural pleafures. He fell acci- nous,/^- 
dentaily into the Ni/e, as he was failing on that river with the P°fi^ t0 
emperor, and was drowned. This is the account which Adrian haeve been 
himfelf gave of his death. But Dion CaJJius afTures us, that 
the emperor, who had applied himfelf to the ftudy of magic, y 
being, by the falfe and execrable principles of that art, mifled into 
a belief, that he fhould prolong his life by facrificing a human 
vidtim to the infernal gods, was obliged to accept of the tender 
which Antinous made him of his life, all the reft preferring their 
own fafety to the emperor's. Adrian would by choice have 
rather facrificed his deareft friends, than his beloved catamite ; 
but as no conftraint was to be ufed, and none of them cared to> 
prolong the emperor's life at the expence of their own, the 
offer of Antincus was accepted, and he facrificed x . Be that as 
it will, the emperor bewailed him, fays Spar ti 'an v , with all the 
tendernefs and weaknefs of a woman lamenting the death of 
herhulband. To allay in fome meafure his grief, he defired H e i sran &_ 
the Greeks to rank him amongft the gods ; which they did ac- e J among- ' 
cordingly : fo that in a fhort time all theeaftern provinces were the gods. 
filled with ftacues, temples, and chapels, confecrated to this 
new divinity. At Mantinea in Arcadia a magnificent temple 
was ere&ed to him by Adrian, folemn fports inftituted, and 
priefts appointed to offer victims in honour of the deified pa- 
thic \ It was even pretended, that he uttered oraclea ; but 
his anfwers were commonly thought to have been compofed by 
Adrian \ The aftroiogers, having difcovered, or pretended to 
difcover, a new ftar, gave out, that it was Antinous b . The 
deifying of Antinous y and the facrilegioua worfhippaid him, was 
majeure of by the chriftian writers as an argument to impugn the 
divinity of the other gods, who were more antienr, but had no 
better claim to their godhead, than the infamous Antinous, and 
to expofc the pagan religion. This argument we find wonder- 
fully handled by Jujiin the martyr, who was converted about 
this time to the chriftian religion, and likewife by Hegcftppus, 
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Athaiagoras* Tertian* Theophilus of Antioch, Tertullian* Cle- 
ment of Alexandria, and Origen. Adrian caufed the body of 
Antinons to be buried with the utmoft magnificence, built a 
city in that place, and changed his tomb into a temple, where 
he was faid to work miracles c ; which we find expofed and ridi- 
culed by the pagans themfelves. 
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returns to fuls, Adrian left Egypt* and returned to Syr/a, where he parted 
Syria. this and the following year, and honoured Servianus his brother- 
in-law with a third confulihip, and gave him C. Vibius Juventim 
Varus for his collegue. While Servianus was conful, the em- 
peror wrote a letter to him, giving him an account of the (fate 
of Egypt* and of Alexandria its metropolis^ At the fame 
time, he fent fome prefents, both to him and his wife Paulina* 
the emperor's fifter, who died foon after. As Adrian conferred 
no extraordinary honours upon her after her death, the Reman 
fenate and people were the more difpleafed with thofe he had 
beftowed upon Antinons c . Early in the fpring, he left Syria, 
in order to return to Italy ; but made a long ftay at dtbens, 
after having vifited Thrace and Macedon. During his ftay at 
Athens* the Jews revolted, provoked chiefly, fays Dion Coffins*, 
at Adrian's fending a Roman colony to Jerufalem ; at his cal- 
ling that city, after the name of his family, /Elia Capitolina* 
and his erecting a temple to Jupiter Capitolinus in the place 
where the ancient temple flood. Spartian tells us, that Adrian 
publifhed an edi£t, forbidding them to be circumcifed ; which 
prompted them to take up arms, and attempt the recovery of 
their ancient liberty. Be that as it will, Adrian had no fooner 
?fo Jews kf c Syria* than they openly revolted, under the conduct of one 
r* W/. Btn coquebas* whom St. Jerom calls Coquebas and Coquibus* 

but his true name was, as Scaliger informs us, upon the au- 
thority of the rabbies h , Cozeb* that is, Lyar* or Barcezsbas* 
that is, the fan of a lye-* but being afhamed of that name, he 
called himfelf Coquebas* which imports a Jlar* or Barcoquebas 
fignifying the Jon of a Jlar; for to himfelf he applied the pro- 
phecy of the Jlar which was to go forth out of Jacob* and pre- 
tended to be the pi omifed Mefiiah The Jews flocked to him 
from all parts, appointed him their king, and looked upon him 
And com- as the deliverer and reftorer of their nation k . He over-ran all 
mit dread- Judcsa and Syria* committing every-where moft dreadful ra- 
ful ra- vages, and exerting his cruelty chiefly againft the chriftians, 
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whom he put to moft exquifite torments, in order to oblige 
them to blafpheme Chrift, and join him againft the Romans K 
TitimuSy or Tinnius Rufus, who had been formerly governor 
of Thrace, as appears from fome medals m , and commanded at 
that time in Judaa* being reinforced with fome troops, which 
Adrian fent him upon the flrft notice of the revolt, fell upon 
the rebellious Jews? and, without diftin&ion of fex or age, put 
all to the fword who fell into his hands. The yews at flrft durft 
not appear in the open field; but either kept within the ftrong- 
holds which they had feized, or concealed themfelves in caves* 
which for that purpofe they had dug to an incredible depth, Tal- 
lying from thence, and often furprifing the Romans with great 
fiaughter. However, Adrian feemed to defpife them, till be- 
ing joined by an infinite number of yews from moft provinces 
of the empire, and by many others who were not of that reli- 
gion, but hoped to inrich themfelves with plunder, they became 
formidable. Then the emperor, fearing a general infurre&ion, Julius 
difpatched an exprefs to yulius Severus, governor of Britain^ Severus 
and the greateft commander of his time, ordering him to leave g™* r ? or m 
that ifland, and haften into Palejline, to take upon him the Cf™*" 1 * 
command of the Roman army there. Severus, upon his ar- **; n *~ 
rival, did not think it advifeable to venture an engagement, the *£ cx £ 
fetvs being very numerous, and fighting, as he oblerved in fome 
(kirmiihes, like men in defpair. He therefore contented himfelf 
with intercepting their provifions, ftraitening their quarters, and 
cutting off the parties which they fent out to forage. By this 
means he did not doubt, but he (hould reduce them at laft to 
fubmit without any confiderable lofs on his fide n . Tinnius Ru- 
fus commanded under him; for to him chiefly is afcribed, by St. 
y<T0///and Eufebius, the glory of having intirely reduced the re- 
bels \ The jews made themfelves matters of JerufaUm % after The Jews 
having driven out, or rather mafiacred, the Romans who had make 
fettled there by the emperor's orders. But Severus befieged it tbtmfd-vts 
anew, took the place, and laid it in afhes, as we read in St. »™fl"'s of 
Jerom p, Eufebius % Chryfoftom r , and Jppian s , who lived Jcmfalem, 
at this time. If credit is to be given to the tradition of the n ^ ch 'J 
Jnvs, Tur anus' Rufus, or rather Tinnius Rufus, caufed the br J tc & ed 
ground where the temple had flood to be ploughed up; which, ^Xw**/ 
among the Romans, was a mark of the greateft ignominy, and / ut j 
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utter defolation, no one being, according to their laws, allowed 
to build, without an exprefs decree of the fenate, in placet 
where that inaufpicious ceremony had been pei formed r . The 
taking and razing of Jerufalem under Adrian happened, ac- 
cording to St. Jerom u , in the month of Augufty the twentieth 
year of that prince's reign, and 136- of the chriftian ara. The 
Romans were more vigoroufly oppofed by the Jews in Blither 
or Bether, a ftrong city at a fmall diftance from Jerufalem, than 
in any other place. As great numbers of Jews had retired to 
that place, and the fiege lafted a long time, the befi'ged were re- 
duced to the utmoft extremity, for want of provifions. At length, 
moft of them being ftarved to death, and the reft no longer able 
Bether to manage their arms, the place was taken, fays St. Jerom, the 
frfiflv. fameday on which Jerufalemhad been reduced by Nebucbadonofor, 

and the temple burnt by Titus forty -five years before w . The re- 
duction of Bether did not put an end to the war, which was, ac- 
cording to Dion CaJJius, long and troublefome x . It lafted ac- 
cording to the Jewijb tradition, three years and a half, ac- 
cording to St. Jerom z , two or three years, and was ended by 
The Jews & comp]ete yi^ory, which the Romans gained over the Jews, 
utterly de- Barcoque [, as t h s j r l ea der being taken prifoaer a , and, no doubt, 
jauted. pun i{ nec i according to his deferts. In the courfe of this war the 

Romans demoliflied fifty caftles of great flrength, nine hundred 
and eighty-five towns, and killed, in battle, fkirmiilies, and 
fieges, five hundred and eighty thoufand men ; for thofe who 
perifhed by famine, fire, and diftempers, are almoft without 
number b . The Romans too loft many of their beft troops, 
notwithstanding the great caution ufed by Severus and the other 
generals-, infomuch, that Adrian, in the letter which he wrote 
to the fenate acquainting them with the iaft victory, omitted 
the exprefSon ufed by other emperors and commanders, If you 
The Jews a nd your children are well, I and the army are well z .^ Of the 
nvhn out- y c%U s who outlived this fecond general maflacre of their nation, 
Z/W the j ncrcc |ible numbers were fold at the fame price as horfes in afa- 
Jhugkter, mous fai|> caUcd the fair of Terebinthus, or of the Turpentine- 
jMjor free d $ which wjs on that accounC cver after abhorred by the 
/w*n t ^ gt< j erom td , s us? that a grcat f air was ycar l y held at 

the tent of Abraham f , which fome writers take to be the fair 
mentioned here ; for in the valley of Mamre near Hebron, 
where that patriarch pitched his tent, and received the three 
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angels, there was in the fourth century, as Eufebius informs us*, 
a turpentine tree, which the natives of the place pretended to 
have flood there from the beginning of the world. The "Jews* 
who were not fold at the fair of Terebintbus^ were carried to 
Gaza, and there expofed to fale at another fair eftabltfhed by 
Adrian 9 and thence called after his name h . Such as were not 
difpofed of in PaUJline, were tranfported to Egypt ; where they 
periflied either by famine, or were mafiacred by the inhabitants, 
who, as we have often obferved, bore them an irreconcil cable 
hatred l . The Jews were by feveral prcfages forewarned of this 
dreadful calamity, among which the moft remarkable was the 
falling of the fcpulchre of Salo?non y which was held by them in 
i^reat veneration, and fell a little before this war broke out k . 
When the war was ended, Adrian publifhed an cdid, which All Jews 
was confirmed by the fenace, and hung up in all public places, forbidden, 
forbidding all Jews on pain of death, to fet foot in Jerufalem* on P ain °f 
to approach that city, or any place whence it could be feen 1 
St. Jerom m and Tertullian n extend this decree to all Jtubca ; in 
which feems to have been the opinion of the Jews themfelves, J eruiafexn ' 
for in their calendar is marked a faft, inftituted, as is faid there, 
on account of the decree, by which their forefathers were for- 
bidden to fet foot in the land of Jud<ca°. This fail is marked 
on the ninth of their fifth month, called by them Ab y and an- 
fvrering part of our Auguft. But, on the other hand, Clement 
of Alexandria tells us, that he ftudied in Pale/line under one 
who was of Jewijh extraction P; and it is manifrft from Ori- 
gea% that in the third century there vrerejews in Pale/line ; 
and from Epipbanius, that, in the reign of Conflantine, their 
patriarch refidod at Tiberias r . St. Aujlin ■ likewife and St. 
Hilar tus 1 tell us, that they were excluded from Jcrufale?n f 
but not from the other cities of Pale/line. Julian the apoftate, 
out of hatred to the christians, countenanced the Jews \ whence 
in his reign they undertook the rebuilding of their temple. But They are . 
the fucceeding emperors renewed the prohibition of Adrian, after* 
allowing, however, the Jews % upon their paying a confider- wards a l~ 
able fum, to enter, or rather approach, the city once a year; l°™fd *o 
that is, on the day in which it had been deftroved and laid in ™<f' J m ' 
aflics by the Romans «. They were then fufFered to bewail 1 m **" 
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their misfortunes, and to be eye-witneffes, fays St. Jerom*, of 
the accomplifhment of the prophecies. From the Itinerarium 
Burdigalenfe, which is fuppofed to have been written before the 
time of Julian the apoftate, about the year 333, we learn, 
that on this occafion they affembled chiefly in the place where 
the temple had formerly flood, and there performed certain ce- 
remonies altogether idolatrous x . Thus all the attempts of that 
perfidious nation, towards the recovery of their former condi- 
tion, ferved only to heighten and aggravate thofe calamities, 
with which they had been fo often threatened by the prophets, 
and to reduce them to the deplorable ftate in which we now fee 
them, being a crew of contemptible vagabonds difperfed all 
over the world, without king, tepiple, or pontiff ; driven from 
their own country, and not daring to fet foot in it even as paf- 
ferigers and ftrangers. The edi& of Adrian, excluding all 
Jews from jerufalem, extended to fuch of them as had em- 
braced the chriftian religion; fo that they too being obliged to 
quit that city, the church was by that means delivered from the 
fervkude of the law; for, till that time, not only the bifhopsof 
Jerufalem had been chofen frOm among the circumcifed cKrit 
tians, but all the converted Jews joined to the obfervance of 
the gofpel that of the law. When the Jews were banifhed 
Jerufalem, the church began to be compofed only of converted 
Gentiles ; and before the death of Adrian, which happened in 
138, St. Mark, who was one of diem, was appointed bifliop 
of that city, and fucceeded by CaJJianus in the nineteenth year 
of Jntontnus's reign, and 156 of the chriftian 2era b . The 
Jews being thus driven out of Jerufalem, that city began to be 
peopled only by Gentiles, and by another Roman colony , which 
Jerufalem Adrian fent thither after the war. Upon the ruins and afhes 
rebuilt by of the antient city, the emperor built a new one, giving it, 
Adrian, as we have obferved above, the name of Mlla Capitolinus* \ 
and named jjy w hich means the antient name of Jerufalem was for fome 
^EliaCa- g fo ; nt j r ei y forgotten, that a martyr faying, when he was 
pitohna. ^amined at Cafarea in Palejline, that he was a native of > 

fufa'lenl, neither the governor of the province, nor any who 
Were prefent, could conceive what city he meant d . Enfehius, 
■ - -w~^* ban ' a f ms > Hilarius, and other fathers, tell us, that Jerufa- 
^Wmm% m was no more; and truly that which Adrian built, was 
fe.%i^J^«e^difFerent from the antient city, as to its inhabitants and 
. y &i^V^illSina:s, and in fome meafure as to its fituation ; for it cx- 
*m * V " tended more to the north, and took in mount Calvary and our 

w Hi'Eft.ibiaV * Itin. Burdig. p. 43- U Eusi«n. I. i». 
c. 6. U i. VvC- 12. « D10. 1. 1*. p. 793. EutEB. I. iv. c. 0. 
• Euslu Ue pill. t. 1 1 • 

Saviour's 



Chap- 21. The Roman Hiftory. 539 

Saviour's fepulchre; and lefs to the fouth , for about the middle 
of the fourth century, the celebrated mount Sion 9 formerly the 
place where the priefts refided and the doctors of the law, was 
quite uninhabited, cultivated like an open field, and planted 
with citruls, (as had been in exprefs terms foretold by Ifaiah) 
and other greens c . The temple lay in ruins, and the place 
where it flood was covered with a wood. The other quarters of 
jerufalem, which Adrian had not cpmprifed within the pre- 
cincts of his new city, were filled with ruins and thence 
were taken ftones and other materials both for public and pri- 
vate buildings- At the fight of thefe ruins, infinite numbers of 
perfons of all ranks, fays Eufcbius, embraced the chriftian re- 
ligion, feeing evidently fulfilled in them our Saviour's predictions 
touching Jerusalem f . The name of Mlia ftill obtained in the 
time of St. Chryfojiam, and long after, in all the public acts and 
regifters ; but by the chriftians the city was ftill named Jerufar 
km, efpecially after Conjlantine's time. Adrian in his new A theatre 
city erected a theatre and fcveral temples, employing for that andfe<ve- 
purpofe the ftones of the temple and fan&uary of the Jews. ral tern- 
Two ftatues of the emperor, and others of the gods, were P/ es }e ™3ed 
erected in the place where the temple had flood, and over the '* ******* 
gate which led to Bethlehem, one of marble, reprefenting a hog, f// -^* 
to fignify the utter reduction and fervitude of the Jewijh nation P . 

Dion Cajfius, after having defcribed the war which Adrian 
waged with the c Jews y fpeaks of another which broke out about 
the fame time with the Alani or Majfagetes, a people of Sar- <r/ Je Alani 
matia, who, under the conduct of Pharafmanes their king, invade the 
committed dreadful ravages in Media , entered Armenia, and provinces 
penetrated into Cappadocia ; but foon withdrew from thence, of the em- 
wot caring to encounter Plavius A^rianus governor of that pro- pi>'*- 
vince, who was preparing to meet them h . The inftru&ions 
given by Arrian concerning the march of the Roman army 
againft the Alani , and the order to be obferved in the battle, 
which, it was thought* would enfue, have reached our times *• 
The Roman army confided, as appears from thefe inftru&ions, 
of troops from various nations, commanded by one Xenophon* 
who, no doubt, ferved under Arrian governor of the province* 
fince Arrian directs him how he is to conduct himfelf both in 
the march and battle. We have a defcription of the Euxine 
fea by Arrian, probably the governor of Cappadocia, addrefTed 
by way of a letter to Adrian. The author begins his relation 

• Euseb. dcm. cvang. I. vi. c. 13. & I. viii- c. 3. Cy r . cat. 
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with his arrival at Trebizond, where, by the emperor's orders, 
a temple was then building in honour of Mercury. He imbarqued 
at Trcbizcnd, in order to view the eaftern coaits of the Ettxine 
fea; which he did accordingly, vifiting every- where the Raman 
garifons ; obliging the foldiers to perform their military exercifes 
before him; paying them their arrears, &c. and acquainting 
the emperor with the Irate of each garifon +. He failed by the 
mouth of the Phafis^ the waters of which river be obferved 
fwimming a long time, on account of their lightnefs, upon thofe 
of the fea. At the mouth of the Pbajis flood a caftle garifoncd 
by four hundred Roman foldiers, and a town inhabited by fome 
veterans and fea-faring men; which, for the greater fecurityof 
the place, he ftrengthened with a new ditch. He ended hfe 
voyage at SebaJlopolis y the moft diftant city garifoncd by the 
Romans. Of all the barbarous nations, along whofe coafts he 
failed, the Sanni, called by Xenophon the Drill 7, were the moft 
fierce and warlike. They had then no king; and as they had 
formerly paid tribute to the Romans % Arrian, in his letter to 
the emperor, offers either to reduce them anew, or to extir- 
pate the whole nation fc . We are fure he did not extirpate 
them ; for we find them mentioned many ages after ; neither 
are we told that he reduced them. To the account of his voy- 
age along the coafts of the Euxine fea, he adds a defcription of 
the coafts of Ajia> from Byzantium to Trehl%ond 9 and another 
of the country, from Scbaftopolis to the Bofporus Cimmerius, 
and from thence to Byzantium, that the emperor might take 
what meafures he thought proper, in cafe he defigned to concern 
himfclf with the affairs of Bofporus, the king of that country, 
by name GVyf, being juft then dead. From this relation it ap- 
pear?, that at this time a port was forming by the emperor's or- 
ders at Trebizond 1 . 

Adrian, in the mean time, continued at Athens, being 
mightily taken with the cuftoms and learning of the Jthamnu 
He was there admitted to the great rnyfterics of Elcufma, dif- 
ferent from thofe in which he had been initiated fome years be- 
fore, and celebrated, according to Eufcbius m , the fecond year 
of each olympiad; that is, eve rv fourth year. He therefore had 
nor left Athens in the beginning of the nineteenth year of his reign, 
which was the one hundred and thirty-fifth of the chriftian rera, 
and the fecond of the two hundred and twenty-eighth olympiad. 
As he had been created arch on of Athens before he was emperor, 
he aftlimed the habit peculiar to that dignitv, and, with the other 
magiftrates, celebrated the great feftival of Bacchus* diftributing 

•f An. R Ian. perip. pont.Euxin. p. i, 2, 3. 
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on that occafion, 
among the popula 



to Athens, the whole ifland of Cephalenia 0 ; but in an infcrip- *° . 
tion addreffed to Adrian Olympicus^ as he is there called, the Athenians, 
city of Pttle in that ifland ftyles herfelf autonomos, that is, free, 
anil governed by her own laws P. He embelliflied the city of His luiU- 
Athens with many ftately buildings, efpecially with a library of btgs titers 
marvellous ftrudlure. Thefe edifices had been by his orders be- 
gun before, but were finifhed this year, and confecrated by the 
emperor himfelf ^. He likewife finifhed the magnificent temple 
of Jupiter Olympius r , begun, according to Philqftratus % five 
hundred and itxty years before. In this temple he confecrated an 
altar to himfelf, and fuffered the Greeks to build and confecrate 
a temple to him, which they called Panellenian infHtuting 
on this occafion annual fports. Infhort, he embelliflied Athens 
with fr> many noble buildings, that he was looked upon as the 
(ccot\d founder of that city; whence one quarter of it was from 
him called Adrianopolis. Many monuments of his generofity 
towards the Athenians are irill to be feen u - From a decree of 
tliis prince concerning the fale of oil, produced by Ifheler* it 
appears, that at this time all controversies were determined at 
Athens l>y the fenate and people afTemblcd by the magiuVate.% 
with an appeal to the proconful, or to the emperor w . The 
Athenians employed part of the money, with which he pre- 
fented them, in building a city in the ifland of Debs, which thev 

ian'j new Athens and Olympia x . The Athenians of 
Delos are mentioned in an inferiptioh ftill to be feen at Venice 1 ; 
but now remain only fome ruins of this city, as well as of the 
many magnificent buildings, which by the fuperftitious pagans 
were erccled in that ifland z . 

This year, the nineteenth of Adrians reign and the Adrian 
one hundred and thirty-fifth of the chriftjan sera, the em- returns at 
peror left Athens, and returned at length *to Rome, Luper- length to 
ens P ontianus and Rufus A ti Harms being confuls J . Dion Rome. 
GaJJius tells us, that in the fhows which he exhibited foon 
a'ter his arrival, the people preiling him to declare free one 
of the charioteers of the circus, who belonged to a private 
pcrfon, he returned the following anfwer ; It does not become 
the Roman people to beg of their emperor the liberty of one who 

t "Dio.p, 795. Spa nr. p 9. 0 Idem ibid. 'VMeRm\-. 
mfcript. p. 335. s Hier. chron. Whri.er's travel-, p. 4 ;-\ 
Spart. p. 7. 'Dio. ibid. ■ Putins fop. xxv ' Spaim'. 
cum not. Cafnub. p. ?6. u VideWum er p. 42! — 4~r. lv Idem, 
P- 47°- * Euskb. chron p. zi c. >'Grut.P405. < WuEi.ru. 
P. 93. ^c. • Noius cpiit. conf. 
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docs not belong to him, nor the emperor to oblige the perfon to 
whom he belongs to grant him it b . He had not been long in; 
Rome y when embafladors arrived from Vologcfes, probably king 
of Armenia j with complaints again ft Pharafmanes king of Ibe* 
rla, and from the lazyges, a people of Sarmatza, who were', 
defirous to have their antient. treaties with the people of Rome 
confirmed by the emperor. Adrian received them in a very 
obliging manner, conduced them to the fenate, and there reacj 
to them an anfwer, which, at the requeft of the fenate, he 
had compofed before-hand. Pharafmanes came to Rome in 
pcrfbn, with his wife and his fon, to anfwer the complaints of 
Vologefesy bringing with him rich prefents for Adrian^ who rer 
paid them with others far more valuable, and befides prefented 
him with fifty elephants and five hundred chofen men, to ferv.e 
him as a guard; inlarged his dominions; fuffered him to facri? 
fice in the capital : caufed an equeftrian ftatue to be erected to 
him ; and aflifted in perfon at a military exercife performed .by 
him, his fon, and the chief men of his court c . Neverthelefs, 
by a ftrange whim, as we may call it, after fo many prefents 
and fuch extraordinary honours, he introduced into the amphi- 
theatre three hundred criminals to be devoured by the wild 
beafts, or to fight as gladiators, in the embroidered tunics with 
which Pharafmanes had prefented him, as if they had been fit 
only for fuch ufes d . But this, no doubt, happened after the 
departure of the Iberian prince. After Adrian had travelled, 
we may fay, all over the known world, he fell into a lingering 
difeafe, attended with a frequent bleeding at the nofe, which 
the phyficians of thofe days afcribed to his going conftantly with 
bis head uncovered in the greateft colds, heats, ihowers, £sff. 
Thelofs of blood, as he wasftricken in years, was followed by 
a dropfy, from which, as he entertained no hopes of ever re- 
covering, he began to think of a fucceflbr ; when feveral per- 
fons of great merit occurred to him, namely, Servianus^ who 
had married his after, and was now in the ninetieth year of his 
age ; Fufcus the grandfon of Servianus, and his own great ne- 
phew ; 'P let or ins Nepos, his antient and intimate friend ; and 
Terentius Gcntianus, a man greatly beloved and efteemed by 
the fenate. Thefe he judged, among the great men of Rome, 
i he moft capable of the fupreme power 5 but neverthelefs neg- 
le&ing them, nay, conceiving an irreconcileable hatred to them, 
far no other rcafon but becaufe they were equal to the empire, 
contrary to the expiation of all and the advice of his friends, he 
made choice of L. Aurdtus Annius Ceionius Commodus Verus, for 
he is called by ail thefe names*, and Adrian added thofe of Mints 
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and Ca?far. He was fprung from an illuftrrous family, of which we His eh a- 
ihall have occafion to fpeak hereafter; was endowed with many ra&er. 
good qualities ; had the po&c and air of a prince ; was well verfed 
in moft branches of learnings efpecially in poetry ; and thought 
rather not unfit for the empire, than equal to it. He was of a 
very weak and infirm constitution, and at the fame time intirely 
addicted to le'wdnefe and debauchery; nay, it was commonly 
thought, that his beauty chiefly recommended him to Adrian , 
who is faid to have adopted him upon condition, that he 
Jhould confent to his fatisfpngthepaflion which he had conceiv- 
ed for him. But what palled between them on this occafion 
was never Well known, fays Spar t tan e , both Adrian and Verus 
having bound themfelves by a folemn oath to keep it fecret. 
The adoption of Vents occafiohed great rejoicings in Rom*. 
Adrian gave a largefs to the people; diftributed th ree thoufand 
fefterces among the foldiery ; exhibited games in the circus, 
combats of gladiators, CsrV. But as the new Cafar y s weaknefs Adrian re- 
daily increafcd, and he began to vomit blood, Adrian foon re- P en {* & IS 
pented his choice, telling the captain of his guards, That he c ^ otce * 
had placed his hopes and fupport in a falling wall ; that he had 
loft the four thoufand fefterces which he had diftributed amongft 
the people and foldiery ; and adopted not a fon, but a god, al- 
luding to the cuftom which obtained among the Romans of dei- 
fying their emperors and Cafars. Thefe words being told by 
the captain of the guards to others, came at length to the ears 
cX Verus ^ and fo fenfibly affected him, that they are thought to 
have greatly contributed to his death, which happened in the 
beginning of the following year, as we {hall relate anon. The 
captain of the guards was immediately difcharged and banilhed 
the court. Verus, a few days after his adoption, Was created VeruszV 
praetor, and fentto govern the province of Pannonia ; in which f ent into m . 
employment he acquitted himfelf with reputation, and fhewed Pannonia 
himfelf well qualified for the command of an army. In an in- 
fcription of the following year, the twenty-firft of Adrian's 
reign, he is ftyled imperator f ; whence wc may conclude, if 
there is not fotne mifrake in the infeription, as father Pagx pre- 
tends c, that he waged war in thofe parts ; of which, however, 
no mention is made by hiftorians. 

The following year, Adrian raifed to the confulfhip his 
adopted fon Verm, and gave him for his coilegue Sew Vetule- 
nusCivica Pompc'ianus, who fe filter Verus had married h . This Adrian 
year Adrian retired to Tibur 9 now T/7^/ ; , where he employed retires to 
his time in building a magnificent villa the {lately ruins of TivoJi. 

e Sp art. in M\. Ver. p. 14. f Gra 1 r v p. 23. R Pagi, 
P- 157. h No"h, cpi>. conf p. nS, 1 or a. Hi . P- J> 



winch 



544- 



Tbe Roman Hijtory. 



Book III. 



Abandons 
him/elf to 
cruelty* 
ordering 

luftrious 
perfons to 
he put to 
death. 



Verus 



iUX'.t: 



which are ftill to be feen in the poficflion of the Roman jefuits 
at a fmaU diftance firom77vo/r. • Aurelius Vi&or tells us, that in 
this retreat he abandoned himfelf, as Tiberius had done formerly 
at Capraa, to all manner of lewdncfs ; but he was foon iz c J 
with a bloody flux, which reduced him to a miferable condition. 
In that ft ate, abandoning himfelf to his natural cruelty, which 
till then he had reftrained, he ordered many illuftrious perfons, 
under various pretences, to be arraigned and executed, and 
others to be privately murdered. Among the former were Ser- 
vianus his brother-in-law, and his great-nephew Fufcus y who, 
he pretended, had formed a defign of feizing the empire. Fn{- 
cus was but eighteen, and Servianus ninety. We are told, that 
the latter, before he was executed, called the gods to witnds 
his innocence, and begged of them that they would punifh the 
cruelty and injuftice of Adrian , by reducing him to fuch a ftatc, 
that he (hould wi(h for death, and not have it in his power to 
die; which happened accordingly, as we fhall relate anon k . 
To palliate his cruelty, to which he had, fays Spartian^ a great 
biafs, he ufed to lament the unfortunate condition of princc3, 
whole lives, befaid, were never thought to have been in danger 
till they were killed But for this faying, which we do not 
ever find to have been ufed by any good prince, he was in- 
debted to Domitian* The following year, /Elius Vents C<sfar 
was conful, the fecond time, with P. Gazlius Balbinus VibuU 
Li ns Pius, who had been raifed by Adrian to the rank of a pa- 
trician, and was one of the anceftors of Calius Balbinus, whom 
we fhall fee preferred to the empire in the year 237, that is, 
a hundred years after m . This year the Jewijb war being 
ended, ^Julius Severus, who had utterly reduced that rebellious 
nation, was appointed governor of Bitbynia^ where he behaved 
with fuch juftice and moderation, having nothing in view but 
the welfare and happinefeof the people committed to his charge, 
that his name was famous in that province a huudred years after 
and upwards The next confuls were Camerintis and Niger*. 
In the beginning of tins vear Verus, who had fpent part of the 
preceding year in Pannonia, being returned to Rome, and find- 
ing himfelf greatly indifpofed, took a medicine, which proving 
too ftrong for him, h?~./cll into a flecp, and died the very day 
i:i which he was to return thanks to the emperor for the honour 
lie had done him. The fpeech which he had prcpaicd for this 
purpofe is commended by Spai'tian, in whole time it w.is ftill 
u\::a:;t ! '. Diet: Cjjjhts tells us, that he was carried off by a 
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violent voiding of blood q . His funeral was performed with 
the utmoft pomp and grandeur, and his afhes depofned in the 
ftatcrlv maufolcum, which Adrian had begun for himfelf. The 
emperor caufed him to be ranked among the gods, and in feveral 
cities ordered temples to be built and ftatues eredted to him r . 
He was, as we have hinted above, extremely addicted to luxu- £f/ st fc& 
ry and voluptuoufnels, and pafled moft of his time in the com- c fr er j es 
pany of lewd women 5 which his wife refenting, he ufed to tell 
her, that wife was a name of honour, not of pleafure. He had 
always in his hands, and even in bed with hi-.n., Ovid's books of 
love, together with Martial the epigrammatift, whom he ufed 
to call his Virgil. When he travelled, he was attended by a 
great many domeftics, who ran by his chariot, with wings to 
their cl oaths, attired like fo many Cupids 9 and called by the 
names of the winds, Boreas , Notus, /Jquilo, Cirri us, &c. 
He had married the daughter of Nigrinus, whom Adrian put 
to death in the beginning of his reign, as we have related above, 
and had by her a fon named L. Verus^ whom we fhall foon fee 
raifed to the throne with Marcus Aurelius, and feveral daughters, 
of whom one was by Adrian betrothed to Marcus Aurelius, who 
neverthelefs did not marry her. This daughter is thought to be 
th*tFabia 9 who is but too famous in hiftory. Verm being Adrian 
dead, Adrian was fome time in fufpence whom he mould chufe ai j 0 p ts 
in his room 3 5 but at length feeing himfelf defpifed, fays Au- Titus An* 
relius VicJor c , on account of the weaknefs both of his body toninus, 
and mind, he declared his intention of adopting Titus Antoni- 
77W,upon condition, that hefhould adopt M. Annius Verus^ called 
afterwards M. Aurelius y and L. Verus, the fon of the deceafed 
prince of that name. Antoninus having taken fome time to 
deliberate, whether he fhould accept of the adoption upon the 
terms propofed by the emperor, in the end confented to it ; and 
was accordingly adopted with the ufual ceremonies, on the 
twenty-fifth of February of this year, the 137th of the chri- 
ftian a?ra, and at the fame time invefted with the tribunitial 
and proconfular power". Many were difpleafed with this 
adoption ; but no one more than Catilius Sever us , governor of 
Rome 9 who afpired at the empire himfelf, and began privately 
to pave himfelf a way to it ; but being discovered, he was de- 
prived of his place, which was an employment for life. The 
emprefs Sab in a died, it feems, after the adoption of Antoninus; Sablna 
for in an andent infeription he ftyles her his mother w . She is Auguft* 
thought either to have been poifoned by Adrian x , or fo ill-ufcd, dies, 
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that flie chofe to lay violent hands on hcrfelf y. Adrian caufed 
her to be ranked among the gods not caring whether {he was 
in the fupernal or infernal regions, provided he was no longer 
troubled with her bad humour, or pleafed his own. 

Adrian bore his diftemper a long time with firmnefs and 
patience; but being in the end tormented with violent pains in 
each joint of his body, he had recourfe to magic, fays Dion 
Caffms *, and by that means once difcharged his body of the 
watery humour with which it was filled. But the humour be- 
AdriarTj * n § f° on recruited, and his pains increasing daily, he became in 
impatience a trmnner furious, put feveral fenators to death, and ordered 
in bisjick- Antoninus to take care, that feveral others, whom he named, 
nefs. were executed. But that good-natured prince warned them of 

their danger, and advifed them to keep themfelvcs concealed; 
which they did accordingly, and were faved b . In the mean 
time, the emperor, defiringto end his infufFerable pains with his 
life, often called for a dagger, and for poifon, promifmg impu- 
nity, and a great reward, to fuch as fliould bring him either. 
But no one could, by any promifes, be prevailed upon to con- 
Attanpts tribute to his death. Having one day by chance found a dagger, 
to lay <vio- he would have ftabbed himfelf with it, had it not by one of his 
Lnt hands domeftics been wrefted out of his hand. He then commanded 
on himfelf , h; s Cn ief phyfician to give him poifon : but he chofe rather to 

kill himfelf in his prefence, than obey his command c . He 
often conjured his moft faithful freedmcn to difpatch him, and 
conftraiped a jfazygian, by name MaJlor 9 to promife it; but 
Majhr fled, and never appeared till the emperor was dead. 
Another, whom he had obliged to make the fame promife, 
haftened to Antoninus^ and acquainted him with it, who there- 
upon flew to the emperor's room attended by the captains of the 
guards, and befought him to bear his illnefs, fince it v/as un- 
avoidable, with more patience and conftancy ; which fo pro- 
voked him, that he commanded the perfon, who had difcovercd 
his defign, to be put to death ; hut Antoninus faved him, and 
thenceforth narrowly watched the emperor night and day, fay- 
ing, he fhould think himfelf a parricide, if he neglccled to 
p refer vc his life as long as he could tl . S pari Ian writes, that 
two blind perfonswere refcored to fig! it by A Irian while in this 
condition; but at the fame time owns, th.it Marlus Maxlmus^ 
who flourifhed before him, looked upon the whole as a ficlion 
and cohtiivuncc of Antoninus^ to peifuado A Irian, that h- 
would recover, and by that mcjns divert him from laying v;j- 
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lent hands on himfelf. One of thefe blind perfons was a wo- Two /up- 
man, who, as (he gave out, had been admonifhed in a dream P°f C(i m * m 
to forbid Adrian to kill himfelf, becaufe he would one day re- racles * 
cover ; which (he neglecting to do, had been ftruck blind, and 
ordered to return upon the fame errand, having been firft aflur- 
ed, that when (be had done it, and kiffed Adrian's feet, fhe 
fhouJd receive her fight again. The woman complied with the 
heavenly admonition, and was accordingly cured, after having 
waited her eyes in the water of the temple of the place from 
whence fhe came. The other was a blind man, who coming 
out of PannomO) touched Adrian* and that inftant received 
his fight. The emperor was then in a violent fever, which is 
faid to have immediately abated 0 . From Rome, Adrian re- Adrian re-, 
moved to Hai^ in Campania* and there negledling the advice moves to 
of iiis phyficians, and often faying, that a multitude of phyfi- Baix. 
dans ferves only to difpatch the fooner a patient, he lived with- 
out any rule, chofe what food and drink he liked beft, and by 
that means haftened his death. He was convinced of the im- 
mortality of the foul, and fcemed apprehenfive of its future 
ftate, as appears from the celebrated verfes (B) which he com- 
poftd and uttered a little before he expired, inquiring of his 
foul, whither it ebpgmd to go ? He died at Baiee on the tenth HuJcttt 
pfj/z/y, after having lived fixty- two years, five months, and ' u 
feventeen days, and reigned twenty years and eleven months, 
wanting one day f (C). Antoninus* whom he had left at Rome* 

and 

0 Idem ibid. f Idem ibid. Dio. p. 797. Evtrop. 

(B) The verfes were : 

Anhnuld *vagula 3 blaudula 9 
Hofpt's, come [que corporis , 
$$ua: nunc a hi bis in /oca, 
Pallidula, rigitlu* nudula ? 
Nee, ut foLs, dabisjocos. 

Spmian feemsto defpife them, which (hews, that he undcrftood as 
little of poetry, as he did of hillory. 

(C) Moll writers agree, that Adrian began his reign on the dc- 
venth of slunujt 1 1 and that he died on the tenth of July 138, 
and confecjucnily reigned twenty years, and eleven months, want- 
ing one day. But on the other hand, in fomc antient inferiptions is 
marked the twcnty-fccond year of his tribunitial power; which in- 
O'.ted the learned /W:e*7/ 10 maintain, as we have ohferved above, 
that . ttirhm was adopted by 7 rojun a year before that prince's 
«ea:h • and confequcntly, that the account given by Dion Cnffius of 

adoption ought, to be loohrd upon as a mere fable. But cardinal 
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and fent for, when he found himfelf at the point of death, ar- 
rived according to Spartian g , juft before, according to others, 
foon after, he expired. His body was burnt at Puteoli^ and his 
afhes conveyed by Antoninus to Rome^ where they were ex- 
po fid in the gardens of Domitia, and afterwards deposited in 
the magnificent maufoleum, which Adrian had built for hirnfelf 
The) ate neuf ^ Tiber, that of Auguftus being quite full h - Adrian had, 
"nulli^hls * e crue k* es committed in the beginning and the end of his 
*a8s** " rc 'S n ' provoked the public hatred to fuch a degree, that the 

fenate were for annulling all his a£ts, and calling feveral perfons 
to an account, who had raifed themfelves by abufing the inte- 
reft they had with him. They therefore at firft unanimoufly 
oppofed Antoninus > demanding for him the fame honours which 
had been decreed to other emperors l . But Antoninus remon- 
ftrating with great modefly, that they could not condemn the 
memory of Adrian without annulling his own adoption, and 
. degrading him from the empire, the refpedr, and veneration they 
all had for that prince, who added tears to his intreaties, in- 
clined them at laft to comply with his demands, efpecially when 
they faw a great number of perfons appear, who were thought 
to have been murdered by Adrian , but had been faved and 
carefully concealed by Antoninus k . The fenate dreaded like- 
wife the foldiery, who were greatly attached to Adrian [ . And 
thus a prince, abhorred by all as a cruel and bloody tyrant, 

• Idem ibid. h Jul. Capit. in Anton. Dio. ibid. x * Eutrop. 
Antonin. vit. p. 18. k Aur. Vict, in Heliog. p. 103. 1 Dio. 
p. 799. 

Noris (57), Petawitts (98), and F. Pagi (59% obferve, that thefe 
infcriptions were made in diftant provinces, where the death of the 
emperor might not have been known a month after it had happened. 
Befides, as only one month was wanting to the twenty-fecond year 
of the emperor's tribunitial power, the author of the infeription 
probably looked upon it as begun ; whereof there are not wanrin; 
inftances both in antient times and our own. Cardinal Noris, mil 
led, as he himfelf owns, by thefe infcriptions, maintained, that 
Adrian died in 1 39, but afterwards finding the arguments proving 
his death to have happened in 138, unanfwerable, he changed his 
opinion, and rejected the infcriptions as faulty (60). Dodwell owns, 
that Adrian died in 138, but will have him to have been invefted 
with the tribunitial power a year before the death of Trajan, contra- 
dicting therein all the antients. who tell us, that he was adopted by 
that prince not long before he expired. 

(57) Nor. de cenotaph. Pifan. r. 3. 86. (q8) Pftanf. 
i<»ip. I. xi. t\ 23. (59) Pagi, p. 35. (60) Noris. ep> con- 

was 
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was ranked among the gods, and divine worfhip decreed him. But deify 
Antoninus built a temple at Puteoli, and inftituted annual fports him* at 
to his honour, with priefts, fraternities, viflims, &c m . But t ^ e rtquefi 
what gave Antoninus a far better claim to the title of pious, was ff /Antom- 
his interceding with the fenate in behalf of thofe wno had been nus " 
banifhed by Adrian, and whom that prince, faid he, would 
have recalled, had he lived longer n . 

No prince, perhaps, ever raifed fo many public and pri- Adrian's 
vate edifices as Adrian ; for he built in moll cities of any public 
note, efpecially at Athens ; and Greece, as appears from Pau- *works* 
fanias, was full of his edifices, bridges, and aquedudls. In 
an antient infcription, mention is made of a famous aque- 
duct begun by him in New Athens, and ended by Antoninus 
in the third year of his reign and 140. of the chriftian sera. 
By New Athens fome underftand a city of Liguria 9 others 
New Athens in the ifland of Delos °. At Ro?ne he rebuilt 
the Pantheon, the temple of Neptune, the fquare of Augujlus y 
the baths of Agrippa, and an infinite number of other pub- 
lic edifices, confecrating them anew, but leaving them the 
names of their firft founders *. His houfe at Tivoli was an ex- His houfe 
traordinary ftruflure, and adorned with fine paintings, repre- at Tivoli. 
tenting in one apartment the infernal regions. This palace he 
ftyled his Lycaum, Academia^ Prytanaum, Canopus, Pcecilc, 
and < Te?npe, names of the moft celebrated places abroad, and 
gave to the feveral apartments of it the names of the different 
provinces p. He built a new bridge over the Tiber, now known H' s bridge 
by the name of Ponte Sant Angela, and near it his own maufo- on /he 
leum 1, which, from the defcription Procopius gives us of it r , Tiber, and 
appears to have been rather a caftle than a tomb. In the time of 9ttau J 0teU3B ' 
the emperor yujlinian it was made ufe of as a cattle, and is at 
prefent the chief, we may fee the only, fortrefs of Rome, called 
by the prefent Romans Cajlel Sant Angela. Spar ti an, to give 
us fome idea of the height of this lofty building, tells us, that 
the chariot placed on the top of it, feemed very fmall to thofe 
who ftood on the ground ; but neverthelefs was of fo large a fize, 
that a corpulent man could with great eafc pafs through the 
openings which reprefented the eyes of the horfes s . Many ci- Mttty 
ties, either built, repaired, or peopled by Adrian with colonies, cities 
bore for fome time his name, or that of his family, which was called by 
Mlia, viz. Carthage, Jerufalem, two cities in Spain \ Murfa, his name. 
now EJfek, in Pannonia 5 Stratonice in Mace don, Palmyra 

m Spart. p. 17. n Anton, in vit. p. 19. 0 Vide Sal- 
mas, in Spart. p. 53. *Spart-p.8. p Idem ibid. «J D10. 

P 797- r P« ocop. de bell. Goth. 1. i. c. 22. •Start, cum 
not. Salmaf. p. 5 1. 
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in Syria 9 Necca?farca\n Pontus; Adrianopolis InTbrace, which 
ftill retains it; Adriane? or Adrianopdis, in Libya Cyrcnaica\ 
Antinopolis in Egypt ; called alfo Adrianopolis ; Adrianothera in 
Myfia^ which ftill retained that name in the fifth century ; and 
Adrlcincy in the fame province, the birth-place of Ariftides the 
foph:ft, which, however, fome writers will have to be the fame 
citv with AdriaiiGthera x . 
His mill- The regulations, which Adrian eftabliftied for the preservation 
tary of the difcipline among the troops, were afterwards obferved as 

tut ions, the military laws of the Romans, and are often quoted by Vege- 

tius. VoJJius is of opinion, that the books of Mauritius^ 
which we {hall have occafion to fpeak of hereafter, are a collec- 
tion of the military conftritutions of Trajan and Adrian u . 
Adrian was the fir ft who appointed, that each cohort fhould 
have its proper mafons, architects, and fuch artificers as were 
employed in railing buildings, and adorning them w . The re- 
gulations which he introduced, with re f peel: to the army, to the 
court, and to the tribunals of jufticc, were ftill obferved in the 
end of the fourth century x . He was the firft who employed 
Roman knights in quality of fecretaries, and committed to them 
the care of hisdomeftic affairs, other emperors having employed 
His laws, in fuch offices only their freedmen y . Gothofrcdus fuppofes 

Adrian to have been the author of a new jurifprudence, efpe- 
cially by his perpetual editf y which he ftyles the fountain of all 
laws in force among the Romans , at leaft till the publication of 
the code by Xhcodojias the younger x . Spartian mentions fome 
of the laws publifhed by Adrian, namely, that the children of 
p refer i Jed perfons fliould enjoy the twelfth part of their fathers, 
cftatcs ; that if any one found a treafurein his" own grounds, it 
fhould be intirely his; if in thofe of another, the owner of 
the ground fliould have a moiety of it ; if in any public place, it 
fhould be equally fhared with the exchequer : that fuch as hacj 
fquandeted away their cltates, mould be publicly whipt in the 
amphitheatre, and baniflicd the city : that men and women 
fliould ufe feparate and diftincl: baths : that if a mafter fhoukj 
be found killed in his houfe, not all his (laves fliould be put to 
death ; nay, that thofe only fliould be put to the queflion, who 
were near enough to have prevented the murder: that mafter? 
fhould no longer have power of life and death over their flaves, 
but that fuch flaves as d. fervcd to be capitally puni filed, fliould 
be tried and condemned by the magiftr.it. s *. Porphyrins in- 

« V ide Salman, ibid u Vo.isn. epi H . ndditac ad Pearfon. 
r^natiana, p. 231 w Victo". epic. Uh*i:i ibid. >' Sp<vrt. 
p !i. * CI o rnoF re o. cod. Tucod^r. p;o!. p a Star r. 

cum. not. £ahuaf. p 52. 

fonni 
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forms us, up^n the authority of Pallas, who wrote before his 
time, that Adrian publifhcd an edict prohibiting all human fa- He forbids 
crifices, which were ftill offered in fcveral provinces of the em- ^tman 
pire b . However, this execrable cuftom was afterwards revived, fi^rifces* 
and obtained in Africa, where children continued to be immo- 
lated to Saturn till the time of the proconful Tiberius, who 
caufed the inhuman pricrils of that deity to be crucified on the 
trees, which formed the grove round his temple. Thofe who 
executed the fentence of the proconful were ftill living in the 
beginning of the third century, as we read in Tertidlian c ^ 
whence it is manifeft, that Tiberius did not, as fome have ima- 
gined, govern Africa in Adrian's time. It appears, from the 
antient writers, that human facrifices were, notwithftanding 
Adrians prohibition, immolated to Diana in the neighbour- 
hood of Rome, and even in Rome, during the folemn myfteries, 
till the time of Conflantinc, or rather oCGratian, who utterly 
abolifhed that execrable practice d . The Romans had on their 
eftates what they called manufactures, or work-houfes, where 
they kept great numbers of people, efpecially flaves, at work. 
Thefe houfes were like fo many prifons, whither mailers fent 
fuch of their flaves as had difobliged them, and even kept them 
there in chains. Many, to avoid being lifted, or punifhed for 
crimes they had committed, fled to thefe work-houfes, and 
were there kept concealed. Beftdes, the owners of thefe ma- 
nufactories were thought to fcise paffengers and ftrangers, whe- 
ther flaves or freedmen, to fhut them up in thefe houfes, and 
oblige them to work, without their ever being afterwards 
heard of. Adrian therefore, to obviate fuch inconveniencies 
and diforders, put down all the work-houfes, except thofe which "l" 1 
belonged to the emperor or to the public c . Omtpbrius r fup- ll '^ n ali 
pofes Adrian to have made a new divifion of the provinces uft> rivau 
the empire, and is therein followed by the learned Pietro Gia?i- J lor ^ 
none in his excellent hiftory of the kingcV>m of Naples s ; but Jt4 ' 
the anticnts only tell us, that Adrian divided all Italy into four 
diftn'dte, which were by his appointment governed by four con- 
fulars, that is, fenators who had been confuls h . The divifion 
of tlie provinces, which Onaphrhis afcribes to Adrian, was by 
him copied from ^/w, who wrote in the time of Valentinian\ . 
and none of the anticnts fpeak of any charge made in the pro- 
vinces by Adrian, except that which v/c have juft now men- 

0 Pon mi y r . apud. Rufcb. in rricr.nal. Conflantin. c. irt. cTer- 
Tu ! ! - n f- c - 9« - L a c r mil. 1 i. c. 21. Ei-skd. ibid. Prud. 
«*\vm.l i p 2!r . Tat 1 an. p. if 4. « Vide .S A r mas. in Spart. 
P- A\). t 1 Onuimi de ivp. i-.om comment. &Giann. hi:h 
CIVU - l * c - 5- P- 25. h 6v.\i* i\ p. 1 1. 

tioncd. 
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rioned. That which On up br I us fuppofes to be Trajan 9 *, ought, 
in our opinion, to be rather afcribed to Dioclejian^ who divided 
the empire, as we read in LaStantius *, into innumerable pro- 
vinces, in order to multiply offices and officers, and by that 
means keep the people in awe and terror, Aulus Gellhts tells 
.Adrian/ us k > that m Adrian's time, a woman of known modefty and 
tditi in m unblem i(hed character, was brought to bed eleven months 
favour of after her hufband's death^ The legitimacy of the child being 
a woman queftioned by the heirs of the deceafed, the caufe was tried be- 
brought to fore the emperor, who, after having examined a great many 
bed eleven unexceptionable witneffes concerning the character of the wo- 
months af- man, and with great care and attention confulted the books of 
i f r J ,er „ tne antient philofophers and phyficians, declared by a fpecial 
hujban<Ts decree, that a child might be born eleven months after itscon- 
cat ' ception, Aulus Gellius aflures us, that he himfelf had read this 
Adrian decree. In Adrian's time a violent perfecution was raifed againft 
frfifuffers the chriftians, which Sulpicius Verus accounts the fourth per- 
tbe cbrifti- fecution 5 but it is not generally reckoned fo by the fathers of 
mm to be tne c hurch, fince no new edicts were iflued againft the profeffors 

^A* 1 ]! °^ tne cnr ^ lan religion, but only the laws ftill in force put in 
t e " execution, Adrian being prompted by his fuperftition (for he 

to the t>lr- was m ^ atec * in a ^ tne idolatrous ceremonies of the Greeks)^ to 
fecution. countenance the perfecutors of thofe who were declared enemies 

to all fuperftition But after the perfecution had raged for fome 
time with great violence, Adrian himfelf put a ftop to it, be- 
ing, upon the perufal of the apologies prefented to him by 
§>uadratus and Ar'iftides^ fully convinced of the innocence of 
the chriftians, and the purity of their morals m ; nay, he was 
even thought, if Lampridius is to be credited n , to have had a 
defign of caufing our Saviour to be acknowledged as God, and 
to erect temples to his honour; but was diverted from it by fome 
perfons, who, confulting the oracles, had received this anfwer, 
That if he fuffered the God of the chriftians to have temples, 
thofe of the other gods would be foon abandoned. Under 
Adrian flourifhed many perfons eminent in molt branches of li- 
terature, of whom we (hall fpeak in our notes (D). 

Ths 

1 La ct. de perf. p. 6. k Aul. Gelt.. 1. Hi. c. 16. J Suir. 
Sever . 1 ii. c. 45. HiEK.cp. 84. Euseb. 1. iv. c. 26. Tertull. 
apol. c. 5. m Euseb 1. iv. c. 3. Hier. de vir. illuftr. c. 19. 
£rc. "Lamprid, in vie. Alcxandr. 

(D) y/dr/an himfelf ought to be ranked amongfl: the writers who 
finurifhed at this time; for he publifhed feveral works both in profe 
and vtrle n^on various fubjetts; and among the reft, aGvcvk poem 
mailed :hc ^Uxaadriad. of which ;vu find the ievcntli bookquo tet * 
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Th£ emperor Titus Antoninus derived his origin, on the fa- Antoninus 

ther's fide, from the dty of Nemaufus > now Nijme^ in Languedoc*. fumamed 

His the pious 



o Jul. Cap. in Antonin. cum. not. SalmaA Parif. 1620. 

by fome of the antients (6 1 ) . Spar tian Ipeaks of certain books com- 
pofed by him, and publifhed under the title of Catacriani ; wherein 
he pretended to imitate Antimacbus, whom he preferred to Homer* 
Thefe, fays the above mentioned writer, were very obfcure pieces 
(62 ) ; and truly, from the title, they appear to have been fuch as Spar- 
tian defcribcs them. Froben printed in 1551, a dialogue between 
Adrian and E pi diet us, wherein the emperor propofes feveral queflions, 
which are anfwered by the philofopher (63). Some of his Greek 
and latin verfes have reached our times, befides thofe which we 
read in his life by Spar tian (64) ■, who fpeaks of them with great 
contempt. But his judgment is of no weight with us, who find 
them mightily cried up by the beft writers of thofe times (65 ). Pbo- 
tins, who had perufed his declamations, commends both his ftyle 
and thoughts (66). We find the firft book of his difcourfes quoted 
by the antients, and the quotation relates to fome remarks on the 
Latin grammar (67). Befides his military inltitutions, fome wri- 
ters afcribe to him a treatife concerning the manner of drawing up 
an army in battalia, which was long unknown, and firft difcovered 
in the reign of the emperor Anaftajius, about the latter end of the 
fifth century, and publifhed with fome additions by Mauricius, or 
Urbicus, then conful (68). In the year 1664, was printed at Up- 
fal in Sweden, a treatife on the military art and ftratagems, afcribed 
to Mauricius, but that piece was done long after the time of Mau- 
ricius the conful, fince mention is there made of the French, Turks 9 

Sclawonians, ScC. (.69). Adrian was, according to Dion C ajpu s and 

Spartian, fo fond of glory, that he wrote his own life in feveral 
books, but caufed them to be publifhed under the names of fuch of 
his freedmen as were perfons of learning (70). Among thefe was 
Pblegon, a native of Tralles in AJia, who wrote a treatife on the 
long-lived, and another on' wonderful things. Some fragments of 
thefe works are ftill extant f 7 1 ) ; and from a pafTage in the former 
it appears, that he had not put the laft hand to that piece in the 
nineteenth year of Antoninus** reign, the 156th of the chriftian a?ra. 
Suidas afcribes to Pblegon a deicriptkm of Sicily, three books of 
Fafii, an account of the famous places in Rome, and their names, 
and fixtcen books of the olympiads, to the 229th, begun in the 

(61) ride Vojf. hijl. Grac. I ii. c. it. Dio. /.box. p. 788. 

(6l) Spart. in A dr. (63) Gefncr. epit.p. 2. (6\) Faff. ibid. 
(65) Vide Voff. poet. Lat. p 5 I . Et Salmaf. in Spart. (66) Phot. 
c. 100. (67) Fide Salmaf- ibid. Et At$L Gdl. L x. c. 13. 
C6S) Voff. epiJK addita ad Pear/ lgvatiana. (6g) Maur. taclic. 

h 2i >3» 3<H» 3 8 4- (7°) Dio. p. 79^. Spart. p. 6. (71) Phot, 
p. 256. Suid. p. 1071 Voff. hijl. Gr<cc. /. ii. c . i 1 . 
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His anceftors are faid by Aurellus FiSfor to have lived at Lanu- 
vium, or rather Lavinium in the neighbourhood of Rome ; per- 
haps 

year 137, of the chriftian sera. This piece contained an account of 
the moil remarkable things that in each olympiad had happened in 
any part of the world. From the 177th olympiad, which has been 
conveyed to us by Pbotius 9 that work feems to have been exceed- 
ing well digefted : had it reached our times, it would have cleared 
up feveral obfcure pafiages in hiftory. Photius finds fault with the 
author for the trifling accounts he gives of all thofe who gained 
prizes in the Olympic games, and inferring in his work all forts of 
oracles. He likewife cenfures his ftyle, as not quite pure and al. 
gether At tic. In Pbotius^s time only the five firft books were extant 
which ended with the 177th olympiad, but the author had carried 
his hiftory down to Adrian" *s time. It was addrefled to one Aid- 
biades , belonging to that prince's life-guard (72). In the thirteenth 
book qf this work he is thought to have mentioned the darknefs 
lyhich happened at our Saviour's death (73)*- He fpeaks of the 
<^eftru&ion of Jernfalem, concerning which Photius quotes a long 
parage out of his fourteenth book (74) . He is frequently quoted by 
tycphanus. the geographer. Suidas tells us, that Phlegon made an 
epitome of his ftxteen books of the olympiads, which epitome con- 
fifted of eight books ; and that he likewife abridged the hiftory of 
the victors in the Olympic games ; and adds, that he publiftied other 
works, which he does not mention (75). Phlegon, in his book of 
wonderful things, defcribes a hippocentaur, taken on a mountain of 
Arabia, and fent by the king of that country to the emperor, with- 
out doubt, Adrian, while he was in Egypt. The monfter died, 
but was embalmed by the governor, conveyed to Rome, and there 
placed in the imperial palace ; where thofe may fee it, concludes 
Phlegon, who queftion the truth of my relation (76). St. Jerem 
tells us, that Antony, the famous anchoret, was met in the defer t by 
a hippocentaur, who fpoke to him, and direfled him what way he 
was to keep (77). Pblegon relates another hiftory no lefs furprifing 
of a young woman, who about fix months after her death appeared 
again, walked, converfed, eat, and drank, as flic had done former- 
ly ; which coming to the ears of her parents, they flew to fee her, 
and, accordingly, had that fatis faction. But the young woman 
told them, that their curiofity would prove fatal to her, and put an 
end to her fecond life ; which words ihe had fcarce uttered, when 
fhe fell dead at their feet. Such a furprifing event, being divulged 
in an inftant, drew vaft crouds to the place from all quarters. Phlc 
gov hallened thither with the reft, and faw the body of the deccafed 
laid out upon 11 bed; but not fatisfied with that fighr, I caufed the 
burying -place of the family to be opened, fays he, when I oblcrvcd 

(72) Pbotius, c. 97. (73) liter, cbron. /. icS. Orig. in MaU 
tb<t:u»i s p. 43S. Phut. p. 167. (7$) Stdd. p. IQ7 1 * 

(j6) Pb/t'£. «/>. r. 34. (77) fl'er.in <vit. Pnul. hermit* ' 
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haps they fettled there, after having removed from Nifme. 
The Aurellan family, which was the prefent emperor's is 

thought 

the bed, on which the young woman had been laid fix months be- 
fore, empty. He relates the moft minute circumftances of this 
wonderful event, names theperfons who were prefent, £ffr. (78). 

Favor inus, well known by the writings of Aulus Gellius, who 
was his difciple, and by thofe of Pbiloflratus, was a native of dries 
in Province, and from his birch an eunuch, by profeffion a philofo- 
pher and fophilt, and well /killed both in the Greek and Latin 
tongues. He (tudied under Dion ChryfoJio?nus 9 and, befides Aulus 
Gellius, had for his difciple the celebrated Her odes Atticus, whom 
he appointed his heir. He wrote a great many works quoted by 
the ancients [ 79) ; but his llyle feemed to fome, deftitute of the gravity 
becoming a philofopher (80). He was for a long time Adriaifs 
chief favourite ; but that prince growing in the end weary of him, 
as well as of the reit of his friends, took delight in mortifying him, 
by preferring to him perfons of no merit ; which the Athenians no 
fooner underltood, than they pulled down and broke to pieces a 
itatue, which they had erected to him. When Fa<vorinus was in- 
formed of the affront, Socrates , faid he, without the leaft emotion, 
would have been glad to have come off fo cheap (81). Suidas obferves, 
that he and Plutarch flrove who Ihould write moft books. They 
lived in great friendfhip, and Plutarch even inferibed one of his 
works to Favorinus (82), who died, it feems, about the latter end 
of the reign of Antoninus (83). Galen mentions one Demetrius of 
Alexandria, who imitating the ftyle of Favoriuus, whofe difciple he 
was, ufed daily to declaim in public upon what fubject foever was 
propofed to him (86). Dionyjius of Miletus was likewife a philo- 
fopher of great note, highly favoured by Adrian, raifed to the 
equeftrian order, and appointed governor of fome province, but in 
the end difgraced. He ftudied under Ifarus, of whom we have 
fpoken in the reign of Trajan. Philoflratus clears him from a 
charge brought againfthim, namely, that of being addicled to the 
ftudy of magic f 8 7) . Heliodorus likewife felt the efFeas of Adrian's 
inconftancy ; for the emperor, being in the end difgufted with him, 
wrote fome moll virulent letters againft him (88). One of the fame 
name, perhaps the fame perfon, was, according to Dion Gijpus, 
for fome time fecretary to Adrian (89). 

Of all the philofophers who fiouriflied in thofe times, Epicletus 
is by far the moil renowned : Aulus Gellius calls him the greateft 
man the feci of the Jtoics had ever produced (go) . He is fuppofed 

(78) Pbleg. mir.c. 1 . p 13, 14. (79) VoJJ. hi/?. G rac, L ii. 

c. 10. Sutd. p. 1022. Philojlr. vit.fopb. p. 493. (80) Lucian. in 
fit. DcmonaMs, p. 549. (Si) Philof. ibid. Dio. p. jig. (82) 
Jon/. I iii. f . 7 . GelL I. ii. c. 26. (83) Jonf. ibid. (S6) Ga- 
Itu. prog. com. p. 455. ( Q 7 J Pbiloft. ibid. p. 522, fcfr. (88) 

Spurt, p. 7 . (8 9 ) Dio. 1. Ixix. p. 7S9. (90) AuL GelL L i. c. 2. 
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thought to have been very antient, but was not diftinguiflied 
yery early with preferments in Rome. His grandfather Titus 

Aurelius 

to have been a native of Bier apo lis in Phrygia, was for fome time a 
Have, and belonged to Epaphroditus, whom Suidas calls one of Af- 
ro's life-guard (91 \ This is, without all doubt, Nerd's celebrated 
freedman, to whom fofephus inferibed moft of his works, and who 
was afterwards put to death by Domitian, as we have related in that 
prince's reign. C<l/us 9 the famous champion of idolatry, writes of 
Epitletus, that while his mafter was one day fqucezing his leg very 
hard in order to torment him, Epicletii* faid to him very calmly. 
You II break my leg-, which happening accordingly, Did not I tell 
you* faid he, fmiling, that you would break my leg (92) ? Epittctus 
was, as is fuppofed, fet at liberty but remained always very poor 
(93). Being obliged by Domitian 1 * edi£t, baniming all philofophers, 
to quit Rome in 94, he retired to Nicopolis in Epirus, whence he 
returned upon that prince's death, and lived at Rome till the time of 
ikf. Aurelius, fays Suidas (94J, by whom, as well as by his prede- 
ceflbr, he was, according to Themijlius, held in great efteem and ve- 
neration (95). But we cannot fall in with the opinion of thefc 
writers, fince M. Aurelius ufed to look upon it as a great happinefs, 
not that he had learnt any thing of, or converfed with, Epiftettu, 
but that he had read his writings (96). EpiStetus reduced all his 

philofophy to two points only, viss . to fuffer evils with patience, 
and enjoy pleafures with moderation ; which he exprefTed with thefe 
two celebrated words, ch>(%B seal amy* 3 that is, fuffer and aBfiain 
{97). He was againft the celibacy of the philofophers, but never- 
thelefs feems to have obferved it himfelf (98) . He publifhed feve- 
ral works, none of which, except his enchiridion, or manual, has 
reached us (99). But Arrian, his difciple, publilhed a great work, 
which he pretends to coniift intirely of what he had heard him fay, 
and fet down, as far as he could remember, in Arriarfs own terms, 
(100). 

Arrsan, a native of N/comedia^ was one of the moft learned men 
of his age, and, on account of his eloquence and knowledge, com- 
monly ftyled the fee and Xenophon. He was preferred at Rome to 
the higheft polls of honour, even to the confulfhip { 1 ) ; whence mod 
writers take him to be the Flavius Arriartus, who, while he was 
governor of Cappadocia, repulfed the A lam, as we have related 
above. He lived at Rome under Adrian, Antoninus, and M. Au- 
relius (2). Themijiius tells us, that Trajan forced him from his re- 
tirement, in order to employ him as a minifter in flatc affairs (3). 

(91) Suid.p. 996. (92) On'g. in Cclf. I. vii. (93) Aul.Gdi 
I. ii. r. 18. Is L xv. c . 1 1. (94.) Said. p. 996. (95) T&cmifl. 
•rat. 5. (96) Jul. Cap. in Amtonin. (97) Aul. Gell. /.*«*• 
f. 19. (9%) Luc tan. in wit . Demonae. p. C55. (99) Suid.p- 
996. ( 100) Arrian. Epic. p. 1. ( 1) Phot. c. 58. (*) M* 

ktji. Grac. I. ii. c. 11. ($) Tbcmifl. orat. 17. 
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Aurelius Fulvus, or Fulvius, was the firft conful, of the Atr- His ex- 

relian family- His father Aurelius Fulvus was likewife honoured tra&ion 

with and P r£ - 
ferment*. 

He published in eight books the familiar difcourfes of EpiBetus : 
but only four of them have reached us (4), which are infcribed to 
one L. Gel li us. He pub limed twelve books more, containing the 
£>eeches of EpiBetus ( c), and wrote his life. Photius quotes feve- 
ral other books com poled by him, <uiz. the hiftory of Biehynia, his 
native country, the hiftory of the Alani, and that of the Parthians, 
in feventeen books, which he brought down tp the war which Tra- 
jan waged with them (6). He defcribed the expeditions of Alex- 
ander the Great in feven books, which are ftill extant, and is thought 
by Photius to have excelled all who wrote on the fame fubjecl (7). 
He publilhed, in ten books, the lives of the fiacceflbrs of Alexander 5 
and gave in one book, fays Photius , an account of India (8 V This 
account of India is now reckoned the eighth book of the hiftory of 
Alexander (9). Befides thefe works mentioned by Photius , Luciast 
afcribes to him the life of a famous robber, named Telehous {\o\ 
We have already mentioned his defcription bf the, coafts of the 
Euxine Sea ; but that of the coafts of the Red Sea, tho' commonly 
afcribed to him, is thought by the learned to have been done by one 
who flouriftied before Adrian, and was contemporary with Pliny the 
elder (.11). Befides the works of Arrian already mentioned, we 
have ftill his tallica , whereof the beginning has been long fince loft: 
to his taSica are commonly added, his inftru£iions concerning the 
march of the army againft the Alani, and the order to be obfervedt 
in the battle. 

Plutarch was a native of Cba?ronea vaBaeotia, where he was bora 
in the reign of Claudius, about the year 50. of the chriftian aera He 
ftudied under* Ammonius, an Egyptian philofopher ; in the reign of 
Nero, and in that of Domitian taught at Rome, where, amongft hi* 
Other difciples, he had the famous Arulenus Ru/licus, who was put 
to death by Domitian in 90 (\z). We are told, that he was pre- 
ceptor to Trajan ; which we can hardly believe, fince that prince 
was as old as Plutarch (13), and had from his youth been brought 
up in the camp. Suidas writes, that Trajan diftinguifticd him with 
confular honours (15}, meaning, no doubt, the confular ornaments, 
and ordered the magiftrates of Ulyricum to advife with him in all 
affairs of importance. He continued at Rome till the death of Tra- 
jan, when he returned to his own country, and there bore the chief 
employments (16). He had feveral children, one of whom, by 
name Lampriaj publifhcd a catalogue of his father's hiftorical 

(4) Phot. c. 58. (5) Idem, c. 58. (6) Idem ibid (7) 
Idem ibid. (8) Idem, p. 91. (9) Vojf. hijl Gr*c. 1. ii c. 1 I- 
(lo) Lucian. in <vit. Alex. Praft. (l l) Vide Salmaf. in Solin. 

Et Vojf hi/i. Grrvc. I ii. c. 7. (.z) Ruald. <vit. Plut. (13) 
Idem, p. 29, ( 1 4 ) Vide Voff. hijl. Grac, L ii. c. I o. (15; Suid. 

P* 5+6. (16) Ruald. c. 25. 
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with that dignity, and universally efteemed on account of his 
extraordinary accomplifhments and integrity. Arrias Antoni- 



nus 



pieces, which has reached us, but is imperfect ( \ 7). Thephilofo- 
pher ScxtH5 y one of the preceptors of the emperor M. Aurelius, was 
nephew to Plutarch { iS). Plutarch publiihed a great many works, 
which are to every one well known, being tranflated into all the mo- 
dern languages. His ftyle is not quite pure and Attic. Among the 
works commonly afcribed to him, Come are thought to have been 
written by oth ers ; and many of his works have been loir, as appears 
from the citations of Gtllius, Origcv y Eufcbius, Eunapius^Tbeodorct,2xA 
others. Marcus and Caninius C*ler t two celebrated fophifts, flouriftied 
XLiidevAdt iem, and publifhed fome declamations ( 1 9) . Poltmon, another 
famous fophift, in great favour with Adrian, was a native of Lao- 
dicca upon the Ljcus, which fome place in Carta, others in Phrygian 
but fpent the greatcft part of his life at Smyrna , whither the youth 
flocked from all parts to hear him. He was feveral times fent by 
that city in quality of embaflador to the emperor Adrian, of whom 
be obtained great fums for the inhabitants, though that prince was 
more addicted, fays Philofiratus (20), to the Epbefeans than Smyr- 
neans. As Adrian fhewed an extraordinary kindnefs for him, he 
took care to turn it to his own advantage, and foon appeared with 
a train and equipage ill fuiting his profeflion; which drew upon him 
the envy of many, and the hatred of all. Antoninus treated him 
with great refpect, though he had juft occafion to complain of his 

ruAicicy, or rather infolence. Herodes Atticus having heard him de- 
claim, fent him a conftderable fum, which, however, herefufedas 
too fmall ; fo that Herodes, to content him, was obliged to fend him 
one much larger, which he condefcended to accept. The king of 
Bofporus* who was well verfed in moil branches of learning, coming 
to Smyrna to fee that city, and the learned men there, {hewed a great 
dcflre of conferring with Polemon : but the proud and felf-interelled 
philofopher would neither vifit him, nor be vifited by him, till the 
king had fent him a prefent of ten talents, and then he deigned to 
admit him inro his houfe (21). Being greatly tormented with the 
gout, he retired to Lciodicca, his native city, and there, in the fifty- 
fix th year of his age, placing himfelf among his dead anceftors, or- 
dered the tomb to be (hut up, that the fun, as he faid, might never 
fee him filenced(2z\ He left no writings bcfides declamations, 
Under Trajan and Adrian flourilhed, according to Suidas (23!, 
Piaiematus Che tutus, Zcnobius, Ccpbalco, and Dionyfius of Halicar* 
nnjfus. Ptoteftirt us wrote feveral books, and, among the reit, one 
intituled the furprifing bijiory (24V Zcnobius taught at Rome under 
Adrian* and tranflated the hiilory of $<illitjl into Greek. He like- 
wife made a collection of proverbs, which is Hill extant (25). He 

(17) Idem, c.G (\ 8) Idem, c. 5. Et. SuU p. 729. Pbiloflr. 

Joph. z.\. (20) Idan,fiph. 25. (21I Linn ibid. (22) Htm 

ibid. Et Suid.p. *5+. (23) ldcm,p.6\(\ 1 126, h I" l 2 4) Phott 
c. 190. . (s;l !oJ}\ t\ 1 1. 
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?7us, his grandfather on the mother's fide, was twice conful, 
and efleemed one of the greateft and moft virtuous men in 

Rome. 

is fometimes called Z.nodotztt, Ccphaleo^ being banifhed his own 
country, retired into Sit ily, where he publifhed in the reign of Adrian 
a hiftory, beginning with Ninus, and ending with Alexander (26). 
Dionyfius of tialicamaffus y defcended from the famous hillorian of 
that name, was a fophift, and is commonly fly led Dionyfius the At- 
titiftt and the mufician, becaufe he applied himfelf chiefly to the 
iludy of mufic, and publifhed feveral works upon that fubjedl, and 
one among the reft divided into thirty -fix books, and containing an 
account of the moft famous poets, and playersupon inftruments (27). 

Herenr.ius Pbilo, born in the city of By bias in Phoenicia, wrote 
one book on Adriaifs reign, twelve on the choice of books, and 
thirty on various cities, and the eminent perfons they had produced : 
the latter work was abridged by one JElins Senjerus A thenars. Ori- 
gin quotes a paflage out of Hcremiius Pbilo concerning the Jews* 
tor whom, it feems, he had no great kindnefs (29). Pbilo trans- 
lated into Greek the hiftory of Phoenicia written by Sanconi at bo 9 in 
his native language, about the time of the Trojan war (30)- The 
preface, and fome paflages of this tranflation have been conveyed 
to us by Eufebius (31). Pbilo himfelf wrote the hiftory of Pbeenicia, 
which is quoted by Eufebius (32) and Stepbanns of Byzantium (33^ 
Krmippus of Bcrytus, or of that neighbourhood, was one of Pbilo y & 
difciples, and highly efteemed by Adrian, though thefon of a freed - 
man. He wrote five books upon dreams, which are quoted by Yer- 
tnllian and others (34). The book of legijlators, quoted by Orz- 
gen (35), is generally afcribed to another Hermipput 9 a native of 
Smyrna, who flourifhed long before Adrian"* % time. Paulus of Tyre, 
contemporary with Pbilo 9 publilhed a treatife of rhetoric. He ob- 
tained of Adrian the title of metropolis for the city of Tyre ( 36). Le- 

andcr Nicanor of Alexandria , the fon of Herndus, publifhed feveral 

grammatical and hifiorical pieces (37). Diogeniattus 9 a native of 
Heraclea y publifhed feveral writings of grammar and geography, 
which Hcfycbius made ufe of in compiling his lexicon (38). His col- 
lection of antient proverbs is (till extant. Under Adi ian flourifhed, 
according to Poffius (39), Jafonol Argot, who comprifed in four 
books the hiftory of Greece, to the death of Alexander. JEliari 9 
author of the tallica, lived at this time; for he addrcfied his work 
to Adrian, Another writer of the fame name flourifhed about a 
hundred years after ; whence it is no eafy taflc to determine, which 
of thefe two was the author of the biftory of animals, of the bifloria 

(26) Stud. Hid. Pbct. c. 6S> (27) Suid. p. 743. Toff, c. I 2. Jonf. 
{•iii e.S. t (zS)Suid.p. frff hifi .Grac. /. ii. r. 10. (29) brig. 

in C, If. /■ i - /»- l 3 . ( 30) / »/~ if':/. /. i. c 1 . (31? Eufeb. prarp. I. I.e. 9* 
( 3-) Idem dud. /. iv. c 1 '3. ( 33) faff ibid. c. 16. {34; TertulL 
d. ani/n. c. 46. faff ibid. O/ig. tn Crlf Sutd.p. 1043. (35) Orig. 

Hid. Sut'J. p. + f??. ($?)S"ld. p. 229. faff. ibid. /. ii. 

f - I*- ( 3 S Said. p. 7 37 • ($■>)' U'id. 
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Rome p . He married Boionia Procilla, defcended from an 
iiluftrious family j and had by her Arria Fadilla^ the mother of 

Anioninm t 

p Idem ibid. p. 1 7. 

<varia 9 and of other pieces which are by the antients afcrioed to an 
^Elian, but long fince loft. 

Under Adrian flourimed the two Latin hiftorians Suetonius and 
Florus. C. Suetonius Tranquillus was the fon of Suetonius Lcnis, or 

Ltstus, a Roman knight, who, at the battle of Btbriacum, com- 
manded a legion in quality of tribune, as we have related in the 
foregoing part of this volume- The hiftorian was born about that 
time ; for he was very young in 83. that is, twenty years after the 
death of Nero (40). Pliny the younger had a great kindnefs for 
him, kept him conftantly with him, and wrote to one of his friends, 
that the more he knew him, the more he loved him, on account of 
"his probity, ingenuity, prudent conduct, and application (41). We 
may therefore fuppofe him to be the Tranquillus, whom, in one of 
his letters, he encourages to pleadacaufe, without being under any 
apprehenfion from a dream, which feemed to threaten him with bad 
fuccefs (42). In another letter (43), he feems very anxious about 
purchafing for htm a little place of retirement near Rome, proper 
lor a man of ftudy and application. In other letters he exhorts him 
to publifh his writings, fince they were finimed (44) ; and aiks his 
advice even as to his own conduct on a particular occanon (45) . He 
obtained for him the poll of a tribune ; which Suetonius begged him 
to confer upon Cafennius Silnjanus, his kinfman : this generous a&ion 
is greatly cried up by Pliny . Suetonius married, but had no children. 
However, Pliny, from Bithynia, wrote to Trajan, begging him to 
grant to his friend the privileges, which thofe enjoyed who had three 
children (46). The emperor feldom granted fuch favours, but 
neverthelefs could not help complying with the requeft of Pliny (47). 
Suetonius was afterwards fecretary to Adrian, but difcharged on ac- 
count of his difrefpe&ful behaviour towards the emprefs Sabina (48). 
Suidas ftyles him a Latin grammarian, and afcribes to him feveral 
grammatical works ; adding, that he likewife wrote a book upon 
the fports of the Creeks, two upon the mows of the Romans, two 
upon the Roman laws and cuftoms, one of the life of Cicero, a ca- 
talogue of iiluftrious Remans, and the lives of the emperors, which 
has reached our times (49). He wrote likewife in three books the 
hillory of the kings, which Paulinus abridged in verfc (50). His 
book concerning the inftitution of offices, quoted by Prifcian* is 
probably the fame with that of the Roman laws and cuftoms. He 
wrote, according to the fame Prifcian, eight books of the praton- 

(40.) Suet. <vit. Oth, cS' Dam. (41 ) Plin. I x. rp. 200. (4^ PA'ff. 
/. i. ep. 18. (43) Idem ibid, cp 24. (44) Idem, I. v. ep. 11. 
(45) idem, I. x. ep 34. C46) /dcm f I. x. ep. 100. (47) Idem 
ibid. ep. 101. (48) Spart* />. 6. (49) Suid. p. 934. (50) Juf. 
ep. 19. ( 

A book 
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Antoninus, who, after the death of her hufband Aurelius FuU 
vus, married Julius Lupus, and had by him a daughter named 

Julia 

A book Iikewife intitled de rebus <uariis 9 is by fome ascribed to 
him. From the great number of authors, who have quoted his 
works, it appears, that they were generally read, and greatly 
efteemed both by the Greeks and Latins. Tertullian quotes his book 
of the Roman fhows (51), and St. Jerom that of illuftrious men, 
upon the plan of which he wrote his own (52) : perhaps the lives of 
illuftrious grammarians, orators, and poets, commonly afcribed to 
Suetonius, were part of that work. The life of Pliny the elder is 
thought not to have been done by Suetonius, but by a much more 
modern writer (53). Vopifcus, fpeaking of his hiltory of the twelve 
Carfars, calls him an impartial and correct writer ; but adds, that he 
cannot compare him to Salluft, Li<vy, Tacitus, or Trogus (54) His 
writings are no lefs lewd and infamous, fays St. Jcrom 9 as quoted by 
Voffius (55), than were the lives of the emperors, whofe hiftory he 
writes. And truly, both he and Lampridius have mixed too much 
kwdnefs, as well as meannefs, in their writings ; whence they arc 
juftly cenfured by Kualdus, as teaching their readers to be vici- 
ous (56). 

Florus is thought to have been a native of Spain, and of the fa- 
mily of the Seneca* s ; that his family-name was Z,. Ann&us Seneca, 
and that being adopted by one Florus, he took the name of L. Ju- 
lius Florus. We read of one Julius Florus, who, in the reign of 
Tiberius, taught rhetoric in Gaul with great applatife (57). Spar~ 
tian, in the life of Adrian, quotes fome verfes compofed by a poet 
named Florus^ whom moil writers take to be the epitomizer of the 
Roman hiftory ; for that epitome was written in the reign of Trajan* 
and feems to be the product of a poetical genius. It is greatly 
efteemed by the learned, who ne verthelefs find fault with the author 
for not obferving with due punctuality the order of time. It is noc 
an abridgment of L':<vy*, for with him the author often difagrees. 
Whether the fummarie$ prefixed to each book of Z/fcy's hiftory 
were done by Florus, is uncertain (58). The poet Florus ufed, ic 
feems, to frequent taverns and eating houfes, which was looked 
upon in thofe days as highly unbecoming perfons of a liberal educa- 
tion. Hence Florus having written to Adrian the following verfes j 

Ego nolo Ctefor effe* 
sUnbulare per Britamios, 
Seytbicas pati pruinas. 

That is, 7 \i< fire not to be Caifar, to ramble among the Britons, and 
to endure th< frofls o/Scythia : Adrian anfwered thus : 

C 5 1 ) Tertull /pec. c. 5 . ( $2 ) Hicr. <uir. illuf. pr<ef. (53) Voff m 
b/t. Lat. I. i. 'c. 3,. (54) Phpi/c. in Firm. (55) F 0 Jf m bift. 
lat.L i. r. 31. (56; Ruald. i n <vit . Pint. r. 28. (57) Voff. bijK 
A i. c. 30. (58) V«ff. ibid. 
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yulia Fadilla. This daughter died before the emperor; but 
left a fon named Mummius Quadratus T* Antoninus was 
born at Lavinium, on the nineteenth of September of the year 
86, Domitian being then conful the twelfth time, with Corne- 
lius Do label la. He is fly led by Julius Capitolinus, who wrote 
his life, 7*. Aurelius Fulvius Boionius Antoninus ; but from fe- 
veral antient infcriptions it appears, that, inftead of Fulvius, 
we ought to read Fulvus r . As from his infancy he behaved 
himfelf in a very dutiful and obliging manner towards all his 
relations, many of them left him their eflates, by which means 
he became exceeding rich- He was a great lover of the country 
and country-diverfions, but neverthelels did not decline public 
employments, in which he acquitted himfelf with great re- 
putation and univerfai applaufe. He was conful in 1 20, after- 
wards one of the four confulars appointed by Adrian to 
govern Italy, and then fent into Afia with proconfular autho- 
rity ; where, by the mildnefs of his government, his affability, 
and engaging behaviour, he gained the efteem and affections of 
perfons of all ranks. Upon his return to Rome, Adrian ap- 
pointed him one of his council, and tranfacled nothing without 
his advice He married Annia Galeria, the fifter of Marcus 
Aurelius's father, and had by her two fons and two daughters. 
The eldeft of the daughters was married to Lamia Syllanus, 
but died foon after : (he was probably named Aurelia Fadilla; 
for we find one of that name called in an ancient infeription the 
daughter of the emperor T. Antoninus c . The other, named 
Annia Fauftina, was married to M. Aurelius, her coufin- 

1 Idem, p. 25. r Vide Sal mas. in not. ad Anton, vit- p. 47. 
8 Dio. 1. lxx. p. 800. Jul. Cap. p. 17. 1 Vide Mabill. 

analect. c. iv. p. 500. 

Ego nolo F lor us effe 9 
Ambulare per tabemai, 
Culices pati rotundas. 

That is, I defire not to be FloruF, to ramble among the taverns and 
eating boufes, and to be flung nuitb gnits (59). Aulus Gdlius men- 
tions one Terentius Scaur us* a celebrated grammarian, who flouri(h- 
cu under Adrian ; and highly commends T. Caflricius* whofe dif- 
ciplc'he himfelf had been [6o)\ but neither of them Teems to have 
left any works behind them. Scaurus had been preceptor to Adrian \ 
his fon was preceptor to L.Verus y and his grand fon, or rather great- 
grand fon, to Alexander $t*utrits (61). 

fog) Spart. p. 8. (Coy AaL GJL L xi. c. 15. # '3' 

(61) Vide Cttfaul'. in vit. L, I'cr. (>. 35. 
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o-erman u . The two fons, M. Aurelius Fulvus Antoninus? 
and M> Galerius Aurelius Antoninus* muft have died very 
young 9 for no mention is made of them in hiftory. 

Antoninus is celebrated by all the antients as one of the beft His eha- 
princes that every fwayed a fceptre. His behaviour to all was ra£2tr % 
extremely obliging : he was always ready to hear with patience 
the meaneft of the people : to no one was ever admittance de- 
nied to his palace or prefence, efpecially when they came to com- 
plain of his officers, minifters, or procurators. He was an ut- 
ter enemy to all pomp and often tation. His table fays his hi- 
frorian, was rich without extravagance, and frugal without 
meannefs. He never courted the favour of the people, but 
feemed rather to defpife popular applaufe, which had been the 
idol of moft of his predeceffi »rs. He never flattered others, 
nor fuffered any one to flatter him. He obferved with great His rcli- 
exactnefs, but without the leaft affe&ation, the Ro??wn laws and gio?t, con- 
ceremonies. He offered in perfon, as high pontiff", the facri- jtancy in 
fkes, which for other emperors had been offered by inferior friend/bip 9 
priefts 3 and never failed to aflift, unlefs prevented by fome in- 
difpofition, at all public a&s of religion, fhewing always a pro- 
found refpe£t for the deity w . It appears from an infcription of 
the year 143, the fifth of his reign, that the fenate erected a 
monument to his honour, in confideration of his great and ex- 
traordinary regard for the public ceremonies x . As he never 
admitted any to his friendfhip with whom he was not tho- 
roughly acquainted, he was a moft conftant friend, hearkened 
to no calumnies againft them, nor entertained any fears or jea- 
loufies, as Adrian had done, who in the end was weary of all 
his old friends, and difcharged them with ignominy. He was His cle- 
naturally of a fweet and mild temper, ever inclined to mercy, mency and 
which he fhewed even to the moft vicious and wicked, chuling miUincfs. 
rather to deprive them of the means of doing mifchief, than to 
punifh them according to their deferts. During his long reign 
of twenty-three years, he is faid never to have done any thing 
that favoured of cruelty, ill-nature, or could give to any perfon 
whatfoever juft motive of offence y 9 When he arrived in A/ia, 
with the character of proconful, he chofe to lodge the firft 
night in the houfe of Poiemon the celebrated fophiil, which was 
the beft and largeft in Smyrna. But the proud and unmannerly 
(ophift, who was then in the country, returning home about 
midnight, and finding the proconful in his houfe, inftead of 
thanking him for the honour he had done him, made fuch com- 
plaints of the liberty he had taken, as the clown was pleafed to 

M Jul, Cap. p. 18 — 23. w Idem ibid. Paus. 1. viii. x Rein. 
> nfcript. p. 308. y JuL. Cap. ibid. p. 18. Dio. ibid. 
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ftyte it, that Antoninus, to quiet him, was obliged to Iea#e the 
houfe at that time of night, and feek for a lodging elfewherc. 
However, when Antoninus was raifed to the empire, Polemon 
did nut fail to come to Rome to wait upon him- The emperor 
received him in a moft obliging manner, and ordered him to be 
lodged in the palace ; but at the fame time put him in mind of 
what had pafl'ed in Smyrna , by ordering his domeftics to take 
care that no one turned him out of his apartment z . A co- 
median complaining to the emperor, that Polemon had driven 
him out of the theatre at mid-day, Antoninus anfwered, He 
drove me out of my lodgings at mid-night, and neverthelefs 
I made no complaints a . As M. Aurelius was weeping for the 
death of one of his preceptors, the courtiers, creatures for the 
moft part void of humanity, reprefented to him, that it was 
beneath a prince to {hew fo much tendernefs and concern ; but 
Antoninus checked them with the following remarkable words ; 
Pray let him to weep, and give him leave to be a man ; for nei- 
ther philofophy nor the imperial dignity ought to extinguijh in 
Dijfemhles us the Jentiments of nature b . The emperor going one day 
affronts. to fee the fine houfe of Valerius Omulus, and admiring there, 

amongft other things, certain pillars of porphyry, he afked him 
where he had purchafed them ? But Omulus, inftead of being 
pleafed to .fee the emperor take notice of the ornaments of his 
houfe, returned him this rude anfwer, In other peoples houfes you 
mujl learn to he deaf and dumb c . Thus 0?nulus 9 who was a 
man of a fatirical temper, and given to raillery, treated on this, 
and feveral other occaflons, the good-natured prince, who could 
not, as he often owned, prevail upon himfelf to punifhanyper- 
fon for bare words, however free and difobliging. Having fent 
for Apollonius, the celebrated ftoic, who refided at Chalcis in 
Syria, to inftru£t M* Aurelius in the principles of that feet, the 
phtlofophcr flew to Rome, attended by a great number of difcipies, 
all Argonauts, fays Luc i an d , gaping after the golden fleece. 
Upon their arrival, Antoninus invited Apollonius to court, in or- 
der to deliver his difciple to him. The haughty pedant anfwer- 
ed with great infolence, that the mafter was not to come to the 
difciple, but the difciple to the mafter 5 which words being re- 
lated to Antoninus, Does Apollonius then, faid he, fmiling, 
think it a more troublesome journey from his lodgings to the palace, 

than from Chalcis to Kome? However, he ordered M. Aurelius 
to wait upon him 

a PiiiT.os. foph. 25. a Idem ibid. h Jut. Cap. ibid. 
• Idem ibid. A Lucian. in vit. Demonaft. p. 552. c ]^ 
Cap. p. 23. 
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<T. Antoninusims adopted by Adrian as we have related above, JW** 
upon the death of /Elius V ?rus Ccefar. Some authors write, that p rom pted 
Adrian was induced to prefer htm to fo many other great men, Adrian to 
by the particular refpeftand tender regard which Antoninus fhew- a *&* * im * 
ed to his father- rn-law, whom, as he was very old and dccrepid* 
he ufed conftantly to conduct to the fenate, attending him like a 
Have : Adrian feeing him one day leading and fupporting the old 
man, was fo pleafed with that fight, that he adopted him for 
that very reafon f . But Adrian could not by this alone be 
prompted to confer fo great an honour upon one, who had gi- 
ven fo many proofs of his extraordinary talents and ability. He 
chofe him, therefore, becaufe he judged him to be, of all the 
great men in Rome, the beft qualified for the fovereign power * m 
He was adopted on the twenty-fifth of February of the year 138, 
and at the fame time inverted with the proconfular and trihuni- 
tial power, honoured with the name of Carfar, now peculiar to 
the prefumptive heir of the empire, and diftinguifhed , as we con- 
jecture from fome ancient coins, with the title of emperor h , 
which had hitherto been given to none but the fovereign. We His future 
are told, that his fucceflion to the empire was prefaged long be- grandeur 
fore by many omens. While he governed part of Italy in quality pre/aged* 
of proconful, one from among the croud cried out to him, 
while he was adminrftering juftice, May the gods pro/per your 
undertakings, O Auguftus ! Upon his arrival in Afia, the priefte 
of the city of Tralles in Lydia received him not with the ufual 
falutation, Ave, proconful ! Hail, proconful ! but ftyled him em- 
peror. At Cyzicus, a crown belonging to the ftatue of one of 
the gods was found upon that of Antoninus, &c. ' l Adrian 
adopted Antoninus upon condition, that he mould adopt M. 
Junius Verus, the fon of his wife's brother, and L. Co7nmodus y 
the fon of L. V 9 .rus Cesfar, which he did accordingly before 
the death of Adrian, probably the fame day on which he him- 
felf was adopted k . The next day Antoninus returned the em- 
peror thanks in the fenate for the honour he had conferred 
upon him, diftributed large fums among the foldiery and po- j^- s 
puiace, employing on this occafion his own, and not the public, rofitj. 
money j and befides, paid what Adrian had promifed them. 
All the cities of the empire ufed, on fuch occafions, to prefent 
the adopted prince with fums of money inftead of crowns, which 
were thence called aurum coronarium. Thefe fums the gene- 
rous prince remitted intirely to the cities of Italy, and a moiety 
to all the reft. He even contributed out of his private fortune 

f Idem, p. 17. b Dio. 1. Ixix. p. 796, 797. h Goltz. 
p. 70. 'Jul. Cap. p. 8. * Spart. in Adr. p. 12. Jul. 
Cat. p. 16. Dio p. 797. 
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a great deal towards the works which Adrian was carrying on, 
and obeyed that prince, fo long as he lived, with as much re- 
fpe£fc and fubmiffion as the meaneft of his fubje£ts, except when 
he attempted to murder himfelf, or others 1 . Adrian dying at 
Baiee, on the tenth of July* he prevailed upon the fen ate, 
much againft their will, to confer fuch honours upon him as had 
been, decreed to the beft of emperors, and continued all thofe 
in their employments, who had been preferred by him. It 
was, according to fome writers, on account of this tender and 
filial refpe£l for the memory of his father, that the fenate de- 
creed him the glorious furname of Pius. Others think, that 
they diftinguifhed him with that title in regard of the great care 
he had of his father-in-law in his old age, or of Adrian in his 
ficknefs, or becaufe he faved many whom Adrian had com- 
manded to be murdered, or finally, on account of the natural 
fweetnefs of his temper, and the extraordinary refpecr. he fhewed 
on all occafions for religion and all religious perfohs m . Be that 
as it will, he bears the epithet of Pius in feveral medals of this 
very year, and is chiefly known by it in hiftory n - Paufaniat 
thinks he deferved not only this title, but that like wife which was 
given to Cyrus, viz. the father of mankind* in confideration 
of the paternal care he feemed to have of all men °. Commo- 
ditSy and the emperors who fucceeded him, aflurned the fame 
title; which ferved only to render their wiclcednefs the more re- 
markable p. This year, jf?itoninus was like wife honoured with 
the title of Augufius and of high pontiff* and his wife Faufiina 
with that of Augufla. He refufed many other honours which the 
fenate offered him, and among the reft the title of the father of 
bis country * 9 which, however, he accepted the following 
year r . We are told, that Antoninus* in the beginning of his 
reign, ordered the proconful of Africa to confult the goddefs 
Coslejlis* who was worfhipped at Carthage* about his fucceflbrs 
and the ftate of the empire 5 and that the pretended deity, after 
having uttered, like other oracles, many things obfeu re and un- 
intelligible, repeated the name of Antoninus eight times ; whence 
it was concluded, that Antoninus fhould reign eight years. But 
as he reigned near twenty-three, another conftrudtion was long 
after put upon the oracle, viz. that eight emperors fhould reign 
hearing the name of Antoninus ; which interpretation we fhall 
examine in the reign of the emperor Opilius Macrinus. 
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We know but very little of the actions of this great prince, 
and arealmoft quite at a lofs as to the order of them, with re- 
fpe£r. to what we know. Julius Capitolinus, who wrote his 
life and infcribed it to the emperor Dioclefian^ is but a very in- 
different hiftorian, and greatly confufed and perplexed in his ac- 
counts. What Dion CaJJius wrote of Antoninus has been loft 
eight hundred years fmce, and confequently before Xiphilin un- 
dertook the epitomifing of that author; fo that we can only give 
our readers a general idea of this excellent prince's government 
and conduct. He lived, according to "Julius Capitolinus^ after 
his acceflion to the empire, in the fame manner as he had lived 
while he was yet a private perfon ; no alteration appeared in his 
behaviour towards his friends, nor had any of his enemies ever 
the leaft motive to be grieved for his preferment. He would fj\ s Cx tra- 
fuffer none but Haves to wait upon him, {hewing on all occafions ordinary 
the greateft refpedfc imaginable for the equeftrian and fenatorial rcfpe& for 
orders. He never tranfadled any bufmefs of confequence with- the fenata- 
out the advice of the fenate, paying them, when emperor, rial and 
that regard which he defired to fee paid to them by other em- equeftnan 
perors, while he was a fenator. He frequently gave an Ac- or ^ ers ' 
count, even to the people, of all his actions and negotiations. 
When he demanded the confulfhip, or other employments, ei- 
ther for himfelf or his children, he appeared like a private perfon 
among the other candidates; which {hews, that he allowed the 
people, according to their antient right, tochufe the magiftrates. 
M. Aurelius owns, that Antoninus convinced him by his ex- 
ample, that one might lead a private life even in a court. % He H* IrJJetts 
moderated moft of the imports and tributes, and ftruStly in- thetri- 
joined his receivers and collectors to exa&them without any fe- outcs. 
verity or oppreflion, faying, that he chofe rather to be poor, 
than have his coffers filled at the expence of an oppreflcd peo- 
ple. He was no fooner raifed to the empire, than he difpofed of 
the greateft part of his private eftate in favour of the indigent ci- 
tizens ; and the emprefs Faujlina repining at his generoficy, he 
told her ; That a prince ought to have no private inrercft, no 
private property, and nothing in view, but the public welfare. 
He chofe for governors of provinces fuch only as were perfons p r <^,<s 
of known integrity, and is laid never to have preferred an undc- only nunaj 
ferving man to any employment whatsoever. Hence foine merit. 
continued in their pons during the whole time of his reign; for 
he was not for removing fuch as difcharged their office to the 
fat is fact ion of the people, unlets they themfelvcs deflred it, as did 
Orfitus governor of Ro?ne, and fomc others. Guvius Maximus 
was for the fpace of twenty years captain of the praetorian guards; 

s Jul. Cap. in Macrino. 1 Jul. Cap. p 20 — 5*-*. 
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and others held their employments during the whole time of his 
reign. His paternal eft ate, which was very great, he laid out in 
bounties and largefles ; but was very fparing of the public mo- 
ney : whence at his death his private coffers were found empty, 
but the exchequer full. He deprived feveral ufelefs perfons of the 
penfions which had been fettled upon them by Adrian, faying, he 
could not bear to fee the ftate devoured by thofe who were no- 
ways ferviceable to it, but lived in idlenefs upon the labours of 
others. Among thofe whom he thus treated, was Mefomedes, a 
lyric poet, whom Adrian had rewarded with a yearly penfion, 
on account of fome verfes in praue of his beloved Antinous. 
Tho* he was thus fparing of the public money, yet no one ever 
charged him with avarice ; for he gave daily inftances of an 
unbounded generofity. He would accept of no legacies from 
fuch as had children, and ordered the eftates of thofe who had 
been condemned for extortion, to be reftored to their children, 
after the perfons, whom they bad pillaged, had been fully fatis- 
Inflaneesof figj. Under no prince fewer eftates were confifcated tftan un- 
Sts equity. <|er him. He utterly extirpated the whole tribe of informers, 

and was ready, upon the leaft misfortune that happened to any 
city or province, to lellen their tribute and taxes u . Many obtained 
the privileges of Roman citizens for themfelves, and not for their 
children, who, in that cafe, remained Greeks , according to the 
expreffion of an ancient hiftorian, and confequently were inca- 
pable of enjoying their fathers eftates, which fell to the exche- 
quer, if the deceafed had no Roman citizen amongft his rela- 
tions. But this regulation, favourable indeed to the avarice of 
princes, but repugnant to humanity, Antoninus utterly abolifli- 
ed w . He beftowed great privileges and falaries, in all the pro- 
vinces of the empire, upon fuch men of learning as undertook 
the educating of youth ; maintained incredible numbers of chil- 
dren, whofe parents were indigent ; fupplied all fenators and 
magiftrates with large fums to defray the expences of their ne- 
ceflaryjournies, and fpent confiderable fums in (hows and fpec- 
tacles, complying therein with the inclinations of the people, 
tho' he himfelf had an utter averfion to fuch diverfions. 
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Tho* he was no- ways addicted to building, yet he raifed a 
great number of ftately edifices at Rome, and in the neighbour- 
hood. He caufed a port to be made at Cat eta, now Gaeta\ 
repaired that of Terracina-, finiflied Adrian's magnificent mau- 
foleum ; built a ftately palace at Lorium in Hetruria, about 
ten miles from Rome, in which place he had been educated ; 
and contributed large fums towards the repairing of feveral an- 
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tient buildings in Greece, Ionia, Syria, and Africa. The 
village of Pallantium in Arcadia was by him made a city, and 
exempted from all manner of tribute, becaufe Evander was 
fuppofed to have built, and peopled with the inhabitants of that 
village, a city in the place where Rome ftood *. He promifed, Promifttta 
in the beginning of his reign, to fpill the blood of no fenator ; put no fc- 
which promife he obferved fo religioufly, that one being con- nator to 
viewed of parricide, he contented himfelf with banifhing him, death, and 
even after he had owned his crime, to a defert ifland. Attilius o/3 fi rtt '* s 
Tatianus and Prifcianus being accufed of confpiring againft the kts P rQ ~ 
life of the emperor, the latter laid violent hands on himfelf, and m 'f Cm 
the former was only baniftied. Of his fon Antoninus took par- 
ticular care, and brought him up as if he had been his own 
child. He would fuffer no inquiry to be made after their ac- 
complices, anfwering the fenate, when they prefTed him to it, 
I do not care the world fliould know by how many perfons I 
am hated. He never engaged in any war which he could avoid, 
and was often heard to fay, that he had rather fave one citizen, 
than deftroy a thoufand enemies. By this means he gained the j s ejleemed 
affections, not only of his own people, who looked upon him even by 
as their father and proteftor, but likewife of the declared ene- the enemies 
mies of Rome, who entertained fuch an opinion of his equity, of Rome. 
juflice and moderation, that in their difputes they chofe him 
for their judge and arbitrator 5 and truly no Roman emperor 
was ever more efteemed and revered by all foreign nations than 
Antoninus. The king of the Parthians, having raifed a formi- 
dable army and invaded Armenia, retired, contrary to the ex- 
pectation of all, and difbanded his troops upon the receipt of a 
letter from Antoninus. The kings of Hyrcania, Baclria, and 
India, fent embafladors to him, courting his friendfhip, and 
defiring his alliance, Pharafmanes king of Iberia came in per- 
fon to wait upon him at Rome, and fhewed a far greater refpect 
and veneration for him, than he had formerly done for Adrian. 
The La%i , the Armeyuans, the §htadi, and feveral <S$£t na- 
tions, readily received fuch princes as he was pleafed td'appoint 
over them, tho* they were not then fubjetft to the empire y . 
Antoninus is by fome hiftorians compared, by others even pre- 
ferred, to Numa, on account of the tranquility which Rome 
enjoyed during the greateft part of his reign, and his extraordi- 
nary care of all things belonging to the worfliip of the gods and 
to religion. Julius Capitolinus tells us, that he was by perfons .Andrewer* 
of all ranks revered to fuch a degree, that neither the people e dby all 
nor foldiery could, for the fpace of a hundred years and upwards, ranks of 

men. 
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look upon any One as truly emperor, who did not bear the 
name of Antoninus ; which was therefore aflumed by all his 
fucceflbrs during a whole century : nay, Severus appointed, 
that the name of Antoninus fhould be peculiar to the emperors, 
like that of Augujlus % ; fo great was the veneration he had for 
Antoninus ! That great name was indeed profaned and difho- 
noured by Antoninus Caracalla ; but neverthelefs refpe&ed to 
fuch a degree, even after his reign, that the emperor Ma- 
crinus obliged his fon Diadumenus to affume it, fearing the fo!- 

diers would not acknowledge him emperor, unlefs diftinguilhed 
by that ftill venerable name a . 

Adrian died, as we have related above, on the ioth of July 
1 38, Camerinus and Niger being confuls. Thefe were fuc- 
ceeded by the emperor Antoninus, the fecond time conful, and 
Marries Caius Bruttius Prafens. This year Antoninus gave his daugh- 
bis daugh- ter Annia Fauftina in marriage to M. Aurelius* whom he 
ter Fauftf - created Cafar^ and at the requeft of the fenate, tho' this year 
na to M. on jy q Uae ftor, named for the confulate of the year enfuing; 
reuus. which he difcharged with him, as appears from an antient in- 

fcription on a monument railed to the honour of AT. Aurelius bj 
the two captains of the praetorian guards, Petronius Mamertt- 
nus and Gavius Maximus, and by the other officers of the ten 
praetorian cohorts, and the city-guards b . In another inferip- 
tion, which antiquaries take to be of this year, Antoninus is 
ftyled the benefactor and preferver of the city of Mopfuejlia, 
for having maintained the inhabitants in the pofleflibn of their 
antient rights and privileges c . From a third infeription we 
learn, that Antoninus ended this year an aqueduct, which had 
been begun by Adrian at New Athens in the ifland of Delos d . 
The next confuls were M. Peduccsus Siloga and T. Hoenius Se- 
verus e 9 during whofe ad miniftration one Celfus revolted ; but 
all we know of his revolt is, that on this occalion the emprefs 
Faujiiha\. was greatly difpleafed with the kindnefs which the 
The em- goo^^aitured emperor (hewed to his enemies f . Soon after 
prefs Faufi Faufitna^x^ and was,, notwithstanding the diflblute life (he 
tina dies, had, led, at .tjie. requeft of Antoninus, honoured with divine wor- 
mnci 1 s ftup, priefts,, temples, (latues of gold and filver, &c. Games were 
ranked inftituted to her honour, and her ftatue was, by Antoninus'* or* 
among the der, .carried amongft thofe of the other gods at theCircen/ian fports. 
go s. rp ne emperor was not unacquainted with her irregular conduft; 

but had done all that lay inhis power to keep her diforders conceal- 
ed from the multitude The following year, L. Cufpius Rufinm 
and L. Statius Quadratus being confuls, Antoninus inftituted fo- 
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lemn fporcs at Puteoli, in honour of Adrian, which were ftyled 
PA* and Pialia, and were to be celebrated the fecond year of each 
olympiad h . The next confuls were C. Bellicius Torquatus and Atticus 
Tiberius Claudius Atticus Her odes. The latter, who is. greatly Herodes 
cried up by Aulus Gellius 1 and Philojlratus k , was a native of is rai/ed 
Athens, and the moft eloquent orator of his time- He had an *° f bf con- 
extraordinary talent at making fpeeches off-hand ; but not hzv-f u tfl>*P* 
ing fucceeded as he expected in one which he made while he 
was yet a youth before the emperor Adrian, he attempted to 
drown himfelf in the Danube. He inftru&ed HA. Aurelius and 
L. Verus in the Greek tongue, and was greatly efteemed by 
Antoninus, who appointed him governor of the free cities of 
AJia. He died in the fifteenth year of the reign of Marcus Au- 
relius, and 176 of the chriftian aera, and left behind him many 
fpeeches, letters, and other works, none of which have reached The Bri- 
our times. In the following confulfhip of Lollianus Avitus and gantcs re- 
Claudius Maximus, the Brigantes in Britain revolted ; but wit, and 
were foon reduced by Lollius Urbicus governor of that province, *r* rt- 
who deprived them of great part of their country, fubdued the duced* 
moft northern nations, and built a new wall between the friths 
of Forth and Clyde K For the victories gained by Lollius, An- 
toninus was honoured, as appears from fome atitient medals* 
with the title of Britannicus m . The next year Antoninus en- 
tered upon his fourth confulfhip, having for his collegue M. 
Aurelius Ccsfar, the fecond time conful, and gave the manly 
robe to Lucius VerusYm adopted Con, who had ended the four- 
teenth year of his age on the fifteenth of December of the pre- 
ceding year. He imitated therein Augujlus, who had taken 
upon him the confular dignity when he gave the manly robe to 
his adopted children Caius and Lucius Cafar. The fame year 
Antoninus confecrated the temple which he had built to the ho- 
nour of Adrian, and on that occafion diftributed confiderable 
fums among the populace n . In the next confulfhip of Sex, 
Erucius Clarus and Cn. Claudius Sever us, fome difturbances 
were raifed in Germany and Dacia ; but were foon compofed by 
the governors of thofe provinces. The Alani like wife, at- 
tempting to invade the Roman dominions, were driven back 
into their own country with no fmall lofe°. During the admi- 
niftration of the following confuls Largus and Mejfalinus, the 
emperor inverted M. Aurelius with the tribunitial and procon- 
fular power. By Faujlina, the daughter of Antoninus, he had 
already a daughter named Lucilla, who was afterwards married 

u Idem, p. 13. Paci, p. 211. 1 Aul. Gp.l. 1. ix. c. z. 
k Phi lost. foph. xxvii. ■ Vide Alpohd. annal. Britan. ad 
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to jL. Verus. The emperor on all occaflons (hewed a particu- 
lar efteem for M. Aurelius, confulted him in all affairs of mo- 
ment, often followed his advice, and fuffered him to govern as 
if he had been his partner in the fovereign power, giving no 
ear to the malicious infinuations of thole who attempted to 
eftrange his mind from the young prince, as if he wifhed for his 
death p. As the conduct of L. verus was very different from 
that of M. Aurelius, the emperor treated him in a quite diffe- 
rent manner, not beftowing upon him either the title of Cafar, 
or any other peculiar to the apparent heir of the empire ; nay, 
he did not, during the whole time of his reign, invert him with 
any power whatfoever ; which was a plain indication, that he 
difliked him, and not without reafon, as we fhall fee hereafter, 
and only fuffered him, becaufe he had been obliged by Adrian 
to adopt him q . This year, being by the Romans reckoned the 
nine hundredth of their city, the fecular games were celebrated 
by Antoninus with extraordinary pomp and magnificence r . In 
the confulate of Torquatus and Julianus, the Moors took up 
arms, upon what provocation we know not, but were utterly 
defeated, driven quite out of their own country, and obliged to 
flielter themfelves in the moft diftant parts of Libya beyond 
mount Atlas s . The three following years were quite barren 
of events. In the firft Servius Scipto Orfitus and £K Nonius 
Prifcus were confuls ; in the fecond Glabrio Gallicanus and Vi- 
tus 5 and in the third §>uintilius Condi anus and Quintilius Maxi- 
mus. The two latter were brothers, and are mightily cried up 
by the antients, on account of their learning, their experience 
both in civil and military affairs, their wealth, and, above all, 
in regard of their mutual unity and concord ; for they acted on 
all occafions, fays Dion CaJJius^ as if they had not been two, 
but one perfon : whence they arc known in hiftory by the name 
of the Quintilii. They governed the provinces together, the 
one being lieutenant to the other; were confuls together; 
wrote to the emperor, received anfwers, judged caufes, ftub- 
lifhed books in common, and were in the end unjuftly con- 
demned and executed together by order of the emperor Commo- 
dusj as we (hall relate in the hiftory of that prince's reign 
They were natives of Troas* and highly eftcemed by M. An- 
reliits, under whom they governed Greece in 173* and Panno- 
mam 178. They publifhed a treatife on agriculture, whereof 
fome fragments have reached our times u . 
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Th e following year, the fifteenth of Antoninus 's reign, Sex- 
tus yunius Glabrio and Cm Omullus Verianus being confuls, that 
eminent champion of the chriftian religion, J ujlin the martyr, 
publifhed his firft apology, and prefented it to the emperor, to 
his adopted Tons, and to the fenate. As Antoninus was a prince 
of a mild difpofition, he was fo far moved by it, and by the in- Antoninus 
formations which he had received from other parts of the em- ^L/° ttr "r 
pire, that he wrote a letter to the whole province of AJia in f» e 
favour of the diftrefied chriftians, which he concluded with thefe 
words ; If any one for the future Jha 11 molejl \tbe chriftians, and 
accufe them merely on account of their religion, let the per/on 
who is arraigned be difcharged, though he is found to be a chri- 
Jlian, and the accufer be punijhed according to the rigour of the 
lazv w . At the fame time the emperor wrote in behalf of the 
chriftians to the Athenians, Thejfalonians, Larijfeans in Thef 
faly, and to all the Greeks x . Thefe letters put a flop to the 
perfecution ; which however broke out anew, and raged with 
great violence under Marcus Aurelius, Antoninus 9 s fucceflbr, 
as we mail relate hereafter. The following year, when C. Several 
Bruttius Prof ens and A. Junius Rufinus were confuls, the 77- calamities, 
ber, overflowing its banks, laid the lower parts of Rome under 
water. The inundation was followed by a fire, which con- 
fumed part of the city, and a famine, which fwept off" great 
numbers of the citizens, notwithstanding the care which the 
good-natured emperor took to have corn conveyed to the city 
from the moft diftant provinces. The fame year the cities of 
Narbonne in Gaul, and Antioch in Syria, and the great fquare 
at Carthage, were in great part confumed by accidental fire ; 
but foon reftored by Antoninus to their former condition y . 
This year L. Verus difcharged the office of quseftor, and exhi- 
bited on that occafion public mows, at which he prefided, fit- 
ting between Antoninus and M. Aurelius. The following year 
he was raifed to the confulfhip, and had for his collegue T. Sex- 
tius, or, as he is called by others, Sextilius Lateranus. C. Ju- 
lius Sevcrus and M. Rufinus Sabiniamts difcharged that office 
next, and were fucceeded by M. Ceionius Silvan us and C. Se- 
rlus Augurinus, during whofe confulfhip the cities of Cos and 
Rhodes, with feveral others in Lycia and Caria, were over- 
turned by a violent earthquake ; but foon reftored to their for- 
mer luftre, Antoninus contributing thereunto immenfe fums, 
and making good the loffes which the inhabitants had fuftatned*. 
The four following years are quite barren of events. The con- 

w Euseb. 1. iv. c. 26. Just. apol. p. 100. Chron. Alex. p. 608, 
610. * Euseb. ibid. & 1. iv. c . 13. v Jul. Cap. p. 20. 
VxcT.epit. * Jul. Cap. p. 21. 

fuls, 
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fuls were Bar bar us and Regulus ; Tertullus and Sacerdos ; 
Plautius Quintillus and iW. Statius Prifcus Appius Annius 
Bradua and 5T- Vibius Bradus,* The two latter were fucceeded 
by M. Aurelius Cafar the third time, and Z. V ?rus the fecond 
time, conful. During their administration, the emperor was 
Is taken ill feized with a violent fever at Lorium* one of his country-feats, 
end dies* which in a few days put an end to his life on the feventh of 

March * after he had lived feventy- three years, five months, 
and fixteen or feventeen days, and reigned twenty-two years, 
feven months, and twenty-fix days. When he found death 
approaching, he fent for the captains of the praetorian guards, 
and the chief officers of the court, and in their prefence con- 
firmed his adoption of M. Aurelius* and reconuhended to him 
the empire, without talking the leaft notice of Lucius Verus. He 
then ordered the golden image of Fortune* which always flood 
in the emperor's bed-chamber, to be removed to the room of 
M. Aurelius. When the tribune came for the parole, the 
word he gave him was equanimity. He left his paternal eftate 
to his daughter, and legacies to all his friends and domefiiesi 
He is wit- Though he died in an advanced age, he was no lefs lamented 
werfaih ^y all the fubje&s of the empire, than if he had been (hatched 
lamented, from them in the bloom of his youth a . His funeral was per- 
formed with the utmoft pomp and magnificence, and his body 
depofited in the pompous maufoleum of his predeceflbr Adrian; 
on which occafion two funeral orations were pronounced j one 
by M. Aurelius* and another by L. Verus. He was by the fe- 
nate ranked among the gods, a temple was built to his honour, 
priefts, facrifices, and annual fports, inftituted, &c. b . Gordia- 
nus* who aflumcd the title of Augujlus at Carthage* in the year 
237, wrote in his youth an elegant poem, intituled Antonzniades % 
defcribing the lives, the wars, the public and private actions, of 
Antoninus and his fucceflbr M. Aurelius* named lilcewife Anto- 
ninus c ; but that work has not reached our times. Some (peeches 
were publiflied under the name of Antoninus* which Afarius 
Maxitn us maintained to be his, though they were commonly 
thought to have been written by others d . Of the writers who 
flourilhed under him, we (hall fpeak in our note (E). 

AL Aurelm 

* Idem, p. 2z. b Idem ibid. e Idem in Gord. d Idfem 
in Anton, p. 21. 

(E) Thefe were Juflin, Julius Paulus, Appian, Callinicus Suto- 
riuSj Cal<vifius Taurus, Wpo/lonius, Ptolemy the aftrologer, Front o t 
TelrphtUy and Claudius Ma xivius\ *\Juji [in is thought to have in- 
scribed his abridgment of ffrogus Pofrrpei us to the emperor Antoni- 

wus Pius. That writer, in an antient manufcript, is fly led M. 7«* 

nianm 
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M. Aurelius is by all' the antients reckoned the beft prince Marcus 

that ever fwayed a Iceptre, and his reign commonly ftyled The Aurelius 

golden age j for he made good the faying which he had borrowed Antoninus 

of Plato* and had often in his mouth, was. That ftates would jumamed 

be The Phi- 

lofopher. 

nianus Juftinus. His work was known to St. Jerom, St. Auftin % 
and Orofius, who often copies him . Some have confounded Juftin 
the hiftorian with Juftin the martyr, who flouriftied about the fame 
time ; but never publiihed any work in the Latin tongue, not even 
the apologies which he wrote at Rome, and prefented to the emperor. 
Trogus Pompeius 9 whofe hiftory Juftin abridged, is ranked among 
the beil hiftorians of Auguftus*s reign, and put upon the level with 
Li<vy, Salluft, and Tacit us [6 1 ). Julius Paulas publiihed feveral poetical 
pieces, and is commended by Aulas Gellius, on account of his great 
erudition and probity. He lived in GeHius's time ; but died before 
that grammarian began to write : whence he is thought to have 

fiouriihed under Adrian and Antoninus (62). Appian, who Wrote 

the Roman hiftory in Greek, was a native of Alexandria, pleaded 
fome time at Rome, and was afterwards employed by the emperors 
to take care of their private eftates and revenues (63). He lived in the 
reigns of Trajan, Adrian, and Antoninus, and was writing in the year 
900 of Rome, the tenth of Adrian's reign (64J. His Roman hiftory is, 
properly fpeaking, a feparate and diftincl: hiftory of all the nations 
fubjecl to Rome, from the earlieft times to the reign of Auguftus, tho* 
he fometimes carries it down to the time of Adrian (65). He fpeaks 
of the deftru&ionof Jerufalem under Adrian, as happening in his time 

(66). His hiftory of the wars of Africa , Syria, Partbia, Pontus, Ibe- 
ria, Spain, Illy ri cum, and of Hannibal and Mitbri dates, with five 

books of the civil wars, of which he wrote feven, have reached us ; 
and befides, fome fragments of feveral other hiftories copied by M. Va- 
lors from the collections of Conftanti?ie Porphyrogenit us . He like wife 
wrote the hiftory of the wars of Judaea, and of that which Traja n waged 
with the Dacians (67). Pbotius admires the elegance of his ftyle, 
but chiefly commends him as an unbiaifed writer, and one who, in 
his accounts, aimed moftly at truth (68). He borrowed many 
things of Polybius and Plutarch, whom he often copies J6g). Sea- 
liger is of opinion, that many things unworthy of fo great an hi- 
ftorian have been, by the ignorant tranferibers, inferred into his hi- 
ilory of Syria. His plan, which was to write the hiftory of Rome, 
and all the provinces of the empire, was much admired by Eva- 
gnus ( 70) . Callinicus Sutorius was a native of Petra in Arabia \ 

but fpent moft part of his life at Athens. He wrote the hiftory of 

(61 J Voff. lift. Lat. c. 19, tjf 23. (Sz) Aul, GelL I. i. c. 22. 

I v. c . 4. /. xvi. c. 10. /. xix. c. 7. toff. poet. Lat. p. 52. (63) Appian. 
in Syr. Suid. p. 353. ^64) Appian. p. 7. (65) Idem, p. 4. 

Evftgr. I. vi. c. 24. (66) Jppian. in Syr. p. 83. (67) Idem 
wd. p. 10. Phot. c. 57. (62 J Phot. ibid. (6q) Vojf. hift. 

Greet, i ii. c. 13, (yoj E<vag. I. vi. 1. 24. 
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be happy, when princes were philofophers e . He was of the 
Annian family, which fome writers derive from Nutria Pompi- 

e Dio.l.bori. p. 815. Jul. Cap. in M Aur. p. 33. 

Alexandria in ten books, quoted by St. Jerom (71), and ptiblifhed 
feveral other pieces on various fubjecls (72). Some fragments in 
Greek by one Callinicus, pubiifhed by Leo Allatius, are afcribed by 

VoJJius to Callinicus Satorius (73). s^MX.JonJJius fuppofes Callinicus 

Sutorius to have flourifhed in the time of the emperor G alii en us, to 
whom, and not to Galen the celebrated phyfician, he inferibed, in 
his opinion, one of his works (74). Calvifius Taurus is often men- 
tioned by Aulus Gellius y who went to hear him while he inftrufted 
the Athenian youth in the principles of the Platonic philofophy {75). 
He was a native of Tyre, according to Pbiloflratus ; but, according 
to Suidas (76), and Eufebins (77), of Berytus. He pubiifhed feve- 
ral works, one among the reft ihewing the difference between the 
do&rine of Plato and that of Arijlotle. Aulus Gellius quotes a 
treatife written by him on anger, and the firft book of his commenti 
upon Plato^s Gcrgias (78). The fame writer commends him on ac- 
count of hisabftinence; for he lived chiefly upon lentils (79). Ti- 
lephus* who inftrucled L. V erus in the Greek tongue, was born in 
Pergamus, and wrote a book on the rhetoric of Homer, another on 
the perfect agreement between that poet and Plato ; the lives of 
fuch poets as had written comedies or tragedies j inftruclions on the 
choice of books ; a defcription of Pergamus, with the hiftory of its 
kings and laws ; an account of the laws and cuftoms of Athens ; and 

a collection of epithets (80). Claudius Maximus was by birth a Tyrian, 
and one of M. Jurelius's preceptors, whom he inftrufted in the prin- 
ciples of the Stoics. He publilhed feveral philofophical pieces, 
and difcourfes on the Platonic philofophy, which have reached our 
times, and are defer vedly efteemed by the learned. Some writers 
are of opinion, that he was conful in the year 1 44, the feventh of 
Antoninus' 1 s reign, and afterwards proconful of Africa (81). We 
have already mentioned Apollonius the lloic, who was another of M. 
Aurelius's preceptors, and whom that prince went frequently to hear, 
even after he was raifed to the empire. Mod writers afcribe to him 
a work mentioned by Photius, wherein the author gives an account 
of illuftrious women, of fuch efpecially as had applied themfelves 
to the lludy of philofophy (82K Ptolemy, the celebrated allrologer 

and geographer, Hour idled under Adrian and Antoninus. He made 
his laft agronomical obfervation on a Wednejday, the fecond of Feb- 
ruary in the year 141, the fourth of Antoninus' 's reign; but never- 

(71I Hier. hi Dan. (72) Suid. p. 1360. (73/ Vojf. ibil 
(74) Jonf. I. iii. c. 9. (75) Aul. Gel. /. xviii. c. 10. (76) 
Suid. />. 871. (77) Eufch. in cbrott. (78) Aul. Gel. I. i.e. 26. 
/. vi c. 14. (79) Idem /. xvii. c. 8. (80) Suid. p. 897. 

fid? P. Pagi.p. 144, ^82) Jon/. I iii. c. 9. Phot, p. 161. Spank. 
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lius: However that be, it is certain, that his great-grandfather His ex- 
yfnnius Verus, originally of Succuba?, a city of Bcstica in Spain, traclion % 
was the firft fenator of the Annian family, and afterwards created P re A' r ~ 
praetor. His fon, who bore the fame name, was by Vefpafian ******* 
raifcd to the rank of a patrician, appointed governor of Rome 3 
and honoured twice with the confulfhip. He had three chil- 

thelefs Suidas fuppofes him to have lived to the reign of M. Au- 
relius, and gives us a catalogue of his works. His geography is 
greatly commended by the antients ; but we arc told, that fome of 
the manufcript copies of that work are very different from the printed 
copies (8 3 J. Suidas writes, that he was born in Alexandria ; but 
VoJJius maintains, that he was a native of Pe/ufium, and fuppofed to 
have been an Alexandrian, becaufe he made his agronomical obfer- 
vations in that city ( 84J. Sulpitius Apol/inaris, a celebrated gram- 
marian, is often mentioned by Aulus Gellius, who feems to have 
entertained a great opinion of him (85). He left fome letters and 
fome grammatical writings, wherein he found fault with another' 
grammarian, by name C&J "elli us Vindex (S6). Some of his obfer- 
vations upon Terence have reached our times (87) M. Cornelius Fronto 
is cried up by the antients, as one of the belt orators of his age, and 
by fome put upon the level with Cicero. Aulus Gellius tells us, that 
he never vifited him, which he did frequently while he was yet 
very young, without profiting much by his inltr uclions f88). In 
Adrian's time he pafled for the mod eloquent orator of that age, and 
was afterwards appointed by Anto?iinus to teach Af. Aurelius and L. 
Verus the Latin eloquence. M. Aurelius valued him above all his 
preceptors, caufed a ftatue to be erected to him in Rome, and hon- 
oured him with the confular dignity (89). St. Jerom ftyles him an 
illuftrious orator ( 90) 5 and Sidonius fpeaks of him as the author of 
a particular kind of diftion, more grave, and lefs flouriftied, than 
that of the antient orators (91). He publifhed feveral harangues, 
one of which, againft Pclops, was highly efteemed, and preferred to 
all the reft (92). Sojipater Cbarijius publiflied fome letters of his, 
and other writings, on the propriety of words, in the collection of 
authors who have written on the Latin tongue (93^. Sidonius com- 
mends one Leo, a man of great rank in the fifth century, for adopting 
the ftyle of Fronto, from whom he wa3 defcended (94^. We read 

in Minucius Felix, that one Fronto, a native of Cirtha in Numidia, 

publiflxcd fome difcourfes againft: the chriftians, which were in great 
requeft about the beginning of the third century (95^. Thefe dif- 
courfes arc, by fome able critics, afcribed to Fronto the orator. 

(83) Voff kift. Gr<ec. I. iv. c. \y. Cyp. di/put. append, c. 16. 
(84.) Voff. ibid. (85) Aul. Gel. L iv. c. 17. /. xiii. c: 17. &c. 
(86) Aul. Gel. I. vi. r. 6. /. xx. r- 6. /. xiii c. 19. dsfr. (87) Vide 
Cal-vif. an. 163. (88) GelL I ii. e. 26. (89) Jul. Cap. in Au- 
rel. p, 23. (90) Hier.in cbron. (91^ Sid, /.i. epift. I. /. iv. 
epifl 3. (c^z)Sid.l. viii ep. to. ^93) Vide Cafaub. in Spar t. 

M A«r. (9 t| .; lid. I. viii. epift. 3. (95) Min* FJ. q. 8. 

Vol. XI V. 4 D dren, 
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dren, Annius Verus, the father of M. Aurellus ; Annlus Llbo, 
who Was conful ; and An?iia G alert a Fauftlna, who was mar- 
ried to the emperor Antoninus Pius, Annius Verus married 
Domitla Calvllla, called alfo Lucllla, the daughter of Calvijius 
Tullus, Who had been twice conful, and had by her M. Aurc- 
lius and a daughter named Annia Cornificla. M. Aurellus was 
born in Rome, during his grandfather's fecond confulihip, on 
the 26th of April of the year 121, which was the fourth of 
Adrian's reign. His firft name was Cat ill us Sever us, that of 
his mother's grandfather, who had been governor of Rome, and 
twice conful. Upon the death of his father, who died in his 
prsetorfhip, he was adopted by his grandfather Annius Ve~ 
rus, and took his name. The emperor Adrian ufed to call him 
HA. Annius V ?rlj/imus, on account of his great fincerity ; and 
under that name Jujlln the martyr addrefles him in his fecond 
apology. When he was adopted by Antoninus, he took the 
names of Mllus Aurellus Verus, the name of Aurellus being 
peculiar to the family of Antoninus, and that of AZlius to the 
family of Adrian, into which Antoninus had been adopted. 
Upon his acceflion to the empire, he left the name of Verus to 
L. Commodus, his brother by adoption, and took for himfelf that 
of Antoninus ; but is generally diftinguiflied from his predecef- 
for, either by the praenomen of Marcus, or the furname of 
Philofophus ; which was given him by the unanimous confentof 
hiftorianS, and not by any public a<St or decree of the fenate f . 
His educa- He was from his tender years brought up by the emperor Adrian, 
tion. whom Dion CaJJius calls his kinfman B . Xhat prince would 

have willingly adopted him, and named him for his fucceflbrj 
but chofe in his room, as he was then too young, T. Antoninus, 
who had married his aunt, obliging him to adopt his. nephew h . 
Annius Verus, his grandfather, committed the care of his edu- 
cation, while he was yet an infant, to a matron, who lived in 
his houfe ; but M. Aurellus thanks the gods, that he was but a 
fhort while under her tuition 1 ; for Adrian, taking him from 
his grandfather, brought him up in the palace, employing the 
greateft men of that age to inftrucl: him in every branch of 
His fiudics literature. He applied himfelf to the ftudy of philofophy under 
and learn- the celebrated fophift Apollonius Sextus of Cbaronca^ Plutarch\ 
ing, nephew, yunius Ruftlcus* Claudius Maxlvius, Cinjia Catul- 

lus, and Claudius Severus ; to that of eloquence under Her odes 
Attlcus and M. Cornelius Fronto ; and to the ftudy of the law 
under L. Volufius Metlanus, or, as fome ftyle him, Ad.txlanui^ 

f Dio. 1. Ixix. p. 797. Jul. Cap. in M. Aur. Justin, apol. ii. 
GnuT.p. 300. * Dio. ibid. h J ul. Cap. p. 23. Eutkop. 
* M. Aua. de fcip. 1. i. c. 14. 

the 
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the moft learned civilian of that age. M. Jurelius is faid to 
have excelled in all thefe branches of learning, and to have beer* 
one of the greateft orators, philofophers, and civilians, of his 
time. He delighted chiefly in the ftudy of philofophy, was 
thoroughly acquainted with the tenets and principles of the dif- 
ferent fe<Sts, and, when he was but twelve years old, enter- 
ed himfelf among the philofophers, wore their habit, an4 
pra&ifed all their aufterities, lying on the ground, failing, and 
abftaining from feveral meats. He mewed, even after he was His refpea 
emperor, great refpecl: to thofe who had inftru&ed him, efpe- to his pre- 
cially to Junius Rujiicus, of whom we have fpoken in our notes 5 ceptors. 
tranfadted nothing without his advice (for he was a perfon well 
verfed iu the arts both of peace and war); faluted him always 
before the captains of the guards 5 raifed him twice to the con- 
fulfliip ; and, after his death, prevailed upon the fenatetp erecl: 
him a ftatue. He fhewed no lefe gratitu.de and veneration to- 
wards his other mafters, fetting up in his clofet their images in 
gold, vifiting frequently their fepulchres, and adorning them 
with crowns, victims, and flowers. His great application to p r a&ifes 
the ftudy of philofophy, and the aufterities he pra&ifed, im- the aufte- 
paired his health to fuch a degree, that he became very weak rities of 
and infirm, though naturally of a robuft conftitution k . To the philofi- 
ftrengthen his ftomach, greatly weakened by failing when he was fhers. 
but a youth, he ufed to take every day fome treacle, which was 
made up for him by one of his phyficians, named Demetrius^ 
and, after his death, by the celebrated Galen l . As he led a 
very regular life, he lived, notwithftanding his bad health, al- 
moft to the age of fixty, and performed great things, applying 
ing himfelf to the difpatch of bufinefs with more care and afli- 
duity, than any of his predeceflbrs had done. He had an utter His aver- 
averfion to all forts of mows, fports, and diverfions, being na- Jion to 
rurally grave and ferious ; but neverthelefs appeared at them Jhoivs, and 
fometimes, tho' very feldom, that he might not feem to con- "// diver- 
demn thofe who frequented them. He ufed, while he was em- Jtom m 
peror, to read, write, or talk to his minifters about public af- 
fairs, during the whole time of the fports, for which he was 
often rallied by the populace, but defpifed their railleries" 1 . 
When he was but fixteen, he made over his paternal eftate to 
his After, faying, that his grandfather's eftate was enough for 
him. Adrian adopted Antoninus Pius, as we have related above, 
upon condition, that he fhould adopt Af. Aurcllus, at that time 
eighteen years old, and L. Com modus , who was only in the 

k Jul. Cap. ibid. M. Anton. J. i. c. 3. 1 Gai. en. prog. 

p. 460. dc antidot. c 2. & lib. dc ther. p. 457. m Jul. Cap. 
p. 23. 
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feventh or eighth year of his age, but already Adrian *s grandfort 
by adoption, being the fon of L. Mlius Carfar. Thefe adop- 
tions happened, in all likelihood , on the fame day that Anto- 
ninus was adopted, that is, on the twenty-fifth of February of 
the year 138. M. Aurelius was fo far from being elated with 
his new dignity, that, on the contrary, he could not help be- 
traying great uneafinefs and concern, telling thofe who came 
to congratulate him upon his promotion, that they knew not 
how difficult and dangerous a thing it was to command. Adrian 
at the fame time appointed him quaeftor for the enfuing year, 
though he had not yet attained the age required by the laws of 
Rome for the difcharge of that dignity n . The fame prince had 
betrothed to him, when he was but fifteen, the daughter of 
L. Verus C<sfar, named, as is commonly believed, Fabia\ and 
appointed, that Antoninus fhould give his daughter Annia Fau- 
Jiina to young Lucius. But upon the death of Adrian^ Anto- 
ninus propofed a match between his daughter, and M. Aure- 
lius^ who agreed to it, married her fome years after, and had a 
daughter by her in the year 147, the ninth of Antoninus 's reign, 
named Lucilla 9 who was married to L. Verus in 164, and 
afterwards to Pompeianus. He had feveral other daughters by 
her, of whom three were ftill alive in the year 193, and one 
was put to death by Caracal/a in 212. Annia Fauftina brought 
him likewife feveral fons, viz. Commodus 9 who was afterwards 
emperor, Antoninus Geminus 9 Severus^ or rather Verus , ftyled 
on fome medals Annius Verus 9 Aurelius Antoninus^ and T. 
Mlius Aurelius. Commodus and Antoninus Geminus were twins, 
born on the thirty-firft of Auguft of the year 161, the firft of 
their father's reign °. In the year 1 39, Antoninus named M. 
Aurelius conful for the enfuing year 3 declared him Cafar, lodg- 
ed him in the palace of Tiberius, and took him in a manner for 
his partner in the empire. Af. Aurelius^ without being in the 
leaft elated with thefe extraordinary honours, purfued his for- 
mer courfe of life, vifited his friends, as if he had been a private 
perfon, frequented the fchoolsof the philofophers, applied him- 
fclf to the itudy of the Greek and Latin eloquence, &c. In 
the beginning of the year 147, Antoninus inverted him with the 
proconfular and tribunitial power^ and thenceforth tranfa£ted 
nothing without his advice, which he generally followed, as he 
entertained a high opinion of his integrity, penetration, and ex- 
traordinary accomplifhmcnts p. 



"Jul. Cap. p. 24. * Jul Cap. ibid. 8c in L. Ver. p. 39 
Herodian. 1. i. p. 46. 8c 1. iv. p. 546. Grut. p. 252. Pagi, 

f. 180. p Jul. Cap. p. 25. Aristid. orat. ix. p. 107. 
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Antoninus having declared, a little before he died, M. Aure- 
lius his fucceflbr, and recommended to him the empire and trig 
daughter in the prefence of the chief officers of the court, the 
fenate, as foon as he expired, obliged M Aurelius^ fays the au- 
thor of his life, to accept the fovereignty, and take upon him 
the management of affairs, without fo much as mentioning £. 
Verus, who was like wife the fon of Antoninus by adoption, but 
very different in his temper and conduct both from his father and 
brother, being intirely abandoned to all manner of debauchery, 
and more inclined to tread in the footfteps of Nero and Caligula, 
than to imitate the virtues of T. Antoninus and M. Aurelius 9. 
Antoninus , who was well acquainted with his temper, had ne- 
ver invefted him with any power, nor even conferred upon him 
the title of Catfar. However, M. Aurelius immediately de- ™ 
clared him not only Cafar, but Augujlus^ and his partner in ^ 
the fovereign power ; fo that Ro??ie faw herfelf then for the * artner i„ 
time governed by two fovereigns at once. As they were at the t y t y Qtvc ^ 
fame time confuls, this year, the 161 ft of the chriftian aera, is re jg, 2 ty m 
diftinguiQied in the Fajli and inferiptions by .the confulate of the 
two Augufti. This action of Marcus Aurelius is cried up by 
Ariftides as the greateft, and the moft heroic and magnanimous, 
that is recorded in hiftory of any prince r . In raifmg Lucius to 
the empire, he gave him the name of Virus \ fo that he was 
thenceforth named Lucius Verus, inftead of Lucius Commodus : 
he added that of Antoninus^ which he ailum^d himfelf; whence 
he is ftyled in moft antient inferiptions M. Aurelius Antoninus K 
The two emperors went together from the fenate to the camp 
of the praetorian guards, where they promifed the foldiers a 
bounty of twenty thoufand fefterces, M. Aurelius fpeaking for 
both- They performed afterwards with great pomp the fune- 
ral of their deceafed father, caufed him to be ranked among the 
gods, and inftituted a new college of priefts, called Aureliani, 
(from the name of his family) or Aurelian priefts. They both Thcyloth 
governed with great mildnefs and unity, Lucius behaving himfelf <r 0 <vern 
rather as Aurelius* s lieutenant than his partner in the fovereignty. with great 
Their adminiftration was fuch, that no one had occafion to re- mildn.fi 
gret the lofs of Antoninus^ whofe meafurcs were purfucd by both and unani* 
princes. That their union might be the more lafting, M. A ure- 
lius betrothed his daughter Lucilla to L. Verus y and on that oc- 
cafion both princes added a great number of children to thofe 
who were fupplied with corn at the public expence *. But the 
tranquility and happinefs, which Rome and the whole empire 
enjoyed under the two fovereigns, was foon interrupted by a 

^ Jul. Cap. in M. Aur. p. 25 &inVer.p. 36. r Aristid. 
orat, 16. p. 421. 'Viae Goltz p 34. * Jul Cap. p. 25. 
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Many ca- dreadful inundation of the Tiber, which happened in the begin- 
iamities ning of the following year, when Rujlicus and Aquijinus were 
happen in confuls, overturned many private houfes and public buildings in, 
the begm- t ^ Q c [ t y^ carr i e d away great numbers of people and cattle, and 
Itbeir^ under water the neighbouring country to a great diftance. 

This inundation was followed by earthquakes, conflagrations in 
T "JL n - feveral provinces, and a general infection of the air, which pro-* 

duced an infinite number of infects, that deftroyed what the 
flood had fpared, and occafioned a famine in Rome. Thefe ca- 
lamities were in great meafure allayed by the care and prefence 
of the two emperors, who, at their own expence, fupplied the 
diftreliLd city with corn, and make good the lofles fuftaincd by 
particulars l . At the fame time, the Parthian war broke out, 
the Catti made irruptions into Germany and Rhastia, and the 
Britons began to revolt. Again!! the latter was difpatched CaU 
furnius Agricola, and Aupdius Vittorimis againft the Catti: 
but it was thought proper, that L. Vcrus fhould march in perfbn 
againft the Parthians, while M. jfurelius continued at Rome 9 
where his prefence was judged neceflary. The good emperor 
was not difpleafed to have fuch a fpecious pretence of removing 
his collegue from Rome, hoping that a warlike life would give 
him a diftafte to the idle amufements and debaucheries of the 
town : but he was therein greatly difappointed, as we {hall fee 
anon u . What fuccefs attended Agricola and Vi£iorinus, we 
arc no- where told. All we know of the wars with thefe nati- 
ons is, that Didius yulianus, who reigned after Pertinax, is 
faid to have overcome the Chauci, and likewife the Catti, who 
had made inroads into the Roman dominions. The war in Bri- 
tain muf): have likewife Iafted a long time; for it was not ended 
eight years after, when that of the Marcomanni broke out w . 
?7>f Par- As for the Parthians, they had at this time for their king Volt- 
thians de- gefes, probably the fon of Cofrhoes, who reigned in the times 
ilar e war. n f ^f ra j an an( j Adrian. Antoninus had refufed to reftore to him 

the golden throne, which had been feized by Adrian. This 
perhaps occafioned the war; for before Antoninus died, the 
Parthian had made vaft preparations, and foon after his death 
jyifturb- appeared in the field at the head of a formidable army x . Great 
tnt<e\ in disturbances, of which we find but a very confufed account in 
Armenia the antients, happened likewife at this time in Armenia, raifed, 

in all likelihood, and fomented by the king of Parthians. So- 
hemus, king of Armenia, was driven from the throne, and the 
Icing of the Henochii, a people dwelling between the Cafpia?t 
and Eaxine fcas, was killed by a petty prince, named Tiridates^ 

1 Idem ibid. u Idem in Ver p 37. w Spar T. in Julian, 
p 60. x An isr . orat. ix.'p. 119 Jul. Cat. in Aur. p. 25. 

who 
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who was afterwards taken prifoner by the Romans, and by M~ 
Jurelius confined to Britain >\ Sever inus, 2. native of Gaul 
and governor of Cappadocia, having entered Armenia at the 
head of feveral legions, was there attacked by the Part hi a ns 
near a place called Elegia, and cut off with all his men: we are 
told, that not a fingle perfon of the whole army efcaped the ge- 
neral flaugh ter. Dion CaJJius afcribes this victory to Vologefcs j 
but he obtained it by Ofrboes, or, as Lucian calls him, Otbry- 
ades, who commanded the army, and was in all likelihood fome 
prince of the royal family of Partbia, on whom V ilogefes de- 
figned to beftow the crown of Ar?nenia z . Vologefes, elated Vologefes 
with this victory, entered Syria at the head of a very numerous king of the 
army, committing dreadful ravages both in that province and in Parthians 
Cappadocia, which helikewife invaded, after having put to flight **wades 
Jttidius CornelianuSy who commanded in Syria. Againft fo for- Syria, 
fnidable an enemy, it was judged proper, that one of the empe- 
rors mould march in perfon; and accordingly L. Verus fet out Verus 
from Rome this year for Syria. M. Aurelins accompanied him as goes i?ito 
far as Capua, whence he was fcarce returned to Rome, when the eafl. 
news was brought him, that his collegue had been feized at Ca- 
no/a with a violent diftemper, occafioned by the debaucheries His de~ 
and diforders to which he had abandoned himfelf on the road: baucberies 
for the luxurious prince, inftead of puifuing his march with all on the 
poflible expedition, and haftening to fave Syria, which was road. 
over-run by the Parthians, and ready to revolt from Rome, ftopt 
in all the cities through which he pafled, fpending his time in 
banquets and revels, and plunging himfelf into the mofr. infa- 
mous debaucheries. Upon the news of his illnefs, M. Jure- 
lius caufed vows and facrifices to be offered for his recovery, and 
took a fecond journey to fee him. When he began to recover, 
M. Jurelius returned to Rome, and L* Verus foon after pur- 
fued his journey, pafling over into Greece, and from thence 
into JJia, Pampbylia 9 and Cilicia. As he flopped in every 
place that could afford him any kind of diverfion, he arrived, 
when the year was already far fpent, in Syria-, and chufing Jn- 
tioch for the place of his refidence, abandoned himfelf there to Heaban- 
all manner of lewdnefs and debauchery, while the officers who dons him - 
commanded under him carried on the war. Thcfe were Sta- f**f t0 <*H 
tius Prifcns, Jvidius CaJJius, Martins Verus, Saturninus, manner of 
Fronto, and Tatianus, all perfons of great experience, and ge- f '/jf''^ 9 
ncrally cfteemed the beft commanders of that age. As for the ™ fc~j ,S 
emperor Verus, he was fo taken up with his plea Aires and di- 
verfionsj that tho* the war la (ted four years, he never once ap- C(lrn Qn 

tht <z: ..y. 

y Dio. 1. lxxi. p. 802. * Lucian. pfeud. p. 485. 8c hill, 
p. 347. Dm. p. 802. 
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pearcd at the head of his army, which confifted of the flower of 
the Roman troops ; but wallowed in all manner of lewdnefs at 
Jfntiochy Daphne, and Laodicea, while his officers were figna- 
lizing themfelves in the field a . All we know of this war is, 
that many great exploits were performed in Armenia , Syria 9 
Mefopota mia , Media, and upon the banks of the "Tigris b ; that 
the Romans befieged Edejfa in the province of Ofrhoene, and 
gained many flgnal victories c ; that Ofrhoes was once forced to 
fave himfelf by fwiming crofs the Tigris d ; that the Parthia?is 
received a dreadful overthrow at Europa, a city of Syria , on the 
Euphrates, a little below Zeugma c ; and that in the end. Of- 
rhoeSy who commanded the Parthian troops, having loft his 
army, was obliged to conceal himfelf in a cave f . Lucian, 
who wrote about this time, is not afhamed to tell us, that in 
the above-mentioned battle three hundred and feventy thoufand 
of the enemy were killed ; and that the Romans loft only two 
men, and had but nine wounded* 8 

While L. Verus wallowed in all forts of pleafures at An- 
tioch, M. Aurelius made it his whole ftudy to reform, by his 
example and feveral wholfome laws, the manners of the Ro- 
mans, to redrefs abufes, to reward the virtuous, and reclaim* 
rather by gentle means than feverity, the vicious. The people 
enjoyed under his mild adminiftration all the bkflings of liberty, 
and were truly no lefs free than their anceftors had been in the 
beft times of the republic. He paid a greater deference to the 
fenate than Antoninus himfelf had ever done, referring to them 
the decifion of fuch caufes as belonged to his own tribunal, and 
undertaking nothing without their advice, to which he readily 
fubmitted, faying, It was more rcafonable for him to follow the 
advice of fo many wife men, than for fo many wife men to fol- 
low his. He never failed attending the fenate, delivering his 
opinion there like a private fenator. He adminiftered juftice in 
perfon with great afliduity and impartiality ; heard with patience 
fuch as complained of his minifttrrs, and endeavoured, fo far as 
was confident with equity, to difmifs ho one from his prefence 
diflatisfied. He differed no criminal to be condemned or exe- 
cuted, till he had examined with great care and attention the 
charge, and heard what the perfon accufed could alledge in his 
defence. Fie was naturally inclined to mercy ; but neverthclefs 
punifhed fuch as were guilty of any enormous crime with the 

utmoft rigour. However, we have innumerable instances of 

a Jul. Cap. in M. Aiir. p 26. & in Ver. p. 37. Pin lost. foph. 
xxvii. Dio. in excerpt. Val. p. 775. & 1. lxxi. p. 802 b Lu- 
cian hill. p. 362. c Idem, p. 358. d Idem* p. 3^6- 
c Idem, p. 361. f Idem, p. 356. 8 Idem, hill. p. 3 
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his clemency, and very few of his feverity. Aurelius Vifiot 
tells us, that he obliged the inhabitants of Nicea to fend yearly 
to Rome a certain quantity of corn, for having beaten one of 
their citizens, by name Hipparcbus, a man of great learning 
and extraordinary accompliftiments \ They continued to pay 
this tribute to the time of Conjlantine, by whom it was remitted. 

The following year, L. /Elianus, or La?ti anus , and Pa/ior 9 
being confuls, Statins Prifcus made himfelf mafter of Artaxata, Artaxat* 
and a place called The new city, which foon became, fays Dion taken by 
Cajfius, the firft city of Armenia. Prifcus being foon after the Ro- 
fent againft the Parthians, Martius Verus took upon him the wans, 
command of the troops in. Armenia ; and partly by force, partly 
by his wife conduct and obliging behaviour, prevailed upon the 
Armenians to fubmit to the Romans , and to reftore Sobemus to 
the throne, who, being driven out by Vologefes, had refided Armenia 
fome time at Rome, and had been there created fenator, and reduced* 
honoured with the confulfhip *. On feveral medals of this year 
mention is made of the reduction of Armenia by Verus; who, in 
fome inferiptions, is faid to have given a king to Armenia K Tho* 
he had no fliare, as we have related above, in that conqueft ; yet 
the fenatediftinguifhed both him andM. Aurelius with the title of 
Armeniacus, and both affumed this year that of imperator l , no 
doubt, for the reduction of Armenia. The following year, 
when Macrimus and Celfus were confuls, M. Aurelius fent his M. Aure- 
daughter Lucilla into Syria , to be married there to L. Verus, Iius mar- 
to whom (he had been for fome time betrothed. She was at- «« bis 
tended by her fifter Cornificia, by Civic a Pompeianus, uncle to daughter 
L> Verus by the father, and by many other perfons of diftinc- £ U v t0 
ftion. M. Aurelius would have willingly accompanied her in Vcru*. 
perfon into the eaft, but parted with her at Brundufium, and 
returned to Rome, that he might not feem to aflume to him- 
felf the glory of finifhing the Parthian war m . The next year, 
the fourth of M. Aurelius'* reign, Gavius Orfitus and L. Ar- 
rius Pudens being confuls, Vologefes, having attacked the Ro- n e p ar J 
mans at the head of a very numerous army, was utterly defeated thians 
by Cajfius; who, purfuing the advantages of his victory, ad- utterly de- 
vanced to Ctefiphon, took that city, and laid the palace of the feated by 
Parthian monarchs in alhes. He likewife made himfelf mafter Caffius, 
of Edeffa, of Babylon, and all Media. The citjr of Seleucia '**« 
on the Tigris opened its gates to him, and received the Ro- ™P . °f . 
mans as friends j but nevcrthclefs Cajfius ordered the inhabitants, f /j r ct " 
to the number of four hundred thoufand fouls, to be inhumanly ' 

i 
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maflacred, and the city to be utterly demoliflied. Some writers 
afcrihe this calamity to the treachery of the inhabitants ; others 
to the cruelty of CaJJius, who thus retaliated upon the Parthians 
the dreadful flaughters which the Romans had in former times 
fuffered from them. On his return he loft great numbers of 
his men, Who died of diftempers, or perifhcd for want of pro- 
vifions n - For thefe fuccefles the fenate beftowed on L. Verus, 
tho' he had never ftirred from Antiocb, the glorious title of The 
conqueror of the Parthians and Medes, as appears from feverai 
ahtient infcriptions and medals of this and the following year °. 
Of this war the antients give us no farther account 5 but from 
Rufus Fe/ius p and Dion Cajjius * it appears, that towards the 
end of the reign of Commodus, the provinces of Ofrhoene and 
Adiabene, with the city of Nijsbis in Mefopotamia, were fub- 
Jed to the Romans. R/lany Greek hiftorians immediately pub- 
lifhed accounts of this war ; but were guilty, it feems, of coti« 
fiderable miftakes; which prompted Lucian to compote his 
tireatife on the manner of writing hiftory r . The war being 
ended, Lucius Verus appointed kings over the foreign nations 
which had fubmitted to Rome, and left the fenators who had 
attended him governors of the Roman provinces. M* Aurelius 
had fent Annius Libo his coufin-german into Syria to govern 
that province in quality of lieutenant, while L. Verus refidel 
The death there 5 but he dying fuddenly, L. Verus, upon his leaving Sy- 
o/° Annius r ' ta ^ appointed Cajonius VeSfilianus governor of that province 
Libo. j n £j s room- £U, 0 wfcs f a id t 0 have been poifoned by Verus? 

not able to bear with his haughty and imperious temper. But 
Aurelius gave no credit to that report ; nay, at the requeft of 
Verus , he fuffered Agaclytes, one of his collegue*s freedmen, to 
marry Libo's widow, and even aflifted at the nuptial ceremo- 
nies, tho* no- ways pleated with the marriage s . 
L. Verus The next year, Servilius Pudens and L. Fufidius Pollfo 
returns to being confuls, L. Verus, returned to Rome, which he en* 
Rome and tered in triumph with M. Aurelius, who took his children with 

* ri "'h P M him in the trium P hal chariot. The title of Parthicus was 
tvitb M. gj ven by the fenate to both emperors, and both aflumed that of 
Aurelius. Father 0 j their country% wn ich M. Aurelius had declined till 

the return of his brother. L. Verus, after his triumph, beg- 
ged, that the title of Cafar might be conferred on the two fons 
of M. Atcrelius, viz. Commodus and Annius Verus ; who ac- 
cordingly received it on the twelfth of Ofioher of this year. 
The return of L. Verus proved fatal, we may fay, to the whole 

n D10. p. 802. Lucian. hift. p. 358. Ammian.I. xxhi 0 Oc- 
co. p. 283. BiRAG. p. 218, 236. p FEsr.p. 551. 1 Dio. 1. 
Ixxv. p. 848. r Lucian de hift. p. 34.7. 1 Dio. p. 811. & 
Jul. Cap. in Aua. p. 22. & Ver. p. 38. 
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world 5 for he carried the plague into all the provinces through A dreadful 
which he pafled ; fo that the infection not only fpread through plague ^ 
Italy , hut extended to the moft diftant countries that were fub- ra S es m 
je<Sl to, or had any communication with Rome, or the Romans* a " the t r °- 
We are told by Ammianus Marcellinui, that this plague firft TZ"^J£* 
broke out at Seleucia* where the foldiers, pillaging the temple eaa * 



of Apollo , found a little golden coffer under ground, which, 
upon their opening it, eaft out fuch a peftilential air, as imme- 
diately infe&ed the neighbouring country, and foon fpread into 
moft parts of the world c ; but thofe who wrote at this very 
time, and before the infection reached the provinces of the 
Roman empire, allure us, that it began in Ethiopia, and was 
thence carried into Egypt, and from Egypt into the country of 
the Partbians, where it infedted £. Verus's army u . Be that as 
it will, it was, without all doubt, brought into Italy by the 
troops which had been employed againft the Parthians, and 
made a dreadful havock in all the provinces of the empire* 
raging with great violence for fome years, efpecially in Itaty and 
at Ro?ne, where it carried off .many thoufands, and among the 
j?eft great numbers of illuftrious perfons. M. Aurelius caufed 
fiich of the common people as died to be buried at his own ex* 
pence, and ena<£fced on that oecafion fome laws concerning 
hu rials and fepulchres, which were ftili in force in Dioclejian's 
time w . The plague was followed by a dreadful famine, by And isfol- 
earthquakes, inundations, and other calamities. At the fame l°" Me fl h* 
time, the Marcomanni, one of the moft warlike nations in 
many, invaded the empire, having firft drawn into their alliance f *'Vj & c 
all the barbarous nations which bordered on the Roman domi- ^ ua eSf 
nions, from Gaul to Illyricum, vi&. the Narifci, the Hermon- 
duri 9 the Shtadi, the Suevians, the Sarmatians, \hzVi£tovales 9 
Roxolanij Bajlema;, Cqflobochi, Alant, Vandali, lazyges, and 
feveral other nations. This war, which by the hiftorians of 
thofe times is called one of the greateft wars Rome ever fuflain- 
ed, was kindled while the flower of the Roman troops were yet 
employed in the eaft againft the Parthians ; but fufpended for 
fome time by the addrefs of the commanders on the frontiers, 
that Rome might not be at the fame time engaged in two fuch 
dreadful wars. The affairs of the eaft were no fooner fettled, W 7r 
and L. Varus returned to Rome, than M. Aurelius acquainted , Mar- 
the fenate, that a war with the Marcomanni was inevitable, and coxnanni - 
of fuch confluence, that it required the pretence of both em- 
perors; for M, Aurelius did not care to commit the whole 
management of the war to Verus, judging him unfit to carry it 
on with fuccefs ; and was, on the other hand, unwilling to leave 
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him at Rome, where he began to be daily more and more de- 
Both empc- fpifed on account of his enormous debaucheries. The fenate 
rors fit out approved his propofal ; fo that both emperors, after having of- 
from fered an infinite number of facrifices, and implored by all forts 
Rome. 0 f ceremonies, both foreign and Romany the protection of the 

gods, left Rome about the clofe of the year, in their military 
apparel, and haftened to Aquileia, to make the neceffary pre- 
parations there for taking the field early in the fpring x „ 

The next confuls were the emperor L. Verus, the third 
time, and M. §>uadratus, nephew to the emperor Antoninus 
Pius. Early in the fpring the two emperors took the field, and 
their approach {truck the enemy, with fuch terror, that they re- 
pafled the Danube, and even put to death the authors and pro- 
moters of the war. Xhe £>uadi, whofe king was dead, pro- 
mifed not to crown the perfon whom they had chofen in his 
room, without the confent and approbation of the emperors. 
The Mar- Moft of the nations who had taken arms difpatched embafTadon 
comanni either to the emperors or their generals, to make their fubmif- 
€tnd other lions, and afk pardon for having difturbed the peace of the em- 
German pire. Hereupon Verus ^ who had left the diverfions of the city 
nations fue much againft his will, and panted after them, was for returning 
for peace, immediately to Rome ; but M. Aurelius, fufpedHng the fince- 

rity of the barbarians, continued fome time at Aquileia, forti- 
fying that place with new works, and then paffed, together 
with Verus, the neighbouring^/^; provided with great care 
for the fafety of Italy and Illy ri cum, and returned to Romt 
about the end of this year Xhe following year, Apronianus 
and Paulus being confuls the fecond time, the war feems to 
have broke out anew j for it appears from feveral antient in- 
fcriptions, that both princes took this year, the eighth of their 
reign, the title of imperator ; which was never done but on 
occafion of fome victory z : and in the chronicle of Eufehius 
we read, that the Romans gained this year a fignal victory over 
Butrcneiv the Mar 'comanni ', £$uadi, Sanitations, and Dacians a . Xhe next 
the war year, in the confulate of j^. Sojtus Prifcus and P. Caslius Apol" 
with great Unaris, the Germans, notwithstanding their late defeat, renew- 
vigour. cc j t h e war with more vigour than ever ; infomuch, that both 

emperors left Rome in the depth of winter, and returned to 
Aquilcia, with a defign to attack the barbarians early in the 
fpring i but the plague beginning to rage there with great vio- 
lence, they thought it advifeable to leave the place and haftcn 
back to the metropolis. As they were on the road in the fame 

* Idem ibid. p. 28, Ss 39. * Dio. p. 808. Jut, Cap. in 
Aur. p. a8. * Oeco. p. 285, & 509. a £\j5Kii. chron. 
p. 1 36, 
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coach, L. Verm was feized with an apoplexy near Altinum* 
M. Aurelim caufed him to be immediately taken out of the 
coach and blooded, by which means he brought him alive to 
Altinum, where he lay three days fpeechlefs, and then died, L. Verus 
after having lived thirty- nine years, and reigned eight, and fome dies* 
mon^ b « M* Aureiius conveyed his body to Rome \ caufed it 
to be interred with extraordinary pomp, by that of his father 
£. Cafar, in the maufoleum of Adrian 5 prevailed upon the 
fenate, notwith {landing the hatred they bore him, to rank him 
among the gods; appointed him priefts, facrifices, &c. and % 
took particular care of all his relations ; nay, even of his wicked 
and debauched freedmen, whom, however, he removed from 
the court, retaining only one of that herd, by name Ecleftus* 
who afterwards murdered his fon Commodus, as we lhall relate 
hereafter, L. Verus was a prince intirely abandoned to all man- pj: s c ]y a _ 

ner of lewdnefs and debauchery, paffing his whole time in re- ratter* 
vels and banquets, and often fcouring the ftreets in the night- 
time, as Nero had formerly done, and committing great difor- 
ders in the public-houfes and ftews, which he ufed to frequent 
in difguife, and mix with the mob, by whom he was often 
roughly handled. During his four years ftay in Syria , he was 
fo taken up with pleafures and lewd amours, that he was with 
much ado prevailed upon by his officers to march twice to the 
banks of the Euphrates, whence he haftened back to Daphne* 
one of the fuburbs of Antioch, a place fo infamous for all man- 
ner of lewdnefs, that to live after the manner of Daphne was 
become a proverb, to exprefs the moft diffolute and luxurious 
way of living, and that all who had any regard to their reputa- 
tion avoided appearing there. In that place Verus abandoned His Jc- 
himfelf without reftraint to all forts of abominations, while his baucberics, 
generals were carrying on the war againft the Parthian s and revels, 
their allies ; which gave occafion to many fevere lampoons, the banquets* 
Antiochians being greatly addicted to fatire. But Verus prefer- &c - 
red his pleafures to his reputation : he brought with him out of 
Syria a great number of comedians, players, buffoons, &c. 
and patted moft of his time in their company. Soon after his 
return to Rome, he is faid to have fpent at one entertainment 
fix millions of fcfterces j for he prefentcd each of the guefts, 
who were twelve in number, with crowns of gold, and with 
all the gold and filver plate, great part of which was fet with 
jewels, which they had made ufe of during the banquet, and 
Jikewife with golden boxes filled with precious ointments ; and 
at their parting he gave to each of them a chariot, and mules 

* Jut. Cap. inM. Aur. p. 28, &inVer. p. 39. Gales, prog, 
t iii, p. 459. 
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richly caparifoned, to carry them home* He turned the court, 
&ys the writer of his life, into a tavern \ for after he had fupped 
with M. Aureliuiy he ufed to withdraw to his own company, 
and pais the whole night in drinking with his debauched compa- 
nions and lewd women. He was fo fond of a horfe named 

i 

Celer^ or the Swift , that he erected a ftatue to hira in gold* 
fed him with raifins and almonds, covered him with purple, 
ordered him to be kept in a room of the palace, and, when he 
died,, erected a ftately monument to him or* the Vatican* Be 
fuffered his flaves to be as free with him at all times, as they 
were with their matters, according to the Romas* cuftom, dur^ 
ing the feaft of Saturn, and was intirely governed by them, his 
freedmen, and his concubines- He built a magnificent villa on 
the Clodian way, and there fpent moft of his time in revelling 
with his freedmen, and fuch women as were infamous for their 
lewdnefe. He once invited thither M~ Auirelius? who complied 
with his invitation,, and ftaid five days- with him, hoping to re- 
claim him from, his vices by the example of his regular and 
blamelcfs conduct \, but finding he was not to be reclaimed, the 
good emperor bore with him patiently, diflembled his difojidersj 
concealed them as much as lay in his power, and even endea- 
voured to excufe them. However, it was privately whifpered 
abroad, that Verus\ horrible exceffrs, and his arbitrary manner 
of proceeding after his return from the eaft, occafioned a mifi*n- 
derftanding between, him. and M A'ureiiust % who was thought to 
have intimated in his fpeech to the fenate, that he was not much 
grieved for the death of his collegue, which enabled him to do 
good to all without control or reft paint ;. nay, as the beft 
M. A ure- of princes are often maiieioufly eenfured, M. Aurclius was 
lirx*. /aid (kid. to have delivered himfelf from fo troublefonie a collegue, 
f-.mc to either by poifan, off by ordering his ph yfician Pq/idippus to let hira 
lai c ecu/- Mood unfeafonably c . &ionCaj[[tus fee ms inclined to believe, that 
ed him to Aurditis thought te expedient to prevent by that means Vi- 

be murder- vm c tosa ra ifn lV g diftu rbances in the ftate d ; for he is faid to have 
• formed a conspiracy, with a defignto murder M* Aureliti^ and 

But clear- reign alone 0 . But it is a crime, fay other hiftorians, to imagine, 
ed from that fuch. a prince as Aurelius^ to whom flattery itfelf has 
that it/per- never equalled any other, would by any means contribute to the 
Jion ly death- of his brother* whatever hw life and actions might de- 
i&tn* f erve f. Only fuch fratricides as QamcaUa x and perfons- guilty 

of the moft enormous crimes, can entertain fu eh thoughts of 
Aurelius*. Some charged the emprefs FauJJhui with his death, 

c Jul. Cap. p. 28 — 34. d Dio p. 802. c Pun ost. 
foph. xxvii. p. 548. f Jul. Cat. in Ver. p. 59. e HiiRoniAK. 
1. iv p. ^45. Aun, Vict. 

as 
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as if (he had poifbned him for having difcovered to his wife his 
inceftuous conVerfation with her. Others faid, that he was 
poifbned by his wife Lucil/a, jealous of the great paifion he had 
for his own fitter Fabia, whofe power flie could not brook*. 

M. Aurelrus? now delivered from fo vicious and troublefome 
a partner, made it his whole ftudy to oblige all with his engaging 
behaviour and unbounded generofi ty. Me feemed to excel not 
only his predeceflbrs, but even himfclf, governing; with fuch 
moderation and mildnefs, as can hardly be exprefied*. The m. Aure- 
necefTary preparations for the war with the Marcvmanni in- lius pre- 
grofTed at this time his whole care and attention. His lieute- pares for 
nants gained, it feems, fo me advantages over that formidable thenar 
enemy in the very beginning of the enfuing year, while M. Cor- a g a * fI ft 
nclius Cetbegus zn&C.Erucws Clarus wereconfuls ; for foon after tf?e Mar ; 
the death of Z. Vents, and before the twenty-fifth of February colTranm - 
of this year, he took upon him the title of irriperator^ as ap- 
pears from feveral medals and inferiptions k . However, the 
Marcomanni foon refumcd their courage, and falling upon Vhi- 
dex 9 captain of the guards, cut both him and rooft of his men 
in pieces ! . After this victory, they approached the Roman ter- 
ritories, where they were met by the flower of the troops of 
the empire. Hereupon a bloody battle enfued, which lafted 
many hours, both the Romans and barbarians fighting with in- 
credible courage and refolution; but at length the Romans were <tj, s 
utterly defeated, and put to flight, after having loft near twenty mans 
thoufand men. The MarcomaTini purfued the fugitives to the feated 
very walls of Aquileia ; which city they had taken, had not the with great 
Roman generals rallied their men with great fkill and conduit. .A -ughter. 
The barbarians entered Italy itfelf, deftroying all with fire and 
fWord, and committing every-where moft dreadful devafla- 
tions*\ The news of this fatal overthrow filled Ro?r.e with 
terror and confirmation. As the plague, which ftill raged in 
moft provinces of the empire, had greatly weakened the army, 
flaves, gladiators, and even the banditti of Dahnatia and Dar- 
dania y were admitted into the army. Befides, M. Aurellus 
prevailed upon fome mercenary Germans to ferve againft their 
countrymen. Thus a confiderable army was foon raifed; but 
as money was wanting to pay them, and defray the other charges 
of fo dangerous a War, the good-natured emperor, not being 
able to prevail upon himfelf to burden his people with new 
taxes, expofed to public falc the furniture of the p.w.kce, the 
gold and filver plate, all the valuable pictures and ftatucs be- 
longing to the crown, and even his wife's rich garments em broi- 

h Jul. Cap. 1 Idem, p. 2q. Eutrop. k Bi « ao. p. 22 1. 
1 Dio, 1, Ixxi. p. 803. m Idem ib: J . $c Lucian. plead p 403 
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M. Aure- dered with gold, and a curious collection of pearls, which 
litis fells Adrian had purchafed during his long progrefs through the pro- 
the plate, vinces of the empire, and lodged in a particular cabinet, called 
je<wels>and jj r i an > 5 ca binet. The fale lafted two months, and produced 
rtc j u ™y f ucn an immenfe f um , as enabled the emperor to relieve the peo* 

ture of the , . * .~ r . ., r v 

talace to P le tnjs when proviuons were very dear, with an extraor- 

defray the binary largefsj to defray the charges of a five years expenfive 
charges of war j and to buy back, when the war was ended, part of 
tbeivar. what he had fold, allowing, however, the buyers full liberty to 

keep their pur chafes, or return them and take their money 
again n . When he was upon the point of fetting out from 
Rome, he married his daughter Lucilla 9 the widow of L. Vi- 
rus 9 to Claudius Pompeianus 9 who was originally of Antiocb, 
and the fon of a private Roman knight, but a perfon of extra- 
ordinary merit, and famed for his wifdom and integrity, which 
M. Aurelius ever preferred to wealth and nobility °. jfulian, 
furnamed the apoftate, blames M* Aurelius for having left the 
empire to his fon Comrnodus, and not to Pompeianus 9 who was 
every way qualified for it ; whereas Comrnodus was altogether 
unfit for the difcharge of fo great a truft p. However, neither 
Lucilla herfelf nor her mother Faujlina were pleafed with the 
match. Lucilla retained the title of Augu(la 9 and all the badges 
Annius °f fovereignty Before the emperor left Rome* his fon An- 
\ ems, the nius Verus Cajar died at Palejlrina 9 in the feventh year of his 
emperor's age. M. Aurelius loved him with all the tendernefs of a father ; 
fecondfon, but neverthelefs bore his death with great firmnefs, comforting 
dies. the emprefs Faujlina 9 and the phyficians, who are faid to have 

occafioned his death by opening unfeafonably a fwelling under 
his ear r . The emperor fet out at length for Germany 9 whither 
he (hewed a great defire of carrying Galen with him ; but that 
celebrated phyfician chufing to ftay at Ro/ne 9 the good-natured 
prince would not prefs him to leave it. He lcftlikewife at Rome 
his fon Comrnodus , under the care of Pitbolaus, his chief cham- 
berlain, injoining him to employ none but Galen 9 in cafe his fon 
lhould be taken ill during his abfence s . 

The antients compare this war to the Punic and Cimbrian 
wars ; but at the fame time, give us a very fuccindr. and con- 
Thvharla- fufed account of it. The barbarians, fay they, laid wafte fe* 
riant mer- vcral provinces of the empire; defeated great armies. The 
runj\<onal Marcomanni and the Vandals made themfelves maftcrsof Pan- 
products nQn ia^ anu held it for fome time. The Cajlobochi over-ran 

of the 

IVlplVC. n j UL Q Ap J n Aur> p Z9 EuTROP. & BlRAC. p. 221. 
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Greece, and advanced as far as Elatea, a famous city of Phbcis 
in Acbaia 5 they overturned cities, and committed every- where 
dreadful devaftations l . However, they were at length overcome M. Aure- 
by M* Aurelius, who, during this bloody arid deftru&ive war* lius carries 
gave innumerable inftances of an extraordinary prudence and on tke<wair 
intrepidity, chufing rather to prolong the war and tire out tfie in per/on 
enemy, than expofe his men to unneceflary dangers. Tjie fol- y-^h groat 
diers, animated by the example of their leader, behaved with / ucce J $ * 
uncommon bravery ; and the captains of the guards, as well as 
the other generals, fignalized themfclves in a very eminent man- 
ner u . The Marcomanni* §>uadi* Sarmatians, and Vandals* 
were conft rained to abandon Pannonia and retire beyond the 
Danube. The emperor purfued them, and, coming up with 
them as they were pafling that river, gave them a dreadful over- 
throw. The lazyges were twice defeated, firft in Pannonia , 
and the fecond time as they were crofling the Danube on the 
ice. A Roman foldier, who was upon guard during the night 
near the Danube, hearing one of his comrades, who had been 
taken by the barbarians, crying on the other fide in an affecting 
manner, threw himfelf, armed as he was, into the river, eroded 
it, refcued his fellow- foldier, and returned with him to his poft w . 
Dion Cajjius tells us, that the Roman foldiers having demanded 
of the emperor a largefs after a bloody battle, in which they 
had behaved with extraordinary valour and obtained a complete 
victory, he refafed it, telling them, That he could not inrich His firm- 
them, without impoveriflling their parents and relations ; and nefsandin* 
adding, as they feemed diflatisfied with this anfwer, That their tepidity* 
complaints gave him no uneaflnefs or concern, fince he was Well 
apprifed, that the gods alone difpofed of empires x . Pompeia- 
tius, the emperor's fon-in-law, who commanded a body of 
troops, defiring to have Pertinax joined in the commiffion with 
him, M. /lure lius readily complied with his requeft, tho* he 
had, not long before, upon fome complaints, deprived Pertinax 
of an employment which he had in Dacia. Pertinax was at- 
tended with great fuccefs in his new com minion, which induced 
the emperor to admit him into the fenate. Being foon after con- Pertinax 
vinced, that the complaints brought againft him were quite created a 
groundlefs, to repair the injury he had done him, he honoured fixator. 
him with praetorial ornaments, and appointed him governor of 
Rhoetia and Noricmn, whence he drove the Germans* who had 
broke into that province, and was on that account, notwith- 
fhnding the meannefs of his birth, raifed by the emperor tcthc 

1 A m m ian. 1. xxxi. p. 425. Jul. Cap. in Aur. p. 29. Pausan. 
I. x. p. 3^2. u Jul. Cap. p. 31. Ahistid. orat. ix. p. 1 \y. 
*' Dio. 1. b;:;i. p. 804, S05. Aun. Vict. p. 31. x Dio. p. 803. 
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confular dignity y . The emperor, during his firft expedition 
againft the Marcomanni, refided for the molt part at Camuntiwi, 
a city of Upper Pannonia upon the Danube , which fome take 
to be the prefent village of St. Per rone I in Aujlria 2 . 
Biffurb- Before the war with the Marcomanni was ended, another 
ances in broke out in Egypt, the robbers and ftiepherds of that country, 
Egypt. who were numerous, taking up arms, at the inftigation of their 

priefts, and committing dreadful diforders. Being headed by 
one IJidorus, a man of great refolution and intrepidity, they 
killed a Roman centurion and fome foldiers, by treachery ; and 
afterwards, the Egyptians joining them in great numbers from, 
all parts, they defeated the Roman troops in a pitched battle ; 
over-ran the whole country, and would have made themfelves 
mafters of Alexandria itfelf, had not CaJJius, whom M. Aure- 
lius had appointed governor of Syria, marched againft them. 
CaJJtus was reckoned the beft commander of his age, and had 
fignalized himfelf both in the Parthian and German wars. 
iVhich are However, he did not think it advifeable to engage fo bold and 
fupprcffed defperate an enemy ; but having found means to fow divifions 
by Caffius. among them, as he was a man of great craft and addrefs, he 

obliged them at laft to fubmit and lay down their arms a . Caf- 
ftus, having thus quelled the difturbances in Egypt, marched 
into Armenia and Arabia, where he performed great exploits ; 
but neither of them, nor of this year, which feems to have 
Spain in- l a ^ e d Lottie time, any farther mention is made in hiftory. At 
^ded by tne fame time, the Moors over-ran alrnoft all Spain, ravaging 
/£f Moors, that country with fire and fword; but were in the end driven. out 
*wbuare by the emperor's lieutenants. Severus, afterwards emperor, 
driven out. was at that time quseftor of the province of Bcetica b . There 

were likewife fome difturbances in the country of the Scquani, 
* rtow the Franche Comte; but thefe the emperor compofed with 
his authority and feafonable fe verity c . The next confuls were 
Herennianus and Severus, uncle to the emperor of that name, 
who, at his requeft, was by JH. Atirelius admitted into the fe- 
nate d . During their adminiftration, a great difpute ari fin g be- 
tween Her odes Atticus and the city of Athens, the emperor 
feemed inclined to favour the latter \ which fo provoked He?;odes 
who was a man of a violent and fiery temper, that when the 
caufc was to be decided by the emperor then rcfiding at Sir- 
mium, now Sirmich, in Pannonia, inftead of pleading with his 

y Idem, p. Sio. Jul. Cap. in Pcrtin. p. 54. * Dio. ibid. 
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ufual eloquence, tranfported with rage, he launched into bitter 
and fcurrilous invectives againft the emperor, telling him amongft 
other things, that he differed himfelf, which was highly unbe- 
coming an emperor, to be governed by a woman and an infant 
only three years old j for the emprefs Faufiina and her young 
daughter, inftru&ed by her, had interceded with the emperor 
in behalf of the Athenians, When he had done railing againft 
the emperor, Baffaus? captain of the guards, told him, That 
his infolent behaviour might perhaps coft him his life. But 
Her odes? without fhewing the leaft concern or remorfe, an- 
fwered, That a man of his age had nothing to fear, and imme- 
diately withdrew. As for the emperor he heard him the whole q"b e em - 
time quite unconcerned ; and when he withdrew, addrefling pcror heart 
the Athenian deputies, You may alledge your reafons, faid he, patiently 
tho* Hjrodc6 has not been plea fed to alledge his. He heard therri there- 
with great attention, and could not help (bedding tears, when proaches of 
they defcribed the cruel and arbitrary proceedings of Herodes Herodca 
and his freedmen, who had ufurped a kind of fovereignty oyer. Atticus * 
the city, and opprefled the people in a tyrannical manner. How- 
ever, the emperor did not condemn Herodes, but only his freed- 
men ; and the punifhment which he inflicted upon therr* 
was very fmall, fays our hiftorian, and no- ways anfwerabje to 
their crimes e 5 nay, to all he remitted part of it, and to one of 
them, named Alcimedon? the whole, thinking him fumciently 
punimed by the death of his two daughters, killed by a flafh of 
lightning after their arrival at Sirmium. Some time after, He- 
rodes wrote to the emperor, complaining, that he did not ho- 
nour him, as he had done formerly, with his letters; and the 
good-natured prince immediately fent him an anfwer, filled 
with the moft tender and fincere expreflions of friendfhip, con- 
defcending, in a manner, to beg his pardon for having con- 
demned perfons belonging to him f , Bajfccus? captain of the 
guards, whom we have mentioned above, is by Dion Cafftus 
ftyled M. Rufus Bafaus. He was, according to that writer, 
a common peafant 5 but being forced into the fervice, gave 
fuch proofs of his courage and integrity, that the emperor 
created him captain of the guards, tho' he was quite deftitute 
of learning, and fpoke fo broad that he could hardly be under- 
ftood R . The following year, when Maximus and Orfitus were 
confuls, M. Aurclius gained, it feems, confiderable advantages 
over the Germans ; for, on all the medals of this year, mention 



is made of his victories in Germany, and on fome he is ftyled 
(>'n mania* 5 which title was given to his i 
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very year, on the fifteenth of October h - The next confuls 
were Af. Aurelius Sever us , the fecond time, and T*. Claudius 
Pompeianusy during whofe adminiftration nothing happened, 
which hiflorians have thought worth tranfmitting to pofterity. 
But the enfuing year, when Gallus and Flaccus were confuls, 
Aurelius by an event altogether miraculous, efcaped being 
• cut off with his whole army. This happened beyond the Da- 
nube^ in the country of the Quadi, where JIL Aurelius was this 
year making war, and near the river Gran^ which rifing from 
the mountains of North Hungary fails into the Danube over- 
againft the antient city of Strigonium, to which the Gran gives 
its name This memorable battle was begun by the enemy's 
flingers and archers, who, from the oppofite banks of the Gran, 
galled the Romans to fuch a degree, that the emperor thought 
it advifeable to pafs the river and diflodge them ; which was done 
accordingly, not without great flaughter on both fides ; but the 
enemy retiring in good order, as it had been concerted among 
them before-hand, drew the Romans, who advanced with more 
bravery than conduct, into a difadvantageous place, among 
barren mountains, quite deftitute of water. The Romans clof- 
ing their ranks, defended themfelves with great bravery, and 
repulfed the enemy, who thereupon, giving over the attack, 
feized the avenues, and blocked them up on all fides, hoping to 
reduce by thirft thofe whom they could not overcome by force 
of arms. The Romans^ finding themfelves thus (hut up among 
barren mountains, quite fpent with their wounds and the fa- 
tigues of the battle, opprefled with heat, and tormented with 
an infufFerable drought, attempted to open themfelves a way 
through the midft of the enemy j but all their efforts proving 
unfuccefsful, they found themfelves obliged to keep under arms, 
expofed to the rays of the fun, and opprefled with a violent 
thirft, without being able either to fight or retire. In this deplor- 
able extremity, both foldiers and officers began to abandon them- 
felves to defpair, while the emperor, more affected with the mi- 
feries of the foldjers than his own, flew through all the ranks, 
endeavouring to infpire them with courage, and raife their 
drooping fpirits ; but as they faw no poflible means of efcaping 
the prefent danger, his words were to no purpofe, and nothing 
was heard but groans and lamentations, nothing feen but marks 
of the utmoft defpair. In this diftrefs, when they expected 
every moment either to be cut in pieces, or to become a prey 
to the barbarous enemy, who furrounded them, clouds ap- 
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peared all on a fudden gathering in the air j the iky was over- They are 
caft, and to their inexprcflible joy, rain fell in great plenty; relieved By 
which the fainting foldiers received, holding their mouths, hel- a ndracw 
mets, and bucklers, up to heaven, as they are reprefented on the 
famous column of Antoninus at Rome. In this pofture the bar- cr ' 
barians fell upon them ; fo that they were obliged at the fame 
time to drink and fight; for they were fo opprefled with 
drought, that fuch of them as were wounded drank their own 
blood mixed with the water which they had received in their 
helmets. As they were more eager to quench their thirft than 
to repulfe the enemy, they had been all cut in pieces, had they 
not been miraculoufly faccoured by a dreadful frorm of hail, at- 
tended with thunder and lightning, which difcharged itfelf upon 
the barbarians, as they advanced againft them. Thus were 
feen at the fame time fire and water defcending from heaven ; 
water to refrefli the Romans, and fire to deftroy their enemies ; 
for either no fire fell upon the Romans, or what fell was imme- 
diately extinguifhed ; and the rain which fell upon the barbarians 
was fo far from overcoming the flames which confumed them, 
that, on the contrary, it doubled their violence, as if it had 
not been water, but oil. The enemy, thus deflitute of water 
in the midft of a heavy (hower, were obliged either to wound 
themfelves, in order to extinguifh with their blood the devour- 
ing flames, or to have recourfe to the Romans, and throw 
themfelves upon the mercy of M. Aurelius, who received and 
entertained them in a friendly manner k . Thus Dion Cajfius 
relates this memorable event, fo much celebrated by Apollina* 
ris, Tertttllian, Eufebius, Julius Capitolinus, Themiftius in 
his oration before Theodoftus, St. Jerom, Gregory of Nyjfa, 
the poet Claudian, and the chronicle of Alexandria. It was 
engraved on the famous column of Antoninus, with the other 
exploi:s of M. Aurelius during the Marcomannic war, and on 
another which Themiftius tells us he had feen '. The truth of 
this miraculous event has been univerfally acknowledged both 
by the chriftian and pagan writers, who nevcrthelefs difagree as 
to the authors of it- Dion CaJJius afcribes it to a celebrated ma- 
gician of Egypt, named Arnuphis, who attended the emperor 
in this war m ; Suidas to a magician, by name Julianus, who 
was originally of Chald&a, and wrote feveral books of magic n . 
Julius Capitolinus °, Themiftius p, and the poet Claudian * 
pretend, that this miraculous fhower was owing to the empe- 
ror's own prayers. In the above-mentioned column of the An- 

k Dio. ibid. p. S05, 806. 1 Themist. orat. xv. m Dio. 
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t:*i':xi it is by the pagans afcribed to their thundering Jupiter. 
But all the chriftian writers allure us, that fo fignal a favour was 
granted by heaven to the prayers of the chriftian foldiers, who 
ferved in the Roman army. This Eufebius afferts upon the au- 
thority of Sipallinaris bifliop of Hicrapolis, which ought to be 
of gieat weight, fince this miraculous deliverance happened in 
his time r . The chriftians, by whofe prayers the army was 
faved, belonged to the legion Meiitina, mentioned by Dion 
Cafftus s , or, as Xiphilin exprelTes it, to the legion that had been 
railed or quartered at Mclitine 5 for the legions, as is well 
known, often borrowed their names from the places where they 
were quartered. Me li tine was one of the chief cities of Ar- 
menia Minor, and flood on the banks of the Euphrates. This 
legion, which, according to Xiphilin ^ confuted intirely of 
chriftians, and had been prompted by a vifion, if Gregory of 
Nyjfa is to be credited l , to embrace the true religion, was in 
all likelihood the twelfth, which by 'Titus had been quartered 
in the city of Mclitine in the year 70 u , and was in Cappadocia 
in the year 230, the ninth of Alexander Sevcrus's « reign 
The province of Cappadocia probably comprehended at that 
time Armenia Minor \ fo that we may fuppofe it to have been 
{I ill at Aielitine , for there we find it placed in a notitia imperii^ 
or ftate of the empire, publiftied many years after the death of 
Scvcrus, The twelfth legion was diftinguifhed by the fur name 
of the thundering * \ and Apollinaris^ as quoted by Eufebius 
tells us, that the legion Melitina was honoured with that 
title by the emperor, by way of reward for the above-mentioned 
miracle. The fame thing we read in Xiphilin, and in 0m<- 
phriusy who maintains, that till the time of M. Aurclius no 
mention is made of the thundering legion But from an an- 
tient infeription it appears, that the twelfth legion was diftiiiT 
guifiied by that furname even in Trajan's time a . Of this le- 
gion, which £1 111 fubfifted in the time of Eufebius b , were the 
forty martyrs of Seba/ie 9 fo much fpoken of by the ecclefiaftic 
writers of the primitive times c . But what mod: of all confirms 
the truth of the above-mer.tioncd miracle is, the letter which 
the emperor himfelf wrote to the fenate, giving them an ac- 
count of it, and of the victory be gained on that occafion d . 
T'crtullian allures us, that in his letter he afcribed, tho' in a 

r Eesr.n. 1 v. c. 5. ■ Dio. p. EoS. 1 Grpc, Ny^. 
orat. 2. Ue quadraginta. martyr. Joseph, bell. J ml, 1. v«. 

c. 4. to Din. 1. lv p. 565. K IJem ibid. >' Eur.it. 1. 
v c. 5. / Onuimi. in fail. 0. 233 a Vide Bauds, tu. 

arm. i~n. & Ri'sun cliroa. p. z^\. u F,t"EB, ibid. c due. 
-S viS. dc quadra g martyr. ll Dio. 1. !.\xi p Soj, 
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doubtful manner, his deliverance to the prayers of the chriftians ; 
Having obtained rain, fays he, as quoted by Tcrtullian, per- 
haps by the prayers of the chriftians. He cxprelTed himfelf to 
the fenate with great caution and circumfpeclion, as the reader 
may obferve ; hut of his being in his own mind fully convinced, 
that his fafety was owing to the chriftians, he gave foon after a M. Aure- 
very ftrong proof, by enacting, that fuch as fhould thenceforth lius 
accufe a chriftian on account of his religion, fhould be punifhed kno*wltdge$ 
with the utmoft rigour, that is, as Eufebius underftands it, himfelf in- 
with death c . As Tertullian quotes the emperor's letter in debt ed to 
writing againft the pagans, we cannot doubt but he had feen it, . c ^ r Jf~ 
nor call in queftion what he fays of it, Eufebius quotes fome £ *™ # 
pafiages of it out of Tertullian, and fpeaks of it in his chronicle iS * *~ 
as a thing that was faid to have been. But St. Jerom, in trans- 
lating that paflage of Eufebius, pofitively affirms, that it was 
ftill extant. Oroftus and Xiphilin only fay, that it was thought 
to be extant in their times f ; whence it is manifeft they had not 
feen it. A letter afcribed to M. Aurclius concerning the victo- 
ry, which he obtained by the prayers of the chriflians, has 
reached our times. It is commonly annexed in Greek to the 
apologies of "Juflin the martyr, and is to be found in Latin in 
Onupbrius s and Baronius h , tranflated, as they tell us, from 
the Gr^ text, which was itfclf a translation from the original 
Latin. They both look upon it as an authentic piece ; but, 
notwithstanding their judgment, it is by the beft critics, rejected 
as fpurious, to whofe opinion we readily fubferibe, finding it 
frequently contradicts all the hiftorians who have defcribed the 
reign of M, Anrclius *• After fo glorious a victory, M. Aure- 
lius was proclaimed emperor the feventh time, and the emprefs 
Faujlina was honoured hy the fenate with the title of mater 
cafrorum, or the mother of armies k . This memorable victory 
was gained by the Ro?nans in the year of the Chrijlian rera 174, 
the fourteenth of M. sfurelius's reign. Great numbers of the 
enemy were cut in pieces, many were taken prifoners, and the 
reft put to flight and difperfed. 

Marcus Aurelius could not, however, be yet prevailed upon 
by his friends to leave Germany, and return to Rome, being de- 
firous to reduce the countries of the Marcomanni and the Sar- 
matians to Roman provinces, not out of vanity and ambition, 
fays Dion Cajfius, but becaufc he found by experience, that he 
could not rely upon their fidelity. This he would have com - 

c F.u' iui 1 iii.c. 5. Tertuli.. apol c 5. r Oi<os. I. vii. 
c 7. I) 10. p. 9,nh b Onupii. fall p. 234 * Rakom. ad 
i7'v- 'Vide P. Pagi, p i-j. & Scalm;. in chrou- 
Eufcb. p. r. >j. fe J)io. p. H06. 
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parTed, had he not been interrupted in the midftof his conqueffo 
by the revolt of Cafjius, which we (hall relate anon. He con- 
tinued in Germany great part of the following year, when Pjfi 
and Julianus were confuls ; and having placed twenty thoufand 
men in the countries of the Quadi and Marcomanni 9 harrafled 
thefe two nations to fuch a degree, that they refolved to aban- 
don their native foil and fettle elfewhere. But M. Aurelius, 
having received timely notice of their defign, prevented them 
from putting it in execution ; fo that their fields being laid wafte, 
and all communication with the neighbouring nations cut off, 
The Mar- they were in the end conftrained by famine to fend embafiadora 
comanni to the emperor and fue for peace. The §>uadi fent with their 
and Quadi embafladors all the Roman deferters, and thirteen thoufand pri- 
fue for foners, whom they had taken during the war ; and by that 
peace. means obtained a peace, upon condition, that they fhould not 

for the future traffic within the Roman dominions, nor fettle 
within fix miles of the Danube. But this peace was fhort- 
Kved ; for the §>uadiy inftead of executing the articles of their 
agreement, joined the lazyges, who were ftill in arms, and 
drew over the Mar comanni. At the fame time, they drove out 
Furtiusy their king, for difapproving their meafures, and, of 
their own authority, appointed one Ariogefes in his room; 
which M. jfurelius refented to fuch a degree, that though the 
ghiadi promifed to fet at liberty fifty thoufand Roman captives, 
upon condition, that he concluded a peace with them, and con- 
firmed to Ariogefes the title of king, the emperor would not 
hearken to the propofal, but on the contrary profcribed the 
new prince and fet a price upon his head. Hereupon the 
£htadi\ being joined by the Mar comanni , the lazyges, the 
Buri, the Na rife i, and many other nations, of whom we find 
They re- no farther mention in hiftory, attacked the Romans^ but were, 
ecivc a after a long, bloody, and obflinate, difpute, put to the rout and 
treat over- utterly defeated. Ariogefes himfelf was taken prifoner and 
throw. brought to the emperor, who, notwith {landing his late menaces 

and refentment, generoufly fpared his life, and contented him- 
felf with confining the captive to the city of Alexandria^ the 
metropolis of Egypt l . After this victory, moft nations in 
Germany fent deputies to fue for peace, offering to fubmit to 
fuch terms as the emperor mould think fit to impofe upon them. 
The £htadi fecm to have continued in arms till the reign of 
77v Mar- Commodus. The Mar comanni, after fo many Ioffes, fubmitrcd 
comanni and obtained a peace, upon condition, that they (hould not fettle 
andctbtr within five miles of the Danube. Zanticbes^ king of the lazy- 
twtious came in pcrfon to wait on M. Jurelius, attended by all 
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the great men of the nation, and was by him received into fa* 

vour, but obJiged to retire with his people farther from the 

Danube than the Marcomannu They were a very powerful 

and warlike people, and had taken above an hundred thoufand 

prifoners during this war, whom they fet at liberty upon the 

conclufion of the peace, this being in all likelihood one of the 

articles of it. Betides, they fuppfied Af. Aurelius with a body 

of eighty thoufand horfemen, of whom he immediately fent five 

thoufand into Britain* where the Romans were threatened with 

a new war- The Burt* Narifci, and other German nations, 

obtained a peace upon fuch terms as the emperor would never 

have granted, had he not been obliged by all means to put an 

end to this war, in order to lead his troops againft CaJJius* Avidius 

whofe revolt was likely to bring dreadful calamities upon the Caflius re* 

empire, as it had already railed the courage of the barbarians, molts. 

Avidius CaJJius* m whom we have frequently mentioned in de- ^ ex _ 
fcribing the Parthian and Egyptian wars, was, as fome authors t9 ! a ^l onm 
write, defcended by the mother from the antient family of the 
CaJJiu His father, by name Avidius Severus* raifed himfelf, 
according to the author of his life m , from the degree of a cen- 
turion to the firft employments in the Hate ; and was, on ac- 
count of his extraordinary parts, highly favoured by the em- 
peror M. Aurelius* but died before the revolt of his fon. Such 
is the account which Vulcatius Gallicanus gives us of. his extra- 
£tion. But another hiftorian writes, that CaJJius himfelf own- 
ed, that he had nothing, except the name, common to him 
with the famous CaJJius* who killed Cafar the didhtor ; and 
adds, that he was originally of Cyrrhiitn in Syria, and the fon 
of one Hcliodorus* who had the good fortune to raife himfelf 
by his eloquence to the government of Egypt n . One of Adri- 
an's fecretarics was named Heliodorus* and him a modern 
writer takes to have been the father of CaJJius °. He was re- 
markable for maintaining difcipline among the troops ; but his 
feverity, according' to rulcatius* favoured of cruelty j for if His fi<ve- 
any foldier was found to take but the leaft thing by violence r ity to- 
from the people of the provinces, he caufed him to oe imme- wards the 
diately crucified in the place where the fa£t was committed : Joldiers. 
fome he ordered to be burnt alive ; others, chained together, 
to be thrown into fome river or into the fea. He ufed to punifti 
deferters with cutting off their hands and legs, faying, that the 
tight of a criminal living in mifery, made a deeper impreflion 
than his being put to death at one blow. As he had been at- 
tended with wonderful fuccefs agiinft the Partb!ans y M. Aw 

m Vuic\T, Gallican in Caflio. n Dio I. lxxi. p. 810. 
Am st in. orat. 26. 0 Vales, in excerpt. Dionis, p. 103. 
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rtliksy iti Ms firft War with the Marcomaimi, fent him againft 
tjhe Sdrtitdtians *their confederates. As he was encamped near 
the Danube, fome auxiliaries of his army, upon intelligence, 
tfiat the enemy lay careleHy on the banks of that river, went 
without his knowledge to attack them, killed three thoufand of 
them, and returned to the camp loaded with booty. Their 
centurions, who had put them upon this enterprize, and headed 
them in the action, expected fome great reward from Caffiux, 
for having with a handful of men killed fuch a number of the 
enemy, while the tribunes and other officers had fiegle&ed fo 
j3 Jignal favourable an opportunity. But CaJJius, looking upon this as 
inftance of a bad precedent, which might be attended With Worfe confe- 
, quences, iriftead of Rewarding the centurions, caufed them all 

to be feized and crucified like {laves. This feverity occafloned 
a rhutiny in the? army ; but Cajjius, without betraying the leaft 
fe^r, appeared hakeo* and uhatrried ih the midft of the ittcerifed 
rriultitude, crying aloud to therh, Kilt nte, and, to your negletl 
of duty, add, tfpu ddre, the murder of your general. This 
intrepidity allayed their fury ; and no one daring to utter* 
fingie Word of cornplairit, they all returned to their tents, anS 
thenceforth made tt their Whole ftudy to learn and obferve tte 
nlililary laws, khoWftig they ferved under a general Who couli 
rtbt, by any fears or menaces, be prevailed upon to wink at their 
faults, or fiiffet them to pafs unpuntthed. This inftance <ff 
feVerity rnailfe fuch "a deep Impreffibn on the minds of the Sdr- 
todtiafo, that tiefpfcirihg to conquer a people thus obfervahtti 
rnilitary difcipline and the rules of War* they immediately ferft 
^hibafladdrs to the errtperor to beg peace for a hundred years p. 
Appointed After the firft Marc6>nanmc war, he Was by M. Aurelius ap- 
go-vernor pbinted governor of Syria, the emperor judging him the beft 
of Syria. Qualified oT any iti the empire, to reftbre the ahtient difcipline 

intirely neglected by the troops quartered in that province (F). 

Nor 

p Vulcat. Gall. ibid. p. 46. 

I 

(F) The emperor upon his appointing him governor of Syria, 
wrote the following letter to his lieutenant in that province : " I have 

given to dwidius CaJJius the command of the legions in *yri<t, 
*• which Crefonius Vefiilianus found, as he informs me, diffolved 
41 in luxury, and abandoned to all forts of pleafures. He is, you 
" know, a Uriel: obferver of the antient difcipline, without which 
•« the foldiers can never be kept to their duty. You remember the 
«« old verfe, % 

* 

Mvribus ant i qui 5 res fiat Romana r virilis. 

" And truly the ftrict ohfervance of the antient difcipline is the 

** chief iup'pon of the empire. Take care that iuitkiem pro vinous 

be 
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Nor was he miftaken in his judgment i for in a few months, tie re/lores 
the rnoft diflblute were reclaimed frorn> their pleafures and luxu- *t> e mi ^" 
nous manner of living, the antient difcipline revived^ and the ta r J di f~ 
whole army thoroughly reformed. CaJJius^ upon his arrival at ct P" ne 
Jntiocb* ordered all the foldiers and officers to repair forthwith "™°Zf 6 
to their colours, publifhed a proclamation forbidding them, on 99 * ' 
pain of being cafliiered, to appear at Daphne, every feventh 
day examined their cloaths, arms, and equipages, and fre- 
quently obliged them to perform their exerqfes all in a body, 
faying, It was a fhameful thing that wreftlers and gladiators 
fhpuld be continually exercifed, and not foldiers^ wfcofe labours 
are leffened in proportion as they become accuftomeo) to them i. 
As for Coffins' s. other qualities, the author of his life reprefents 
him as a map endowed with great virtues, which, however, 
Were allayed with no lefs vices, infomuch, that he was byfome 
called a fecond Catiline. But to us that writer feems to cpntra- 
did hirofelf in the character he draws of Caffius ; for in one 
place he paints him not only as fevere, but cruel and inhuman, 
towards his foldiers ; and in another tells us, that he was greatly 
beloved by them. How can his being ftyled a fecond Catiline % 
pn account of his virtues and vices, his good and his bad quali- 
ties, be reconciled with what he writes elfewhere, v/ss. that 
had he attained the empire, he would haye prove*} ari excellent 
prince, a prince of great clemerjcy apd moderation ^. Dion 
Coffins fpeajcs of him, not ortfy as an eminent commander, but 
as a perfon equal tp, and in every refpe£t wprthy of, the fove- 
reign power •. He always abhorred ai> abfolutc ancj monarchic Is an enemy 
cal government, and is by fome thought tp h^ve had nothing to manor- 
elfe in view, when he revolted, but to reftpre the common- c h* 
wealth to its former authority. He had been charged . in the 

*Jldem, p. 47. r Idem, p- 41 — 45- • Djo. 1. Ixxi. p. 810. 

" be got ready for the legions, which, if I am not deceived in 
Awidius Cttffiusy will not be mifapplied." To this letter the 
lieutenant returned the following anfwer : " You could not prefer, 
" to the command of the legions in Syria, a man better qualified for 
" that important truft than Awidius Caffius : for only an officer of 
" his fevcrity can reclaim them from their voluptuous manner of 
" living, and put them out of conceit with the pleafures of the 
" effeminate Greeks, to which they have intirely abandoned them- 
41 fclves. He will make their flowers off of their heads, and teach 
them their duty. The necc/fary provifions for tl>e legions are 
already laid up ; and nothing can be wanting, fo long as they 
ha\c fuchan excellent commander as A<vidiui Coffins ( 14J. 

(!4> VuJcat. Gall, in <vit. Caff* 
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reign of Antoninus Pius with a defign of depofing that prince; 
but his father, who was a man of great intereft at court, hav- 
ing prejudiced the emperor in his favour, the accufation was 
dropt. However, he was thenceforth looked upon as a fufpi- 
cious and difaffe^ed perfon. When he commanded in the 
Parthian war under L. Verus % that prince, fufpe&ing him, 
and indeed not without reafbn, wrote the following letter con- 
cerning him to M. jfureliusy his partner in the empire. 
L-VerusV v Avidius Cajfius feems to me to afpire at the empire, as it is 
letter con- « well known he did in the reign of our father Antoninus 
cerning cc p; USm 1 therefore advife you to keep a watchful eye over 
bint, cc hj m- jj e cenfm-es an< i condemns all our actions, grows 

" exceeding rich, and fpeaks of us both with the utmoft con- 
" tempt, calling you a doating philofopher, and me a luxu- 
" rious fool. Confider what is to be done : I bear no hatred 
<c to the man, but would have you to reflect, that by inveft- 
" ing fuch a perfon with power, and trufting him with the 
command of the troops, by whom he is greatly beloved, 
€C you may injure both yourfelf and your children." _ No- 
thing can give us a greater idea of the virtue, truly heroic, of 
this excellent prince, than his anfwer to this letter, which was 
M. Aure- couched in the following terms : " I have perufed your letter, 
liusV an- i€ in which you betray greater fear and uneaiinefs than becomes 
Jhver. " an emperor, or is confident with the equity of our reign* 

" If the empire is allotted by heaven to Avidius Cajfius, it 
<c will not be in our power to cut him off. You know the 
" faying of your grandfather Adrian, that no man cuts off his 
** fucceffbr. If Cajfius is not defiined to the empire, he will 
" fall of himfelf, without our cruelty, into the fatal fnare. 
Beiides, we cannot in juftice treat a perfon as a criminal, who 
is accufed by none, and is, as you write, beloved by the 
army, and confequently a man of merit and a good com- 
" mander. In cafes of treafon, even when the crime is 
,c proved, the world is apt to think the fufferer injured; 
ct which made your grandfather Adrian complain of the hard 
c< fate of emperors, who are never thought to have been in 
<c danger till they are killed. I chufe to name Adrian rather 
" than Domitian, who was the firfl: author of this faying, be- 
<c caufe a thing, however well faid, has not its due weight and 
authority, when it comes from a tyrant. Let therefore Aw* 
il dius CaJJius purfue his own meafures ; he is an excellent offi- 
cer, and a man of great courage, and ufeful to the ftate. As 
for my children, to whofc fatety you would have me to 6- 
cc crificc him, if he deferves to be more beloved than they, ft 

u his life promifes greater advantages to the ftatc than theirs, let 

Avidius 
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** Avidius CaJJtus live, let the children of JIA. Aurelius perifh *" 
The good-natured emperor took no farther notice of what Ve- 
rus had wrote to him ; for, upon the return of CaJJtus from the 
eaft, where he had performed great exploits, he put him at the 
head of an army, which he fent againft the Sarmatians* and af- 
terwards appointed him governor of Syria , as we have related 
above. In the mean time, the Marcomannt and other German 
nations, renewing the war with great vigour, CaJJtus laid hold 
of that opportunity to feize the empire. Some authors write, 
that the emprefs Faufiina 9 being well apprifed, that her fon 
Commodus was no- ways qualified for the fovereign power, and 
fearing that fame one might feize it, who would deftroy her and 
her little children, foliated CaJJtus to declare himfelf emperor as 
foon as he fhould hear the news of M. Aurelius's death, and 
promifed in that cafe to marry him. They add, that a report 
being fpread of the emperor's death, CaJJtus immediately caufed He af- 
himfelf to be proclaimed in his room, and that, tho' the ru- fumes the 
mour proved afterwards falfe, he found himfelf too far engaged tit It of 
to recede. Others clear Fauftina from being any ways privy to *mperor. 
the defign of CaJJtus (G), and tell us, that the report of the 
emperor's death was fpread abroad by CaJJtus himfelf, in order 
to induce the governors of the eaftern provinces to join him, 
M* Aurelius being greatly beloved, and his fon no lefs hated u . Audit 
Be that as it will, he foon became mafter of all the countries j°*"*d by 
beyond mount Taurus and of Egypt itfelf, Flavius Cahijius, mo fi°f th 
governor of that province, having declared in his favour. The ea P rn 

° nations. 

1 Idem, p. 40, 41. * Vulcat. Gall, in Caff. p. 42, 43. 

(G) Vulcatius Gal/icanus, to clear the emprefs from this charge, pro- 
duces two letters written by her to M. Aurelius on occafion of this 
revolt. In one fhe exprefles herfelf thus : " My mother Fauftina * 
" in the time of the defection of Celfus* advifcd your father sintoni- 
nus Pius to fliew his kindnefs in the firft place to his own family, 
and next to others. And truly it is incumbent upon every good 
prince to take care of his wife and children. Your fon Commodus 
is yet very young, and your fon -in law Pontpeianm is ftricken in 
'* years and a itranger. Do not therefore fpare men, who, had they 
'* conquered, would neither have fpared you, nor your wife and 
" children. You will hear from decMus, whom I (hall fend to you. 
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what reports have been fpread of you by the wife of Cajfius, by 
his fon, and his fon-in-law, &c." In the other letter Ihe prefles him 
to purfue Caffius and his accomplices with the utmoft fe verity, if he 
loves her and his children, affuring him, that if he neglects to op- 
prefs them, they will not fail to opprefs him (15). 
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troops in Bithynia were likewife inclined to fide with him, but 
reftrained by Clodius Albinus^ their commander, of whom wc 
have occafion to fpeak hereafter. Several foreign princes 
and nations cfpoufed his caufe, but none with more zeal thai* 

the Jews w . 

/vJartius Verus* governor of Cappadocia, was the firft who 
gave the emperor notice of this revolt. 2l'I. Aurelius con- 
cealed it for fome time; but when he found it divulged by pub- 
lie fame, he acquainted the foldicrs with it in a very judicioua 
and mod eft fpeech, only complaining of the ungrateful return 
which CaJJius made him for the kindnefs he ever had, and fhould 
ever have, for him, not with (landing his revolt, as he hoped tQ 
fhew as foon as he had brought him to a fenfe of his duty. Nei- 
ther did CaJJius on his fide utter any injurious reflections againft 
M. Aurelius* but only charged him with neglecting the moft 
important affairs of the ftate to attend the ftudy of philofophy, 
and with fu fix-ring, thro* an excefs of good nets, many difor- 
ders, which it was incumbent upon him as emperor to correct*, 
In the mean while, 'M. Aurclius having terminated the war 
with the Marcomanni and other German nations, as the tinw 
approached for his fon Commodus to put on the manly robe, 
he fent for him from Rome and gave him it, with the ufualceren 
monies, on the feventh of July* ordering on that occafion con? 
Jiderable funis to be diftribu ted among the Ro7nan people At 
Rome the fenate were no fooner informed of the revolt of 
CaJJius* than they declared him a public enemy and eonfifcated 
hiseftate, which the emperor ordered to be returned, not into 
his private coffers, as his predeceffors had done, but into the 
M. Aure- public treafury. At length M. Aureltus left Germany and^ fet 
lius out for Illyricum* with a defign to purfuc his march thence into 

marches the eaft and meet CaJJius* declaring, that he was ready to refign 
agninft t he empire to him, if the gods fhould judge it expedient for the 
h:m - public good, that CaJJius fhould reign, and not M. Aurclius: 

For.it is not, added he, any private intercft or ambition, but 
the public welfare, that prompts me to undergo fo many labours, 
Caflius/j to cxpofe myfelf to fo many dangers. He was not advanced far 
killed i on his march, when news was brought him, that CaJJius had 

been killed by a centurion named Anionius* and another officer 
of a ftill inferior rank, who had the command only of ten men". 
Dion Caffius gives us but a confuted account of his death ; and 
Vukatius Gallicanus promifes to inform us how he was killed, 

w Mem ibid. Dto in excerpt Val. p. 718. Albin. vit. p. Br. 
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and where he was overcome, but is not fo good as his word* 
However, from what he writes, it is plain, that a battle or en- 
counter happened between him and the emperor's troops, pro- 
bably commanded by Martius V ?rus ; for on his bravery the 
emperor chiefly relied, and had therefore fent him before him 
into Syria, giving him the government of that province, in- 
ftead of the government of Cappadocia. We are told, that a great 
many letters, written to CaJJius by his friends and correfpondents, 
falling into Verus y s hands, the generous commander committed 
them to the flames, faying, he did not doubt but that would pleafe 
M. Aurelius, and if it did not, that hechofe, however, to fave 
many lives at the expenceof one a . Others write, that thefe letters 
were brought to M. Aurelius, who ordered them, fealed a<s 
they were, to be immediately burnt in his prefence b . With 
CaJJius was killed his captain of the guards, and foon after his fori 
Metianus, whom he had appointed governor of Egypt, to fecure 
that important province. No other perron of diftin&ion, at 
leaft of the fenatorial order, perifhed on account of his rebellion ; 
nay, thefe were put to death without the emperor's knowledge 
and againft his will ; for he was greatly concerned that the 
blood of any fenator fhould have been fned during his reign : 
hence, when the head of CaJJius was brought to him, he cx- ** n & &** 
prefTed great forrow, turned his eyes away, and caufed it to be f c *^ 
honourably interred, complaining, that he had been robbed of ^ 0tt S^ e f9 
an opportunity of fhewing his mercy. The reign of CaJJius, or e em ^' '. 
rather his dream, as Dion CaJJius ftyles it, lafted but three ^ concerned 
months and fix days c . M. Aurelius himfelf would neither try,yj r fa 
imprifon, nor condemn, any fenator concerned intheconfpiracy; death. 
but referred the whole to the fenate, appointing the criminals a 
day to appear before their judges. In the mean time, he wrote 
a letter to the fenate, wherein, after acquainting them, that 
he had appointed Po?npcianus, his fon-in-law, conful for the 
enfuing year, he thus exhorts them to proceed, rather with 
clemency than rigour, againft thofe whom they were to try : 

As for what concerns the defection of CaJJius, I beg and ^ j t , /frr 
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conjure you, confeript fathers, to have a tender regard to to //>c fe- 

radlers and to mine : let no one fenator be out to 



your characters ana ro mine : ice no one lenator oe put to note. 
death; let the blood of no perfon of diftin&ion be fpilt ; let 
fuch as have been already banifhed return, nay, and enjoy 
<c their cftates. I wifti I could raife from the dead thofe who 
tc pcriflied in the firft heat of the war. Revenge is nevr r com- 
u mendablc in an emperor; it ill becomes him in his own 
** caufe, let it be never fu juft. You wiil therefore pardon the 

*Dio p fti;. b D10. in excerpt. Vat.: c Djo. p. Si 3. 
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«« children of Avidius Caflius* his fon-in-law, and his wife* 
cc But why do I fay, pardon, when they have committed no 
4C crime ? Let them live in fafety and enjoy their paternal eftate, 
" with all their father's plate and furniture. Let them have 
« 6 full liberty to live where they pleafe, that they may be fo 
" many inftances of your clemency and of mine. I further 
" beg and defire, that all the fenators and Roman knights in 
cc general, who have been privy to this rebellion, be by your 
" authority exempted from death, profcription, infamy, in 
" fliort, from all kind of punifhment. Allow it to be faid to 
your honour and mine, that in this rebellion fuch only pe- 
™ rifhed as were killed in the hurry of the war" d . The fe- 
nate not only complied with his requeft, but returned hu 
thanks for the regard he had fhewn even to the moft undeferv- 
ing members of their body. As for the children of Caflius* the 
emperor took them under his proteftion, forbidding any one to 
reproach them with the misfortunes of their family, and feverely 
punifhing fuch as did. Vulcatius tells us, that he even raifedthe 
fons of CaJJius and Druncianus or Druentianus, who had mar- 
ried one of his daughters, by name Alexandra, to great prefer- 
ments, which was the more commendable, as the emperor 
was well apprifed, that Caflius 9 s wife, children, and fon-in- law, 
had, with many ill-natured reflexions, endeavoured to bring 
him into difcredit with the people and foldiery. Of the many 
perfons concerned in this revolt, only a few centurions were 
executed, and fome officers of greater diltindtion bammed. 
Among the latter was Flavius Calvifius, governor of Egypt, 
who was confined to an iiland ; but the emperor would not fuf- 
fer his eftate to be confifcated. An impoftor, who pretended 
to be infpired by the gods, and was faid to have foretold the re- 
volt of Caflius, was banifhed to the ifland of Scyros in the Ar- 
chipelago. All the accomplices of Calvifius were pardoned, as 
were likewife the cities that had declared for Caflius. The em- 
prefs Fauflina, in a letter which me wrote to her hu (band on 
occafion of this revolt % preffed him to purfue the accomplices 
of Caflius with the utmoft feverity. But the emperor hearken- 
ine only to the impulfe of his own good-nature, returned her 
the following anfwer : «• I have read your letter, my dear 
" Fauflina, wherein you advife me to treat the accomplices o 
" Caffius with the utmoft feverity, which you think they well 
" deierve. This I took upon as a pleJge of the love you bear 
« to your hufband and children. But give me leave, my dear 
« Faujlina, to fpare the children of Caflius, his fon-uvlaw, 
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« 6 and his wife, and to write to the fenate in their behalf. No* 
« c thing can more recommend a Roman emperor to the efteem 
< 6 of the world, than clemency. This placed Ccefar among 
<c the gods; this confecrated Jluguftus\ this procured to your 
sc father the title of Plus. I am grieved even for the death of 
<c Caffius, and wifh it had been in my power to fave him. Be 
" therefore fatisfied, and don't abandon yourfelf to fear or re- 
* c venge. Marcus Antoninus is protected by the gods" f . Some 
of his friends openly blaming his clemency, and taking the li- 
berty to tell him, that Coffins would not have been fo ge* 
nerous, had fortune proved favourabe to him, the emperor im- 
mediately replied, We have not lived nor ferved the gods fo ill, 
as to think they would favour Caffius : he added, that the mif- 
forrunes of fome of his predecefTors were intirely owing to their 
own ill conduct and cruelties, and that no good prince had ever 
been overcome or flain by an ufurper. Nero, Caligula, and 
JDomltlan, faid he, deferved the doom that overtook them ; 
neither Oth 0 nor Vitellius were equal to the empire ; the down- 
fal of Galba was occafioned by his avarice, an unpardonable 
fault in a prince Thus the rebellion of Caffius ferved only 
to give new luftre to the unparallelled clemency, good- nature, 
and generofity of Jkf. Aurellus, who could not prevail upon 
himfelf to take away the lives of thofe, who had confpired againft 
his and that of his fon. 

The rebellion being quafhed at once by the death of Caffius, 
M. Aurellus wrote a letter to the fenate, acquainting them, 
that he had named Pompelanus, his fon-in-law, conful againft 
the enfuing year ; adding, that he would have honoured him 
long before with that dignity, had he not thought himfelf ob- 
liged in juftice to confer it firft upon feveral perfons of extraor- 
dinary merit, and well-deferving of the republic. The fenate, 
in their anfwer to the emperor's obliging letter, begged him to 
return to Rome, and to inveft his fon Co?nmodus with the tribu- 
nitial power h . With the latter requeft he complied, as appears Commo- 
from feveral antient inferiptions l . But as for the other requeft, dus inntefl 
the emperor cither did not return to Rome, or his ftay there *<l with 
was very fhort ; for we are told, that, immediately after the tbtttibu* 
death of Caffius, he went into the eaft, and that he had begun 
his march thither even before he received that news k : It is not P orwer * 
therefore likely, that he interrupted it to return to Ro?ne. He 
had fent Pertinajc before him into Syria to make head againft 



f Vulcat. Gall. p. 32. e Idem ibid. h Idem in Caff, 
p. 45. 1 Onuph. in fait. p. 235. P. Paci, p. 218. Noris, de 
vo:is deccnnalib. imperator. c. 3. & cp. conful. p. 120. k Dio. 
p. 813, Jul. Cap. ibid. p. 32. 

Vol. XIV. 4 H the 



6io 



%he Roman Hiftory. 



Book III. 



The empe- 
ror goes in- 
to the eajl. 

Fauftina 

dies. 

Her cha- 
r after* 



Extraor- 
dinary ho- 
nours paid 
her by the 
emperor 
and the 
fii.atc. 



the rebels; but upon the news of the death of CaJJius, here- 
called him, and appointed him governor of Illyricum, in which 
province he had gained no lefs reputation by his prudence and 
moderation, than by his many victories over the Germans dur- 
ing the Marc'omannic war ; Co that he was greatly efleemed and 
revered both by the Romans and foreigners, nay, even by the 
enemies of the Roman name ! . The emperor took with him 
into the eaft his fon Commodus and his wife Fauftina, who died 
fuddenly in a village called Ha la la , at the foot of mount Tau- 
rus. - She was a woman of a loofe and wanton life, and altoge- 
ther unworthy of having fuch a father as Antoninus y fuch a huf- 
band as M. Aurelius, whom fome did not believe to be father 
of Commodus m . Dion CaJJius writes, that it was queftioned 
whether fhe died of the gout, or laid violent hands on herfelf, 
to avoid the fhame of being named among the accomplices of 
Qajfius, who, according to that writer, was chiefly prompted 
by fief to take arms and revolt n . Her chief gallants were Tir- 
tullus, Utiliusj Or fit us, and Moderatus, whom neverthelefs 
Antoninus, either not giving credit to what was faid of the em- 
prefs, or diflemblirig her irregular conduft, preferred to feveral 
employments. Her lewdnefs and her intimacy with the above- 
mentioned perfons, efpecially with Tertullus, were fo publicly 
knowrii that a mimic having one day afked his companion upon 
the ftage, in the prefence of the emperor, what was the name of; 
the perfon who was too familiar with his wife ? the other repeated 
the name of Tullus three times ; whereby the whole audience 
perceived, that he meant Tertullus, the firft ty liable of his 
name fignifying three times °. Some of the emperor's friends 
ativifed him to divorce her ; but he anfwered, If I divorce her, 
I muft return her her dower, that is, the empire, which \ 
have received of her father. In one place he- commends her 
free and open temper, her fincerity in friendfhip, and herac- 
quiefcence to his will p. Hs bewailed her, according to the 
emperor Julian * 9 after her death, more than was becoming, 
in a man of'his gravity, for a woman of the moft unblemiflied 
charafter. He pronounced himfelf her funeral oration, and 
begged the feriate to rank her among the gods ; for which he is 
defervedly expofed and ridiculed by the above-mentioned empe- 
ror r . He founded a fociety of young women, whom he brought 
up at his own expence, and called after the emprefs's name. The 
village where (he died he made a colony and a city, ftyling it 

1 Idem in Pertin. m Idem in M. Aur. p. 30. n Dig. 
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Faiiftinopolisy and erected a temple in it to her honour, which 
was afterwards confecrated to Hello gab alzis^ the moft lewd and 
debauched of all the Roman emperors. The fenate, out of flat- 
tery and complaifance to the emperor, not only ranked among 
the goddefles a perfon unworthy of a place among women of 
any modefty and reputation, but erected ftatues to her and to 
M. Aurelius, with an altar, ordaining, that young women, 
immediately after their marriage, mould repair to it, and there 
offer a folemn facrifice s . By this fcandalous inftitution, they 
deferved that their daughters mould all refemble Faujlina and 
their fons Commodus. Favjiina being dead, Fabia, the (ifter 
of L. Verus, who had been formerly betrothed to M. Aurelius* 
did all that lay in her power to induce him to marry her ; but he 
not thinking it advifeable to fubject his children to the authority 
of a ftep- mother, took, in the room of a lawful wife, the daugh- 
ter of one of the deceafed emprefs's domeftics 1 ; for to that 
purity, which the chriftian religion requires and commands, 
even the moft virtuous among the pagan philofophers were ut- 
ter Arrangers. As the Syrians, looking upon Cajfius as their 
countryman, had readily joined him, a law pafled at this time, 
enacting, that no one mould be fent with the character of go- 
vernor into his own country u . 

The next confuls were T. Vitrajius Pollio and M. Flavius 
jfper, both for the fecond time w . Claudius Pompeianus, the 
emperor's fon-in-law, and Clodius Abinus, who had reftrained 
the legions in Bithynia from joining Cajfius, as we have related 
above, were likewife confuls this year. J\A. Aurelius, arriving in The em- 
the eaft, freely forgave all the cities and communities there, peror*s cle- 
which had fided with Cajfius, except Antioch, the inhabitants mency and 
of that metropolis having diftinguiflied themfelves, above all the goodncfs to 
reft, by their zeal for CaJJius and their hatred to him. He there- *& e ****** 
fore publifljed a fevere edict againft them, deprived them of all *j? af b*d 
their privileges, fupprefled their public aflemblies, and took *vr^ w 
from them their mows and fpectacles, to which they were aUlus *. 
greatly addicted. But his anger being foon appeafed, before he 
left Syria , he reftored them to their former condition, and even 
condefcended to vifit their city. From Syria he pafled into, 
Egypt* where he not only forgave, but inriched with feveral 
privileges, the city of Alexandria, which had likewife fided 
with Cajfius. Having vifi ted moft of the chief cities in the eaft, 
and given every-where innumerable inftances of his humanity 
and good-nature, he failed from Smyrna^ where he had ftaid 
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fome time, and had feveral conferences with the celebrated fo- 
phift Jri/lideSy and arrived at Athe?is y where he was initiated 
in the Eleufmian myfteries. He conferred many favours on 
the city of Athens, and eftablifhed there public profeflbrs of all 
fciences, with handfome allowances to be paid them yearly out 
of the exchequer x . From Athens he failed for Italy ; and 
landing at Bmndujium, commanded his foldiers immediately to 
refume, as he did himfelf, the Roman gown 5 for neither he, 
nor any of his officers or foldiers, ever appeared in Italy in a 
military habit. He returned to Rome with his fon Commodus^ 
whom he named conful, though at that time but fixteen, for 
the enfuing year. Soon after, he honoured him with the tide 
of imperator, which he himfelf a/Turned for the eighth time, 
probably on account of fome victory gained by Pcriinax, go- 
vernor of Illyricum, over the Germans. At length, on the 
twenty-thiid of December, both he and his fon Commodus enter- 
ed Ro7ne in triumph, diftributing on this occafion large fum$ 
among the people and foldiery, that is, as many pieces of gold 
a-head as he had been years abfent, .which, according to Dion 
Cajpus, were eight y , but, according to the calculation of 
others, in our opinion more exacl;, only fix. At the fame time, 
he exhibited moft pompous and magnificent fliows, though he 
took no pleafure himfelf in fuch diverfions. The following 
year, Aurelius Convnodus C&far and §huntillus being confuls, 
Commodus was honoured by the fenate with the title of the fa- 
ther of his country, and by the emperor with that of Augujlm\ 
on which occafion M. Aurelius remitted whatever was due from 
particulars, either to the emperor or to the treafury, ever fince 
the time in which Adrian had forgiven all fuch debts z . The 
fame year he prefented the inhabitants of Smyrna with large 
funis, enabling them by that means to rebuild their city, which 
was almoft utterly ruined by a dreadful earthquake, defcribed at 
length by Arijlides in one of his orations*. As the emperor 
continued all this year at Rome, or in the neighbourhood of that 
city, he reformed, partly by his example and partly by whol- 
fome laws, feveral abufes. He could not fupprefs the combats 
of gladiators without difobliging the people ; however, as he 
was an enemy to all cruelty and blood fhed, he allowed the com- 
batants only blunt fwords, in the nature of our foils, faying, 
that with them they might equally difpl ay their flcill and dexte- 
rity b . The next year, when Orfitus and Julianus Rufus were 
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confuls, the Ufarcomanni and their confederates renewing the He 
war with great vigour, the emperor refolved to march againft marches 
them in perfon. But before he left Rome, he married his fon a S atn ft the 
Commodus to Crifpina, the daughter of Bruttius P reef ens ; and Marco- 
repairing to the fenate, delired leave to take c ut of the public manni > 
tceafure the neceilary fums for carrying on the war, faying, that 
an emperor had nothing of his own, not even the palace he 
lived in, but that all belonged to the fenate and people c . He 
then went to the capitol, where he declared upon his oath, 
that, fince his acceflion to the empire, no fenator had been 
put to death by his orders ; that fuch, as had perifhed in the re- 
bellion, had been killed without his knowledge ; and that he 
would have fpared them all, Cajftus himfelf not excepted, had 
it been In his power fo to do. As he was eminently /killed in 
philofophy, many perfons of learning earneftly intreated him to 
explain to them, before he left Rome, themofl difficult and in- 
tricate points of the different fe£h of philofophers, which he did 
accordingly, fpending therein three whole days. They feemed 
to apprehend, that by his death this knowledge might have 
beeen loft ; which mews how thoroughly he was verfed in the 
different tenets of the various fc<Sts of philofophers d . At length 
he fet out from Rome, with his fon Commodus, on the fifth of 
Auguji of the year 178, the eighteenth of his reign c . Tha 
following year, Commodus Augujlus and T. Annius Aurelius Ve- 
rus being confuls the fecond time, M. Aurelius gained a fignal And gains 
victory over the Marcomanni, Hermunduri, Quadi, and Sar- a fignal 
mat tans ; for which both he and his fon Commodus, as appears vicJory 
from feveral antient inferiptions, took the title of imperator f . over them. 
All wc know of this action is, that the Roman army was com- 
manded by Pat emits, and the Germans were utterly defeated e j 
infomuch, that all Germany, and the different nations inhabiting 
it, would have been obliged to fubmit to the Roman yoke, had 
not Antoninus been prevented by death from crowning his con- 
quefts with the reduction of fo powerful and extenfive a country. 
He died the following year, Prafens and Sex. §>uintHius Con- His death* 
dianus being confuls, on the feventeenth of March, after hav- 
ing lived fifty-eight years, ten months, and twenty- two days, 
and reigned, from the death of Antoninus Pius, nineteen years 
and ten or eleven days k . Dion Cajfms pofitively affirms, that 
he was difpatched by his phyficians, defirous to curry favour 
with Commodus j and adds, that when the tribune came to him 
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the kft time for the parole, he bid him go to Commodus, and 
court, not the fetting, but the rifing, fun *. On the other hand, 
Julius Capitolinus feenis to afcribe his death to a contagious 
dlfterhper 5 c or he tells lis, that the plague flill raged in the 
army ; and adds, that the emperor, with much-ado, prevailed 
upon his Ton and his friends not to abandon him ; which he 
tnok fo much amifs, that he abftained from all fort of nourifh- 
ment. Two days before he died, he recommended his fon 
Cimfnodus to the army, and conjured his friends to aflift him 
with their advice. On the feventh day of his illnefs, he defired 
to fee his foh again, but immediately difmifTed him, left tie 
Ihbuld be ihfefted with the fame diftemper. When he was 
gone, he corripofed himfelf, as if he defigned to fleep, and ex- 
pired the following night k . He died, according to Tertullian 1 , 
at Sirmium, now Sirmicb* in Sclavonia ; according to the two 
FiSforsy at Viridobona, now Vienna* in Aujlria. We need not 
ihention the concern of the foldiery and Ro?nan people, for the 
lbfs of fo good and fo great a prince. His body, or rather his 
afhes, were conveyed to Ro?ne, and depofited in the monument 
He is rank- Q f jfj r ; an . fje was immediately ranked among the gods, a 

* amo *S temple was erected to him, and an order of priefts appointed 
* e Z° u to his honour. Whoever had not fome image or ftatue of 

Af. Aurelius in his houfe, was judged a facrilegtous perfon, 
fays Julius Capitolinus* in whofe time, that is, in the reign 
of Dioclejia'n, he was ftill worfhipped in moft families among 
their do nieftic gods m . He was, without all doubt, one of the 
Eh fault, greateft and beft princes that ever fwayed a fceptre. His only 

fault was, according to Dion CaJJius* his too great goodnefs ; 
for though he rewarded with great generoflty the good and 
virtuous, yet he did not reftrain and punifli with due fe verity the 
vicious and wicked ; whence fome governors of provinces, pre- 
fuming upon his good nature, plundered, and often with impu- 
nity, the people committed to their care. Julius Capitolinus 
blames him for winking at the monftrous excefTes of his wife, 
and f6r promoting to the fovereign power L. Verus* whom he 
muft have known to be quite unequal to, and altogether un- 
worthy of, that high dignity, fince Antoninus Pius had not fo 
ihuch as honoured him with the title of Cafar. The emperor 
Julian prefers M. Aurelius to Co-far, to Augujlus, and to all the 
other princes who had reigned till his time 5 but at the fame time 
finds fault with him, for bequeathing the empire to his vici'ous 
fon Commcdusy and not to his fon- in-law Pompeianus, who was 
a perfon of extraordinary parts, and well qualified for fo great a 

1 Dio. p S r 4. k Jul. Cap. p. 34. ' Tjsrtul. apol. 
c. 25. J u. Cat. p. 34. 
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truft n . The meditations of M. Aurelius y which have reached His medi- 
our times, are highly commended by all the ancients, as an epi- tauons. 
tome of the beft rules, which human reafon or philofophy can 
fuggeft, for the conduct of a virtuous life. Some have queftion- 
ed, whether what has been tranfmitted to us be the whole 
work, or only an abitra& of it, feeing it confifts of loofe and un- 
connected fentences, whereof the fenfe is not alway? complete. 
But the ableft critics are of opinion, that JM. Jfurelius lefip thq 
work (uch as it is at prefent, having compofed it only for his pri- 
vate ufe°. It conlifts of twelve books, of which the firft feexns ta 
have been compofed in the height of the Marcomannic war, 
while he was eneamped on the banks of the Gran in the coun- 
try of the §>uadi p. He ended the fecond book at Carnuntum^ 
of which city we have fpoken above, where he reilded, ac- 
cording to Eutropius, three whole years. He feems to have 
put the laft hand to this work before the death of Fqitftina\ for 
in the ninth book he fpeafes of her as yet living, and ready t;o 
ly-ih; that is, before the end, of the year 175^ the fifteenth ot 
bis reign We muft not confound this boolc with another* 
intitled horologium principum^ which was pubWhed under the 
name of M. Aurelius* but is thought to have been compofed 
by Ant on i us Guevara a Spanijh bifliop r . As M* Aurelius was 
a great encourager of learning* many eminent writers, efpeci- 
ally philofophers, flouriflied in his reign. Tatian, the difciple 
of Jtijlin the martyr, tells us, that the pagan philofophers were 
fo far from pradifihg the poverty which they recommended to 
others, that on the contrary, many of them enjoyed large pen- 
fions, receiving of the emperor above fix hundred pieces of 
gold a year, without rendering any fervice to the ftate, or be- 
ing commended by any other merit, but that of wearing long 
beards 8 , But of tfie writers who flouriflied about this time, 
we fliall give a particular account in our notes (H). 

n Julian. Cjes. 13, 14,22,23, 41, 49. 0 Vide Voss.hift 
Graec. 1. ii. c. 14. p M. Aurel. 1. i. c. 15. H Idem. I. ix. 
c. 3. r Prol. Voss. hill. Graze. J Tatian. p. 157. 

(H) The moll celebrated among the "philofophers were, Crcfcen- 

t:us t C 1 if us , Lucid ?i j Dcmonax, Alexander the famous impollor, 
Srxtus the tloic, Six f us the empiric, Numerics, Hermogenes 9 slri}UM$ 9 
&c. Crefcentiut was a Cynic philofophcr, and according to the cha- 
racter which Tatian draws of him, intircly abandoned to all manner 
of lewdnefs (16). He inveighed with great virulence againit the 
chriilians, whom he charged with impicry and at he i fin, cho' in fe- 
veral conferences and difputes, he had been convinced of the truth 
Jujlin the martyr, who was chiefly at his infligation crowned with 

(16) Tatian. /». 1 J7. 
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martyrdom (17). We do not know that he left any writings be- 
hind him. We find two philofophers bearing the name of Celfus t 
and both of the feet of Epicurus, mentioned by Origen (18). Of 
thefe one flourifhed under Nero, and the other under Adrian, and his 
immediate fucceflbrs (19). The latter wrote feveral books againft 
magic, much commended by Luc i an, who infcribed to him his hi- 
Roryof the celebrated impoftor Alexander , which he undertook at 
his inftigation (20^. Some diftinguifti this writer from the author of 
the difcourfes againft the chriflians, whom Origen confuted; but B a - 
ronius, and molt critics, afcribe to the fame writer the books againft 
magic, and thofe againft the chriftian religion. It is certain, that 
Celfusy whom Origen anfwers, lived long before his time ; but not 
before the reign of M. Aurelius: for he not only fpeaks of the 
Marcionifis, who firft appeared about the year 142, the fifth of the 
reign of Antoninus Pius y but of the followers of Marcellina, a wo- 
man of the feet of Carpocrates, who came to Rome in the year 157, 
the twentieth of M. Aurelius's reign (21). He probably publilhed 
his work againft the chriftians during the perfecution of M. Aurelius ; 
for he reprefents them as reduced to conceal themfeives through fear 
of being dragged to execution 1 22). Chry/ofiom mentions one Celfus, 
no doubt the fame writer , who publilhed fome pieces againft the 
chriftian religion before the time of Porphyrins of Batanea(z$). Cel/us 
intitled his work againft the chriftians, true difcourfes ; but Origen 
Ihews, that he aimed at nothing lefs than truth, and confutes him 
with great learning, piety, and judgment. Many writers look upon 
Origc n's a nfwer to Celfus, as the beft apology for the chriftian reli- 
gion that ever was publifhed (24'. Eufebius thinks it contains 
whatever was, or ever will be, faid upon that fubjeft (25). Origen 
wrote in the reign of the emperor Philip, who was killed in the year 
249 (26). 

The works of Lucian have reached our times, and are defervedly 
admired for the elegance and purity of the ftyle; but filled with 
impious and atheiftical fentiments : whence he had the furname of 
the Atbcify or the Blafphemer (27) . He was a native of Samofota 
in Syria, and of a mean defcent. In his youth he declaimed, and 
pleaded caufes, and was in his old age regifter to the governor of 
Egypt (z8). Suidas writes, that he was thought to have been de- 
voured by dogs, for having ridiculed the chriftian religion, without 
fparing even the author of it; but of fuch a death no mention is 
made by any writer who flourifhed before Suidas. Some fay, that 
he embraced, and afterwards renounced, the chriftian religion; but 
this opinion is founded only on a wrung tranflation of the word 
«T>?//M}'o?of, in Suidas, by concioftator, and upon Lucian\ being better 
acquainted with the tenets and doctrine of the chriftians than other 

(17)' Eujeb. /. iv. c. 16. (18) Orig. hi Celf. /. i p. 8. ( to) 

Mm ibid. (20) Lucian p feud. p. 498. (21) Orig. in Cclf L viii. 

p. 424. cif /. v.p. 272. Iren. /. i.e. 24. (zz) Idem ihid. (23) 
Chrvf in 1 Corinth, horn. vi. (24) Vide Du Pin. torn. I. p> 

389. (20 Euftb. I. vi. r. 36 fz6) IdtmikiJ.Zs Hier. p. 43l> 
43 f. (27)Suid.p. 55. izS)LuJ.m m hifi. p. 359. Isfapof.p. zb%- 

pagans. 
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pagans. He wrote the life of Soft rates of Ba?otia,~a famous philor- 

fopher, who praftifed great aufterities (zg) ; but that work has not 
reached us. Some have, againft all reafon and authority,- afcribed 
to him the life of Apollonius Tyaneus, which was done by Pbilo- 
(Iratus (30). He wrote, according to Etenapius (31), the life of 
the philofopher Demonax, whofe difciple he had been. He repre- 
fents him as the greateft philofopher of his time ; but, after all, he 
was only a Cynic, fomewhat more polilhed and civilized than ''the 
reft of his brethren. What we find moll commendable in him is^ 
that tho' he was of a noble family, rich, eloquent, and well verfed 
in'moft branches of learning; yet he lived in poverty, pra&ifed 
great aufterities, and would not fuffer any one to attend him. 
When he grew old, and could no longer live without being atiifted 
by others, he chofe rather to die of hunger, than to fuffer any one 
to perform die leaft office about him. He was a native of Cyprus ; 
but lived at Athens, where he was highly efteemed in his life time, 
and equally regretted after his death. The Athenians intending to 
eftablim in their city a combat of gladiators, he told them, That 
they ought firft to overturn and utterly demolifh an altar which they 
had erected to Mercy. The emperor having defired fome of his 
friends to afk him injiis name, what was the beft method of go- 
verning, he anfwered, To fpeak little, to hear much, and to fall 
upon no provocation into a pafiion (32). Lucian, in his dialogue on 
friendfhip, fpeaks of feveral wars between the Scythians, who dealt 
on the banks of the Tanais, and the other northern barbarians, ef- 
pecially thofe of Bofporus, who were in Lucz'an's time governed firft 
by Leucanor, and afterwards by Eubiotes his natural brother. Leu- 
canor probably fucceeded Rhetnetalces, who was king of Bofporus in 
the reign of Antoninus Pius. The ftiips which faved Lucian, as we 
lhali relate anon, were carrying the embafladors of Eupator, king 
of the fame country, to Pontus, either to pay there the money which 
was yearly owing from them to the Romans, or to receive that which, 
the Romans annually paid to them; for the words Wi x,o/x/cTn are ca- 
pable of both fenfes. Eubiotes, in his war againft the Scythians , 
led with him all the Greeks, according to the expreilion of Lucian 
(32); that is, as we fuppofe, the inhabitants of the Greek cities on 
the Cher/one/us, which confirms the opinion of thofe who maintain, 
that the kings of Bofporus were mailers of that country. The ac- 
count which Lucian gives us of the celebrated impoftor Alexander 
is very diverting. He was a native of Abonitichos, a maritime city 
of Pamphylia, and generally revered on account of his pretended 
predictions, and counterfeit miracles, as a prophet. iXucian^ how- 
ever, who was noteafily deceived, looked upon him 2§ an impoftor, 
ridiculed his miracles, and expofed him in all companies; which fo 
provoked the pretended prophet, that he endeavoured to Air up his 
countrymen, the inhabitants of Abonitichos, againft him. Alexander, 
ncvcrthclefs, fome time after, pretended to be reconciled to him, 

(29) Idem, in vrt. Demottac. p. 546. ( 30) Vide Voff. hift. Gtare. 
I. ii. c. I e. (31) Lucian. in <vit.' Demonac* f. 546 — 555. (32) 

ldi m, toxa r. p. 63 I — 6 3 8 . 
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and even offered him a fhip to convey him to Amaftris in Pontus, 
whither his affairs called him. Lucian accepted the offer ; but was 
not a little furprifed, when, at a great diftance from land, he ob- 
ferved the pilot bur fling all at once into tears, and making various 
figns to the mariners. Lucian imagined the veffel to be in danger; 
but was more terrified, when the pilot frankly owned to him, chat 
he had received pofitive orders from Alexander to throw him into the 
fea; but could not prevail upon himfelf, after having lived fo long 
without reproach, to commit a murder in his old age. He left him, 
however, in a defert and barren ifland, where he muft have foon p$- 
rifhed, had he not been faved by the veflels of the king of Bofporuj, 
which happened to fail by. He was for prof ecu ting Alexander be- 
fore the governor of Pont us and Bit by ma ; but that magiftrate dif- 
fuaded him from it, telling him, that he could not condemn Alexan- 
der, without incurring the difpleafure of Rut Hi anus, who was very 
powerful at court, and had in his old age married the daughter of 
the impoftor, believing the moon to be her mother. Thus Lucian 
. had no other means left of being revenged on Alexander ; but by 
writing his life, and painting him in his true colours. This piece, 
however, he did not publifh till the impoflor's death, which feems 
to have happened in the reign of M. Aurelius. 

Sex t us was a native of Cbeeronea in Bccotia, by feci: a Stoic , and 
had been preceptor to M» Aurelius and L. Verus. Moft writers 
fuppofe him to have been nephew to Plutarch. M. Aurelius went 
frequently to hear him after he was emperor, and owns in his medi- 
tations, that he was indebted to' him for many excellent rules, re- 
lating to the conduct of a moral and virtuous life (33)* Apuleius 
glories in being defcended from him by his mother (34). At the 
fame time flouriihed another philofopher bearing the fame name, 
but a native of Libya, and by feci a Pyrrbonian (3CJ. •Heisftyled 
by Galen and Diogenes Laertius the empiric. Some of his works 
have reached our times ( 36). Suidas confounds him with the other 
Sextus, and the other with Sextus Condianus, who was conful in 1 80. 
There are ftill extant four hundred and thirty fentences of a philo- 
fopher named Sextus or JZpJlus, which were tranflated into Latin by 
Rufinus of Aquileia, under the name of St. Sixtus, pope and mar- 
tyr (37). St. Auftin was for fome time deceived by them (38}. 
But St. Jcrom, in feveral places of his works, afcribes them to 
fome philofopher of tite feci of Pythagoras (39). About this time 
Numeues is like wife fuppofed to hatfc Jiourimed, whofe writings are 
often quoted by Eufebius and Tbrodoretus againft the pagans. St. 
Clement of Alexandria quotes him for this famous faying, that 
Plato *vas but Motto /peaking Greek (4CJ). He- was, according to 
Suidas (41), a native of Apa?nea in Syria. He "thews, tjiat Plato 
copied from Mo/cs what he wrote concerning God &nd the forming 

(33J M. Ant. A i. c. 6. (34) Apttl. mcta. I. \. p. 103. (35> 
Runld. <vit Plutarch, c. 5. (36) Hde Jcnf. I. ii. c. I. f 37> 
Bib. patr.p. cfyc. ( 3 tf) Aug. rctracl. 1. \\. c. 42. (39J Bier. 

ad Cre. r. 2. in Exccb. xviii. SV. (<\o) CUm.Jlrovu 1. 
Sttid. p. 242. 
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of the univerfe (42) . He has been blamed by the pagans for ex- 
plaining the myfteries of Ceres and Proferpine ; which goddeffes are 
laid to have appeared to him in the attire of common proftitutes, 
to reproach him by that means with the (late to which he had re- 
duced them, by acquainting the world with the ceremonies praclifed 
in the celebration of their myfteries^ which is not much to their ho- 
nour. He publifhed feveral works, which are frequently quoted by 

Origin, Eufebius, Eunapius y Theodoretus and Hcjychius ; but none of 

them have reached us {43). He feems to have joined together the 
tenets of Plato and Pythagoras : whence he is by fome ranked among it 
the followers, of Plato; by others among the Pythagoreans (44). 

Crones, Ariftodes, Antiochus 9 Alexander ; Hermogenes, -drift ides, and 

Phrynicus, were all con tem pories with Numenes. Crones was one of his 
difciples, and wrote a treatife on the generation of things, which we 
find quoted by Origen and Plotinus (45 ) . Ariftocles was a native of 
Pergamus and firft a Peripatetic philofopher; but afterwards he aban- 
doned the ftudy of philofophy,and applied himfelf to that of" eloquence 
under the celebrated H. rodes At thus. He declaimed in his own coun- 
try; but did not meet with the applaufe he expe&ed (46). Antiochus 
was a native of AZg<e in Cilieia 9 by profeflion a fophift, and one of 
the difciples of Dionyjius the Milejian, of whom we have fpolcen in the 
reign of Adrian. Philoftratus feems to have entertained a great opi- 
nion of him, and not undefervedly ; for he is faid to have had an 
utter contempt for riches, and to have fpent his whole eftate in pur- 
chaling corn for his poor countrymen during a famine (47). Alex- 
ander was likewife by profeflion a fophift, and is greatly commended 
by Philoftratus. He was born in Seleucia, comprifed at that time 
in Cilieia ; but afterwards raifed to the metropolis of I/auria. His 
mother, tho* married, was thought to have had him by a criminal 
converfation with Apollonius Tyan^eus (48), whofe chaftity has, by 
fome writers, been mightily cried up. He was one of the difciples of 
Favorinus, Adrians great favourite, andjafterwards fecretary for the 
Greek tongue to M. Aurelius. Hermogenes, a native of Tar/us, gained 
fuch reputation among the fophifts, when he was but fifteen years 
old, that M. Aurelius went in perfen to hear him, was greatly taken 
with his extraordinary genius, and loaded him with prefents; but as 
he furpafled molt men when he was but a child, fo when he attained 
to man's eftate, he deferved to be ranked among children, fays Phi- 
loftratus (49). However, he lived to a great age, defpifed by thofe 
who had once admired him (50). Ariftidrs, one of the mod cele- 
brated foph ills of his time, was a native of Adrianotbera in Myfta. 
He is highly commended, on account of his eloquence, by Phrynicus 
his contemporary ( c 1 ), by Philoflratus {52), and generally by all the 
antients; but if he excelled, as he is faid to have done, all the other 
fophifts, feveral of his orations, which have reached our times (53), 

(\z) Idem ibid. (4.5) Vide Jon/. /. iii. c. 10. (44J Idem 
ibid. (+e) Idem ibid. (46) Philojlr. foph. xxix. {4.7) 
Idem. foph. xxxi. (48) Idem ibid. (49) Idem ibid, ($o)Dio* 
/. Ixxi p. S02. (ei) Phot. c. 158. (52) Philof. foph, XXXV. 

(S3) Vide Phot, c. 246, &c. 
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convince us that we have no reafon to regret the lofs of their 
works. He was fubjecT: to various infirmities and conftan tly indifpo- 
fed. We read in his journal, which he intitles /acred a : j;ourfes 9 
many things relating to maladies and their remedies, which he pre- 
tends to have learnt of YEfculaptus in his dreams (54.;. Notwith- 
ftanding his infirmities, he lived to a great age, and died in the reign 

of Com/nodus. * 

Lucius, or, as he is fryledby others, Saturantius Apul, ins, was a 
native of Madaura, a Roman colony, on the.bordcrs of Nttmidia and 
Getulia, the fon of one of the chief men of that cicy, and of Sal- 
via, one of the defcendants of Plutarch (55). He pa fled his child- 
hood partly in Greece (for his mother was originally of The/fitly., and 
partly at Carthage, where he learnt, without the affirtance of an 
inftru&or, the Latin ; but not without much labour, as he himfelf 
owns. From Carthage he went to Athens, where he applied himfelf 
to the ftudy of poetry, geometry, dialectics, and mufic, and tho- 
roughly informed himfelf of the different tenets of the various feds 
of philofophers ; but embraced that of Plato, which, however, did 
not prevent him from ftudying magic with great application. He is 
even faid to have been fo well (killed in that art, as to work ieveral 
miracles, which the pagans oppofed to thofe of our Saviour (56)* 
Theie miracles, however, are not well attefted; and Apuleius him- 
felf, being accufed as a magician before Claudius Maxhnus procon- 
ful of Africa* endeavoured to clear himfelf from that charge, as 
from an enormous crime, by an excellent difcourfe, wnich has reached 
our times He is thought to have ftudied that art in Thejfaly, 

where it was in great requeft St. Aluflin (which to us feems 

very ftrange) doubts whether what Apuleius writes of his being, by 
a magic potion, transformed into an afs, was true or fabulous (59). 
The pagans themfelves looked upon his metamorphofes as only fit to 
,amufe children (60). He wrote with great elegance both in Greek 
and Latin, but his ftyle is fomewhat affeded : he is fond of antiquated 
words, coins new ones, and frequently gives new ideas to old ones. 
He was reckoned one of the moft eloquent men of his age; hut 
neither his eloquence, nor his other extraordinary accomplilhmentSj 
ever raifed him to any dignity in the empire, tho* be was far from 
defpifing honours, as appears from the manner in which he fpeaks 
of a ftatue eretted to him at Oca, a city of the province of Tripo- 
li tana^ where he married a woman named Pudentilla j and of the 
office of pontiff conferred upon him in his own country, which gave 
him a right to exhibit combats of gladiators and wild beafts. Several 
pieces of Apuleius are 1U11 extant, and fomc fragments of others, 
which have been long fince loft. Of the former ibme are but a 
bare tranflation of Arifiotl ty or of other antient writers (61). He 
js often quoted by the antients, as appears from the collection of 

(54) Philoft. ibid. Suid. p. 426. (55; Apul met. I. ii. p. 115. 
& prol. p. 29. * (56) filer, pf. lxxx. Laa. I. v. c 3. slug, epift* 
exxxvi. (57) Apul apoL (58) AiV. apul. p. 15. ($9) Aug. 
£i*vit. Dei. L xviii. c. 18. (60) faf. hift. Grate. /. iv. Macrob. in 
fom. Sciphn. L i. r. 2. (61 ) Apul. prol. 
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fuch quotations prefixed to his works, but efpecially by St. Aujlin 9 
who takes great pains to confute his falfe theology (62). 

Amongit the hiftorians who flouriftied under M. Aurelius, thofe 
of chief note are Polyscnus^ a Macedonian t who infcribed to M- 
Aurelius and L V erus the eight books of ftratagems publifhed by 
Cafauhon (63). He left other works (and among the reft a defcrip- 
tion of the city of Thebes), which have been long fince loll (64.). 
Amyntianus wrote, and addrefled to M. Aurelius, the hiftory of 
Alexander the Great, which was not much admired. He likewife 
publifhed the life of Domitian, and the lives of fome other Latin and 
Greek princes (65J ; but none of his works have reached our times- 
Thofe of Damophitus have undergone the fame fate : He was a phi- 
lofopher and fophift, brought up, as Suidas informs us (66), by Ju- 
lianus, who was conful in the year 175, the fifteenth of M. Aure- 
Hut's reign. He is frequently quoted by the emperor Julian, who 
fnppofes him to have been a native of Bitbynia. Some of his works 
he inferibedto Lollius Maximus (67). The hiftory of Greece , writ- 
ten by Paufanias, in ten books, has reached us. The author defcribes 
with great care and exa£tnefs the fituation and antiquities of each, 
city, and all the curiofuies which in his time were to be feen in a. 
country once fo famous ; but fome critics find fault with him for ir>- 
terweaving his hiftory with fo many fables, which, however, are of 
great ufe for the right underftanding of the antient writers (68). It 
appears from the quotations of Stepbanus the geographer, that he de- 
fcribed after the fame manner Phoenicia and dyria. He bellows 
mighty encomiums upon A?itoninus Pius, and mentions his wars with 
the Germans, Sarmatians, and other barbarians ; whence it is plain, 
that he had not done writing in the year 175 (69K He relates no- 
thing pofterior to the reign of M. Aureiius ; whence we may con- 
clude, that he either died or ended his work under that prince. Phi- 
lojiratus fpeaks of one Paufanias a fophift, a native of C of area in 
Cappadocia, and difciple of fierodes Atticus. Of this Paufanias he 
oblerves, that he fpent the greateft part of his life at Rome ; that in 
fpeaking he changed all the quantities, and did not diftinguilh the 
letters that had a like found ; which, however, was common to all 
the Cappadocians (70). P hiloflratus afcribes to him only fome de- 
clamations ; whence he ought, in our opinion, to be diftinguiflied 
from the hiftorian of that name, tho* Vojftus and Sylburgius take the 
author of the hiftory and of the declamations to be one and the fame 
writer (71); for we cannot think, that Pbilojiratus would have patted 
over in filence fo great and important a work, had the fophift been 
the author of it. Suidas fpeaks of another Paufanias, by birth a La- 
cedfV?nonian, who wrote the hiftory of his own country ; but wc mud 
diflinguifh him too from the author of the hiftory of Greece, who 

(62) Aug.ci<v. Dfi. I. viii. c. 14. (6$) ^°JT- b'ft* Grarc. /. ii, 
f. 14. (64-) Said. p. 559. (6$) Phot, c. I 31. (66) Suid. 
p, 640. (fr] ) fide Jonf 1. Hi. c. 11. (68) Vojf. hi ft Grarc. 

I. ii. c. 14. (69) Pauf. L viii. p. 272. (70) Pbiloft. foph. 
xxxix. (71) I'ojf. ibid. 
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rebukes the Lacedemonians with great liberty, and whofe dialect 
comes nearer the Ionic than the Doric , which was the dialed! of the 
Lacedemonians (72). In the beginning of the reign of M. Aurelius 
flouriftied^one Jamb lie us, by birth a Babylonian, and by profemon a 
magician. He publifhed feveral works in Greek, and among the 
reft one fly led Babyionica (73^, which is faid by Tennulius to be fHIi 
preferved in the famous library of the Efcurial in Spain (74). Per- 
haps it was confumed by the late conflagration ; for that was the fate 
of many ineftimable manufcripts lodged in that famous library. 
Leo Allatius publilhed a fragment of it. VoJJius takes lamblieus^s 
Babyionica to be nothing elfe but the filly romance, of which Pho- 
tius has been at the trouble of giving us too long an abftradt. Suidas 
feems to infmuate the fame thing. Photius tells us, that lamblicus 
was originally a flave, and relates feveral particulars concerning him, 
copied from an unknown author (75)- Theopbylus of Antioch has 
tranfmitted to us a table of the Roman emperors, from Julius Cajar 
to the death of M. Aurelius, with the years, months, and days, of 
their refpe&xve reigns- This table was made by one of M. Aurelius's 
freedmen, named Chry fares* and not Crator, as VoJJius calls him, 
led into that miftake by the text of Tbeopbylus, where we readme* 6 
ftiv Kgawwp inltead of voyuiva\a.ruo, as it is corrected by Scaliger^yO,. 
The above-mentioned table was copied from a work of Cbryjbres 9 
containing the names and chronology of all thofe who had ruled in 
Rome, from the foundation of the city to the time of M. Aurelius. 
Scaliger has added it to the chronology of Eufebius. It is likewife 
to be found in the works of Clement of Alexandria, free from mod 
of the faults which have crept into that of Tbeopbylus. JEmilius Par- 
thenianus compofed the hillory of all thofe who attempted to 
ufurp the ibvereign power. He did not end his hiftory before the 
year 175, for he wrote the life of Avidius CaJJius. He is quoted by 
Vulcatius Gallicanus, who flouriflied under Dioelejian. VoJJius ranks 
him among the Latin hillorains (77). The grammarian Proculus, 
who initructed M. Aurelius in the Latin grammar, and was on that 
account raifed by him to the confulihip, publiftied a work on foreign 
countries, or, as fome read it, religions, de rcgionibus, or religioni- 
bus (7S). He was by birth an African ; but thoroughly verfed in 
the Latin tongue (79). Hepbejiion zndHarpocration, who inflru£led 
L. Varus in the Greek tongue (80 \ have both left fome works be- 
hind them. An excellent piece de re metrica, which feems to be 
very anticnr, and bears the name of one Hepbcftion, a grammarian of 
Alexandria, has reached our times, and is commonly afcribed to 
Hepbejiion the preceptor of L. Verus. Suidas mentions feveral other 
works publiflied by him (81). Another learned piece is lliil extant 

(72) Suid. p. 466. (73") Phot. c. 49. (74) VoJT. ibid. I. iv. 
/>. 58 j. Samuel. Tcnmtl. in not. ad Iambi, aritb. Arncmi*, an. 
10OS. (75) Pb*t. p. 241. (76) Vide Seal, in cbron. Eufeb, 
p. 396. 177) Vojf. biji. Lat. I. iii. (78) Tret. Pollio. bijfor. 
trigin. tyrannor p. 195, (79) VoJJ . bifi. Lat. I. i. c. 12. (So) Jul, 

Cap. in lit. f ir. /;. 35. (81) Suid, p. 1209. 
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on the ten orators of Athens, done by one Valerius Harpocrati<m 9 
fuppofed to have been preceptor to L. Verus (82). At this time 
flouriftied Apollonius of Alexandria^ furnamed Dyf coles, who pub- 
limed feveral grammatical pieces. Some of his works have reached 
our times, w*. four books on the fyntax, to which is prefixed his 
Jife, done by an anonymous writer, and another piece, intitled. 
Some jalfe hijlories, or rather wonderful hijlories (83). He was father 
to one Herodianus, who lived, according to Suidas, in the time of 
M. Aurelius, and publilhed feveral grammatical pieces (84.).' Am- 
mianus Marcellinus reckons him among the many great men for 
whom the world was indebted to the mufeum of Alexandria (85). 
Sylburgius takes him to be the hillorian Her odi anus 9 who wrote the 
lives of the emperors, from the death of M. Aurelius to the reign of 
Gordtan \ that is, to the year 238 (86 J. But Voffius fpeaks of the 
grammarian and hiftorian as two different perfons ; and truly the hi- 
ltorian might have been born in the reign of M. Aurelius, but cannot 
be faid to have flourilhed under that prince, fince he was ftill writing 
fifty-eight years after his death ( 87) . Artemidorus, author of feveral 
books on the interpretation of dreams, lived under Antoninus Pius 
and M. Aurelius ; for he is quoted by Lucian ; and he himfelf tells 
us, that he was acquainted with one who had entered the Ms in the 
combats, that were exhibited by Antoninus Pius at Pureoli, in honour 
of Adrian. He was a native of Ephefus, and in his other works 
ftyled himfelf Artcmidorus the Ephejian ; but in that on the interpre- 
tation of dreams, he took the furname of Daldianns 9 from Daldis* 
a fmall city of Lydia, the birth-place of his mother. He wrote four 
books on the interpretation of dreams, which have reached us, with 
a fifth, wherein he relates the iffue of feveral dreams. Of thefe 
books he infcribed the three firft to one Caff us Maximus 9 a Pbatni- 
cian, who, it feems, was a man of great eloquence, and his parti- 
cular friend ; and the two others to his fon, named likewife Artemi- 
dorus (88). Belides thefe books, he wrote fo me others, according 
to S'uidas (89), who ftyles him a philofopher, on the manner of fore- 
telling events by birds, and by the lines of the hand. For the com- 
piling of his books on dreams, he read all the authors who had 
handled the fubject, and were very numerous ; he fpent many years 
in travelling thro' all the provinces, and vifitingall the cities, of the 
empire j he conferred with all thofe who pretended to any know- 
ledge in divination (90) ; and the fruit of fo many labours, journies, 
inquiries, conferences, t3c. was a work the moft ufelefs and trifling 
that ever was publiflied, as is owned by thofe who have been at the 
pains of illuilracing it with notes (91). The fame author wrote fome 
books on phyfic (92). Marccllus of Ida in Pamphylia wrote, in 
the reign of M, Aurelius 3 forty -two books in hexameter verfe on 

(82) Idem, p 441. (83) Poff bift. Greet. I. ii. r, 14. (S^Snid. 
P- 379- dmmitiH. /. xxii.p. 235. (86) In Hero Ji an. proL 

(87) Voff ibid. l. i. c. I . (83) Artenidor. /. i. c . 28 7. in. c. 67. 

( 8q) Suid.p, 442. (90) Lit m, p. 3. (91) Voff Hid. /. ii. c. zz. 
Arttmidur. proL />. 4. 

phyfic 1 
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phyfic, and is quoted by St. Jerom (93). Marullus, a Latin poet, 
wrote fome fatires in the beginning of the reign of M+Aurelius, not 
fparing that prince, nor his predeceflbr Antoninus Pius ; but he pa- 
tiently bore his railleries (94). Apuleius fpeaks of a poet who lived 
in his time, and had begun an excellent poem upon. Alexander the 
Great (95). This is probably the writer, whom he calls elfe- 
where (96) Car'vinus Clemens , and who was quzeftor. Aulus Gel- 
It us, or Agellius, muft have flouriftied about this time ; for he was 
difciple to Titus Cajtricius, to Fa^vorinus, to Herodes Atticus, and to 
Cornelius Front 0, who all lived under Adrian and Antoninus Pius{qj}* 
Cornelius Fronto had been conful when Aulus Gellius was yet a 
youth (98). He bellows great encomiums on the celebrated philo- 
fop her and apoftate Peregrin us ; but does not mention his death, 
which rendered him more famous than any thing he had done in his 
life- time ; for he publicly burnt himfelf at the fports of the two hun- 
dred and thirty-fixth olympiad : whence we conclude, that Aulus 

Gellius had done writing before that time, that is, before the year 
165, of the chriftian asra, the fifth of the reign of M. Aurelius and 
L. Perus. He ftudied grammar at Rome, and philofophy at Athens, 
under Cal<vifius Taurus, whence he returned ro Rome. He left no 
work behind him, except his Nocles Attics ; for thus he ftyled the 
collection of feveral memorable and amuiing events, which he com- 
piled for the ufe of his children (99^. St. Aufiin commends him on 
account of his eafy and elegant elocution (100) ; but mod critics 
find fault with his antiquated words, his harm and improper expref- 
fions, and, above all, with want of judgment, in chufing for hiss 
collection fuch events as are for the moll part of no importance, and 
only contain fome grammatical and trilling remarks. Macrobius, 
however, often copies him. The annals of Gellius are frequently 
quoted by the writers of the Roman hiftory ; but the author of thefe 
annals, by name Cn. Gellius, lived about the year 620. of Rome f 
and was contemporary with Cicero ( 1 ) . 

(93) MM- (94) VojT- P°et- L *t- P- S z - (95) 4£'« 
jflor. p. 34-4- (96) Idem, apol. p. 338. (97) Aul. GelL I. xiii. 

c. 21. (98) Idem, I. xix. c. 8. (99) Idem, prarjat. (\oo) Aug. 

twit. Dei, /. ix. c. 4. (1) Vojf. bijl. hat. I. i. c. 8. Macrob. 

faturnal. I. i. c. 16. 
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A 

ABgarus s s embafly to Trajan, 493. Reception of him, 495; 
AceroniaPolla, mi (taken for Agrippina, murdered, 155. 
Acbaia, infranchifed by Nero, 214. Plundered by him* 

217. 

Atiiac games, anniverfary of, forbidden by Caligula, 43. 
Ademyftres, delivered up to the Romans, 49 5. 
Adiabene, fubdued by Trajan, 495, & feq. 

Adjutrix the legion, furious onfet againft the Rapax, 297. De- 
feated, ibid. Declares for Vefpaftan % 330. 
Adminius) prince of Britain, protected by Caligula, 46. 

Adrian adopted by Trajan , 478, & 508. Made quaiftor* 48 22 
Funeral honours to Sura, 485. Demoliflies Trajan 3 bridge, 487. 
Gallantry againft the Daeiani, 488, & feq. Praetorfhip and, 
games, 492. Sent into Pannonia, ibid. & feq. Made archon of 
Athens, 498. Governor of Syria, 507. Proclaims himfelf 
emperor at Antiocb, ibid. Whether really adopted by Trajan, 508. 
His extract and education, 518, & feq. Prodigious memory, 
519. Learning, ibid. Clemency, liberality, 520. Mild govern- 
ment, 52i,&icq. Letter to the fenate, 523. Modclt entry 
into Rome* 52c, & feq. Generous remittances, ibid. Succcfs a- 
gainft the Scythians, ibid. & feq. Severicy to fome worthies, 526. 
Progrcfa through the empire, 527, & feq. Narrow efcape in 
Yor.. XIV. 4 K Sp*:** 
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Spain, 528. Return to Rome, ibid. To Athens, ibid. Sc feq. Into 
theeaft, ibid. To Africa , 529. Syria and Egypt, 531. Obfer- 
vations on that country, ibid. & feq. Unnatural love to Ant inous, 
533. Exafperates thejeivs, 534. Severity againft them 535. 
Stay and munificence at .them, 540. Return to Rome. 541, 
& feq. Sicknefs, f 542. Names Verus his fuccerTbr, ibid^ Cruelties, 
544. Adopts Antoninus , 545. Suffers intolerable pains, 546. 
jDies at/ta/V, 547. His verfes to his foul, ibid. (BJ The year of 
his death, ibid. (C) Funeral, buildings, d5>. 548, & feq. Huge 
maufoleum, 549. Character, laws, Qc„ 550, & feq. Writing?, 
552, (D) Temple built by Antoninus, 549. 

'JEgyptians maffacred by the Je<ws, 503. 

jElia Capitolina, Jerusalem fo named by Adrian, 538. 

JElia Petina divorced by Claudius, 71. 

^lia?i > s writings and character, 559. fub not. 

^Emilia and two other veitals put to death, 510. 

AZmilius Pacenjis reftored by Otho, 287. Put to death by the fol- 
diers of Vitcllius, 336. 

Partkeni anus's writings and character, 622. fub not. 

JEthiopia fpreads a dreadful plague over the empire, 587. 

JEtna mount vifited by Adrian, 529. 

Jifranius the poet's comedy intitled Incendium, afted before Nero, 
£)uin£iilia7ius confpires againft Nero, I 89. 

Africa, faithful to Vitellius againft Vcfpajian > 318. Honoured by 

Adrian, 529. 

dgerinus fentby Agrippina to Nero, 155, Seized and imprifoned, 
156. 

Agrepis Jul. begs to go and view the defolation of Cremona, 331. 
His report of it mifconftrued, ibid. Kills himfelf, ibid. 

Agricola Julia, the mother of Cn. Julius Agricola, her tender care 
of him, 371. Killed by the foldiers of Otho, 7,72. 

— Cn. Julius, his excellent character, pedigree, &e. 37 r- 

Sent into Britain, ibid. &feq. Serves under Cerealis, 372. Pro- 
moted by fefpafean, 373. His fwift fuccefs againft the Britons, 
ibid. & feq. Recovers the iiland Anglefey, 374. Redrefles the 
grievances of iheBritofis, ibid. His fingular modefty, ibid Whole- 
feme regulations, 375, & 386. Hisfecond campaign in Britain, 
ibid. Suppofed to havecroffed over into Scotland, 386. Debauches 
the Britons funplicity, 388. Skill in fortifying, ibid. Difcipline, 
389. Farther conquefts, ibid. Defign upon Jr, land, 397. Suc- 
cefs in Caledonia, 39S, Sc feq. Speech to his army, 404, & feq. 
Routs the enemy, 407. Conquers Britain, 409. Recalled, 
10. Obtains triumphal honours, ibid Leads a private and retir- 
ed life, 4 f [ . Refutes the proconfulfhip of AJia , 413. His death, 
426. Whether natural or by poifon, 427. His character, //>« 

■ ■ Calpurntus, tentajrainll the l>rito>s, q 8 2 . 

Jigrippa, the grand fon of H roJ, rcleafed by Caligula, 5. Made 
tcti arch by him, with the title of king, 7. Buries the murder- 
ed emperor, 06. l'crfuadcs Claudius to accept of the empire, 

76, & Icq. Advanced by him, feq. By N t ro, t}2> Goes 

to 
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to falute Galba, 248. Declares for Vefpafian, 3 16. Intercedes 
for the Alexandrian Jtwj, 27. Letters to Jofephus, 446, fub. not. 

« Fonteius^s fuccefs againft: the Dacians, 343. 

>, the Ton of Felix , deftroyedby mount Pt/uvius, 3S6. 

Agrippina, daughter of Germanicns, honours done her by Caligula,^ 
Debauched by Lepidus, and banifhed, 47, ( T) Recalled, 81/ 
Murders her husband, 106. Propofed to Claudius, 105, ,0). Mar- 
ried to him, 107. Her defpotic fway, 71, 107, & feq. Horrid cru- 
elties, no, & feq Treachery to Stat. Taurus, 123. To Lepida, 
125. Poifons her husband, 126, (A). Hellifh policy againft 
Bntannicus, 12S. Cruelty and ambition, ibid. & feq. Harfli 
behaviour to Nero, 134. Fawns on him, 135. Cabals againft 
him, 136 Accufed by Silana, 139. Acquitted, 140. Unnatu- 
ral proftitution, 151. Journey to Bazar, 153. Efcapes being 
drowned by Anicetus, 155. DifTembles her refentment, ibid. 
Her laft words and death, 157. Funeral, ibid. 

J lab arch of the Je<ws, his office, 24. 

ALmi, where fituate, 368. Irruption into Media, &c. ibid. 
Albanians fubdued by Trajan, 495. Refufe to come to Adrian* 

53 1 

Albinus Lucius murdered by the Moors, 305, & feq. 

Clodius oppofes CaJJjus, 606. Chofen conful, 6n. 

A lb turn Intemeliu?n plundered by Otbo, 289. 

Alexander 9 Tiberius, governor of Egypt, 315. A friend to Vcfpajian, 
ibid. 

thcyenvifi a lab arch, imprifoned, 32. 

a noted impoftor, 617, (H) Comically described by Luci\ 

ait, 6iS, fub. not. 

Hermogenes^s writings and character, 619, fub. not. 

Alexandria rebuilt by Adrian, 532. Enriched by M. Aurelius, 611. 
» ■ - ■ the Mufeum of defcribed, 532. 

Alexandrians bafe condefcenfion to Caligula, 20, 21. Flattery to 

Ntro, 178, Ingratitude to Adrian, 531. 
Alphabet, how far enlarged by Claudius, 70, (N). 
Alpinusy Jul. put to death by Carina, 280. 

Ancona, the port of, made by Trajan, 501. 

Androniachus^s poem on Tberiac, 329, (T). 

Angle fey taken by the Romans* 163. Some brutifh cuftoms of its 
inhabitants, ibid. Loft, and retaken by Agricola, 374. 

Anicetus's contrivance to drown Agrippina, 152. Defeated, 155. 
Sent to difpatch her, 156. Murders her, 157. Acknowledges 
a criminal correfpondence with Ofia<via, 175. Baniftied, into 
Sardinia, dies there, 176. 

king Polcfnotfz freedman, raifes a revolt in Pontus % 343. 

Defeated, ibid. 

Annasus Comutus baniftied by N.ro, 219. His excellent charadUr 
and writings, ibid. (SJ. 

Anna>us Seneca, vide Seneca, \6, Sc feq. 

+~ — Sercnus, a confident of Ners's amours wi$h Jt3e 9 1 34. His 

character, ibid. (Dj. 
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Jornutus banifhed by Nero, 219. His excellent charade? 
and writings, ibid. (S). 
Annian family, an account of, 577> &fc< l- . U1 , 

Anfibarii driven out by the C£*««, 1 49- Their miferable end, 1 50. 

Anteius aiTaflinated, 73. 

made governor of Syria, 140. Betrayed by Soft- 

anus, 207. His death, ibid. 
Anthcniiftu fubdued by Trajan, 500. 

Antinomy death, an account of, 531. 

^«//W; damaged by an earthquake, 500. By fire, 973. Rebuilt 
by Antoninus, ibid. Punifhed for fiding with Cajpus, 6u. For- 

"bid 

A^JXj reftored to his kingdom by Caligula, 7. Accompanies 

him into 45. „ . 
king of Coma gene, defeated, 368. Deprived of his king- 

dom, ibid. 

the fophift, his character, &c. 619, fub. not. 

Antiftius the praitor, baniihed for a fatire againft: Nero, 171. 

w Lucius 9 * timely advice to Flautus rejected, 173, 174, (G). 

Antov.za her cruel death by Caligula her grandfon, 11. 

„ .. daughter of Claudius, married to Gr. P»mpeius, 71, 79. la 

93- Kefufcs to marry iWr*, 204. Put to death, 

Antoninus, why that name efteemed by the Romans, 570. 

Arrius^s fpeech to 7v>r<7, 466. 

Piuses firft confulfhip, 527. Adopted by Adrian, 54^ 

His love for him, 54 6 - Speech to the fenate, 548. Why fur- 
ramed Pius, 549, 5°°* His extracl, 553, & feq. S ^°ndco*- 
fulfhip, 569. l^ue, 562. Excellent character, 563. Why 
and when adopted by Adrian, 565. Wade high pontiff, 566, 
His meeknefs and generofity, &c, 567, & feq. Love for learned 
men, 568. Buildings, ibid. Highly efteemed by a 1 nations, 
569. Letters in favour of the * hriilians, 573. Sicknefs and 
death, 574. Funeral obfequies void. 
Antonius Honor at us, his noble fpeecn againft Nymphidius, 251. 

Na<uettus, made general under Oibo, 287. 

Primus banifhed for forger v, 170. Declares for Vcfpaftan, 
li 7 . His charaaer, ibid. Peri'uades the iliyriam to march a- 
cainft 3 1 9 Enters it aly, 3 20 . Takes many confiderable cities, 
ibid. Advances to Bebriaeum, 323 His bravery and fuccels 
againft the Vitellians, at Cremona, 324, U feq. Attacks the city 
and takes it, 327, & feq. Pardons the Fitellians, ibid. Advan- 
cestoF^o, 331. Paffes the Apennines, 333- Haftens tofave 
thecapitol, 3 37, 338, (A). Anfwer to Vitellius 338; Dng 
his troops into the city, 339. Takes it, 3 4°- TT H| ? unmercitui 
plunder of it, 3 +z. Confular dignity, ibid. Untimely env. d 
by 349. Over-reached by him, 359- Sinks in b» 
charaaer, 60. His reception by Vrjpafian, ibid. n -fiBS1 *4 
revolts in Germany againft Domman, 422. .ueicaccu 

1 1*11 1 



and killed, 423. 
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j§pi'.ti$ character and embafiy againft the Jews, 27. Writings, 33. 
{lib. not. 

Apollo"* temple at Miletus confecrated to Caligula, 20. 
Apollones foretells Caligula?* death, 62, (F). 

Apollonius Saturn, taxed nine millions for thirteen gladiators, 40. 

Tyam'us comes to Rime, 434. How received there, 435* 

Stirs up Nt-r'va againft Domitian, ibid An account of his life* 
travels, Sec, 4^0. Ordered to be feized by Domitian, 459. Hi* 
defence before him, ibid. Invited to Rome by Ner<va, 460. 
Difappears, ibid. Forcfight of his death, ibid. Refufes Ner- 
*va*$ invitation, ibid, His end uncertain, ibid. Pretended mi- 
racles and high character confuted, 461, & feq. Honoured by 
feveral emperors, &c. 463. His works, ibid. Perfuades Nerv*. 
to aflume the purple, 465. 

the Stoic* s haughty behaviour to Antoninus, 564. 

Dy notes' 1 s writings and character, 623, fub. not. 

Aponius, Marcus, triumphs over the Roxolanians, 284. 

-> one of Ntro"s informers, 235. 

Satuminus gives notice of Vefpufians revolt, 318. Declarea 

for him, 320. 
Appian's writings and character, 575, (E). 

Apultius, the philofopher's writings and character, 620, fub not. 
A que duel made by Claudius, 120. 

Aquila, Ifcdius, commander of a legion, infulted, 297. 
Aquinas the murderer of Capita, 260. 
Aquitani declare for Vitellius % 2S3. 
Arabia Petrara invaded by Palm a , 490. 

Felix invaded by Trajan, 502. 

«. Eud<emon, why fo called, 502. 

Arbcla taken by Trajan, 499- 
Aritninum taken by Fufcus, 331. 

Ariogr/es made king of the %h<adi, 600. Defeated and taken, ibid. 
Arijtides prefers an apology in favour of the chrillians, 552 

the Sopl:iJTs interview with M. Aurchus, 612. His writing*. 

619, fub not 
Ariftobulus promoted by Neto, 132. 
Arijiocles^s writings, and character, 619. 

Armenia fubjecled to the Romans, 494, Sc feq. Allowed to chufc a 
king, 524. War with the Part bians % 582. Reduced by the 

Romans, 

Armenians plead before Nero, 13s. Subdued by Domit* Corbulai 
150. 

Arrctinus Clemens promoted by Mucianus, 361. 
Arria^s heroic conilancy and death, 86, (Z). 

• the daughter of the famous Arria, prevented following hex 

example, 212, Banifliedby Domitian, 432. 
Arrian writes Trajan\ hiftory, 495. His books loft, 496. An ac- 
count of his works, 556, fub. not. 

— governor of Cappadocia % fupprefles the Mctjfageta', 539. 
Jnftructions and order of battle, ibid*. March round the Ettxine 

fca, 540, Whether the fame with the hiftorian, 556, fub. not. 

Arrita 
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j4rrius Antoninus, his excellent character, 

Artabanus, king of Part hi a, makes peace with VitclHus, 7. 
Artaxata taken by Prifcus, 5S5. 

Artemidorus, the philofbpher, banifhed by Domitian, 434. His 
writing? and character, 623, Tub. not. 

Artificer* taxed by Caligula, 39. 
Arviragufs war with Dotnit inn, 410. 
jdruntius Stella promoted by Nero, 140. 

Afcletarion mattes good his prediction againfl: Domitian, 439, 440. 
AJiaticus, Vitclliuis bafe freedman, knighted, 305 Exeefiive 
wealth and fway, 313. Put to death by Mucianus, like a Have. 

349. 

Ajmius Marcrllus banifhed for forgery, 170. 

Afptr, Sulpicius, confpires againit Nero, 1S9. His conftancy and 
death, 19S. 

Afprenas, Lucius, killed by Caligula's guards, 73. 
Ajjyria reduced by Trajan, 499. 

Ajlrologers expelled by Claudius, 119. By Vittllius, 306. Pro- 
claim an edict againit him, ibid. Foretell Domitian $ death, 439. 

Athenians highly favoured by Adrian, 529, 540, & feq. OpprciTcd 
by Hcrodcs Atticus, 594. 

sBtljens beautified by a dtian, 541. How governed under him, 
ibid. 

Athens N.iu built, 541. Its famed aqueduct finifhed, 570. 
At Hi us Varus, his bravery and death, 324. 
d timet us, the accufer of Agrippina, put to death, 140. 
Atra befieged by Trajan, 506. Its fitua:ion, ibid. 
Atticus, Julius, boafts himfclf the murderer of Otho, 270. 

$uincl. the conful, loaded with chains by the fitellians, 

336. Takes the odium of burning the capitol, 337. 
« Aulas, brav ery and death, 407. 

father to the famous H.rodcs, finds a large trcafure in his 

houfe, 468. How bid to ufe it, ibid. 

Ihrodes, difpute with the Athenians, 594. 

Aufdius fent againft the Catti % 582. 

Jiugujius, the temple of, rebuilt by Adrian, 528. 

Aulus Gellius, a difciple of Fa<vorinus, 555, fub. not. His character 
of Epicfetus* ibid. Of Calmifius, 57b, fub. not. Of Front?, 
577, fub. not. His writings and character, 624. 

Attrelian family, an account of, 556. 

« priefts, by whom created, 5S1. 

Aurdius, Marcus, his character of Antoninus, 567. Created Ctrfur 
by him, 57c. Chofen conful, ibid. Highly cfteemed by An- 
toninus, 572. Appointed his fucceflbr, 574. His extract and 
character, & feq. Various names, 578. Education and 

learning, ibid. Confulfhip, 580. Makes L, Verus his collcgue, 
cSi. Takes the furname of Antoninus, ibid. Generofity to the 
diitref/ed Romans, 582. Mild government, 584, & feq. Tri- 
umphs with Verus over the Parthians, 586. Takes the title of 
parw pr.tria* ibid. Wife regulations during the plague, famine, 

fe'r. ^7. Marches againit the Germans, 5S8. Succcfa againll 

them. 
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them, ibid. Funeral honours to Vents, 5S9. Sufpcacd of hav- 
ing haflened his death, 590. Sells all his riches to carry on the 
war, 591. Succefs againll the barbarians, 593. Meek beha- 
viour to Herodcs, 595. New viftories, 594. Miraculous delive- 
rance by the chriilians prayers, 597. Friendfhip to them, 599. 
Continues in Germany, 600. Totally quells it, ibid. His two 
letters concerning Caffius, 602, (F), 604. Speeeh to his army 
againfl him, 606. Concern for his death, 607. Letter to the 
fenate,ibid. Kindnefs to his children, 608. Letter to Faujlina 
about them, ibid. Sc feq. Goes into the Eajl, 609 Shameful 
mourning iovFaufiina, 610. Goes to Athens* 61 z. Returns to 
Rome, ibid. Great fkill in philofophy. 613. March againll the 
MarcomamiU ibid. Defeats the Germans, ibid. Sudden death, 
ibid. Character and obfequies, 614. His meditations, 615. 

Aurum coronarium, what, 50 c. 

Au/pex^s pacific counfel to the Gauls, 356. 

Attjlin St. judgment of Vefpafian\ miracles, 362. 
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ABILUS an aftrologer's bloody advice to Kero, 1 Sg. 
^Babylon, it* ruined flate in ApoUonius^ time, 455. Falfly 
defcribed by Pkilojlratus, ibid. Taken by Trajan, 499. Entered 
by him, ibid. By Cajjius, 585. 
Badlriaus ally with Jdrian, 531. Embafly to Antoninus, 569. 
Boitc, the famous bridge of, built by Caligula, 37. 
BaIbilius t C. made governor of Egypt, 140. His charafter, writings, 

Zs'c. 239, not. 

Br.rccqucbas, a falfc mefliah, ftirs up thej^av, 534. Defeated and 

imprifoned, 537. 

B.tfaideSs prediction of Vefpafians grandeur, 346, fC). Appears to 

him at Alexandria, 361, 362. 

Bafj'tus promoted for his valour, 595. 

•B~Cus, Csjtus, a lyric poet, deltroyed by mount Vffwuius, 239, not. 
& 3S6. 

Lucius, declares for Vefpafean, 322. Caufes a revolt in the 

fleet, ibid. 

J1.it avian cohorts fent into Britain, 308. Difmifled, 309. 
B.ftavrans revolt againfl: the Remans, 349. Their fuccefs againfl 

them, 3$i- Defeated , 3 52. Forgiven and left in fiatu quo, 359. 

Bravery againll the Caledonians, 406. 
Buthhius, one of the confpirators againfl Caligula, his behaviour*. 

02. 

Bttuli, the villa of, defcribed, 153, (E). 

Bcfa-iacum, where fuuate, 29; : The battle of, 296. 

B n.<i>cntUM, the high-way of, made by Trajan, 497. 

Beniyius, Orphid defeated and killed, 297. Buried, 29^. 

B rims, a fugitive, ilirs up Claudius to chc-conqucil ot B> iiain, 88. 

B n llus, Kc/o's G-cek fecrctary, 1 30. 

Bj.-vcon bcfiogcd by the Gauls, zzc). Relieved by the Rom.-ins, 
lb U. n „ 
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Bejfus, Saleius, his poetic works, 3 So, not. 

Beta*u) iiland, where foliate, 3 50. Ravaged by the Frifians% ibid. 
& feq. 

Bet her taken from the Jews, 536. 

Bithyni a adorned by Adri an, 5 29. And reflored, ibid. Declares for 

Caffius, 606. 

Bitbynians oppreffed by J. Cilo, 122. By Barb i us Mafia f 429. 

Bl<efus,Jun. declares for Vitellius, 278. Furnifhes him with a fuit- 

able equipage, 305. Hated by him for it, ibid. 
Boadicia ill-treated by the Romans, 163. Heads the Britons againft 

them, 165. Her luccefs at firft, 166. Speech to the army, 167. 
Defeated poifons herielf, 168. 
Bartica, the province of, inlarged by Otho, 283. 

Boiocalus, leader of the Anfibarii, his brave fpeech to Avitus, 149. 

His noble behaviour and difmterellednefs, ibid. 
Bolanus, Vtt. fent into Britain, 307. Inclines to Vefpafian, 318. 
Bonanza relieved by Nero*s means, 122. 

Bofporus fubmits to Trajan, 49 5 

Brafnans converfe with pollonius Tyan. 456. 

Brig antes in Britain, who, 114. Subdued by OJlorittt i ibid* Re- 
duced by the Romans, 57 1 . 

Briganticus, Jul. goes over to Vitcllius, 29 1. Joins Felix > 356. 

Br into ridicules Caiig ula*s mock expedition, 45. 

Br in no heads the Frifians againft the Romans > 3 50. 

Britain invaded by Claudius, 89* 90, &(C). Greatly oppreffed by 
the publicans, 375. Ealed by Agricola, ibid. How difcovered 
to be an ifland, 400. Totally conquered by Agricola, 410. Vi- 
fited by Adrian, 527. Walls built in it by him, ibid 

Sri tannic us, thefon of Claudius, born, 71. Ill- rcated by Agrif** 
pitta and Afcro, 11c, 128. Hated by Nero, 136. His deflrudti- 
onrefolved, he is poifoned, 137, & feq. Honoured by Titus, 
380. 

Britons difarmed by Claudius, 90. Revolt, 113. Defeated by 
O florins, ibid. Make a general revolt, 163. Encouraged co it by 
fome prodigies, 16c. Defeat the Romans, 166, 80,000 killed by 
Suetonius, 168. Subdued by Agricola, 374. Debauched into 
Roman luxury by him, 388. Totally fubdued, 410. Punifhcd 
for offering human viclims, 5 10. War with the Romans, 582* 

Bruflcrians defeated in Germany, 477. Wherefeatedj ibid. 

Bur do, Jul faved by Vitellius, 277. 

Buri revolt againft the Romans, 600 Submit, 601. 

^Burrhus, Afr. advanced to be captain of the praetorian bands by 
Agi ippina, 1 12. Promotes Nero** election, 128. Made his mi* 
liuiry governor, 1 29. Blamed for his remiffnefs to him, 1 34, 1 39* 
Accufed of treafon and acquitted, 141. Advice about stgrip* 
pitta, 156. Condefcenfion to Nero, 158, 160. Hia death, 17*. 
Whether a natural one, ibid. 

Rxznfitiiim made a Roman province* 369. 



CJD1CU, 



INDEX; 



c. 

CADICIA, Scevbiu j's wife, banifhed by tferoi 206. 
C reci/ia, Alienus, declares for Vitellius, 275. Sent agatnft 
0/£<7, 278. Commits dreadful havock ift Helvetia, 280. Succefs 
in //tf/p, 289* & feq. Befieges Plactntia, 290. Sucfcefs at 
Cajiores, Zgt, & feq. Defeats Otho at Bebriacum, 297; Sent 
againft Vefpajian^ 32 1. Declares for him, 322. Clapt in irons; 
ibid. Releafed, 327. Confpires againft Pifpajian, 376. Puttd 
death by. Titus, 377. 

Ca/area Germanica* by whom built, Rebuilt by Adrian^ 529^. 

Cafariana 9 Mauritania whence fo called, 82. 
C<t>fi*nus, L. Apronius\ confulfhip s 34, (N). 

Cn'/onia fufpected of turning Caligula's brain, 9. Made prieftds to 
him, 20. Married to him, 50, &(W) # Murdered bf Charea, 66. 

Crefonius Max. banifhed by Nero, 200. 

Caledonians invaded by Agricola, 398. Attack the ninth legion; 
and are repulfed, 399. Brave defence, 401, &feq. Defeated 
and routed, 405, & feq. Their defpair, 408. Recover theif 
liberty, 410. 

Calenus, Jul. carries the news of Vttellius\ defeat intoGaul, 329: 
Caligula, Gaius, his reception at Rome, 2. When and where born; 
1. (H). Whence (urnamed Caligula % ibid Declared emperor^ 
3. Piety to his mother, ibid* 8c feq. Mild beginning, 5, & 
feq. Confulfhip and fpeech to the fenate* 6. Generofity and 
honours, 7. Strangely altered after his illnefs* 9 A frames un- 
becoming titles, ibid. Cruelty to young Tiberius, io. Td 
Antonia, 11. To all who come in his way, iz. Abandons 
himfelfto all wickednefs, 13. Con duel to Caninius Julus, ibid. 
Exceflive grief for his inceftuous filter, 16. Marriages and di- 
vorces, 17. A flumes divine honours » ibid. & tS. Mad irrN 
pieties, 19. Ridiculed by an honeft Gaul, 18, (M), His in- 
human wifh, 35. Whimfical honours to his horfe; ibid. Biting 
fpeech to the fenate, 36. Stupendous bridge, 37. Throws great 
numbers into the fea, 38- Horrid extortions, 39. Depofes the 
two confuls, 43. His mock invafion of Gaul, 44, &feq< Boaft- 
4ng letter to the fenate, 46. Cruelty to the Gauls i ibid; 
Confpircd againft, 47. Turns broker, 48, His extravagance and 
luxury, ibid, (V). Marries Carjbnia, 50. Defeats the Gcrmansi 
51. Splendid fliows # at Lyons^ 52. Cruelty to Ptolemy >, 53. Mock 
expedition againft Britain, ibid. Sc feq. Returns to Rome > and 
to his Butcheries, 54, & feq. Cruelty to Proculus and others^ 56; 
Surprifing ficklenefs, ibidj & (B% Affronts to the bravre Chareai 
58, & feq. Confpired againft, ibid, & feq. 9trange fondnefa fbt 
dancing, cifc. 63, & (G). Aflafiinated, 64, 6$;&(H). Bu* 
rial and dilhortours^ 65. Perfecution of the AlexUndrian J envsf 
20, &feq. 

Calinicus Sutorius^ writings and chara&eV, 576*, not. 
Culpumia} a courtezan, informs againft Mtjjalina, icto. 
Calvhia generoufly treated by Pliny, 516, not* , 
Vol XIV. 4 L Gawtftui 
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Cal<vijius the accufer of Agrippina, 140. Banifhed, ibid. 

. Taurus'* writings and character, 576, not. 

Fla<vius fides with Caffi us, 605. Banilhed, 608. 

Camelodunum taken by the Romans, 89. 

Camillus, Furius, plots againft Claudius, 85. Abandoned by hit 

foldiers, and affafllnated, ibid. 
Campania ruined by an earthquake, 177. By the irruptions of 

mount Vefwvius, 385 - 
Cangi in Britain fubdued, X 14. 

Caninius put to death for his advice to Caligula, 13. His in- 
trepidity under it, ibid. 
Capita , Cojfutianus, banilhed, 144. 

Titinius's writings and character, 516, not. 

Capitol fet on fire by the Vitellians, 336. And rebuilt by Vefpaftan, 
. 364. 

Capitoline games exhibited, 491. 

Capitolinus, Jul. account of Antoninus, 567s 

Caraclacus^s valour againft the Romans, 115. Defeated, n6t 
Brave fpeech to Claudius, ibid. J uft reflection on the Romans, nj. 

Cardueni fubdued by Trajan, 500. 
Carinas a tool of Nero's rapines, 1 88. 

Cariomerus driven out of the kingdom by the Cat tans, 411. Left 

in the lurch by Domitian, 41a* 
Carthage, the fquare of, reftored by Antoninus, 573. 
Cartifmandua' s treachery to Cara&acus, 1 1 6* To her own hufband, 
. 118, Marries his armour-bearer, ibid, 
C a/peri us raifes a tumult againft Ner<va, 470. 
Cajp.anus bifhop of J erufalem, 538. 

CaJJius Ck&rea confpires againft Caligula, 58. His intrepidity, 64. 
Murders him, ibid, & feq. Conceals himfelf, 74. Put to death 
by Claudius. 79, &(T). 

- ■ Cat. Longinus banifhed by Nero, 205. 

Dion's judgment about Adrian's adoption, 508. 

fuccefs againft the Parisians, 583, 585. Barbarity to- Se- 
leucia, 585. Ill ftate of his army, 586. Succefs in Egypt, 594. 
. Revolt and character, 601. Inhuman fe verity, ibid. Sent into 
Syria, 60 z. Reforms the army there ibid & (F). Hatred to 
monarchy, 603. His character drawn by Terns, 604, Pro- 
claims himfelf emperor, 605. Profcribed by the fcnate, 606. 
His death, 606, & feq. 

Caftration forbid by Ner<ua, 468. 
Catamites publicly encouraged by Nero, 181. 
Cattaits, who, and where fituate, 349. Invaded by Domitian, 400. 
Ccler the murderer of JuL Silanus, 143, Shamefully acquitted by 

Nero, ibid, & feq. 

one of Nero's architects, 1 84. His proje&ed canal, ibid. 
Egnatius condemned, 360. 
Cilfus Marius drives to quell the revoltcrs againft Galba, 268. Ra- 
pulfed by them, 269. Saved by Otho, 273. Pardoned and raifed 
by him, *8i. Sent againft Ti.'eifi s, 288. Succefs againft Cc chta, 

292. Removed, ibid. Wholefome advice to Otbo, 293, 29?- 

bv 
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J'u<vefitius' , $ confpiracy againft Domitian, 43 

put to death, 526. 

his writings and character, 616, not. 

CentumcelLs by whom built. 485. 

Cepbalenia ifland given to the Athenians, 541- 

Cephifus, the bridge over, built by Adrian, 528. 

Cerealis, Petilius, defeated by the Britons, 166. Endeavours to re- 
lieve the capitol, 337. Defeated, 338. Sent againft the revolt- 
ed Germans, 356. Succefs againft them, ibid, & feq. Forgives 
the mutinous legions, 357. Uravery againft the Trei/erians, ibid. 
Narrow efcape, 358. Revenge, ibid. Tampered with in vain 

by Domitian, 393. 

Anicius put to death, 208. . 
1 Turult. goes over to V it e Hi us, 291. 
Civic us put to death by Domitian, 413. 

Certus's bafenefs to He/vidius, 432. Degraded, ibid. Dies in ut- 
moft terror, ibid. 

■ a fenator, impeached by Pliny, 469. Dies of grief, ibid. 

Cba:rea,Cafs. vide CaJJius, 58. 
Chaifes poft, by whom invented, 509. 

Chains, the kingdom of, united, to the empire, 426. 

Chaldeea fubdued by Trajan, 499. 

Chauci fubdued by Corbulo, 97. Defeated by the Romans, 582. 

Cherufci oppreffed by Italicus, 97. 
Chilo, Vett. put to death by Galba 9 \ [249. 

Chrijiians perfecuted by Nero, 186, & feq. * Confounded with the 
Jews by Tacitus, 186, (O). Hated by Domitian, 415. Perfe- 
cuted, 436. Tolerated by Ner*va, 4.67. Perfecuted by Trajan, 
510. By the Jews, 534. Delivered and parted from them, 538. 
Perfecuted by Adria>i, 552. Favoured by Antoninus, 573, Their 
prayers obtain a miraculous viclory, 598. Favoured by M.Aurelius, 

599- 

Cbry/ojlom. Dion, forced to a private and laborious life, 434. Ap- 
peafes the tumultuous Get a at Domitian s death, 443 . 

Ciaconins y $ account of Trajans^S column, 509, & feq. 

Cilicia made a Roman province, 368. 

Cilo,Jun. accufed of extortion, 122. cleared by Narcijfus^s im- 
pudence, ibid 

€incian law, what, 97, in fin. not. 

Ci<vilis, Claud, vid. tub Claudius, 350. 

ClaJ/ic anuses treachery to Suetonius, 168, & feq* 

ClaJJicus heads the revolted Gauls, 354. Caufes Vocula to be mur- 
dered, ibid. And the Romans to fubmit, 355. His fuccefs and 
feverity againft them, ibid. Total overthrow, 358. * 

accufed of extortion, 480. Kills himfclf, ibid. 

Claudia, daughter of Claudius, difowned by him, 71. 

Clauitius, the emperor, chofen confulby Caligula, 6. defpifed, 10. 
Affronted by him in Gaul, 49. His pedigree, character, and pri- 
vate life, 66, & feq. Univerfally defpiied, 67. His learning 
and writings, 69, 70, & ( M ). Proclaimed emperor by the fol- 
dicry, 7 j, By che fenate, 78. His great moderation, Sec. 79. 

4 L 2 Renders 




INDEX. 

Renders him contemptible, So. Builds a new haven at Qf/4 
'8* & (X). Shameful cowardice, 80, 84, (Y). Succefsful ex- 
pedition againft Britain, 88, & to* Triumph over them, go & 
?0) Enatls fome wholefome laws, 9 1 . Informed pf his wuVt 
ewdnefs, &c. 100. Refolves upon a fecond n^arriage, 105, & 
(O). Pitches upon Agrippina, 107. Inlarges the city, 109. Hit 
fcininsk to C«r«tf^, 117. Aqueducl, canal, and (ea-fight, izo ? 
*feq Omens before his death, 124, & 00- Poifoned by his 
Wife, 1 26! His charader vindicated againft Seneca, 1 z 7 . F u- 
neral honours, 128. ApQtheofis, 132. ...... 

_-— CW/J saifes a revolt in Batanna, 350. Joined by the Ca- 
* nine fates, ibid. Succefs againft the tf^z**/, 35 1 Diflimulation 
to Vcfpafian, ibid. Refolves to lhake off the Roman yoke, 3 S*. 
Befieges their camp, 353- Surprifes them, 3 57. Totally over- 
thrown, 358. Surprifes Cerealis 's camp, ibid. Forgiven, and 
fubmits to him, ibid, Sc feq. Inlarges Alexander's mufeum, 532; 

_ Maximums writings and character, 576, fub not. 

Ptmpcia-ijus marries L. Virus's widow, 592. His character, 

ibid. Chofen conful, 607, 609. , . _ tr>y 

Clemens, Agrippa's bondman, plots againft Caltgula, Go, & (<-J. 

Suedius made general by Q/£*» 287. 
- fMr;, chofen conful, 43^. Married under Domitian 43 6\ 

His charaaer, ibid, & fcq. Wrongly confounded .with C/mm* f 
bifhpp of JW, 437. «» children martyred with him, 438. 
Clwvius, M. Ruf. acquitted and honoured by Vttelhus % 307. Hi* 

charafter, and works, 3 So, in fin. not. 
CAr*, the ifthmus of, fortined by the Romans, 387. 
Coans infranchifed by Claudius, 122, & (X), 

Carle/lis dea, her anfwer to Antoninus Ftus, 566. 

CWi ftratagemin favour of the Otbonians, 30^ His death, lbuj. 
Cogidunus rewarded by the Romans, 114. 
Cohorts how regulated by Adrian, 550. 

Gf&A/j fubmics to St^ot, 495; _ _ , r ..... m 
Cohen, whence (\iTnzmc&Agrippinenfss, 111. Declares ioxVtteUius, 277. 

Comagene, the kingdom of, reftored to Antiochus, 7. 
CW/ appears in Afr/Vs reign, 161. 

Commodus, L. Verus, vide fub /W, 542. 

—the emperor born, 580. Created Carfar, 586. Takes the man- 
ly robe, 606. Raifcd to the tribunefhip, 609. Accompanies hii 
father, 610. His legitimacy much queftioned, ibid. Cho fen conful, 
612. Enters Rome with his father, ibid. S ty 'led pater patrt*, ibid. 
Marries Crifpina, 613 Marches againft the Marcomanns, 013. 

<W/w, now Como, the birth-place of Pliny the younger, 5 1 5, «» 
not. His benefaaions to it, ibid. 

Con fulate {hortened to three months, 480. 

depofed from his confullhip, 34. His collcguc kills h.m 
If ibis 

1 blmlt * his excellent charaaer, 2 1 8 . Put to death by Mr*, ibid. 

Cwv/r*. P///>y's generofny to, 516, fub not. ^ 
prin^t the'ifthmua of, m vain attempted by Caligula, 4*. I 
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Cornelia, a veftal, buried alive, 398. 

Cor nut us, Ann<rus, vkL fub. Ann&us* 219. 

Cos overturned by an earthquake, 573. Repaired by Antoninus* 
ibid. 

Cojrboes invaded by Trajan, 492. Forced to fubmit, 496. Makes 
his efcape, 500. His golden throne feized by T raj an, 499. Re- 
called by Adrian, 5 24. 

Cojfutianus the falfe accufer of Thrafca, 2IO, 



Cettius, M. JuL advanced by Claudius, 91. 
Cotys, king of Thrace, made king of Arabia, 



12. 



Counts of Africa, their origin, 44. 
Crajfus Frugi put to death by MeJJalrna, 93 . 

Calpurnius, his confpiracy againlt Nerva, 470. Baniftied, ibid. 

againft Trajan, 491. 
Cremona fet on fire by Primus, 327. Surrendered to him, ibid. 

Plundered and burnt, 328. When founded, ibid. (W). Rebuilt* 
328. 

■ - the battle of, 324. 

Cre/centius, a lewd Cynic philofopher, 615, (H). 
Crifpina married to Commodus, 613. 

Crijpimlla* one of Nero's bawds, 259. Her plot to famifti Rome, 
260. Pardoned by Galba, ibid. 

Crifpinus Ruf. turned out by Agrippbia, 112. Put to death by 
Nero, 20 S. 

a centurion, murders Fonteius Capito, 260. Put to death, 

277. 

Varius, the innocent caufe of a fedition, 284. And of his 

own death, ib id. 
Crones'" % writings and character, 619. 

Ctefiphon taken by Trajan, 499, By Cajjius, 585. 

Cum*: damaged by an earthquake, 38 5. 

Curiatius Matem. his dramatic works, 380. fub not. 

Curtius Rufus advanced by Claudius, 98 . Whether the fame with 

3. the hiftorian, ibid. (M). 
Cutylite, the waters of, extremely cold, 378. 
Cyclades; the province of, what, 369. 
Cyprus, 250,000 Jews revolt at, 504, All deftroyed, 505 . 

D. 

DACIANS revolt againft the Romans, 342. SupprefTed by 
Mucianus, 343. Their character, 417. Country, ibid. 
Invade the Romans, 418. Force them to make peace, 420. War 
VfithTrajan, 482. Ravaged by him, 483. Subdued, ibid. De- 
feated by Aurelius, 588. 
Damis, a difciple of Apollonius Tyan. writes his life, 455. Sent 

by him to New a, 460. 
Damopkilus*s writings and character, 621, fub not. 
Danube, the famous bridge over, described, 487. 
pecebalus made king of the Dacians, 418. Defeats Fufcus % ibid, & 
410. Proud meffage to Dumitian, 419. Succefs againft him, 
ibid. Defeated by fu/ianus 9 420. Outwits him, ibw. Forces 

Pomitiai* 
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Domltian to a fhameful peace, ibid. Acknowledged by him at 
king, 421. Wars with Trajan, 482. Defeated, 483. Sues 
for peace, ibid. Revolts, 486. Treachery, ibid. Subdued, 
488. Kills himfelf, 489. His vail treafures difcovered, ibid. 
Decianus, Cat us, his extortions in Britain, 165. Cowardly flighty 
166. 

Demetrius, a cynic, mortified by Vefpajian, 365. Entertains Apollo- 
nius, 457. 

Alexand. a difciple of Fa<vorinus, 555, fub not. Beloved 

by Adrian, ibid. fub. not. 
Dcmonax, a cynic philofopher, excellent character, 617, fub. not. 

Noble anfwer to the Athenians, ibid. And to id. Aurelius, 

ibid. 

Diogenes's writings and character, 559, fub not. 

Dion Cafflus^s account of Adrian, 553, fub not. Life of Antoni- 
nus loft, 567. 

Dionyjius of Haliearnajfus, his writings and character, 559, fub 

nor. Why furnamed Atticift, ibid. 
Divodurutn, now Metz, plundered by the Vitcllians, 279. 
Dod-vjelPs fentiment, about Adrian^ adoption, examined, 508, 547, 

(C). 

Dolalella, Corn, confined at Aquh:um, 2S7. Accufed of treafon, 
306. Mafia cred by V it c Hi us, 307. 

Dcfpbins, a fight between them and crocodiles exhibited, 239, (T). 

Domitia hong it ta married to Dvmitian, 392. 

Domitian the fon of Vefpajian, 345. His narrow efcape out of the 
capitol, 336, (Z). Saluted Car/ar, 341. Firft indices of his 
debauchery, 342. Chofen prsetor, ibid. Takes the pnetor- 
ftiip of the city upon him, 359. Firft appearance in the fenate, 
396. Sufpectedof poifoning his brother, 390 His ingratitude 
to him, 391. Proclaimed emperor, ibid. His private life and 
character, ibid. & feq. Gallic expedition diverted by Mucianus, 

393. Studies poetry, &e. ibid. Why furnamed Gcrmanicus 9 

394. Reviles the memory of his brother, ibid. & feq. His ge- 
nerous conduct upon his firft exaltation, 395. Public buildings, 
ibid. Repairs the libraries, 396. Diverfion in catching of 
flies, ibid. Wholefome laws, ibid. Cruelty to Sabinus, 397. 
Sham triumph over the Cat tans, 400. Envy and diflimulation 
to Agricola, 410. Recals him from Britain, ibid. Sham vic- 
tories in Sarmatia, 412. Cruelties, ibid. &c. Univerfal jea- 
loufy, 414. Rapines and extortions, 415. Aflumes divine ho- 
nours, 416. Inftitutes the capitoline fports, 417. Lofes his 
armies in many provinces, 418, & feq. Jealous of Agricola, ibid. 
JVlarches againft the Dactans, 4 1 9. 'rreacliery to the Quadi and 
others, 420. Shameful flight, ibid. Forced to a fliameful peace 
with the Detcians, ibid. His mock triumph over them, 421. 
Celebrates the fecular games, ibid. Butcheries at Rome, 422,423. 
His land and naval fliows, 424, & feq. . Ghaflly entertainment 
to the fenators and knights, 425. Edict againlt the growth of 
vines, 426. Of what duration, ibid. Sufpcctcd of poifoning 

Jgricolti, 427. Expedition againlt the Sarmatiansy 436, Hor- 

lid 
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rid cruelties and butcheries, ibid & feq. Hatred againfl philo-* 
fophers, 434. Confpired againft, 435. Outwitted by Celfus, 
ibid. & feq. Repairs feveral roads, 436. Ferfecutcs the chrifti- 
ans, ibid. &: feq. Threatened by prodigies, 439. Laves in per- 
petual terrors, 440. Has fome notice of his death, 441. Mur- 
dered, 442 His private funeral, 443. The authors that 
flourifhed in his time, 449. (G). Jealoufy of Ner*va, 465. 

Death, 466. 
the fon of Flavius Clemens, 438. 

Domitill<s, one the mother the other the filler of Domitian, 345. 

Martyred under him, 436. 
Domitius Afer, fucceeds D. Corbulo, 34, (N). His politic efcap«, 

40, [?). Lonfulfhip, 43. 
1 Corbulo, vid fub Corbulo, 34, (N). 

the fon of jfgrippina* marries Ofiavta, 1 08. Adopted by 

Claudius, 109, (R) Takes the name of Nero, &c, 110. The 
reft fee fub Nero, 213, & feq. 

Dorypborus, why poifonedby Nero, 176. 

Drill/', a fierce northern people, 540. 

Druids encourage the Gauls againft the Romans, 354. 

Drujilla, privileges granted to her by Caligula, 4. Her death and 
inceft with him, 1 6. Apotbeojis, ibid. 

— the pretended daughter of Caligula, born, 50, (W). Pre- 

fented by him to the gods, ibid. 

Drufus, the nephew of Germanicus, ftrangely choaked with an ap- 
ple, 71. . 

Duras generoufly refigns the Dacian crown to Deeebalus, 418. 

Dyf coles > vid. Apollonius, 623. 



. E. 

EArtbquake, in Afia, deftroys feveral cities, 488. In Galatia, 
497. At Antioch, a dire one, defcribed, 500. 
Edemon raifes a revolt in Mauritania, 53. 
Edejjfa taken and burnt by the Romans, 505. By Cajfius, 58 j. 
Edict um perpetuum, when and by whom firft publifhed, ,31. 
Elcujina damaged by an overflow of the Cepbi/us, 528. 
Elephants taught to walk upon ropes, 245. 

Emponia's fig nal fidelity to her husband Julius Sabinus, 376. Cruel- 
ly put to death by Vefpaftan, ibid. 

Epapbroditus, Nero^s fecretary, put to death, 439. 

the grammarian, an account of, 454, not. 

Epicbaris promotes the confpiracy againft Nerc, and animates the 
confpirators, 190. Barnes her accufers, 191. Imprifoncd, ibid. 
Her wonderful conftancy on the rack, 193. Strange death, 
ibid. 

Epicletus, as a philofopher, banifhed by Dimitian, 434. An ac- 
count of that famed philofopher, 555, fub not. 
Etbnarcb, among the 'Jew; , what, 24. 

Eunuchs, the making of, fupprefled by Dimitian, out of envy to 
Titus, 398. 

E vodl.tS 
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E'vodius fent to kill Mrjfalina, 104. 

Euphrates falls out with Apollonius Tyan. 458. JufUfied againft 

P hi loftr atus , 462. His death, works, &c. ibid. 
Eupbratejiana, the kingdom of, whence fo called, 368. 
Eufebius, bifhop of Car/area, his account of the thundering legion, 

599- 

Eutropius's abridgment imperfect, 497. 

Euxine fea delcribed by Arrian, 539. 

Exedares refigns his crown to 1. raj an , 492. 

Exiles, Roman, put to death by Caligula, 40, in fin. (P)* 

FABIA betrothed to M Aurelius, 580. 
Fabius Rufticus, an account of his writings, 23 s, (T). 
Hi/pan. banifhed for extortion, 481. 

■ - ■ Marccllinus* 's hiftory loft, 496. 

Fabricius V nento banifhed for libelling the fenate, 171. 
Fadilla, Aur. An t on inus y s daughter, 562. 

Fannia, the wife of Senerio, banifhed into a defert ifland, 432. 

Fwventius, CI. caufes Viteliinus'% flc#t to revolt, 332. 

Favor the pantomime's taunt at Vefpaftan^s funeral, 378. 

Fa*vorinus*s pleafancry to Adrian , 520. An account of him and hii 
works, 555, fab not. Sarcafm againft the Athenians, ibid. 

Faufiina Anma married to M. Aurelius, C62. Created Augufta, 
566. Her avarice checked by her husband, 567. Death and 
lewd character, 570. 

daughter of Antoninus , married to M. Aurelius, 562, 570. 

Whether acceffary to Cajpus' s treafon, 605. Her two letters to 
the emperor about him, 605, (G). Death and undeferved ho- 
nours, 610, & feq. 

Fauftinian fociety of women founded by M. Aurelius, 610. 

Fauftinopolisy why fo called, 6x0, 611. 

Feiix^s great fway with Claudius, 71 . Who he was, 72* (O). 

Sextilius defeats the revolted *Trc *ve rians , 356* 

Fenius Rufus confpires againft Nero, 190. His treachery and Cruel- 
ty to the confpirators, 194. Accufed by Se&vinus, 198. His 
unmanly death, ibid & feq. 

Flaceus, governor of Egypt, put to death, 40, in fin. not. 

— Hordeonius fucceeds Virginiusin Gaul, 249. Oppofed by 

the German troops, 261. His cowardice there, 276. Inclines 
to Vefpafian, 319. Murdered, 353. 
Awilius, governor of Syria i encourages the horrid perfec- 
tion of the '/iwj at Alexandria, 20. Arretted by Baffus f and 
carried to Rome, 24. Banifhed to & deferc ifland, 26. Futttf 
death, ibid. 

• Vnler. Setitt. Balb* his poems, 450; fub. not. 

Flavian family, the origin and rife of, 344. 
■ ■ ■■ — colony, by whom founded, 378 

«— * — temple and llatues overturned by ftorm*. 439. 

Flavin 
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Flavius, SuBrjus, confpires againft 189. Prevented^by the 

cowardly Fenius, 194. 

5 abinus .made governor vOf -Rome, 2*73. 
Sccrviuus confpires .againft wV^o, 1&9. Betrayed by his 

fervant, 192. Confefies the fa&, .19.3. Brave (peechatJiis tryal, 

198. Intrepid death, ibid. 
TIqtus Luc. an account of his writings, 651, not. Verfes to and 

from . Idrian, ibid. 
Fonteius murdered in Germany , 260. His. character, ibid. 
Freed-men of Claudius* their great.fway, »i 2.3, & fcq. 
fW/fr feize on the Rotnan lands, 148. Driven out of them, 149. 
Frontinus Jul. convokes. the fenate for Vefpajiun, 359. Refigns his 

office, ibid. 

his treatife on aquedu&s, ,4.79, 480. .His writings and 
character, 512* (A). 

Fronto'% bold fpeech againft Nerva, 470. <Chofen confnl, 479. 

of Cirtha, his writings, and character, 577, not. 

Fucinus, the lake of, drained by Claudius, 1 20. 
Fulvius Aurel. his confulfhip, 423. 
xFurniUa Martia divorced by lit us, 3 81. 
•Furtius depofed, for his fidelity, 600. 

Fufcus Camel, advances into Umbria, 3.31. Chofen praetor, 342. 
His character, 419. Sent againft the Dacia>:s, ibid. Defeated 
and killed, ibid. His ftately rnonumedt, 42 1 . 
put to death by Adrian 9 544. 



G. 

GABINIUSP. Secund. foccefsagainft the Chauci, &c. Si, 82. 
Gaeta, the port of made by Aufonius , 568 . 
Galba Ser<v. Sulpit. Highly efteemed ,by Claudius, So, (U). 
89, V B). Defeats the Catti, 81. Encouraged to revolt in 
Spain, 224. His .fpeech to his troops againft Nero, ibid Sa- 
luted emperor, declines the tide, 225. Profcribed by N,ro, 228. 
Retaliates upon him, ibid. In a dangerous cafe, 230, & fejq. 
An account of his progenitors, 244* Adopted by Ltvia OcelL 
2 4-S» fU). His private life recapitulated, 245, & feq. Seve- 
rity in Spain, Saluted emperor, 2,47. Marches towards 
Rome, 248. Complimented by the embafladors at Narbonne, 249. 
Severity to t\ie-Spaniards , &c. ibid. And at Rome, z$z. Go- 
verned by three* Rapacious minifters, 253. Inftances of his own 
parfimony, 257. Refumes Nero's profufe liberalities, 258. Be- 
comes hateful to the foldiery, 259. Severity againft falfc in- 
formers, ibid. Incenfes fome German legions, 261. Adopts 
iPifi for his fucceflbr, 262. His fpeech to him on that occafion, 
263. Con fpircd againft by Otbo, 265. Warned of him by an 
augur, 267. Strives to aucll the revolt, 268. Deceived by 
fall'e reports, 269. Forfaken by his guards, 271. Murdered, 
ibid. His head carryed in triumph, 272. Buried with his body, 
274. His character, ibid. 
Galen, phyfician to M. Aurelius, 592. 
Galcria, Annia, married to Antoninus, 562. 

Vol. XIV. 4 M Gaierianus 
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G alert anus Calphurn. murdered by Mucianus* 349? 
Calerius Track, faved by Galeria, 306. 
Galgacus^s noble fpeech to the Caledonians, 401, & feqJ 
Gallio, his merry faying on Claudius** apotheofis, 132. 
Gall us AJinius, his treafon and banifhment, 91. 

JuU Didius fucceeds OJlorius in Britain, 118. Ill fuccefs 
there, 119. . 

Glicius impeached by QuinElilianus , 193; 

Cejlius defeated by the Jews, 216. 

Rubrius obtains a pardon for the Othonians, 302. 

Herennius defeated by the Bat avian cohorts, 351. 
Annius fent againft the revolted Gauls y 356. 
Games fecular exhibited under Domitian, 42 1 . 
Gaming encouraged by Caligula , 40. 

Ganda 9 a German prophetefs, pays a vifitto Domitian, 412. 
Gaugamela taken by Trajan, 499. 

Ga*vius, twenty years captain of the guards, 567. Monumental 
infcription on M. Aurelius, 570. 

Gaul vifited by Adrian, 527. 

Gauls greatly oppreffed by Caligula, 46. Revolt againft Nero, 223. 

Defeated, 229. Declare for Vitcllius, 278. Revolt from Vefpa- 

fian, 353, &feq. Agree upon a peace, 356. 
Gcminius Liviu j's impious flattery to Caligula, 16. 

the twin of Comtnodus, born, 580. 

Gctninus Virdius quells a revolt in Pontus, 343. 

German war againft M. Aurel. 587. Renewed with frefh vigour, 
588. 

Germany vifitedby Adrian, 527. 

Get a Lu. his fuccefs in Mauritania, 82, (W). Diftrufted by Claw 

dius, 101. Turned out by Agraphia, nz. 
Getar different from the Dacians, 417. 
Getulicus, Lentul. put to death, 47. 

Glabrio the conful forced to fight a large lion, 424. Banifhed and 
murdered by Domitian, ibid. 

Gladiators rcftrainedby M. Aurel. 612. 

Golc/es's brave anfwer to NarciJJls, 86. 

Gotbofredus\ account of poft-chaifes, 509. 

Grampius mons, the battle of, 401, & feq. 

Graptus the falfe accufer of Corn. Sylla, 146. 

Gratus Epir. difcovers Claudiuses concealment, 75. 

Grecinus put to death by Caligula, 51, (K) - Hia excellent charac- 
ter, ibid. 

Greece made a province, 369. Over-run by the Cajlobocbt, 

592, & feq. 

Greeks, their flattery to Nero, 214. Infranchifed by him, ibid. 
Andfamifhed, 215. And plundered by him, 217. Their hor- 
rid flattery to Adrian, 533. 

Gy?nnofophiJis, whom that title properly belongs to, 458. 



HALOTVS, 



INDEX. 



H. 

HJLOTUS, Claudius's, tafter, poifons him, 126, (A). His 
crimes and extortions, 256. Screened from puniftiment by 
Vinius, ibid. 

Harpocras, a favourite of Claudius, 71. Whether the fame as 

Callijlbus, 73, not. 

Harpocrathns writings and character, 623, fub not, 

Hegefippus, an account of his writings, 444, fub not. Falfly at- 
tributed to St. Ambrofe, 44c, not. 

Helico, Caligula's favourite, bought by the Alexandrians againft 
the Jenus, 28. 

Heliodorus in and out of favour with Adrian, 555, not. 

Helius, the murderer of Silanus, 129. Inftrurnent of Nero*s cru- 
elties, 217. Makes horrid hay ock at Rome, 220. 

Helvetii, their country laid wafte by Carina, 280. Pardoned by 

Viullius, ibid. 

Hel<vidius Prifcus's character, 369. Banifhed by Vefpajian, ibid. 

Put to death, againft the inclination of Vefpajian, ibid. His 

fon put to death by Domitian, 431. 
Hepbeftion's writings and character, 622, fub not* 
Herculanum deftroy ed by an earthquake, 3 85 . 
Hercules 's temple ar Rome burnt, 183. 

Herennius Senecio pleads againft Bebius Majfa, 429. Accufed by 
him of treafon and put to death, 432. 

Pbilo, his writings and character, 559, fub not, 

Hermippus's writings and character, 559, fub not. 
Hermogenes put to death by Domitian, 433, & feq. 

thefophift, his excellent character, 619, not, 

Herod Antipas difobliges Pttellius, 8. Banifhed by Caligula, 51, 

52 Advanced by Claudius, 81. 
■ kingof' Batanea t accompanies Caligula into Gaul, 45. 

Herodes Atticus, adifcipleof Favors' tt us, 555, fub not. Generofi^ 

ty to P§lemo?i, 558, fub. not. Confulftiip and high character, 571. 

Ill language to M. Aurelius, 594, 59$. 
Hetericc at Rome , what, 5 1 1 . 

Hippocentaur caught and brought to Adrian, 554, fub not. 

Hifpalis new colonied by Otbo, 283. 

Hog, a carved one, over Jtrufalenf* gates, 539. 

Horefiiatss, where fituate, 409. 

Hor mus, Vefpajian' s freedman, knighted, 359. 

Hyrcania fends an embaffy to Antoninus, 569. 

I 

TAMBLlCFJUS's writings and character, 622, fub. not. 
Janus'* temple fhut up under Nero, 213. Under Vefpajian, 
367. 

JujW$ haltory of Greece, 559* Tub not. 

4 M 2 y**)g'*f 
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Jaxyges, who, 320. Taken into Vefpafian 9 * pay, ibid. Join the 
Suemi againft Domitian, 412. Invaded by Decebalus, 486. 
Jpin in the German war. 587. Twice defeated, 593. Join againft 
the Romans, 600. Defeated, ibid. 

Iberians fubnrit to* Trafaft, 495- Refufc to come to Adrian, 531'. 

Jaeus s character, &c 5.17, fub not. 

Iceius Martian, a great favourite of Galha>, 253*. Hi» 
254. Execution, 273. 

Iceni in Britain, who, 1 Defeated by the RoHtdm, tt^ Re- 
volt, 164. 

Jerufalem vhited by Adrian, 524. Pro&ned by him, 534. 
Taken and raifecT, 535. How rebuilt arid 1 altered by hint, 

538. 

Jews refufe to worftup Caligula, 20. Oppreflfed by their gover- 
nor, zi 3. Conquered by Titus, 367- Raife an infurreclion 
at Alexandria, 369. Their temple there demotiihed, ibid. 
Perfccuted' by Do mi ti an, 415.- Their dreadful perfection at 
Alexandria , 20, & feq. Revolt againft Trajan, 503. Commit 
many horrid cruelties, 504 Defeated, ibid. Revolt againffc 
Adrian-, 534. Defeat and dreadful punifhrncnt, 536. Whe- 
ther excluded Jud,xa 3 537- Join with C&jfius, 606. 

l^uatius ^t. martyred, 497. 

Uien/es infranchifed by Nero's* meaw, 122. 

llljrian troops declare for Vcfpafian, 3 1 7. Their ill- tinted marcte 
into Italy, 319. 

Jncitatus, Caligula's horfe, made hi* prieft, zO. Promoted to 

other extravagant honours, 35. 
India, whether any part of, fubdued by Trajan, 503. Sends anv 

baffadors to Antoninus, 969. 
Informers profecuted by Ner<va, 467, 479. 

John St. banifhedinto Patrones, 438. Writes his apocalypfc there, 

ibid. 

Jarnandes confounds the Dacrans and Goths, 417. His account of 

the Dad an war, ibid. & feq. 
Jofepbus's prediction of Vefpafiari* reign, 347. His writings. 

33» 34* not. & 444, fub not. In great efteem, 445, fub fin. 

not. 

Ij eland ifland difcovered by Agricola, 409. 

J/idorus Mrs up the Syrian governor againft the jfe*ws, 20, 8e feq. 
Turns evidence againft him, 26. Invc&ives againft the Je<wijt> 
nation, 30. 

raifes a revolt in Egypt, 594. 
ltalicus made king of the Cbtru/ci, 97. 
■ king of Suwia, declares for Ifefpafian, 320. 

— — SUius, the poet, an account of, 453, fub not 
Italy greatly oppreiied by the army, 304 Relieved by Vitellita^ 
307. Divided between him and Vefpafian, 331. Invaded by 

the Marco ma nni, 591. 
Iturius accufes Agrippina, 140. 

Jubones damaged by fubterranean fire, 1 50. Their mad way of 
quenching it, ibid. 

Julia 
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Julia, daughtef of German cus*. m acried- to- f^tnkius, 4, High- 
ly honoured by Caligula* (4). The fame with Livilla, ibid. (I) 
Banifhed for lewdnefs, 47, & (T). Recalled and baxriihed 
sfreih, 81. Put to death, 88. 

wife of Nro, put to death* 88. 

Julian^ theapoftate, his judgment of M Aurelius, 610, 614. 
Julianas , Claud treachery to Fitellius, 332. Scourged and put 

to death by Lucius, 337. 

Tertius, broke for defection, 359. Reftored, 360. 

-Antonius, an account of his writings, 444, ful> not. 

Salvius, publishes his- perpetual edict, 53*. 
Julius* made prince of the Apjiles* 495 . 

Paulus t his writings and character, 575, fuhnot. 

June, the month of, changed, 206. 

Jmttia, the fitter of Silanus, called Venus for fce* extraordinary beau* 

ty, 106. 
Junius Pri/cus put to death, 40. 
Jupiter's temple burnt, r 8 3 . 

Juftin, the martyr, his fercafm on the heathen^ idolatry, 533. 

Prefents his apology to ntoninus, 573. 
— the abrid-^trr of Tragus, his character, 574, 575. Not the 

fame with the martyr, 575s not. 

Juftus, an account of his writings, 443, fub not. 

JwvtnaP, the famed fatyrift, an account; of, 45 2, fub not. 

Juvenales, games, infticuted by Nero, too. 

K. 

KNIGHTS, Roman, their high power revived by Claudius, 1 34. 
Forbid the gladiatorial fun&ion, 306. Hated by DoiMtian* 
425. When nrft ufed for fecretarics, 950. 

L. 

L/CO, a favourite of Galba, made captain of the praetorian 
guards, 250, & feq. Styled his pedagogue, 253. Hischa- 
ratter, 254. Promotes P/>'s intercft, 261. Put to death by 
Qthv, 273. 

Lamia, uElius*% death and character, 4x3. Put 60 death by Domitian 
for a jeft, ibid. 

Lampo inftigates Flaccus to perfecute the Alexandrian Jews, 20. 

Turns evidence againft him, 26. 
Lampr'taj*s account of Plutarch** writings, 557, fub not. 

Langres revolts againft Galba, 276. 

Largius Maccdo murdered by his flaves, 48 1 . 

LargusC. chofen conful, S2. 

Lateran, the bafilica of, whence fo called, 189. 

Later anus, Plautius, reftored by Nero, 133. 

' Plaut. confpires againft Nero from a love for his country, 

189. His death and intrepidky, 194, 195. 

Lags fubmit to Antoninus % 569. 

Leander Nicanor y s writings and, chara&er, 559, fub not 

Luna j $ Pipfaniusi baniflicd, 143, 

Lepida^ 
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pida t Dimitia, her character, 125. Put to death by Agrippina % ' 
ibid. 

the wife of CaJJtus condemned, 205. 
Lepidus M. EmiL debauches Caligula 's fitter, 47, (T) . Put to death, 
for it, 47. 

Libo's death in Syria, 586. His widow married to Severn's freed- 
man, ibid. 

Libyans, 200,000 mauacred by the Jews, 504. 
Licinius Mucianus, his writings, 379, fub not. 
Lingoncs made free of Rome, 283. 
Li<villa, lifter of Caligula, vid. Junta* 4, (I). 

Lochore, the frith of near Edinburgh, 399. The battle of, ibid. 
Locufta, the poifoner of Claudius, 1 26 Prepares poifon for Bri* 

tannic us, 137. Put to death by Galba 9 255. 
Lollia Paulina, married to Caligula, 17. Divorced by him, ibid. 

Her great beauty, ibid. & (L). Propofed to Claudius, 105, (Q). 

Put to death by jlgrippina, 108, (P). 
Loll 1 us Ur focus's fuccefs and works in Britain, 571. 
London abandoned to the mercilefs Britons, 1 66 . 
Longinus over-reached by Decebalus, 486. Poifons himfelf, 487. 
U( . . the tribune, murdered for his attachment to Galba, 269. 
Lorium, the palace of, built by Antoninus, 568. 

Lucan, the poet, confpires againft Nero, 189. Informs againft his 
own mother, 193. And fome others, ibid. His intrepid death 
and laft words, 199, & (N). Writings, 239, not. 

Lucian's {hameful exaggeration of a Roman victory, 594. His cha- 
racter and writings, 616, not. Over-reached by Alexander the 
impoftor, 617, not. 

Let cilia born to M.Aurelius, 571. Married to L Vcrus, 580,585. 
Suf petted of poifoning him, 591 . Marries Claud. Pompeianus, 592. 

Lucius 9 the brother of Vitellius, detained by Otbo, 287. Sumptuous 
banquet to his brother, 313. Sent againft V <fpafian, 332. Suc- 
cefs againft his marines, 337. Surrenders himfelf and is put to 
death, 341, 342. His character, 342. 
■ — £>yiefus'$ extracl and bravery under Trajan, 497. Made 
governor of Palefiine, ibid. 6c 505- Defeats die Jv<ws, 505. 
Depofcd by Adrian, 524. Put to death, czb, 

Lucullns, Salluft. put to death by Domitian for calling lances after 
his own name, 413. 

Lucus burnt by Salens, 279. 

Lupus, Jul. fent to kill Cafonia, 66. Put to death by Claudius, 

79, &(T). 
fun. baniflied by Afgrippina, 1 1 2. 

Lycia, vifned by Adrian, 529. 

Lvcians diffranchifed by Claudius, 87, (A). Bv Vefpafian, 369. 
Lyons, when burnt, 207, (R). Declares for litcllius, 279. 



M. 

ACAON's ftrange prophecy and death, 12, 

Maeer'i extorciqns and revolt in Africa, 259. His ueatn, 
2 bo. A 
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I— Mat. fuccefs againft Vitellius, 291. Defeated and degraded, 
294* 29?- 

Clod, faithfulnefs to Vitellius, 318. 

Macrian legion, by whom raifed, 259. 

Macro ungratefully murdered with his family by Caligula, 14. 
Majefty, the law of, renewed by Caligula, 36. Aboliflied by Vitus, 

384. Repealed by Nerva, 467, 479. By Adrian , 526. 
Malajfcs's interview with Adrian, 530. 

Manfuetus unfortunately killed by his own fon, 325. A fcene of 

horror thence enfuing, 326. 
Mantinea, the infamous temple and oracle of, 533. 

Marc. St. bifhop of Jerufalem, 538. 

Marcellus 9 Eprius, ftiamefully acquitted by Nero, 144. Condemned 
for treafon, 376. Kills himfelf, 377. 

thefalfe accufer of Tbrafea, 210. 

Cornel, put to death by Galba, 249- 

Marci ana's good char after, 478. 

Marcomanni invaded by Domitian, 420. Put him to a fhameful 
flight, ibid- Subdued by Trajan, 500. War with M. Aureli us, 
587. Enter Italy, 59U Miraculoufly defeated, 597. Their 
treachery punifhed, 600. 

Mar hies, a legion of, formed by Nero, 253. Maflacred by Galba 
for mutiny, ibid. Join with Otbo againft him, 269. Punifhed 
by VefpafianXQ walk without fhoes, 363. 

Marias Mm. his hiftory loft, 496. 

Marcialis, Cornel, repulfed by Vitellius* 335. Taken prifoner and 
killed, 336. 

M. Valen the famed epigrammatift, an account of him, 

451, fub not. 

Maja, Bebius, one of Domitian 's informers, 413. Condemned 
for extortion, 429. 

Mat emus, a famed philofopher, put to death by Domitian, for de- 
claiming againft tyranny, 413. 

Maturus, Mar i us, his fidelity to Vitellius, 330. 
Mauricus\ free fpeech to Ner*va, 469. 

Mauritania, fubdued by Geta, 82. Declares for Vitellius, 305. 
Mauri tanians defeated by the Romans, 82. 

Maximus, L. defeats L. Antanius, +zz. Burns his papers to fave 

his friends, 423. 
Mebarfapes\ treachery to Trajan, 495. 

Media fubdued by CaJJius, 585. 
Melitene becomes an opulent city, 495. 

— the legion of, why called Thundering, 598* 

Mella, Ann. Jul. put to death by Nero, 208. 

Me/ene ifland taken by Adrian, 50 x. 

Me/omedes ftripped of his penfion by Antoninus ; 568. 

Mefopotatnia, fubdued by Trajan, 496. Put under tribute, 

500. 

Meffala, Valer, generou fly raifed by Nero, 144. 

. Vipfanus commands thefevemh legion, 32a. 

Mejfa!ina 9 
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MeJJaliHa married to Claudius, 71. Her great fway with him, 4b. 
& 8 1 . Procures the bantfhment of Seneca, 8 1 . Cruelty and in- 
continence, 84. Murder;, &c. 93, & req. Marriage to Silius, 
100. Her accufation and great diftrefc, 101, & feq. Death, 
104. 

" Stat Hi a married to Nero, 204. 

Meffalinus, Catwi. one of Dtmttian's. informers, 4)13. His deathjibid. 

Melius Car us , one of Domit tan's, informers, 4^3. 

CaJpusH fon, put .to death, 607. 

Milan declares for Vitellius, 280. 

Miletus, the temple at, begun in honour of. Caligula, so. 
Milichus difcovers a confpiracy againft ^ro, 192. His reward, 
200. 

Minerva's target, a largedifli, fo fry led .by Vitellius, .213. 
Minuet anus sin. confpires againft Caligula , 60. Againft Claudius, 

8$. Judged worthy of the empire, ibid. iKillshimf elf, ibid. 
Mitbridates, king of Armenia, baniihed by Caligula, 53. 
king of Meria, reftore&by Claudius, 81. Put to death by 

Galba, z$z. 

Mnefer, a -comedian, dehancherl by Meffaiina, ia3, & (N). Put 
to death, ibid. 

* 'Agripphta^s frecdman llabsihimfclf at. her funeral, 157. 

Moderatus, one. of Faufiina?* ^gallants, promoted, < 610- 
Modicratus the philofopher, his works, 379, *aot. 
Macfians declare for Vitellius, 3 17. 

Man t anus , Traulus ', one of,Me£alina*s gallants, put to death, T03. 
- Julius almoft kills iwa in one of his revels, 142. !Dii- 
covercd, forced tot kill ihimfelf, ibid. 
— — Alpinus fent. into Germany with the news of ViteUim\ 

•death, -329. 
Moon's temple at Rome burnt, 183. 

Moors repuUed and ^defeated by the -Romans, 572. Driven out of 

Spain, 594. 
Mopfuefiia preferved hy Antoninus, 570. 
More major urn, the punifhment, what, 234. 

Mucianus fent governor of Syria, 216. Declares for Gt/jo, 2*3, 
314. Confederates .with • Veffaftan, ibid. & Teq Marches a* 
gainit Vitellius 9 [316. Untimely jealoufy of 'Primus, 338, (A). 
Entry into Rome, 348. Motly character, ibid. Arbitrary fway, 
349. Cruelty, ibid. .Treachery to "Primus, 359. Puts to 
death the fon of Vitellius, 3 60. Pleads . in» favour • of informers, 
ibid. Aflumcs greater authority than he ottght, 361. 

A RomalcJsa, >t\ie canal of, by -Whom made, 499. 
Mucfomw burnt, 573. Reftored'by Antoninus, ibid. 
unenfis Gaul forced to declare for Vitellius, 2 S3. 
NarciJ/us, fecretary and favourite of Claudius, 71, &feq« A tool 

of MeJ/alina, 84. Affronted oy the Gaulijb army, 88, & fcq 

Betrays 
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Betrays Meffaiina, 100, Sc feq. Haftens her execution and puts 
her to death, 104. Imprifoned by Agrippina, 128. Kills 
himfelf, 1 29 . 
Nora's freedman executed, Z55. 

Narifci revolt from the Romans, 587. Make peace with them, 
588. 

Nafamonians revolt againfl Domitian, 41c. Cut oiF by Flaccus, 
ibid Whether totally or no, 416. 

Nat a lis Avt;tz. confefTes the confpiracy againft Nero, 192. Par- 
doned by him, 200. 

Neapolis, $bechem x whence Co called, 378. 

Nepos, Liciniufs decrses about fees, 485. 

Na-atius Prifcus, a great lawyer, in favour with Trajan, 508. 

Nero, the emperor, bofn, xi. Advanced to the toga, &c. nr." 
Marries Odta<via y 122. His firft orations, ibid. Proclaimed 
emperor, 128. His funeral oration on Claudius penned by Se- 
neca, 130. Firft fpeech to the fenate, 131. New regulations, 
ibid. 8c feq. Modefty and moderation, 133. Slights the au- 
thority of his mother, ibid. Intrigues with A3c 9 134. Calls 
off his mother's government, 13^. Polio ns Britannicus, 138, 
His hypocrify, ibid. His affected clemency, 141. Gives a 
loofe to debauchery, 142. Generofity, good-nature, &c. 143, 
Sc feq. Falls in love with Poppeea, 145. Delign to fupprefs 
all taxes, 147. Triumphs over the Armenians, 150. Con- 
trives his mother's death, 152. FaHhood and fhew of filial 
piety, 153, & feq Perpetrates it, 157. .Letter to the fenate 
upon it, 158. Grand entry into Rome, 159. Inward rem orfe, 
161. Gives himfelf up to mafic, plays, &c. ibid. Treacherous 
anfwer to Seneca, 173. Murders Sylla and Plautus, ibid. & 
feq. Baniihes and murders Otfavia, 176. Marries Poppara, 

l 75- J°y anc * g r ^ on tne birth and death of his daughter, 
177. Exhibits profufe mows, ibid. Turns ftage-finger, 178. 
Drops his Grecian and Egyptian expedition, 179. Commits the 
moil unnatural obfeenities, 180. Behaviour at the burning of 
Rome, 181, & feq. His golden palace built and defcribed, 184, 
& (N). Drops his projected canal, 185. Horrid plunders and 
extortions, 187, & feq. Threatened by feveral prodigies, 188, 
& CP). Confpired againft, 189, & feq. Condemns the con- 
fpirators, 193. Cruelty to their families, 200. Refumes his 
harp, 202. Kills Poppafa, 204. Puts many worthy perfona to 
death, 210, & feq. Crowns Tiridatet, 213. Mad expedition 
to the Olympic games, 214. Wins or buys eighteen hundred 
prizes, 215. Infatuated by the Delpbic oracle, ibid. Strips 
Apollo's temple, 216. His vain attempt on the Corinthian 
ifthmus, 217. Rapines and cruelties, ibid. Sc feq Puts Cor- 
bulo to death, 218. Fetched back to Rome by Hilius, 220. 
Shipwrecked, ibid. Pompous entry into NapUs, Rome, &c. 
defcribed, ibid, 3c feq. Refumes his mufic, plays, &c. 221. 
Method of prefer ving his voice, ibid. A new confpiracy,. 222. 
Hia*lhameful unconcern at ir, 226. Mad refentment againft 
Vindex, ibid. Againft Ga/ta, 227. Drops his defperate de~ 

Vol. XIV. 4 N figns, 
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figns, 22S. Affumes the fafces, ibid. His bloody defign, 
ibid. Incenfes the people, 231. His defperate condition, 
232. Abandoned by his guard, ibid. Retires from Rome, 233. 
His diilrefs and defpair, ibid. & feq. Condemned by the fe- 
nate, 234. Cowardice and bafenefs, ibid. Death, 235. What 
day he died on, 236. His funeral, character, &c. ibid. Se- 
veral pfcudo-Neros after him, 237. Strange opinions concern- 
ing him, ibid. Writers that flourimed under him, 238, (T), 
His obfequies performed by Vitellius, 314. 

Nero, an impoftor in AJia, betrayed by the Partbians, 423. 

Nerva Cocceius, chofen conful, 57, (Y). Amply rewarded by 

Nero, 201. 

the emperor's life faved by an aftrologer, 412. Chofen 

conful, 424. Baniftied to Tarentum, 435. Stirred up to re- 
volt by Apollo nius Tyan. 435, 458. The beginning of his 
reign, 464. Origin, ibid. & feq. Excellent character, 465. 
Fearful of Domitian, 466. Happy reign, 467. Generofi. 
ty, 468. Lenity, 469. Adopts Trajan, 471. His death, 
472. 

New -yearns gift at Rome by whom introduced, 51. 

Nicea, Fla<via, her monument to Pierius, 393. 

Nice a rebuilt by Adrian', 529. Fined for abuling Hipparcbus> 
585. 

Nicomedia repaired by Adrian, 529. 
Nicopolis, the colony of, by whom founded, 378. 
■ in Dacia, by whom built, 490. 

Nigrinus Domit. put to death, 526. 
Ninor, Nineveh, taken by Trajan, 499. 
Niftbis taken by Trajan, 496. 

Nifmes, by whom built, 528. The antiquities there, ibid* The 

birth-place of Antoninus Pius, 553. 
Nonius Rcc. repulfed by the German revolters, 276. His death, 

278. 

Nowara, &c. declares for Vitellius, 280. 

No<vius put to death for treafon, 99. 

Numenes's writings and character, 618, fub not. 

Nymphidius Sabinus raifed by Nero, 20 1 . His treachery to him, 
232. Affumes the fovereign power againft Galba, 250. At- 
tempts on the praetorian guards, ibid. Slain by the foldicrs, 
252. 

o. 

OBELISK brought from Egypt by Caligula, 48, (\J). 
Otflavia daughter of Claudius born, 7 1 . Married to Dotnitius 9 
108. To Nero, 122. Accufed of adultery fallley, 175. Divorced 
and banilhed, 1 76. Murdered, ibid. Her character, 1 74, (H). 
Gtlavianus"* character of Claudius, 68, (I), & feq. His laws in-, 
forced by Claudius, 82. 

Qtlobcr, the month of, why called Domitian, 4x6, 417. 

Olo a ritus $ 
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Oloaritus, one of Agrippina*s aflaflins, 1 57. 

Olympius, Jupiter, his ftatue fent for by Caligula, 18, (M). The 

temple of, at Jit bens, finiftied, 541. 
Omulus's furly anfwer to Antoninus y 564. 
Onomaftus confpires in favour of Otbo,z66. 

Or devices in Britain, who, 1 1 4, 1 15, 373. Bravery againft the 
Romans, 115. Cut a Roman ftation in pieces, 373. 

Orfitus confpires againft Domitian, 435. His banifhment and 
death, ibid. Governor of Rome under Antoninus, 567. 

■ one of Faujlinas gallants, promoted, 6io» 

Origen whether acquainted with Cornutus y s writings, 219, not. His 
writings againft Celfus, 616, not. 

Orifiilla, Li*via 9 ravifhed from Pi/o, ij. 

Orkney iflands difcovered and conquered by Jgrieola, 409. 

Ofcus intruftedwith Otbo^s fleet, 287. 

Ofrhoene where fituate, 50Z. Subdued by Trajan, ibid. 

Ofrhoes's total defeat of the Romans, 583. Defeat and narrow ef- 

cape, 584. 
Oftia, the haven of, where, 83, (X). 
the tower of, ibid. 

Ofiorius Scapula? % fuccefs againft the Britons* 113, (U)' Triumph 
over them, 117- His evidence for the praetor Antijlius, 171. 
Betrayed by Sofianus, 207. His death, 208. 
Otbo father of the emperor, becomes a favourite to Claudius, 86, 87. 
To Nero, 133. His character, 134. Debauches him, 141. Marries 
Foppcea, 146. (Cj. Upright government in Lufetania, 146. Declares 
for, and affifts Galba, 226. Accompanies him to Rome, 248. Isfet 
afide from the fucceflion, 262. Induced to confpire againft him, 
266, & feq. Saluted emperor by the camp, 268, 270. The 
zeal of the foldiery for him, 270. His orders to the revolters, 
ibid. Saves Celfus, 273. Acknowledged by the fenate, 274, 
Confpired againft by Fitellius, 275. His diflimulation and policy 
towards him, 281. Strives to gain the people's afFeclions, ibid. 
Pardons Celfus Mar i us, ibid. Mefiages to and from him, 282. 
Drops the hated name of Nent, 284. Quells with 4'fiiculty the 
mutinous foldiers, 285. Marches againft Valens, 287. Takes 
many noblemen with him, ibid. His fuccefs in Gallia Narboncnf 
289. Advances againft Ceecina, 291. Removes Paulimts and 
Celfus, 292. Refolves to engage Cac ina, 293. Whilft he fe- 
cures himfelf at Brixellum, 294. " Sends his rnfh orders to en- 
age, 295. Totally defeated, 297. Prevented by his folders 
rom killing himfelf, 298, 299. His fpeech to them before his 
death, 299. Calm and obliging behaviour all that while, 300. 
Confolatory letters to his friends, ibid. Stabs himfelf, ibid. His 
hafty funeral, 301. Charafler, 302. 
Ozidius^s faithful nefs to Cfvfo)uus y 200, (O). 
Qzogardenc, ¥rajan\ tribunal at, 500. 
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P. 

PACAR1US, Decimus, put to death, 289. 
Pacorus, king of Media, invaded by the Alani, 368. 
h king of the Parthians, joins with the Dacians, 582. 
Pectus, Card net, his cowardly death, 66. 

Tbrafea » his generofity to Antifius, 171. Falfely accufed, 
z 1 o Condemned, 2 1 1. Great conftancy in death, 212. 
— banifhed, 141 . 

Carjennius, treachery to Antiochus, 369. 
Pallantium, why made a free city, 569. 

Pallas, a great favourite of Claudius, 72, & feq. Perfuades him te 
marry Agrippina, 105, (O). Honoured by the flavifli fenate for 
his two laws, 1 ig. Acquitted of treafon, 141. His death, 176. 

Pamphila\ hiilory in 336 books, 239, not. 

Pan>ph)lia vifited by Adrian, 539 

Pancllenion, the temple of, at Athens, 541. 

Pannonian legions declare for Vefpajian, 317. 

Pantheon deftroyed by lightning, 497. Rebuilt by Adrian, 549. 

papinius, the tribune, plots againft Caligula, 59. 

Parthamafiris recommended to Trajan, 492. Letter "to Trajan, 

493. Submitfion and fpeech to him, 494. Depofition and dear!, 
ibid. 

P arthamafpbates made king of Parthia, 505. Driven out of it, 
507. 

Partbenius confpires againft Domitian, 440. Helps tp murder him, 
442 . Killed by the mutineers, 47 1 . 

f after cruelly ufedby Caligula, 13. 
Paternus defeats the Germans, 613. 
Patrobius put to death by Galba, z 5 5. 

Paulina, Seneca's wife, refolves to die with him, 196. Repents 
her bargain, 197. 

/Jdrian^ filter, her death and obfeure funeral, 534. 

Paul-inui Suetoiiiufs fuccefs in Mauritania, 82. In Britain and 

ifle of Avglcfey, \6z, 6c feq. Signal victory there, 168, Under- 
mined by ClaJJlcanus, 169. Recalled, ibid. Defeats Cttcina, 
29t, 292. Blamed for his conduct, 292. Degraded, ibid. Juft 
advice to Otho, 293, 295. Defeat and flight, 297. Mean and 
unworthy defence before Fitclfius, 306. His character, writings, 
&c. 378, (D). 

' ■ Pompeiuss works in Germany, 147. 

Paulus of Tyre favoured by Adrian, 559, fub not; 

Faufanias' , s hiftory criticifed, 62 1, fub not* 

the fophiit, an account of, ibid. 
Peace, the famed temple of, at Rome, begun to be built, 367. 
Pcdanius Secundus murdered by a flave, 170. 
felago fent to murder Plautus, 174. 

Peponillavxd. Empona, 375. 

P.erfims high regard for his mafter Annaus, £19, fS). Writings, 
character, and death, 239, (T). 

Pertinajfi 
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Pertinax's fuccefs in Pannonia, 593. Promoted by M. Aurelius, 

ibid. Succefs in Illy ri cum, 6 1 o. 
Petinus put to death by Galba, 255. 
Petrte, two Raman knights, put to death, 961 (K). 
Petronius P. fucceeds Vitellius'vci Syria, 42. 

Cuius, his lewd character, 208. Prudent government, 
209. His calm and uncommon manner of dying, ibid. 

Turpilianus, put to death by Galba, z$z. 

— Secundus encourages Ner<va to the purple, 466. Killed by 

the mutineers, 471. 

Pbaon\ fidelity to Nero, 233. 

Pbarajmenes ravages Armenia, 539. Comes to Rome » 542. Kind 

reception from Adrian, ibid. Great refpeft for Antoninus, 

569. 

P bafis, river, Arrian's obfervations on it, 540. 

Phidemiotis fidelity to ^Trajan, 507. 

Philo the Je<w*$ account of the Alexandrian perfecution, 20. Sup- 
pofed to be fomewhat exaggerated, 25. His character, 26. 
Succefslefs embaffy to Caligula, ibid. Sc feq. 

Pbilofophers expelled Rome, 365, 370, 435. 

Pbilojlratus's fabulous account of Jtpollonius c fyaneus, 455, Sc feq. 

Of Babylon, 455. And of the Parthian kingdom, 456. Ex- 
ploded, 462. 

Phltgon's account of two ftrange births, 510. An account of his 
works, 553, fub not. Story of an apparition, 554, not. 

Phasbus\ brutiflmefs to Vefpajian, how requited, 365. 
Pbona/cus, a new employ given by Nero, zzz. 
Pbrygia adorned by Adrian f 529. 
Phrynicus > % writings, &c. 619, not. 

Phyllis'** piety to the Flavian family, 448. 
Pia and Pi alia, the games of, 570, 571. 

Pifo, Caius, head of the confpiracy againfi: Nero, 1 89. His cha- 
racter, ibid. Puts himfelf to death, 194. 

» Licinianus adopted by Galba, 262. His character, ibid. 

His behaviour on that occafion, 264, & feq. Speech to the 
cohorts in favour of the emperor, 268. Murdered by Otbo, 
272. Buried by his wife, 274. 

Pitholaus left in care of young Com modus, 592. 

Placentia, the garifon of, tumultuous faHy againft the Vitellians 9 
290. Befieged by Careina, ibid. Drive him off, ibid. The 
large amphitheatre of, burnt, 291. 

Placidus Jul. the difcoverer of Vitellius, 340. 

Plague, a grievous one, brought into Italy, 587. 

Plautilla, Nervals mother, her defcent, 465. 

Plautiut fent into Britain, 89. His fuccefs there, ibid Sc feq; Ob- 
tains an ovation, for it, 98. 

Plautui Rubellius his high defcent and merit, 161. Gives umbrage 
to Nero, and is fent into Afta, ibid, Aflaffinatcd there, 174, 

* IG). 
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Players driven out of Italy, 142. Recalled, 161. Forbid by 

Trajan, 479. Recalled, 484. 
P leaders 7 lawyers, their extortions complained of to the fenate, 96 . 

Truncaced, 97. Deprived of their fees, 485. 

Pliny the elder, deftroyed by mount Ve/wvius, 385. His judgment 

of Domitiatfs poems, 394. 

Junior, his character of Virginias, 230. Pleads for the 

Bithyniam againft .5. MaJJTa, 429. His intrepidity when accufed 

by him, 430. Pleads in favour of Helvidius, 432. His gene - 

rojity to Artcmidorus, 434. Sufpetted by Domi/ian, ibid. His 

panegyric on Trajan, 481. Speech againft lawyer's fees, 485. 

Sent governor into Pontus, ibid. His writings and character, 515, 

fub not. Character of Suetonius, 560, not- 
Plotina, Trajan s wife, her excellent character, 478. Raifes 

Adrian to the empire, 508. Obfequies of her hufband, 507. 

Death and funeral honours, 529, 530. 
Plotius Primus promoted by the foldiery, 273. 
Plutarch contemporary with Faworinus, 555, fub not. Account of 

him and his works, 557, fub not. 

Poenius Pojlbumius kills himfelf, 168. 
Pa lemon made king of Pont us, 1 2. 

Remmius, a matter of rhetoric under Nero, 239, not. 
an arrogant fophift under Adrian* 558, fub not. Buries 
himfelf alive, ibid. His ill manners to Antoninus* how requitted, 
564. 

Pollio, Annius, impeached by Senecio, 193. 

Aftnius, murdered by the Moors, 305. 
F. Ann. Ver. raifed by Vefpafian, 389. 
Pollutions con ftancy and death, 205, 206. 
Polyhius's great fway with Claudius, 7 1 . 

polycletus's defpicable expedition into Britain, 169. Put to death 

by Gdlba, 255. 
Poly <r nut's writings, &c. 621, fub not. 

Pompeianus Claud, vid. Claudius, 592. 

Pompeii, the city of, overturned by an earthquake, 176, 177. 
Pompeius, Cn. Mag. put to death by Meffalina, 93. 

Propinq. put to death, 277. 

P empty's tomb repaired by Adrian, 531. 

Pomponia Gracina turns chriftian, 1 43 . Tried by her hufband and 
acquitted, ibid. 

Pomponius Seeundus chofen confal, 58. AfTembles the fenate, 74. 

Refpefted by Claudius, 78. Succefs and triumph againft the 

Calti, in. His poems, ibid. 
Pompofianus, Met. baniftied into Corfica, 412. Put to death by 

Domitian, ibid. 
Pont tens, Valer. a cheating lawyer banifhed, 1 70. 

Pontijfof Alexandria, who, 532. 

Pontine mar flics, Trajan's caulway over, 49 1 . 

Popprra Sabiva put to death by Meffalina, 96. 

_ h er daughter, marries Crijpinus, afterwards Otbo, 145. 

Captivates Nero, ibid. Her lewdjehara&er, ibid. Supplants Jgrip- 
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fine, 1 5 1 . Married to Nero, 174,175. Treachery to O&awia* 
175. Honours decreed* her on the birth of a daughter, 177. Her 
death and pompous funeral, 204. Herftatues, Sec. fet up afrelh 

by Otbo, 283. 

Pojjides's great fway with Claudius, 72, (O). 

Prtnefte, the oracle of, ominous to Domitian, 439. 

Prafutag us leaves Nero joint -heir wirh his daughters, 163, High- 
ly injured by the. Romans, ibid. Cauies a revolt, 164. 

Prim . Ant . vid . sbitonius ,317. 

Prifciantir, accufed of treafon, 569. Kills himfelf, ibid. 
Prifcus, TarquiL accufes St at Hi us Taurus, 123. Expelled the fe- 
na;e-houfe, ibid. 

- Julius's great fway with Vitellius, 312. Sent to guard 

the Apennine panes , 331. 

Mstrius condemned for extortion, 480. 
Statius's fuccefs in Syria, 583, & feq. 
Probus, B&bius, baniftied for extortion, 480,481. 
Proculus confpires againft Galba, 266. Raifed by Otbo, 273s His 
unexperience in war, 287. Succeeds Celjus, 292. Ralh advice to 
Otbo, 293. Defeat and ihameful flight, 297. Mean defence to 
Vitellius, 306. 

- — the aftrologer, foretells the day of Domitiaifs death, 440. 

Rewarded by Ner<va, ibid. 
the grammarian, his writings and character, 622, fub not. 

PropeJius accufed to Caligula, 59. Acquitted, ibid. 
Proflitutes encouraged by Caligula, 40. 
Protogenes, a tool of Caligula's cruelty, 5 5 . 
Provinces, how far regulated by Adrian, 551. 
Ptolemeus Chennus's writings and character, 558, fub not. 

the aftrologer, his writings, &c. 576, fub not. 

Ptolemy, king of Mauritania, moft treacheroufly maflacred by Ca~ 
ligu/a, 53. His defcent, ibid. (Z). 

a friend of Otbo, ftirshim up againft Galba, 266. 

Publicans fupprefied by Nero, 147. 
Publicola chofen conful, 51- 

Pudenty at thirteen years of age, wins the prize of poetry, 491 . 
Puteoli damaged by an earthquake, 385. The monftrous bridge 
of, 37. The games of, inftituted, 570. 

Py lades, an excellent gladiator, 484. 
Pythagoras, Afro's catamite and hufband, 180. 
Pytbia\ admirable conftancy on the rack, 1 75, (I). 

QUADI invaded by Domitian, 420. Put him to a fhamcful 
flight, ibid. Submit to Antoninus 9 569. Revolt againft M. 
Aun 'luts, 587. Defeated, 588. Driven out of Pannonia, 
593. Over-reach the Romans, 596. Dcftroyed by a miracu- 
lous fire, 597, & feq. Sue for peace, 600. Break it, ibid. De- 
feated and punifhed, ibid. 
Quadrat us's apology for the Chrtftians, 552. 
^uinSiilia, anaftrefs, her fingular bravery, 59. 

PuiMfiilianu f 
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<%uinBilianus confpires againft Nero. 189. Promifed his pardon, 
ibid Informs againft his accomplices, 193. 

Sfuinquatrus, thefeitival of, I 52. 

Quintilii, the two brothers, their confulfhip and high character, 572. 
Sguirinalis, Clodius, convicted of cruelty, 143. Kills himfelf, ibid. 

R. 

RAP AX, the legion, their furious defeat of the adjutrix, 297. 
Defeated by Primus , 324. 
Rebilus, Caninius, tired of old age kills himfelf, 143. 
Regulus, Rofcius, his one day's confulfhip, 329. 

Marcus, theaccuferof Jun.Rullicus 9 433. 

Remora, a (hell.fi fh, flops Caligula s galley, 56, (A). 
Re/magas^s interview with Adrian, 530. 

Rheims, the ftates of, convoke thofe of Gaul to them, 355. Re- 

folve upon peace, 356. 
Rhemetalces reitared by Caligula, 1 2. 
Rhetoric encouraged by Vejpafian, 367. 

Rhodes made a Roman province, 369. The coloffus of, its firfl fhake, 
531. The city of, overturned by an earthquake, 573. Reilor- 

ed by Antoninus, ibid. 

Rhodians diffranchifed by Claudius, 9 1 . Reftored by Nerd's in- 
tereft, 122. 

Roman legions mutiny and outrages in Gaul, 353. Swear allegiance 
to the GWr, 354. Their dreadful end, 355. 

Roman empire difmembered after Trajan's death, 507. Afflicted 
with other dreadful calamities, 510. By whom divided into pro- 
vinces, 551. 

Roman fortune, the temple of, built, 530. Deftroyed, ibid. 
Romans degenetate under Nero, x6o. 
Romanus poifoned by Nero, 176. 

Rome, under a great famine, 37. For want of horfes to grind, 48. 
A frefh one under Claudius, 83. The city enlarged by him, 109. 
Degenerates under Nero, 160, 177. Burnt, 181. Whether by 
his order, 182. Rebuilt in a new form, 185. Under a grievous 
plague, 206, And famine, 231. Affronting behaviour to Nero, 
ibid. & feq. Greafjoy athisdeath, 235. Suffers by an earth- 
quake at Galda's entering it, 253. In a panic at Viteliius t % ap- 
proach, 281. From a miitaken fedition, 284, & feq. By prodigies, 
famine, &c. 286, & feq. Its dreadful cafe after Vitellius's death, 
342. Beautified by Vefpajian,ifi±* Anew cenfus, 370. Burnt, 387. 
Repaired by Titus, ibid. Under a grievous pellilcnce, ibid Its dif- 
mal condition under Domitian, 430, & feq. Suffers by water, fire, 
and famine, 573. Governed by two emperors, 581. Laid under 

water, 582. Under great calamities, 587. 
Rttaldus y s cenfure of Suetonius, 561. fub not. 
Rufinus, Cadi, a fen a tor, degraded for dancing, 396. 
Ritfus Ttnn. his fuccefs againlt the Jtw, 535- Razes Jerufa!em t 

ibid. 

■ ■ Fcnniuh 
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Tenius, made Nero's praetorian captain, 172! Prevent* 
Nero's death, ig^. Dies meanly, 199. 

Mufonius, a ftoic knight, infulted by the Vefpafians, 3315, (B). 

Petilius chofen conful, 397. 
Rujlicus Junius put to death by Do mi t ian, 41 3, 43 1 . 

Arulenus, infulted by xhti Vefpafians, 338. 

Junius, in great efteem with M. Aurelius^ 57 S. 

S. 

SAB IN A, Julia, Titus's daughter, 39 1 . 
married to Adrian, 481, 519. Ill-ufed by hini, 52?; 

Her character, ibid. J)eath, 545. 
Sabinus Cornel, plots againft Caligula, 60. Affifts in putting him 
to death, 65. Pardoned by Claudius, 79. Scorning to out-live 
Cbarea kills himfelf, ibid. 

Obulsronius, put to death by Galba 9 249. 
Flavins fucceeds Maccr in the government of Rome, 294. 
His cowardly indolence there, 333. Whether thro* envy, 334, 
(V). Takes arms but is defeated, 334., &feq. Befieged in the 
capitol, 33^ Taken prifoncr, 336. Murdered, 337. Hi» 
character, ibid. 

Publius's great fway with Vitellius, 313. Put in irons by 
him, 329. 

Julius heads the revolted Gauls, 354. Proclaims himfelf 
Ccefar, 355. His defeat^and efcape, ibid. Nine years conceal- 
ment and adventures, 375, Sc feq. Difcovery and barbardui 
execution by Vefpaftan, 376, 

'Flavins chofen Domi Han's collegue, 396. Put to death 
by him, 397. His character, ibid. Pretended crime, ibid. 
Fla*viu* t - put to death, 436. 

Sacrifices, fee victims. 

Salabes overthrown by Get a, 82. 

Salamis burnt by the Jeuvs^ 504. 

Sallujlius Secundus, the fiippoled fucceiTor of Agricold, in Britain^ 
41 1. 

Satoius Coccianus put to death by 1$ omit ian, qi^* 
Salus a temple to decreed by the fenate, 202, 
Samos dis franchifed by V tfpafiani 369. 

Sanguinius Max . conluHh i p, 34, (N). 

Saracens, whether fubdued by 'Trajan, 502. ' 

Sarmatia fubmits to Trajan, 495. 

Sarmatians quelled by Demit ian, 430. Defeated by Adrian, 539% 

War againft M. Aurelius, 587. Defeated, 588. 
Saturninus feizes on the forum and capitol, 74. Speech to the fc-* 

nate, ibid. &feq. 

Pompeius hia writings* and character, 516, fab not. 

Sauromatcs's embafTy to Trajan, 486. 

L j-va Manor, the dramatic poet, an account of, 454, fob not. 
Von. XIV. 4 O Scaur uf> 
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Scaur us, a grammarian, under Adrian, 562, in fin. not. 
Scenjinus, Flanjius, the confpirator, vid. fub Fiavius, 189. 
Scot j invaded byAgricola ,386. The reft vid. fub Caledonia, 
Scribonia, the wife of Crajfus, put to death, 93. 
Scribonius Proculus murdered by the fenate, 56, 
Secular games under Antoninus, 572. 
Secundus Carinas, a tool of Afro's rapines, 1 88. 

Julius, his works, 3 79, fub not. 

Sedocbus's treachery to Anicetus 341 

Seleucia fubdued by Trajan, 499. Demoliflied by Cafius, 585, 
& feq. 

Sempronius Denfus, a valiant and faithful friend to Galba, 271. 
His death, 272. 

Senate, Roman, their grofs flattery to Caligula, 2o, 37, 49- Cruelly 
requited by him, 55, & feq. Make a pufh for liberty, 58, &feq. 
Outwitted by Igrippa, j6, Sc (R). Proclaim Claudius em- 
peror, 78, & (S). Slavimnefs to Pallas, 119. To Nero, 160, 
174, 176. To Nympbidius, 250. To Otho, zyz. Partiality 
to their own body, 469. Honours to Trajan, 500, 503. In- 
fluenced in favour of Adrian, 548. Honours to Antoninus, 566. 

Flattery to M. Aurelius, 611. 
Senators carried away by-0**<r, 287. -ft l- treated by. the foldiers, 
.303. Increafed to a thoufand by Vefpajtan, 363. Honoured 
by Antoninus, 568. 

Seneca'' s unworthy adoration of Drufilla, 16. Narrow efcape, 42. 
Character of Caligula, 65. Banifhed by Claudius, 81. Re- 
called by Agrippina, 107. 108. His «njuft character of Claudius, 
127. Made one of Nero's governors, 1 29. Reftrains -Agrip- 
pina's fury, 130. Blamed for his too great complaifance to him, 
134, 139- Charged with divers fhameful crimes, 144. His 
advice about Agrippina** murder, ic6. Extortions on the Brl* 
tons, 165. Whether ever chofen conful, 171. Accufed to Nero, 
172. Retires, 173. Clofe confinement and abftinence, 188. 
Accufed by Natalis, 193, 195. His death and character, 197, 
& feq- Whether in the confpiracy againfl Nero, ibid. An account 
of his works, 240, not. Life and blemifties, ibid. &feq. Date 
of his works, 241, & feq. Forged letters to and from St. Paul, 
243, fub not. 

Senecio, a lewd favourite of Nero, 133, 1 34. * 
• — Tuilus confpires againft Nero, 190. Turns informer, 193, 

_ p U t to death by Domitian, 431. His crime, 432. 

Sojius, chofen conful, 477. 

Sentius"** bravery in Partbia % 495. 

September, the month of, why called Germanicu$ % 416 
quani y their faithfulnefs to the Romans, 355. 

Stras, an informing philofophcr, executed, 467. Found innocent, 
. 4^9- 

Ser*vianuj*3 confulfhip and character, 493. Sent into Pannonta, 

ibid. Put to death by Adrian, ibid. 
— his ill offices to Adrian, 519. Put to death, 544. Dread- 

>vi/h on him, ibid. 

Strti/iit, 
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Servilia, the daughter of 7brafea, tried, 211. Noble defence 

to the fenate, ibid. Death, 213. 
Severinus totally defeated by the Partbians, 583. 
Sever us, one of Nero's architects, 1 84. 
. - - ■ Catilius, made governor of Syria, 5 24. 
« Julius, fent again ft the Jews, 535. Ends the war with 

them, ibid. & feq. Equity to the Bitbynians, 544. 

■ grandfon of Aurelius born, 580. 
Sextia's conitancy and death, 205. 

Sextilia honoured with the title of Aug ufi a, 312. 
Sextus, the Stoic, an account of, 618, fub not. 

the Pyrrhonian, 6 1 8, not. 

Sicily vilited by Adrian, 529. 

Sido, king of Suevia, declares for Vefpajian, 320. 

Siletna divorced by Silius, 99. Accufes Agrippina, 139, & feq. 

Her character, 139. Banifhmen t, 1 40. 
Si/anus, Appius, betrayed to death by Mejalina, 84. 
. Lucius betrothed to Q<3a<uia, 106. Betrayed by Vitellius, 

ibid. Kills himfelf, 107. 

■ Junius put to death by Agrippina, 129. 
— '■Tarquatus put to death by JNero 9 so 4. 

Sili us, Caius's, fpeech againft the pleaders, 96, (L). Becomes 
Mejfalina* ftallion, 99. Marries her, 100. Put to death, 103. 

■ '- M — ltalicus cho fenconful, 222. 

* the poet, an account of, vid. ltalicus, 453, fub not. 

Sillanus, M. put to death by Caligula, 1 5. 

Silvanus, Gran, one of Nero's confpirators, 190. Kills himfelf 
200. 

Si lures in Britain, who, 114. Treachery to the Romans, 117. 

Succefs againft them, ibid. & leq. 
Simlis promoted by Adrian, 523. His character, 524. Refigns 

and retires, 526. 

Slaves, a fevere law againft them, 143. Four hundred of them 
executed purfuant to it, 170, Forbid to inform againft their 
mafters, 467. Adrian's law sconcrning them, 550. 

Smyrna repaired by M. Aurelius, 612. 

Sob emus made king of Sop bene, 132. 

king of Edeffa, declares for Vefpajian, 316. 

king of Armenia, driven from his throne, 582. Reftored 
by M. Verus, 585. 

Soldiers, Roman, raife Otbo to the empire, 268, & feq. Become 
too powerful under him, 273. Relieved from a grievous im- 
port, ibid. 

Sopbronius Tigeliin, banifhed by Caligula, 50. 

Sorauus, Boreas, unjuftly accul'ed, 210. Condemned, 2 if. His 

intrepidity and death, 212. 
Sqfibitts, the falfe accufer of Valerius, 94, & (H). Put to death 

by Agrippina, 110. 

Soflratus foretells Ti tus's advancement, 314; 
Spain vifited by Adrian, 528. 
S pint rite driven from Rome, 6. 

<j. O 2 S for us* 
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Sporus, a catamite, married to Ntro, 180. Acconipanies him in; 
his flight, 233. 

Spurinna, Veftrius, commands in Placcntia for Qtko 9 2cp. Defeat* 

Carina, ibid. 

Staquimfans interview with Adrian, 531. 

Statilia, vid. MeJJalina, 204. 

Stat Hi us falfely accufed, 123. Kills himfelf, ibid. 
Stat i us, the poet, an account of, 451, & f<sq. fub not. 
Statius, fee P rife us, 583. 

Statues, of emperos beepme fanctuaries, the excefs of them regu- 
lated, 91. 

Stephanas confpires againft Domitian, 441. Stabs him, 442, Kil- 
led in the fray, ibid. 
Sir at hern, the battle of, 408, (E). 

Suburbanus, Trajan's fpeech to, 475. 
Suetonius Paul, vide Paulinus, 82. 

« Tranquillus difgraced by Adrian* 528, An account of him 

and his writings, 560, fuh nof. 
Su&ui invade the Romans, 587. 

Suilius'% trial and banifhment, 144, 145. .His character, 144: 

Sulpitia writes a bitter J*ait i re ttfc«mUt - Afrr« , ^.35. 

Sjulpitius jfpollinar. his writings and character, 577, fub not. 

Sura chpfen conful, 484. His extract, character, &c. ibid, A 

great confident of Trajan, ibid. His death, 485. 
Sufa taken by Trajan, 502. 

Sylla, Cornelius, unjuftly banifhed by Nero, 146, & (D). AfTaffi- 
nated by him, 173 

Syracu/e, 2l three-headed monfler, born at, 260, 261. How inter- 
preted, 261. 

Syria invaded by Vologejes, 583. Sides with CaJJius, 6 XI. For- 
given by M. durelius, ibid. 

T. 

TACITUS the hiftorian's character of the chriflians, 186, k 
(O). His own, 187. A fad chafm in his annals, 212. 
Speaks Verginius's funeral oration, 230. Character of his father- 
in-law Agricola, 427, & feq. Chofen conful, 470. His account 
of the Germans defeat, 477. His writings and character, 513, 
fub not. 

Tarragona vifitcd by Adrian, 528. 

T after, the office of, whence, 126, (Z). 

Tartan's character of the heathen philofophers, 615, & (H). 
Tatianus\ friendfhip to Adrian, 508. Severe advice to him reject- 
ed, .520. Promoted by him, 523. Made a fenator, 526. 

— sittiL baniflied for treafon, 569. 

bravery [p. Syria, 583. 
Taxes regulated by Nero, 147. 
Telephus, his writings and character, 576, fub not. 
felefinus) Lucius, banifhea himfelf from Rome, 434. 

Temple 
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temple of fyrufakm demoUftied and laid in allies, 535. Its matt- 
rials ufed to build a theatre and feveraj temples, 539. 

Temples at Rome ftripped by Nero, 187. 

Terentianus, an account of, and his writings, 453, tub not. 
Terracina\ port repaired by Antoninus, 56$. 
Tertulla married to Titus, 380, 

Tertullian\ judicious remarks on Trajan's persecution, 511. 
Tertullus, one of Fauflina'a gallants, promoted, 610, Expofed by 
a mimic on the ft age, ibid. 

Tbrace made a Roman province, 369. 
Tbrafea Pcetus, vid. fub P*tus, 2IO, & feq. 
Tbul< ifland difcovered, 409. 
tfbundering legion, an account of, 598* 

Tiber overflows under Otbo, 286. Again, 510. Afrefli, 573. 
More dreadfully, 582. Adrian* bridge over, now called Ponte 

Sant Angela, 549. 

{Tiberius, his anniverfapy inftituted, 53. 

* Gemellus Nero, adopted by Caligula, 10. His difmal 

end, ibid. 

Tigillinus banilhed by Caligula, 50. Sumptuous banquet for Nero, 
180. Judges the comparators, ly*, 198. His reward, 201. 
Treachery to Nero, zyz. Efcapes due puni/hiiient by bribery, 

255. Hisdeath, 282. 
tmm promoted by Nero, 172. Lewd character, ibid. Bloody 

advice to him, 175. 
Tigris, Trajan's bridge over, 496. 
Titnidius the accufer of Propedius, 59. 
Twgis, metropolis of Mauritania, 82, (W). 

Tiri dates crowned by Nero, 213. Flattery to him, ibid. Nar- 
rowly efcapes the Alani, 368. 
— kills the king of the Henocbii, 582. Taken prifoner, 

583. 

Titianus Salvias left with the government of Rente by Otbo m 

288. Sent to fucceed Paulinus, 292. Ram advice to Qtbo, 

293. Defeated, 297- Surrenders, 298. Pardoned by Vitcl- 

lius, 305. 

Titus fent to congratulate Galla, 248, 314. Is promifed the em- 
pire at Papbos,i\^ Chofen conful with fiis father, 342. Left 
to carry on the Je<wi/b war, 347. Triumphs over Judca, 367. 
His triumphal arch ftill extant, ibid. Saluted emperor, 368. 
His private life recapitulated, 382. Pathetic apology for his 
worthlefs brother, 381. Private chara&er abhorred by the peo- 
ple, 382. His public one as much admired, ibid. & feq. Dif- 
cards his dear Berenice \ 383. Profufe generofity and clemency, 
ibid. &feq. Triumphs over Britain, 386. Generofity to the 
Campanians 387. To the oity of Ro?ne, ibid. His llatcly am- 
phitheatre dedicated, 388. Other famous buildings, Sec. 389. 
His death univerfally lamented, 301. Excellent character, ibid. 

Tt<voli, Adrian* s palace at, defcribed, 549. 

T orquatus Si /anus condemned to death by Ncro f 1 79. 

Traealut Qakr , cho fe n co n f u J , 2 2 2 • _ 

Trajan 
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Trajan Ulpius adopted by Nerva, 471. Created Ce/ar, ibid; 
His extract, 47 2 • Excellent character, 473. Failings, 475. 
Whence furnamed Parietarius, 476. Saluted emperor, ibid. 
Entry and reception at Rome, 478. Intitled Optimus, ibid. His 
lingular generofity, 479. Modefty, ibid. Impartiality, 480. 
Fir& war with the Dacxans, 482. Triumphs over them, 484, 
Finifhesthe port of Centum-Cell*, 485. Wars againft Deceba- 
Jus, 486, & feq. Builds a bridge over the Danube, 487. Sub- 
dues Dacia, 490. Cities built by him there, 489. Triumph 
and conquefts, ibid. & feq. Confpired againft, 49 1 . Expedi- 
tion into Partbia, ibid. & feq. Entry into Antiocb, 492. Pre- 
sents brought to him there, 493^ New conquefts, 495, & feq. 
Whether he returned to Rome, 497. Second expedition againil 
Parthia, 498. Thence furnamed Parthicus, 499. Vaft and 
fwift conquefts, ibid. & feq. Hurt by an earthquake, 501. 
Sails to the Perftan gulf, ibid. His triumphal arch, 503. Ex- 
pedition againft the Hagarens, 506. Narrow efcape before 
Atra, ibid. Falls ill, and embarques for Italy, 507. His death, 
obfequies, &c. ibid. Stately works, 509. Square and column, 
ibid. Misfortunes during his reign, 510. His character, ibid. 
& feq. Contemporary *»*fct»r95 51 17 lUb 

Traianopolif, Salinus, whence fo called, 507. 

Treacle made by Demetrius for M Aurehus, 579. 

Trebifond, the temple of Mercury at, by whom built, 54a. 

_J the'-port of, begun, 540. 

Trews revolts againft Galba, 276. 

Tragus, Pomp, an account of his work, 574, fE). 

Tungrians revolt from the Romans, 35. 

cfmrbo's fuccefs againft the Jews, 504, Made governor of Pan- 

nonia, 525, 526. 

Tumus, thefatirift, an account of, 454, no*. 

Turpentine tree, why abhorred by the Je<ws 9 536. 

Turpilianus, Petroo's cowardly inaction m Britain, 169. Ho- 
noured by Nero, zoi. Cruelly put to death by Galba, 252. 

Tutor Jul. heads the revolted Gauls, 354. His fuccefs againft 
the Romans, 355. Defeated by Felix, 456. By Cerealis, 358; 

Tyansans worthip their Apollonius, +6z. Spared by Aurelian on 
his account, 46 3 . 
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ALEN6\ Fabius, aflaflinates Capita, 260. San up Fttelltus 
r to revolt, 275. Salutes him emperor, 276. Sent againft 
Otbo 278. His fuccefs through Gaul, ibid. & feq. Extorti- 



»ns and degeneracy, 279. Defeated, 289. His force* join 
C.ecma, 292. Repulfed at Bebriacum, 296. Ordered to take 
the field, 321. Retires into Hetruria, 329. His defign to raife 
Q<ml againit Vefpafian fruftrated, 330. Taken pnioner, ibid. 
His head ftruck off, and publickly expofed, 333. 
falentinut Julius excites the Treveriam againft the Romans, 3 Jo, 

Defeated and taken prifoner, 357. . 

# *? * CVI US 
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Valerius AJtaticus\ brave fpeech to the fenate, 74. Accufed of 
treafon, 94. His brave defence, 95, & (I). Condemned by 
the treachery of Vitellius, ibid. 

declares for Vitellius, 278. 

Mart n us fet afideby Vitellius, 310. 

Feflus cabals in favour of Vejpafian, 318. 

Vandals over-run Pannonia, S9 2 ' 

Vannius made king of the Sue*ui, 1 1 1 - Driven out, ibid. 
Vardanes, when he reigned in Partbia, 456. 
Varius, yjpbenus, defeats Otbo's gladiators, 297. 
Varro, Cingon, put to death by Galba, 252. 

Varus. Arrius, defeated by Vitellius, 323. Chofen pnetor, 342,' 
Undermined by Mud anus, 361. 

Alpbenus fent to guard the Apennine pafles, 331. 

Vatinius a man of wretched chancier, 179, 8c (K). 

Ve&ilianus fucceeds Libo in Syria , 586. 
Venus her temple at Paphos, 3 1 4. 
Venutius** bravery againit the Romans ; 1 1 8, & feq. 
Vergilianus killed by an earthquake, 50 1 . 

Verginius marches againft the Gauls, 229. Succefs again ft them, 
ibid. Unfpotted character, 230. Refufes the empire, 229. 

Faithfulnefs to the fenate, 247, 248. Coldly rpceived by Galba, 
249. Undermined by Titus Vinius 9 ibid. Saved by Otb 0y 301. 
Refufes a fecond offer of the empire, 302. In danger for it, ibid. 
Saved by Vitellius, 309. 
Verulamians maflacred by the Britons, 1 66. 

Verus Aurel. Commod. adopted by Adrian, 542. Confullhip, 543, 
Sicknefs and death, 544. Apotheolis and fad character, 545. 

— L. his fon adopted by Antoninnus, 545, 565. Takes the 
manly robe, 571. Defpifedby Antoninus, 572. Made quasftor, 
573. Conful, ibid. Savage difpofition, 581. Created C<efar, 
and collegue with M. AureL ibid. Sent againft the Partbians, 
582, & feq. Horrid debaucheries and negligence, 583. Sue- 
cefs, 5 84, & feq. Triumphs over the Partbians, 586. Spreads 
the plague where-ever he comes, ibid. & feq. Goes with AureL 
into Gtr many, 5S8. His death, 589. Obfequies and character, 
ibid. &c. Extravagance and other vices, ibid. &c feq. Suppofed 
to have been poifoned, 591. Letter concerning CaJJius, 604. 

Verus, Martiui'a bravery in Syria, 583. Informs M. Aurelius of 
CaJJius" s confpiracy, 606. Suppofed to have been defeated by 
him, 607. His generofity, &c. ibid. 

■ V. Ann. the lbn of Aurelius, dies in Paleftine, 592. 

Vejpafian, Flavin's bafe flattery to Caligula, 49, 51. Bravery in 
Britain, 89. In danger from Nero, 204. Sent againft the 
Jews, 216. Sends fix thoufand of them captive to Nero, 217. 
Sends his fon to congratulate Galba, 248, 314. Declares for 
Otbo, 314. Diflimulation to Vitellius, 315. Saluted emperor 
at Alexandria, ibid. Ry Jttirea, Syria, &c. 316. Prepares to en- 
counter the Vitellines, ibid. &feq. Succefs againft them, 324. 
Ac Cremona, 324, & feq. Proclaimed in Spain, &c. 3 30. By the 

SawniteJ, 
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Samnites, 333. By the fenate, 342. His pedigree and private 
life, 544, & feq. Prodigies foretelling his advancement, 346, 
& (C). Gratitude to his friends, 347. Timely fupplies Rome 
with corn, 348. Second confullhip, 359. Miracles at Alexan- 
dria, 361. Confults the gods there, ibid. March to and re- 
ception at Rome j $6z. Wholfome regulations there, 363. Cen- 
forihip, ibid. Beautifies the city, 364. Recovers three thou- 
fand records, ibid. Clemency and contempt of titles, ibid. Of 
informers, 365. Of injuries, ibid. Love of money, ibid. & 
feq. Jokes upon it, 366. Inftances of his generofity, &c. 367. 
Triumphs over Judaa, ibid. His public edifices, ibid. Kind- 
nefs to Antiochus, &c. 368. Difobliges Vologrfcs, 369- Reduces 
feveral provinces, ibid. Takes a new cenfus, 370. Severity to 
Sabinusy 376. To two confpirators, ibid. Death and character, 
377. Funeral, 378. Colonies, ibid. Authors contemporary 

with him, ibid. & feq, (D). His converfation with Jpollonius 
Tyaneus, 457, & feq. 

Vefta, the goddefs, affrights Nero, iyq. Her temple burnt, 183, 
Vfjlah, four of them condemned for inceft, 398. Deflowered and 

put to death, 510. 
Vejwuius, a dreadful eruption of, 3S5. 

Veterans (hamefully ^i^SXAyy-^trtrgma, 45. 
Veturius confpfrcs againifc Ga/ba 9 266. 

Vitus, his noble project obftructed by Gracilis, 148. Put to death 

by Nero, 206. 

Vezinas's narrow efcape, 420. 

Vjbidia intercedes for MeJJalina, 101,102. 

Vi cells us a freed man of Galba goes to view the dead body of Ntro 3 
235. His wonderfal fpeed to bring Qalba the news, 247. 

ViBiTsts, human, offered by the Romans, e 1 o. Forbid by Adrian* 
551. The priefc of them crucified , ibid. When utterly abo- 
lifhed, ibid. 

Vienne fined and difarmed by Valens, 279. 

Vlndex, Julius's character, 223. Revolt in Gaul, ibid. Biting 
edicts againft Nero, 226. Contempt of him, 227, Interview 
with Vtrginius, 2-29. Defeat and death, ibid. 

Vinicius M. poifoned by Mcjfalina, 9*, ■ 

forma a confpiracy againft Nero, 222. 

Vinius confirm* the news of Nero 1 3 death, 247, 248. Treachery 
to Verginius, 249. IH advice to Galba, ibid. Great influence 
over him, 253. His motley character, ibid. Cabals in favour 
of Otbo 9 261. Affaffinated by his troops, 271. 

Virghrius R ufus *s con fu 1 fliip and dea th , 4 7 o. 

Vitellius L. forces the Partbiaris to peace, 8. Saves himfelf by his 
bafenefs, 40,, & feq. Left governor of Rome, 89, (B). Fulfome 
flattery to Me/fulina, 92, Treachery to Valerius, 95; To 

Claudius, 102. To Silanus, 106. Accufed of high treafon* 
1 12. 

Aulns, the emperor made governor of Lower Germany, 260* 

On the bare merit of his gluttony, ibid. His behaviour there, 

275. Revolt againft 0//m, ibid. Saluted emperor, 276. Takes 

the office on him, 277. Difplays his voluptuoufnefb and iloth, 

27 k'* 
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278. MefTages to and from O ho, 282. Gains many cities in 
Italy y 289. Defeats Otho^s army, 297. Congratulated on it 
by the fenate, 304. Comes to Lyons, 305. Severity to the O- 
tbonian centurions, 306, & feq. To Dolabella, ibid. His mon- 
llrous gluttony, \ ^o~. Caufes a degeneracy and difcord in his 
army, 308. Dilbands part of ir, 309. Inhuman pleafure in 
viewing his flain enemies, 310 Another inftance of his cruelty, 
ibid. Shameful imitation of N?ro t ibid, Caufes a general cor- 
ruption in his army, 311. Which murder the innocent populace 
in their cups, ibid. His entry into Rome, 312. Awkward func- 
tion of the pontifical office, ibid. Swayed by two fycophants, 
313. Profufenefs in gluttony, ibid. Prepares againft ft/pafian, 
318, 321. His ftatues overthrown, 322. Cavalry routed, 323. 
Army defeated at C/cmona, 324, & feq. Refumes his gluttony, 
329. Conceals his defeats from the fenate, &c. 330. Sends to 
guard the Apcnnine pafles, 331. Marches to Mcvania, 332. 
Threatened by divers omens, ibid. (X) Returns to Ro?ne in a 
fright, 332. Firft aflumes the title of C&far, ibid. Exhorted 
to refign the empire, 333. Hindered by the people, 334. 
Treachery to Sabinus, ibid. (Y). Burns the capitol, 336. His 
offers to Primus rejected, 338. Forfaken and difcovered, 340. 
Grievoufly infulted, ibid. Executed, 341. His character, ibid. 
His fon murdered by Mucianus, 360. 

Vocontii, who, 279. Opprefled by Vahns, ibid. 

Vocula Dell, fent againft the revolted Bat avians, 352. Defeated 
by them, ibid. Fortifies his camp, 353. Marches againft 
Civ i lis, ibid. Betrayed and murdered by his troops, 354. 

Vologcfes refufes Nero^s invitation to Rome, 213. 

embafly to Vefpafian, 348. Kindnefs to Antiochus\ fons, 

368. 

his complaint to Adrian, 542. Revolts againft the Ro- 
mans, 582. Signal victory over them, 583. Defeated by Caf- 
fius, 585. 

V olufi us Quint . extreme old age and death, 143. 

- Proculus difcovers the confpiracy againft Nero, 190, & 

feq. 

— — Caius's bravery before Cremona, 32$. 
Vopifcus's character of Suetonius, 561, not. 
Ufipian 1 * dangeroufly toffed about Great Britain, 400. 
Utilius, one of Faufiina't gallants promoted, 610. 
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Women* Roman, their degeneracy under jNero, 160. 
IVork-houfes among the Romans abufed, 551. Regulated by Adri- 
an* ibid. 
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x. 



ENOPHON, Claudius** phyfician, highly extolled by him,' 



a commander under Arrianus* 539. 

phi Jin* $ abridgment of Dion CaJJius imperfect, 496. His account 
of Anminus Pius 9 567, & feq. Of the thundering legion, 598. 



ZAMOLXIS, a D*«a7x philofopher and law- giver, 417. 
Zanticheiy king of the Jaxyge** his fubmiffion to M. -4 
600. 

Zenobius's writings and character, 559, not: 
Zermifegetbufa, by whom founded, 489. 

Zyfrtta-, where fituated, 531. 
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G H A Pi XXII. 



7&? Roman hiftoryt from the death ofM. 
Aurelius, to the death of Alexander, 
when the empire was firft transferred 
without the confent of the fenate. 



COmmedus was the firft emperor that was born in his Commo- 
father's reign, and the fecond that fucceeded his das. 
father in the empire. He was born on the thirty-firlk 
of Auguji of the year i6r> and raifed to the empire 
on the feventeenth of March of the year 18a. He is com- 
monly called L. Mlius Aurelius Commodus y and fometimes 
Commodus Antoninus. He was educated with great care by 
his father; but nevertheless proved oneofthe mo ft lewd, cruel,' 
and wicked, tyrants that ever difgraced a throne ; which con 
firms in fome degree the opinion of thofe, who believed him to 
be the foil of a famous gladiator, with whom his mother 
Fauftina was faid to have had a criminal converfation*. He Hhcrueits 
gave, when only twelve years old, a remarkable inftanceof his 
cruel cy at CtntHmcellm \ now Civita Pecchiai where finding 
the water in which he bathed fomewhat too warm, he com- 
manded the perfon who attended the bath to be thrown into 
the furnace ; nor was he fatisfied, till thofe who were about 

d JwL, Ca p. in M. Aur. p. 30. 
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him pretended to have put his order in execution e . After his 
iticccfHon to the empire, lie equalled, if he did not fucceed, in 
cruelty, Caligula* Domitian* and Nero himfelf, playing, we 
may &y, with the blood of his fubje£h and fellow-creatures, 
of whom he caufed great numbers to be racked and butchered 
in his prcfence, merely for his diverfion. Theantients relate 
feveraj inftances of his cruelty, very odd, and monftrous : he 
caufjil one to be thrown to the wild beads, for leading the life of 
Caligula written by Suetonius ^heavfe that tyrant and lie bad been 
horn on the /iraec/ay f. Seeing one day a corpulent man pafs 
by, he immediately cut him afunder, partly to try his ftrength, 
in which he excelled all men, aivJ partly out of curiofity, as 
he himfelf owned, to fee his intrails drop out at once. He 
took plcalbrc in cutting; off the feet, and putting out the eyes* 
of fucii ;is he met in his ram^ks through the city, telling the 
former, after he had thus nuiimed them, by way of raillery, 
that they now Lelcnged to the nation of the Monopodii ; and 
the latrer, that they were now become Lufcinii, alluding to 
tie words Ittjcinia,* nightingale^ and lufcus, one-eyed. Some 
he murdered, becaufe they were negligently drefled ; others, 
becaufe they fecmcd trimmed with too much nicety. He pre- 
tended to great ftill in furgery, efpecially at letting blood ; 
hut fometimcs, in (lead of eafing by that means thofe whom 
he v ill ted, or who were prevailed upon to recur to him, he 
cut off bv way of diverfion, their ears or nofes. He affumed 
the name and habit of Hercules , appearing publicly in a lion's 
fkin, with a huge club in his hand, and ordering Fcveral per- 
rons, tho" not guilty of any crime, to be difguifed like mon- 
gers, that, by knocking Out their breans with his club, he 
might have a better chtim to the name of the great deftroyer 
of mongers. In <hort, the fliedding of blood feemed to be 
His leivd- his chief diverfion g . A*? for bis lewdnefs, the author of his 
7iefs nrJ jjf e teHs ifc, that even in his farher's reign he turned the court 
eislaurhc- | nro a hrotbel ; and, upon his death, he abandoned himfelf, 
***** without restraint or fhame, to all manner of abominations, 

fpemlin^ w hole days and nights in public-houfes amongft the 
menneft or the people, and in the company of gladiators, 
huriWns, common proftitutes, cifr. He kept conftantly three 
Ivimlrcrf cc ncubines^ and the like number of catamites. He 
debauched all his own fifters, and murdered one of them, by 
rrr'-r.e Lu<:'n(7> after he had forced her to comply with his in- 
rcftn'His d'-fires. But to give a detail of his infamous practi- 
ces and pollutions is beneath the dignity of an hrftorian, and 
wlvar wc cannot help blaming in Suetonius and 'the siugujline 

e Lam PR id. in Commod. f Idem ibid, 3 Idem ibid. 
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writers. He took great delight in /hooting with the bow, HisJkzH in 
and gave innumerable proofs of his dexterity and fkill in that archery. 
art, which we fhould look upon as fabulous, were they not 
attefted by all the antients. He excelled all men in ftrength, 
and is faid to have run an elephant thro' with his fpear, and to 
have once killed in the amphitheatre a hundred lions, one af- 
ter another, and each of them at one blow. Forgetful of his He enter t 
rank and dignity, he entered the lifts with the common gla- **ft$ 
diators, having learnt with them in the common fchool the IWita * J * 
ufe of their weapons. He is faiJ to have fought in the public [ a( ^ ators 
amphitheatre feven hundred and thirty-five times, and to have * * 
always come off conqueror ; whence he often fubferibed him- 
felf in his letters, The conqueror of a thoufand gladiators. He 
teemed to be more plea fed with the applaufe of the populace 
on thefe occafions, than any of. the antient Roman captains 
had ever been with a triumph. Imagining one day, that the 
people rather derided than applauded him, he ordered the. 11 
all to bemafTacrcd upon the fpot, and the city to be fet on fire ; 
which barbarous fen tence had been put in execution, had not 
the captain of the praetorian guards with much-ado appeafed 
him. Having with his extravagancies foon drained and exhauft- His ava- 
cd his exchequer, he betook himfelf to all manner of rapine ; rice. 
loaded the people with taxes j fold the governments of the 
provinces, and other employments ; exempted criminals from 
the puniihments due to their crimes, upon their paying him a 
fum of money, and allowed others to murder whomfoeer 
they pleafed j fo that the city, and indeed the whole empire, 
was filled will) blood and maflacres, every one purchaJing of 
the emperor the liberty of murdering fuch as he feared or 
hated b . But to proceed to the hiltory of his reign according 
to the order of time. 

Co/nmoduSj a few days after his father's death, went to the 
camp, attended by all the chief officers; and there, after a 
plaufiile and popular fpeech to the foldiers, pre fen ted rhem 
with the ufual donative. He was for ret u mine; immediately 
to Rome, panting after the diverhons of the city ; but Powfci- 
anuSy who had married his fifter, reprefenting to him, hov/ 
dangerous and fhameful a thing it would be for him, to return 
before he had ended the war, he was with much- ado prevailed 
upon to continue fome time in Pannonia^ where he is faid to 
have gained fome advantages over the Shtadi^ which mult 
have been very inconfiderable, fince he did not on that feore 
take upon him the title of imperator* However, both 'he 

Oguadi and Marcowanni, imagining that he was reibhed 

h Idem ibid. 
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to pur (tie the war, and finding themfelves no longer in a 
condition to make head again ft his victorious troops, fent em- 
baiTadors to him, with propofals of an accommodation ; which 
He can- **e rea ^^X hearkened to, and granted them a peace upon 
cludts a the following terms: i. That they fhould not fettle within 
peace *»itb five miles of the Danube. 2. That they ihould deliver up 
the Mar- their arms, and fupply the Romans with a certain number of 
comanni, troops, when required. 3. That they Ihould aflemble but 
Quadi, once a month, in one place onjy, and in the prefence of a Ro- 
&c man centurion. And, 4. That they fhould not make war 

upon the fazyges, the Buri 9 or the Vandali, without the con- 
fent of the people of Rome. Da the other hand, Commodus 
promifed to abandon, which he did accordingly, all the caf- 
tles and fortrefles which he held in their country, except fuch 
as were within five miles of the Danube k . With the other 
German nations, which his father had almoft intirely reduced, 
he concluded a very diflionourable peace ; nay, of fome he 
purchafed it with very large fums. Having thus rather aban- 
doned than ended the war, he haftened back to Rome, where 
he was received with all pofi*ble demonft rations of joy, and 
honoured with a triumph, with the furname of Pirns 9 and 
with all the marks of diftin&ion that had ever been conferred 
upon the moft defcrving princes. Having vifited the capitoi 
and other temples, and returned thanks to the fenate, the 
people, and the foldicry, for their fidelity and attachment to 
him during his abfence, he was conducted by them to the pa- 
lace on the twenty fecond of Oclober k . 

The following year, Commodus entered upon his third 
confulfhip, having for his collegue one Birrus, or Burrhus, 
probably Antijlfas Burrhus, who had married his filler K On 
one medal of this, and on feveral of the following,year, Com- 
modus bears the title of Felix, the Happy ; whence it is ma- 
nifeft, that Lampridius % whom moft modern antiquaries fol- 
low, was miftaken when he wrote, that this title was not by 
the fenate decreed to him till the death of Perennis, which 
happened five years after; that is, in the year 186 m . The 
next conluls were Mamertinus and Rufus, during whofe ad- 
miniftration Commodus took the title of imperator for the filth 
time, on account of fome advantages gained by his lieutenants, 
Jlbinus and Niger, over the barbarians who dwelt beyond 
Dacia n . The above-mentioned confuls were fuccecded by 
Commodus 9 the fourth time conful, and ViRorinus the fecond 

4 D10. l.lxxii. p. 817. H* rod 1 am. 1. 1 p. 461. Aur. Vict. 
* Lamfrid. ibid. Deo. p. 818. Hbrod. p. 471. Goltz. 
p. 81. * Vid. Commod. p. 48. Onuph. p. 238. »« Bimc. 
p. 246. « GoLTa. p. 8i. Birac. ibid. Dio. p. 8«:o. 
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time. During their confulfhtp, the Caledonians* having paf- The Ca!c- 
fed the wall which parted them from the Romans, committed donians 
dreadful devaluations, and cue in pieces a Roman army, with invade the 
their general ; but were in the end sepulfed with great flau^h- Roman 
ter, byUlpius Marcellus* a man of a mean defcent, but an *********** • 
excellent commander, and a ftric"i obferver of the military .f?j * 
di cipiine. Of this war the antients give us no particular ac- u^*hm ' 
count, but only tell us, that it proved very bloody ; that the Marcellu*. 
emperor 9 for the great advantages gained by his lieutenant, 
took the title of imperator the fixth time, with the fur name of 
Britannicus \ and that U/pius Marcellus^ by his gallant and 
prudent conduct, gained luch credit and reputation, \x\3xCam- 
modus, envying him the glory he had acquired, defigncd to 
put him to death ; but in the end fpared him °. This year 
Commodusy who had hitherto followed the advice of his fa- 
ther's friends and counfellors, hrgan to defpife them, thinking 
hirnfclf fuffi.iently qualified to govern without fo many tutors 
about him, as he expreflfed it. He therefore difcharged theni Commo- 
all, employing in their room either his debauched compani- dus dif 
ons, or fuch as were recommended to him by them. Thus mijfes his 
Pcfcennius Niger was preferred to the command of the armies/^"" * 
in Syria j at the recommendation of the wrcftler NarcifTtH * 9 f r i**ds and 
and many others were raifed to great employments by cuun fiM° r * • 
means of the emperor's freed- men, flaves, concubines, fr'c 
whofe imperious and arrogant behaviour drew upon the young 
prince the hatred ard contempt of the foliate;' which he be- 
ing well apprifed of, began in his turn to put to death under 
various pretences, fome of the moll eminent members of that 
illuftrious body. His iifter Lucilla y feeing htm abhoi red, on 
account of his cruelties, by all the great men in Rome* form- 
ed a con fui racy a; 'a in it him, with a defign to place in his room 
a perfon whom lhe favoured, ami was thought to love both 
above her brother and her hufband Ptmpeiamis . She had the? 
ritle of emprefb, and all :hc honours attending it, being 
widow of theempelor Lucius Verm \ but nevertheless was ob- 
liged to give place to t.rijpina the wife of Commodus j which 
her haughty fpirit c*»uld not bear She therefore drew into ^ ***/fr* m 
a confpiracy Claudius Pompeiauut, to wh<»m lhe had betroth- 2?^^W* 
ed her daughter, £>nu:l atus, and m..nv other fenators of dif- /• 
tinction. It was agree ! among the conlpirators, that they j$j} e /\^ u „ 
fhould fall upon the eupt white hr was going to the amphi- cilia *W 



theatre through a narrow o«' dark oaliauc ; and that Pom otbtrs 
peianus fhould i:ive him thJ i •'• Wow. Accordingly they af- 
laulted him in the appointed pi. * ; but Pcmpeianus (hewing 



• DlO. 1. Ixxii. p. 821. & in excerpt. Val. p. 725. 

him, 
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him, inftead of ftriking at once, the naked dagger, and cry- 
V. 'lo are ing out, This prefent the fenate fends you, the guards had 
.«./ />a//o time to re/cue the emperor, and fcize the am fpira tors, who 

wcr ^ | 0oa a f tcf p UC to (jcath. The emperor baniihed his lifter 

to the ill and of Ccprea*-, where he afterwards ordered her to 
be privately murdered p . Herod! anus tells us, that one 
£ht:ti,Uiimus was to give the firit blow ; and Ammianus, who 



follows him, adds, that £>uinftianus actually wounded the 
emperor, who, by the loi:> of blood, fainted « way 1. But 
v.w nave chufen to follow fuch writers as lived ncareft to thofe 
times. This fane ) ear the emprefs Crifpina was likewife 
confined to the ifland of Caprea, and there murdered, by the 
emperor's order, tor imitating him in his debaucheries r . 
^^itiatus had a concubine, byname Marcia x and a favouiit 



I— nun, named EcieJIus. The latter the emperor created 
his chief chambeiLin ; and the former, who was a woman of 
great beauty, he kept for his concubine, and diftiuguifhed her 

• f ^^^^ 

With uli the hoii^ms that were peculiar to the empielles, ex- 
cept th.»: of having lire or torches carried befoie her f . She 
is lupjk.Ld v«'j have Dcen a great friend to the chriltians ; and 
to her power at court, and authority with the emperor, is 
commonly afcribed the profound tranquillity, which the 
church enjoyed in the niidit or* io many cruel executions : , 
One ,// ui, as others call him, Saoterus y a native of 

fstctthi and the emperor's favourite freed- man, was 
thought to havepuc him upon the wicked meafures which he v\ as 
™/>- pi:jfwhu ; for he bore a great fway with the piince. Where- 

-ore tMc captains of the guards caufed him to b.e murdered by 
one Cuauder, of whom we (hall fpeak hereafter. The cm- 
p.ror uapreiieJ greater concern for his death, than he had 
uoiie for ibe con (piracy formed a gain ft himfelf ; and being 
mio r in;d, that Tarunt'tnm Patermu^ one of the? captains of 
t j L»»e »2.i4.iu*, was privy to it, he removed him from his em- 

plowiu n, iiuvicj colour or treating him a fenator, and a Irw 

him to be aflaflinated, with Solvius Julia - 
nas, to whole foil the daughter of Paternus had been be- 
trothed, pretending that they had both confpired to depnfi 
him, ami fu/c the empire for themfelves «. Salvias Julia- 
nut was gianufon to the famous civilian of that name under 
Stvrmt and uncle to Didius Julianus, vyho was aftci waids 

pnuMuai* emperor- Tne fame year weie falfly accufed of trealbn, con- 

dctr.ncdand 

txuund. P Commod. p. 46. Herod, p. 474. Dio. p, 818. 

1 Ammian. I.xxix. ' Dio. ibid. r Herod. I. i. p. 486. 

r V;de Cakom. ann. 11:. » Vit. Commod p. 47. Dio. p. 
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demned and executed, Felius Rufus, Egnatius Copito, and 
the two £>uintilii 9 Maximus and Condianus, who had been 
all confuls. Sextus Condianus^ the fon of Maximus, who had 
Been con fill in the year 180, and was a young man of extra- 
ordinary parts, was condemned with his father and uncle ; 
but cleaned, at Ieaft, for fome time, by caufing a report to be 
I P redd, that he was dead ; but many attefting that he was ftiil 
alive, diligent fearch was made after him. Many perfons, 
who had never fee 11 him, were accufed of having harboured 
and concealed him in their houfes, and, upon that charge, ci- 
ther put to death or banifhed. Of Sextus himfelf we find no 
farther mention in hiflory. Emiliusjunftus and Attilius S eve- 
nts were both banifhed in their confulihip, which they held, 
it feems, during the two la/t months of this year, and with 
them many fenators and knights of great diftin&ion. Under Perennlf, 
the fuccecdinj confuls, M. Eggitts Merullus and Cn. Papirius the empe- 
/Eiianus, was accufed of afpiring at the empire, and put to rors fa* 
death the emperor's favourite minuter Perennis. He was cap- twite* 
tain of the praetorian guar s, an excellent commander, and, m'xifl*r 
according to Dion Coffins, a man without reproach *. But^'" t0 
Hero'liantis and Lampridius give him a quite different charac- :at9m 
ter,anJ fpeak of him as one who abufed the great authority he 
had with the emperor, flicking at no violence, murder, or 
injuftice, to fill his own coffers, while Commodus was wholly 
intent upon his plcafures and diverfions, in which he incou- 
r .ged him, that he might govern with an abfolute fway; which 
he did hut for a fhort while, as we fliall fee anon Y. This year 
Commodus took the title of imperator the fevench time, profrih- 
Iv on account of fome advantages gained by his lieurenancs in 
Britain j for the difturbances there were not yet in ti rely 
fuelled *. The next confuls were Commodus the fifth time, fj- fS 
and Actlids Glabrio the fecond \ This year, while Cc?nm:dns fo/j nrr j 
was affi firing at rhe Capitoline fports, inftituted by Domitian ^ n th dtf- 
in 86, a perfon in the habit of a Cynic philofopher, appeared jWevti: 
unexpectedly in the midft of the theatre ; and addrcllinp, report i. 4. 
the emperor, told him aloud, That while he minded no- 
thing but his pic. fares and diverfions, he was in danger 
of lofing both his life and the empire, by the wicked prac- 
tices of Perennis and his children. Perennis caufed the pre- 
tended Cwic to be immediatelv feized as a madman, wh ) 
difturbed the public fports, and loon after orJered him to be 

w D10. 1. Ixxi. p. 819. Vit. Comm. p. 47. * !>■>. 
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burnt alive ; which gave the emperor no fmall jealou fy. Not 
long after, fome foldierS arriving at Rome from Illyricum, 
where the Ton of Perennis commanded, ft e wed to Commadus, 

in a private audience, fome medals, on which was engraved 
the image of the fon of Perennis, as if he had been already 
emperor ; which fo alarmed the prince, that he commanded 
the tray tor to be immediately put to death K Thus Herodian. 
But Dion Cajftus and Lampridius relate his downfal in a quite 
different manner* According to them, the army in Britain, 
diflatisfied, either becaufe he had punifhed them with too 
great fevcrity dn account of fome fedition, or becaufe he had 
removed feveral fenators, and given their pofts in the army to 
Roman knights his creatures, fent deputies to Rome, fifteen 
hundred; fays Dion Cajjius, (which feems altogether incre- 
dible), to complain of him* and charge him with a defign of 
raifing his fon to the empire. They were backed by Oleander 
and the emperor's other freedmen, who could not brook the 
arbitrary and haughty conduct of the favourite minifter. Here- 
upon Commodus* naturally timorous, abandoned the traytor to 
the rage of the provoked foldiery, who, after a thoufand 
His wife outrages, tore him in pieces. His wife, his fitter* and his 
a»d chil- two fons, underwent the fame faie. To his eldeft fon, who 
dren under- commanded the army in lllyrieum, the emperor wrote an 
go the fame obliging letter, injoining hfm to come with all pofEble expe- 
fate. dition to Rome, to receive there new marks of the efteem 

and affection he had for him and his father. As the young 
man was an in tire ftranger to what had pafled, and not yet in 
a condition to revolt openly, he readffy complied with the 
invitation ; but had no fooner entered Italy, than he was cut 
in pieces by the foldiers who attended him, purfuant to the 
private orders they had received from Rome*. The other 
Perennis // brother was probably killed at Rome with his father. Peren- 
Succeeded nis was fucceeded in the port of prime mini iter by Oleander ; 
o\ Clean- f or the ernperor himfelf was fo taken up with his pleafures 
uer * and di verfions, that he could not beftow one minute on the 

affairs of the ftate : he would not even be at the trouble of 
figning his difpatches ; and in (ever 3 1 letters to his friends all he 
wrote was, Vale, FareiveL Oleander was by birth a Phry- 
gian , and originally a Have, having been fold as fuch in Rome 
by auction, as were in thofe days moft flaves. He belonged 
at firft to M. Aurelius, and afterwards to Commodus, who, 
favouring him above the reft of his flaves, gave him leave to 
marry Demojlrdcia, one of his concubines, brought up the 
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children he had by her in the palace, prefented him with hit 
liberty and appointed him his chamberlain. He is thought to WJytahufex 
have procured the death of Perennis, that he might ingrofs h *f 
all the power to himfelf which he eafily compafled, and r "?« 
abufed his authority in a more flagrant manner than Perennis 
had ever done. By him all things were openly fet to fale ; 
offices, provinces, public revenues, public juftice, and the 
lives of men both innocent and guilty. Jntijiius Burrhus, 
who had married one of the emperor's fitters, took the liber- 
ty to acquaint the prince with the unaccountable conduct of 
his minifter; but that liberty coft him his life, Oleander 
having charged him with afpiring at the empire, and prevailed 
upon the emperor, whom he blindly controuled, to condemn 
him, and all thofe who cfpoufed his caufe, or attempted to 
defend him. Among thefe was Ebutianus captain of the 
guards, in whofe room CUander perfuaded the emperor to 
fubftitute himfelf, and two others, whom he named to him. 
Upon the death of Perennis ; that employment had been given The cap- 
to one Niger, who held it only fix hours ; another enjoyed /aim of 
it but five days, and feveral others not fo long, the timorous the guards 
emperor changing the captains of his guards daily and hourly. Ranged 
Moft of thefe officers loft their lives with their employment, and 
being accufed of treafon by CUander ; who courted, and at b9Wr 9* 
laft obtained, that important poft for himfelf d . After the 
death of Perennis, the emperor pretended to be greatly con- 
cerned for many things that had been done during his admi- 
niftration, in order to throw the whole odium upon him. 
He wrote an obliging letter to Pertinax, whom Perennis 
had banifhed into Liguria, his native country, and kept 
there for the fpace of three years, appointing him commander 
of the troops in Britain, which had mutinied, and raifed great The Ro- 
difturbances in that ifland, neither the Roman foldiers, nor man foldi- 
the Britons, being able to brook the tyrannical government of en in Bri- 
Commodus. Upon the arrival of Pertinax, the foldiers preflcd tain mutinf 
him to aflume the fovercignty j but he, rejecting the offer 
with indignation, brought by degrees the mutinous foldiery 
to a fenfe of their duty, and reftored tranquility to the pro- 
vince, but not without great trouble and danger ; for one 
of the legions openly revolting, much blood was fpilt, and 
Pertinax himfelf was left upon the fpot for dead. As his fe- 
verity drew upon him the hatred and ill-will of the foldiery, 
he defired to be recalled j but the emperor did not comply 
with his requeft till three years after *. This year Commodus 
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took the title of imptrator for the eighth and laft time, on 
account of the advantages, as is conjectured, which Clodius 
Alblnm is faid to have gained about this time over the Fri- 
fians 

Thenar Under the next confuls, Crifpinus and /Eli anus, a com- 
vf the de- mon foldier by name, Maternus, having fled from his colours, 
fcrtcrs un- and being joined by many others guilty of the fame crime, 
der the con- grew in a (hort time fo powerful, the banditti flocking to him 
d»a •/ f rom a n parts, that he over-ran and plundered great part of 
Maternus. Q au i an( i Spain, (formed the ftrongeft cities, and (truck the 

emperor and people of Rome with fuch terror, that troops 
were raifed and armies difpatched againft him. Ptfcennius 
Niger was fent to make head againft him in Gaul, where he 
became very intimate with Severus, who was then governor 
of the country of Lyons, and wrote a letter to the emperor, 
commending the prudent conduit and gallant behaviour of 
Niger in purfuing the rebels and deferters f . Maternus, find- 
ing himfclf reduced to great ftraights by the brave Niger, 
divided his men into feveral fmall bands, and marched pri- 
vately with them by different ways into Italy, having no- 
thing lefs in view than to murder the emperor, during the 
folemntty which was kept annually in honour of the mother 
of the gods, and, upon his death, to feize the empire. 
They all arrived at Rome undifcovered ; and fome of his 
men had already mixed themfelves with the emperor's guards, 
Who is whcn others of his own party betrayed him. He was imme- 
fetxed and diately feized and executed, and his death put an end to 
executed, the difturbances, which fome of his followers had begun to 

raife in other provinces * . The fame year broke out the 
moft dreadful plague, (ays Dion Caffsus, that had been known. 
It lafted two or three years, and raged with moft violence 
in Rome, where it frequently carried off two thoufand perfons 
a day. The emperor to avoid the contagion, retired to 
Laurentum, a city of Latium, on the fea-fide The fol- 
lowing year Fufcianus and Salinus being both confuls for the 
fecond time, the emperor gave out, that he deiigned to pafs 
over into Africa ; but having, under that pretence, exacted 
very confiderable funis, and even fuffered the people to offer 
up vows for his fafc return on the fifth of April, he fpent the 
money in banquets and revels, and continued at Rome and in 
the neighbourhood About this time, Severus was tranfla* 
ted from the government of Pannonia to that of Sicily, 

whence he returned to Rome, to clear himfclf of a crime 
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with which he was charged, viz. of con ful ting the aftrolo- 
gers, as if he entertained thoughts of ufurping the fovereign* 
ty. His caufe was heard by the captains of the guards, the Several 
collegues of Clsander ; and, as Commodus was hated, fays accu j e * 9 * 4 
Spartiatiy Severus was cleared, and his accufer crucified k. This ***** e ' 
year great part of the capitol, a famous library, and feveral 
contiguous buildings, were utterly deftroyed by lightning *. 
Eufebiui fays, it confumed whole quarters of the city, and 
in them feveral libraries. At the fame time, the city was 
afflicted with a dreadful famine, occafioned, as fome authors 
write, by Oleander , who having now nothing lefe in view 
than the fovereignty, bought up under-hand all the corn, in 
order to raife the price of it, and gain the affections of the 
foldiery and people, by diftributing it among them m . Other 
writers tell us n , that Papirius Dionyjius^ whofe province it 
was to fupply the city with provifions, contributed towards 
the famine, in order to make the people rife againft Cleander. 
Be that as it will- the populace afcribed all their calamities and Cleander 
misfortunes to the hated minifter, who now began to act in *<3s *n*n 
a more arbitrary manner than ever, putting to death and arbitrary 
pardoning, banilhing and recalling from exile, whom he manner. 
pleafed. Several manumitted (laves he created patricians, and 
gave them a place in the fen ate ; others he made governors 
of provinces, and raifed to the firft employments. But his 
reign was (hort-lived ; for the following year, in which Rome 
faw for t£e firft, and indeed for the laft, time, twenty-five con- 
fute, all named by Oleander and moft of them his creatures,while 
the people were celebrating the Circenfian games, a troop 
of children, having at their head a young woman, of an ex- 
traordimiry ftature and a fierce afpedt, entering the circus, 
began to utter aloud many bitter invettives and dreadful 
curfes again It Cleander \ which being for fome time anfwered 
by the people with other invc&ives and curfes, the whole 
multitude rofe all on a fudden, flew in a tumultuous manner The people 
to the palace of £htintiliu$ y in the neighbourhood of Rome , rife againft 
where the emperor was then rending with Cleander ; and, him. 
renewing there their curfes and imprecations, demanded the 
head of the perfidious wretch, by whom they had been fo 
grievoufly and tyrannically opprefied. Hereupon Cleander The prstj- 
*>rdercd thepra;torian cavalry to charge the multitude ; which rian borfg 
they did accordingly, driving them with great flaughicr \ntoJ a ^ ti p°n 
the city ; but there the populace difcharging (howcrs of frones, *^ tm * but 

brick, and tiles, from the tops of the houlcs and from the are P ut ** 

fight* 

* Sp a rt. in Sever. 1 Euinn. in chron. Oa.01. 1. viii.c. 
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windows, and the city-guards, who hated Oleander* joining 
the multitude, the praetorian horfe were forced to give way, 
and favc themfelvcs by a diforderly flight. The people pur- 
fued them to the palace of J^uintilius* where the emperor was 
palling his time in the company of fome lewd women, utterly 
unapprifed of the tumult, Oleander having forbidden thofe 
who were about him to acquaint him with it. However, 
Afarcia* his favourite concubine, thought it incumbent upon 
her to inform him of what had parted ; and his lifter Fadilla 
entering his apartment in a great fright, and with her hair 
difbevclled, cried out to him aloud, That ail was loft, un- 
lefs he abandoned Oleander to the fury of the incenfed popu- 
Vheempe- lace. Hereupon the emperor, ftruck with terror and amazc- 
ror cau/et ment, fent for Oleander* and having caufed his head to be 
his bead t§ ft rU ck off that inftanr, fent it to the people ; the light of 
he ftruck which put an end to the combat, which ftill continued with 
^ great daughter. His head and body were by the incenfed po- 

pulace infulted in a moft outrageous manner. His wife, his 
children, and moft of his creatures, were at the fame time 
maflacred, and their bodies firft dragged through the ftreets, 
and then thrown into the common fewer *. Lampridius tells 
us, that the people were chiefly provoked a gain ft him, for 
having caufed Arrius Antoninus to be faJfly accu fed of trea/bn, 
and put to death, becaufe he had, while proconful of Afia* 
condemned one *f his creatures, by name Attains °. Julia- 
nus and Regillus were appointed captains of the guards in the 
room of Oleander and his coliegues ; but the emperor caufed 
them both to be foon after put to death, though he had ever 
Ihewn a particular kindnefs and affection for Julianus* whom 
he ufed to llyle his father p . About the clofe of this year, 
Pertinax was, at his own requeft, recalled from Britain* and 
charged with the care of fupplying the city with provisions, 
in the room of Papirius Dionyfius* who was likewife put to 
death, with all thofe who had any- ways contributed to the 
railing of the price of corn , 

The following year, Commodns entered upon his flxth 
confuHhip, having Petrtnius Septimianus for his coJIegue. 
The feveral confpiracies, which had been formed againft him- 
fejf and his miniftcrs, filling him with jealoufies and fufpicions, 
he abandoned himftlf without controul to bloodfhej and 
Commo- crue ^ tv « We put to death, befides many others mentioned by 
cius caufij &P ar ** a * ancJ Oilier writers, Petronius Mamertinus* who had 

many ill*/- 
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married one of his fitters; his fon Antoninus ; AnniaFauffitia^ 
coufin-german to M. Aurelius ; Sulpicius Crajfus y proconful 
of AJia 9 and fix confulars on one day. He caufcd all thofe 
who were any -ways related to Avidius CaJ/ius^ of whom we 
have fpoken above, to be burnt alive. Among the multi- 
tudes of all ranks and conditions, who were doomed to be 
inhumanly mafiacred this year* Dion Cajpus gives us a par- 
ticular account of the death of one Julius Alexander , a native 
of Emefa in Syria ; who being informed, that the emperor had 
fent thither a centurion with a band of foMiers to murder him, 
furprifed them in the night, and killed them all to a man, 
with feveral others, whom he fufpe&ed to be his enemies. 
Having thus filled the city with (laughter, he retired on horfe- 
back, with a defign to take refuge among the barbarians ; 
and would have made his efcape, had he not been retarded 
by a friend of his, who could not keep up with him, and 
whom he could not find in his heart to leave behind him. Be- 
ing therefore overtaken by thofe who purfued him, he firft 
Jciiled his friend, that he might not fall into their hands, and 
afterwards himfclf This year Severus* who had been one 
of the twenty-five confuls of the preceding year, was appoint- 
ed commander of the troops in fllyricum, and Pcrtinax was 
fent into Africa with the character of proconful. The fol- The tempU 
lowing year, Apronianus and Bradua being confuls, a fire of Peace 
broke out in the night-time, in the celebrated temple of Peace> eonfumed 
preceded, and, as Tome writers fuppofe, produced by a fmall tyfire. 
earthquake; for no thunder was heard r . Dion Cajftus writes, 
that it began in the adjoining houfes. Be that as it will, the 
temple, with all the buildings round it, was reduced to afties. 
That magnificent ftru&ure had been raifed by Vefpafian y after 
the deftruction of Jerufalem % and inriched with all the fpoils 
and ornaments of the temple of the Jews. The antients 
fpeak of it as one of the moft Irately buildings in Rente. 
There men of learning ufed to hold their aflemblies, and lodge 
their writings, as many others did their jewels, and whatever 
elfe they had of great value. It was likewife made ufe of as a 
kind of magazine, for the fpices that were brought by the Ro- 
man merchants out of Egypt and Arabia \ fo that many rich 
perfons were at once reduced to beggary, all their valuable 
effects and trcafu res being con fumed, in one night, with the 
temple <\ Galen complains, that many of his boojks were luil 
by this misfortune l . The fire fpread with great violence to 
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other quarters of the city, and confumed a great number of 
ftately edifices 5 among the reft, the temple of Vejia* The 
veftals fled to the palace with the ftatue of Pallas 9 which 
was fuppofed to have been brought from Troy, and had ne- 
ver before been expofed to public view ; but the flames 
feized the palace itfelf, and reduced great part of it to afhes, 
before their rage could be ftaid. However, the public papers 
and regifters were with much-ado prefer ved. The confla- 
gration laired feveral days, in fpite of the utmoft endeavours 
of the people, the foldiery, and the emperor himfelf, who, 
returning on that occafion from the country, expofed his own 
perfon, in order to encourage others to exert themfelves by 
his example. It ceafed at length of itfelf, or was extinguished 
by a fuddtn and violent rain, which they all looked upon as 
lent by the gods u . This year, Pertinax was preferred from 
the government of Africa to that of Rome, and Did ins jfu- 
lianus fent to govern Africa in his room. The next confula 
were Commodus, the feventh time, and Helvidius Pertinax y 
the fecond. This year, the Roman troops were defeated by 
the Saracens, whom we find now mentioned for the firft 
time in hiftory w . Commodus being told, that Sever us , who 
commanded in Illyricum, and Nonius Murcus* who had the 
command of fome other army, afpired at the empire, ap- 
pointed Clodius Albinus, in whom he repofed an intirc confi- 
dence, governor of Britain^ and wrote a letter to him with 
his own hand, fays y alius Capitolinus, giving him leave to af- 
fume the title of Cafar 9 and the ornaments peculiar to that 
dignity, in cafe any difturbances fhould arifc in the empire. 
jtlbinus, adds the fame writer, prudently declined that honour, 
fearing to be involved in the ruin of Commodus , which he 
apprehended to be at hand *. The account, which Dion 
Gofftus and Herodian give us, of the latter end of this prince's 
reign, is nothing but a detail of his follies, and the fhows 
which he exhibited, and in which he himfelf acled the chief 
part. Both thefe hiftorians were prefent ; and the former, 
who a/lifted at the abovemcntioncd fhows in quality of fena- 
tor, tells us, that he and the other fenators chewed the whole 
time bay-leaves, that by their bitternefs they might be di- 
verted from laughing at the prince's folly ; which would have 
coft them their lives. However, he owns, that the addrefs 
and fkill which the emperor difplayed, in (hooting with the 
how, was univcrfally admired and applauded ; for a panther 
having feized a man, and being ready to devour him, Com- 
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modus let fly an arrow againft the beaft with fo much flrill and 
force, that the panther fell dead to the ground, before the 
man received the leaft hurt A few days before his death, 
he changed the names of fomc of the months, calling duguji "£*^™?* 9 
Commodus, September Augufl, Oclober Hercules, November 9 * J"™* 
Invincibilis, December Exupera tortus, and January A ma- £ §nt fa m 
zonius ; which laft title he himfelf a/Turned, becaufe he had 
firft fallen in love with Marcia upon feeing her painted ia 
the drefs of an Amazon. He was likewife for changing the 
name of the city itfeff, and calling it Go Ionia Commodiana, or 
The colony of Commodus. Upon this head he wrote to the 
fenate, ftyling himfelf in the letter, Imperator Cafar Lu- His vanity 
cius, JElius, Aurelius, Commodus, Antoninus, Augujlus, Pi- 
us, Felix, Sarmaticus, Germanicus, Maximinus, Britan- 
nicus, Pacator orbis terrarum, Inviclus Romanus, Her- 
cules, Pontifex Maxtmus, Tribunitix Potejlatis XVII. fm- 
perator VTlL Conful VII. Pater Patriar, &c. The fenate 
readily complied with his defire, and not only ftyled Rome 
Colonia Commodiana, but the houfe, in which they aiTembled, 
The boufe cf Commodus. They had given him before, by 
way of derifion, fays Lampridius, the title of Pious, upon his 
raifing to the confulfhip one of his mother's gallants ; the ti- 
tle of Happy, for having compaffed the death of Perennis ; 
2nd that of Hercules, in confide ration of his extraordinary 
ftrength, and his killing many thoufand wild beafts in the _ 
amphitheatre. He had often appeared on the public ftage in ^J*. ' 
the Amazonian , and other fantaftical dreffes ; but this year he fajrff*** 
was not afhamcd to enter the lifts with the gladiators, to adt, quite nak- 
and to dance in the theatre quite naked. Not fatufied with thefe e j 
follies, he refolved to appear on the firft day of the enfuing He defigns 
year 193, as conful, and at the fame time as gladiator, and, to appear 
in order to that, to caufe Erucius Clarus and So ft us Falco, en the firft 
the two confuls elect, to be murdered. This defign he im- ©/"January 
parted to Marcia the night before it was to be put in execu- like a can" 
tion, telling her, that the confuls were to be murdered thc/ u ^ a ^d 
following night} and that he intended to march in proceffion, gladiator. 
not from the palace, and with the enfigns of the imperial dig- 
nity, as was uiual on the firft of January, but from the fchoul 
of the gladiators, armed like one of them, and attended by 
them alone. Marcia threw herfelf at his feet, and conju eJ 
him, with tears in her eyes, to reflect on the danger to which 
he expo fed his life, by t rutting it to men deftitutj of all ho- 
nour and probity. But Commodus, without giving ear to her 
rcmonftrances, ordered Latus> captain of the guards, and 
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Ecleftusy his chief chamberlain, to get ready the apartment 
which he had built for himfelf, in the houic where the gladia- 
tors belonging to the public were lodged. Thefe two officers did 
likewife all that layin their power to divert him from fo ftrange 
a refolution ; but to no purpofe : for the emperor, inftead of 
yielding to their intreaties, flew into a great paifion ; and re- 
tiring to his chamber, as if he defigned to repofe a little, it 
being then about noon, he fet down on a piece of paper the 
names of many illuftrious fenators, and other perfons of dif- 
tin&ion, whom he defigned to murder, in order to inrich 
himfelf with their eftates, and at the head of the fatal lift 
H A oms namcs °* Marcia, L*tus y and Ecleftus. Having left 

Marcia* l *" s P a P cr u P on n * s wnei * he went to bathe before dinner, 
Lretus * according to the Roman cuftom, a little child, with whom he 
WEclec- "fed to amufe himfelf, entering his bed-chamber, innocently 
rus to took it up to play with it ; but Marcia meeting him, fnatch- 
death. ed it out of his hand, imagin ing it to be fome writing of 

confequence. She was greatly furprifed when, upon viewing 
ir, (he found herfelf, Lattus, and EcU£tus> doomed with the 
reft to deftruclion. She immediately acquainted Lajtus and 
EcUttus with the danger that threatened them, who there- 
upon rcfolved to be before-hand with the tyrant Such is 
JVbo con- the ccount winch Herodian gives us of this confpiracy. But 
/pirea- D' l(m Cajfiu^ who had already related the death of Domitian 
gatnjl htm. w j t j 1 t } 3e f e vtr y circumftances, tells us only in this place, that 

Lretus and Eclcfius^ no longer able to bear the cruelties and 
follies of Commodus, and terrified with his menaces, agreed 
with Marcia to difpatch him. Julius Capitolinus writes^ 
that they acquainted Pert max with their defign, who did not 
frrivc to divert them from it *. But Dion CaJJius b and He- 
rodian « afiurc us, that he was altogether unapprifed of their 
attempt, the confpirators not having time to think of any 
thing but difpatching the tyrant, and fecuiing themfelves. Be 
that as it will, the confpirators agreed, that the fafeft and moft 
expcJitious way was to difpatch him with poifon ; which was 
accordingly adminiilcred to him by Marcia y as he returned 
very hot from bathing, after having killed fome wild beafts. 
The emperor, being foon after feized with a heavy flumber, 
retired to refrcfh himfelf with a fliort fleep (for he flept, as 
hiftorians obferve, at all hours) ; and Ec/eftus, laying hold of 
that opportunity, ordered the company to retire, hoping by 
that m^ans to conceal the caufc and manner of his death 9 
but Commodus awaking, when the company was fcarcc gone, 

•Herod. !. L p. 486,4,87. *Jul, Cap. in Pert. p. 55 
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was i&zed .with a violent vomiting ; and, fufpe&ing that 
potion had been given him, began to threaten all about him 
with immediate death. Hereupon the confpirators, fearing 
he ihould void the poifon and efcape, fent in hafte for his 
great favourite Narcijfus y the famous wreftler, who, being 
gained over by them with great promifes, threw himfelf upon 
the emperor, and, feizing him by the throat, ftrangled him d . jj gis mur9 
Thus died Commodes, the laft »ight of the year 192, after dertd. 
having lived thirty-one years and four months, and reigned 
twelve years, nine months, and fourteen days. He was mur- 
dered in a palace which ftood on mount Caelius^ where he 
then refided, becaufe he could not fleep, as he faid, in the 
imperial palace e. His body was privately conveyed away 
and buried in the fields ; but was afterwards taken up by Per- 
tinaxy who lucceeded to the empire, and deposited in the mo- 
nument of Adrian. The confpirators gave out, that l?e died 
of an apoplexy : which Eutropius feems to have believed. 
His death was no fooner known, than the fenate aflembled, 
without waiting for the return of day, and declared him a 
public enemy, loaded hin> with curfes, ordered his ftatues to ffi s fl atUiS 
be broke to pieces, his name to be razed out of all public in- are putted 
fcri ptions, and demanded his body, that it might be dragged down **d 9 
through the ftreets and thrown into the Tiber. When Perti- bis arts an- 
nax 9 who had already been declared emperor, anfwered, that nulUd. 
it was buried, they defired to know who had been fo bold as 
to pay that honour to a gladiator, to a parricide, to a more 
cruel and bloody tyrant, than Nero or Domitian Though 
he was thus generally abhorred as a monfter of cruelty and an 
enemy to mankind, yet the emperor Severus ftyled himfelf his 
brother, caiifcd him to be ranked among the gods, appointed 
pricfts and facrifices to his honour, and ordered the anniverfary 
of his birth to be obferved with great folemnity g . However, 
the empire was greatly indebted to him for cftablifliing a com- 
pany of merchants, and a fleet for conveying corn from Afri- 
ca to Rome, when any misfortune fliould befal the fleet chat 
tranfported it from Egypt h . Another action we find recorded 
of his, truly worthy of the fon of M. Aurelius ; One Afa- 
niliusy who had been fecrctary to Avidius Cajftus and privy to 
his confpiracy, having made his efcape, and concealed himfelf 
ever fince his death, was apprehended in the beginning of the 
reign of Commodus y to whom he offered to difcovcr many 

ll Idem, 1. i. p. 48 s. Dio. p. 828. Comm. vft. p. 52. * 
Vif. Com. p- 5 1. E ; s e n .chron. p. 226. f Vit. Com. p. jj. 

Dio. p. 830. * Vic. Com. ibid. & Dio. p. 824. i» 

Vit. Com. p. 5 2. 

Vjl.XV. C thing* 



The Roman Hiftoryl Book, lit 

things of great importance : but Commodus weuld not lb 
much as hear him j nay, he burnt all his letters, without 
opening any one of them *. But this happened in the very 
beginning of his reign, when he followed the advice of the 
wife counsellors whom his father had placed about him. No 
mention is made in hiftory of his children ; but it appears 
from an antient medal, that he had fome, who muft have di- 
ed very young k . Of the authors who wrote in his reign, 
we ftall give an account in our note (I). 

Comma-' 

1 Dio. in excerpt. Val. p. 725. k Start. 1. vii. p; 

659. 

(T) Julius Pollux inferibed to Commodus, when he had only the 
title of Cajar, his ortomafticott, which is ftill extant, and confifts of 
ten books. It is a collection of fynonymous words ufed by the bed 
Greek writers to exprefs one and the fame thing. He was one of 
the preceptors of Commodus, who, being chiefly taken with his fine 
and harmonious voice, honoured him with the profeflbrfhip of elo- 
quence lately founded in the cky of Athens (41% He was, accord- 
ing to Philojfratus, who ranks him among the fopbifis, well ac- 
quainted with the Greek tongue, and a good judge of the writings 
of others, but no great writer himfelf, his ftyle being quite flat 
and lifelefs. He was a native of Naueratis, once a famous city of 
Egypt, on one of the arms of the Nile, to which it gave its name 
(42). He died in the fifty-eighth year of his age (43)* In the 
library of the duke of Bavaria is lodged a manufcript chronicle 
done by one Julius Pollux, and extending from the creation to the 
reign of the emperor Valens ; which plainly (hews, that it is not 
the work of this Julius Pollux, but of another* who flourifhed 
near two hundred years after his time (44)* Phrynicu* was con- 
temporary with Pollux, and like wife inferibed to Commodus, when 
he was only Cafar, a work, of which Pbotius had read thirty -five 
or thirty fix books. It was a collection of words, phrafes, and 
fome fentences, extracted out of the bed Greek writers, and alpha- 
betically digefted. But thefe thirty-fix books might have been re- 
duced, according to Photius, to fix or feven, by retrenching the au- 
thor's ufclcfs digreflions and repetitions. In fome of thefe books 
Phjynicus add re (Ted himfelf to Commodus ; in others to Baft tides a 
iophift of Miletus, and to bis other friends (45). A collection of 
Attic words, done by Pbrynicus, has reached us, with a letter 10 
one Comelianus prefixed to it, wherein he mentions another work 
compiled by him at the requeft of Comelianus, which contained a 
collection of many Creek words commonly ufed, but not quite pure 

(41^ Pkiloft.fifb. xxxviii p. 590. (42') Idem, /. 4S8. 
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Comma du s being dead and his body privately conveyed away, Lartus and 
Latus and Ecleftus repaired without delay to the houfe of Ecle&os 

Helvidius iff" *&' 

empire to 

and Attic. He owns, that fome of them are to be found in the Pertinax. 
antients ; but maintains that they were therein faulty, and ought 
not to be imitated (46). We find one Attidius Comelianus governor 
of Syria, in the beginning of the reign of M. Aurelius ; and to 
him, in all likelihood, the above-mentioned letter is addrefled (47). 
Pbrynicus is not mentioned by Suidas. Pbilojiratus fpeaks of one 
Arijle?ietus of Byzantium, who flourifhed under Commodut, and ranks 
him amongft the mod eloquent men of his time (48). As for Art" 
ftenetus, the author of fome letters that are dill extant, it is mani- 
feft, that he wrote after the foundation of New Rome ; that is, either 
under Gonflantine, or after his time. Both he and Apoilinaris Sidoniut 
fpeak of a celebrated mimic, by name Caramallus ; whence fome 
writers conje&ure, that thefe two authors lived at the fame time ; 
that is, about the middle of the fifth century (49). The author 
of the letters was, as is evident, a pagan, tho' in his time paga- 
nifm was aim oft utterly abolifhed, his work being a confufed heap 
of follies and abfurdities, altogether unworthy of one who had 
the leaft tinclure of chriftianity (50). Thofe who have been ac 
the trouble of illuftrating thefe letters with comments, diftin- 
guifhed the author of them from Ariftenetus quoted by Stepba- 
rnu the geographer (51), 'and from another of the fame name, 
who was couful with Honorius in the year 404, and frankly own, 
that they know not who he was. They even feem inclined to 
think it a mere rhapfody, publifhed under the name of Ariftenetus, 
which was prefixed to the firft letter. The whole work feems to be a 
collection of feveral paflages copied out of Plato, Luc i an, and 
others, and jumbled together, if we may be allowed the exprefli- 
on. Aeben<rus, whofe work, in tit led, Deipnofopbifla, has reached 
our times, lived under Commodus ; but did not begin to write, as 
we may well judge from the liberty with which he fpeaks of 
him, till after his death (52), But he mull have been then very 
old ; for he had known Pancratei, a famous poet in the reign of 
Adrian, fince Cafaubon pretends, that Atben<vus himfelf fpeaks in 
that place, and not Caliixenes, whom he had quoted before (53). 
Suidas, who fuppofes him to have flourifhed under A/. Aureliut, 
ftyJcs him a grammarian, and tells us, that he was a native of 
Naucratii in Egypt (54). We have but an abridgment of his 
Deipno/opbrjla, made, according to Cafaubon, at Conftantinople five or 

(46) Vide Petr. Hallicum dc wit. S. Albericii* p. 114. Duacii t 
atrr. 1636. Q4 7) M. Aur . wf. p. 2$. (48) Pbiloft. fopb. 
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Helvldtu: Pertinax^ whom they judged the moft deferring per- 
f on in the fenate, and the moft worthy of the empire. As 
the death of the emperor was not yet publicly known, Perti- 
nax, routed out of his fleep, (for it was about mid-night) 
by their entering his houfe, did not doubt but they had 
been fent by Commodm to murder him. However, he order- 
ed hisdomcftics to let them into his room > and upon their ap- 
pearing there, without rlfing from his bed or betraying the 
leaft concern, he told them, That as Pompeianus and he were 
the only friends of M. Aureltus left alive, he had long expect- 
ed every day to fall a facrifice to the cruelty of the tyrant, 
and with great firmnefs bid them ftrike, and put their 
orders in execution. Lattus 9 admiring his conftancy and in-* 
trepidity, told him, that the tyrant was dead, and that they were 
come to offer the empire to him, as the perfon in the fenate 
the moft worthy of it. Pertinax> fufpedting fome treachery, 
even after they had acquainted him with all the circumftances 
of the death of the tyrant, fent fome of his friends to the 
place where his body lay ; and upon their return, no room 
being left for any further doubt, he yielded to their intreatie?, 
accepted the empire, and went to the camp of the praetorian 
guards with Lcttus their captain, cauiing, in the mean time, a 
report to be fpread in the city, that the emperor was dead of 
an apoplexy, and that Pertinax reigned in his room. The 
foldiers were greatly furprifed to fee him appear in the camp 
at that time of night ; but Lietus^ affembling them, told them, 
that the emperor being dead of an apoplexy, he brought them 
a new prince, the moft deferving perfon in the fenate, who, 
he was furc, would be received with great joy, and acknow- 
ledged by all the armies of the empire, fince he had every- 
where given fignal proofs of his courage, prudence, and other 
princely virtues. Pertinax himfelf fpoke after Latus, and in 
his fpeech promifed to each foliiier three thoufand drachmas, 
which would have gained them over to his intereft, had he 
not added very unfeafonably, that he hoped by their means to 
reform feveral abufes; for they concluded from thence, that 
he dcfigned to reftorc the antient difcipline, and deprive them 
of many privileges, which had been granted them by Connm- 
Jus. This occafioncd an univerfal difcontcnt, which, howe- 
ver, thu-y diflembled for the prefent ; and a fmall number 

fi\- hundred years fince. This writer is highly efteemed, and not 
undefervedly, by fuch as are fond of the Grecian antiquities. He 
publiihed other works; but none of them have reached our 

times f5s> 
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having at firft faluted him with the title of emperor^ the reft TVIjo is ac* 
followed their example, took the oath of allegiance to him, knowledge 
and, after the ufual facrinces, accompanied him, crowned^ by the 
with laurel, to the fenatej where he was received with the P r <* /or '** 
greateft demonstrations of joy imaginable by the new confuls £ u ' r ^/ 9 r 
^uintus Softus Falco and Cairns Julius Erucius, and by a ll 
the mag ift rates and other fenators, who had aflembled upon nai ** 
the firft news of the death of the tyrant. Among the reft 
came Pompelanus^ who, in congratulating him upon his new 
dignity, could not help bewailing at the fame time the unhap- 
py end of his brother-in-law Commodus ; which Pcrtlnax was 
fo far from refenting, that he prefted him to accept the empire, 
and would have willingly yielded it to him, fays Capitolinus, 
could Pompeianus have been prevailed upon to accept ir. W nen 
the fenators had taken their places, Pertinax, before they hud 
conferred upon him the title of Augujlus^ earneftly in treated 
them not to lay fo heavy a burden upon him in his old age, but 
to pitch upon fome other more able to difcharge fuch an im- 
portant truft, and better qualified by his nobility and birth 
for fohigh a ftation 1. He was not fatisficd with begging them 
in general to chufe another, but particularly named Ac Hi us 
GlabriO) who had been twice confu), and pretended to derive 
his pedigree from Ancbifes the father of Mneas y took him by 
the hand, and earneftly intreated him to place himfelf upon 
the imperial throne 5 but Glabrio y and with him all the relr, 
declaring, that they would acknowledge no other prince but 
Pertinax^ he was in the end obliged to yield ,u . Capltciinu-y Ur nrcepts 
though no-ways favourable to Pertinax, cannot, however, help therwNr* 
owning, that he was raifed to the empire againfthis will, and ogatxft Lh: 
that he had ever (hewn an utter averfion to the fovcrcignty, -:•///. 
and to all the badges of the fovcreign power ; in confirmation 
of which, he a Hedges a letter written by Peril ax himfelf, 
and recordeJ by Marius Maximus n . After the fenatc ha J 
faluted him with the title of ylugujlus y he returned them 
thanks in an oration fuitcd to the occafion, which was re- 
ceived with loud acclamations bothof the fenatc and people, 
who were come in crouds to pay their homage to the new 
prince, whom they highly eftccmed and revered. The con - 
fills pronounced, according to cuftom, his panegytic : after 
which Falco y who was one of them, upon the emperor's com- 
mending LatuSy captain of the guards, and owning himlelr 
indebted to him for the empire, is fa i d by CapiiMnm to have 
rebuked the new prince, with great free Join, for countc- 
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nancing one who had been the chief minuter of the crimes of 
Commodus . Pertinax heard him without the lead emotion, and 
only told him, when he had done fpeaking, that he was young, 
and had not yet learnt to obey ; that Lartus had put the or- 
ders of Commodus in execution againft his own inclination, 
and (hewn, as Coon as he was at liberty to acr. as he pleafed, 
h honou- what were his private fentiments °. Pertinax received, with 
red with the title of jfuguflus^ all the other titles peculiar to the 
all the ti- imperial dignity, that of the father of his country not excepted, 
tletpe:n!i. which is faid to have never before been given to any prince 
ar to the on the firft day of his reign To the reft he defired that 
imperial tne cir i e oUhe prince 0 f the Jena te might be added, which had 
%mty. been laid afi Je ever fince the times of the republic * . At the fame 

time, the fenate decreed the title of Augujia to his wife -Fla- 
via Tatiana y and that of C&far to his fon. But he could not 
by any means be prevailed upon to accept that honour for his 
wife, whofe conduct he difliked ; and as to his fon, he told 
the fenate, that he ihould enjoy the title they had decreed 
him, when he deferved it. He would not even fuffer his fon, 
who was yet very young, to live with him in the palace ; but 
fent him and his lifter to the houfe of Flavius Sulpicianus y 
their grandfather by the mother, to be brought up there far 
from the gaieties and licentioufnefs of the court. From the 
fenate, the emperor went to* offer the ufual facrifices in the ca- 
pitol, yifited the other temples, and then, amidft the loud ac- 
clamations of the people, repaired to the palace, where he gave 
a great entertainment, as it was the firft day of the new 
year, to all the magiftrates and the chief men of the fenate, 
purfuant to an ancient cuftom, which had been neglc&ed by 
Commodus Dion Cafftus faw that day, for the firft time, 
Pompejanus in the fenaie; for, during the laft years of Com- 
tnodn>\ reign, he had lived conftantly in the country, alledg- 
ing his cji! age and the weakucfs of his eyes for not aflifting 
at the deliberations of the fenate. But ihefe complaints, fays 
2>/t>7, ceafed when Pertinax was raifed to the empire, and re- 
turned as foonas he died f . 

Tups Peitinax began his reign, to the great fatisfaciion 
of , and of all the provinces of the empire, where he was 
Tie birth proclaimed emperor with extraordinary demonftrations of joy, 
and eJuca- no oik- doubting, but he would foon reftore the ftutc to it* 
tionof former Inure, and redrefs thcabufes and diforders introduced 
Pertinax. by Cummodus. He was born on the firft of Attgujl of the 

« Idem, p. Pia.m ibid. 4 Dio. I. fcxii. p . ** 2m 
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year 126, the tenth of Adrian's reign, in a little village called 
Villa Martis, at a fmall diftance from Alba Pompeia, now Alba, 
in the dutchy of Montferrat. He is commonly ftyled, by hifto- 
nans and in moft inferiptions, Pullius Hclvius Pertinax* 
His father by name Helvius Succejfus, had either been a ilave 
himfelf, or was thefonofan enfranchifed llavc r , and followed 
the mean profeflion of drying wood and making charcoal. 
We are told, that he gave the name of Pertinax to his fon 
on account of his obftinately adhering for fome time to the 
fame calling, which, however, he was afterwards perfuaded to 
abandon, and to keep a grammar-fchool in Rome, his father hav- 
ing taken care to have him inftrucled, when very young, in the 
Greek and Latin languages. But that profeflion not anfwering 
his expectation, he betook himfelf to a military life, and ferved 
firft in Syria, in the reign of Antoninus Pius as a common 
foldier ; but wasfoon raifed to the rank of a centurion by theinte- 
reftof Lollius Avitus, or rather Lolli 'us Gent '< 'anus , his father's 
patron. Having in that poft diftinguilbed himfelf under Lu- His rife 
cius Verus, M. Aurelius's collegueinthcenipire,during the Par- eindprejm-* 
thian war, he was rewarded with the command of a cohort mtnts. 
in Syria, and afterwards employed in Britain, or, as fome - 
read, Bithynia, Mcejia, Italy, and Germany , in which laft 
place he commanded the Roman fleet. From Germany he 
was fent into Dacia, and there, upon fome falfe information, 
deprived of his employment, whatever it was, by M. Aure- 
lius, notwithftanding the efteem he had for him. Capitoli- 
nus writes, that he was governor of Dacia, and charged 
with afpiring at the empire. Be that as it will, M. Aure- 
lius, being foon after convinced of his innocence, created 
him fenator, honoured him with the enfigns of prqjtor, and 
gave him the command of the firft legion, which he led a- 
gainft the Germans, who had made themfelves mafters of 
Rhaetia and Noricum. Thefe countries he recovered in one 
campaign, for which eminent fLrvice A'l. Au re/jus made him 
conful. He was afterwards fent into Syria againft Avid/us 
Cajfius ; and, upon his death, recalled from thence to guard 
the banks of the Danube, and command the army in lllyri- 
cum. Having acquitted himfelf in that office to the general 
fatisfaclion both of the Romans and barbarians, he was after- 
wards preferred to the government of the two Mafias, then 
to that of Dacia, and laftly to the government of Syria, 
which ha held to the reign of Commodus, when he returned 
to Rome { but did not continue long there, being ordereel by 
Peretittis, who then governed with an abfulute fway, and fuf- 

c Die. I. \xxiii. p. 831. Vit. Pert. p. 52. Vict. epit. 
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pe&ed all men of merit, to quit the city, and retire to Li- 

giiria^ his native country, where he lived, as it were, in ex- 
ile, three whole years ; during which he embelliftied tho 
place where he was born with a great number of fine build- 
ings ; but would not fuffer his father's cottage, or rather 
fhop, which flood in the midft of them, to be pulled down, 
or any-ways altered. After the downfal of Perennis^ he was 
by Com modus fent into Britain^ to reftore the antient difci- 
pline among the troops there, that were ready to revolt ; 
which he compafled, not without expofing himfelf to great 
dangers. He was recalled from thence at his own requeft, 
and, upon his return, charged with the care of fupplying the 
city with provifions \ then appointed proconful of Africa^ and 
laftly governor of Rome % which employment he held when 
Commodus was killed u . The confpirators judged him, as we 
have related above, of all the great men in Rome? the moft 
worthy of the empire. And' truly he was, according to He- 
rsdian, in every refpect well qualified for fo important a 
truft, being a man of great wifdom, extraordinary valour, 
Whelm- anc * a ^lamelefs character w . Dion CaJJius cries him up on 
rafttr account of his mild temper, his goodnefs, and his application 

to bufinefs ; and add§, that he was grave without being ful- 
len, mild without indolence, prudent without craft, exact 
without affectation, frugal without avarice, and great without 
pride or arrogance *. Aurclius Viclor ftyles him a perfon 
thoroughly acquainted with mankind, and one who admired 
atjd imitated the manners of the antient Romans'!. The o- 
thcr ViStar fays, that he was an enemy to all pomp and out- 
ward appearance \ that he received perfons of every rank • 
and condition with great affability, and treated them as his 
equals. Julius Capitolinus is the only writer who gives him 
but an indifferent character, and chaiges him with avarice, 
and want of iincerity ; but that writer lived a hundred years 
after Pertinax, whereas both Dion CaJJius and Herodian were 
peifonally acquainted with him. The emperor Julian 
charges him only with having been privy to the confpiracy 2 j 
but even iron) that charge he is cleared by the above-men- 
tioned writers. 

UiseoKdn& Ashe found j.he exchequer quite drained, he ordered all 

and excel- thv inver ft.uucs of Comrnodus, which had been pulled down 
fart adni. by a decree of the fenate, to be melted, and turned into mo- 

u V it. JVvl. p. 54, 55 Herod. 1 ii p. 493. Die. 1. lxxiii. 
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ney ; arid Told by auction all his concubines rjnd cptamifps, 
his arms, his horfes, his gold and filver plate, and all his rid} 
moveables ; among which particular mention is ipade of cha- 
riots fo contrived, as to (bcw the hour, and ipeafure the way a . 
By this means he railed money wherewithal to pay the pia?- 
torian guards what he had promifed them, to difcharge fc- 
veral debts contra&ed by Commodus, and to give a bounty 
to the people. At the fame time he reftored to the lawful 
owners whatever had been unjuftly takeri from them by Comr 
modus, recalled fuch as had been baniihed for the pretended 
crime of treafon, put them in pofleflion of their eftates, and 
punifhed, with the utmoft feverity, thofe who had been any- 
ways acceflary to their misfortunes. He publicly declared, 
that he would accept of no legacies or inheritances from fuch 
as had children, or lawful heirs of their own, faying, 1 had 
rather be poor 9 than wallow in riches acquired by dijlwmurable 
methods. He- abolilhed all the taxes laid by Commodity on the 
rivers, por^s, and high-ways ; and would not fufFer his name 
tp be fet up, according to cufrom, in fuch places as belong- 
ed to the emperors, faying, that they did not belong to him, 
but to the public b« Thus, by the mildnefs of his govern- 
ment, by his equity and moderation, he gained the ariecrions 
both of the fenate and people ; but, by attempting to tefl r .in 
the licentioufncfs of the praetorian guards, he difobligcd both The pros- 
them and their commander Lcstus, who at firlt had been fo torlan 
zealous in his caufe. The private men, not doubting; bur gwr'/t d<Y- 
he would rcftore the antient difcipline among rhem, had, f {tt ''fi* * 
three days after his acceffion to the empire, attempted to fet twit! ' J ' Ji,ii ' 
up another, wz, Triarius Ada terms Lajcivins, a fenator of 
an iiiuftrious family; but he, cfcaping from them while t! ey 
were carrying him to the camp, fled to Pertinax, allured him 
of his lovalty, and then withdrew from Rome. Tin's < bLjed 
the emperor to confirm to them all the privileges which \\A 
been granted them by Commodity However, lie k-„ pi ti.em 
l'o their duty, which they, inured to the licentioufnefs 01 the 
preceding reign, not being able to brook, attempted u> rrifc fhey re- 
Futco, the conful, to the empire. Pertbtax, who was then ' V9 ^* 
at Ojlia, giving the neceflary ordeis for fupplying th : city at 

with piovilions, returned in great haite to the 'pal.ne ; and, 1 ; - ,: ° J 
repairing Horn thence to the fenate, complained there ui ' * m 
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o. t v»ho:n the fenators were for condemning immediate!'. • '" v ' 
. { ;:.it. r and a pubitc enemy. But Pirthuix, lilin- u 



'--Ml, in lis reign, no lenator, however gmnv, 
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fliould be put to death ; and publicly declared, that he for- 
gave him. Falco, being thus difmifled, retired to his eftate, 
where he lived in fafcty. Some writers pretend, that he was 
utterly unacquainted with the defign of the praetorian guards, 
who had agreed to make him emperor, without imparting 
their refolution to him. However that be, the foldicrs, high- 
ly exafperated again ft Pertirtax^ who laboured to revive the 
antient difcipline, and ftirred up underhand by L<ttus, who 
did not think his former fervices fufficiently rewarded, began 
openly to mutiny, and declare that they would no longer o- 
bey the orders of Pertin^x, nor acknowledge him for empe- 
ror. To exafperate them ftill more, La-tus caufed feveral of 
them to be publicly executed as privy to the late confpiracy, 
pretending that he obeytd therein the orders of Pertinax % 
though the prince was quite unapprifed of thefe proceedings. 
Three bun- By this means the mutiny increafing daily, on the twemy- 
dred of eighth of March a body of about three hundred of the mutt- 
them neers, more hold than the reft, leaving the camp, and, paf- 
wareb to f in g through the ftreets of Rome with their drawn fwords, 
Rome 9«"J went ftrait to the palace, which they entered without oppo- 

fition, the emperor's freed men and officers either betaking 
themfclvcs to flight through fear, or treacheroufly opening all 
the gatts to them. Pcrtinax, in the mean time, knew no- 
thing of what pa{Ted, till his wife, in a great fright, brought 
him word, that the praetorian guards had revolted, and were 
already in the palace. Hereupon the emperor difpatched 
Sulpicianus^ his father-in-law, whom he had appointed go- 
vernor of Rome y to appeafe the tumult in the camp, and or- 
dered Latus to ftop thofe who had entered the palace. But 
La-tus, covering his face, that he might not be known, in- 
ftead of obc)ing the emperor's orders, retired to his own 
houfe. As the mutineers ftill advanced, fomc of the empc- 
roi 's friends, who had remained with him, advifed him to 
retire, ami conceal himfclf, till the people, by whom he was 
greatly hcloved, could come to his affiltance. But Pertinax 
rejected their advice, faying that to fave his life by flight, 
was a tiling altogether unworthy of an emperor. He there- 
fore refolved to go forth and meet them in perfon, believing 
that, awed by his prcfence, they would return to a fenfe of 
their duty. Accordingly he appeared unexpectedly before 
them, and afked them, without betraying thp leaft fear or 
concern, whether they, whofc duty it was to defend the em- 
peror's perfon, were come with an intent to betray and mur- 
der him r At the fame time he reprefented to them the hei- 
nouihefs of their crime, the ignominy which it would caft upon 

their memories, and the fatal conferences of fo black a trea- 

fon, 
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fon, with fuch fpirit and energy, that many of them, moved 
by his words, began to fheath their fwords and retire. But a 
Tungrian, by name Taujius^ darting his javelin at the empe- 
ror's breaft, and crying out, The joidiers fend you this* the 
reft fell on with great fury, and difpatched him with many 
wounds. The emperor made no refinance ; but coveiing his 
head with his robe, and calling upon Jupiter the avenger* 
received their blows. Ecle&us alone remained with him, and 
endeavoured to defend him j but afrer having killed two of 
the foldicrs, was himfelf run through, and left dead by his 
matter, for whofe fafety he had facrificed his life. The fol- 
diers cut off his head, and carried it upon the point of a fpear* 
as it were in triumph, to the camp, whither they retired with 
great precipitation, before the people could aflemble, who* 
they knew, would not fail to revenge the death of a prince 
whom they fo tenderly loved. And truly it was no fooner 
known, that Pertinax had been murdered, than the enraged 
populace flocked together from all quarters of the city ; and 
uttering dreadful menaces againft the authors of his death, 
ran up and down the ftreets in qucft of them. The fenators e ** um+ 
were no lefs concerned for his death than the people ; the J j f 
more, becaufe they were now convinced, that the foldiers amen c * 
would fuffer none to reign but tyrants. However, as they 
had more to lofe than the common people, they did not offer 
to revenge his death, but either fhut thcmfelves up in their 
own houfes, ar in thofe of the foldiers of their acquaintance, 
thinking themfeives there moft fafe e. Such was the unfor- 



tunate and rriuch-lamentcd end of Publius He hi us Pertinax* 
after he had lived fixty-fix years* feven months, and twenty- 
fix, or twenty-eight, days 5 and reigned, according to Dion 
Cafftusy eighty-feven days, that is, from the firft of Janu- 
ary to the twenty -eighth of March d . His body, together 
with his head* was interred with great pomp by Didius Ju- 
lianusy his fucceflbr, in the burying*place of his wife's family. 
The emperor Scptimius Severus, with the title of emperor, 
took the name of Pertinax , which he knew would, above 
any thing clfe* recommend him to the army in Illyricum^ 
and to the Roman people. He punifhed with great fe verity 
all thofe who had been acccflary to his death, difbanded the Honour t 
praetorian guards* honoured his memory with a moft magni- P a 'd 
ficent funeral, at which was carried the effigies of the deccaf- a * fter 
ed prince, pronounced himfelf his panegyric, and caufed him death* 
to be ranked in the number of the gods, appointing the fori 
ehief-prieft to his father. The day of his acceflion to the 

a 
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empire was yearly celebrated with circenjian games j and his 
birth-day for many years after, with other fports c . He per- 
formed great things, fays Herodian^ during his fliort reign, 
and would have reftored the empire to its former luff re, had 
he reigned longer f. 

Pertinax had fent, as we have related above, Flavius Sul- 
picianus^ his father-in-law, to appeafe the tumult in the camp 
of the praetorian guards ; but in the mean time the news of 
his death reaching the camp, and the three hundred foldiers 
arriving foon after with his head ftuck on a fpear, Sulp'tcianus 
was not afhamed to apply to the murderers of his fon-in-law 
* m f* r * iox the empire, and to ofFer them money for ir. But they, 
ejpoje to re foi vc d t 0 ma ke the moft of it, can fed it to be proclaimed 
' on the ramparts of the camp, that the empire was expofed to 

fjie, and lie heft bidder fhould have it. When news of this 
fcand:il"us proclamation was hi ft brought to Rome y Didius 
Juiiwtu*^ :ue wcaitnieft man in the city, was entertaining 
J< mo of r»N friends at a banquet, who, in the midft of their 
tr.inii aiiJ jujlity, advifed htm, as he had more ready money 
tii.ui at iv i Mail in Romr* not to lofe the opportunity of making 
Ui valuable a pui chafe, Julianus^ raviftied with the dazz- 
ling project ui iuie and empire, hearkened to their advice, 
rofe horn table, and iiaftened to the camp ; where he repre- 
fw.itcJ to tlie ioldiers, whom Sulp'tcianus was haranguing in 
\\\y. own behalf, that his competitor would not fail one day to 
revenge the death of ins fon-in-law j and gave them it under 
his hand, that he would reftore ail things to the condition 
they were in under Commodus. This pleafed the licentious 
and dilTolutc loldiery, who had committed in that prince's 
leign all forts of diforders with impunity. However they 
would hear what they both offered, and fuffered them to bid 
upon one another, Sulp 'tcianus in the camp, and Julianas at 
the gate ; till the latter, rifing at once from five thoufand 
drachmas a man to fix thoufand two hundred and fifty, to 
he immediately paid, filenced the other, was admitted into 
.'•.fl.urch- the camp, and proclaimed emperor, on condition, that he 
h (hould forgive his competitor, and never take the lea ft notice 
wium* Ju- of his afpii ing at the empire c . Spartian relates his acceffion 
iiaaus, to the empire in a different manner : according to him, the 

fenate aflembled upon the news of the emperor's death ; but 
'Julian us coming too late, and finding the doors {hut, was 
accoftcd by two tribunes, P. Florianus and Vettius Aper y 

« Dm. p. 84c — 8a*. Vict. cpit. Vit. Pert. p. 59 H*- 
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who encouraged him to feize on the empire. Julianus, be- 
lieving that Sulpicianus had been proclaimed emperor by the 
prcetorian guards, anfwered, that the empire was already dif- 
pofed of ; but they neverthelefe carried hun to the camp againlfc 
his will, where, upon his warning them not to chufe one who 
would undoubtedly revenge the death of Pertinax, and his 
promiling to refpe& the memory of Commodus, he was pro- 
claimed Auguftus upon the above-mentioned condition *. M. His ex- 
Didius Sever us Julianus, thus ra ifed to the empire, was def- t raft ion 
cended of an illuftrious family, come originally from Milan, and pre- 
in which c icy his grandfather was born. The emperor ferments m 
the fon of Petronius Didius Sever us and ifi mi It a Clara, the 
grand daughter of the celebrated civilian Salvius Julianus, 
who floumheJ under Adrian* and compiled the perpetual 
editJ. He was born on the twenty-ninth or thirtieth of J a- 
nuary of the year 133, the fixteenth of Adrians reign, and 
brought up by Domitia Lucilla* the mother of jW. Aurelius* 
That prince, who had a particular affection for him. created 



him firft qusftor, then sedile, afterwards praetor 5 and when 
the time of his prsetorftiip expired, gave him the command 
of the twenty -fecond legion, quartered at that time in Ger- 
many. Not long after, he appointed him governor of Belgic 
Gaul, where, with the few forces he had under his com- 
mand, he drove back the Chauci, who had made an irruption 
into the Roman territories ; for which fervice he was reward- 
ed with the cunfulfhip. After he had difcharged that office, 
he was fent into Illyricum, which country he defended with 
great valour againft the neighbouring barbarians, and was on 
that account preferred to the government of Lower Germany ; 
whence he was recalled to Rome, and charged with the care 
of fupplying the city with p rovi lions h . He narrowly efcaped 
being put to death in the reign of Commodus, as privy to the 
pretended confpiracy of Salvius Julianus, his uncle by the 
mother, and was for fome time confined to the city of Milan* 
But Commodus, aihamed of having caufed fo many other fe- 
nators to be inhumanly maffacred, not only difchargeJ Juli- 
anus, but preferred him to the government of Bithynia, and 
afterwards to the confullhip, in which he had Pertinax for his 
collegue, whom he fuccecded in the proconfulfhip of A frit' a. 
Hence Pertinax ufed to call him his collegue and his luccef- 
for, which wis afterwards interprered as a prefage of Ins be- 
ing fuccecded by Julianus in the empire 

* Sp art. in Jul. p. 60. b Spait. ibid. 1 Idem, v;r. 
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All authors agree, that Didius Julianus was pofieflcd of 
immenfe wealth ; but difagree as to his chara&er. Dion 
Cajftus, who had been named by Pertinax to the praetorfhip, 
charges him with avarice and gluttony, and paints him as one 
who was wholly intent upon amaifing riches by any means, 
however lhameful and unjuft, and at the fame time fparing 
no expence to pleafe and fatisfy his palare. He fpoke with- 
out jndgment, fays that writer, and uttered fuch things in 
public as made him be pitied by all men of fenfe. He was un- 
derhand a great encourager of disturbances and troubles in the 
ftate, and is fuppofed to have privately ftirred up the foldiers 
againft Pertinax, though his nephew had married that prince's 

Dion Cjjfius adds, that he himfelf in pleading had 
him in public with his crying injuftices k . 
that he was generally defpifed on account of 
his diforderly life, and that he thought of nothing but his plea- 
fures and diverfions K Spartian, on the other hand, tells 
us, that in all his governments and employments under M. 
Aardius, he acquitted himfelf with great integrity \ from 
which, however, he was faid to have fwerved in the reign of 
Commodus . He adds, that he was fo covetous* as not to al- 
low himfelf fometimes any other food but roots and greens ; 
which is point-blank contrary to what we read in Dion CaJJius 
and Hcrcdian, both which writers lived at that time in Rome. 
Spartian, however, owns, that ^Julianus was charged with 
eating and drinking to excels, with gaming, and ufing fuch 
weapons as were peculiar to the gladiators, though in his youth 
lie had never been addicted to any of thefc vices ro . He fliewed 
himfelf, according to that writer, kind, affable, and obliging, 
to all men ; and was fo far from being elevated with his new 
dignity, that, on the contrary, he feemed rather to debafe 
himfcif too much. As foon as he was declared emperor, he 
appointed at the requcft of the przetorian guards, Flavius Ge- 
nt a lis and Tullius Crifpinus their commanders. At the fame 
time he accepted the name of Commodus , which they begged 
him to take upon him ; and this name is ftill to be feen on fome 
of his medals n . After the ufual ceremonies, the praetorian 
guards accompanied him in battle-array to the fenate. The peo- 
ple did not offer to oppofe their march; but no acclamations 
were heard ; fome, who were at a di fiance, even uttered 
invcclivcs againfr him. As for the fenators, thofe among 
them who were the mod grieved to fee him emperor, were 
the moft forward in congratulating him with feigned joy on 
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his acceflion to the empire. Among thefc was, as he htm- 

feif owns, Dion CaJJtus the hiftorian 0 . Julianus made a 

fpeech in the fenate, fays Dion* who was prefer) r, worthy of 

himfelf, wherein he denied them to confirm what the fol- 

diers had done, as. if he would hold the empire of them ; 

but told them at the fame time, that he was the fitteft per- 

fon they could chufe. The fenate immediately pafled a dz-Heisac- 

cree declaring him emperor and his family patrician, and in- knowledge 

veiling him with the tribunicial and procon/ular powers, At ed h the 

the fame time, his wife Manila Scantilla, and his daughter fenate* 

Didia Clara* were honoured with the title of dugufla. 
From the fenate he repaired to the palace, where he found 
the body of Pertinax, whi^h he caufed to be honourably in- 
terred, and pafled the night in great agonies, reflecting on 
the fate of Pertinax* which he apprehended might in the 
end be his own p . Thus Copitolinus ; but Dion Caffius 9 who 
was an eye-witnefs of what palled at Rome under 'Julianus % 
tells us ? that the new prince entering the palace and defpi- 
fing the frugal fupper which had been prepared for Pertinax 
(for that prince was murdered, and he declared emperor, on 
the fame day), ordered a magnificent feaft to be got ready, 
and patted the night in mirth and jollity, leaving the body 
of the deceafed prince in the place where he had been mur- 
dered The next morning, the fenate and the Roman Hereceivei 
knights coming to wait upon him, he received them \n*tbemin* 
moft obliging manner, calling them, fays Capitolinus y ac- ve ry oblr*. 
cording to their age, his father, his brother, or his fon. He ing manner 
went afterwards to the fenate, and rerurned them thanks 
for having admitted him to adminifter in conjunction with 
them, the fovercign power, and for the honours they had con- 
ferred on his wife and daughter. On this occafion he received, 
according to Capitolinus^ the title of the father of his country , 
which, however, does not appear on any of his medals. From 
the fenate he went to thecapicol to offer there the ufual facri- jj f {j ^ 
fiees, thefenators, who attended him, ftriving to fhew great te j a ' n( j 
joy inthe height of their grief. But the people, ftrangers to all 
diflimulation, openly kaded him with curfes and reproaches, g j 9 by the 
hoping by that means to oblige him to refign the power, people. 
which he had purchafed of the foldiery in fo Siametul man- 
ner. They even difcharged fhowers of ftones at him, and 
wifhed aloud, as he was facriricing in the capitol, that he 
might never obtain any favour of the gods. The empe- 
ror endeavoured to appeafe them with great promifes ; but 
they anfwered boldly, that they Horned to receive any thing 

• Dio. ibid. * Vic. Pert. p. 61. <\ Dto.l. Ixxui. p. 836. 
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from fuch an ufurper and parricide : infomuch, that to difperfe 
them (for they ftopt up the way), he was obliged to order 
the foldiers to fall upon thofe who ftood neareft, which they 
did accordingly, and killed or wounded great pumbers of them. 
This exafperaced the people to fuch a degree, that they all 
toolc arms ; and in the circus, where the emperor alerted at 
the public games, renewed their curfes and imprecations both 
again ft him and the p we tori an guards t imploring aloud the 
am fiance of the other armies and generals, namely, of Pef- 
eennius Niger who at that time commanded a powerful army 
in Syria. All this Julianus bore with great patience, fays 
His go- Spartian ; and, during his fhort reign, gave many inftances 
vemment . of an extraordinary fweet temper r . He appointed Repenti- 

nus* his fon- in-law, captain of the praetorian guards, in the 
room of Sulpicianus* father-in-law to the deceafed emperor \ 
and, to gratify the foldiery, re-eftablifbed many things, which 
had been appointed by Commodus and abolifhed by Per tine, x 
Among the many great captains, who commanded at this 
time the Roman armies in the different provinces of ilie em- 
pire, the moft famed were Pefcennius Niger in Syria , Sep- 
tunius Severus in Wyricum* and Clodius Albinms in Britain. 
Clod it: i Clodius /fibinus was. a native of Adrumetum in Africa* but 
Albinus, defcended from the Pojlhumian and Ceionian families, two of 
i'ts extrae- th«* moft illuftrious in Rome. Hi» father Ccionius Poflhu- 
1 1 on and mus g ave n j m t h e nam e of Albinus* becaufc at his birth he 
f rt t' r »*e*t! appeared whiter than new-born children ufually are, the 

tin word aJbus importing white. He was brought up in 
Africa* where he ftudied the Greek and Latin languages, in 
which he was well verfed. The antients cry up his know- 
ledge and learning, and mention with great commendations 
a treatifc which he compofed on agriculture. But his mar- 
tial genius did not allow him to purfue the peaceable profeflion 
of letters. When he was yet very young, he was often 
heaid to repeat, among the children of his age at fchoo], 

that verfe of I irgil* Arma amens capio, nec fat ration is in 

armis ; efpecially the firft part of it, A> viu aniens capio* 

T that is, / am for following the profejjion of fjrms* right or 
wrong ; I am for a military life at all events. He theie- 
fore entered into the fervice very early, and, by the into eft 
of Loliius Serenus* Babius Matianus , and Qdonius P«/il. u- 
niarius, men of rank, and nearly related to him, was fir ft laif- 
ti\ to the command of a troop of Illyrian hoife, and I1n.11 
alter to that of the ft? ft and fourth legions. He commanded 
the army in Bitbynia \nthc year 175, the fifteenth of the reign 
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of M. Aurelius* and reftraincd them from joining, as thej 
defigned, Jvidius Cajfius* for which fervice he was rewarded 
with the confulfhip. In the reign of Commodus he was ap- 
pointed governor of Gaul* where he gained great advantages 
over the Frifians* and other neighbouring nations. From 
Gaul he was tranflated into Britain* which government he 
held at this time f . The emperor Commodus* fufpefting that 
Stptimius S ever us y governor of lllyricum* and Nonius Mur- 
cus* who commanded an army in foine other pro\ince, de- 
figned to revolt, in order to engage /Minus in his caufe, 
wrote a letter to him, if Capitolinus is to be credited, giving 
him leave to alfume, if he faw occafion, the title of Cajar 
and all the badges of that dignity ; which he prudently de- 
clined, fearing to be involved in the ruin of that tyrant, 
which he apprehended to be at hand fKj. The fame writer 
adds, that fome time after a falfe report of the death of 
Commodus being fpread in Britain* jf I bin 14s giving ciedit to 
it, encouraged his foldiers to abolifli monarchy, and re efta- 
blifh the antient republican government ; which gained him 
the affections of the fenate, but provoked Commodus to fuch 
a degree, that he immediately fent Junius Severus to fucceed 
him in the government of Britain, but he did not ariive 
there before the death of Commodus was publicly known in 



f Vit. Alb. p. 79—84. 

(K) This letter was conceived in the following terms ; Befides 
the other letters, which I have written to you, concerning your 
fucceffbr, and the affairs of the public, thi% you fee, is a fami:iar 
letter, written with my own hand ; in which I give you leave, 
whenever you mall fee occafion, io take upon you at the head of 
the army the name and quality of C<r/ar For I hear, that Stp- 
timius Severus and Nonius Murcus fpeak ill of me to the army, in 
order to eft range from me the minds of the foldierv , and pave 
themfelves a way to the throne. I give you leave, when you think 
fit, to aflume the name C<*far 9 and to prefent the foldiers with 
a donative of three pieces of gold a man. I (end you lerters for 
my receivers, fealed with the head of an Amazon, which you 
will deliver to them, when you have occafion for the money ; 
©therwife they will not fupply you with it out of the treafury. 
That you may not be without the badges of the dignity to which I 
raife you, I give you leave to wear a fcarlet robe even in my pre- 
fence \ the purple you (hall have the firft time f fee you, but not 
enriched with gold, which my great-grandfather &!ius Virus never 
wore, tho* adopted by Adrian ( 56 J. 
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captains of the guards quoted by Capit$linus u (L), well 
qualified, on account of his feverity and gravity, for the 
His cba- command of an army. But his feyenty fcems to have bordered 
f4^rr. upon cruelty ; for he is faid never to have pardoned the 

lealr fault, but to have crucified even the centurions, when 
he found them any -ways rernife in their duty. He was un- 
juil to his dome/tics, infupportable to his wife, and to all 
furly and morofe. He was very proper in hisdrefs, but quite 
otherwife in his repays, minding nothing but plenty ; for 
he had an extraordinary appetite, and is faid by Capitolinus 
to have often eat at a breaJcfaft five hundred figs, an hun- 
dred peaches, ten melons, twenty bunches of grapes, a hun- 
dred beccaficos, and four hundred oyfters w . Sometimes 
he abftained altogether from wine, and fometimes drank to 
excefs even in the time of war. He was far from being 
cbarte, but abhorred and punifhed with the utmoft feve- 
rity all forts of unnatural luft. As he was, notwithstand- 
ing: his many vices, a man of great courage and flcill in mili- 
tary affairs, he was commonly called a fecond Catiline. The 

< Idem ibid. p. 79. • Idem, p. 83. w Idem, p. 83, 

(Li M /turefius wrote the following letter concerning him to 
the captains of the guards : I have entrufted Albinm, of the family 
cf the Cd'.onii, with the command of two cohorts. He is, 'tis 
true, »:\ Afiican, but free from the vices of that country, r e is 
rhe ion .1; 'law of Plaut 'tllus, and, befides a man of great experience, 
cf a \j,r.n«e and compofed behaviour, and capable of maintaining 
t ic r.eccilliry tiifcipline in a camp ; at leaft I am fare, we need 
not appreiiifci any thing from him. I have doubled his fajary, 
and cJcAi j you to encourage him, alluring him, that his fcrvices 
fiiaJl nut rtrii.iiij unrewarded ( 57). The Tame prince wrote another 
letter concerning him, foon after the rebellion of Avidius CaJJius, 
in wh en h= exprefles himfelf thus ; The fidelity of Jlbinus de- 
fer ve» tiic i. ! o :f encomiums ; for when the forces in Bit by ma 
were icul;- 1.. 1 : volt and join Caffius t he fpared no pains to main - 
juin 1/ in their dury and defeat their evil defigns. I therefore 
rhmK. M.m v. '>rtiiv of the confulflitp, and accordingly defign to 

, imi*hu»- him in ths mom of CaJJiui Papirius, who is dangeroufly 

at I informed, pait recovery. But of this, take no 
notice u 1 he !b dead, left it ihould come to the ears either of 
/' apt:"* lr.aj.ei/, or his friends, which would give me great con- 
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harangue he made to his troops in Britain againft monarchy 
gained him the affections of the fenate tofuch u dejree, that no 
prince, fays his hiftorian, was ever loved by them To much as 

he ». 

Casus Pefiennirtt Niger fujius, as he is fly Jed on fome Pefcennius 
medals y , was defcended of an equeftrian family and born at Niger, hik 
J qui num. He had but a fmall eftate, and littJe learning ; extra^fon, 
but nevcrthelefs raifed himfelf from the degree of a centu- preferments 
rion to the firft military employments in the empire. He had *ndtkm>- 
fome command in Gaul y where he contracted a great friend- ra£ *' 
fliip with Septtmius Severus$ at that time governor of the coun- 
try of Lyons, who recommended him to the emperor Commodus , 
as an excellent foldier and experienced commander. He was 
afterwards made confui, at therequeft of the troops under his 
command *: Herodinn calls him a gallant foldier, an excellent 
officer, an experienced general, an illuftrious confui, and an 
unfortunate emperor *. He kept the foldiers to their duty^ 
and would not fufFer them to exact any thing from the people, 
nor the officers from the foldiers, upon any account what* 
foever. He caufed two tribunes to be ftoned, for having de- 
ducted a very inconfiderable fum from the pay of the men un- 
der their command, and condemned ten foldiers to be be- 
headed for dealing a fowl ; but the whole army interceding 
iu their behalf, he thought it advifeable to fpare their lives, 
and only oblige them to pay to the countryman the 
price of ten fowls. He would not allow his foldiers, while 
they were in the field* to drink wine, nor to ufe plate, or 
have any gold or filver about them, when they went to battle, 
that the enemy might not, in cafe of any misfortune, fee 
themfelves off with their fpoils. He fulFered no bakers 
to follow the army, obliging the foldiers to content them- 
felves with biiket. Some troops, that were in garifon 
on the frontiers of Egypt y having one day begged leave 
to drink wine, he returned them no other anfvver, than 
that they were but at a fmall diftance from the Nile. He re- 
quired nothing of the foldiers, but what he practifed himfelf, 
In his garb and drefs he little varied from a common foldier, 
and his diet was the fame with that of the meanaft in the ar- 
my. He always led the march on foot, with his head unco- 
vered in all feafons and climates. He obliged even his own 
dorrieflics to carry burdens on their backs* that they might 
not fecm to walk at their eafc, while the foldiers were loaded 
with their arms and baggage. He had conftantly before his 
eyts Marius, Hannibal^ and other famed commanders of 
antiquity j and when, upon his being falutcd emperor, the 
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perfon, who, according tocuftom* was appointed to pronounce 
his panegyric* began to commend him, he immediately inter- 
rupted the orator, and defired him to fay fomething in praifc 
of Marius, of Hannibal, or of fome other renowned comman- 
der, who was dead. « 4 Tell us, faid he, what they have done 
* 4 worthy of imitation ; for to praife the living is an ufelefs 
cc talk, cfyccully to praife an emperor, who cart punifh, re- 
" ward, profcrioe, an J condemn : as forme, I only defire to 
u pi cafe while I live ; when I am dead, then praife me, 
64 if I deferve it.*' If he had prevailed, no one doubted but 
he would hav e reft.) red the empire to its former luftre, with- 
out ufmg that cruelty for which Severus is blamed For 
though he was naturally fevere, fays Herodian e , yet he go- 
verned with great mildnefs, and was always ready to con- 
tribute to til j diverfions of the people ; which gained him 
the affections of the Syrians, efpecially of the Antiochians, 
who delighted in nothing but fhows and fpe&acles. Spartian 
commends him on account of his chaftity, which the Gauls % 
fays that writer, admired in him above all his other virtues d . 
On the other hand, Vitlor the younger ftyles him a man aban- 
doned to all manner of lewdnefs. Dion CaJJius fpeaks of 
him as a perfon no- ways remarkable either for his good or 
bad qualities r . However, tt is certain, that he was univer- 
fally fftee/ncd and beloved by the people of Rome, who all 
wiflied to fee him emperor f . 

i Severus was a perfon endowed with extraordinary talents, 
and in every refpect infinitely fuperior both to Albinus and Ni- 

m gcr. He was generally cfteemed^ and not undefervedly, the 
moft aclive, vigilant, laborious, and enterprifing man in the 
whole empire ; inured to labour, indefatigable in every duty 
of war, equal to the greateft commanders of ancient times, 
a great mafter of civil affairs, prompt in forefeeing events, 
dextrous at concerting fchemcs, a conftant friend, a dangerous 
enemy, and equally violent in his love and hatred. He was a 
great diflemblcr, full of deceit, and ever ready to facrifice 
his reputation, and every thing elfe, to his intercft and am- 
bition K . He was naturally inclined to cruelty and avarice, 
but more to cruelty; for we find fome in fiances of his gene- 
rofity, but none of his humanity ; nay, he is faid never to 
have pardoned a fault, or pertormed a good-natured action *. 
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He was an enemy to all porhp and fliow^ frugal in His diet, 
Contenting himfclf fur the moft part with roots and greens, 
but fometimes, though feldom, drinking to excefs. In the 
held, his diet was the fame with that of the common foldi- 
crs ; he fhared with them all their labours, and encouraged 
them more by his example, than by words, to bear with pa- 
tience the toils of war, which, notwithfrandrrig his feverity, 
gn'mcd him rhj affcclions of the foldiery ». Severus was born His ex- 
at Left is , a city of Lib\a Tripalitana^ but his anceftors had tra&Mm 
been Roman knights, and afterwards admftted into the fe- 
nate ; for he was nephew by the father to two confuls, Af. 
Agrippa and Sept* mi us Severus ; the latter was twice conful. 
His father, M. Ssptimlus Geta, had another fbn, named like- 
wife Geta, and a daughter ; but neither her name, nor that 
of her fan, has been tranfmitted to us k . Sever us was born 
on the eleventh of April in the year 145, the eighth of the 
reign of Antoninus Pius. He ftudied fir ft in Africa ± and af- Educatien. 
ter wards at Rome* the Greek and Latin tongues ; declaimed 
in public, when only eight years old ; applied himfelf to the 
ffudy of phil'jfophy and eloquence ; and excelled, according 
to Spar ti an, Aurelias ViSior^ and Eutropius, in each branch 
of polite literature. Dion, on the contrary, writes, that he 
had more inclination than ability to learn the liberal arts 1 ; 
and Spat tian owns, that he fpoke to the end of his life the 
Latin tongue with the African accent m . He was inftru<£ted 
in the knowledge of the law, together with Papinianus^ by 
JjK Cervidius Scavola, who publifhed various books of juris- 
prudence, whereof fomc fragments aic ftill preferved in the 
Pandeils n . He feems to have had likewife fome knowledge 
of phyfic °, and is faid to have been thoroughly acquainted 
with judicial altrology, a feience to which the Africans Were 
generally addicted p . In his youth he was accufed of adul- 
tery, but acquitted by Didius fulianus at that time procon- 
ful of Africa. Afterwards he came to Rome, where, after he 
had pleaded for fome time with little fuccefs at the t ar, he 
was, by the intereft of his uncle Septimius Sever us, admitted 
by the emperor Af. Aurclius into the fenatc, and appointed And em - 
governor of the iflanu of Sardinia; whence he was fent to pfo\ menu. t 
command the troops in Africa in quality of lieutenant to the 
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proconful. Upon his return from Africa \ he was created 
prxtor ; and after his practorfhip preferred to the command of 
the fourth legion, then quartered in Syria. On his journey 
into that province, he viiitcd the city of Athens* and received 
fome affront there, for which he deprived the inhabitants, 
when emperor, of many privileges granted them by his pre- 
deceilbrs. Next, he was raifed to the government of Gallia 
Lugdunenfis* or the country of Lyons* where, by his affability 
and obliging behaviour, he gained the affeclions of all. From 
Gaul he was removed to Pannonia* which province he gover- 
ned wich proconfular authority, as he did afterwards that of 
Sicily. Upon his return to Rome* he was accufed of having 
consulted the aftrologers about his attaining the empire; but, 
as Commodus began then to be univerfally hated, he was ac- 
quitted and his accufer crucified. Hewasraifed foon after 
to the confulfhip, and then appointed commander of all the 
troops employed in Illyricum to defend the banks of the 
Hii nvr/i Danube 1. He married to his firft wife one Mania ; and 
Julia. upon her death Julia, a native of Emc/ia in Syria* for m» 

other reafon, but becaufe the aftrologers had told her, that 
{he Was to marry a fovereign. She is ftyled in feveral in- 
fcriptions Julia Dimtia Augujla* the mother of the armies* of 
the fenate* of her country '* &c. r By her Severus had Bajftanus* 
commonly known by the name of Caracal la* born the fourth of 
April 1 88, Geta* born in Milan* the twenty-feventh of May 
189, and two daughters, who were married after their 
father's accefHon to the empire. Julia difhonoured 
with her lewdnefs her bufband and family, and had the mor- 
tification to hear hcrfelf publicly reproached, by a Cale- 
donian lady, with the fame vices which flie pretended to con- 
demn in her f . She was likewife accufed of confpiring 
againft her hulband, and charged with feveral other crimes 
by Plautianus, who did all that lay in his power to dis- 
credit her with the emperor ; infomuch, that to retrieve her 
reputation^ fhe betook herfelf to the ftudy of philofophy, 
and kept continually about her a great number of fophifts* 
^hiiofopher?, mathematicians, geographers, and perfons emi- 
nent in the various branches of learning, which has rendered 
her name famous in hi ft or y c . Julia had a after named 
Maefa* who was married to one Julius* who had by her two 
daughters, Sow mis and Ma me a* the former the mother of the 
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*niperor Heliogabalus * and the latter of Alexander* who fuc- 
ceeded htm. 

To refume now the thread of our hiftory, and return to 
Didius Julianas •* whije he was driving to gain the affections 
of the Koman people by themildnefs of his government, news 
was brought him, that Pefcennius Niger had revolted in Sy- Pefcenni- 
ria 9 and was acknowledged emperor by all the eaftern na -™^ ,g ^ r 
tions and the troops under his command. Soon after he re- ' *™ . 
ceived the like tidings from Illyricum* where Severus had been JJ^J ** 
faluted, by the army which he commanded there, with the an(J ^y C- 
title of Augujlus. The armies in Gaul likewife fworc allegi- rus in ji_ 
ance to him, as foon as they heard that he had taken upon i vr i cuw . 
him the title of emperor. Their example was followed by all 
the armies, provinces, apd cities, in Europe* except the city 
of Byzantium ; fo that Severus having 7 fecured the provinces 
behind him, and left fome troops to guard the banks of the 
Danube* began his march to Rome. As he was well ap- 
prifed, that Albinus* governor of Britain* was in a condition 
to thwart his defigns, he wrote an obliging letter to him, 
wherein he declared his intentions of adopting him, and gave 
him the title of Cafar ; which Albinus affumed at the head of 
his army, with all the badges of his new dignity, beftowing 
on that occafion great encomiums on Severus. As for Niger 
Severus did not fo much as attempt to gain, or rather deceive, 
him, well knowing that he would not hearken to any pro- 
pofals whatfoever ». Julianus* in the meantime, repairing Se verm 
to the fenate, caufed Severus to be declared an enemy to his declared « 
country, and likewife his foldiers, if they did not abandon public ene- 
him within a limited time Deputies were even fent by the my. 
fenate to perfuade the foldiers to quit the party of Severus* 
and join Julianus. Among thefc were Vefpronius Candidus* 
a confular of great authority, Valerius Catulinus* who was 
named to take upon him the command of the troops which 
Severus had with him, and one Aquilius* a centurion, the 
chief minifter of the cruelties of Commodus* with orders to 
difpatch Severus as foon as his troops had ileferted him. But 
the deputies, inftead of exhorting the troops to abandon Seve- 
rus* joined him themfelves, and encouraged the foldiers to 
purfue their march, and revenge the death of Pertinox. 
Hereupon Julianus* having firft paid the praetorian guards the 
largefs he had promifed them, ordered them to their arms, 
and at the fame time fent for the marines, who were on board 
the fleet at Mifenum* and with the praetorian guard* made up 
* coniiderable army. But as they had been long inured to 
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In his idlenefs, they fcarce knew how to make ufe of their arms, 
natch to and fhewed great backwardnefs to make head againft the 
Ru.ne be enemy, who were advancing with long marches, being re- 
is every- ccived every-where with loud acclamations, and fupplied with 

plenty of provifions, upon their giving out, that they were 
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v/ going to revenge the death of Pertinax* a prince uniyerfally 
rtv/jr ^ jj^ypj^ Julianus, finding he could not depend upon his 

troops, caufed the palace to be fortified, as if he could hav.e 
maintained hirpfelf there after lofing all the reft. At the 
fame time, he ordered Marcia and Latus, the chief authors 
of the death of Commodus, to be murdered, not doubting but 
they favoured Sever us ; difpatched a great number of afiaffins, 
to rry if he could by any means murder Sevtrus, with pro- 
mifes of immenfe rewards, if they fucceeded in the atternpt ; 
and caufed an incredible nuipher pf children to be inhumanly 
buuhered, in order to make ufe of their blood in the abomi- 
nable myftcries of magic «\ While Julianus was thus lofing 
liis lime in ufcleft preparations, Severus^ arriving at Rqvenna r 
ade hirnfJf ai after of that city and the fleet riding there; 
which fu terrified Julianus, that, diftrufting his troops, he 
ordered the fenate to aflemblc on the twenty-ninth of May , 
when one of his minifters de fired them in his name to fend 
out the veftals to meet the enemy, aqd intreat them to retire; 
which pro pu fa I being rejected as no lefs ridiculous than inef- 
fectual, Julianus % as. fome authors write, was fo provoked, 
that he aftembled his trpops, with a defign to put all the fe- 
nators to chefword, if they did not comply wir,h his requeft. 
B it he foo.n changed his mind, and went £o the fenate in per- 
fon, with a propofal of a quite different nature, which was, 
t.jv; anU | th.it they would pafs a decree, declaring Severus his partner 
cjfj*\ Se- M the empire. The decree pafled without oppofition, and 
\t;ru//i ie was immediately fent to Sever us, who not only rejedted the 
J.h offered afT'ciation, but at the inftigation of Julius L*tus y 
A 'j/w/t ordered Tui/ius '.rifpinus, captain of the praptorian guaids, 
in she (fit* who had brought the decree, to be cut in pieces, a report 
t* rit being fpread, that rifpinus had private orders to difpatch 

him. Hereupon Julianus^ being quite at a lofs what to do, 
and the fenate declining to affift him with their advice, order- 
ed the gladiators at Capua to take arms, under the command 
of Lollianus Tttianus y and wrote an obliging letter to Pom- 
peianuS) the fon-in-law pf M. Aarelius., who then led a retired 
life at larracina, offering to take him, as he was an excellent 
commander, for his partner in the empire. But Pompeianus 
wifely dc;lined the offer, pleading his old age and the weai- 
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ncfs of his fight; which, however, would have fcrved him well, 
fays Dion CaJJius, had he feen any cfte&ual means of reliev- 
ing his diftreflcd country 51 . In the mean time, the ti-ops Julianuv 
fent by Julianas into Vmbria to guard the paflcs of the, Jpc^ 
nine mountains, declared for Severus \ and the praetorian^ 
guards themfelves, abandoning the emperor whom they had 
jet up, agreed not to oppofe Sevens, upon his promifing them 
impunity, provided they delivered up to him thofc who had 
murdered Pertinax y . Julianus*, feeing himfelf thus deferted 
by his troops, (hut himfelf up in the palace with Genia/is, 
one of the captains of the guards, and Repent inus his fon-in- 
law. The guards, in the mean time, having fcized fuch of 
their comrades as had been any- ways concerned in the death 
of Pertinax, acquainted therewith Silius MeJJala, who had 
been fubftitutcd either to Falco or Erucius, the ordinary con- 
fute of this year 193. Mejfala immediately aflembled the fi> Severus 
nate, when a decree palled, depriving Julianus of the empire, declared 
fentencing him to death, declaring § ever as emperor, and ap- emperor 
pointing divine honours to Pertinax. This decree was car- an ^ Juh'a- 
ried to Severus by fome of the chief men in the fenate, who ,lus ^ 
intrcated him in the name of the reft, to haften his march tu £' v '^4 v 
Rome. At the fame time, the fenate fent a band of folduw.i 
to the palace, with orders to put Julianus to d..ath ; whom ^ t</ £ '° 
they found drowned in tears, and ready to rcfign the empire, 
upon condition that they fpared his life. Some am hois wsite, 
that at the fight of the armed band, he only faid, IVhat crime 
have I committed ? zvhofe life have I taken aivax ? 2 . OtJn rs 



tell us, that he implored the faith of Cevjar, giving that tirie 
to Severus a . Be that as it will, his head was /truck oft* bv a 
common foldier, and his body, according to Aurelius Viriir, 
expofed to public view. Such was the end of Dial is Ju- 
lianus, after he had lived iixty ycirs, four months, and ;;s 
many days, and reigned two months and fix days. 5V: 
upon his arrival at Rome, delivered his body to his wile 
and daughter, by whom it was buried in the tomb oi Lis 
anceftors on the Via Lavicana, about five miles from lisuu 

Severus received the new* of his competitor's death, wlvn 
he was yet fome davs journey from Rome. Fbwwer, ho 
purfued his march with his troops in battle-array, and in. 
camped every night, as if he had been in an enemy's ^otinrrv ; 
which filled the city with terror and difmay. The feutic Jc- 
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Ahujidred putcd a hundred perfons of great diftin<Stion out of their body 
j/ftators t 0 congratulate him upon the death of his rival and his accef- 
J™* *° meet fion to the empire. Sevirui received them in his armour, 
t>everus. at t ^ c D f his troops, and caufed them to be fearched, as 

if he fufpefted their fidelity ; but afterwards entertained them 
in a very familiar and friendly manner, prefented them with 
feven hundred pieces of gold, and gave them liberty either to 
depart immediately, or to flay and return to Rome with him. 
He nppo'inted Flavius yuvenalis captain of the guards, with 
Veturius Afacrinus, whom he had named before to that em- 
ployment. At the fame time, he difpatched an exprefs to 
Plant ianus, injoining him to feize the children of Pefcennius 
Niger ^ and of all the officers who ferved under him. He had 
the good luck to intercept feveral letters and edicts, fent by 
Niger to the fenate and people of Rome, which he would 
not fuffer to be read to them c . When he approached 
Rome, he caufed all thofe to be executed, who had any 
hand in the death of Pertinax ; and fent orders to the 
other foldiers of the guards to meet him without their 
arms, and in the attire which they wore when they attend- 
ed the emperor in the great folemnities. His orders were 
obeyed, the guards imagining, that they were to attend in 
that drefs the emperor's entry. When they arrived in the 
camp, Scveru: fent them word to wait in a body till he 
was at Icifure to receive and harangue them; and in the mean 
time gave private orders to his own troops to furround them 
at a diftance, and fhut them up on all fides, while they were 
intent upon hearing his harangue. He then afcended the tri- 
bunal ; and betraying great anger and refentment in his coun- 
tenance, reproached them in mofr. bitter terms for murdering 
thi-i: prince, and fuch a prince as Pertinax; for felling by auction, 
the eternal ignominy of the Roman name, the empire; and even 
for abandoning, like lb many cowards and traitors, 'Julianus^ 
whom they tlumfelves had chofen. He told them, that he could 
inflict no punifhment upon them anfwerable to the enormity 
Ihd'JbtiiiJi of the'r crimes ; that ncvertheiefs he granted them their 
nil the their lives ^ hut commanded them forthwith to quit their 
pr^torlan horfes and all their military badges, and retire without delay a 
wzrii. hundred miles from Rome y folemnly declaring, that whoever 

n:r.*>n^ them mould be found within that diftance of the city , 
fhoul.i inemillibly ho put to death, and publicly executed. 
They were thunderfh uck with this order j but forced to com- 
ply with it, being fui rounded on all fides by the armed troops 
i.f oVr.vrwj, who oblged them to quit their horfes, and {tripped 
jlif m even of' their tunics. Thus {tripped and degraded, they 
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retired with that fliame and confufion, which were juftly owing 
to the heinou fnefs of their crimes d . Dion CaJJius tells us, 
that one of their horfes followed his old maiter, throwing 
down and treading under foot all thole who endeavoured to 
ftop him ; infomuch, that the unhappy foldicr, finding his horfe 
would not, by any means, leave him, killed him, and running 
himfelf through with the fame fword, fell dead by him. The 
fame hiflorian adds, that the faithful horfe betrayed a kind of 
joy in dying by his matter's hand «. Severus entered Rome y 
at. ended by all his troops under arms, and with the ffcmdards 
of the praetorian guards reverfed. He came to the gate on His entry 
horfe- back and in his militaiy habit; but there took his Rome 
gown, and made his entry on foot, accompanied by the fena- 
tors in their robes, with crowns of laurel on their heads j 
which the people like wife wore, who, on this occafion, were 
all clad in white. The (treets through which he pa/Ted, were 
ftrewed with flowers, the houfes adorned, and covered with 
rich tapeftry, and the whole city perfumed with fweet odours. 
Severus^ having vificed the capitoI,and the ufual temples, re- 
t.red to the palace ; but the foldiers* taking up their quarters 
in the temples, porticoes, and other public buildings, fpread 
themfeives all over the city, and committed every-where greac 
diforders, threatening to plunder the citizens houfes, if they 
were not plentifully fupplied with provifions, for which they 
would allow nothing. This alarmed the people, and infpired 
them with a great averfion to «*he new emperor r. The next 
morning, Severus went to the fenate, attended by all his 
troops under arms ; but he had fcarce begun to fpeak, when 
he was interrupted all on a fudden by dreadful cries of the 
foldiers without, demanding an immenfe turn of the fenate, The fiUl- 
which had been formerly given to the troops that had at- ers mutiny. 
tended Augullus to Ronne^ and was confequently, faid they, due 
to them. The fenate, altogether unapprised of the caufe of 
that uproar, was, as we may well imagine, ftruck with horror 
and difmay. The emperor himfelf betrayed fome fear ; but 
however, darting up, he went out to them ; but could not 
appeafe the mutinous multitude, without promifmg them part 
of what they demanded ; that is two hundred and fifty 
drachmas a man, inftead of two thoufand five hundred. 
Then returning to the fenate, he excufed himfelf for having 
afTumed the title of emperor without their confent, pretend- <f/ JC cmt . 
ing, that he had done it purely to revenge the death of Per- f or* s fpcei ' 
tinax, and deliver them from the tyranny of jfulianus. He to the fe- 
nate. 

* Herod, p. 510. Dto. p. 839. • Dio. ihij, f Herod. 
p. 512, 
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promifeJ to govern with great moderation, and tread in the 
footftcps of M. Aurelius and Pertinax* adding a folemn 
oath, by which he hound himfelf to the obfervance of all the 
laws ; ami particularly fwore, that no fenator (hould, for 
any crime wh.itfoever, be put to death in his reign, who had 
not been firft tried and condemned by the fenate ; nay, he 
obliged the fenate to pafs a decree, declaring fuch emperors as 
acred other wife, thofe who obeyed them therein, and their 
child; en, public enemies. This gave great fatisfaciion to the 
^eneralfry of the fenators ; but men of difcernment, and fuch 
as were better acquainted with his dark and referved temper, 
with his fallhood and diilimulation, gave no credit to his fair 
promifes ; but, on the contrary, looked upon him as a fecond 
Tiberius 3 . However, they unanimoufly conferred upon him 
all the titles peculiar to the imperial dignity, inverted him with 
the tribuniti il and proconfuiar powers, created him high pon- 
tiff, t?s. Sever us acquainted the fenate with his having 
7^/j7/**/bcftowed on Aibinus the title of Cafar, begged they would 
Cxfarrw/- confirm it to him, caufed feveral medals to beftruck with his 
firmed to name, frames to be erected to him, csV. He diftributed large 
Aibinus. fums among the foldicry and people, which are taken notice 

of nn fcver.il medals of this year h ; but what chiefly gained 
him the hcatts of the people, was his confecrating and inroll- 
ing, Vxith extraordinary pompand folcmnity, the emperor Per- 
tiuax in the number of the gods. This apotheofis, perhaps 
the mofr magnificent that hill ever been feen in Rome, is 
Theft tends defcribed at length by Dion CaJJtus >. Before he left Rome 
o/Julianus to march again ft Niger, he caufed the fenate to profcribe all 
profcrihid the friends ..ml adherents of Julianus ; executed without 

mercy fuch of them as were rlifcovcred ; and feized, and even 
attempted, out of hatred to that prince, to abolifh the decrees 
of tiie celebrated civilian Saivius Julianus, his g r eat- grand fa- 
Ncwupr^r- thcr. In the next place, he chofe new guards in the room 
torian of tiiofe whom he had cafhiercd, and four times as many, 
gumds whicn filled Rome with foldiers, and proved very chargeable 
eboUn. to the flare ; for their pay much exceeded that of the other 

tr:>:?p-. Bciides, the natives only of certain countries, viz. 
of Spain y Macedon, Nor i cum, and above all of Italy, had been 
hrherto admitted to ferve in the guards ; but Severus, with- 
out any regard to rhcir countries, chofe the moft refolute and 
brave men in his army, and appointed that, for the future, 
they fhoul 1 lie always taken from among the other troops - 9 
by which means the guards, who of late had fcrved only for 

* V't Sever, p. 66 Herod, p. 512. Dio. 1. lxxiv. p. 640. 
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(how, became the flower of the Roman forces ; and the hopes 
of a lefs toilfome, and more honourable and advantageous, war- 
fare encouraged the reft to difcharge their duty with more 
piinci'i ility and exiftnefe; but on the other hand, the Italian 
youth (for the guards had hitherto been moftly natives of 
Italy) , havin* no longer that refource, turned either robbers or 
gladiators : hence this regulation was no-ways pleafing, either 
to the Romans, or to the other inhabitants of Italy k . About 
the fame time, the emperor gave his two daughters in mar- 
riage to Pr ohm and Aetius, and honoured both his fons-in-law 
with theconfuiar dignity. To the former he offered the go- 
vernment of Rome ; but he declining that employment, it 
was conferred upon D omit ins Dexter. The emperor, having Severus 
thus fettled aff:"-*: in Rime, and fupplied the city with great ( 8tS0Ut a 
plenty of corn, fet out in the beginning of July on his march Z atn ft^ 
into the eaft a^\ni\ Niger, whom he had never once named dur- ^ cr " 
ing his flay at Rome. His troops mutinied the firft day at a place 
called Saxa Rubra, about nine miles from Rome ; but the 
mutiny was foon quelled. However, he encamped there th^ 
firft niishr, when his brother Geta came to wait upon him, 
expecVng four: grc^t preferment; but Severus ordered him 
to return to his govern merit, and (hewed no inclination to 
employ him. Before he decamped, the children of Pefcennius 
Nigrr were brought to him, whom he received and enter- 
tained with the fame kindnefs as if they had been his own. 
Hcpurfusrl his march with all poflible expedition, having dif- 
patched an expicfs to the commander of the troops in Illyri- 
cum, injoining him to haften into Thrace, and wait for hi m 
there. He ordered Heraclius to attempt the recovery of 
Bithynia, which province had declared for Niger ; and wrote 

to Albinus in Britain, to hold himfelf ready to march upon 
the firft notice ». 

In the mean time, Niger, hearing that Severus had been Niger/» 
acknowledged emperor by the fenatc and people of Rome, and f*"* fir 
was already advancing by long marches againft him, wrote fwar% 
to the governors of the provinces, injoining them to guard the 
narrow partes, especially that of mount Taurus between Cap- 
padocia and Cilicia ; raifed new forces in Anttoch and all the 
other cities of Syria, and fent deputies to demand fuccours of 
the neighbouring princes. He went in perfon to view the 
fortifications of Byzantium, in which city he left a numerous 
garifon, looking upon it as a place of the utmoft importance. 
From Byzantium he advanced to Perinthus, called afterwauli 

* Hrrod p. £i 2 . Dio. I. Kxxir. p. 8*o. k in excerpt. Val. p. 
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Her ac lea* where, in a fkirmifli between his men and thofe 
of Severus 9 whofe party the city of Perinthus had embraced, 
a confiderable number of the latter were flain, and a- 
mong them feveral pcrfons of great diftin&ion. Hereupon 
the fenate, to curry favour with Severus* declared Niger a 
public enemy, and like wife Mmilianus* then proconful of 
jlfia* a perion of extraordinary talents, long experience, 
and generally cfteemed the greateft ftatefman of his age m . 
Spar t tan writes, that Niger * improving the advantage he had 
gained at Perinthus* made himfelf mailer of all Greece* Ma- 
cedon* and Thrace* and thereupon offered to take Severus 
for his partner in the empire ; which propofal he rejected 
with contempt and derifion n . The following year 194. 
Severus and Albinus were both confuls the fecond time, and 
Niger in all likelihood took upon him the fame dignity ; for 
on fome medals he is ftyled conful o. We know nothing of 
what pa (led in the war between Niger and. Severus* till the 
arrival of the latter before the city of Byzantium , which he 
befieged this year ; but meeting with a vigorous refinance 
from the numerous gaiifon, he left fome of his troops before 
the place, and ordered the reft to crofs the fea and march to- 
wards Cyzicus, in the neighbourhood of which city they were 
JEmili- met ^ /Emi/iafjus at the head of a numerous army. Here- 
anus, Ni- U p on a battle enfued, in which much blood was flied on both 

ra/ defeat S * ^ ut ^ mt ^ uinus was m tnc cnt ' defeated, and obliged to 
#</ and* flicker himfelf firft in Cyzicus* and afterwards in another city 
/lain. not namc d in hiftory ; where he was taken, and put to death 

by the generals of Severus* for the emperor himfelf was not, 
it feems, prefent at the battle of Cyzicus P. Not long after, 
• another battle was fought between Nicea and Cius* two cities 

of Bithynia* which proved far more bloody than the former, 
Niger commanding his own troops in perfon, and Candidus* 
an officer of great experience, thofe of Severus. Both armies 
fought with a fury hardly to be exprefled, as appears from 
Niger Dion CaJJius's account of the engagement ; but Niger* in 
himfelf o- fpite of his utmoft efforts, wai at laft obliged to fave himfelf 
werthro'wn fey flight beyond the ftraights of mount Taurus ; which he 

caufed to be fortified and well guarded After this victory, 
Severus wrote to Niger* offering to let him live in fafety, pro- 
vided he laid down his arms and diibanded his troops ; which 
Niger feemed inclined to do; but was diverted from it by 

m Herod, l.ii. p. 512,513. Nig. vit. p. 76. Di o. in excerpt. 
Val. p. 734. " Vit. Nigr. p, 67. 0 Birag. p. 264. 
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Aurelianm* whofc daughters were betrothed to his fons. He 
therefore retired to Aitioch y in order to raife there troops and 
money. In the mean time, the cities of Lao dice a and Tyre 
declaring for Severus* Niger detached againft them a body of 
Moors , who pillaged the rebellious cities, put mod of the 
inhabitants to the fword, and fee fire to their houfes ; which 
were in great part confumed, but afterwards reftored by Se- 
vern*. In the mean time, Severus's army, advancing to the 
foot of mount Taurus* was (topped there, and quite disheart- 
ened, at the fight of the ftrong works and the great number 
of troops that defended them ; infomuch, that defpairing of 
being able to open themfelves a pafTage, they had fome thoughts 
of returning : but an incredible quantity of rain, mixed with 
fnow, falling in the night-time, the fortifications were utter- 
ly demoliflbed the next day by an impetuous torrent from the 
mountain ; which fo terrified Niger's men, now perfuaded 
that the gods favoured the enemy, that they betook themfelves 
to flight, and left Severus's troops to enter Cilicia y without 
offering to make head againft them. Niger had already raif- 
ed a new army, confifting chiefly of the Antiochian youth, 
who were very zealous and fanguine in his caufe ; but utter 
ftrangers to military difcipline. However, Niger placed them 
fo advantageoufly, that when they were attacked by the re- 
gular and well difciplined troops of Severus, under the com- 
mand of Valerianus and Anulinus y they not only repulfed them, 
but would have gained a complete victory, had it not been 
matched out of their hands by a dreadful and unexpected 
ftorm of thunder and lightning ; which, difcharging itfelf in 
their faces, prevented them from puriuing the advantage they 
had gained, and difheartcned them to fuch a degree, that, no 
longer doubting but the gods weie averfe to their caufc, they 
began to defpair of fuccefs an J retire. Hereupon Sever us' & 
troops, refuming their courage, renewed the charge, and in 
the end gained a complete victory. This battle, by far the 
moft bloody of the three, was fought on the very fpot where f ' r ^. 
Alexander the Great firft vanquiihed Darius ; that is, near ^VZx- 
the city of IJfus, at a place called PyU Citiu*, or the Gates ™ 
of Cilicia, it being a narrow plain on the confines of Syria t er ly de- 
and Ciiicia y inclofed on one fide hv the fc.i, and 011 the o:her feateJ. 
by fteep mountains, on which Niger's forces were pofted. 
Niger is faid to have loft in this battle twenty thoufand men. 
Of the dead on the fide of Scvervs no mention is made in 
hiftory. Niger y after this overthrow, ictired to Anihch ; 
but not thinking himfelf Mc there, continued his flight to- 
wards the Euphrates, with a defign, as was fuppofed of u/-:e- 
ng (heltcr among the Partisans /but thofe whopurfucd him, 
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Niger is overtaking him at a fmall diftance from Antioch^ cut of his 
Jlain. head, and carried it on the point of a fpear to Sever u$ y who 

caufed it to be firft fhown to the inhabitants of Byzantium •> 
and then fent it to Rome r . Thus Dion CaJJius and Herodi- 
an ; but Spartian teJIs us, that Niger, being dangeroufly 
wounded, was taken prifoner, and in that condition brought 
to Sever US) in whofe prefence he expired r . 

Sever us was not prefent at any of thefe battles ; but where- 
ever he was (for as to that particular we are left by hiftori- 
ans quite in the dark), he foon made all thofe who had fided 
Severus with his competitor feel the effects of his refentment. He 
funijbsi p Ut f uc h of the fenators to death, as had ferved under Niger 
without j n q Ua iity 0 f generals or tribunes. He fpared the lives of the 
91Ur p!f U f^ ot her fenators ; but banifhed them to the iflands, and feiztd 
* J with t ' lc * r e ^ atcs ' cau ^ an infinite number of other perfons 

Nizer °^ an ^ CTlor ran ^ to he publicly executed, without con fide r- 
8 " ing, whether they had engaged in the war by force or con- 

ftraint. Many, who had never fecn Niger 9 were involved 
in this general mafTacre of his friends and partizans c . Hero* 
dian writes, that Severn s perfuaded Niger's generals, by 
means of their children, whom he had with him, to betray 
the caufe which they had embraced ; and, after gaining the 
victory b) their treachery, murdered both them and their chil- 
dren u . He firft baniflied the wife and children of Niger, and 
afterwards caufed them and all thofe of his family to be mur- 
dered, and their eftates to be conhTcated. Spartian names 
fix illuftrious perfons of the Pefcennian family, who were put 
to death by his orders w . However, he would not fuffer a 
pompous infer iption on th« bafis of a ltatue of Niger at Rome 
(M) to be erazed, faying, Let the world know what an ene- 
my I have conquered*. He punifhed with exemplary feveri- 

r HrROD. I. iii p. 519, ^20. D10. 1. Ixxiv p. .9 4. 3 <* Nig. 

vir p. 76. 1 Dio. 1. Ixxv p. 851. & in excerpt. Val p. 734. 
"Herod, 1. iii* p. 521. * Vit. Sev. p. 69 x Vit. Nig. 

p. 79- 

(M) The ho ufc of Niger was fli!! (landing in Diocle/tan* time, 
as Spartian inform* us, and in one of the rooms hi? ilatue done ro 
the life in the black ma'b'e of Thebes, with an epigram on the bafis 
to this purpofe : Here ft and s the great Niger, the terror cf Egypt, 

t-'f /i/A nf Thebe*, ho had propofed a golden age to all Kings, net- 
flam, K.-.n.e i'tt, ' r . /."tW him He ivas dear to both the Antoninus'/, 
ani i: t.'c tvheic cr: ,* •■/• At his name tvas Niger, ^thar u, black) 
*i e heme eaujed a flame to be ereeled to him in black marb/e % that tt 
wight arfzver lis name This (latue was, as Spartian informs us, a 
rrei*ntfrom the Ling of TheLes to Statius P oft burnt* s. 
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ty fuch cities as had fided with Niger y efpeciaJIy Antioch, which 
he deprived of the privileges and title of a city, fubjecting it 
as a mere village to Laodicea ; which heightened the jealou fy 
between thefe two neighbouring cities. However, the fol- 
lowing year, at the in treaties of his eld eft fon, then an in- 
fant, he reinftaped the city of Antioch in its former rights and 
privileges 7. He obliged fuch cities as had aflifted Niger with 
money, though not by choice, but cenftraint, to pay four 
times as much to him ; which drew upon him the public 
hatred : but as he loved money, he was glad of any pretence 
to raife it 2 - The next confuls were Scapula Teriullus and 
TTineius Clemens, during whofe adminillration, Severns, pall- 
ing the Euphrates, reduced the inhabitants of OJtboene and fj e ma fa 
Adiabene ; who, taking advantage of the late difturbances, w<ir u p on 
had murdered the Roman foldiers left among them, and fha- the Adia- 
ken off the yoke *. He likewife entered Arabia ; for the benians, 
Arabians too had either revolted, or joined Niger, but were Arabians 
in the end obliged to fubmit to Severus K Herodian writes, <™<1 p ar- 
thathe over- ran all Arabia Felix c ; and Eutropius and P'ictor thians. 
cry up his exploits in that country, fpeaking of them as if 
he had been the firft who reduced Arabia to a R.o?nan province. 
But Arabia Petraa had long before been made a province by 
Trajan ; and as for Arabia Felix, we do not rind it menti- 
oned among the provinces of the empire, either in Severus's 
time, or afterwards. Euj'ebius tells us, that Severus fubdued 
the Adiabenians and Arabians, who had afllfted Niger" 1 , He 
likewife made war upon the Pattbians ; but did not bring 
them under fubje&ion, as Spartian pretends c . For thefe 
wars the fenate decreed him the titles of Arabicus, Parthi- 
cus, and Adlabenicus, which, with that of imperator the fifth 
time, are given him in the infa iptions of this year 195, the 
third of his reign f. He refufed che triumph which was like- 
wife decreed hun, that he might not lecm to have triumphed 
for victories gained in a civil war. The title of Parthicus i;c 
likewife rejected, left his afluminj: it fhould provoke the Piir- 
tbians*. The Scythians defigned to make war upon him, 
and had already begun their march; but were ltopped, and de- 
terred from putting their defign in execution, bv a dreadful 
itorm, in which three of their chiefs were ihuck dead 
with lightning h. In the beginning o: the following 

y Herod. 1. iii. p. 523 D100 p. 1921. Vit. Caracal, p. 
z Dio. in excerpt. Val. p. 737. * D10. 1. Ixxv. p B48. 
b Idem p. 948. c Herod. 1. iii. p. 528. n Ei; s e n . chrou. 
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year, when Cn. Domitius Dexter* governor of Rome* was 
conful the fecond time, with L. Valerius Mejfala Thrafea 
The city of Prifcus* the city of Byz&ntium furrendered after a three 
Byzanti- years fiege. It was at this time by far the greateft, 
urrjaken. the moft populous, and wealthy, city of Thrace* fortified 

with walls of an extraordinary height and breadth, and 
defended by a great number of towers, feven of which were 
built with fuch art, that the leaft noife, heard in one of them, 
was immediately conveyed to all the reft This city Niger 
feized at the firft breaking out of the war, placed a nume- 
rous garifon in it, and fupplied the inhabitants with great ftore 
of warlike machines, moil of them invented and built by Pe- 
ri feus, a native of Nicea* and the greateft engineer of his age. 
Severus laid fiege to this place when he firft arrived in Thrace* 
left a confiderable body of troops to carry it on, and, after the 
defeat and death of Niger* purfued it with the greateft part of 
his army by land, and by fea with all the foips he could af- 
femble rrom the different ports of Afia. The Byzantines de- 
fended themfelves, before the death of Niger* and even after 
his head had been (hewn to them, with fuch refolurion and in- 
trepidity as can hardly be exprefied. They bafEed all the 
attempts of the alTailants, killed great numbers of them, crufh- 
ed fuch as approached the walls with huge ftones, and when 
ftones began to fail them, with the ftatues of their gods and 
heroes ; but in the end they were obliged by famine, after 
having been reduced to the fatal neceflity of devouring one 
another, to fubmit, and open their gates to the conqueror, 
4-t ' ett ^ uC a " niagiftrates and foldiers to the fword ; but 

%c 'd fp are ^ : ' ,e engineer Perifcus. The city, with its ftately 
J * theatres, baths, and public buildings, was laid in afhes > the in- 
habitants wereftripped of all their effects and publicly fold for 
Haves, and the walls levelled with the ground ; thofe walls, 
fays Disn Cafjius* which were the ftrongeft rampart of the Ro- 
man empire againft the incurfions of" the barbarians k . The 
chronicle of Alexandria and the modern Greek writers tell 
us, that, Severus himfclf rebuilt in great part the city of Bw- 
tcriHtiuMi calling it Anioninia* from his fon Caracalia* who af- 
fumcd the name of Antoninus i After the furrendcr of By- 
zantium, Severus (exit his army, divide 1 into three bodies, un- 
der the command of La-tus* Anulinus* and Prohus* to reduce 
part of Mefopotamia ; which they 'did accordingly, and the 
country they conquered, perhaps /1cale*if s or Aretacene n was 
by Severus made a new province, whereof Niftbis was declar- 

1 Dion. I. Ixxiv. p, 847. * D10. ibid. Hi hod. I. iii. p. 52 j. 
L Chron. Alex. p. 620. Suid. p. 724. 
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ed the capit.il. The government of this new province was, 
like that of Egypt , given only to Roman knights m . 

After thefe fuccefles. Sevens began to think of deftroy- Severus 
ing Albinus, whom h« had lulled afleep with the title of Ca- AI- 
far j while he was employed againft jfuiianus and Niger. As . /^J* 
Albinus was as much beloved by the fen ate, as Severus was 
hated on account of his cruelty, and many perfonsof great 
diftin&ion had even folicited him to come to Rome, and there 
a flu me the title of emperor, Severus thought he could not ufe 
too much difpatch in crufhing him. However, not judging it 
advifeabie to declare himfelf an open enemy to one who had 
not given him the lealt provocation, he had recourfe to trea- 
chery, and w;ote a pompous leter to the foliate in his com- 
mendation, and another to Albinus himfelf, filled with the 
moft tender expreflions of friendlhip, calling him his deareft 
and intircly beloved friend, his brother, his partner in the fo- 
vcreign power ; but thofe who brought him this letter had fe- Sends af* 
cret orders to draw him afide, under colour of communicatingy^^ 
to him in private fome affairs of the utmoft irhportance, and mU rder 
difpatch him with their daggers. They were lilcewife pro- him. 
vided with porfon, in cafe they could prevail upon any of his 
domeftics to adm snifter it to him. After Albinus had read the 
letter, the affaffins, purfuant to their directions, told him 
they had fomething to communicate to him by word of mouth, 
which required the utmoft fecrecv. Hereupon Albinus de- 
fired them to attend him into a gallery ; but obferving, that 
they took more than ordinary care to prevent others from en- 
teiing with them, he began to fufpe^r. fome treachery, and 
caufed them to be feized, and put to the queftion, when the 
violence of the torments extorted from them a full confeffion 
of the errand on which they were come. Hereupon Albinus /^j^j nas 
betook himfelf to open force; and having aflembled a mighty cau f es hitn- 
army, caufed himfelf to be proclaimed emperor in Britain, f e lftt> be 
and thence parted over into Gaul y where he was joined by proclaimed 
many perfons of great diftin&ion, both Gauls and Spaniards. e mper$r* 
Severus, upon the firft news of his revolt, leaving the eaft, 
haftened through Thrace and Illyricum into GauL Some 
writers tell us, that before he fet out on his march, he caufed 
a young virgin to be Cicrificed, hoping to learn from her in- 
trails what fuccefs would attend him in this war n . At Vi~ 
minacium, a famous city in Upper Maefia on the Danube, he 
gave the title of Cecfar to Bajjiarius his eldeft fon, and on that 
occafion, diftribu'ted large fums among the foldicrs. At the 
fame time, he obliged his fon to quit the name of Baflianus y 
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and ftyle hirnfelf thenceforth M. Aurelius Antoninus* for 
whom Sever us ever had a great efteem and veneration °. Be- 
fore Severus reached Gaul* fcvcral fkirmiflies happened be- 
tween the troops that had declared for him there and thofe of 
Albinus* in one of which, called by Herodian a battle, the 
generals of Severus were utterly defeated, and their troops 
difperfed p . This greatly alarmed him, and obliged him to 
quicken his march, after he had detached part of his troops to 
guaid the narrow paffes of the Alps* and prevent his competi- 
tor from entering Italy. In the mean time, the fenate de- 
// declared c | are j Jlhinus a public enemy; after which declaration, one 
a public €• ^Sluweria/ius, who kept a grammar-fchool at Rome* haftening 
nem y- jmo Caul, pafled himfelf there upon the inhabitants for a fe- 

nator fent by Severus to ratfe troops; 2nd having by this 
means got together a considerable body, he attacked and de- 
feated a detachment of Atbinus's horfe, and gained fome other 
fmall advantages ; which Severus no fooner knew, than he 
wrote to him as a Censor* believing him to be one, com- 
mended his zchI, and commiflioned him to levy what forces 
he could. Having therefore raifed a fmall army, he continu- 
ally hat raCcd Allinus's men, took many prifoners, and inter- 
cepted a ^rcut fum of money, which he fent to Severus. 
When i tus WuS defeated, he went to wait upon Severus* 
told him who he was; but defpifmg the great riches and ho- 
nours which the emperor offered him, lie accepted only a 
fmall pen lion, and retiring into the country, fpent the reft of 
his life in quiet and folitude 1. 
Severus In the beginning ot the following year, when Latermnus and 
marches *- Rufinus weie confute, Severus, having pafled the Alps in the 
gahtft him. rnidft of winter, approached Lyons, where Alhinus then refided, 

with a deiign to enter Italy early in the fpring. He was not 
a little alarmed at the fuddeii and unexpected arrival of Severus j 
however, having with incredible expedition drawn together 
his troops quartered in that neighbourhood, he fell upon Lu- 
pus, one of Severus 1 s generals, and defeated him with great 
Daughter r - Hereupon Severus^ advanced in perfon againft his 

A \ and Albinus not declining the challenge, both armies, 

paw near to Lnc number of one hundred and fifty thoufand men, were 
Lyons, drawn up on the nineteenth of February in the neighbourhood 

of Lye -s j, probably in the fpacious plain between that city and 
Trruoux- As the fate of the two commanders depended up- 
on this battle, and no lefs a reward was propofed for the con- 
queror than the Roman empire j as the Britijl) legions were 
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XlO' ways inferior cither in courage or experience to thofe of 
Itiyricum, and both armies expe&ed to fhare the fortune, 
wnatcver it was, of their generals ; the engagement was one 
of the moft ftiarp and bloody recorded in hiftory. After they 
had fought manv hours with a fury hardly to be exprcfied, 
without any confiderable advantage on either fide, Aibinus's 
Jeft wing was utterly defeated, and obliged to take {helcer in 
their camp, which the enemy entered in that coniuuon, and 
plundered ; but, on the other hand, his right wing, having 
drawn Sevcrus's men into certain ditches, which they had co- 
vered with earth, gained fo great an advantage over them, 
that the emperor himfeif, who flew to their afliftancc at the 
head of the prre:on?.n guards, was put into theutmoft confufion, 
and obliged, it we b^ifevc Herodian^io fave himfeif by flight, 
after having quitted, that he might not be known, all the 
badges of the imperial dignity f . Spartian writes, that he§ cvcrns - a 
was wounded, and believed dead by the army, who were for at 4 
creating another emperor in his room t ; and Dion Cajfius, that ^ ert 
his horfe was kiiled under him, arid be himfeif in imminent 
danger of lofing his life The fame author adds, that fee- 
inic ins men fly, he threw himfeif fword in hand upon the fu- 
gitives, and forced them to return to the charge; which they 
did with fuch fury, that the enemy, not able to withfland 
them, began to give ground; which Lrstus perceiving, 
fell upon them with the whole body of horfe under his com- 
mand, and completed their overthrow. Levtus had declined 
engaging lb Ion* as the victory continued doubtful, with a 
dehgn, as was fuppofed, of fetting up 101 himfel!, after the 
two parties had deftroved each 01 her w ; and hence it was, 
that S events 9 as Herodian informs us *, initead or rewarding 
him, as he did his other generals, put him loon after to 
death. Albinus's army, no longer able to keep the fkJj, Alhmut 
fled to Lyons, whither they were purfued by the conquerois \ inti-ei\<te 
who, entering the city with the fugitives, fir ft plundered \\,f t at t J and 
and then laid it in afhes y . Aib'inus, who had concealed kilLA. 
himfclr m a hnule on the Rhone, finding no means or 
making ids efcape, laid violent hands on himfeif 7 -. Thus 
Dion Cdjfiui. liut other authors write, that being tm r- 
rally wounded cither by himfeif, or fomc of his own men, he 
was brmu'ht in that condition to Scverus, in whole pic: •• 
he expired a . lie that as it will, Scveru* bjheld w:th 1 . .1. 
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pleafure the dead body o€ his competitor, rode over it feveral 
times, caufing his horfe to tread it underfoot, left it lying in 
its gore before his tent, tiil it was half putrifled, and torn in 
pieces by the dogs, and then ordered the poor remains of it 
to be thrown into the Rhone. The head he caufed to be cut 
off, and fent it to Rome, ordering it to be fet up there on a 
pole in the forum. He pardoned at firft his wife and chil- 
dren ; but foon after, changing his mind, he caufed them to 
be inhumanly mailacred, and their bodies to be thrown into 
the river. The whole family of Albinus, all his friends, and 
moil diftant relations, without diftinction of fex or age, were 
by Sever us 1 s orders barbaroufly flaughtered, and their eftates 
confifcated. Moft of the great men of Gaul and Spain , who 
had (hewn any attachment to Albinus, underwent the fame 
fate. By means of thefe murders and confiscations, he amaf- 
fed an immenfe treafure, inriched his foidiers, and, at his 
death, left greater wealth to his children, than any prince had 
done before him 

After this victory, all the cities that had declared for Al- 
binus, were foon reduced, and the inhabitants punifhed, fome 
with death, fome with the confifcation of their eftates ; fo 
that Severus, feeing all quiet in Gaul, and likewife in Britain, 
which he divided into two provinces, fet out for Rome, lead* 
ing with him his victorious army. His approach filled the 
city with terror and difmay, thofe who had favoured Albinus, 
expecting no better treatment than the friends of that unfor- 
Severua** tunate commander had met with in Gaul. Their apprehen- 
letttr to were heightened by a letter which Severus wrote to the 

the fenate. fenate, when he fent the head of Albinus to Rome ; for in that 

letter he complained of their affection to Albinus, as if they 
had all privately favoured and alBfted his declared enemy ; 
reproached them with ingratitude ; cried up the conduct and 
government of Commodus, whom he had never mentioned 
before but as a tyrant and monfter ; and, in fpeaking of the 
head of Albinus, ufed this cxpreflion ; / fend it to you, that 
you may thereby know you have provoked me, and fee with your 
eyes the effetts of my refentment. Both the fenate and people 
were thundcr-ftrucic with this letter ; they expected nothing 
but a general maffacrc,' the more, becaufe they were inform- 
ed, that Severus had feized the papers of Albinus, and by that 
means difcovered all bis friends and conefpondents. How- 
ever, as he drew near, the fenate went out to meet him, and 
received him with all poflihle demonstrations of joy, attended 
hirn to the capital, and thence to the palace ; where he ordered 
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great fums to be diftributed among the people and foldiery. 
The next day he went to the fen ate, and there read a fpeech 
filled with bitter inve&ives againft the partisans of Albinus ; 
produced the letters that had been written to him ; com- 
mended the cruelties of Sylfa, of Marius, and of Augujlus y 
as necefiary precautions 5 afcribed the ruin of Pompey^ and 
the death of Cetfar 9 to their unfeafonable clemency ; and 
mentioning Commodus^ ftyled him a god, and beftowed the 
high eft encomiums upon him ; adding, that none but infa- 
mous and abandoned wretches could cenfure or blame the 
conduct of fuch an excellent prince c . Having ended his 
fpeech, he returned to the palace, and filled the city with 
maffacres and bloodfhed. In a few days forty-two fenators, Hfc 
moft of whom had been confuls or praetors, were facrificed **** tn 
to his fury and revenge, and an incredible number of per Tons ^ #nic - 
of an inferior rank. Hersdian teHs us, that he cut off all 
thofe, who, on account of their birth or riches, bore any 
fway in the fenateor the provinces. Many were condemned 
and executed upon bare fufpicions, and many for no other 
crime, but that of being poffeffed of great wealth under a co- 
vetous and inhuman tyrant d . While the city was yet float- 
ing in blood, he went to the fenate, and, out of hatred to the 
fenators, caufed them to rank Commodusj with the ufual cere- 
monies, among the gods, to appoint pricfts, and inftitute an 
annual feftival to his honour. He condemned Narciffus y the 
famous wreftler, who had ftrangled him, to be devoured by 
the wild hearts, and fpared none who were iufpc&ed of hav- 
ing been any-ways privy to his death e . After Severus had 
fpent fome months at Rome, and there cut off, not only the 
partisans o{ Albinus 9 but fuch as gave him the leaft umbrage, Q oes tHt9 
he took leave of the fenate, and, with his two fons Caracalla the eaft f 
and Geta y fet out for the eaft, with a defign to make war up- make war 
on the Partbiansy who, under the conduct of their king Vo- upon the 
(ogefes 9 had made themfeives matters of great part of Mefopo- Parthian*. 
tamia. He imbarqued with his army at Brundufium, and 
arriving in Syr/a, marched ftrait to Nifibis in Mcfopotamia^ 
whence the Parthians retired into their own country upon 
the firft news of his approach. He was met on his march by 
Augarus, or Abgarus y king of Ofrhocne, who ftyled him his 
prince and protector, deliver*! up to him his children as hof- 
tages, and fupplied him with a confideraMe body of archers, 
to be employed in his intended expedition againft the Par- 
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thians f. The following year, Tib. Saturninus and C. Cal- 
lus being confuls, Severus having made vaft preparations for 
the war againft the Parthians y began his inarch about the 
end of the fummer, judging the autumn the moft proper fea- 
fon for that expedition. He followed the courfe of the £«- 
pbrateS) the greater part of his army being conveyed down in 
boats, and the reft marching on the banks of the river. To 
pafs from the Euphrates into the Tigris y he caufed the canal 
Nuharmalcha y made formerly by Adrian^ to be clean fed, and 
by that means arrived in a fhort time at Seleucia and Babylon ; 
both which places he found abandoned by the enemy, and 
He takes took without oppofition. Thence he advanced to CteJiphon y 
Se cucta, the metropolis of the Parthian dominions ; w hich he inverted, 
Babylon, and took after a laborious fieg«, during which, his foldiers, 
and Ctefi want of provifions, were obliged to feed upon luch roots 
phon. as tJie y. j ouri( i| in the fields ; which bred various diftempers in 

the arm)'. However, the place was in the end forced to fur- 
render j but the king, who had fhut himfelf up in it, found 
means to make his clcape, attended by a fmall body of horfe ; 
which was a freat difappointment to Severus, The emperor 
gave up the city to be plundered by the foldiers, who put all 
the men to the fword ; but fpared the women and children, 
whom, to the number of one hundred thoufand, they fold for 
Hav es. After the reduction of Ctejiphon^ Severus wrote to 
the fenate, giving them a pompous account of his exploits, 
which he caufed to he represented in painting, and expofed to 
puldic view. The fenate decreed him a triumph, and ho- 
noured him with the title of Parthicus Maximus \ which is 
to be feen on feveral medals of the next and the following 
OracaTla yeirs R . Spartian tells us, that the army, in the tranfports 
j.i.iJe a c ,f c j ie j r j Q y f or t h c reduction of Ctejxpbon, proclaimed Cara- 
yt'tner of t77 //^ t j lc emperor's eldeft fon, his partner in the fove reign 
toe empire, p., v r? aru j AC t ^ c f arne time gave the title of Cafar to his 

lecon ] fon Geta k ; which honours *vere afterwards confirm- 
ed to both by the fenate. Caracal/a had entcied the eleventh 
year of his age on the fourth of April of this year 198. Se- 
vjrus? not thinking it advifeable either to keep Ctejiphon^ or 
purine Vologefcs^ fet out on his return into Syria about the 
beginning: of winter, loaded with bootv. He is fuppofed to 
have concluded a treaty with the Parthians ; for we read of 
no wars be: ween them and the Romans till eighteen years af- 
ter, and Valogejes reigned peaceably to his death, which hap- 
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pened after that of Sewrus l . While Sever us was thus cm- 
ployed in the eaft, fome difturbances arofe in Britain* where "Jf£%?' 
the Caledonians, taking up arms, invaded the Roman domi- 
nions, committing every-where dreadful ravages. Lupus> 
whom Sever us had appointed governor of Britain, not find- 
ing himfelf in a condition to make head againft that warlike 
nation with the troops he had with him, and well knowing 
that Sever us could not fend him timely afliftance, was forced 
to purchafe a peace of the enemy, and, with large fums, re- 
deem the Roman territories from their daily incurlionc k . 

The following year, when P. Cornelius Aullinus and M. 
Aufidius Front* were confuls, Severus, on his march back in- 
to Syria, attacked the city of Atra, Bar/emus, king of that 
place, having formerly fent confiderable fuccours to Niger ; 
but was obliged to abandon the entcrprize, after having loft 
a great many men, and moft of his warlike engines About 
this time, S events caufed two officers of great diftin&ion to be 
put to death, viz. Julius Crifpus, tribune of the praetorian Latus 
guards, and Latus, one of his bed generals ; the former for murdend. 
faying, that Severus expofed his troops wantonly to dan- 
gers, and obliged them to undergo great hardlhips only to fa- 
tisfy h4s piivate ambition and vanity, Latus's crime was, 
according to Herodian, his having acled with treachery in 
the battle of Lyons, as we have related above. But Dion 
Coffins, who commends him, both as an excellent citizen and fol- 
dier, tells us that Sever us put him to death, for no other rea- 
fon but becaufe he was greatly beloved by the foldiers, which 
the jealous emperor could not bear m . After he had al- Severus 
lowed fome relpitc to his harrafled troops, and amafied an im- attacks the 
menf'e quantity of provisions and warlike engines, he re- city •/ 
turned before the city of Atra ; but all his efforts againft that ^ lra , ; 
pJace proving unfuccefsful, he was forced to raife the fiege *i*M*g'J 
anew, having loft, during the eighteen days it Jafted, moft of ra 'f* tb * 
his machines, and an incredible number of men n . Thus did 
one city bafHe all the attempts of "Trajan and Severus, the two 
greatefr commanders among the Roman emperors, as it did af- 
terwards thole of Artaxerxes, who, about the year 226. rc- 
eftablifhed the Perfian on the ruin of the Parthian empire. 
Severus fpent moft part of the following year, when Tib. 
Claudius Swrus was couful the fecond time, with C, Aufidius 

, in fearching after fuch of Niger's partizans as had 
not yet been difcovered, and in gleaning, to ufe the cxprc/Iion 
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of Tcrtullian o, after the vintage. Many perfons of dif- 
tin&ion, who believed themfelves to be fafe, were on this oc- 
cafion feized and condemned without mercy, fuch efpecially 
as gave the tyrant any umbrage on account of their birth or 
riches ? . The next year, when L. Annius Fabianus and 
M. Nonius Mucianus were confuls, Sever us gave the manly 
robe to his elded fon, though he was then but fourteen years 
old, and named him conful with himfelf for the year follow- 
ing. They both entered upon their confulfhip in Syria ; and 
Severus ° n t ' lat occa ^ lon ^ c emperor gave a largefs to the foldiers. 
a///&j Ara- ^ everus wcn *> during his confulfhip, into Arabia, and from 
bia Pale- t ' lence ^ nt0 Pale/line, where he remitted the taxes with 
fline, E- w hi°h he had loaded the inhabitants for their fteady adherence 
gyp t, CSV. t0 Niger, While he was in Palejiine, he publifhcd an edi£i, 

forbidding, under the fevereft penalties, the fubje£te of the 
empire to embrace either the Jeiuifl) or Chrijlian religion ; 
which gave rife to the fifth general perfecution* 1 . From Pa- 
hftine he pafled into Egypt, where he vifited the tomb of Pom- 
fey the Great, and then purfued his rout to Alexandria, to 
which city he granted a public council or fenate ; a mark of 
diltindtion which they had often begged in vain of other em- 
perors r . During his flay in Egypt, he vifited all the cities, 
and viewed with great attention the curiofities of that ancient 
kingdom, efpecially the pyramids, the labyrinth, the ftatue of 
Memnon, Sec. He examined with great care the books he 
found in the temples, and caufed fuch of them as contained 
any fecret knowledge to be conveyed into the fepulchre of 
Alexander the Great, which he ordered to be fhut up, that no 
one might for the future either fee the body of that prince, or 
pcrufc thofe books f . 

VsTotf^ ^ HE nSXC confuIs v weSep!imius Geta, the emperor's bro- 
4», t ^ er ' anc ^ Fulvius Plautianus, his great favourite. Some 

writers call rlautianus the emperor s kinfman > others fay, 
that he was only his countryman, being a native of Africa, 
aj vv.;l. Sev:r; t -s B c that as it will, all agree, that he was of 
a very mean uc/ccnt ; and fomc add, that in his youth he had 
been banifhed, for furring up and heading the populace in a 
{edition. However, the emperor favoured him above all the 
great men in Rome, and was lb pailionatc for him, that, not 
in converfation only, but in public, in his fpeeches to the fe- 
nate and penj-ic, l;e excited him more than Tiberius had ever 
done his favour;rc AW..v/j. He created him captain of the 
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praetorian guards, and fliared with him the power and wealth 
of the empire ; for Plautianus was faid to be poffeffed of as 
great riches as Sever us himfelf, and thought to be no lefs 
powerful j at leaft greater court was paid to his power, than 
to that of the emperor. The fenators and foldiers fwore by 
the fortune of Plautianus j public vows and facrifices were 
offered for his fafety, as if he had been emperor, and Rome 
was filled with his ftatues, moftly ere£ted by the authority of 
the fenate. His table was better ferved than the emperor's, 
and his equipage far more magnificent. As there was no ac- 
cefs to honours but through his favour, his houfe was con- 
ftantly crouded with fenators, knights, and great part of the 
people, all folicitors fot admiflion to Plautianus , who was 
harder of accefs than the emperor, Geta y the brother of 
Severus y and the emprefs Julia , flood no lefs in awe of him 
than the reft, well knowing, that his authority was of far 
greater weight than theirs. This exorbitant power was mod 
notorioufly abufed by the favourite minifter, who condemned, 
baniflied, and even put to death, many illuftrious perfons, 
whom he hated or fufpe&ed, without confulting the emperor, 
nay, without his knowledge ; for though whatever the em- 
peror faid or did was immediately carried to Plautianus^ yet 
Severus was quite unacquainted with the crimes and arbitrary 
proceedings cf his minilter ; and hence, looking upon him as 
a man without reproach, he continued to heap upon him all 
forts of honours. He had already diftinguilhcd him with 
the confular ornaments, and created him fenator, without re- 
moving him from the command of the pratorian guards \ 
and this year he not only appointed him conful, but, to the 
great furprife of Rome and the whole empire, declared his 
intention of marrying hiseldcft foil Caracalla to Fulvia Plan- 
tilla, the daughter of Plautianus ; which he did accordingly Severus 
this very year, foon alter his return to Rome ; for, having marrieshit 
fettled the affairs in the eaft, he arrived unexpectedly at Rome Jon Can- 
about the latter end of May, and, according to Herodian, cilia toth* 
entered the city in triumph *. Spartietn writes, that he dc- dauybtu of 
elined the triumph decreed him, becaufc he could not fit in the Plautianus 
triumphal chariot by reafonof the gout \ bu: fuffercd his l^n 
Caracal/a to triumph over the Jews, who I ad, it feems, re- 
volted, but had been again brought under fubjeflion by 
vcrus The emperor, upon his return, d.fhibuced immenfe 
funis among the foldiers and people, ten piece:; of gold a man 
more than any other prince had ever been known to L'ive, and 
added to this extraordinary largcfs mod magnificent Ihows, 
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which lafled fcvcn days w . When the (hows were over, the 
nuptiuls of Caracalla and Plauttila were celebrated with the 
mmoir. pump and magnificence. Dion CaJJxus writes, that 
whac Plautianus gave his daughter on this occafion, would 
have been a fufHcient dower for fifty queens ; and adds, that 
he appointed a hundred perfons of good families to attend her, 
whom he had for that purpofc privately caufed to be made eu- 
nuchs, the*' foine of them were married, and even had chil- 
dren ; which, as that writer obferves, highly provoked both 
the fenate and people againft him *. About this time, Seve- 
rns gave the manly robe to his fecond fun Geta, who 
had entered the fourteenth year of his age on the twen- 
ty- fevexuh of May of this year 203, the tenth of his 
father's reign The following year, L. Fabius Sep- 
th/iitts Gilo being conful the fecond time -with L* Ltbo, the 
emperor, notwithstanding his great kindnefs for Plautianus^ 
being offended at the great number of flutucs erected to him 
Theempe- j n ail the public places of the city, caufed fome of them to be ta- 
ror orden k en d own . Hereupon a report being fprcad, that he was 

difgraced* feveral governors of provinces, looking upon him 
tlTd* 0 'already as a public enemy, caufed his Itatucs to be pulled down 

do<wn * n l ^ clT g° vernmer *t s * h u t paid dear for their over-hairy 

zeal, fome of them being deprived of their employments, 
and other* tried by the fenate and condemned to banifhment. 
Among the latter was Racius Conjlans, governor of Sardinia , 
who was tried by the emperor in perfon, in conjunction with 
Dion C'iffius an J feveral other fenators- Sever us on this oc- 
calion folemnly declared, that he would never fuffer the leaft 
affront or injury to be offered with impunity to Plautianus ; 
but ncverthelefs, before a year was over, he changed his fen- 
timents, and fuffcred him to be put to death in his prefence. 
Caracalla His ruin was chiefly owing to Caracalla 5 who, not able to bear 
tbeoccafion with the haughty and imperious temper of his wife Plautilla y 
•J his ruin, hated both her and his father-in-law Plautianus, openly de- 
claring, that if ever he obtained the fovcrcign power, they 
ihould both form feel the effects of his reiemmcnt. Hereupon 
Plautianus relolved to be before- hand with him, not doubt- 
ing, but upon his death he fhould be able to fcize the empire 
for himfelf, js Severus was now lirick.cn in years, and troubled 
with the gout. In the mean time, t'/V/.v, the emperor's brother, 
being taken ill, and finding there was no hope of his recovcrv, 
defired to fee Severus before he did, and acquainted him with 
the haughty, imperious, and tyrannical, conduit of his favou- 
rite miniirer. Thenceforth the emperor began to look upon him 

w D10.I. Ixxvi. p. 859, 860. llfifton. ibid, * Dio p. 859. 
' Vic. Scv, p, 69. 

with 



Chap. 22. The Roman Hiftory. 61 

with a jealous eye, and to leflfen by degrees his overgrown 
power ; which he was no fooner spprifed of, thin he refol- 
ved to exert the authority he dill enjoyed, and fecure, by the 
murder, both of the emperor and hi? fon, the foveicignry to 
himfelf j at lead Saturninus, one of the tribunes of the prae- 
torian guards, declared to Sfverusj that Plant ia^us had char- 
ged him to affaflinate them both, and (hewed him his orders 
in writing. Herodian 2 and Ammianus AAarctliinus * feem 
jiot to queftion in the lcall the truth of his depofition ; but 
Dim Cajjlus looks upon the whole as a contrivance of Car a- 
calla to deltrey Plautia:ua* whofe haughty behaviour he could 
no longer brook b. Be that as it will, they all agree, that 
Plautianus, coming to the palace of his own accord, or fent 
for by the emperor, as Dion will have it, and entering 
the emperor's room, where Carocalla then was, in order 
to clear himfelf from the crime laid to his charge, the young 
prince ruihed upon him with a great fury, fnatched his 
(word from his fide, which he wore as captain of the 
guards, and ordered thofe who were pre fent to difpatch ff e j s mUfm 
him, being prevented by the emperor, who began to^ erf( /^y^j 
relent, from doing it himfelf. His body was caft into the orders* 
flrect ; but foon after taken, by the emperor's orders, and 
interred «. Sever us immediately aficmblcd the fenutc but 
without uttering any invectives againft Plautionus, only be- 
wailed the unhappy lot of mankind, flnce fome loved to 
excefs, and others abufed the love that was (hewn them. Ke 
did not feem to believe, fays Dion Coffins, that Plautianus 
had ordered the tribune to murder him ; but neverthelefs 
profecuted, and condemned, either to death or banifhment, 
all his friends and creatures. His d«iii"htcr Plautilla and his 
brother Plautius were banifhed to the iJland of Llporis, where 
they were murdered by order of CracalLi, (bun after his nc- 
ceffion to the empire d . Herodian writes, that they were ba- 
nifhed to Sicily , and there generoufly fup ported by Severn* 
during his life-time e . This year, the 957th of Rom-, the 
204th of the chriftian sera, and the tweitth of the reign of 
Sevrrus, were celebrated with cxtraordinaty pomp the fccular 
games f. 

The next confuls were the emperor's two (ov.s v C^ r °colui 9 
the fecond tim?, and G*ta, the firih During their adminifha- 
tion, Sever us continued either at Rome, or in the neighbour- 
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hood, and applied himfelf wholly to the adminiftration of 
juftice, which he did with great impartiality, following there- 
Papinia- in the advice of the celebrated civilian Papinianus, whom 
nus made he appointed captain of the guards ; for at this time the 
captainof c h[ e f province of that officer was to decide law-fuits with the 
the guards. cm p eror ^ or j n hj s name. papinianus in the difcharge of 

this important office, employed as his counfellors Paulus and 
Ulpianus, two men eminently acccmplilhed in the know- 
S everus pledge of the laws. As the empire now enjoyed a profound 
forms few- peace, Severus was at Jeifure to reform many abufes j which 
ralabufes, he did accordingly : but is blamed by mod of the antients on 
enafis good account of his exceflive feverity, efpecially by the emperor 
laws, &c. Julian* who thinks his cruel inflexibility, as he ftyles it, his 

greateft fault K ; for he never pardoned the leaft tranfgreffion. 
He enacted feveral laws, which are mightily cried up, by the 
writers of thofe times, as equally juft and neceflary. Many 
of them are ftill extant in the Code. He allowed no power 
to his f reedmen ; nor would he fuffer the fenate to diffinguifh 
them with any honours. He chofe for governors of the 
provinces men of unblemifhed characters, and was always 
ready to hear with great patience the complaints of his peo- 
ple. No prince ever managed the public money more fru- 
gally ; and by that means he left the exchequer exceeding rich 
at his death, though he had found it quite empty, and had 
been engaged in feveral cxpenfive wars. When he died, corn 
was found in the public granaries fufficicnt to fupply the city 
for feven years, and oil in the ftore-houfes, which he built at 
a vaft charge, for the confumption of five years, reckoning not 
only the city of Rome, but all the places in Italy that pro- 
duced no oil. He even left wherewithal to fupply for ever the in- 
digent people of Rome with a certain quantity of oil every dav, 
which was in part to be fent yearly by the inhabitants of 
Libya Tripciitana % who of their own accord fubmitted to that 
burden cut of regard to Severus, who was of the fame pro- 
vince, and had obliged them by utterly extirpating a neigh- 
bouring nation, that often invaded their country and laid 
w.:fte their fields h . But this contribution proving in piu- 
cefs of imc very burdenfome to them. Conftantine 1 emitted 
it. St vends repaired mod of the public edifices of Rw>c y 
and railed an incredible number of new ones in Roitu\ in 
.wra! ,c- Aitioch, in Al*xa>.dria, in Vr^mtium, and in molt of the 
tatenput gi cat cities of the empire. The following year, when Wnm- 
to ticath. miUi yflb.nus and Fulvius /EuAiianus were conluls, was ic- 
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markable for th« death of many illuftrious fenators, inhu- 
manly maffacred by the emperors orders. Among thefe 
were ghtintillus Fiautlanus and Apronianus^ both perfons of 
unblemiftied ihara&ers and of great authority in the fenatc, 
but hated by the emperor on account of their illufti ious birth 
and extraordinary accomplifiiments. They were both ac- 
cufed of having confulted the aftrologers about the death of 
Severusy and their own fate, and condemned, without lb 
much as being heard. Babius Marcellinus^ another fenator 
of great diftinction, was condemned by the fenate, and that 
inftant hurried to execution, upon the depofition of a fingle 
evidence, who charged him with having liftened while Apro- 
nianus was confulting the aftrologer. The evidence had been 
fuborned by Pollenius Sebennus^ who was himfclf foon after 
condemned at the fuit of the people of Noricum, whom he 
had tyrannically opprefled, while he governed that province *. 
The following year, when Aper and Maxim us were confuls, *~ e " ri * 
the northern inhabitants of Britain invaded the Roman ter- ^>mrevott 
ritories, and, putting to flight the legions that guarded them, 
committed every- where molt dreadful ravages. Virtus Lupus , 
then governor, or, as XJlpian calls him, prefident of Britain, 
not thinking himfelf in a condition to vvithfland the enemy, 
retired before them, and in the mean time acquainted the 
emperor with the ftate of affairs in that province ; who, 
apprehending that the whole ifland, unlefs awed by a powerful 
army, would foon revolt and lhake off the yoke, refolved to 
go thither in perfon j and accordingly, having made the ne- 
ceflary preparations for this expedition, he fet out for Bri- 
tain the enfuing year, while his two fons were confuls, Ca- 
racalla % the third time, and Geta* the fecond. Before he Geta in- 
left Rome, he invefted his fun Geta with the tribunitial power, wefied 
and conferred upon him the tide of Augujlus y which he had with the 
beftowed three years before on his cldcit Ion Caracalla j tribunitial 
Co that there were now three Augujius's at a time, which had power and 
iicver happened before. The emperor took both his fons declared 
with him, being glad of that opportunity to remove them Au S ut us - 
from Ro/nc 9 where they abandoned thcmfelves to idlcnefs and 
debauchery, and to inure them to the toils and fatigues of 
war. The Britons were no fooner informed of his arrival in 
their ifland, than, dreading his power, they lent embafladors 
to him, oft'erin^ t»> fubmit upon honourable terms. Sew us Severu&'j 
detained the embailadurs till he was ready to take the field, and expedition 
then difinililJ them, without granting them their requeil. inn IJri- 
He paft the firft winter, ic feems, in the fouthern parts of tain. 
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Britain, whence he marched early hi the fprmg of the en- 
fuing year, when Pompeianus and Avitus were confuls, againft 
the Maatcc, who bordered on the Roman dominions, and 
the Caledonians j who dwelt more to the north. No battle 
was fought in ihis expedition ; but neverthelefs, what by the 
enemy's am'.ufcades, what by the hardfhips the Roman foldiers 
underwent, and the toils they endured in cutting down woods, 
building bridges, and drying marfhy grounds, fifty thoufand 
of therrt are fa id to have perifhed k . Hcrodian writes, that 
the Caledonians inceftantly harrafled the army on their march, 
attacked them unexpectedly, cut many thoufands of them in 
pieces, and then retired into their fens and woods, whither 
the Romans could not follow them l . The emperor, though 
flricken in years and troubled with the gout, purfued his 
painrul march, furmounting with great chearfulncfs all diffi- 
cukics, till j'v: reached the mott dirtant and northern coafts 
B»0W- of the iiland, laying the country wafte fdr and wide, and 
runs thi putting all to fire and (word ; infomuch, that the Caledonians 
whole were in the end obliged to pu rebate a peace, by yielding to 
ifiani. tlie Roma. is p.nt cf their country, and delivering up their 

arm?. Dim Cajfius adds, that Severus during his (lay in 
the moft northern parts of Britain, obferved with great 
exa&nefs the length of the days and nights, of the 
fummer and winter « * which he could not do, without 
contin uing there, that is, in the north of Scotland, at leaft 
fix months. Having thus concluded a peace with the Cale- 
donians, he returned to the fouthern parts of Britain, where 
he had left his fon Gcta to adminifter juftice during his ab- 
sence. For this expedition he was honoured by the tenate 
with the title of Britannicus Maximus, and his two fons with 
that of Britannicus n . 
Bis nvall Severus fpent great part of the following year, when 
in Britain. Man. Acilius Faujlintts and Triarius Rufinus were confuls, 

in building a wall in Britain from fea to fca, to fecurc his 
conquefls and p:*.rt the Roman territories from thofe of the 
more northern Brians not fubjeft to Rome. No mention 
of this will is made cither by Dion Oajjius or Hcrodian, 
who lived at that time, and give us a verv particular account 
of the exploits of Severus in Britain. However, Spurt ian 
fpcalcs of it and calls it the chief ornament or' Severus's reign, 
nay, he pretends that on account or this wall he was ho- 
noured by the fenate with the ii tic of Britannicus °. There is 
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a great difagreement among authors, both as to the nature 

of this work and its fituation. Some writers take it to have 
been a wall, and others only a ditch, fortified on the Roman 
fide with a rampart and palifades. Spartian ftyles it a wall 
or ditch p. Orofius fuppofes it to have been a ditch defended 
by a rampart and a great number of towers at a fmall diftance 
from each other Bcda thinks it was a wall, built not with 
ftone but turf, and fupported by a rampart and (harp flakes 
driven deep into the ground r . The fame writer is of op]- In what 
nion, that it was raifed by Severus in the fame place where place it 
a new wall was built by the Romans about the middle of ™as built. 
the fifth century, when they intirely abandoned the ifland ; 
that is, fo far as we can judge from the context, on the 
ifthmus, which he defcribed before, between the friths of 
Forth and Clyde r. Buchanan likewife places this wall on 
the fame ifthmus * ; and adds, that, in his time, fome remains 
of it were ftill to be feen. On the other hand, Gambdcn main- 
tains Severn's wall to have flood a great wav more to the 
fouth, that is, between the mouth of the Tyne and Sokvay 
frith. The learned Ufoer is of the fame opinion, and alledges 
very ftrong reafons to fupport it ;v . However, we cannot 
perfuade ourfelves, that Severus^ after having marched from 
one end of the ifland to the other, and obliged the enemies of 
Ro?ne to yield to him part of their country, fnould have aban- 
doned to them a confiderable portion of the Reman dominions, 
viz* the countries lying between Northumberland or Cumber- 
Ia?:dy and the friths of the Forth and Clyde. For that thefe 
countries belonged to the Romans before Scverus's time, Uficr 
himfelf owns, and maintains *, that Antonius built his wall on 
the above-mentioned ifthmus. We do not find, that the 
northern Britons feized any part of the Roman dominions in 
the reign of M. Aurclius, nor in that of Ccmmodus ; for 
though they parted the wall in the time of Commodus, yet the/ 
were driven back by Ulpius Marcellus, and reftrained within 
their antient bounds, that is, according to U/her, within tin; 
two abovementioned friths. Is it therefore probable, that 
Severus thus curtailed the Roman empire, rind abandoned to 
the barbarians, as they are called by the Ro man writ ers, fuch 
an extenfive country, after having, at imme nfe charge, and 
with the lofs of fifty thonfand men, ohii-rcd ihcm to yield 
part of theirs ? Defidcs, Spcnt'un tells us, in cxpieis word*, 
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that Scvcrus's wall reached from fea to fea j and Euiropius* 
that it was but thirty-two miles in length * ; which proves, 
that it ftood on the abovementioned ifthmus, and could (rand 
in no other pa t of the whole ifland. Severus 9 having ended 
his wall, retired with his army to Eboracum^ now York: 
where lie was feized with, a lingering diftemper, octafioned, 
as was believe (J, by his grief and affliction for the wicked life 
of his eldefl foil, who, notwithstanding the extraordinary af- 
fection Stvcrus had ever fhewn him, had, during the lateex- 
Caracalla pedition, with a boldnefs hardly to be matched, attempted to 
attempts to murder him in the fight of the whole army. For while the 
muvtier bis emperor, at the head of his troops in battle array, was con- 
father. eluding a treaty with the Britons and receiving their arms, 

Car a cat. W, who flood behind him, drawing unexpectedly his 
fworJ, in the fight both of the Roman and Britijh army, ad- 
vanced to (tab him, and would have put his wicked defign in 
execution, had he not been deterred from it by the outcries 
of thofe who ftood next to the emperor. Sevcrus, turning 
about that inftant, faw his fon with a naked fword in his hand j 
but, without betraying the leaft lurprife, or uttering a fingie 
word, purfued the bufmefs in hand, received the arms of the 
Britonsy and figned the treaty. When he returned to his 
tent, he :*cnt for his fon ; and, in the prefence of Papinianus y 
captain of the guards, and Cajlor his chief chamberlain, firft 
reproached him with his black and wicked attempt ; then 
offering him a drawn fword, 44 If your ambition to reign 
44 alone prompts you, faid he, to imbrue your hands in the 
4 * blood of your father, execute your impious purpofe rather 
44 in this place, than in the fight of the whole world, and in 
44 the prefence both of our friends and enemies : if you are 
44 not yet abandoned to fuch a degree as to murder your fa- 
4t i her with your own hand, order Papinianus to commit 
ct the parricide : you arc emperor; he muff, obey you *. " 
Wc do not find, that Caracalla was touched with remorfe, or 
any -ways affccled, by this fpcech. 

The following year, when Gentianm and Bajfus were 
The Mu:a- con '" u ''j tnc Altratte and Caledonians , undci ftanding that the 
tic and emperor was indtfpofed and not in a condition to take the 
Calcdoni- field, without any regard to the late treaty, flew to arms ; 
ans revolt, and aflembling their forces, attempted to pafs the new wall, 

and invade the Roman dominions ; which fo provoked Stvc- 
tusy that lie ordered Caracalla to lead the whole army again ft 
the enemy, and, entering their country anew, to put all he 
met to the fwoid, without diftin&ion of fex or age. The 
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young prince, feeing himfelf, contrary to his expectation, in- 
trufted with fo great a command, made it his whole ftudy to Caracalfa 
debauch the officers and foldicrs, with a defign to depofe his a j lef ^ t !. t9 
father. Many tribunes and centurions, hearkening to him, * e f°f e ™ 
publicly declared, before the army fet out from York^ that'*' * ?r * 
they would no longer obey an old man, worn out with infir- 
mities, lame, and difabled by the gout from marching at their 
bead, and discharging the duties of an emperor. Thcfe 
fpeeches were foon carried to Sever us , who, immediately 
fummoning the army to affemble, caufed himfelf to be taken 
up, and placed upon his tribunal ; whence, in moft bitter 
terms, he reproached with folly, ingratitude, and treachery, 
fuch of the officers as had feconded the wicked attempts of his 
fon ; ordered them all to be beheaded that inftant in his pre- 
sence ; and then, addrefling himfelf to the army, flruck with 
terror and difm3y at the fight of fo many executions, afked 
them with an imperious and majeftic air, whether they were 
yet Satisfied, that the head ruled, and not the feet a ? Some 
writers tell us, that he would at the fame time have put his fon 
to death, had he not been diverted from it by the captains of 
the guards b ; others, on the contrary, fay, that the captains 
of the guards aJvifed him to deliver himfelf, by the death of 
his unnatural fan, from the dangers that threatened him, but 
that he could not by any means prevail upon himfelf to follow 
their advice «. After this, his diftemper being greatly in- 
creafed by the uneafinefs of his mind, he was foon reduced to 
the Iaft extremity ; when he font for his two fons, caufed the 
Speech of Mieipfa to his children, in Snllujl y to be read to 
them, exhorted them to concord and unity, and recom- 
mended to them this tyrannical maxim ; to in rich the foldiers, 
and gain their affections, without caring whether they were 
beloved or hated by the reft of their fubjc£ts d . When he 
found his end approaching, he cried out, / have been every 
things and every thing is nothing c . Then ordering the ura 
to be brought to him, in which iiis aflies were to be inclofcd, 
Little wr«, fa id he, yon fluill contain one, for whom the whole 
world ivas too little f. J V- fore he expired, he ordered the golden 
flatue or Fortune, which always flood in the emperor's room, 
to be canied into the rooms, firft of his eldeft, and then of his 
youngeft, fon A . As his pains increafed, efpccially in his 
feet, he called for poifon ; hut no one daring to adminifter it 
to him, he is laid to have giucted himfelf with coarfc meats, 

» Vit. Sev. p. 71. Aur. Vict. b\'it. Caracall. p. 89. 

cDio Mxxvip 80S. ^!o.p 863. e Vii. Sev. p. 73. 
- Dio. p 869. g Vir.Sev. p. 74. 

1 2 which 



i 



6S The Roman Hi/lory'. Book III. 1 

Sevcrus which foonput an end to his life He died at York on the 
diss. fourth of February of the year 211, after having lived, ac- 
cording to ZXs/i Cajffius ', fixty-five years, nine months, and 
twenty-five d.iys, and reigned feventeen years, eight months, 
and tnree days. His body was burnt at York with great fo- 
lemnity, and his allies conveyed by histwofons to Rctne, in 
a gulden urn, or as others will h.ive it, in an urn of porphyry. 
It"wjs received in all the provinces with extraordinary pomp, 
and dep fired at Rome in the (lately maufoieum*of the emperor 
Adrian, He was foon after ranked among the gods,with the ufual 
H/j cba- ceremonies, cIlTci ibed at length by Herodian ' : . Sevcrus was, 
rafter. without all doubt, a perfon of moft extraordinary parts ; but all 

good qualities were quite eclipfed by his exceflive cruelty and 
his inlatiable avarice. Some v/riters endeavour to excufe his 
cruelty, which they r oftcn with the name of fevcrity, and 
pretend, that, without violent remedies, the many evils that 
had long, prevailed in the Irate could never have been rooted 
out. It was f;iil of him, if Spartian is to be credited, as it had 



been toi inerly faid of Jitgujins^ That be ought never to have 
been iyrn, or never to have died. He was, according to the 
fame writer, greatly efteemed, nay, and generally loved, after 
h's dear!?, when no one dreaded his cruelty, and all felt the 
cffccLs of his excellent regulations l . Galen tells us, that his 
greatcft pieafure was to do good to all ; and adds, that he 
J;epi coullantly by him a great ftore of treacle, and other ex- 
penfivc remedies, to relieve fuch as wanted them \ by which 
means he faved the lives of many perfons, namely of Ant if a- 
ter 9 his Greek fecietaty ; of the fon of Pifo, to whom Galen 
inferibed hi* treatifeon treacle - y and of a lady of diflinciion, 
named Arr:a 9 for whom Sevcrus had a particular value, be- 
caufc flic applied herfelf to the fludy of philofophy and the 
reading of Plato™. But after all, the mult we can f:«y in 
his commendation is, that Sevcrus del*., ves to be lankcJ a- 



jnong great, but not among the good, princes. Of the 
wrm-iy, v\hn flnuiiihed in his reign, we ihall give an account 
h, u.r note ('M). 

Sevcrus 
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Severus was fuccceded by his two fons Bajfianus and Geta 9 Is fuceeed 
whom he had invefted with the fovereign ppwer, during his ed by his 

life-time, fi™ Cara- 

call a and 

of his reign (59) ; and Vigor fpeaks of it as an elegant and judicious Gcta. 
performance. It has been long fince loft. The fophifl Antipater 9 
a native of Hierapo/is in JJia, wrote likewife the hiilory of Se<verus*% 
reign, and was for that work firft appointed the emperor's Greek 
feeretary, afterwards charged with the care of educating his two 
fons, Caracada and Geta ; then honoured with the eonfullhip ; and 
laftly, preferred to the government of Bitbynia ; from which em- 
ployment he was foon removed, on account of his exceflive 
cruelty (60). His hiilory has not reached our times. Galen, the 
prince of phyficians, was Hill alive in Severn's time ; for he lived, 
according to Suidas, feventy years (61). He was a native of Per- 
gamus, and the fon of one Nico, a celebrated architect and geometri- 
cian. He was likewise well verfed in the other branches of mathe- 
matics, and pretended to underftand and teach the Greek tongue in 
its greateft purity. His fon Claudius Gal emu was born in the year 
131, the fifteenth of Adrian's reign, as appears from F. Labbe, who 
collected out of Galen's works, and publiflied in 1660, all the 
paffages in which that writer makes any mention of himfelf (62). 
He came to Rome while L. Verus was making war upon the Par- 
thian* in the eaft, being at that time thirty-two or thirty-three 
years old (63). He ftaid in Rome about three years, and then re- 
turned to his own country ; whence, three or four years after, he 
was invited into Italy by M. Aurelius y that is, about the end of 
the year 169. He refufed to attend that prince into Germany, and 
continued at Rome, where he is fuppofed to have fpent the remain- 
ing part of his life. He left behind him a great many works on 
different fubjetts, viz, on phyfic, rhetoric, philofophy, and fome 
grammatical pieces (64). Jonjjius takes the trcatife on treacle noc 
to be his, becaufe he does noc mention it among his other works 
(6^ ). The fame writer maintains the bijlory of the philofophers, af- 
cribed to Galen, to be nothing eife but the five books of Plutarch 
upon the opinions of philofophers (66). Some find fault with Galen 
for crying down all thole of his profeffion, who in his time were in 
any repute at Rome (67). Diogenes Laertius, the author of the 
lives of the philofophers comprifed in ten books, flounfhed, accord- 
ing to Voffius, under Antoninus Pius ; but, according to Jonjjius, 
whofe conjectures feem to us better grounded, under Severus (uo). 
He was a native, as Jonjjius conjectures, of Laertes, a Inuiil city of 
Cilicia, and thence took the fur name or" La:} tins. After he lud 
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life-time, and by his laft will appointed to reign jointly after 
his death. The former, commonly known by the nickname 

of 

taken great pains to inform himfelf of the different tenets of the va- 
rious feels of philofophers, he embraced the worftof all, that is, the 
Epicurean. His work is greatiy efteemed by the learned, but in 
many places ltrangely corrupted. Cafoubon afcribes many of the 
fauits, which are to be found in the work, to the author himfelf; 
who, according to him, wanted either memory, judgment, or time, to 
digeft the materials which he had collected (69 V Before he wrote the 
lives of the philofophers, he pubiifhed a great number of epigrams 
in all kinds of verfes, which he ftyled Pammetra, that is, all forts of 
jneafures(7o). Neftor, a native of Laranda in Lycaonia, flou rimed, 
according to Suidas ( 7 1 ) , under Scverus, and wrote feveral Greek 
poems. Pi fonder y who in the reign of the emperor Alexander, 
wrote fame hiftories, or rather fables, in Greek verfe. was his fon. 
Hermocrates y the fophift, would have proved the mo ft eloquent ora- 
tor of his age, had he had time to improve his extraordinary ta- 
lents ; but he died in the twenty-eighth year of his age. Sevcrus 
often heard him. and with great pleafure. The emperor obliged 
him, while he was in the eaft, to marry the daughter of the fophift 
Antifater ; but he divorced her foon after (72) Julius Titianus, 
the father of the orator of the fame name, who was preceptor to 
the fon of ,\:axitninus % about the year 23$, publiflied many pieces 
mightily cried up by the anticnts ; and among the reft a defcrip- 
tion of all the provinces of the empire ; and a book of letters, in 
which he imitated the ftyle of Cicero ; for he had an extraordinary 
talent in imitating the different ftyles of authors, and was thence 
called the ape of his row (73). C Julius Solinus, whofe defcription 
of the earth, under the title of Polyhiftrr, has reached us, flouri/h- 
cd, according to fome writers, under Sever us ; but others, with 
Foffsus, are quite at a Iofs about the time in which that author 
wrote. All we know for certain is, that he lived after Pliny the 
cider, and before St # Jerom ; that is, after the firft century, and 
before the end of the fourth 74V Dodzvel obferves, that no au- 
thor quotes him before the fourth century ; and concludes from 
fome conjectures, that he flourished after Ceti/orinus, who wrote in 
the year 238(7^). His work is, for the moil part, copied, and 
not very judicioufly, from other writers, efpecially fjom Pliny the 
elder. ^ Under Ww flou rimed Pbilofiratus, author of the life of 
jtpotlowutJTvaneus 1 which work he undertook at the requeft of the 
emprcls Julia, 1 he wife of Sevens . Pbottus commends the ele- 
gance and loftnefs of his flyle j but thinks his conftruftion not ai- 
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of Caracalla, a Gaulljh word for a kind of caflock ufcd iit 
Gauly and by him firft introduced among the Romans* gave, 
from his infancy, many inftances of an extraordinary fweet Their dif- 
and mild temper ; but, as he grew up, abandoned himfelf \of erentttm ^ 
all manner of cruelty, and proved in the end a moft inhuman t trs ' 
and bloody tyrant ; whereas the latter, who in his tender 
years feemcd no lefs void of humanity than his father, 
changed, we may fay, by degrees, his temper, and became 
in regard of his affability, moderation, and complaifance to- 
wards all, the darling both of the people and foldicry. They 
(hewed, from their childhood, an utter averfion to each other, 
and were continually quarrelling, even in their common fports 
and diverfions. This natural antipathy increafed as they 
grew in years, notwithstanding all the intreaties, rebukes, 
and exhortations, both of their father and their preceptor An* 
tipater ; who were continually laying before them the many 
evils that mud nececffarily attend the divifion and difagree- 
ment of brothers. But all to no purpofe ; for Sevtrus no 
fooner expired, than Caracalla ftrove to have his brother ex- 
cluded by the officers of the army from any (hare in the fo- 
vereignry; but the fold iers protefting, that they would equally 
obey both the fons of Severus, fince he had appointed both 
to fucceed him, he was forced to acknowledge his brother 
partner in the empire, and fuffer the foldiers to take the 
ufual oath of allegiance to both. After this, Caracalla led his 

ways agreeable to the rules of grammar (76). We have fhewn, in 
the foregoing volume, how little credit his life of Apoltoniut deferves 

(77) . In that hiftory he promifes to clear his hero in another 
work, from the afperfions of the philofopher Euphrates (78). Bur. 
if he was as good as his word, that performance has not reached 
us. He was, according to Eufebitu, a native of jit hens, and the fon 
of Philojlratus Ferus, who publilhed a great many works, and a- 
mong the reft, one againft the fophiil Antipater (79). Bcfides 
the life of Apollo nites, Philojlratus wrote four books of pictures, or 
delcriptions, a trcatife on heroes, letters on friend/hip, and the lives 
of the fophifts in four books. All thefe works have reached our 
times. Under Sever us lived two other writers of the fame name, 
via. Philoflratu<> the fon of Nervianus, to whom Tome writers af- 
cribe the lives of the fophilts ; and Philojlratus^ a native of Lemnot t 
who wrote fome defcriptions j of thefe, the former was great ne- 
phew, and the latter grandfon by the mother, to the author of the 
life of Apolloniui (80). 

^76) Phot. c. 44. (77) Hi/?. Univerf. Fol. X1F. p. 4> - j, &c* 
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army towards the borders of the Meeata and Caledonians * who 
had begun huflilities anew; buc inftead of attacking thofe 

chd t war ''^ e nations, he concluded a treaty with them, withdrew 
cone u et a ^ men f ronl t j, r . f orts erected in their country, and reftored 

tteaty to t ' lcm t ' ie ' JiK ' s w' 1 * 0 ' 1 Severn: had obliged them to yield to 
nvitb the '» m Before he left Britain* he difcharged Papinian* cap- 
Britons. t;i * n °f guards 3 caufed Caftor his father's chamberlain 

and chief favourite, to be put to death, together with Evo- 
dius* another of the deceafed emperor's freed-men, and for- 
merly his own preceptor ; and difpatched aflaffins into Italy 
to murder Plautilla* who had been his wife, Plautius her 
brother, and a celebrated charioteer of the fa&ion in the cir- 
cus oppofite to that which he favoured °. Herodian tells us, 
that, before he left Britain* he difpatched, under various pre- 
tences, the phyficians who had refufed to poifon his father, 
and all the deceafed emperor's friends, efpecially fuch as en- 
deavoured to promote a good under/landing between him and 
his brother *\ Such was the beginning of the reign of Cara- 
caila. The two brothers left Britain about the middle of 
the fu miner, and fet out for Rome* with their mother 
Nifunder- J^ ia ar) d the afhes of their deceafed father. Caracal/a 
fiandin^ attempted on the road to murder his brother Geia * 
between which attempt increafed their mutual animofities and iealou- 
ihc two fics to fuch a degree, that thenceforth they both marched with 
brothers, their feparate guards, and with no Ids warinefs than if they 

had been in an enemy "5 country, lodging conftantly in diffe- 
rent hou fes, and carefully watching the motions of each other. 
They were received with great folemnky at Rome* where 
they performed with extraordinary pomp the obfequies of 
their father, and then withdrew to the palace, which they 
divided into two ; for it was larger, if Herodian is to be 
credited, than any city in the whole empire, except Rome, 
This divifion between the two princes rent the whole citv, 
nay, and the empire, into factions ; infomuch, that, to a- 
void the many inconvcnicncies and diforders thence arifing, a 
divifion of the empire was propolcd. To this expedient they 
both hearkened ; Ceia* who loved a quiet life, declaring, 
that if Ccracalla would but y lei J to him Ajia and Egypt* he 
would retire to A>itic:b or Alexandria* and leave him in 
tjuitt pofji ffir.n of the icft of the nr. pi re. Cut this fchnne 
was defeated by their m o r h e r "Julia , throwing hcrfeif at their 
feut, ani u^^iii^, with many tear*, that they would di- 

n Dio. I. Ix.vviii. p ESz, & feq. CV.rr.c 8c Get. vit. p. 87, & 
91 . 0 Dio. 1. lxvii. p. 870. & 1. lx;;vi. p. ^67. 11 Herod, 
i. iii. p. 538. 

vide 



Chap. 22. The Roman Hijiory. 73 

vide her too between them 4, Towards the clofe of this 

1 

year, Caracalla attempted anew to murder his brother, dur- 
ing the fealt of Saturn \ which occafioned almoft an open 
war between the two princes, and a great deal of blood- 
fted 

The following year, when the two brothers Julius and 
Caius Jfper were confuls, Caracalla^ unalterably hxcd in his 
wicked purpofe of deflroying his brother and ruling alone, 
but finding him guarded both againft poifon and open force, 
pretended a defire of being reconciled with him, and, by 
means of their common mother Julia, invited him to an 
interview in her chamber. Geta readily accepted the invita- 
tion, and repaired, without guards, to the appointed place ? 
not fufpe&ing the lealt treachery in a propoial which came 
from his mother, who loved him with great tendernefs. But 
he had no fooner entered her chamber, than fome centu- 



rions, whom Caracalla had found means to convey pri- 
vately into an adjoining room, rujfhing in, fword in hand, 
fell upon Geta, and difpatched him, with many wounds, in Geta mm 
his mother's aims, who, in endeavouring to favc him, was dered hi 
wounded in the hand r . Caracalla himfelf feems to have the arms 
imbrued his hands in the Wood of his brother : for Dion °f^ ts 
Cajfius tells us, that he utter wards confederated in the temple mo! - ;cr - 
of Serapis the fword with which he had murdered him l . Such 
was the end of this unhappy prince, after he had lived twenty- 
two years and nine months, and reigned, from the death of his 
father, one year and twenty-three days ; for his father died on 
the fourth of February of the year 21 J, and he was killed the 
year following, on the t wen ty-fe vent h of the fame montn ». 
He no fooner expired, than Caracalla, leaving the palace 
with great hafte and precipitation, flew through the city to 
the camp of the praetorian guards, pretending great fear and 
difmay, and crying out aloud, that his life was in danger ; 
that a bloody confpiracy had been formed againft him 5 that 
he muft have fallen a victim to the rage of his enemies, had 
not his innocence protected him. Upon his arriv.il in the 
camp, he went (trait to the place where the enfigns and ban- 
ners were kept, which was a kind of temple and afylum ; and 
there, throwing himfelf upon the ground, returned thanks to 
the gods for delivering bi n from fo great an I unuiuK.nt a dan- 
ger. To the foldiers, who crouded about him, he expr.-flcd 
himfelf with the fame ambiguity; but by degrees k-t than 
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know, that he was fole fovereign, and in a condition to be- 
llow upon them what wealth and honours he plea fed ; and 
that they might immediately feel the effe&s of his generofity, 
which he faid was no longer checked or retrained, he doub-s 
led their pay, already very high, and added a largefs of two 
Caracalla thoufand live hundred drachmas a man, which he gave them 
gains the leave to take that inflant out of the public treafury. Thu$ 
Joidisry WM t j le cxc hcquer, which his father had, by innumerable 
nuitb an niurc j e!S , and unjuft confi feat ions, been filling for the fpace of 
unmenfe c ,j,, llcen years, emptied in one day. Caracalla^ having by 
' a '^ e J St this extravagant largefs fecured the affections ot the foldiery, 

told them in the end, that his brother Geta nad attempted to 
murder him, but had loft his life in the attempt. Hereupon 
Caracalla was fJuted fole emperor by the whole army, and 
the unhappy Gcta declared a traitor and a public enemy 
There was at this time another camp in the neighbourhood 
cf Alba ) now Aibano, where the murder of Geta was highly 
refemedj but Caracalla , haftening thither, foon appeafed 
them, by exaggerating to them the pretended treachery of his 

brother, and promifing them an immenfe donative. Caracal- 
la pafkt, thai night in the camp of the praetorian guards, and 

the next day went to the fenate, with a cuirafs under his robe, 
guarded by all his troops, fome of whom he even placed a- 
JVs fptech moiig the Amators, to be ready in cafe any of them fhould at- 
iithefe- tempt to revenge the death of Geta, Hia fpeech turned upon 
tuite* ti:r wicked deiigns of Geta, whom he faid he had flain un- 
willingly in his own defence, leflening the hcinoufnefs of his 
crime ey the example of Romulus and otheis, who had re- 
vended with death injuries offered them by their brothers. 
In withdrawing from ;he fenate, he pronounced aloud the 
fblLwi.i'si word* ; " I <nve leave to all thofe who are in ba- 
tc n:ii:m:*m, to return home; I except none, by what 
cc ennus loevcr they may have deferved that punifhment x ." 
Pfi-fomi f ro;;i b-lcniite he rziurmd to the palace, leaning upon Pa- 
<>hje f 'wtan and Chile \ when.e he ca tiled the body of his deceafed 
f,.t.. s ofbh b o he to lie wi'-h g:ea: pomp conveyed to the tomb of the 
b.oiJ<>< S:ptiihian family on tne /tpplan way: and when the funeral 
andijufa cer. r.onks wore over, prevailed upon the fenate to rank him 
him n be wkiuhe ufual iblen n y among the gods 7. Finding upon his 
rao': t 'hi retu/n to the palace his mother Julia, bewailing with other 
mo'ijtl-e women :hc death of her ton, transported with rage, he was 
gods. m lull for putting them all to death ; but in the end got the 
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better of his paflion, and even fliewed great kindnefs to Julta y 
ordering the fame honours to be paid to her as to himfelf. 
Spartian and fome other writers pretend, that (he gained his 
favour by facrificing to him what ought to have been dearer to 
her than her life. But neither Herodian nor Dion CaJ/ius 9 
charge Julia or Caracalla witii any fuch crime ; and thofc, 
who do, fuppofc Julia to have been only ftep-mother to Ca- 
racalla^ which is now Dy all writers agreed to be a grofs inif- 
talce. We are to! J, that Caracalla on hearing the name, or 
beholding the images or ftatues oiGeta^ ufed to burft into tears ; 
but this affected grief did not prevent his malTacring, without 
di'ftiruStion of fex, age, or quality, all the friends of Geta z . 
Dion Coffins wires, that he began this general maflacre by or- Orders all 
dering all his domeftics to the number of twenty thoufand his friends 
perfons, to be inhumanly butchered. It was death to utter to be ?naf- 
his name; infomuch^ that no one durft ufe it thenceforth, /acred. 
even on the ft !ge, where it was commonly given to flaves. 
He likewife ordered all the money with his name to be melted 
down, and the infer-ptions erafed. Among many illuftrious 
perfons, whom the inhuman tyrant facrificed to his rage and 
jealoufy, as the friends of Geta, no one was more univerfally, 
or more defervedly, regretted, than the celebrated Papinian^ 
the greateft civilian, in the c pinion of 7*ofimus* and Ctijas 
that ever was, or ever will be. As Severus had recommended 
chiefly to him his two fons, he fparcd no pains to reconcile 
them, and often defeated the wicked attempts of Caracalla ; 
on which account he was bv him reckoned among; the friends 
or Geta. Befides, the tyrant defil ing him, after the murder of 
his brother, to compofe afpeech For him, excufing the crime, 
which hedefigned to pronounce in the fenate, Papinian, whofe 



love for juftice, to ufe the expreffion of Zojimns, was equal to 
his knowledge of it, anfwered with great firmnefs, // is 
net fo eafy a thing to juftify a parricide, as to commit it ; and 
it is a fecond parricide to defame an innocent pe*'fo*i, after hav- 
ing taken away bis life. The emperor, provoked at tUh 7 he deatb 
anfwer, ordered his head to be immediately {truck oft, and ^/Tapiiu 
likewife his fon's, who was then qu alitor, and had hut three an. 
davs before exhibited molt magnificent fport.se. L. Fabius 
Child ^ another of Sevrnts's great favourites, for whom Cava- 
calla himfelf had a particular elteern (for he ufed to ftyle hint 
his true friend, his benefactor, his father}, was in the next 
place doomed to defhuclion, for having, together with Ptipi- 
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niatiy endeavoured by all means to promote union and concord 
between the two brothers. A tribune was fent with a band 
of foldieis to feize him in his houfe, drag him to the palace, 
and there butcher him in the pr<- fence of the emperor. But 
the people, ami the city-guards, whom Chilo had commanded 
white goveror ot Rome y moved with companion in feeing a 
pci ("on of his rank, thus ignominoufly treated by the infulting 
fuhiiery, like a comm >n malefactor, refcued him out of their 
han.ls, uttering dreadful menaces agai ft the authors of fuch 
outrages ; which fo frightened Caracalla y that he declared that 
lie had gixen no fuch orders; and, to appeafe the multi- 
y tude, can fed both the tribune and foldiers to be immediately 

lupous' P ac to ^ catn a - ^ c fp are d CA/Vo, but vented his rage without 
UrCons controui, upon many other illuftrious perfons, both of thefe- 
tnbuwanh natorl1 ^ an ^ equeftrian order, not fparing any for whom eith- 
er *^*<yr</. ct n ' s father or brother had ever (hewn the leaft kindnefs or 

efteem. Am -ng rhefe unhappy victims were a daughter of 
the empeior Ai. Aurclius, whom the other emperors had 
treated wiih the ut mofr. refpecr, but Caracalla ordered to be 
flrangled (or flieddmg a few tears, when news was brought 
her of the death of Get a ; Scptimius Severus Afer^ the fon of 
Geta, brother to the late emperor Sever us, to whom Cara- 
caiia hail f nt the day before a dim from his own table, as a 
token of his friend Ihip \ Pompcianus y who had been twice 
cunful, had commanded armies in feveral wars, and was 



rr 



randfon to the emperor JIA. Aurelius, by theemprefs Lu cilia ; 
Helvlus Ptrtinaxy fan to the emperor of that name, and 
therefore greatly beloved by the people, and no lefs hated by 
the jealous tyrant, whom he had likewife provoked with a 
fatirical jett ; for when the titles of Part hie us and Sarmaticus 
were decreed to him by the fen ate, Pertinax moved, that the 
furnamc or Geticus might be added to the other two, alluding 
not lb much to the victory, which Caracalla pretended to 
have gained over the Gct<e, as to the murder of his brother 
Geta*. Some of Geta's enemies fared no better than his 



fronds; but the death of no man occafioncd greater furprife 
in the ^itv, than that of L<rim, one of Caracalla' s mod inti- 
» lace ti lends, and the firft who had adviled him to difpatch his 
1 r ither. He did not even fpare the veftal virgins, fome of 
w iom he orleied to be ftrangled for having bewailed the 
death of Geta. In ihort no fex, rank, or age, efcaped his 
Tbt tv'- cri, ^ tv ' 1 ne people he loaded with taxes in all the provin- 
/i 1/ Jara- ■ Ces ° f t,lc cm P' rc » anJ at Rome caufed great numbers of them 
ial a, 1 Cu ,0 P l,c to death, foinetimes out of revenge, and fometimcs 



- Vac. Car p. S6. Dio. I .lxxvii p. 87^ « Vit. Car. p. 87. 

•nly 



Chap. 22. 



The Roman Hiftcry. 



77 



only for his diverfi«n ; for he delighted in nothing To much as 

in feats of cruelty, and in bloodshed. The people having one 
day rallied, at the Circe* /tan games, a charioteer whom he fa- 
voured, he commanded his guards to ru£h inamong the multi- 
tude, and put j 11 the delinquents to the fword ; but as the foldicrs 
could not in fo*>reat a croud diftinguifli them from the reft, they 
fell indifferently upon all, fword in hand, and made a dreadful 
havockofthe difarmed multitude, (paring only fuch as had mo- 
ney enough about them to redeem the. lives'. No prince 
ever employed more iniquitous means of raifing money than 
C aracalla, or fquandercd it away with more prodigality. He 
often ufed to fay, that money ought not to be lodged in pri- 
vate hands, but only in the prince's. Purfuant to his maxim, Loads bis 
he impoverished bib lubjecb in all the provinces of the empire, fubjrtts 
loading them w;ch cxcellive impofts and taxes ; for which, as <witbtaxn 
well as for his extravagant expences, when his mother took 
the liberty to blame him, he, like a true tyrant, flie ed her 
his naked fword, faying, As long as I have this* I Jhalt never 
want. However, he gave away fuch immenfe fums, moftly 
to perfons who lcaft of all deferved them, viz, to his guards, 
buffoons, players, gladiators, charioteers, freed-men, £sV. 
that he was in the end obliged to coin fa He money, which he 
fpent at home, while he employed what true gold and filver 
he could extort from his fubje&s in keeping the barbarians 
quiet, who were conftantly threatening him with war s . He 
foe wed on all occafions the utmoft contempt for the fenate, 
intircly neglected the administration of juftice, took no care 
of the provinces, and raifed to the higheft employments the 
meaneft, and in every refpe& the molt infamous and unwor- 
thy, perfons of the empire. 'J 'bus he gave the government 
of Rome to an eunuch, named Sempronius, who was by birth 
an Iberian ) by profeflion a poifoner and magician, who bad 
been b.inifhed hv his father Severus, and confined to a defert 
ifl.md. He appointed one Theocritus caprain of the guards, 
who had been firfr. a Have, and afterwards a dancing-mailer, 
and ir jge- player. One Epagathus, another manumitted Have, 
bore like wife gr«at fway at court, and with the other two JsrontrouU 
ruM and comroulcd both the empire and emperor, fet- /v// ^ 
ting all things to falc, offices, provinces, public revenues, f retime*. 
p iMic jufticc, and the lives of men, bo:h innocent an I g til- j) ^ 
tv h Caracalla wis author of the famous law decl.uinr -11 /./ r f 
the free luijrcts or the empire Koman citizens. I his confti- ; . /( .; , ^ 
tution is commonly ufcribed to AL /lurelius ; but th.it it f „ % *\ 
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was published not by that prince, but by Caraca//a 9 we are 
told in exprefs terms by Dion Cajftus ', whofe authority is of 
far gi c. tcr weight with us, than that of Aurelius Pi£lor 9 who 
was, as we conjecture, led into that miftake by the words of 
Ulpian 9 aicribing the above- mentioned law to Antoninus *, 
though from the context it is m~nifc£t, that XJlpian fpeaks 
in that place of Antoninus Caracalla, and not of AI. Aurelius 
Antoninus. St. Cbryfojiom^ whom foine writers have follow- 
ed, fuppofes Adrian to have been the author of this law 
Though the name and privileges of Roman citizens were by 
this conftitution made common to all the fubjedts of the em- 
pire, yet the ancient diftin&ion of colonies , of Latin^ muni- 
cipal ', and free* cities, fubfifted long after, as appears from 
the Tbeodojian code »" and digejls n - But to clear up this diffi- 
culty, which has puzzled the beft civilians, is not the pro- 
vince of an hifioiian. 

Caracalla^ finding himfelf generally hated at Rome* on ac- 
count of his cruelties, refolved to leave the city, and vi- 
fit, after the example of Adrian^ all the provinces of the 
empire. Purfuant to this refolution, having in the third year 
of his reign taken upon him his fourth confulihip, and named 
Decius Calius Balbinus, afterwards emperor, for his collegucj 
erue - | ie p et out for Q au i^ w here he cau fed the proconful of the pro- 
vince or Narboiine to be put to de .th, and made fuch havock 
of tlie people, tJiar he was more hated and abhorred there, 
than he had ever been at Rome. He did not even fpare the 
phyficians, who hud taken care of him during a dangerous 
malady, with which he was feized ; but, upon his recovery, 
can fed them to be put to death °. In the beginning of the 
following yeai, when Mejfala and Sabinus were confuls, he 
returned to Rcrne^ bringing with him an incredible quantity 
of habits made alter the Gaulijh falhion, which he wore him- 
felf, diftnuuted among the people, and would fuffer none to 

wait upon him but in that drels. From this habit the empe- 
uetbe r0f was nicknamed Caracalla or C^racallus y for fuch was its 

calla ^* au ^fo name P - H:nce Scaliger derives, how rightly we 
leave the reader to judge, the word cajfock^ the caracalla be- 
ing a kind of caffock. At Rome it was called Antoniniana 
from dntontnuSi which was one of the emperor's names. His 
itay at Ram was very fhort ; for this very year the Cattt\ the 

• Dio. in exceipt. Val. p. 755. * Digeft. 1. t. 5. 1. xvii. 
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Memannly whom we find now mentioned for the fir ft time in 
hiftory, and feveral other German nations, taking up arms, 
began to make inroads into the Roman dominions. The A~ 
lemanni inhabited at this time the preient dutchy of Virtem- 
bergi and were, as appears from their name, a mixed multi- 
tude of all the neighbouring nations * 9 They had entered 
into an alliance with the Qatti y whom we have frequently 
mentioned in the foregoing reigns, and made daily incurfmns 
into the Roman territories. Caracalla therefore marched a- ffj tfX fi*j?- 
gainft them, but in that expedition approved himfelf a better tionagainfl 
foldier than commander, For though he behaved with great the Caiti 
courage, and even challenged the braveft of the enemy to a and Ale- 
fingle combat ; yet, for want of conduct, he was obliged to manni. 
purchafe a peace with vaft funis, and the liberty of retiring 
with fafety into the Roman dominions r . Having aflced fome 
women, whom he had taken in the countries of the Catti and 
Alemanniy which they chofe, to be fold for flaves or put to 
death, they all preferred death to flavery. The emperor ne- 
verthclefs ordered them to be fold ; but they all laid violent 
hands on themfelves, and fome of them after having put todeath 
their children r . It was no fooner known in Germany^ that 
he had bought a peace of the Catti and Alemanni^ than all 
the nations inhabiting that extenfive country flew to arms, 
threatening him with a deftrutStive war, unlcfs with them too 
he fhared his treafures ; which he did accordingly, paying 
them yearly pennons, and by that means reducing himfelf to 
fuch ftraights, that he was obliged, as we have hinted alcove, 
to coin faife money. When he received the deputies of the 
barbarians, he fuffered no one to be prcfent except the inter- 
preters, whom hecaufed to be immediately put todeath, left 
they fhtmld divulge what had pafled. However, the barbari- 
ans themfelves, when he was murdered, owned, that he had 
encouraged them to invade Italy , in cafe an/ misfortune 
fhould be fa I him, and to march ft rait to Ra?nc y which, he faid, 
they might take with great eafe l . During his ftav in Ger~ 
many, he c a tiled Gaiobamarus % king of the J$>r/adt\ to be 
treacheroufly murdered ; and having ordered all the youth of 
Noricum to take arms and join him, he com man Jed his troops, 
on what provocation we know not, to put them all to the 
fword u . For his pretended victories over the Alemanni y he 
took the title of Germanicus and A'emannitus w . 

1 Vide Vorburg- hi/l Rom Ger. p. 473. & Buch. Bclg. I. 
v »« c. 7. r Dio. 1. Itfxvii. p. S76. r Idem incxectp: 

Val. p. 749, 7;o 1 Dio. I. Ixxviii. p. 891. « Idem in 
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The folio ving year, when Lettus was conful, the fecond 
time, with Cerealis, Caracalla, leaving Germany , led his ar- 
my into Dacia, where he gained fome fmall advantages over 
He paps t hc Get a, and then purfued his march through Thrace to the 
wer tnto Hellefpont, which he eroded, not without danger of being 
Alia. fhip wrecked ; and, arriving in Afia, haftehed to Pergamus % 

hoping to be delivered by the god Mfculapius, worfhipped in 
that city, from all the maladies, fays Hercdian^ both of his 
body and mind. But the god, continues that hiftoiian, was 
deaf to his prayers ; fo that he left Pergamus, after having 
enriched it with many privileges, as if he defigned to bribe 
the deity, and purfueJ his journey to Ilium, where he view- 
ed the remains of antient Troy, and vifited the tomb of Achil- 
les y paying extraordinary honours to the memory of that he- 
ro, though an implacable enemy to the Trojans, from whom 
the Romans pretended to deiive their origin. From Ilium 
he went to Nicomedia, where he fpent the winter. In that 
city he invited Dion C^JJius to fup with him, during the feaf^ 
of Saturn ; for he obliged moft of the fenators to attend him 
in all his journies, to defray his travelling chaiges, and to 
build in the cities, where he pafTed the winter, theatres, cir- 
cufes, and amphitheatres, for public fports r . Hiftorians ob- 
H:s f erV e, that, to gain the affcc*tions of the foreign nations, he 

d re fled after the manner of the countries through which he paf- 
fed : thus in Germany he aiTumed the German habit, and chofe 

fuch of the German folders as were moft ftrong and active 
for his guard. When he entered Macedon, from a German 
he became a Macedonian in habit and behaviour. For pre- 
tending to be a great admirer of Alexander, he adopted, not 
only the habit in which that conqueror was rcprclentcd, but 
his air and mien, affccling an awful and threatening counte- 
nance, and bending his head fomcwhat to one fide. He or- 
dered leveral ftatucs to be fct up in Rome to thc honour of 
that hero ; and among the reft, fome with two faces, one 
i ci cm Ming Alexander, and the other himfclf. He ordered 
himfelf to be flyled Alexander, and Antoninus the Great, cal- 
led a fquadron of his army a phalanx, and gave to his officers 
the names of the commanders of Alexander. He had no 
fooner entered Afia, than he forgot Alexander and flu- 
died in all things to referable Achilles, whofc tomb he had 
vifited. Thus he travelled, mure like a player than an 
emperor, bcin^ thc laughing-flock of other nations, and 
the fhame and difgrace of his own. The following year, 
when C, A tins Subinus was conful the fecund time, with 
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Cornelius Anullinus, Caracallu, leaving NUomedia after the 
fourth of April (for he celebrated hi* birth-day there), 
crofled Bithynia, A/la 7 and the; other provinces, on his jour- 
ney to Antiocb, in which city he was received with txtraor- 
dinary pomp. During his ftay there, he wrote to the fenate, 
that he was well apprised they did not approve of his con- 
du£t ; but fo long as he had 1 an army at his command, 
he neither valued their reproaches, nor feared their Juried 7. 
He was very deli ro us of picking a quarrel with tiie Parthians y 
who were involved in a civil war, occafioncd by the ambiti 
of the two fons of the late king Vologefes ; but they complying 
with all his demands, he poltponed his intended expedition 
againlt them, and bent his mind on the reduction of Of* hocne 
and Armenia, though the kings of thefe two countries lived 
in perfect amity with the Romans, However, Cjrucal,'a 9 }j e + rea _ 
having invited them to Antiocb, as friends and allies of the cbucujh 
Roman people, cauled them to be arretted there, and impri- fci^ciand 
foned, without the leaft: colour or pretence for fo do'm'j. rrsprifcnt 
Here upon Oft hoenc immediately f» J b u 1 i ! t ed , and was, a cci m d • the kings r r 
ing to Come writers, retiticcd to a Kg man province ; iJr>u;h O.ihocre 
others maintain, that it was l^ng after govcrue I hv its aK ^ -^ r * 
own princes z . Ail we know for certain is, that Ccr\;. c . '/..■ ••• rn - a - 
eftablifhed a Rovun coh>n\ at Ed jfli* the cipital of 0/;/'-e- 
ne*, and that, in the fourth cemut), the whoic cotmrr/ \v.i-? 
fubiedt. to the Romans. The Armenians, notwi»hfl;aiK:in^ i. e 
captivity of their kin*, ma le a vigorous refinance ; g.iwa 
total overthrow to Tb,::riius the comedian, who wa. fent 
again ft them at the head of a numerous army ; bafKeJ al 
the efforts or CtiraaUa ; and maintained themfelves in pof- 
feftion of their ancient liberties b . From Antiocb the emperor 
proceeded to A f fxandria, where he made a dicadful huvock 
of the inh t J >iia«;t--, Ww.-i hi hiy provoked a;j;;.inft them for the 
many lampoons, winch, agreeable to theii fjiu ioal humour, 
they had publiihcd on occaiion of" the death of Gita. He gave O n,rr < a 
private orders to his numeious troops, who were dii"per!cu .11 ^"f^T 
over the city, to fall upon the inhabitants in the night- time, h ^'^ ufat 
to enter and pillage their houfes, and put al! to the (V%t»ul, " 
without diftin<Stion of fex, a^e, or condition. / 1 - s c;uel or- 
ders were executed with fuch barbarity, v in ha:dh- be cx- 
p re fled ; the whole city floated in blood ; ev\.i . rvmfe was 
rilled with carcafes ; an 1 the retwrn of d.i, dnco.ercJ \ \ 
every ftiect the fad monuments o« U.j nullify bucchuy : but 
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the tyrant, not yet fatiated with blood, commanded th« 
Slaughter to be continued all the day following, that he might 
have the pleafure of beholding it from the temple of «SV- 
rapisy where he had paflcd the preceding night, imploring, 
during the general maffacre, the protection of that deity. 
When the (oldiers were tired with flaughter, Caracalla wrote 
to the fenate, acquainting them, that he had revenged the 
affronts offered him by the Alexandrians ; but rhat it was not 
uecciTary to fpecify the number of the dead, nor their con- 
dition, iince none had perUhed but fuch as were guilty. Be* 
fore he left the city, he ftripped it of all its privileges ; fup- 
preffed the celebrated aflembly of learned men ; ordered ail 
Grangers who lived there to abandon the place ; and that fuch 
as had efcaped the general maflacre, who were very few, 
might not have the fatisfacSfcion of feeing one another, he cut 
off all communication of one ftreet with another, by walls 
built for that purpofe, and guarded by the troops he left there c. 
However, as the tyrant died foon after, Alexandria fpeedily 
recovered its former fplendor, and continued to be the flrft 
city of the empire after Rome. 

From Alexandria the emperor returned to Antiocb^ with 
a defign to make war upon the Partbians, and, by fome me- 
morable exploit, defervethe furname of Partbicus, which he 
Jl'strea- feems to ha\e preferred to all others. In order to have fome 
cbsn ^ pretence for declaring war, he fent an embaffy to Artabanes 
ii.n>ds the with rich prefents, to deftre his daughter in marriage, not 
rarthians. doubting, but the Parthian would deny him his requeft ; 

which happened accordingly, Artabanes alledging, that his 
daughter, brought up after the Parthian manner, could never 
be reconciled to the cuftoms of the Romans a . Herodian writes, 
that Caracalla perflating in his demand, Artabanes at length 
complied with it ; fuffercd him to enter his dominions ; dif- 
patci.cJ orders to his governors to receive and entertain him 
ever v -where with the utmorr magnificence ; and went out 
himfclf in peifon to meet him, as he approached the royal 
city of Ctrfipbon, where the nuptials were to be Memnizcd. 
Artabanes was attended hy the chief" nobility of the kingdom, 
anJ a numerous body of guards, all unaimed, and in their 
ga>eft attiie. But ■ aracaila, abufing the confidence they re- 
pofed in him with a trearfv ry hardly to he matched, gave the 
fi'jn.il to his (oldiers to lali upon them fword in hand - 9 which 
they did accoidingly, and tuaue a terr hie flaughter of the un- 
armed multitude, expecting nothing lefs than fuch a reception. 

« Herod. I. iv. p. 549 D10. I. Ixxvii. p. 879, 880. Vit. Car. 
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However, the king had the good fortune to make his efcape 
unhurt. After mis exploit, worthy of fuch an cnipcroi as 
Caraca/la, the cruel and perfidious monfter, inraged that //r- 
tabanes h id efca^cd him, wrecked his furv on all ihe countries 
through winch he p.:fTed on his return to Syria, leaving every- 
wnere ui final monuments or his bai barous cruelrv and infatia- 
bie avarice c . Thus Herodian. But Di&n C jfius writes, 
that Caracal! j ^ upon the Parthian king's reruung him his 
daughter, entered his dominions, with< ut any further decla- 
ration of w.*r ; ravaged great part of Afedia ; deftroyed feve- 
ral cit es ; took Arbda\ and there demolished the tombs of the 
Parthian monaichs, iufuSting their remains in a moft outra- # 
geous manner. Th : fame writer adds, that as the irruption 
was Hidden and unexpected, he no- where met with the Jeaft 
oppolition, or even faw the face of an enemy f. Spartian in- 
deed freaks of a tumultuary engagement between the Parthi- 
ans and Romans, in which Caracalla let loofe wild beafts a- 
gainlt the enemy a . But with us his authority is of no 
weight, when claming with that of Dion Cajjius. The em- 
peror returned from this memorable expedition to Edejfa^ 
whence he wrote boafting letters to the fenate, as if he had 
fubducd the Partbians % and reduced all the eaft. The fenate, f{ onottre4 g 
enough informed of what had pafled, yet decreed him a tri- y y t / je f e _ 
umph, and the title of Partkicus, which above all he feemed nateujith 
to covet >». The following year, when C. Bruttius Prafens the title of 
and T. Mefftus Extricatus were confuls, a bloody doom at Parthicus. 
length overtook this man of blood. He had often rallied as 
a coward, and threatened with death, Atfacrinus captain of 
the guards ; belxdes, about this time a foothfayer declared pub- 
licly in Africa, that Alacrinus and his fon Diadurnenus were 
deftined to the empire. Hereupon the foothfayer was im- 
mediately fent to Romc % where he repeated and maintained the 
fame Ching before Maternianus* captain of the city-guards, 
Whom the emperor, as he repofed in him an intire confidence, 
had injoined to employ all poflible means, even the deteftable 
myfteries of ma^ic, in order to difcover, whether any one 
privately afpired ut the empire. Maternianus therefore 
did not fail to write immediately to the emperor what he had 
learned of the foothfayer ; but the letter being delivered to 
Julia % whom Caracalla had left at Antioch, with full power 
to open and read all his difpatches (for he himfelf was ftill at 
Edejfa, where he had palled the winter), Alacrinus, who at- 
tended the emperor, was acquainted w iih the contents of it, 
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before y.v//<7 coulJ t ran fin it it from Anttoch to Edejfa. This 
intelligence was conveyed to him by Ulpius Julianus his in- 
timate friend, who delivered the letter to a courier difpatched 
from Rome it rait to the court at Edejfa Herodian writes, 
that a pacquet being brought to the emperor, while he was 
bufied in driving a chariot at the public fliows, he ordered 
Macrinus to read the letters, and acquaint him with the con- 
tents of them afterwards ; and that Macrinus found among 
the reft the letter of Maternianus. Be that as it will, Ma- 
crinus was, as all authors agree, informed before the emperor 
of what Maternianus had wrote ; and therefore being lenfi- 
Macrinus ble, that he could not ufe too much difpatch he immedi- 
ctnfpircsa- ate )y gained with great promifes' two brothers, Aurelius Nc- 
gainft him. nnjmnus and Aurelius Apollinaris, both tribunes of the guards j 

Julius Mart'.alis, an exempt, whom the emperor had pro- 
voked, by refilling him the port of a centurion 5 Martius 
sf/rippa the admiral ; Rbatianus, tribune of the fecond 
legion, and feveral others j who put their defign in execution 
on the eighth of April of this year 217* while the emperor 
oing on horfe-back with a fmall retinue from Edejfa to 
viiit a temple of the moon at Carrha ; for being obliged to 
flop by the way to cafe nature, and all withdrawing except 
one of the prince's domeftics, as he was ready to mount 
ag.un, Mniu*Us l loth to let flip that opportunity, ran haftily 
Caracal!* to him, gave him with his dagger fuch a (tab in the throat* 
murdered, that he expired immediately, and returning to the reft mixed 

with the croud, before they were apprifed of what had patted; 
but when the emperor's death was publicly known, a Scy- 
thian, who belonged to the guards, obferving Martialis with 
a blood 7 dagger in his hand, which, in that confufion, he had 
not had the precaution to conceal, and thence concluding him 
to le the author of the murder, fbot him through with 
an arrow. Caracalla was killed after he had lived twenty-nine 
years and four months, and reigned fix years, two months, 
and four days, from the death of his father 1 (O ). The fol- 

diers, 
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(Q\ The authors, who lived under Caracalla, were SySeverus 
Sa/wMuicru, who wrote a great number of books, which were much 
admired by Get a ; and hence § amnionic us was by Caracalla' 3 or- 
tiers murdered, while he was at (upper as a friend to Geta (Si). 
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dim immediately gathered about the body of the deceafed 
prince, conveyed it to EtLJfa^ and there proceeded 5 even be- 
fore 

None of his works have reached our times, except fomc books in 

Latin verfc on phytic, and a lew paflages quoted by Macrobius one 
of a book in prole, which he inferibed to the emperor Severus (82). 
FoJ/ius is of opinion, that he publifhed fome hittorical pieces (8,J. 
His library confiieo of fixty two thouiand volumes, which his ion 
who bore the fame name, bequeathed to young Gordian 9 whofe 
preceptor he had been (S4J. The emperor Alexander is faid to 
have taken great delight in reading the works of Horace nndSercntts 
Sammonif<, \vi f h whom he had been acquainted S 5 ) ; but this 
mu»i h.-.ve I) -en the Ion. JElius Maurrts, whom Spartian quotes 
in re!a».ng Uu* del ii $t Severus ,86), wrote in the reign of Cat a- 
cilia, be.ng then very old ; for he had been a Have to Phlegon* 
the celebrated freed man of the emperor Adrian v87... Vojfins 
r inks him among the Latin hiltorians ; becaufe Spartian does not 

lav, that he wrote in Greek ^88). Oppian, the celebrated G>-ee( 
poet, lived under Antoninus, the fon of Domna ; that, is under Ca- 
racalla, the fon of Julia Domna, as he himlclf informs us (89), and 

not under Antotrns the Pbilofopber % as we read in the chronicle of 
Eufebitti and it. 'jc*'?m (')•">) He was a native of Anazarbus, a town 
of Cilrcia, as appears from the mort account of his life, which is 
prefixed to his works (9:). His father beinfj; banifhed by Severn t 
to the ifland of Media, or to that of McUda near Ragu/a, Oppian 
accompanied him to the place of his evi'e, and there compofed his 
poems, which ho afterwards rehearfed at Rone, where they were 
received with extraordinary npplaufe, and pleated the emperor .V- 
vrtis to fuch a decree, that he recaPed his fa-. her from banifhmenr, 
and rewarded the poet with a i many nieces of gold as there were 
verfes in his poem on the ; '.rt of filhtng ; whence he ufed to call tho|V» 
verfe*, golden verfes (g?). He infcribcJ that poem to Antoninus- , 
that is, to Caracal la % about the year 204, according to Scafiger, and 
the other, 0 ■ the cba:e, to the fame p-ince, after the death of his fa- 
ther Severn t qx } The !a::cr poem ought to con fill of five bonks 
as well a* tne former, though there are but four in the Paris edi- 
tion of 1 ami in rh.u of Plant in in 1^,97, both which editions 
arc evidently impjjfcct. S:. "jerom cries up the poem on the art of 
fi.hurj; as a w.^.L-ful performance qi\ Scaliger ilyles it a di- 
vine work \ but S-jz??:;n:tf H no: to lavifhofhis praifes, calls it only 

(Hz J l\Jf poet hat p. 52. Yacrob. fatttm. I. ii c. 12. 
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fore they had performed the funeral obfequies, to the ele&ion 
of a new emperoi. They were in fufpenfe that and the two 
dr,.'. tJ * j] lowing Jays ; but on tiie fourth, the eleventh of April* 
ern ^ *» by jjjj t j lc L«r tii-day of Severus, the prsronan guards, who were 
^ at Ed-J/uj ac the m (ligation of the tribunes, wiio had been 

pi ivy co the confp racy oi Macrinus, declared him emperor ; 
f*#r 210 one, except his accomplices, imagined him to have 
be n ..ny ways a-rcctTirv c<> thv. u\ o: CarncaHa* which they 
af/ri »ej co Ajartuiiis alone, as i; he hau c mmitted the mur- 
de: out of private pailion and revenge. Mu-nuus pretended 
ac ririr. to decline fuch a heavy burden ; but was eafily pre- 
val-J upon to fubmir to it ; diftnbuted on that occalion large 
funis auion^ff the foIJiery ; made them ample promifes ; and 
grained a general pardon to all perfons accufed of, or con- 
demned for, crimes of majefty or hi^h treafon * n . Herodian 
writes, that the army firlt chofe Advent us* Macrinus's col- 
Jcgue in the command of the praetorian guards, who excufed 
htmfelf on account of his great age n . But, according to 
Dion ajjius^ Advent us only Dragged, that, in regard to his 
feniority, he had a better right to the empire than Macrinus y 
declaring at the fame time, that he willingly yielded it to 
him °. Advent us was an excellent commander - y but alto- 
gether unqualified for a ftatefman, exceeding old, no lefs 
meanly born than Macrinus, and illiterate to fuch a degree, 
that he could not even read p . However, Macrinus created 
him fenator, appointed him governor of Rome, and the fol- 
. lowing ytdrchofi: Utm for his collegue in the confulfhip. 
*nd r f AS f ° r Ch<? neW em P cror Opilius^ or rather Ope bus, Ma- 
ttents ^ cr j HUS% hc Was a native of Cur/area in Mauritania, now Al- 

gicr y and of a vciy mean defcent. We arc told, that many 
things concerning his birth, his education, and firft employ- 
ments, were invented by his fucceilbr Hdiogabalus* and by 

m Dio. 1. Ixxviii. p. 803—895. " Herod. 1. iv. p 535. 
0 D10. p. 894. v Idem ibid. 

an indifferent poem J 9^. We learn from his life, that, befides 
the two above-mentioned works, he compofed fevcral other admi- 
rable poems, a* the anonymous author rtyle< them (96). He tells 
us IrmieJf, that he defcribed in verfe the Parthian war, and the 
taking of Ct«fipbon % no doabc by Severut. He is faid to have re. 
tired with li s father to Ana*arbus % their native city, and to have 
died there of the plague m the flower of his age, being but thirty 
years old 97) The inhabitants of Anazarbus, his countrymen, 
creeled a ftatue to him, with a pompous inscription. 



C95) Sozom. ibid. (96) Oppian. vit, (97) Ibid. 
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his orders inferted, as true, in his life. Hence, without tak- 
ing notice of what we read in Julius Capitolinus y wno was 
ftrangely prejudiced againft him, we {hall chiefly follow Dion 
Cajjtus^ who flouriihed under him, and feems quite tree tiom 
all peifonal hatred and perfona! affection. According to that 
writer, he was a perfon of a moil mild and humane temper, 
which gained him the affections both of the people and fo|- 
diery, and covered the m.annefs of his birth and firft em- 
ployments. He was pretty well verfed m the laws, which in- 
duced Plautianus to commit to him the care of his eftate ; 
that is, to appoint him his fteward. Afterwards S events 
charged him with the care of the potts in Italy \ but foon af- 
ter banifhed him, for what tranfgrtflion we know not, into 
jffrica, where he funported himfeli with pleading caufes of 
fmali confeqiience. He returned to Rome after the death of 
Severus % wh^n Caracalla gave him an emplovmenr in the ex- 
chequer, in which he acquitted hi.nfelf fo well, that the iarne 

prince named him to fucceed the celebrated Papinian in the 
command of the praetorian guards. His chief province in that 
office was to decide caufes with the emperor, or in his name; 
which he did with great equity, when Caracalla him lei f was 
not prefent He married one Nonia Celfa y a worn in of a 
very indifferent cha»a£ler, and had bv her a fon, born on the 
nineteenth of September of the vear 208, and commonly call- 
ed by the Latin niftorians Diadumenus ; but by Dion Cajjius , 
by Herodian % and in moft infcriptions, Diadumenianus 
With the empire he took the names of Sever us and /iurcliu*, 
which are (till to be feen on feveral of his medals l * : Hut on 
none appears that of Antoninus ; whence Ww* conclude Capita - 
Onus to have been mittalcen in giving nun ' r » Before he left 
Edejja* he caufed the body of Caracalla to he burnt with the 
ufual folemnity, and fern his afhes, inclofed in an urn, to 
mother Julia at .intioch, who not caring to our live him, 
efpecially after Macrinus had ordered her to leave that citv, 
on account of her bitter invectives againft him, and her pn- 
vatc intrigues, in order to leize the empire for hcrfelf, abttained ^edea"'- 
from all food, and died ftjrved. Her body was fen: to Rome, r i 1 | 
and depofited in the tomb of Coins and Lucua Cetf:ir % the 
grandfon- of rfugu.'l and from thence conveyed alter ward" 
by her fitter Mela to the :n tufoleum of dJria 1 L . Macrinus 
was no fooner declared emocror, than he l':nt for his fon />/- 
adumenus, who was then at Antiotb* The. foldiers wlio ar- 

* Idem, 1. Ixxviii. p ^9:, 8 ;3. r Idem, p. 888. Herod. 
p. 566. Goltz. p 100, • Goltz. p. 95. ' Diu. p. 
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D'.idume- tended him, and were intirely addicted to Mticrinus, gave 
ivj.o de- him, purfuant to their private inftru&ions, as ic were of their 
dared 0vV n motion, the tide or Cafar which, upon his ai rival at 

Edcfflii was confirmed to him by the whole army, his lather 
giving on that occafion another bouncy to the foidieiy. The 
new prince did nut fail to acquaint the fenate immediately 
with the death of CaraccAla, and his acceffion to the empire, 
by a letter, in winch he fpoke with great referve of the de- 
ceived emperor, neither commending nor difcommending him : 
he oni> faid, that ilnce ihedoom which he fcemed to have de- 



p 

j had a: length overtaken him, and the army had chofen 
him to commanu in his room, he would acknowledge himfelf 



indebted to th- tenure alone for the empire, if-thcy thought fit 
to conihm that ciioice. Though the fenate had heard before 
the news of the death of fa > aculla, yet apprehending it to be 
only a f.dfe report, they had carefully concealed their fciui- 



*'t g hatred mci,ts > but being n,#w a fl' ure< l °f tnc truth by Macrinus's 

of the fe* i^tteis, ihev loaded him with dreadful curies; ordered all his 
t,.retoC>i- an ^ hlvcr llatues to be melted down, his name to be 

juwuiia. era fed out <.l all infeription* ; annulled his a£fe, and declared 

his memo)') infamous, fly ling him no longer Antoninus, but 
BtiJiu.'.."Si Cit/ctca/Iit, and 7 arantus^ whicn was the name of 
a little, ucfjnncJ, and ci u J, gladiator u . They were fo tranf- 
ported with joy in iseir.g thwmfelves delivered from the tyran- 
ny or Car:tcaila y that, overlooking the meannefs of Meter U 
Macrinus n ' U5 9 ^ birth, they declared him emperor without the lealthefita- 
<t Uo-.u* iu>x\, heaping upon him all the honours, which they had ever 
ulcui- criI , rcirc j U p 0 n any prince. His family was ranked among 

the paction families, his fon proclaimed Cztfar, and his wife, 
4^j..,.ate, x b „j u Ci!Jj, l onoured with the title oi ylugujla. - In their 

anfwer to his letter they earnexlly intreated him to punifh, ac- 
cording to their deforts, the miniflers of the laic tyrant, and. 
licuiii* to exii.'paie the whole tribe of informers. Macrinus 
Com, bed m fi.uK degree wi?h their requefr ; for he fuff.-red 
them to condemn, not to death, hut to banilhment, three fe- 
nators, and suaii) others of an inferior rank, and orderd all 
the flaves and nccdmen, who had informed againit their maf- 
teis or pitrons, to be crucified. The new emperor in the 
mean time L..v::>*: E:ljja % led his army to Autioch , and 
there, i.i the r.refjnee of all his troops, gave his fon the 
name or' »;;':.•://, a name hignly revered, and in a man- 
net, aJured by the foiuiery w. On this occafion the whole 
aixny demanded withloud cries the deification of Caracallu \ a 

u Idem, p. $yz, v; Idem p. 896. HritOD. I. iv. p. 56* . 

demand 



Chap. ti. 



Ths Roman Hijlory. 



89 



demand which greatly furpii fed Afacrlnus, who nevcrthelefsCaracalla 
was in the end forced Co comply with it, and command the deified. 
fenate to rank among the gods one, whom he himfclf had 
caufed to be murdered, and who was defervedly looked upon 
by all, except the foldicry, as a profeffed foe to human race, 
a monfter gorged with blood, a parricide, and the mod 
inhuman tyrant that could ever wear and difgrace a diadem. 
The fenate, purfuant to the emperor's orders, immediately 
decreed him divine honours, a temple, altars, priefts, facri- 
fices, and all the apparatus of divinity. The new emperor 
was even obliged to caufe one Aur ell anus to be condemned . 
and executed, for having privately removed fome of the de- 
ceafed emperor's ftatues * ; fo great was the authority which 
the army had, by degrees, ufurped both over the fenate and 
prince. 

While thefe things piffed at Antioch and Rcmc, Arta~ne?zt- 
banes, king of the Partbians^ having affcmbled a powerful thian war. 
army, advanced at the head of it with a defign, to invade 
the Roman territories, and retaliate the injuries he had receiv- 
ed. Macrinusj prompted partly by his natural timidity (for 
he was not a man of courage), and partly by motives of 
juftice and equity, endeavoured to appeafe him, by fending 
back all the prifoners taken by Caracalla 9 and with them em- 
bassadors to propofe a peace, on terms equally honourable 
to both nations ; but Artabanes declaring, that he would 
hearken to no propofals, unlefs the Romans engaged, by 
way of preliminary, to rebuild all the cities they had de- 
ftroyed, to give up Mefopotamta % and to pay an immenfe 
fum, to be employed in repairing the tombs of the Parthian 
monarchs over-turned by Caracalla, and making good the 
loffes his fubjecls had fuftained by the late unjutt. invafion, 
Macrlnus^ afhamed to comply with fuch high demands, took 
the field, and met the enemy in the neighbourhood of Klji- 
Hi 1. Hcrcdian tells us, that the battle which enfucj lafled 
two whole days, night alone putting an end to the contefi:, 
and both parties challenging the vi&ory. He acids, that the 
third day, the two armies, not being able to approach each 
other on account of the dead bodies, which formed a kind of 
wall between them, retired to their respective camps> z . But 
Dion Cajfius writes, that the Romans y inured under Caracal/a Vhe Ro- 
to an idle and effeminate life, were overcome in two eir.r^c- m:llls 
merits \ infomuch, that Macrinus, nor daring to venture 

third, lent embafiadors with rich prdents lor Artabanes ^ and 

» DiO. I. Ixxviii. p. 8'>3, Vit. Macr. p 95. * Vit. Macr. 

p 96. D10, ibid. p. S90. '* Hf ro;» f. iv. p. 557. 
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Marrmus all the gnnJccs of his court, and by that means obtained a 
excludes a peace, which coft him, according to our hiftorian, fifty m il- 
ftaee with jj ons 0 f drachmas*. However, the fenate decreed him the 
f/vHarthi- f urnamo Q f Parthicus^ which he accepted as appears from 
a»s, '^r-f orne of his medals b ; but declined the triumph which was 
wen.ans. ( j eci£e j illin ac tI)e f ame time c. As for the Armenians 

whom Caracalla had like wife provoked, Macrinus appeafed 
them, by reftoring their king Tiridatcs to the throne, and 
to him thofe lands which they had formerly poflefled in Cap- 
padocia d . Capitolinus fpeaks of a war with the people of 
• Arabia* in which Macrinus fignalized his courage, and was 
attended with great fuccefs e ; but of this war no mention is 
made by any other hiftorian. Afacrinus, having thus con- 
cluded a peace both with the Parthians and Armenians^ 
returned to Antiocb ; and there by means of many excellent 
laws, endeavoured, as much as in him lay, to reform the 
abufes which had prevailed in the reign of his predeceflbr. 
He declared all the refcripts and deciiions of the emperors 
void and null, unlefs they were found agreeable to the antient 
and known laws of Rome^ faying, It was a fhameful thing, 
that the caprices of a Commodus or a Caracalla flioulJ be held 
Micri- f or l awSi He puniflicd crimes with great feverity. When 
nu ' S ' f \ e ' any pcrfons, cf what rank foever, were convicted of adul- 
fityttfratnfl ict y 9 t^. ca ,jf 0 J tne delinquents to be tied together, and, thus 

* J ' tied, to be burnt alive. He obliged fugitive flaves to fight 
like gladiators : fomctimes he ordered criminals to be fhut 
up and frarved to death. He puniflied with death fuch in- 
formers as could not make good their accufations ; when 
they oi l, they hul the uftial reward, that is, the fourth part 
of the criminal's cftate ; whence they were called .^hiadru- 
flat (.res ; hue at the fame time Macrinus declared them infa- 
mous. He revived according to Capifslinzts, who betrays a 
ii Kingc prejudice againir him, the puniflinvjr.t of Mc-zcntius^ 
who is laid to have tied the living to the dead, that they 
might both putrify together. Hence the people, commending 
once iti the circus the mild temper of I. is U-'ii DiadumcnuS) 
pnMicly re ['".'ate 1 the vet fe of t'ir^il in commendation of 
Lwtjui tlie ( <A A'lezsKtius ; Dignus cui pater baud Atfi'zeu- 
tins ( Jlt^ It tvas a pity he bad a Mc7.cn I i us for bis father i. 
He took fr. m the inhabitants of Peranum all the privileges 
which h;-i been lately granted them b\ CuraraUa^ and ap- 
p^:::ud Dhn Cajjius the hiftorian governor of that city and 

* Dio ibid. p. SC6. l> N'ohts. dc Dio p. to. < Dio. 
ibid p 000. * Ivlcm, p. 30 7. c Vi;. Macr. p. 95. 

t V it. Macr p 96. 
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of Smyrna g . A confpiracy being difcovered againft him, he Aninffanee 
punched fome of the authors of it \ but pardoned Jrhianus, of bis cle- 
Thujcus, and Gellius 9 of whom the former is ftyled duke of "M"?- 
Armenia, and the two latter lieutenants of Afia and Arabia ; 
nay, he continued them in their employments, hoping to 
gain them by that means. We are told by Capitolinus* that 
Diadumenus wrote on this occafion to his father, and like- 
wife to the emprefs his mother, complaining of the indulgence 
which the emperor had fhewn them, and begging that they 
might be executed without mercy h (P). But we can hardly 
perfuade ourfelves, that Diadumenus , then only nine or ten 
years old, was capable of writing fuch letters. 

W£ have hitherto feen nothing in Macrinus blame-wor- 
thy : however, he was not without his faults ; for, in the Raifes onh 
firft place, as he himfclf was of a mean defcent, he deprived perfonsofa 
of their employments thofe who were nobly born, and raifed meun a'e- 
to the higheft pofts perfons of his own condition, though, Jet*t 9 and 
generally fpeaking, void of all merit. Thus he appointed no mtrit. 
Adventusj of whom we have fpoken before, governor of 

c Dio. p. S97. h Diad. vit. p. 100. 

(P) The letter which he is faid to have written to his father, 
was conceived in the following terms . I cannot be filent on the 
*' prefenc occafion, without being wanting to my duty. You were 
" furely quite unmindful of your own fafety, when you fpared 
44 the authors of the late rebellion. Men whofe minds are once 
" cxulcerated, will never be reclaimed by mercy ; and friends, 
" when they once begin to hate, are of all enemies the moft cruel. 
'* the moll implacable ; befidcs. they are <H11 in a condition to do 
** mifchief, they have Hill troops under their command : 

Site nulla mo-vet tan* arum gloria rerum, 
Afcanium fur gem em, t5f fpes hteredis full 
RcCpice % cui regnum I tali* Romanaqut till us 

Debctur- 

«• You muft put them to death, if you defire to live in fafety. Your 
61 fparing them will encourage others (fuch is the perverfenefs of 
** mankind !) to follow their example *' In his letter ro his mother 
he exprcfled himfelf thus. " The emperor my father by fparing 
** his enemies, (hews tliat he neither loves you nor himfelf .• there- 
14 fore exert yourfelf on this occafion, and take care they be exc- 
•* cuted ; for tho' my father fpares them, they wi.l not, when 
occafion offers, fpare us (98 J. 



(y*) fit. Diad. p. ico. 
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Rome, and prince •f'the fenate, even before he was a fenator, 
though altogether unequal to that high poft, being incapable 
of fpeaking in public, and fo illiterate, that he could not fo 
much as read. He recalled from the government of Panno- 
' ma and Dacia, Sabinus and C<tftinus y men of merit and di- 
ll in<5iion ; and fent Marcius Agrippa^ a manumitted flave, 
formerly banifned by Sever us for treafonable practices, to 
fuccecd the former ; and fubftituted Declus Tricianus y 
z man of no rank, in the room of the latter. In the 
foldicrs he punifhed the lcaft tranfgrcflicn or negledl of 
duty with fuch fe verity, that, inftead of Macrinus 9 he was 
called by them Macellinus^ from the word macellum y fignify- 
ing J). ambles. In the reign of Caracalla, they had been quar- 
tered in the cities, where they indulged thcmfelves with im- 
punity in all manner of licentioufnek ; but Macrinus obliged 
them to live under tents in the fields, and would not fuflfcr 
them to approach or enter any city, in order to inure them. 
tie d'""oM:- to a regular and military life. Tnis they could not endure, 
grille f:l the more becaufc the emperor himfelf wallowed in pleafurts 
diersfah:i A \ A.it:cch, while they in the field often wanted neccflaries. 
txcejjrvt Tfuy therefore began to regret the lofs of Caracalla. to hate 
wet ay. the: very name cf MacrinuSy and publicly to reproach him 

with th*j meannefs of his birth and former life. At the fame 
time, they were informed, that he had been the chief author 
of the murder of Carocalla ; which incenfed them againft him 
to fuch a degree, that they only wanted a favourable oppor- 
tunity to revolt from ll'Licrbws % and appoint another empe- 
ror in his room ; which they did accordingly the following 
year, when RLicrinus and Advent us were confuls. This re- 
volution vvas brougiit about by the contrivance and artifices 
01 MfzJ'i, fifter to the late cmprefs 'julia^ a woman of great 
craft, dexterity, experience, and even courage. She had 
lived ar court with her fifter during the reigns of Severn* and 
Caracal a, and had acquired there great knowledge of affairs, 
and likewi/L- i.nmcnfe weahh ; which Macrhius buffered her 
to enjoy afiher the mu:d.r of CaracalLu but ordered her to 
quit the court, and retire to Erne fa in Plmnicia y her native 
Citv.^ She h-".i two d..u;;!.:eis, viz. Julia So&mis, or Soartmas* 
and Jl-H'i M syieea. Of thefe the latter had a fon named Aexi- 
cr.m y and the former cne called Partus Avitus Bujpanus. When 
Ai-jh retired by /IfacriiMS 9 * orders to Emefa % (he took her 
tw / -™nd\ins wirli ru r , Ardtns being then thirteen years old, 
a 1 .'/ .v «; tt< ntilv tiin", .r.J r.,ufcd them both fo be con ft** 
c ' -' lJ ° - ■-' fi-^ the ch:;: deity of the inhabitants of En;cfa % 
w**o iiad ei.ci; J a h\i:ely temple to him, under the name of 

Elea»abalu:* 
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EUagabalus. Bajiantss 9 the eldeft of the two, was appoint- 
ed pontiff of that deity, and thence called EUagabalus^ or, 
as he is commonly ftyled by hiftorians, HeUogabalus 1 ; for his 
name has occafioned great difputes among the learned. As 
the temple of the fun was but at a fmall diftance from Ma- 
crinus's camp, the Roman foldiers, coming frequently to vifit 
the deity of the place, were mightily taken with the comeli- 
nefs of the young pontiff, who, in his perfon, was tall ami 
genteel, well-fhaped, and had fomething in his air and looks 
extremely gracious and plcafing. M<rfa y obfervlng her grand- 
fon thus admired by the foldicry, refolved to improve the op- 
portunity, giving our, that HeUogabalus was the fon of Ca- 
racalla ; that file pofleffed immenfe treafures, and would wil- 
lingly inrich with them fuch as ihould efpoufe the caufe of 
the deceafed emperor's fon. The foldiers, who were incamp- 
ed in the neighbourhood of Emefa, believing HeUogabalus to 
be truly the (on of Caracalla, and allured by the mighty pro- 
mifes of Mafa y invited her with her grandfon to their camp; 
and, upon their arrival, proclaimed Holiogabalus emperor, by ^ 
the name of M. Aurelius Antoninus , and inverted him with l0 jJ*L 
all the enfigns of (overcignty k . Macrinus, who was then At j- em€ p r JT 
Antioch) when informed of this revolt, inftcad of marching c / a j me/ j 
in perfon to quafh it at once, as he might have eafily done, emperor, 
contented himfelf with fending Ulpius Julian™, one of the Julianus, 
captains of the guards, with fome troops, againft them. Ju~ fentagainjf 
lianus attacked their camp with great refolution, and might him is he* 
have made himfelf matter of it the verv firft day, the foldiers frayed by 

^ sf ^ 

under his command being moftly Moors, and confequently *>** own 
greatly attached to Macrinus their countryman ; but Julia- men * an * 
71 us checking their ardour, and putting off the aflault to the m * r 4* r **** 
next day, in hopes they would in the mean time fubmit of 
their own accord, the beficged raifed new works during the 
night, fuftuined the afi'iult the next morning with great refo- 
lutior., and by (hewing HeUogabalus on the ramparts, and 
with him the treafures they had received from Mevjiu indu- 
ced the Romans who were with Julianns % and highly d'flatif- 
fied with Macrinus* to murder their own officers and join 
them. Jjlianus betook himfelf to flight, and lay for fome 
time concealed ; but being at length difcovercd, one of tl.c 
foldiers ftruck off his head, and carried it to the cmneror, 
wrapped up in a linen cloth, and fealed with Julianas** own 
fcaJ, pretending Lt to be the head of HeUogabalus \ and made 

* HrncD }.v.p,;f>2. Dro in ercrrpt Va! p. iff. Marc. 
vit p 96. *l)io. p. 902. IIekod. p. 504. V ic. Macr. 
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his cfcape while the emperor was unfolding it. Macrinus* 
perceiving whofc head it was, and thence concluding, that he 
had been betrayed and defeated, haftened to the camp of the 
Albanians ; that is, of the foldiers who had their fixed quar- 
ters at Alba* and were then incamped in the neighbourhood of 
Apamca ; acquainted them in a very injudicious fpeech with 
the revolt of the troops near Erne fa ; declared Heliogabalus 9 
his coufin Alexianus y both their mothers, and their grandmo- 
ther Mafa* public enemies ; and proclaimed his fon Diadu- 
menus AuguJluSj and his partner in the empire, promifing 
on that occafion to each foJdier five thoufand drachmas, and 
paying them of that fum one thoufand on the fpot. At the 
lame time, he wroie to the fenate, acquainting them with 
the revolt of the troops and the promotion of his fon, and 
injoining them to promife to the people in his name one hun- 
dred and fifty drachmas a man. The fenate, by whom Ma- 
crbius was greatly beloved, confirmed the title of Augufius to 
his fon, and declared Heliogabalus a public enemy. From A* 
pamea the emperor returned to Antioch y in (lead of marching 
without lofs of time againft the rebels at Erne fa ; which city 
M*ft*f was but at a fmall diftance. He was fcarce gone, when the 
the troops Albanians % and the other troops incamped in that neighbour- 
revolt. hood, declared for Heliogabalus y who thereupon marched 

ftrait to Antiochy to attack Mucrinus^ before he had time to 
aflemble his other forces. The emperor, upon the news of 
his approach, marched out of Antiocb at the head of the pra;- 
toiian bands ; and the two armies meeting on the confines of 
Syria and Phac^icia y a bloody engagement enfued, in which 
the troops of Heliogabalus y after a long and vigorous refi- 
nance, began in the end to give ground ; but were brought 
hack to the charge by A fur/a, Socctnis, the mother of Helio- 
gaba/uSy and by Heliogabalus himfelf, who fignalized his valour 
on that occafion in a very eminent manner. "J 'he fight being thus 
renewed with more fury than ever, Macrinus's men would 
have gained the day, according to Dion Gafjius* had they 
Micrinus not been abandoned by their leader, who, as he was natural- 
m l andoKt ] v timorous, betook himfelf to flight, when he faw the troops 
fas men m Q f Heliogabalus return to the charge. The praetorian guards 

* CCpt l ^ C ' r S ro,,nu \ cvcn a(tcr nis fl ! '5 nr » till Heliogabalus af- 
llciio- ** urc ^ lnC!TI "P^n his oath, that they Ihould not be difcharged, 
cabalus ^ut fl ,,,u ' u " cn j°y under him all the privileges and exemprions 

which had been granted them by other emperors ; then they 
declared for him, as the other troops had already done >. 
Maci inns retired to Anlioch, and there giving out that he had 

J Die. p. 8S9. Herod. I. v. p. r5j, 
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gained a complete victory, ordered his Ton to flicker hinifc'f 
in the country of the Parthians ; and, before the news of his 
defeat was publicly known, fled himfelf in difguife, taking 
with him letters for thofe who had care of the poll*, ns \i ha 
had been fent by the emperor upon fome important affair that 
required difpatch. Thus he crofled undifcovered the provin- 
ces of Cilicia, Cappadocia^ Galatia, and Bithynia. To a- 
VoiJ NicQmedia* he imbarqued at a port in the neighbourhood 
of that city, called Eriboius y with a defign to go by fea to 
Chalcedony and from thence to crofs over to Byzantium \ but 
being driven back by a contrary wind to Chalcedony when he 
was upon the point of landing at Byzantium^ he was there 
unfortunately taken ill, and diicovered by thofe whom Hclio- 
gabalus had fen: to purfuehim. The foldiers, to whofe cufto- 
dy he was committed, put him into a chariot, in order to 
carry him to irieliogabalus ; but he having thrown himfclf out 
of it, when he was informed that his fon too had been taken, 
and by the fall broken his fhoulder-bonc, the foldiers put an 
end to his pain and his life, by cutting off his head ; which they 
carried to Heliogabalus \ who ordered it to be expofed on the y e 
point of a fpea: to public view Such was the end of Af 1- rr j fa/fa 
crifius in the fifty- fourth year of his age, after he had reigned j); :it ii,m e- . 
four months wanting three days; for we reckon his reign rvxiputtm 
ended on the day of his defeat, which was the (eve-nth of dt*it*> 
June of the year 21 8. His fon Diadumenm was publicly ex- 
ecuted by the new emperor's orders, as a common malefactor, 
and liis head carried about, with that of his father, on the 
point of a fpear. We are told, that fome of the fohhers, 
conlidcring his youth (for he was hut ten years old), were 
for favmghim ; but the letters, which he was fupp jfed to have 
written againlt Avihanns and his accomplices, being produc- 
ed, they confen ted to nis death. Bajilianus, giu-emnr of 
gypt 9 and Marim Scctuidus* governor of Phoenicia (for tluc 
province had at this time its peculiar governor), rcfufed to 
acknowledge Hclizgal*4iut 9 even all-, r the death of A'L'crimts ; 
which occahoned feveraJ feditions in thole countries, in one 
of which great numbers of the people and foldiery were killed, 
and among the rclr. Sccundus himfelf. Bajiliunus fled to Italy % 
and lay fome time concealed in the neighbourhood of Brun- 
dufium ; but was in the end betrayed by one of" his old friends, 
to whom he had written for fome relief, and by Hcliogabalu**% 
orders executed at Nicowedia* where that prince palled the 
firft winter after his accellion to the empire 

1,1 Die, I. Ixxviii. p. 8?9. Herod, ibid p. 566. Macr. vir. 
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Hiliogabaltts, immediately after the defeat and flight of Ma* 
crinus % entered Antit in J from thence wrote to the fenate, 
acquainting them w.th the defeat of Macrinus^ and his accefli- 
on to the empire, and promifing to conform in every thing to 
thc excellent inftirutions of Auguftus and M. Aurelius^ and to 
do nothing without the advice and approbation of the fenate, 
v/hofe authority fliould be ever facred to him. However, as 
he fry Jed himfelf Augujius the (on of Antoninus y that is, of 
Caracalla, and the granJfon of Severus> and likewiie aflumed 
the proconfular and tribunitial power, and the titles of Hap* 
py and Pious^ before they had been conferred upon him by 
tiie fenate, his letter occafioncd a general confternation in the 
Helioga- c ity ; neverthelefs they confirmed to him all the titles he had 
balus ac- aflumed ; declared Macrinus* tho' by them greatly beloved, 
knpvtcdg a p UlJ |j c enemy, and honoured both Mtefa and Socemis with 

\ \ ™tZ° r thc tille of ' A4 Z u ft*' Tnus was Varius * vitus Bafftanus % 
J / H ' commonly known in hiftory by the name of Heliogabalus* 

His cba- raifcd to the empire. He was the moft profligate, impi- 
ratier. ous * inhuman, effeminate, and prodigal, tyrant that ever 

difgraced a diadem. His grandmother Mafa^ who was 
a woman of great parts and experience, quite afhamed 
of his fcandalous and unaccountable conduct, ftrove to the 
utmofl of her power to keep him within fome bounds ; but 
he, utterly defpifing her, only hearkened to the wicked coun- 
fels of his mother Socemis^ and of fuch as flattered him in 
his crimes. Hence he may be truly faid to have exceeded Ne- 
ro himfelf in cruelty, Caligula in prodigality, and the moft 
abandoned princes, who reigned either before or after him, 
in all manner of lewdnefs and debauchery. He did not reign 
Jfuiviw. f u |] four years, and in that fhort time married fix wives. His 

fir it wife was Julia Cornelia Paula 9 a lady of an unblameable 
character, and fprung from two of thc moft illuftrious fami- 
lies in Rome ; but foon after divorced her, and ftripped her 
of thc title of Augujla^ and all ihc other honours he had con- 
ferred upon her. He then married Julia A qui It a Sevtra y 
a VL-ftal virgin, which was accounted by the Romans an enor- 
mous crime ; but foon put her away to marry Annia Faujlina y 
the granddaughter of the emperor AJ. Aurelius % though al- 
ready married to Vothponius Bafftts , whom he caufed fo be 
murdered. Fanjii/:a, and three others, whofe names are 
unknown, were in a fhort time obliged to give room to 
Aquilia Severa the vcflul, whom he admitted anew to his 
bed, faying, That he hoped, a* ffce was a prieftefs and he a 
pricft, to have by her an oJi*oruig worthy of the immortal 

£ods« 
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gods °. But his frequent marriages and divorces did not give 
to much offence as Li* fcnndalous lewdnefs and unheard-of de- 
baucheries. He ruined the imncriJ palace into a brothel, fi! His mo*: 
ling u with fuch tium ers of piollirutcs* for the convcnicncy, 
he t'..id, i-t his f icnds and tav'juri.o, tfiat it teemed a cif), Lzv.wr*, 
faj s JIerot//<<?f 9 inhabited uiilv bv ievvd women. With them, 
and hi<> J*-b.iucKiC'l comruuiuiib, he paf'ed the gieatefr part or 
his time, a'laivioui ' : hmifeli to the m< ft fcandaloub and un- 
natui.il practices. Hl «. run aflemhled them in one of the halls 
of the 'idluce, appeared among them in the apparel, and wiiJj 
the air of a pn-ihtute ; encouraged them in formal harangues 
to lay afiJe all m-jdelfcy, (hake off all rcftraints, and make \z 
lh: \: whole ItuJv to rind out new methods of Litisf\ ins tiicir 
Ju:"r.d ."ppet'tes. in his fpeeihes he addielled them with lIic 
title or commit t tone $^ fellow jhldnrs ; and truly they were 
the only Ibhiiers woitliy of fuch a general. After fume time 
he diove many of the debauched women out of the palace, 
and cook catamites in their room ; for he was himfelf of that 
infamous ti il»e, having been publicly married firft to Aurelius 
'Laticui^ one of his officers, and afterwards to Hicrocles^ a 
flave. He was not afhamed to fatisfy his moil infamous and 
unnatural luiU in public, in the face of the fun and the 
wlioie Roman people, putting thereby out of countenance 
even the mod profligate amongft his debauched companions. 
But to dweil on fuch abominable fcencs of impurity is be- 
neath the dignity of an luflorian, and only worthy of iudi 
a biographer as /Elius Larttprid:u< y who feems to take parti- 
cular delight in defending the unheard-of pollutions and abo- 
minations of this lewd monfter. Mis prodigality was as [j;,^ ro j. m 
bound lefs as his lull ; for in the ihort time of his reign he is guilty, 
faid to have reduced a 1 moil to bcggaiy ail the (ubjcdts of the 
empire, and to have left at his death the exchequer quite empty. 
He ruffe red nothing to appear at his table hut what was brought 
from tne moftdiftant countries at an imrnenfe charge. Pi is 
palace, his chambers, and his beds, were all futniihed uuli 
cloth or gold. When he went abroad, all the way 
between his chamber and the place where his charioc 
waited for him was lire wed with gold-dull ; for he 
thought it beneath him to tread upon the ground like other 
m.Mi. Ail lils tables, chelrs, chairs, and fuch vcllcls as weie 
deitiued for the nieaneil u!cs, were of pmc gold. 'I Uin-h 
his eloath weic excee ling roflly, and relet with jewels am I 
pr (.i'.*u.i !r>ne\, he i> laid iu v i r to have woin m.e lu e 

f ice, nor ever tn h»ive put on again a ring which he had ■►i.ce 

° Dm' !. Ixxlx. p. 911. He pod n. c63. 



g S The Roman flrjlory. Book HI. 

ufed. He was conftantly ferved in gold plate ; but every 
night after fupper diftributcd among his guefts and attendants 
what had been made ufe of that day. He often diftributcd 
among the people and Jbldiery, not corn only and money, as 
other empemrj had done, but gold and filver plate, jewels, 
precious (rones, and tickets inutling them to immenfe funis, 
which were immediately paid. He caufed his fifh-ponds to 
be filled with water diftilled from rofes, and the naumacbia, 
where fca-fights were exhibited, with wine. His rooms, 
tables, couches, and galleries where he walked, were daily 
If re wed with rofes, iillies, and all forts of flowers. His ban- 
quets and entertainments were er.penfive almoft beyond belief, 
his favouiite difhes being tongues of peacocks and nightin- 
giUs, and tiie brains of parrots and pheafants. He fed his 
dojs with the livers of geefe, his horfes with raifins, and his 
lions and other wild beafts with partridges and pheafants. In 
fhoft, the whole wealth of the Roman empire was fcarce fufE- 
cient, fa} 3 Herodian, to fupply the extravagance of one man p . 
As for h e unheard-of follies, we refer our readers to Lampri~ 
dins, who relates them at length, not thinking them worthy 
of a place in our hiftory. 

To give fome account of this ftrange reign, according to 
Caufesfe- the order of time ; Hciicgabalus, before he left Syria, com- 
<veralpcr- manded fcver-1 perfons, both in the eaft and at Rome, to be 
/In* of dif- put to death ; and among the reft, Julianus Neftor, . captain 
tincitcn to of the* guards under Macrinus j Fabius Agrippinus, governor 
be murder Q f Syria ; Reanus, governor of Arabia \ Claudius At talus, 
9 ' who had governed Titrate in the year 194, and was then go- 

vernor oi Cyprus ; and Decius Triccianus, who commanded 
in Pannonia From Syria, the new emperor marched to 
Ni corned i a in Bilbynia, where he pa/Ted the winter, and gave 
many frefh inftances of his cruel and inhuman temper, cauf- 
ing, befides many others, one Gannys to be murdered, for ad- 
viiing him in a friendly manner to abandon his former vices, 
and behave like a Roman emperor. Gannys was one of M<s- 
Ju\ domcftics, but favoured to fuch a degree by Heliogabalus % 
on account of his fidelity, and the zeal he had (hewn in his 
caufe, that he defigncd to marry his mother to him, and de- 
chuc him Cajar. However, his finding fault with his vices 
provoked him to fuch a degree, that he ordered him to be put 
to death upon the fpot, and gave him with his own hand the 
fir ft blow In the beginning of the following year, Helio- 

r I'll rod. p. 569. Vit. Hcliog. p. 102. ID10. J % Ixxix. p. 
t>oj.. • Idem, in c-ccrpt. Val. p. 761, 762. 
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gabalus entered upon his firft confulfliip, having for his col- 
legue one Saccrdos? of whom we find no farther mention in 
hiftory. Early in the fpring, the new emperor fet out for 
Rome t where he was received both by the people and fenate, 
with great demonftiations of joy, though no one doubted 
but he would prove a fecond Nero or Caligula. The next day 
he went to the fenate ; and taking with him his grandmother, 
placed her next to the confuls, ordered her name rq be fet £7 r ***^ 
down among thofe of the other fenators, and appointed that " g ^ r am 
ihe fliould vote as the reft, and be confulted in all matters of m t ^ e 
importance. For his mother So a- mis he inftituted a fenate, f € „ ators ^ 
confiding only of women, and declared her their head or pre- and infti- 
fident. The ful je<5t of their confutations, oebatcs, and de- tutes a fe* 
crees, were the drefs and apparel of the Roman matrons, nate of 
their ranks and dignities, their vifits, ceremonies, and othei 'women. 
important matters of the like nature r . The emperor himfelf 
was not employed in affairs of greater moment, being wholly EflahUJhei 
taken up in eftablifhing at Rome the worfhip of his god Helio- the <wor- 
gabalusy or, as he is fry led on the medals of this prince, Eica- Jbip 0/ the 
gabalus. He erected a magnificent temple to him, wnrlhip- goJ Elea- 
ped him with ceremonies never before pradtifed at Rom*', pre- gabalus. 
ferred him to 'Jupiter himfelf, and to all the other gods or the 
Romans? who, he faid, were but the for v ants of his god ; 2nd 
declared, that he would fuffcr no other god to be adored, at 
Rome or elfewhcre, but Elcagabalus. Jn order to this, he 
profaned all other temples, ftnpped (hem of their ornaments, 
and attempted to convey into the temple of his own god t ho per- 
petual fire of the ftatue of Cybcle? the buckles of Alurs? 
the palladium brought from T*oy, as was fuppofed by /Eneas % 
and whatever elfe was looked ppon by the Romans as moil fa- 
cred. From Carthage he ordited the goddefs Cwlejlis to be 
brought to Rome? an i with he r all the licli ntnamervs be- 
longing to her temple ; rnai ricd her to hlcng<:lr.his? and 
caufeJ the nuptials ot the two deities 10 be celebrated wi:n 
great pomp and folemnity'. Dion Coffins teiis us, that, in 
honour of his god, he ahflainel fioin hogs -tfefh, and c;. life J 
himfelf to be circumcifed u > and Helvetian? that he erected 
another magnificent temple for him in the iountiy, v.ni:her 
he conveyed him every year in (he beginning <>l the fun.trer. 
The lame author adds, that befides m.mv oilier vuSiiiio, lie 
fat rifi wed children to him, moftlv fprung from ilbdl n. i.s fa- 
milies, and privately fnaiched up by ii;c miiiille:s oj Us cju- 



r Heling. vit. p. ro:, 105,106. : Ilcliog. vit p i^', m^, 
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elty, difperfed all over Italy for that purpofe w. Dion Cajftus 
obferves, that he caufed feveral illuftrious peifon* to be inhu- 
manly murdered this year; and among the left, Seius Cams, 
Valeriana* Patus^ Silius Mejjala, and Pompon! us Soffits 9 all 
fenators of great diftindiion, for no other crime, but becaufe 
he believed thev difiiked his conduct x . 



The following year, Heliogabalus entered upon his fccond 
confuiihip, having for his collegue Eut)\hianus, an imperial 
freedman, and a celebrated bufFoon ; whence he was fur named 
C:?n:izon, which, in the Greek tongue, fignifies waggifh, or 
gay. He had greatly contributed to the rife of Hcliogabahn ; 
for at his indication the troops near Emcfa had declared ior 
him : on which account the new emperor immediately de- 
clared him captain of the guards, and conferred upon him the 
confular ornaments. This vear he honoured him with the con- 
iular dignity ; and when his confulfhip expired, appointed him 
governor of Rome y. The next year, when Cratus Sabiniantts 
and Seleucus were con fuls, A'hvfa^ forcfeeins that the Rowans 
could not long bear with fuch a prince as Heliogabalus, pre- 
AVxUnus vailed upon him to adoot his coufin Alexianus, and declare 



sir? pud him Cajar, though at that time only twelve, or, at moll, 



I 



av ! :rcit- thirteen, years old. The ceremony was performed with ex- 
t.i L:e:ar. traotmiury pomp ; and the young prince on that occafion 

took the names of Alexander and Severn s 9 the former from 
the Icing of Macedor:, an : the hitter from the impeior, his 
fuppofed grandfather 2 . Helicgabalus treated him at fir/} in a 
Yen f.'kndly and obliging manner, hoping to draw him over 
FI/inc*a- t0 ' 1;S ' e v d courfes ; but nnding rii.it the excellent youth could 
bar.- re not by any moms be induced to foil. >w his exampb, and that 
A// h: was nv>!"L- beloved i-oth bv the people and fol-iierv than him- 
adoytlng fc!f, he begin to rco:nr his havinj adopt jJ Mm, and ga\ e 
/Mr, and p:i\ ate orders to l!i«# r e w'*o were tuilted with the care of his 
-rp>j to education, to difp.:t>.h h ni. li t all their atrtmp's being 
a 'j !rc y rendered a')Oit:'/e, i y the care and t ■pcumfpection of Alumaa, 
^ m> mother to the wang [wince, and of his prjndm ither /PL; fa, 

who bet rave J ah the emp roi's fece. , Heli^ahal is, tranf- 
porte I witn r.iire, nrdeivi the fenace to dj^rade Alexianus Irom 
the dignity of Cafir, and annul the lat: i'doption. At the 
fame ti ne h- dif f Muhe<l aiuffins to minder him ; :mJ retiring 
to an old \)A n e on m r\\v E qn hn, waited thete till news 
was .■rotitfht him of lv; death, liur, in the mean time, the 
pru:t »run guard-,, appnfed of thj danger th»t threatened the 

""Herod ibi.l fieliog vir. p. 103. * Dio. p 90S, nog. 
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young prince, flew to the palace, and would have put the 
emperor himfelf to death, had he not foftened them with 
mighty promifes, abanduneJ to them all his debauched com- 
panions, and fuch as were deemed enemies to Alexander \ 
and folemnly declared, that he defigned for the future to lead 
a quite different life, and to redrefs all the grievances, of 
which, he faid, they had hut too much reafon to complain*. 
The next year he took upon him his third confulihip ; and 
pretending to be reconciled to Alexander, chofe him for his 
colicgue; hut bein? determined at all events, notwithftand- 
ing his late proteftacions, to rid himfelf of fo trouMefome a 
rival, in the firft place he ordered all the fen. 1 tors to quit the 
city, left they fhould thwart his defigns ; and then caufing 
Alexander to he iiiut up in the palace, gave out, that he was 
all on a fudden taken ill, and almoft pair, recovery. This re- 
port he fpread abroad on puipofe to difcover the difp'.firion 
of tii- folJierv, who no fooner heard it, than they flew to 
arms, and demanded to fee Alexander. The young pnncc 
was accordingly brought forth to them, and by the emperor 
himfelf cjnducLd to the camp, where he was received with 

the grraceft dem >ufrra;ionh of joy, while no one took the 
leaft notice of He/iogaba/10 ; which provoked the tyrant to 
fuel) a degree, th.it he ordered chofe, who had applaudtd 
jllexander, to be puni/hed as irairors. Rut the reft, relcuing The foldt- 
them »ut of the hands of the extcuti. ners, began to croud ers mutin h 
abnuc the emperor, uttering dreadful menaces ; which fo ter- 
rified him, that he attempted to fave himfelf by flight, thofe 
who had attended him to the camp endeavouring to difperfe 
the multitude. Hereupon a quarrel enfued between the par- 
tizans of the two princes, in wi ich thofe who favoured He- 
Uogalntlus were foon defeated and cut in pieces, with Hiero- 
c/es, that prince's chief favourite, the captains of the guards, 
and all the minifters who attended him. The emperor him- 
felf withdrew, during the con left, into the molt filthy place 
of the camp, and confequently the mod worthy of him; 
where he was foon difcovered, and murdered by the enraged Helioga- 
foldieiy, together with his mother Socemis, who had retired halus ami 
thither with him* and held him the whole lime in her arms. mother 
Bath their heads were (truck oft'; and after their bodies had kocrmi* 
been iunommioully drag-red through the city, and mod: out- mu,l ^ re ^ 
rageoufly intuited by the populace, that of Hcliogabalns was, 
with a great weight fattened to it, thrown frwm the /Ethffl.ni 
bridge into the Tiber b. Such was the deferved end oi Heh:* 

1 Dio. p. 91 t;. Herod, ibid Meliogab. vit p ic6. h IIf- 
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gahaluSy the mod wicked and mod debauched of all the Roman 
emperors, in the eighteenth year of his age, after he had reign- 
ed three years, nine months, and four days, from the feveuth 
of June, of the year 218, on which day he defeated Macri- 
nusy to the eleventh of March of the year 222, when he met 
with his deferved doom. The fenate caufed the name of An- 
tininus, which he had afiumed and difgraced with his lewd 
life* to be erafed out of the public regifters and all inferip- 
tions ; and pafTed a decree, excluding for ever women from 
the fenate, and loading with curfes fuch as fhould for the fu- 
ture attempt to tranfgrefs it 
Alexander Upon the death of Heliogabalus, his coufin Alexander* 
declared jj lcn j n the fourteenth year of his age, was proclaimed empe- 
* m P rr * r - rur [yy the fuldierv, and conducted from the camp to the fe- 
nate; where he was received with all poflible demonftratinns 
of joy, and honoured with the titles of Augujius y of father of 
his country, and all the other marks of uiftinction peculiar to 
the imperial dignity. Ac the fame time they offered him the 
name of Antoninus y and the fur name of Great ; but he mo- 
Htshirth deftly declined them both. He was the fon of fulia Mameea y 
endedtua- or Manuneea* of whom we have fpoken above, and of Gene- 
tion. f lus Mar ci anus a Syrian. He was a native of the city of 

Area in Phoenicia , and born there, accoiding to Lampridius * 9 
in a temple confee rated to Alexander the Great ; whence, 
upon his being adopted by Hcli ogabalus % he took the name of 
Alexander. His former name was Bajfianus y according to 
Dion Cajjius 5 but according to Herodian y Alexianus, his 
grandfather's name. His father dying when he was very 
His mntker young, his mother brought him up with great care j for fu - 
J ilia Ma- Ua lilamaa is thought by many writers of great note to have 
wasa. been iniiru&ed in the truths of the gofpcl, and to have em- 
braced the chriftian religion e : at leaft, Eufebius ftyles her 
a very pious a id religious woman f; epithets which wc can 
hardlv peifuade ourfelves a chriftian bifliop would have be- 
llowed upon a pagan. While (he was at /intioch^ in the year 
218, hearing Origen greatly commended on account of his 
knowledge in religious matters, ihe mewed a great defire ro 
fee him, fent for him from Alexandria, received him win 
great joy, and kept him fome time with her B . It is v jl 
improbable, that fhe was by him convinced uf the futli, a:id 
embraced it. lie that as it will, (he brought up her fon with 
extraordinary care, emplo)ing only fuch perfohs to ;n(rruct 

« Keliog. vit p. 107. d Vit. Alex p. 114. r Vide O- 
*os. 1. vii. c. 18. Cedren. t. i p. 256. Aui/lfak. p. K->. 
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him as were equally renowned for their probity and learning 
and aiiowing no one, to come near him, whom fhe fufpe(£ted 
capable of corrupting his morals. He applied himfelf from 
Ins infancy to the ftudy of the Greek and Latin tongues, and 
was iiu Weil verted in the former as any man of his age ; but 
his improvement in the latter was not ib great, as appeared 
t/om hid fpceci.cb to the teuate, to the foldiery, and to the 
people h : neither Jul he admire the Latin eloquence Co much 
as the Greek. tic wa* well frilled in ail the other branches 
of polite learning, and, beiides, in the arts of painting, fmg- 
ing, playing t;p;>n inftrurnents, &'e. From his ii\Uncy he 
^ave innumerable mflancea of a moft niiid, humane, and ge- 
nerous temper ; fhe%\ ed an utter aver Hon to bloodfhed and 
aii manner or cru* :iv ; and made it his chief ftudy to pleafe 
and oohge, not only his parents and relations, but even his 
domcftics. As he paid an in tire deference to his mother Ada- 
Tfi.za ami grandmother Afrfa, both women of great experi- 
ence and extraordinary parts, at their motion, he chofe, as 
foon as he was raifed to the empire, fixieen fenators for hi* 
council, all men of known probity, and Jong verted in pub- f*U* m *+ 
IicafFui'» 9 1 1 anf acting nothing without their advice, and con- 
stantly conforming to it. Among thefe were, Fabius Sethi- 
nus, generally ft) led the Cato of his time ; Demit ius Vlpia- 
?ms and Julius Paulas^ two celebrated civilians ; Antoninus 
(jordianus, afterwards emperor; Cat ill us Severus y Alexan- 
der*^ kinfinan, and one of the moft learned perfons of his 
age ; /films Sgrenianus^ a man of extraordinary integrity ; 
and Sheintiiins iVIarcellus, a great admirer or the cuftoms and 
manners of the anticnt Romans*. I he deference he paid to 
his mother was fo great, that Herodian reckons it among 
his faults ; lor though he was himfelf a man of extraor- 
dinary talents, of fuch difbernment and penetration, lays 
Lamprtdius^ that no one ever deceived him, yet he confiant- 
]y pi cf cried her opinion to his own k . He gave her name 
to level al Lunhiings, which they ftill retained in the end of 
the fourth ceoturv * \ and cauted her to he honoured wiih 
the titles of /th»ujta y or n:?iber of her country, of the armies, 
and of the jenate, which had been formerly conferred on 

f/di .H the wife of Sever us m . As Mamata prolch'ed, in ,-Me 

all liLehhooJ, the chnftian religion, no wonder c hat /v-v,* 
lex under Jhewcd *Jjreat favour to the? chriftiaiis, and woulu :b* ■ 
not luHcr (hem u» be anv-ways niolefted on account ui 
their Jtli^um. L JeLius tells us, that his couit vv.is li".I<.J 
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with chriftians n ; and Lawpr>diui, that in his private ora- 
tor, uc *u. J Chri-i an.: .i\/rabv/fu and would have 
Cauled '.ear.-, •> : . >e c;ecte I c-j the r »»m icr of the curutun reli- 
gin.i, ha. jij n-,r be.;:; i rerieJ hum it n/ the anfv/c i s of me 
o»\k,;.^, ,.ilu;! l i > hm, iha r . if' he ever ;^ffe r c.i Gbiiji to ';e 
r.ii.k^J am ;i r ci.c godr, ..Ii if-: other ten. pi. s would he 
foun abaii . r. i the irotN ncjedtcd °. F?V fecms to have 
bev.ii vvei! I'-qiuiiit . : >uh tne nun ah of ti <c chr llian religi- 
on ; f./i' hv. .ad coniiantiy in i is mouth tli.:t goiJtn rule, Do 
as :0u w-jii d be do e ty : Ca*.L<l it to he fet jo o\ or the sraus of 
h ^ -aluc, ana on fevcial pu >hc edifices, and ob:cr. ed it biin- 
fei;, it tue writeis of hi 3 life mav !> creuued, with the great- 
e(t exactnek F . For he made it his chief iludy to o! li^e all 
men, an.l is faiJ ncv^r to have wronged any. During the 
nrlt year uf h;3 reign, he was wholly taken up in reforming 
the many enormous abu/cs, which had prevailed in the court 
urui.r his predeccH'.r. With this view he banimed all the 



fr.edmcn, ilave-, eunuchs, players, and buffoons, who had 
borne any fvvay in the la c icign ; and chofe in their rooms 
pcrlbns of Dlaaul'-Ts characters, and known integrity. Hav- 
ing by this means lefbimcd the court, he made a It net inqui- 
ry ituo the manneri and conduct of the pu die officers, efpe- 
D'r .'Wges ci-!!y of the governors of provinces, and difcharged mod of 
the minif tiiofe who had been employed by Heliogabalus. Such of them, 
tf> sfi!)* as had oppreil'e.l the people committed to their care, were 
laic mis- bani'bed ; an j the reft reduced to their former condition, as 
rr "'- perfons altogether unfit for any public office q . The next 

year, when L. Afarius Maximus and L. Rofcius JEllanus 

wese confuls the emperor's nuptiais were celebrated with 
extraordinary pomp and magnificence. He married Sulpicia 
Mam/nii, the dtugluer of Sulpicius a confular, and grand- 
daughter of CaluLs. As the whole empire enjoyed at this 
time a profouuJ pe-cc, nothing remarkable happened either at 
Ri;:ie, or in the provinces, in the two following years ; in 
the fir ft of which ^julianus and Crifpinus were confuls, and 
in the (econd Fufcus and Dexter. But the fourth year of A- 
kxander% reign, and during his fecond confulfhip, in which 
TVPerfi- l«e h.td S^tiiuUlus Marcellus for his collegue, Artaxerxts 
m empire hiving utterly ruined the Parthian, and re-eftabliflied the 
re el) nb- Perft empire, of vvhichgreat revolution we have fpokeu 

lijmd. clfewhere, advanced at the head of a rnigh-y army againft the 

Romans, with a defign to recover Alfopotamia ami the other 
provinces, which had formerly belonged to the Per/tan cm- 
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pire. His approach occafioned great confternation in Syria ; 
and many of the Romans quartered in Mefopotamia, abandon- 
ing the caftles which they garifoncd, lifted * in his army ; fo 
that he might with great eafe have over-run, not only Mefopo- 
tamia, but likewife Syria, had he not attacked on his march 
the city of jitra 9 before which place he loft fuch numbers 
of his men, without being able to reduce it, that, dropping 
for the prefent his expedition againft the Romans, he thought 
it advifeable to march back into his own country, after having 
ravaged great part of Media, and made fomc unfuccefsful at- 
tempts upon Armenia r . The next confuls were Albinus and 
Maximus ; during vvhofe adniiniftration nothing happened 
which authors have thought worth tranfmitting to pofterity: 
but the following confullhip of Moclejhts and Probus was re- 
markable for the death of the celebrated civilian Domhius Ul- The death 
planus, who being appointed by Alexander captain of the pras- ^Ulpian. 
torian guards, and endeavouring to eftablifli among them the 
ancient difcipline, provoked their hatred to fuch a degree, 
that , after having in vain folicited Alexander to remove him, 
they at length murdered him in the emperor's prefence. The 
chief authors of his death were puniftied with the utmoft fe- 
vericy, and the moft factious among the guards ignominioufly 
dileharged. In the room of Ulpian, the emperor chofe one 
Decimus, and Julius Paulas, a native of Padua, who had 
been baniflied by Hcliogabalus, on account of his great probi- 
ty, and was perhaps as well (killed in the laws as U/pian c . 
This year feveral tumults happened at Rome and in the pro- 
vinces. The troops, quartered in Mcfopotamia revolted, 
murdered their general Flavins Heracleo, and went in great Tbefoldf 
numbers over to the Perjians*. The troops in Syria pro- *™ 
claimed one Taurinus emperor, who, as they had conferred 'J*^*™ 
that honour upon him againft his will, made his efcape ; and ^ 
being purfued by the mutinous foldiery, threw himfelf into 
the Euphrates, and was drowned Zcjimus and Syncellus 
fpeak of one Uanus, who, having ufurped the empire at 
Edijfa in Ofrboene, was defeated by the troops that remained 
faithful to Alexander. At Rome the praetorian guards attemp- 
ted to raife one Antoninus to the empire ; buc he, declining 
that burden, withdrew into the country, and never after- 
wards appeared in the city w . But Ovinias Camillus, a fena- 
tor, fprung from one of the moft illuftrious families in Ro?ne, 
ftudying to gain the affections of the foldiory, in order to raife 

r D10. I, lxxx. p. 918. & in excerpt. Val. p. 769. Herod. 1. 
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O/iniut hfrnfelf, by their means, to the empire, Alexander was no 

Camil- fooner informed of his private practices, than he fent for him 

lus mfpi*- to court, and thanked him for offering to take upon him fo 

ing at the g re at a burden, ft) led him his collcgue, took him with him to 

empire, the fenate, allotted him an apartment in the palace, caufed 

il '1**' * 1 ' m to ^ e attired * n a morc pompous habit than his own, 
f ? * and treated him in every refpeft as his partner in the empire. 

n cr# As a war broke out at this time, which required the emperor's 

prefence, Alexander offered the command of the army to Ctf- 
millus \ but he declining it, the emperor defired he would at 
Icaft fliare with him the fatigues and the glory of that expe- 
dition. Accordingly they both fet out from Rome on foot ; 
but Catnilius, who was not enured to a military life, being 
tired, after five miles march, Alexander begged he would pur- 
fue his journey on horfeback ; which he did for two days, 
when the emperor, perceiving he could no longer bear even 
that fatigue, ordered a chariot to be provided for him; which 
proved fo great a mortification to Camillus, that he begged 
leave to rcfign the empire, and return home ; which Alexan- 
der readily granted, afluring him before they parted, that he 
might live in fafety where he pleafed. Camillus retired to his 
country-feat, and there lived unmolefted, during the reign of 
Alexander ; but was put to death by fome of his fucceflbrs, 
for what crime we are no- where told *. The expedition 
which Alexander is faid to have undertaken this year, was pro- 
bably again ft the Germans ; for it appears from fome ancient 
inferiptions, that great advantages were gained over them this 
year, the /even th of the emperor's reign 7; and Lampridius 
tells us, that the Germans were overcome by Varius Macri- 
nus 9 governor of Illyrtcum z . The fame year, Furius Celfus 
iignalized himfclf in Alaur it ania Ting i tana, and Junius Pal* 
matui in Armenia, and were both rewarded with the confu- 
lar ornaments a . 

The following year, Alexander entered upon his third 
confulfliip, having Dion CaJJius, the fecond time confu!, for 
his collcgue. Dion was in the beginning of this reign in Afia ; 
whence he pa/Ted into Bilhynia, his native country, with a 
tlefign to ftay fome time there with lus friends and relations ; but 
he was foon fent into Africa , to govern that province, with 
the character of proconful. Upon his return to Rome, lie was 
appointed governor of lilyricum, and from thence removed in- 
to Upper Pannonia, where he revived the ancient military dif- 
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cipline among the troops, puni filing the leaft neglect of duty Dion Caf- 
with the utmoft feverity ; infomuch, that the praetorian fius bated 
guards, who dreaded his rigour, upon a report, that he was re- h thef*U 
called to command them, no fooner faw him appear in Rome, * ur y 0H 
than they began to mutiny, andprefs the emperor to put him ** co '**t °/ 
to death. But Alexander , without hearkening to their unjuft " t evtrtm 
demand, heaped many honours upon him, often appeared with 
him in public, and took h!ni this year for his collegue in the 
confulwip.* however, rearing the foldiers might offer hiin fome 
infult, if he appeared in Rome with the enfigns of the confu- 
lar dignity, he advifed him to retire from the city, and pais 
the time of his confulfhip in the country, which he did ac- 
cordingly. Soon after he obtained leave to withraw into his 
own country, where he fpent the remaining part of his life in 
quiet and retirement b. It will not be foreign to our purpofe 
to infert here the account which that writer gives us of the 
ftate of the Roman legions at this time, and of the provinces 
where they were quartered. There were in the time of Au- Tbenttm- 
gujlus twenty-five legions, of which only nineteen were now her of tbt 
remaining, the other fix having been either difbanded, or in- Roman 
corporated into fome of thofe that frill remained. On the legions, 
other hand, Nero, Galba, Vefpaftan, Domitian, Trajan^ M % 
Aurelius, and Severn s, raifed thirteen new ones ; fo that the 
legions at this time were in all thirty-two. Of thefe, three 
were quartered in Britain, one in Upper y and two in Lower , 
Germany, one in Italy, one in Spain, one in Numidia, one in 
Arabia, two in Pale/line, one in Phoenicia, two in Syria, two 
in Mcfopotamia % two in Cappadocia^ two in Lower, and one 
in Upper, Mccfia, one in Noricum, and one in Rhcetic «. 
Our author does not inform us where the two remaining 
legions were quartered, nor how many men each of them 
contained ; but Lampridius feems to infinuate, that each legion 
confilred of five thoufand mcn d . From this distribution of the le- 
gions it appear?, that th~ Romans at this time looked upon the 
Caledonians, the Parthian >, or rather Perfians, and the nations 
beyond the Danube, as their mofl formidable enemies, and 
were not fo apprchenfive of any invafion on the fideof Germany, 
as they had been in former times; for now there were but 
three legions in that country, whereas in the reigns of Aujujlus 
and Tiberius, the banks of the Rhine had been guarded by no 
fewer than eight legions, which were deemed the main ftrength 
of the empire c . 'l'his year Alexander, who did not fparc his 
greater* friends, when manifeftly copvicted of abuftng the 
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confidence he repofed in them, caufed Fetronius Turinus 9 
one of his chief favourites, to be put to death for a crime of 
that nature. The emperor had a particular efteem and kind- 
nefs for Turin us 9 and often confulted him in private, as he was 
a man of extraordinary abilities, about affairs of the greateft 
importance. This honour and deference, which the emperor 
feemed to pay to him, the crafty courtier refolved to turn to 
his own advantage, and accordingly gave out, that Alexander 
tranfacted nothing without his advice ; that he had gained art 
abfolute fway over him ; and that it was in his power to raife 
whom he picafed to the fir ft employments in the empire. By 
Vetronius this means he accumulated immcnfe wealth in a fhort time, 
Turinus a j| wno W anted any favour or preferment, recurring to Turi- 
cbufesthe nus ^ w h 0 f e intereft was not to be gained without rich pre- 
confidcnce f ents# pj c 0 f tcn did not fo much as mention to the emperor 

^bimb '*& *' 1C P er ^ ons w h° m he pretended to recommend ; but never- 
mp$r$r * t ^ e ^ e ^ s 9 when they happened to obtain, by means of others, 

what they demanded, he afTumed the whole merit of it to 
himfelf, and exacted a proportionable acknowledgment, which 
in thofe days was called felling fmoke. The emperor, who was 
a man of great penetration, began to fufpeft his favourite of 
fuch practices ; and therefore aperfon, in whom he could con- 
fide, foliciting him one day for a favour, he told him he 
would grant him his requcft, provided he privately add re/Ted 
Turinus* as if he wanted his recommendation. Turinus 9 
glad of this opportunity, promifed to employ all his mtereit 
in his behalf, and foon after told him, that he had already 
recommended him to the emperor, who, he was fure, would 
grant him the defired favour the very firft time he had an op- 
portunity of recommending him anew, which he hoped would 
be very foon. He added, that he deferved to be rewarded for 
his trouble ; and the petitioner referring that to his difcretion, 
he not only exacted a large fum for what he pretended to have 
done, but obliged him to promifc, in the prcfenceof witnefies, 
a far more confiderable one, to be paid as foon as he obtained 
his requcft. The emperor, who was informed of the whole, 
immediately granted the favour ; which Turinus no fooncr 
knew, than he obliged his client, tho' he had never once men- 
tioned his name to the emperor, to make good his word and 
pay the promifed fum, pretending, that by his means aione he 
had obtained what he defired. Hereupon Alexander caufed a 
diligent inquiry to be made into his former con/Jucl, whtn i: 
appeared, that hchad received large funv;, not only from thofe 
who had obtained any prefvr.nent, hut from fuch too as had had 
]aw-fuits, ami often from both pat tic* \ which fo provoked 
the emperor, that he accufed him to bhc:u:ate, who fentenced 

him 
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him to death ; and the fentence was put in execution in the 
following manner : The criminal was, by the emperor's or- How fu~ 
ders, tied to a gibbet, and fuffocated with the fmoke of green nijhed by 
wood and wet ftubble, kindled round him, the public crier in tbeempt- 
the mean time proclaiming, He who fold fwoke y dies with ror * 
fmoke f. The following year, X. Virius Agricola and Sex. 
Cat i us Clementinas being confuls, the emperor retired into 
Campania , and there fpent this and the following year, when 
Pompeianus and Pelignianus were confuls s . The next con- 
fuls were Lupus and Maximus ; during whofe adminiftration, 
Artaxerxes, the reftorcr of the Perfian monarchy, having re- ^rtaxer- 
duced all the neighbouring countries, unexpectedly invaded the xesirrvaaVt 
Roman dominions at the head of a mighty army, ravaged the Roman 
Mefopotamia^ and advanced to the very confines of Syria* dowuniom. 
Hereupon Alexander^ following the advice of his council, 
difpatched embaffadors with a letter to that conqueror, exhort- 
ing him not to engage the two empires in a long and dan- 
gerous war, without provocation, and putting him in mind 
of the victories gained over the caftern nations by Auguftus % 
Trajan^ L. Perus, and Sevcrus. But Artaxerxes y puffed up 
with his late fucceffes,defpifcd the remonftrances of Alexander , 
and purfued his ravages in Mefopotamla^ laid ficge to Nijibis* 
and entering Cappadcc:a 9 deirroyed all with fire and fword. 
Hereupon the emperor refolved to march agairft him in per- 
fon j and accordingly, to the great grief both of the fenate 
and people, left Rome in the fpring of this year 232, theele- 
venth of his reign ; and bending his march through Jllyri- Alexander 
cum y where he was joined by the troops quartered in that t* 
province, arrived at Antioch about the beginning of the au- ntl0cn - 
tumn j whence he fent a fecond embafTy to Ariaxerxes^ 
hoping that his prefence would add fome weight to the rea- 
fons he had formerly alledged. But the haughty Per/tan* de- H au ~j jty 
riding the peaceable temper of the Roman emperor, chofe em haffyof 
four hundred of the talleft men in his army, and fent them, /^Perfian 
well mounted and richly apparalled and armed, in quality of monarch. 
cmbafladors, to acquaint the Romans and their emperor, 
that the great monarch Artaxcrxes ordered them to retire 
forthwith from Syria and AJia 9 and all the countries between 
the Euphrates and the JEgean fea, which had formerly be- 
longed to the Perfians. Alexander heard their meffage with 
great temper, and then caufed the embafladors to be fl ripe of 
their rich armour and apparel, and fent under a guard into 
Pbrygia, where he allotted them houfes and lands to culti- 
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After this, he began to prepare for war in good 
earneft, ordered the legions quartered in the different provin- 
ces of the eaft to join him with all poffiblc expedition, caufed 
a great number of warlike engines to be got ready, and dif- 
patched officers into all parts to raife new levies. In imitation 
of Alexander the Great , whofe name he bore, and for whom 
he had a particular veneration, he armed fome companies of 
foot with ihields covered with gold and filver, and formed fix 
legions into a body of thirty thoufand men, which he called 
his phalanx. Thefe diftinguifhed themfelves, during the war, 
in a very eminent manner, and were, when it was ended, 
rewarded for their fervices with double pay Lampridius 
tells us, that the emperor being informed, foon after his ar- 
rival at Antioch* that fome of his foldiers were gone to 
Daphne* and there bathed with the lewd women of that 
ditfblute place, he immediately ordered them to be arretted and 
laid in irons. Hereupon the whole legion, to which they be- 
longed, beginning to mutiny, Alexander went out to them, 
and, without betraying the Jeaft fear, told them, that as the 
ancient difcipline was the main and only fupport of the em- 
pire, he was refolved to maintain it at all events, and punifh 
with the utmoft feverity, nay, with death, thofe difor- 
ders and debaucheries which had been allowed in the late reign. 
At thefe words, the whole legion began to utter their rage in 
horrible cries ; but Alexander* with an air of authority, S/- 
ler.ee* faid he, / command filence ; keep thefe clamours to ter- 
rify the Perfians, the Sarmatians, and the Germans : you have 
learnt of thofe* who taught you the art of war* that you are to 
frighten the enemy with that favage noife* and not your emperor* 
'who* at the expences of his people* maintains* cloaths* and 
pays* you. Forbear therefore thefe unfeafonable clamours* which 
are only fit for battle* lejl I d'Jbandyou all* "or infiift upon 
Tbeintre- 3 0U a niore fever e pun i foment. Hereupon the uproar incrcafing, 
prdityofA- and fome of the boldeft even menacing him with their 
lexandcr. fvvords ; Referve your menaces* faid he, for the enemy j them 

you may fright 'en , but net me* who defpife your impotent rage : 
foould you murder me* the republic will not be at a lofs to find 
mc a fuccejfor* who will pun if) ycu according to your deferts. 
As the mutiny (till continued, he cried out with a loud voice, 
/ dijband you all j citizens * lay down your arms* and be gone. 
With thefe words the whole legion was thunderftruck ; they 
obeyed., quitted their arms, laid down even their military gar- 
ments, and retired in filence, while the emperor's guards took 
u;> their itandards, and carried them, together with the arms 
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of the difbanded legion, to the camp. However, before the 
emperor fet out againft the Perjians, he reftored them, upon 
the interceffion of feveral perfons of diftin&ion, to their 
former rank, after having punifhed with death their tribunes, 
for having fufFered the foldiers under their command to tranf- 
grefs with impunity the military laws, and for neglefting to 
fupprefs the tumult k . This legion fignalized themfelves 
above the reft in the Perjian war, and Ihewed more concern 
for the death of Alexander than any other J . 

At length Alexander took the field at the head of a nu- Marches 
merous army, obferving in all his marches and motions fuch againft the 
order and difcipline, that his camp feemed a well governed Peruana, 
city, his foldiers citizens, and his officers fo many fenators »• 
He punifhed with great feverity fuch as offered the leaft in- jj; s care 9 f 
jury to any of the inhabitants of the countries through which t be milita- 
te marched. One of his foldiers having injured an old wo- n dsfcip- 
man, he not only difbanded him, but obliged him to maintain line, and of 
her, as her flave, with his labour, fo long as fhe lived. Others tbefoldiery. 
he punifhed for very fmall offences with death, caufing the 
public crier to repeat during the execution, Do as you would 
be done by. It was death for any officer of what rankfoever, to 
detain the leaft part of his foldiers pay or allowances. But not- 
withftanding his great feverity, no emperor was ever more be- 
loved both by the officers and foldiers, as no one ever rewarded 
them with more generofity, when they complied with their 
duty j took more care of them when fick or wounded ; or 
fupplied them on all occafions more plentifully with pro- 
visions. He kept conftantly in his cabinet certain regifters, 
in which were marked the names of all the officers and fol- 
diers, the provinces where they were quartered, tlte time of 
their fcrvice, the dates of their commiflions, the names of 
the perfons at whofe recommendation they had been prefer- 
red, their exploits, if they had performed any, their good 
•and evil qualities, c3\r. Thefe registers he frequently peruf- 
ed, and by that means became acquainted with moft of the 
officers and foldiers of his different armies, often mentioned 
their names, and preferred only perfons of merit n . When 
they were fick, he vifitcd them in their tents, even the com- 
mon foldiers, fupplied them with chariots, and fuffcred them 
to want nothing that could any-ways relieve or comfort them 
in their ficknefs. If they were not in a condition to purfue 
their march, he recommended them to the care of perfons 
of known integrity and good-nature, whom he rewarded 
with great gencrofity for their trouble, whether the foldiers 
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died or recovered °. He was always ready to hearken to the 
complaints of the meaneft in the army againft their tribunes 
and other officers, punifhing them, when guilty, according 
to the quality or their crime, without £ny favour or di- 
ftin&ion p . He frequently diftributed large fums among 
them, afciibing chiefly to their poverty the diforders they 
committed. They were all fo well clad and armed, fays 
Lampridiusy and the cavalry fo well mounted, that nothing gave 
a more true idea of the grandeur of the Roman empire, than the 
army of Alexander Severus **. In his marches he caufed provi- 
so ns to be got ready before -hand at the fcveral places where the 
army was to encamp j whereas before his time each foldier ufed 
to carry with him fubfiftance for feventeen days. In the ene- 
my's country where he could not ufe that precaution, he 
caufed the neceflary provifions to be carried on horfes, mules, 
and camels ; which gained him the affections of the foldiery, 
and at the fame time time rendered his marches fo quick and 
expeditious, that he is faid in moft of his wars to have fur- 
prifed the enemy r . In his garb and drefs he little varied 
from the common foldiers, and his diet was the fame with 
theirs. He conftantly dined and fupped in public with his 
tent open, and in the fight of the whole army, and vifited, 
before he withdrew to repofe, each quarter in the camp. 
Thus, partly with a feafonable feverity, partly with his affable 
and obliging behaviour, he re-eftablifhed the antient difciplme 
among the troops, which had been intirely neglected in the 
reign of Heliogabalus ; and gained, by 'his firmnefs and in- 
He is both trepidity, fuch an authority over them, as to difband whole 
feared and legions j which no emperor had offered to do fmce the time 
beloved by of Julius Cafar l \ With an army thus difciplined, the em- 
$be foldiery peror marched early in the fpring of this year 233, againft 

Artaxerxes, who, flu tiled with his former fuccefles, would 
hearken to no terms, however reafonable ; but advanced to- 
wards the frontiers of the Roman dominions at the head of an 
army confifting of an innumerable multitude of foot, and one 
hundred and thirty thoufand horfe, with eighteen hundred 
chariots armed with fcythes, and leven hundred elephants 
bearing towers on their backs, filled with archers after the 
Tbefuceefs Perfian manner r . Of this war Herodian gives us the follow- 

./ bh ex. 

ing account : Alexander , having divided his army into three 
pedition a- [ >0( jj cs? ordered one to enter Mcdia^ another to march into 

Z ainft the the COUIUry of the p ar tbians 9 and led himfelf the third, 
rarthians. ' 
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which confided of the flewer of the army, at an equal diftance 
from the other two. They were all to meet at an appointed 
place ; but Alexander , either through want of courage, or 
yielding to the intreaties and tears of his mother, inftead of 
purfuing his march and entering the enemy's country, halted 
in Mefopotamia j fo that the body which had marched through 
the country of the Parthiam were intirely cut off, while 
they waited the arrival of the emperor at the appointed 
place, and the other obliged to retire, and repafc in the depch 
pf winter the mountains of Armenia^ in which painful march 
great numbers of them died either with cold or hunger. 
The body which Alexander commanded was greatly dimi- 
nifhed by fickncfs, and the emperor himfelf was feized with 
a dangerous malady, which almofr brought him to the point 
of death u . Others write, that Alexander was betrayed by 
fome of his own people, and obliged to fave himlclf and his 
army by flight. But mod hiftorians allure us, that he gained 
a complete vi&ory over the Perfians ; and Lampridius quotes 
the very words of Alexander to the fenate on that occafion. 
According to him the emperor entered the enemy's coun- 
try, without fo much as acquainting before- hand his officers 
with the rout he intended to take. He was foon met by Ar- 
taxerxesy at the head of the mod numerous army that had 
ever been feen in thofe parts ; whereupon a battle enfuing, 
the emperor diftinguUhed himfelf in a very eminent manner, 
encouraging the foldiers more by his example than by words ; 
expofed himfelf to the enemies darts and arrows like a com- 
mon foldier ; vifited, during the engagement, hoth the wings 
of his army ; flew through the ranks ; and, in ihort, dis- 
charged every duty of a valiant foldier and experienced com- 
mander The numerous army of Artaxerxes was utterly 
routed, and that conqueror obliged, notwithftanding his 
former victories and conquefts, to fave himfelf by a thamcful 
flight. The particulars of this engagement, we may leain 
from Alexander himfelf, who, on his return to Rome* gave 
the fenate an account of this memorable expedition in the 
following fpcech : 14 Confcript fathers, we have overcome ///, fp eec j^ 
41 the Persians, and there is no need of great eloquence to tQ t he jg~ 
44 acquaint you with the particulars of the victory. Thtnate* 
44 enemy came with feven hundred elephants, the greateff 
4< number ever feen together in the field. Thefe can led 
4C towers upon their backs, filled with archcis and arrow.*. 
4< Three hundred of the elephants we took, two hundred 
•* we killed upon the fpot, and eighteen we have brought 



■ Hi rod. ibid, w Vit. Ale*, p. 130, iji. 

Vol, XV, P " hither 



"4 



The Roman Hiflory. 



Book IH. 



«« hither with us. They had eighteen hundred chariots arm- 
•« ed with fcythes, of which we took two hundred. We 
<c have cut in pieces an army of one hundred and twenty 
«' thoufand horfe, and ten thoufand men armed cap-a-pe, 
c< with whofe fpoils we have enriched our troops. We took 
€( a great number of prifoners, whom we have fold. The 
c< country of Mefopotamia 9 lying between the Tigris and the 
* 6 Euphrates , which my predeceflbr Hdiogabalus had ne- 
" gledted, we have reconquered, and brought again under 
* 6 fubjection. We have put the mod potent king Artaxer- 
<c xesy as he is ftyled, to flight ; the country of Perfia be- 
cc held him flying for the firft time. In the place where 
«* the Romans formerly loft their enfigns and ftandards, the 
*' Per/tans have now loft theirs* You fee, confeript fathers, 
€c what we have atehieved ; the fubject needs no eloquence 
*« to adorn or fet i: out ; the army it returned rich, and 
** loaded with booty. It is incumbent: upon you to appoint 
4< public thankfgivings for fo fignal a victory, that we may 
not feem ungrateful to the gods, who have blefled our arms 
Bifagree- cc with fuch fuccefs V This fpeech, La mpr i d iu s aflures us, 
ment among- he copied out of the journals of the fenate, and found it 
authors a word for word, in the works of many hiftorians ; and there- 
in/ the fore he cannot conceive how Herodian could write, that 
fuccefs of Alexander loft his army by famine, cold, and ficknefs ; which, 
this expedi- he fays, is contradicting all the records, memoirs, and 
tion. hiftories, of thofe times. Julius Capitolinus tells us, that 

Herodian hated Alexander* and therefore gave an unfaithful 
and detracting account of his Perftan expedition *. How- 
ever, be is followed by Zonaras* and Cedrenus But An* 
relius Vielor* Fe/lus 9 Eutropius y St. Jerom* and Synctllus* 

abandon him in this particular, and follow Lampridius. All 
the oriental hiftorians write, that Alexander was utterly de- 
feated, and' obliged to purchafc a peace, by yielding to the 
Per/tan all the countries lying between the Euphrates and 
the frontiers of Pale/line b . But, after all, Lampridius re- 
lates fo many particulars of this victory, and appeals with 
fuch confidence to the journals of the fenate, and the hifto- 
rians of thofe time, chat we cannot help preferring his au- 
thority to that of the oriental hiftorians, and of Herodian 
himfelf. After this victory 4^'xander returned to Antioch, 
with a defign to purfue the war with frcfli vigour the fol- 
lowing year ; but, in the mean while, being informed, 
that the Germans had invaded the Roman dominions, and 

* Idem ibid. 7 Vit. Maxim, p. 143. a Zona*, p. 225. 
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at the fame time that Jrtaxerxes had difbanded great part 
of his army for want of provisions, he refolved to quit the 
caft and return to Rome* apprehending greater evils from the 
Germans % than from the Perjians. Accordingly, having e- Alexander 
reded fcveral forts in MeJopotamia y and left numerous ga- returns to 
rifons to defend them, he fet out from Anticch in the fpring Rome, 
of the following year, when Maximus and Urbanus were wd * r *~ 
confuls ; and arriving fafe at Rome y was there received by 
perfons of all ranks with the greateft demonstrations of joy 
imaginable. He entered the city in triumph, his chariot 
being drawn, not by bur white horfes, as was ufual, but 
by four of the elephants which he had taken c. When the 
ceremony was over, he went to the fenate, where he 
made the fpeech we have related above. From the fe- 
nate he repaired to the capitol, and there confec rated fome 
of the Per/tan fpoils to Jupiter Capitolinus. Then turning to 
the people, / have overcome the Perfians, faid he, and the ar-* 
my is returned loaded with booty. I promi/e you a largefs y and 
propofe to exhibit to-morrow the Circenfian /ports. From the 
capitol he marched to the palace on foot, followed by his tri- 
umphal chariot, and attended by the fenate, the equeftrian 
order, and fuch crouds of people, all crying, Rome is fafe, 
while Alexander is fafe y that. with much-ado he reached th* 
palace in four hours. The next day, he exhibited the C/r- 
cenfian fports, gave the promifed largefs, and, in honour of 
his mother, eftabliflied a fund for the maintenance of the 
children of the poor citizens, who were thence called the chil- 
dren of Mama: a <*. 

- * - . & 

In the mean time, news being brought to Ronic, that the lea™* 
Germans and other northern nations had pafTcd the Rhine and Rome to 
the Danube in great numbers, the emperor, to the inexpreflible ma ™b *- 
grief of the fenate and people, left the city, and . haftened t***ft *** 
with his victorious army into Gaul, to ftem this furious tor- t,crmans ^ 
rent. We are told, that a woman, by profeflion a Druid, 
meeting him on his march, cried out to him in her language, 
2ou may go 5 but hope not for victory , nor trujl your own fol- 
diers. The hiitorian docs not inform us whether or no Alex- 
ander heard. and underitood her; but he allures us, that Alex- 
ander feared neither death, nor the omens that were thought 
to prefage it, whereof he gives us the following inftance : A 
celebrated aftrologer, by name Tbrafybulus, the emperor's 
particular friend, having one day told him, that his fate was 
to fall by the hand of a barbarian, he was tranfported with 
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joy, not doubting, hut he (hould'die in the field, which, he 
faiJ, was a death worthy of an emperor, obferving to the a- 
ftrologer, that many great men had ended their days by a vi- 
olent death, and naming among the reft Alexander the great , 
Pompey, Julius Q<efar, Demq/lheneSy and Cicer* e . In the 
beginning of the following year; when Severus and £>uin£ti- 
onus were confuls, Alexander advanced with his army to the 
Who retire ^ n ^ s Q f t fo e Rhine ; but finding the enemy had repafled that 
at isap- r j vcr U p 0n tne news of his approach, he ordered a bridge to* 
t 9ac ' be built over it, with a deiign to attack them in their own 

country, as foon as the fcafon would allow him to take the 
fit- Id f. Herodian, who always paints Alexander as a weak 
and timorous prince, tells us, that he fent embafladors to the 
Germans with propofals of peace, which he even offered to 
purchafe at any rate; and adds, that during the time of this 
iharnetiil negotiation* he diverted himfelf with driving chari- 
ots, and fuch-like unprincely exercifes ; which provoked the 
Y£*Gau- f°ldiers, and occafioned his ruin*. But Lampridius clears 
liih legions tne em peror from thcfe ill-natured afperfions, and afcribes the 
r^/fl/Vr^difcoritcnt of the foldiery, that is, of the legions quartered 
the feveri- in Gaulj to their Hcentioufnefs, and to the feverity of Alex- 
ty of Alex- ander, which they could not endure, after having been, under 
ander. Heliogahalus, long inured to idlenefs and all manner of de- 
bauchery. Among thefe troops was one Maximinus, by na- 
tion a Gfrthy whom Alexander ', in regard of his valour, had 
They are preferred to the command of a body of Pannonians ; but he 
encouraged unmindful of his duty and of the obligations he owed to the 
by Maxi- emperor, inftcad of attempting to appeafe the licentious and 
minus. difcontented foldiery, fomented under-hand the tumult; and, 

by his feditious fpeeches,' infpired the multitude with contempt 
fur Alexander \ as one who was governed by a woman, mean- 
ing Mamaa^ and confequently unfit for carrying on the war 
with vigrtr: The emperor was then either at Mentz or 47- 
cilia, which moft geographers take to be the prefent village 
of Sidinjen in the neighbourhood of Afentx y or that of Ober- 
lP%fel on the Rhine, in the territory of Treves, between Bop- 
J art and Bin gen. As Alexander had but a fmall body of 
troops with him, Maximinus refolved to lay hold of that op- 
portunity, and to difpatch him, not doubting, but the troops 
under his command, whom he had gained with mighty pro- 
miles, would, upon the death of that prince, proclaim him 
•mperor. He imparted his defign to fome of the moft bold 
and refolutc among his men, who, animated with the hopes 
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of great preferments,' readily engaged to put it iri execution,' 

and immediately fet out for the place where the emperor then 
was; which they contrived to reach about an hour after mid- 
day, when thofe who attended the emperor were withdrawn 
to refrefti themf-lves, according to the Raman cuftom, with 
a lhort flcep after dinner. They no ; fooher appeared, than 
the few foldiers who were upon guard betook themfelves to 
flight, having probably been gained over before-hand by Max- 
iminus. Mamaa, alarmed at the unexpected ribife and tu- 
mult, ran out attended by the captains of the guards, to ap- 
peafe it ; but the aflaffins,- having fir ft murdered both her and 
them, entered with their drawn f words the emperor's tent; 
who, as he was unarmed and left quite alone, threw his im- Alexander 
penal mantle over his face* and received, without uttering isaffaffi- 
a Tingle word, the many blows with which they difpatched nated* 
him,* deriding him the whole time as a child unfit to be at 
the head of an army, and inveighing again ft his mother, as 
one whofe only care was to amafs riches Such was the 
unfortunate and undeferved end of Alexander Severus 9 after 
he had lived, according 1 to the inoft probable opinion, twenty- 
fix years, five months, and nineteen days, and reigned thir- 
teen years and nine days. The lofs of no prince was ever 
more regretted by the fenatc, the people, and the foldiery,' 
than that of Alexander , who, by his wife admrinrftration, had 
gained the affections of ail ranks of men. The fenate imme- 
diately decreed both to him and to his mother Mamaa divine 
honours, appointed them altars, priefts, and facrifices, and 
inftituted, in honour of the deceafed emperor, an annual 
feaft, which was ftill kept in the time of Conjlantine the 
Greats on the firft of O£fober % Alexander 9 * birth-day e . The 
foldiers were? no fooner apprifed of his death, than they put to' 
the fword all thofe vvho had been any-ways acceflbry to it, 
except the chief author of it, Afaximinus 9 who, by perfuad- 
ing the foldiery that he had no hand in the murder, efcaped 
for the prefent the deferved punifliment. Alexander was ac- His re- 
cording to the teftimony of all the antients, Hersdian alone raRer. 
excepted, one df the beft and wifeft princes that ever fwayed 
a fceptre; and would , : had he lived longer, have intirely re- 
formed thofe abufes, which, after his death, involved the em- 
pire in endlefs calamities. He was fparing of the public mo- 
ney, liberal of his o" aw, kind and generous to all good men ; 
but an irreconcileable enemy Co the wicked, cfpecially to fuch hatrti 
as were convicted of having plundered the provinces, and op- *° 
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prcfled the people committed to their care. Thefe he rover 
fparcd, though his friends, favourites, and kinfmen ; but 
fcntenccd them to death, and caufcd them to be executed, 
notwithstanding their quality or former fervices, like common 
malefactors. Eucolpms the htftorian, one of Alexander** 
chief favourites, tells us, as quoted by Lampridius J , that he 
could not even bear the fight of fuch public robbers j infomuch, 
that one Septimius Arabinus, who had been tried for that 
trime, but acquitted by favour of Heliogabalus + coming one 
day with other fen a tors to wait upon the emperor, Alexander, 
on feeing him, cried out in a violent paffion, O ye immortal 
gods ! is Arabinus JIM alive, and a fenator ! Does he even 
prefume to appear In my prefence / Surely he takes me to he as 
wicked as him/elf 7 After this, he caufed it to be proclaimed 
by the public crier, that if any one guilty of the fame crime 
ever prefumed to appear in his prefence, he fhould immedi- 
ately receive his deferved punifbment, notwithftanding the 
pardon granted him by his predeceffor He ufed to fay, that 
it was not a fu flic lent punifhment to deprive corrupt magi- 
ftrates and governors of their places ; but that, as the truft 
repofed in them was great, they ought to* pay for the breach 
of it with their lives. He banilhed one of his fecretaries, for 
giving to his council in writing a faife account of an affair, 
and caufed the finews of his lingers to be cut. that he might 
never write after. One of his flaves, convicted of having 
received a bribe, he caufed to be crucified on the road which 
led from the city to the villa, where he frequently refided, 
that by the fight of the body, which was left on the crofs, 
his other flaves might be deterred from the like practices f. 
He never pardoned any crime committed aeainft the public ; 
but fiiffcred no one to be condemned, till his caufe was tho- 
roughly heard, aft d his offence evidently proved. The fir ft 
thing he did after his acceflion to the empire was, to difcharge 
all the officers, minifters, and governors, employed by Helio- 
gahalus, and appoint in their room perforis of known probity, 
fie retrenched all the penfions which that prodigal prince had 
fettled on his frcedmen, on buffoons, ftage~ players, chario- 
teers, gladiators, C5V. faying, that the emperor was but the 
{reward of the people, and therefore could not, without the 
utmoft injuftice, thus wantonly fquander away their revenues 
Hisdefe* upon perfons no-ways ufcful to them. No prince ever paid 
rente to the g rcater deference to the fenate than Alexander. He was the 
jenmto. firft emperor who allowed the fenators to fit when they came to 

wait upon him. He appointed no governors or magiftrates without 

■ 
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advifing with them, and never failed to prefer fucb as they re- 
commended to hiiri. He admitted none into the fenate without 
the concurrence and approbation of all the members of that 
Venerable body, afltfng the opinion of each in particular, and 
examining, with great ftri&nefs, into the manners and forme* 
conduct of the perfon who was to be admitted. If upon 
this inquiry he was found unworthy of a place in the fen ate, 
fuch of the fenators as had recommended him, were them-* 
felves degraded, and fuch as had given teftimony of his probity, 
condemned, as in cafes of perjury, to lofe their eftates, and 
baniflied for ever. He never admitted either freed- men, or 
their children, to the equeftrian order, which he ufed co call 

the nurfery of the fenate. He appointed, that the captains of Hebeftows 

the guards fhould no longer be chofen out of the equeftrian, the office of 
but only out of the fenatorial, order ; that no one (hould have eaptaln of 
the power of judging a fenator, but who was himfelf a fena- the guards 
tor ; for the captains of the guards had been long the ordinary cn b 99 fi* 
judges of the fenators in cates of treafon r . Thus by degrees nators * 
the captains became the mod powerful officers in the ftate, 
and their office more confiderable than even that of the con- 
fuls, which in the end ruined the authority of the fenate. In Impartial 
the adminift ration of juftice Alexander never took upon him to in the ad- 
decide any law-fuit, without confulting his council, which miniftrmti- 
coniifted of the moft learned civilians in Rome j whom he ob- on ofjuf- 
liged to give their opinions in writing, after having allowed 
them time to examine and weigh matters at their leifure, 
that they might not pronounce fentence without due preme- 
ditation. Thus were all matters of juftice determined by 
perfons of known integrity, and well fkillcd in the laws. In 
military affairs he consulted only fuch perfons as had acquired 
experience by their long fervice, and were well acquainted 
with the fituation of places, or men verfed in hittory, inquir- 
ing of them what had at any time been done on the like oc- 
casions by his predecefibrs or other great captains. ffe is faid Prefers on* 
never to have given any public office out of favour or friend* fy perfons 
ftiip ; but to have employed fuch only as were both by himfelf •/ »**rie. 
and the fenate judged the beft qualified for the difcharge of 
the truft repofed in them. He preferred one to the command 
of the guards, who had retired into the country on purpofe to 
avoid that office, faying, that with him the declining fuch 
honourable employments was the beft recommendation to 
them. He would not fuffer any employments to be fold, fay- 
ing, He who buysy muft fell in his turn ; and it would be un- 
jufl to pmtijb an: for felling % after he has been fujfered to buy. 

1 Idem, p. 1 29. 
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{n appointing governors of provinces he obferved a commen-; 
dable cuftom, which was to publifh their names, apd encou- 
rage all pcrfons to declare, either in public or private, whether 
they had any thing to lay to their charge : Since Jews and 
jChriftians, faid he on this occadon, ufe fuch commendable me- 
thods in the choice of their priejis % if is reafonable we Jhould 
proceed with the like care in the choice of re&ors of provinces^ 
who are intrufted with the lives and fortunes of jo many per- 
fons. As he p unified with the u tin oft Severity thofe who be- 
trayed their truft, fo he rewarded with great generality fuch 
as had anfwered the good opinion he entertained of them, and 
either railed them to employments of greater profit, or, 
if they chofe to retire, prefented them with houfes and lands, 
faying, that fince corrupt governors inriched themfeives at the 
expence of the pepple, good governors ought to be inriched 

.Alexander ac tne ex P ence °* tnc P 1 mce h * ^ c was an utter enemy to 
an enemy to a ^ pomp and Ihow, and extremely modeft in his apparel, 

all pomp telling thofe who found fault with him on that account, that a 



jbanu. 



us a£tion; 

bellowed 



but fold all the jewels, employing the money accruing from 
them to the relief of the poor citizens. The emba/Tadors of 
an eaftern prince having prefented the emprefs with two 
pearls of an extraordinary fize, Alexander ordered them to be 
fold 3 but no one being found rich enough to purchafe them, 
he confecrated them to ferve as pendents to a ftatue of Venus , 
that the emprefs might not feem by wearing them to en- 
courage luxury in others. He kept fuch a fmall number of 
Haves and freed-mcn, whom he caufed to wear a particular 
habit, in order to put them in mind of their condition, that 
when he gave any public entertainment, he was obliged to ufe 
thofe of his friends, nay, and to borrow their plate ; for he 
fold all the gold and moft of the fijver plate belonging to the 
palace, to defray the nece^iary charges of the government, 
Rtduceithe w ' tnout burdening the people. He reduced the impofts with 
taxes. which Hcliogabalus had loaded 'both Rome and the provinces, 

to the thirtieth part, and fuffcred feveial cities to apply even 
that towards the repairing of their public buildings. He lent 
money without intcreft to the poor, wherewithal to purchafe 
houfes and lands, allowing them time to pay the capital with 
the product of their lands. He was fo far from filling the 
exchequer at the expence of the people, that he could not 
abide the fight of thofe, whofe province it wa* to levy the 
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faxes ; he ufed to call them necejfary evils, and never fuffer- 
ed any of them to continue in his office a full year. He filled 
at a vaft charge the public granaries, which, upon his 
acceffion to the empire, he found almoft empty ; diftri- 
buted weekly great quantities of oil and corn amongft the 
poor citizens ; and allotted funds for the maintenance and 
education of their children 1 . He would not fuffer the money 
levied upon the public proftitutes and caJa mites to be re- 
turned into his private coffers, as other emperors had done ; 
but allotted it towards the repairing of the theatre, the circus, 
and the amphitheatre. He built granaries in all the quarters Hispublk 
of the city, for the ufe of thofe who had none of their own. wwi*. 
Of thefe public and common granaries frequent men- 
tion is made by the ancients. He caufed baths to be 
likewife eredfed in each quarter of the city, and at his 
own expence furnifhed them with wood, and oil for die 
lamps in the night ; whereas before his time they were 
never opened till the riling, and were fhut again at the 
fetting, of the fun. He built a great many fine hou fes for 
fuch of his friends and minifters as had ferved him faith- 
fully, and lived without reproach k . He furnifhed the go- 
vernors of provinces at their firft fetting out with money 
and other things which were thought neceffary ; that is, ac- 
cording to Lampridius, with twenty pounds weight of filver, 
eight mules, two horfes, two gowns, an hundred pieces of 
gold, one cook, one coachman, and one concubine, if the 
perfon he named w; s not married K He founded a great 
many free fchools in Rome, and took particular care of the 
children of noble, but decayed, families. He imbelliflied 
Rome with an incredible number of irately buildings 5 re- 
paired moft of the ancient ftruclures, leaving upon them the 
names of their firft founders ; and erecled in the great fijuare 
of Nerva ftatues in honour of moft of the emperors his 
predcceiTors, with inferiptions on columns of brafs, containing 
fuccinA accounts of all their memorable aclion? ,n . Alex- 
ander was a great encourager of learning, took great delight 
in converfing with learned men, and fpent all the time he 
could fpare from public affairs in reading the Greek and Latin 
authors, efpeciallv Plato's commonwealth, "fully* s offices, 
the works of Horace, of Pirgjl, whom he ufed to ftyle 
the Plato of the poets, and of Serenas Sammcnicus, another fw H ~ 
poet, whom we have mentioned above n . He washimfclf well- ifl ^ 

1 Idem, p. 124, 130. 11 Idem, p. 127. 1 Idem, 
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verfed in all the branches of polite literature, and described in 
verfe the exploits of fomc of his predeccffors °. He applied 
himfelf chiefly to the ftudy of judicial aftrology, which was 
by his orders puolidy taught at Rome, and pretended to be 
thoroughly acquainted with the fcience of the foothfayers and 
augurs, ooih as to entrails of facrifices and the flight and 
chirping of birds p. He often went to hear the poets and 
orators declaim in the public fchooJs j but would not allow 
them to write any thing in his praife. In (hort, Alexander y 
tc eo J i he hi/tory of his reign, with the words of Au- 
relius Viflor, made it his whole ftudy to encourage virtue 
and learning, to reform abufes, to reftore the military difci- 
phne, and to difcharge with the greateft fidelity and dilinte- 
reficdnefs each duty of an excellent prince. His endeavours 
Were attended with fuch fuccefs, that the empire would have 
flill retained its former luftre, had thofe who fucceeded him 
firmly maintained what he had fo wifely eftabiifhed. Some 
of his predeceff >rs, namely Trajan , Antoninus, and M. Au- 
relius, performed perhaps greater things ; but were older 
when they c:me to the empire, than Alexander was at the 
time or his death Of the writers who flout ifhed in his 
reign, the reader will find a fuccindt account in our note (Qj- 

•Vit. Alex. p. 123. * Idem Jibid. Uur. Vict, in 
vit A ex, 

(Q^ Lampridius. in his life of Alexander, often quotes Ae/Sofius, 
Scptimi* , :«nd Eucolpius* but feems to prefer Septimins to the other 
two v *99) Tney flounced under Alexander, and wrote the hifloVy 
of tha» prince's reign* VoJfii*s ranks them among the Latin hifto- 
t ianr, tho* none of their works have reached our times ; and Lam- 
pridiu* does not inform us whether ihey wrote in Greek or Latin 
( ic j 4 bolius lived in the time of Alexander . but died long af- 
ter ; for . c wa«- adniijponum modifier ■, that is, in the modern phrafe, 
mafter of the cerenioinet, fco ihe empeior Valerian, who began hi. 
reign in the year 353, eighteen vears after the death of Alexander 
( 1 ). He even wroe the fe of Valerian, and confequently outlived 
h' 1 ; my, Viffzut is of opinion, that he was flill alive in the reign 
oi nrt.'ifift. w.10 was raifcd to the empire in 270 (2). Eucilpius 
not only ived in the time of yflgxander, but was highly favoured 
by tha< orince (i) A trcatife on government, afcribed to Eucolpi 
us, was tra..fl.;;ed out oi Greek into Englijb above a hundred years 

^99 Fit Air*, p. 119. 131. 136. (ioo> Vide Foffl bijl Lat. 

p - .9 (l) dur. Vicl. p. 213. (2) Vojf bid, Lat. I. it. c 4. p. 

1 2 ; % Alex. <uit. />. 1 1 o. (4 . VUt Selden in Eutyeh. AEgyft. 
t$c. not. p. 174, 175. Lotsdin. aim. 1642. 
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iince, in which the reader will find a particular account of a fup- 
pofed conference between the emperor Alexander and Or i gen. 
But as fome circumftances of that conference are incontinent with 
what we read in the beft hiftorians, we are inclined to atcribe that 
piece to fome modern Greek writer, and to look upon the whole as 
a mere fable .'4*. Gargiliut MartiaJis 9 wrote I'krwife the hi (lory 
of the reign of Alexander \ and is ranked by VopiCcus among thofe 
historians who wrote with more exaftnefs than elegance \ 5). Ser- 
ving and other writer* quote a treatife on gardening by one Gargi. 
isut Martsalis 6); but whe her this be the hiftorian, or anoiner 
author of the fame name, we cannot take upon us to determine. 
Marias l/aximus wrote the hiftory of the emporors from Trajan :o 
Alexander, and is often quoted by the Augufiine writers. M. V a . 
lots takes him to be the fame perlbn with L MaHut Maximus, 
who had been confu , and was preferred by J.'arinut t> the Go- 
vernment of Rome in the year z\% 7). Ammianus Marcr'Unus 
obferves, that at Rome* in the fourth century, when learning was 
Utterly neglecled, many, who never looked into any other book, 
read with great attention the fat ires of Juvenal and the hiftorv of 
Martut Maxima* {% . Capitolinus commends his fincericy and ex- 
nclnefs ;o) ; but Vopifcus, whofe judgment is of grear weight with 
the learned, ftyles h»m, of a I hittorians the mod tedious and long- 
winded, and finds fault with him for fi'ling his books witli fabies 
(io). The life of Alexander was likewtfe pubhfhcd by Aurelius 
Pbilippus, his father's freed man (11). Julius Granianut, who in- 
itru&ed Alexander in rhetoric, left fome declamations, which were 
ftill extant in the ti ne of Lamp*-idius { 1 2 J. Befides the celebrated 
civilian* Ulpianus and Paulus, of whom we have made mention 
above* Florentfnus, j22I : us Mareianus y Hermogenes or Hermipeninrus* 
Calliftrata y and S>_ Claudius Venuleius Satuminus, whofe name ire 

famous in the pandects, were all Papinian* diiciples, :»nd flourished 
under Alexander ; as did likewise Herenntus Modeflinus, who was 
preceptor to Maximinus, the fon of the emperor of that name, and 
wrote feveral books of jurifprudence, and, among the reft, one in 
Greek, on the excufes of guardians. He was honoured with the 
confu Ifhip by Alexander, but was ft ill alive in the reign of Gordian 
weich began in 239 ( 13 J. fn the time of Alexander, hViruhcd,' 
as we fuppofe. the fophiib, who are mentioned by Philip ratus in 
the end of his work; for he wrote foon after that prince's reign 
(14). Among thefe was Afpaftus, who attended the emperor into 

($)Vepifc Proh.mit. p 234 (6) Vide Cafaub. not p i6<?. 

(7) Ammiun. not. p 3 14. <spon. p t 114. S 'hnnsian /. xxrri. 

P 372 (9) M -f 8 ±« VtdeVof.hiJi lat I 

c. 3. p. 178. ;«'. fit. Alev. p. 1,8. ( i2) fiUm , /, j ^ 

119 (13) Alex *uit. p .J 37 fcf Ca/aub not p i~X Maxim. 

*vit p. 148. Cod J "fit* tit j t \g : | p t g$ t ( , 

Pbilof. foph % lix. / 622. (\ • fdiM.* p. 0^3. ' ' 
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the eaft, afterwards taught at Ronie t and was in the end preferred 
to be one of the emperor's fecretaries, and charged with the pro- 
vince ofdrawing up his relcripts, which he did in a bombaftic and 
obfeure ftyle. He was a native of Ravenna (15). Cant feus pub- 
lished in, 1602, the work of an anonymous chriftian writer, com- 
pofed, as the author informs us, in the thirteenth year of Alexan* 
djrs reign, and the 236th after the birth of our Saviour. But he 
counts two hundred and fix years iince our Saviour's death, fuppof- 
ing him to have Jived only thirty years. This work is an ill-di- 
galicd abridgment of geography and chronology, and, in the opini- 
ons of the learned, fuil of anachronxfms and other faults. The 
tranferibers of Canifeus^s copy have left out the chronological table 
of the Roman emperors, which is twice promifed in the preface 
(id) Father Labbe, who has publiflied the fame author, found in 
his copy the above mentioned table, which is far from being exalt 
(17), Jt ends with the thirteen years and nine days of the reign 
of Alexander ( 1 S ; whence it is plain, that the author put the laft 
hand to it in the beginning of the reign of Maximinus. In father 
Labbc's edition of this work, the author promifesa catalogue of the 
bifnops of Rome, and the time of their refpeclive episcopacies ; 
but thai catalogue is wanting in the manufcript. The author was 
perhaps a native of Rome* and a pried ; for in father Labbe 1 s edition, 
he addreiTes himfelf to a deacon, whom, he fays, he defigns to in- 
ftruct ; which, in the primitive church, no ecclefiaftic of an inferi- 
or rank, and much leis a layman, would have taken upon him to 
do. Of tins writer FaJJius takes no notice. 

But the moft famous of all the writers, who flourifhed under Alex- 
andir, was the celebrated Jnflorian Dion Cajfius, called alio Cajfiue 

Cocceiuj, or Coceeiamt, He was a native of Nicara in Bitbynia* and 
probably related to Cocceianus Dion* a citizen of Prufa in the fame 
province, in whofe behalf Pliny the younger wrote to Trajan (19). 
Under "Trajan Houriihcd another Dion or Prufa , a famous fophift, 
commonly known by the name of Dion Cbryfo/tomus 9 who wrote fe- 
vcral works, which have reached our times (20). The hiftarian 
was the fan of Apr ani anus* who was governor of Cilicia about the* 
year iS:,, when tne two brothers £>jintilii were put to death by 
C»/M»ft/w's order (a 1). He was I ike wife for fome time governor 
or ll!\ricum{'e.z). His fon was at Rome in the reign of Commodui* 
at Ic.iit toward* the latter end of ic ^23). He was fenator in the 
year 192, the Jail of the reign of Commodus* and named prstor for 
the en filing year by Pertinax* who had a particular kindnefs and 
eiljem for him (24, He was appointed conful by the emperor 

(l 6) Cimis. antiq. l<&. torn. /V. p. 594. (17) Labbe bib/, 

nov. torn /, p. 308. (1 8" Idem p. 309. (19* P/in. A 
x eft It. 87. p. 612. (20; Suid p. 753, £3* 76c. zt)Dio. 
/. lxix. p I. Ixxii. p t 820. (22; Idem. I- xlix. p. 

413. (23) Idtm I. Ixxii. /. 8 1 S. (24) Idem ibid. p. 820, 
827. £sf /. Uxiii. p. 835. (25) Idem I. Ixxvi. p. 869. 
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Severus '( 2?\ attended, after that prince's death, his fori Caraealld 
into the eafl (26), and fpoke with him, for the laft time, at Nicome- 
dia 9 about the tatter end of the year 215 (27). Macrinus named 
him to the government of Smyrna and Pergamus, which he held 
under Heliogabalus* and was itill in Afia in the year 221 (28). From 
Afia, he went into Bitbyniai whence he was recalled, and ap- 
pointed governor, firft or Africa, afterwards of Illyricum, and laftly 
of Pannonia ; in which governments he acquitted himfelf fo well, 
that Alexander upon his return to Rome, honoured him wich a 
fecond confullhip in the year 228 (29). Wften the time of his 
confulihip expired, he obtained leave to return into his own country, 
where lie paflcd the remaining part of his life in retirement. Dion 
Cajfius wrote in eight decades, that is, in eighty books, the Roman 
hiilory, from the landing of jEneas in Italy , to the reign of the 
emperor Alexander (30J. In the time ofSe-verut, he wrote a book 
on the dreams and other prodigies, which feemed to prefage the 
rife of that prince ; which being well received by the emperor, 
Dion dreamt the following night, that his genius commanded him 
to undertake the writing of hiilory. Accordingly he immediately 
began that of the reign of Com modus ; and being encouraged by 
Severus and others, to whom he read what he had done, to apply 
himfeif to the writing of hiftory, he undertook that cf Rcme ( $1)4 
and fpent ten years in coile&ing theneceflary materials for fo greac 
a work, and twelve more in compofing it (32). He is very minute 
in his hiilory of the emperors to the death of Heliogabalui ; but 
gives us only a fummary account of the eight firft years of Alexan- 
der 9 having been, as he himfelf informs us, moll part of that time 
abfent from Italy ' 33 , and confequently not fo well acquainted 
with what puffed at Rome, He had, it fcems, begun his hiltory 
before the death of Plautianus, that is, before the year 204, and 
ended it foOn after the year 229, for he takes no notice of Alexan- 
der's war with the Perfians His account of the public tranfacli - 
ons, from the reign of Commodus to that of Alexander, is very 
particular and minute ; for he then began to write, not what he had 
learnt of others, but what he had himfelf feen and obferved. He 
allures us, that no one capable of writing a hiilory was bectcr ac- 
quainted than himfelf, both with the public and private tranfacli- 
ons : Which is not at all incredible in a perfon of his tank. His 
llyle, according to Pbo'iut, is fublime, and anfwerable to the great - 
nefs of his fubje£t ; his terms cxpremve, his phrafe elegant, his 
periods full and well founding, and the whole worthy of the belt 
hillorians of ancient Greece. He propofed Thucydidei for his model, 
and does not, in the opinion of Pbotrmt, fall much ihort of that ex- 
cellent writer (34). VoJJius, however, blames him for crying down 

f2*) Idem. I txvviii. p. 883, 884. (27) Idem. L Ixxix. p. qofl 
Idem p. 91 5. (29) Idem, I. Ixxx. ^.917. (30 ) Susd. 
* P' 753- (3 1 Idem I. Ixxii p 828. Phot. c. 71./. 105. (3/; 
Idem, I Ixxii. p 839. (3 J) Idem. /. Ixxvi . p. 860. f 3 H 
Pbft. c. 71. p. lOj. (35) Fof. bift % Qr*c. L ii. r. 15 .p zvl. 
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the great eft men of antiquity, namely, Geera, Brutus, CaJJius* and 
Seneca ; but others clear mm from ch.it cenlure, and think he'aclerf 
the pare of an unbiafled hiftorian, in difcovenng the faults (for no 
man is without faults ; even of jhofe whom he himfelf moil admired 
C55 ) He blame only what in them was biame- worthy, and com- 
mends what tohiin teemed commendable. Others think him too 
difFufe in his accounts of dreams, prodigies, and other things of 
that nature, beneath the dignity of an hntorian He wrote, as we 
have obferved above, the Roman hiftory in eighty books ; but of 
that great work only a fma!l part ha* reached -us. For the firft 
thirty four books have been long fince entirely loft ; and of the 
thirty fifth only fome fragments are remaining : the following books, 
from the end of the thirty-fifth to the fifty-fourth, are thought to 
be in tire j but the next fix are, in fome places, ftrangely maimed 
and corrupted. Of the twenty laft, we have only fome fragments 
publithed by Fufoius Urfinus and M. Valois. However, that great 
lofs has been in fome degree fupplied by John Xiphihn* who was 
patriarch of Conftantineple in the eleventh century, and epitomized 
Dion's hiftory from the thirty fifth book to the end. This epitome 
is greatly efteemed by the learned, and thought to be very exalt. 
The hiftory of Zonaras may likewife be called an abridgment of 
Dion's work ; for he copied, as he himfelf owns, molt of his hiftory 
from Dion, and followed him with great exa&nefs. Thefe abridg- 
ments have been of great ufe to us in the compiling of our hxdory ; 
for in them are to be found the molt material tranfadtions of the 
Romans , from the period where Tacitus" s hiftory ends, to the time 
of the em peror Alexander : from that prince to Conftantine. the hif- 
tory of the emperors is more perplexed and left certain. For He* 
rodian wrote with more elegance than exa&nefs ; and Lampridius 
and the other Atgujline writers fcarce deferve the name of hiitori- 
ans. They wrote in the beginning of the fourth century ; and 
Ju/elius Viclor and Eutropius only copied them about the clofe of 
the lame century Tjijimus, who wrote at the end of the fifth cen- 
tury, (hews, by the tniftakes of which he is guilty in the very be- 
ginning of his work, that he either made ufe of bad memoirs, or 
did not underltand the good ones. Dion Cajfius, befides his Roman 
hiftory, publifhed a particular hiftory of Trajan* the life of the phi- 
lofopher Arrian the difciple of Epitletus, itineraries, the hiftory of 
the Pe>fiant % and that of the Get* (36). The latter was known 
to yo* nandes 9 who copied from it what he writes of Telepbus % king 
of the Get* in the times of Achilles and Ulyfles { 37). 

f 36) Suid. I p 7 (37; J oman de rrh. Gothic, c. 9. 
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Tie Roman hiftory^ from the death of 
Alexander Severus, to the captivity of 
Valerian, when the empire was u/iirp- 
ed by thirty perfons at once^ commonly 
called the thirty tyrants. 



THE murder of Alexander occafioncd a great tu- Maximi- 
mult and confufion in the army j during which the nrls j gc / arm 
Pannonian troops, under the command o£ Maxhni- ed emperor 9 
nusy proclaimed him emperor 3 and the reft, find* and his fin 
ing no other appeared to claim or difpute that title, followed Miximi- 
their example, and took the ufual oaths to Maximinut^ after nus Carfar. 
he had folemnly declared, that he had been no- ways con- 
cerned in or acceflary to the death of Alexander. The new- 
emperor immediately declared his fon Maximinut Cafar and 
prince of the Roman youth, inverted him with the tribuni- 
tial and proconfular power, honoured him with the title of 
Augujlus* and took him for his partner in the fovereignty. 
The fenate, whom he took care to acquaint as foon as pof- 
fible with his aftumption to the empire, not daring to oppofc 
the choice of the foldiery, confirmed it ; fo that Maxi- 
tninus was, without the lcaft oppofxtion, acknowledged em- 
peror by the fenate, the people, and the army r . He His ex* 
was, according to Syncellus r , a native of Thrace ; ac- tra&ion 
cording to Herodian* Capitolinus y and Jornandes* born in P re ' 
a village on the confines of that province, and the coun- f crme *ss. 
try of the barbarians. His father, by name Mlcea, or 
Aftcca % was a Goth ; and his mother Ababa* or Abala, an 
Alan t. He is ftyled in the anticnt inscriptions C. Julius Ve- 



r Max. vit. p. 142. f Sync, p. 361. 1 Herod. 1. vi. 
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ms Ma xi minus. He was of a very mean extraction, and in 
his early youth a fliepherd, but of a gigantic ftature, fieing 
eight foot and a half tall, and withal exceeding well-ihaped, 
all his limbs anfwering his ftature in fymmetry and propor- 
MU mi?bty Of his ftrength wonderful things are related by the an- 

Mrtngtb. tients, v/z. that he was often feen to draw a loaded wag- 
gon, which two oxen could fcarce move, to tear up trees 
by the roots, to crumble pebbles between his ringers, &c. 
Befides, he was fo bold and courageous, that he took delight 
in expoilng himfelf to the greateft dangers : whence he was 
called, for his courage and valour, Achilles * He&or, and 
Ajax ; for his ftrength^ Hercules , Antaus, and Mi to ; but 
at the fame time, for his favage cruelty, Bujiris, Phalaris 9 
and Cy clops. He was firft known to ihe emperor Sepiimius 
Sever us on the following occafion : That prince having ex- 
hibited, as he pa fled through Thrace , Come military games 
and exercifes in honoqr of his fecond Con Geta, and propofed 
prizes for the conquerors, Maximums + at that time about 
twenty years old, begged leave of the emperor, partly in 
the Latin^ and partly in the Thraciauy language, to enter 
the lifts, and try his (kill with the reft. The emperer, ad- 
miring his fize, matched him, not with the foldiers, as he 
was a barbarian, but with fume of the ftrongeft flaves, in the 
camp, whom he overcame, (ixteen, one after the other. 
Hereupon the emperor ordered him to be lifted among the 
horfe. A few days after, as the emperor was vifiting the dif- 
ferent quarters of the camp on horfeback, Maximinus 9 ac- 
cofting him, began to run by him. The emperor, to 
try whether he could run as well as he could wreftle, 
put his horfe upon a full gallop, and rid round the camp, 
Maximinus keeping dole by him the whole time, till both 
he and his horfe were quite fpent. Then turning to him, 
Thraciar., fa id he, art thou now difpofed to wreftle ? I am % 
anfwered Ma xi minus % as much as you plcaje. The emperor 
immediately di ("mounted, and ordered fome of the ftrongeft 
foldiers and beft wreftlcrs in the army to enter the lifts with 
him, of whom he overcame and threw down feven, as if 
they had been fo many children ; which fo pleafed the em- 
peror, that he prefented him with a golden collar, placed 
him among his guards, and heaped many favours upon him, 
appointing him extraordinary allowances, the common pay 
not being fufficient to fupport him. For he ufed to eat, ac- 
cording to Julius Cttpitolinusy forty, according to Mlius Car- 
dus 9 a more antient hiftorian, fixty, pounds weight of flefh 
a day > and lo drink eight amphora? of wine, that is, fix gal- 
lon*, 
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Ions, without ever eating or drinking to excefs *. He was 
preferred by Caracalla to the poft of a centurion, but quitted 
the army upon that prince's death, being unwilling to fervc 
under Macrinus y the chief author of the murder, and retired 
to his own country. When Heliogabalus came to the em- 
pire, he offered his fervicc to him ; and being admitted again 
into the army, he was, by the intereft of his friends, raifed 
to the rank of a tribune ; but always declined, under fome 
pretence or other, attending the emperor, who had difobJig- 
ed him with an impure jeft, alluding to his mighty krenglh "* 
He had even abfenud himfelf from Rome, not L-eing a- 
ble to bear the fight of that lewd monfter ; but returned 
thither when he underftood that Alexander was raifed to the ^ . f 
empire, and was by that prince received with the grcateit greatly /n- 
demon fixations of kindnefs and efteern, recommended by h<m soured 6y 
to the fenate, created fenator, and honoured with the com Alexander 
mand of a new-raifeJ legion, which the emperor thought 
him well qualified to inftrudt in the military exercifes. in 
that office he acquitted himfJf fo well, that Alexander 
preferred him to a higher command, and, at the breaking 
out of the German war, charged him with the care of difci- 
plining the new-raifed tro >ps, confifting chiefly of Pannoniars. 
We are told, that Alexander, had even fo.ne thoughts of mar- 
rying his lifter Theoclia to the fon of Maximtnus^ who, in 
mod inferiptions, is ftyled C. Julius Ferus Maximtnus. He 
was a youth of extraordinary beauty, in ftature almoit equal 
to his father, well-lbaped, brave, courageous, but proud 
and haughty to fuch a degree, that, upon his being proclaim- 
ed Augujius, and his father's partner in the empire, he fiif- 
fered his foldiers not only to kifs his hand, but his knees and 
feet, which his father could never endure. When he was 
killed with his father in the year 238, he was betrothed to 
Julia Fadilla y the great niece of Antoninus Pius *. 

Maximtnus no fooner faw himfelf inverted with the fo- eru *ty 
vereign power, than he d i fin i fled all thofe who had been em- a f eer J JI * 
ployed by Alexander in places of truft, and appointed crea- ac(e Jr* 0H *° 
tures of his own in their room, felected for the moft part out * m P* r * 
of the very dregs of the people. He made it his chief ftudy 
to gain the afte<Stions of the fbldiery j but chufing rather to 
be feared than loved by the reft of his fubjeits, he began his 
reign with unheard-of cruelties. AH thofe who had been in- 
timate with Alexander , or fhewed the leaft concern for his 
death, were by his orders inhumanly maflacred ; the fenators, 

1 

u Hrfcoo, I. vi. p. 58$. Max. vit. p ijS, 139. w Max. 
vit. p. 139. 140. • * Max. vit. p. 1 19, Sec. 
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whom he had created, degraded and fuch officers as he had 
raifed, under various pretences, difcharged, and moft of 
them banifhed. Being aihamed of the mcannefc of his ex- 
traction, he caufed aii chofe who knew his parents, or any of 
his family, to be privately murdered, though many of them 
had relieved him when in a low condition, and by their in- 
tereft raifed him in the army. His cruelty was heightened 
Tbeeonfpi- by the confpiracy of Magnus, a confular of an illuftrious fa- 
racy of m \\y and great merit. He confpired with feveral of Alexander** 
Magnus. ©Id foidiers to break down the bridge which that prince had 

built over the Rhine* after Maximinus had patted it, and 
abandon him to the enemy. But the confpiracy being dis- 
covered, all thofe, whom Maximinus only fufpe&ed to have 
been privy to it, were inhumanly maflacred, to the number 
of four thoufand, without being tried, or even examined ; 
which induced many to believe, that the plot was only a con- 
trivance of Maximinus* to rid himfelf of thofe who gave him 
TMDfrho- um brage 7 . A few days after the confpiracy of Magnus* the 
eniansrr- Ofrboenians, who ferved in the army, and had been always 
w /% greatly attached to the late emperor, no longer doubting that 

he had been afiaflinated by Maximlnus' 's orders, openly re- 
volted, proclaimed 7". §>uartinus emperor, and attired him, 
much againft his will, with the imperial purple and all the 
enfigns of fovereignty. But foon after, one Macedo* who 
had been the chief author of the revolt, and pretended great 
Qaartinus friend (hip for ^uartinus* murdered him while he was lepof- 
betaytimnd ing in his tent, and carried his head to Maximinus* who, 
murdered, inltead of rewarding him according to his expectation, cauf- 
ed him fome time after to be executed for rebelling againft 
his prince and betraying his friend 1 . Tlie Ofrhoenians re- 
turning to their duty after the death of ^uartinus* the fol- 
lowing year, when Sever us and g)uintianus were confuls *Maxi- 
minus entered Germany at the head of a mighty army, ra- 
Maximi- vageJ the country far and wide, burnt the enemies habita- 
nts i mnt tions, carried off their corn and cattle, and took an incre- 
■*^™j e dible number of prifoners. Several battles were fought in 
r7hg tne woo ^ s anc * marflies, in each of which the emperor killed 
Germans. man y or " tne enemy with his own hand, difcharging every 

duty of a gallant foldier and experienced commander. He 
chofe always |to fight at the head of his troops, and often 
grappled with the enemy hand to hand like a common fol- 
dier. Having, in one encounter, to encuurage his men, 
rulhcd fword in, hand into the mid ft of the enemy, he was 

* Idem, p. 142. He hod. I, vii. p. 589. * Hiro». 1. vii, 
p. 590, Max. vit. p. 14.2, 4tc. 
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(unrounded on all fides, and had been either killed or taken, 
notwithstanding his extraordinary ftrength, in which he placed 
too much confidence, had not his men, animated by the ex- 
ample of their general, haftened to his re feu e. He took care 
to tranfmit an account of his victories to the fenate, telling 
them among other things, that he had laid wafte the enemy's 
country four hundred miles round ; deftroyed near one hun- 
dred and fifty of their villages j taken an incredible number 
of prisoners; and fought more battles than any of theantients 
had ever done \ He ordered his exploits to be reprefented in 
painting, and hung up in the fquaresand public places at Rome. 
For thefe victories the fenate decreed both to him and his fon 
the title of Germanicus ; which is ftill to be.feen on feveral 
of his medals *>. From Germany he marched into Illyricum* 
and having patted the winter at Sirmium in Pannonia^ where 
he entered upon his firft confulihip, and took Africanus for 
his col leg ue, early in the fpring he led his army into the 
countries of the Dacians and Sarmatians y gained feveral Overcome* 
victories over thofe barbarous nation 4 , and obliged them to t ; je Daci- 
fubmit to fuch terms as he was pleafed to impofe upon ans and 
them. He had nothing lefs in view than to extend the bor- Sarma- 
ders of the empire to the northern ocean ; which he would tians. 
have eafily accomplished, fays Herodian % had he not been 
interrupted by a civil war and great difturbances at home, oc- 
cafioned by his unheard-of cruelty and infatiable avarice. 
He encouraged informers, feigned plots, and condemned, His cruslif 
without diftin&ion of quality, fex, or age, all who were ac- 
cufed, feiaing their eftates, and reducing the richeft families 
in Rome to beggary. Perfons of the grcateft difti n<£tion were 
fnatched away from their friends and relations, and, upon 
various groundlefs accufations, carried into Pannonia y to be 
judged by the emperor ; who never failed to condemn them 
either to death or banifbment, and to feize their eftates, whe- 
ther the crimes laid to their charge were proved or no. Not 
fatished with the wealth of fo many illuftrious families, he 
began to plunder the temples, to ftrip the public buildings of 
their ornaments, and to feize on the public money in the cities 
allotted for the maintenance or diversions of the people. This 
alarmed the populace, and difpofed them to a general revolt, 
which firft broke out in Africa^ about the middle of May of The people 
the enfuing year* when Perpetuus and Ccrnelianus were con- in Africa 
fuls, on the following orcalion : Two young men of great rvolt. 
diftin&ion, being condemned by the emperor's receiver in 

* Idem ibid. b Golts. p. lot, ioj. Birac. p. 329. 

c NllOP* 1* vii. p. 592. 
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that province, who oppreffed the people hi a moft tyrannical 
manner, to pay a fine, which would have reduced them 
to beggary, confpired to fave their fortunes, by deftroying 
him j and accordingly, having gained fome foldiers of the le- 
gion quartered there, they fell upoft him unexpectedly, and 
cut in pieces both him and fuch of' the foldiers as attempted 
to defend him. This murder, they well knew, the emperor 
would never forgive ; and therefore, well apprifed, that the 
only means of efcaping the punifliment due to their crimey 
was to create a new prince, they openly revolted, and with 
the concurrence of the people, who could no longer bear the 
Gordian tyrannical government of Ma xi 'minus , proclaimed Gordianus 9 
proclaimed ac tnat l ' nic prpconful of Africa , emperor in his room. 
emperor in Gordiamts was defcended of an illuftrious family, poflefied of 
Africa. immenfe wealth, and univerfally beloved both at Rome and 

in the provinces, many of which he had governed, on account 
of Iv.s extraordinary merit and virtues ; but as he was ftricken 
in years, being at this time eighty and upwards, when the 
people broke unexpectedly into his houfe, and faluted him 
with the title of An*uftus 9 he threw himfelf upon the ground, 
and begged with many tears they would fuffcr him to fpend 
the poor remains of his life in quiet, and chufe fome other 
more able, on account of his age, to deliver the ftate from 
the t) tannic A yoke under wbfch it groaned. But the people, 
and at their head one Maurhiu$ y a perfon of great authority 
among them, continuing unalterable in their former refolu- 
tion, Gordlanut was in the end con it rained to accept the en- 
hgns and title of emperor ; which he had no fooner done, 
than, to the inexpreilible joy of all the Africans^ he took his 
fon, who bo:c the fame name, was then his lieutenant, and 
luJ been. con ful, for his partner in the empire. From Tiyf- 
//////, a city of no ftnall note in By%acene y not far from Adru- 
vieium, where this happened,- Gordian us marched to Car- 
thtige, and made his entry into that city arrayed with the im- 
perial purple, ami J it tlie loud acclamations of the people, fa- 
l!e nwffei luting him with the title of Qordianus Africanus. From Car- 
ta the ft- tbage he wrote to the fenatc and people of Rome, acquainting 
nau. them with what had happened in Africa^ and alluring them, 

that he had accepted of the empire a gain ft his will, and was 
ready to rcfign it, if they did not think fit to confirm his 
election. In the decrees which he fent with his letters, and 
ordered to be publicly fet up with the approbation of the fe- 
nate, he gave leave to all exiles to return home, ba- 
nitm-d the informers, promifed large funis to the people, and 
to the fold i cry a greater largefs than any emperor had ever 
given. At the fame time, he wrote to all the great men in 

Rome* 
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Rome, mod of whom were his particular friends, encourag* 
ing tiiem to exert themfelves on the prefent occafion, and 
join him in refcuing Rome from the infupportable tyranny of 
Alaximinus, which was the only motive that had prompted 
him in his ol I age to fubmit to fo heavy a burden 3s the em- 
pire. In his letter to "Junius Syllanus, then con Ail, he charg- 
ed that magi ft rate to difpatch without delay Vitallanus y who 
commanded the body of the praetorian guards that had been 
left in Rome, and was greatly attached to Maximinus, being 
of a no lefs cruel and fa. v age temper than that tyrant. Sy lia- 
nas y upon the receipt of tiiis letter, fent the quaeftor, attend- 
ed by fome refoluie men, with letters to Vitalianus* which he 
pretended to have j u ft received from Maximtnus^ in joining 
them to draw lum afidc, and difpatch him while he was per- 
uflng them ; which they did accordingly, and then gave out, 
that what they had done was by Maximinus's orders j which 
was believed j for thus he ufed to treat even his beffc friends. 
After this, the conful Syllanus afiemblcd at hishoufe the prae- 
tors, zediies, and tribunes of the people, and attended by 
them, went to the fenate, and there read, on the twenry- 
feventh day of May, the letters which Gordianus had written 
both to them and to him. Hereupon the fenate, in great Who ac- * 
tranfports of joy, declared, without the leaft hefitation, the Zno^vudge 
two Gordians emperors, the two Maximins public enemies, kim *m*e- 
and decreed a great reward to fuch as fhould kill either of them. rer * 
At the fame time, they named to the przetorfhip of the en- 
filing year a third Gordian, grandfon to the elder, tho* thrn 
only but twelve years old. Thefe proceedings, however, were ^ * ^ 
kept fee ret, till fuch time as the fenate had taken the necef- u g * eJI &* 
fury meafurcs tor quaihing at once the party of the Maximins 
in Rome ; which was no fooner done, than they gave out, that 
they we:e both killed, and that the two Gordians reigned in 
their room. The edicls of the latter were publicly hung up, 
and their images carried to the camp, with their letters io- 
the foldiery, who being, after the death of Vitalianui, defti- 
tute of a leader, readily fubmitted to the Gordians. As for 
the people, tranfported with rage againft Maximinus hardly 
to be exprefled, they irnmediately ran and pulled down all his 
itatues and monuments, uttering dreadful imprecations agninlt 
the bloody tyrant and his fon. At the fame time, the fenate 
enacted a decree, fentencing to death all the friends of Ala+i- 
minuS) and the minifters of his Cruelty. Hereupon fuch of \h friends 
them, as had not the good luck to efcape, were mafia cred *■/* M.« vi- 
without mercy by the enraged multitude, ihagged tin oujh i- at 
the ftreets, and thrown into the common fewer. Smei.il f-o*..:? 
innocent perfons periihed with the guilty, many U\ his 
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ctf that opportunity to difpatch their private enemies or credi- 
tors. Sabinus* governor of Rom/, endeavouring to put a Hop 
to tbefe diforders, had his brains daflied out with a blow from 
one of the mob, and his body was left for fome time in the 
public ftreet 

fbg fenate it* the mean time^ it being publicly known; that Maxi- 
all f a minus was ftiJI alive, the fenate iflued a fecond decree again ft 
man revolt him ^ declaririg anew both him arid his fon public enemies, 
fi* m m , and at the fame time difpatched perfons of the greateft intereft 
Maximi- an j aut jj 0f \ t y j nto all the provinces, with letters to the procon- 

nus " fuii, prefidents, lieutenants, tribunes, exhorting them to 

join in the common caufe, and exert themfelves in defence of 
their common liberties, againft a raging tyrant and public 
enemy (S). They likewife chofe twenty fenators j who had 
all been confuls, and fent them into different parts of Italy, 
with orders to guard night and day all the roads, ports, and 
harbours, that no account of what had pafled at Roth* might 
be t ran fm it ted to Ma xi minus before the arrival of Gordian. 
The letters of the fenate were received in moft cities and 
provinces with incredible joy, and a dreadful flaughter was 
made of the officers and friends of Ma xi minus. Only a few 
places continued faithful to him, and either delivered Up to 
the tyrant, or maflacred, the deputies of the fenate. At 
Rome perfons of all ranks and ages, even the women and 
children, crouded to the temples, befceching the gods, that 
they would never fuffer the bloody tyrant to approach the 



d Gordian vit. p. 153, & feq. Max. vit. 143, &feq. Hitov. 

1. vii. p. 595 — 598. 

(S) The letter, which the fenate wrote on this occafion* was con- 
ceived in the following terms : " To all proconfufi, prefidents, 

lieutenants, commanders , tribunes, free towns, cities, villages 
" and catties, the fenate and people of Rome, whofe deliverance 
" from the tyranny of the cruel monfter Maxim in is begun by the 

Gordians* greeting : By the favour of the gods we have tor era- 
" peror Gordian. a perfon of the greateft merit and virtue. We 
" have proclaimed him emperor, and, for the greater fecurity of 
" the (late, his fon in conjunction with him. ft is incumbent upon 
" you to concur with us in procuring and promoting the public 
** welfare and fafety ; in oppofing the wicked defigns of thofe who 
*« threaten ui ; and in purfuing to death the cruel tyrant Maximi* 
" and his friends ; for we have declared him and his fon public 
*• enemies C33J." 

f33) Max. p. 143, 144. 
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city Maximums, who was at this time either in Thrace 
or Smrmatia, foon received intelligence of what had pa fled at 
Rome and in Africa, notwithstanding all the precautions of the 
fenate; nay, a copy of the decree of the fenate, declaring; 
him a public enemy and fetting a price upon his head, was 
tranfmitted to him ; upon the reading of which he flew into His rage 
fuch a paffion, as can hardly be expreflcd or conceived : more upon the 
like a wild beaft than a human creature, fays the author of his °f 
life, he beat his head againft the wall, threw himfelf upon the revolt. 
ground, tore his royal robes, drew his fword, and, after having 
uttered dreadful menaces againft the fenate, fell upon thofe 
who flood next to him, and would have killed his fon, had he 
not quickly withdrawn, for having refufed to quit him and 
live at Rome ; which the father advifed him to do upon their 
firft coming to the empire j and which would, in his 
opinion, have kept the fenate and people in awe, and pre- 
vented the prefent revolt. In fhort, fuch was his fury 
and rage, that his friends looking upon him as a man be- 
reft of his underftanding, with much-ado fnatched his arms 
from him, and carried him to his room. Being returned to 
himfelf, he fpent fome days in deliberating with his council 
about the moft proper meafures to be purfued at fuch an im- 
portant conjun&ure. Then aflembling his army, he acquaint- 
ed thefn with the ftate of affairs, pretending to be under no 
apprehenilon, and promifing to diftribute among them the 

eftatcs of the fenators and African rebels. Having ended his He mar- 

fpeech, he gave his foldiers a great bounty, and without lofi cbts Jar I- 
of time began his march cowards Italy. The troops not taly. 
ihewing fo much ardour and forwardnefs as he expelled, he 
wrote to his fon, who was marching with a feparare body at 
fome diftance, to join him with all poffible expedition, left 
the army fliould, in his abfence attempt upon his life. At 
the fame time, he difpatched perfons to Rome, to publifli 
there in his name a general pardon with refpe& to all paft 
injuries, and with them letters to Sabinus, not being yet 
apprifed of his death, in which was inclofed a copy of the 
decree declaring him a public enemy ; for he fuppofed Sabi- 
nmsy who had abfented himfelf that day from the fenate, to be 
altogether ignorant of what had pafled there f . While Maxi- 
minus was marching towards Italy y the face of affairs was quite 
changed in Africa : A fenator, by name Capelianus, had been 
appointed governor of Mauritania by Maximinus y w\th a con- 

e Hi sod. 1. vii. p. 599. Max. vit. p. 141. f Gord. vit. 
p. 157, 15$. Hi rod. p. 601. Max. vit. p. 141. 

iderable 



SUH. 

i 



336 The Roman Hi/lory. Book III. 

fide r able botfy of troops under his command, to make head 
againll the Moors not fubjecl to Rome, who infefted with 
daily incurfions the Roman territories. But Gordiunus y to 
whom he had ever been a declared enemy, and whom he had 
cn 'all occasions oppofeJ, immediately difcharged him, and 
Cipe'»anus j^meu another in Jiis room. Capel/anus 9 W ho was an officer 
ra*fa/o*'- 0 f ^r rca t valour and experience, in (lead of obeying the orders 
ce * *jf* : "ft of tne new emperor 9 ailembied all his forces, levied feveral 
t ;Oor i- C(>Jn;Vll j cs of Jl-/oors 9 and having with incredible difpatch 
*"* 'r.wn together a very confiderable body of well-difciplincd 

*mJ ici'olute men, marched at the head of them ftraic to 
Corkage. His approach alarmed the city. The inhabitants, 
r.ruvevfci, betook themfelves to their arms, and marched out 
n /. cr the conduct of Gordianus the younger to meet the 
r«u;ji.. Hereupon a bloody engagement eniued, in which 
iianuSs raw and undtfciplined troops performed wonders ; 
hiii were in the end put to flight, and moft of them cut 
in n.-ces eitiier in the battle or the purfuit. Gordianus him- 
felf was ktlicd in the field ; which, together with the lo(s 
t,i the battle and the approach of the enemy, reduced the 
'".-•ther 10 fuch defpair, that he frrangled himfelf with his own 
• • ie *. Such was the end of the two Gerdians, after hav- 
» » :c ; gne«i, according to the moft probable opinion h, one 
in nrh and fix Jays. They were fprung from two of the 



mod a;.(U!nt and illuftrious famdies in Rome. Gordianus the 
c- ;er i.nher, it; Jed in moft medals and inferiptions M. Antonius 
* to/ Gojd.'onas, was the fon of AZtcius Marullus, defcended from 
i s two the Gracchi \ and of Uipia Gordiana 9 of the family of the 
<iOiu»at*». r > r Trajan. His father, grandfather, and gnat-grand- 

f t 1 nd !x en confuls, and he himfelf twice difcharged that 
hun.'UTdDie office, tirtt with the emperor Caracalla in 213, 
and the fecund time with Alexander Sever us in 229. His 
wealth w.s aniV/i "iM«s to h s quality ; for he po (felled, ac- 
cording to Julius Capitolinus* more land in the provinces, 
than any private man in Rome 1 . The fame writer obferves, 
that he was in: firft private per fon who had a confular habit 
of his own, the reft, and even fome of the emperors, con- 
tenting themfcives with the common robes that were lodged 
in the capirol k . He was well-fbaped, of a comely and 
niajeftic aipcet, and thought to rei'cmble the emperor Au- 
gu/Sus. He was highly efteemcd by the emperor Alexander* 
who returned public thanks to the fenate for preferring fo. 

« Herod. I. vii p G02. 603 Gord vie p. 15$. M ax . vit. 
p. 14c i> Vide Petav. doa temp. p. 337, ' Gord. vit. 
p. 15c, 152. k Idem, p. 152. 
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deferving a perfon, to the government of Africa* ftyling him 
in the letter which he wrote on that occaiion, a nobleman 
of great magnanimity, eloquence, juftice, moderation, inte- 
grity, goodnefs, b?c. He was exceeding kind to all his 
relations, and paid fuch rcfpcft to his wife's father, Annius 
Severus^ that he never prelum ed before he was prator, to 
lit down in his prefence, and never failed waiting upon him 
once a day, even when he was confix]. He was very fobcr 
in his diet, modeft, but proper, in his drefs, and regular in all 
his actions, without ever being guilty of any execfe, or dif- 
compofed by any paffion ! . He was well verfed in all the 
branches of literature, cfpecially in poetry, and wrote in his 
ycuth feveral poems, which were greatly eftcciued, and, a- 
mong the reft, one intitled Antoniniades % defcribing in thirty 
books the lives and wars, the public and private actions, of 
Antoninus Pius and Marcus Aurelius* and Antoninus Pbilojb- 
pbus. He wrote likewife in profe tiie praifes of the Antonini. 
His chief entertainment was to read Plato* Arifiotle* Cicero* 
Pirgiti and the other antient authors. No one ever gave 
greater fatisfadtion to the people, or difcharged the public 
offices with more gcnerofity, than Goi'dianus. During the 
year of his sedilelh»p, he exhibited public (hows once a 
month, fometimes five hundred couple of gladiators at a 
time, and never lefs than one hundred and fifty. He caufed 
an incredible number of wild beafts to be brought to Rome* 
for the diverfion of the people, from the moft diftant parts 
of the empire. In one day a thoufand bears were hunted 
and killed, and, in his other Co-vs, fuch numbers of wild 
beafts of all kinds, as had never before been feen in Rome j 
which gained him the affections of the people, intircly ad- 
dicted to diverfions of that nature. After his fecond con- 
fullhip, he was immediately fent into Africa* in quality of 
proconful ; which office he difcharged with fuch juftice, e- 
quity, and moderation, that he was univerfally adored, and 
more beloved by the people than any governor had ever been 
before him, fomc calling him a Scipio* fome a Cato* fome 
a Mutius Scavola* a Rutiiius* a Lalius. He married Fa if i a 
Ore ft ilia* the daughter of Anmus Sever us* and granddaugh- 
ter of the emperor A<1. Aurelius* and had by her a daughter 
named Macia Faujiina* who was married to Junius Balbus* 
a confular \ and a foil ftyled in the antient infer ipt ions and 
medals A4* Antoninus Gardianus «>, with tiie title of pontifcx ; 
whereas his father is diftinguifhed with that of pant if ex 

1 Idem, p. 152, 153. * Gofcxz. p, 102. 
Vol. XV, S ma*imut % 
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maximus. The fon was killed in the year 237, the forty- 
fixth of his age «, and confequently was born in 191, the 
twelfth of the reign of Commons. He had an extraordinary 
memory, and was well verfed in polite literature, having had 
Serenas Sammonicus for his preceptor, who bequeathed to him 
his famous library, confiding of fixty two thoufand volumes; 
He wrote feveral pieces both in profeand verfe; which (hewed, 
fays Capitolinus o, that he had a fine genius, but neglected 
to cultivate and improve it. He was well /killed in the law, 
and one of Alexander** chief counfellors. He was univerfally 
beloved on account of his obliging carriage and extraordinary 
fweet temper ; but loved his pleasures, and fpent moft of hit 
time in baths, gardens, and groves. He kept constantly 
twenty-two concubines, and is faid to have had by each of 
them three or four children ; whence he was called the Pria- 
musy and fatirically the Priapus, of his time. /Elius Cordus 
wrires, that he could never be prevailed upon to marry, and 
confequently had no lawful iflue. On the other hand, De- 
xippus tells us, that he married, and had by his wife Gordian* 
afterwards emperor p. But, according to Herodian, the em- 
peror was not hit, but his fitter's fon. But of him hereafter. 
Gordian^ of whom we are now writing, was highly favoured 
by Heliogabalus, as a young man addicted to his pleafures, 
and by that prince raifed to the quaefrorihip. Alexander pre- 
ferred him, as he was a man of known integrity and great 
abilities, to the praetor ffaip , and foon after honoured him with 
the confular dignity. In the reign of Alexa • der or Max: mi- 
nus he was fent into Africa^ in quality of lieutenant to his 
father, who took him for his partner in the empire, and, upon 
his death, put an end to his own life in the manner we have 
related above. 

To refume now the thread of our hiftory. The difmal tid- 
ings of the death of the two Gordians in Africa threw the 
whole city into the utmoft confirmation. However, as 
they dreaded above all things the cruel effe&s of Maximinm'% 
le/entmeut, and expected to find no mercy at the hands of fo 
barbarous a tyrant, they refolveJ, not to fubmit to him, 
but to defend themfelves to the lair. The fenate therefore, 
aflembling in the temple of Concord^ chofe two new empe- 
Pupicnus r ? rS ' ^\ ClodlHS PupUnus Maximus and Decimus Ccxlius Bal- 
and Balbi- *{* USa The former was a per fon of low birth, but cxtraor- 
tiuifro- dinary merit. His father was, according to fome, a cart- 
c/aimtd wright, according to others, a lock-fiuith ; but the fon raifed 
mpcroru himfclf, chiefly by his courage and valour, to the fait em- 
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ployments in the empire. He ferved firft in quality of a The rife 
private foldier ; but was (bon preferred, as he diftinguifhed and prefer* 
himfelf on all occafions, to the poft of a centurion, then to °f 
that of a tribune, and not long after to the command of fe- Pu P lcnul * 
veral legions, in which he acquitted himfelf fo well, 
that he was admitted into the fenate, created praetor, 
honoured with the confulfliip, and fucceffively appointed 
governor of Bithynia* Greece* and Narbonne Gaul. From 
Gaul* he was fent to command the troops in Illyricum* 
where he gained great advantages over the Sarmatians* and 
the forces in Germany* where he was attended with equal fuc- 
cefs again ft the Germans. Upon his return from Germany* 
he wat made governor of Rome* in which place he acquitted 
himfelf with fuch prudence, integrity, and difcretion, that 
he was both efteemed and beloved by pcrfons of every rank 
and condition. He appeared always grave and ferious, and 
ihewed no great complaifance to any one ; but was juft, mer- 
ciful, and never guilty of the leaft action that favoured of 
inhumanity, but on the contrary always ready to forgive. He 
addicted himfelf to no party, was fteady and inflexible in his 
resolutions, and, withput trufting to others, examined every 
thing himfelf with great care and attention. In ftiort, the 
fenate entertained fuch an high opinion of his extraordinary 
merit and virtues, that in declaring him emperor, they fo- 
lemnly protefted, that, in the whole empire, they knew no 
perfon better qualified than he for fuflaining the name and 
dignity of a prince He is commonly called Pupienus by 
the Latin hiftorians, and by the Greet writers Maximus* 
which has flrangely perplexed Capitolinus* who, after a 
long defcant, concludes that they were two names of one and 
the lame perfon : this trouble he might have faved himfelf by 
only looking upon one of that prince's coins. Balbinus was The extra- 
defcended of an illuftrious family, and pretended to derive his £/ M and 
pedigree from Cornelius Balbus Thophanes* a celebrated hi do- employ 
rian, and a man of the firft rank in the ifland of Lefbos y mentt of 
who was made free of Rome by Pompey the Great. The pre- Balbinus. 
fent emperor had been twice conful, and had governed with- 
out blame fe veral provinces, viz, Af:a % Africa* Bithynia* 
(Jalatia* Pontus* Thrace* and Gaul. He had likewife com- 
manded armies ; but, being fomewhat timorous, he was 
thought better qualified for civil than military affairs. He 
pofieh'ed immenle wealth, lived with gjiat fplendor, was ad- 
dicted to pic \ Cures, but at the fame time univei fully beloved 

on account of his integrity (for he injure J no man but 
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himfclf ), his humanity, fweet temper, and obliging beha- 
viour. He was an excellent orator, no mean poet, and 
had an uncommon talent in making extemporary vcrfes r . 

Alaximus and Balbinus being, with the unanimous con fen t 
of the fenate, raifed to the Sovereignty, and in vetted with the 
tribunitial and proconfuJar power, went, at the breaking up 
The people of the aflcmbly, to the capitol. But while they were offer- 
mutiny, ing there the ufual Sacrifices, the popuiace rofe, and, armed 

with /tones and clubs, declared, that they would not obey 
the new emperors, and demanded, with great clamour, a 
a prince of the Gordian family, Maximus and Balbinus , 
backed by fome young knights, attempted to open themfelves 
a way through the croud, fword in hand j but were in the 
end, in fpite of all their efforts, obliged to fend for young 
VoungQox Gordian^ then only twelve years old, who was received by 
dian He. the popuLce with loud fhcuts, of joy, and carried to the ca- 
clared Ca> pi col ; where the fenate to appeafe the multitude, declared 
ar * him C<rfar, arrayed him with the habit peculiar to that 

dignity, and in that attire fhewed him to the people ; who 
thereupon difperfed, and retiring quietly to their houfes, dif- 
fered the new emperors to take pofieflion of the palace i" ; 
where they began to difcharge the functions of fovereignty with 
deifying the two Gordians. When that ceremony was over, 
they appointed Sabinus governor of Rome^ and Pinarius 
Pa lens * uncle by the father to Maximus^ commander of the 
prastorian guards ; and then, without loft of time, began to 
levy what forces they could, and make the neceflary pre- 
parations for taking the field apainft Maximinus^ who, upon 
the news of their election, quickened his march, breathing 
nothing but ruin and deftrucnoii. As mod of the provinces 
had efpoufed the party of the fenate, troops were fent from 
Maximus a ^ P arts to reinforce the army of Maximus ; who being 
marches a- cnar ged w ^ cn tne conduct of the war, as the more able 
gamft commander, fct out from Rome foon after his election, leav- 
Maximi- ing the prretorian guards, and part of the new raifed- forcer, 
■us. to defend the city and awe the populace. After his depar- 

ture, the fenate di (patched the moft confiderablc men of their 
body into the different parts of Italy* with orders to fortify 
all the cities, and fupply the inhabitants with arms ; to re- 
move all manner of proviJions into the fortified towns, an J 
cither to reap cr def'rov th.; corn in the fields : to mow the 
grafs, and Jay wafie the whole country, through which 
Alaxi minus was to nu-.rch with his numerous army. At the 
Jime time, they few: circular letter* into all the ptov mccs. 
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declaring fuch, as (hould lend him the leaft affiftance, traitors, 
rebels, and puWic enemies. Maximus had fcarce left the 
city, when dreadful difturbances arofe there, occaiioned by Dreadful 
the temerity of two fenators, Gallicanus and Maecenas ; who di ft x url>an~ 
feeing two foldiers of the praetorian guards enter the ball, ces in 
where the fenate was aflembled, quitting their places, ruflied Rome, 
upon them unexpectedly, and difpatched them with their 
daggers ; for in thofe diffracted times moft fenators wore 
daggers under their robes. Hereupon the other foldiers of 
that corps who were waiting at the door mixed with the 
populace, betook themfclvcs to flight, but were purfued by 
Gallicanus 9 who encouraged the mob to fail upon them as 
fpies and partizans of the tyrant Maximinus. Some of 
them were wounded, but the reft fliut themfelves up in 
their camp, where they were attacked the lame day by 
Gallicanus 9 at the head of the multitude (whom he had fup- 
plied with arms), and of all the gladiators he could draw to- 
gether. The guards fuftained the attack with their ufual 
refolution, repulfed the aflailants, and falling upon them in 
their retreat, cut great numbers of them in pieces. This 
flaughter ferved only to infpre the multitude with new rage ; 
and the fenate efpoufing their quarrel, ordered the new-le- 4 battle 
vied forces, which Maximus had left to maintain peace and between 
tranquility in the city, to march againft the prastorian guards ; the prceto- 
which they did accordingly, and attacked the camp with rian guards 
great fury, but were after repeated aflaults, in which great and the 
numbers of them perifhed, obliged to give over the attempt people. 
and retire. The incenfed multitude, finding all their efforts 
thus baffled, bethought themfelves at laft of cutting the con- 
duits that conveyed water into the camp ; which reduced 
the foldiery to fuch defpair, that, throwing the gates of the 
camp open, they rufhed unexpectedly upon the multitude, 
fword in hand, and drove (hem after a long difputc, in 
which much blood was fhed on both fides, inro the city ; 
where the combat began anew, the people d i fc ha rp i n g from 
the tops of their houfos (bowers of ftones and tiles upon the 
foldiery, who in revenge fet Tire to their (hops and ftore- 
houfes, which confumed the grcatcft part of the oty, an in- Dreadful 
credible quantity of valuable effects, and many perfonsof Mdiforders 
ranks c . Herodian does not inform us how the tumult envf- committed 
ed ; but Capitolimts writes, that the temples were profaned, in the cit . 
the private houfts pillaged, the ftrccts covered with dead 
bodies, &c, that the emperor Balbinus^ attempting to ap- 
pe:ife the tumult and part the combatants, was dangcrnuuV 
wounded on the head ; hut at length having fcnt for young 
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Gordian, and fhewed him to the people in his purple robes, 
the fury of both parties afiwaged at once, hoftilities ceafed, the 
people retired to their boufes, and the foldiers to the camp. So 
great was the eftcem, refpc<a, and veneration, both of the peo- 
ple and foldiery, for one fprung from the Gordians y who had 
loft their lives in the defence of the people of Rom* °. 
Maximi- The next year, when Annius Pius or as others call him, 
wispurfucs Ulpiusy and Pontianus were confuls, Maximtnus early in 
Ms march the fpring purfued his march towards Italy , having with him, 
into July, we may fay, all the forces of the empire. Being arrived at 

the foot of the Alps that part Italy from Illy r scum , he found 
the city of Hemona or JEmona abandoned by its inhabitants $ 
which infpired him with hopes of certain victory ; for he 
thence concluded, that no place or city would dare to with- 
itand him. Heredian calls JEmona the firft city of Italy % 
but he ought rather to have ftyled it the laft of Pannonia , 
for in that province it is placed by all the antient and modern 
geographers. S an/on fuppofes it to have flood where the pre- 
sent city of Laubach ftands, the capitol of Carniola ; others 
place it in the neighbourhood of Igg, in the fame country. 
Maximinusy leaving Mmonay palled the mountains without 
meeting with the leaft oppofitioh ; which heightened his joy 
Hisfoldicrs and confidence. But his men, who expe&ed to be refreftied, 
begin to after palling the mountains, with plenty of all manner of 
mutiny. provifions in Italy y finding the country laid wafte far and 

wide, and themfeives deftitute even of neceflaries, began 
to mutiny ; Maximtnus punifhed the ring-leaders of the tu- 
mult with great feverity, which only ferved to exafperate 
the red. However, he purfued his march ; and being in- 
formed, that the city of Aquileia had (hut its gates againft 
a party, which he had fent to take poffeffion of the 
place, he marched thither in perfon with all his forces, not 
doubting, but the inhabitants would fubmit upon the ap« 
Maximi- proach of fo formidable an army. But Crifpinus and Me- 
nas/um- nophilusy two confulars of great refoJution and intrepidity, 
mom the t0 w hom the fenafe had committed the defence of the city, 
aty efn- anfwered the tribune fent by Maximtnus to fummon them 
qui. em to ^ o furrender, that they were determined to hold out to 
furrtn r. ^ ^ rather forfeit their Jives, pan betray their 

truft, or yield to fuch a cruc!, bloody, and faithlefs, tyrant. 
At the fame time, to animate the inhabitants, who began to 
waver, they gave out, that Apolky the tutelar god of the 
plart*, had aflurcd them of vi«5tory ; which difpclled all fear, 
fo that every one began to prepare for a vigorous defence* 
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In the mean while, Maximlnus having fpent fame time in 
paffing the river Sontiusy now lfonzo 9 about fixteen miles 
from Aquileia y approached the city $ and having caufed all 
the vines and neighbouring groves, which were a great orna- 
ment to the place, to be cut down, he began to batter the 
walls with an incredible number of warlike engines, and to 
harrafs the befieged with repeated affaults, which tliey fuftain- The i*bm- 
ci with fuch refolution and intrepidity as can hardly be ex- btiants 
prefied. Even the women and children appeared on the ram- fu/lain a 
parts, and bore their fhare in the common danger ; the wo- fege ivitb 
men tfpecially flgnalized their zeal by yielding their hair to be great re- 
employed in making firings for the bows and other warlike 
machines. The fenate, out of gratitude, after the death of 
Maximinus % caufed a magnificent temple to be eredted, which 
they confecrated to Venus calva 9 or Venus the bald : on a 
medal of *%uintia Crifpilla, wife to the emperor Maximus % 
is to be feen a temple with that legend and the figure of a 
bald woman *. The foldiers of Maximinus 9 in the begin- 
ning of the fiege, (hewed great ardour ; which, however, 
began to abate, when they found the inhabitants firmly de- 
termined to undergo all labours and hard/hips, rather than 
fubmit. Maximinusy highly provoked at their backwardnefs, 
and befldes enraged at the bitter reproaches uttered by the 
inhabitants againft him and his fon, as often as they approach- 
ed the walls, caufed feveral of his officers to be publicly exe- 
cuted, afcribing the coolnefs of the foldiers to want of cou- 
rage in them. This exafperated the foldiers, already inclined 
to mutiny for want of provifions, of which, and even of wa- 
ter, there was great fcarcity in the camp. Bcfides, a report 
was fpread, that the whole empire was arming againft Maxi- 
minusy and ready to fall upon thofe who fupportcd him in 
his tyranny. Hereupon the Albanians , that is, the fold iers ThtfvUicrs 
belonging to the camp in the neighbourhood of A!ba y took a o/Maxt- 
fadden refolution to difpatch the author of fo many calami- minus mm- 
ties; and, without further deliberation, went {trait, at noon- tbty t and 
day, to the tent of Maximitms, difpatched bath him and his murder 
fon with many wounds, cut oft* their heads, and fent them *' w amm * 
to Rome* and threw their bodies into rhc river. With thetn-^*' 
were killed A no Units, their captain of the guards, and all their 
chief minifters and friends *. Such was the end of the reign, 
or rather, of the tyranny, of the two Maximius, after it had 
Jafted three years and a few days, the father being then in the 
fifty-fifth year of his age, and the fon in the twenty-firft. 
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The Pannonians* Thracians, and fomc other troops, heard 
the news of their death with regret, but did not attempt to 
revenge it. Thus the whole army pre fen ted themfelves un- 
armed before the gates of jfquileia, acquainted the beficged 
with the death of Max i minus , and defired to be admitted into 
the city. It was not thought advifeable to open the gates to 
them ; but after they had adored the images of Maximus , Bal- 
bi?ws 9 and Gordian, placed for that purpofe on the ramparts, 
a great quantity of provifions was fent to their camp ; for they 
were ahnoft famifhed : and the next day they all took the 
ufual oaths to Maximus and Balbinus 

An exprefs was immediately difpatched to Rome with thefe 
His death j 0 yf u l tidings, who parting through Ravenna* found the em- 
occaftom p cror Maximus there bufy in aflembling his forces, in order 

^RoCc to mH,cn a g a » n ft { he tyrant. But when he underftood, that 

both the Maxim'ms were killed, that their army had fubmit- 
ted, and fworn fidelity to him and his collegue, tranfported 
with joy, and laying afide all military preparations, he re- 
paired to the temples to return thanks to the gods for fuch 
iignal and unexpected fuccefs. In the mean time, the ex- 
prefs purfuing his journey, and often changing horfes, reach- 
ed Rome the fourth day, diftant from Aquileta about two 
hundred and eighty miles, which no one, fays our hiftorian, 
had ever done before. Upon his arrival, he found Balbinus 
and Gordian aflifting with the people at the public fports in 
the theatre, where he delivered his letters to the two princes ; 
which he had no fooner done, than the whole multitude cried 
out with one voice, Maxi minus is killed ; and rifing up left the 
theatre, and crouded to the temples, whither Balbinus and 
Gordian followed. The fenate immediately aflembled ; and 
after decreeing fevcral honours to the three princes, appoint- 
ed facrifices to be offered in all the temples, and a day of pub- 
lic and folemn thankfgiving for their happy delivery. Balbinus, 
who ufed to tremble at the very name of Maxi minus , offered 
an hecatomb, which was never .done but upon fomc very 
extraordinary occafion, and caufed the fame facrifice to be 
offered in all the cities of the empire *. Thofe who brought 
the heads of the two Maximins, arrived at Rome foon after 
the courier j for they made what hafte they could. They 
were met every- where by crouds of the people, and received 
with the greaielt demonftracions of joy. They entered Rome 
with the heads ftuck upon two lances, that every one might 
fee them ; and no fight was ever more pleafing. They re- 
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paired again to the temples, offered new fcerifiecs, and fee tri- 
ed no lofs transported with joy ? th^n if they had been deliver- 
ed front imminent death or captivity >. The two heads were 
abandoned to the r*ge of the populace, and, after many 
infill ts, burnt in the field of Mars. The names of the Maxi- 

****** *» J* * * % » 

mins were, by a decree of the fenate, erafed out of all infer ip- 
tions, their ftatues overturned, and their bodies ordered to 
be left unburied. The emperor Afaximus haftened from Ra- 
venna to Aguileia, where he was received Witt loud accla- 
mations, and acknowledged emperor by the army of Maxi- 
minus* among whom he distributed large fums, and then fent 
them back co their refpectivc quarters, retaining with him on- 
ly, the praetorian guards, and a fmall body of Germans* iu 
whom chiefly he confided. During his ftay at Aquileia* the 
fenate, to do htm honour, lent a deputation to him, con lift- 
ing of twenty of their body, who had been all confute, prae- 
tors, or quaeftors. Wjth tfrjem he fct out from Aanileia ; Maxi- 
and arriving at feme with a numerous and fplendid retinue, mas returns 
was there received at the gates by Balbinus, Gordian % the/'Rjme. 
fenate in a body, and all the people, and conducted in tri- 
umph to the palace b . The two emperors governed with The wife 
great prudence and moderation, enacted excellent laws, ad- adminif 
miniftered juftice with the utmoft impartiality, maintained the tration of 
military difciplixie with due rigour, paid great refpect and de- the two 
ference to the fenate, and conducts J themfelves in ail things ttnfirors. 
with fuch wifdoin, equity, and moderation, that they were 
in a manner adored both by the fenate and people c But 
the happinefs and tranquillity which they enjoyed, under thefe 
excellent princes, were fhort-Iivcd. The Carpi, a people The Carpi, 
beyond the Danube* paffing that river, ravaged the province Goths^W 
of Maefia. The Goths* provoked perhaps by the death of Per ^ ,ans » 
Maximinus* invaded the Roman territories on the fide of Sty- threaten 
thia ; and the Perfiatis* who had continued quiet fincc the 
year 233, when Alexander made war upon them,, threaten- 
ed the caftern provinces. 

princes,, that Maximus fliould march again ft the Perjians* 
Balbinus againft the Goths and. the Carpi \ and Gordian re- 
main in the mean time at Rome. But while great prepara- 
tions were making for the intended expeditions, the prxio- 
rian guards, diflatLstied to fee piinces, who had been orated 
by the fenate, fo much applauded, and provoked at the bitter 
invectives which were daily uttered againft Afaximinus* and 
reflected no fmall dishonour upon them, who had raifed him 
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Tfopr*- to the empire, began to mutiny, and complain with one 
torian another, that the right of iteming the emperors, which had 
guards mu- hitherto' proved fo advantageous to them, was (hatched out 
* tn J* of their hands, and transferred to the fenate. Be fides, they 

grew jealous of the Germans , whom Maximus Had brought 
to Rome with him, with a deiign, at they imagined, to dif- 
charge the praetorian guards,, as Sep tt mi us Sever us had formerly 
done, and to take the Germans in their room. Being thus 
prejudiced againft the two' emperors, they refolved to difpatch 
them, and refume their pretended authority, by fetting up 
another in their room. Having taken this refolution, they 
only waited for an opportunity of putting it in execution, 
which Toon offered ; for the Capitoline games being celebrated 
a few days after, and rtioft of the emperors guards and do- 
meftics reforting thither,the discontented and mutinous foldiery 
marched ftrait to the palace, where the two princes were left 
aimoft alone. : Maximus, informed of their arrival " before 
they had entered the palace, was for calling the Germans to 
Jealoufies his atfiftance, but was therein oppofed by Balbinus. For 
between thefe two princes were not, for all their great' qualities, free 
the empe- fiom private jealoufies. Balbinus was piqued at the extraordi- 
r^rs. nary honours which the fenate had heaped upon his col leg ue, 

as if the death of Ma xi minus, and bleflings thence accruing, 
had been chiefly owing to him ; and betides, looked upon him 
as one greatly inferior to himfelf in birth and nobility. On the 
other hand, Maximus, knowing himfelf to be by far the bet- 
ter' fuluier and abler commander, tacitly claimed on that 
(core die chief authority. Thefe mutual jealoufies, though 
prudently concealed, and rather guefled at by others, than 
fecii, b.c- f fume niifuiiderfkmding between them, and occafi- 
oned in cftc end the ruin of both. For Balbinus* not giving 
credit to what he wa> told of the defigns of the praetorian 
guards, hut rather fufpe&ing that his cojlegue intended to 
employ the Germans agutntt him, would not fuffer Maximus, 
to whom thJy were greatly attached, to fend for them. This 
occafuncd a warm difpute, and gave time to the praetorian 
guard;, to break into the palace^ and difperfe fuch of the em- 
peror's friends and dome flics as offered to oppofe them. When 
they cams to the apartment where the two princes were, they 
rallied upon" them with a fury hardly to be exprcflbd, tore in 
pieces their imperial robes, dragged them out of the palace 

with a defign to carry them to their camp, wounded and in- 
fill ted them in a mod outrageous manner. But, while they 
were hurrying them through the city to the camp, being iu- 
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formed, that the Germans had taken arms, and were advanc- 
ing to refcue the princes out of their hands, they killed them w 
both, and leaving their bodies in the frreet, retired to thchdli/Udi 
camp, carrying with them young Gordian^ whom they pro- Gordian * 
claimed Emperor, giving oUt, to appeafe the populace, that proclaimed 
they had killed thofe whom the people had at firft rejected, emperor* 
rfnd fet up in their room the perfon whom they had demanded. 
The Germans^ informed that the emperors were killed,' retir- 
ed; without committing any hoftilities, to their quarters 
without the city. Thus Gordian remained in peaceable pof- 
fcffidri Of the empire a. Afajimiis and Balbinus had reigned 
about one year and two months. 

Of thedefcent and birth of Gordian we have- fpo ken above. 
He was, according to Herediani the (on of Junius Balbus 9 
by the filler of Gordian the younger, from whom he borrow- 
ed the name of M. Ahtonius Gordianus y as he is ftyled in all 
the antfent inferiprions e . He was about thirteen years old 
when he eante to the empire, and confequently muft have 
been born in the year 225, the fourth of Alexander's reign. 
He was a youth of a gay temper, comely afpe&, and exceed- His excel- 
tag fweet difpbfition,' which gained him the iove of all who lent quali* 
approached him; Capitolinui tells us, % that he was beloved by fictions, 
perfons of all ranks,' more than anv prince had ever been be- 
fore, him. The fehate ufed to ftyle him their fon, the foldi- 
ers their child, and the people their darling. He was addict- 
ed to ftudy and learning, and well inftru&ed in moft branches 
of potite literature. He had all the rieceflary qualifications 
for forming an excellent prince ; but as he wanted experience, 
and fuch a mother to di red and advife him is Afamara. in 
the beginning of his reign, he fell into the hands of one Mau- 
rus and fome other crafty freedmen and eunuchs, who play- 
ing booty, ancf abufing the confidence he repofed in them, 
perfuaded him to do many things/ which he ever after regret- 
ted. They foon drove all good' men. from the court, raifed & deceived 
to the firft employments perfons altogether un worthy of them, an * tm W- 
plundercd the exchequer, and did all the mifchief which wick- ™*P°? t h 
ed and avarteious minifters ate capable of doing f. In the 1* mtntm 
beginning of the year, the ^young prince entered upon h\r er9m 
firft confulfcip, to which he had been named in the reign of 
Maximus and Balbinusy and took for his collegue Aviola. 
This year he entertained the people with' magnificent fports, 
in order to make them forget their pad heats and animofities. 

1 

4 Herod, p. 621, Max. & Balb. vit. p. 170. c Herod. 1. 
vji. p 605. Occo. Goltz. Onuph. &c. f Hlrcu. I. viii, 
>*. 621. Gbrd. vit. p. 160—164. 
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The following year, when SaUmms was consul; the fecond 
tithes with Vtnuftus^ Sahimmnus revolted in Africa* andr cauf- 
cd himfcif to be proclaimed, emperor ; but the governor of 
Mauritania reduced the rebels to fuch ftrajts* that they de- 
livered up Sailnianus to him, acknowledged their fault,, and 
fubmitted. All the partisans of SakimanMs were, pardoned * j 
but what was his fate, we arc no- where told. The next year, 
the emperor cook upon him his fecond conTuUhtp* having 
Pampeiannf- Civica for his.coUegue. The young prince mar- 
ried this year Euria Sabine Tranquillina y the. daughter of Mi- 
fitheusi : who was. immediately honoured with the title of Au- 
gufta ; but whether he had any children by her; htftory doeaf 
Mifitheus, no * >rtform tii. The emperor chofe Miftthems for his father- 
eaptain of in-law,' purely on account of his\ great wifdom, integrity^ 
the guards, and learning j and appointed him captain of the guards, that 
and father- he might have a perfon of his, extraordinary talents with whom 
in /aw to to advtfe, not daring to truft to his own judgment. Mifitheui 
thi emperor haul no fooncf taken poffeifion of that important employment, 

than he acquainted the emperor with the mifdemeanour of 
JUauruti and bafe practices of the other freed men and eunuchs 4 
who were thereupon all dsfcharged and banifhed the court. 
From a letter of Mifithtus to the emperor, quoted by Capi- 
tolinus* it appears, that the young prince had been ftrangely 
mifled, and grotty impofed upon by that infamous crew (T) $ 

and 



* 6ord. vit. p. r6i. Zos. 1. i. p, 646. 
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(T) Tim letter was conceived in the following terms.: •« It is 
with the greateft pleafure i congratulate you upon the alteration 
of times. Every thing wu formerly bought and fold by the 
eunuchs, and fuch as pretended to be your friends, but were in 
reality youf greateft eriestties. I am glad that this blot is remov- 
ed from your reign ; the trtore, becaufe you are glad of it your- 
felt ; which will convince the) world, that the disorders hitherto' 
complained of ought not to be imputed to you. All pods in 
the armf Have been difpofcd of to pcrftos no- ways qualified for 
them ; others have been denied the rewards due to their fervicesi 
innocent pcrfoos have been condemned, and fuch as were guilty 
fayed ; the public revenues xmTspplied, the exchequer plunder- 
" cd, But thefe, and many other disorders, will no longer 

be imputed' to you, but to thofe who entered into cabals to de- 
ceive you, to remove from the court all perfons of virtue, ho- 
nour, and integrity, and to introduce in their room men as wick* 
ed as themfelves, that they might make you a property to their 
" evil defigns. But' noW your eyes are opened, you have begun to 
reform the ftate, and many diiorders have" been already red re fled. 
I reckon it my greateft happincfi to be fiUherin-Iaw to fo good 

"aprinee* 
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and fioin. the taiperoi's adfwer to tt^ chat he vir fcnfiUe of 

his former mi fcondue^k, anddeftrous to correct hi* faults ; to 
know the truth-, and to employ only fiich pcribo* as would ' 
fpeak it without flattery or difguife (U). Herefpeded Jf/- 
jithtut as. his father, gave him that titles ordered him to call 
him his fori, and returned: thanks to the* fenate for diftinguifh- 

ing his fatherrin-law with the titles of father of princes, and 
quardiati of the republic * ; titles which be well deferved, be- 
ing one of the few minifters who arc faid to have had no- 
thing ill view, but the glory of their prince and the welfare 
of the ftate This year, happened i. dreadful eai thquake, 
which overturned a great many cities, and deft royed an inh> 
hate number of people*. . The following! year, when C. Vet- 
iim Anfidtus Amicus and C. A finite* Praetextatus were confuls, 
Rom* was alarmed with news from* the eaft, where the Per- S aD or 
Juvt* 9 under the conduct of Sapor , fan and fuccedbr to Ar- j/Jl^V 
iaxerxeii. the reftorer of the Perfimn monarchy, had entered p er fi ai 
the Roman dominions at the head of a mighty army, reduced over-runs 
all Mefopotamiai with the cities of Nifibis and Carrhet ; and the Re- 
entering Syria , committed molt dreadful ravages in that pro- man domi- 

niominthe 

* Gord. vit. p. 161. t> Idem, p. 163. « Idem, p. 162. eaft. 

44 a prince.; a prince who, without tracing to others, examines 
" into every thing himfelf, and has baniflied from his court thofe, 



" who, copfulcing not his honour, but their own intereft, led him 

" aftray (^).*' 

{U ) The emperor returned to his father-in-law the following 
anfwer . If the immortal gods had not protected the Roman *m- 
" pire, I had been deluded, and, together with the empire, utter- 
ly ruined by (laves and eunuchs. I am now fully convinced^' 
that Feliyt ought not to have been trufted with the command of 

the guards , nor Sermparmmo with that of the fourth legion. But 
44 not to mention all my errors, I own, that I have done man/ 
things ami Is, and now return thanks to the gods for having by 
your, means difcqvered many things to me, which have been hi- 
therto: malkioufty concealed from me. Maurus entering into 
a confederacy with G audi anas, Rruerendus, and Mont anus, who' 
confirmed Whatever he fait), impofed upon me ; fo that, what- 
ever they approved or condemned', I accepted or rejected, rely- 
ing intircly upon' their integrity. Unhappy therefore is chit 
44 prince, who has not fucfi about him, as will tell him the truth 
without difgutfe . For/ as he cannot immediately know what 
paties among his people, he mull underftand it by the relation, 
44 of others, and take. his mea lures according to their information 

,# (J5). M 
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tince, putting all to fire arid (word. Capitoiinus writes, that 
he had made hunfelf matter of Antiocb itfeif, and threatened to 
bver-run the othct provinces^ raoft of the Romans whd defend- 
ed them, having; through fear, lifted. themfelves in his army. 
Gordian refolved to march iff per fori agatnft fo formidable an 
enemy j and accordingly having cau fed the temple of Jdnui 
to be opened, according co the antient cuftom, which had 
been iong omitted,' and perhaps wis never after pradifed, he 
fet out from Rome this year 24a, the fourth of his reign, with 
a numerous and well-difcrplined army % and taking his rout 
through Mcefiaj defeated in that province the Goths and 3ar- 
tnatians+ who difputed his pafiage, and obliged them to a- 
bandon their conquefts, and return to their refpe&ive coun- 
tries *. However, he was overcome in a tumultuary engage- 
ment by the Alani* in the celebrated plains of Pbilippi in 
Macedonj or,^ as others will have it, of Philippopolis \ti Thrace*. 
But the barbarians neglected, it feems, to improve their vic- 
tory, and withdrew \ for Gordian purfued his march unmo- 
lefted through Thrace , and,- paffing the Hellefpont^ arrived fafe 
in Afta. To this paflage perhaps alludes the (hip, which is 
to be feen on fome of his medals bearing no date f . From 
He is it- t * lc Hellespont he marched through Afia into Syria % where he 
feattd by gained fignal advantages over the enemy, of which hifto- 
Gordian, rians give us" but a confufed account. However, they all 
and oblig- agree, that he overcame the Perjians in fcveral battles ; 
ed to re- that he recovered the cities of Nijibis and Car r net y and 
tire. obliged the mighty Sapor % with his powerful and nume- 
rous army, to abandon the Roman dominions, and retire with 
fhame and difgrace into his own country,' whither he purfued 
him as far as Utejipbon «w Thefe fuccefles were chiefly owing 
to the wife counfels and directions of the brave Mtfttheus* as 
the emperor himfelf with great modefty acknowledged, in a 
letter which he wrote %o the fenate upon his arrival at Nijibis 
in Mefopotamia. In that letter he firft acquaints the fenate 
with the advantages he had gained over the barbarians in Afd- 
eedon and Thrace i therf coming to his victories over the Per- 
fians, he tells them, that he had delivered the Antiochians 
from the Per/tan yoke, recovered Carrhee and other cities, 
and was arrived at Nijibis ; whence he defigned to proceed to 
Ctefipbon % provided the gods, adds he, Continue their protec- 
tion to us, and preserve JHiJitbeus\ t my father, and captain of 
the guards, by whofe wife conduct we have atchieved thefe,' 
and hope to atchieve flill greater things. It is incumbent 

* Idem, p. 163. e Idem, p. 165. 'Birag. p. 339. 
i ' Gord. vit. p. 16s. Ava. Vict, Eutrop. 
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ppon you, confcript fathers, to appoint public proceffiom to * 
rccomni^hd us to the gods, arid to return thanks to Mijith t us. 
Upon the receipt of this letter, the fenate decreed a triumph Gordian 
to the emperor, and a triumphal chariot to Mifitheus^ with i: decreed 
a pompous infeription, ftyling him the father of princes , cap- a tnumpb % 
tain of the guard** and the guardian of the republic fc . This and M:fi-- 
inferiprion, ' which was placed op tjie bafis of hi$ triumphal theu5 * 
ftatue, is ftill ro be feen at Rome almoft iiirire. But the hap- triumphal 
pinefs which the whole empire enjoyed under the government ****** 
of Qqrdian t and the wile ad mini ftrat ion of Bdtjitheus y was 
fhort-lived. The latter died the following year, in the confu!- Mifitheus 
Ihip of Arrianus and Papus, and by his laft will left the Roman 
people his heirs. We are told, that Mifitheus being ill of a 
flux, the phyficians prefcribed him a remedy to flop it, which, 
by* the contrivance of Julius Philippus, of vfhom hereafter, 
was exchanged, and another adminiftered in its room, which, 
as it had a quite contrary effeft, put an end to his life. Up- 
on his death, Philip was appointed captain of the guards, and 
commander in chief under the eipperor of all the forces of the 
eaft ; for of him Gordian did not entertain the leaft fufpicion l . 
The following year, when Peregrinus and MmiKanus were 
confuls, the emperor entered the Perfian dominions, in order 
to purfue the war, which he had fo fuccefs fully begun. Plo- 
tinusj the celebrated philofopher, lifted himfelf in his army, 
hoping by that means to have an opportunity of conferring 
with the Perfian and Indian philofophers * . The philofopher 
was then in the thirty-ninth year of his age, which, according 
to the chronology of Porphyrius* the author of his life, anfwers 
the prefent year, the 243d of the chriftian xra and fixth of 
Gordian 9 s reign . 

Philip no fooner faw himfelf raifed to the important poft of jujjm phj_ 
captain of the guards, than he began to afptre at the fove- lippus, 
reignty itfelf. A$ the foldiers were greatly attached to the captain of 
young prince, in order to leflen their affeftion to him, he the guards, 
fometimes led tbem into places where no provisions could be in his 
found ; at other times fent in his naiqe the veflbls, which at- room. 
tended the army, loaded with corn, another way, hoping that 
the troops, diftreffed for want of neceflaries, would, not with- 
ftanding their attachment to Gordian y begin to mutiny ; 
which they did accordingly, the mo ft turbulent among them, 
whom Philip had gained, whifpering about in the mean time, 
that Gordian* a youth only nineteen years old, was not fit to 
command fuch powerful forces j that they wanted fuch a ge- 

* Idem, p. 160. 1 Idem, p. 162. Zos. L i. p. 641. * Poa* 
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neral as Philips whom long experience had taught how to go- 
vern an empire, bow to command an army Gordian* how- 
ever, advanced againft Sapor* aigd meeting him in Mifopota- 
tomia* gave him' a total overthrow on the banks of the A bo- 
ras y or A bur as i and obliged him to take flicker in l^e heart 
of bis own dominions But while the young conqueror was 
purfuing the advantages of his victory, Philip* who had al- 
ready gained the chief officers of the aroiy y led the troop 
through barren and defert countries, where, through want of 
. provifions, which they afcribed to want of experience in 
2KJ Mr Gordian.* they openly mutinied, and oet^andfed, that Philip 
t fo ters m jg]j t r e]g n in conjunction with Gordian* as his guardian and 

governor. The virtuous young emperor, unwilling to flhed 
Roman blood t gran ted them their requeft,and took Philip fox his 
partner in the empire, who feeing himfelf upon the level with his 
fovereign, foon began to ufurp an authority over him, and to 
difpoie of ' ail employments, as if he had been fole emperor. 
This Gordian could not bear, and therefore attempted todepofe 
him ; but Philip's party prevailing, he was himfelf depofed, 
and in the end murdered by the ufurper. Capitolinus writes, 
that Gordian* finding hiqifelf reduced to a private life, offer- 
ed to ferve under Philip, as.vcaptain of the guards, and even 
condefc ended to beg his life; at which demand, Philip began 
to relent; but afterwards, conftdering how dear the young 
prince was to the fenate and people of Rame* and not doubt- 
ing, but they would ufe their utmo$ efforts to reinstate him 
in the fovereignty, he commanded him to be flam °. Other 
writers take no notice of thefe particulars, which, if true, be- 
tray great meannefs and want of courage in Gordian ; but 
only tell us, that Philh caufed him to be murdered, and 
reigned in his room. His death happened, according to the 
mart probable opinion, founded on the authority of the code % 
about the beginning of March* after he had lived .nineteen 
vears, and reigned five years and eight months. He was kil- 
led on the fartnefl borders of Ptrfta* in the place where his, 
tomb wasftill to be feen in the year 363, beyond the ku- 
pbratcs and the Aborts* between the cities of Cercufa* which, 
flood near the conflux of thofc two rivers, and that of Dura*, 
which ftands very near the latter, and is about twenty 
miles diftant from the former river. , The place was called 
Zantha ox'JLaitbe *\ There the folJiers creeled to the ine- 
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moiy of the deceafed emperor a ftately tomb with the follow- 
ing epitaph in the Greek* Latin* Perfian* Hebrew* and Egyp 
Stan tongues, that it might be read by all nations : To the 
deified Gordian, who conquered the Perfians, Goths, and Sar- 
riatians, fupprejfed the civil di/corde* fubdued the Germans, 
4«* art overcome the Philips. The laft words allude, ac- 
cording to Capitolinus* to his having been overcome by the 
jflani in the plains of Philippi* and his being killed by Phi- 
lip But we can hardly perfuade ourfelves, chat this epi- 
taph was put up during the life and reign of the emperor Phi- 
lip. The fame writer adds, that Licinius* who pretended to 
derive his pedigree from Philip* caufed this epitaph to be 
taken down, ri&or the younger writes, that the body of 
Gordian was interred in that tomb ; but Eutropius and Fejlus 
allure us, that it was conveyed to Rome* where the deceafed 
prince was with the ufiial ceremonies ranked among the gods. 
The fenate granted this extraordinary privilege to the Gor- 
dian family, that they might for ever be exempted from tak- 
ing upon them, unlels it were by their own choice, guar- 
dianfhips, embaiEes, or any other public duty whatever r . All 
thofe who had imbrued their hands in the blood of this excel- 
lent prince, perifhed foon after f . Capitolinus writes, that 
thev difoatched thcmfelves with the fame fwords which thev 



had employed againft 



Philip 



* Gord. vit. p. 165. r Gord. vit, p. 164. f Am 
xxiii. p. 246. 'Gord. vit. p. 165. 



(W) The writers who flourifhed under Gordian were Cen/brinut, 
who wrote, or rather finiihed, his famous book, in tided de die na- 
tmli, in the firft year of that prince's reign, the fecond of the 754th 
olympiad, the 991ft of Rome, when the Capitoline games were cele- 
brated the thirty-ninth time ( 3 6 > All thefe particulars give great 
light to chronology. He wrote the abovementioned book, design- 
ing it as a prefent to one of his friends, by name 4L Cerel/ius, a- 
gainft his birth-day. Thence he takes occafion to treat of the birth 
of man, and to make many 'learned observations on days, month?, 
and yean. This work was known to, and greatly efteemed by, 
A po Ulnar is Sidoniut and CaJJiodorut % of whom the latter quotes a 
book, written by Cenforinuj, on accents ; but of that work only 
fome fragments have reached our times, quoted by Prifcian, who 
ityles Ctnforinus a very learned grammarian (37)- He i?, by the 
belt critics, looked upo.i as the xnoft exalt writer of his time (38;. 

(36) Cenjor. de die natal, c. 8. p. 131, 132, Gf e. 2 1, p. 

I 56. (37) Fide Vojf, bijh Lat. I. ii. c. 3. (3S) Fide append, 
ad Cyprian, differt. c. 9. 
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Philip was by birth an Arabian* being born in- Ei/lra* a 
" ' " ~ " He was of a very mean defcent s for 

fats 



txtraaion city of Arabia Petraa. 
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Cenforinus himfelf quotes, as a work of his own, a book in titled 
indigitamtntarum, in which he took particular notice of all the gods, 
who, in the opinion of the pagans, contributed to the life of man 
(39 >. Htrodian wrote, in eight books, the hiflory of the emperors, 
from the death of M. Aierglius to that of Maxim** and Balbinsts. 
He allures us, that he wrote nothing but what he himfelf had lecn ; 
fo that he muft have died very old ; for his work comprehends the 
fpace of fix ty- eight or feventy years (40). All we know of his life 
is, that he was at Rome in the latter end of the reign of Com modus 
I41), and had feveral employments under the fucceeding emperors 
f 42). As for his hiflory, Photius commends his flyle as nobie and 
fubiime, and at the fame time clear, and free f.-om all affectation 
(43 \Capito linus, who in many places only tr inflates and copies him # 
bellows great encomiums upon his writings, but at the fame time 
cenfures him, and with a great deal of reafbn, as too favourable to 
Maxtmiuus, and highly prejudiced again ft Alexander (44). Voff us 
and others approve of this cenfure (45) ; whence, in our hiftory of 
the reigns of thefe two princes, we have preferred the authority of 
Cmpitolinus to his. He omits the dates, and many other things, 
which would have cleared up great difficulties in hiflory and chro- 
nology, and feems to have been quite unacquainted with geogra- 
phy, as appears from the account he gives us of the rout, which 
he fuppofes the emperor Alexander % forces to have taken, when 
that prince msrrched again ft the Perfians. Under Gardian like wife 
flourifhed Anion, a Greek hiftorian, quoted by Capiiolsnus in his 
hiftory of the reigns of Maximiuus and Gordian (46) ; and jE/iut 
Junius Cerduj, often quoted by the Jugujline hiitorians (47). He 
wrote the lives of the emperors, from Trajan to the two Gordians ; 
but filled his hiflory, according to Cafite/iuut, with many imperti- 
nent and trifling accounts, celling his readers how many fuits of 
cJoaths each emperor had, what number of courtiers and domeflics, 
Isfe. (48). Voff us places him among the Latin hiftorians, with 
jEHu$ Sabinus, who wrote the life of Maximinus, Vmieanius Term* 
ttaxut, author of the lives of the three Gordians, in whofe times 
they lived, and Curius Fortunat ianus 9 who wrote the hiflory 
of the reign of the two Maxim ins (49). Some pretend, that 

(39) On/or. e. 3. p. 17. ^40) Herod, I. i. p. 465. & I. ii p. 
514. (41) Idem, / i. p. 484. (4Z) Idem ibid, p. 46c. (43) 
Pbot. c 99. p. 276. (44) Maximin <vit. p. 143. A/ex. <vit. p. 
I 34. (4c) Voff lift. Gregg. I. ii. p. 239. (46) Voff. ibid. I. 
i<v.p. 17. Maximin. *vit. p. 150. C47 ) Voff. lift. La/. /. ii. c. 3, 
p. 179. Motrin. *uit. ^ 93. (48, Gord. <vit. p. 152, 160. 

(49) Voff. bifi. Lot. 1. ii. c. 3. Max. vis. p. 150. Gord. nit. p. 
160. 
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his father is laid to have been a famous captain of robbers m 
that country v . In the antient infcriptions he is ftyled Af. 
Julius Pkilippusy and his wife Mar da Otacilia Sever a. He 
had a fon, named Jikewife Philip* born in the year 237, 
and confequently feven years old when his father came to the 
empire. The emperor himfelf was at that time, according to 
the chronicle of Alexandria *, about forty ; but Aurelius Vic- 
tor fuppofes him to have been much older. Whether or no IPhsther 
Philip was the firft Chriftian emperor, has been the fubjed frft 
of great difputes among the learned. The affirmative feems cbrt/tian 
to us by far the mod probable, being maintained by the fol- *"'P' ror * 
lowing writers, viz. Jerom 9 Chryfojlom* Dionyfius of Alexan- 
dria , ZonaraSj Nicephorus* Cedrenus 9 Rufinus y the chronicle 
of Alexandria^ Syncellu$ 9 (JroJius 9 Jornandes, the anonymous 
writer puhlifhed by Valefius, with Ammianus Marcellinus 9 the 
learned cardinal Sana, A^u\faragiui y Vincentius Lirinenjis 9 anti 
Huetius. The arguments which fbme modern critics have al- 
ledged io favour of the opposite opinion, are not of weight e- 
nough with us to bear down the authority of fo many eminent 
writers ; nay, moft of them have but little or no force in them-* 
felves, and only prove, that Philp was guilty of feveral actions 
highly difcountenanced by the chriftian religion ; fuch as his 
murdering his fovcreign ; his ftyling him a god ; his aififting 
at the public Ihows, which were always attended with idolat- 
rous ceremonies ; and his being deified after his death. But 
in all times there have been christians, whole lives were a 
difgrace to their profeilion ; and in that number fome rank 
the prefent emperor, though there are not wanting writers or! 
no fmall account, who, bating the murder of Gordian y for 
which, they fay, lie atoned by fubmitting to a public penance, 

w Gord. vit p. 163. Zona a p. 229. Vict. epit. « Chron. 
Alexand. p. 630. 



s hiftory of Fortunailamn is tVM extan% and lodged in the empe- 
's library ; nay, tiiat it wa< formerly prinred in hah. To this 
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For tuna f ianm VoJJitss afcribes f lie thice books on rhetoric, which 
have reached our times, under the name of Curim Fartunatianu* 
Confultus^ and are defervedly e deemed by the learned ( jo . Inrhe 
reign of the emperor Confronting were itili extant Tome books of epi- 
grams by Fabiliut* Greek grammarian, and one of the preceptors 
of Maximums the younger, and various poems written bv Toxofius, 
a fenator ot the family of Antoninus Pius He married 'Junta FadtJ* 
la t formerly betrothed to young Afaxitninus, and died loon after he 
Jiad dii'chaiged the office of pranor (51). 
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think he did nothing inconfiftent with the principles of the 
religion which he profefied : and truly we are no- where told, 
that he demanded of the fenate the apotheofis of Gerdian. He 
ufed indeed, as we read in Capitolinus, to honour that prince, 
when he mentioned his name, with the title of divus, the 
deified Gordiart ; but that title was given even by Conftantine 
after his conversion, and by other chrifttan emperors, to tho 
princes who had reigned before them, as appears from their 
refcripts. Philip is faid by Vitfor the younger to have been 
prefent at the public {hows, that were exhibited on occaiion of 
the thoufandth year of Rome ; but that he affifted at the reli- 
gious, or rather idolatrous, ceremonies, which ufually pre* 
ceded the fports, we find no- where recorded. His being dei- 
fied after his death was no crime in him, but a kind of com- 
pliment paid by the fenate to moft emperors : the fame honour 
was conferred upon Mama>a the mother of Alexander ; and 
yet no one pretends to infer from thence, that fhe was not a 
chriftian. But to proceed to the hiftory of this prince's reign. 
Upon the death of Gordian, Philip was acknowledged empe- 
ror by the whole army, on the fourteenth of March of the 
year 244. The new prince no fooner faw himfelf invefted 
his /on for with the fovereign power, than he declared his fon Cafar, 
bh partner and took him, though but feven years old, for his partner in 
in the em- the empire. He then wrote to the fenate, acquainting them 
pire. with the death of Gordian 9 which he falfely afcribed to a na- 
tural diftemper, and with his own election y . Some authors 
write, that the fenate believing, or pretending to believe him, 
confirmed without hefitation the choice of the foldiery ; 
while others pretend, that the fenate did not acknowledge 
Philip 9 till M. MarcitiS) and L. Aurelius Sever us Hojlilionus 9 
two fenators of great diftinclion, whom they fucceflively 
created emperors, were fnatched away by fudden deaths *. 
Philip*, dcfirous to return to Rente, immediately concluded a 
peace with the Perjians, and led back his army into Syria, 
pcaes with Xonaras writes, that he yielded to Sapor , Mefapotamia and 

Armenia j but foon after broke the treaty, and recovered, to 
the great fatisfaftion of the Romany both countries a . Be 
that as it will, he arrived at Aniioch* before Eajler y which, 
according to Eufebius b , was celebrated this year on the four- 
teenth of April* and went with the emprefs to a/Eft at the 
pniyers and facred ceremonies that were performed by the 
primitive Chriftians die night preceding that great fciHval. 
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Td\it Babylas* who was then bifhop of Anthch, and after- 
wards f uffered martyrdom under Dccius* apprifed of his com- 
ing, went out to meet him ; reproached him with the murder 
of his fovereign j declared him unworthy of being admitted 
into the congregation of the faithful ; and flopping him with 
his hand, protefted, that he would by no means fuffer him to 
enter the facred place, unlefs he made a public confeflion of 
his fins, and ranked himfelf among the penitents. The em- Hefitbmits 
peror with great humility fubmitted to both, and was there- to be rank* 
upon by the holy bifhop admitted into the church. This St. ed in the 
Chryfiftem * and feveral other writers relate as a thing altoge- church a- 
ther certain ; but Eufebius fpeaks of it as what in his time *"»f 
was /aid to have happened d. It was probably on this occafion t""" nts * 
that Origen wrote both to Philip and his wife Severa* which 
St. Jerom miftakes for his mother, commending their piety, 
and putting them in mind of their duty «. Both thefe letters 
were ftill extant in St. Jerom's time f ; that is, about the end 
of the fourth century. From Syria the emperor fet out for 
Rome, where he was received with the ufual demonftrations 
of joy by the fenate and people ; whofe affe&ions, though they g $ gAin , 
at firft feemed averfe to him, he foon gained by his mild ad- t fo a Jec- 
miniftration and obliging behaviour g . He appointed his bro- tiomofthc 
ther Prifcus commander in chief of the troops in Syria, and people at 
Severianus* his father-in-law, of the forces in Mcefta and Rome. 
Macedon* perfons but ill qualified for thofe important pofts h . 
As the works of Trebellius Pallia and others, who wrote 
the lives of Philip and his fucceflbrs to Valerian* have not 
reached our times, we cannot help borrowing many things 
of Zofimus ; but we think it incumbent upon us to acquaint 
our readers, that he was a profefled and implacable enemy to 
the chriftian religion, and therefore omits no opportunity 
of blackening the character of Philips and crying up his fuc- 
ceflbr Deciusy by whom the church was moft cruelly per- 
fecuted. 

The following year, the emperor entered upon his firft 
confulfhip, having litianus for his collegue ; and foon after, 
leaving the city, marched againft the Carpi* who, palling the 
Danube* had invaded Mccfia* and laid wafte great part of that 
province. The emperor defeated them in two battles, and jy e ^ a/f 
obliged them to repafs the Danube* and fue for peace ; which j^/carpi. 

« Curysos, dcS. Babyfo, contra Gcntil. torn. i. p. 6 $6, 6$?. 
Parif. ann. 1636. * Euseb. 1. vi. c. 34. c Idem ibid. c. 
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he readily granted, and returned to Rome The next year, 
when Prafens and Albinwveete confuls, nothing happened at 
Rome* or in the provinces, which hiftoriam have thought 
worth tranfmitting to pofterity, except the burning by acci- 
dental fire of the theatre of Pompey* and another ftarely 
building called Centum Column*** or the Hundred Pillars. In 
the beginning of the following year, the emperor entered upon 
his fecond confuUhip, having his Ton for hiscollegue, whom 
he honoured with the title of Auguftus^ and inverted with the 
tribunitial power k . Both princes retained the fafces all this 
and the following year, to celebrate with the greater pomp 

*fbe thou- and magnificence the thoufandth year of Rome* begun on the 
fandth twenty-firft of April of the year 247 of the chriftian aera, 
year of and fifth of Philip's reign, according to the computation of 
Rome. Varro ; which was then, and is ftill, followed by moft hifto- 

rians and chronologers. Extraordinary rejoicings were made 
at Rome* (hows of all kinds exhibited for ten days together, 
and an incredible number of wild beads, referved by Gordian 
for his triumph over the Perftans* killed and diftributed among 
the people K Orojius writes, that the pious emperor turned 
this extraordinary fplemnity to the honour of Chrift and his 
church m . We wifh he had informed us in what manner. 
Unnatural This year the emperor publifhed an edi<5t truly worthy of a 
lufifup- chriftian prince, forbidding under the fevercft penalties all 
prtffed at manner of unnatural luft, and thofe infamous practices which 
Rome. had lorjg prevailed in Rente* being countenanced by the 

wicked, and tolerated by the good, princes n . The fol- 
Several lowing year when Af. Mmilianus was, the fecond time, con- 
rebelliont. ful with Julius Aquilinus* the eaftern provinces, no longer 

able to pay the taxes with which they were loaded, nor bear 
with the haughty conduct of Prifcus their governor ( we follow 
Zojimus for want of a better guide), openly revolted, and pro- 
claimed one Papianus 9 or Jotopianus* emperor j but he was 
foon killed, and with his death put an end to the diirurbances 
on that fide At the fame time the provinces of Maefta and 
Pannonia revolted, continues Zojimus* and fet up one P. Car- 
vilius Alarinus* who was but a centurion. Hereupon Phi' 
lip* in great conflernarion, befought the fenate either to ena- 
ble him to quafti the rebellion, or to depofe him, if they were 
diffatisfied with his conduct. This unexpected fpeech fur- 
priled the fenate ; but Decius* while the other fenators 

* Idem. p. 641. k Onu p h . p. 260. Goitz. p. 107. 
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continued fileiit, addreffing the emperor, told him, that he 
had noreafon to fear Marinus* whole preemption, as he was 
unequal to any great undertaking, would foon prove his ruin. 
What Decius had foretold, happened a few days after, when 
Marinas was killed by thofe very perfuns who had raifed him 
to the empire. Hereupon Philip* recalling his father-in-law 
Severianus* obliged Decius* much againft his will, to accept 
of the government of Mcefia and Pannonia in his room. 
He no fboner appeared there, than the foJdiers proclaimed Decius ete- 
him emperor, and foiced him to accept the fovereignty, by dared em- 
threatening to put him to death, if he declined it. Fear pero bythe 
therefore getting the better of his fidelity, he furfered himlelf troops init- 
io be arrayed with the imperial purple, and the fbldiers to lyricum. 
iwear allegiance to him Zanaras tells us, that he imme- 
diately wrote to Philip j afTuring him, that he defigncd to 
refign the fovereignty as ibon as he reached Rome But 
Philip* without relying upon fuch promifes marched with all 
pofEble expedition againft the ufurper, hoping to furprife hirti. 
His fon he left at Rome* with a detachment of the praetorian 
guards, to keep the city in awe. Decius* having timeJy 
notice of his march and approach, received him with his 
troops in battle array. Hereupon a battle enfued, in which 
great numbers of Philip's men were cut in pieces, and the reft Philip 
obliged to retire to Verona* where he himfelf was killed by the overcome 
army ; whether by his own, or by that of Decius* we are not a **lfol"4* 
told. The news of his death no foouer reached Rome* ihan the 
praetorian guards difpacched his fon, who was then in their camp. 
Such was the end of the emperor Philip* after he had reigned 
five years and fome months * for he was proclaimed emperor 
on the fourteenth of March of the year 244, and killed cftar 
the feventeenth of June* of the year 24.9, as appears from the 
dates of his laws r . Both he and his fon were, according to 
Eutropius* ranked among the gods; which, however injurious 
to the memory and religion of Philip* fhev/s, that his admi- 
niftration was not difpleafing to the fenate, theu^h he had 
fucceeded Gorclian* a prince fo much and Co uniicii'diY beloved. 
Eujcbius and Dionyfeus of Alexanehlu* who v\as railed to that 
fee ill his reign, tells us, that under him the chriai.ni religion 
was publicly preached ; thut Hounihcd »nJ increalLJ more ^' v/ - 
than it had done under any uther prince • ; A**J •j«./.v, 
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adds the former writer, without explaining himfelf any fur- 
ther ; but meaning, as to us feems plain from the context, 
that he profcfied it himfclf ». Gregory of Nyjfa writes, that, 
in the reign of Philip, all the inhabitants of the city and ter- 
ritory of Naocefarea in Pontus being converted to chriftianity, 
the idols were every-where overturned with their altars and 
temples, and churches erected in their room to the honour of 
the true God w, Of Philip the fon authors obferve, that he 
was of ftich a grave, or rather melancholy, temper, that no 
one could, by any contrivance, ever make him laugh or 
fmlle i and add, that his father one day breaking out into a loud 
laughter, he could not help turning away his face, and ex- 
preiEng his difpleafure with a more grave and referved look 
than ufual *. Both he and his mother Marcia Otaeilia Se- 
ptra profefled, according to St* Jerem y and the chronicle 
of Alexandria *, the chriftian religion ; nay, Petrus de Na- 
talibus^ reckons the two Philips among the martyrs of the 
church % upon the authority of Orofius*i who writes, that De- 
cisis put them to death, either becaufe they were chriftians, 
or that he might, when they were removed, perfecute the 
chriftian religion b. But the authority of OroJius> who li- 
ved many ages after, is of no great weight with us, unlefs 
confirmed by that of more ancient writers. Eufebiw fays, 
that Deans perfecuted the church out of hatred to Phi- 
lip c ; but we cannot from thence conclude, that he put 
Philip to death on account of his religion. Of the au- 
thors who flour ifhed under him, we fhall fpeak in our note (X) . 

Upon 

u Idem, c 41. p. 238. w Grig. Ntss. vit. Greg. 

Thaumat. torn. 3. p. 563. * Vict. epit. t Hi la. chron. 
■ Chron. Alexand. p. 630. * Pit. ok Natal, catalog, 
iandt. c. 92. p. 21 8. *> Oaos. 1. vii, c. 21. « Euseb. J. vi. c. 39. 

(X) Under Philip flo urifhed Nicagoras, a celebrated fophirt of 
Athens. He was the fon of one Mnefeus, an orator, and wrote the 
lives of illuftriout men (52). Philoftratus reckons him and Apftnas 
among the great men of his time, with whom he was intimately 
acquainted (53). Minucianus % the fon of Neagoras, publ ifhed a 
book of rhetoric, on which Porphyrins wrote comments (54), and 
a fmall treatife on fyllogifnis, which has reached our times (55). 
Apjinas fio urifhed at the fame time, and is greatly commended by 
Philoftratus, on account of his cxaclne r s in writing, and extraordi. 

Suia*. p. 223. (53^ Philof. fopb. lix. p. 6%<y. 
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Upon the death of PA J lip and his fon, Dec ins was ac- 
knowledged emperor, firft by the foldiery, and footi after by 
the fenate and people, who wanted both ftrength and courage 
todifpute the election of the new prince. He was a native Tig birtb 
of Buialia, or Budalia y a borough in the territory of *"d defcent 
Sirmium in Lower Pannonia^ and, according to the chroni- ^"Dcciua. 
cle of Alexandria d, raifed to the empire in the fifty-feventh, 
but, according to ViEior the younger, only in the forty-fe- 
venth, year of his age. He had by his wife Herennia Etru- 
J cilia four fons, viz. Dccitts* HoJliiianus 9 \ Etrufcus y and 
Trajan. The name of MeJJius was common to them all \ 
whence we may conclude, that it was the name of the fa- 
mily. The emperor is iryled in the ancient inferiptions Ca- 
ius MeJJius £>uintU5 Trajanus Dec: us. He was, according to ^ , . 
Zojimus his panegyrift, defcended of an illuftrious family, and r 'J£ gr 

* Chron. Alexand. p. 632. 

nary memory (56). He was a native of Phoenicia ; but fpent great 
part of his life at Athens ; and is thence by Suidas called an Athe- 
nian Onafimus, the Athenian fophift, whom we muft diftin- 
guifti from another of the fame name and profeflion, born in Cyprus 
or Sparta, was the fon of Apjinas, and father to another Apjinas, 
who feems to have flouriftied under Conflantine (58). Suidas men* 
tions a third fophift of this name, who flouriflied under Maximian ; 
but was a native of Gadara on the confines of Pa/eftine and Syria, 
and attained to the rank and title of con fu Jar (59). Major, an 
Arabian fophift, flourifhed likewife under Philip, and publifhed 
thirteen books of rhetoric (60), none of which have reached us, 
Syncellus mentions one Theopompus a philofopher, who became very 
famous at Chsronem in Baeotia (.61) ; but of him no notice is taken 
either by Suidas, or any other writer. Afinius Quadratus wrote 
the Roman hiftory in the Ionic dialecl, from the foundation of the 
city to the reign of Alexander, fays Suidas (62) ; but he muft have 
brought it down to the fifth year of Philip's reign, which was the 
thoufandth of Rome ; for his book was intituled the x»?u<x?, or 
the thou/and years (63). This work is quoted by Stephanus the 
geographer, by the Auguftine writers, by Zofimus, and by Xiphilin 5 
but has been Jong fxnee loft. He likewife wrote the hiftory of the 
Parthians, often quoted by the ancients, and that of Germany. Of 
the former Stephanus cites the ninth book ; and Agatbias, fpeaking 
of the latter, tells us, chat he was a native of Italy, and wrote with 
great cxadinefs C64). 

($6) PbiloJ p. 623. (S7) Suid p. 523. (58) Idem 

Hid. ($9) Idem ibid (60) Eujtb, prap. twang. I. x. c. 3. 
p. 464. (6 1) Syncel. p. 362. (62) Stud. p. 1484. 

(6$) VoJJ. hift. drove. I. ii. c. 16. p 739. (64 j Agatb. /. i p. 17. 
Vol. XV. X endowed 



x6z The Roman Hiftoryl Book III. 

endowed with every good quality e . VI ft or the younger 
ftyles him the beft of princes, and Vopifcus equals him to the 
moft renowned commanders of antiquity f. He was no 
fooner in veiled with the fovereignty, than he declared his ei- 
deft fon C*far 9 and prince of the youth. The fame title he 
Hit cruel foon after bellowed upon his three other fbns g . In the very 
perfection beginning of his reign, he raifed the moft dreadful and bloody 
°f tbe perfecution that had ever opprefled the church, prompted 
church thereunto by his hatred to the deceafed emperor, and his zeal 

for thecaufe of declining paganifm, which he faw fatally un- 
dermined by the wonderful progrefs of chriftianity. Con- 
cluding therefore, that the one could not be fupported but by 
the utter ruin of the other, he enacted moft cruel edicts a- 
gainft all who profefted the chriftian religion ; purfuant to 
which, the christians were in all places driven from their ha- 
bitations, ftripped of their eftates, dragged to execution like 
public malefactors, and racked with the moft exquifite tor- 
ments cruelty itfclf could invent. The laws of nature and 
humanity were trod under foot ; friend betrayed his friend, 
brother his brother, and children their parents j every one 
thinking it meritorious to betray a chriftian, and procure his 
death. It is eafier, fays Nicepborus, fpcaking of this perfecu- 
tion, to count the fand on the fea-fhore, than the martyrs 
who differed under Decius, The tyrant vented his rage 
chiefly upon the bi£hops, of whom many were feized, in- 
humanly racked and executed, and among the reft Fabian bi- 
fhop of Rome, Baby las bifhop of Antioch, and Alexander 
bifhop of Jerufalem. Great numbers of chriftians betook 
themfelves to barren mountains, rocks, and deferts, chufing 
rather to live among wild beafts, than men who had divefted 
themfelves of all reafon and humanity. Among thefe was 
the celebrated hermit Paul* who, withdrawing into the de- 
fer ts of Egypt, led there a folitary life for tiie fpacc of ninety 
years at leaft, and became the father and founder of the order 
of anchorets K This perfecution did not rage, at leaft with 
its firft violence, above a year, as appears from the epiftles 
of Sr. Cyprian *, the emperor and magiftratcs being, by the 
in v alio n of fcvcral barbarous nations, diverted from fearching 
after the chriftians ; for about t he end of the firft year of De- 
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cius's reign, when he was conful, for the fecond time, with 

Ficius Gratus, the Scythians ; that is, the Goths having pafled 

the Danube, under the conduct of their king Cniva, in veiled 

with feventy thoufand men the city . of Eujlerium in Lower 

Mcefia ; but meeting there with a vigorous oppofition from 

Gallus, who was afterwards emperor, they raifed the liege 

of Eujierium, and fat down before Nicopolis, another city in 

the fame province. Againft them Decius difpatched his eldeft 

fon, at the head of a numerous and well-difciplined army ; 

who, falling upon them unexpectedly, cut thirty thoufand of 

them in pieces, and obliged the reft to retire beyond mount Young De- 

Hamus, which parted Mcefia from Thrace. However, they ciuz gains 

foon recruited their army, and, entering Thrace, laid fiege to great ad- 

Philippopolis on the Hebrus. Young Decius haftened to the wantages 

relief of the place ; but while his troops were refrefliing over the 

themfelves, after a long march, in the neighbourhood of Be- Goths. 

rea, a city of the fame province, Cniva, coming unawares 

upon them, cut the whole army in pieces, and obliged the But bis 

young prince to fave himfelf by flight into Maejia. Cniva army is in 

then returned before Philippopolis ; and having made himfelf the end 

matter of the place, put the inhabitants, to the number of intirely cut 

one hundred thoufand fouls, fays Ammianus without dif- *ff* 

tin&ion of fex or age, to the fword, ravaged Thrace, and laid 

wafte great part of Macedon x , where L. Prifcus, probably 

brother to the late emperor, commanded at that time ; but 

he, inftead of oppofing, joined the enemy, and caufed himfelf 

to be proclaimed emperor. Hereupon Decius, who had ftaid 

at Rome to confecrate the walls of the city, which he had 

ordered to be built, or rather repaired, immediately fet out for 

Pannonia j where, in the beginning of the following year, he 

took upon him his third confulfhip, and honoured with that 

dignity his eldeft fon, ftyled in the inferiptions of this year j^- 

Herennius Decius Ceefar ; whence it is manifeft, that the 

emperor had not yet conferred upon him the title of Augujlus™. 

Decius overcame the Goths, fays Zofimus, in feveral engage- the Goths 

xnents, obliged them to quit the booty they had taken, and are onjer- 

drove them out of the Roman dominions °. What that author tome bytbo 



quefts in Dacia, and vi&ories over the Carpi, who had pro- 
bably joined the Goths o. Prlfcus was declared by the fenate 
a public enemy, and flain ; but where, or in what manner, 
hiffary does not inform us. From Thrace the emperor wrote 

k Ammiam. 1. xxxi. p 446. 1 Zos. 1. i. p. 644. John and. 
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*fhe office to the fenate, acquainting them, that he defigncd to re-eftab- 
0/cenfir life the office of cenfor, an ancient magistracy of great au- 
rt-eftab- thority, and leaving to them the choice of a perfon : for the 
lifted. difcharge of fo great a truft. This employment, j-inous in 

the times of the republic, had been abolifeed by the emperors, 
who difcharged the functions annexed to it, without afluming 
the title ; for, fince Domitian 9 * time, the title of cenfor had 
been quite laid afide, and neglefted by moft of the princes 
who reigned before him p . The laft private perfons who 
difcharged that office, were P aulas JEmilius Lepidus and L. 
Munatius Plancus, in the year of Rome 732, the tenth of 
Augujlus's reign, and twenty- fecond before trie birth of Chrift. 
The fenate, upon the receipt of the emperor's letter, aflembled 
in the temple of Cajior and Pollux ; and there, inftead of 
waiting till their votes were aiked, cried out with one voice, 
as foon as the letter was read, Let Valerian be cenfor; let htm 
Valerian eenfure and correal the faults of others * who has no faults of his 
ehofen own. Of Valerian, who was raifed to the empire two years 
unfor. after, we fhall fpeak in a more proper place. He was then in 

Thrace with Deeius ; who, upon his receiving the decree of 
the fenate, caufed it to be publicly read ; exhorted Valerian not 
to decline an office, to which he had been named by the re- 
public with fuch extraordinary marks of efteem and di&in&ion ; 
and explained to him the natureand importance of his new em- 
ployment, with the authority and power annexed to it; which, 
he raid, extended over all perfons civil and military, of what 
rank and condition foever, except the governor of Rome, the 
confuls for the time being, the pontiff ftyled rex facrorum, 
and the fuperior of the veftal virgins, fo long as, mindful of 
her vow, fee preferved herfelf undefxled. Valerian, fays the 
author of his life, earneftly befought the emperor not to lay a 
burden upon him, to which he was in every refpeft unequal*; 
but does not tell us whether he was in the end prevailed upon 
Deeius to Submit to it. Soon after the emperor marched againft the 
gains mew Goths , overcame them, and reduced them to fuch ftraights, 
mduanta- that they offered to fet at liberty all the prifoners they had 
get over taken, and relinquish their booty, provided he would fuffer 
the Goths, them to retire unmolefled. But the emperor, bent upon cut- 
ting off at once the whole nation, and delivering Rome from 
fo troublefome an enem)', without hearkening to their propo- 
fdls, fent Trebonianus Gallus with a ftrong detachment, to cut 
off their retreat; and purfuing them clofe with the reft of the 
army, came up with them before they reached the Danube, 
and engaged them a fecond time. The Goths, knowing that 
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all lay at ftake, fought like men in ucfpair. Young Dec! us 
iignalized himfelf on this occaflon in a very eminent manner, 
and is faid to have killed many of the enemy -with his own 
hand ; but being in the end mortally wounded with an arrow, Young De 
he fell from his horfe in the fight of the whole army. The cm- cius it 
peror, feeing him fall, cried out to his foldiers, without be- killed. 
traying the leaft concern, We have loft but one man ; let not, 
fellow -foldiers i fo /mall a lofs dif courage ycu. Having uttered 
thefe words, he rufhed into the midft of the enemy ; but, in- 
ftead of revenging the death of his foil, he was himfelf fur- 
rounded on all fides, overpowered, and killed. Thus Zofimus r ^ n *^*~ 
and Jomandes f. But Aurelius Fiftor and Zonaras tell us, tU 
that Gallus, who kept a private correfpondence with the em t erar * 
Goths, advifed them to encamp behind a morafs, in which 
the emperor, while he attempted to pafs it, purfuant to the 
treacherous counfel of the fame Gallus, periflied with his fort 
and the great eft number of the army, partly fufFocated in the 
mud, and partly deftroyed by the fhowers of arrows, which 
the barbarians difcharged upon them, while they could neither 
advance nor retire The fame writers add, that the bodies 
of the two princes could never be found. Eufebius « and the 
chronicle of Alexandria w only fay, that the two Decii were 
killed by the treachery of one of their own officers. Lattan- 
tins writes, that Decius having engaged the Carpi, was by 
them furrounded, cut in pieces with great part of his army, 
and left unburied a prey to the ravens and wild beafts. Thus, 
concludes that writer, an enemy to God, and a perfecutor of 
his church, deferved to perifli *. St. Jerom likewife*, St. 
Cyprian *, and Conftantine the Great a , afcribc the unhappy 
end of Decius to divine vengeance. With him periflied, ac- 
cording to Eufebius, three of his fons, viz. Decius, Etrufcus, 
and Trajan b . He had reigned two years and fume months «, 
and was, after his death, ranked among the gods, with the 
ufual ceremonies. 

The Goths, after the death of Decius, purfucd their vi<3o- <f/ J£ 
ry, and made a dreadful havock of the difheartened army. n\anarmy 
Such of the Romans as efcaped the general flaughter, fled to cut in 
the legions commanded by Callus ; who, by pretending a pieces. 

f Zos. 1. i. p, 643. r Jorn and. dereb. Goth, c 18. p. 637. 
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great concern for the unfortunate end o f Deeius 9 and the de- 
feat of his army, and feigning to march againft the 
barbarians, gained the hearts of the foldiery, and was by them, 

Gallas vv,t ^ * ouc * 2i 0llts °*J o y» proclaimed emperor. He immcdi- 
/ imed ate ty declared his fon Vo tuft anus Cafar j married him to He- 
emptror. ^ennia Etrufcilla* the daughter of the deceafed prince ; and, 

to remove aJl fufpicion of his being any- ways acceflary to 
the misfortunes which had befallen him and his army, he 
adopted Hojlilianus* his only furviving fon ; conferred upon 
him the title of Auguftus ; inverted him with the tribunitial 
powerj and named him conful for the enfuing year*. Casus 
Vibius Trebonianus G alius* as he is ftyled in the ancient in- 
scriptions, was, according to Vitlor the younger, a native of 
the ifland of Meninx* on the coaft of Africa* called afterwards 
Garbs, and at prefent Gcrbi and Zarbi. Of his family no 
mention is made by the writers who have reached us ; and 
all we know of his employments is, that he commanded the 
troops on the frontiers of Mcefia in 250, and in the prefent year 
251. He was, according to the chronicle of Alexandria* fifty-fe- 
ven ; but, according to Vitior the younger, only forty-five, when 
raifed to the empire. Hoftilia Stvera* honoured on fome medals 
with the title of Aiigujla *, is fuppofed to have been his wife. 
Kis fon is ftyled in fome inferiptions C Vibius Voluftanus* and 
in others Annius Gallus "Trebonianus K His election was no 
fooncr confirmed by the fenate, than, inftead of revenging 
the death of Dccius and the overthrow of his army, he con- 
ludeTa c ^ U( ^ ec ^ a ^/honourable peace with the Goths ; fuffered them 
V/7*' ... t0 retire unmolefted with all their bootv and prifoners, among: 
able peace w hom were many Romans of great diibnction j and even en- 
iMitb tht g a ^ ec * t0 P 3 / them yearly a confidcrable fum, provided they 
Goths, continued quiet in their own country 8 . After this ignomini- 
ous peace, he returned to Rome y and in the beginning of the 
following year, entered upon his firft confulftip, having his 
He per fa- fon for his collegue. He began his reign with reviving all the 
eutgs the cJi£ls which had been publi/hed by his predeceflbr againft the 
thrift tarn, chrillians, and which he caufed to be put in execution with 

the utmoft rigour. At the fame time, a dreadful plague, break- 
ing out in Ethiopia on the confines of Egypt* fpread in a 
fhort time over ail the provinces of the empire, and fwept a 
way incredible numbers of people, efpechlly at Rome* where 
it raged with great violence. Some authors write, that it 

d Z05. !. i. p . 644. Gn ltz. p. ill. Zona*, p. 644, 
* Ci.jLJ7*7. p. 110. Giro. p t 457. * Go ltz. ibid. 

ht"\ hi.':, tic Gensv. p G Jornand. de rcb, Gotii. 

earned 



Chap. 23. TJbe Roman Hijioryi 167 

carried off among the reft Hojiilianus, the fon of Dcciu$ s 
foon after he had been honoured with the title of Auguftus »»; 
but 'Zojimus afllires us, that G alius caufed him to be put to 
death, and then gave out, that he was dead of the plague 
The fame year was remarkable for a general drought, a great 
famine, and wars kindled in moft parts of the empire. M. 
Aufidius Perpenna Licinianus took upon him the title of 
Auguftus ; but this revolt was foon quafhed * ; in what man- 
ner we are no- where told. The Goths, the Borani, and 
Car-pi, the Brugundi, or Burgundiones 9 a people dwelling on 
the banks of the Danube, broke into Moefia and Pannonia ; 
the Scythians over- ran Afia ; and the Perjians, entering Syria 9 
laid wafts that province, and even made themfelves mailers 
of Antiocb l . Mmilianus, who commanded in Maefia, over- 
came the barbarians in a pitched battle, and obliged them to 
quit the Roman dominions. Slated with this fuccefs, and def- 
pifing Gallusy who was wallowing in pleafures at Rome, while 
his generals were expofing their lives in defence of the empire, 
he caufed hirnfclf to be proclaimed emperor, and was falut- -ASmilia- 
ed by the troops under his command, whofe affections he had nus P ro " 
gained, with the titles of Auguftus and father of his country. c ^ aim£ d t 
This rouzed Gailus from his lethargy, who immediately order- ^^n^ m 
ed Valerian to march with the Gaulijh and German legions 
againft this new rival. But Aimilianus, without giving him 
time to aflemble his troops, marched ftrait to Italy, and, by 
long marches, arrived in a fhorttime at Interamna, now Terni, 
about thirty-two miles from Rome. There he was met by Gai- 
lus and his fon, at the head of a confiderable army ; but the Gailus « 
troops of the latter, defpifing their leaders, flew them in the kilL J 
fight of /Emilianus's army, and proclaimed him emperor, his o-mx 
£uch was the end of the emperor Gailus^ after he had reigned men. 
a year and fix months m . Mention is made on fome medals 
of the apothcofts of Volujionus n ; whence we may conclude, 
that Gailus was liicewife deified. No fooncr wa; the news of .Altai ilia - 
their death brought to Rome, than the fenatr conhi med the mi* />/ j • 
declion of the foUierv, and honoured the new prince with i!mtk:J 
the ullul titles. AZmilius /EmWuHUt, as A'tnlius f'ifor call* tm{>c> -jr. 
him, or C. "Julius Mmilianus, as he is fly led 011 the antient 
coins, was by nation a Moor, and of" a very mean defcenr. 
He had ferved from his youth in the Rymnn armie% ;uid rail - 
ed hirnfclf to the firlt employments in the ftuic ; tor he hail 
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been con ful before he came to the empire °. In the letter 

which he wrote to the fcnate after the death of Gallus* he 
prornifed to drive the Goths out of Thrace* and the Perjians 
out of Mefopotamia and Armenia ; to comport himfelf in e- 
vcry thing a* the lieutenant of the republic ; and to leave the 
exert ife of the fovereign power to the fenate Aurelius 
Vi&or writes, that he governed with great moderation; wherein 
hedifrgrees with Zonaras* who tells us, that he adted more 
like a loidier than a prince, and did many things highly un- 
becoming an emperor Be that as it will, the troops, which 
Valerian was leading to the afliftance of Gallus* hearing in 
Rhcetia that he was dead, refufed to fubmit to the new prince, 
and proclaimed their own general emperor ; who thereupon 
quickening his march, pa /Ted the mountains, and entered /- 
taty at the head of a very numerous and well-difciplincd army. 
/Emilianus's army no fooner u ode r flood, that Valerian* of 
whom they entertained a mighty opinion, had been proclaim* 
He is killed emperor by the troops under his command, than they fell 
by bit *wn upon their own leader, and difpatched him, to avoid, fays 
men* and Zonaras* a civil war, and the fhedding of the blood of their 
Valerian f e jj ow citizens Mmilianus was killed at Spoletum* now 
vmteror'in ^P oiettt > or at a bridge in that neighbourhood , which Viclor 
bis room. *' ,e y oun g er pretends to have been thence called The bloody 

bridge. He died in the forty-fixth year of his age, after a foort 
reign of three, or, at moil of four, months 1 ". Eufebius does 
not even rank him among thecmperorst, and is therein followed 
by the chronicle of Alexandria* and that of Nicephorus* in 
which Valerian is placed immediately after Gallus. Aurelius 
Viclor writes, that Mmiliantts died a natural death u . In his 
reign Cm Virtus Paulinus was governor of Rome and comes 
domtjlicorum w . This is the firft time we find the latter em- 
ployment, which in the fourth century became very famous, 
mentioned in hiftory. Pancircllus takes the words domejlici 
and prot eel ores to be fy nonymous terms. The province of 
the latter was to guard the prince's perfon, and, under the 
chriftian emperors, to carry the great ftandard with the crofs. 
They were fuperior in rank to the prjetorian guards, and dif- 
tinguifhed with particular badges peculiar to them. This 
corps ennfifted of three thoufand five hundred men before 
Jujiinian's time, who is faid to have increafed them to the 
number of five thou fund five hundred. They were divided 

° Idem, p. 364. p Zonar. p. 235. 1 1dem ibid. 
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into feveral bands of horfc and foot, called fchol* y and com- 
manded by fdme perfon of great diftin&ion, ftyled comes do- 
me ft icorum *. From feveral infcriptions of this time, we learn, 
that the word comes was already a title of dignity j fo that the 
title of comes j or count, does not, as fome imagine, owe its 
original intirely to Conjlantinie. 

JEmilidnus being killed, according to the moft probable o- 
pinioji, in the month of Augujt of the year 253, the fenate 
with great joy, confirmed the election of Valerian, and con- 
ferred upon his Ion Gallienus the title of Cafar. Valerian „. , - 
was defcended from one of the moft illuftrious families in Rome, » / * 
had commanded armies, and difebarged with great reputation *!*:°? " 

. . - . . P 1 * ■. i • ■ PieniS, and 

the chief employments or the empire, both civil and military. c &<trm&tr , 
He was adored by pcrfons of all ranks, on account of his in- 
tegrity, prudence, rhodefty, and extraordinary accomplifh- 
nients ; for he was well verfed in ail the branches of learning* 
and had ever lived free from the vices, which generally pre- 
vailed in thofe diflblute times j a friend to virtue, an enemy 
to all wickednefs and tyranny, a great admirer of the cuftoms 
of the primitive Romans, and no- ways inferior to thofe am on 
them, who were moft cried up for their love of virtue, an 
averfion to vice ; infomuch, that if every perfon in the em* 
pire had been allowed the liberty of naming to the fovereign- 
ty whom he pleafed, no one, fays the hiftorian, would hav* 
thought of chufingany but Valerian Thus he was univer- 
sally judged worthy of the empire before he attained it 5 but 
was afterwards found ho- ways equal to fuch a mighty charge; 
whence moft writers afcribe to his want of a&ivity, prudence, 
and refutation, the many calamities which befel the empire 
in his and his fon's reign *. Before bis acceflion to the empire, 
he was prince of the fenate, which gave him a right to votu 
before all the confulars. Afterwards he commanded the third 
legion, and Was by degrees raifed to the firft pofts in the 
army. He attended Decius in his wars with the Goths, and 
was, while he continued with hirh in Thrace, named by the 
fenate to the cenforftlip, in the manner we have related above. 
In the antient infcriptions he is ftyled P. Licinius Valerianus ; 
to thefe names Viclor the younger adds that of Colobius \ and 
Onupbr'rt^ quotes' an inscription, in which he is named P. Au- 
r eli us Licinius Valerius Valerianus *. He married two wives, 
and had by the firft, whofe name is not mentioned inhiftory, 
Gallienus, who fucceeded him in the empire. By his fecond 

* Pa nci a. in not. imp. Rom, c. 89. f Valer. vit. p. 175. 
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wife, named by fome writers Marinianm b, he had Paltrim^ 
who was twice conful, v/z. in 2589 and 263, and honoured 
either by his father, or by his brother Gallienus, with the 
title of C#fort. He had other fons, for Gallienus is faid 
to have married his brothers fons, and to have ftyled him- 
He gains felf the brother of many princes Valerian began hii 

the *ffe#i' reign with great applaufe, and behaved himfelf Co as to 
•Ms of ali % gain the affections both of the fenate and people, paying 

the utmbft refpe£t to the former , and ea/ing the latter of 
the heavy taxes, with which they had been loaded by hii 
piecleceffors. . He enacted tnany excellent laws ; and by 
that means fupprefled mod of the diforders, which in thofe 
unhappy times prevailed, not only at Rome, but all over the 
empire. Authors obferve, that he employed only men of 
merit, arid that moft of thofe whom he preferred to the 
command of his armies, were afterwards raifed to the em- 
pire In the beginning of the following year 254, he en- 
tered Upon his fecond confulfhip, having his fon Gallienus 
for his cbllcgue. Zofimus writes, that this very year, the firft 
of his reign, he took Gallienus for his partner in the empire, 
being prompted thereunto by the danger to which the em- 
pire, invaded on all fides by the barbarians, was then ex- 
The empire po f c j 1 * for the Germans and the Franks committed great 
invaded on deflations in that part of Gaul which bordered on the 
all fides by jy,; ne j tne Goths and the Carpi invaded the provinces of 
the barba- jy^^ Thrace, and Macedon ; and the Perfians* paifing 
rtaHS * the Euphrates* over- ran Syria •, Cilicia, and Cappadocia* 

Aurelian$ at that time tribune of a legion quartered in Mentx, 
fell upon the Franks, while they were ravaging the neigh- 
bouring country, killed feven hundred of them, took three 
hundred prifoners* whom he fold for flaves, and obliged the 
reft to quit their booty, and retire m . The country of the 
Franks, now for the firft time mentioned in hiftory, was 
bounded on the north by the ocean j on the well by the 
ocean and the river Rhone ; and on the fouth by the frefer : 
according to which defcription, they poilefied the modern 
countries of IVeJlphalia, HeJJe, and fome adjacent ftates *. 
They were a motley multitude, confifting of various German 
nations dwelling beyond the Rhine j who, uniting in de- 
fence of their common liberty, took thence the name of 
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pranks* the word Frank fignifying in their language, ' as it 
ftill docs in ours, fret °. Among them we find the follow- 
ing nations mentioned, viz. the A&aarii* Chamavi* BrueJe- 
ri, Salii* Frijui* Cbauci* Anfibarii* and Catti p . The 
Franks are fome times called Sicambri* becaufe they inhabited 
the country formerly poffeffed by that nation, which was 
intirely cut off by Auguftus* as we have related in |the thir- 
teenth volume. The following year, Valerian being conful The Ger- 
the third time, and Gallienus the fecond, a great vi&ory man de- 
was gained in Germany by the latter, who thereupon a (Turned featedby 
the title of Germanic us Maximus* as appears fro in feveral by Gallic- 
medals of this year * ; but what nation he overcame, whe- nu »* 
ther the Franks or the Aiemanni, who inhabited the coun- 
tries lying between the Rhine, the Maine* and the Danube* 
hiftory does not inform us. The ne^t confuls were Max 't- 
mus and Glabrio, during whofe adminiftration, Gallienus with 
a body only of ten thoufand men, defeated, if Zonaras* is to 
be credited, three hundred thoufand Ahmanni in the neigh- 
bourhood of Milan ; overcame the Heruli* a Gothic nation, 
and with great fuccefs made war upon the Franks r . We 
wifll that writer had given us a more diftindt account of 
thefe mighty exploits. In Gaul* Pq/lhumius* a commander 
of great prowefs and experience, gained great advantages over 
feveral German nations, who had invaded that province 
The following year, Valerian being conful the fourth time, 
and Gallienus the third, a violent perfecution broke out aga in i\ the chrif- 
the chriftians, Macrianus* a celebrated magician of Egypt* Hamper- 
having feduced the emperor, who had been hitherto a great fluted. 
patron of the chrtftian religion, by perfuading him, that the 
affairs of the empire would never profper, till the pagan rites 
were redo red, and the religion of the chriftians fo odious, to 
the gods, utterly abolished. This perfecution, commonly 
reckoned the eighth, raged, throughout the whole empire, with 
no lefs fury than that under Deems had done. Perfons of all 
ranks, fays Dionyfius of Alexandria* without diltindion of 
fex or age, were dragged to the tribunals, hurried to executi- 
on, and racked with the mod exquifite torments, which the 
implacable hatred of their enemies could invent. This perfe- 
cution lafted three years \ that is, from the prefent year 257, 
to the year 260, when Valerian was taken prifoner by the 
Perjians. The fame year, Aurelian* being Cent to fucceed Ul- 
pius Crinitus in the command of the troops in hlyricum and 
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72*Goths Thrace, drove the Goths out of thofe provinces, took an in* 
defeated credibe number of them prifoners, and purfuing them beyond 
by Aureli- the Danube , laid waftc their country, and returned to Mcefia 

the loaded with booty c . At the fame time, Probus patting the 
Sarmati- D anu b e , made war with great fuccefs upon the Sarmatians 
ff 15 y and <%uadi 9 and refcued out of the hands of the latter Valeria 
j*jro us. ^ Flaceus, a youth of a noble defcent, and nearly related to 

the emperor, who rewarded Probus with a civic crown ; 
-which, in the times of the republic, was given to fuch 
as had faved the life cf a citizen u . About the Jatter end of 
this year, the emperor leaving Rome fet out for the eaft, to 
made head aginft the Perfians, who had invaded Mefopota- 
mia and Syria, and committed dreadful ravages in thofe pro- 
vinces. He reached Byzantium in the beginning of the fol- 
lowing year, when Memmius Tu/cus and Baffits were confuis j 
and there held a council, at which affifted all the chief 
OiEcers of the empire, to deliberate about the meafurcs to be 

9$fPerfi- * a en w ' tn re 'P e ^ to tne P* r J* an war 5 *or Sagor, king of 
ans over- P er f ia -> had already feized all Armenia, made himfclf matter of 
run s><ue- A/ytbis and Carrha in Mtfopotamia ; and thence advancing 
ral pro- into Syria at the head of a mighty army, had ravaged that 
winces. province, and taken Antioch itfelf. His guide in this expe- 
dition was one Cyriades, defcended of an iJJuftrious family, 
but abandoned from his youth to all manner of wicked nefs ; 
infbmuch, that, not able to bear the reproaches and wholfome 
aJmonitions of his father, he fled from home and retired into 
Perjta, carrying thither with him a great quantity of gold 
and filver, which he had purloined. There he entered into 
the fervice of the Perfian king, ftirred him up to make war 
upon the Remans, and ferved him as a guide, being well ac- 
quainted with the countries, in his marches through Mefopota- 
TJiia, Armenia, and Syria. Sapor, after hehad taken and plun- 
dered Aniia/j, returned into Perfia, to difcharge his army of 
the immenfe booty, with which they were incumbered, 
and U tc Cyriades governor of the conquered countries : who 
thereupon affumedTthe title of Cerfar, and foon after that of 
Augujlus, and was acknowledged as emperor by moft of 
the e^ftern provinces At the fame time, the Borani, 
vbeScy. a SyifoaH nati.m, crofline: the Euxine fea, furprifed and 
^;"^' P lundeied ti e cities of Pytus in Bofporus, and Trapezius 
devaliati- * n P° ntttS > anc * thence advaiicing to the ncighLourhood of 
one in Afia Byzantium, crofled over into Afia, and furprifed the ci- 
ties of Ch alee don, Nicea, Apamca, Prufa, and fevcial o- 
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jther places 5 which they plundered, and then returned with 
an immenfe booty into their own country, before Valerian 
could come up with them*. The following year, when Stew 
laris and Baffus were confuls, Valerian march A iiotn 
Cappadocia, whither he had purfued the Scythians* into 
Syria* recovered Antiocb* and thence advanced into Me- 
fopotamia ; where he met Sapor ■, engaged him, but, by the 
treachery of Macrianus y who perfuaded him to engage in a 
d i fad van tageous poft, loathe flower of his troops In the en- 
gagement, and washimf* . taken prifoner I. Thus Zonaras, Valerian 
Aurelius Vi£for y EutropiuSy and Agatbias ; but Zojhnus writes, defeated By 
that Valerian* having after the battle in which he was defeat- the Peril- 
ed, been prevailed upon to confer in perfon wiih Sapor, was ans,«w// 
by that treacherous prince feized and carried into Perfea. Be taken pri* 
that as it will, all authors agree, that he was taken prifoner, 
carried in triumph by Sapor into Perfea* and there infulted in 
a moft outrageous manner by that haughty conqueror ; who, 
after having (hewn him loaded with chains in all the chief ci- 
ties of his empire, treated hiiu with greater indignities than 
the meaneft Have, making him his foot-ftool whenever he 
mounted on horfeback K He was taken in the year 260, 
the feventieth of his age, and fixth of his reign, and was 
ftill alive in the year 263 ; nay, the chronicle of Alexandria 
tells us, that he did not die till the year 269. After his 
death, his body was flayed by Sapor 9 s orders, and preferved 
in fait, and his (kin drcfled, dyed red, and expofed in a tern-? 
pie ; where, to the eternal ignominy of the Roman name, it 
was (hewn to all foreign princes and embafladors, as a lad- 
ing monument of the power of the Perfian monarch. Aga- 
tbias writes, that Valerian was flayed alive * j but is therein 
contradicted by all the antient hiftorians. We are told, 
that nothing grieved the unhappy Valerian in his deplorable 
condition fo much, as to fee htrnfclf intirely neglected oy 
his fon Gallienus ; who was fo far from pr effing the Perfian 
king to fet him at liberty, or offering to ranfom him, that, 
on the contrary, he expreffed no fmall joy when news was 
brought him of his captivity, though moft foreign princes, 
nay, even thofe who had affifted Sapor in his wars againft the 
Romans* did all that lay in their power to prevail upon him 
to grant the Roman emperor his liberty \ but the haughty 

* Zos. 1. i. p. 648. y Zona *. p. 234. Vict. epit. Eu- 
TROP. left. Acath. 1. iv. p. 153. s Eusei. orat. Con ft. c. 
24. Lact. perfecuc. c. 5. Quo*. 1. vii. c. 22. Vit. Valer. p. 
175* * Agath, I. iv. p. 233, 

Perfian 
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Perjia* was too much dated yrith his fuccefs, to be terrified 
with the menaces of his enemies, or to hearken to the Entrea- 
ties of his friends. 




CHAP. XXIV. 



fbe Roman hiftory* from the captivity of Valerian, t* 

the rejignation of Dioclefian. 

TH E news of the defeat of the Roman army by the Ar- 
Jians* and the captivity of Valerian* no fooner reach- 
-roe emptr* e ^ tne barbarous nations at war with Rome y than 

invaded on they flew to arms ; and, pouring on all fides incredible mul- 
a.: /Met by titudes into the Roman territories, threatened the empire and 
•VAv&». Rome itfelf with utter deft: ruction. The Goths and Scythians 

ravaged anew Pantus and AJia* committing cvery-where 
dreadful devaluations : the Germans* that is, the Alemanni 
and the Franks* having over-run Rhaetia* entered Italy itfelf, 
and advanced as far as Ravenna * putting all to fire and fword ; 
the £>u idi and Sarmatians feized on great part of Dacia and. 
Pannonia \ and other barbarous nations invading Spain* made 
thctnfelves mailers of Tarraco* and other important places in 
that province *. Gallienus* who was then in Gaul, hearing that 
the Alemanni and Franks had entered Italy* and were advanc- 
ing towards Rome* flew to the defence of the capital, and ob- 
liged the enemy to retire. Whether they wer« overcome in 
battle, as feme authors write, or marched back upon the 
news of his approach, as we read in others, is uncertain. The 
barbarians, who had invaded Dacia and Pannonia* were driven 
back by Rcgillianus* who commanded there, and is faid to 
have sained feveral victories over them in one day «. While 
BLcgiilianus was employed againft the barbarians, whom he 
Tngenuus had purfued into Maefia* Ingenuus caufed himfelf to be pro- 
tm*fc$bim- claimed emperor in Pannonia* and was acknowledged by the 
f !f f be inhabitants both of that province and of Mcefia ; for he was 
t-oc!aim«J a man of great valour and experience in war, and univerfally 
emperor. beloved both by the people and fold i cry. Gallienus no fooner 

heard of his revolt, than he marched from the neighbourhood 
of Ravenna* where he then was, into fltyricum 9 engaged /«- 
J?*/ h ie* genuus* and put him to flight. Some authors write, that /w- 
fixttd and £t nuus was killed after the battle by his own foldiers, while 

others tell us, that he put an end to his own life, to avoid by 
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that means falling into the hands of fo cruel an enemy as G?*/- 
iienusj who ufed his vi&ory with a barbarity hardly to be e- 
qualled i commanding his foldiers to put all the inhabitants of 
Afarfia they couid meet with to the fword, whether they had 
taken up arms in favour of the ufurper, or no ; as appears 
from the following letter, which he wrote to Vtr tonus Celer 9 
one of his officers : *« I fhull not be fatisfied with your putting fhg entity 
*«• to death fuch only as have borne arms again ft: me, and might o^Gallic- 
*« have fallen in the field : you ttiuft in every city deftroy nus. 
*« all the males* old and young : fpare none who have wifhed 
fi « ill to me, none who havefpoken ill of me, thefon of Pa- 
*« Uriariy the father and brother of princes; Ingenuus em pe- 
ts ror ! tear, kilU cut in pieces without mercy : you urider- 
*< ftand m j : do then as you know I would do, who have 
*« Wri ten to you with my own hand Purfuant to th«fe 

cruel orders, a mod dreadful havoc k was made of that unhappy 
people, and in feveral cities not one male child left alive. 
'I 'he troops who had formerly ferved under Ingenuus^ and the 
inhabitants of Maefia y who had efcaped the general daughter, 
provoked by thefe cruelties, proclaimed £K Nonius Regillianus 
emperor. He was a Dacian by nation, defcended, as was RegiMIa 1 - 
faid, from the celebrated king Decebalus, whom Trajan had nui *"t* m 
conquered, and had by fcveral gallant actions gained great ror - 
reputation in the Roman armies. Claudius* who was after- 
wards emperor, wrote the following letter to him, congra- 
tulating him upon the victory he had gained over the Jj>uadi 
and Sar mat tans in Matfia ! cc Happy is the republic in 
«« having at this time fuch a commander as you ; happy Gal* 
<< lienusy though no one dares fpeak truth to him, nor blame 
" or commend men according to their deferts. Benitus and 
*« Celfus\ two of the prince's life-guard- men, have given me 
«« an account of your gallant behaviour in the neighbourhood 
« of Scupt\ where you gained feveral victories over the bar- 
« barians in one day. In antient times you would have been 
" thought worthy of a triumph j but at prefent I would have 
« you to conquer with more caution, mindful of a certain 
«« perfon, to whom your victories may give umbrage, £sV." 
After he was proclaimed emperor, he gained very confiderable 
advantages over the Sarmatians t but was foon murdered by ^ 
his owh foldiers and the people of Illy r icum % who had raifed j' r " A ^ 
him to the empire, but, not long after his aflumption* began £ /t rTB £ 
to dread the effects of Gallienus's cruelty. The Roxolant\ wtn% 
Who ferved under him, revolted the fir ft \ and their example 
was foon followed by the reft of the army and the people or 
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Pofthumi- Illyrl'eum jaureliUs Viftor writes, that he was overcome in 

us revolts battle by Gallienus. The fame year, Af. CaJJius Lab it nut 
m Gaul; Pofthumius revolted in Gaul. He was meanly born, but en- 
dowed with extraordinary parts, and reckoned one of the beft 
commanders in the whole empire. Valeriana when he fet out 
for the eaft, committed to his care both his fon Gallienus and 
the troops chat were left in the weftern provinces, declaring, 
that he loved and eftcemed Pofthumius above all officers of 
his army. When he appointed him governor of Gaul, and 
commander of the troops on the Rhine, he wrote on that oc- 
caiion a letter to the inhabitants of Gaul, in which he ex* 
prcfled his efteem for Pofthumius in the following terms : 
*' You will, I hope, be convinced, that I have particular 
" regard for ydu, fince I have fet over you fuch a man as 
iC Pofthumius. He is one whom I efteem above the reft, and 
«* ihink the moft worthy of all to reprefent the prince. If 
*' I am deceived in the opinion I entertain of him, I will not 
*' pre ten J to know any man f." When Gallienus , upon the 
news of his father's captivity, and the invafton of the Franks 
and Alemanni, fet out for Italy > he left his eld eft fon Saloni- 
nus, named alfo Valerian 1 , then an infant, at Cologn, under 
the tuition, fome fay, of Poftumius, and others, of Sylvanus, 
ordering all things to be tranfa<5teJ in his name. Soon after 
the emperor's departure, Pofthumius having defeated fome 
German nations who had invaded Gaul, Sylvanus obliged him 
to fen 1 all the booty to him and the young prince : which 
provoked the foluiery to fuch a degree, that they revolted, 
and proclaim d Pofthumius emperor ; who marching without 
loft of time to Cologn, befieged the place, arid reduced the in- 
habitants to fuch ftraights, that they were forced to deliver up 
the fon of t o him both Sylvanus and Saloninus, whom he caufed to be im- 
Gillierius mediately put to death. Thus Zoftmus * : but Trtbellius 
Murdered. p 0 m 0 afcrihes the revolt and the death of the young prince to! 

the Gauls, who, hating Gallienut 9 and Hot able to brook the 
government of a child, ftirred up the foldiers to murder him, 
and proclaim Pofthumius emperor h ; who was with great joy 

¥o1hwni- ac ^ 110vv ^ e ^o e ^ noc °nly in Gaul, bat in Spain and Britain 1 . 
u l ^ He reined feven years, during which time he drove all the 
itrtowig* Germans out of Gaul, and even built feveral forts in their 
9-ihfKwwaii country, reilofed peace and tranquillity to that affii&ed pro- 
Spain, and vi nee, and governed with fuch equity and moderation, that 
Britain. he was univerfally ad«red* and honoured with the titles of 

« Trig, tyrann. vit. c. 9. p. 189. f Idem, c; i. p. 1 8 j. 
* Zos. p. 651. h Trig, tyrann. vit. c. 2. p. 185. 4 Claud, 
vie. p. 204.. SfANii. I. ix. p 845. 
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The reftorer of Gaul, The defender of the empire ; for had he He deli* 
not repulfed the Germans, they would, in thofe diftra&ed tiers Gaul 
times, have over-run with great eafe the whole empire k ./™»» the 
On feveral of his medals mention is made of his victories over Germans, 
the Germans, that is, according to Adrianus V olefins l 9 over 
the Franks ; and on fome he is ftyled Germanicus Maximus OT . 
He had by his wife Junta Dcnata, perhaps the daughter of 
Junius Donatus, who was governor of Rome in the year 257, 
and this year conful, at leaft one fon, ftyled on the antient 
coins C Junius Coffins Pofthumius. The empemr Valerian 
appointed him tribune of a band or company of Foco?itii 9 that 
is, of Dauphinois. His father afterwards created him Cafar, 
took him for his partner in the empire, and honoured him 
with the title of Auguftus n . He v/as thought to have equal- 
led in eloquence ^uintilian, whom he fludied to imitate 5 
whence his declamations were inferted among thofe of that 
excellent writer o ; and the nineteen declamations, which 
pafs under the name of §>uintiHan, but Teem not altogether 
worthy of him, arc by fome modern critics afcribed to young 
f*ofthumius Galiienus, though greatly concerned for the 
death of his Ton, whom he immediately caufcd to be ranked 
among the gods did not march in pcrfon againft the ufurper 
till fome years after. 

During thefedifturbanccs in the wcR,Sapor king of Perfia % The Pcrft- 
elated with his late fuccefs, over-ran moft of the eaftern pro- ans over- 
vinces, laid wafte Mefopotamia, and entering Syria, took An- ru " a "d 
tioch the third, or at leaft the fecond time, and levelled pl" n der all 
with the ground all the public buildings of that ftately me- *** * a ft' r * 
tropolis. From Syria he led his army into Cilicia, took and V' otvtmi ^ 
plundered the city of Tarfus, the capital of that province ; and 
advancing from thence into Cappadocia, made himfelf m after 
of Ccvfarea, and cut all the inhabitants, to the number of four 
hundred thoufand in pieces, for having oppofed him under the 
conduct of one Demo/ibexes, a man of great refolution 
and intrepidity, who, after the city was taken, opened him- 
felf a way, fword in hand, through the midft of the enemy, 
and made his efcapc *. Thus the Perfian over-ran all the 
provinces of the eaft, committing every-where moft dreadful 
ravages. Agathtas tells us, that he filled up deep valleys with 
dead^bodies, and took pride in pafling over them on horie- 

* Trig, tyrann. vit. ibid. Birac. p, 393. 1 Vat. ror. 
Franc 1. i. p. 6. m Birac. p. 394. Goi.rz.p 116. "Trig, 
tyrann. vit. c. 2. p. 185; • Idem ibid. p. 1 36. p Vide 
Voss. rhet. c. 15. p. 19a. * Birag. p. 3B2. ' /Conar, 
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back from one hill to another r . To the captives, whom 
he was pica fed to fpare, he allowed only what food was barely 
fufficient to keep them alive, and ordered them to be driven 
once a day in herds to water like fo many cattle c . In the 
mean time, the Reman troops, who had difperfed upon the 
captivity of Valerian^ rallying, chofe for their leader Callijlus* 
or rather Balijia? who had been captain of the guards to Va- 
lerian? and was a man of great addrefs, intrepidity, and ex- 
perience in war. He, without lofs of time, tranfported his 
forces in boats into Cilicia? and obliged the Perjians to raife 
the fiege of Pompeiopolis? a maritime city of that province, 
when it was upon the point of fubmitting. From Cilicia 
Balifta w fc|, great celerity into Lycaonia?? and there made a 

™f\bmin dreadful havock of the Perjians , whom he found bufied in 
pieces. plundering the open places, and no- ways upon their guard. 

He took from them all their booty and captives, made a 
great many prifoners, and among the reft the wives of Sapor. 
From Lycaonia he retired with his booty and captives, before 
the Perjians could draw together their difperfed forces 5 and 
embarking his army on the veffels and boats he had ailembled, 
landed fame of his men at Sebajle? and others at Corycus? 
two cities, on thecoaft of Cilicia? and in both places furprifed 
and cut in pieces above three thoufand Perftans u . Balifla 
Odenatus was well feconded in his attempts by Odenatus? whofe name 
^"Palmy- is famous in the hiftory of theie times on account of the 
ra. many vi&ories he gained over the Per/sans, and his faving 

the Roman empire in the eafh All authors agree, that he 
was a native of Palmyra? a city of Phoenicia about one day's 
journey from the Euphrates ; but fome writers call him a 
citizen and decurion, while others ftyle him prince of that 
place. Procopius gives him the title of prince of the Saracens* 
who dwelt in the neighbourhood of the Euphrates? and were 

allies of the Romans w . Zojimus tells us, that his family had 
been long before diftingui&ed with particular marks of ho- 
nour by the Roman emperors, and that he had troops of his 
own x . As Palmyra was at this time a Roman colony O- 
denatus was prince, not of that city, but probably of the 
Saracens? who dwelt in that neighbourhood. As he had been 
accuftomcd from his infancy to the manly exercifes of hunt- 
ing, he bore with great chearfulncfs and alacrity the toils of 
a military life 2 . Of his wife Zcnobia? we fhall have occafi- 

f AftATH. j. iv. p. 134.. r Zona r. p. 234. u Zona*. 
p. 382. Synch.*., p. 235;. »'Pkocop, p. 9-. * 
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on to fpeak hereafter . Odenatus was fcarce known till the 
captivity of ff'alerian+ when, dreading the power of that 
mighty conqueror, as. he. lived in amity with the Romans , he 
wrote to him a mod rcfpe&ful and fubmiHivc letter, proteft- 
ing that he had never borne arms again ft the Perjians* and 
at the fame time fent him feveral camels loaded with rich 
prefents. But Sapor , highly provoked at the arrogance of 
fuch an infignificant perfon, as he exprefled himfelf, in prefum- Honu * 
ing to write to him, tore his letter, ordered his prefents to be treated 
thrown into the river, and, with a threatening voice, told his s »por. 
embafiadors, that he would teach their mafter the refpeft a 
man of his mean condition owed to his lord and fovereign ; 
that he would exterminate and utterly deftroy him, his 
whole family, and country ; adding, that if he came and 
threw himfelf proftrate at his feet, with his hands tied behind 
his back, he might perhaps by that fub million atone in fome 
degree for his temerity and prefumption. Odenatus* refent- 
ing, as it became a man of his fpirit, this vile treatment, fwore 
he would purfue the Perjians to the laft with fire and (word, 
and either bring down the pride of their mighty monarch, or 
perifh in the attempt*. With this view, he immediately 
declared for the Romans ; and joining Bali/la with all his He fides 
forces, bore a great, if not the chief, ftiare, in the above- nuith tbe 
mentioned exploits ; for to him Trebellius Pollio afcribes tbe Romans, 
taking of Sapor's wives The Perjian* greatly concerned 
for that lofs, and apprehending it might be attended with 
others ftill greater, (for Odenatus and Balifta purfued him 
clofe) refolved to retire j and accordingly bent his march to- 
wards the Euphrates. But as he was marching through the 
province of Euphratefiana % at a fmall diftance from Palmyra* j , 
Odenatus* falling upon his rear, made a dreadful havock of greased' 
them, and obliged the reft to repafs the Euphrates with great % ania g gs 
hurry and confufion. Many perifhed in the river ; and Sapor ctver the 
was glad to compound with the Roman garifon in Edejfa* Peruana, 
which city he had never been able to reduce, for the liberty 
of returning into his own country, by yielding to them all 
the Syrian money he had amaffed in the plunder of fo many 
cities c . Zonaras writes, that Odenatus found among the 
Perfian captives, and likewife among the dead, many women 
attired and armed like men **. After thefe victories, Odena- Odenatus 
tus aiTumcd the title of king of Palmyra* which he likewife "Jp'ms the 
gave to his eldeft fon Herod* as he did that of queen to his nt J €0 f 

wife Zenohia. Gallicnus* to reward his eminent fervices, an- % ' n £°f 

9 1 Palmyra. 
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pointed him commander in chief of all the R$man forces in 
the eaft ; which truft he difcharged with great fidelity, and 
was attended with better fuccefs than any of the Roman ge- 
nerals. For the following year 261, when Gallienus was 
conful, the fourth time, with Petronius Volufianus, Odenatus* 
not fatisHed with having driven Sapor out of the Roman do* 
minions, entered Mefopotamia and there recovered the ci- 
ties of Nifibis and Charr*. From Mefopatamia he advanced 
into the very heart of the Perfian dominions, being extremely 
defirous of crowning his other exploits with the deliverance 
of Valerian. Sapor met him at the head of a mighty army 5 
whereupon an engagement enfuirtg, the Perfians were utterly 
Sa for *and ^ e ^ cate ^> an< * Sapor with his children obliged to (belter them- 
btfitzet k' ves within the walls of Ctejiphon* the metropolis of the 
Ccefiphon P* r fi an dominions. Thither Odenatus purfued them, and 

laid clofe fiege to the place, after having deftroyed with fire 
and fword the neighbouring country to a great diftance. The 
Perfian lords, alarmed at the danger that threatened their 
prince and country, armed all their vaflals, and flew from the 
moft diftant parts of the kingdom to Ctefiphon. Many bat- 
tles were fought under the walls of that metropolis, which 
ferved only to increafe the number of Odenatus f s victories ; 
many Perfians of great diftin&ion were taken prifoners, and 
fent by the conqueror to Gallienus ; Sapor on one fide, and 
the brave Odenatus on the other, exerted their utmoft efforts, 
the latter to deliver Valerian* and the former to avoid the like 
doom, which now threatened him*. But here TreMliusPol- 
Ho, after having raifed our expectation, drops at once both 
Odenatus and the fiege of Ctefiphon ; and, giving himfelf no 
farther trouble about either, leaves us quite in the dark as to 
the ifiue of fo glorious and important an undertaking. The 
reader may thence judge of his abilities in the capacity of an 
hiftorian. AH we know for certain is, that Sapor was not 
taken, nor Valerian refcued from his cruel bondage. Some 
writers feem toinfinuate, that the revolt of Macrianus, which, 
according to moft hiftorians, happened this year, obliged O- 
Tbo rife of denatus to raife the fiege of Ctefiphon* Ala cri anus was of a 
Macrianus mean defcent ; but had, by his courage and experience in 

war, raifed himfelf from the'low ftation of a common foldicr 
to the higheft ports in the army. He was exceeding rich, 
and had married a lady of great diftirjtStion, by whom he had 
two fons Macrianus and Quietus* who had been raifed to the 
rank of tributes by Valerian, and were eftcemcd two of the 
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beft officers of the whole army **. The father is ftyled by 
Dionyjius of Alexandria , the chief of the Egyptian magicians g ; 
whence wc conclude him to have been by nation an Egyptian* 
and greatly addicted to the ftudy of magic. As the abomina- 
ble myfterics of that art were abhorred and defervedly 
cried down by the chriftians, Macrianus thence became 
their implacable enemy, and infpired Valerian* with whom 
he bore great fway* with an irreconcileable hatred to them, 
which occafioned the eighth perfecution, as we have hinted 
above h . Some authors write, that, abufing the confidence 
Valerian repofed in him, he betrayed that prince to the Per~ 
Jians 1 ; but others clear him from that imputation. Be that 
as it will, about a year after the captivity of the unhappy 
emperor, he revolted from his fon ; and having gained o- 
ver Bali/la* was by his means acknowledged emperor by He it pro- 
mod of the troops who bad ferved under Valerian^ but claimed 
defpifed Gallienus. He immediately took his two fons for emperor. 
his partners in the empire, and appointed Balijla his captain of 
the guards. Trebellius Pollio^ of all writers the leaft exact, 
to fay no more, does not inform us in what country Macri- 
anus was created emperor, nor where, or how long he 
reigned ; and as to the other hiftorians, Zonaras is the only 
one among them who takes any notice at all of him. That 
writer tells us, that the inhabitants of Afia received him 
with extraordinary marks of joy Dionyjius of Alexandria 
gives us room to think, that he was acknowledged in Egypt ; Egypt fuh- 
and that his and his fons reign ended before the ninth year of tnitstobim* 
Gallienus* that is, before the Auguft of the year 262 K 
During his ufurpation happened, in all likelihood, at /tlcxan* 
dria the difturbances defcribed by that writer, who was biftiop 
of the place. Fury and difcord, fays he, raged there to fucn Great Jif- 
a degree, that it was more eafy to pafs from the caft to the turhnncet 
moft remote provinces of the weft, than from one place of at Alcxan- 
Jllexanaria to another : the inhabitants had no in tercourfc dria. 
but by letters, which with great difficulty were conveyed from 
one friend to another : it was more dangerous to croA the 
ftrect, than the moft tcmpeftuous leas, the molt dry and in- 
hofpitable deferts : the port refcmbled the fhore of the rcd-fca, 
ftrewn with the carcafles of the drowned Egyptians ; the 
fea was dyed with blood, and the AVA'choakcd up with dead 
bodies ,n . The war was attended with a general famine, 
and the famine by a dreadful plague, which daily fwept oft" 
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great numbers of people, infomuch that there were then in 
Alexandria fewer inhabitants from the age of fourteen to that 
of eighty, than there ufed to be from forty to feventy n . Of 
fuch perfons a regifter, it feems, was kept ; and a certain 
quantity of corn diftributed among them. 

Macrianus no fooner faw himfelf invefted with the fo- 
vereignty, than he marched with ail the forces he could af~ 
fcmble into the eaft, fays Pollio 9 that is, as we conje£ture>, 
from Egypt into Syria, He engaged feveral times and de- 
feated the Per/tans ; but looked upon P. Valerius Valens as 
a far more formidable enemy. Valens had been fent by Gal- 

lienus into Achaia 9 or Greece , with the title of proconful ; 

but hearing there, that Macrianus had been proclaimed em- 
Valens peror, he aflumed the fame title. Hereupon Macrianus im- 
frodaimed mediately detached Pifo 9 with a competent force, to fupprefs 
emperor in this new ufurper. But Pifo 9 finding him upon his guard, 
Achaia, and ready to receive him, retired into Theffaly 9 and there af- 
and Pifo in fumed the title of emperor, with the furname of Tbeffalicus 9 
Theffaly ; as appears from his medals °. But he did not long enjoy that 
but they are empty and feducing title, being foon after murdered by fome 
both killed, folders f ent by Valens for that purpofe. Valens himfelf was 

ilain a few days after by his own men ; and his death, as 
well as that of his rival, was known at Rome before the 
twenty-fifth of June *. Pifo 9 who was defcended from one 
of the moft ancient and ilJuftrious families of Rome y was 
univerfally lamented there on account of the merits of his 
anceftors, as well as his own. He had been highly cfteemed 
by the emperors, nay, and by Valens himfelf, who upon hear- 
ing the news of his death, What account 9 faid he, /ball I give 
to the gods, the infernal judges , of the death of Pifo ? The 
The cba- Roman empire has not a perfon equal to Pifo. Upon the 
racterof news of his death, it was moved in the fenate, that divine 

honours might be decreed to him as to a lawful prince \ nay, 
fome writers tell us, that he was actually ranked among the 
gods with this remarkable elogium, That there never was a 
better man 9 nor a man of more firmnefs and con/fancy. However 
that be, he was decreed a frame with a triumphal chariot : 
the flatue was frill to be feen in the time of Conjlantine ; but 
the chariot had been taken down, to make room for the fa- 
Aureolus mous baths of Dioclcfian 9 and was never after fet up a- 
made em- 6 anl About the fame time that Macrianus ufurped the 
per or in If- **npire in the eaft, Manius Ac Hi us Aurcolus was forced 

Jyricum. by the army, which he commanded in Illyricum 9 to take upon 

w Tdem ibid. c. 21. n Idem ibid. 0 But a a. p. 388, 
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him the fovereignty 5 for the foldiers cvery-where abhorred 
Gallttnusj and would only obey emperors Set up by them- 
felves. Aureolus from Itiyricum marched into Italy* and 
made himfelf matter of Milan r . Gallienus* after various 
unfuccefsful attempts to fupprefs him, was in the end obliged 
to come to an accommodation with him, and accept of his 
aififtance againft Poflhumius* as wefhall relate hereafter. He 
was, according to Zonaras* a native of Dacia 9 of a mean 
defcent, and in his youth a (hepherd y but lifting himfelf af- 
terwards in the army, he was foon rai fed from the rank of a 
common foldier to the command of a body of horfe. He 
diftinguifhed himfelf in a very eminent manner under Gallie- 
nus in the battle againft Ingenuus ; for fome authors afcribe to 
him the whole glory of that victory r . This year 261, the Bithyni? 
Scythians breaking anew into Bithynia % laid wafte the whole plundered 
country a fecond time, levelled with the ground fevcral cities, bytbeScy- 
plundered Nicomedia* and returned unmolefted into their own thiaof. 
country, with a great booty and many captives *. At the 
fame time, that no part of the empire might be exempt from 
fome fignal calamity, the ifland of Sicily* lefs expofed than 
other countries to the ravages of the barbarians, was miferably 
harafted by a band of robbers, who, roving up and down, com- 
mitted dreadful devaftations, and kindled a kind of fervile 
war, which was not fupprefled without much difficulty and 
bloodfhed «. The following year, Gallienus being conful the 
fifth time, with Faujlianus* the empire was in many places 
afflicted by other calamities, befides the wars and commotions 
we have mentioned. The fun was overcaft with thick clouds, %~be empire 
and a great darknefs continued for fevcral days together, at- afflifted 
tended with a violent earthquake, and dreadful claps of train- nuitb a 
der, not in the air, but in the bowels of the earth, which pl"gue>f«' 
opened in many places, and fwallowed up great numbers of mine 9 
people, with their habitations. The fea, fwelling beyond **rtb< 
meafure, broke in upon the continent, and drowned whole f***w,&c. 
cities ; the plague raged with great violence in Greece* Egypt, 
and especially at Rome, where it fwept off for fome time five 
thoufand perfons a day. The books of the Sibyls were conr 
fuitcd, public proceflions ordained, facrificcs offered to Jupi- 
ter the author of health* Sec But all to no purpofe ; nay, 
to their other calamities were added the incurfions of the Neivirmp- 
Goths in great f warms into Greece? and of the Scythians into thus 0/ the 
jffia. The former, having madejthemfelves matters of Thrace* Scythian*, 
over-ran all Mdcedon y and laid fiege to Tkeffalonica^ the ca- 
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pital of that province, which threw all Greece into the utmoft 
confter nation : troops were difpatched to guard the ftreights of 
Tbermopyltz* fo famous in hiftory ; the Athenians rebuilt their 
walls, which had lain in ruins ever fince the time of Sylla 5 
the inhabitants of Peloponnefus fhutupthe ifthmus from fea to 
fea ; new levies were made ; the troops quartered in that 
province drawn together, &c f But, in the mean time, 
Ala cri anus arriving in Greece on his march into Italy* fell upon 
the barbarians while they were attempting to enter Achat A '* 
put them to flight, and obliged them to retire into their own 
country, whither they carried, however, great part of their 
booty ». At the fame time, the Scythians , that is, another 
Jfhoplun- P ar *y °f Goths j croffing the Hellefpont under the conduct of 
der the one Rafpa* committed dreadful ravages in Afia* burnt feveral 
temple of cities there, and plundered the celebrated temple of Diana 
Diana*/ at Ephefus* io much refpe&ed by the pagans, and fo famous 
Ephefus. for its rich ornaments and immenfe wealth Thus was 

the deftrucYion of the molt illuftrious monuments of paganifm 
begun by the Goths* who were themfelves pagans ; and we 
(hall fee them in the two following centuries complete what 
they now begin. In this irruption they ruined the city of 
Chalcedony deftroyed the poor remains of ancient Troy* and 
the famous Ilium j and, repaying the Hellefpont* laid wade 
all Thrace* and returned to their own country with an immenfe 

booty °. 

In the mean time, Macrtanus having fettled the affairs of 
Syria, left there his youngeft fon Quietus* with Balifta* to 
guard that province againft the Persians * and fet out for Ita- 
ly* with his eldeft fon Macrtanus* at the head of forty-five 
thoufand men, to try his fortune againft Aureolus in Jllyri- 
cum j and Gallienus at Rome He was met by the forces of 
Macrtanus ?' ,c formcr cither in Illyricum, or on the borders of Thrace ; 
and his el- whereupon a battle enfucd, in which A<facn a •ntt s and his fon 
deft fon de- being killed, their whole army fubmitted to Aureolus* and were 
featedand incorporated in his troops 0 . The news of their defeat and 
killed by death was no (boner heard in the eaft, than moft cities there 
Aureoius. revolted from Quietus* who thereupon (hut himfelf up with 

Balijia in the city of Emefa, whither Aureolus, to complete 
his victory, fent ruffians to difpatch him. But before their 
arrival, Ode not us had befiegcd the place ; which fo terrified 
the inhabitants and the garifon, that they killed Quietus * 
£hrew his head over the walls, and then fubmitted to Qdena- 

1 Idem ibid, w Idem. p. 177, 17S. Jornavd rer. Goth, 
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tus. Macrianus and his children being thus cut off, Galiit? 
ftps was acknowledged anew in Egypt and Syria ; for Odessa- 
tuiy though mailer of almoft aJI Che eaftern provinces, a&ed, 
or at leaft pretended to a#, in his name *. He had no fooncr 
withdrawn his troops from before Emeja 7 than Eali/la 9 whom 
he had fparcd on account of his adyifing the inhabi- Bztffttafi 
tants tq murder <%uietus 9 affirmed the title of emperor, m& fumes the 
put fuch numbers of the citizens of Emeja to the fword, no title of em- 
doubt for refuting to acknowledge him, rhat the ur. happy city P* ror * 
was almoft turned into a deferr, <*. We ibujl have ociv.ftofi 
to fpeak of him hereafter ; for \ie feems to have reigned at 
Erne fa three years. About the fame time, /Emil'tanus* ftyl- 
cd on the ancient medals Tiberius Cejlius Alexander Aim Ma- 
nas e , commander of the legions in Egypt 9 took upon him (he ^ 
title of emperor, hqpii.g, by thus openly revolting from ^ 
Gallienus* who wa# no left abhorred in Egypt than in the miliarias, 
other provinces, to appeafe the populace of Alexandria* who 
had rifen upon a very trifling occaiion, and in veiled the home 
where /Emilia): us lodged, threatening him with prefect death. 
He no fooner proclaimed hinifelf emperor, in oppofiiiou to 
Gallienus* than the rage of the incenfed multitude ai?wagc«l, 
and the whole city of Alexandria^ with loud acclamations, 
acknowledged him for (heir fovereign. He immediately 
ieized all the corn in the public granaries, and by that 
means occasioned a famine in feverai provinces. He 
v jilted in perfon the moft id iff ant parts of Egypt * redrelild 
many grievances, repulfed with great vigour the neighbouring 
barbarians, which procured him the name of Alexander \ and 
was preparing for % an expedition into India 9 when the 
troops fent again ft him by Gallienus arrived in Egypt as we 
fhaJl relate hereafter. This year, Gallienus agreeing with 
jfureolusy marched into Gaul with him and Claudius > who 
fucceeded hi in in the empire, to make war upon Pojihumim* GiHientf* 
who had reigned three years undifturbed. As Pojihumius makes war 
was greatly beloved, and vigoroufly fupported by fhc Gauls 9 Poft- 
the war tailed fome years. Gallienus was defeated in tnehunihis/« 
firft general engagement of this year % and Pojlhumius in the Gaul, 
fecund, after having loft the flower of his troops. But Aurs- 
elusi who was fent to purfue him, having fuffereJ him to 
efcape when he might have eafily taken him, he levied new 
forces and began the war with fiefh vigour 8 . Gallienus* 
however, quitting Gaul* the following year, when /llbinus 

e Gall. vit. p. 179. Trig tyran. c. 14. <* Gall. vit. p. 
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and Dexter were confuls, returned to Rome* and* from 
thence haftened intr the eaft, where he wreaked his rage cfrrt 
TbeByz- tne city of Byzantium ; but upon what provocation, Trebelli- 
antines us Poilio* who defcribes the miferable condition to which 
(laugbtered that place was reduced, has not thought proper to acquaint us. 
by Gallic- All we know is, that Gallienus* as foon as he appeared before 
nus. it, loft all hopes of ever being able to matter it ; but being 

neverthelefs admitted, the day after his arrival, within the 
gates, upon terms, without any regard to the agreement, he 
canted the garifon, and all the inhabitants, to be put to the 
fword. Not one perfon, fays Trebellrus Poilio* Was left alive 
in the place*. Varburgius afcribes this (laughter to the 
foldiers of Gallienus ; and pretends, that the emperor left 
Gaul* and haftened into the eaft, on purpofe to revenge the 
flaughter of the Byzantines* and punifh the cruelty of the 
foldiers'. From Byzantium* Gallienus returned to Rome* 
where he celebrated the tenth year of his reign with extraor- 
dinary pomp, and a kind of triumph, in which were led 
mock captives, dreffed like Goths* Sarmatians* Franks* and 
Pcrjians. During this fhow, fome perfons of humour, 
mixing with thofe who perfonated the Pcrfeanr* viewed with 
great attention their faces, examined their drefs, and feemed 
to betray great furprife. Being in the end afked, what they 
wanted i Ife are looking* faid they, for the emperor 9 s father* ' 
which fo incenfed Gallienus* that he commanded them imme- 
diately to be burnt alive k . This year, a new tyrant ftarted 
Saturninus U p^ by name p m Sempronius Saturninus. He was a man of 
afume$tbe g reat p ar ts, an d renowned for his victories over the barbari- 
lt c °J ans. Hiftory does not inform us where or how long he 
**ndh* reigned ; but only tells us, that he performed great things 
murdered wh'Ie he was emperor, and was, on account of his feverity, 
by bis fit- P ut to death by the fame foldiers who had raifed him to the cm- 
diers. pi re. When he was fir ft proclaimed emperor by the troops 

under his command, he told them, that they had lojl a good 
4 .btain* and made a bad prince l . Towards the end of the 
year, Thcodotus* a native of Egypt* difpatched by Gallienus a- 
gainft /Emilia nus* who reigned in that count ry, overcame 
him in a pitched battle, took him prifoner, and fent him to 
JEmilia- Rome ; where he was, by the emperor's orders, ftrangled in 
t\m dffeae- prifon, according to the ancient cuflom of putting captive 
cd. taken p r j nCcs to death. The emperor, to reward Theodotus* de- 
**f r to make Egypt a proconfular province, and honour 

J rang. e . j i ; m W uh that pruconfullbip ; but was diverted from it hy 
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fhe priefts alledgirig a prediction, which had prevailed even 
in Cuer**$ time, viz, that would recover its ancient 

. liberty, when the fafces appeared there Q . The fafces were 
carried, as is r we?l known, before the proconfuls. At this Bruchium 
time happened, as we conjecture, the fiege of Bruchium* befieged 
described by Eufebius ; /Emilianus himfelf, or his partizans, and taken. 
having probably taken (helrer there after the battle. Bruchi- 
um* or, as Eufebius ftyles it, Pyruchium* was a quarter of the 
city of Alexandria near the fea, on the fide of the Pharos , 
and, as it were, the citadel of that metropolis. There 
flood the royal palace, the place where the Egyptian fenate 
or council met, the public granaries, the mufeum, and the 
celebrated library of the Egyptian kings, containing once fe- 
ven hundred' thou fand volumes, of which four hundred thou-* 
fand were burnt in 'Julius Cafar's time. The Roman army, 
under the command of Theodotus, having taken the reft of 
'the city, laid fiege to this quarter, and in the end reduced it 
by famine This year the Scythians made a new irruption 
into Afta* but were with great (laughter driven back into 
their own Country by the Roman forces quartered in that 
province 

Th e next confuls were Gallienus* the fixth time, and Sa- Gallientts 
turninus. This year Gallienus* by the advice of his brother declares 
Valerian and his kinfman Lucillur* to reward the brave Ode- Odenatus 
natus for the many victories he had gained over the Perjians, his farmer 
took .him for his partner in the empire, honoured him with 
the titles of Ceejar* Auguflus* and emperor, and all the t* re% 
4>adges of fovereignty, and caufed money to be coined with 
his name, on which he was reprefented leading the Perfians 
captive. The title of Augujla was given to his wife, and 
that of Carfar to his children p . This aft ion of Gallienus was 
highly applauded by the fenate, by the people of Rome> and the 
whole empire 5 for to his valour was intirely owing the pre- 
fervation of the eaftern provinces, over-run and forely harraf- 
fed by the Perfians. This year, 264, Bali/la, who had Bali ft* 
held fome provinces in the eaft everfince the death of Macri- murdered, 
nus and his children, was at laft killed, according to the mod 
probable opinion, by a foldicr fent by Odenatus for that pur- 
port. Gallienus , in the fpring of this year, left Rome* and Gallienus 
. marched a fecond time in per lb n againft Pojlhumius* who ftill goes into 
reigned in GauL At his approach, Pojlhumius withdrew Gaul, 
into a ftrong hold, which the emperor immediately inverted, 

m Idem ibid. c. 21. p. 19;. n susbb. 1. vii. c. 31. p. 285. 
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but foon after raifed the fiege, having received a wound hi 
the 0hck with an arrow while he was viewing the walls'. 
On feveral medals of this year, notice is taken of a victory 
gatneri by G a Menus in Gaul, and he is if y led the reftorer of 
that province r . However, Pofthumius (till maintained him- 
felf in poflcilion of great part of that country j and this 
year being hard prefled by Gallienus, he chpfe for his collegue 
J/. Anrelius Piauvonius t^iclorinus, as he isftyled on the anci- 
ent coins, of whom we read the following chara&er in juli- 
us Aterianus, a writer of thofe times : No one, in my opi- 
nion, ought to be preferred to PicJorinus, who reiened fomc 
time in Gaul ; he equalled Trajan in bravery, Antoninus in 
clemency * Nerva in gravity, Vefpafian in managing the pub- 
lic money, and Pertinax and Sever us in his care of the mi- 
litary difcipline ; but his unbridled luft drowned all his good 
qualities, and cad fuch a blemifh upon his reputation, that no 
one dares to record the virtues of a man, whom all own to 
have dtzfcrved the doom which in the end overtook him'. Of 
this doom we ibail fpeak in its proper place* The next year, 
VaLrian, the emperor's brother, and Lucillus, his kinfman, 
being confuls, the Ifaurians, revolting in Afia Minor* 
cftofe for their leader C. Annius Trebellianus, who took upon 
him the title of Auguftus, caufed money to be coined with his 
name, and reigned fomc time in Ifauria and Gilicia ; but was 
in the end drawn by Caufifoleus^ the brother of Theodotus y 

from among the rocks and mountains, where he had taken re- 
fuge into a plain, and there defeated and killed.* The lfauri- 
ant ranked him after his death among the gods i and, refuflng 
to fubmit to G a Menus t whofe cruelty they dreaded, main- 
tained themfel ves a free people in the very heart of the Ro- 
man empire, at leaff till the time of the emperor Cam- 
Jiahtinej and committed dreadful ravages in Afia Minor, and 
Syria u . While Gaul, Pontus, Thrace, and Ulyricum, were 
luld either by a domeiiic or foreign enemy, Africa too had 
it* tyrant, viz. T. Cornelius Celfusjftt up by Vtbius Pajfttnus, 
proconfuf of Africa w and Fabius Pomponianus, who com- 
manded on the frontiers of Libya, fie was but a tribune, and 
led at that time a retired life in the country. A lady, by name 
Galliena, nearly related to the emperor, bore a great mare in 
this revolt. Celfus was a man of great integrity, and worthy 
of the ran * to which he was raifed ; but he held it a fhort 
time, bein; killed the feventh day after his election. 
The inhabitants of Sicca, who had continued faithful to Gal* 



'Gall, vit. p. 1 77. f Bin ao. p. 376,177. 'Trig, ty- 
rann. e.g. p. 186, 187. • Idem, c. *£. p. 19^ 

litmus 



Chap. 24. Tim Roman Hifiory. 189 

lienusy threw his body to the dogs, and crucified hint in effi- 
gie, which, as our htftoriari obferves, had never been pra&if- 
«d before Among the other Hntsfortuncs of this unhappy 
reign; we rrtay reckon the lofs of all the conquefts of Trajan, 
that is, of rfte whole province of Dadd* fci£ed by the Goths 
and other northern nations * and the dreadful ravages commit- 
ted by the Franks in Spain. Fiftor is of opinion*, that they Spain 
entered that province cm the fide of Gatil * ; but Adrianus plundered 
Valefius proves, from the parfegvric of Nassarius on Con/ian- h the 
tine j that they conveyed themfelves thither by fea*. Be that Franks^ 
as it will, all authors agree, that they entered Spain, ravaged 
the country far and wide, and took by ftorm, plundered, and 
aimoft utterly destroyed* the city of Tarraco y winch, for the 
fpuce of a hundred ami fifty years* bore the marks of what 
it fuffered at thi* time r . Sortie of the Franks front Spain 
erotic J over into Afri.a* ; but what was the iflite of that raft* 
undertaking, we are no-where told, 

T»B following year, Gallienus being conful, the feventh 
time, with SakinilluSy the brave Odendtus* entering the Per- Oderiatu* 
Jian territories, put all there to fire and fwor J, over-came gains great* 
Sapor in fever a I battles * befieged a fee one! time, and, accord- advanta- 

Jng to SyncelluSy made himfelf matter of, Cte/iphon. Bat, in owr 
the mean time, the Goths entering Afia by the Euxint fea, ***** 
over-ran Lydia 9 Bithynia % Phrygia, Iroaty Cappadocia, and " atw - 
Gahtia y laying wafre the country, plundering the towns, and 
carrying off an immenfe booty and an incredible number of 
captives The next year, Patirnus and Arcefslaus being 
confute, OdenatHSy leaving Ctefephon^ haflened back to the 
relief of AJia $ but the' Goths not thinking it advifeable to 
Wait his arrival, rermbar<fucd at Heraelea irf Pohtusy and re- 
turned home, loaded With booty. Many of them, however, 
were drowned, being overtaken in the Euxint fea by the Ro- 
fnan fleet. All authors agree, that Odenatus was killed about 
this time, but differ both as to the place and manner of his 
death. According to Synce/ius, he was killed at Heraelea »j He is mur~ 
according to ZofifouSi at Erntfa w . TrtMlius Pollio writes, dtred. 
fhat he was murdered by one Mieoniusy his coufin, who was 
proclaimed emperor in his room, but foon after put to death. 
Syucellus afcribes his death to another Odtnatusy who was 
himfelf murdered by the guards *. Some writers fuppofc 
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ZomoUa hcrfclf to have aififted the corifpirators underhand, 
being provoked a^inft^br • ulband for preferring his eldeft 
fon Herod j by a former to the children he had by her y. 

It is certain* that Herod was killed wjth his father, who, ac- 
cording to fome writers, had taken him for his partner. Such 
Was the end of OjLmatus* defer vedly ranked by hiftorians a- 
mony; the greateft princes ffcat ever reigned in the eaft. God, 
fays Trebellius Pallia* was angry with the Romans, fince he 
took Valerian from thesis and did not long prefer ve Odenatus *• 
He had begun, as ..appears from fome medals 1 , the fourth 
year of his reign. He 4eft behind him three fons by Zenobia* 
Herennianu^ Timolaus* and Fa ba lath* or, as he is ftyled on 
fome medals, Hermies Vhaballat t>. As they were very young 
at the time of their father's death, Zenobia governed in their 
His ivife name with the ticje of queen of the eaft* arrayed them with 
Zenobia purple robes and other enugns of tl>e imperial dignity ; and in 
governs in that attire prefented them, after the death of their father, to 
the name the armies, and the afiembltes of the people c. It is-uncer- 
OJ r her iw\* whether t4iey were put to death by Jurelian* or died 
children, before d . From their medals it appears, that Herennianus 

reigned at leaft two years, Timolaus three, and Vhaballat fe- 
ven e . Zenobia did not, it feems, tread in the footfteps of 
her hufbanJ, and keep up, as he had done, a good under- 
ftanding with Gallienus. For we find* that Heradianus* 
whom the emperor, upon the news of the death of Odenatus* 
had fcnt into the eaft to make war upon the Perjians* was 
this very year defeated by Zenobia* and obliged to return 
to Rome. Towards the end of the year, one L. jElianus 

a (fumed the .title of emperor at Ment%, ; but was foon over- 
come by Pojlkumius* who -reduced .the rebellious city, but 
would not give it up to be plundered by his foldiers, who, 
the re u pun mutinied, and, tranfported with rage, murdered 
Poflhumi- their brave leader, with young Pojlhumlus his fon. Trebel- 
us murder- Hm Po/lio afcribes his death to Lollianus* whp had revolted 
Gaul, from him and caufed himfelf to be proclaimed emperor. Lol- 
and Lolli- lianus* ftyled on the antient coins Spurius Servilius Lollianus f , 
anus dt- was meanly born, but had raifed himfelf in the army by hjs 
elaredem- gallant conduft. He reigned in that part of Gaul which bor- 
peror. dcred on the Rhine* while Viclorinus* whom Pojihumius had 

taken for his partner, held the reft. But he did not long en- 
joy the fovcreigncy, being murdered on account of his fevc- 

f Trig tyrann. c, 16. p. 193. * Idem, c. 14. p. 192* 

* Go lt z . p 115. b Idem, p. 116. Birao. p. 386. c Trig* 
tyrann. c 26. p. 192. <* Idem, ib'd. « Golts. p. 116. 

1 Idem, p. 117. 
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rity by his own foldiers, fiirrcd up by Vi&9rinus % wbo % upon 
his death, became fole matter of all Gaul, but was Coon after 
mortally wounded at Cologn y by one whofe .wife he had de- 
bauched. Before he died, he named his fon L. Aulerius Vi&orinus 
Viftorinus his fuccefibr, though then an infant. But the Gauls, an j bis fon 
not able to brook the government of a child, murdered him, murdered. 
and fet up in his room one M. Aurelius Afarius, originally 
an armourer^ but a man of great valour and extraordinary Marios <aV- 
Urcnffh. He was killed the third day of his reign by a foldi- dared em- 
er, who had formerly worked under him. The aftaffin ran p er or and 
him through with his fworJ, telling him, that it was of his murdered ; 
own making *. Upon his death, the troops in Gaul proclaim- and Tetri* 
ed P. Pivejus or Pefuvius Tetricus emperor. He was a Ro- cus raifej 
man fenator, had been confu), and was at this time governor t0 *&f 
of Aquitaine* He was acknowledged in Spain and Britain , P' ri '** *** 
as well as in Gaui y and held thofe provinces with the title of roomm 
emperor till the fourth year of Aurelians reign, when he was 
taken and led in triumph by that prince h , as we fliall relate 
hereafter. He immediately conferred the title of Cttfar upon his 
fon C Pacuvtus PiwfitsXetricus y who was then but an infant. 
All thefe ufurpers in Gaul, viz. PoJihum'tus y Lottianus, Pic- 
torinusy Marius, and Tetricus y were fet up by Vi&orina y or 
ficJ*ria y the mother of Viftorinus> who had a great intereft 
in Gauly and bore an irreconcileable hatred to Gallicnus. 
She was honoured, probably by her fon Vittorinus y with the 
titles of Augujia y and The mother of the armies. As (he was 
a woman of mafculine courage, and poffeffird of immenfe 
wealth, which flie liberally diftributed among the foldiers, 
fhe gave the empire of Gaul to whom (he pleated, and bore 
under all the ufurpers, who were but her creatures, an abfo- 
lute fway. She died during the ufurpation of Tetricus ; but 
whether a natural or violent death, is uncertain ; for fome 
writers feem to insinuate, that fhe was privately difpatched 
by his orders '. 

The fame year, the Scythians^ that is the Goths* ravaged ^ y 
anew the provinces of AJia y Bithynia y Pont us y and Cappa- ffat'Jftii 
docia y and thence carried back with them an immenfe booty; Goths 
while the Heruli y patting from the Pa/us Meeotis into the And the 
Euxine fea with five hundred veflels, landed at Byzantium and Heruli. 
Cbryfopolisy now Scutari \ under the conduct of one Naulo- 
bat* At the latter place they were attacked and defeated by 
Fencrianus % who was himfelf killed in the engagement. Nor- 
withlfcanding their defeat, in (lead of returning to their own 

% Trig, tyrann. c. 7. p. 187. * Idem ibid, c 23. p. 196. 
1 Idem, 30. p. 200. 

country, 



. The Roman Hiflory. Uqok II I . 

country, they crofled the Bofparus ; and fleering their courfc 
Cowards Cyzicus, furpiifcd and plundered that great and weal- 
thy city, with part or Afia, and the iflands of Lemnos, and 
Scyros iu the Archipelago, Then they failed towards Greece | 
and landing there, befiegcd and burnt Athens , Corinth, Sparta y 
and Argos 9 and laid wafte all Acbaia ; but were in the end attack- 
ed and defeated with great daughter by the Athenians, under 
the conduct of Dejeippus the hiftorian. However, in their 
retreat, they commuted dreadful deviations in B&otia, 
j^carnania, Epirus, and Thrace k . G a Menus, who was juft 
then rerqrned from Gaul, where he had been making war 
upon Lalli anus ) leaving Aureolus at Alilan, haltcned into 
Who are fllyricum; and coming unexpectedly upon the barbarians 
defeated by tnc rc, gave them a tptal overthrow. Naulabat, their leader, 
Gaiiienus. was obliged to yield himfelf to the emperor's mercy, who 

treated him w ' r h great humanity ; and, to gain the affections 
of the barbarians, even honoured him either with the conful- 
fhip, or the cordujar ornaments 1 , Aurelius Victor ; Eutra- 
pius, St. Jerorn, Orofius, and Trebellius Pallia, fpeak of a 
great victory gained by Gaiiienus in Illyrscunt over the Goths, 
meaning no doubt the Meruit ; for all the northern nations 
are by feme waiters ft /led Goths , by others Scythians. After 
this victory, Gaiiienus haftened back to Italy, leaving Mar- 
cianus in lllyricum, to purfuc the war with the Heruli ; 
which he did with no leis courage than fuccefs, cutting 
otf" great numbers of them, and obliging the reft to quit 
their booty, and abandon the Raman dominions «*. The 
revolt of Aureolas was what obliged Gaiiienus to return in 
great hafte to Italy. For Aurealus, not fat is fled with the 
power which he already enjoyed, took advantage of Gal- 
l£enUi*s able nee to march with all the troops under his com- 
mand towards Rome, with a defign to depofe Gaiiienus, 
and caufe himfelf to be proclaimed fole emperor ; for fome 
War be- wtltcrR re ^ u8 » tnat Gaiiienus had already taken him for 
tweu Au- P artner m lnc empire ; while others ftyle him only the 
reoius an** cai P er or 9 * general. Gaiiienus, hearing of his march, and 
Gallienu*. fofpecting his deiign, left lllyricum, and reaching Italy in a 

few days, came up with him, defeated him in a pitched bat- 
tic, and obliged him to fheltcr himfelf within the walls of 
Milan i which ciry Gaiiienus immediately inverted. This 
happened in the beginning of the year 268, the fifteenth of 
Gjllienus's reign, when Paternus was confui, the fecond time, 

* Gall. vit. p. 184.. Syncbll. p. 382. Zos. p. 651, 'Gall, 
vit. p. 181, Synczli. ibid. • Claud, vit. p. ao8. GaP. 
vit. ibid. 

wiih 



1 



Chap. 24! Sfife Roman WJtoryl 

with Marinianus «. All authors agree, that Gallienus was Gallienus 
killed during this liege, but differ both as to the manner and murdered^ 
authors of his death. The moft probable opinion is, that 
Afar*ianus y who was returned from Illyricum^ Heraclianus % 
and Beer ops y a native of Mauritania ', and commander of the 
Dalmatian cavalry, no longer able to bear his tyrannical go- 
vernment, confpired againft him, and alarming the camp in 
the dead of the night, as if Aureolus were Tallying out with 
all his forces, killed him in the dark, with his fon Gallienus* 
and h^ two brothers, Valerian and Egnatius; The foldiers, 
hearing the emperor was dead, and fufpe&ing he had been 
murdered, began to mutiny ; but Marcianus diftributing large 
fums among them, twenty pieces of gold a man (for Galli- 
enus always carried immenfe treafures with him), the mutiny 
was appeafed, and the whole army declared Gallienus a ty- 
rant, and took the ufual oaths to Claudius, whom the con- 
fpirators propofed to them as the beft qualified man in the 
whole empire to fuftain the name and dignity of a Roman 
emperor °. Such was the end of Gallienus , in the thirty-f}fth 
year of his age, according to the moft probable opinion, after 
he had reigned fifteen years, feven before, and eight after, 
the captivity of his father Valerian. The fenate declared him And mojf 
a public enemy, ordered moft of his friends, minifters, and of his mi* 
relations,to be thrown down headlong from theTarpeian rock, nifters m*d 
and caufed his name to be erazed out of all public inferipti- fritnds 
ons. He was one of the moft wicked princes mentioned in 'f*^**** 
hiftory, and is faid to have equalled Nero in cruelty, and Hi* *9 thefe* 
liogabalus in lewdnefs. He parted his whole time in the com- 
pany of the moft infamous proftitutes in Rome ; and, laying 
afide all care and thought of the public, fuffercd the Reman 
dominions to be over-run by the barbarians, and the empire 
to be rent in pieces by the many ufurpcrs who ftarted up in 
his time, /hewing no more concern for the lofs of a province, 
to ufe the cxprefEon of Trebellius Pollio 9 than for that of an 
old garment. He exerted his cruelty chiefly againft the fol- 
diers, of whom he is faid to have fometimes ordered three or 
four thoufand to be put tq death in one day. He excluded all 
fenators from military employments, and would not even 
fuffer any of that illuftrious body to appear in the camp, or 
among the foldiers. Notwithstanding all his vices, he was 
a great encouragcr of learning, being himfelf well verted in 
all the branches of polite literature, especially in oratory and 
poetry. His hiftorian tells us, that on occafion of the mar- 
riage of his brother's fon, he made an extemporary cpith*la- 
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Gallienus rnium, which far excelled thofe that were written at the fame 
generally time, after many days ftudy, by the beft Greek and Latin 
abhorred* poets then in Rome p . After his death Claudius caufed him, 
b;J deified. tn ough univerfally abhorred both by the fenate "and people, to 

b.e deified with the ufual ceremonies. His body was in all 
likelihood conveyed by Claudius's orders to Rome ; for Ammi- 
anus Marcellinus fpeaks of his tomb on the Appian way, about 
nine miles from the city Of the few writers who flourifh- 
ed under him, we fhall fpeak in our note (Y). 
Claudius As foon as the tumult occaiioned by the death of Gallienus 
proclaimed was appeafed, the folJiers, with loud acclamations, proclaimed 
emperor. Claudius emperor. The news of what had happened at Mi- 
lan reaching Rome on the twenty-fourth of March^ the fe- 
nate immediately aflcmbled ; and the letter which Claudius 
wrote to them being publicly read, they unanimoufly con- 
firmed the election of the army, proclaimed Claudius empe- 

p Idem, p. 1S0. * Ammian. p. 47ZJ 

(Y) Palfttrius Sura wrote the hiftory of the reign of Gallienus 
(65^; and this is all we know of him. Caeleflinus and Maonius 
Aftyanax, quoted by fome of the AuguJIine writers, are equally 
unknown. They all flouriftied under Gallienus ; for of the trans- 
actions of his reign they fpeak as of things happening in their time 
(66). Vojfius ranks them among the Latin hiftorians (67). «SW- 
dat mentions one Ephorus of Cum<r, who wrote the hiftory of Gale- 
nas, or rather, as others read, Gallienus in twenty-feven books 
(68). Voffiut places him among the Greek hiftorians, and ukes him 
to have been a native of Cum* in AJia (69). He wrote other his- 
tories ; but none of them have reached us (70). Trehellius Pellfo 
quotes a paflage out of one Julius Aterianut, much to the credit 
and reputation of Fiaorfaus, who ufurped the empire in Gaul f 71). 
The fame writer quotes another paflage out of one Callus Antipa* 
ter 9 who wrote the hiftory of Aureolus* and probably of the other 
tyrants .* but he feems to have entertained a very bad opinion of 
him ; for he calls him a flaw to honours, and the difgrace of hiflo- 
rians, though the paflage he quotes, does not, in our opinion, de- 
ferve fuch a fevere cenfure {72). Under Gallienus flourifhed like* 
wife Lupercus of Berytus, a celebrated grammarian, who wrote fe- 
vcral grammatical pieces, t and was in many things preferred to fie- 

radian (73). 



(65) Gall.vit.p. 183. (66^ Fa/er. <vit. p. 175, Trigint. />- 
rartn c. li.p. 190. . (67) Voff.hijl. Lat. p. 182. (68) Suid. 
p. Mil. (69) Fojf.kijl. Gr<ec I ii.e. 16. p. 240. (70) /- 
dtm% I- i - C.f.p. 37. (71) Trigint, tyrann. c. 5. p. 187. (72) 
Claud, vie. p, 203. f 73) Suid. p. 58. Foff. hiJL Grac. I. ii. c. 
16. p. 24O. 
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ror, and heaped upon him all the honours which had ever 
been conferred upon any prince, repeating forty times, That 
they had always wijhed to have Claudius, or fuch a per/on as 
Claudius, for emperor r . He was a native of lllyricum, born, g. g 
according to fome, in Dardania, according to others, in trm Qion 
Dalmatta. Of his father and anceftors, Trebellius Pollio an d p rgm 
owns, that he knows but very little, though, after his accef- ferments. 
lion to the empire, fome flattering genealogies pretended to 
derive his pedigree from Dardanus and the Trojans f . On 
moft medals he is ftyled M. Aurelius Claudius «• He had no 
children, but two brothers, Squint Mas 9 who fucceeded him, 
and Crifpus, the father of Claudia , who married Eutropius % 
and had by him Conftantlus, the father of Conjlantlne the 
Great. The name of Conjlantine was, it feems, peculiar to 
the family of Claudius ; for one of his fitters was called Con- 
Jlmntina, a name hitherto never mentioned in hiftory. The 
prefent emperor is by all writers, even by Zojimus, an avow- 
ed enemy to Conjlantlne, cried up as one of the beft princes 
that ever fwayed a fceptre. He was highly efteemed by the 
emperor Valerian, who firft gave him the command of the 
fifth legion, and afterwards, at the requeft of the fenate, ap- 
pointed him general of all the troops in Illyrlcum, which com- 
prehended Thrace, Moefea, Dalmatian Pannonia, and Da- 
cia. The fame emperor defigned to raife him to the conful- 
fliip, and give him the command of the praetorian guards. 
Gallienus ftood in great awe of him ; and, being informed, 
that Claudius difapproved of his conduct, he did all that lay 
in his power to attach him to his intereft, fent him rich pre- 
fents, and wrote to one Venujlus, his particular friend, 
charging him by all means to gain Claudius^ and remove from 
him all jealoufies and fufpicions u . In his letter he ftyled 
Claudius his friend and klnfman. Claudius attended him in 
his wars againft Pojlhumlus in Gaul, and the Heruli in Illy- 
ricum 9 and was fent by him, after the revolt of Aureolus, to 
defend the city of Ticinum, or Pavia. Bur, in the mean 
time, Gallienus being killed, he was, though, according to 
fome writers, not privy to the confpiracy, proclaimed em- 
peror w . His election was no fooner confirmed by the fenate, 
than he attacked Aur coins \ encamped at a fmall diftance from Aureolus 
Milan, utterly defeated the troops under his command, and defeated 
took the ufurper himfelf prifoner. He defigned ro grant him and killed* 
his life ; but the foldiers killed him without his orders. The 



emperor raifed a monument to his memory, cau fed his body 

r Claud, vit. p. 203. r Idem, p. 306. 1 Got.tz. p. 117. 
B 1 rag. p. 402. Claud, vie. p. 207. w Idem, p. 203. 
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to be honourably interred, and ordered a bridge to be built 
over the Atida* at the place where he had been killed ; which, 
from his name, he called Pons Aureoli* The bridge of Aureo- 
jus ; whence the prefent village of Pontirolo* on the Adda* 
between Milan and Bergamo* in all likelihood, took its name ** 
After the death of Aureolus* the troops that had ferved undtr 
him acknowledged Claudius* who, without lofs of time, led 
them and the reft of his army again ft the Germans* who had 
broken into Italy* and were advanced as far as the lake Mena- 
ens, now Lago di Guar da* near Verona, There the emperor 
The Get- defeated them in a pitched battle, cut incredible numbers 

¥* nS Jb °* t,iem in P* cces » obliged tn °f e wno outlived the general 
Claudiiis ^ au S nter to ** ve themfelves by a precipitous flight into their 
u 1 own country, and returning to Rome* where he was received 

with the greateft demonftrations of joy imaginable, parted the 
remaining part of the year in fettling affairs there j which he 
did with great prudence and juftice, redreffing all grievances* 
and fuppreffing the many abufes and diforders which had pre- 
vailed in the late reign. 
lie marches In the beginning of the following year he entered upon 
again/I the his fecond confulftiip, having Paternus for his collegue, and 
Gothland ( oon after fet out from Rome* to make head again ft the Goths 
ether nor- anc j otner northern nations, who, to the number of three 
f;/ r f na " hundred and twenty thoufand fighting men, befides women, 

fervants, and children, had invaded the Roman dominions, and 
committed every-where moft dreadful ravages, laying waftc 
whole provinces, burning cities, and putting all to fire and fword. 
The emperor came up with them, as they were retiring, loaded 
with booty, through Upper Mafia. As he was upon the point of 
engaging them, he wrote with his own hand the following let- 
ter to the fenate : " 1 am, confeript fathers, in fight of the 
«' enemy, and ready to engage them : they are three hund- 
€£ red and twenty thoufand ftrong. If I overcome them* you 
«' will not, I hope, be ungrateful. If I fhould not be at- 
<c trended with fuccefs, you will remember that I fight after 
41 the reign of G allien us. The whole empire is quire fpent 
«' and exbauftcd, partly by him, and partly by the many ty- 
•* rants, who, during his reign, ufurped the fovcreignty, and 
«« laid waftc our provinces. We want even fhields, f words, 
«* and fpcars. The provinces of Gaul and Spain* the main 
" ftrength of the empire, arc in the hands of Tetricus. 
•< Our archers, to our great fhame, are with-held from us 
** by 'Aenobta* Whatever therefore we perform fuccefsfully 
*• in our pre lent circumftances, muft be accounted great." 



4 tons. 
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But, notwithftanding thefe di fad vantages, Claudius advanced And gaint 

boldly againft the barbarians, andj after a long and ohftinate « metnor- 
difpute, gained one of the greateft victories mentioned in hif- "Me vic- 
tory 3 ifor no fewer than ihrce hundred thoufand of the ene- *p * wf " 
my were killed or taken prifoners. The emperor himfelf tbem * 
gave the following account of this memorable victory in a 
letter, which he wrote after the battle, to jfunsus Broccbus* 
governor of III) i leum : " We have utterly defeated an ar- 
*« my. of three hundred and twenty thoufand Goths, and de- 
« c ilroyed their fleet, confining of two thoufand fail. The 
* 6 fields and (hores are covered with fwords, fliields, and 
« dead bodies. We have taken fuel! numbers of captives, 
* c that, not to mention the men, two or three women will 
*« fall to the fhare of each foldier in our victorious army 
Among the prifoners were many princes and perfons of great 
diftinction. AH the provinces of the empire were filled with 
captives, who were employed to till the ground, and every 
city could (hew you, fays Pollio, glorious monuments of the 
fortune and courage of the brave and invincible Claudius K 
For this victory the emperor took the furname of Gotbicus *. 
While Claudius was thus employed againft the barbarians, 
*Zenobla y having overcome Prohus % who commanded fome Xenobiz 
troops in Egypt reduced that province, and, after a long reduces 
ficge, took and utterly deftroyed Brucbium^ the citadel of Egypt* 
Alexandria. Probusj finding he could not by any other 
means efcape falling into the hands of the victorious queen, 
difpatched himfelf with his own fword *. The following 
year, when Antlocblanus and Orphitus were confuls, the em- 
peror, having nothing to fear from the barbarians, refolved 
to march againft Zenobia y who held all the provinces in the 
eaft ; but was prevented by a violent plague which broke out 
in his army, and made a dreadful havock of his men. The The dent U 
emperor himfelf was in the end fcized and carried off* bv the 0/ Clau- 
faging diftemper at Slrmlum in Pannonla y in the fifty-fixth dius. 
year of his age, after he had reigned, according to the mo ft 
probable opinion, two years and one month b . In him cen- 
tered, fsysTrebeUius Polllo y the moderation of 4ugujlus % the 
valour of Trajan* the P'cty of Aitoninus* and all virtues 
of the good princes who had reigned before him «. He may 
be truly faid to have re-eftabliflied, during his ihort but glo- 
rious reign, the tottering empire, and to have rcftorcd it ta 
its former luftrc. The flcnatc not only bellowed divine ho- 

*C!aud. vit.p. 20+. ' Idem ibid. » Gqltk. p, 1 1 Si, 

* Zos. p. 654, 6;j, b Idem, p. 654. Evsi.u. chron. p 1 38. 

G& ^ tjjr p. 276. c Claud, vit, p. 303. 
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Extraar- nours upon him after his death, but hung up in the place 
dinary ho - where they affembled a fhield of gold, on which was engraved 
nours con- his image. This fhield was ftill to be feen in the reign of 
^ Te f *? Conjlantine the Great. The people erefted to him at their 
y m kytfoe ov/yv expence two ftatues, one of gold ten foot high, 

tMleTr wnich the y P laced that of Jupiter in the capitol, and ano- 
Rome. t ' ier °^ ^ vcr * n t * le f° ru n>* weighing fifteen hundred pounds, 

and reprefenting the emperor in his triumphal robes d . Clau- 
dius ^ and not Gallienus 9 as Spanhemius pretends «, was the 
lair emperor, who a flamed on his medals the titles of high 
His brother poniijf^ and tribune of the people f. Upon the death of 
Quin till us Claudius , the fenate and people of Rome proclaimed his bro- 
proclaimed ^ ^ 4intl U U s emperor, who was then at Aquileia, in which 

^buTdies 9 Clt ? ^ e was mun * cre< * ^is foldiers, after a fliort reign of 
foe* after ^ eventcen days, for attempting to reftore with too much feve- 
* * ' rity the difcipline of the primitive times. Thus Trebellius 

Pollio 8 . But Zo/imus * and Zonaras i tell us, that §>uin- 
tii/usy hearing Aurelian had been acknowledged emperor by 
the army in Pannonia* and finding his own troops ready to 
revolt, by the advice of his friends, caufed his veins to be 
opened, and by that means put an end to his life and reign. 
Moft writers fpeak of him as one in every refpeft equal to his 
Aurelian brother. Upon his death, the fenate readily confirmed the 
rai/edto eledion of Aurelian y and honoured him with the title of 
the empire. j[ u g U Jlu5. He was, according to moft writers, a native of 
Wsextrac- $* rm * um xti Pannonia, of a mean defcent, but;univerfally ad- 
tion and mirc< ^ on account of his extraordinary ftrength and courage. 
prefer- He had diftinguifhed himfelf in a very eminent manner under 
ments. the emperors Valerian , Gallicnus, and Claudius, in their 

wars with the barbarians, of whom he is faid to have killed 
with his own hand forty-eight in one engagement, and in fe- 
deral others nine hundred and fifty ; whence fongs were made 
upon his exploits, and fung publicly by the youth on fcftival 
days. As there were two Aurelians at the fame time in the 
army, and both tribunes, the foldiers ufed to diftinguilh the 
prefent Aurelian with the furname of Manu ad ferrum, that 
is, Hand to the /word ; fo ready was he on all occafions to 
draw his fword, and encounter the enemy*. He was a moft 
ftridt obfervcr of the military difcipline, and ufed to punifh 
with the utmoft feverity the lead ncgleft of duty ; and the 
lead injury offered by his foldiers to any of the inhabitants of 

d Idem, p. 208. < Spank. 1. viii. p. 699. ( Vide Bi- 
iag. p. 402. Norm de Licinii nummo, c. 3. p. 49. s Claud. 

vit.p.206. b Zos. p. 654. 1 Zon a*, p. 239. k Aure), 

Vit. p. 210, 211. 
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the provinces, through which he marched. He was, when 
proclaimed emperor, commander in chief of the cavalry, to 
which poft he had raifed himfelf from the low ftation of a 
common foldier i # From Sirmium* where he was faluted 
emperor by the whole army, after the death of Claudius* he 
haftened to Rome* and was received there, both by the fenate 
and people, with extraordinary demon ft rat ions of joy ; but, 
before he could fettle affairs in the metropolis of the empire, 
he was obliged to return in great hafte to Pannonia^ the Goths* 
netwithftanding their late molt dreadful overthrow, having 
anew broken into that province. Aurelian engaged them, 
and the battle lafted, without any confiderable advantage on 

either fide, till night, when the enemy repaired the Danube* 
and the next day fent embafladors to fue for peace ; which Coneludeia 
Aurelian readily granted them, being informed, that the Ale- peace *witb 
manni* the futhonga* whofe country bordered upon Rboetia* Goths, 
and the Marcomanni* threatened to invade Italy it (elf, and 
Were committing dreadful ravages and devaftations in feveral 
parts. Again ft them therefore Aurelian led the flower of his He defeats 
army, and meeting them in Vindelicia* which compre-^ xvra ^ 
hended all the prefent Bavaria and great part of Suevia* he Gc * mai * 
put them to flight, and cut off great numbers of them, as ******* * 
they attempted to pafs the Danube. Hereupon they fent em* 
bafladors to the emperor, offering to renew their antient al- 
liance with Rome* provided they were allowed to return un- 
molefted into their own country ; for Aurelian had cut off 
their retreat, and detached part of his army to guard the 
banks of the Danube. The emperor, elated with his victory, 
would hearken to no terms ; which threw the enemy into the 
utmoft defpair. After various con Ail tat ions and debates a- Who ne- 
mong themfelves, they refolved at length to enter Italy* fince mertbelefi 
they could not return to their own country ; and accordingly, enter Italy 
finding the pafles unguarded (for Aurelian apprehended n 0 attdputtbe 
attempt of that nature), they advanced befare the emperor e f!^f ror ** 
came up with them, as far as Placentia. There Aurelian *t-*'$" e 5 
tacked them ; but, after having loft moftof his troops, was put 
to flight and utterly defeated. The barbarians, puffed up 
with fo fignal a victory, purfued their march, not doubting, 
but they fhould be able to take Rome it felf, as the Gauls had 
formerly done. But, in the mean time, Aurelian having 
rallied his difperfed troops, and reinforced them with the le- 
gions quartered in Illyricum* came unexpectedly upon the 
enemy in the neighbourhood of Fanum Fortun<r 9 now Fano* 
and gave them a dreadful overthrow. Such of them as efcap- 
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cd from this firft battle, were flain in two others, one of 
which was fought near Placentia, and the other in the plains 
But are in of Ticinum. Thus was the whole multitude cut off to a 
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To this day is to be feen at Pefaro y a city about five 
miles from Fano 9 a monument erected by the inhabitants in 
memory of the victory gained there by Aurelian over the Ger~ 
mans n . While the emperor was preparing to return to 
Rome, news was brought him, that the Vandals had patted 
the Danube, under the condu& of two of their kings, and fe- 
veral other princes. This obliged him to haftcn to the defence 
of the threatened provinces. The Vandals retired upon his 
approach ; the eraperor, however, purfued and overtook 
them before they reached the Danube, cut great numbers 
of them in pieces, and obliged the reft to fue for peace ; 
which he readily granted them, upon their delivering to 
him, as hoftages, the fons of their two kings, and feveral 
other perfons of great diftin£ion. He incorporated two 
thoufand of their belt nun in his army, and ordered the 
reft to be fupplied with provifions at the public expence, 
till they reached the Danube °* Aurelian, having thus hap- 
pily ended the wars with the Goths, German s, and Vandals , 

returned to Rome, and in the beginning of the following year, 
entered upon his firft corfulfhip, having for his collegue, 
Numerius Ceionius Virius j>ajfus. As feveral difturbances 
had happened in Rome during his abfence, he punifhed the 
authors of them with great feverity, and fuch too as were 
accufed of having blamed his conduct in the German war* 
Trebellius Poltio tells us, that tho' he was in other refpedb an 
excellent prince, he often fuffered his paffion to get the bet- 
ter of his reafon, and punifhed with exceflive rigour faults, 
which an humane prince would have overlooked. He put fe- 
veral fenators to death, upon the depofition of a (ingle wit- 
nefs ; and often gave ear to the accufations of perfons, who 
deferved no credit j which much leflened the reputation he 
had gained by his exploits in the field, and eftranged from 
him the minds both of the fenate and people P. The em- 
peror Julian charges him with having put many perfons to 
death unjuftly^; and Ammianus Marcellinus writes, that he 
was glad of any pretence to condemn the rich, being in 
great want of money to carry on the war, and pay his troops r . 
This year, with the confent and approbation of the fenate, 

™ Idem, p. 215, 216. Dgx i pp. legat. p. 7— if. n Grv • 
tek. p. 276. c DfxiPP. legat. p. 12. v Aurel. vit. p. 
116. * Julian. Cjes. p. 16. r Am m i a n. 1. xxx. p. 



Chap. 24. The Roman Hiftorj. 201 



he undertook the repairing the walls of the city, which he 
I ike wife extended ; fo that they were near fifty miles in 
compafs f . This great work was not accomplished till the 

latter end of the reign of Probus 

The following vear, when Quietus and Voldumianus were 
confute, Aurelian having fettled affairs in Pannonia, Jtalj, and 
at Rome, left the city anew, and fet out for the eaft, to He marches 
make war upon the celebrated Zenobia, who, to the great agawfi 
difgrace of the empire, had held tor fcveral years mod of Zenobia. 
the eaftern provinces. This queen, one of the moft illuftri- 
ous women mentioned in hiftory, is ftyled on feveral medals 
Septimia Zenohia u ; whence fome wriiers conclude her to 
have been allied to the family of the emperor Septimius Se- 
veral. She pretended to derive her pedigree from the Cleo- 
patras and Ptolemies of Egypt, and her family was reckoned er ?*~ 
one of the moft confpicuous in the eaft. She was well verfed tr °fj™* 
in all the branches of polite literature, underftood thoroughly ^* a j m t m 
the Egyptian, Greek, and Lath languages, and in the know- ni n r0tiQn \ 
ledge of hiftory excelled moft men of her time. She is even 
faid to have compiled an abridgment of the Egyptian and 
Oriental hiftorians, which was in great requeft among the 



learned w. St. Athanafius writes, that fhe profcfTed rhe Jezv 
ijh religion % and is therein followed by Abulfarajiusl . Sne 
married the celebrated Odenattis, prince of Palmyra, and 
afterwards partner in the empire with Gallicnrts. She had 
great ihare in the many fi^nal victories gained by her hufband 
over the Perjians, and is faid to have been no lets courageous 
than that brave commander, and equally experienced in mi- 
litary aft'tirs. Upon his death, ftie arrayed her three fons, 
Hcrennianus, Timolaus, and l'kahallat,\x\ purple, caufol them 
to be acknowledged by all the eaftcrn provinces as joint em- 
perors of Rome, and obliged them to conform to the Roman 
cuftoms, and ufe not the Greek, which was f token by other 
eaftern princes, but the Latin, tongue. As they were under 
age, the governed in their name, with the title of queen of 
the eaji, for the fpace of rive, or, as others will have it, fix 
years, difcharging each duty of an excellent prince and ex- 
perienced commander, with all rhe prudence and intrepiuity 
of a man. She Hiewed great wifdom in her counfels, »■» as 
if cad v in her refolutions, kind and generous to pet funs of 
merit, but inexorable when feverity was judged necciLiy. 
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She lived with all the grandeur of a queen, imitating the 
pomp and magnificence of the Per/tan m anarchs, and caufing 
all thofe who approached her to fall pr oft rate before her, af- 
ter the manner of the Ptrftan court. She often appeared at 
the head of her troops, armed with a helmet, and arrayed 
with the imperial robes, harangued them, and marched with 
them feveral miles on foot, ufing a hoife, and fometimes a 
chariot, when the marches were long, but feldom a litter. 
In imitation of the Roman emperors, fhe gave magnificent 
entertainments, not fcrupling on thefe occafions to drink 
plentifully with the officers of her army, and the Per/tan 
and Armenian embaiTadors, though otherwife very fobcr and 
temperate*. In the leign of Galiicnus, fhe defeated Hera- 
c lianas, as we have related above, an J, by his overthrow, 
tj er e ~. remained in peaceable pouefiion or ail Syria and Mefopotamia % 
plaits" to which ihe added Egypt, while Claudius was taken up with 

the Gothic war. Not fatisfied with thefe acquifitions, in 
the reign of Aurelian, (he fcized on great part of Afta, and 
attempted to reduce Bitbynia *. Aurelian, dclirous to put 
an end to her ufurpation, ordered ail his forces tu uflemble 
in lllyricum, and letting out from Rome, early in the fpring 
of this year 272, bent his maich through "Thrace, where he 
engaged and put to flight feveral barbarous nations, who had 
Aurelian made irruptions into that province. He even puffed the 
defeats the Danube , and in an engagement with Caunabaud, a Gothic 
Goihs.and prince, flew him and five thoufand of his men b. Having 
kill* otts of thus defeated the Goths, • he purlucd his march to Byzcn- 
tbarkinzs. gl um% and crofting the Bofporus, entered Bilbynia, which 

was held by Zenobia, according to Vopifcus^ but immediately 
fubmitted. From Bitbynia he advanced into Cappadocia, 
where the inhabitants of Tyana {hut their gates againd him ; 
which fo inceuied Aurelian^ tlut he fvvoie be would not 
leave a dog alive in the place. His foldiers attacked it with 
great fury 5 but were in their repeated afiauiu lepuifed with 
confidcrable lufs by the inhabitnurs, till one or them, by 
name llcraclannnon, betrayed his country and fellow- citizens 
to the enemy. We are told by t'opifeus, that the ghoft of 
Takes Ty- tnc f* lmous Apolionius Tyatieus H appealing to Aurelian, warn- 
ai.a in c ^ n ' nj noc lu dcfiiov the pb.wC i>t his nativity ; and that the 
Cappado- emperor, moved by ih«s apparition, would not fuffer his 
cia. foldiers to offer the lea ft injury 10 ihe inhabitants, an- 

fwering them, wiicn they put him in mind or his vow npt 
to leave a dog alive in the place, that they mi^ht kill, if 

* Triginc. tyran. c. 29. p. 198. * Zos.p. 655. * Aur. 
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they plea fed, all the dogs, provided they fpared the inhabitants. 
This anfwer was received with great applaufe by the fol- 
diers themfelves, who were no lefs pleated, fays Vopifcus* 
with the humour of their general, than if he had abandoned 
to them ail the riches of that opulent city «. Heraclammon, Suffers the 
who betrayed the place, was the only peifon whom the em-p*rfou<wb* 
pcror fufFered to be put to death. Concerning him hc^etrayed it 
wrote the following letter to Ala Hi us Chi/o, wfio was, it* 9 be put 
feems, the emperor's particular friend : ** I have taken *° 
44 Tyana y and fuffered the perfon, by whofe favour, and, as 
44 it were, good offices, I took it, to be cut in pieces by 
44 my foldiers. L have fpared the reft ; but could not endure 
44 fuch a traitor. Would he ever have been faithful to me, 
44 who betrayed his own country ? He was rich, I own it ; 
44 but his eftate I have given to his children, that no one 
44 might accufe me, as if I had put him to death for the fake of 
44 his wealth From Tyana, Aurelian led his army ftrait ZenobiVs 
to Antioch, defeated the troops of Zenobia in the neighbour- army de- 
hood of that city, and entered, as it were, in triumph theftated. 
metropolis of Syria. This victory, however, coft him dear; 
for the Palmyrenians (fo the troops of Zenobia are ftyled by 
hiftorians) fought with incredible bravery, and the Romans 
owed the victory rather to art tkan valour ; for obferving the 
enemy's cavalry heavily armed, they betook them (elves to 
flight j- and facing about unexpectedly, when they were 
quite fpent with the long purfuit, put them eafily in diforder, 
and gained a complete victory e . From Antiocb Aurelian 
purfued his march to Emefa* whither Zenobia had retired 
with her army, confifting of feventy theufand men. Under 
her commanded one Zabas % or Zabdas 9 a man of great cou- 
rage and experience, who had iignalized himfclf in the Per- 
Jian wars in the time of Odenatus. After feveral fkirmi/hes 
with various fuccefs, both armies came to a general engage- 
ment, in which the Roman horfc were put to flight at the 
firft onfet ; but their infantry, attacking the enemy both in 
the front and flanks, left naked and expofed by the departure 
of their cavalry, who were purfuing the Romans* obliged Zer\ob\\ 
them, after a long and obftinate difpute, to give ground, and defeated a 
flicker themfclvcs behind the walls of Etncfa ; which phce 9 / fCOtt ^ ///ne 
however, they abandoned at the approach of the victorious 
army, and withdrew with Zenobia to Palmyra , whither 
Aurelian purfued them clofe, though ftrangcly ha raffed in his 
march by the Syrian robbers, who cut off great numbers of Palmyra 

his men. Me immediately inverted the place, hoping to carry befiege*i. 
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it by repeated aflaults ; but all his efforts proving unfuccefsfu!, 
he began to batter it with an incredible number of warlike 
machines. The befieged, animated by the example of their 
queen, not only rep u lied the aggrellbrs with fhowers of ar- 
rows, darts, and (tones, but rallied them from the walls* 
without fpaiing the emperor himfclf. Aurelian owned in 
one of his letters, that he had never engaged a more brave 
and refblute enemy ; and mentioning Z*v obic* fays, that (he 
did not nehave like a timorous woman, but fought with all 
the boldnefs of a man in defpair. 44 It is incredible, adds 
44 he, what thick fhowers or arrows, darts, and (tones 
44 ihe difcharges upon us j (he harafles us night and 
44 day with fire from her engines, btc. However, I 
44 hope the gods, who have never yet fail-d to fecond our 
44 endeavours, will not on this occafion abandon the caufe 
44 of the Roman people. " The emperor at length, quite 
tired out with the toils and fatigues of fo long a fiege* 
wiote a letter to Zenobia y exhorting her to furrender, and 
proimfmg her her life. To this letter Zenobia returned the 
following anfwer : 44 No man ever before you made fuch a 
44 demand. It is not by letters,' but valour, that you mull 
44 induce me to fubmit. You cannot but know, that Cleopa- 
44 tra chofe rather to die, than live under Augu/ius, not- 
ZenobiaV withftandlng the mighty promifes he made her. I expert 

«« daily the Perjidns 9 Saracens , and Armenians^ who are all 
Aurelian, «< haftenrng to my relief \ and what will then become of you 
requiring «& and your army, whom the robbers of Syria have put to 

her ffub- « flight ? You will then lay ailde that pride and prefumptioi 
m "' « 4 with which you com mf and me to furrender, as if you 

44 were the conqueror of the univerfe f ." Aurelian^ piqued 
with this anfwer, immediately ordered a general aflault ; but 
was repulfed with great lofs, and obliged to give over the at- 
tempt. However, he defeated, a few days after, the Perji- 
ansy who came to the relief of the place ; and what by me- 
naces, what by mighty promifes, prevailed upon the Armeni- 
ans and Saracens to join him againft the queen, whom they 
were come to affift. Xenobia y finding herfclf difappointed at 
to the fuccours, which (he had long expected, and defpairing 
of being able to hold out much longer with her own forces, 
refolved to withdraw privately from the city into Perfia 9 and 
there folicit in perfon more powerful fupplies. Accordingly 
(he fet out in the dead of the night with a fmall retinue 
on fleet camels, carrying with her part of her jewels and 

trcafures. But Aurelian^ who was very watchful, having 
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had timely notice of her flight, detached a party of horfe af- 
ter the fugitive queen ; who coming up with her, as (he was 
ready to crofs the Euphrates in a boat, feized her, and car- 
ried her back to Aureiian* who from that moment began to Zenobta 
look upon himfelf as the conqueror and fole lord of the taken and 
caft. When (he was brought into his prefence, he aflced brought f 
her, What had prompted her to take up arms again (I, Aureiian. 
and infult over, the emperors or' Rome ? To this queftion 
the queen replied, with no lefs intrepidity than addrefs, That 
file looked upon him indeed, who knew how to conquer, 
as emperor ; but as for Gallienus* Aureolu$ y and fuch as 
re fern bled them, <he had never thought them worthy of that 
name +. 

The city of Palmyra {till held out, and fome were Tie city of 
gain ft fubmitting upon any terms whatfoever j but others Palmyra 
fued for mercy, and, upon the emperor's promifing to grant fubmits. 
them their lives, opened their gates to the conqueror, who 
fpared the inhabitants, but ft ripped the city of all its 
wealth, and appointed one San Jar ion governor of the place, 
with five hundred archers and other troops under his com- 
mand g . After this, the emperor returned to Etneja^ car- 
rying with him the captive queen, whofe death the foldicrs 
demanded with loud clamours ; but the emperor thought it 
beneath him to fpill the blood of a woman, the more, be- 
caufe (he had with great care defended the eaftern provinces 
again ft the Perftans and other neighbouring nations, ready to 
feize them during the domeftic difturbances that prevailed in 
every part of the empire b . The emperor like wife fpared 
Vhahallaty the queen's youngeft fon l . As for the other two, 
Herennianus and Timolaus y Pollio tells us in one place, that 
it is uncertain whether they died a natural or violent 
death k j and elfewherc, that they were led in triumph with 
the queen their mother AH writers agree, that Aureiian 
caufed manypeifons of diftin&ion to be executed at Emeja 
for fiding with Zenobia, and ordered others to be thrown over- 
board when he eroded oyer from Chalcedon to Thrace. Among 
the former was the celebrated philofopher Longinus, of whom 
hereafter. The fame of this victory foon reached the rnofr. 
diftant nations, and they all ftrove, with folcmn em ba flies and All the 
rich prcfents, to gain the friendfhip of the conqueror of 'Ze- eaftern and 
nobia. Among thefe are mentioned the Blemyes* the Auxumi fin-therm 
teSj the inhabitants of Arabia Felix, the Baftriam y I bet tans, nations 

court the 
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Albanians, Saracens , Armenians, Ethiopians, Indians, Perfi- 
ans, and even the Seres or Cbinefe, Hormifdas, or, as Euty- 
ch'tus calls him, Harmon a I Horri, who had fucctc J ed his 
father Sapor in the kingdom oi" Perfia, Tent to the emperor, 
amongit other prefents, a chariot, covered all over with 
golJ, iiiver, and precious ftones of an inefHmable value, and a 
lea: let mantle of fuch a lively colour, that the Romans had 
never fee n any but what came infinitely (hort of it. Aurs- 
Han, and after him Probus and Dioclrfian, taken with its ex- 
traordinary brightness and beauty, fent, but to no effect, per- 
fons into the eafr, on purpofe to difcover the art of dying to fuch 
an extraordinary perfection m . Aurelian, having thus reco- 
vered and fettled in peace the eattern provinces, returned by 
Chalccdon and Byzantium into Europe, carrying with him 
his illuftrious captive. He defeated, on his march through 
Thrace, the Carpi, who had broken into that province ; but at 
Palmyra tne ^ amc time ne was informed, that the inhabitants of Palmyra 
revolts i had revolted, put the Roman governor and garifon to the 
but is re- fword, and proclaimed a kinfman of Zenobia, named Achil- 
taken f and leus, or, as r ZcJimus calls him, Antiochus, their fove reign. 
all the in- Upon this intelligence, the emperor, with great expedition, 
habitants haftened back into Syria, and arriving at Palmyra before the 
put to the inhabitants had any notice of his march, he took the city 
fword. without oppofition, and put all the inhabitants to the fword, 

without diiiincrion of fcx, age, or condition n . He had not 
The revolt vet quitted the eaft, when news was brought him, that Egypt 
^Firmiuj na( l revoIteJ, and fet up for emperor one Firmus, or rather 

Firmius, as he is fty led on fuch of his medals as have reached 
our times o. He was a native of Seleucia in Syria ; but pof- 
fefled an immenfe eftate in Egypt, and carried on an advanta- 
geous trade with the Saracens, the Blcmyes, a people of ZT- 
thiopia, and the inhabitants of India ; for he ufed to brag, 
that with his gains only upon paper and glue, he could main- 
tain a whole army. Vopifcus relates wonderful things of his 
rtrength and appetite. He was greatly attached to Zenobia, 
and, to keep up her party and interefr, aflumed the title of 
Augujlus, made himfelf matter of Egypt, and ftopped the corn 
which it ufed to fend yearly to Rome, Aurelian marched a- 
gainft him with that expedition which was peculiar to him, 
and, being attended with his ufual fuccefs, overcame the 
ufurpcr, itormed a ftrong-hold to which ha fled, and having 
taken him prifoncr, caufed him to be publicly executed p . 
Having thus fupprcflcd all troubles in the eult, he returned 
the fecond time to Europe, with a defign to recover and 
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reunite to the empire the provinces of Gaul* Spain* and 
Britain* which were ft ill held by Tetricus, This he eafiiy 
compafled, Tetricus himfelf, no longer able to bear the continual 
oi forders and mutinies of his troops, inviting him privately 
into Gaul 1. However, a battle was fought near Chalon on Gaul r e - 
the Marne ; during which, Tetricus voluntarily yielding to duced* 
Aurelian* his troops, deftitute of a leader, were cut in pieces* 
Thus was Gaul* after it had been held for the fpace of thir- 
teen years by different tyrants, united anew to the empire. 
Towards the end of this year, when Taciius* afterwards em- 
peror, and Placidianus were confuls, Aurelian returned to 
Rome* where he was received with the moft magnificent tri- 
umph the city had ever beheld. There were four royal and Aurelian'* 
{lately chariots : the firfr, which had belonged to OiUnatus* f^^p/j 
was intirely covered with filver, gold, and jewels ; another 
equally rich an i magnificent, was a prefent to Aurelian from 
the king of Perjia ; the third was Zencbia's own chariot ; 
and the fourth, which was drawn by four itags, had been ta- 
ken by Aurelian from a Gothic prince. In the latter the 
emperor himfelf made his entry. Thefe chariots were prece- 
ded by twenty elephants, and great variety t»f wild beads from 
different countries. Next came eight hundred couple of gla- 
diators, followed by an incredible number of captives of dif- 
ferent nations, with their hands tied behind their backs, viz. 
Goths* Alans* Roxglans* Sarmatians* Franks* Suevians* Van- 
dais* Alemans* Blemyes* Auxumites* Arabians* Etidamonians* 
Indians* BacJrians* Iberians* Saracens* Armenians* Perjians, 
fuch of the Palmyrenians as had outlived the late (laughter, 
fome Egyptians taken in the late rebel i ion of Fir mi us* and 
ten Gothic women, whom Aurelian had taken lighting in the 
habit of men. Thefe were followed by tetricus* in a fcarlet 
robe, and his fon, whom he had taken for his partner in 
the empire. Next to them marched Zenohia* whofe uncommon 
beauty, noble ftacure, and m.ijefHc mien, attracted the eyes of 
the fpecrators, and feemed to eciipfe the grandeur and Jufrie 
of the emperor himfelf. She was bound with chains of gold, 
which other pcrfons bore up, apparelled with the richeft tif- 
fues and robes, and fo loaded with pearls and precious {tones, 
that {he was often obliged to halt, being ready to fink under 
fo gieat a burden. Zcnobia was followed by the emperor's 
triumphal chaiiut, U.e fenate in a body, the people of Rome 
with their various ltandards, and the victorious legions, horfe 
and foot, in rich and fplcndid armour, with crown* of laurel 
ojj their heads, and branches of palm-tree:-, the fymbol of 
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vidory, in their hands. The fenate, how^per, in the 

mid ft of the public rejoicings, betrayed no fmall concern 
to fee^ etricusy one of thejr own body, wfro bad even 
been conful, led in triumph. In the capitol Aurelian fa- 
crificed to Jupiter the four flags that had drawn his chariot, in 
compliance with a vow he had made, when he took them, 
From the capitol, he went to the palace, attended by the fe- 
mte and fuch crouds of people, that the day was far fpent 
before he could reach it. The next and fevcral following 
days, he diverted the people with plays, races in the circus, 
/hows of gladiators, combats of wild beafts, fea- fights in the 
naumachia, and all forts of entertainments r . He treated his 
His burna- iUuftrious captives with great humanity and kinunefs. To 
9 i t y t9 . Zenobia he gave lands and pofle<5ons in the neighbourhood of 
wWiZe- Tibur % now Tivoli, fufficient to maintain her according to 
nobiaW her rank. On that ehrate flic lived, fays Trtbeltius Po lls a ^ 
her chil- like a Roman matron, with her children, that is, according 
dren ; j 0 Zonaras, with her daughters, whom Aurelian took under 

his protection, and married to perfons of the firft quality in 
Rome f . The fame writer adds, that Aurelian himfelf mar- 
ried one of them ; which may, perhaps, be as true as what 
Syncellus had written before him, viz. that the emperor gave 
Zenobia herfelf in marriage to an illuitrious fenator Be that 
as it will, it is certain that her defcendants lived ftill at Rome 
in great fplendor about the latter end of the fourth century 
Baronius takes the holy biftiop of Florence , Zenobius, who was 
contemporary with St. Ambrofe, to have been of her fa- 
mily w. As for her fon Vhaballat, he retired into Armenia , 
where Aurelian gave him, it feems, a fmall principality ; for 
he coined money, and is fly led on fome of his coins, which 
are ftill to be feen, Vhaballat of Armenia, and on others, 
Vhahallat king of the Verimi, probably an obfeure people of 
And to- Armenia The emperor (hewed no lefs kindnefs to Tetricus, 
tvardsTe- than to Zenobia, To make fomc amends for the injury he 
tricus and had done him, by leading him like a captive in triumph, he 
bis fon. heaped many honours upon him, ftyling him his collegue, 

his fellow-foldier, and even honouring him fome times with 
the title of emperor. He appointed him governor of Lucania % 
telling him plcafantly, that it was more to his reputation to 
govern a province of Italy, than to reign beyond the Alp* *• 
He treated with the fame humanity and uood nature younjj 
Tetricusy whom he had led in triumph with hi* father, fuffer- 
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ing him to continue in the fenatc, and leaving his eftate un- 
touched, which he tnuifmitted to his poftcrity, who lived at 
Rome* under the fucceeding princes, in great fplendor, ef- 
teemed and revered by perfons or* all ranks y. In the houfe of 
the Tetrici^ on mount Lcelius, was iilll to be feen, in the 
line of Conjlantine the Great, a molt beautiful piece, repre- 
Tenting in mofaic work the father and fon delivering up a 
fceptre and crown to Aurclian, and Aurelian refturing to 
them the fetutoriul robes, and invefting them in their former 
dignity z . 

The next confuls were Aurelian, the fecond time, and C. 
"Julius Capitolinus. This year, the emperor continued at 
Rome ; and, being now diverted by no foreign or domcilic 
wars, he applied himfelf wholly to the fuppre&ng of fevcial 
abufes, which had prevailed in the time of Gallicnus, ami 
which Claudius had not been able to obviate, during his Ihoit 
reign. He made fcveral regulations, which gained him the 
affections of the people, whom he had eftranged from him, in 
the beginning of his reign, with his cruelty, to which he had 
naturally a great bias. To the bounties of the emperors his Several 
predectlibrs, who had eftablifhcd funds for diftriburing bread regulation* 
and oil among the people, he added a certain portion ot hoss-" : ** r « h 
flefli to be given with the bread and oil ; and incrcafed the A^eliaa. 
latter largefs by the addition of an ounce to each pound. J Jo 
even defigned to cflablifli a fund for diftributing a certain 
quantity of wine among them j but was either prevented by 
death from put^tag his defign in execution, or, as others 
write, diverted from it by the captain of the guards, who 
told him, that if he allowed the populace wine, they would 
next expect geefe and chickens a . When he left Rome to 
make war upon Zenolia, he prom i fed to give each man among 
the people a crown weighing two pounds, if he returned con- 
queror. The people thought he meant crowns of gold ; but 
when they challenged his promife, the emperor caufed loaves 
to be made of the fineft flour in the form of crowns, each 
weighing two pounds, and diftributed them daily among the 
people fo long as he lived, as he frequently did money ai d 
cloaClis. He appointed, that Egypt ihould fupply the city of 
Rome yearly with a certain quantity of glafs, paper, linen, 
and feveral other things, that were either the natural growth, 
or manufactured in that country t>. He caufed wharfs to be 
built along the banlcs of the 7iier y and the chanel of that ri- 
ver to beclcanfed and dug deeper. But nothing more obliged ;/:, 
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perfons of all ranks, than his generoufly remitting whatever 
•was owing this year by private perfons to the exchequer, and 
his publidy burning in the forum of Trajan all the papers, 
bonds, and regifters, relating to fuch debts. At the fame time, 
he published an a<5t of oblivion with refpefl to all crimes com- 
mitted againft the ftate to that day. From that time forward 
he punilhed with the utmoft feverity fuch as accufed others, 
without being able to make good their charge c He ena&ed 
many wholcrlume Jaws, by which he is faid to have purged 
Some of all profefied lewdnefs, irreligion, and wicked arts. 
Finding that eunuchs began to be fold at a very great rate, he 
fixed the number which each perfon might keep of fuch flaves, 
according to their different ranks. He ena&ed tnoft fevere 
laws againft adultery, and punifhed with death one of his own 
dome fries guilty of that crime. He would fufrer none to keep 
women free-born for concubines. His domeftics, freed- men, 
and Haves, he kept in great awe, caufing them, as he was na- 
turally inclined to cruelty, to be inhumanly beaten in his pre- 
fence for the fmalleft faults, and delivering them up, when 
guilty of tranfgrefling the laws, to the civil magistrates He 
defigned to forbid all tiflue of gold, and gilding, pretending, 
that in nature there was as great a (lock of gold as of filver ; 
and, that the former metal, if fuch a prohibition fhould tak 
place, would become 3S common as the latter. This prohibition, 
however, was not publifhcd by him, but by his fucceiTor 
c!tus 9 who is fuppofed to have fuggefted it to him «• About 
lh b'ilds *k ,s time f he built and confecrated a mod magnificent temple 
tinti-ntt/i- to *' ,c ^ ,n ' °^ w ^* c ^ frequent mention is made in hiftory, 
ctnMemple a,lL * embelliJhed it with moft rich and coftly ornaments, and 
to the fm. w * tn an infinite quantity of gold, pearls, and precious Hones. 

It was one of the molt ftately and magnificent ftru&ures in 
Rome. The gold veflels belonging to it weighed fifteen hun- 
dred pounds. He likewife inriched the capitol, and moil of 
the temples in the city, with prefents of great value fent him 
by foreign princes f. He extended the jurifdi&ion of the pon- 
tiffs, increafed their revenues, and cftablifhed funds for the 
repairs of the temples, and the falaries of die inferior minifters^ 
A treat fe- Towards the end of the year, a dangerous fedition was raifed 
dit'fn in in Rome by the perfons employed in the mint, who having, by 
Koine. a notorious breach of trufr, coined a great quantity of falfe 

money, to avoid the puuifliment due to their crime, joined 
in a body, and under the conduct of one Felietffinms, formerly 
a Have, but appointed by Aureilan one of the receivers of the 
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exchequer, raifed fuch difturbances, that the emperor was ob- 
liged co order bis troops to march againft them, whom they 
received drawn up in battle-array on mount Car U us, killed 
liven tboufand of them, but were in the end, though they 
fought with all the boldnefs of men in defpair, overcome, 
d punifljed with the utmoft feverity, not to lay, cruelty. 
After this the emperor called in all the falfe coin, and gave 
true money in its room *• Soon after this fedition, he put 
fevcral fenators to death, and Iikewifc the Ton, or, as others 
will have it, the daughter, of his own fitter, for faults not 
fpecified in hiftory, but only faid not to have deferved fuch Aurelma 
a fevere puniihment h . Towards the clofe of this, or the parches 
very beginning of the following, year, when Aureltan was tntc Ga "s 
conful the third time, with Marcellinus, fome difturbances Jf a tt'*ft 
happened in Gaul, which obliged the emperor to quit Rome 9 ^laacas 
and haften thither. All we know of this expedition is, that 
Gaul was rcftored to its former tranquillity, and that the em- 
peror, marching from that province into Vindtlicia, obliged 
the barbarians, who had made an irruption on that fide, to 
repafs the Danube *. A modern writer k is of opinion, that 
the emperor, before he left Gau/ 9 rebuilt the city of Orleans 9 
which, at lcaft ever fince the fifth century, has been called 
by the Latin writers Aureliani urbs 9 and urbs Aurellanorum : 
its antient name was Genabum or Ccnabnm. Gregory of 
Tours tells us, that he likewife either built or fortified the ^ dan- 
city of Dijon 9 at prefent the capital of Burgundy K From j Qns j 0 
Vindelicia the emperor marched into Illyricum ; and there barbarians 
finding the province of Dacia in the hands of the barba- fa pr 9 . 
rians, who had feized it in the reign of Gallienus 9 he did vine* of 
not think it worth his while to recover a country, which Dacia. 
he was well apprifcd he could not maintain in the mid ft of 
fo many barbarous nations. He therefore withdrew the 
Roman troops from the few forts they ftill held beyond 
the Danube* and gave to the inhabitants, who had been 
driven out by the barbarians, part of Meefia and Dardania to 
fettle in* Thus out of thefe two countries he formed a new 
province, called by fome the Aurelian Dacia \ by others New 
Dacia , to diftinguifll it from Trajan 9 s Dacia 9 which lay be- 
yond the Danube. The metropolis of this new province, 
which, according to Sanfon 9 comprehended the molt diftant 
parts of Bulgaria and Scrvia, was Sardica, now known to 
us by the name of Sofia, but called by the inhabitants Tria- 
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d/zz* m . The Goths i it feems, poflefled themfelvesof the coun- 
try, . which the emperor had abandoned. From Illyrieum 9 
the emperor marched into Thrace* with a defign to pats the 
winter there, and early in the fpring to crofi over into' Afia^ 
and lead his army againft the Perfians 9 upon what provocati- 
on hiftory does not inform us. But while he was wholly bent 
upon this war, death overtook him, and put a period to this, 
A eon/pt - and his other vaft deligns. Hiftorians give us the following 
ra V'°™~ account of his unhappy end. He fufpe&ed Mnefiheus 9 one 
tom^ a/ °* k' s freed-men and fecretaries, of fome extortion, and had 

threatened topunifh him. Hereupon Mneftheus y probably 
confeious to himfelf of the crime laid to his charge, and well 
acquainted with the emperor's cruel and inflexible temper, 
refolved to be beforehand with him. Accordingly, counter- 
feiting his matter's hand, he wrote a roll of the names of 
the chief officers in the army, and among the reft his own ; 
and {hewing it to thofe whofe names he had fet down, he told 
them, that he had found it in the emperor's clofet j that 
they were all doomed to deftruftion ; and that only by fome 
defperate attempt they could avert their impending ruin. 
They all believed him, and, prompted partly by fear, partly 
by indignation, to fee their fervices thus .rewarded, took, 
without hefitation, the refolution fuggefted to them by 
Adneftheus ; and a few days after, as the army was marching 
to a place named Ccencphrurium^ that is, the netv-cajtle 9 half 
way between Byzantium and Heraclea 9 they fell upon the 
emperor fword in had, while he was attended only by a 
Be is mur- f ma H guard, and difpatched him with many wounds, Pa~ 
tiered. p'feus writes, that he fell by the hand of Mucaptr, who, it 

feems, was a man of rank, fince he is ftyled general ; and 
a letter is ftill extant written to him by AureKan 9 wherein 
the emperor gives him an account of the vigorous oppofi- 
tion he met with from Zencbia at the fiege of Palmyra n . 
. The emperor muft have been killed about the latter end of 
January \ for his death was known at Rome on the third of 
February of this year 275, fo that he had reigned five full 
years ; and lived, according to the moft probable opinion, 
fixcy-three ». His death did not remain unpunifhed ; for the 
officers, r :who had killed liim, finding, foon after his death, 
that they had been impofed upon by MneJtheuS) threw him 
to the wild hcafl*, and buik a magnificent temple and tomb 
to the honour of the deceafed einpeior in the place where 
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he had been killed, the whole army folemnizing bis obTequies 
with the utmoft pomp and magnificence. All thofe who 
had had any hand in his death were either cut in pieces on 
the fpot by the enraged foldiery, or afterwards executed un- 
der his fucceflbrs Tacitus and Prohus. His death was much 
"lamented by the fenate, who, at the requeft of the army, 
ranked him among the gods ; but more by the people, whom 
he had obliged with more bounties and largeiles, than any 
of his predeceflbrs had done, jfurelian is commonly ftyled 
the reftorer of the empire, which after the evils it had fuf- H'* 
fered by the captivity of Valerian and indolence of Gallunus 9 rmQtr* 
began to revive under Claudius^ and was by Aurelian re- 
flored to its former ftrength and Juftre. He delivered Italy 
from the incur/Ions of the jilemanni* refcued the eaft from 
the (hameful yoke of a woman, humbled the Perfians f dill 
elated with the captivity of Valerian y re-united Gaul to the 
empire, and reftored to Romc^ Thrace and Il/yricum 9 over- 
run and opprefled by the barbarians. His arms were dreaded, 
and his friendfhip courted, by the mod diftant nations. 
He was a prince of great bravery, prudence, and generofity ; 
but as his exceflive cruelty over-balanced all his other good 
qualities, he is by Vopifcus and moil other writers ranked not 
among the good, but the ufeful, princes. In the beginning 
of his reign, he fcems to have countenanced the true reli- 
gion p ; but being afterwards feduced by wicked counfellors, 
he refolved utterly to extirpate the chriftian name, and had 
already taken up the pen to fign the bloody letters and edifts 
drawn up againft them, when a fudden flafli of lightning 
ft ruck the pen out of his hand, and filled both him and all 
about him with terror and difmay. However, as the effects 
of fear, which flops die hand without changing the heart, 
are but fliort-livcd, he returned to his former rcfblution, and 
publilhed againft us, fays Laclantius^ edicts of blood and 
daughter, which ferved only to draw vengeance from 
heaven upon his own head q ; for before his edicts reached 
the more diftant provinces, he was afiaffinatcd in the man- 
ner we have related above. Hence this is not by the eccle- 
fiaflic writers reckoned one of the ten general persecutions, 
though fcveral champions of the faith Suffered martyrdom 
in the provinces, where his edicts were publiflied. Of Au- 
relian^ Vic? iv the younger obferves, that he appeared in pub- 
lic with a diadem on his head, which no emperor had dared 
to do before hnn. ysrnaneks writes, that Dioclefian was 
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the lirft Roman emperor who pre fumed to wear that royal 
ornament r . But that he, and not Vi&or,, was miftaken, 
appears from one of the duke of ArfcboP* medals, on which 
Aurelian is reprefented with a crown on his head refembling 
our ducal crowns f . The fucceeding princes followed hit ^ 
example ; but the diadem was not commonly worn till the 
time of Conjlantint. Of the writers, who flour ilhcd under 

this prince, we {hail fpeak in our note (Z). 

As 

r John. reg. c. 23. p. 445. * Arfchotana ntunifm. Croii 

ducis, tab. 63. Antwerp, ann. 1604* Spanhem. 1. viii. p. 682, 

(Z) Under Aurelian flour ifhed two celebrated philofophers, Lon* 
gintrs and Amelias. The former, named CaJJtus Longinus, and like* 
wife Dionyfius, which name is prefixed to his treatife on the Juh- 
iime 9 is by moft writers thought to have been a native of Athens 
(74). From Vopifcus it appears, that he could not write in the 
Syriac tongue (75); and confequently, that he was not by birth 
a Syrian, as fome have afTerted. His family, it feems, came 
originally from that country (76) ; for his mother FrentomJet was 
filler to Fronto of Eme/a in Phoenicia, who taught rhetoric at A* 

ihens in the reign of S events, publ ifhed many works, and dying in 
that city, bequeathed his eftate to his nephew (77^- Longiutts 9 
when he was yet very young* travelled with his father into fevcral 
countries, which gave him an opportunity of becoming acquaint* 
ed with all the great philofophers of thofe times. In one of 
his works, which Porphyrins, his epitomizer, has conveyed to us. 
he names ievcra! philofophers of different feds, among whom the 
r.ioil famous are Phtims, his difciple Amelias, Ammonites, achrifti- 
un phiiolepher, and one Or/genes. Longinus was a long time the 
difciple of chr two Jatrer . 78 . He profefled and caught the 
piiiiolbphy of Piato t and ind the celebrated philofopher Porphy- 
rins for h's difciple, who re! I* u*. that he and ibir.e other philo- 
fophers were fevicd a: A: bens by I.ontfnut on P/ato's birth -day 
(79). Lex r ;,»;;t ww- no: only a grca: phiiofopher, but the be/I 
cni.c and orator of hi? and 10 well verird in the various 

branches of lirenrure, that He wa> commonly fly led a tr nature *f 
hnmvUdge, ami r //•i//v l j library . 80 . He was a man, fays 
napiu*. of r.n extraordinary d if comment in difcovcring beauties 
jird faui-s in tne writing- of other*. »*»d therein furpafled all 
men v Si}. He waf chained* toy. that writer, without telling us 

Jobs:''. /. iii. r/. . /». : V.i. f7" N -£♦'••*■ vit. p. 2 IQ. 
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As all the chief officers in the army had been concerned in 

Che death of Aurelian, the foldiers, by whom he was greatly 

beloved, 



fcy whom, to write critical differtatxons on the works of the an- 
Itients, and hit judgment was preferred to what others had writ- 
tell on the fame fubject be/ore him (8z). He taught Zenobim 
the Gmk tongue, efpoufed her caufe with great warmth again/; 
Aurelian, and was iuppofed to hare dictated the letter which chat 
princeft wrote to the emperor during the fiege of Palmyra. 
That letter fo provoked Aurelian, that, upon the reduction of the 
place, he caufed the fuppofed author of it to be put to death ; 
which he fuffered with great firmnefs and intrepidity, comforting 
thofe who were affected with his misfortune* This bafe revenge re- 
flected no final) dimonour on Aurelian ; for the lofsof fo great 
a man was looked upon as a public calamity (84). He left many 
works behind him very ufeful, fay s Zofimtu ( 8 c ), to fuch as de- 
fire to be inftructed in the fciences, and which were admired by 
all the world. He mull have begun to write very early, if 
what Porphyrias afTerted be true, «p/je. that Grigen, who died in 
read with application his works (86). Eufebius quotes a 
paffage out of one of his works, fhewing the abfurdity of the 
opinion of the Stoics, concerning the foul (87). Porphyrias men- 
tions a work of his upon ntehemence, inferibed to Porphyrin him- 
feif, and to one Cleodamas (88) ; and the preface of another upen 
the Supreme Being, add re fifed to one Marcellsss, wherein he con- 
futed the opinions of Plotinus and Amelius (So), quoting a work 
which he had written againft Porphyrias htmfeff, for his having 
preferred the opinion of Phthsut to what he had learnt of him 
concerning ideas : in the fame preface he made mention of a long 
letter, which he had written, to Amelias againft fome particular 
fentiments of Plotinus, and upon Plato* s opinion touching juftice 
(90). Porpkyrius gives us the abdract of a letter, which Longi- 
nas wrote to him about the year 2 70, deiiring him to fend him 
the works of Plotinus, and to leave Sicily, where Porphyrias then 
was, and come to him in Phoenicia. Porphyrias adds, that if 
his affairs had allowed him to go thither, Langinus would have 
better under/food the fentiments of Plotinus, and faved himfclf 
the trouble of confuting them (gt). The fame writer quotes 
three other works of Longinus, viz. on principles ; or firfi caufes, 
on the Jove of antiquity, and on men 0/ letters (qz). Saidat 
mentions fevcral philological pieces publiihed by Longinus (91) % 

(S2J. Idem slid. (83) A"r. vit. p. 210. Zcf. I. u 
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beloved, not able to prevail upon themfelves to name any of 
them in his room, wrote to the fenate, acquainting them 

with 

but takes no notice of his treatife on the fublime, the only in tire 
work of Longinus which has reached our times, and fully anfwers^ 
the <zreat idea which the an tie ts raife in us of its author* 
Crfciliui, who flour ifhed in the time of Augujlus, wrote a treatife 
on the fublime ; but contented himfclf only with Viewing ia 
what true fubiimenefs confifted, without prefcribing any rules 
leading us to the attainment of it, which is the chief fubject of 
Longinus* $ treatiie, handled in a manner worthy of fo great a 
writer. Among the inllances he alledges of thofe who have 
written in a a ityle truly fublime, and fuitable to the greatnefs 
of their fubjeel, he fpeaks of Mofes thus : The Jewifli legiflator, 
who was no common man, having filled his mind with fublime notions 
of the grandeur and power of God, expreffed them at the beginning 
of his I anus in a fiyle answering the mighty fuhjeB ; God /aid, Let 
there be light , and there was light ; let the earth appear, and it 
was fo (94). Longinus inferibed this work to one Pofthumiut 
Terentianuj, his intimate friend, and a man of letters, whom fome 
writers take to be the fame perfon with Terentianus Mourns, who 
publifhed feveral works, fome of which have reached our times. 
But of him we have fpoken in the reign of Dsrniiian (95) ; for he 
flour ifhed according to Vofjius, under that prince. 

Amelias, againft whom Longinus wrote, was a philofopher of 
great note among the Platonics (96) . Suidasfcys he was of Apamea, 

but Porpbyrius ai Aires us, that he was born iu Hetruria : perhaps 

his family came originally from Apamea in Syria, and fettled in 
Hetruria. Cyrillus of Alexandria fuppofes Atutlius and Gentilianus to 
have been one and the fame perfon ; and quotes for that Porphyrins, 
who tells us in exprefs terms, that Amelius was like wife called Gen- 
tilianus (97) He was difciple to Plotinus, and greatly attached to 
him ; for he lived twenty-four years with him at Rome, from the 
third year of Philip to the firft of Claudius, that is, from the year 
246, to the beginning of 269 (98^. He had ftudied before un- 
der Lyfimaebus , a fto ic philofopher ^99^. He was at Apamea in 
Syria at the beginning of the year 270, when Plotinus died. He 
was a very laborious man, and is faid to have compofed an hun- 
dred volumes, containing only what he had heard of Plotinus in 
the frequent conferences that philofopher had held with him and 
others of the fame feci (100). in the year 263, he had not 
yet publifhed any thing of his own ; but before the death of 
Plotinus, he wrote forty books againft magic, and the heretics 

(94^ Long. e. 8. p, 20. (95) Set Vol. XIV. /. 455, 

not* (96) Eufeb pr<tpar. I. xi c. 18. p. 540. (97) Cyril/, 

in Jul. I. viii. < 6. p. 283. Plot. <vit.p. 5. (98) Plot. ntit. 

P 3. C99) Mm 9 f *3- (*°o) Mm. p< 3. 
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with the death of the emperor, and .referring to them the 
choice of a new prince. When their letter was read, Taci- 
tus* 

called Gnoftics (1). He com po fed one in three days time, (hewing 
in what chiefly the doctrine of Phtimus differed from that of Afe- 
mines. This piece he info i bed to Porphyrins by a letter, which 
is fti II extant ( 2). To him he like wife add re fled fome other 
works, to clear up the difficulties he met with in the doctrine of 
Plotinus. Amelias and Plotinus were, in the opinion of Lenginus. 
the only philofophers who, in his time, publifhed works worth 
perufing (3). The tenets of thefe two philofophers were the 
fame, but Amelias explained them more, perhaps too much, at 
length ; and hence probably it was that his works were greatly 
neglected and undervalued by the Platonics themfelyes. about rhe 
latter end of the following century (4). Eufebius 1 5 , Theodora (6), 
and Cyrillus of Alexandria (7}, produce a paflageout at his wo*ks, 
wherein he quotes the beginning of Sc. Johns gofpel. Tbeodsrct 
calls him the chief of the fchool of Porphyrins, that is, of Ploti- 
huj, w ho fe ten e ts we re he J d by Porphyrias ( 8 ) . «Sa idas wr i : c s , that 
Porphyrias was inllructed by him, in the principles of the Platonic 
philofophy ( o,\ About the fame time flourifhed one Amlroc/idrs \ 
author of a piece upon the fophiib, who made extcmpoiary 
fpeeches in that work he mentions Porphyrias ; whence Suidas 
concludes him to have Hourifhcd at the fame time. He was the fou 
of one Synefius of Philadelphia in Lydia ; 10). 

Some hiftorians too flour ifhed under Aurelietn % viz. Call i crates 
of Tyre t whom Vopifcus ftyles the moil learned of ail the Greek 
hiftorians of his time ( 1 1 ) 5 and Thco, lists, or Thesn, of Chios, as 
fome critics conjecture (u), Both thefe hiftorians wrote (he life 
of Aurtlian ; but dwelt, it feems, too much cn moft trifling inci- 
dents (13)* Nicomachus, another Greek hiitorian, wrote at the 
fame time ; for Vopifcus tells us, that he copied from him the 
letter which Zenohia wrote to Awelian ; that Zmobia dictated it 
in the Syriac language j and that Nicomachus tranfl.it ed it into 
Greek, in which language it was fent to Awelian, who had wrirtea 
to her in the fame dialect (»4). Vojfius takes this to be the j\V- 
comachus who tranferibed, as wc read in Sidomus' K \ r), and corrected, 
the life of Apollanius Tyaneus, in confronting it \vi;h the original 
of Phi loft rat us (lb). Aurelianus Fejlivus, a freedman of the err.pe- 

(n ldem % p< 10. (2) Idem, p. 11. la\m % p. w 

(4) Eufib.pr*p. /.XI. C II. c. 9. /). 140. ( Idem ibid. (6 Theod. 
de cw and Grarcor affeci* />• ^OO, (7) Cyr.inJ.uLl \\\\.p. 2H , 
(S Thsod. ibid. ^9) Said, at. f. I9S (10; ldem,x t p it. j « 

(i\ ) Fit. Aurel p. 209 [u) Vide J'tjr hift. G,«c I. iv. c. 

I'itp 4 8 S ( ! 31 ditr. <vit. p. z 1 0, I 14J Idim, p. Si 8. 
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The army tus 9 who was at that time prince of the fenate, and voted the 
refer the firft, declared, that he was for referring the choice of a new 
election of emperor to the army, as the army bad done to the fenate : For 
a new tubat difputes^ faid he, and di/iurbances will inevitably et?fue % 
*? nC f *° Jhould not the army approve of the per/on whom we name ? The 
and I**/' ^ natc acquiefced to his propofal ; but the foldiers referred the 

mate* to* the cno ' ce a iccon( l am * a tmrc * time to tnc fenate, M the fenate 
or diJ to the foldiers 5 fo that the empire, by this reciprocal ex- 

change of compliments, and commendable difpute between rhe 

fenate and army, remained near eight months without a head , 

ror Aurelian* wrote the hiftory of his reign, or at leaft part of it % 
with the life of Firmus* who ufurped the title of emperor in 
Egypt (17)- Pojfius ranks him, Cornelius Capitolinus, who wrote the 
hillory of Zenobia* and Gellius Fufcus, who wrote the life of f#- 
tricus tyrant of Gaul, among the Latin writers, no doubt, on ac- 
count of their names ; for Voptfcus* who quotes the two former, 
and wrote in the reign of Conftantius Cblorus* tells as, that fome 
Greek* but no Latin author, had undertaken before him to write 
the hiilory of Aurclian't reign (18). Erennius Dexippus* by birth 
an Athenian* by profeflion an orator, the fon of another Dexippus* 
flourifhed under Aurelian, and was reckoned one of the greateit 
orators Greece had ever produced (19). His ftyfe, fays Pbotius* was 
grave and majeftic ; his words expieflive ; his phrafes proper, and 
well fuited to the fubje<5l ; fo that he may be called a fecond Tbu- 
cydides ; but in clearnefs he far excels the firft (20). Though he 
was a man of letters, yet he fought with fuccefs at the head of 
his countrymen againit the Goths, or Heruli* in the year 267(21). 
He wrote the hillory of the Roman emperors from Alexander to 
Claudius* with no lefs concifenefs, lays Capitolinus (22). than fince- 
rity ; whence he xs often quoted by him and Trebcllius Pollio* 
who ftyle his hillory, the hiftory of the times. He wrote a feparate 
hillory of the wars of the Romans with thr Scythians* which he 
intit'ed Scytbica. This Pbotius preferred, fur the elegance of ftyle, 
to all his other works (23). He likewile wrote in four books the 
hillory of the fucceiTors of Alexander the Great (24). Tojfius aicrxbes 
to him the book on Ariftotle^ categories, which has reached our 
times (2 5). .But others maintain, that Dexippus* the author of 
that work, was difciple to Iamb lie bus* who flourifhed in the reign 
of Julian the apoflate (26). We ought perhaps to diftinguifh 
Jikewife Dexippus* the author of fome comedies (27;, from the hif- 
torian, though VcJJius confounds them ( 28 J. 

(17) Firm. *vit. p. 244. (18) dur. <vit. p. 209. (19) Said* 
2. p. 659. Euncep c.z p 21. k 20; Pbot c 82. p. 200. (21) Gal- 
lien, a/it. p 1S1. ('2 2) Gspit* p. 150. (23) Phot, e* 8t. p. 
too. (14) Idem ibid p. 201. (25)^^^.243. (26) John/. 

L Y\\.p 299. (27) Smd p. 1 5 16. (28) Voff. bifl. Grarc. L 

ii. r. 16 /. 243. 

and 
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and nevertheless no ufurper ftarted up during that time ; no 
difturbances happened, either at Rome or in the provinces. 
But the barbarians, in the mean time, raking advantage of 
the intcr-regnum, began to put themfelves in motion. The 
Germans 9 that is, the Lyges 9 the Pranks , the Burgundiones 9 
and the Vandals , broke into Gaul; the Goths threatened ///p- 
ricum \ anJ every one expected that the Perfians 9 againii 
whom Aurelian had declared war, would not continue long 
quiet. Thefe things Velius Cornificius Gordianus 9 then con- 
futl, laid before the fenate on the twenty- fifth of September 
and earneffly p relied them to proceed, without further delay, 
to the election of a new prince. He concluded his fpecch by 
telling them, That the empire could no longer fubfift without 
a head, and that the army would either accept the prince 
whom they chofe, or, rejecting him, chute another. There 
had been feme talk before of raifing Tacitus to the empire, 
who thereupon had withdrawn into Campania , and lived there 
two months in retirement ; but being recalled by the fenate, 
he was prefent at this meeting held on the twenty-fifth of 
September ; and after the conful Gordianus had ended his fpeech, 
he rofe up to deliver his opinion firit, as prince of the fenate ; 
but before he had uttered a (ingle word, the whole a/Tern bly 
cried out with one voice, fVe falute you 9 Tacitus, emperor : to Tacit us 
you we commit the care of the ftatc 9 and the world. Take the unanimouf 
empire given you by the authority of the fenate : your rank 9 h chofen 
ywr cha raSier , your paji conducl 9 deferve it. He attempted h the fe- 
to excufe himfelf in regard of his great age (for he was then nat *< 
feventy-hve) ; but they all cried out, That other erriperors, 
ftricken in years, had governed with great applaufe ; that they 
wanted not a foldier, but an emperor ; not a ftrong body,' 
but a vigorous mind ; and that he had a brother, who would 
bear with him part of the burden. After this was taken the 
fuffrage of each fenator in particular, when Metius Falconius 
Nlcomach'Mi the eldeft confular, after having in an elegant 
fpeech beftowed the higheft encomiums upon Tacitus 9 inlarg- 
ed in a very affecting manner on the many evils attending the 
adminiftrarion of young and unexperienced princes, and con* 
jured Tacitus 9 by the love he bore his country, not to leave 
the empire to his fons, who were yet children, but to name 
for his' fuccetfbr a per Ion, whom he judged equal to fo great 
a truft, if the ftate were, by the immutable decrees of* the 
Fates 9 deprived of him before his children attained to maturi- 
ty of age. He added, that to difpofe of the fenate, the peo- 
ple of Rome 9 and the whole empire, in the fame manner as 
he difpofed of his houfes, lands, and (laves, was repugnant 
to the lavr* of juft'ice and equity 5 and that nothing would fo 

E e 2 much 



22a 



The Roman Hiftory. 



Book III. 



much commend his name to all future ages, as to (hew at his. 
d ;ath, that he loved the republic above his family and ifiiie *♦ 
When Metius had ended his fpeech, the fenators all to a man 
cried out* Tacitus is emperor. The decree was accordingly 
drawn up, inverting him with the fovercign power, and fign- 
ed by all the fenators, even by Tacitus himfelf. From the 
fenate they all went to the field of Mars* where JElius Cefe~> 
1 1 anus, then governor of Romc^ declared to the foldiers and 
people aflembled there the election of Tacitus y which was 
received with the ufual acclamations *. 

The prcfent emperor, named on his coins M. Claudi- 
us Tacitus , but, by Fopifcus* Aurelianus^ or Aurelius^ Ta- 
citus, acknowledged Cornelius Tacitus^ the celebrated hif- 
forian, for his kiufman ; and therefore, to fecure his inimi- 
1 1 dc performance againft the injuries of time, he ordered 
ten copies of it to be tranferibed every year, and to be lodg- 
ed in the public libraries, and in the cabinets of the learned ; 
but notwithstanding his care, only a fmall part of what 
tii.it excellent hiftorian wrote, has reached our times. The 
emperor, as we have hinted above, was ftricken in years, 
but had fever al children, who were very young* Flo- 
r'uvms, name.! on the antient coins M* Jfnnius Florianus^ 
His pre- was only his uterine brother* All we know of his preferments 
ferments. ; Si tint he had been conful, and was, at the time of his election, 

prince of the fenate. He was a man of learning, of a mild 
temper, an enemy to all pomp, and a great admirer of the 
manners of the primitive Romans. When he was created 
emperor, he gave his immenfe eftate to the public, allotting 
!*arc of it for the repairing and beautifying of the temples. 
What readv money he had by him, he diftributed among the 
folJier?. He fet at liberty all the flaves he had at Rome, and 
caufed his houfe to be pulled down, in order to build public 
baths in the place where it flood. His temperance and regu- 
larity, his ceconomy and. care of the public money, his im- 
ptrtiality in the ad mini ft ration of jtiftice, are much commend- 
ed by tiie authors of his life. In the firft fpeech he made to 
the fen are he declared, that he would t ran fait nothing without 
Mcir coufent and authority ; and then propofed the two fol- 
lowing; laws, which were received with great applaufe, and 
confirmed bv a decree ; viz. that whoever fhould mix metals 
of with a hafcr fort lhould forfeit his eftate and life ; that flaves 
Av Jjmut. fhoul 1 not be admitted as witnefles again ft their m afters, even 

in cafes of treafon. In the fame fpeech he defired the conful- 
fitin fur his brother Fiarianus ; but the fenate did not think fit 

1 Tacit, fit. p. 227— 231, » Idem ibid. 
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to grant him his requeft ; which he was fo far from refcnting, 
that, on the contrary, he feemed highly pleafed with the li- 
berty they had taken, faying, / am glad they know him. From 
the very beginning of his reign he applied himfelf to the fup- 
prcifing of fcveral abuies which ftill prevailed in Rome. By 
one edict he put down all the brothei-houfes ; by another he 
ordered all the public baths to be ihut up at fanfet ; and by a 
third prohibited all forts of gold tiflue and gilding. He re- 
fpe&ed the memory of the good emperors, and caufcd a tem- 
ple to be built to their honour, and faennces to be offered to 
them on their feveral anniverfaries. He paid a particular re- 
gard to Auveliariy and prevailed upon the ftnate to decree him 
a frame of gold, to be fet up in the capitol, and others of 
filver, to be placed in the fenate, in the temple of the fun, 
and in the fquare of Trajan w . The fenate, overjoyed for the 
recovery of their antient right of creating emperors, order- 
ed public proceflions, vowed hecatombs, appeared in white 
garments, feafred their friends, and wrote letters to all the 
irates and cities in alliance with Rome, acquainting them, 
that they were at length reftored to their former authority j 
that the kings and princes of the barbarians were to apply to* 
them > and that all appeals from the proconfuls were to be 
made, not to the emperor, or the captain of the guards, but 
to the governor of Rome, from whom they might appeal to 
the fenate *. The new prince was fcarce well fettled in the 
empire, when news was brought him, that incredible multi- 
tudes of barbarians were advancing from the Pa/as Macth 
through Colchis 1 pretending to have been invited by jfurclian 
to autit him in his intended expedition againft the Per/tans. 
Tacitus immediately left Rome, and arriving in Thrace y where Tacitns 
he was received by the army with the greateft demonstrations marcher 
of joy imaginable, pa fled from thence over into Afia y defeat- againft the 
cd the barbarians, and obliged them to return into their own barbartant 
country The following year, the emperor entered upon 
his fecond confuHhip, having & mi li anus for his collegue ; and' em ' 
having pa (led the winter in Cilicia^ was preparing to return 
to Italy , when he was, according to fome writers, feized with 
a violent diftcmpcr, which, in a few days, put an end to his 
life ; but, according to others, killed by his own foldiers *. 
He died at Tar/us in Cilicia^ or, as others write, at Tiann in Cap- ff; s death 
fadocia^ after a (hort reign of about fix months. Upon his 
death, his brother Flcrianus^ whom he had appointed captain 
of the guards, caufed himfelf to be proclaimed emperor, and 

w Idem, p 232. * Tdem, p. 23 r, 232. *ZoNAR.p. 
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Florianus was acknowledged in all the provinces of Europe and Africa ; 

mffumes the but the legions quartered in Syria, Phoenicia, Palejline, and 
emjfhe; but Egypt, declared for Probus, whom Tacitus had appointed 
w«wr^rr^ comnian j er Q f a jj t j, e f orccs j n the eaft. Hereupon a civil 

*** **** war was kindled in the bowels of the empire, while the bar- 
barians were ready to invade it on all fides. Florianus gained 
at fir ft Come advantages over his competitor ; but as the troops 
under his command were more addi&ed to Probus than to 
him, they began to mutiny, and^ at the approach of Probus, 
who was refolved to put the whole to the iflue of a general 
engagement, fell upon their own leader, cut him in pieces, 
after he had reigned about two months, and joined Probsts^ 
This happened in the neighbourhood of Tarfus in Ciiicia. The 
Probus death of Florianus was no fooner known in Europe arid Afri- 
proclaimed ca, than the armies every-where proclaimed Probus emperor, 
emperor, and the fenate readily confirmed their election, honouring the 

new emperor with the title, of Augu/iutj father of his country 4 
high pontiff, Sec. and inverting him with the tribunitial and 
proconf jiar power ; for they all entertained a great opinion of 
hisjuftice, equity, moderation, &c. and looked upon him as 
a perfon in every refpe£fc qualified for the difcharge of fb 
great a trufr. : and truly, if Pvpifcus is to be credited, he was 
one of the beft and greateft princes that ever Cwzyed a fcep- 
tre. Th.it writer, prefers him to Trajan, Adrian, Antoninus, 
Hitch** Alexander, Claudius, nay, and to Auguflus hirnfelf. He was, 
ra&er. fays he, an excellent commander, an able ftatefman, a friend 

to virtue, an enemy to vice, generous* affable, good-natured, 
and, in fhorr, endowed with every good quality commenda- 
ble in" a prince He was a native of Sirmium in Pannonia. 
ExtraSioH His father, by name Maximus, was, itf his youth, by profef- 
axdprefir- (ion a gardener; but afterwards lifting hirnfelf among the 
mentt. troops, he was rai fed to ; the poflf of tribune ; and married a 

woman of rank, by whom he had one fon, the prefent em- 
peror, and a daughter, of whom we find no farther mention 
in hiftory. Probus entered into the army when very young, 
and having diffinguifhed hirnfelf on many occafions under 

Paler tan, Galiienus, Claudius, and Aurelian, he was by thefe 
princes raifed to the higheft pofts.of the army, and employed, 
always with fuccefs, in the many wars which they waged with 
the barbarians n . He was about. forty- four years old, accord- 
ing to the chronicle of Alexandria, when preferred to the 
empire. His election was no fooner confirmed by the fenate, 
than lie left Ciiicia, and returned to Europe. He palled the 
winter in Pjnnonia, and having there taken upon him his 

i 

• Prob. vie. p. 233, 234., 241. ■ Idem. p. 23J— 337. 

firft 



Chap. 24. The. Roman Hijlory. aij 

firft confulfhip, and named M, Aurelius Paulinus for bis col- 
legue, he fee out in the fpring for Gaul, where the Franks 
and other German nations had committed dreadful ravages. 
He is faid to have fought in that province many fuccefsf \A fj g j f fi m 
battles, to have killed near four hundred tboufand of the bar- vers Gaul 
barians, and to have obliged the reft to quit the booty they from the 
had taken, and fave themfelves by flight beyond the Rhine, barbarians 
Having thus reftored Gaul to its former tranquillity, he pafled andreduees 
the Rhine at the head of his vi&oricms army, and made war g reat t*** 
upon the enemy in their own country, with greater fuccefs •/ ^ e|u 
than any of his predeceflbrs had ever done, as appears from m * nv * 
the account which he himfelf tranfinitted to the fen ate in the 
following letter : 44 I return thanks to the immortal gods, 
44 confeript fathers, who have given manif'eft tokens of their 
44 approving your choice in railing me ro the empire. Ger- 
44 many j that wide and extenfive country, is intirely fubdued. 
44 Nine kings of different nations have thrown themfelves 
44 proftrate at my feet, or rather at yours. All the barba- 
44 rians now plough and fqw for you, nay, and fight for you. 
44 Return therefore thanks to the gods for fu fignal a con- 
44 queft. Four hundred tboufand of the enemy have been 
44 cut in pieces ; fixteen thoufand have been in. orporatcd in 
44 our troops. We have recovered fixty great cities which 
44 they had taken, and delivered Gaul from the yoke under 
44 which it groaned. The crowns of gold, with which the 
44 cities of Gaul have prefented me, 1 have tranfmitted to 
44 you, to be confecrated, and, by ypur hands, offered to 
44 the great Jupiter* and to the other gods and goddefles. 
44 We have not only recovered the booty which they had 
44 taken, but inriched ourfelves with their fpoils. The fields 
44 of Gaul are ploughed with the cattle of the barbarians ; 
44 their Iheep are inclofed in our folds, and our magazines 
46 are filled with their corn : in (hort, wc have left them*no- 
" thing but the bare foil. I have had fame* thoughts of re- 
44 ducing Germany to a Roman province ; but the republic, 
44 exhauftcd with fo many wars, is not perhaps at prcfent in 
44 a condition to maintain the additional troops which muft 
44 be raifed for that purpofe Fops feus adds, that he drove 
the enemy beyond the Elb and the Necker* and built a great 
many forts in the country lying between thofe rivers and the 
Rhine* which he might have eafily reduced to a Roman pro- 
vince \ but did not think it advif'cable to burden the republic 
with new troops, which he mutt have railed, and left there, 
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to keep thofe warlike natipns in awe. Zofimut tells us, that 
one of the battles, which he fought with the Logi t a German 
nation, probably the fame people whom Tacitus calls Lyges* 
lafted two days, the armies being parted only by night ; that 
the victory inclined fometimes to the Romans , and fotnetirnca 
to the Germans y who fought with incredible bravery ; but 
that the former at length prevailed, by the bravery of Pro- 
bus y and not only gave the enemy a total overthrow, but took 
their king, by name Semnen 9 prifoncr, with his foiis, and 
the flower of their nobility ; whom, however, the empe- 
wr- ror a f terwar< j s f ct at liberty, upon their reftoring to htm all 
Lo^'aL booty am * prisoners they had taken 1. The fame writer 
Burundi* a( ^ s » lnat m another engagement with the Burgundians and 
ans, and Panda is on the banks of the Rhine ^ betook their king Igillus 
the Van- priforier, with rmny others of thofe two nations, whom lie 
dalt. tranfplauted into Britain , where they proved very fcrvicea- 

ble to the Romans upon all Editions and infurrection*. ^. They 
fettled perhaps in Cambridge/hire \ for Gervafius Tiiburienfis 
mentions an old vallum in that county, which he calls Van- 
deijburgy and fays, it was the work of the Vandals r . 

The following year, the emperor entered upon his fecond 
confuHhip, having Lupus for his collegue, and early in the 
fpring fet out from Gaul, and bending his march through 
Rhcetia* he arrived mlllyricum % whence the Sarmatians y who 
had made an irruption into that province, withdrew, upon 
the news of his approach, leaving their booty behind them. 
Frjm Illyricum he purfued his march into Thrace^ where he 
wa* m;t by deputies from all the Gothic nations, feat by their 
refpeftive dates and princes to fue for peace, and court his 
7^Gothif r ; cn j(hjp f . Having thus fettled peace and tranquillity in all 
/ue for th j provinces of Europe he pafled over into Ajii* and en - 
pcs.ee . tering Ifaun'a 9 which had revolted from Rome 9 a* we have 

related above, after many dangerous conflicts with the Ifau- 
Ifanna te* r i an ro bbers, and Palfurius their leader, whom lie tooic and 
duced. put to death, he intirely reduced that country, traniplanted 

the inhabitants into diftant provinces, and divioed Ifauria 
among his veterans, upon condition that they mould fend 
their fons, as fuon as they attained the age of cighrecn, to 
ferve in the armv, left, trufting to their rocks and mountains, 



they mould follow the example of the anticnt inhabitants, and 
turn robbers l . From Ifauria the emperor marched into Sy- 
ria 9 where he entered upon his third confuHhip, having Pa- 

' Zoa. 1. i. p. 864. * Idem ibid. p. 86?. ' Vide 
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umus for his collegue, and early in the fpring led his army 
againft the Blemyes, a barbarous nation, dwelling between 
Egypt and Ethiopia, who had made themfelves matters of 
Coptos and Ptolemais in Thebais, and (truck terror into the 
neighbouring countries. Probus defeated them with great TttWe* 
daughter, recovered the a vove- mentioned cities, took a great niycs^r- 
number of the barbarians prifoners, and fent them to Rome, 
where their extraordinary figure, fays V opt feus, raifed great 
admiration- in the Roman people °. Pliny had defcrtbed them, 
many years before, as a people without heads, and having 
their mouths and eyes in their breafts Some writers think, 
that the fhortnefs of their necks gave rife to this fable. The 
king of Perfia, Varan** II. alarmed at the fame of the vic- 
tories gained by Pr obits over fo fierce and warlike a nation, 
fent embafladors to him, with rich prefents, to fue for peace ; 
but the emperor, not fatisfied with their propofals, refufed the tffo p e rfi- 
prefents, and fent back the deputies j which fo terrified the ans fue fif 
king, that he concluded a peace with Probus upon his own peace. 
terms *. The eaftern provinces being thus fettled in peace, 
the emperor returned to Thrace, where he allotted lands to 
one hundred thoufand Bafiarn*, a Scythian nation, of whom 
we fhull have frequent occafion to fpeak hereafter. They all 
remained faithful to him ; but the Gepidee, Juthungi* and 
Vandals, to whom he allotted lands in the fame province, re- 
volted while the emperor was engaged in domeftic wars, 
which broke out the following year. From Thrace the em- p ro j, Ui 
peror returned to Rome, and there triumphed over the G#r- triumphs: 
mans and Blemyes f, and diverted the people for feveral days 
together with all forts of (hows, combats, and entertain- 
ments. And now no foreign nation daring to attempt an in- 
vafion, peace reigned throughout the whole empire ; but this 
general tranquillity was foon difturbed by domeftic broils, 
which fir ft broke out in the eaft, where Sext. Julius Satur- 
ninusj as he is ftyled on the antient coins, was. proclaim- Saturnmut 
ed emperor. He was, according to fome, a native of revolts. 
Mauritania, according to others, of Gaul, and had dif- 
tinguiflied himfclf in many wars ; for he is faid to have 
reftored tranquillity to Gaul, to have recovered Africa from 
the Moors > and appeafed the difturbanccs that had long pre- 
vailed in Spain The emperor Aurelian had appointed him 
commander of the troops quartered en the frontiers of the 
eaftern provinces, and at the fame time ordered him never 
to fet foot in Egypt, fearing, fays Vopifcus^ as he was well 

u Idcm ibid. " Plim. 1. v. e. 8. » Prob. vit. p. 239. 
r Idem, p. 240. * Saturn, vit. p # 244. Z01, p. 663, Goltz. 
p. 1 16. Bi r ag, p. 309, 
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acquainted with the ambitious temper of the Gauls, and the 
ftrange inclination of the Egyptians to novelty, left he might 
be prompted by them to afftime the fovereignty. Notwith- 
ftanding this prohibition, Saturninus being led by his curiofity 
to vifitEgypt, he no fooner appeared at Alexandria, than lie 
was by that turbulent and reftlefs people proclaimed em- 
peror. He declined at firft that dignity, and, quitting Alex- 
andria, returned in great hafte to Pale flint : but afterwards, 
apprehending, that what had already happened * might give 
Probus no fmall umbrage, and occafion his ruin, he fuffercd 
himfelf to be proclaimed emperor, (hedding many tears am id ft 
the acclamations of the foldiery and populace*. Zonaras 
writes, that Probus, who had a great kindnefs for him, net 
believing he had revolted, caufed the perfon to be punUhed 
who brought him the firft news of his rebellion. He after- 
wards wrote feveral kind letters to him ; but his foldicrs 
threatening him with death, if he hearkened to, or complied 
with, the emperor's offers, he was forced to reject them. 
Hereupon Probus difpatched fome troops again ft them, which 
being joined by others in the eaft, engaged Saturninus, put 
him to flight, and obliged him to ihelter himfelf in the citadel 
of Apamea, which they took by ftorm, and put the whole 
garifon, together with Saturninus, to the fword. The em- 
peror, who defigned to pardon him, (hewed no fmall con* 
cern for his death t>. The following year Mejfala and Gratus 
being confute, two ufurpers ftarted up in Gaul, Proeulus and 
Bonofus. The former was a native of Albingaunum, now Al- 
btnga, fubjeft to the republic of Genoa. His anceftors had 
been famous robbers, and had, by their robberies, acquired 
immenfe wealth ; for Proeulus is faid to have armed two thou- 
fand (laves of his own when he revolted. In his youth he 
had been himfelf a robber ; but entering afterwards into the 
army, he had fignalized himfelf by many noble exploits. He 
was tribune, and had the command of feveral legions, when 
he took upon him the title of emperor, prompted thereunto 
chiefly by his wife, called bxxWiturgia, and afterwards Samp- 
fo, a woman of great ambition and a manly courage, and by 
the inhabitants of Lyons, who had been treated with great 
feverity by Aurelian, and apprehended the like treatment from 
Probus. He was proclaimed emperor at Cologn, and ac- 
knowledged, according to Vopifcus, in Narbonne Gaul, Bri* 
tain, and Spain, The fame writer tells us, that he defeated 
the Alemanni in feveral battles j but was himfelf at laft over- 
come by Probus, and forced to take refuge among the Franks, 
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from whom he pretended to derive his origin. The Franks h b*tr*jt4 
promifed him their affiftance 5 but, inftead of performing by the 
their promife, they betrayed him to the emperor, by whom Franks, 
he was puniflted according to his deferts «• Bonofus f or ai ***t"* ** 
Jie is ftyled on the antient coins, j^. Bonofus * was descended ****** 
Of a Spanijh family, but born in Britain. His father kept 4 
public fchool, and taught children the fir# rudiments of the 
Latin tongue. The fon entered early into £he army, and 
railed himfelf by degrees from the low rank of a co/nmon 
foldier to the pod of general, and was employed as fuch tp 
guard the frontiers of Rhaetia ; but having fuffered the Gr/r- 
mans to furprife and burn the Rqman fleet on the Rhine y his 
dread of being punifhed for this neglect, prompted him to 
aflume the fovereignty, and caufe himfelf to be proclaimed 
emperor by the troops under his command. He maintained Bonofus 
himfelf in that dignity longer than was expected, and fought proclaimed 
feveral battles with Probus ; but being at length reduced to tmperor. 
great ftraits, he chofe rather to ftrangle himfelf, than to Is over- 
fall into the hands of the conqueror. Authors obferve of him, eome 9 and 
that he could drink as much as ten men, without being in wt0 ~ 
the leaft difordered ; and that by drinking with the embafia- lcnt han ^ 
dors of the barbarians, he often difcovered the fecrets with cn b* m J*v* 
which they v/ere intruded. Vopifcus tells us, that the empe- 
ror Aurelian married to him a princefs of the royal blood of 
the Goths , by name Hunila, whom he had taken prifoner, 
that Bonofus might, by her means, become acquainted with 
the great men among the Goths y and difcover, in drinking 
with them, their fecrct views and de/igns Hun: la was a 
woman of great wit, beauty, and virtue ; and therefore Pro- 
ius, upon the death of her hufband, not only fpared her, and 
the two fons (he had by Bonofus, but fettled an annual pen- 
sion upon the mother, and fu/Fercd the children to enjoy their Tie go- 
paternal cftate e . Zofinws ( and Zoharas z fpeak of the re- *vernor of 
volt of the governor of Britain^ whom they do not name ; Britain re- 
and tell us, that the emperor complaining of him to a Moor y volts % and is 
named Viilorinus, upon whofe recommendation he had pre- murdcrt*. 
ferred him to that government, the Moor begged and obtain- 
ed leave to go into Britain , and try whether he could bring 
back his friend to a fenfe of his duty- Upon his arrival he 
was received by the ufurper with great demonftrations of 
kincinefs ; which he requited by murdering his old friend in 
'the night-time. His death put an end to the revolt in Bri- 
tain. We arc not told whether or no Probus approved of this 
treachery. 

* Tdem, p. 245—247. d Bonof. vit. p. 247, e Idem 
ibid, f Zos. h i, p. 663. * Zona r. p. 246. 
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The following year the emperor entered upon his fourth 
confuUhip, having Tiberianus for his collegue. The whole 
empire now enjoyed a profound tranquillity! all domeftic 
troubles were happily appeafed, and foreign enemies awed by 
the fame of Probus's mighty atchievements. However, that 
How the troops might not abandon themfclves to idienefs, he took 
Probmm- carc to employ them in many ufeful works, faying, That 
ployed bis f inC e they were maintained by the public, they ought either to 
foldiers in or j a bour for the public. As Hannibal therefore, to find 

iimt of f ome employment for his foldiers, had formerly filled Africa 
****** with olive-trees planted by them, fo Probus, for his valour 

ftyled by many a fecond Hannibal, employed his troops in 
planting vines on the hills of Gaul, Pannonia, and Mafia, 
allowing, fays Vqpifcus, the Gauls , Pannonians, Spaniards , 
and Britons, full liberty to cultivate as many vineyards as .they 
pleafed ; which had been denied them ever iince the time of 
Domitian f . The emperor Julian writes, that Probus, dur- 
ing his fliort reign, either rebuilt or repaired feventy cities *. 
As the city of Sirmium,thc place of his nativity, flood in a 
low marfliy ground, he employed great numbers of his foldi- 
ers in digging a canal to convey the waters into the 
fea. This incenfed them againft him, and their rage was 
heightened by the apprehenfion they were under of being foon 
difbanded ; for the emperor had faid, That he hoped in a fhort 
time there would be no eccafion for foldiers or armies. This 
they could not bear, and therefore the following year, when 
Probus was conful the fifth time with Fidforinus, they attack- 
ed him with great fvry 9 as he was marching from one 
town in Illyruum to another. The emperor had time to re- 
tire into an iron tower of an extraordinary height, which he 
himfelf had built, to obferve from thence the foldiers while 
they were at work. But thither the incenfed multitude pur- 
fued him, and having eafily ftormed the place, as it was de- 
ft is mur- fended by the prince alone, dilpatched him with many wounds, 
deredby after he had lived fifty, and reigned Ax years and four months. 
tbt mutt* His death is afcribed by many to Carus, who fucceeded him 
mm folds- in the empire, and was then captain of the guards ; but Vopif 
try- eus endeavours to clear him from that imputation. The 

whole army raifed a ftately monument to the honour of the 
deceafed prince, with the following epitaph : Here lies the 
emperor Probus, wbofe life and manners anfwered his name. 
He fubdued all the barbarous nations, and conquered the tyrants 
who jht r ted up in bis time. The lofs of fo good a prince was 
greutiy lamented, not only by the fenace and people of Rome* 



* 1'rob. vit. p. 240* 2 Jul. Cms. p. 17. 
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but by the barbarians themfelves, who dreaded his valour, and - 
revered his probity, clemency, and juftice. His fucceffors 
honoured his memory with all poffible marks of refpedfc and 
cftecm, ranking him among the gods, confecrating temples to 
his name, celebrating with great pomp his anniverfary, £sfV. 
He was, without ail doubt, one of the befr, as well as' of the 
greateft, princes, that ever reigned at Rome a . After his 
death, his family withdrew Jmm Rome, probably not to give 
umbrage to his fucccflbrs, and fettled in the neighbourhood 
of Verona b . As for the few writers who flourilhed in his 
reign, we refer the reader to our note (A). 

Upon the death of Probus, Carus, then captain of the Carus fr*~ 
pr*torian guards, was, by the unanimous confent of the r.r- claimed 
my, raifed to the empire, as a perfon in every refpecT: well qua- emp$rtr* 
lificd to fucceed fo good a prince, fo great a warrior. The 
fenate were well pleafed with the election of Carus ; but 
dreading the vicious and cruel temper of his fon Carinus, 
were unwilling to confirm the choice of the foldiery. How- 
ever, apprehending the power of the army, and defirous to 
maintain the peace and tranquillity eftabliQied by Probus, 
they at laft acknowledged Carus, and conferred upon him 
the ufual titles and honours *. Of his family and anceftors 

•Prob. vit. p. 241. b idem ibid. * Car. vie. p. 243; 

(A) Under Probus flouriflied 7urdulut Gal!icanus % who wrote a 
kind of journal, often quoted by Vopi/cus in his life of Probus % who 
flyles the author of it a man of honour and /incerity (29). He 
likewife cite3 jlf, Safoidienus, from whom he copied the fpeech 
made by Satmrmnus, when he put on the purple, and afTumed the 
title of emperor (30) ; which prompts us to believe, that Salvidi- 
enus wrote the hiftory of that ufurper. Onefimus published the life 
of Probus done, according to Foprfeus, with great cxaclnefs (31), 
and likewife that of the emperor Carus (32). Fojfius ranks them 
all three among the Latin hiftorians f 33J, and mentions a Greek 
hiftorian, by name Onafimus, a native of[Sparta or Cyprus, who lived, 
according to Suidas , under ConJlantins % and was bo'th a (ophM and 
iliftorian. Perhaps Onefimus and Onafimus were one and the fame 
perfon, there having pa/Ted but twenty-four years between Probus 
and Co nft an tine. Suidas afcribes to Onafimus federal philological 
and other works About the fame time fiourifiied another 

fopiiift, named likewife Onafimus, but who was a native of Athens 

(35)- 

(29) Prob. ifir. p. 733, (30) Saturn. <vit. p. 7/\<;. 

Bonos. *uit. p. z*ify & Car. vit. p. 250. {12 It{*m /- 

(•?*) Ptf. bif}. Lat % ii. c, 4. p. 184. (;<;*; S*d. />. 
5 Z 3« (35) M*m ibid. 
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Ills extra f we know but very little. Some fay, that he was by birth a 
thn and Roman, but by defcent an Illyrican ; others, that he was born 
prefer* j n Jfjyricum.but of Carthaginian parents. In a journal, quot- 
rsiemis. C( j y 0 p' t f CU s, he is ftyled a native of Milan <. The two 

Vigors, Eutropius, and feveral others, will have him to have 
been born in Nar bonne. The emperor himfelf pretended, 
that bis anceftors were originally Romans He raifed him- 
felf by degrees to the chief employments in the ftate, both ci- 
vil and military. He had been conful ; for the confuHhip, 
which he took after his acceffion to the empire, is called his 
fecond conful (hip. Probus, after having employed him in 
moft of his expeditions, appointed him captain of the guards, 
in which office he gained the affections of the foldiers to fuch 
a degree, that, upon the death of Probus, they all agreed to 
raifehim to the empire in his room. That prince entertained 
a mighty opinion of the prudence, juftice, and integrity of 
Car us, as appears from a letter quoted by Vopifcus, which 
he wrote to the fenate in his behalf, defiring them to reward 
his eminent fervices, by erecting to him an equeftrian ftatue, 
and building him an houfe at the public charge, for which the 
emperor himfelf promt fed to fupply the ncceflary marble*. 
Cants was no fooner fettled in the empire, than he gave the 

Ms?™!** tlt ^ C °^ ^*f ar to ^ s two f° n? > Carinas and Numerianus, of 
rrs Ca?- wnom the former was a youth intirely abandoned to all 
;lirs. " manner of wickednefs, and the latter endowed with every 

good quality requifite in a prince. Some writers pretend, 
that at the fame time he declared them his partners in the 
empire, giving them equal power and authority with himfelf; 
but on the medals of this year 282, the firft of Carus's reign, 
his two fons are only ftyled Catfars f. The Sarmatians no 
fooner heard of the death of Probus, than they broke into 
Illyricum and Thrace, over-ran thofe countries, and threaten- 
ed Italy icfelf. Hereupon Cams, drawing together his forces, 
marched againft the barbarians, and coming, after feveral 
fkirmifhes to a general engagement with them, cut fixteeh 
Defeats the thou fan d of them in pieces, took twenty thou fa nd prifoners, 
Sarmati- a nd obliged the reft to abandon the Roman dominions, and 
ac5 « retire into their own country, whither he would have pur- 

fued them, had he not been informed, that the Per/tans were 
ready to invade the eaftern provinces with a mighty army, 
under the conduct of their king Varanes II. a warlike prince, 
xylio had lately fignalized himfelf againft the Scgctatii. and in- 
tirely reduced that brave and powerful people. Upon this in- 



<ld?.m ibid. Idem p. 249. eldem p, 24.2. f Birao. 
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telligence, Cartts* committing the sare of the weftern pro- 
vinces to his eldefl fon CarinuSy and taking with him Nnmcri- 
anus j left Tbrace, and, crofiingover \x\toJjia 9 marched {trait to 
Antiocb* and thence into Mefopotamia % which the Perfians^ 
who, it feems, had already feized that province, abandoned 
at his approach. From Mefopotamia he advanced into Per- 
Jsa 9 laid wafte the country far and wide j and meeting with . 
no oppofition, as the Perfians were then cng3^cd in a civil J^*^'*** 
war* he befiegcd and took the famous cities of Seleucia and 
Ctefipbon, with Gocbc, which was a place of great ftrength on ^ Peni- 
the other fide the Tigris^ and, as it were, the citadel of and 
Ctifiphon g . For thefe conquefts he took the furname of ta £ es s e _ 
Perjkus+ which we read on mod of his coins h . He was leucia and 
bent upon utterly ruining the Perfian monarchy, and would, Ccefiphoa 
in all likelihood* have fucceeded in that great dcfign, the 
Perfians being then divided among themfclves, had he not 
been prevented by death, which overtook him in the neigh- His deatb. 
bourhood of Cte/ipbon 9 while he was preparing to purfue his 
conqucfts beyond that city, which the Romans^ as was pre- 
tended, were by an ancient oracle forbidden to do. Junius 
Galpurnius* one of the emperor's fecretarics, gave the follow- 
ing account of his death, in a letter which he wrote to the go- 
vernor of Rome \ c< While Carus 9 our truly dear prince, Jay 
c< lick in his tent, a violent ftorm broke out, attended with 
«« dreadful flafhes of lightning, and claps of thunder. Day 
<c was all on a fudden turned into night, and the air darken* 
€€ ed to fuch a degree, that we could not difcern one ano- 
** thcr. While we were under the utmoft con Vernation, 
€ * frightened and difmayed, after a clap of thunder more 
4< loud and terrible than all the reft, we heard one cry out, 
<c The emperor is dead. Soon after, his chamberlains, dif- 
** tracked with gricr, fct fire to his tent ; which gave rife 
«« to the report, that he was killed with lightning; but it is 
4t certain, that he died of his illncfs." Thus one of his fecre- 
tarics, whofe letter Voptfcus produces, to confute thofc 
who afcribed the emperor's death to divine vengeance, for 
his attempting to extend his conquefts beyond Cttfipban 
However,the VNoViftors % Eutropius Rufus % FeJlu5,ApolUnaris % 
Sidoniusy St. Jerom % Eufebius^ Georgius Sy Melius* and Zo- 
naraSy write, that he was killed, and his tent burnt, with 
lightning. He had begun the fecond year of his reign, and 
his death happened bet wen the eighth of December of this year 
283^ and the twelfth of January of the year enfuing ; for 



• Car. vjt. p. 2$o. Gaca. Na*. orat. tv. p. rr^. &Hf- 
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his name is prefixed to all the laws that are publifhed till the 
eighth of December* and thole of Carinas and Numerianus to 
a law dated the twelfth of January of the year 284, k. He 
reigned, according to the moil probable opinion, a year 
and four months. He was con Ail when he died, and had his 
fon Curlnus for his collegue in that dignity. Upon the death 
Numeria- of Car us* his fon Numerianus was immediately faluted by the 
nas pro- whole army with the title of emperor. As to his other fon, 
claimed Carixus* he was then in Gaul* and had been raifed by his 
emferor. f at h er to the ibvereignty before he fct out for the Perfian 

war. Numerianus* grieved beyond expreffion for the death 
of his father, broke up his camp, and began to retire. As 
his eyes, weakened with the great quantity of tears he had 
£hed, couid not bear the light, he caufed himfelf to be car- 
ried in a clofe litter. Arrius Aper* his father-in-law and cap- 
He is mur- ta ' n or " tne guards, who had free accefs to him, laid hold of 
dercd* that opportunity to murder him privately, with a defign to 

raife himfelf to the empire. The body of the deceafed 
prince he left in the litter, telling the foldiers who wanted to 
fee their emperor, that he could not endure the air, andftriv- 
ing in the mean time to gain them over to his own in- 
tereft. The dead body was thus carried three days ; but 
as it began in the end to be offenfive to the fmell, the crime 
was difcovered fooner than Aper expected, and he immedi- 
ately feized, no one doubting, but he had been the author of 
the murder. Upon the death of Numerianus* the army with one 
voice proclaimed Dioclefian emperor. Such was the unhappy 
Di lefian cn< * Numerianus* after he had reigned about eight months. 
raifed to was billed near Heraclea in Thrace* as he was leading his 

the emtire. arm y bzck xnto All the ancients fpeak of him as a 

* prince endowed with every good quality becoming a perfon 
of his rank. He was an excellent orator, and is faid to have 
once fent fuch an eloquent fpcech to the fenate, that a ftatue was 
decreed him, to be let up in the Ulpian library, with this in- 
fcriptioti, To Numerianus Csefar, the mo/I eloquent orator of 
his age. In poetry he far fur pa fled all the writers of his time, 
and left feveral pieces behind him, both in verfe and profe, 
which were mightily cried up by the learned 1. He had often 
declared in public, that it was probably of him that Calphurnius* 
a celebrated poet of thole times, laid, That he diverted him- 
felf with pleading, while he was ftill in his mother's arms 
that is, when he was very young. Both he and bis father 



* Cvpr an. p. 45. Cod. Juft. I. v. tit. 71. leg. 7. p. 509. I. viii. 
tic. 56. leg. 3. p. 804. Noam, de Dioclef. c. i.p. 9. 1 Num. 
*it. p. i. 141 Ca lfh. cclog.i. vtr. 45. 
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Caries were ranked among the gods* had temples and divine 
honours decreed them &c. It appears, from fome medals* 
*hat the latter had impioufly aflumed the title of god before 
his death ». Some writers flourilhed in Jm time, of whom iu 
note (B). 

Diode/tan was defcended of a roeap and obfeure family in ffitextrmc- 

Dalmatian being, according to fome, the fon of a notary, tsenpreftr- 
and of a flave, according to others 5 nay, ViSfor the younger ments Arc. 
tells us, that he was himfclf in his youth flave to a fenator, 
named Anulinus y who afterwards gate htm his liberty °. The 
name both of his mother and the place of his birch was Dio- 
ciea ; whence he was called Diodes till his acccifion to the 
empire, when he gave his name a Latin found and termina- 
tion, calling himfclf DiocUJianus p . He entered early into 

* Spanr. 1. v. p. 419. • Vict. epit. p. z±x. 

» Idem, ibid. 

* 

(B) Vopifcus tells us, that the life of Car us and his children was 
written, before the year 300, by F bius Ceriiianm, whofe diligence 
and exa&nefs he commends (36); and chat of Carinus in particu- 
lar by Fufvius jffprianus, whofe (crupulous exactnefs, and too great 
care co omit nothing, rendered his work extremely tedious (37 . 
Aurelius ApolHnarU like wife wrote the life of Car us , probably in 
Iambics ; for he was a poet, and is faid to have taken delight in 
that kind of verfe (38). yojjius ranks thefe chree among che Latin 
writers ( 39). A few eclogues, and pare of a poem on che chace, 
by M. Olympius Ntmefianms, has reached our times. He likewite 
wroce fome pieces on fifhing and navigation, and was highly efteenv 
ed in thofe days (40). He is fuppofed to have been a native of 
Carthage, where his works, in the time of Hinemar, were publicly 
read in the fchools (41) He inicribed his poem on the chace to 
Carinas and Numtrianus, after the death of their father j chat is, 
after che year 284. He had nor yet, at that time, been at court, 
nor Teen Rome (42). Four other eclogues have reached our times, 
fuppofed to have been written by T. Cafphumius, or Calpumius, 
a native Qf Sicily t and co have been inferibed to Nemefianus. In 
che firft mention is made of declamations made by a prince, fup- 
pofed to be Numeriamts* almoft in his infancy (43). Scaliger takes 
thefports chac were exhib»ced by Carinus and Numerian to be the 
fubjeit of the lait eclogue (44). Perhaps Junius Calphurniut % fe- 
cretary co Carus, and che above-mentioned poec were one and che 
fame perfon. 
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the army, and by degrees raiTed hhnfeif to the firft military 
(employments. We are told, that while he yet ferved in an 
inferior poft* a woman, by profeffion a Druid,, in whofe 
houfe he lodged, upbraiding him with covetoufnefs, he anfwer- 
jed her in jeft, / Jhall be more generous when 1 am emperor. You 
are joking y Diocles, replied the Druid ; but f tell you in good 
earne/iy that you will attain the empire after you have killed « 
boar. This is fuppofed to have happened in the city of Ton- 
greij in the prefent bifhopric of Liege Dioclefian ferved with 
great credit under ProbttSy who gave him the command of the 
troops quartered in Mcefia x . He attended Carus in his ex- 
pedition againft the Pcrfiansy and diftinguj/htd himfelf in that 
war. Syncellus tells us, that he was raifed by that prince to 
the confuMhip f . He had, at the time of Numetianus's death, 
the command of the guards that attended the emperor's per- 
fon, and were fuperior in rank to the praetorian guards, as wc 
have obferved above. He was a great mafter of civil affairs, 
prompt at forefeeing events, dextrous at concerting fchemes, 
naturally inclined to violent meafures, but at the fame time 
mafter of his temper ; an enemy to all ufelefs expences, and 
a great encourager of learning, though from his youth he had 
been brought up in the camp, and had never applied himfelf 
to any ftudy but that of the military art, in the know- 
ledge of which he was equal to the famous commanders 
of ancient times •. LacJantius charges him with cowardice, 
and fays, that he avoided, as much as he well could, expofing 
his per fon to dangers He was, according to j£utropius 9 
naturally covetous, and bent upon am a fling riches by any 
means whatever *. By his wife Prifia he had a daughter, 
named Galeria Valeria y who was married to Afaximinus Ga- 
lerius ; but proved barren Both the mother and daughter 
favoured ? and, according to LacJantiuSy once profefied, the 
chriftian religion ; for that writer reckons them among the 
firft, who, terrified with the menaces of Dioclefian^ defiled 
themfelves with impure facrificcs ». Dioclefian being, by the 
unanimous confent of the army proclaimed emperor, in the 
manner we have related above, afcended the tribunal \ and 
afeer having harangued the foldiers, and folemnly declared 
upon his oath, that he had been no-ways acceflary or privy 
to the death of Numerianusy he caufed Jper to be brought 

1 Car. vie. p. 252. » Zonar. torn. 2. p. 243. f Syw- 
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before him, reproached him in bitter terms with the murder 
•f his prince and foa-in-Iaw, and then, defcending from the 
tribunal, drew his fword, and buried it in his breaft, faying, 
Tou Jhall have the honour ■* O Aper, to fall by an illufirious We puts 
hand. The new emperor would not have begun his reign with A P*J to 
an a&ion that favoured of cruelty* had it not been to fulfil the ****** 
above-mentioned prophecy of Che Druid, the word aper fig- 
nifiing in the Latin tongue a boar, ; whence, in feeing Aper 
fall, he cried our, / have at length killed the fatal boar. V i- 
pifcus tells us, that, r mindful of the prediction, he ftrove al- 
ways in hunting to kill the boars with his own hand ; and 
adds, that when he faw Aurelian* Tacitus* Probus* Carus^ 
and his two fbns* raifed to the empire before him, he ufed 
pleafantly to (ay before Maxsmian and our hiftorian's grand* 
father (for to thofe two alone he imparted the prophecy^, 
That he killed* but others enjoyed* the boat *. Dioclejian was 
proclaimed emperor at Chalcedon* on the feventeen th of 
September of the year 284, which epoch is the more re- 
markable, as it is the beginning of anew sera, called, The ara 

Diocletian, and fometimes, The ara of martyrs* which for The ara of 
many ages obtained in the church* and is ftill in ufe among the Dioclefiaa 
Cofhts in Egypt* the Abiffines** and fome other African 
nations. The firft year of this «ra begins with the Egyp- 
tian year on the twenty -ninth of Auguji of 284 b . Dio- 
clejian made his public entry into Nicomedia on the twenty - 
feventh of September of this year* and fpent the remaining 
months in making the neceflary preparations to oppofe Ca- 
rinus* who, hearing of his brother's death and the aflumptionl 
of Dioclefian* had left Gaul* and was haftening, at the 
head: of a powerful army, into Illyricum. The following 
year, Carinus took upon him his third confulfliip, having 
Arijlobulus* his captain of the guards, for his collegue ; 
and arriving in Venetiai overcame there and flew one Ju- 
lianus* governor of that province, who had caufed himfelf 
to be proclaimed emperor c . Elated with this victory, he 
advanced into Ilfyricum* where he fought feveral battles with 
Dioclefian* whom he intirely defeated in a general engage- 
meat near Margum* a city on the Danube in Upper Maejia % 
but while he was purfuing the enemy, he was killed by fome 
of his own men, Air red up again ft him by a tribune', whofe f-fafoath 
wife he had debauched. Thus Aurelius Vicior But Eu- 0 j Carina* 
tropins writes, that he was betrayed by his own army, and 

\ 
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killed by Dioclefian «. Be that as it- will, Dioclefian, feeing 
himfelf, by the death of his rival, become fole matter of the 
empire, marched to Rome ; and having eftabliftied his autho- 
rity there* fet out foon after for Germany, where he gained 
feveral advantages over the Alemanni, who had made an irrup- 
tion into Gaul. The fame year, his generals fought with fuc- 
cefs againft the inhabitants of Britain, who, it feems, had 
attempted to (hake off the yoke* For thefc victories he af- 
fumed the fur names of Germannicus and Britannicus, as ap- 
pears from ah inscription dated the fecond year of his reign f. 
From Germany he returned through Illyricum into the caft ; 
for he Was at Sirmium on the fir ft day of the following year *, 
dnd at Nicomedia on the twenty- firft of January K The next 
- confuls were Junius Maximus, the fecond time, and Vettius 
jjfo Ma* Aquilinus. This year Dioclefian took Maximian, fly led on 
ximian for t ^ le am i e «t coins M. Aurelius Valerius Maximianus, for his 
his fanner t'ollegue, and partner in the empire. Maximian was born of 
in the em- obfeure parents, in a village near Sirmium in Pannonia ; but 
fire. entering early into the army, had fignalized himfelf by many 

noble exploits^ and was reckoned one of the beft commanders 
of his time. All the ahtients paint him as a man of a moft 
ciuel and favage temper, and addicted to all manner of wic- 
kednefs ; but at the fame time extol his courage, his experi- 
ence in military affairs, and his inviolable attachment to D/#- 
clejhn, with whom he had lived many years in great friend- 
ilup. The emperor therefore, who had no iflue-male, and 
rcpo fed an in tire Confidence in Maximian, chofe him for his 
partner in the empire, inverted him with the tribunitial and 
proconfular power, and honoured him with the title of Au- 
guftus. Some authors write, that Dioclefian not only took 
him tor his collegue in the fovereignty, but divided the em- 
pire wuh him, referving to himfelf' the eaftern provinces, and 
leaving to Maximian Italy, Africa, Spaini and the reft of 
the weflern countries »• Maximian had by his wife,* Galeria 
Valeria Eutropia, by birth a Syrian, Maxentiusj who u fur p- 
ed the empire at Rome, and Faujia, the wife of Con/tan- 
tine the Great. Maxentius was by fome thought to have 
been a fuppofitittous child *. Eutropia had by flf former huf- 
band. a daughter, ft vied on the antient coins Flavia Maxi- 
tniana 1 he odor a, whom Maximian married to Confiantius 

•EuTSop.p. $85. ( Nor is de Dioclef. num. c. 4. p. 19, 
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Oblorus of whom hereafter. Aurelius ViStor tells us,' that 
Dioclejian was induced to take Maxim! an for his partner in 
the empire, chiefly by the di flu r nances which happened this 
year in Gaul, where two commanders, Aulus Pomponius 
M lianas and Cn. Salvius Amdndus y having ailembled a great 
number of vagabonds, robbers, and peafants, cau fed them- 
felvcs to be proclaimed emperors. Afaxirnian, leaving Dio- A rebellion 
elefian in Niconudia y ih*ftened into Gaul, and there, with the*'* Gaul 
troops quartered in that province, defeated the rebels, *n&f"?Jjf e f 
reftored the province to its former tranquillity". -The rc- ****** 
voiced peafancs were called Bacauda, or Bagaudat, the ety- miaw * 
mology of whicli appellation has puzzled the beft antiquaries. 
S. Maure de Foffes % about three ihort miles from Paris y was 
formerly calieJ lla: cajiU of the Bagaudae, being built, ac- 
cording to a tradition which obtained in the feventh cen- 
tury * by Julius Ctefar+ in the peninfula formed by the Afarne y 
and fortified with a rampart and ditches, which defended the 
entry left open by the river. The Bagauda: arc faid to have 
held out there a long time againft Alaximian, who at length 
made himfelf matter of the cattle* levelled it with the ground, 
and tilled up the ditches \ which* however* gave to the place 
its piefentname n ; While Maximum was employed againft 
the rebels in &au/i Dioclejian was making great preparations 
in the eafr, in order to recover Attjopotamia from the Per- 
Jiansy who, after the death of Carinas , hail feifced that pro- 
vince. Bur faranes II. at time time king of Perjia, chofe 
rather to reftore what he had taken from the Rowan$> than to 
engage in a war, which, he apprehended, would prove Jong 
and dangerous 0 * Mention is made at' fame advantages gain- 
ed this year by Dioclejian over the Saracens He was the 
laft day of this year at Tiberias in Pale/line 9 as appears from 
the date of fome laws in the code The following year, 
2879 Dioclejian entered upon his third confulfhip, and Maxi- 
mian upon his firft; The former from Palejline paffed into 
Pannonia y as appears from the date of feveral laws enacted 
this year r ; but what called him into that province, or what 
he performed there* we are no- where told. As for Maxi- H* utterly 
mian 9 he was attacked in Gaul by the Alemanni 9 the Burgun- defeats fg^ 
4ians 9 the Heruli, Whom Bucherius places on the coafts of ™ rai 
the Baltic fea, and by feveral other barbarous nations, who G ** iwan 
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were all overcome by Maximian^ and destroyed either by the 
fword, or by famine. Mamertinusy in his panegyric upon 
this prince, tells us, perhaps not without fame exaggeration, 
that, of fuch an immenfe multitude, nbt one was left alive to 
carry back the news of their overthrow f . The fame year, 
Caraufws, a native of Gauly having by Maximian** orders 
built a fleet at Boulogne , gained great advantages over the 
Franks and Saxonsy who began to infejl the feas with pira- 
cies, and, in feveral engagements by land, made a dreadful 
havock of the German nations that had broke into Celtic GauL 
However, as he kept and applied to his own ufe the booty 
which he had taken from the barbarians, inftead of returning 
it to the proprietors* Ma xi mi an refolved to put him to death $ 
but Caraufiusy having timely notice of his defign* pa fled over 
into Britain with the fleet under his command, and there 
taking upon him the title of emperor, was acknowledged by 
all the troops quartered in that ifland *. He afterwards 
cau fed a great number of veflels to be built* levied new 
forces, called the barbarians from the continent to his af- 
fi fiance* and, by inftru&ing them how to work their fhips 
and fight by fea, maintained himfelf a long time in pofleffion 
of the ifland, in fpite of the utmoft efforts of Maximian. 

The following year Maximian was conful, the fecond 
rime, with Januarius. Mamertinusy his panegyrift, tells us, 
that on the fir ft day of his confulfhip, news being brought to 
Treves y where he then was, that the barbarians had made an 
iiruption into Gauly and were but at a fmall diftance from 
that city, he immediately quitted his confular robes, put or* 
his armour, and, mounting his horfe* marched again ft the 
enemy* cut moft of them in pieces* and the fame day re- 
entered Treves in triumph ». Soon after he eroded the Rhine ; 
and, entering Germany y laid waftc the enemy's country, took 
a great number of captives, and returned to Gaul loaded with 
booty w . The fame of hit name ftruck fuch terror into the 
Franks y that two of their kings, A tec and Genabandy fub- 
mitted to him, defiling him to confirm them in their refpec- 
tive kingdoms «. From an antient inferiptton it appears,, 
that both Diode/tan and Maximian took the fur names of 
Francicusy Alemannicusy and Germanicus 1. Mamertinus fpeake 
of fomc vi&ories gained by Maximian** generals over a fickle 
and deceitful nation % meaning, no doubt, the Franks ; for 
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fuch was* at lead in thofe times, the character of that peo- 
ple *. Dioclefian like wife entered Germany this year on the 
fide of Rbaetia* and is faid to have extended the bounds of 
the empire to the fprings of the Danube The next year, 
BaJJus being conful the fecond time, with £htintianus * Clau- 
dius Manurtinus pronounced his famous panegyric on the 
emperor Maximian in the city of Treves* as is commonly be- 
lieved, the emperor himfelf being prefent. As lie was then 
aflembling on the coaft of Gaul the fhips, which he had caus- 
ed to be built in fevcral parts, with a deflgn to attack Ca- 
raufius in Britain* his panegyrift promifes him certain vie- Britain 
tory over that rebel But it happened quite otherwifc ; for^T 1 "*^'* 
Caraufius's men*who had been trained to lea- fer vice, eafilyput arauhas * 
to flight thofe who were fent again (I them, difperfed the em*- 
peror's fleet, and drove them on the coaft of Gaul* where 
moil: of them were darned to pieces* Maximian* to cover 
the difgrace of this defeat, gave out, that the fea had not 
proved favourable to him, and that he only put off the war 
to a more convenient feafon. But, in the mean time, he be- 
gan a treaty with Caraufius* wherein it was concluded, that 
he fhould enjoy the government of Britain* as the more pro- 
per perfon, on account of his (kill in fea-affairs, to defend 
the ifland again ft the invafions of the barbarians *. This a- 
greement is marked on all Caraufius 9 * coins, which reprefent 
two emperors (haking hands, with this legend, Concordia 
Jtugg. d. Thus was Britain* by treaty, given up to Caraujius* 
who governed it, with the title of emperor, for the fpace of 
fix or feven years, reckoning from this treaty, or, what to 
us feems moft probable, from the time he firft feized it. Our 
authors tell us, that he repaired and fortified the wall of £<- 
verus* and gained fome advantages over the barbarians e . 
The fame year Dioclefian gained a complete victory over the Dioclefian 
Sarmatians* the Vitbungm* or rather Jugunthat* and the J%ua- defeats the 
4i*\ Eumenes writes, that the whole nation of the 'Sarma- Sarmati- 
tians was cut off j and the province of Dacia* which they an «- 
had feized, re-united to the empire s . For thefe victories 
Dioclefian a/Turned the furname of Sarmaticus* as appears from 
feveral ancient coins and inferiptions h . The next conful* 
were Dioclefian the fourth time, and Maximian the third. 
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The former gained this year Tome confidorable advantages 

over the Saracens 1 ; and then, leaving the eaffern provinces, 
returned to Illyricum, and from Illyricum entered Italy by the 
Alpes fulim in the depth of winter, Maximian at the fame 
time left Gaul\ and, palling the Alpes Cottiar , met Dioclefian 
at Milan, where the two emperors held feveral private con- 
ferences, the fubjedfc whereof is not mentioned by hiftorians, 
and then returned to their refpe£tive armies ; for they came 
attended only by a fmall guard, but were received, in all the 
cities through which they paflcd, with the greaceft demonftra- 
tions of joy imaginable. The following year, Tiberianus and 
IXion, tiie fon, or rather grandfon, as is conjectured, of the 
celebrated hiilorian, being confuls, a bloody war broke out a- 
mong the barbarians, both in the north and in Africa. The 
Goths, having overcome the Burgundians dwelling on the 
banks of the Danube, w±re intent upon utterly extirpating 
th»t rival nation; but the Burgundians were powerfully fup- 
pjrtcd by the Aiani anJ the Terving*. Another Gothic na- 
tion, catering into a confederacy witn the *Taifal*., made war 
upon the Vandals and the Gepidar. In Africa the Blemyes 
were at wir with the Ethiopians, and the Moors were engaged 
in a civil war. Neither was Perfea exempt from civil diftur- 
bances, rr.ifcd by Hormifda, who, revolting from his brother 
Varanes II. endeavoured to drive him from the throne, and 
feize it for himfelf, being fupported in his unjuft pretend-* 
ons by feveral Per/tan lords, and fome foreign nations k . The 
barbarians being thus diverted from making inroads into the 
empire, ail the provinces fubjeft to Rome enjoyed this year 
a profound tranquillity, which, however, W3S but (hort-lived • 
for the following year, 292, when Annibalianus and Afclepiodo* 
tus were confuls, the empire was in great danger of oeing 
toin in p'?ces by foreign, as well as domeftic, enemies. Not 
The emphe to m^nuoii Caraufius, who (rill held Britain, the Perfians, 
threatened dehversd fror.i .jieir intefttne broils, broke into Mesopotamia, 
•n mil fides Jf ,j threatened Syria. The Qjinquegentiaui, perhaps fo caU 

led becaufe they were quinque gentes, that is, five nations, 
joined in confederacy againir the Romans, over -ran Africa ; 
M. Aurelius Julianus revolted in Italy, and caufed himfelf 
to be proclaimed emperor; the fame title was a (Turned at 
Alexandria \\\ Egypt by A.hilleus, ttyled on his coins L. £- 
pidius Achilleus K The two emperors, alarmed at the dan- 
ger which threatened the empire, and not thinking them- 
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felves alone able to oppofe fomany enemies at once, re/blved 
to ftrengthen their intereft with the afiiftance of others, and 
to name each of them a Ceefar, who fhould fucceed them in 
the empire, and jointly w ith them defend the Roman domini- 
ons, both again ft foreign invaders, and domeftic ufurpers. 
Purfuant to this refolution and agreement, D iocleftan chofe 
Maximinus Galerus, and Maximian Conjiantius, furnamed tvj9 
Chlorus, who were each of them inverted with the tribunitial c*P* ror * 
and proconfular power, and honoured with the titles ofJ™f /w * 
emperor •, father of 'their country, high pontiffs &c. which had ra " 
hitherto been peculiar to the fovereign »». - The two emperors, 
the better to cement the union between them and their Ccc- 
fars, obliged them to put away their wives, and marry others; 
upon which Conjtanttus mat Tied Theodora , daughter-in-law to 
Maximian j and Galerus Valeria the daughter of D iocleftan n . 
Some authors write, that both the Ceefar s were named by 
Dioclejian, and by him invefted in that dignity with great 
folemnity the firft day of March of this year 292, on a riling 
ground, about three miles from Nicomedia, where a pillar 
was afterwards erc&ed, with a ftatue confecrated to Jupiter <\ 
But moft writers fuppofe Galerius to have been chofen by 
Diocleftan, and Conjiantius by Maximian ; and all agree, 
that Galerius was adopted by the former, and Conjiantius by 
the latter. After the nomination of the two Cafars, the em- 
pire was divided into four parts ; Dioclejian chofe for himfclf 
the countries beyond the Mgean fea ; Thrace and Illyricum <£be empire 
were allotted to Galerius \ Italy and Africa, with the adja- divided in- 
ccnt iflands, to Maximian; and Gaul, Britain, and Spain, to four 
with Mauritania, Tingitana, to Conflantius. Each of thele parts. 
princes governed the provinces that fell to their ft) are with 
an abfolute fway ; but the other three paid great deference 
to Dioclejian, acknowledging themfclves indebted to him for 
the power they enrjoyed, and looking upon him as their com- 
mon father. An intire union and concord reigned among 
them, each of them carefully avoiding tcr afiiime any fu pe- 
riod ty over the reft, or to give the leaft motive of jealoufy or 
umbrage to his collegues*". From this time forward, the em- 
pire continued almoft conftantly divided; but at the fame 
time each emperor was looked upon as mafter of the whole- 
Hence to the laws, which any of them enabled, were always 
prefixed the names of his collcgucs j and like wife to all the 
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multiplicity of princes was attended with great inconvenient 
cies, and is therefore much exclaimed again ft by Laftantiust 
who afcribes it to the cowardice of Diode/tan* unwilling to 
cxpofe his own perfon to danger p . As each of the four fo- 
vercigns would have as many officers, both civil and military, 
and the fame number of forces, as had been maintained by the 
ftate when governed only by one emperor, there were 
more foldiers to pay, than people to fupply the neceflary 
fums. Hence the taxes and impolts were increafed beyond 
meafure, the inhabitants in the feveral provinces reduced to 
beggary, the lands left untilkd for want of hands, &c. In 
proportion as the people grew left able to pay the heavy taxes 
laid upon them, the number of the officers was increafed to 
exact them by force. Thus was the empire greatly weakened, 
and almoft quite ruined Italy itfelf, which had hitherto 
onl / fupplied with provifions the court, and the troops attend- 
ing it, was obliged to pay the iame tribute as the provinces ; 
w hich reduced it in procefs of time to a deplorable con- 
dition r . 
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Galerius * whem Dloclefian named to the dignity of Cafar 9 
is ft y led on moil of his coins, Cat us Galerius Valerius Maxi- 
mianus* He was born in a village near Sardiea, the metro- 
polis of New Dacia ; his mother, by name Ramula 9 having 
retired thither from Old Dacia, or Dacia beyond the Danube , 
while that country was over-run by the Carpi. Galerius , 
in honour of his mother, gave afterwards the name of 
Romulianum to the place of his nativity r . As Remula was a 
profeiled enemy to the chriftians, (he infpircd her fon with the 
fame hatred to them ; which chiefly gave rife to the bloody 
perfecution which broke out in the latter end of DiocleftarC% 
reign. Galerius was defcended of an obfeure family j for 
both he and his fitter's fon Maximum* , whom he afterwards 
created Cggfar, are faid to have been in their youth cow-herds ; 
whence Galerius was nick- named Armentarim , from the La- 
tin word armentutn 9 fignifying a drove of cattle. He was a 
perfon altogether illiterate; but nevertheless raifed himfelf 
from the mean condition of a common foldier to the chief 
pofts in the army, having given fignal proofs of his valour and 
conduct under the emperors Aurelian and Probus*. Lattan- 
tius reckons him amongft the worft emperors, and fpeaks of 
him as one abandoned to all manner of wickednefs, naturally 
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lent natural parts, and would have made a good figure on the 
throne, had the gifts of nature been improved by a polite and 
libera! education w . He had no children by Valeria* the 
daughter of DiocUftan ; but a Ton, named Candidianus* by a 
concubine, and a daughter by his former wife, who was mar- 
ried to Maxentius* the fon of Max i mi an *. Of Conjlantius * 

the other Cafar* we ihall fpeak in a more proper place. Ga- 
Urius was no fooner created Cafar* than he marched, with 
all the troops he could aflenile, againft the barbarians 
in the neighbourhood of the Danube and lllyricum ; but per- 
formed nothing, either in this or the three following years, 
againft the enemies of Rome* which hiftorians have, judged 
worth tranfmitting to pofterity. He caufed feveral large 
forefts to be grubbed up in Lower Pannonia* and a lake to be 
difcharged into the Danube \ by which means he gained a p an nonia 
new province, which, from his wife's name, he iiyled Va- Secunda, 
Uria* lying between the Danube and the Draw* and known a nrwpre* 
in future ages by the name of Pannonia Secunda. The chief mince. 
cities of this new province were, Murfa* Aquincum* and 
Valeria Maximian patted this year over into Africa* 
where he gained a complete victory over the S^uinquegentiani : * 
and reduced Julianus (who had taken upon him the title of 
emperor in Italy* as we have hinted above, and afterwards 
crofted over into Africa ) to (uch ftraights, that he ftabbed 
bimfelf with his own fword z . Conjiantius was no fooner ConftantU 
inverted with his new dignity, than he haftened into Gaul ; us (a k, s 
and arriving at Gefforiacum* now Boulogne* which was held Gefleri*« 
by the troops of Carauftus* inverted the place, and blocked cum. 
up the haven with huge beams driven into the ground at the 
entrance, and heaps of great ftones like a rampart *. The 
garifon being by this means prevented from returning into 
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Britain* and deprived of aH hopes of relief, fubmitted to 
ConjiantiitSy and were incorporated among his troops. The 
mole, which had continued firm for fevera! days, was quite 
disjointed by the firft tide after the furrender of the city, and 
broken to pieces. Confiantius, notwithstanding the reduction 
of that important place, did not yet attempt the recovery of 
Britain^ not thinking htmfelf furnilbed with a fuificient 
number of ihips for fo great an undertaking. Where Diode- 
fian was this year, or what he performed, we are no- where 
Caraufius told. The following year, Dioclefian being conful the fifth 
mutdered time, and Maximian the fourtn, Caraufius was treache- 
ry Ailedus roufly murdered by AlU&us* his bofom friend and prime mi- 
nubo af- nifter, who thereupon ufurped the government, and cau fed 
fumes the himfelf to be proclaimed emperor b. Confiantius* while his 
govern fl eet was preparing in the ports on the ocean for the Britijh 
ment of expedition, cleared Batavia of the Franks* who had feized 
Conftanti ° n countr y> anc * tranfplanted them, with their wives and 
us drives cn ''^ ren » mto otner parts of the empire, deftitute of inhabi- 
tbe Franks tants > obliging them to till the ground, to pay tribute, and 
0ue of Ba- *° ^ u PP'y» when required, a certain number of troops *„ 
tavia* The emperor Julian tells us, that Maximian and Confiantius* 

not only drove the barbarians out of the Roman territories, 
but built many forts on the frontiers, to prevent their mak- 
ing new irruptions ; by which means the inhabitants long 
enjoyed a profound tranquillity <*. It was probably on account 
of his victories over the Franks* that Confiantius aflumed 
the title of Germanicus* which is given him in an infeription 
of the following year 194, quoted by La&antius «. Eume- 
nes* the panegyrift, tells us, that Confiantius performed many 
remarkable exploits before he attempted the reduction of 
Britain ; that he utterly exterminated feveral barbarous na- 
tions, extended the limits of the empire, reftored many 
provinces, pillaged and laid wafte Germany from the Rhine 
to the Danube^ and took the king of a very fierce and vvar- 
He reftores like nation prifoner f. He reftored to its antient fplendor the 
the city 0/ c j t y Q f Auguflodunum**v\ow Autun* which had been almoft 
£un * utterly ruined in the year 269, by Tetricus* for having re- 
volted from him, and invited the emperor Claudius into Gaul. 
The temples, baths, and other public - edifices, nay, and 
moft of the houfes belonging to private perfons, were,, at an 
immenfe charge, rebuilt by Confiantius* who moreover em- 
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belliflicd the city, in regard of its attachment 1 to Claudius* 
bis great uncle, with magnificent aqueducts, fupphed it with 
pleotv of water, tranfplanted thither the moil confpicuous 
families in the other provinces, prevailed upon the famous 
orator Eumenius, who was himfelf a native of the place, 
to take upon him the charge of educating and inftru&ing 
their votith, and, in ihort, did all that lav in his power to 
raife Autun above all the other cities of Gaul Zm 

The following year, when Conjiantius and Galcrius were 
confuls, two ftrong caftles were built by the latter on the 
Danube , in the country of the Sarmatians ; the one ovcr- 
againft Acincwn, or Aquincum, now Strigonium, or Gran* 
in Lower Hungary ; the other oppofite to Bononia, which 
flood between the Draw and Save, and is at prefent known 
by the name of Bonmojler. From the date ot feveral laws, 
publifhcd this and the preceding jear, it appears, that Dio- 
de jian fpent them both in Illyricum and 1 brace ; which pro- 
vinces belonged to Galerius, whom perhaps he was come to 
affift againft the barbarians on the other fide of the Danube : 
in the fame manner we lhall fee Maximian enter Gaul to 
defend that province againft the incurlions of the barbarians, 
while Conjiantius was employed in Britain. The next con- 
fuls were Tyfcus and Annulinus. This year, the Carpi , after 7he Carpi 
having long maintained themfcJves in fpit-e of the utmoft intireh 
efforts of the Roman emperors, were at length hit ire ly reduced Jubdim d m 
by Galerius, and by Dioclejian tranfplanted into the territories 
of the empire, chiefly into Pannonia h . From an infeription 
of this year, we learn, that the emperors caufed the walls 
of Vito durum, now JVintherthur, in the canton of Zurich* 
between Zurich and Con/lance, to be rebuilt. Aurelius Pro- 
cuius, who commanded in the country of the Sequani, had 
the fuperintendency of the work. In that infeription, Dio- 
clejian is ftyled imperator the tenth time, and Maximian the 
eighth 1 . The following year 296, Dioclejian being conftii Conftanti- 
the fixth time, and Conjiantius the fecond, the latter, alter us inyadej 
three years preparations, undertook at length the reduction Britain, 
of Britain. Eumenes the panegyrift pretends, that the Ro- 
wans were every-where victorious ; that they had recovered 
whatever they had formerly poflefled (he ought at lcaJt to 
have excepted antient Dacia ) ; and that having overcome 
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the reft of their enemies, they deemed it a great dtfgrace, 
that fuch a wealthy province as Britain, which fupplied them 
with many valuable commodities, fhould frill be held by an 
afiaffin and ufurper Conjlantius therefore, without further 
delay, refolved to pafs over into Britain ; and Maximian* 
to whom he imparted his refolution, haftened into Gaul* 
to prevent the barbarians beyond the Rhine from breaking 
into the empire, while he was employed againft the rebels in 
Britain. Lonjiantius had equipped feveral fleets, and in dif- 
ferent ports, that the enemy, not knowing where to expect 
him* might be obliged to divide their powerful navy. One 
of his fleets, commanded by Afclepiodotus, ru* captain of the 
guards, to whom hiftorians afcribe the whole glory of the 
victory, fet fail from Boulogne ; and efcaping, hy the help of 
3 fog, the Britijh navy, which lay off the ifle of Wight, and 
was ready to engage them, landed their men without meeting 
His army with the leaft oppofition. Afclepiodotus had no fooner put 
fandstntbe fog army aihore, than he fet fire to his fleet, that there might 

be no hopes of fafety, but in victory. Conftantius, who had 
failed with another fquadron from the mouth of the Seine, 
landed at another place, not mentioned by hiftorians, and 
was received by the inhabitants with the greateft demonftra- 
tions of joy. Alle&us was encamped at a fmall diftance from 
the place where Conjiantius landed j but either not daring to 
engage him in perfon, or hoping to overcome Afclepiodotus 
before the two armies joined, he quitted his poft, and marched 
with great fpeed againll the latter. Con/1 ant i us followed him, 
Alle&as but did not arrive, notwithftanding all the expedition he could 
•vercome ufe, till after the battle, in which AilcBus, who had engaged, 
undjlain. hurried on by fear and defpair, before the arrival of the 

Reman troops who obeyed him, was killed 5 and hi9 army, con- 
lifting only of foreign auxiliaries, cither difperfed or cut in 
pieces. Before the battle he quitted the imperial robes, that 
they might not difcovqr bini ; fo that the conquerors, with 
much ado, dilcovercd Ins body among the heaps of the barbari- 
ans who lay {lain in the field l . Part of Conjiantius 9 * fleet, fe- 
paratina; from the reft during the fog, entered the Thames ; 
and failing up that river, ai lived at London* This accident, 
which might have been attended with bad confequences, oc- 
cafioned a new victory. For fuch of the auxiliaries of Mice* 
ttn as had efcaped the general (laughter, fled to London, 
with a defign to plunder that wealthy city, and return to 
their rcfpc&ive countries with the booty. But Conjiantius 9 * 
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men, landing luckily in the port of London at the fame time, London 
fell upon the barbarians!, and made a dreadful flaughter of fa<ved by 
them in all parts of the city j which was by that means, to Conftauti- 
the great.joy of the inhabitants, happily prefcrved. Conjfanti- «** 
us granted a general pardon to the partisans of Caraufius andf /Gm J , * , ''S 
Jl/e&us, and caufed his own men to rcftore whatever they t* un * cr *" m 
had taken from the natives upon their firft landing, faying, 
that he was not come to opprefsj but to deliver the people » r j w j n 
from op pre rTI on m * Thus was Britain reunited to the empire, un i te j t0 
after it had been held feven years by Carauftusy and three by t b etm piro\ 
Alleftus* Of this vi&ory, Eumenius the panegyrift fpeaks thus : 
** O important victory ! worthy of many triumphs ! By this 
44 Britain is reftored jby this thcFranks are utterly defeated > 
44 and other nations in that rebellious confederacy reduced 
46 to obedience. To conclude, the fea itfelf is fcoured, to 
44 eiiablifh a la fling tranquillity in thofe provinces. You, 
44 great Cafar* for your part, may with juftice triumph in 
44 this conqueft of a new world ; and, by rcftoring the na- 
44 val glory of Rome y may boa ft, that you have added to the 

44 empire a larger element than all its former dominions. 

44 Britain is now fo perfectly reduced, that all the ncigh- 
" boiiring nations are tinder abfolute fubjedtion n ." Thus 
EunieniuSy a greater friend to ConJlantittSy as will appear in ths 
fequel of the hiftory, than to truth ; for the brave Caledoni- 
ans were not by him brought under the yoke, but ftill main- 
tained their antient liberties. The fame writer obferves, that 
from Britain Conjlantius fent feveral workmen to be em- 
ployed in rebuilding and embcUifliing the city of Autun °. 
ConftantiuSy having thus fettled afFaits in Britain^ returned 
to Gaul ; and tranfplanting great numbers of Franks into that Part of 
province, peopled with them the countries of Amiens y Beau- Gaul peop- 
voisy TroieSy and LangreSy aim oft quite deditute of inhabi- led by th§ 
tants, obliging the new comers to cultivate the lands, to pay Franks, 
the ufual tributes, and fupply the Roman armies with a cer- 
tain number of troops The fame year Dioclefian recovered 
Egypt from AchilUus, who had caufed himfeif to be proclaim- 
ed emperor, and held that province, according to his coins, Achttteng 
for the fpacc of near fix years Diode fian marched againft overcome p 
him this year In perfon, overcame him without much trouble, ardE^ypt 
and puniihed him according to his deferts. Thus Aurelius redtt.sdij 
ViXor r . But Eutr$pius writes, that he fuftained an eight Uiociefun 
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months fiege in Alexandria r ; and Eufebius, that great num- 
bers were killed on both fides during the fiege Dioclefian 
not only punifhcd with d^ath the ringleaders of the revolt* 
but filled Egypt with murders and profcriptions « ; and even 
gave up, according to Orofius the city of Alexandria to 
be plundered by his greedy and enraged foldiery. If what 
thefe authors write be true, we leave our readers to judge of 
the fincerity of Eumenius, who tells us, that Dioclefian, by 
his extraordinary clemency, reftored tranquillity to Egypt x . 
S>>m2 writers obferve, that he made a ftrict fearch after all the 
books of chymiftry, written formerly by the Egyptians, and 
caufed them all to be publicly burnt, left the Egyptians, in- 
riched by that art, ftiould be tempted to (hake off the yoke 
anew y . Co iftantine % the fon of Con/iantius, attended Dio~ 
cleJiMi in this war ; for Eufebius tells us, that he faw him as 
he palled with the emperor through PaUJiine *. The city of 
Coptos and Bufiris in Thebais, having fided in this war with 
Acbilleus, were by DiocUfian utterly ruined *• Xonaras fup- 
pofes thefe cities to have been deftroyed by Dioclefian fome 
time before the revolt of Achi ileus, for having attempted to 
{hake off the Roman yoke Eumemius tells us, that the 
victories gained by DiocUfian in Egypt, ftruck terror into the 
Indians and Ethiopians «. However, the emperor was fo far 
from taking any advantage of that confternation,and extending 
Dioclefian the limits of the empire on that fide, that, on the contrary, 
yields part he entered into a treaty with the Nubians, who ufed to make 
mf Egypt frequent inroads into'the adjoining territory of Oafis, yielding 
to the Nu- 1 0 them a large country, as much, fays Procopius, as a tra- 
bians. veller could go through -in feven days, on condition that they 

prevented the Blemyes, and other barbarians, from breaking 
into Egypt on the fide of Ethiopia. The fame writer adds, 
that Dioclefian caufed a caftle to be built in an ifland formed 
by the Nile in the neighbourhood of Elephant is, and a temple, 
in which facrifices were offered, both by the Roman and Nu- 
bian priefts, for the profperity of both nations. By this 
means the emperor hoped to eftablifh a good underftanding 
between the Romans and thofe barbarians ; and therefore call- 
ed the caftle Philas, that is, friendship. But neither the 
country he yielded to them, nor the pennon' which he en- 
gaged to pay yearly both to them and the Blemyes, and which 
was ftill paid in the time of Jujlinian, was fufKcicnt to rc- 
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ft rain them from making inroads into the empire, when not 
awed by the Roman troops *. 

The next confute were Maximianus, the fifth time, and 
Galerius, the fecond. The former, quitting Gaul upon the 
return of Conjlantius from Britain, eroded over into Africa, 
cut in pieces the armies of the rebellious Moors, beheged 73* Moors 
their caftles and ftrong- holds, diove them from their moun-/^^^ 
tains and rocks, which they had hitherto doemed impregnable jMaximian 
and having obliged them to deliver up their arms, and fur- 
render at difcrerion, tranfplanted them into other countries e . 
The fame year Narfes, king of Perfia, emulating the gk;ry 
of Sapor, who had defeated the Roman armies, and taken the 
emperor himfclf prifoner, entered Armenia at the head of a 
mighty army ; and having, without much trouble, reduced 
that kingdom, advanced into Mefopotamia. Dioclrfiso:, mind - 
ful of the misfortune that had be:allen the unhappy Valerian, 
inftcad of marching againft him in perfon, wi.hdrew into 
Egypt, committing the whole management ot th t dangerous 
war to GaleriuSy whom he inpined to leave lllxi icttm toi 
with, and haften into Mefopotamia* to oppofa there the at- 
tempts of the Per Ran monarch. Galerius obeved, flew to ~* . 
jvlejopritamia, and meeting the rerjtans between Lulunicum ^ r f M * r ^ ^ 
and Carrheg, engaged thwir numerous army with the lew j\ ar je» * 
troops he had then with him. The battle lalfed fomc hours 5 j>.;„, r „/ 
but in the end the Romans, overpowered with numoers, were pcriia. 
forced to give ground, and fave thcmfelves by flight. GWi»- 
rius haftened to Diocletian, to give him, by word of mouth, 
an account of the difaftcr, and advifc with him about the moil 
proper mcafures to prevent the evil confequcnce.s 1 ' ♦ «i t might 
attend it. The emperor, who, at his ai rival, was taking the 
air in the fields, received him with the greateft contempt 
imaginable, an J fufFcred him, attired as he was with the pur- 
ple, to walk one, or, as others write, feveral miles by his cha- 
riot f. This affront, inftead of dilheartening him, infpired 
him with an eager deli re of wiping off the difgrace of his late 
overthrow. Having therefore, with much ado, obtained 
leave of Dioclefian to raife a new army, he aflL-mbled all the 
troops in Illyricum and Afarjia, made new levies, and in a 
fhort time returned with a confiderable armv, and entered 
Armenia. All authors agree, that Galerius in this war per- 
formed whatever could be expected from a brave foldier and 
experienced commander : he even went in perfon, attended 
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only by two horfc-men, to reconnoitre the enemy, paging 
himfelf upon thofe who ftepped him for a deputy fent by the 
Narfes Roman emperor to the Per/tan monarch. Having thus view- 
utterly ed the enemy's camp and works, he attacked them fo feafon~ 
feated {n a ably, and conduced the whole a&ion with fuch prudence 
fecond and addrefs, that only with twenty-five thoufand men he 
tie by Q a forced their entrenchments, though defended by an innumer- 
Jeriu^ a kj e mu |titude, cut above twenty thoufand of them in pieces, 

took an immense booty, and an incredible number of prisoners, 
among whom were the king's wives, fitters, and children, both 
fons and daughters, and a great many perfons of the fir ft 
rank g . Gaferius treated the princeflcs with great refpe&, 
and would not fuffer the lea ft affront to be offered to them ; 
which feemed fo furprifing to the Per/tans^ that they owned 
themfelves as much inferior to the Romans in chaftity as in 
valour fc . Eutropius tells us, that Licinius % afterwards em- 
peror, fignalized himfelf on this occafion *. Narfes , who 
was prefent ac this battle, and, according to Zonaras, wound- 
ed in the beginning of the engagement, fled with the reft, 
and took fhelter in the moft remote deferts of his kingdom ; 
whence he frnt Aphzrban* one of his chief favourites to con- 
7be Per- c ' u ^ e a peace with the Romans upon any terms. jfpbarban 9 
fiM\s fue in the moft hum >le and fubmiffive manner, intreated the con- 
f>r peace, queror not to deftroy the Perfiait empire, but to ufe his vic- 
tory wi.h moderation ; which, he faid, would gain him 
greater reputation and fame, than the victory itfelf. As for 
the conditions of the peace, he left them intirely to him ; and 
only hedged in his mailer's name, that, mindful of the gene* 
rofity which in all ages had been peculiar to the Romans , he 
would add to the obligations which he already owed him, for 
treating his wives and children with fuch humanity, that of 
reftoring them to their former condition. Galenas anfwered 



him, that it ill became the Perfians to expedl moderation in 
others, after they had in fuch an enormous manner, as was 
known to the whole world, abufed their vi&ory in treating 
their illuftrious captive Valerian like the racaneft of flaves, 
riay, wurfe than their beads of burden. However, as it is be- 
neath a Roman , added he, to retaliate fuch indignities, and 
we are taught to fpare thofe who fubfliit, and humble fuch 
as oppofc us, let your mafter know, that he may perhaps 
fpon have the pjeafurc of feeing the perfons who are (o dear to 

* Eutrop. p. 586. Fistus, p. 553. Lact. pcrfec. c. o. 
p. 8. Ammun.I. xxiii. p. 245. Zonal p. 244. h Petr. 

Fatexc. ip cxccrpc. dp legal, p. 26. A 30. 1 Eutrop. ibid. 

him 



Chap. 24. Tbe Roman Hiftory. 251 

him *. Ga/erius, having difmifled the Per/tan embaffador, 
battened to Dioclefian, who received him at Nifibis in Mefo- 
pot ami a with all poffible marks of honour and efteem. They 
held fcveral conferences, the fubje<£fc of which was, whether 
or no they ftiould conclude a peace with the Per/tans, and 
upon what terms. We are told, that they might have eafily 
reduced Ptrfia to a Roman province ; but that Dioclefian did 
not approve of it, for rcafon* 9 fays Aurelius Fiftor 9 unknown 
to us Sicorius P rob us, one of Ga/erius's fecretaries, was 
therefore difpatched to Narps^ who received him with great 
demonftrations of kindnefs and effeem, and foon after ad- 
mitted him to an audience on the banks of the Ajprudis in % 
Media , in the pretence only of Apharban and two others. 
The terms propofed by Prabus were, that Narfcs fhould yield e 
to the Romans the five following provinces, Intclene y Sophene y * t fr™ r "fjc*j„ 
Arx cene+ Cardnene y and Zabdicene ; that the Tigris ihould . J 

be the boundary between the two empires ; that Nifibis fliould pf Qtv i nces 
be a common empory to both nations ; that tne limits of t0 t f fe 
Armenia ftiould be extended to the caftle of Zintha on the mans* 
confines of Media ; and laftly, that the king of Iberia fhould 
receive the crown at the hands of the Roman emperor. Nar- 
fes excepted againft the article relating to Nifibis y but com- 
plied with the reft. Whereupon a peace was concluded, and 
the Perjian king's wives and children fent back to him »j 
This peace proved very advantageous to the Ramans, and 
lafted forty years, till the PttfianSj defirous to recover th 
provinces they had yielded, broke it in the latter end of 
Con/iantine% reign. The above-mentioned provinces lay 
towards the fprings of the Tigris , and on the Roman fide of 
that river ; but were by the Romans commonly called the 
provinces beyond the Tigris^ becaufc they had been (a 
called by the Per/sans. Inftead of InteUne and Sopbene, we 
read in Ammianus Marcellinus f Moxoene and Rehimene : as to 
the names of the other three, there is no difagrcement among _ 
authors. For thefe conqucfts, Galcrius affumcd the pompous P i?*? 
titles of PerJicuSj Armeniacus 9 Medicus^ and Adiabenicus, as u PHjT e * u t 
if he had fubdued all thefe nations ; and became fo elated with " 
his vi&ory, that Dioclefian began to take umbrage at his 
haughty behaviour, imagining that he would not be much 
longer fatisfied with the bare title of Caifar B . The follow- 
ing year, Anicius Faujius being conful, .the fecond time, with 
Sever us Gailus, Dhclefian built fcveral forts and caftJes on tho 

k Eutiop. ibid. Petr. Patmc legat. p. 26. > Au*. 
Vict. p. czc. m Pitr. Pa tr iclegat. p. 29. "Euse*. 

1. via. c. 17. Lact, perf. c. 9. p. 9. AtfR. Vict. p. 
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frontiers of the empire towards Perjt.j f and furrounded with 
hiizh walls and ftrong towers the caftle of Cercujium in Me- 
ftpotamia* at the confl-ience of the /f boras and the Euphrates 0 * 
Tne next con fids were Dioclejian, the feventh time, and 
Maximian % the fixih. This year, the Marcomanni and 2?*/^ 
tarn* icceived a threat overthrow, and great numbers of their 
captives were tranfplanted into the Roman territories. From 
feveral laws it appears, that Dioclejian was this year in the 
in. ii ichs of" "January, February y April, and November , at 
Sirmium, an J on the fifth of June at Philippopol'ts in Thrace 4. 
The following yeai, when Con/iantius and Galerius were con - 
Is the: third ti.ne, is quite barren of events. The next con- 
fids were "Titianu\, the fecond rime, and Nepotianus, whom' 
Qxuphriut takes to be the father of Flavius Popilius Nepotia- 

Con (fan ti VVao i*f arped the empire firty years after r . This year 

, Cj>i;} thiiu* sained a remarkable victory over the Alemanni, 
grn.il w- vvll ° cu n: "'i upon him uncxpe&cdly, while he had but a fmalJ 
eory over boJy of troops wish him, obliged him to retire, and fhelter 
MvA!e- hi:r.fe f wi.hin the walls of Langres. But his army arriving 
manni. a few hours after he had entered the city, he marched out at 

the rmJ >r the detachment he had with him, joined his other 
forces, and tailing upon the enemy, cut fixty thoufand of 
them in pieces 1 '. Eumenius mentions another vi&oiy gained 
this year by Coujiantius in the plains pf Vindonijfa, now 1?*- 
tlijch, in the canton of Bern, near the confluence of the 
and the R*/f The fame writer tells us, that a numerous 
army, confiding of different German nations, having rendez- 
vous J in an ifland in the Rhine, while that river was frozen 
over, were by a fudden thaw ihut up there, and obliged to 
I \. r render at di friction to the Romans* who kept them block- 
ed up with their fleet u . Dioclejian was, as appears from the 
O/Je on the fourth of 'July at Antioch in Syria, The fol- 
lowing iear, when Coujiantius and Galerius were confuls the 
to iith nine, a great dearth prevailed in moil provinces of 
jiwit cm P' re » occalioned,- fays La£lantius % ^ by the avariciouf- 

, * . nefs <;t Dioclejian- who, to obviate that evil, fixed the prices 

mofi p>-i- 0i a " ,ol ts of neceflary prov i lions \ but the rates being too 
0/ r low, the traders, inftead of evpoling to fale, concealed their 

o Panegyr 9. p. 121. GieuT. p. i*66, 167. AmUian. 1. 
xxi*. p 3^9« p Aur. Victoii % p. 525. Eutrof. p. 586. 

4 Cud. Juft. I. ii tit. 1 3. leg, 1 7. p. 20 r, &c. 'Onuph. p. 

261. f Zonar.p 244 Theoph an. chronog. p. 5, 

P. riczyr. 7 p 9^ * Panegyr. 7. p. 92. Baud*, p. £i. 

u rancor. 7, p. 92. w Cod. Juft. 1. ii. tit. 28. leg. 25. p. 

a6<*. "LAcr.perf, c 7. p. 36a. 
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c om modities : bjr which means the dearth wai' changed into a 
*amine, which raged till the merchants were allowed to fell 
their commodities at their own prices* The fame thing hap- 
pcneJ in the rei^n of "Julian* funiamed the apq/late. W e 
reau in the chronicle of Alexandria^ that Dioclefian gave this 
year to that city the military bread* : what is meant thereby, 
we are not told. Frocopius writes, that Dioclefian ordered 
two millions of bufhels of corn to be yearly dittributed among 
the inhabitants of that populous metropolis p. Before the 
reign of Dioclejiavy corn was given monthly to old and dif- 
ablcd perfons ; an J in the reign of Conjlantini to the ecclc- 
haftics 4. Dioclefian fcems to have parted this year partly in 
Syria y and part I v at N>co media in Bit by ni a* with Galerius r . 
The next year, Dioclefian entered upon his eighth, and Afax- 
imian upon his feventh, confulfbip. Dioclefian and Gaierian 
paued the winter at Nicamcdia in Bitbynia* in confutations, 
not abouL the means of extending the empire, and fecuring 
it a^ain'i the iricurfions of the barbarians, but concerning t.ie 
m at effectual methods of utterly extirpating the chriftian re- 
ligion, to which Gaierian had imbibed from his infancy an <ffo tent y 
irrecuncileable hatred. He found means to infpire Dioclefian general 
with the fame fury, and, as we may call it, madnefs ; the perfecution^ 
effect of which was the moft bloody and dreadful perfecution 
the church had yet fuffered. This perfecution, which was 
the tenth and laft general one, broke out on the twenty-third 
of February of this year, 303, the nineteenth of Dioclefian** 
reign, and raged ten whole years with a fury hardly to be ex- 
p relied, the chriftians being every- where, without diftin&ion 
of fex, age, or condition, dragged to execution, and tortur- 
ed with the moft exquifite torments, rage, cruelty, and ha- 
tred could invent. Such numbers of chnftians fuffered deatli 
in ail the provinces of the empire, that the tyrants, imagin- 
ing they had com pa fled their wicked intent, and intirely a- 
boiiihed chriftianitv, told the world in a pompous, but lyingy 
infcnption, that they had extinguished the chriftian name and 
fupcrftition, and every-where rcftored the worfliip of the gods 
to its former purity and luftre. But the church triumphed 
over all the powers and artifices of men, and, in fpite of the 
utmoft efforts of tyranny, prevailed a few years after in the 
very metropolis of idolatry and fuperftition. During this 
perfecution, Jlbanus Verolamienfis % Julius* Aaron* a citizen 
of Ifca Icgionum* now Exeter* and other champions of the 

1 

0 Chron. Alex. g. 644. p Pnocor. arcan. hilt. c. 26. p. 77. 
% Eu sib I. vii. c. it. p. 267. Evacr. p. 6tf. At 11 a *a fol, p. 
737. r Cod p. 240, 24a. 
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faith, aim oft without number* differed ^martyrdom in Britain* 

But to give an account of their fufferings, of their truly heroic 

firmnefs, and unfaaken conftancy, would be intrenching on 

the province of the ecclefiaftic writers. Happy and glorious 

had hitherto been the reign of Dioclefian j but he no fooner 

began to imbrue his hands in the blood of the righteous, fays 

Eufebius, than he felt the effects of divine vengeance in the 

YjP r f many calamities which foon overtook him f . A few days af- 
brtaks out M ^ jgyjng Q f t h e g r ft c di&s againft the chriftians, a fire 

*iaee of Ni ^oke out in the palace at Nicomedia* where Dioclefian and 
comcd i a " G*!***™ were lodged, and reduced part of it to afhes Eu- 

febius writes, that he could never know how that accident 
happened u . Conjlantine* who was on the fpot, afcribes it to 
lightning " ; and La&antius aflures us, that GaUrius cau fed 
fire to be privately fet to the palace, that he might lay the 
blame of it upon the chriftians* and by that means incenfe 
Dioclefian ftill more againft them, which he did accordingly *. 
Confiantine tells us 7, that Dioclefian was fo difturbed with 
this accident, that thenceforth he conftantly imagined to fee 
lightning falling from heaven, which was in effe& the begin- 
ning of that phrenzy, which by Laclantius and Eufebius is 
afcribed to the malady, of which we (hall fpeak anon. Dio- 
clefian* s terror and difinay were greatly increafed by a fe- 
cond fire, which broke out in the palace fifteen days after 
the firft, but was ftopt before it had done any great mif- 
chief. However* it had the effe& which was intended by 
the author of it* Galerius ; for Dioclefian* afcribing it to 
the chriftians, refolved to keep no meafures with them $ 
and Galerius, the more to exafperate htm againft them, 
withdrew from Nicomedia the fame day* faying, that he was 
afraid of being burnt alive by the chriftians *. About this 
time, one Eugenius afiumed the title of emperor in Sy- 
Eugenias ria. He commanded five hundred men in Seleucia, who* 
proclaimed being employed in the day-time in cleanfing the harbour 
emperor by Q f t ^ at c j t y^ anc j m t h e n jg nt in baking their own bread* 
m few fit- to d e |i vcr themfelves from that infupportable drudgery* 

agreed to revolt* and proclaim their leader emperor. Eu- 
genius* who expc&ed nothing lefs* refufed at firft the dig- 
nity offered him \ but was at length prevailed upon, through 
fear, to accept it ; for they threatened him with prefent 
death* if he refufed to fecond their defigns. Being therefore 

f EvsiB. 1. viii, c. 13. p. 308. ' Lact. perf. c. 14; p. iz. 
Euseb. i. viii. c 6. p. 297. 11 Idem ibid, w Const, orat* 
ad fantf. cceeum. ■ Lact. perf. c. 14. p. 12. ' Conftant. ibid. 
■ Lact. ibid. Eussb. de martyr. Palaef. c. a. p. gae. 
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arrayed with a purple robe taken from the ftatue of one of 
the gods, he led his men ftrait to Antioch, which city he 
reached the fame day in the clofe of the evening, and entered 
it without oppofition, as there was no garifon in the place, 
and the inhabitants were quite unapprifed of his revolt ; but 
when he began to ad as emperor, the whole city rofe, and 
falling upon the rebels, for the moft part intoxicated with 
wine, with fuch arms as chance prefented, killed them all to 
a man before midnight. Thus the empire of Eugenius began Who are 
and ended the fame day a . Diocleftan ought rather to have all cut in 
rewarded than punilhed the Antiechimns ; but on this occafion puces* 
he betrayed that cruelty which was natural to him ; for, 
without any trial, without paying any regard to the ufual 
forms of law, he commanded the chief magi ft rates of An- The cruelty 
tioch and Seleucia to be publicly executed, as if they had been •/ Diocle- 
all privy to the confpiracy ; which rendered him fo odious nan /* the 
to the Syrians, that they could not, without horror, hear Antiochi* 
his name mentioned ninety years after b. Among the many 
perfons who loft their lives on this occafion, Libanius names 
his paternal grandfather and his grandfather's brother, whofe 
eliates were likewife confifcated c. Towards the clofe of the 
year, Diode/tan and Maximian, with their two Carfars, Con- 
Jlantius and Galerius, repaired to Rome, and there enjoyed 
the honour of a triumph, which the fenate had long ftnee 
decreed them, and their many victories and con qu efts well 
deferved. As Diaclejian, both in his triumph and the fports Diocletian 
that followed it, fhewed greater ceconomy than was pleafing triumphs, 
to the populace, they took thence occafion to rally him with and /eaves 
great liberty ; which he not being able to bear, left the city Rome, 
foon after his triumph, and fet out for Ravenna, on the nine- 
teenth of December, As the feafon was then both rainy and 
cold, he contracted a lingering dlftemper, which in a fhort 
time weakened him to fuch a degree, that he could neither 
walk nor ftand <*. He entered upon his ninth confulfhip at 
Ravenna, having Maximian, the eighth time conful, for his 
collegue. In the beginning of the fpring, he fet out from 
Ravenna, and pa fling through Venetia and lllyricnm, carried 
always, contrary to his cuftom,*in a litter, arrived at jVV- 
eomedia in the beginning of the autumn. As his diftemper 
increafed daily, on the thirteenth of December fo deep a fwoon 
feized him, that he was believed to have paid the laftdebr ff; s f/fa/ft 

» Li a an. orat. xiv. p. 399. Se orat. xv.p. 4 to, 4 1 1. t Idem 
ibid. « Idem ibid. J LACT.perfcc c. 17. p» i>. Am- 
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of mortality, and a report of his death was fpr<ad all ove 
the city. However, he recovered his fight and voice ; Lut 
his head remained fo afFecleJ, that thenccfoirh le frequently 
fell into fits, which quite deprived him of the life of his rea- 
fon. As be was not in a condition to appear abioad till the 
firft of March of the following year, many pcrfons believed 
he was dead ; but that his death was kept concealed till the 
arrival of Galerius^ left the foldiers mould, in the mean 
time, according to their cuftom, proclaim a new emperor*. 
To diffipate this report, he (hewed him felf to the people of 
Nicomcdia on the firft of March ; but there appeared fuch 
a change in his countenance, that many doubted whether it 
was the fame period. Soon after Galerius arrived, who had 
already threatened Ma xi ml an with a civil war, if he did not 
rcfign the empire ; and was come into Nicomedia with a 
defign to oblige Dicclejian likewife to rcfign the fovereignty, 
fincc he was no longer able to di fcharge the functions of the 
imperial dignity. As Dloclejian did not yield to the reafons 
he alledged, but only offered to take both him and Ccrjlan- 
tius for his partners in the empire, Galerius told him plainly, 
that if he did not refign of his own accord, he would force 
him to it. Dloclejian, frightened with thefe menaces, and 
well apprifed, that Galerius, who had, for fome time, heen 
increasing his army with new levies, was in a condition to 
make good his word, yielded at length, and it was agreed, 
Galerius that Dloclejian and Ma xi ml an mould refign the fovereignty ; 
ebllges him that Conjlantlus and Galerius mould, at the fame time be in- 
t? renounce veiled with it j and that, to preferve the form of govern- 
or empire. merit introduced by Dloclejian, two new Gafars fhould be 

named. Diacle flan immediately difpatched an exprefs to Max- 
imlan, who was then at Milan, acquainting him with what 
had pah^d at Nicomedia. He was no lefs unwilling than his 
collegue, to part with the fovereignty; hut nevet (hclcff, to 
avoid a civil war, in which, he wa* well appiifed, Galerius 
would prevail, he came into the fame mc. Cures *. Such is 
the account which Laclantius gives us of the r ell gnat ion of 
Maxlmlan and Diode/tan, in a piece not long fine? recovered 
from darknefs. Conjlantlne* who was then at Nlcomedia, 
and iodged in the fame palace with Dlnd.Jian, afTiires us, 
in a fpcech which he pronounced in public, iliat the emperor, 
thinking himfelf no longer able 10 govern, on account of 
the fits to which he was fuhje&, reiigncd of his own acroid * \ 

* Lact. perfec c. 17. p. 15. Euseb. 1. viii. e, 1 5. f Lact. 
perfec. c. 17. p. ir.&c. iS.p, 16. g Constant, orat. c 1*5. 

and 



4 



Chap.* 24? 



Tbi Roman WJtoryZ 



157 



and the panegyrifts, who wrote at that time, mention hit 
refignation as a fhining inftance of greatnefs, generofity, and 
an utter contempt of all human grandeur ; nay, they tell us, 
that both he and Maximian had agreed long before, and even 
bound themfelves, by a folemn oath in the capital, to refign 
the fovereignty. Aurelius Viftor writes, that Dioclefian 
quitted the government, and betook himfelf to a private life, 
that he might not be overwhelmed with the misfortunes that 
threatened the empire As two new Gafars were to be 
chofen, Dioclefian propofed Maxentius, the fon of Maxi- 
mian and fon- in- law of Galerius, and Conftantine, the fon of 
Conjlantius ; but Galerius, rejecting them, prevailed upon Maximiit 
Dioclefian to name two others in their room, viz. Sever us, andSeve- 
whom he had already fent to receive the purple at the hands rus declar- 
of Maximian, and Data, or Daza, his fitter's fon, to ed Caefars. 
whom he had a little before given the name of Maximin. 
They were both greatly attached to Galerius, but neither 
of them any- ways qualified for fuch a high ftation. Howe- 
ver, Dioclefian confented to their election ; and a few days 
after, on the firft of May of the prefent year 305, the Dioclefian 
twenty-firft of his reign, he refigncd the empire in the pre- and Maxi- 
fence of his court and the army, diverting himfelf of the mJan 
purple, and delivering it to Maximin, whom at the fame/i 71 /^* 
time he declared Cetfar, together with Severus. This cere- em t tre * 
mony was performed in the fame place where Galerius had 
been declared Cafar, about three miles from Nicomedia. 
Dioclefian, before he diverted himfelf of the purple, made an 
harangue to the foldiers, telling them, That his infirmities 
obliging him to retire, he yielded the empire to Conjlantius 
and Galerius, who were more able and better qualified than 
he to difcharge fo great a truft. When the ceremony wai 
over, Dioclefian parted through Nicomedia with a fmall reti- 
nue, and retiring to Dalmatian his native country, chofe the 
city of Saiona for the place of his residence The fame 
day, Maximian^ quitting the purple at Milan, configned ic to 
Severus, as had been agreed on before-hand, declared Con- 
Jfantius and Galerius emperors, and then retired to Lucania, 
where we fhall foon fee him raifing disturbances, with a de- 
fign to refume the dignity which he had quitted. As for Dioclefian 
Dioclefian, he parted the remainder of his life, that is, near /gads a re- 
nine years, at a country-feat in the neighbourhood of Saiona, tired life. 
on the fpot where the city of Spalatro was afterwards built. 
The ruins of the palace of Dioclefian are ftill to be fcen there, 

* Aur. Vict. p. 525, 1 L\ct. perf. c. i3. p. 16*, 17. 
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and take up two thirds of the town. It was, according to 
the defer ipt ion whicli Conjfantius P orphyrogenitut gives us of 
it, a mo ft ftately and magnificent building, and contained 
four temples, one of which is ftill intire, and the cathedral of 
Spalatro. Dioclefian diverted himfelf, during his retirement, 
With cultivating a garden, faying often, Now I live ; now 
J fee the beauty of the fun. Some time after, when Maxi- 
mian and others wrote to him to join them and refume the 
empire, he returned them this anfwer ; / wijh you would hut 
come to Salona, that I might Jhew you the col worts which I 
have planted with my own hands : I am fure you would never 
thenceforth mention the empire to me*. He was long honour- 
ed in his retreat by the princes who reigned after him, and 
looked upon him as their common father, fince to him they 
were indebted for their dignity. In an infcription of the 
year 306, both he and Maximian are ftyled the antient empe- 
ror $ y and the fathers of the emperors 1 • In his time they con* 
fecrated the Thcrma* or hot baths, which he had begun at 
Rome, and confulted him in all affairs of great importance, 
paying great deference to his counfels. Thus Galerius invited 
him in the year 307, to Camus* or Carnuntum* in Pan- 
nonia y to advife with him about the promotion of Lici- 
nius m . However, feveral things happened afterwards which 
gave him great concern and uneafinefs : His daughter Valeria 
refuftng to marry Alaximin* after the death of her hufband 
Galerius in the year 311, was by that prince treated in a 
barbarous manner, and banilhed. Conjiantine and Licinius 9 
in the beginning of the year 313, efpoufed with great zeal 
the caufe of the persecuted chriftians, whom he and his 
collegue Maximian had attempted utterly to extirpate n . 
V iff or adds, that the two above-mentioned princes hav- 
ing been invited to the nuptials of Licinius with the 
lifter of Conftantiney and he excufing himfelf on account 
of his age, they wrote a threatening letter to him, as if 
he had been concerned in the difturbances railed by 
Maxentius *. The fame author adds, that the dread he was 
in of an ignominious death prompted him to end his life with 
death, poifon *• Theophanes writes, that the fenate had already if- 

fued a decree for his execution * ; and LacJantius, that feeing 
himfelf, after a glorious reign of twenty years, ill ufed and 
defpifed, he refolved to put an end to hit life, abftained from 

k Idem, 54.2. Eutrop. p. 587. 1 P. Paci. p. 14!. 

» Lact. perf. c. 29, p. 26. » Idem ibid. c. 41. p. 36. 
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all food, and died of hunger, grief, and defpair *• In the 
chronicle of Alexandria we read, that he died of a dropfy f ; 
and in Eufebius y that he was confumed and worn out by a 
lingering diftemper *. He died, according to Aurelius tYicJer** 
foon after the marriage of Licintus, which was celebrated it 
the March of the year 313, after having lived about eighty 
years, and reigned twenty and fbme months. He was deified 
with the ufual folem nicies after his death w , probably by Li- 
cinius or Maximin II ; for Conftantine^ at the time of his 
death, profefled the chriftian religion. Libanius writes, that He /hewed 
Diocleftan (hewed himfelf in many, but not in all, things an bim/elfim 
excellent prince * ; and the emperor Julian commends him ma V 
for having done many things that proved very ufeful to the tkin V m 
public f. He enacted a great many'wholefome laws, and was 
h far from countenancing informers, that he commanded f rtnce% 
them to be executed, when they could not make good their 
charge. He would not receive the accufation of one Tbauma- 
Jius againft his benefactor Symmachus, in whofe houfe he had 
been brought up, and condemned another to banifhment, for 
informing againXfc his brother ». He fuppreffed the officers 
called frumentarii^ of whom Cafaubon fpcaks much at length, 
without giving us any fatisfa&ory reafon why they were fo 
called \ They were firft eftablifhed to give the emperor im- 
mediate notice of the disturbances that happened in the pro- 
vinces ; but abufing their office, efpccially in the diflant coun- 
tries, they often extorted large fums from the inhabitants, by 
threatening to accufe them, if they did not comply with their 
unjuft demands. However, no great benefit was reaped from 
their fuppreifion ; for thofe who were ftyled agentes in rebus* 
and curioft^ proved no lefs mifchievous than the frumentarii 
Diode fian encouraged and preferred perfons of merit and vir- 
tue, difcountenanced vice, managed the public money with 
great frugality, had much at heart the worfhip of the gods, 
and was, till feduced by Galerius, rather a friend than an ene- 
my to the chriftiaus, of whom he had, till the year 303* 
great numbers both in his court and army c He was greatly His public 
addicted to building, and embcliifhed feveral cities of the em- buildings* 
pire, efpecially Rame 9 Carthage* Milan* and Nkorntdia^ with 

r Lact. perf. c. 42. p. 36. * Chron. Alexand. p. 656, 

« Fused. 1 viii. c. 7 p. 317. « Auk. Vict. p. 542. 

* Eutrop. p. 586. Euseb. 1. ix. c. 10. p. 364.. ■ Li ban. 
orat. xiv. p. 399. f JuL.orat. i. p. 12. * Cod. Jt st. I. ix. 
tit. i. leg. 17. p. 11 1, & leg. 12. p. 810. ' Casavb not. in 

Spart. p. 22 b Aur. Vict. p. $24 « idem, p. s*S> 

L act. peifcc. c. 10. p. 9. 
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many (lately edifices. From the ruins of his therm** or pub- 
lic hot baths, which are ftill vifited and admired by all tra- 
vellers to Rome* we may judge of the grandeur and magnifi- 
cence of that farprifing fabric* Befides the bathing places, in 
which three thoufand perfons c©uld conveniently bathe at a 
time, there were many other rooms and apartments ; for the 
books which were lodged in Trajan's library v.' ere con- 
veyed thither The emperor Conftantius II. when he came 
to Rome in 358, admired nothing fo much as Diode/tar? % 
baths, which feemed rather a province, fays A mini anus Mar- 
cellinus* with no fmall exaggeration, than a building e . Part 
of thefe baths were by pope Pius IV, changed into a church, 
confecrated to the Virgin Mary* under the title of Santa Ma- 
ria degli Angeli. Dioclefian embelltfhed with a great number 
of {lately buildings many other cities, but above all Nicome- 
dia* with a defign of equalling it to Rome* for which purpofe 
he fpared no coft or labour, that might render the place either 
beautiful or convenient. He built there a circus, feveral bafi- 
lics, a mint, an arfenal, a palace for his wife, and another for 
his daughter. Thus Nicomedia became the ordinary refidence 
of the emperors, when the affairs of the empire called them 
into the eaft, till the removal of the imperial feat to Conftan- 
tinople f . We have fpoken above of his magnificent palace or 
villa at Spalatro in Dalmatia* in which province he likewife 
built the caftle of DiocUa* in the village where he was born, 
the inhabitants whereof were called Dioclefians E . But thefe 
They prove buildings proved very burdenfome to the people, who were 
burdenfome not only obliged to abandon their antient habitations to make 
to the room for them, but moreover to furnifh workmen, bcafts of 
people. burden, and the neceflary materials; by which means he 

ruined provinces, while he enibeliifhcd the cities. If he hap- 
pened not to like a building when it was quite finifhed, he 
caufed it to be pulled down, though reared at an immenfe 
expencc, and to be rebuilt upon a different plan, perhaps to 
pull it down a fecond and third time h . Lafiantius charges 
him with avarice, and with putting, under various falfe pre- 
tences, many perfons to death, in order to feize their cftatcs 
Eutropius k , Zonaras 1 * and Aw elius Viftor w tell us, that to 
cover the meannefs of his extraction, he affcited extraordi- 



d Eusr.B. chron. p. 244. P;ob vit. p. 233. Vict. epit. p. 52$. 

* Ammi an.!, xvi. p. 71. f Lact. pcrf. c. 7, 17. p. 7. 15. 
5 Constak. Por p h y r. de adminillr, imper. ad Rom. fil. p. 72. 

* Lact. pcrf. c. 7. p» 7. 1 idem ibid. c. 9. p. 9. k Eu- 

TROr.p. 586. 1 ZONAR p. 244. 01 AUR. VlCT. p. 

523. 
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nary magnificence in his attire, caufed thofe who approached 
him to fall proftrate at his feet, aflumed the titles of Lord and AJfumes 
God r , as Caligula and Domitian had done, and claimed divine *J?J 
worfhip. Hence Spartian 9 in addreffing his works to him, 
ufes this expreffion ; / lay them at the feet of your deity *. 
Other writers exprefs tbemfelves in the fame ityle, whether 
they direft their fpeech to him or his collegues, who, it feems, 
followed his example °. Dioclefian took the name of Jovius % 
and Maximion that of Hercules 9 as if they had been de- 
scended from thefe pretended deities, and even obliged their 
fuccefTors to a flu me the fame titles. Thus Galerius and 
Maximian added to their other titles that of Jupiter and J x crbius 9 
and Confiantius the furname of Hercules^ which he t ran fm it- 
ted to LiciniuSy and his fon Conjlantin* ; but they foon quit- 
ted them i for Laclantius tells us, that in the year 320, the 
impious names of Jupiter and Hercules were abolifhed from off 
the face of the earth p. We cannot help obferving, before 
we clofe this chapter, that tho' no reign was more remarkable, 
cither for length, or variety of great events, than Dioclefian*s 9 
yet no prince's reign is lefs known $ which feems the more 
furprifing to us, when we refle£fc on the great number of hif- 
torians who flourifhed in his time* Many of them muft, 
without all doubt, have written the hiftory of his life, 
as we knew they did thofe of his predecefibrs, which mod of 
them inferibed to him : but no particular and diftinfl account 
of his reign has reached us ; nay, a chafm even in the hiftory 
of Zojimus, from the death of Carus to the refignation of 
Dioclefian, has deprived us of what we might have learnt 
concerning him of that, as we may call him, fecond-hand 
hiftorian. May we not afcribe this general lofs of memoirs 
concerning him to divine vengeance, for his attempting utter- 
ly to abolifh the holy fcriptures? This, at lcaft, feems more 
probable to us, than what we read in a modern critic, viz. 
that the chriftians, out of hatred to fo cruel an enemy, fup- 
prefled all hiftories and memoirs relating to him 1. Of the 
writers who flourifhed under Dioclefian, we fhali fpeak in our 
note (C). 

n Spart. vit. Ver. p. 13. 0 Paneg. 10. p. ! 23. p Lact. 
ibid. c. 52. p. 46. Casaub. not. in Spart. p. 201. 

(C) Claudius Eufthemus* fecrctary to Dioclefian, wrote in four 
booics the hiltory of the four princes, Dioclefian* Maximian* Con- 
jlantius, and Galerius (45) ; and this is all we know of him. Vof- 

(45) c *r. «7. P 254. 
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Jtu$ is of opinion, that. Afclepiodotus wrote the hiftory of Dioclefian'* 
reign, becaufe Vopifcus quotes him in relating fome things concern- 
ing that prince f 46 ) j but as Afclepiodotus was captain of the guards 
to Confiantius, and well acquainted with the court, Vopifcus might 
have quoted him, as he often quotes his father and grandfather, 
who never committed any thing to writing. The Auguftine writers, 

wise. Spartian, Lampridius, Vuicatius y Capitolinus, Pollio, and Vopif- 
cus, ail lived in the reign of Dioclefian, though fome of them wrote 
under his fucceflbrs. jElius Sparti**us 9 wrote firft the litres of all 
the emperors, from Julius (Lefar to Adrian, and afterwards re- 
folved to add to them the lives of ail the other emperors and 
C*fars, and to infcribe the whole to Dioclefian, of whofe fa- 
mily he feems to have been (47). The lives of the fol- 
lowing princes pais under his name, w*. of Adrian, of Is- 
ms Verus 9 his adopted fon, of Julian, Niger, Severus, Caracalla, and 
Geta. Thofe of ASlimi, C<efar 9 Adrian, J ulimn. Severus, zndNiger, are 
infcribed to Dioclefian ; that of Caracalla has no dedication prefix- 
ed to it ; but the life of Geta is add retted to Confiantsne, already 
Auguftus. What the author fays in his addrefs gives us room to 
believe, that he had dedicated other lives to the fame prince ; 
nay, Salmafius takes him to be the author of the lives of all the 
emperors to Maximin I. (48). This opinion we (hall examine anon. 
Vopifcus, in the life of Probus, names Julius Capitolinus and JEliut 
Lampridius among the hiftorians who had written before him (49). 
To the latter are generally afcribed the lives of Comma dm 9 of Dia- 

du menus the fon of Macrinus, of Heliogabalus, and Alexander. The 
life of Commodus is infcribed to Dioclefian ; thofe of Heliogabalus 

and Alexander to Confiantsne, who de fired the author, as he telis us, 
to write the life of Heli9gabalus 9 and to addrefs it to him, as he had 
done feveral other lives before (?o). He adds, that he defigned to 
write the hiftory of Alexander Srverus, and his fucceflbrs, to Con* 
ftantine ; namely of the Gordians 9 of Aurelian, Claudius, Dioclefian, 
Maximiam, Licinius, Senterus, Alexander, who revolted in Africa in 
508, and of Maxentius. Thefe princes were, it feems, at that 
time all dead, and confequently he could not write this before the 
year 324. He tells us eifewhere, that he had written the lives of 
M. Aurelius and Maerinus f 51 1. In fome antient manufcripts, all 
the lives that pafs under the name of Lampridius, are afcribed to 
Spartian \ and truly the lives faid to have been written by thefe two 
hiftorians are in every refpecl fo like, that fome learned critics have 
taken them to have been done by one writer, named JElius Lampri- 
dims Spartianus. Cafaubon and Vojfius are greatly inclined to this 
opinion • ; the more becaufe Vopifcus often quotes Lampridius, 

(46) Voff hift Lat. /. it. € . 5. p. 18;. ( 47 ) Ver. <uit.p. y 3, 

1 6. U«) Salmaf not. in Spart. p. 242, 243. (49) Proh. v//. 
234. (50I Lampr.p. A $, 101, 136, 113. (jO&wjpW. 

!?V, t % \ , 99. • Cafmub. im Spare, p. r. 

VoJJ. bifl. Lat. I m. c . 7 p. 192, 193, 

and 
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and never 3 parti art. On the other hand, Salmafius Cakes them to 
be two diJlinct writers (92). Julius Capitolinut J ike wife undertook 
to write the lives of all the emperors in To many diflinlt and fepa- 
rate books, as others had done before him ; but, upon fecond 
thoughts, to Avoid prolixity and repetitions, he joined fcvcral lives 
together, of fuch emperors especially as reigned at the fame time 
{5$ J- Under his name pafs the lives of T. Antoninus, M. Aurelius 9 
L. ferns, Ptrtinax, Albinus, Macrinus, the two Maxim ins , the three 
Gordians 9 Maximus, and Balbinus. The hiftory of Titus Antoninus 9 
M. Aurelius, L Verus y and Macrinus, are dedicated to Dioclefian ; 
and that of the Maximim, of the Gordians, and of Albinus, to Con- 
/tontine, for whofe fake he undertook the whole work (54). Per- 
haps Cornelius Capitolinut, quoted by Trebellius Pollio in his account 
ofZenebia (55), and Julius Capitolinus are one and the fame per- 
fon. Some manufcripts afcribe to S portion all the lives that pafs 
under the name of Capitolinus, except thofe of the A/aximins, of 
the Gordians 9 and of Maxim us and Balbinus (56). Salmafius yields 
to the authority of the manufcripts ( 57) ; but VoJJius averts, that 
the lives commonly afcribed to Capitolinut were done by him, and 
not by Sport ran ($9 J. Vulcatius Gallicanus, a Roman fenator, un- 
dertook, in the reign of Diodefian, to write the lives of ail thofe 
who had enjoyed the fovereigncy, whether by right or ufarpation 
($9) ; but of all he wrote, ordefigned ro write, nothing has reached 
our times, except his hiftory of A<vidius CaJJius, who revolted in the 
eaft during the reign of M. Aurelius, which is dedicated to Diode- 
fian. This life too Salmafius afcribes to Sparttan (60). Bat the 
name of Vulcatius, which is no common name, lias nor, in the opi-^ 
nion of Vojfius (61), been prefixed to it by chance, or mere caprice 
of the tranferiber. Valefius takes the hiitorian to be one and the 
fame perfon with Gallicanus, who was conful with Bajfus in the 
year 317. 

Trebellius Pollio wrote the life of Philip^ and of all the other 
princes, whether lawful emperors or ufurpcrs, from his time to the 
reign of Claudius, and his brother 2>uintillus (bz}. yie had begun, 
it feems, this work before the year 291, when "Ttbtrianm was go- 
vernor of Rome ,63"). Great part of this work has been long fince 
loft. He like wife defigned to write the life of Awelian ; which 
defign, if he ever put in execution, it was after Vopifcus had written 
on the fame fubjeel ; for chat writer glories in his being the fir It a- 
mong the Latins who pubiifhed the life of Aurelian (64.). Trebellius 

(52) Salmaf. in Sport, p. 66. f 53) Cord vet. p. 1 5 f . Ma- 

*im. <vit. p. 138. (54) Capit.p. 30, 39,96, fcfr. 

Trig tyran. c. 29. £.198. {56) Ve>Jf. bifi. Lat. I ii. c 5. p. 

1 36. {$7j Salmaf. in Capit.p. 58. (58) Vof.hifi. Lat c. 

6y.p* 1 8. (59 CaJJti. vie. p. 40, 4 1 . (60 j Salmaf in Spart. 
p, 108. (6i) Voff bifi. Lat. I ii. e, 5./. 187. (62) Aur. 

*vit. p. 20O, 242. (63) Idem, ibid. Idem ibid. 
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Pollio teems to have been greatly attached to Conftantius the father 
of Conftmntine (65). Fops feus thinks he overlooked fome things, and 
was too minute end ihfFufe in others ( 66). His hiftory of the 
thirty tyrants was pubiiihed after the year 291, when Conftantius 
was already C<efar. He tnferibed his work to fome particular 
friend or friends, whom he does not name ; but the life of Claudius 
he addrefles to Confronting, and not to Conftantiui as fome have 
maintained (67). Voffius thinks his language and ftyle not unworthy 
of praife, if compared with that of his contemporary writers (68). 
Some afcribe to Capitolinut the lives that pafs under the name of 
Pollio ; but their opinion is rejected by the bed critics (69). Fla- 
*vius Vopifcus was a native of Syracufe, and feems to have been de- 
scended of a noble family ; for his father and grandfather, whom 
he often quotes, lived in great intimacy with D to cleft an. He was 
induced to write the life of Aurelian, as he himfelf informs us, by 
Junius Tib en anus > governor of Rome (70) in 291, or 292; but he 
did not publifli it before Conftantiui was" created Cafar (71). He 
feems to have made fome additions to it long after ; for he takes 
notice of a faying of DiocUJian after his refignation, which, he fays, 
he had learnt of his father (7 2). He wrote likewife the hiftories 
of Tacitus, and his brother Florianus, of Probus, of Firmus, and of 
fome other ufurpers. He was employed in writing the lives of 
Car us and his children, while Galerius was waging war with the 
Perjians (73) ; that is, about the year 297 ; but he mud have af- 
terwards added feveral things to it ; for he mentions the fhows 
exhibited by DiocUJian in 309; and fays, That Eufthenius, nvbo 
bad been feeretary to that prince, bad written bis life, and the 
Jives of bis three collegues (74). From which expreflion we 
may conclude, not only that Eufthenius was no longer his feeretary t 
and confequently that Dioclefian was no longer emperor, but like- 
wife that he and his collegues were dead, fince their lives were al- 
ready written. The laft of them died in 311. Vopifcus inferibed 
his works, not to the emperors, but to his friends* The life of 
Firmus is addre(fed to Baffin, and that of Probus to one Celfus, his 
intimate friend, perhaps Herennius Celfus ; who afpired at the con- 
fulfliip (7ff), and was, according to Cafaubon (76), governor of 
Egypt- Vopifcus was a great admirer of Jpollonius Tyaneus, and 
promifes, in one place of his work, to write his life ; but of fuch 
a performance no mention is made by any of the antients (77}. 
Thefe fix writers, was. Spartian* Lampridius, Vulcatius, Capitolinus, 
Pollio, and Vopifcus, are commonly known to the learned by 
the name of bifloriec duguft* fcriptores 9 though they are in elFcft 

(6<p Cafaub. in not. p. 203. (66) Jvrel. <vit. ibid. (67) 

Vide Vofffhift. lat c. 6. p. 190. (68) Voff. hijl. Lett, c 6. 

p. 190. (69} Vide Cafaub. in Poll p. 203. (70) /fur. 

<vit. p. 209. (71) Idem, p. 224. (72) Idem, p. 223. (73) 

Car. vit. p. 250. (74) Idem, p. 254. (75) Trig, tyran. w>. 

P f 9S« f7^) Cafaub, in Vopifc. p. 216. (77) Jur. vit. p. 
217. 
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rather biographers than hiftortans, and take more care to inform 
us of the good and bad qualities of the emperors, of their birth, 
education, -nature, mien, and even their diet, and the cloaths they 
wore, than to defcribc their wars, the Jaws they enacted, and the 
great revolutions that. happened during their refpe&ive reigns. Vo- 
pi/cms , in the opinion of the learned, far excels the reft, both as to 
his method and ftyle ; but neverthelefs has many great faults, and 
is not to be compared with any of the antient Latin hiftorians. 
As for the other five, they betray great want of judgment in their 
choice, and of method in digefting what they had chofcn. Of 
thefe fix writers Capi flints is the mod confufed and injudicious : 
whence fome have fufpecled, that the author of this collection might 
have mixed and blended together the relations of Capitolinus. 
Sport ion, and fome others (78). Their ftyle is quite coarfe and 
unpolifhed, their expreflfons uncouth, and (o me times hardly intelli- 
gible. Vo ft fens writes, that Lampridins and Capitolinus minded ra- 
ther truth than elegance in their narrations (79). Pol Ho owns his 
ftyle to have nothing of the elegance of the antients 1 80). But of 
the many hiftorians, fome fay fifty and upwards, who have handled 
the fame fubjelt, only the above-mentioned fix have reached us* 
Tat ins 9 or S tat ini Cyr Hint 9 was con temporary with thefe fix writers, 
and tranflated the lives of feveral emperors out of Creek into Latin. 
Confiantine defired him to abridge them, and to join feveral lives 
together in one volume (81 ). His work has been long fince loft. 
Sotericni, a poet and hi (tori an, flou rimed in the reign of Diode/tan* 
on whom he wrote a panegyric. He was a native of Oafis in Li- 
bya % and much e (teemed by the learned men of his age. He left 
behind him feveral works, ami, among the reft, the life of Apollo* 
nins Tyantns \Sz) ; but only a fmall f ragmen t of what he wrote 
has been conveyed* to us by the fchotiaft of Lycopbron (83). 

But, of all the writers who flour ifhed under Diode fian, the moft 
famous was the philofopher Porphyrins, born, as he himfelf writes, 
in the city of 4jre> or that neighbourhood ; for he ftyles himfelf a 
fyrian (84). St. J groin gives him the furname of Batantotes (8j) : 
whence forrie have believed him to have been a native of Batanea, 
a village in Syria, according to Stepbanris, or rather in Phoenicia ; 
for it flood Within fifteen miles of C*farea in Paleftine. Perhaps 
the family of Porphyrins came originally from 7yrr, and thence he 
fty led himfelf a Tyrian 9 tho* born in the village of Batanea (86% 
It is certain, that -he panted part of his life in the neighbourhood 
of Tyro (87). Baronins maintains him to have been by religion 
a JVw(88\ probably for ho other reafon but becaufe he fuppofed 
him to have bein a native of Batanea ; but in thofe days Batanea 

(78') VideCafauh. in Spart. p. 13. (79) Prob. ntii. p. 234. 

(80) Trig, tyran. p. 184. (81 ) Max. wit. p. 138. Voff. hijt m 

Lat. c. 7. p. 193. (Sa) Suid. p. 784. (83) Voff. hift. 
Gr*c. /. ii. c .16. p. 346. (84) Plot. ntit. p. 6. (85) Hier* 
in Gal. par. prim* 156. (86) Vide Jonf. I. iii. c. 1*5. p. 286. 

C87) Plot'. *vit. p. iz. (88) Baron, ad am. 30.!. ' 
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wa« inhabited not only by Jews* but Hkewife by Greeks and Sy- 
rians. Ft is true, he always (poke with great reverence of the God 
of the jfewsiSg) ; but ac the same time he declared himfelf an o- 
pen enemy to that people, as well as to the Chriftiant (90). St. 
A u ft in it vies him Porphyrins the Sicilian ' 91), probably On account 
of his having rcfided a longtime in Sicily* and publishing there fe- 
vera! books again ft the chriitians He was defcended of a good 
family His ancettors were not Greekt but Syrians , fo far as we' 
can judge from the name of his father, who was called Malchus ; 
which name he himfelf bore in his youth : but as the name of Mal- 
chus, in the Syriac language, fignified king, Longinus advifed him to 

exchange it for that of Parphyrius* which has fome relation to roy- 
alty, the ward *roppi»p« fignifytng in Greek, purple* which was pe- 
culiar to the emperors and Cm far $ However, he was by fome ftill 
called Malchus, and Longinus himfelf gave him that name in addref- 
fing a work to him (92). He was . born in the year 233, for he 
was thirty in the tenth year of the reign of Gmllienus 93J. So- 
crates writes, that, at firil, he profeffed the chriftian religion ; but 
afterwards, upon his being beaten and abufed by fome chriitians at 
Cm fa* ea in Pale/line, out of revenge, he not only renounced,, but 
undertook to impugn the religion* which he had till that time pro- 
filed (94. \ Ho'tftcnius like wife fuppofes him to have been once a 
chriihan, and for that fuppofition quotes St Auftin (95) ; but that 
father only fays, that Porphyrias had read the icripture with great 
attention, but could not be reconciled with the humility of Jefus 
(q*>) ; from which words no one can conclude, that he ever pro- 
fefied the doctrine and humility of ye/us. While he was yet very 
young, he faw Ou'gen, ac that time in great credit among the chris- 
tians f 97), not at Alexandria* as Vincentius Lirinenfts writes (98), 
(for he had left that city in 231), but either at Cm/area in Paleftine, 
or at Tyre. Porphyrins came to Rome about the year 252. He 
was dikiple to Loiiginus y under whom he iludied at Athens the phi- 
Ioiophy of Plato, and made fuch progrefs in his ftudics, that he 
foon became the honour and ornament of that fchool (99). Though 
he was one of the mod dangerous and inveterate enemies the chrif- 
tian religion ever had, yet this has not hindered the chriftian writers 
from doint$ him juftice, and beflowing upon him the praifes he de- 
fer vod. Eufebius ranks him among the mod iiluftrious men and e- 
minent phiiofophers that flourished at any time (ioo) r Cyrillus of 
Alexandria extols his knowledge ; and St. Auftin itylei him an ex- 

(ftc)) 4u%uft. civit. Dei, I. xix. c. 23. p. 253. (90) Em/eh. 

praep. evang. I. x.- c . 9 p. 485. (91) Aug retraG. /. ii. e. If. 

p. 24. (,92) Eunap. c. ii. p. 16. Plot. vit. p. IO. (93) 

idem, p. 3. (94) Socr I iii. e. 3. f 100. (95) Pdrphyr. 

wit. c. C. p. 19. (96) Aug. civ. Dei, I. X. p. 1 18. (97) 

Eufeh I. vi. c. 19.^. 220. ^98) Fine. Lir. c. 23 p. 352. (99) 
Eufeh. prrtpar. enan I x. c. 3. p. 464. Eunap. c. 2. p. 16. (IOO) 
Eufeh. ibid. Porphyr. ntit, e, I. p. 10, 11. 
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traordinary genius, and the mod learned among phtlofophers (O. 
In the year 263, being then thirty, he palled from Greece co Rome, 
where he heard Plot inns, who taught there ; and no there r heard 
him, than, forgetting Longinus, and all the other philosopher, h<# 
addicted himfelf intirely to him (2). Snidas fuppoies him have 
been likewiie difciple to Amelins (3); bat the latter iludied at the 
fame time under Plotinus, To that he and Porphyrins were rather 
condifciples (4). Porphyrins indeed might ha\e learned many 
things of Amtlius, who was eighteen years older than he, and 
been, in that fenfe, his difciple. He lived fix years with Plotinus, 
and the fruit he reaped from his inilruclions was a profound me- 
lancholy, which in the end reduced him to fuch mifery, that he 
refolved to dellroy himfelf. Plotinus, fufpec\:ng his ccfign from 
fome words he dropped, prevailed upon him to divert his mind 
from fuch gloomy thoughts by travelling. He therefore took his 
leave of Plotinus, and, in the beginning of the year 268, the fif- 
teenth of the reign of Ciallienus, iet out from Rome, ar.d crofted 
over into Sicily. He landed near Meffana, now i\lcjfiva ; bur, 
without vifiting that city, went ltratt to cape Lilybseum, 10 lee oue 
Probns, who was generally elleemcd a man of gieac learning. He 
continued fome days with Probus, without taking any food, or con- 
verting with any one (5 ; but in the end goi the better or' h:s 
melancholy, and ilaid near two years at Lilyb<eu?n. White he 
was there, Plotinus died at Rome aliout the beginning of the year 
270. From Sicily Porphyrias feems to have palled into the en it, to 
have (laid fome time at Tyre, and returning from thence co Sicily, 
to have croiTed over from Lilyb.eum to Africa, and there viiited 
the city of Carthage (6). From dftica he lai.ed bjck to Sicily, and 
from Sicily returned to Rome, where he applied himlelf to me 
ftudy of eloquence, and even made fome public fpeechc^ or de- 
clamations (7). He lived to a great age, fays Eunapiui ; and Por- 
phyrins himfelf, in his life of Plotinus, i peaks of a thing that hap- 
pened to him when he was fixty eight ; that is, in the year 299, 
or 300 8 ; fo that he not on y 'ived to the reign of I'robus, as 
Ennapius writes, bat to t!iac of Diocle/ian, and perhaps longer ; 

which confi-nn wnat we read in St Au/lin, viz. that he lived in the 
time that the princes of the earth, and the adorers of the infernal 
fpirits, confpired to extirpate the chriftian religion ; and therefore 
could not perfuade himfelf, that it had been given by God for a 
means of Salvation ; whereas he ought, continues Sc. Au/lin, to 
have looked upon that bloody perfection as an evident proof of 
the -glory and invincible ftrength of the church (9 . He died, ac- 

(\) Aug. civ. Dei, r. 32. p. 120. fzj Plot. vir. p 3. Eir 
nap. e. 2. p 17. ($)Suid p. 573, 19% C4) Pht <vtt. 

P- 3* (5) P- 4» Eunap. c. 2 p. 17, 18. ^6) Por- 

pbyr. vit. p. 2 — ! 2. Plot w>. p. 1 7. (7} Eunap. c 2. p z\ 
Plot, wit* p. 1 6. (8 J Idtm, ibid. (<)) Aug. civ. Dei, /. x. 

c. 32. p. 120, 121. 
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cording to Eunapius, (10) at Rome. St. Jerem teems to have be- 
lieved, that he was buried in Sieih ( 1 1 • . He had married a wi- 
dow, by name Marcel/a, who had fire children by a former huf- 
bind. Eunapius tells us, that he married her with no other view, 
but to bring up her children with greater care, out of regard to 
their father, who was his particular friend ( 1 a 1 . As the christian 
writers upbraid him with no vices, we conclude him to have been, 
as to his life and manners, altogether blamelefs. Eunapius cries 
up his eloquence, and the beauty of his ftyle and exprcffions (13)- 
He was thoroughly verted in every branch of literature, excelled 
all men of his age in the knowledge of polite learning, arithme- 
tic, geometry, and mufic (14); but (hone chiefly in philofophy r 
his favourite fcience and ftudy. Authors obferve of him, that, 
whereas others philofophers flu died to conceal their fentiments with 
an aflfc&ed obfeurity. Porphyrins expreued himfelf in a manner ad- 
apted to the meaneft capacities (15)! He taught philofophy at 
Home both by word of mouth and in writing, lamblichus, a cele- 
brated philosopher in thole times, and Theodorus of Afine in P*U- 
ponntfut % a man in great repute among the pagans, were both his 
difciples (16); as likewtfe were, according to fome writers, Cbry- 
Jaores, Ncrnercus, and Gedalus % who inferibed fome works to him 
(17% He was very communicative to thofe who defired to be inform- 
ed and inftm&ed, and kind to his difciples, whom on all occailons he 
was ready to a {Tift to the utmoft of his power. He applied himfelf, 
as moll of the Platonic philofophers did in thofe days, to the exe- 
crable ftudy of magic, which he difguifed with the plaufible name 
of theonrgia % or divine operation (*;. He compofed an infinite 
number of books upon different fubjecls, of which the reader will 
find a catalogue in the latter end of the difTcrtation which Holflo* 
nius publifhed on the life and writings of that philosopher ( 18.) 
We (hall only take notice of fuch of his works as are ftill extant. 
A mariufcript has reached our times on the quantity and meafure 
of words, under the name of Porphyrins , whom Holftenius believes 
to have been the true author of it. To Homer is added in feveral 
editions a fmall work, containing thirty-two queftions concerning 
that poet, done by Porphyrins, and looked upon by Holftenius as 
the beginning of an in tire comment, well known to the ancients: 
The fame writer publiftied in 1630 apiece, which he afcribes to 
Porphyrin** on the cave of the nymphs, defcribed in the thirteenth 
book of the odyfley : the reader will find there many difficulties 
cleared up touching the theology of the pagans / at the fame time 
Holftenius publifhed a fragment of Porphyrins on the river Styn 5 
and feveral other fragments of that piece are to be found in Stoh*us. 

t 

(10^ Eutap. c. a. p. 21. Wer. in Ezech. p. 377. 

(\z) Eunap. c. 2 /. 11. (\^) Idem, c. 2, 3 19, 20. 

( 14) Idem, p. 1 8, 19. fiej Idem, iSid. ( \6) Phot. e. 242. 
p. 1057. Steph. p. 121. ( 17) Porphyr. wit. e. 5. p. 44, if 

5'» 53' (*' Au & c '*v c 9- P- 1 1 Em/it pr*p Evan. 

1. 4. c. 6. p. 143. (\%) Hoiften, *vit. Porph. c. 6. 
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Porphyrias often quotes there the heretic Bardefanes, and dis difci - 
pies, who, he fays, lived in che time of Heliogabalus. He wrote 
in five books the curious bifiory, or, as it is tty led by others, curious 
entertainments (19). Oat of the firft book of this work, Eufebius 
quotes a long paflage upon plagiaries* who copy from one another 
(20). Among his philofophical works, Holftenim takes, in the firft 
place, notice of the introduction upon the unwerfals* which he 
wrote while in Sicily, to explain to Chryfaores, his difci pic, the ca- 
tegories of Ariftotle. One Ammonius wrote a comment upon this 
work, which is dill extant. Another work of Porphyrins , on Art- 
Jto tie's categories, was firft printed at Paris in 1 543. Befides thefe 
two, he wrote a third on the fame fubjeft, in feven books, which 
he inferibed to Gedalus. This was in great part copied by lambli- 
chus 9 who like wife publiihed a treatife on the categories longer than 
that of Porphyrias (zt). In the latter end of the laft century was 
publiihed at Bajle an introduction, written by Porphyrins, on 
Ptolemy's work couching the influence and force of the ftars ; 
and feveral manufcripts of a comment by Porpbyrius on another 
work of Ptolemy* treating of harmony and mufic, are ftill extant 
(22). His books, containing the lives and tenets of the philo- 
fophers, were wefl known to the ancients ; but he brings them no 
lower than to Plato's time (23). The fubject of the firft book of 
this work was the life of Pythagoras, which Boljfenius ha? publiflied, 
but imperfect. The third contained the life of Socrates, of whom 
he fpeaks very contemptuoufly, having, as is fuppofed, compiled 
thefe lives with paftages borrowed from the ancients, and among 
the reft from Ariftoxenes, a declared enemy to Socrates (24). The 
reader will find, in the fecond book of Stobtrus, great part of a 
work done by Porpbyrius on what it is in our power to Jo, and in- 
feribed by him to Chryfaores (25). The four books, which he 
wrote againft eating of flefh, and the Latin translation of them by 
Bemardus FeHcianus, are highly efteemed by Holjlenius. Thefe 
books are addrefled to Caftricius Firmus, who had an eftate at M'm- 
turnaj, in the neighbourhood of Rome, and greatly admired, or 
rather adored, both Plotinus and his favourite difci pie Porpbyrius 
(26). Eufebius and Tbeodoret have made ufe of feveral paflages in 
this work, in writing againft the facrifices of the gentiles (27). As 
in this work Porpbyrius condemned the facrifices, which the yews 
were by their law commanded to offer to the true God, Diodorus* 
bifhop of Tar/us, undertook to confute him as to that particular. 
Sc. Auftin often quotes a treatife of Porpbyrius on the return of the 
foul to God (28 \ divided into feveral books. This is, without a!! 
doubt, the treatife on the foul, which is often cited by Eufebius, anc 
was divided into five books, written by Porpbyrius to confute Bo- 

* 

( 19) Vit. Porph, p. 46 — 49. Eufeb, pr<*p. Sevang I. x. 

c. 3 p. 464. (21) Porph wit, p 51,52. (22'] Idem, p. ^4. 

55. (23) Idem p. 56. Euttap p 10. (24) Porphyr <v/t c. 7. 
p. 60. (25) Idem, p. 64. ( 26) Idem ibid. (27) Idem ibid. 
(28 ) Jug. civ. Dei, L x. p. 9, 
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t&iut, a celebrated peri pats tic in the time of Auguffas (29 . Por- 
phyrias pubiilhed another work on the faculties of the /<"«/, out of 
which a long pafcge has been conveyed to us by Stob^eus. Holftenius 
has publifhed feveral (en fences or fayings of porphyrias , which 
make up part of a treatife intitied, introduction to thing} intelligible. 
Eufcbius and St. Jujiin make frequent mention of a letter from 
Porphyrias to one Anebon an Egyptian prieft or prophet, containing 
ieveral questions touching the nature of demons, the oracles, and 
magic. This letter was anfwered by lamblichus, under the feign- 
ed name of A b amnion (30). Eufebius and Stobceus quote ieveral 
p:iifagcs out of a book upon fiarues, wherein Porphyrins is fuppofed 
to have excufed, in the bed manner he could, the worfhip paid by 
the pagans to their idols (31). Cyrillus of Alexandria has tran- 
scribed fome padges out of another book of his, inferibed to Ne- 

wcrcus, upon Divine Providence. Eufebius and St. Aufiin fpeak 
frequently of a treaiife imitled, pbilofophy founded upon oracles, in 
a!l likelihood the fame work with that which Eufebius elfewhere 
ily\es a coJlcclic* of oracles. This work confided at leaft of three 
books (32). St. Aufiin is of opinion, that mod of the oracles re- 
lated by Porphyrias in that treatife were feigned by himfelf 131). 
He publiftied, by the advice of Plot;nus % a book againft the heretics 
called gnoftics, to fhew, that a treatife on magic, which they per- 
ufed and afcribed to r LoroaJlew % was a fuppofititious piece, and writ- 
ten by fome of them (34). He publifhed an incredible number of 
other books, which are mentioned by the ancients, and have been 
long fince intirely loll. But none of his works have rendered him 
£0 famous as that which he wrote againft the chriftians, to whom 
he bore an irreconcileable hatred, and whole religion he endeavour- 
ed to difcredic with the blacked calumnies. He read with great 
attention the fcriptures, not to feek the trutft, but to find arms 
wherewithal to impugn it, fays Theodora (35). He pretended to 
have di (covered in the facred books a great many contradictions, 
which were, it feems, the fubjeft of his firfr book ; for the whole 
work was divided into fifteen (36). He found the prophecies of 
Daniel fo clearly and evidently fulfilled, that he employed great 
part of his twelfth book in endeavouring to mew, tint the prophe- 
cies afcribed to Daniel had been publifhed under his name by one 
vv ho lived in the time of Antiochus, and wrote when the things, 
fuppofed to have been foretold, had already happened (37". As 
Porphyrias was a man of great learning and highly eileemrd by the 
pagans, many were by his writings diverted from embracing the 

(29) Porph. *utt p. 71, 72. Eufeb. pr*tp. E<v<mg / Hi c. 34. 
(30) Aug civ. Dei % I x. c 11. p 112, tjc Eufeb ibid I. xiv. 
c. 10. p 741. (31) Eutrop p 75. Eufeb ibid I iii. c. 9. p 1 00. 
C32) Porph viz. p. 78. Jonf I. iii. c. 15. p. ('.3) dug 

civ- Dei t I. x/j c. 23. p. 253. (34.) Plot ifit. p iQ. 

^35) Tbeodoret deGr/rc a#>3. I <vii. p 588. (^6) Eufeb I <vi. 
C 19. p. 2 to. Porpkyr. ■*/.' c. 10, p. Ut. (37, User in Dun. 

p. 567. 
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chriftian religion, which, however, triumphed in the end over 
this, as it had done over all its other enemies. The emperor Con- 
jiantine 9 after he had embraced the chriftian religion, publifhed 
ibme ievere editb, either againft the per km of Porphyria^ if he 
was ilili alive, which is not at all likely, or a gain ft his memory 
and writing?, w 'hich he caufed to be publicly burnt (38.) Some 
authors think, that this puniftiment extended to all his writings ; 
but CokJI ant inc s words need not be taken in fo general a fenfe ( 39). 
That prince, to flievv his averiion to the Arians 9 ordered them to 
be called Porphyrins (40V The chriltians did not fail to anfwer 
the ill-grounded calumnies and fophiJtical reafonings of their crafty 
and malicious enemy. The holy biihop Methodius confuted him in 
a very learned piece, which he publilhed before the persecution of 
Diocle/tan, in which he was crowned with martyrdom. Some are 
of opinion, that ho wrote it during the persecution (41) ; but we 
can hardly perfuace ourfelves, that he was then at leifure to com- 
pofe hich along and elaborate work, the bifhops beings in times of 
perfecution, wholly taken up in relieving, comforting, and encou- 
raging the diftrefled chriftian s under their care. Eufebius of Ge/a>ea 9 
a man of great learning and erudition, publilhed, foon after Met be- 
dius 9 an anfwer to the calumnies of Porphyrius in thirty books ; 
and Apollinaris wro r e the fame number of books againll him about 
fixty years after Eufebius. But all thefe works, as well as that of 
Porphyrius, which they confuted, have been long fi nee loft, yuiian 
the apoftate borrowed from Porphyrius what he wrote again ft the 
chriftian religion ; but he was fully anfwered by the pious and 

learned Cyrillus of Alexandria, St. J^eront, St. Auftin, Eufebius \ 
and Tbeodoret, make ufe of feveral paft'.iges out of Porphyrins, in 
confuting the calumnies of the pagans ; for that implacable enemy 
to the chriitian religion* notwithstanding all his hatred and ma ice. 
could not help uttering many things which redounded greatly to 
the honour of thofe whom he intended to traduce and expofe : 
hence the judicious obfervation of Theodoret, with which we Ih.ill 
clofe this note ; was. That as God obliged Balaam to blefs bis people, 
nxjbom he ivas come <witb a defign to curfe % fo be turned the tongue of 
Porphyrius again]} bimfelfj and employed bint as a means to deftroy the 
faljhood xvbicb be laboured to eftahliJJ? (42). 

(38) Soerat. I i. c 9 p. 32. (39) Idem ibid. (40I Idem 
ibid, (41 ) P. Pagij p. 302. (42) Tbcodor* de curand. Grarcor. 
affecl. I. Hi. p. 117, 
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The Roman hiftory y from the rejignation of Diocletian, 
to the removal of the imperial feat to Conftantinople, 
by Conftanrine the Great, 



Maxim, 



us an 



tius. 



lerius ae - verfally acknowledged emperors. Of the latter we 

knvwledg- have fpoken above, and ihall here give a fuccin& account 
ed emperors of the birth, education, preferments, and qualities of 

Conftantiusj the father of the great Conjimntint to whom 
the chriftian religion is fo highly indebted. Conftantius; 
ExtraBion fty'*d in the ancient inferiptions, Flavins Valerius Con- 
and prefer- Jlantius (D), was the fori of Eutropius y one of the chief 
ments of lords of Dardania in Upper Marfia; by Claudia ; the daughter 
Conftan- of Crifpus, brother to the emperor Claudius r ; fo that he was 

not, as fome have ffyled him granoTbn r , but great nephew, 
to that prince. He is commonly diftiijguithed from other em- 
perors of the fam e name by the fur name of fchlerusi borrowed 
perhaps from the paUnefs of his countenance, for fuch is the 
import of that word in the Greek tongue. He was born, ac- 
cording to fome writers *, on the thirty-firft of March, of 
what year we know not, being only told, that at the time of 
his death, which happened in 306, he was, or at leaft feemed 

■ 

r Zon.^r vit. Dio. p. 243. A mm 1 an. anonym, p. 471. Sfow. 
p. 193. Claud, vit. not. Salmaf. p. 331. r By zantinor. fami- 
lise, p. 43. « Bucher. de cycl. p. 276. 

(D) Confiantius is fometimes called Julius by Aurelius Vi8er % to 
diftinguifh him from the other emperors of the fame name (43). 
He probably atiumed the name of Valerius, when he was adopted 
by Maximian, who had borrowed it of Dieclefiad. Am for that of 
Flavins, it was, according to fome authors (44), peculiar to the 
family of the emperor Claudius If. whofe ereat nephew he was. 
In fome inferiptions, Cenftantius is falfly ftyled the grandfon of 
Claudius ; and in one, Conflantine is called the graridfon of Clau- 
dius, and the fon of Cenftautius (45). 

(43) Aur. Via. p, 524. ( 44 ) Vide Salmaf in Claud, p. 331. 
(45.) QrUter. p. 283. 

to 
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to be, very old °. In his perfon he was well fliaped 5 and in 
his afpect there was fome thing extremely gracious and plead- 
ing He was not fo well verfed in letters as in the military 
art, which he learnt under two great warriors,' Aurelian and 
Probus *. An ancient anonymous writer tells us, that he 
ferved fome time in the guards, was afterwards made tribune, 
and at length, appointed governor of D alma tia. He figna- 
lized himfelf in war, and gained a great victory over the 
mans in Campis Vindonis* that is, in the neighbourhood of 
Windifchy at prefent a fmall village in the canton of Bern* 
the fame year that Conflantine was born, that is, in 274 *. 
He wa* made governor of Dalmatia in the year 282, or 283, 
by Carus, who had even fome thoughts of creating him de- 
fer, in ehe room of his debauched and wicked fon Carinas, 
whom he defigned to depofe \ Dioclefian, judging him well 
qualified for the fovereignty, agreed with Maxim tan to create 
him Ceefar* together with Galerius* on the firft of March of 
the year 292, as we have related above. He received the 
purple at the hands of Maximian* who by that ceremony 
addpted him ; and hence he is fometimes called by the name 
of Hercules which Max i mi an had afiumed. He took place 
of Galerius, though created Cat/a r at the fame time, on ac- 
count of his more noble extraction c . Upon his being made 
Ca/ar 9 Gaul % Spain* and Britain fell to his fliare. We 
have related, in the foregoing reign, the exploits he performed 
in Gaul and Britain* while he was only Carjar. When he 
attained to the empire, he governed the fame provinces with 
fuch juftice, equity, and moderation, as gained him the hearts 
of his people, and made them look upon him rather as their 
common father, than their fovereign. He is extolled, not 
only by Eufebius and Laclantius, whofe teftimony might 
be fufpe&ed, but by all the pagan writers, as the mod equi- 
table, pious, prudent, humane, and generous prince, that ever 
fwayed a fceptre «*• He was not folicitous, fays Eutrcpius % 
about inriching the exchequer, but plcafed that his people 
(hould enjoy the fruit of their labour and induftry. He was exee {" 
often heard to fay, it was better the wealth of a country 
fiiould circulate among the people, than be locked up in the tta ' 
coffers of the prince. For fear of loading his people, he was 

« Eosin. vit. Conft 1. i. c. 18. w Pancg. 5. p. 126. 

& 9. p. «9 2 - x Aur. VrcT. p. 524. Prob. vie. p. 241. 
* Anonym. Ammiano fuhjunflu?, p, 471. * Panrg. 9. 

p. I9 2 - * Ciir - vic - P* 2 35- b Pancg. 4. p . * ir? . 

« Lact, pcrf. c. 20. p. 1 «. * Panegyr. c. p. 126. 6. p. 

136, 137- <)• P. »9 2 » 219. e Eutrop. p. 

. Vol. XV, M m extreme!** 
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extremely fparing in bit diet, furniture, equipage, and retinue. 
When he entertained his friends, and the officers of his court, 
he was obliged to borrow plate for the ufe of his table. 
What Eutropius writes is confirmed by Eufebius* who relates 
the following remarkable ftory, pa fling over in ftlence, fays 
Jninftanct he, many others no lefs remarkable, but generally known : 
of the of- a s tne moderation and mildnefs with which Conftantius go- 

feahnsof v<?rncd 

were every- where mightily applauded, and it was ge- 
tbepeopb nera jiy f a id 9 that he had no money by him, being unwilling to 
** tm ' raife any upon his people, Diocleftan fent perfons on purpofe 

to reproach him with his neglect of the public, and the po- 
verty to which he was reduced by his own fault. Conftan- 
tins heard thefe reproaches with patience $ and having per- 
fuaded thofc, who made them in Dioclefian's name, to ft ay a 
few days with him, he fent word to the moft wealthy per- 
fons in the provinces, that he wanted money, and that they 
had now an opportunity of (hewing whether or no they truly 
loved their prince. Upon this notice, every one ftrove who 
ihould be foremoft in carrying to the exchequer all their gold, 
filver, and valuable effects ; fo that in a fhort time Conjlafiti- 
us, from the pooreft, became by far the moft wealthy, of all 
the four princes. He then invited the deputies of Dioclefian 
to vifit his treafury, defiring them to make a faithful report 
to their matter of the ftate in which they Ihould find it. 
They obeyed ; and while they flood gazing on the mighty 
heaps of gold and filver, Conftantius told them, that the 
wealth, which they beheld with aftonifhment, had long fince 
belonged to him ; but that he had left it, by way of depofi- 
tum, in the hands of his people ; adding, That the ricbefl and 
f ure ft treafure of the prince was the love of his fubjeits. The 
deputies were no fooner gone, than the generous prince fent 
for thofc who had affifted him in this exigency, commended 
their zeal, and returned to every one what they had fo readily 
brought into his treafury *• Suidas writes, that, for his 
contempt of riches and grandeur, he was furnamed the poor c . 
Libanius too extols his tender and paternal regard for the peo- 
ple, who were Hefted with fo good a prince ; and adds, Ne 
prince ever loved money lefs j no prince was ever more loved by 

Hit titty* fubjecls h . Eufebiut frequently commends the piety of 
' * * Conftantius ; and not only tells us, that he was inclined to the 

true religion, but that he acknowledged only one God, the fu- 
preme being ; that he had honoured him all his life, had con- 

f Euseb. 1. viii. c. 13, 17. p. 309, 317. Ic vit. Conrtan. I, 
i. c. 13. p. 414. g Sui*. n. p, 466. h Lisan. orat. 
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fecrated to him his whole houfe, and condemned the many 
gods adored by the impious *• This is in a manner telling 
us, that he was a chriftian ; and ncverthelefs, neither Eufe- 
ii*s 9 nor any other writer, affirms that, at leaft in exprefs 
terms ; nay, it appears from Eufebius, that he efteemed and 
countenanced, but never profciicd, the chriftian religion. 
When Diode/tan, in the year 30^ at the mitigation of Gale- 
riusy began to perfecute the church, he fent his bloody edidts 
to Maximum and Confiantius^ injoining both to fee them put 
in execution in their reipe&ive provinces. Maximian obeyed 
with great readincfs and joy ; and Gonftantiu* % that he might 
not feem to oppofe his collegues, fufFered fome churches to 
be pulled down j but was fo far from encouraging that, or Hefawomrs 
any other violence, that, on the contrary, he preferved the the thrift 
chriftians in his provinces exempt from all the evils which they 
fufFered in thofeof the others; infomuch, that the church en- 
joyed under him a profound tranquillity and entire liberty of 
worihip k. Eufebiut relates of him the following memorable 
x£hon : While his collcgues, fays he, were perfecuting the 
chriftians with fire and fword, he politically pretended to per- 
fecute them too ; and declared to fuch officers of his houfhold 
and governors of provinces, as were chriftians, that he left it 
to their choice either to facrifice to the gods, and by that 
means maintain themfelves in their employments, or to forfeit 
their places and his favour, by continuing fteady in their reli- 
gion. When they had all declared, the emperor difcovered his 
real fentiments, reproached in mod bitter terms thofe who 
had renounced their religion, highly extolled the virtue and 
conftancy of fuch as had defpifed the wealth and vanities of 
the world, difinifled with ignominy the former, faying, That 
thofe who had betrayed their God, would not fcruple to betray 
their prince ; and retaining the latter, trufted them with the 
guard of his perfon, and the whole management of public 
affairs, as perfons on whole fidelity he could depend, and in 
whom he might repofe an intire confidence *• Thus he 
filled his palace, continues Eufebiui* with the pious adorers of 
the .true God, while the other princes exerted ail their power 
to extirpate the chriftian name ; nay, many minifters of God 
daily offered up prayers and vows for the happinefs and prefer- 
yation of fo good a prince in his very palace, which feemcd 
rather a church, or oratory, than the habitation of an cmpe- 

1 Evsrb. vit. Cont I. i. c. 13. & hill I. viii. c. 13. p. 309, 
k Euseh. I. viii. c. 13 18. p. 309, 317. & Conil. vit. I. I 

c 13. p. 413. OPTAT.mil. 1. i. p. 44. Lact. c. i c. p. -r r. 
« £u:eb. vit. ~ - ' • 
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ror m . The* Conftantius thus countenanced and honoured 
the chriftians, yet he never embraced himfelf, which is alto- 
gether furprifing, the true religion ; at leaft we are nowhere told 
His ijjue. l ^ at be did. By his firft wife, Helena , he had but one child, via. 

Conftantine 9 furnamed Great * of whom, as well as of his 
mother, we fliall (peak anon. He was obliged in the year 
292, to divorce her, and marry Flavia Ma xi mi ana Theo- 
dora, daughter to the wife of Afaximian 9 by a former 
hufband. He had by her three fons, Dalmatius or Dema- 
tius, Julius Conftantius, and a third, named by ibme Anni- 
balianusy and by others Conjlantine ; and as many daughters, 
v/*. Conftantia, Jnajlatia, and Eutropia *. Dalmatius* 
who was honoured with the cenforfhip, died, "before Conjlan- 
tine, and left two fons, friz. Dalmatius the younger, who, 
after having been conful in 333, with Zenophilus* was created 
,CaJar on the eighteenth or twenty-fourth of September in 
335, and Annibalianus y king of Pontus and Armenia, Ju- 
lius Conftantius was conful with Albinus in 335, and kil- 
led with one of his brothers foon after the death of Con- 
jlantine the Great. He had by his firft wife Galla, Callus 
C*far 9 and another fon, whofe name is unknown ; and 
by his fecond wife Balfuna, Julian* furnamed the Apoftate. 
Valefiusy who calls the third fon Conjlantine, takes him to 
have been conful in 327, with Maximum whofe collegue is 
ftyled in the fafti Conftantine. As to Conftantius s three 
daughters ; Conftantia, ftyled on the ancient coins Fl. Vale- 
ria Conjlantia, was married to Licinius in 513. Anaftatia 
married Bajffianus, who, at the inftigation of Licinius, be- 
trayed Conjtantine in 314, though he had then fome thoughts 
of creating him Co: far. Eutropia was mother to Nepotianus* 
who ufurped the empire in 350, and is fuppofed to have been 
married to Nepotiaausy who was conful in 301. 

Befok e we proceed to the hiftory of the reign of Con- 
Jia^tms, it will be ncceffary to give the reader a $ic? in £1 ac- 
count of the birth, education, and extraordinary qualities of 
hia fon Conjlantine, whofe actions are infeparably interwoven 
with thofe of his father* Conjlantine, ftylcd in the arcient 
Tbe bbth inferiptions, C. Flavius Valerius Aurelius Claudius Conftanti- 
educaiion* nus °, was born on the twenty-feventb of February, about the 
and extra year 274, for at his death, which happened on the twenty-fe- 
ordlnary cpnd of May in 337, he was about iixty-four p . As for the 

qualities 

oj hit fon w Idem ibid. c. 17. p. 416. n Aua. Vict. epit. p. 514. 
Conftan- Eutrop. p. ^S6. Ammiam. p. 2. Byzan. fnmil. p. 44.G01.rz. 
tine. V- xz ~- 0 Goltz p. 1 2$, 127. p Buch.cjc1. p. 276. 
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place of his nativity, the anonymous writer of his life, pub* 
limed in 1636, by Henri c us Valeftus* and fubjoined to the 
fifteen books of Ammianns Mareellinus* Stephanus the geo- 
grapher *!, Julius Firmicus r , who, according to the beft- 
grounded opinion, wrote in the reign of Cenftantine* and Cir- 
drenus r, tell us in exprefs terms, that Conflantine was born 7^ 
in the city of Naijfus in Dardania* called alfo NaiJ'us and pi M 0 f 
Naflus* and now known by the name of Nijfa. It is certain, Conftan- 
that the father* and anceftors of Conflantine were natives o£ tine. 
Dardania ; that Conflantine himfelf frequently relided at 
Naijfus* as appears from the many law* which he enacted there 5 
and that he ever fhewed himfelf partial to that city, inriching 
it with many privileges, and embellifhing it with a great num- 
ber of (lately edifices ; whence it is ft y led by Stephanus * the 
birth-place and work of the emperor Conftantine c . However, 
nvjfl modern writers of all nations, not excepting fuch as are 
mail jealous of the glory of ours,do us the honour to acknow- 
ledge this great emperor, this deliverer of the church, as Eu- 
febius ftyles him, a native of Britain* fome of them fuppofing 
him tohive been born in the city of Colchefler* where Coellus* 
the father of Helena* reigned ; others in York* where the Ro- 
man governors ufuaily redded. We heartily wiih, an opini- fj% e ^ ept 
on, which reflects fo much glory on our ifland, were better i Qrn g m 
grounded. But to fpcakour fentiments, unbiased by any na- Britain, 
tional prejudice or partiality, though we have had from abroad, 
and perufeJ with great attention, the elaborate work, pub- 
lifhed at Antwerp in 1641, by the learned jefu it father Alford 
on this fubjec"t, under the title of Britannia Wuflrata* yet we 
cannot fay, that his arguments weigh down with us the a- 
bove-mentioued authorities. The moderns have been led in- 
to this opinion by a paff.ige in a panegyric pronounced before 
Conflantine* wherein the orator, addrefung the emperor, told 
him, that he had ennoble 1 Britain* illic or ; endo* which words 
equally import by being born there* and by being there made em- 
peror. In the latter lenfe they are underftood by Lipftus u , 
and Livineius in his comments on thofe ancient panegy rifts ; 
but by father Alford* and above feventy other authors of dif- 
ferent nations, whom he quote?, in the former w ; nay, both 
he and Baronius * think the above-mentioned words can ad- 
mit of no other fenfe. For Conflantine* fay they, was made 
Crfar at Rome* and emperor at Treves : but that he was 

ISteph. in Naifo. r Jul. Fir. rnathef. 1, i. c. ulr. 
f Ceure m. hill p. 721. K 6 r e 1* u ibid. u Lihh. de mag. 
Roin 1. iv. c.ut, '•■ Vide A ltoiid. Erita ; n. illuftiat. p 14c — 155. 

" Baron, ad ann. 306. 
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created Cmfar in Britain 5 that he was there fir ft ialuted v/** 
gujlus\ and confequenrly, that the words of the panegyrift 
may, and perhaps ought to, be underftood in the fenfe of 
Lipfius and Liviniius* wiH evidently appear in the fequel of 
this hiftory from Libanius* Eufebius* the emperor Julian* 
Latlantius* and Eumtnius y whom we Ihall quote hereafter. 
Jlldhelmus* who flouriihed in the fc venth century, was the firft 
who wrote in exprels terms, that Conjlantim was born in 
Britain 1 ! \ thofe who came after copied from fiim, and, as it 
generally happens, from one another ; by which means that 
opinion univerfaliy prevailed. Aldhelmus probably held it 
upon the authority of fome tradition, or was perfuaded 
by the ambiguous paflage of the above- mentioned panegyrift. 
jiufebius* who relates the moft minute particulars of the life 
of Csnftantine, never once mentions, which is very furprifing, 
the place of his nativity. 

Conjlantius had Conjlantine by the celebrated Helena * fo 
much extolled, and not undefervedly, by all the chriftian, 
efpecially the ecclefiaftic, writers. Moft modern authors, 
Whether whether natives of this ifland or foreigners, fuppofe her to 
hit mother fa ve been the daughter of Coellus* a Britijh king, and to have 

niarried Conftantius* who was charmed with her beauty, when 
-« hem j |c g r ^j came | nto Britain* in the reign of Aurelian. But this 
ntam. O pj n j on j ? np ^i tcr grounded, than the former relating to the 

birth-place of Conftantine* there being a profou nd filence a- 
mong the ancients, if we except Nicephorus* with refpect to 
the country 0/ this pious, as Eufebius ftylcs her, and vencra- 
nTs c ° " blc P rinccft - M for Nicephorus* he gravely tells us, that 
\$UMt** m Helena was the daughter of an inn- keeper of Drepanum 

near Nicomedia jn Bitbynia ; that Conftantius* being feized 
with a luftful defire, while hp lodged in her father's houfe, aa 
he pafled through that plaqp upon an embaffy to the king of 
Perfia* acquainted therewith his landlord, who, to oblige 
the Reman cmbafTador, offered him his daughter, a virgin in 
the flower of her age, arid of extraordinary beauty ; that 
Conftantius* terrified that night with a dream in which he few 
the fun riling out of the weftern ocean, exhorted his land- 
lord next morning to preferve his daughter from any further 

Sollution, and carneftly recommended to him the child Ihc 
lould bring forth 5 that fome time after, other Roman em- 
bafladors, who happened to lodge in the fame houfe, chiding 
young Conjlantine 1 the fruit of that amour, and the child 
highly relenting/ chat freedom, the mother informed them, 

r Bucheh. de Bclg I. 6. c. 15. Aidpflm. de laude virg. 
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whofe fon be was, and at the fame time fhewed them a 
purple robe, the gift of Confiantius. The embafladors upon 
their return to Italy acquainted Conjiantius with what had 
parted, who thereupon ordered Confiantine and his mother to 
repair to Rome; but afterwards, not thinking themtafe there, 
on acconnt of the jealous temper of his lawful wife Theodora, 
he fent Confiantine to Ni to media , to be brought up in the 

court of Dioelefian, where he was jnftru&cd in the fciences, 
and the truths of the chriRian religion, which he embraced *. 
Such is the account Nicepborus jgives us of the condition of 
Helena* of the birth and education of Confiantine ; an account 
which contains, we may fay, without exaggeration, as many j m / 0m fif 
notorious blunders as periods. But we lhall for the prefent Umt 
only take notice of two ; the one in point of chronology, hi ft wry 
the other of hiftory ; which, wiih every judicious reader, mnJ /fao- 
will be a fufficient apology for our rejecting, as altogether fa- *d*sy- } 
bulous, the narration of that hiftorian, though highly ap- 
plauded by Lipftus », and adopted by fome modern writers of 
no mean character. To begin with the enormous anachro- 
nifm contained in that account, it is evident from ail the an- 
cients, that Confiantine, at the time of hit father's pretended 
embafly to the king of Pirfia, was twenty-nine, or at leaft 
twenty-feven, years old. For Confiantius was fent into 
Jia 9 according to Nicepborus b, after Dioc'eftan had begun to 
perfecute the chriftians ; but his firft edicts agiinft them were 
publiflied, as we read in Eufebius < % who lived at that time, 
on the twenty- third of February, in the nineteenth year of 
his reign, that is, according to all chronologers both ancient 
and modern, in the 303d of the chriftian sera. On the 
other hand Eufebius Epiphanius *, St. Jerom*, Fi&er*, 
Jficephorus Conjlantinopolitanus h , &c. agree, that Confiantine 
died in 337, being then lixty-four, or, as fome will have it, 
(ixty-two j fo that he mull have been born in 274, or 272, 
and confequently was, at the time of his father's fuppofed 
embafly, twenty-nine or twenty- feven years old. Bcfides, 
Confiantine himieif, in his oration annexed to the works of 
Eufebius, tells us, that he was with Dioelefian in the palace 
at Nicomtdia, when the memorable Are broke out there, of 
which we have fpoken above ; and that accident happened, 
according to Eufebius a few days after the publifliing of ths 

* Niciph. ) # vii. c. 17, 18. * Lips de magnit. Rom. 1. 
ir.c. 11. «*Nicsph. ibid. 'EiMEchift. I. viii c. 7. 
*Eusss. vit. Conft. I. iv. c 53. 'Epipha*. lib. de 
rnanf. *Hn*. in chron. 8 Vict, in Conft. *» Niciph. 
ConiV in chronol, c. ta. 1 £t-i**. 1. vii 5 . c. 7. p 29? 
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firft edi&s againft the chriftians. *Tis amazing, that Lipfius 
ihould, with other chronologcra, fuppofe Conftantine to have 
been born about the year 272, and yet admit, as an unquef- 
tionable truth, the fabie of Nicephorus^ which utterly deftroys 
that fuppofuion. As to the Greek hiftorian's miftake in point of 
his hiltory, he tells us, that the Perftans having made an irrup- 
tion into the Roman dominions, and threatening the empire 
with a deftru&ive war, Conftantius was fent with the charac- 
ter of embaliador, to try whether he could, by any means, 
even by the offer of a penfion to be paid yearly to the Perftan 
king, prevail upon him to defift from hoftilities, and 
conclude a peace with the Roman emperors k . Now it is e- 
vident from Eutropius Eufebius «°, Ammianus Marcel- 
linus n 9 Zonaraso* Aurelius rieJor*, F eft us LacJantsus r 9 
Sec. that the Perftans had, at leaft fix years before the time 
of this pretended embafly, been utterly overthrown by Gale- 
riusy and had pu r chafed a peace of Diocleftan 9 by yielding up 
to him five provinces, as we have related above. This peace 
lifted, as the fame writers allure us, for the fpace of forty 
years, that is, till the year 337, thelaft of ConftantinSs long 
reign. But after all, we muft not imagine Nicephorus to 
have been the only write/ who queftioned the legitimacy of 
Conftantine y the chaftity of his mother Helena. For Zoftmus 
writes, that (he was not Conftantius** lawful wife The 
chronicle of Alexandria calls her ion Corrftantine, in plain 
terms, a baftard child c . St. Amhrofe gives us room to think, 
tiiat this was a current report or tradition in his time ; and 
that he himfelf did not disbelieve it *. The fame thing isaf- 
fcrted in the Greek text of Eufebius* s chronicle, publifhed by 
Scaliger ; and in that of St. jerom 9 who has been followed 
by fcveral eminent writers of a later date, namely, by Pro/per ■, 
Cajjiodorus* Aldhelmus* bifhop of the Weft- Saxons , and the 
venerable Bede y who, fpeakingof Helena , ftyle her the con- 
cubine of Conftantius. On the other hand, Eutropius w and 
both the Viclors * tell us, that Conftantius and Gaterius were 
obliged, when created Ceejars y to divorce their former wives. 
Conftantius therefore had a lawful wife before he married 
Theodora j'and we are no- where toiJ, that he had any be* 
fides her and Helena. Scaliger indeed pretends, that he was 
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married td Minervina* the mother of Crifpus* not apprifed, 
that Crifpus was (enftantine 9 * Ton, and not his brother ; a 
pretty confiderable mi flake in a critic The anonymous au- 
thor of Conftantine* s life, pubJifhed by Valefius* writes in ex- 
prefs terms, that Conftantius divorced Helena to marry Theo- 
dora f ; and Euiropius* chat Conftantine was the fruit of an 
obfeurjy but lawful* matrimony 8 . At Naples is ft ill excant 
an inscription, in which Helena is ft vied the wife of Conftan- 
tius *. In two others,' to be fecn in Gruter* fhe is diftin- 
guifhed with the title 6f Augufta y which was never given, as 
is well known, to a concubine. The antient panegy rifts 
fupply us with preemptions, of equal ftrength with thefe au- 
thorities, in favour of Helena 9 s marriage with Conftantius* 
One of them b , in an oration which he pronounced before 
Conjlantine on occafion of his marriage, addrefles him thus : 
u You, 0 Conjlantine* make it your ftudy to imitate the 
** continence of your father ; treading in his footfteps, you 
cc prefer in your early youth the ties of matrimony to an un- 
*« retrained liberty, that you rtiay not be tempted to aban- 
don yourfelf to loofe and unlawful amours. 97 How pre- 
pofterous and unfeafonable would rhis addrefs have feemed, 
had Conftantine been the fruit of an unlawful amour ? By 
fuppoiing Helena to have been the concubine, and not the 
wife, of Conftantius* we at once turn the panegyric into a 
fat ire. For what can it be called but a fatire, to cry up the 
continence of the rather before a fon, whofe very birth is a 
proof of his incontinence ; and to commend the fon thus un- 
lawfully begotten for imitating the continence of his father ? 
Helena is ftyled, not only by the panegy rifts, but hiftorians, a 
moft pioiis* venerable i religious* and virtuous woman ; which 
epithets they would have hardly beftowed upon her, had (he been 
Conftantius 9 * concubine, and not his wife : neither would 
Conftantine* we conceive, have dignified her with the title of 
Augujla* had fhe. hot been his lawful mother. The emperor 
Dioclefian ever diftinguifhed Conftantine with particular marks 
of honour and eftecm, whereof Eufebius tells us,- he himfelf 
was an eye-witnefs * 5 for he faw young Conjlantine on the 
emperor's right- hand, as they pafled together through Pa- 
le ftine* either going to or returning from Egypt. He caufed 
him to be brought up in the court with great care,, took him! 
with him whithcrfoever he went, and in the year 305, when 
two new Carfars were to be created, named him in the firft placey 

y Anonym, p. 471. * Ewtrop. p. 587. * Grutbr. 
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no one, fays E'lmenius, calling in queftion the right which 
he had to that dignity, as the fan of Cohjlantius d . Eufi- 
Srusy (peaking of his father* ConJiantius y fays, that at his 
death he left the empire to his fon Conjfantine* whofe 
birth- right it was e . Illegitimate children were not, as is 
well known, thus treated and refnec~t«d among the Romans, 
G alert us is (aid to have alledged feveral reafons to divert D.o- 
clefian from naming ConJlantine to the dignity of Ca-far * > but 
among thefe we do not find the leaft menrion made of his 
birth, which hid it been unlawful; would have furnifhed 
him with a ftionger and far more ulaiifible reafon than any 
he produced. Nay, we can l»y no means imagine, that 
Dhcnjian would have ever thought of preferring Conjlantine^ 
had he only been Gonjtantius's natural fon, to that prince's 
lawful children by Theodora, for whom both he and his col- 
Icjue M-ikhnhn had cogent motives to intereft themfelves. 
The e argndu :uts aie ct fuch weight with us, that, notwith- 
ftandtrig t he above-mentioned authoiities, we cannot enter- 
tain the icill doubt of Cotjlantine 9 * legitimacy, unbiaffed as 

Helena*/ wc arc u ")' l ire j uc ^ ce or partiality with re?pedk either to 
country a?id^ m or n - s niother Helena. As for Helena's country and pa- 
fareniage. rentage, no writer before the feventh century meiitions ei- 

thei : ihofe who flouiifhed after that time, commonly fup- 
pofe her to h.ive been a native of this iiland, and the daughter 
\A a king, w horn they call Coelus or Coellus. This opinion, 
g> minded; us we conjecture, upon tradition, or perhaps the 
authority of fonie hiiiorian, whofe works have not reach- 
ed our times obtained pretty early here, and produced the 
many civirehcs and monuments which were erected through* 

t»t;t Britain to her honour. 

Hut to return to Conjl an tine. When his father was ere* 
ated Cafar in 292, and fen t into Gattl 9 Dioclejian kept hirti 
as an hoi! age, cau fed him to be brought up in the court with 
great caie, and raifed him, long before the year 303, to the 
• ?♦ /I 1 " rjn ^ °* a t'ibune *• He already appeared capable of any de- 
f l "/r-/ A S rL ' L * °* fortune, however elevated. The lovelineft of his 
qualities* countenance, blended with a certain air of majefty ; the 

ulintfs of his perfon, extremely well (haped and regular ; 
I lis life without blame or reproach ; his generoflty, good- 
nature, affability, and obliging behaviour, towards perfons 
of all ranks, gained him the affections both of the people and 

J Panegyr. 9. p. 191, 192. * Ewsbb. vfr. Conft. I. i. c. 
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fdldiery to fuch a degree, that no one knew him, who did 

not yrifli to fee him one day emperor, and was not ready to 

to contribute, fo far as lay in his power, to his preferment b . 

The anonymous writer of his life fays *, that he had no great 

learning: and truly, learning could not then he much in ru- 

quefl, fince none or the four princes w ho governed were 

men of letters. However, both Evfebius * and Jureiius f'ic- 

Ur * allure us, that Canjlantine was well verfed in mo ft 

branches of literature 5 that he wis a geneous encou- 

rager of learning > that after he was raifed to the empire, he 

fpent much of his time in reading; that he compofed, and 

pronounced in public, feveral orations ; and, that the many 

laws which he published, were all drawn up hy himfelf. One 

of his orations has reached us, and is fubjoined to the ecclefi- 

aftic hiftory of Eufebius™. But he chiefly ftgnalized hiinfelf His ctu- 

in war, and fcrved with great reputation under Died fan and rage and 

Galerius* in their wars with the Germans* Goths* Stirwatitws* valour. 

and Per fans n l He often grappled with the enemy hand to 

to hand and gave fuch proofs of his valour as raifed fume 

jealoufy in the other princes p . All authors, pagans as well 

as chriftians, agree in extolling, with the higheft encomium**, 

his fobriety, continence, and the abbot rence he (hewed from 

his early youth to unlawful pleafures He never violated /// x /fr™. 

the laws of chaftity, fays an antient panegyrift r ; but fub- Jar tout i- 

jedted himfelf, when yet a youth, to the ties of matrimony, mnce. 

that he might not be tempted to fully himfelf with any kind 

of lewdnefs or impurity. He married to his firft wife Mi" 

ncrvina* of whole parentage arid condition no mention is 

made by the rntients ; and had by her Cri/pus* who tnuft 

have been born about the year 300, for, twenty years after, 

he ftgnalized himfelf in the wars againit the Franks and 

Licinius. Diode flan, before he refigned the empire, was 

for appointing Conftantine* and Maxentius* the fon of Maxi- 

man* C^fars. But their election was oppofed by Galerius* Sevenis 

who at length prevailed upon the emperor to name in their m?1 jm zx \ 

room Siverus and Maximinus* who he knew would be m j nus fa. 

intirely ruled by him, and blindly obey his orders. The c / arf dCm 

former was a native of Illyricum* defcended of an obfeure f arg- 

family, abandoned to all manner of vices, and in every re- 

i» Eusei. ibid. 1. i c. 19. p 417. Panegyr. e. p 125. 
' Anoym. p. 471. * Eusb d. ibid. p. 418. 1 Aur. Vict 
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fp*a unequal to fo great a charge. The latter was born in 
the fame country, and no lefs meanly than the other j for 
though he was nephew to Galerius, being his filler's fon, 
jet in his youth he ha<) followed the mean calling of a (hep-* 
herd ; and he proved, after his preferment, no left vicious 
than his collegue. He was yet a youth, and half barbarian, 
unknown to the emperors, and quite unacquainted with ftate- 
affairs, when Galerius > who had taken him a little before 
from bis flocks, named him to Diode fian for the dignity of 
Carjar f. The emperor, terrified with the rncnaces of 
Galerius? con fen ted, much againft his will, to the pro- 
motion both of Severus and Maximinus ; and 091 the day 
appointed for his refignation, after having declared in a great 
aflembly, that he yielded the empire to Conftantius and GaU- 
rius, who were more capable than he of bearing fo great a, 
weight, added, not without betraying fume concern and re- 
luctance, I am likevjife to name two new Caefars, and theft are 
Severus and Maximinus. The whole aflembly was greatly 
furprifed to hear thefe two names, and began to. afk one ano- 
ther whether Conftantine had changed his ? Their furpi ife 
was doubled, when chey heard Galerius command Qonftantine 
to defcend from the throne on which he fat with Dioclefian j 
and faw unexpectedly a young barbarian, who flood behind 
it, ftep forth and receive the purple at the hands of the em* 
peror. The numerous multitude was (truck with amaze- 
ment j every one aflced, who Maximin was i wherce he 
came I for what demerit Confiantine had been excluded from 
a poft, to which he had fp juft a claim ? but no one dared tq 
pppofe his promotion c . This happened at Nicomedia ; and on 
the fame day, that is, on the firft of May of the year 305, 
Maximian refigned the empire at Milan to Conftantius^ and 
declared Sever us Cafar. Galerius excluded Confiantine, with 
a view of becoming foon fole mailer of the empire ; for he 
was well apprifed, that Conftantius^ who was fubjedfc to many 
infirmities, and quite worn out, could not live long ; and be- 
iides, he Hoped eaftly to get the afcendant over him, on ac- 
count of his mild and peaceable temper. But he dreaded 
Conftantine % on account of his courage, his experience in war, 
his addrefs, and other extraordinary qualities \ and therefore 
fefolved to keep him in a private condition, and allow him no 
£hare in the government, that it might not be in the young 
prince's power to defeat his vaft deiigns «. As for the two 

c Lact. p€»f r. 18. p. 17. Aur. Vict. p. 525. Eussb. I. 
ix. c. 9. 1 Lact . perC c. 19. p. 17, 18. u Lact. c. 
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new Cafars* be looked upon them as his own creatures, and 

perfons co be governed in every thing by him. Matters be* The empire 
jhg thus fcttleu, the empire was divided between Conftantius dividtd be- 
and Galerius. To the fhare of the former fell Gaul* Italy* twen 
Africa* Spain* and Britain j the latter had Illyricum* Pan" Conltantt- 
nonia* Thrace* Macedon* Greece* Afia Minor* Egypt* Jud<ga* us#*/Gar 
Syria* and all the eaftern provinces. Conftantius yielded to leriua. 
Severus* Italy and Africa* as did Galerius* Syria and Egypt* 
to his nephew Maximin *• Severus* who was created C&far* 
to govern under Conftantius* is always named before Maxi- 
min y who governed under Galerius *. As Severus was in- 
debted to Galerius alone for his promotion, that prince ex- 
pe&ed he ihould obey him even againft Conftantius himfclf 
ffowever, it is certain, that notwithstanding the implacable 
hatred which Galerius had to the chriirians, the persecution 
ceafed both in Italy and the other weftern provinces, foon af - 
ter Conftantius was declared emperor \ In the mean time, 
Conftantine continued at Nicomedia* in the heart of the pro- 
vinces belonging to Galerius* who would not, though earneft- 
ly intreated by his father Conftantius* during a dangerous 
malady, with which he was feized, fuffer him to depart ; 
but pretending a great affection to him, kept him by way of 
hoftage *. Piftor the younger tells us, that he kept him with 
him at Rome >; but it is certain, that Galerius never came 
to that city*. As the extraordinary qualities of that prince Galerius 
gave the emperor great umbrage, he only waited Tome op- f st k$ she 
portunity of deftroying him ; but not daring, through fear deftruBion 
of the foidiery by whom Conftantine was greatly beloved, to Con- 
make any open attempt, he had recourfe to treachery, and ftantine. 
expofed him, under various fpecious pretences, to many dan- 
gers i from which he was happily delivered by the watchful 
providence of God, whofe church he was to deliver from the 
perfecution, with whjJ) it had been cruelly opprefTed for the 
fpace of near three hundred years. Praxagoras* a pagan au- 
thor, who compiled in two books the htftory of the firft em- 
perors, and wrote, according to Pojftus* in the time of Con- 
Jfantine* or his children, tells us, that Galerius often encou- 
raged him to enter the lifts with wild beads, on which occa- 
fion he once killed a liqn of extraordinary fiercenefs and fize *. 
The fame thing is related by Zonaras, who adds, that Ga/e- 

w Eutrop. p. 587. Aur. Vict. p. 525. Zos. 1. ii. p. 67a. 
* Vide Stow. p. 19a. * Lact. perf. c. 18, 20. p. 17 — 19. 
« Eusca. de martyr. Pal ae It in. * Lact. perf. p. 406. b Vict. 
p. 525. e Lact. perf. a 27. p. 25. d Phot. c. 67. p. 

64, Vots. hiii Grxc. .1. ii. c. 1 7. 
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riuS) in the Sarmitian war, obfervitig one of the chiefs ot\ 
the barbarians, who furpafied all the others in Itature and the 
fierce nefs of his looks, ordered Conftantine to' engage him, 
which he did accordingly with great refutation and intrepidity, 
overcame him, and throwing him to the ground, dragged him 
by the hair to the -emperor's prefence, and laid him at his feet*. 
On another occafion, Galertus, who fought his deftru<Stion, 
having ordered him to crofs a marfhat the head of fome troops, 
he entered it the firft on horfe-back ; and being followed' by 
his men, put great numbers of the enemy to the fword, and 
gaineJ a complete victory f. This too happened in Galertus* s 
war with the Sarmatians, which we muft place in this, or in 
tile tteginning of the next, year. 

The following year, Conjiantius and Galertus being both 
c mfjls the fixth ti ne, the latter, finding he could no longer 
de.ain GixftmtUn wrh mt openly breaking with his collegue, 
g i* e him ac length leave to depart, and figned a warrant 
for the officers of the poft to fuppiy him with the neceffary 
ho f.-s and chariots. This warrant he delivered to him in the 



evening ; but at the fame time ordered him not to make ufe 
of k till the next morning, when he defigned to give him his 

final intlru&ions 2 - In the mean time, he difpatched an ex- 
prefs to Sever us, mjouun^ him, by all means, to flop Con~. 
Jlxntin?, and prevent his arrival in the provinces governed by 
his fa i. her. That the exprefs might reach Italy before Con- 
Jlanthe, he did not rife that day, contrary to his cuftom, till 
noon, when he fent for Conftantine. But he had fet out the 
night before, as foon as Galertus had withdrawn ; and travel- 
Can. an- h„g w ith all poffible fpeed, for feveial ftages, hamftringed or 
r^nmQjf* billed the horfes which he did not make ufe of, that no one 
lerius to niig'it purfue or ftop him while he eroded the provinces of Ga- 
bitjatbtr. l-rius* and Italy, where Sever us ruled. This precaution fav- 

eJ htm ; for next morning, Galertus, being informed, that 
he had fet out the night before, flew into a violent pafiion, 
ainJ ordered feveral meffengers to make what hafte they could 
after him ; but he was told, that Conjlantine had difahled all 
the poft- horfes ; which tranfported him to fuch a degree, that, 
through grief and rage, he could fcarce forbear burfting into 
teats b . Eufehius, Laftantius, and (cveral hiftorians, tell us, 
tuat Conftantine x arriving in Britain, found his father at the 
point of death 5 but therein they muft certainly be mi (taken, 

* Zonar. vit. Dioc!ef. p. 246. f Ammian. Anonym, p. 
47t. 6 Lact. c. 24. p 22. Euse u. Court, vit. I. i c. 20, 
MiusEij.p. 418. Ammun. Anonym, p. 471. Lact. p. at. 

Zo*. 1. U. p. 672. AUR. VICT. p. 525. 
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fince Eumeniusy in the panegyric which he pronounced before 
Conjlant'ine a few years after, writes, that he arrived while his. 
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where he was goftg td'make war; LysEumcnius >, upon the y'**^ 
Caledonians 4n*i 'Ptcls^ The latter people, noi 



now firft menti- 

- ^ u:/i 1 1 o .1 7 • .ti_ c tain worn 

oned in hiijrory, 

Bede^ fco have eo _ » w - 

learned Ujtier % from Scandinavia, or fome other northern "^"^A- 
Country 



, inhabited Scotland i but were thought, fays ^"J£jJJ£ 
;o;ne from Scythla, that is, -according to the us ^ 



in . uon/tanttus, in tne 1 air a ays or nis are, overcame 
the PzcJsy as ire anonymous author quoted above Informs us n , 
beirig aflilix i in . l»is'w,ir, as we read in Aurclius f^iclor 0 , by 
Eroc, or, as others "ftyle him, Crocus, king of the Alemans* 
Not long after this vrciory over the Pl£ts % hi died at York on 73* death 
the twenty- fifth of Juty \i\ 306, the fourth year of the per- of Con- 
icCution of DiocleJian % according to St. Je'rom p ; and the ftantius. 
fixteenth, or rattier' fifteenth, of his reign, reckoning from 
the time he ha J been created G&far, that is, from the year 
£92. for he had enjoyed that dignity thirteen years and two 
months, and the empire one year, and 'near three months 1. 
He died in his palace, furrounded by his children, and his 
body was with the utmoft pomp and magnificence interred by 
his fon Gonjlantiue. Some pretend, that he was buried at a 
place called Cair Segeini^ and by fame . Cat r Ctjtent, that is, 
the city of Conjlantitts or Qinjiantine r . In 1 283, a body 
Was 46; 1 nd at a fma'll diftancc from that place, which Edward 
F. wliorefgnjd then, ca n fed to he removed to a church, be- 
lieving it to be tiu body af.Con/faritius. This was not agree- 
able to the canons. Not long before, as fome perfons were 
digging in a place, at York % where Conjlantius was fuppofed 
to have been bvirie l, they diicovered a lamp that was dill burn- 
ing f. After his death, he wa> ranked among the gods, as 
appeals from fevcral anftcnt coins, and among the reft front 
one of his br6ther-in-Iaw Maxentius *. Conjlantius bequeath- [f e fo„ 
<fcd the empire to his fon Conjlantinc », who declared he would m¥eai bithe 

t% ■. » - » empire to 

1 Panegyr. q. p. 194. « Ammian. Anonym, p. 472. 1 Pa- Conrtau- 
ne^yr 9. p 194. * Vide Ussfea. Brit, ccclef. antiquit. p. 581, t { ve9 
57*. 579- n Anonym, p. 47 r. » Vict, epit p. 943. 

* HiKR. chron. . * Au*. Vict. p. 526. Eusm chron. 
Gouvz. p. 124.. EuTiopi p. 587. Panegyr. 9 p. 194. ' Ui- 
ser. ecclef Brie, antiq. p 60. f Alkord ami. adann. 30 4. 

1 Birao p. 44.0. » Eusbb. vit. Conit. 1. i. c. 21. p. 4 \%. 

Juli an, orat. 1 . p. 13. LACr.perf. c. 24. p. Zt. Panegyr 5 p. 

4^7 ;i 9. p. 104. 

not 



183 



the Roman Hi/lory. 



Book III 



not accept it without the content of the other princes, to 
whom he .immediately wrote, acquainting them with the 
death and laft will of his father. But the foldiers, by 
whom he was greatly beloved, impatient of delays, proclaimed 
him emperor the fame day in which his father died, and, the 
firft time he appeared in public, faluted him with the title of 
. t Auguflus, and forced him to accept the purple, knowing him, 
ij'j/*' **y s ^°f mus 'i a writer no- ways biafled ii( his favour, to be 
ft J>~ tru ty won hy of the empire, and promifin^ themfelves great 
f& TlJen l ^ in S s f fom generofity *. Thus was Conjldntine firft de- 
*' * dared emperor in Britain, the fame day in which his father 

died ; that is, on the twenty- fifth of July of the year 306* 
which, in an ancient calendar, is marked as the firft day of 
his reign w . Laftantius tells us irt exprefs terms, that, upon 
his father's death, he took the title of Auguftus * ; and Eu- 
febius that he performed his father's obfequies clad in pur- 
pie ; which is a plain proof, that he took, in Britain at 
leaft, the title of Gtefar+ which, however, thofe mu ft deny, 
who maintain him to have been born in Britain, as we have 
obferved above. He afterwards fent his image to the other 
emperors, adorned, according to cuftom, with the marks of 
the imperial dignity, GaUrius was long in fufpence whether 
or no he ftiouid receive it ; nay, tranfported with rage, he 
was upon the point of condemning both the image, and the 
meflenger who brought it, to the flames 5 but his friends re- 
monftrating, that fueh an affront would give rife to a civil 
war, in which the folJiery would in all likelihood abandon 
him, and fide with Conjiantine, he was prevailed upon to re- 



ceive his image, and to fend him the purple, that he might at 
leaft feem to hold his authority of him *. However, he gave 



£y tow on ^ r '^ c °^ C*far 9 and created Severus emperor, 
Knhtheti- whofc provinces, viz. Italy and Africa, he governed with as 
tlto/Cx' abfolute a fway as his own, oppreffing them with endlefs 
far. taxes, and pra&ifing unheard-of cruelties upon fuch as were 

not in a condition to comply with his unjuft demands. This 
occafioned great difturbances in all the cities of Italy , but ef- 
Maxenti- pecially in Rome j Which Maxentius laying hold of, caufed 
usr**/" himfelf to be proclaimed emperor by the diflatisfied foldiery 
bim/el/to an( j people. Maxentius was, or at leaft pa fled for* the fon 
bept+* 0 f Maximlan \ for fo»ne writers tell us* that he Was a fup- 
claimed pofitirious child, and that his mother, before her death, owned 
tmferor* fl lc | ia( j impofed him upon her hufband to gain his af- 



• Zoi.l. ii. p. 67. w BucH.cycI. p. 286. » LaCT. 
perf. c. 24, 25. p. 23. ? Eusi b. Conft. vit. 1. u c. 22. p. 419;. 
' Lact, perf. c. 25. p. 22. Zos. 1. ii. p. 672. 
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fc&ioa. However that be, he was quite deffirute of every 
commendable quality, proud, arrogant, cruel, ill-fhaped, or 
rather deformed, in his pcrfon, abandoned to all manner of 
vices, and univerfally abhorred , not ' only by his father's 
friends, but by his father himfelf, and much more by Galt- 
riusy whofe daughter he had married. He had highly com- 
plained of Galerius, for excluding him, in the year 3C5, from 
the dignity of Cafar ; but when he heard that Llonft anting 
had been raifed to that high ftation, and faw his image 
publicly expofed in Rome, tranfported with rage, he rcfoJved 
at all events to do himfelf juftice ; and accordingly, having 
with large promifes gained over the few praetorian guards that 
were then in Rome, and fome of their officers, namely, Lu- 

Marcellus, and MarceUinus, he caufsd himfelf to he 



proclaimed emperor on the twenty-eighth of Gflober of this 
year 306, and was acknowledged as fuch by the Reman peo- 
ple, who hoped, by his means, to deliver thcmfelves from the 
info pportable tyranny of Galerius. The news of his revolt 
no fooner readied the e.ift, where Galerius then was, than he 
difpatched a mefienger to Sever us^ injoining him to h nil en 
with all his forces to Rome* to furprife and fupprefs at once 
this new ufurper. On the other hand, Maxentius had re- 
courfe to his lather Maxinrian, who, either with a view to 
refume the empire, which he had quitted much againft his will, 
or to fu pport his fon, haftened to Rctne, and thence wrote to 
Diocleftan, exhorting htm to abandon his folitude, and re- 
mount the throne. Diode/tan* taken with the fwects and 
tranquillity of a priva:e and retired life, returned him the an- 
fwer which we have related above. But Moximian, in (read Maxiroian 
of following his example, fuffercd himfelf to he declared rejumes tht 
emperor a fecond time by rhe fenate and people of Rome ; empire. 
and receiving the purple at the hands of his fon, was univer- 
fally acknowledged for his collegue in the empire a . durctius 
Victor writes, that his In ft of reigning, and defire of fupport- 
ing his fon in his claim to rhe empire, prompted him to quit 
his folirude, and refume the authority which he had un- 
willingly abdicated b . 

While thefe things pa (Ted at Rcmr, Conjlantine was 

hu/ied in vifiting the provinces under his care, viz. Britain, 
Spain, and Gaul, and defending rhem again ft the barbarians. 
His father Confiantius had no (boner left Gaul, to make war ^ r p in ,,|. 
upon the Pi£fs in Britain, than the Franks, forgetful of their / / • / 

Gnu., but 

* Vict. epic. p. 54.3, Lact. perf. c. iS. p t6> 17. Zos. ! a>euver- 
ii p. 672. Eutrov. p {87. £useb. vie CotUt p 498. Pane^yer *:r** by 

5. p- 131. Aua. Vict, p C26.' ' C iv'ati 
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oaths, had invaded Gaul, and committed there dreadful rava- 
ges. Againft them therefore Conjlantine inarched at the head 
of a powerful army, overcame them in a pitched battle, and 
having taken two of their kings prifoners, jffcaric and Gatfus, 
or Rtgaifusj he expofed them to be devoured by the wild 
beads in the magnificent fhows which he afterwards exhibi- 
ted c He thought himfclf obliged, fays the panegyrift d , to 
renew the feverity of the ancient Romans towards their cap- 
tive kings, in order to reftrain, with the fear of punifhmenf, a 
perfidious people, who made no account of the moft facred 
ties that awed other nations. Eutropius writes, that he 
treated in like manner the kings of the Alemans, who, it 
feems, were in confederacy with the Franks*, and fell into hit 
hands in this war*. After this vi&ory, he paffed the Rhine, 
and entering the country of the Bru&erians, when Ieaft ex- 
pe&ed, made a dreadful havock of that people, and took a 
great many prifoners, whom he like wife condemned to be de- 
voured by the wild beafts *. He repaired all the forts on the 
Rhine, placed numerous garifons in them, kept there a pow- 
erful fleet, and by that means ftruck fuch terror into the 
Franks and other German nations, that none of them dared to 
approach that river 8 . He even undertook to build a bridge 
over the Rhine *», and accomplifhed, according to Bau- 
drand *, that great work ; for he tells us, that it ftood till the 
year 955* when it was broken down by bifliop Berno's or- 
ders, fiut Valeftus k writes, that it was never finifhed, fup- 
pofing, we imagine (for he a Hedges no proof in favour of his 
opinion), that fuch a memorable work would have been more 
famous in hiftory, had it ever been executed. Bucherius 
writes, that Conftantine, to defend this bridge, built, or re- 
paired, thecaftleof Dttitz on the Rhine, over-againft Co- 
logne 1. Be that as it will, Conjiantir.c, in memory of his vic- 
tory over the Franks, appointed foiemn fports, called from 
them ludi Francici, to be annually celebrated from the four- 
teenth of July to the twentieth m . Notwithstanding the fe- 
verity he exerted towards the enemy, Laftantius n and Eufe- 
bius 0 afliire us, that he governed his fubjecls with extraor- 
dinary mildneft and moderation ; that to all he fliewed himfelf 
kind, affable, benevolent, and good-natured ; that he made it 

c Panrg. 9. p. 190, 197. 5. 127. 7. 163. d Idem, c. p. 

126. e Euraor.p. 5S7. t Paneg. 3. p. 197. s Idem, 
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his chief ftudy to render thofe happy who lived under his ad- 
min i ft rat ion, 

The following year, Severus and Maximinus were created 
confuls by Galerius* and acknowledged as fuch in all the pro- 
vinces of the empire, except thofe that obeyed Maxentius* 
where Maximian caufed himfelf to be declared conful the ninth 
time. This is what we look upon as mo ft probable ; for 
the confufion which appears this year 307, in the confular 
rabies, was the natural confluence of that which prevailed in 
the empire. Conjlantine was I ike wife conful this year, hav- 
ing, as we conje&ure, been fubftituted in the room of Seve- 
rus* who was killed before the year expired. Many writers, 
to avoid the confufion occafioned by fuch a number of con- 
fuls, have chofen to date this with the confuls of the prece- 
ding year, whereof we have not yet had any inftance, 
but (hall have frequently in fucceeding times. This year Severus 
Severus , in compliance with the orders he had received marches a- 
from Galerius* left Milan* and marched towards Rome* &***fl 
to drive from thence the ufurper Maxentius. He had Maxentius 

with him a* powerful army ; but confuting of troops which 
two years before had belonged to Maximtan* the fa- 
ther of Maxentius* they were eafily gained over by the 
latter, with Anullinus* who commanded them in quality 
of captain of the guards. Hence Severus no fooner ap- 
proached Rome* with a defign to befiege it, than they 

abandoned him, and joined his rival. Hereupon ^ evetm fjetsnban- 
rus* with a fmall body of troops that remained faithful to^ w -» ^ 
him, betook himfelf to flight, bending his rout towards me n y l>ejicg- 
Milan ; but being clofely purfued by Maximian* who it f fa R a . 
met him at the head of fome troops which he had raifed vennn, and 
in Campania* and was leading to Rome* he was obliged to take?:. 
fliut himfelf up in Ravenna j which Maximian immedi- 
ately inverted. The place was well fortified, and fupplied 
with great ftore of provifions j fo that it might have eafily 
held out till relieved by Galerius : but Severus* diflruft- 
ing his own men, and relying upon the mighty promifes 
and folemn oaths of Maximian* yielded up the place to him, 
and the purple with which he had been in veiled about a 
year^and nine months before p . Maximian* unmindful of 
his oaths, carried him captive to Rome ; and, after having kept Hiidtatb. 
him fome time confined to a place on the Appian way, about 
thirty miles from the city, called Tres Tahernez^ or the Three 
Inns* he caufed him to be there put to death. The only fa- 
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vour'he coul-J obtain w.n that of dying by having his veins o- 
psacJ. Hii oo Jy was intcncJ in the tomb or Ga Menus, a- 
Dou; eigne or nine miles from Ranis*. Hz left a fun behind 
h:*n, luravJ Srv.riauus, who w.is put to dsath by Licinius in 
'^i ^ r . Mixiniidty well apprifed, that G alert us would not 
JufFer the dea:h of Ssverus to pafs unrevenged, refoived to 
ftren^then himfelf with the alliance of Cwftantim^ who, hav- 
ing conrjuercJ the Vfanks, enjoyed at that time a profound 
pence and tranquility, and was wholly bent on promoting 
the happincfi an J welfare of his people. Having therefore 
frbrciried Rome with many new works, and put it in a condi- 
tion of (attaining a long fiege, he left ZrWy, and went to 
confer with Conjtanl'ine in Gaul, where he perfuaded him to 
marry his daughter Faujla, and at the fame time chinked the 
title ofCz't'a with which he had contented himfe.f hitherto, 
as appea s from feveral medals i", and from a panegyric pro- 
nounced on account of his nupaais', into that of Augujlus. 
Gonjianlhu is generally though: to have been declared empe- 
ror on the thirty-firtt of March of this year 307. Faujla y 
whom he married, is ftyled in the ancient infcnpiions Flavia 
Maximiana Fay id u . Latfantius culls her Maximian's fe- 
cond daughter w . Perhaos he looked upon Thecdcra. his 
wife's daughter, as his own \ for we find no mention made 
of any other daughter of Maxindan. Sh: was born and brought 
up in Rome *. The emperor Julian commends her mode fly 
and blamelefs conduct/. Minervina^ Gvajicntim 9 * firit wife, 
by whom he had Crijyus, mult have been dead at this time j 
for he is not laid to have divorced her. By Faujla he had, 
hefides Csp/fatitius y who is the bed known of all his children, 
Ci;i/}j*ttine hiseldelfc fon, Conjlans hi>youn£clr, and two daugh- 
ters, Ojnlifiniina and Conftant'ia, or rather Gonjiantina^ who 
v/as manned, nrfl. lo /i ant baii anus ^ and afterwards to Gallus 
Cajhr, her coulin-gcrnians, and Helena, the wife of the em- 
peror Julian-. The wife of Gallus is fly led on an ancient 
com Flavia 'Julia Ganjlantina Awrujlu Calerius did not 
grant the title of Augujius to Con j r :aui hie tiil about a year af- 
ter, when he was obliged to beitowit on Mjxhnin u . While 
Maxlmian was in Gaul with Cwjiantine, G alert us entered 
Italy with a powerful army ; bat not fu£cient,as he found by 

'i Vict. epit. p. 542. Zos. 1. ii. p. 673, &c. 1 Lact, 
pe»f. c. 50. p. 45. f Goi.tz p. i-6. Bikao. p. 459. 
By'unt, fani. p. 15. 1 Pancgyr. p. 127. u Gol'i 7.. p. 
iuP. w Lact. c. 77. p. 25. * idem ibid. y Julian. 

r?,t. i p 9. *•'• Viae Anonym, p. 3. & By 2. fara. p. 40, 47. 
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experience, to- bcfiege Rome.' for, as he had never fcen the Galerias 

great capital of the empire, he imagine J it to be only fome- approacbsi 
what laigcr than Anthdiy and fome other cities of the eaii.'Roro^ 
He threatene 1. 10 lay it in ruins, to put ail the inhabitants to 
the fWord, and utterly to ex; irp.ttv: the fenate \ but when he fii n t9 t . 
approached that immenfc metropolis, and viewed its fortifi- P e ** 
cations, defpairing to be able to carry it by allault, and not 
having with him a fufficieat number of troops to invefr it, he 
retired to inter amna, now Teruij and thence fent Lichuus 
and Probus to exhort Maxcntius^ in his name, to demand the 
empire of his father in-law, andnotufurp it by force ofarmsc. 
HutMaxentius, having found means to gain under- hand feme 
of GaUrius's legions, was fo far from.hcaikcning to the depu- 
ties, that he. would have marched out againft Gaierius, if he, Butts o&~ 
dittruftin^ ins croons, and dreading the fate of 5cverus t had not l l g e( * tor *- 
haftcned back into his own dominions. In his retreat he laid ™'* r f*y» 
wafte the country far aiui wide, to prevent the enemv fiom f rea ?** a * fm 
purfuing him, and allowed his i\>idiers to commit unheard-of * 
diforders and ciueiticb^. Aluximian who was ftill in Gaul* 
being informed of the precipitous retreat of Galerius 9 did ail 
that lay in his power to perfuade Conjtoniine to purfuc him ; 
but finding that prince no-ways inclined to engage in fo 
dangerous a war, he repaffed the Alps, and returned to 
Rem:, where ha reigned fumj time jointly with his foil, but 
was lefs reS'pecicd, and not fj readily obeyed as lie. This 
piqued him to fuch a degree, that, diverting hi mfelf of all pa- 
ternal affection, hi: refolved to deprive AL.xcitius of the em- 
pire, not doubting, but the troops that had abandoned Seve- Max-unfaa 
rus 7 as they had formerly belonged to him, would fivour this attempts to 
attempt. Having therefore endeavoured under-hand to depot* bis 
cftrangc them from his fon, he aflembled both the people and >*• 
foldicry ; and after a long defeant upon the evils and int.. for- 
tunes of the times, he turned unexpectedly to his fon, who 
fat on the throne or tribunal with him, reproached him as 
the fole author of the prcient calamities, and, alter many 
bitter and virulent invectives, (hipped him <-r his purple lobes, 
and tore them in pieces. Afjxent:us % leaping from the 
throne, implored the protection of the fokluiy, who, being 
moved with his tears, but more with hi: promilas, received 
him in then arms, loaded A Inxn.-u^n with injuries, and 
threatened him wittj prefent death <••. Zonaras tells uz t that 
MaxhniuU) to appjale the foUiery, told them, that he was 

c Tdem ibid, c 27. p. 25. Pan. 6. p. i",5. Anonym, p. a-?.. 
J Lac t. Anonym, ibid. c l^L.cgyr. 6. p. ]j6. Eutuoi-. p. 
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not in earneft, but had made ufe of that artifice to try whether 
or no they were fmcerely attached to his Ton ; but no one be- 
lieving him, he thought it advifeable to leave Rome y and ac- 
cordingly battened back into Gaul* where he complained to 
Conjiantinty that his fon had driven him from Rome, But 
Conjlantiney not feeming to be much affeded with his com- 
plaints, about the month of November be repaired to Galerius * 
the declared enemy of his fon, to? regulate with him, as he 
pretended, the public affairs, but in reality to watch an op- 
portunity of difpatching him, and feizing his provinces f. But 
no favourable occaiion offered of putting in execution his 
wicked purpofe. Galerius was not then at Carnutum in 
Gaul j now Cbartres 9 as we read in Zojimus g , but at Carmen- 
turn, or Camus, on the Danube in Pannonia* with Dioclefian, 
whom he had invited thither to authorize with his prefence 
the election of Licinius, whom he intended to create emperor 
in the room of Sever us. On this occaiion Maximian y in a 
private conference with his ancient collegue, did all that lay 
in his power to prevail upon him to refume the empire, and 
deliver the people of Rome from fo many tyrants fc . ^ Vi&or 
the younger writes, that Galerius himfelf prefled Dioclefian 
to re-afcend the throne 1 5 which to us feems altogether im- 
probable. Be that as it will, Dioclefian found fuch delights 
in a retired life, that he would hearken to no propofals of 
that nature. Laclantius aflures us, that the defign of Maxi- 
mian was to re-inftate Dioclefian and himfelf in the empire, 
and deftroy the reft, one after another, his own fon not ex- 
cepted k . Some writers, and Eutropius among the reft l , feem 
to have believed, that Ma xi mi an only pretended to be at va- 
riance with his fon, the better to deceive the other princes, 
and compafs their ruins but* inftead of that, he was obliged 
to authorize with his prefence the promotion of Licinius y 
whom Galerius created emperor in the room of Severus, on 
the eleventh of November of this year 307. Licinius was a 
native of New Dacia 9 which lay on the Roman fide of the 
Danube* and was, ever fince the reign of Aurelian y account- 
ed one of the provinces of Illyricum. He pretended to derive 
his pedigree from the emperor Philip* but was in reality 
fprung from a family quite mean and ignoble m . His edu- 
cation was fuitable to his birth ; for he was brought up with- 
out the leaft knowledge of letters ; nay he was not afhamed 



f Lact. perf. c. 19. p. 26. Evtrof, p. 687. 
ii. p. 673. * Idem ibid. 1 Vict. epit. 
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to declare himfelf an open enemy to learning, calling tlie 
Jciences the peft and bane of the ftate ». He was naturally of 
a cruel, violent, and haughty temper °, and addi&ed, even 
in Jus old age, to die moft infamous debaucheries p . His in- 
lattable avarice prompted him, when raifed to the empire, to 
fill his coffers by the moft unjuft, tyrannical, and iniquitous 
methods *. However, he was a brave and experienced offi- 
cer, kept the foldiers to their duty, punifhed the lead tranf- 
greffions with the utmoft feverity, and by that means re- 
vived in the army the difcipline of the ancient Romans *. In 
Che year 323, he was, according to Viftor the younger, about 
fixty. Eujekius (peaks of him as one at that time worn out 
with old age r ; and LaSiantius tells us, that GaUrius did not 
create him Cafar in 305, becaufe he was afhamed to call 
him his ion, but choie to raife him to the empire at once, 
and ftyle him his brother e . However, in 313, he married 
Conflantia the lifter of Con/iantine, and had children by herj u « 
GaUrius and he had lived in great intimacy ever flnce they 
firft entered into the army ; and the emperor, repofing an 
intire confidence in him, had, in all his expeditions* after he 
bad attained to the dignity of Car/or, fuffered himfelf to be 
wholly governed by his counfels. The memorable vi&ory, 
which GaUrius gained over the Perfians, was in great mea- 
Aire owing to the valour and condu£t of Liciniut n * GaUrius 
feems at firft to have given him only the provinces of Pan- 
nonia and Rbcttia ; but at the fame time he promifed to put 
him in pofleffion of thofe that were held by Maxentius, as 
foon as he had driven out that ufurper *. Thus was the em- 
pire ruled at once by fix princes, viz. Maximian, GaUrius, 
Lie in iusy Maximin, Con/lantine, and Maxentius . 

The following year, Maximian was conful the tenth 
time, and GaUrius the feventh ; but at Rome the year was 
dated by the confuls who Jhould be named, Maxentius, who 
reigned there, refufing to acknowledge the confulfhip cither 
of GaUrius or his father Maximian. This continued till the Maxentius 
twentieth of April, when Maxentius caufed himfelf to be **4Mefim 
declared conful with his fon Romulus, ftylcd on the antient Romulus 
coins M. Aurelius Romulus Maxentius gave him the title ** 

■ Vict. ibid. • Eusum. 1. x. c. 8. p. 397. * Vict. 
epit. p. 544* *Euss». p. 396, 397. Anonym, d. 474. 
* Etjtrop. p. 587. Vict. epit. p. 543. r Euseb. L x. c. 8. 
p. 397. * Lact. perf c. 32. p. 29. 11 Idem ibid. c« 20. p. 
19. w Eutrop, p. 587. *Zos. 1. ii. p. 674. Lact. perf. 
p. 424. f Buck. cycl. p. 238. Joat. Buao, p. 450, 
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of C of far and emperor , created him conful the following year, 
and ranked hi in among the gods after his death, which 
happened during his fecond confulfhip % being drowned, it 
teems, in the Tiber a . While the difturbajices and changes, 
which we have mentioned above, happened in the weft, 
Afaximin enjoyed a profound peace and tranquillity in the 
eaft, which he governed with the title only of Carfar. But 
when he underftood, that Licinius had been declared empe- 
ror, he prefled Galerius to raife him too to the fame ran It; 
The emperor could not be prevailed upon to grant him his 
requeft, but, to content him, contrived a new title, appoint- 
ing, that he and Conjl antine thou Id, for the future, be fry led 
Filii Augujlorum, tons of emperors ; which title is ftill to 
Maxim in b e f ecn on fame of his and Conjl antine'* coins b. Maximtn 




rms. 



cation to Galerius , allured him, that the troops had, with-? 
out his confent or co-operation, faiuted him Augujlus*. This 
gave Galerius great uncafinefs ; but neverthelefs, as he did not 
think it ad vi (cable to quarrel with his nephew about the 
Conftan- title he had ufurped, he confirmed it, and at the fame time 
tine ac- granted it to Conflintine, who was thus, through the ambi- 
Jtnoivtedg- tion of another man, acknowledged emperor through all the 
ed emperor provinces or the empire a. This year, Maximian, thinking 
by Gale- himfelf neglected by Galerius, left Illyricum, and privately 

withdrew to Co wjl * antine in Gaul, with a defign to lay hold 
of the firft opportunity that offered to dil patch him, and 
caufc htmfelf to be acknowledged in his room. The better 
to deceive him, he quitted the purple the fecond time, de* 
daring, that, in imitation of DiocUfian, he would lead a 
rcrircd life, and no longer concern himfelf with public 
pftairs. Cotrji antine received him with the grcareft mat ks of 
honour and cllecm, afligncd him an rpartmcnt in his own pa- 
lace, and commanded all lus fuhje&s to pay the fame obe- 
dience to the orders of his father-in-law, as to his own. 
Bnr the re 11 lets and turbulent Ipirit of AJaximian did not 
fuffer him long to enjoy Co happy a fituation. Conjlantine 
was then htfied in building a bridge over the Rhine ; which 
preat undertaking ffruck the neighbouring nations with f*i<h 
terror, that they ft nt cmbatludois to fac for peace, uflciing 

* Vid-K n r ? H? D : . >c'ef num. a P in«*'». 6. p. 146. b Br- 
HAC.p 4*1'*. Lact. p Kurrn p . :io c Lact. 
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to deliver up (bote of their chiefs as hoffages and pledges of 
jtheir fincerity. However, forrre Franks if ill continued in 
arms ; and again ft thefe Mhximian advifed Conftanttne to 
piarch wiA a fmall body of forces-, and leave the reft at 
Arelatum, fWw Aries. His defign was to fpafcc h imfe If Maxim ?an 
snifter of Gmflqmints forties, and feize liis provinces, if any *• 
misfortune fltould befall him, as there w& room to believe fP*7 
there might, feeing he was attended only by a fihall army. S oniUn " 
Conftanttne^ nor fufpe&ing the feafr treachery, followed the * inc * 
advice of his father-in-law, who marched part of the way 
with him, and then returned to Arles % where the emperor 
had left the flower of his troops. When he thought him 
engaged in the enemy's country, he all on a fudden re- 
fumed the purple the third time, niade himfelf m after of the 
palace, feized on the treafures there, diftributcd great pare 
of them among the foldiers who were prefenr, and wrote to 
thofe who were abfenr letters filled with moft bitter in- 
ve&ives again ft Conftanttne, inviting them, with mitrhry 
promifes, to follow the example of the troops at Aries e . 
Conftantint was no fooner informed of what had p.iflcd, 
than he led back his army by land from the Rhine to Challov r 
where he embarqued his forces on the SSne i and landing 
them unexpectedly at Aries 9 Airprifed Maximian, before he 
was in a condition to oppofe him. The foldiers who had 
declared for Maximian, awed with the prefence of their law- 
ful commander, returned to their duty, a fmall n .mbrr ex- 
cepted, who, being feduced by the prefents and prrmifes f 
the ufurper, fled with him to JMarfeiUes, and fhi.t chcuiul.es 
up in that city. Conftantint purfued them clofe, and arriv- 
ing before the place, would have carried it by aflaulr, had 
not his fcaling-Jadders unluckily proved too fliort. This 

obliged him to found the retreat ; but, in the mean time, He u taken 
fome of the inhabitants having opened one of the gates to prifitntr ; 
Conftanttne** men, they entered the city, feized on the ufur- 
per, while he was uttering from the walls bitter invedtives gr* m * 
againft the emperor, and carried him to Conftantine ; who, e Jf me ? e * ? 
after having reproached him with his treachery and ambition, T on au " 
and obliged him to quit the purple, not only granted him h s tine * 
life, but fuffered him through an excefs of clemency and good- 
nature, to continue with him in the fame palace f . While 
thefc things pa/Ted in Gaul, the troops in Africa revolting 
from Maxentiusy who was acknowledged there, declared 

e Lact. p. 26. Panegyr. 9. p. 199, 200. Zos. I. ii. p. 673. 
Vamj. rcr. Franc, p. 21. f Panegyr. 9. p. 200, 201, 202. 
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Alexander Alexander y who commanded in quality of lieutenant, empe- 
ufurps the ror, and with the ulu.il ceremonies gave him the purple at 
empire in Carthage *. He was defcended of an ignoble and mean family 
Amca. j n Pk r yg ia or, as Aurelius Viftor will have it, in PannonsaK 

All authors paint him as one in every refpeA unequal to fo 
great a charge, being ftrkken in years, and quite deftitute of 
vigor, prudence, and courage. Betides, his troops con fi fled 
chiefly of new levies, unacquainted with the military difcipline, 
and for the moil part without arms. However, as he had 
a Maxentius for his rival, he maintained his ufurped autho- 
rity for the fpace of three years at leaft, fome of his Greek 
coins, which have reached us, being dated the fourth year 
of his reign k . One tfigrinianus * who is reprefented on 
fome antient medals with rays round his head, and the title 

of divus or deified^ is by moil antiquaries thought to have been 

the Ton of Alexander ». 

t he following year 309, Maxentius took upon him his fe- 
cund confuHhip at Rome* having his fon Romulus for his col- 
leg ue m . There were, it feems, no other confuls in the other 
arts of the empire ; for this year is commonly diflinguifheri 
y the confuls of the preceding year thus, the year after the 
tenth and f event h cor:fuljh'tp % viz. of Maximian and Galerius. 
Some, however, are of opinion, that Licin'tus was this year 
co'iful for the fit ft time ; and it is paft all doubt, that he was 
Eumenius conful before the death of Galerius. This year Eumenius , 
pronounces as is commonly believed, pronounced his panegyric on Con- 
his panegv Jiantinc* in a city which flood on a great river that falls into 
riconQon- the Rhine al ove Cologne n ; that is, according to moft inter- 
dan tine, pretcrs, in drives, which flood then, as it flill doe?, on the 

MofelUy the river plainly pointed at in the above-mentioned 
defcription. The panegyrift tells us, that Conjlantine was 
then bufied in repairing the walls of that city, which had been 
ruined, and in building tbe*re a great circus, a large fquare, 
bafilies, and a magnificent palace for the adminilfraiion of 
juftice. He extols the gcnerofuy of the good-natured empe- 
ror, the efFedls whereof had been felt in all the places through 
which he had patted j and therefore he in treats him to vifit the 
city of Auturi, where the orator him lei f was horn, and at 
that time taught rhetoric. In the clofe of his fpeech, he re- 
commends to the emperor his five children, and all his difci- 
ples, fome of whom already enjoyed the firft employments in 

R Zos. 1. ii. p. 67c. Vict. epit. p. 54.2. fc Zos, Sc Vict. 
ibid » Aur. Vict. p. 526. * GoLTz.p. 125. 1 Bi- 
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the ftate The following year, Andronius and Probus were 
named confuls by Gaierius ; buc were not acknowledged as 
fuch ac Rome* where Maxcntius took upon him that dignity 
the third time without a coilegue. In the confular tables 
this year is dated as the preceding, thus % the fecond year after 
the tenth and feyentb confuljhip p. This year, Maximian* no Max.™ 
longer able to lead a private and retired lire, refol ved at al J attempts te 
events to attempt the recovery of his former condition ; but murder 
being well apprifed, that all his efforts would prove unfucceis- Conllaa- 
fuJ, (o long as Conftantine lived, he determined, in the firft tine, 
place, to murder him } and, in order to compafs his wicked 
purpofe, had recourfe to his daughter Faujta^ the wife of Con- 
ftantine, ufing his utmoft endeavours, and ail manner of ca- 
refles and in treaties, to prevail upon her to betray her bus* 
band, and leave the door of the bed-chamber open ; which (he 
promifcd to do* but immediately revealed the whole to Con- 
ftantine, who unwilling to condemn his father-in-law without 
fome undeniable proof of his guilt, placed one night an 
eunuch in his bed, and left the door of the chamber open. 
Maximian did not fail to lay hoJd of the opportunity, and 
entering the room about midnight, killed the eunuch, crying 
out as he retired, Conftantine is dead \ I am emperor. But He isdi<- 
Conftantine appearing that inftant, attended by a numerous cowered 
guard, ttopped him, and (hewed him the body of the mur- and feted. 
dered eunuch. It is eafier to conceive than exprefs the tenor 
and difmay that fcized him, when he found hiin/llf thus con* 
vi&ed of the moil deteftabic treachery imaginable, without be- 
ing able either to excufe or deny it. As he had been chiefly 
prompted to this excefs of wickeduefs by the mild treatment 
which he had hitherto met with, and frill promifed hnnfcll, 
from Conftantine, that prince thought himfelf obliged, in his 
own defence, to put an end to the life and crimes of fuch an 
ambitious, implacable, and treacherous, enemy. The only fa - 
vour he granted him was the choice of his death, and he chofc 
of all deaths the moft infamous and difgraceful, which was 
hanging . Such was the unhappy, but deferved, end of ffis dsatt- 
Maximian, after having reigned with great glory at leaft 
twenty years, and lived, according to Vi&or the younger % 
about fixty (E). Conftantine caufedall his ftatues to be pul- 
led 

• Idem, p, 190, &c. * Buck. p. 238. St 249. Idat, 

Prosp &c. * LACT.perf. c. 30. p. 27. Euriop.p, $%j t 

Zo&.L ii. p. 674. Vict epic. p. 542. r Idem ibid. 

(E) Some authors write, that Maximian died at Marfeil/et % con- 
founding perhaps his death with what nappencd to him there in 
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led down, hit images to be torn in pieces, and his infcriptionaf 
era fed, not fparing even fuch as were common to him with 
Galenas DiocUfjan. The fame year, GaUrius was feized with a moft 
is fiixtd dreadful diftemper,~*an incurable ulcer in his privy parts. 
¥" y/L/ Latfantius f and EufMus « defcribe at length the miferable 
J* condition to which he was reduced, and tell us, that, befides 

ijttmpcr. ^ inexpreffibie torments with which he was racked night and 

day, without the leaft refpfte, fuch an infufferable ftench if- 
faed out of his body, as infected not only the palace, but the 
whole city- The di (temper increafed daily, in fpite of all the* 
art and /kill of the beft phyficians and fufgeons: his thighs 
putrified by degrees, his belly was con fumed, his bowels laid 
open, and the whole mafs of his blood corrupted. Notwith- 
ftanding all the care that could be ufed, be was devoured alive 
with infinite fwarms of worms and vermin. No longer able 
to bear fuch unrelenting torments, he often attempted to lay 
violent hands on htmfelf, and caufed fome of his phyficians to 
be put to death, becaufe their remedies proved rneffcduah 
He had reeourfe to ApolU, to AZfculapius y and all his gods, 
but to no cfredt ; nay, the remedies which Apollo* or rather 
fome impoftor in his name, prefcribed to him, ferved only to 
aggravate his raging diftempcr. He languiflied in this pain- 
ful, and, beyond expreflion, miferable condition, a whole 
year and upwardsy fuffcring every minute all the agonies of 
death «. The pagan as well as chriftian writers take notice 
of this unaccountable malady of GaUrius The latter af- 
cribe it to divine vengeance, as he had been the chief author 

f Lact. perf. c. 33. p. jb. 1 Evseb. 1. vin.c. t6. p. 314, 
315 » Idem, ibid. Lact. c. 33- w Avt. ViCt. epit. 

p. 525. £as. p. 674. Anonym, p, 472. 

308, as Zifimus confounds it with that of Maximin II. in telling as, 
that he died a natural death at Tar/us 1 46). In an antient chro- 
nicle, Quoted by Du Cbt/kt ,'47), we are told, that about the year 
1054, his body was difcovered at Mmr/eil/es in a leaden coffin, in- 
clofcd in a tomb of white marble, (b well embalmed, that it was 
frill in tire, and appeared freihl The author of the chronicle writes, 
that he learnt this of taofe who had feen the body ; and adds, that 
Ruimbaud. archbifhop* of Aries, perfuaded the inhabitants to throw 
the carcafe of fuch an unmerciful perfecutor of the church into the 
fca, with the coffin, tomb,- and whatever elfe was found with it. 
St. Ambrofe had written long before, that Aitmmimm was buried in 
a moft beautiful tomb of marble 1 48). 



(46) Zof. A it p. 674. (47) DmCbi/kt, torn. J p. 64,1. 
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of the persecution and unheard-of cruelties fuffered by the 
thriftians. This year Conftantine waged war with the Ale- 
mans, the Brufterians, Cherufcans* Chamaviansy and feveral 
other German nations ; who, alter having attacked the Re- 
hans in feparate bodies, joined in the end all their forces, and 
formed a very numerous and powerful army *. Conjiantine^ 
riot depending upon the relations of others, ventured in dif- 
guife into the mi lift of their army i pretending to be a deputy 
lent to them by the emperor. As he found, that not caring 
to engage him, they defigned to fcparate, which would have 
rendered the war in ore tedious, hcaffured them, that the em- 
peror was not then with his army ; which they no fooner 
under ftood than they di unified the pretended deputy, and 
without loft of rime marched with all their forces again ft the 
enemy. Conjiantim received them at the head of his army, Conftan- 
put them to the rout at the firft •nfet, and made a dreadful tine aver- 
daughter of thetn in their flight f . It was perhaps Ota ac- tomes fe- 
count of this victory that he took che title of Maximus y which veraJGcr- 
we find on fome of his medals ft ruck this year 310^ the fifth "J* 11 **- 
of his reign «. Eufebius tells us, that, after he had driven out tiomtm 
biGattli or intirely fubdued, the barbarians bordering on the 
Rhine and the ocean, he palled over into Britain , and there 
reduced fuch of the inhabitants as had not yet fubmitted to 
him *. But of this expedition no mention is made by the 

panegy rifts. 

Thm next confuls were Galerius + the eighth time, and 
Maximlnusy the fecond ; but Afaxentius refufing to acknow- 
ledge them, Rome was without confuls till the month of Sep* 
tember , when Rujinus and Eufebius Vbluftanus were honoured 
with that dignity K As the diftemper of Galerius grew daily Galenas 
more raging and violent, he began at length to afcribe it to p vts a 
the juft vengeance of heaven,- for his cruelties to the innocent to the per- 
chi iftians, and immediately published an edidt, ordering a ftop ft cut ion, 
to be put to the perfecution. This cdi£fc was ena&ed in the 
name of three emperors, vim. Galerius 9 CorrJlantine 9 and Z/- 
eimus. Afaxentius was looked upon by Galerius as an ene- 
my, and had never been acknowledged by him ; and as for 
Ataximiny he either would not agree with the reft to put a 
ftop to the perfecution, or his name has been, through a mif- 
take of the tranferibers, omitted in the edi&, as that of Lici- 
nius has been left out in moft editions of Eufebius^ and even 
in the Latin translation by Rujinus. The edict was dated the 

B ftanegyr. 7. p. 163— 165. * Idem, p. 164. *Birag. 
p. 46s* 1 Busts. vir.Conftant. 1. a. e. 25. p. 420. *LaCt. 
peri. c, |j. p. 31. Buck-, cyd. p. S3*. 
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twentieth year of the reign of Galerius, and confequently muft 
have been drawn up after the firft of March of this year 31 1* 
His death. It wa s publicly fet up at Nico media on the thirtieth of April* 

and the following month his death was known there ; for he 
died, according to the moft probable opinion, vtSardica, the 
metropolis of New Dacia, now known by the name of Sofia, 
or, as the inhabitants ftyle it, Triad izxa c. Galerius had 
reigned, reckoning from the time he had been created Cafar, 
nineteen years, two months, and fome days. He had been 
emperor fix years, and a few days 5 for we find fome 
of his coins dated the feventh year of his reign Be* 
fore he expired, he earneftly recommended to Licinius his 
wife Valeria , the daughter of Dioclefian, and Candidianus his 
natural fon « j which (hews, that Licinius was prefent when 
he died. He was buried in the fame city where he was born, 
and afterwards deified with the ufual ceremonies *. Maxi- 
min was no fooner informed of the death of Galerius , than he 
battened from the eaft, where he then was, with a defign to 
leize on his provinces, and entering Bithynia, made himfelf 
inciter of all the countries beyond the Propontis. On the other 
hand, Licinius , having drawn together his forces, marched 
to oppofe him ; and the two armies encamped over-againft 
each other, the one on the coaft of Afia , and the other of 
Europe. However, they came at length to an agreement ; 
and in a private interview, which they had in the (freights of 
Chalcedony they entered into an offenfive and defenfive alii* 

k'ySff 19 - ancc > which they confirmed with the moft folemn oaths 9 . 
ana Maxi - Maximin remained matter of Bithynia, and Licinius of 
*£tt* ^bract) the (freights of Chalcedon being the common boun- 
provimcts DCtwcen me two empires *. Valeria, the widow of Ga- 

* * lerius, though earneftly recommended by him at the point of 
death to Licinius, chofe to withdraw into the dominions of 
Maximin, with her mother Prifca the wife of Dioclefian, 
Candidianus the natural fon of Galerius, and Severianus the 
fon of Sever us, put to death by Maxi mi an in 307. Maxi- 
min treated Valeria for fome time with the utmoft refpcA, 
honouring her with the title of mother ; nay, he conceived 
a violent paflion for her, and even offered to repudiate his own 
wife, and marry her. Valeria, not a little furprifed at this 
unexpected propofal, anfwered him with great freedom, That 
the ftatc and habit (he was in, the time of her mourning for 

c Lact. perf. c. 33. p. 30. Euses. 1. viii. c. 17. p. 315. 
aPagi, p. 31 1 . e Lact. c. 35. 50. p. 32,44. Evsib. 1. 
viii, c. 17. f Vict. epit. p. 543. Biuo. p. 444. Eussb. 
I. ix. c. 10. p. 364. * Evieb. 1. ix. c. 10. Lact. c. 45. p' 39. 
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the death of her hujfband n#t being yet expired, did not allow 
her to think of marriage ; that to her it feemed very flrange 
he ihould put away a wife, who had not given him the leaft 
occafion of complaint ; that fuch a proceeding gave her room 
to cxpe& the like treatment ; and, in fliort, that it was both 
unbecoming and unprecedented in a perfon of her rank to en- 
tertain the lcaft thought of a fecond marriage. Maximln was Valeria 
provoked to fuch a degree with this frank and generous an- enormeujfy 
fwcr, chat, changing his \ove Into hatred and rage, he imme- abuftd by 
diately ban i flic d both her and her mother, feized on all her Maxunin. 
effe&s, confined her domeftics, put her eunuchs to the rack, 
and, upon folic accufat ions, fentenced to death feveral iJluftri- 
ous ladies who attended her, and among the reft two fenators 
wives, and one whafe daughter was a veftal at Rome. They 
were publicly executed at N$cea y upon the depofition of a 
Jew* who falfly accufed them of adultery, hoping to efcape 
the punifhment due to his crimes by impeaching them* The 
people loudly complained of fuch a bare-faced piece of injuftice, 
and, tranfported with rage, would have torn in pieces Eratineus 
the governor of that province, while he fat on his tribunal to 
condemn them, and fee his fentence put in execution, had he 
not been furrounded by a numerous body of foldiers, who 
with much-ado prote&ed him againft the infults of the in- 
cenfed populace. The 7w, their accufer, being afterwards 
condemned to be crucified, acknowledged on the crofs their 
innocence, and his own guilt, in fuffering himfclf to be 
fuborned to accufe them Valeria* though confined in the 
deferts of Syria , found means to acquaint her father Diode- 
Jian with the miferable ftate fee was in, who, moved with 
tendernefs and companion, fent feveral perfons, and among 
the reft a kinfaiAn of his own, an officer of great diftinc- 
tion in the army, to intreat Maximin y by all the obligations 
he owed him, to releafe his beloved daughter from her con- 
finement, and allow htm the fatisfa&ion of enjoying her 
company in his. old age. But the tyrant was deaf to all in- 
treat ies ; which is faid to have haftened the death of the old 
emperor 

Gonflantine % in the mean time, was bufied in vifiting the 
provinces under his government. He arrived this year, the 
fixth of his reign, at Autun ; and finding the inhabitants 
overloaded with taxes, he not only forgave them what they Conton- 
owed to the exchequer ever fince his accefiion to the empire, c,nc ' ?*' 
but remitted above a fourth part of all imports. In acknow- JJJ^ £ 

1 Lact. perf f c. 39, 40. p. 35, 36. * Idem, c. 41. • 
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ledgment of this favour, the city of Am tun, looking upon the 
generous and good-natured emperor as their founder, took 
the name of Flavia, which was the name of his family ; and 
upon his return to the place of hia refidence, probably Tretoe*, 
they fent Eumenius to return him thanks for bis extraordinary 
kindnefs to them \ which the orator did in a fpeech that is 
itill extant K In the mean time, Maxtntiui, who reigned at 
Rorruj undertook the redu&ion of Africa, which had revolted, 
as ive have related above, in 308, and declared Alexander em- 
peror. Again ft him Maxentius difpatched Rufus y or Rufius 
Voluftanus, probably the conful of this year, and one Zenus, 
a celebrated commander, who, in the firft battle that was 
fought, put the troops of Alexander to the rout, took him 
prifoner, and caufed him immediately to be ftrangled m . Thus 
Max en- ended the war in Africa ; but not the calamities of that un- 
tius reduces happy province : for Maxentius caufed fuch of the Africans^ 
and ruins as were confiderable either for their birth or wealth, to be in- 
f P 9 ' humanly put to death, and feized their eitates, pretending 

Africa l ^ c ^ ^ f avour ed the ufurper ; nay, he commanded the city 

of Carthage, at that time one of the moft beautiful and flou- 
rilhing cities in the world, to be laid in afhes. Thus was the 
province of Africa utterly ruined, and the inhabitants reduced 
to beggary, and obliged, through fear of the tyrant, to aban- 
don their native country, and take {belter in the provinces of 
the other princes Maxentius triumphed at Rome for the 
defeat of Alexander* or rather for the deftruftion of Carthage, 
and the ruin of Africa. But Rome and Italy were no left 

Jtome and g r j cvou fl v afflifted by the lewd, inhuman, and avaricious 

wJff S *f- tvn ! nt > than Carthage and Africa. The inexpreffible cala- 
ffJiedbt mit ' es > u °der which they groaned, are defcribed at length by 
him. %ofimus °, Eufebius *,Aureliu$ FiEtir*, and the panegyrift^ 

wiio flou rifted in thofe times r . His luft fpared not the moft 
iliuftrious ladies of Rome, nor his avarice the chief men in the 
fenate : he forced the former, by all manner of torments, to 
comply with his impure deft res ; and condemned the latter, 
under various pretences, to death or banilliment, in order to 
fcize their eitates. Eufebius f and Rufinut c tell us, that 
having by menaces forced the governor of the city to yield up 
to him his wife, by name Sophronia, fhe, who pro felled the 

1 Paneg. 8. p. 188, • Aun. Vict. p.. 526. Zos. 1 H. 

p. 675. Lactam, per. c. 43. p. 37. » Paneg. 6. 7 . p 145, 
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chriftian religion, and confequently thought death a left evil 
than the defiling herfelf with any impurity, begged a few mi- „ 
nutes to put on her beft attire ; which being granted, fhe with- ^J^^j 
drew into her clofet, and there, after a lhort prayer, buried a j ntre p ia >;J 
dagger in her breaft, and died on the fpot. This action is ^Sophro- 
mightily commended by Eu/ebius and Rufinus j and Palladius nia a 
feems to approve it It fliews a courage in Sopbronia above ehriflian 
her fex, and a love of purity worthy of the religion which (he lady. 
profefled $ but neverthelefs cannot, in the opinion of St. jfafi- 
tin ^, be commended, or even excufed, unleft done by a 
particular and extraordinary impulfe from heaven, fuch as he 
fuppofes Raxtas to have bad, of whom mention is made in 

the books of the Maccabees. Maxentius allowed his fo)d\crs 
the fame unreftrained liberty, or rather Iicentioufncfs, which 
he took himfelf 9 abandoning to them the honour, the lives, 
and the fortunes of the moft innocent perfons. By this means 
Rome was in a fhort time reduced to a moft deplorable con- 
dition ; the fcnators were ftripped of their eftates,- and either 
Banimed upon falfe accufations, or publicly executed ; and 
the people fo loaded with taxes, that they had not where- 
withal to purchafe the common neceffaries, and great num- 
bers of them died daily for want* He was greatly addicted to The cruelty 
the ftudy of magic, which prompted him to many unheard-of </Maxea«- 
cruelties, as he hoped to learn future events from the entrails 
of women and innocent children *• A fire accidentally break* 
ing out in the temple of Fortune, and the people flocking 
from all parts to extinguish it, a foldier uttered foine words of 
raillery again ft the unfortunate goddefs ; which one of the po- 
pulace hearing killed the foldier on the fpot. His comrades, 
to revenge his death, fell fword in hand upon the people; 
which occafioned a dreadful tumult, in which an incredible 
number of perfons loft their lives 7. Zojimus writes, that 
Maxentius immediately reftrained the fury of his foldicrs ; but 
though he excufes him on this occafion, yet he owns, that his 
tyranny grew daily more infufFerable, and that the Roman 
people impatiently wifhed for a deliverer *, Prudentius gives 
us a pathetic account of the evils which the city endured un- 
der fo cruel a tyrant, who was not afl)amcd to fill the public 
priforts with the moft venerable and illuftrtous perfons in the 
fenate *. Being elated with his fuccefs againft Alexatidtr^ ty- 
rant of Africa 1 he began to entertain thoughts of deftroying 

» Pal lab. hift. Lnufiacn, c. 150. p 105. w At? cost. 
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the other princes, one after the other ; for he was often heard 
to fay, That he alone was emperor, and that the others were 
only his lieutenants, employed by htm to defend and guard 
the confines of the empire again ft the incurfioris of the bar- 
barian*, that he might enjoy at Rorru an undifturbed peace 
He revives and tranquility. He refolved to begin with C$nflantine y un- 
to makg der the plaufible pretence of revenging the death of his father 
nomr upon Maxlmian^ though we are aflured, that he was not in the 
Conftan- | ea ft ..ffe^cd with it b . He had then under his command an 
tine. hundred and feventy thoufand foot, and eighteen thoufand 

horfe, mdft of whom had ferved under his father, and con- 
fcquently Were inured to military toils and dangers. He had 
amafled by his extortions vaft funis to defray the charges of a 
War, and great ftore of ptOviflons, having for that purpofe 
drained Africa and the adjacent iflands. He nofooner began 
to aflemble his troops, than Conflantine y well apprifed of his 
defign, wrote to him, and by laying before him the dreadful 
evils and calamities attending a civil war, endeavoured to di- 
vert him* from it* Naxarius tells us, that Conjlantinty pity* 

lag the miferabk- condition to which he faw, with the ut- 
moft concern, the ihctropotis of the empire reduced, burnt 
With a dcfirc of redeeming it from the tyranny under which 
h groaned ; but not thinking that could jufiify his engaging 
in a war with his brorher in-law, he endeavoured to fatisfy 
him as to the death of bis father. But Maxtntius^ who want- 
ed only a pretence for (tripping Conjiantine of his dominions, 
without giving ea*r to his remonftrances, caused his ftatues to 
be pulled down, and his images defaced, giving out, that he 
^ was determined at all events to revenge the death of his father. 
Con an- hereupon Conjlanilne^ leaving a ftrong body of troops to guard 

u\xa\y hreaklng Into Gaul during his abfence, fet out on his inarch 

to Italy ^ at the head of an army, confiding, according to 
thole who magnify their number the mod, of ninety thoufand 
foot and eight thoufand horfe. Of thefe only twenty-five 
thoufand were Romans y and the reft auxiliaries «. A pancgy- 
rift, in an oration pronounced before him, fays, that he en* 
gaged in this war with a fmaller number of troops than jtUx* 
under had with him, when he went to attack the king of 
Perfia <* j that is, not quite forty thoufand men. lie endea-* 
Voured to gain over Licinius* by promising him his fitter Gwr* 
Jiantia in marriage ; which gave fuch jealoufy to M*ximin % 
that he fent deputies to court the fr i en dfhip of Maxmtius t 
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and entered into an alliance with him ; which, however, was 
kept fecrer ; for Conftantine was not apprifed of it till he be- 
came mafter of Rome* and (aw there the ftatue of Muxtmin 
placed clofe to that of Maxentius *. W e are not told, that 
Aiaximin fent any fuccoura to Maxentius, or Licinius to 
Conftantine. In this war providence had foniething in view 
infinitely more important, than the refcuing of Rome from 
the tyranny of Maxentius 5 norhing lefs than the delivering, 
of the church from the cruel perfccution under which it 
had groaned for the fpace of near three hundred years. Con* 
Jiantine had inherited of his father fome love and eftecm 
for the chriAians ; for the firft ufe he made of his authority 
was to put a ftop to the perfccution in the provinces fubjrek 
to htm f. However, he had not yet fficwn any inclination 
to embrace a religion which he both honoured and es- 
teemed ; but in the war with Maxentius , apprehending that 
he ftood in need of an extraordinary afliftancc from heaven, g e ddite- 
he began feriou/ly to confider with himfelf, wh^t deity he rMy 
frould implore as his guardian, and protector. He revolved htmfctf 
in his mind the fallacious an f we is given by the oracles to o- <what god 
ther princes, and the fuccefs that had attended his father 6*5//- £/ Jbould 
Jiantius in all his wars, who defpifed the many gods worfhip- implore. 
ped by the Romans y and acknowledged only one Supreme 
Being. At the fame time he obferved, that fuch of his pic- 
deceffbrs as had perfecuted the chriftians, the adorers or this 
God, had mifcarricd in moft of their undertakings^ and pc~ 
riflied by an unfortunate and untimely end j wiiercas his fa- 
ther, who countenanced and protected theoi, had in all his 
wars been attended with uncommon fticccfs. and ended lus 
Jife in the arms of his children. Upon thefe confide rations he 
refolved to have recourfe to the God of his father, and ad- 
here to Him alone. To Him therefore he addrefled himlclf 
with great humility and fervour, befeeching Him to make 
himfelf known to him* and to affift him in his prcfent expe- 
dition. Heaven heard his prayer in a manner altogether mi- 
raculous ; which, however incredible it may appear to fome, 
Eufcbiut aflurcs us, lie received from the emperor 's own mouth', 
who folemnly confirmed the truth of it with his oath. As he Amfracz* 
was marching at the head of his troops in the open fields, there lous e.y>* 
fuddenly appeared to him, and the whole army, a little after ritio*. 
mid -day, a pillar of light above the fun, in the form of a crofs, 
with this infeription, In this conquer. The emperor was in 
gfeat pain about the meaning of this wonderful vision, till 

fhe following night; when our Saviour appearing to hin>, 
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with the fame fign that he had feen in the heavens, command-* 
ed him tocaufe fuch another to he framed, and to make ufe 
of it in conquering his enemies. The next morning, Conftan- 
tine imparted to his friends what he had feen » and fending for 
the ableft artificers and workmen, ordered them to frame a 
crofs of gold and precious Hones, according to the directions 
which he gave them. This crofs is minutely defcribed by Eu- 
febius who faw it g . Baronlus y who has caufed it to be en- 
graved in his annals h , places the images of Conftantine and 
his children on the ftandard that was fattened to the crofs-part 
of it, though Eufebius feems to place them below the ftandard. 
In a crown of geld at the top of the crofs was a figure, con- 
futing of the two firft letters of the name of Chrift, ac- 
cording to the Greek orthography 4 . This figure, on fomc 

medals, is formed thus ^ and in others thus *f . This 
cypher was probably (hewn to Conjlantlne with the crofs ; for 
we are no-vvhere told that he contrived it. Some are of o- 
pinion, that this cypher, in which the crofs is plainly repre- 
sented, was the only thing Conftantine added to the antient 
ftandard. This the pious emperor caufed to be carried before 
him in all his wars, as an enfign of fafety and victory k . So- 
crates feems to infinuate, that in his time, about the year 430, 
it was lodged in the imperial palace at Conftantinople 1 ; and 

fie croft Th*°pb an * s tc ^ s us * t ' iat lt was to be ^ ecn * n *r* e ninth 
becomes the centur y m - Conftantine caufed feveral other crofTes to be 
chief flan- ma ^ c aI ^ ter ^ aine manner, and to be conftantly carried at 

the head of his armies, inftcad of the figures of Mars, jfu- 
piterj Romulus, &c. The name of Chrift was not always 
at the top of the crofs, but fometimes on the ftandard n . 
When the troops in any part of the army began to give ground, 
the emperor caufed the ftandard with the crofs to be conveyed 
thither ; and his faith, fays Eufebius °, was rewarded with 
victory, which began on that fide where the greateft danger 
was apprehended. He chofe fifty of the moft courageous, 
robuft, and religious men among his guards to attend this 
ftandard, and carry it in their turns. Eufebius allures us, 
thac none of thofe who carried it were ever wounded in bat- 
tie i and adds, that, in one encounter, th* perfon who held 
it, finding himfelf aimed at on all fides by the enemy, 
and therefore delivering it to another, in order to avoid the 

8 Euse n. vit. Conft, 1. i. c. 27 — %t. p. 421—423. h Ba- 
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danger by flight, was ihot through with a dart the minute he 
parted with it 5 whereas the other efcaped unhurt am id ft the 
ihowers o f arrows that flew round him . This Eufebius* as 
he allures us, learnt of Conjlantine bimfelf *. In the year 
416, Theodofius the younger beftowed great privileges on thofe 
who carried the labarum or laborum } for fo the ftandard con- W» ,a h*« 
fecrated, to ufe the expreffion "of St. Ambrofe 1, with the J"""* or 
name of Chrift* is ftyled by Gregory of Na%ianzum % Pruden- Chorum. 
tiusj and others. As to the etymology of that name, we are 
quite in the dark. The reader will find many conje&ures 
concerning it in Du Cange, who is of opinion, that it was 
borrowed of the Germans 1 . At the fame time, Conjlantine 
ordered the (hields, helmets, and offenfive as well as defend ve 
weapons of the foldiers, to be marked with crofles, as appears 
from Eufebius f , and various antient monuments. Sozomen 
tells us, that the emperor caufed the name of our Saviour to 
be put upon the labarum y that the foldiers, who, in all times, 
paid the utmoft refpeit to the imperial ftandard, might, by 
degrees, be brought to forget their falfe deities, and pay the 
fame honours to Him, whofe name they had conftanrly before 
their eyes c . Conjlantine had the above-mentioned viflon be- 
fore he paired the Alps to make war upon Maxentius y and 
confequently in Gaul ; but as to the precife place, we arc 
quite at a lofs. Some ftand up for Befanpn ; others for &7r- 
zic on the Rhine y at a fmall diftance from Cologne ; and fome 
for Numegen* a village on the Mofelle* about five miles be- 
low Treves \ which Au 'font us calls the illuftrious camp of Con- 
jlantine u ; but their conjectures are altogether groundless. 
Balufius complains, and not without reafon, of the irreligious 
temerity of a modern writer w , who is pleafed to Ityle the 
whole account of this miraculous apparition, that is, the bed 
attefted fatSlin the hiftory of Conjlantine* a pious ficlion y which, 
in other terms, is calling Eufebius an impious impoftor, and 
at the lame time charging him with the greateft folly imagi- 
nable, in pretending to impofe upon the world with fuch an 
enormous falfhood, while many thoufands of witnciTes were 
ftill living, who would not have failed to difprove what he 
wrote, and give him the lye. To imagine a writer of Eufe- 
bius 9 % character guilty of fuch folly, impudence, and preemp- 
tion is, in our opinion, carrying fcepticifm and incredulity to 

* Idem ibid. p. 448. * Ambros. epift. xvii, p. 213. f Can' 
g e . diflert. de inferior, sevi. numifmat. p. 18. Sc glofTar. p. 190. 
{ Evse b. ibid. 1. iv. c. 2 1. p. 53c. 1 Soz. I, i. c. 4. p. 4c?. 

u Even, de Belg. 1. viii. c. 6 . p. 243. w Jacob vs^ Oi se. 

li us in thefaur, numif. antiquor. p. 463. 
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Con fan- too great a height, Ctnflmntine being, after the miraculous 
tine is m- vifion, immutably determined to adore that God alone who 
fimaed in had appeared to him, fent for feveral bifhops, in order to be 
tbe thrifty jnftru&ed by them in the jnyfteries of their religion, and in 
** f^f*** feveral particular? of the late apparition. He hearkened to 

them with the utmoft refped, and believed what they told hint 
of the divinity, incarnation, Cfofs, and death of our Saviour, 
reading with great attention the holy fcriptures, and confult- 
ing in his doubts the bifhops, whom for that purpofe he kept 
conftantly about him Euftbius does not name them ; but 
Zojfmus tells us, that an Egyptian, coming from Spain to the 
place where Ctnftantint was, prevailed upon him to abandon 
the religion of the Remans T . This may be true, though no 
great ftrefs is to be laid upon what Xofimus writes touching the 
converiion of Ctnftantine ; for Ofius, the celebrated bifhop of 
Corduba in Spain, was by birth an Egyptian, and might, as 
he was a man of great piety and learning, have been fent' for 
by the emperor. It is at leaft certain, that Conftantint foon af- 
ter appointed him his almoner, and treated him on all occafi- 
ons with the utmoft refpeA, efleem, and veneration. The 
modern, Greek writers pretend, that one of the emperor's 
chamberlains, by name Euphrates, had a great (hare in his 
converiion ; but of him no mention is made by the antients. 
We may well imagine what a great alteration the converfton 
His exam- of Ctnftantine produced in the church. The whole imperial 
pie is fol- family followed, it (eems, his example ; we are well afiiired, 
lowed by that his mother Htltn did : for though Theodoret writes, that 
the imperi- fhe infpired her fon from his infancy with fentiments of piety \ 
al family. yet Euftbius tells us in exprefs terms, that fhe knew not the 

true God, till the was induced by her fon to embrace the truth, 
and adhere to it ». The zeal which Conjiantia (hewed for the 
do&rine of Arius, inclines us to believe, that (he protefled the 
chriftian religion. Euftbius tells us, that Eutropia, the wi- 
dow of Maximian and mother-in-law of Ctnftantine, follow- 
ed the example of the emperor; and Vakfiiis maintains the 
fame thing of her daughter Faufta \ which does not at all 
feem improbable, though not pofttively aflerted by any of 
the antients. Johannes Damafcenus writes, that Ctnfiantint 
caufed not only the croft, but the image, of bur saviour, 
to be reprefented on his coins ; but no medals have been' 
yet found to confirm his opinion. On his coins appear only 

the labarum, and on fome of his fon Ctnftantius the ^ will* 



* Euse a. vit. Conft. I. i. c. 31. p. 4*3, 424. 
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the A and n, the emblem attained by our Saviour in the 
kjvtixitions K T*he filence of the antient pa negy rifts with 
tcfyeSt to to public and remarkable an event as the appariti- 
on of the crofs, which occasioned the converfion of Gonfian- 
tine % would fcem to us unaccountable* were we not well ap- 
prifed of the great and almoft invincible power of prejudice in 
matters of religion. The authors of thofe panegyrics could 
not, even in their fpeeches uttered before Conftantine % for* 
bear fpeaking of their fabulous deities, as if the emperor had 
{hill been a pagan. However, fome of them fcem to have 
hinted at that apparition, though in very dark and ambiguous 
terms ; for one of the orators fpeaks much at length of an ex- 
traordinary afli fiance, which, he fays, all Gaul believed to 
have been fent to Conftantine from heaven «. Another fays, 
that every one dreaded the war with Maxtntius s on account 
of an evil omen d . This may be well underftood of the crofs, 
than which nothing was more infamous, or more detefted, 
among the Aomans. But Conftantine placed his chi«f confi- 
dence in it, and caufing it to be carried at the head of his ar- Conrtan- 
my, as the banner of vidory, croffed the Alps the following tine faj/et 
year, when he and LUiniut were eonfuls the fecond time* the Alps, 
without meeting with the leaft oppofition, till he arrived at mnd mak*$ 
&<*gujium y now Sufa ; which, being fortified both by nature himfelf 
and art, and defended by a numerous garifon, refufcd to fub- ***ft*r *f 
mit. Hereupon Conftantine, having ordered a general aflault, fiyfr** 
and at the fame time caufed fire to be fee to the gates, carried 
the place by ftorm the fame day ; but would not give it up 
to be plundered, nor fuffer the inhabitants to be any- ways 
injured in their lives or fortunes «, though Zofimus writes, 
that he laid in ruins all the cities that prefumed to oppofc him 
From Segkfium he marched to Augujta Taurinorum % now Tu- 
rin* in the neighbourhood of which place he was met by a nu- 
merous army of the enemy, whofe cavalry, armed cap-£»pe, 
fell upon him with a fury hardly to be exprefled ; but Con- 
/taming ordering his ranks to open and receive them, they 
were furrounded on all fides, and, unwieldy as they were, 
pulled off of their horfes and killed, without the lofs of a fin- 
le man on Con ft ant in* 9 % fide. The reft of the army was ea~ 
y put to the rout, and purfued with great flaughter to the 
gates of Turin \ which the citiaens tout againft them, but 
opened to Conftantine* whom they received with the greatefl 
demonftrations of joy imaginable. All the cities between the P* 
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and the Alps followed the example of this, fending deputies 
with great ftore of provisions to the conqueror, and affifting 
him to the utmoft of their power again ft Maxentius y whofe 
cruelties and tyranny they could no longer bear *. From Tk- 
rin he marched to Milan , which city he entered without 
onpofition ; and having pafled a few days there, he purfued 
his march to Brefcia^ where he was met hy a numerous body 
of horfc, who, being routed at the tirft onfet, retired in great 
confufion to Verona 9 the place appointed for the gene* 
ral rendezvous of all the troops of Maxentius 9 difperfed up 
and down the country. They were very numerous, and 
commanded by Rur ictus Pompeianus, an experienced officer, 
and captain of the guards to Maxentius, who, not thinking 
it advifeable to venture a battle, fliut himfelf up in Verona y 
with part of his troops. Conftantine, having pafled the Ad'tge 
a great way above that city, inverted it with his whole army. 
Pompcianus made a vigorous fally j but being repulfed with 
great lofs, he ftole away in the night, and foon after returned 
with a numerous army, which he had with incredible expe~ 
d it ion drawn together from all parts. Conftantinc 9 receiving 
intelligence of his approach, left part of his troops to purfue 
the ficge, and marched with the reft to meet him. Hereupon 
an engagement enfued, which lafted almoft the whole night ; 
but in the end the troops of Pompcianus were utterly defeat- 
ed, and the general himfelf killed. Conftantinc diftinguifhed 
himfelf on this occadon in a very eminent manner, grappling 
hand to hand with the enemy like a common foldier ; info* 
much, that his officers, after the battle, conjured him with 
tears in their eyes, to moderate his courage for the future, 
and not expofe to fuch dangers a life oh which depended the 
fafety and welfare of the ftate K The city of Verona ftill held 
out for fome time ; but was in the end taken by ftorm, and 
u.terly ruined. The garifon fur rendered at discretion, and 
Confiantine^ contrary to their expectation, granted them their 
lives ; but that his own men might not be employed in guard- 
ing them, as they were very numerous, he caufed chains to 
be made of their fwords, and confined them in two prifons 1 . 
During the fiege of Verona, Conftantinc detached part of hi» 
troops to attack /Iqrtileia, Mutina, and fcvcral other cities ; 

which readily fubmictcd. By this mean? he became matter of 
all the places between the Alps and Rome, the deliverance of 
which city from the tyranny of Maxentiui^ was what he had 

* Pancgyr. 6,7. p. 138, 166. Idem, 6. p. 141. & 7. p. 
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inoft of all at heart K He therefore bent his inarch thither, Conftan. 
and approached the city with all his forces. His approach tine «p- 
roufed Maxentius, who had abandoned himfelf to eafe, and proacbes 
wallowed in all manner of pleafures and dcbauchetics, ftifling Rome, 
the tidings that were daily brought to him of ilie defeat of his 
troops, and the progrefs of Conjtantine. He caused a bridge 
of boats to be laid over the Tiber, a Jit tie above the Mi hi art 
bridge, now Ponte Molle y fo contrived, that it could be ea- 
fily Toofened, which, he charged one of his engineers to, do 
as loon as Conftan tine was entered upon it with his army. 
But the emperor chofe to encamp in a fpacious plain, over- 
Sigainft the Milvian bridge, hoping by that means 10 draw 
Moxentius out of Rome* and tempt him to vcntuie a general 
engagement, being well apprized, that if he kept w ithin the 
city, which was fupplied with great ftorc of provisions, the 
befieging him there would prove a dangerous undertaking, 
and protract the war to a great length. But Maxeutius or- 
dering his troops to encamp between the Milvian oiid^e and 
the city, in order to prevent Conjlantine from approaching 
the walls, did not fo much as ftir out of his palace, tiii he 
was frightened from it by an inaufpicious omen, which oblig 
cd him to repair with his wife and fon to the houfe of one of 
his friends La&antius tells us, that the night preceding 
the twenty-feventh, or rather the twenty-eighth, of October ffl se i rfam 
Conjlantine was admonifhed in a dream to caufe the fiiields of 

bis foldiers to be marked with the and then give battle. 
The order was immediately executed, and not only on the 
fhields, but likewife on the helmets, as appears from an an- 
tient medal, of all the foldiers, were difplaycd the crofs 
and the name of our Saviour. The fame day, the twenty- 
eighth of Oftober, Maxentius , who then ended the fixth 
year of his reign, exhibited, notwithstanding the danger that 
threatened him, magnificent fliows in the circus ; and having 
caufed the libylJine books to be confulted, had this anfwer, 
that the great enemy of Rome was doomed to perijb that very 
day. This he underitood of Conflantine ; and therefore, quit- 
ting the city without delay, he crofied the bridge, which lie 
had caufed to be laid over the Tiber, and chofe for the field 
of battle a place called Saxa rubra, or the red 7'ocks, about 
nine miles from Rome, drawing up his numerous army be- 
tween the enemy and the river. Conjlantine, overjoyed to 
hear that Afaxentittshid marched out of the city, immediate- 
ly advanced againft him ; and having encouraged his men 
with certain hopes of victory, ordered thefignal to be given 

*Ll* em > 7* P* '7°, 171- 1 l dcm >P' HJ- 
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for the battle. At the firft onfet, the Romans and Italians in 
Afaxentius's army, out of hatred to the tyrant, gave wav and 
retired ; but the others, chiefly the praetorian guards, the mi- 
nifters of his tyranny, ftood their ground, and fought with 
m great refolution and intrepidity ; fo that the victory remained 
2~£* C "V US doubtful, tiJl Maxentius's cavalry being broken, the tyrant 
and abandoned the field to fave himfelf acrofs his bridge of boats, 

drowned aiK * return to tne clt Y Laclantius writes, that the bridge 
in the Ti- ' vo ^ c down of itfclV during the battle ■ ; but Eufebius and 
ber. Zjimus tell us, that the engines which fattened the boats to- 

gether, giving way under the great weight of the multitude 
tnac fled with or before Maxentius, the boats parted, and he 
was pulhed inte the river by thofe who were flying with him 
Bo that as it will, all authors agree, that he w is taken in the 
fnarc which he had laid for Conftantine ; and that, falling into 
the Tiber with his horfe and armour, he was there drowned, 
with many of his men, and fome of his chief officers. His 
body being with much ado found the next day buried in the 
mud, Conftantine caufed his head to be ftruck off, in order to 
fhew it to the Roman people, who had not yet file wed any 
joy for his death, apprehending it might be only a falfe re- 
port, fpread on purpofe to difcover their inclination and real 
Conftan- f em iments *• The fame day, the twenty-ninth of Oftobir, 
Rome*'*" Conjiantine cauiing the head of Maxentius to be carried upon 

a pole before his army, ntadc his public entry into the city, 
attended by the lenate in a body, and by infinite crowds of 
people, who flocked from all parts to behold and welcome, 
with loud (houcs of joy, their new prince and deliverer. In 
the (hows which were exhibited the following days, the peo- 
ple, neglc cling the dive-rfions, kept their eyes immoveably 
fixed on Conjiantine, returning thanks to the tutelar gods of 
the city and empire, for giving them, in the room of a cruel 
and inhuman tyrant, a prince, of whofe humanity, pru- 
dence and moderation, fame had proclaimed fo many in- 
ftancwS 4. 

His e!e- I he battle was no fooncr over, fays one of the panegyr- 
mency after r » tnal1 Conjiantine fheathed his fword, and not only 
njifiory. pardoned, but received into favour, even his moft inveterate 

enemies nay, and preferred fuch of them as he found 

m Baron, ad arm. 312. n Lact. perf. c. 44. p. 37. 

• Zos. 1 it p. 676. Anonym, p. 473. Panegyr. 6, 7 p. 145, 
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qualified for public employments. The people demanded with 
great importunity the death of fome of the tyrant's chief mi- 
ni ft ers, but could not prevail upon the good-natured empe- 
ror to comply with their demands, and humour their re- 
vengeful temper d . All the troops of Maxeniius were imme- 
diately difarmed j but Conftantine reinftatcd them foon after 
in their former condition, and employed them againft the 
barbarians on the banks of the Rhine and the Danube. t\%Thepra?» 
for the praetorian guards, a corps fo famous ever fince the tot-ion 
rime of Auguftus* and fo powerful as to raife to the empire, g*^* J*f m 
and depofe, whom they pleafcd, he either difbanded them, or ban * e ** 
reduced them to the rank of common foldiers, caufing their 
camp which had been begun by Sejanus t in the reign of 77- 
berius % to be utterly demolished c . Aurelius ViSlor feems to 
insinuate, that he would not fuffer any troops to remain in 
Rome, thinking them more apt to foment, than fupprefs, tu- 
mults and feditions f . Zo/imus writes, that Conflantine pu- 
nilhed fome, though very few, of thofe who had been mod 
attached to the tyrant g ; and Nazarius 9 that he cut off his 
whole race fc , that is, his fon, for he had no other iffue ; 
and or him no mention is made from this time forward, 
tho* he wns alive when his father was drowned. Upon the 
death of Afaxentius, incredible numbers of informers ftarted 
up to accufe fuch as had adhered to hitn. But Con/ran- HeenaSisa 
tine, treading in the footfteps of other good princes, put a fiver e /a<w 
Hop to their accufations, and the evils that thence threatened againft in- 
the ftate, by a law enacted this year, in which he declar- formers. 
ed all informers, and fuch as attempted to difturb the peace 
and tranquillity of private perfons with unjuft fuits, guilty of 
death l . He rcftored the fenate to its former luftre and 
authority, filling it with perfons of the greateft merit, chofen 
out of all the provinces fubje£t to him f He recalled fuch as 
had been baniihed by Maxentius^ fet thofe at liberty whom 
he had confined, and, by a general edicl, remitted to all with- 
out diftin&ion whatever punilhmcnt had been inflicted on them 
by Maxentius *. Not fatisfied with delivering them from 
the evils under which they groaned, he exercifed his genera- 
lity and good- nature to all in fuch a manner, as to make 
full amends, in the fpace of two months, for the calamities 
they had fullered, during the tyrant's fix years reign 1 . As 



* Panegyr, 6. p. 148. t Zos. I. ii. p. 677. Aur. Vict. p. 
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he was now mafter of all Itafy 9 the people crouded from 
every quarter to Rom*, to fee their benefa&or and deliverer) 
and were received by him with fuch marks of kindnefs and 
unfeigned affedtton, that they returned home with a far 

greater opinion of his affability, good -nature, and modera- 
tion, than fame, which delights in exaggeration, had raifed 
Honours irt them ». The fenate, out of gratitude, decreed him the 
conferred firfl: place among the emperors, tho' claimed by Maximin, 
on bimhv and a triumphal arch, which is ftill {landing, and was raifed, 
the fenaie. as we read in the ml'cn'ption, in honour of Conjlantine, for 

hiving, by divine inftin£r, and with extraordinary courage, 
delivered in one combat the republic from the tyrant and his 
whole faction. In the fame infeription, Conjlantine is ft y led 
the deliverer of Rotne, and the author of the public tran- 
quillity. This arch is thought not to have been ended and 
dedicated before the folemnity of the tenth year of Conjlan- 
tine** reign, that is, before the year 315 n . Baronius ob- 
ferves, that it was adorned with feveral ftatues, taken from 
monuments erected to the honour of Af. Aurelius and other 
princes, which far excelled in workmanfhip fuch as were 
done at this time °. The fenate confecrated likewife ttf 
Conjlantine feveral magnificent edifices, which had been 
raifed at a vaft charge by Alaxentius* Baronius obferves, 
that the pancgy rifts, in defcribing the triumphal entry of 
Conjlantine into Rome, tell us, that he went to the pa* 
lace and to the fenate, but take 110 notice of bis vifiting 
the capirol, though that was one of the chief ceremonies of 
the folemnity p. 'Lojimus writes, that the court being ori 
occafion of a certain folemnity obliged to go to the capi- 
col, Conjlantine was fo far fr6m complying with the an- 
tient cuftom, that he openly defpifed and derided both that 
and the other ceremonies of the religion of the Romans * # 
Pm* treat As he afcribed tiie late victory, and all hfs other fuccefles, 
rejpeft to not to hj s ovvn con j u £t or ftrength, but to God alone, foon 
toecrcjs. a f ccr hj s entry into Rome, he caufed a ftatue to be erected 

to himfelf, holding a crofs in the right hand, with an in- 
scription, importing, that under the influence of that victo- 
rious" and falutary fign, he had delivered the city from the 
tyrannical yoke under which it groaned, and reftored the fe- 
« nate an< * People of Rome to their antient liberty and fplendor. 
flop to be About the month of November of this year 312, an edict 
put to the was iffucd in his name, and in the name of Licinius y put- 

ferjecntion* 

m Idem, p. 173. » No* is. de Licin. num. c. 3. p. 49, 50* 
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ting a ftop to the great perfection which had been begun by 
Diode/tan* and bad raged with incredible fury in rnoft pro- 
vinces of the empire for the fpace of ten years. Tins edict 
was fent by the two emperors to Maximin^ the moft im- 
placable enemy the christians ever had, accompanied by a 
letter from Conftantine^ wherein the pious emperor acquainted 
him with the miraculous affiftance he had received from 
heaven, and the victory lie had by that means gained over 
the tyrant Maxentius. As Maxlmin yet pretended to Jive in 
friendship and amity with Conftantine and Licinius* (for the 
Setter was iigned by both princes) notwithf Ending his hatred 
to the chriftians, he publiihcd in their favour the decree, 
Which if related at length by Eufebius r , and feems to have 
been enacted this year. That writer in fpeaking of the con- 
duct of Conftantine at this time, tells us, that he treated 
with the utmoft refpect the minifters of the triie God, kept 
feveral of them conftantly with him, entertained them at 
his own table* and paid an entire deference to their counlcls. 
He feems to have honoured above the reft Melchiades* bi- 
Jhop of Rome ; for to hini he appeals in fpeaking of the 
veneration he had for the catholic church, and his fin cere 
defire of feeing unity reign in it without the leaft fchifm or 
divifion f . Theopbanes mentions fome conftitutions faid to 
have been addreifed by Conftantine to that holy bifhop, but 
thought by Theopbanes to be fpurious pieces forged by the 
Arians c . It is certain,* that the emperor beftowed great Pays great 
privileges on the clergy of the city of Rome** We are not refted to 
told what privileges thefe were j but moft writers fuppofe the b'tfljops 
the emperor to have exempted them from the payment of and clergy. 
faxes, from the difcharging of public offices, not fuitable 
to their calling, and fuch-like burdens. Baronius pretends, 
that this year 312, Conftantine gave the Later an palace to 
the bifhop of Rome w . But Opt at us Milevitanus writes, 
that in the yeac^xj, a council was held there in the apart-' 
mem of the emprefs Faufta * j whence fome conclude, that 
ft ftiJI belonged to the emperor. However, as it is certain, 
that it appertained to the fee of Rome in the fourth century, 
and that the church adjoining to it was even then ftyled the 
bafilic of Conftantine* we cannot think it improbable, that 
the palace was a gift of Conftantine to the hi (hop 3 of Rome 3 
and that the church was built by him, 39 we read in An*- 

r Eirtiin. I. br. c. 9. p. 360. f Eusib. hift. I. x. p. 391. 
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ftatiui *. As for the famous donation, by which Con ft an* 
tine declared the pope prince and foverefgn of Rome, it is 
now looked upon by the Roman catholic, as well as the 
proteftant, writers, as a forgery of a later date. Barouius is 
alhumed to .maintain it as a genuine piece, and yet declines 
declaring it a forgery. It is commonly believed to have 
been it. ged in the eighth century by the noted imp<j(lor 
Builds <t Ijidorus z . Eujebius tells us, that tenftantine built a great 
gttat num- number of churches, (upplied them wi:h vaft riches, and 
her of adorned the altars with magnificent onvrmgs *, There are 
churches m fcveral churches at Rcme y and in other places, faid to have 

been foun ! ed by Conflantine ; but the authotity of Anaftatius 
and furh-like writers is not of fufficient weight with us to 
afcribe that glory to any in particular. What he writes of 
the church of St. Peter on the Vatican is confirmed by two 
verfes, that were formerly to be feen in the vault of that 
church, importing, that it had been founded by Con/iantine K 
In demolishing the antient church, to build that which is at 
prcfent looked upon as the moft magnificent ftru£ture in the 
world, the name of Conflantine was difcovered in feveral 
places. In fume monuments, thought to be of the fixth 
century, wc read, that Conjlantine built at Rome the bafilic 
of the Seffbrian palace, in which he placed the true crofs, 
about the year 326, whence it was called the church of the 
holy croft c . In lbme antient tnferiptions, the church of St. 
Agnes is faid to have been built by Con/iantine^ at the requeft 
of his daughter Conflantia % or rather Confiantina* who is fup- 
pofed to have been buried there in 354 «*. Theophanes writes, 
that Co ;ifi ant ine no fooner faw himlelf matter of Rome* than 
he caufed the reliques of the holy martyrs to be carefully 
Histenere- gathered and honourably interred e . He received, continues 
fitv and Eufebius^ in de (bribing his conduct, all flrangers with great 
good na- demonftrations of kindnefs, and made them rich prefents. 
turetoalL Not thinking it enough to relieve the common beggars with 

money, he caufed them to be maintained and cloathed at his 
own expence. To fuch as were come of noble, but decayed, 
families, he was rather magnificent than liberal, bellowing 
upon fome of them eftates, and profitable employments upon 
others. He took under his protection orphans, and widows, 
fupporting them with great generolity, and eftablifliing rich 
funds for their maintenance. He married to wealthy citizens, 



* An ast. c. 34. P- '3- 8 ViJe P - Paci, p. 324. 

» Euseb. vit. Conll. 1. i.e. 4. p. 429. * Baron, ann. 324. 

Anast.c, 34. p. 15. e Bo li.. i3, Feb. p. 69. * Idem, 

p. 70. e Tmboph. p. 1 1. 
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and perfons of diftindtion, many young women, who were 
definite of friends anJ relations, ailoiving them fortunes out 
of the exchequer proportionable to the eftates of their huf- 
bands. In fhort, all who had the good fortune to live under 
him, felt the efFc&s of his generofity and good -nature. No 
one ever implored his aiTi fiance in vain ; no one ever departed 
diflitisfied from his pretence. was often heard to fay, 

that whoever was allowed to approach his prince, ought 
to receive fome favour or other at his hands ; that it was 
incumbent upon the prince to make it his chief ltudy to 
content all who applied to him : hence to thofe, againft 
whom juftice obliged him ro pronounce in the judging of cau- 
fes, he ufually gave large fums, or by fome other means 
made good the lofirs Lucy fu {rained ; fo that his generofity 
wa, no lefs extolled and commended by thofe who loft their 
fui:, than his juftice was by fuch as carried it. Thus far Eu- 
Jebins f. 

The indiclians 9 that is, a cycle or revolution of fifteen ffo indie* 
years, made ufc of in reckoning time, are fuppofed to have t ion. 
begun about the end of the prei'ent year 312. Theorigion of 
this cycle, and the etymology of its name, has occafioned great 
difputes among modern writers. The reader will find in Du 
Cangi a lift of the authors who have written on this fubjjet f. 
Conftantine having reduced the time, which the Romans were 
obliged to fcrve, to fifteen years, fays Baronius % he was conie- 
quently obliged every fifteen years, to impofe, or indicere* 
according to the Latin expreffion, an extraordinary tax for 
the paying of thofe who were difcharged ; and hence came this 
new cycle, which, from the Latin word indicere, was ftyled /«- 
did ion *. The opinion of Baronius, though in reality a bare 
conjecture, feems to Petavius more probable than any thing 
that has been faid by others on the fame fubjedt h j for wc 
know nothing for certain touching the origin, name, or au- 
thor of this cycle. There are three kinds of indications, viz. 
the Cafarean or imperial indications, which begin on the 
twenty-fourth of September and were long made ufe of in 
France and Germany 1 ; the Conftantinopolitan indications, be- 
ginning with the year of the Greeks y on the firlt day of Sep- 
tember ; and the papJ indidtions, or indidrions of the popes, 
who, fome centuries fincc, reckon from the fir ft of January 

f Evsii. I. i. c 43. p. 429, 430. & 1 iv. c. 4. p. C2S. 
f Vide Chron. Pafchale. feu Alexandria, ex edit Cangiana, Parif. 
ann. 1688. g Baron, ann. 312* * Pet au. doifl. temp. f. 
xi. c. 40. p. 36c. * Vide Joham. Forbus, tnftitut. hiitorico- 
thcologic. 1, v, c. 20. p. 268. &. Pr Pag i, aim. 3 1 2. 

of 



The Roman Hiftery* 



Book III. 



of the year 313. Petavius feems to think, that the Conftan- 
tinopohtan indiction was generally ufed among the Greeks as 
carl v as the reign of the emperor Anaftatius* and perhaps of 
*theodofius the younger \ nay, he is inclined to believe, than 
the indi&ion originally began on' the firft of September And 
truly, from various palTages of the hiitory of the fifth cen- 
tury, it appears, that the emperors of Cor.fiatitir.ople followed 
this ftyltj and that it prevailed all over Syria* aad even at 
Rome 1. Some have reckoned the indications from the year 
3x4, or from September of the year 313, but Petavius » and 
cardinal No is n ihew, that we ought to count them from the 
month of September of 312, though wc have no certain proof 
that they fir ft be^an then ; for fome pretend, that they were 
in ufe in the time of Julius Ceejar* or Augufius 0 ; which 
we can bar l!y believe, iince no mention is made of indiclion~ 
bv anv author who flour i iked before the reign of Covftuntinc* 
The fir ft tiling we rind dated by them is the council of An- 
tiQcby held, as we read in Atkanaftia p , if that paftige is ge- 
nuine, which Petavius queftions in the year 341, and in 
• the fourteenth indication. However, it is certain, that St. 
A'l-hroje mentions the indi&ion in a letter of the year 386, 
and observes that it began in the month of November r . From 
that time forward it is common in the code, where mention 
is made of the indict ion of the year 367, and in other mo- 
numents both of facred and profane hiftory j but the indic- 
tions, as cardinal Nor is obferves, are feldom marked right r . 
Onuphrius quotes a book on the indications, by one Cbyrius 
Fortunatianm* whom he takes to be the bifhop of A qui lei a 
of that name, fo famous in the time of Conjlantinc's chil- 
dren c . But Petavius thinks there never was any fuch book ; 
and like wife rejects, as quite groundlefs, the opinion of tl.ofe 
who tell us, that the council of Nice commanded all bi- 
Ih^pi to mark the indi&ion in their letters «. He even 
fiifpedl? the council «of Rome* faid to have been held undtr 
pope Julius* and dated the fixth indi&ion w. The reader 
muft ooferve that the firft year of this cycle is called the 
firft indi&ion ; the iecond year the fecond indi&ion, and 
fo of the reft, till the fifteenth ; after which, the cycle 
is begun anew, and the years counted in the fame manner. 

k Petav. p. 564. 1 No* is, epoch, p. 340 — 347. 
"» Pi.tav. p. 163. n Nonis, ibid. 0 Vide Pktav. c. 
39. p. 3^r — ?62. Si Nor ib, epoch, p. 169, 171. p Athan, 
de fyn. p 894. * Pstav. p. 363. r Idem, p. 364. 

f Nop. if, epoch, p. 342. 1 Onuph, p. 265. u Petau. 

p. 365. w £oncxl. torn, ii. p. 527. 
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During the war between Conftantim and Maxentius in 
tke weft, Maximin* who had enjoyed a profound tranquillity 
in the eaft ever fince his agreement with Licinius* began 
anew the perfecution, which the edicl of Galerius 9 in favour Maxunin 
of the chriftians, had obliged him to interrupt for fome time, perfect* te$ 
In a refcript add relied to the inhabitants of Tyre he had brag- thechrif* 
ged of the happinefs of his reign, which, he Aid, had never tian$% 
been interrupted or difturbed by wars, ftorms, dearth of pro- 
vifionsy contagions, or earthquakes. This exemption from 
the evils that afflicted other parts of the empire, he afcribed 
to the great care he took in promoting the worfhip of the gods, 
and perfecuting with fire and fword their enemies the chrif- 
tians »• But providence did not fail to humble his pride, 
and punifli, in a very remarkable manner, his cruelty to thofe 
who deferved it the leaft. For the very next winter proving 
exceeding dry, the drought produced a famine when no* „. , . 
ways expected, and the famine a dreadful plague, attended ^2^. 
with naufeous fores, which breaking out in the face, and ef- teducUh* 
pecially about the eyes, deprived of fight an infinite number man y 
of men, women, and children. This Eufebius* with a great dreadful 
deal of reafon, looks upon as a punifhment from heaven upon calamities. 
Maximin, who fparing, out of his great mercy, to ufe his 
expreffion, the lives of feveral chriftians, caufed their right 
eyes to be put out, in order to diftinguifh them by that mark 
of infamy from his other fubjeits To the famine and 
plague, that ravaged the dominions of Maximin with a fury 
hardly to be cxprefled, was added a deftruAive war. For 
the tyrant, attempting to oblige the Armenians y who had em- 
braced the true religion, to offer victims to his falfe dei- 
ties, forced them to take arms in their own defence, and 
from ancient friends and allies, to become enemies of the Ro- 
wan people and empire ». This muft be underftood of Ar- 
menia Major \ for the people of Armenia Minor were not allies, 
but fubjedte, of the empire. This is the firft inftance we find in 
hiftory of a religious war, or a war for the fake of religion. 
As to the iffueof it, we are only told, that, in the courfeof this 
war, Maximin and his army fuffered much, our hiftorian be- 
ing wholly taken up in defcribing the incxpreffible mileries 
that attended the plague and the famine in all the pro- 
vinces fubjecr. to Max twin, and the charitable conduct of 
the chriftians tow'arefs their grcateft enemies, during the time 
of their diftrefs a . Maximin was obliged, as we have related 

above, by the decree ot C ojif tan tine and Licinius, to put a flop 

Euseb.1. ix. c, 7. p. 3^3, 3 54. y Idem ibid. 2 Idem, 
p. 355. A Eussn, ibid. p. rj;-^-;, 
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to the perfecution this year, not daring yet openly to oppofe 
them. 

The next confuls were Conftantine and Li 'tint 'us , both for 
the third time. The former did not* it feems, ftay at Rome 
above two months, as appears from a law he publifhed at Mr 
lan, dated the tenth of March b . He was met in that city 
Conftan- by Licinius, and there he married to him his fitter Conftantia, 
tine mar- whom he had bethrothed to him before his war with Max- 
ries his fif- entius c They both wrote to Dioclefian, inviting him to 
ur Con- aflift at that folemnity ; but he begging to be excufed on ac- 
ftantia to count of his age, they highly refented it, and fent him a 
Licinius. fccond letter, filled with menaces, which haftened his death j 

for he died foon after, in the month of July of this year 
313 d . The two emperors, in this interview, enacted an 
cditt in favour of the chriftians, which is related at length 
by Eufcbius Conftantine was foon obliged to leave Milan*, 
and haiten into Gaul to make head againft the Franks, who, 
forgetful of the treaty which they had made with him a 
few years before, were aflembling their forces with a defign 
to invade the Roman dominions. The emperor arrived while 
they were preparing to pafs the Rhine j but finding they with- 
drew, awed by his prefence, he gave out, that the Germans too 
were ready to break into Gaul ; and leaving fome troops con- 
cealed among the woods at a fmall diftance from the river, 
retired with the reft. The Franks no fooner heard of his 
departure, than they pafied the Rhine ; when the Romans, 
rtfing unexpectedly out of their ambufcade, fell upon them before 
Ov reomet could draw up their forces, cut great numbers of them 
^Franks * n P' cces » ani * obliged the reft to repafs the river in the utmoft 

confufion. Conftantine, not allowing them time to recover 

themfelves from their confternation, entered their country, 
laid wafte their lands, burnt their habitations, and, having; 
taken an incredible number of captives, expofed them all to 
be devoured by the wild beafts, in the fhows which he exhi- 
bited on account of his victory f. This fevcrity towards a 
perfidious and faithlefs enemy, whom no ties could bind, is 
commended by his panegyrift ; but whether it anfwers the 
character of a mild, generous, and good natured prince, 
which all the writers of thofe times give him, is what we 
leave our readers to judge. Cruelty, even towards an enemy, 
however treacherous, was not, at leaft, countenanced by 

b Cod ; Theodof. t. 5. p. 114. c LxCT.perf. c 45. p. 3*. 
Vict. epit. p. 545. Zos. i. ii. p. 677. Anonym, p. 473. 
* Vict. epit. p. 543. « Euje*. 1 # x, c, 5. p. 38ft, f Va- 
tia. rer. Franc* !, i. p. 23. 
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Che religion which he profeflcd. For this victory lie took 
*he title of Francicus * . Conftantine was, as appears from the 
date of feveral laws *, in the months of November and De- 
amber of this year, at Treves ; during which time the pane- 
gyric of the anonymous writer is thought to have been pro- 
nounced l , in which the orator extols the victory, which he 
had Jately gained over Maxentius ; and in the end of his 
fpeecb addrefles himfelf to the great and only true God ; but 
at the fame time plainly (hews, that he had not yet wholly 
renounced the fuperftitious ceremonies of the gentiles. He 
obferves, that certain barbarians, who inhabited a diftant 
country, had fubmitted to Conftantine $ but as to this parti- 
cular, there is a profound filence among hiftorians. This jg t ^a voos 
year, Conftantine granted great privileges to catholic churches £rea ^ r f m 
in Africa^ which province had fubmitted to him upon the v jf e g ei 0 „ 
news of the death of Maxentius. In a refcript addrefied to t j, e clergy 
Jinu UnuSy whom he had appointed proconful of Africa he and the 
commands him to exempt the clergy belonging to the cat ho- church,, 
lie church there, of which Cacilianus, bifhop of Carthage, 
was the head, from all civil employments, that they might 
not be diverted from the fiicred functions of their office. 
Nothing, fays he in that refcript, fpeaking of the clergy, 
will more contribute to the welfare of the ftate, than their 
applying themfeives wholly to the worth ip of god k . This 
ordinance was notified by Anulinus to Ccccilianus, as appears 
from his anfwer to Conftantine % dated the fifteenth of April of 
this year 313 As this exemption was granted only to the 
catholic clergy, the heretics, probably the Donattfts 9 attempt- 
ed to difturb them in the enjoyment of it ; which obliged 
Conftantine to confirm the privileges he had granted them by 
a new edici, dated the twenty-firft of Odobcr of this 
year. His exempting the clergy thus from the public offices 
in the cities proved very burdenfomc to the other inhabitants, 
and many entered themfeives among them on purpofe to 
enjoy that privilege : the emperor therefore, by another 
jedi&t put a flop to the increafe of the clergy, ordaining, that 
jione fliould be admitted among rhem but to fupply the pla- 
ces of otiiers deceased ; and that thofe, who were admitted, 
ihould be pcrfons not qualified by their birth or wealth for 
.the firft and mofl: chargeable employments. In virtue of 
jthis edi£t, feveral cities attempted to oblige fuch of the cler- 
gy as were qualified for thofe office.* to difcharge them, 
though they had been ordained before it was enacted ; which 

£ Idem, p. 25. h Cod. Thcod. chronol. p. 7. 1 Pareg. 6. 
& Eu:en. I kx. c. 6. p. 3^2. J Cod, Thcod, t. 6. p. 2 r . 

S f 2 CQ»j!a>iiinc 



3 24 Roman Hiftoryl Book III. 

Conftantine prohibited by a refcript, dated the eighteenth of 
July of the year 320. But after all, his forbidding per- 
sons of rank and eftates to enter themfdlves among the cler- 
gy, in order to eafe the laymen, was afterwards looked upon 
by other emperors, fome fay by C§njiantine himfelf, as an 
affront and injury offered to the church ; and therefore that 
cdi<5t was annulled, and perfons of the higheft rank were al- 
lowed to enter into holy orders, but upon condition of their 
refigning to others, either their whole eftates, or the greateft 
part of them ; which was deemed fuitable to that diiinteretf- 
ednefs which the church requires in her minifters m . Some 
writers are of opinion, that Conftantine at the fame time ex- 
empted the church-lands from ail taxes and burdens whatfoe- 
ver, there being mention made of this immunity, as already 
eftablifhed, in a law of the year 315 ; but others pretend this 
law to be of a later date, and afcribe the above-mentioned ex- 
emption to Confiantius, the fon of Conftantine n . We have a 
letter written this year by Conftantine to Cacilianus, 
Gives fums bifhop of Carthage, acquainting him, that he defigned to put 
to the cler- into the hands of the minifters of the catholic church a con- 
gy to be fiderable fum, to be diftributedj by them among the indigent 
dijlnbutcd chriftians in Africa, Numidia, and Mauritania ; and that 
among the w jjjj jj,j s fc!ig n he had ordered Urfus his receiver in Africa* 

hW* to ^ a certain fum, to be diftrifcuted according to the 
cbrtjtians. t j c J. etf which he fhould receive from Oftus ; he adds, that 

if the fum he mentions was not by him thought fufficient, he 
might recur to Heraclides, another of his receivers, whom 
he had injoined to fupply him with what monies he wanted 
for fo pious an ufe °. Oftus, mentioned in this letter, is, 
without all doubt, the great Oftus, bifhop of Cor dub a, to 
whofe counfels Conftantine ever paid the utmoft regard in 
whatever related to the affairs of the church. In the fame 
letter he acquaints Cacilianus, that, by word of mouth, he 
had ordered Anulinus, proconful of Africa, and Pcttricius, 
lieutenant in that province, to check and fupprefs thofe who 
Vis %eal difturbed the peace of the catholic church there, meaning, 
forthtun'f we fuppofe, the Donat'ifts, who had formed a powerful party 
*y °/tbe againft Cacilianus himfelf. Not fatisfied with the orders he 
church. h a d given to his officers, in order to put an end to the difturb- 

ances raifed by thole obftinatc fchifniatics, and maintain the 
unity of the church, he .ilicmblcJ, on the fecond of Oclobcr of 
this year, a council at Rowe ; anu another, far more famous, 
the year following, at Aries in Gaul*. 



'"Idem, t. 6. p. 23, &c. n Cod. Thcodof. chronol. p. it 
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When Conjtantim left Milan, to oppofe the Franks, War be* ^ 
threatening to invade Gaul, Licinius returned to Illyricum^ tweenlA- 
where he was foon after attacked by Maximin, who, taking 5Jf" u ? 
umbrage at his marrying the lifter of Con/Ian tine, and jealous Maximuu 
of the good underftanding that palled* between thole two princ- 
es, refolded to deftroy them, and to begin with Licinius* 
whofe ruin he hoped to ccmpafs, while the other was em- 
ployed in Gaul a^ainft the Franks and Germans, With this 
view, he afiemhled in great hafte his forces; and, leaving 
Syria, marched in the depth of the winter into Ritbynia ; 
and from thence patting into Thrace, laid liege to Byzantium^ 
which, after having held out eleven days, was obliged to fub- 
mit. He attacked Heraclea next, which made a vigorous de- 
fence, but was in the end taken by ftorm. In the mean 
time, Licinius, having drawn together what forces he could, 
took the field, not with a defign to venture an engagement, 
(for he had with him only thirty thou land men, whereas 
Maximums army was twice that number) but to fto(> the 
progrefs of his conqucfts. However, the two armies meet- 
ing between Heraclea and jidrianopolis, Licinius, if we may Licinius "s 
give credit to La ci 'ant iusl, was admoniflied in a dream to give dream or 
the enemy battle, and allured of victory, provided he imp] or- vifien. 
ed the afliftance of the true God, by a prayer which was fug- 
gefted to him in his fleep. Licinius remembered it when he 
awaked, dictated to his lecretary, and caufed many copies of 
it to be diftributed among his foldiers, whom he took care to 
acquaint with his dream ; which infpired them with new cou- 
rage and an eager defire of engaging the enemy, over whom 
they promifed themfelves certain victory, iince heaven had 
declared in their favour. This prayer is related at length by 
Laclantius r . Licinius defigned to give battle on the tirft of 
May % the day on which Maximin ended the eighth year of his 
reign. But Maximin having drawn up his army in battle- 
array on the laft day of April, Licinius could no longer put 
off the engagement. When the two armies were in prefencc 
of one another, the officers and foldiers of Licinius, quitting 
their Ihiclds and helmets, with their hands lifted up to heaven, 
repeated three times the above-mentioned prayer. Afterwards 
the two princes had an interview ; but Maximin hearkening 
to no terms, th-.y parted, and ordered the jignal for battle to IU gains 
be given f . Zojimns write-, that Licinius 9 s men at firftgave ground a £ °ntp/rta 
and retired ; but loon after returned to the charge and carried W »* C9 V 

the day *. But Laclantius * and EuIihius^tM u.% that the Vl er , . 

3 J Mn.umin, 

4 Lact. pcrf. c. 46/ p. 39. r Idem ibid, p. 40. f Idem 
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army of Max'imin was put to flight at the very firft onfet, 
and purfued with great daughter by the conqueror. Moil 
of his troops, especially the legions, were cut in pieces, and 
the reft, his guards not excepted, abandoning him, fubmitted 
to Licinius. Maximin himfelf, quitting his purple robes, 
£ed in the difguife of a Have, and, crofting the Bofporus, 
reached Nicomedia on the firft of May about fun-fet, having 
in the fpace of twenty-four hours travelled an hundred and 
fixty miles. He did not ftop at Nicomedia ; but taking with 
him his wife and children, continued his flight into Cappado- 
cia, where he halted, and refumed the purple, being met there 
by fome troops that were marching from Syria to his affi- 
ance *. Licinius, entering Bithynia a few days after the bat- 
tle, was received every- where with the greateftdemonft rations 
of joy imaginable, efpecially at Nico media, where he caufed folemn 
thanks to be returned to the Almighty for the fuccefs with which 
he had bleficd his arms ; and then ordered the edidt which had been 
ena&ed by him and Conjlantine at Milan, in favour of the 
chriftians, to be publifhed ; which was done accordingly on 
the laft day of June of this year 313* that is, about ten years- 
and four months after the edidt, which gave rife to this long 
and bloody perfecution, had been firft published in the fame 
city, by Dioclefian and Galerius y . Licinius had no fooner 
put a flop to the perfecution by this edi£t, than he left Ni- 
comedia, and purfuing Maximin, arrived at the ftreights of 
mount Taurus, where he had refolved to make a ftand ; but 
his courage failing him at the approach of the victorious ar- 
my, he retired with great precipitation to Tar/us, propofing 
to pafs from thence into Egypt, and raife a new army th-re. 
But diftrufting the troops he had with him, and apprehending 
they defigned to deliver him up to Licinius, he altered his 
mind, and refolved, fmce he found no means of making his 
efcape, to put an end to his life with poifon ; which, howe- 
ver, had not the defired effe£t, but brought upon him a dread- 
ful diftemper, whereof the unaccountable fymptoms are de- 
scribed at length by Evfcbius * and La&antius *, who afcribe 
it to divine vengeance. He was tormented night and day 
with incxpreflible pains ; his eyes and tongue putrified, a 
puniihment juftly inflicted upon him for the blafphemies he 
had uttered ag.iinft heaven, ami his caufing the eyes of many 
chriftians to be put out ; an invifible fire, to ufe the ex- 
prcflion of Evfcbius h, was kindled in his bowels, which, be- 
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ing attended with unrelenting torments, reduced him in a 
few* days to a fkeleton j his whole body was covered over with 
a kind of leprofy, and devoured by f warms of vermin : He 
could not be prevailed upon to take any nourishment, but 
greedily fwallowed handfuls of earth, as if he had hoped by 
that means to aflwage his pains, and allay the hunger, whicli 
tormented him without intermiffton «. Eufebius tells us, that 
reflecting in this condition on his unjuft conduit towards the 
chriftians, and afcribing the agonies he fuffcred to his cruelry 
towards them, he caufed an edidt to be publiftied, more fa- 
vourable to them than that which he had been forced by Con- 
fiantine and Licinius to enacSt the year before. But as his re- 
pentance, fays Eufebius* was not (incere, it obtained no eafe ^ ts ^ eat ^* 
to his torments, whicli at length put an end to his life at Tar- 
fus in C'dicia* about the middle of Auguji* after he had reign- 
ed nine years with the title of Cafar, and five years and fix 
months with that of Augujlus d * He left feveral children be- 
hind him, whom he had created Cdtfars* as appears from fc- 
veral antient coins e ; but their names are not mentioned by 
hiftorians. By his death, Licinius became matter of all the 
eaftern provinces ; fo that the whole empire was now divided 
between him and Conftantine. Maximin was declared by the 
edi&s of the two furviving princes a public enemy, and treat- 
ed as fuch ; for bis ftatues were pulled down, his images de- 
faced, his name razed out of all public inferiptions, and fuch 
monuments as had been credted to his honour overturned 
and levelled with the ground. His children and relations were *'» 
fentenced to death and publicly executed ; his wife was thrown f™*&* 
into thcOrontes at Antiocb and drowned; all his minifters Vi° nf \ 
and favourites were involved in his ruin, and among the reft an . 
Culcianus* who had put a great number of chriftians to death ™ JjJJ&iy 
in Egypt ; Firmilianusy who had fignalized his hatred againft Licinius. 
them in Pale/iine ; and Peuceces* whom the tyrant had fa- 
voured above the reft, and created three times conful. Lict- 
nius caufed like wife a celebrated magician, by name Thcotech- 
ties* and all his aflbciates to be publicly executed at Antiocb* 
after having obliged them to difcover and own the impoftures, 
with which they had led aftray the ignorant populace, and 
ftirred them up againft the chriftians f. Candid/anus* the foil 
of Galerius* being introduced to Licinius at Nicomedia* was 
received by him with great demon ft rat ions of kindnefs, and 
treated for fome time in a manner fuitable to his rank ; but 

c Eusee. ibid. Lact. p. 44. Hi a it. in Zachar. xiv. vcr. 12. 
* Chron. Alex. p. 456* e Nor t s. de Licin. c. z. p. 4S. 

t' Evski. I. ix. c. 1 1, p. 366, 367. 8c dc i 5 all, c, iS. p. 3 j 2. 
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when he thought himfclf fafe, he was, by the order of Lici- 
nius, murdered with Scveriamts 9 the fon of Severus 9 killed, 
as we have related above, in the year 307. Valeria^ the 
daughter of Dioclefian and widow of Ga/erius 9 who had a- 
doptcd Candidiasis, was no fooner informed of his death, 
than fhe withdrew from Antioch with her mother Prijca 9 and 
wandered about in difguife and undifcovered for the fpace of 
fifteen months ; but being at la ft known at TheJJalonica 9 flic 
was feized there, and by Licinius's order publicly executed 
with her mother, and both their bodies thrown into the fea *. 
Thus were the families of thefe three cruel perfecutors of the 
church, DiocUJsartj Galerius y and Afaximin, utterly cut off 
and exterminated. Xofimus tells us h , that the fecular games 
ought to have been celebrated at Rome this year, but were 
neglected by Conjiantine \ which was no-ways pleafing to the 
pagans, who looked upon them as one of the chief fupports 
of the empire, and a powerful prefervative again ft plagues, 
wars, earthquakes, and other calamities, though the laft, ce- 
lebrated by Severus an hundred and ten years before, in the 
confulate of Ckilo and Libo 9 had not, as wo have feen, kept 
oft thefe evils. 

The next confuls were Rufius Volufianus 9 the fecond time, 
and Annianus. Conjiantine paffed the fir ft months of this 
year at Treves^ as appears from the dates of feveral laws • . 
By one, which was publifhed at Rome on the twenty fourth 
of April, he declared all thofe free, who had been condemned 
to flavery by Maxtntins, commanding, under the fevereft 
penalties, fuch as held them in captivity to reftore them forth- 
with to their antient liberty *. From Treves the emperor paf- 
fed to Arles 9 where he ordered a general council to meet of 
all the bifliops of the weft, in order to fupprefs the DonatiJls 9 
who raifed great disturbances in the church. The letter he 
wrote to the council is a manifeft proof of his piety, of his 
refpeci for the clergy, and his zeal for the unity of the church *. 
He was obliged to leave Gaul before the bifliops met, a war 
War he- breaking out this year between him and Licinitts, of which 

hiitorians give us but a confufed account, fome blaming £/- 
cinius as the author of it, and others Conjiantine. The ano- 
nymous writer, whom wc have often quoted, lays the whole 
blame on Licinius* According to him, Conjiantine had mar- 
ried his fifter ylnajiajui to Bajjiamn, whom he defigned to 
create Cafar, and appoint governor of Italy ; but not caring 
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to take this ftep without the approbation of Licinius 9 he dif- 
patched one Conftantius to acquaint him with his defign, and 
obtain his content. But having difcovered at the fame time, 
that Licinius attempted to ftir up Bafiianus againft him by 
means of SenecU % the brother of BaJJianusj he wrote a letter 
to Licinius, upbraiding him with treachery, and infilling upon 
his delivering up to him Senecio* who had taken refuge in his 
court. Licintus was fo far from complying with his requeft, 
that refenting the letter he had written to him, he caufed his 
ftatues to be pulled down in jEmona, a city of Up fir Panno- 
nia. Hereupon Con/Ian tine, having drawn together in great 
hafte a body of twenty thoufand men, marched into Iilyricum y 
hoping to furprife Licinius. But he found him already in the 
field, with an army far more numerous than his own. How- 
ever, he advanced into Pannonia 5 and the two armies meet- Licinius 
ing in the neighbourhood of Cibal** an engagement enfued, defeat td in 
in which Licinius was utterly defeated, with the Iofs of twen- Pannonsa. 
ty thoufand of his beft troops. It appears from Zojimus* who 
relates the moft minute particulars of this battle, that it was 
fought on the eighth of OcJober of this year, 314 £/W- 
nius fled to Sirmium* and from thence, with his wife, his. 
children, and treafures, into Dacia, where he raifed to the? 
dignity of Cafar one of his officers, by name Valens. From 
Dacia he pa/Ted into Thrace , and there affembled a fecond, 
army, far more numerous and powerful than the former. In, 
the mean time, Conftantint made himftlf mafter of Cibal* 
and Sirmium ; and having caufed the bridge over the Saw to 
be repaired, which Licinius had ordered to be broken down, 
he purfued the enemy into Thrace. Upon his arrival at PA/-. 
lippopolis 9 he was met by a deputation from Licinius* with 
propofals for . an accommodation ; but Conft amine infifting 
upon his depofing Valens* and Licinius obftinately refufing to j„jfo 
comply with that article, a fecond battle was fought in the Thrace. 1 
plains of Mardia in Thrace* which lafted from morning. to 
night, when both armies retired, according to Zojimus* with- 
out any confiderable advantage on either fide n . Aunliui 
Viclor o and the anonymous author of Conftantint** life * 
write, that Conjlantine would have gained a complete victory* 
had not night intervening faved Licinius** army from utter 
d effraction. The next day, Licinius fent one Mejirianus% 
Who is ftyied comes or count* to Conftantint* to negotiate a 

peace, which was in the end concluded upon the following 
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tcrrm : 1 . That Valens fliould be forthwith depofed, and reduc- 
ed to his former condition. 2. That Syria , Egypt, Libya y Afia+ 
Thrace, Mafia* and the lefler Scythia, ihould remain in the 
pofleflion of Licinius ; but that Illyricum, Dardania, Macedon-, 
Greece and Mafia, fhotild be yielded to Conjiantine . Moejia 
is named in both diviflons, there being then two provinces of that 
name, the one, known at prefent by the name of Servia, belong- 
ing to Illyricum, m& the other, now Bulgaria, to Thrace. Peace 
being thus concluded, the two emperors entered the follow- 
ing year, 315, on their fourth confulfhip. Conftantine, as 
appears from the dates of feveral laws, pafled the be ft part of 
t:iis year in Jllyricum and Greece, which had been yielded to 
him by the late treaty. By one of thefe laws,* dated the firft 
of Auguft, he forbids the crucifying of criminals, and intireiy 
abolilhcs that fort of puniihmcnt, though common among the 
Romans till his time, efpecially with refpecfc to (laves. This 
prohibition is generally looked upon by the fathers as an in- 
stance of his refpect for the crofs and paflion of our Saviour r . 
By another law, enacted at Naijfut on the thirteenth of May* 
he commands the officers of the revenue to receive, and edu- 
cate, at his expence, fuch children as fhail be brought to 
them by their parents, as not being in a condition to provide 
for them by their own labour and induftry f . He ordered 
this law to be engraved on brais, and to be publicly hung up 
in all the cities of Italy* In the year 322, he extended it t<S 
Africa 1 in-joining the proconfuls, governors, and receivers of 
the revenue there, to fuppiy with corn out of the public gra- 
naries fuch parents as they (hail find incapable of maintaining 
their children. By a third law publiflied this year at Sirmium^ 
and dated the fecond of jfune, he forbids, on pain of death* 
(he attaching for debt either (laves or cattle employed in til- 
ling the ground e . From Illyricum Conftantine went to Aqui- 

lehi, and from thence to Rome, where he was on the twen- 
ty-fifth of Auguft and the thirteenth of September s as appears 
from a law addreffed to Probinus, or rather, Probianus, pro- 
Conful of Africa, and from an edict addreffed to the people of 
Rome u . On the eighteenth of Oclober he was at Naiffus in 
Dacia \ for the law bears that date, which he publiflied there* 
forbidding* under pain of being burnt alive* the yews and 
their patriarchs, to mo left fuch as (hould abandon their fedt 
to embrace the true religion, and inflicting fevere punifh- 

1 Idem ibid. Sozom. I. i. c. 2. p. 403 Zos. p. 779. r Vid. 
August, ferm, 68. c. 9. p. 473. f Cod. Theod. it. t. 27. 
I. i. p 188. < Cod. Thcodof. II. p. 224, 225, » Cod. 
Theod. chronoh p. 10. 
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mcnts on thofe who fliould embrace the Jetvijb religion 
tonftaniine paffed aimoft the whole year enfuing, when Sa- 
ainusand Rufinus were confuls, in Gaul ; for on the eleventh 
of January he was at Treves^ on the fourteenth of May %c 
Vienne in Daupfriny, and on the thirteenth of uiuguft at 
dries* where his wife Faufta tyas delivered of a fon, whom FauKa ^ 
fome take to be Conftantinfs eldeft fon, and others, to be «<v* r *«°f 
his youngeft fon Con/tans. This year the emperor enaclcd ^.?* s ** 
a law, dated the eighth of jfaflf, and addreffed to a hi/hop, 
by name Protogenes, probably the celebrated hi (hop of Sar- 
dica 9 by which he gave leave to all mailers to inf ranch ife their 
/laves in the prefence of the cforiftian people afiemblcJ with 
their bifliops or paftors in the church, without recurring, 
as was prefcribed by the Roman laws, to the praetors and 
confuls* Thus the rqanurnicting of flaves, which before was 
attended with great difficulties, and no fmall expence, became 
eafy, and no- ways chargeable, th.e mailers being no longer, 
obliged to recur to the praetors and confuls at Ru/ne, but only 
to their own bifliops and clergy *. In the month of Ofloher 
of this year the emperor was at Milan, and there heard the 
complaints of the Donatifts again ft C tec ili anus bi/hop of Car- 
thage Y ; and on the fourth of December at Sttrdica^ where 
he enacted a law, commanding perfons even of the greateffc 
diftin£tion, when guilty of rapes, extortions, or other crimes 
of that nature, to be tried by the governors of ihc provinces, 
and executed, without being allowed to appeal to the gover- 
nor of Rs.me-i or the emperor *. This feveriry was judged 
neceflary to check the infolence of the nobility, who began 
to opprefs the people in a inoft tyrannical manner, c/pecially 
in the remote provinces. The following year, 317, when Crifpus, 
Gallic anus 'and Bajfus were confuls, C^nf tan line and Lici/Jus Con:tan 
agreed to create three C.zfars, viz, Crifpus and Co.fjtautiii.', t5 " e » 
the fons of the emperor Gjnjiu'itine^ and Lidnius, or Lid- ) nt4 *£ 
hianuSy tne fon of Lid ni its by ConftanUa % ths filter o; Qui- cumis ^ 
Jiantine. Tin's promotion w is made, according co ths Deft 'J 
chrono lowers, on the fir ft of .'I/// v/5, and was after war Ji no- 
ticed to the armies, and puiiliiiicd in all the cities of the em- 
pire*. The fon of Li cinius is ftyled on the ancient c\.ins 
Valerius Licinianus Lidnius, and alio Lidnrus the your. got' u, 

w Cod.Theodof. 1. xvi. tit. 8. leg. r. p. 214. * CoJ. J»u. r. 
I i, tit. 13 leg 1. p. in. Sozom I. i. c. 9^,414. Y Cr.J. 
Theod. cnrotiol p 13. * Cod. Theodof. i. ix. tit. 1. leg. 1. 

3,4. * Anonym, p. 474. Zoa. ). ii. p. 679. Hier. chron. 
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and was but an infant, about twenty months old, when 
raifed to the dignity of Cmfar*^ Crtfpus, Conftantine'^ fon 
by his firft wife, was born, according to fame, in the year 
300, according to others, in 296, fo that he was at this 
time in the feventeenth or twenty-firft year of his age «*. Cm* 
ftantine had committed the care of his education to the cele- 
brated Laftantius, a perfon equally capable of inftrudling him 
in the fciences, and infpiring him with fentiments of piety* 
Eufcbius ftyles him an excellent prince , a prince beloved of 
heaven j a fan in no refpecl inferior to his father «. He is 
called in the ancient infer iptions Flavius Valerius Julius Crif- 
pus f. This year was born, according to the common opi- 
nion, on the feventh, or, as others will have it, on the thir- 
teenth, of Augufty in Jllyricum, and, according to fome, in 
the city of Sirmium, Conftantius, Conftantine 9 * (econd fon by 
Faufta the fitter of Maxentius g . Conftantine patted the fol- 
lowing year, when Licinius was conful, the fifth time, with 
Crifpusy partly in lllyricum, and partly in the neighbour- 
hood of Rome, and revived the antient Roman law againft 
parricides, which had been abrogated by Pompey the Great, 
comprehending under the name of parricide, the murderer not 
only of a father and mother, but likewife of a fon h . The nex 
confuls were Conftantine, the fifth time, and Licinius Cafar. 
Conftantine pafled this and the three following years in Illy- 
ricum ; and by fever al laws enacted there, and addrefled to 
the governors of Rome, and to the Roman people, endeavour- 
ed to reform the many abufes which had long prevailed in 
the metropolis of the empire. By one of thefe laws, publilhed 
at Rome on the firft of February, he gives the pagans leave 
10 con ful t the arufpices, that is, thofe who pretended to forc- 
tel events from the entrails of victims ; but forbids the aruf- 
pices, as well as the other pagan priefts, to enter the houfes 
of private perfons, though their friends or relations, upon 
pain of being burnt alive : fuch as received them were by this 
law to forfeit their eftates, and be banifhed for life ; the in- 
formers were not to be punifhed in this, as in other cafes, 
but amply rewarded for their zeal The end of this law 
was to prevent all private facrifices and conful tations. By 
another law, dated the Seventeenth of December, he com- 
mands thofe, who ihall confult the arufpices, or other di- 

« Vict. epit. p. 543. * Zos.p. 679.Panegyr. 7. p. 177. 
• Euseb. L x. c. 9. p. 398. f Golts. p. 129. * Cod. 
Theodof. chronol. p. 13. Du Cange Byzant. famil. p. 47. 
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viners, to fend their anfwers to him k . The emperor con- 
tinued this year at Sirmium till the twenty-fecond of June* 
as appears from the dates of his laws ; was at Naiffus on the 
fifteenth of July* at Milan on the feventeenth of September * 
at Aquileia on the twelfth of OSfober, at Sardica on the twen- 
ty- fixth of November* and again at Sirmium on the fir ft of De- 
cember K The following year Confiantine entered upon his 
fixth confuUhip, having his (on Conftantine for his collegue. Conflan- 
TThis year he abrogated the Papian and all other laws againft tine re- 
celibacy ; but fuffered thofe who had children to enjoy the ****** *b* . 
privileges granted them by thofe laws w . He annulled ano- P»pian 
ther law, impowering the creditors to feixe on the eftates and an ^ ot "* r 
effects of their debtors ; and at the fame time declared, that 
fuch as had forfeited their eftates by that law might redeem &? in J { ce 
them by paying the fums' they owed By a law dated the a< ** 
jfirft of February* he forbids the officers of the revenue to pu- 
nifh with rods, or confine to the public prifons, fuch as were 
backward in paying the common taxes ; but orders them to 
be fecurcd in places where every one might fee and vifit 
them °. This law muft have been unknown to Zofimus* who 
tells us, that rods and all forts of torments were ufed by the 

officers of Conftantine in exacting what was due to the ex- 
chequer p . Two other laws were enacted by Confiantine 
this year, the one forbidding married men to keep concu- 
bines *, and the other commanding ail judges to difpatch the Laws in 
caufes of criminals, and the goalers to treat them, however favour of 
guilty, with humanity, to keep them in open and wholefome pri/eners. 
places, and not to confine them, at leaft in the day-time, to 
dungeons : he declares fuch as ihJl by ill ufagc extort money 
from their prifoners guilty of death ; and threatens with 
his indignation the magiftratcs who fhall wink at fuch difor- 
ders r . This year Crifpus gained a victory over the Franks* 
the particulars of which are not mentioned in hiftory : Na- 
zarius in his panegyric only tells us, that he overcame 
the Franks* granted them a peace, and then returned to hit 
father 

The following year, when Crifpus and Conftantine* And fir 
the emperor's two fons, were confuls, Conftantine publilb- keeping fo- 
ed an edict on the feventh of March* forbidding all man- ly fundays. 

* Idem, I. xvi. tit. 10. leg. i. p. 257. ' Cod. Theodof. 
chronol. p. 16—27. ,n Sozom. 1. i. c. 9. p. 413. Eusr.s. 
vit. Conft 1. iv. c. 26. Cod Theod. p 643, 644. ■ Idem, 
p. 251, 252. o Idem, p. 6#, 69. * Zos. 1. ii p. 691. 
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be kept holy B . Hut of this edict no mention is made 
either by Eufebius* or any other hiftorian. However, the 
authority of Sozomeff^ who, lived at Conftantinople, was by 
profeflion a pleader, and fhews him felt every- where tho- 
roughly acquainted with the laws, is of great weight with 

tine defeats US ' • C *°N° win g y ear 3* 2 > Petronius Probrlanus and 
*£/Sarma' Anicius Julianus being confuls, Conftantine gained a great 

" vi&ory over the Sarmatians w . Optatianus writes, that they 
were overcome in feveral battles with the Carpi 2nd tl cGet* 9 
that is, the Goths *. Thefe battles were fought, according 
to that writer, at Campona* Afarga, and Bownia, all three 
cities of Illyricum on the Danube , the fir ft in Pannonia or 
V aleria* near the prefent city of Buda 9 and the other two hi 
l/pper Maffiai. Rauftmodes y king of tbe Sarmatians* had, 
as wc read in Zofimus *, befieged a city, which he does not 
name ; but Conftantine* battening to the relief of the place, 
put the enemy to flight, and having obliged thofe who had 
made their efcape to repafs the Danube* purfued them crofs 
that river, defeated them a feconJ time with great (laughter, 
their king being killed airiong the reft, arjd returned with au 
incredible number of captives. Eufebius does not fpeak of 
this victory in particular ; but tells us in general terms, 
that heaven rewarded with many victories over the different 
clans of barbarians the emperor's zeal for the propagation of 
the gofpei a . The Sarmatian games, which were yearly ce- 
lebrated about the latter ehd of November, probably took 
their rife from this vi&ory b . The next confuls were Seve- 
rn* and Rufinus. Conftantine after his victory over the bar- 
barians, marched with his army to 7 heffalomca ; but while he 
was bufied there in making a port, the Goths* not with {land- 
ing their late defeat, entered Thrace and Afcc/ia* committing 
every-where dreadful ravages. Conftantine marched againlt 
them with incredible expedition 5 ai)d, having gained a com- 
plete victory over them, purfued them with gieat flaughter 
into the dominions of Licinius ; which that prince highly 
refenting, complained of it as an open breach of the treaties 
fubfifting between them. Conftantine endeavoured to appeal 
him 5 but as Licinius, diiiatisfied with the late partition of 
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the empire, waited only a plaufible pretence to break with 
Conjlantine^ after feveral embaiTies and unfuccefsful negotia- 
tions, both princes began to prepare for war. Conftantine War be- 
difpatched cxprefles into ail the provinces, ordering his troops twee* 
to haften into lllyricum and join him*. 'Lofttnus writes, Conftan- 
that his army was an hundred and thirty- thoufand men tine, 
ftrong, and that he affembled at the port of Athens a fleet *-ici 
con filling of two thou (and two hundred vefiels of different 111113 • 
rates and fizes ; whereas Licinius had with him but an hun- 
dred and H f teen thoufand men, and three hundred and fifty 
gallies d, Conflantine was ftill at Sirmium on the twenty-fifth 
of May and a few days after at Tbejfalonicai whence he 
marched into Thrace* and found Licinius encamped there on 
the banks of the Hebrus* in the neighbourhood of Adrian*- 
pie. The two armies continued fome days encamped over- 
again ft each other, being parted by the river. Conflantine 
was for laying a bridge crofs the Hebrus j but, in the mean 
time, having difcovered a ford at fome diftance* he pa-fled it 
at firft with twelve horfemen, who being followed by a few 
more, kept the enemy in play, till die whole army crofted 
the river. Both princes drew up their forces in battle-array, 
and prepared for the enfuing engagement, which was likely 
to prove decifive. EufMus writes, that the author of the 
war, that is, Licinius* gave the flgnal for the onfet, and 
that Conflantine* having firft with a fervent prayer invoked 
the Almighty, and given foir the parole God our Saviour* or- 
dered the crofs, in which he confided more than in the num- 
ber and bravery of his foldiers, to be displayed at the head 
ef his army. His confidence, fays the fame writer, was 
not ill-grounded ; for viftory attended the royal banner 
where-ever it appeared f . Conftantine** men behaved with 
incredible bravery, animated by the example of their leader, 
who, though he cxpofed himfelf to the greateft dangers, 
efcaped only with a flight wofcnd in the thigh. But of the ene- 
my thirty-three thousand were killed upon the (pot, and the reft* 
though advantageoufly pofted upon a rifing ground, obliged to 
betake themfelvesto a precipitous and diforderly flight. Lies'- Licinius 
nrus efcaped in the night, with what forces he could rally, i"*'™fy de 
to Byzantium \ and the next morning fuch of his men 
had remained in the neighbourhood of AdrianopU* fuhmitted ' rlrtn0 " 
to Conflantine, who, tranfported with joy for fo fignal a^' 
\i&ory 9 granted a difcharge to many of his veterans 8 . This 

c Anonym. p. 474. H Zos. h ii. p. 6.8i. e Cod. Theod. 
p. 23. 1 Eusbb. vit. Con A. I. ii. c. 3, & 6 p. 44 j. 44.7. ri Ev 
$* ■» ibid. Anonym, p. 475. Zos, 1. ii. p. 63k 
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memorable battle was fought on the third of yuly of this 
year 323. Eufebius tells us, that Licinius, before the battle, 
retired to a neighbouring wood to facrifice to his gods ; and; 
when the ceremony was over, told thofe who attended him, 
that he had offered victims to the gods, whom both his and 
their anceftors had ever adored, but the enemy had forfaken; 
to embrace a religion unknown to the Romans, whofe ftan- 
dards he dishonoured with the ignominious fign of a crofs. 
He added, that as Cbnftantine, tranfported with a blind zea! 
for his new religion, had declared himfclf an enemy rather 
to his gods than to him, it was incumbent upon them to de- 
fend and protect him, that the world might conclude frorn 
the fuccefs of the approaching engagement, how powerful 
were the gods of the Roman empire, how weak the un- 
known God adored by Conjlantine. •« It we are overcome, 
*« continued he, we muft defpife thofe deities whom we now 
«' adore, and adore that deity whom we now defpife. But 
«« if our gods blefs our endeavours with fuccefs, as I ani 
4C confident they will, we muft with an eternal war purfue 
« their enemies, and utterly extirpate the chriftian name." 
Eufebius tells us, that he learnt this fpeech, foon after the 
battle, of thofe who were with Licinius when he made 
it Sozomcn likewife Writes, that Licinius had refolv- 
ed, if his gods had granted him the victory, to purfue 
with fire and fivord their enemies the chriitiahs j and 
therefore that writer looks upon his defeat as a glaring in- 
ftance to prove, that the chrifttans were, in a fpecial manner, 
favoured by heaven, and that their religion was not a human 
contrivance, but the work of the Almighty ». As Licinius 
had fled to Byzantium, Conjlantine purfued him thither with- 
out lofs of time, ordering his fleet, commanded by his fon 
Crifpus, to repair to the fame place. Crifpus immediately 
put to fea, and failing along the coafts of Mace don and 
Thrace, entered the ftreights of Gallipoli, where the enemy's 
fleet, confiding of two hundred veflels, under the command 
of Abantus, or, as others call him, Amandus, waited for 
him. As the place was very narrow, Crifpus thought it ad- 
vifeable to engage him only with eighty of his beft fhips. 
Victory was long doubtful, both fleets fighting with great 
obftinacy and rcfoluf ion : but in the end the enemy, being 
encumbered by the great number of their (hips running foul 
of one another in fo narrovv a place, were utterly defeated, 

I 

* Euseb. vit. Conit. U ft. c. 5. p. 445, 446. 1 Sozom. I. 
i# c. 7. p. 409. 
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with the lofs of five thoufand men, and one hundred and 
thirty fhips. Amandus, the enemy's admiral, with the ut- 
moft difficulty faved himfelf afhore k . Zoftmus, who defcribes 
all the particulars of this battle, tells us, that even the winds 
fought for Conftantine, in order to render the victory of the 
fon by fea no lets glorious than that of the father had been 
by land K Crifpus himfelf battened to his father with the 
joyful tidings of the total defeat of the enemy's fleet, and 
was by him received with the moft tender cxpreflions of pa- 
ternal affection and efteem. Conftantine had already laid 
fiege to Byzantium, after having gained fome new advantages 
over the enemy ; but, before his fleet arrived, Licinius made 
his efcape by fea, and taking with him the flower of his 
troops, and his treafures, palled the freights, and fhut him- 
felf up in Chalcedony with a defign to raife a new army in 
Afta. In that city he preferred to the dignity of Ccefar one M. Licinius 
Martinianus, the chief officer of his houlhold, and Jifpatched creates M. 
him with a confiderable force to Lampjacus, to make head Martinia- 
againft Conftantine, in cafe he attempted to enter the Hel- nus Cacfar * 
lefpont*. But Conftantine, leaving Byzantium, embarqued 
his troops, and, crofting over into Afia, landed in the neigh- 
bourhood of Cbalcedon ; and finding Licinius encamped on 
a riling ground not far from that city with a numerous army, 
which he had drawn together with incredible expedition, he 
began to prepare for a fecond engagement. But, in the mean j n a gr ee * 
time, deputies arriving from Licinius, with propolals for an mtntb*~ 
accommodation, Conftantine hearkened to them with great twueen Li- 
joy, and complied with the terms they propofed, which were, cinius and 
lays Eufebius a , no Jefs advantageous to Licinius^ than to ConJlan- 
the whole empire. But this agreement was Ihort-lived j for tine nvhicb 
Conftantine being foon after informed that Licinius was draw- '* broken 
ing together forces from all parts, and had even invited the h tfofi**. 
barbarians to join him, advanced to Cbalcedon, with a de- mr * 
fign to inveft the place, and oblige Licinius to comply with 
the terms of their agreement. But as he approached Gkryfo- 
polis, the port of Cbalcedon, he was there, to his great fur- 
prize, met by Licinius at the head of a very numerous 
army. Zoftmus writes, that he had with him above an 
hundred and thirty thoufand men, counting the troops 
commanded by Martinianus, whom he had ordered to 
leave Lampfacus and join him °. Conjiantine drew up his 

* Zos.l. ii. p, 681, 682. Anonym, p. 47c. 1 Tdem ibid, 
» Zos. p. 683. Anonym, p. 475. » £(/$£B. ibid. I. ii. c. 

*5 P' 45 1 - 0 Zos, I. ii. p. 683. 
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men in battle-array ; but, fcrupling to break the treaty, 
waited till the fignal was given by the enemy 5 which was no 
Licinius fooiier done, than he fell upon them with fuch refolution and 
utterly de. intrepidity, thar, not able to withftand him, they immediate- 
fcatcd. iy gave way and fled in the utmoft confufion. In this battle 

Licimus loft, according to the anonymous writer of Cdnjlan- 
tine's life, twenty-five thoufand men p ; but, according to 
XofimuSy above an hundred thoufand It was fought on the 
eighteenth of September $ and a few days after the cities of 
Byzantium and Cbalccdon opened their gates to the conqueror. 
Licinius fled, with what forces he could rally, to Nicomcdia 3 
whither Conjiantine purfued him, and immediately inverted the 
place ; but, on the fecond day of the fiege, his filter Caa- 
Jiantia intreating him with many tears, by the tendernefs he 
had ever (hewn to her, to forgive her hufband, and grant 
him at leaft his life, he was prevailed upon to comply with her 
He fuhmits re que ft ; and the next day Licinius , finding no means of male- 
to Con- ing his efcape, prefented htmfelf before the conqueror, and, 
ftantine, throwing himfclf at his feet, yielded to him the purple and 

the other enfigns of fovcrcignty. Conjiantine received him 

o ' „ ained him at his 

table, and afterwards fent him to TbeJfalonica % afTuring him, 
that he ihould live unmolcfted, fo long as he raifed no new 
Y? ,s y difturbances r . However, he was foon after ftrangled by 
bts order Con/iantine's orders, who, on that account, is highly blamed 

^d-ntb ^ Z*fi mus an< * Aureliut ViRor. St. Jerom has copied the 

very words of the latter in his chronicle. The anonymous 
writer, whom we have often quoted, tells us, that the foldiers 
having demanded the death of Licinius ', Conjiantine complied 
with their requeft, fearing he might, in imitation of Maxi~ 
mian 9 one day rcfume the empire. Zonaras writes, that up- 
on the complaints brought again ft Licinius by the foldiery, 
Conjiantine referred the whole affair to the fenate, who fen- 
tenced him to death f . Socrates fays in exprefs terms, that 
Licinius began privately to make new preperations for war, 
and to invite the barbarians to his afliftance j which Conjlan- 
tine no fooncr knew, than he ordered him to be put to death, 
and by that means prevented a new civil war c . Conftantine 
caufed all his ffoiues to be pulled down, and by two laws, the 
one dated the iixteenrh of May 324.* the other the twelfth of 
February 325, annulled all his a&s, and repealed the laws 



5 Anonym, p. 47?. * Zos. I. ii. p. C33. r Idem, 
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which bad been published by bun, or his officers in hit name »• 

As for Afartinianusy Zo/imus writes, that Con/iautine aban- 
doned him to the fury of the foldiery w , as foon as he fell into 
his power. But the anonymous writer and Vifter the young- 
er affurc us, that Conflantine at firft granted him his life ; but 
afterwards ordered him to be put to death, as having been 
privy to the defigns of Lie ini us All thofe, who had prompt- 
ed him to perfecute the chriftians, underwent the fame fate 
and among the reft his (on Licinius 9 who was this year de- 
graded from the dignity of C*far* and two years after, that 
is, in 325, according to St. Jerom, fentenced to death. Li- 
cinius toad been created emperor on the eleventh of November 
307, and confequently had reigned near fixteen years. We 
have not thought it neceilary to take notice of the miracles, 
which X oner as and Nicephorus have inferred in their account 
of the defeat of Licinius 9 as things not vouched by any an- 
tient writer. For this victory Conftantine* and after him 
his fun and feveral of his fucceffors, aflumed the title of Vic- 
torious y which we find ftill prefixed to fome of his letters % 
Not long after the defeat of Licinius, he preferred Con/ians, 
at that time his third fan and fix years old, to the dignity of 
Gee far. 

Conflantine^ now mailer of all the eaftern provinces, made 
it his chief ftudy to eftabliih there the worfhip of the true 
(Jod, as he had already done in the weft, and to abolifh all 
remains of idolatry, which had been no left countenanced by 
Liciniusy than the chriftian religion pcrfecuted and onprefled. 
He began with two eJicls, whereof both Greek and Latin co- 
pies were fent into all the provinces of the empire, figned 
with the emperor's own hand, and ^ddrcficd the one, 1o the 
churches of God y the other, To the people cf each province. 
By thefe edicts he reinftates in their former condition all, Conftan- 
who, on account of their religion, had been condemned to tine orders 
exile, to the mines, or any other punifhment ; orders their whatever 
goods and eftates to be forthwith rcftored to them or to their had keen 
Jieirs 5 gives leave to fuch as had been deprived of their mili- **kenfrom 




es, upon the publication of the edi£t, without waiting the^^'* 
fentence of the magiftrates, what houfes, tenements, gardens, 

« Cod. Theodof. !. xv. tit. 14.. leg. 1. p. 404, 405. * Zos. 
p. 685. * Anonym, p. 475. Vict. cpit. p, 543. ' Eu- 

sea. vit. Conft. p. 452. Anonym, ibid. 3 Eusi ••». ibid. p. 
452. Optat. p. 2S4. 
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orchards, &e. had ever belonged to them, but more efpecially 
the places where the holy martyrs had been interred. He 
threatens with his indignation fuch as fhall not yield imme- 
diate obedience to this ordinance, which, he fays, comprifes 
thofe too who may have purchased fuch lands, houfes, & c. 
of the emperor, or received them as a prefent, or by way of 
reward for their paft ferviccs. Thefe, however, he encou- 
rages to depend upon his generofity ; but requires of them, as 
weil as of the reft, an immediate compliance with his edi<Sfc *. 
HeenaRs Thefe ordinances were followed by others, forbidding the 
jeveral offering of facrificcs to idols, the confecrating of any new 
ednisa- \& 0 \^ fln< j ^ con f u | t i n g^ cither in public or in private, the 

* a 'jfc'l ' aru ^P' ccs » foothfayers, oracles, tec. He had no fooner caufed 
Tini of tne ^ e * aws to oe publiftied, than he enadtcd another, ordering 
idols. tne churches, which had been pulled down during the perfe- 

cution, to be rebuilt at his own expence, injoining his re- 
ceivers in the different provinces to furnilh the neceflary Aims 
for that purpofe ; and thofe whom he appointed to overfee 
fuch buildings, to take care that they were capable of con- 
taining all the inhabitants ; for we hope, added the pious 
emperor, that they will all embrace the faith of the true God. 
He wrote upon the fame fubjedl to all the metropolitan bi- 
fhops, ftyling them his beloved brethren > and among the reft 
to Eufeblus of Caifareaj who relates his letter at length, and 
tells us, it was the firft he had received from him f- Not 
long after, he publifhcd an edic"i drawn up by himfelf, and 
addrefled to all the people of the empire ; wherein he exhorts 
them to renounce their antient fuperflition, to adore but one 
God, the Creator of the univerfe, and to place all their hopes 
in Jefus Chrift. This edi& is related at length by Eufebius, 
who tranflated it out of the original Latin into Greek ». Con- 
Orders the ftonttne^ not thinking it yet advifeable to pull down the 
temples to temples of the idols, ordered them to be fhut up in all the 
be /hut. pLccs where that might be done without tumults and blood- 

fhed ; to be frripped of their riches and ornaments, and even 
of their idols \ and all the lands, houfes, and revenues belong- 
ing to them to be applied to pious ufes. In virtue of this or- 
dinance, the Pythian and Smynthian sfpol/o, the tripod of 
Dclpbosy the mufes of Helicon, the famous Pan, whom all 
the cities of Greece had confecrated after the Per/tan war, and 
whatever milled antiquity had for many nges revered and 
adored, were publicly dragged through the ftrccts, and cither 

* Eujrr. vit. Con ft. I. ii. c. irj — 28. p. A ;~ y . 458. + Idem 
ibid. c. 44, 45. p 464. Af$ m * Idem ibid. c. 47, 48. p. 465, 
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daibed in pieces, or made ufe of as roafter-pieces of art to 
adorn the fquares, villas, palaces, public galleries, i&c b . 
From the feveral laws enacted this and the following year 
324, when the emperor's two fons, Crifpus and Conjlantine, 
were confuls, it appears, that Can/Ian tine continued in the 
eaft, refiding for the moft part at Nicemedia. The next JflemMft 
year, Paulinus and Julianus being confuls, the emperor, to * co ™ eii 
put a flop to the difturbances and divifions that rent the at WiCe# 
church, affembled the famous council of Nice* at which he 
aflifted in perfon, and afterwards condemned to banifliment 
the refractory herefiarch Art us ^ with Eufebius of Nicomcdia* 
Theognis of Nice, and feveral others, who could not be pre- 
vailed upon to renounce his impious tenets. On the twenty- 
fifth of July of this year, the emperor folemnized with extra- 
ordinary pomp and magnificence the twentieth year of his 
reign, and on that occafion made a great entertainment in his 
palace, to which he invited all the bifhops of the council, 
treated them with the urmoft refpect, made them feveral pre- 
fents, and caufed large fums to be diftributed among the 
poor, difpatching at the fame time orders to all the governors 
of provinces to fupply yearly the facred virgins, widows, and 
ccclefiaftics in each city of their refpective diftricts with a cer- 
tain quantity of corn <. Conftantine pafled this year partly at 
Nice, partly at Nicomedia, as appears from the dates of feve- 
ral laws. By one published at Nicomedia on the feventeenth He eneou- 
of Ofiober, and addre/Ted to all the fubje&s of the empire, he rages aU 
encourages fuch as had been, orfliould be, oppreffed, or any- 
ways injured by his miniftcrs, counfcliors, governors of pro- *° recur t9 
vinces or cities, &c. to apply to him for redrefs, afTuring them, m% 
that they Should be well received, and amply rewarded, for 
undeceiving him, fince he had employed none but fuch as 
he believed to be men of integrity. But the beft princes, 
adds lie, are liable to be deceived and impofed upon by 
wicked minifters \ if therefore thofc in whom I repofed an 
intire confidence, have deceived rhe by a falfc appearance 
of integrity, and injured the meaneft of my fubjedis, let 
the perfon thus injured lay his complaints before me, and 
accufe me as the author of the injuries he has fuffercd, if I 
do not revenge them d. In the beginning of November he en- 
acted another law, forbidding throughout the whole empire 
the combats of gladiators, anJ ordering, that criminals, m- 
ftead of being obliged to fight in the arena, fhoulJ, for the 

b Idem p. 10. $rr. Sozom. p. 449. c Eu-F-b. p .jrji. So?* 
p. 438. «* Cod. Theod. chronol p. z>, 
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future, be condemned to work in the mines «\- The follow- 
ing year, Can /I an tine entered upon his feventh confuUhip, 
having his third ion Conftms for his collegue. The empe- 
ror patted the winter in Thrace and lllyricum ; for he was on 
the third of February at Heraclea, and on the fifteenth of 
March at Sirmium. From thence he went to Milan, and 
from Aldan to Rome y w here he was on the eighth of July ; 
but he did not ftay long there, being, as appears from the 
dares of fevcral laws, in the beginning of Oclober at Spoletum, 
on the twenty-third of the fame month at Milan , and on the 

U JV ** a y °^ ^ ecem ^ er at Sirmium f. Zofimus* a declared ene- 

Juueiby m y tQ Q on ji an tl ne ^ writes, that the whole Roman people 

■ loaded him with injuries and curfes, for having abandoned 
f ' * the religion of his anceflors, and promoted with great zeal the 

worfhip of an unknown God ; and adds, that the difrefpe£t 
and averilon which the Romans fhewed him prompted him to 
transfer the feat of the empire to Byzantium g . Libanius 
tells us, that he bore with great patience the fat ires and lam* 
poons that were daily publiihed againft him during his ftay 
at Rome. He left the city, highly diflatisfied with the difre- 
fpeclful behaviour of the . Roman people, and was never after 
prevailed upon to return to it h . But the moft remarkable e- 
vent of this year was the death of Crifpus, Conjiantine's eldeft 
fon. The emprefs Faujia y jealous of the great reputation he 
had acquired, and piqued to fee him preferred to her own 
children, falfly accufed him of having folicited her to inceft. 
Some fay, that (he charged him with afpiiing at the fovereign- 
ty. Be that as it will, ConJlarAine, hearkening to the accu- 
fation, and not only forgetting on this occafton his ufual cle- 
mency, but acting contrary to all laws of juftice and equity, 
without examining in accufation of fuch importance, without 
giving the accufed prince room to clear himfclf, ordered him 
to be put to death. Some write, that he was difpatched 
fo/iC* $r ^ w ^ rn P°' l0n 5 others, that by the emperor's orders his head 
, I a^ US was Struck off. Hcw;is according to the moil probable opi- 
nion, executed at Pola in IJiria y on the hi ft of March, being 
then in the thirtieth, or, as others will have it, only in the 
twenty-fifth year of his age. He was a punce of extraordina- 
ry endowments, had fignali^ed himfelf in a very eminent 
manner againftthe l^ranks and in the war with Licinius^ and 
was univerfally beloved by the people and foklicry, on account 
of his bravery, his obliging behaviour to pcrfons of all ranks, 
iiis generality, and other princely qualities. He had in all 

J" Cod. Theodof. tit. 5 p. 397. * Cod.TheodoI. chronol. p. 28. 
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likelihood embraced the chriftian religion, nay, and been 
baptized, according to Baronius ; but the authority of Nice- 
phorus, whom chat writer quotes, is of no great weight with 
us. The death of Crifpus was followed by that of you ng 
Lfciniusy Conjlantine's nephew, at that time in the twelfth fc s 
year of his age ». St. yerom ftyles thefe executions the ef- nephew 
tcSk of an unheard-of cruelty Faujia did not long outlive Licinius, 
her fon-in-law ; for, being this very year convi&ed of having and his 
accufed him falfly, and moreover of having proftituted her nvtfi 
honour to perfons of the meaneft rank, Conftantine cau fed Fautfa. 
her to be fuffocated with the fleam of a hot bath With 
Faujia many perfons of di ft incli on, fuppofed to have been ac- 
ceflary to her crimes, were condemned, and either privately 
difpatchcd with poifon, or publicly executed ». Evagrius* 
to excufe Co>jftantine y denies all thefe facTts n \ but they arc 
too well atteftcd, both by the Greek and Latin hiftorians, to 
be denied, or even called in queftion. Eufebius^ in his cccle- 
fiaftic hiftory, which he published before the death of Crifpus* 
beftows the higheft encomiums upon that prince, ami tells us, 
that he had great /hare in the victory gained over Licinius* ; 
but, in the life of Conftantine^ be fupprefles thofe encomium?, 
and though he defcribes at length that memorable victory, 
yet he does not To much as mention the name of Crifpus. 
This filence is, in our opinion, a ftrong argument again ft 
Evagrius<> who pretends the above-mentioned feels to have 
been feigned by the enemies of Conftantine y becaufe he docs. 
not find them vaEufebius ; but as they are fufficienrly attclrcd 
by feveral other credible writers, we ought rather to infer 
from the filencc of Eufehius^ that he was well apprifed no- 
thing could be alledged to excufe Conjiantine^ and therefore took 
no notice of thofe executions, chufing rather to incur the cen- 
fure of having tranfgre/Ted the known laws of hiftory, than 
to take upon him the jufilfyinv: of facts, which ail the world 
but too juftly condemned. This incxcufaMe cruelty and in- t 
juftice in Conftantine drew down upon his family divine ^fT"; 1 
vengeance; for his brothers, his nephews, and his favourite 
minifters were, foon after his death, all maflacred by Conftan- ( j / * 
tiusj his fecond fon by Faufta, whom he loved and cherifhed bestven 
above the reft. Conftantine his elJeft fon was killed by 
Conftans the youngeft, Conjhms by Magnentius^ G alius their 

4 Zos. 1. ii. p: 68$. Aur. Vict. p. C27. ^mmian. I. xfr. 
p 29, Eutrop. p. $SS. k Hier. chron.. 'Zos. p, 
685. ViCT.epit. Philostor-g. hift. ccclef. 470. Ammun. 
p. 56. Hi SR. chron. 1,1 Eutrop. p. 588. n Evac. f. 
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coufin by Conflantius* and Con/lantius by Julian* the brother 
of Gallus. Julian pertlhed in a mod: miferable manner, and 
in him ended the numerous family of Conjlantine* which 
every one expected, would have furniihed the empire with 
princes for many ages, the emperor having three brothers, 
four fons, feveral ftfters and daughters, and nine nephews *• 
Conflantine fcems to have pa fled the following year 327, when 
Conjlantius and Maximus were confuls, in Illy n cum and 
Thrace j for on the twenty-feventh of February he was aC 
Thejfalonica* on the eighteenth of May at Sardica* and at 
Heraclea on the fifth of Augujl. He probably patted the fol- 
lowing winter at Nicomedia ; for he was in that city on the 
firft of March 4. This year, Conjlantine granted the privi- 
Makes leges of a city to the village of Drepanum in Bithynia* ftyling 

Drepa- it, from the name of his mother Helenopolis. This honour 
nam a ci- he bellowed upon the place out of refpeel to the holy martyr 

Lucia nus* who had fuffered under Maximinxn the year 312, 
and was interred there 1 . About this time the emprefs Helena 
is fa id to have difcovered the fepulchre and crofs of our Savi- 
our, which induced Conjlantine to build at Jerufalem the fa- 
mous church 0/" the refurreftion* which was confecrated in the 

tteembref ^ car 335 f * The pious princefs died foon after in the arms 
Helena of ner fon, who caufed her body to be conveyed with great 
dies. pomp to Rome* and to be interred in the burying-place of the 

emperors 1 . To honour her memory, he gave the name of 
Helenopolis to a city of Pale/line u , and that of Helenopontus 
to a pare of the Euxine fea w , and caufed a ftatue to be erect- 
ed to her honour at Daphne near Antioch. From this ftatue 
the ftrect in which it ftood took the name of Auguftal *. 
The following year, Januarius and Jujlus being confuls, 
Conjlantine was, as we have hinted above, on the firft of 
March at Nicomedia \ and on the thirteenth of July at a place 

in Mtzfia called Oi/cos and Efcos r ; whence fome conjecture, 
that he was waging war with the barbarians in thofe parts : 
and indeed we read in the chronicle of Alexandria a , that 
this year the emperor pa fled the Danube feveral times, and 
that he even laid a bridge over that river. Both the Viclors 
mention this bridge among ft his other great works ; and on 
feveral ancient coins of this and the following years, notice 

1 

p Julian, ad Athen. p. 497, 498. * Cod. Theod. p. 29. 
■Hie* chron. p. 662. Socn at. 1* i. c. 18. p. 49. r Pm- 
lostorc. hill, ccclef. 1. ii. c. 12 p. 474* 1 Thbodoret, 
). i. c. 17. p. 564. Euse a, vit. Conft. 1. iii, c. 47. p. 506. 
■ Sozom. 1. ii. c. i. p. 443. w Cod Juft. p.235. * Suid. p. 

443. T Cod. Theod. p. 30. * Chron. Alex&nd. p. 662. 
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is taken of a bridge, of his patting the Danube, and his defeat- 
ing t J le Goths *. According to the chronicle of Alexandria b, 
he began this year the city of Conjl antinople \ but, according 
to others, on the twenry-fixth of September of the following 
year 329* Notwithftanding his zeal for the cathoJic faith, he 
recalled this year from baniflament the two bifliops Eufeblus Tkeempe- 
and Tbeognisy grc^t fticklers for the doctrine of Arius, and ror r ""l* 
{ ufFered them to gain a great afcendant over him. The ncxtS''?f** a * 
year, Conftantinc took upon him his eighth confu}fh'ip, having "V"**™* 
his eldeft fon, the fourth time confui, for his collegue. He mn 
palled this whole year in the neighbourhood of the Danube ; p ' 
for on the nineteenth of June he was at Sardica in Dacia \ 
on the twenty-fecond of July at Sirmiumin Panncnia ; on the 
twenty-fifth of the fame month at NaiJJus in Dardania ; on 
the third of Augujl at Her a c lea in Thrace j on the eighteenth 
of the fame mo nth, and twenty-ninth of SepUnArr, at Sardi- 
ca ; and on the twenty- fifth of October at Hcraclea c. 

Th£ following year 330, when Gallicanus and Symmacbus p ft 
were confuls* is remarkable for the dedication of tiie city t °*J^ r 
of Conft antinople, the greateft of all Conftantinc* $ works. ^ ' 
Authors are divided in their opinions with refpeft to the faj/jj,,* 0 f 
motives that prompted Conjlantine to undertake the huild- a n&w'titj* 
ing of that city. Zcjimus writes, that he did it out of 
hatred to the Romans , feeing hirnfelf fcorncd and inflat- 
ed by them for having embraced and introduced a new 
religion d . He had, according . to Eutropius, nothing 
elfe in view but to difplay his power, and {hew, that, 
in a few years, he could build a city equal to Rome, 
which, for fomany ages, had been not undefervedjy looked 
upon as the wonder of the univcrfe e . Others only tell 
us, that Conjlantinc, difliking Rome for motives unknown 
to them, relblved to build a city elfe- where, and rcfidc there. 
That he difliked Rome, whatever his motives were, is very 
plain j for though he had been m after of that metropolis near 
twenty years, yet he had never made any long flay in ic, but 
pafled moft of his time in Gaul, and, after his victory over 
Liciniuz, in Thrace. Sozomen writes, that C;rjiantine, feeing 
hirnfelf abfolute mailer of the whole empire, and not being 
difturbed by any domeftic tumults or foreign wars, undertook 
the building of a new city, as a work worthy of a great 
prince, and rcfolved, as he did not care to refide at Rome, to 

*Bi r Ac. p. 467. b Chron. Alex. p. 602. « Cod. Theodof. 
chronol. p. 30, 31. & J. xi. tit. 30. leg. 15. p. 236, -£37. 
«* Zos.l. ii. p. 666. e Eutrop. p. 
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fettle the imperial feat there f . The firft place he chofe for 
executing his deiign was between Troas and ancient llium^ on 
the coaft of Afia j but afterwards changing his mind upon 
a vifion which he had* or imagined to have had, he refolded 
to inlarge the ancient city of Byzantium* and make it the fe- 
cond, or, if he could, the firft, of the empire. This preten- 
ded vifion is much fpoken of by the modern Greek and Latin 
writers 9 ; and Conftantine himfelf, in one of his laws, de- 
clares, that, in the choice of the place, he followed the di- 
Heinlarges refiions of heaven fc . He began with entending the walls of 
the city of the ancient city from fea to fea ; and while fome of the 
Byzan- workmen were bufied in rearing them, others were employed 
tium. j n ra if ln g within them a great number of {lately buildings, 

and among the reft a palace no- ways inferior in magnificence 
and extent to that of Rome. As he defigned to fix his own 
court there, and was defirous that the fuccceding emperors 
lhould follow his example, and honour his new city with their 
ordinary refldencc, he fparcd no coft or labour to render it 
Moms it both beautiful and convenient- With this view he built a 
nuitkmany capitol and amphitheatre, made a circus maximus, feveral fo- 
nrtv build- rums, porticoes, and public baths, and divided the whole city 
tH Z* m into fourteen regions, fecuring the inhabitants with many 

wholefome laws, and granting them great privileges and im- 
munities. By this means Byzantium, became in a ftiort time 
one of the moft flourifhing and populous cities of the empire, 
whole families flocking thither from all parts, cfpccially from 
Pontus 9 7 brace , and AJia> Co njlant'vie having appointed, by a 
law enacted this year, that fuch as had lands in thofc coun- 
tries, Ihould not be able to difpofe of them, nor even leave 
them at their death to their heirs, unlefs they had a houfe in 
his new city. The common people were inticcd thither from the 
different and moft dift:;nr provinces, and even from Rome it- 
felf, by the cmpcroi'u Jurgefle-, and the great quantities of 
corn, oil, and meat, which were dully diftributcd among 
them But however defirous the emperor was to fee his 
new city filled with people, yet he did not care it fhould 
be inhabited by any but cJuiftians ; and therefore caufed all 
thu idols to be pullcJ down, and their temples to be confecra- 
ted to the true God. He built befides an incredible number of 
churches, and caufed ciodls to beeredted in all the fquarcs and 
public pluccs. When moft ut the buildings were ft niflied, the 

f Soz. 1. ii. c. 3. p 444. 8 Vide Dt» Cakce urb. 

Conflantinop. d^fcripr. 1. i. p. 23, &c. *» Cod. Theod. tit. 5. 
p. 04. 1 Zos. 1. ii. p. 687. Soz, p. 4^4. Sock at. 1. ii. 
c. 1 5. p 90. 
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emperor, on the eleventh of May of the year 330, the 
twenty fifth of his reign, caufcd his new city, by a very fo- 
lemn dedication, to be confecrated, according to Cedrcnus, Jndfi- 
to die virgin Mary k ; but, according to Eufebius to the h***ht**- 
God of martyrs. Some modern Greek writers tell us, that f ecr f* € * tf j 
this ceremony was per formed by the fathers of the council of ^/^^ e 
Nice, that the folemni ty lafted forty days, and that Conjlan- ' ° 
tine, during the whole rime, caufed an immenfe quantity of 
all forts of provifions to be daily diftributed among the popu- 
Jace w . It was 011 this occafion that Cotiftantine fly led the 
new city from his own name Con/iantinople^ or the city of 
Conftantine, and like wife Second \ or, as others will have ir, 
New, Rome n . At the fame time he equalled it to ancient 
Rome, granting it the fome rights, immunities, and privileges 
enjoyed Dy that metropolis °. He ertabliihed a fen ate and other 
magiftrates, with a power and authority equal to that of the 
Roman fenate and declared New Rome the metropolis of 
the eat* , as Old Rome was of the weft. Conftantine* having 
accompli/bed this great work, according to fome in five, ac- 
cording to others* in two, years, fixed his refidence in the new 
city, and never more returned to Rome. The removal of the 
imperial feat from Rome to Gonftantinople, happened in the 
year of the chriftian aera 330> the twenty-fifth of Conftan- 
tine's reign, and 1078, after the foundation of Rome. By 
this removal the Roman empire received a fatal ftroke, and 
lhrunk by degrees into nothing, as the reader will find in the 
fequel of this hiftory. 

k Vide Du Cancjs de Conflantinop. 1. i. p. 27. 1 Eu- 
seb. vit. Conft\ I. hi, c. 48. p. 507. m Vide Georc. cod. 
in antiq. Conflantinop. p. 25. n Sock at, p 45. 0 So- 
zo m. I. ii. c. 3. p. 444, * Cod. Theod. 1. xiv. tit. 13. leg. 1. 

p. 220, 223. 



CHAP. XXVI. 

The Roman hiftory ^ from the removal of the imperial feat 
to Gonftantinople, to the death of the emperor Julian. 

ONSTANTINE having fixed his court at Conjianti- 
nopU 9 continued there, as appears from the darea 
of fevcral laws 1, great part of the enfuing year 311, 
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ployed in building new churches, and adorning with other 
itately monuments the city he defired might be honoured with 
the refidence of the fucceeding emperors. The next year, 
Pacatianus and Hilarius being confuls, the Sarmatians having 
implored the affilrance of Conjlantine againft the Goths, 
Conftan- w ho had made an irruption into their country, and committed 
tine e very-wherc unhcard-of cruelties, the emperor, either in per- 

a eo?nplcte f on ^ or> as fomewritc, by his fon Conftantine, gained a memo- 
<viaory ra kj e w \£X OX y over them on the twentieth of April. Near a hun- 
rvertbe dre(i t h 0 ufand of the enemy were either cut in pieces, or pe- 
Goths. rj fl iec j a f t er the battle with hunger and cold j infomuch, that 

the barbarians were obliged to fue for peace, and deliver up 
hoftages to the emperor, among whom was the fon of their 
king, Ariaric or Araric r . Sozomen and Socrates write, that 
the Goths acknowledging the power of the God adored by 
Conjlantine, who had miraculoufly affifted him in this war, 
o;reat numbers of them embraced the chriftian religion, which 
had been firft preached among them about feventy years be- 
fore ». The Sarmatians* unmindful of the afliftance they 
had received from Conjlantine, as foon as he withdrew with 
his victorious army, began to ravage the provinces of Maefta 
and Thrace \ but the emperor, returning with incredible ex- 
Andthe petition, fell upon them unexpectedly, cut great numbers of 
tiarira- them in pieces, and forced the reft to fubmit to what terms he 
tian:. Wrl3 p] e alcd to impofe upon them c . The next confuls were 

Dar.wtius, cither the brother or nephew of Conftantine, and 
Xmphiius, or Zenaphylus. This year Conjlantine created 
Conjtuns, his youngeft fon, Cafar, who was born in 320, 
and is ftylcd in all the anticnt inscriptions Flavins Julius Con- 
/*•/;;. "i "he fame year, Syria, Cilicia, and Thrace, were 
gi..voufly afflicted wich a peftilencc and famine, which fwept 
oil" ir.ciedible numbers of people. Theophanes tells us, that 
at AntiQch xbc wheat was fold at four hundred pieces of 
filvcr the bufhel During this calamity, Conftantine fent 
1'bf m *-. to t! e bifliop of Antioch thirty thoufand bufliels, and an 
rot's, i>:e incredible quantity of corn, oil, and all forts of provifions 
rfi!:ty< { \- t0 t i |e 0t | icr churches, to be divided among the widows, 
ring ufa- orp i unSs ecclcfiaftics, &c. * Towards the clofe of this year * 
mne ' cinKdladors ar:ivcd at Conjl antimple from the Blemyes, the 

Indian;, the Ethiopians, and Perfuns, with rich prefents for 

1 Amm i an. p. 476. Jul. orat. i. p. 16. Eu seb. vit. Conftant. 
Liv. p. 520. f Soz. p. 48. Socr at. p. 41 x. 1 Anonym, 
p. 4-6. u EusBB. ibid. p. 533. w Theoph. p. 23. 
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the emperor, whofe friendship they courted, acknowledg- Embaffh- 
ing him, fays Eufebius y , for their fovereign, and declar- darsfent t* 
ing, that they coveted nothing fo much as to live in peace himfrom 
and amity with fo great a prince, fo renowned a warrior. mo J* 
The Per/tan embaffadors, in the name of Sapor their di f*« nt na ' 
king, renewed the ancient treaties between the two em- tton$m 
pires. Conjlanihic received them with extraordinary mark* 
of honour ; and being informed that the chriftians were 
very numerous in Perfia, he was tranfported with joy j 
and looking upon himfclf as their general protector, he 
wrote a letter in their behalf to Sapor y which is related at 
length by Eufebius * and Theodorct *. The letters from 
Conftanthie to the bifhops, begging their prayers, and thofe 
both from him and his children to the great Antony for the 
fame purpofe, which we read in Eufefrius *> 9 Athanafius* y Stf- 
nomcn*j and Pro/per e , are fuppofed to have been written 
this year. The following year, when Opt at us and Anicius 
Paulinas jfunior Were confute, the Goths , under the command 
of Geberic their king, who had fucceeded Araric y made new 
irruptions into the country of the Sarmatians y whom they 
defeated in a great battle fought on the banks of the Marifus y 
in which their king, by name IVifimary and moft of their 
chiefs, were cut in pieces. The Sarmatians in this extre- 
mity armed their flaves, and by their means gained a com- 
plete victory over the Goths ; but the victorious flaves, fen- 
fible of their ftrength, threw off the yoke, and turning their 
arms againffc their matters, for whofe defence they had been 
intrufted with them, drove them out of the country, and 
feized their houfes, lands, and effects for themfclves- Sr, 
Jerom f and Ammianus Marccllinus 8 call thefe flaves Li mi • 
gantes ; and the former tells us, that, in his time, the free- 
born among the Sarmatians were ftyled Arcaragantes. The 
Sarmatians , thus driven from their habitations, fled for re- 
fuge to Conjlantiney who received them, to the number of 
three hundred thoufand, incorporated in his legions fuch of 
them as were fit for fervice, and gave fettlemcnts to the reft He allots 
in Thrace, Scythia, Macedon, and Italy h . Another party of /£*Sarma- 
the fugitive Sarmatians had rccourfe to certain barbarians, tbmfettle- 
callcd by Ammianus Vidohalesy and fuppofed to be the fame mcntsinthi 
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people with the §htadi TJltramontani. Trrfe were re-eftab- 
lifhed in their antient potfe/nons by the Romans in the year 
.358, . iter they had driven out the Limigantcs This year 
Ei'febiLs^ hifhop of C#jarea % pronounced before Cctijlantinc 
his fptcch on the holy fcpulchre 5 and returning afterwards to 
Jiib JiocWe, wr»te and infcribed to Conjtaniive a bock on the 
fujt cf Latter , for which the emperor returned him thanks 
by a verv kind and rcfpcclful letter, defiring him at the fame 
time t<> ccufc fifty copies of the holy fcriptures to be tranferi' cd, 
and it nt him for the ufc of the churches of CctiJia>:tb;o}U\ 
Ettfibius immediately complied with his requeft, and, in his 
answer to h<m, acquainted him with the converfionof Ataiumc* 
the port of Gaza in Pals/tine, of the city of Conftantina in 
Phoenicia, and of feveral others ; which gave Confian- 
tine an incxpreflible plea fu re k . The learned cat dinal Noris 
takes Carfiantlna to be the city and ifland of Aradus ; for a 
bifhop of that place, byname Atticus^ ftyled himfelf bi ft op of 
Arcadia Conftantia ; which the above-mentioned writer iup- 
pofes to have been, through miftake, put inftead of Aradus 
Cor.ftantina ! . Conjlantine was this year, on the feventeenth 
of June, at Conjlantinople^ on the fifth of 'July at Singidunum 
in Mcefia^ and on the twenty-fifth of Augufl at Naijfus in 
Dacia »\ The next confuls were Flavins Julius Conftantius y 

the emperor's brother, and Rufius Albinus. As Conftantine, 
on the twenty-fifth of July of this year 335, entered the 
thirtieth year of his reign, which had happened to no em- 
peror ever fincc the time of Auguftus> he celebrated that day 
at Conftantinoplc with extraordinary pomp and magnificence ; 
The court- and foon after a/Tern bled two councils, the one at 7yre 9 hop- 
tih of J n g by that means to appea r e the difturbances raifed in the 
Tyre and church by the followers of Jrius j the other a few weeks 
Jerufalem. a r ter at J e rufaUm 9 to confecrate the magnificent church 

which he hid built there. But the council of Tyre condemn- 
ed, for feveral pretended crimes, and depofed, the great Atha- 
naftusy bifhop of Alexandria ; and that of Jerufalem admit- 
ted Art us and his followers to the communion of the church. 
Conftan- ^ ne cm P eror miAed by the Arians y efpecially by Eufebius 
tine fa- oifliop of Nicomedia, and by a prieft, whom his fitter Con- 
tours the f t*nt the widow of Licinius, had earneftly recommended 
Arians. t0 ^ lrn on her death-bed, conformed to the decifiohs of both 

councils ; and though the crimes laid to the charge of Atba- 
thjius were evidently falfe, yet he was fo far prepofTefTed 

1 Amm i an. 1. vii. p. 106. & 1. xvii. p. 105 — 111. * Euse*. 
ibid. p. 542—545. 1 Noris. epoch, p. 363. Con c it. 

torn. 4. p. 92 1. Cod. Thcod. chronol. p. 34. 
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againft him, that inftead of examining the accufetions, when 
he appealed to his tribunal, he baniihcd him into Gaul* and 
at the fame time depofed and fcnt into exile three other bi- 
fhops ; viz, Euftatbius of Anticcb* Afclepas of Gaza* and 
Lucas of AdrianopU* for zealoufly oppofing the wicked and 
impious tenets of Arius «. The emperor, not (atisficd with 
having created his three fons, Conftantinc* Conftantius* and 
Conjlans* C&fars* raifed this year, on the eighteenth or 
twenty-fourth of September* to the fame dignity his nephew 
Dalmatius* fon to his brother of the fame name, and ap- 
pointed Annibalianus* brother to young Dalmatius* king of 
Pontics °. Soon afrer their promotion, the emperor, to pre- Dfoidestbe 
vent any mifunderftanding, jealoufy, or quarrels between his em pi re 
nephews and children, divided the government of the empire mong/i bis 
among them in the following manner : Conjiautinc* the eldeft, cbiidren 
had Gaul* Spain, and Britain ; Conjlantius* the fecond fon, and tie- 
all the Orient* that is, Afia* Syria* and Egypt ; and Con- pbew. 
Jlans* the youngefr, Illyricum* Italy* and Africa. To his 
nephew Dalmatius he gave Thrace and part of Wyricum ; 
that is, Afaccdon and Acbaia ; and to king Annihalianus , his 
other nephew, Armenia Minor and the neighbouring pro- 
vinces ; that is, Pontus and Cappadocia* with the city of 
C&farea* which he defircd might be the capital of his king- 
dom p. About this time one Calocems* a man of great in- 
terest and authority in the ifland of Cyprus* can fed hlmfelf 
to be proclaimed emperor there, and made himfelf mailer of 
the whole ifland. But Da/ma tius* who was fent with an army 
againft him, defeated the rebel, took him prifoner, and, car- 
rying him to Tar/us in Cilicia* condemned him to be burnt 
alive in that city 3. On an antient medal quoted by Spanbc- 
mius r , mention is made of one Tiberius* who ufurped the 
fovcreignty in the time of Conftantinc ; but of him wc rind 
nothing in hiftory. As for one Azot us , who was overcome 
by Confttmtine* as we read in Snidas and Codinus* it appears 
from feveral epigrams in the anthology* that both he and that 
Conftantine* by whom he was overcome, were but drivers of 
chariots in the circus, Atbanajius was a ecu fed of having fup- 
plicd with money a rebel, by name Pbilumencs f ; but of him 
not the lean; mention is made in hiftory. The emperor was 

1 
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this year at Conftantinople on the thirtieth of March? at 
Vitninacum in Mcefia on the twelfth of Auguft* and again at 
Arius digs. Conjia?itinople on the twenty- fecond of O&ober « . The fol- 
lowing year, Nepotianus and Facundus being confuls, died 
the famous herefiarch Arius* and foon after him Alexander 
bi&op of ConJlantinople* who Conjlantine had folicited in vain 
to re-admit the anathematized heretic to the communion of 
the church. The holy bifhop Paul was rai fed to the fee of 
Cwftantinoplc in the room of Alexander ; but the emperor 
was perfuaded by Eufcbius* bifhop of N i corned ia* to banifh 
Conftan- mto ^ ontus u - Towards the dofe of this year Con/tan- 

tins mar- tlnc man "i e d his fecond fon Conftantius to the daughter of Ju- 
ried to the Conftantius and Galla. Julius Conftantius was brother 
daughter to the emperor, and his wife Galla filter to Rufinus and 
of Julius Cerealis* of whom hereafter. He had by Galla Gallus Ceefar* 
Conftan- born in Hctruria in the year 325 or 326, another fon who 
tius. was killed in 337, and one daughter, married this year to 

Cwftantius* whole name has not been tranfmitted to us. 
The emperor Julian* fpeaking of this and other marriages 
between the nephews and nieces of Conftantine* fays, that a 
ftrange confufion reigned in the imperial family 5 that mar- 
riages were celebrated which were no marriages ; and that 
the laws, both human and divine, were profaned and troden 
under foot w . But there were yet no laws forbidding mar- 
riages between couPm-germans. On occafion of this mar- 
riage, Conjlantine caufed large fums, and great quantities of 
provifions, to be diftributed among the people of all the cities 
and provinces of the empire *. He had long before married 
his eldeft fon C*nftantine ; but to whom, we are no- where 
toid. The year enfuing, when Felicianus and Titianus were 
confuls, the Per Jims* after having lived in peace with the 
Romans for the fpace of forty years, that is, ever fince the 
year 297, began to commit hoftilitics in Mefopotamia* be- 
caufe the emperor rcfufed to reftore to them the five provin- 
ces which they had been obliged to yield to Galerius. Here- 
upon Conftantine* having drawn together a very numerous and 
powerful army, and made the other neceffary preparations for 
a vigorous war, began his march, with a dcilgn to invade 
7 &e Perfi- the Pcrftan dominions. But in the mean time the enemy, 
ans awed terrified at his approach, difpatched embafladors to him, with 
bj the tcr- propofals of an accommodation j which feeming very reafona- 

r*jr ofQon- 
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ble to the emperor, a peace was concluded, and both armies 
withdrew. Thus Eufebius *. But Feftus and mod other 
hiftorians tell us, that Conftantine y defirous of triumphing 
over the Per fans, would not grant them a peace upon any 
terms, and that by death alone he was prevented from invading 
their dominions*. Be that as it will, Conftantine 9 having 
celebrated this year with extraordinary folemnity the feaft 
of Ea/tir, which fell on the third of Aprils was foon after 
taken iJJ, being then in the fixty-fourth year of his age. He Conftan- 
had recourfe to the warm baths of Conftantinople ; but his fj? c ***** 
diftemper increafing, he removed, for change of air, to He- * 
lenopolis in Bithynia, and from thence to a caftle at a fmall 
diftance from Nicomedia, called Achyrona, or Aguyrona. Be- 
ing thefe apprifed that his end approached, he declared in a 
fpeech, which he made to the bifhops who attended him, his 
eager de/ire of being baptized, adding, that he defigned to 
have received that fcal of fa 1 vat ion in the waters of the Jor- 
dan \ but fince God, in his infinite wifdom, had other wife ' J 
difpofed of him, heacquiefced to his will. When the cere- t,ze ^ 
mony was over, he was clad in white, and would not after- 
wards fo much as touch or fee his purple robes, palling moft 
of his time in pious meditations, and edifying difcourfes with 
the bifliops on the immortality of the foul, and the rewards 
and punilhments of another life. Some of the officers of the 
army, who were admitted into his room, exprclfing with a 
flood of tears their concern for the lofs of fo good a prince, 
he told them, That they ought rather to rejoice than mourn, 
fince he was going to exchange a fhort and miferable, for an 
eternal, life, happy beyond conception or exprefiion a . St. Jc~ 
rom writes, that he was baptized by Eufbius bilhop of Ni co- 
media i and that, by receiving baptifm at his hands, he fell 
into the he rely of Afius b . But Athanafius and all other 
ecclefiaftic writers, Lucifer alone excepted, affure us, that 
he held always inviolate the faith of the council at Nice, tho% 
deceived and mifled by the Ariam, he perfecuted thofe who 
defended it againft the tenets of that herefiarch. As for 
Eufebius, though he held, yet he did not openly profefs, the 
doctrine of Arias ; nor was he cut off from the communion 
of the church. As he was therefore bilhop of the place, Con- 
Jiantine could not decline* being baptized by him, without 
openly affronting him, and like wife tranfgreffing the laws of 
the church. Before he died, he ordered the great Athanafius 
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to be recalled from banifliment, notwithstanding the warm 
remonftrances of Eu/ebius of Nicomedia* who did ail that lay 
in his pow^r to prevent the return of that zealous champion 
of the true faith c. He probably ordered at the fame time the 
other catholic bilhops to be recalled ; for Athanafius tells us, 
that they were all reftorcd with him to their refpeftive fee» 
by the children of Conftantinc** By his kit will he bequeath- 
ed feme revenues to the city of R$me y and others to that of 
Co;i/?antinople* lie like wife confirmed the above-mentioned 
divilion of the empire among his three ions and two nephews'. 
The emperor Julian writes, that he committed to Conftanti- 
us his fecond ion the care of all things, appointing him in a 

r his executor, either becaufe he loved him above the 
rell, or becaufe ConJim:tius 9 who was nearer, arrived before 
the reft, at leaft refore Conftantine, the eldeft, who was then 
in Gaul f . But ic is certain, that the emperor died before any 
of his children arrived, though he had difpatched exprefies to 
them all as foon as he found himfelf paft recovery. Not long 
therefore before he expired he privately put his will into the 
hands of an ecclefiaftic, in whom he repofed an intire confi- 
dence, not knowing him to be a follower of Arius* and ob- 
liged him to promife upon oath not to deliver it to any but 
Conjlantius. This commifliou proved very prejudicial to the 
church, on account of tiie credit which it procured to the 
ecdenaftic and his feci, with the new emperor *. Conftantine* 
having fettled matters in the manner he judged beft both for 
the church and ftate, after various pious ejaculations, expired 
sibout noon on the twenty- fecond of May* that year 337, 
IVhitjunday* after having lived, according to the raoft proba- 
ble opinion, fixty- three years, two months, and twenty-five 
days, and reigned thirty years, nine months-, and twenty- 
Jbven days. His death was bewailed by perfons of all ranks, 
as the greatcft misfortune that could befall the empire. The 
fjldieis no fooncr heard of it, than they tore their cloaths, 
fell proftrate on the ground, and gave ether public tefti monies 
of their deep concern, calling him their deliverer* their be- 
li ved leader , their common parent. The- people of Con/lanti- 

ovcrwhcliri'd with forrow, and drowned in tears, for 
lofs of their great benefactor, of their magnificent and 
generous founder, expreilcd their grief in a manner fuitable 
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to fo general a calamity Meflengers were immediately dif- Honours 
patched witfa the difmal tidings to his children, and in the done him 
mean time the body of the deceafed prince, with the purple "fier 
and diadem, was put into a golden coffin, and conveyed to 
ConftantinopIe % being attended by all the troops in that neigh- 
bourhood, who had aflernbled upon the firft notice of his death. 
It was expofcd to public view in the chief hall of the palace, 
with an infinite number of tapers burning round it in golden 
candleftics. All the great officers both civil and military, the 
fenate, and other perfons of difh'n£tion, came to pay their 
devoirs to the corpfe, kneeling before it, as if the emperor 
had been ft ill alive. Court was kept in the fame manner as 
when he was living, and thofe who attended his perfon came 
at the ufual hours, as if he had ftill wanted their attendance. 
This empty honour, formerly paid to the deceafed emperors, 
as appears from Herodian and other writers, fecms to have 
been long before laid afide, and to have been revived now in 

honour of Conftantine* His children were daily expefled to 
pay him the laft duty ; but Conftantius alone came, the other 
two being probably at a great diftance ; and, foon after his 
arrival, caufed the corpfe to be conveyed with the utmoft 
pomp and magnificence to the famous church of the Jpofties^ 
which the emperor had buHt clofe to the palace, defiring to 
be interred in it, that he might, after his death, fay Eufebius His obfe* 
partake of the prayers offered there by the faithful in honour quies* 
of the holy apoftles. That magnificent ftru&ure was built in 
the form of a crofs, and covered, not with tiles, but gilt brafc. 
Conjlauihic and the (a acceding emperors were buried, not in 
the church itfelf, but in the porch, where maufoloums were 
eredled for them, and a burying-placc allotted for the bifhops 
of the city 5 the pricfthood, fays Sozomen claiming equal 
honour and refpeii with the imperial dignity, efpecially in ho- 
ly places, where it holds the Hi ft rank. This church had 
been fintlhed and con tec rated a little before ConJlantine% death. 
Conftantius attended the body to the church, hut withdrew 
with the foldiers, as he had not yet been baptised, when the 
mini iters of the church began the holy ceremonies »>. As 
foon as they were over, the body was depoJited in the porch, 
where Conftantius caufed a magnificent maufoleum to be rail - 
ed over it n . Not many years after, that is, in 358 or 359* 
the porch being ready to fall, the body of the emperor was 
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conveyed from thence to the church of St. Aacius* a native 
of Constantinople* and martyr, built likewife by Conftantine ° ; 
but it was afterwards carried back to the church of the Apo- 
files p, where ic was to be feen, with the bodies of other prin- 
ces of the fame family, many ages after. Though Con/tan* 
tine had never made any coniiderable flay at Rome* and had 
in the end intirely abandoned that metropolis, yet the people 
expreilcd an uncommon concern for his death ; for they no 
fooncr heard of it then they fliut up their fhops and public 
baths, and Intermitted all kinds of fports and diverfions, as 
was ufual in time of fome great and general calamity. They 
all demanded with one voice, that his body might be brought 
to Rome ; and exprefled the greateft concern imaginable, when 
they underftood, that it was, by his will, to remain at Con- 
He is ho- fi anr * n9 pl e q ' It appears from fome antient coins, that the 
mured by ^ enat c of Rome conferred divine honours upon him r . He was 
the eaftern by mo & churches, efpecially in the eaft, honoured as a faint, 
churches as ** he is ftill by the chriftians in Egypt* and the Greek church, 
a faint: 9 which folctnnizes his fcftival on the t wenty-firft of May with 

a very folcmn office. The Mufcovites celebrate his anniverfary 
on the fame day, though they can give no reafon for their pre- 
ferring that day to the twenty- fecond of the fame month, on 
which he died, as is agreed on by all writers, both antient 
and modern. About the middle of the fifth century, extra- 
ordinary honours were paid to his tomb, and to his ftatue, 
Entimlums which was fct up upon a column of porphyry r . The modern 
hejlotved Greeks equal him to the apoftles, as one to whom we owe 
upon him all our being chriftians : the apoftles, fay they, preached the 
by the mo- gofpel in all parts of the world ; but it never prevailed over 
fT* paganifm, till it was countenanced and eftablifhed by the great 
Oreeks. Conftantine \ which in reality is preferring the emperor to all 

the apoftles. But of thofe high flights, intirely fuitable to 
the temper of the Greeks* we leave our readers to judge. AH 
authors allow him to have been a pi ince endowed with ex- 
traordinary accompliflhments both of body and mind, an 
excellent commander, an able ftatefman, a great encou- 
rage r of learning, and himfelf much add idled to read, 
write, and meditate. But, as to his character in general, 
Authors there is a great difagreement among authors, fome of 
di f*grce at the heathen writers painting him as a perfect tyrant, and 
to bis eha-t the chriftians extolling him as the heft prince that ever 
ratter. fvvaytd a fecptrc. The emperor Julian fpcaks of him as a 
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prince extremely ambitious of military glory, and one who had 
nothing fo much at heart as the aggrandizing of himfelf and 
his family ; and adds, that the bad example he fet therein to 
his children armed them againft each other u . He is charg- Several 
ed by fome with having inriched the imperial robes with gronndU/s 
pearls not'ufcd before his time, and with conftantly wearing charges 
the diadem. But this charge is quite groundiefe, it being cer- brwgbt 
tain, that Diode/tan was the firft who added pearls to the im- J?*^ 
perial robes, and Conftantlus Chhrus the firft who wore con- btm b '** 
Amtly the diadem, even when he was only Cafar % as we read t a &™ 
in Aurelius Viftor w and Eutropius «, and is evident from his wum * 
medals'. The emperor Julian* and Zozimus * reprefent 
him as a voluptuous prince, incircly abandoned to all manner 
of diverfions and pleafures, to banquets and revel lings, to 
pubiicjfhows, &c. infomuch, that he could fpare no time from 
fports and entertainments, to regulate the affairs of the ftate. 
On the other hand, Vi&mr b , Eufebius c, and Libanius d , tell 
us, that he was conftantly employed in reading, writing, 
meditating, compofing fpeeches, ffome of which, of an ex- 
traordinary length, have reached our times) hearing embaf- 
fies, giving audience to his minifters and fubje&s ; in fhort, 
that he was never idle, but ever bulled, either in forming or 
executing fome great defign or other for the good of the em- 
pire. Moft of his laws were dictated by himfelf ; he never 
continued Jong in any place, but was, as wc have often ob- 
ferved, continually moving from one city or province to ano- 
ther ; fo that we cannot help thinking this charge as ground- 
lefs as the former. Julian and Zofimus, zealous fticklers for 
idolatry, were evidently prejudiced againft a prince, who had 
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gain (I him by Xcjtmus* who writes, that, when he became 
matter of the whole empire, he abandoned himfelf without 
controul to his rapacious temper, loading the people with hea- 
vy taxes, and at the fame time fquandering away the money 
thus raifed upon undeferving favourites, or ufelefs buildings U 
Amongft the other impofts with which that virulent writer 
pretends that Conftantine opprcfled the people, he mentions 
one called the chryfargyrum* and will have Conftantine to have 
been the firft who enacted it. But this Evagrius maintains 
to be a mere calumny, owing to the implacable hatred which 
that pagan bore to the deliverer of the church 6 . And truly 
long before Conftantine*^ time a tax was laid upon the public 
proftitutes, which mod writers take to be meant by the chry- 
fargyrunu Conftantine* to fave charges in raifing it, ordered 
it to be paid only every fourth year. Zoftmus afcribes to him 
another tax called follis* which was levied upon all pcrfons of 
quality, and occafioned, according to that writer, the ruin 
of all the cities of the empire h . But he is the only author 
who fays, that it was introduced by Conftantine. Aurelius 
Viclor writes in exprefs terms, that it was firft raifed by 
Maxenttus \ In our opinion, it is not at all probable, that 
Conftantine laid any new burdens upon the people, feeing he 
generoufly remitted to all his fubje&s the fourth part of the 
land-tax, and difcharged feveral cities of contributions, which 
they had paid for the fpace of an hundred and fifty years ; a- 
mong the reft Tripoli's in Libya, and Nice in Bithynia k . 
From an antient infeription we learn, that one year he re*- 
mitted all taxes throughout the empire 1 . Zoftmus writes, 
that, during his reign, rods, prifons, and all kinds of fevere 
treatment, were made ufe of by him in levying the common 
taxes m i whereas the laws he enabled, forbidding thefe vio- 
lences under the fevereft penalties, are {till extant, as we 
have obferved above. Whence we leave the reader to judge 
what credit that implacable enemy to Conftantine and the 
chriftian religion defer ves. Zoftmus and ^Julian are rather ac- 
cufers than hiftorians \ and an accufcr is not to be believed, 
unlcfs wimefies can be produced to vouch what he fays. 
Hence the accufations brought agatnft Conftantine by thefe 
two writers are of no weight with us, unlcfs confirmed by 
the authority of other hiftorians. Aurelius ViSlor^ Avani- 

fZos. 1. ii.p * Eva cr. 1. iii. c. 4.0 p. 370. h Znji. 

p. Cor. 1 Ao r. Vict. p. k Euseb. p. 528. Am. 

Vict. p. 527. J VideJ»AKON. ad arm. 312. * Zos. p. 

691. "AuR.Vicrp 527. 

anus 



Chap. 26. T&e Roman Hifioryl 359 

anus Marcelllnus and even his panegyrift E ufebius * 9 com- 
plain of his employing in the adminiftration of affairs, perfons 
altogether unworthy of the confidence he had repofed in them, 
and fuffering them to inrich themfelves at the expence of the 
people committed to their care. This fault, altogether inex- 
cu fable in a prince, £ ufebius afcribes to his excefii ve goodnefs, 
which induced him to pardon, or only to inflict flight punilh- 
inents on, fuch of his minifters as were found guilty of the 
moft enormous extortions. He could not, /ays Eufebi*s % 
prevail upon him felt' to condemn thole whom he had once 
judged worthy of his favour ; and hence his min&ers* 
prefuming upon his indulgence and good-nature, often com- 
mitrted great diforders in the provinces, and opprcfled the 
people in a moft tyrannical manner. His thus neglecting to 
punifh the crimes of his minifters, rendered him, without all 
doubt, no lefs guilty than if he had committed them him- 
felf. 

We fhall now proceed to feveral regulations in the go- Several 
vernment, both civil and military, thought to have been firft regulation 
introduced by Conflantine. Before his time there were, ac- introduced 
cording to Zcfimus^y two captains of the guards, known by by Con- 
thc name of prafetti pr&torio, who had an equal authority ftantine* 
over all the troops difperfed in the feveral provinces of the 
empire. But Conjlantiney jealous of their too great power, J^f.^ tx " 
leffened it by creating two more, and allotting to each of *<««P«- 
them a certain number of provinces. By this means the * 
whole empire was divided into four parts, which were the t /^°^ r 
Orient , Illyricuniy Italy \ and Gaul* governed by the four ^ Q /faf 
pret/ecli pratorioy each of whom had feveral diocefes or dif- prefe&ures^ 
tricls under his jurifdiction. To the prafeclus pratorio oricn- 
tisy were f >fubjec'ted the five following diocefes ; viz. Thrace* 
jijiay Pontusy Egypt y and the Orient, Each of the'fe diocefes 
comprifed feveral provinces, as is manifeft from the Thtodoftan 
co>de 9 and the a&s of feveral ant lent councils. The dioccfe 
of Tbracey whereof Heraclea* and afterwarJs Conjiantinopl , 
was the metropolis, con/iftcd of five provinces, vix. Europe* 
Tbracey HemUnuntamy RbodopCy Mcefta Secunda, or Lower 
Mceftay and Scytbia. The dioccfe of AftHy which had Epbc~ 
fus for its metropolis, comprifed ten provinces, viz. Pair.* 
phyluty the Hellefpanty Lydia* Pyfidia* Lyceioniay Phryght 
Pacatiancty Pbrygia Suit* tar is y Lyciay Car/a, and the i /Linda 
of Rhodes y Lcjfosy and ihe Cyclaeles. In the diocefc of Pm~ 
tusy the metropolis of which was C tfarea wxCappadociay jvcre 
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eleven provinces, viz. Paphlagonia, G alalia, Bithynia, Ho- 
noricdcs- Cippadocia Prima, Cappadocia Secunda, Pont us 
Poiemoniacus, Helcncpontus, Armenia Prima* Arnunia Secun- 
da y Galatia Salutaris. The diocefe of Egypt which had 
Alexandria for its metropolis, con fitted of fix provinces, viz. 
Upper Libya , ox Libya Pentapolilana, Lower Libya, Thebats y 
Egypt, Arcadia, and Augujlamnica. The Orient comprifed 
fifteen provinces, the metropolis of which was Antioch : the 
provinces were, Palafiina Prima, Palaftina Secunda, Phoe- 
nicia Prima, Syria, Cilicia, Cyprus, Arabia, Ifauria, Pa- 
latini a Salutaris, Phoenicia Libanenfis or Phoenicia Secunda, 
Euphratenjis, Syria Salutaris, Ofrboene, Mefopotamia, Cilicia 
Secunda. The prafedus pratorio lllyrici had but two dio- 
ccfes under his jurifdi«Sion, viz. Macedon, and Dacia ; of 
which the former confided of fix provinces, viz. Achaia, 
Macedon, the ifland of Crete, Thejfaly, New and Old Epirus, 
and part of Macedonia Salutaris : the metropolis of this dio- 
cefe was Thcffalonica. The diocefe of Dacia comprifed five 
provinces, viz. Dacia Mediterranean Dacia Ripen/is, Moefia 
Prima, Dardania Pravalitana, and part of Macedonia Salu- 
taris. The prafcclus pratorio Galliarum had three diocefes 
under his jurifdiiStion, viz* Gaul, Spain, and Britain, In 
the diocefe of Gaul were feventeen provinces, viz. Viennen- 
Jis, Lugdunenfis Prima, Germania Prima, Germania Secunda, 
Belgica Prima, Belgica Secunda, Alpes Maritime, Alpes Pen- 
nina:, Maxima Sequana, A{uitania Prima, Aquitania Secunda y 
Ncvempopulana, Narbonenjis Prima, Narbonenjis Secunda, 
Lugdunenfis Secunda, Lugdunenfis T'uronica, Lugdunenfis Se- 
nonica. In the diocefe of Spain were feven provinces, viz. 
Baetica, Lufitania % Galicia, Tarraconenfis, Carthaginienfis , 
Tingitana, and the Balearic iflands. The diocefe mi Britain 
confitted of five provinces, viz. Maxima Cafarienfis, Va- 
lentia, Britannia Prima, Britannia Secunda, and Flavia 
Cafarienfis. T he prafedus pratorio of Italy had three 
diocefes under his jurifdiiSt ion, viz. Italy, Illyricum Occidentale, 
and Africa. Illyricum confitted of fix provinces, viz. Pan-, 
noma Secunda, Savia, Dalmatia, Pannonia Prima, Noricum 
Mediterrancum,Noricum Ripen fe : Sir mi urn was the metropolis 
of this diocefe. Africa comprifed five provinces, viz. Africa 
Carthag'n'ienfis, Byzacene, Mauritania Sitifienfis, Mauritania 
Italy d.'- Cafaricf Jis, and Tripolitana. Italy was divided into fe- 
<vi<hd into ven teen provinces, which were P'enetia, Mmilia, Liguria* 
fevfftteen Flaminia and Picenum, Amionarium, Hetruria, and TJmbria, 
provides. Picenvtn Suburbicarittm, Campania, Si cilia, Apulia and Ca- 

hbria, Lucania and Brutium, Alpes Cottiec, Rhatia Prima t 

RhiCtiu Secunda, Satunium, Valtria, Sardinia and Corfica. 
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The prefers were the firft officers of the empire, and gene- 
rally looked upon, to ufe the expreffion of Ammianus Mar- n 
cellinus* as emperors of an inferior rank. They had feveral ^ *™ e ' 

other officers under them, viz. proconfuls* vicars* re & or 5 Sender tb>t 
confulars* corredors* and pref dents. In the eaft were two pnc f cct £ 
proconfuls ; one in Achaia* and another in Afta* and fome- p rjet orio. 
times, but very feldom, a third in Pale/line : in the weft 
there was but one, viz. the proconful of Africa. The vi- 
cars reprcfented the prefers, and were their lieutenants ; 
whence, in the antient inferiptions, they are ftylcd pro-pra* 
fecJi, or vice- prefers* There were vicars in the provinces 
of Afia* Pon tu Sy Thrace* the Orient , Mace don, Africa* Spa in* 
Gay I* and Britain* and two in Italy, viz. the vicar of the 
city of Rome, and the vicar of Italy ; under the former were 
the ten following provinces, Campania* Hetruria, Umbria* 

Picenum Suburbicarium, Si cilia* Apulia, Calabria, Lucania* 
Brut sum* S omnium* Sardinia* Corftca* and Valeria : under 
the vicar of Italy were five provinces, Liguria, /Emilia* Fla- 
minia* Picenum Annonarium* and Venetia ; to whuh were 
afterwards added Iflria* the Alpes Cottia* and both the Rha:- 
iias. The provinces under the vicar of Rome were called 
provincia fuburbicaria ; and thofe under the vicar of Italy 
provinces of Italy. The vicar of Italy rcfided at Milan* which 
by that means became the metropolis of all the Italian 
provinces* Next in dignity to the vicars were the rectors^ 
who governed whole provinces under the prefedt or his vi- 
cars, as did likewife the confulars, the correctors, and the 
preiidents : Phoenicia was governed by a confular, who re- 
iided fometimes at Tyre* fometimes at Berytus* and fome- 
times at Damafcus ; feveral provinces of Italy had likewife a 
confular for their governor, viz. /Emilia, Liguria* Venetia 3 
Picenum* Sic ilia* Flaminia* and Campania : Hetruria, Apu- 
loia* Calabria* Lucania* and Brutium, were governed by cor- 
rectors ; and Samnsum* Valeria* the Alpes Cottia, both Rhto- 
Has* Sardinia* and Corftca* by preiidents. We find feveral 
laws in the Theodofian code addrefled to the prefects, procon- 
fuls, vicars, re<ftors, confulars, and correctors, but very few 
to the preiidents. The prefects under Conflantine and his 
fon Conflantius had only the title of clariffimi* which was 
common to all fenators, but were foon after diftinguifhed 
with that of illuftres. Moft writers, upon the authority of 
Zojimus, afcribe the inftitution of thefe four prefects ro Con- 
ftantint \ but that author was perhaps therein mill a ken, it 
being certain, that the empire was by Dioclcfian divided into 
four parts, and governed by two emperors, and two C*rfrrs* 

each of whom had an army 5 and a prafttlus prectorio * nay, 
Vol,. XV, Zz even 
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even before Diocleftan'% time, we find one Clarut ftyled pre* 
feci 0/IIIyricum andGmX 1 - The prefe&s were originally 
f£<r ma- military ; but after this divifion of the empire, became alto- 
I? 1 . ri mi " gether civil officers, the command of the troops being given 
lW *' to two magifiri militia* the inftitution of which office is like- 
wife afcribed by Zojimus to Conjiahtinc r . In Dioclejzan's 
tlm-, each province had its peculiar general, ftyled dux or 
duke ; but Conji anting in their room created the two above- 
in .-ntioned magiftri militia* one for the foot, and another for 
the horfe, with a full power of making what regulations in 
the army they thought proper ; of punifhing the foldiers when 
guilty of breach of duty, or any other crime ; of difcharging 
and admitting into the army whom they pleafed, l$c. Some- 
times both commands were veiled in one perfon ; for in a 
law, dated the feveriteenth of June* 315* mention is made 
of one Eufebius commander in chief both of the horfe and 
foot ; and one Sylvahus* in two laws add refled to him in 
34.9, is ftyled inagijler utriufquc militia l . But their number 
was foon increafed ; for in the time of Theodojius I. they 
were at Icaft five, viz. one for the court, called prafentalis ; 
one for Thrace* one for the Orient* one for Illyricum* and 
one for Gaul u . Thefe magijtri militia were afterwards dif- 
tinsuifhed with the title of comites or counts* and raifed to the 
rank of the firft officers of the empire. The patricii or pa- 
Tbe patri- tricians were fuperior in rank both to the magijlri militia* 
cians. an j the prefects. This was a new dignity inftituted by Con* 

Jlantine* but had no power or authority annexed to it, being 
only a title of honour. The patricians, though raifed above 
all the other fubje&s of the empire, were neverthelefs obliged 
to give the precedency to the confuls "\ Conjlanfine confer* 
red this dignity on Julius ConJlatitius y his brother, and Op" 
iatus* his Drothet'-in-law x . The patricians are feldom men- 
tioned by the writers of the fourth century ; but frequently by 
TV co- thyk 0 f .the firth. The title of comes or caunt feems likewife 
m»te or t() owc - ts or igj n to Conjl dntine . Before Conjiantirte's time, 
counts. thofe who attended the emperors out of Rome in quality of 

counfellors, ftyled themfelves comites ; but to that word ad- 
ded the name of the prince whom they attended. In Con- 
j/antinc's time, the name of the prince was omitted, and thofe 
who accompanied him were ftyled (imply comites* companions* 
and in the modern languages counts : one Diony/ius is the firft 

1 Trig, tyrann. vit. c. 17. p. 193. f Zos. p. 688. * Cod, 
Theodof. Kxi. tit. 1. leg. i.p. 6. & chronol. p. 48. y Notit. 

c 5. *t 34» 3&- w ^os. p. 692. Cod. Theodof. p. 74, 75-. 

Idem ibid. 
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to whom we find tljat title to have been given : afterwards it 
became a title of honour, and was beftowed upon ail officers 
of any rank, though they neither followed the court, nor 
accompanied the emperor. Thefc comites or counts were di- 
vided, according to their employments, into three orders or 
ranks ; and hence the exprei&ons which we frequently meet 
with in the writers, who flourifhed under Conftantine and 
his fucceflbrs, comes domefticus primi or dints, fecundi ardinis 9 
&c. *. We find no mention made of the title of mbi I ijjimu s * 
or tnoft nob/e 9 before Conftantine's time, who gave it to two 
of his brothers, viz. jfu/ius Conjian iius and Annibaliatius z . 
It was, under the fuccceding princcj, beftowed upon their 
fans, before they were raifed to the dignity of Carfar. Of 
the writers who flouriflied under Conjiantine^ \ye flwll (peak 
in our note (F). 

The 

y Vide Dy Cange. glo/T- p. 1074. z Zos. 1. ii. p. 692. 
(F) We fliall begin with thole who have written the htflory of 

Conftantine* Eufebius of Cue/area publi filed his life in four books ; 

but declares, in the beginning of his work, that he dcfi»ns to in- 
fert in his hiftory fuch accounts only as ferve to fhew his piety and 
religion, and may prove edifying to his readers. However, he 
relates great part of his wars; and we may depend upon the truth 
of what he writes relating thereunto, fince the emperor honoured 
him with his intimacy and friendlhip, and mfotmzd him himfeif of 
many tranfa&ions. He compofed this work foou after the empe- 
ror's death ; for he tells us, that he began it when Co^fta7itive*% 
children reigned ; and, on the other hand, it is certain, that he 
did not furvive the emperor two full years. Betides the life of 
Confiantine^ he wrote two panegyrics on that prince, one in 32^, 
which has been long fince loft; and another, of an extraordinary 
length, in 335, which has reached our times, but gives us no greru 
infight into the trania&ions of thofe times (1). Several other pa- 
negyrics on Conftantine, compofed in the beginning of his reign, 
are dill extant, and have been of great ufe to us, as the reader muft 
have obferved, in writing the hillory of his life. Among thefc 
there are two, the authors of which are not known ; one of them 
was pronounced in the year 308, on occation or" the marriage of 
Conftantine and Faufta \ and the other in 313, after the del cat of 
Maxtntius (z). Two other panegyrics were compofed by Eut/te- 
nius, of whom we have fpoken in the text, the one about the 
year 309, and the other in 311, to return thanks to the emperor 
for the favours ana 1 privileges granted to the city of Autwi : that 

(\ ) Ettfeb. or. habit, in trietnnal. Con/ltntin. p. 605. («) I'a- 

Z s$ t wnttea 
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The news of Con/tontine's death no (boner reached the 
armies, than they all agreed to acknowledge no other empe- 
rors 

written by Nassarius was pronounced on the fir ft of March 321. 
Eumenius was profeflbr of eloquence in the city of Autun, and ef- 
teemed one of the beft orators of his time. St. Jtrom fpeaks of 
Nazarius as a celebrated orator in 324, and adds, that he had a 
daughter no lefs efteemed for her eloquence than himfelf. Vine 
tusy in his continents upon Aufonius, calls her Eunomia ; and fry lea 
her, upon w hat authority we know not, a chriftian virgin (3). 
Praxagoras, by birth an Athenian, wrote, when only nineteen 
years old, two books on the kings of Athens ; and, three years 
after, two others, comprifing the life of Canftantine. At the age 
of thirty- one he publifhcd the life of Alexandtr the Great in fix 
books (4). An abridgment of his life of Conflantine is to be found 
in Photius {$). His ftyle is clear, but unequal. He was a pagan, 
but bellows great encomiums on Con/i antine . He is fuppofed to 
have flouriflied under Conftantius, and to have been con temporary 
with the fophift Bemarcbus, who was a native of C*farea in Cap- 
padocia, wrote feveral declamations and fpeeches, and publifhed 
the life of Conftantine in ten books (6). But none of his works have 
reached our times. Libanius mentions one Bemarchus, a pagan fo- 
phift, but greatly favoured by Conftantius \ 7% Eunapius likewife 
wrote the hiftory of Conftantine, but comprifcd without all doubt 
in the general hiftory, which he publifhed of all the emperors from 
the death of Alexander Severn's (8), We may well rank Conftantine 
himfelf amongft the writers and men of learning who flouriflied in 
his time ; for many monuments of his application and ftudy have 
reached our times, and are to be found in Eufebius, who has trans- 
mitted them to us. Of thefe, the chief, or at leaf* the mod dif- 
fuie and extenfive, is his oration ad fan&oru/n caetum, or his dif- 
courfe addreffed to the affembly of faints. Eufebius allures us, that 
this fpcech, as well as his many laws and letters, were all compof- 
ed by himfelf. His fpeech, and feveral letters, he wrote in Latin, 
and caufed them to be afterwards tranflated into Greek, though he 
mud have been well acquainted with the Greek tongue too, having 
puffed mod of his time in the eaft. Of his letters or edicts the 
following are ftill extant in Eufebius : the edict of Milan in 313, 
in favour of the chrifttans $ his'Jetters to Anulinus, proconful of A* 
ftica, for the ecclcfiaftic immunity, and ordering whatever had 
been taken from the churches to be reftored ; his letter to Cacilia- 
nus % bilhop of Carthage, concerning the alms, which were, by his 
orders, to be diftributed among the indigent chriftians in Africa ; 

(3) Vina, in Aufon.p. 158. (4) Phot. c. 62. p, 64. (5) 
Idem, p. 64. (6) Vef. bift. Greet. L ii. c. 17. Suidas, 0. p. 

551. (7) tibath w't. #.15. (8) Eunap. p. 40, Vojf. ibid, 
u 18. 
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rors but the fon$ of Conftantine^ whom they according]/ 
proclaimed emperors, as did, foon after, the fen ate of Rome* 

without 

)iis letter to Melcbiades, bifhop of Rome, in 313, touching the 
council of that city againft the Donatifis ; that which he wrote in 
314, to Cbrefius, bifliop of Syracu/e, concerning the council of 
Jrlts ; his edia addrefied to the inhabitants of Palefiitte, and the 
people of the eaft, in 323, for the re-eftabiifhing of the confeflbrs j 
his letter to Eufebiut the hiftorian, concerning the building of 
churches ; his edict to the people of the eaft, exhorting them to 
embrace the chriftian religion j his letter to Alexander and Arius % 
touching their difputcs in point ef religion ; his letter to the churches 
concerning what had been decided in the council of Nice in 325, with 
refpeel to the celebration of E after ; the letter he wrote to Maca- 
rius for the building of the church of the Refurre&ion at Jerulalem 9 
and that to the biwops of Pole/line for the building of another at 
Mambre » three touching the promotion of Eufebius to the fee of 
Antiocb about the year 331, part of the edi& which he addre/Tcd 
to the heretics ; his letter to Safer % king of Perfia, in behalf of 
the chriflians ; two to Eufebiut, the one touching his treatife on 
Eafler, the other requiring him to fend him fifty copies of the fcrip- 
ture; his letter to the bifhops of the council of Tyre in 335, for 
the quieting of the troubles in the church, fieiides thefe letters or 
edicts in Eufebiue ( 9 ), others have been tran unit ted to us by 
different authors, w*. five touching the Donatifis, written about 
the year 314(10) ; one to Argus and his difciples about the year 
3 24, complaining of their obftinacy (n); one to the church of A- 
lexandria, upon the condemnation of Ariut by the council of Nice ; 
one to the whole church, commanding his books, and thofe of his 
followers, to be burnt (12) ; one to the church of Nicomedia, on 
the banifhment of the two Aria* bifhops, Eufebius of Nicomedia 9 
and Tbeognit of Nice (13) 5 another, on the fame fubjecl, to Tbeo- 
4rtut, bifhop of Lmedicea( k t+) ; one to Ariut 9 inviting him to court 
(15) ; fome lines of which he wrote to Atbauafimt, injoining him 
fo admit Ariut to the communion of the faithful ( 16) ; one to the 
church of Alexandria, wherein he commends the conduct of Atba~ 
nafius (17); one to Atbanafiut himfelf, condemning thofe who had 
flandered him (18); one to Johannes Melecianus % congratulating 
him upon his being reconciled to the church (19); one to the 
fufebians of the council of Tyre, inviting them to ConftantinepU 

(9; Eufeb. bift. /. x. c. c, 7. cjf vit. Conft. I. Hi c. 24, 25, 46", 
48, 64. /. Hi. c. tj f 20, 30, 32, 52, 60, 64. /. inf. c. 9, 13, 
35, 42. (10) Cecil Opt at. p. 280, 283, 285, 287. (11) 

Vide Baren. ad ann„ 319. (12) Seer at. /. /. e, 9. p. 30, 32. 

(13) Gelaf. Cyxicen aclaNic concil p 217. (14) Idem, p. 224. 
(15) Secrat. /. i. e. 25. /. 61 (16) Atb. ape/, p. 778, 779. 

(17) Urn* f. 7*5* Ugm > h 7 8 7- < *9) Um > P- 

803. 
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without taking the lead notice of their two cpufuis, Dalmatius 
Carfar, and Annibalianus king of Pant us, the two funs of their 

uncle 

(20). To thefe we may add the letter which he wrote to the 
poet Optaiimnusy thanking him for a poem which he had publifhed 
in his commendation ; and alluring htm, that he had nothing more 
at heart than the encouraging- of learned men. Befides the authors 
of the Juguftine hifiory, of whom we have fpoken already, fe ve- 
ra I other authors flou rimed under Conjlantine. St. yerous extols, a- 
mong the re it, the orator Attius Patera or Pater ins \ a native of 
Bayeux, and fprung, according to 4m font us Ui)> from the antienC 
Druids. He taught rhetoric at Rome with great applaufe, about 
the end of Conftantine's reign, and afterwards at Bourdcaux (22), 
fmce Aufonius ranks him among the profeflbrs of that city. He 
was the father of the orator ' D.elpbidius (23), of whom hereafter ; 
and Hcdibias, to whom St. Jerom wrote his hundred and fiftieth 
letter, was defcended from him. He was a pagan, as St. J.eron$ 
tells us in efcprefs terms (24). The reader will find in Aufonius 

(25) feveral things relating to him, which it would be too tedious 
to inlert here. Suidas afcribes feveral rhetorical pieces to one O- 
nafimus, a native of Cyprus or Sparta, who lived in the time of 
Conftantine, and is ftyled by Suidas both an hiftorian and fophift 

(26) . At the fame time flourifhed Palladius, a native of Methane 
in Peloponnefus \ who publifhed a treatife on the feafts of the Romans, 
and fome other philological pieces {27). And this is all we know 
of thefe two writers, whom Vojfius ranks among the Qreek hifta- 
aians (28). The reader will find in Pbatius. (29) feveral grammatical 
obfervations copied by him from four hooks written in Iambic verfe 
written by one Helladius, a native of Afttinopolis , or Bifantinopolis, as he 
ftyled it, in Egypt. This work was intitled Cbrefiemaibia : he publifhed 
feveral other pieces, was a pagan, and lived under Licinius and 
Ga/erius ($0). Photius fpeaks elfe where of one ffelladius, author 
of a very copious lexicon (31)* J n cne tm, e °f Cinfiantine Ho u rim- 
ed the celebrated Platonic philofopher tambUcbus : he was a native 
of Chalcis in Lower Syria, fprung from a rich and noble family, 
and very famous among the pagans, as appears from Eunapius, who 
wrote his life (32). He ftudied philofophy firft under one 4natolut 
or Anatolius, and afterwards under the celebrated Porpbyrius. He 
had an incredible number of difciples, taken with his probity, fays 
Eunapius, and not with his eloquence ; for he both fpoke and 



arttt 



325. (2l) Aufon. de profeff. BurdigaL 

ear. 4. p. 145. (22) Idem, car. 6. p. 150. Hier. epift. 150. 

p. 410. C*3) An/on. ibid. p. 145. (24) Hier. p% 140. (25) 
Aufon. ibid. p. 149- C*6; Suid. 0, v. p % 3.1 1. (zy) Idem, <m. 
p. 405. (28) fof. bift. Grarc. I. iv. c. 48. p. 486. (29) 

Phot. c. 279. (30) Idem, p. 1592. (31) Mm, c. 145. jju 

3 iy. (32) Eu*ap.c 9 Z.f. 23. 
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uncle Conftantius DalmathtSy chough Conftantine had, in th£ 
above-mentioned divifion of the empire, allotted to each of 

them 

wrote very improperly. From what Emnapiiis fays of him, it is 
manifeft, that he ftudied magic with no left application than phi* 
lofophy (33), He died at Alexandria before the year 331, fome 
time after he had put the laft hand to the life of a philofopher of 
that place, named Alypius, who was his contemporary. This work 
has not reached our times, nor ought we to regret the lofs of it ; 
for Eunapius fpeaks of it as a very mean performance (34)- Seve- 
ral works of a philofopher, named Iambi ic bus, are ftill extant, and 
highly efteemed by the beft judges, but commonly afcribed, not 
to the difciple of Porphyrins, but to another lambllchsts, who lived 
at . pome a in Syria, forty or fifty years after the former, and was 
one of the emperor Julianas chief favourites, as appears from the 
feveral letters he wrote to him (35). Thefe two philofophers bore^ 
the fame name, lived in the fame country, and had each of 
them a difciple named Sdpater ; no wonder, therefore; that mod 
writers have confounded them. A third philofopher, of the fame 
name, lived under the emperor M. Aurelius. Several works have 
reached our times, under the name of lamblichus ; but which of 
thefe three was the true author of them, we will not take upon us 
to determine : the works are, the hiftory of the life and feci of 
Pythagoras, with an exhortation to the tlixdf of philofophy, con- 
taining an explication of the proverbs and maxims of that philo- 
fopher (36}; an explication of the arithmetic of Nicomachus ; ft 
trcatife on mathematics in general ; an aniwer to the letter of 
Porphyrins to Anebo % on the my Series of the Egyptians ; a col- 
lection of the tenets of the Pythagoreans ; and a fliort treatise on 
the fun. The firll of thefe works was tranflated into Latin % and 
publxihed in 1 598, by one Johannes Arcerius, a native of Frifia 3 
but he is thought not to have taken the true meaning of the author 
in fevera! paiTages, and, befides, his ftyle is both obfeure and im- 
proper. Samuel Tcnnulius publifhed in 1668; Iamb lie bits' s explica- 
tion of the arithmetic of Nicomachus , promiitng at the fame time 
to pubiiih foon after his treat ife on mathematics ; but whether or 
no he was as goo«l as his word, we cannot tell, not having ever 
heard of that work's being publifhed. lamblichus, in his anfwer 
to the letter of Porphyrins* endeavours, under the name of Abammon, 
to confute his arguments againft the power of magic. Holftenius 
defigned to ptlblilh all the works of Iamblichm % together with ob- 
fer vat ions ; bat he was prevented by death from executing his 
defign. Iarriblichus" 's life of Pythagoras was in great part copied 
from that of the fame philofopher, written by Porphyrins (37). 

(33) Idem, ibid. (34) Idem, c. 3. p. 28. (39) Julian epsfl. 
40, & p 186, fcfV. (56) lam. ntit. P)tb. f. 25. ^37) 

Pett/[ I, Hi, <•» 16./. 293,* 294-. 
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them their (hare. However, the three brothers did not, for 
what rcaf^ii we are no- where told* take upwi them the title 

of 

St. Jerom tells us* that the philofopher Iamblichus wrote copious 
comments on chc precepts of Pythagoras, commonly called the 
golden maxims (38 . The emperor Julian equals Iamblichus of 
Cbalcis co Plato himfelf. Got ho/re Jus is of opinion, that Gregorius 
ami Hermogenes, or rather Hermogenianus , the authors of the two 
different, but like, codes, flourifhed under Conftantine and his chil- 
dren. They both begin with the laws of Adrian, and feem to end 
with thofe of Diodefian, not caring, as is conjectured, to meddle 
with the Jaws of Conftantine, by reafon of the many changes that 
prince had introduced into the Roman jurifprudence (39). Tho* 
they were both pagans, yet they might have inferted fuch laws of 
Conftantine as no- ways related to religion. In compiling their re- 
fpe&ive works, they followed the order of time ; which was after- 
wards obferved in the codes of Tbeodofius and Juftinian. The 
codes of Gregorius and Hermogenianus are thought to be the mod 
ancient of all ; and were both abridged by thofe who abridged 
the 'Jbeodofean code (40 ). Only fome fragments of them now 
remain to be found in different books of jurifprudence. Gregorius 
is commonly believed to have been the mod ancient of the two. 
The fty'e of Hermogenianus is very uncouth, and often obfeure. 
Pubiius Optatianus Porphyrins flourifhed under Conftantine^ and is 
thought to have pubiifhed the poem, which has reached us, about 
the middle of the year 326, on occafion of the folemnity of the 
emperor's twentieth year, and the tenth of the two Gefars, Crifpms 
and Conftantine, his children. He had before that time inscribed 
another poem to Conftantine : which being well received by the 
prince, Optatianus returned him thanks by a letter, which is (till 
extant, for the kind reception he had given it ; adding to the letter 
a fecond poem, addreiTed like wife to Conftantine. Thefe two poems 
have been long fmce I oil ; but the letter, which the emperor wrote 
to him, thanking him for one of them, has reached our times. 
Conftantine calls him in his letter his dearly beloved, and Optatianus 
ftyies Conftantine emperor of the whole earth ; whence we may con- 
clude it to have been written after the year 323. Not long after, 
Optatianus was, upon feveral charges brought againft him, banifhed* 
He owns fome of them to have been true ; but pretends not to 
have been guilty of the crime for which chiefly he was fent into 
exile. He wrote the poem, which is (till extant, to beg of Cost" 
ftantine 9 that he would recal him from baniffunent, and allow him 
to fee again his fon and family. The poem is a panegyric on 
Conftantine, filled with acroftics, and other trifling conceits of that 
nature, which betray want of judgment and true tafte in the writer 

(40- 
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of jfuguftii till the ninth of September of this year 337* 
chat is, near four months after the deceafc of their 

father. 

* 

(41). St. jerotn affares us, that the emperor, pleated with this 
poem, recalled the author (42). Several epigrams in the anthology 
are afcribed to the fame author ; and FnJgentius, the grammarian. 

Es feme of his verfes (43) : Robanui Mourns and venerable Bede 
of his poem as an elegant performance ( 44) ; but the mo* 
critics; with a great deal of reafon, defpife all compofitions, 
and difficiUs nugas, as Marti mi flyles them, of that nature, agree- 
ing therein with the ancient Lktin poets t whofe writings ought to 
he our ftandard. Some authors are of opinion, that feveral of the 
pieces, which pais under the name of Petrottrus Jrbiter, were wrifc- 
tea by Optatianus. Sopater, the diTcipIc of lamhlicbus, flourifhed 
under Confiamtine, and, after the death of that philofopher, became 
the head of the Platonic fed that followed Piotinut. He was a 
native of Apamea in Syria, and both fpofce and wrote with great 
elegance arid propriety j whence he was fly led a fophift, as well as 
a philofopher (4$). After the death of lambitcbus, not deigning 
to converfe with other philofopher?, fays Eunapius his admirer, he 
repaired to the court of Con/t amine, to try whether he could pre- 
vent the downfal and utter ruin of the ancient religion of the 
Romans. He gained, adds the fame writer, a great afcendant over 
the emperor, who frequently conferred with him, and yielded to him 
in public the moft honourable place. But this we can hardly be* 
sieve, upon the bare word of his panegyrift Eunapiut 1 for no other 
writer takes the lead notice of Sopot or* % great credit with Con ft an- 
ting, Soskomen tells us, that Can ft anting had recourfe to him to know 
su what manner he might atone for the death of his Ton Crifpus » 
and that both the philofopher, and the pagan pontiffs, anfwered, 
that, in the religion of the Greeks, there was no atonement for fo 
heinous a crime (46). Hereupon he began to hearken to the 
chriftians, fays Zofimus (47), who allured him, that the virtue of 
their bap ti fin was capable of warning off any wicked nefs, however 
enormous. We can fcarce believe, that the pagans owned there 
was no atonement in their religion for an emperor. Betides, ic it 
certain, that Conjtantine had hearkened to the chriftians, and em- 
braced their religion, before the death of Crifpus. While Sopater 
vras with the emperor at ConftautinopU, there being great fcarcity 
of provisions in that city, by reafon the veiTels that brought corn 
were detained by contrary winds, the people affembled in tha 
theatre broke one day on a fudden into bitter invectives againft 
Sopater, as a magician, who ftopt the favourable winds, and pre* 

> 1 

(41) P. Opt fro/, r. 1 1, apnd Valtf. (4*) Hier. arm 329. 

(43) J*"f- c - l S- P- 2 9°' (44) Opt at pro/, p z. 

(45) Munap. p. 23. Soxom. Li. c. 5. p. 406 Suid. p. 781. 

(46) Sokom. /. i, c. 5. p. 406. (47) Zof. /. if. p- 68 5. 
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father ». Soon after the foldiery, under colour of preventing 
difturbances in the empire, flew to arms, and cut in pieces 

Julius 

a Euseb. vit. Conll. 1. iv. c. 68. p. 560. 

vented the arrival of the fb long expelled veffels. Hereupon 
ConP^mine abandoned him to the fury of the enraged popu- 
lace, who being underhand ftirred up by the prefect jfb/a*vius 9 
and other courtiers, jealous of his too great credit with the 
emperor, core him in pieces. Thus is his death related by 
Eunapius (48 > ; and from him 'Lofimut copied what he wrote 
on this fubject (49)- Jt >s furprifing, that Conftantine fhould 
have treated in this manner, without the leaft provocation, fo 
great a favourite as Eunapius \ and after him Zofimus, pretend Sopater 
to have been. Suidas writes, that Conftantine put him to death, to 
give the world aiigna! inftance of his hatred and averfion to paga- 
nifm (co\ Sopater left a treatife on providence, and on thofe who 
had been undeiervedly happy or miferable VoJJius feems 

to confound Sopater of Apamea with another philofopher of the 
fame name, who was a native of Alexandria, and abridged the 
works of fevera! hiilorians and other authors. Thefe abridgments 
are greatly eiteemed by Pbotius, though interwoven with feveral 
fables. They were divided into twelve books (52). Julian (peaks 
of one Sopater of Jpamea, who lived in his time (53), and confe* 
qnently mull be dilh'nouifhed from the difciple of Iamblicbus. To 
tne other writers, who flouri/hed under Conftantine, we may add 
the two chrillian poets Commodianus and Jwvencus, The former 
wrote, according to Rigault, who publifhed his work with thofe of 
St. Cyprian in 1 666, in the time of Syl<vefter % bifhop of Rome ; was 
a native of Gaza, or at leaft bore the name of Gazeus ; he was 
defcended of pagan parents, but in reading the holy fcripture, 
diicovered and embraced the truth. He wrote a kind of poem, in 
hexameter verfe, commonly filled inftruBions, but without any 
regard to quantities It is divided into feveral articles, and the 
initial letters of each article make up its title. Jn this poem, if 
we may bellow upon it that name, he impugns the errors of the 
pagans, but feems not to have been yet well wftrudled himfelf in 
the truths of the chrifiian religion (54). Juvencus, frequently 
mentioned by St. Jerom, flourifhcd under Conftantine : he was by 
birth a Spaniard, fprung from an iiJuftrious family, and not only a 
chnutan, but in holy orders. However, he applied himfelf to the 
ItuUyof poetry, and wrote a poem, comprising the four gofpels in 
as many books He keeps clofe to the text, chufing rather to pre- 
ferve the truth of the hillory, than to dilplay his genius. This 

Eunap. e. 4. p, 34, 37- (49) Zof. /. it. p. 692. 

(50) ,,uid * p 782. (51) Idem ibid. ( $z) Phot t. 161. 

p 3^4- ^) 7 **'**■ *P'A- 40> Sj, p. 185, 186. (54) Comm. 
p. 23. Cm 33. Gennad. c. 15, 
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Julius Confl ant ius* the deceafed emperor's brother, Dalma-But put 
tius Cafar* Annibalianus king of Pontes* the patrician Opto- Daimatius 
tus* who had, as is commonly fuppofed, married Anaflatia*and Anni- 
the late emperor's fifter, five of his nephews, among whom balianusw 
Vas the eldcft fon of Julius Conftantius* the praefeft AMavius^ ea *h+ 
and moft of the great Conftantine 9 s minifters, fuppofing them 
attached to the intereft of his nephews b. Thus was the nu- 
merous family of Conftantine reduced at once to his three Ions, 
and two nephews Gallus and Julian* the funs of Julius Con- 
/tan tius ; of whom the former owed his life to a malady, 
from which no one believed he could recover 5 and the other 
to his infancy, he being then at moft but feven years oldc, 
Gregory of Nazian%us writes, that Julian was privately con- 
veyed away, and concealed by one Marcus of Arctkuja* 
whom he afterwards put to a ciuel death d . All authors 
agree, that neither young Conftantine y nor Conftans* had 
any hand in the maffacrc of the imperial family : as 
for Conftantius* Eutropius *, and Socrates i write, that he 
rather permitted than commanded ic. Julian'** St. Jcrom h , 
and Zo/tmus tell us in plain terms, thas he was the author 
of that cruel maflacre ; and St. Atbanaftus openly reproaches 
him as the murderer of his uncles and coufins k . The three 
brothers met in Pannonia in the beginning of the enfuing 
3'ear 338, when UrJ us and PoLemius were con fu Is, to divide Their 
among them the dominions of the two deceafed princes, Dal- mhihvs di- 
tnatius and Annibalianus ; but all we know of this div ifion <vid*d n . 
is, that Conftantine had Thrace (for he is faid to have reign- mon$(} the 

three bro* 

fcEusEB. ibid. p. 541. Zos. 1. 2. p. 692. Julian, epift. ad //> frj . 

Athenicnf. p. 497, 498. * Socrat. i. iii. c. 1, p. 164 Am- 

mian. p. 2q8. d Nazi a n. orat. v p. 90. *• Eur pop. p. 

558. f SOC RAT. p, M5. g Ju L I A N. ad A till' |] . p. ,1 f; 

*Hier. chron. 1 Zos. p. 692. k Atu.'.m. folic, p. fa 56. 

poem was com po fed when Conjiantine had fettled both the church 
and empire in peace (.55), that is, after the defeat of Licinius. 
Some of his verfes are quoted by the venerabic Rede (56V The 
council of Rome held in the time of Gclajius, bifhop of that city, 
approved of this work, ftyling it a laborious and excellent per- 
formance C57). He wrote another poem on the order of the facra- 
ments, of which the abbot Tritenbam (cS) aflu res us he had teen 
and perufed two books ; but they have not reached our tunes, 
Crinitus afcribes to him fome hymns ^59), of which no mention is 
Inade by any other writer. 

Jwven. I. iv. p. 6^7. <ver. 1,2. (56) Fide Labb de frr'fit. 
teelejiaft, (57 Cone i I torn i<v. p. 1264. 58, 'int.de 

fcript, ecclef, p. 14. (59) Bib. pat. t. *viii, p. 657. 
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ed at Constantinople) 1 ; and Confhms* Grot* and Macedon ; 
for Corinth and fome places in Mactdon are faid to have be- 
longed to him Each of them kept the dominions al- 
lotted to them by Conftantint in his life-time, that partition 
being confirmed by his laft will, viz. Conftantine* Garni* 
Spain* and Britain ; Conftantius, Afia* Syria* and Egypt ; 
and Con/tans* Illyricum* Italy* and Africa. Conftantint 
feems to have yielded this very year Horace to Conftantius* 
The Perii- and Conftans Africa to Conftantine, While Conftantius was 
an* invade abfent in Pannonia* the Perfians* finding the frontiers unguard- 
/£* Ro- ed, entered Mefopotamia* committing every- where dreadful ra- 
in an ^r»/- vages. At the fame time the Armenians revolted, drove out 
nions. their king, who was a friend to the Romans* and joined the 

Perfians* who being thus ftrengthened, laid fiege tb Nifihis : 
Jtaife the but, after having continued before it fixty- three days, they 
&8'*f were obliged to drop that enterprise, and retire. The pre* 
Nmbis, fervation of that important place is afcribed by Theodoret to 
and retire. t ^ e pra y ers 0 f tne no iy bifhop James* during whbfc life and! 

refidence there, all the attempts of the enemy againft it prov- 
ed ineffectual «. Conftantius* in the mean time, taking leave 
of his brothers, left Pannonia* and returned into the eaft, 
where he aflembled all his forces, with a defign to relieve Ni- 
Jibis ; but finding the Per/tans had retired of their own ac- 
cord, he turned his arms againft the 'Armenians* obliged 
them to receive again the king whom they had driven out # 
and drew over to his party the robbers of Arabia* no doubt 
the Saracens* who, by frequent inroads into the Perfian dp- 
minions, made a powerful diverfion, and greatly annoyed the 
enemy °. The war, however, continued during the whole 
time of his reign : many battles were fought, fome gained 
by the Romans* and fome by the Perfians : the cities of Afe- 
fofotamia were often taken and retaken j and that of Nijibis 
three times befieged by the enemy, without their ever 
being able to reduce it. Ammianus Marcellinus obferves, 
tiiat the Romans gained great advantages when command, 
cd by the emperor's lieutenants, hut were conftantly defeat- 
ed when headed by the emperor in perfon The following 
year, three hundred thirty nine, when Conftantius was con- 
ful, the fecond time, with his brother Conftans* fevers! 
laws were enabled in the name of the three emperors ; and 
among the reft one forbidding, under no left a penalty than 
that of death, marriages between uncles and nieces, which 

1 Chron. Alex. p. 670. ■* Li b ak . orat. 9. p. ziz. °Ths« 
onoK.in vit. patrum. e. i.p. 770. °Liban. p. itz. Juli- 
am. orat. it p. 37. Ammian. I, tlx. p. 177. 

had 
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had been allowed by a decree of the fenate, iflued in favour 
0f the marriage of Claudius and the celebrated Agrippina. 
Notwithftanding this decree, fuch marriages were ever look- 
ed upon bjr the Romans as inceftuous, but frequently prac- 
fifed by other nations, efpecially the Phoenicians, to whom 
the law forbidding them, dated the thirty-firft of March of 
this year, is adcfreffed *. The next confuis 'were Acyn r 
iinus and Procuius. This year Conftantin* y diflatisfied with 
the late partition of the provinces, after baying folictted in 
vain bis brother Conftans tp yield to him Italy * or at leaft part 
of that country, raifed a confiderable army, ' and* under pre* 
tence of marching to the afliftanpe of Conftantius % who 
was at war with the Perjians* left Gaul* and, entering the 
dominions of Conftans, made himfelf matter of feveral places* 
Hereupon Conftans* who was then in £>acia, detached c^f!^. 
part Of his forces againft him, who, having drawn him tine in _ 
into an ambufcade near Aquileia, cut both him and his ar* ^adet tit, 
my in pieces. His body was thrown into the river A»Ja, dominions 
at a fmall diftance from Aquileia ; but being afterwards difco- c/Con- 
yercd, it was fent to QonftantinopU, and interred there near fans, *no\ 

the tomb of his father r . Such was the end of the great Con- it killed* 
ftantines eldeft fon. He was born at Aries, as is com* 
inonly believed, on the fe venth of Auguft, 316, created C#far 
thefirft of ' Marcb^ 317, and fa] u ted Augujtus on the ninth of 
September, 337, fo that he did not enjoy the imperial dignity 
{hrce whole years. His panegyrift paints him as a prince en* 
dowed with great accomplishments both of body and mind ; 
and adds, that he ftudied the fcriptures, and, to the utmoft 
of his power, pradifed what they required But his invad- 
ing his brother's dominions, without the leaft provocation, 
can by no means be juftified. He received and treated with 
great kindnefs the great Athanafius, when he was baniflied 
by his father into Gaul*, which province he then governed *. 
By his death, Conftans remained fole matter of the weftern 
provinces, Conjtantius voluntarily yielding to him the whole 
jhare of the deceafed prince °. Conftans, foon after the 
death of his brother, arrived at Aquileia, where he was 
on the ninth of Aprils and on the twenty-fifth of June 
at Milan w % All we find of Conjlantius this year is, that 
on the fifth of Auguft he was at Btffus in Thrace, and on 
fhe ninth of September at Aitioch *. The next year, when 

4 Cod. Theod. 1. iii. tit. is. leg. r 1. p. S94. r Zo* a a p. 
11. Vict. epit. p. 544. (i/TRor. p $18. f Monad ia. 
feu orat. in Conftantin. junior, most. p. 7—8—14, ' Idem 
ibid. u Sox. 1. iii. p. 499. Jut, orat. a. p. iyj# w Cod. 
Thcodof. p. 97, threw], p. 41, » Cod. Thcodof. chronol. p. 4s. 
* "' ^' T • * Marallinus 
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Marcellinus and Probinus were confute, many dries in fhe eaft 
were overturned by a violent and dreadful earthquake and 
the Franks in the weft, having crofled the Rhine* made an'ir- 
xuption into Gaul, committing every- where great ravages. 
Con/fans marched again ft them, gave them battle ; but as he 
Mr gained no great advantage over them, the war was not 

Franks in, ended till the enfuing year ». On occafion of this war, Liba* 
wdrGaul nius fpeaks much at length of the turbulent and reftlefi 

temper of the Franks a . This year a law was enacted in the 
name of the two emperors, forbidding, under the fevereft pe- 
nal tics, all manner of idolatrous worfhip b . Firniicus Mater- 
nus writes, that Canftans ordered fcveral temples to be de- 
moliihcd, and like wife the celebrated altar of Viftory in the 
fenate at Rome*. Conjlantius built this year, and fortified, 
the city of Ami da upon the Tigris in Mesopotamia. Stepha- 
nas the geographer takes no notice of rhis city ; however, it 
is certain, that it fuftained a long fiege in the latter end of the 
prefent reign, and became afterwards the metropolis of Mefo- 
potamia, properly fo called, as EdeJJa was the metropolis of 
that part, which was known by the name of Ofrhoene. The 
Arabians , the prefent inhabitants, call it Hemit or Ameth, 
and the Turks Caramit d . The following year, Conjlantius 
entered upon his third, and Conjlans upon his fecond, conful- 
tbip. The latter either conquered or appeafed the Franks, 
But are to u fe the expreflion of Idatius ; and that warlike people fub- 
fuietedby m i ttec j co t [j e princes of their own nation, whom he was plea- 
Con tans. f c j ^ 0 appoint ewer them e . Conjlans being thus difengag d, 

pa fled over into Britain the following year 343, when Pla- 
eidus and Romulus were confuls, to oppofe the Scots, who 
made frequent inroads into the Roman dominions 9 but tlie fi- 
lencc of Libanius with refpecS to this expedition, is a nu.nifcft 
proof, that he performed no great exploits agairt that brave 
and gallant nation. He was at Boulogne on the twenty-fifth 
of January on his way to Britain , and returned to Treves on 
the thirtieth of June*. As for Conjiantius, he was, on the 
fifth of April, and the eleventh of May of the preceding ycar f 
ztAntiocb*} and this year, on the eighteenth of February, 
at Antioch, and on the twenty-feventh of June, and fourth 
of July, at Hierapolis in Euphratcftana h . By a law enabled 

*SocRAT.p. 88. Soz. p. 504. Thophan. p. 30. ■ So«- 

crat. p. 88. Soz. p. 504. a Li ban. orat. 3. p 138. 

bCod. Theodof. I. xi. tit. 3. leg. 1. p. 2. 'Firm. Mat. p. 

57. d Vide Bauor. p. 35. e iDAT.p. 85. Socra r. 1. Vu 

c. 1 3. p. 90. f Cod. Theodof. chronol. p. 44. * idem, p. 
45, h Idem ibid, . ■ • 
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this year on the twenty- feventh of Juguji* and commonly 
afcrioed to him, the ecclefiaftics and their domeftics are ex- 
empted from all new impofuions, and an inttre immunity from 
all cuftoms granted to fuch of them as were by their poverty 
obliged to earn a livelihood by trading *. When the church 
acquired fufficient wealth to fupport her miniftcrs, they were 
forbidden by the canons to merchandife, or follow any trade. 
*rheophanes tells us, that Conftantius triumphed this year over 
the Perjians ; for, as we obferved above, he was at war with 
them during the whole time of his reign k ; but he often tri- 
umphed, when he had been overcome, to conceal the fbame 
of his defeat The following year, when Leant i us and 
SalujTius were confuls, is remarkable for a dreadful earthquake, 
which intirely ruincrd the city of Neo c *f are a \rt Pontus 9 no one Neoczefa- 
edifice having withftood the v iolence of the ihock, except the fx* ruined 
church, and the habitation of the bifhop who was faved, with h °* 
the clergy and fome other pious perfons, while the other inha- earthquake 
bi cants were all buried in the ruins «>. Tbeop banes fpeaks of 
a battle this year between the Romans and Perfians 9 in which 
the latter were defeated with great loft n . The year enfuing, 
when Amentius and Albinus were confuls, the city of Duras 
on the coa# of Greece was f wallowed up with all its inhabi- 
tants in an earthquake, and twelve cities in Campania over- 
turned. The above-mentioned confuls were fucceeded by 
Conjlantius the fourth time, and Conjlans the third time, 
confuls. The latter was at Cefena in Italy on the twenty- 
third of May 9 at Milan on the twenty-firlr. of June y from 
whence he palled into Macedon 9 and was at Tbeffalonica on 
the fixth of December % from Mace don he feems to have re- 
turned to Gaul i for he fent from thence Athanajius and Ofius 
to the council of Sardica 9 held the following year 347 o. As 
for Conjlantius , he was, on the feventh and twenty-lixth of 
May 9 and the twenty-third of Augujl at Conjiantinople p # 
The law dated the twenty- fixth of May 9 and addreffed to the 
bifhops, confirms to them and the inferior clergy, to their 
wives, children and domeftics, feveral immunities and exemp- 
tions This year Conjlantius caufed an harbour to be made 
at Sekucia 9 at an immenfe charge, for the convenience of the The ptrff 
city of Antiocbj which ftood on the Orontes 9 at a fmall Antiochaf 
diftance from thence. This work coft him, according to Sceucia; 

»Cod. Theodof. 1. xvi. tit. 2. li. viii. p. 32. * Thb- 
oph. p. 30. 'Lid an. orat. 12. p. 309. « m Grec. Nyss. 
in vit, Greg. Thnumat. n Theoph. p. 31. 0 Cod. 

Theodof. chron. p. 46. Ach. apol. 1. p. 676. r God. Theo- 
dof. chron. p 46. 1 Cod. ThecdoL 1, xvi. tic. 2. kg. 10. 

p. 34- 
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Libamus and* the emperor Julian r , incredible fu 
of the Or onus y where the port was made, being full of rocks 
and fends. He likewise rebuilt the cities of Seleucia in Syria , 
and Antaradus in Phcenicid f whence the lattter, in the a&s 
of fome councils, is called from him Conftantia*. The fame 
year, %><?r, king of Perfia 9 befieged Nifibis a fecond time % 
Nifibis fo- but was obliged to retire with difgracc, after having continu- 
fiegedin cd before it three months, as we read in St. Jeremy orfeven- 
wain by the ty-eight days, as Tbeofhanei will have it. The following 
Perfians the year, when Rufinus and Eufebius were confuls, the em per of 
fecund time. Conjtantius pretended to have gained a considerable victory 

over the Perfians * : he was at Ancyra on the eighth of March i 
and at Hierapolis on the eleventh of May °. The next Con- 
fuls, Were Flavius Philippus> a great fttckler for the dofirine 
oi Arius 9 and Flavius Sallea or Sdlia 9 a zealous defender of 
the faith of the council of Nice. This year, Cenftans filled 
with indignation again ft the Ariansi and aihamed of the weak- 
nefs of his brother, who fuffered himfelf to be impofed upon 
and deluded by thofe fubtle heretics'; threatened to reftore by 
force of arms the orthodox bifliops,* whom he had baniihed at 
their inftigation, unlefs he recalled them of his own accord. 
Conjlantius was, either by fear, or the reafons alledged by 
Con/tans in behaffof the exiled bifliops, prevailed upon to give 
his confent to their return p . The fame year, Con/tans Cent 
Macarius and PaUlus, two officers of diftih&ion, into Africa^ 
with large fums to be diftributed among the poor of that pro- 
vince. They were likewife injolned by that moft religious 
prince, as he is Ay led by a council % to ufe their utm'oft eri- 
Tke Dona- deavours in reclaiming the Donatifts, and reuniting them to 
ttfa/ty- the church. Their endeavours were crowned with fuccefs f 

for the moftobftinate and ftubbom among thefe fe&aries being 
driven out of the province, the reft yielded to reafon, and 
were received again into the church % fo that the christians 
there enjoyed a profound tranquillity till thofe who had been 

td were recalled by the emperor Julian*. But this year 

ingarus is chiefly remarkable for a great battle between the Perfians 

and Romans, fought in ilhe neighbourhood of Slngarus, a city 
of Mefopotamia. The Perfians had pofted thcmfelves there* 
and fortified their camp with a deep ditch and ramparts ; 
on which, as well as on the neighbouring hills, they had 

r Lib an. orat. 13. p. 386. Julian, orat. x. p. 74. ^Thi- 
oph. p. si. Baudr. p. 45.. "Athan. folit p. 819. 

• Cod. Theodof. chron p. 46. 47. p Theodi hit. vit. patnim. I. 

ii. c. 8. p. 13. iConcil. torn. ii. p. 713. * Ph i lostoro. I. 

iii. c. 12. p. 4$. SosAT, 1. ii. c. 23. p. 107. 

placed 



prtffed in 

Africa. 



The btttli 



Chap. 26. Tfo Roman Hijlory. 377 

placed an incredible dumber of archers ; their army was very 

numerous, and oompofcd almoft of all the nations of the eaft, 

Sapor their king being determined to put the whole to the if- 

fue of a general engagement, and end, if pofiible, by a fingle 

victory, fo tedious and expenfive a war. He did not doubt 

but the Romans would attack him In his camp, and therefore 

had fortified it with extraordinary care, and placed bodies of 

archers on all the eminences which commanded the avenues 

leading to it. Accordingly the Romans* finding they could 

by no means intice the enemy into the open field, forced 

Conjlantius to lead them up to the very ramparts of their 

camp, which they attacked with a fury hardly to be expref- yy # 

fed, and forced, in fpite of the fhowcrs of arrows that were mans force 

discharged upon them from the eminences, and the vigorous Perfian 

refinance they met with from thofe in the camp* Cireat camp* 

numbers of the Perftans were cut in pieces, and the reft 

either put to flight, or taken prifoners : amongft the latter 

was the king's fon, whom the Romans are f-td to have put to 

death, after having caufed him to he publicly beaten with 

rods f . Thus the Romans made themfelves mafters of the 

enemy's camp, baggage, and treafures : but while they were, 

without the leaft apprehenfion of danger, quenching their 

drought with the freih water, of which they found great 

plenty in the camp, the Perfian archers rallying, fell 

upon them unexpectedly, and /hatched the victory, to ufe 

the expreffion of Libanius** out of their hands. In this at- 2 tf n 9 

tack, which happened in the night* time, great havock was great *ofs 

made of the Romans ; but neverthclefs the Perfians y as foon 

as day began to appear, withdrew beyond the Tigris y 

and broke down the bridges, which they had laid over 

that river, that the Romans might not purfuc them m . The 

Jofs was great on both fides ; but the Romans^ by remaining 

mafters of the field, .claimed the victory w. The following 

year, when JJlpius Limmius an J A: mi us Carulinus were 

confuls, the city of B try t us was in great part overturned by 

an earthquake; which fo frightened^ the inhabitants, that J ^V 

fucb of them as had not yec embraced the chriftian religion, ^Btryeus 

crouded to the churches to be baptized : but the lives of fuch * ry 

converts, not inftrufifcd in the holy myfleries, and the duties 

of their profeflion, did no great honour to the religion they 

pretended to embrace *• Conjians in the beginning of this 

f Lis. p. 13, Evtrop. p. 588. Julian, p. 43. c Lib. p. 133* 
» Lib. ibid. Julian, orat. 1. p. 4$. ^Ammun, p. 122. 

* ThIOFK. p. 3a, ClDRBtf. D. 2QO. 
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year was in Gaul 7 : there Athanafius took leave of him, upon 
his fetting out for his fee in Egypt* From Gaul hepaf- 

• fed into Illy ri cum* and was on the twenty- feventh of May 
at Sirmlum * ; whence he returned to Gaul before winter. A» 
for Conjlantius* he was on the firft of April at Antioch* and 
fome time after at Edeffa in Mtfrpotamia ; whence he wrote 
to Athanafius* prefling him to haften his return to the eaft# 
He was at Gonftantinople on the third of Oftober \ The law 
enacted this year on the eleventh of April* exempting the ec- 
cJefiaflics from ail civil fun&ions and cmployment$ 9 is com- 
monly afcribed to him. 

The following year 350, when Sergius and Nigrinianus 
were confuls, is remarkable for many great events.. The 
Perftans* notwithftanding the lofs they had fuftained in 348, 
returned this year with a mighty army, an incredible number 
of elephants, and warlike engines of all kinds, and, after 
Nifibis J*, ravag.ng Mefopotamia* and taking feveral ftrong-holds there, 
jiegtd a ^ at down before Niftbis the third time, and left nothing unat-^ 
third time, tempted to reduce that important place. Conjtantius was 

then at a great dtftance, the difturbances which happened this 
year in the weft requiring his prefence there. But the city 
was defended by Lucilianus* father-in-law to Jovian* after- 
wards emperor, an officer of great courage and experience, 
and by the holy biihop James, in whofe prayers the garifon 
and inhabitants confided more than in their own valour and 
arms b. The Perfians battered the walls for feveral days to- 
gether with the many engines which they had brought with 
them for that purpofe, and at the fame time endeavoured to 
undermine them ; but all their efforts proving ineffectual, Sa- 
por caufed the river Mygdonus* flowing through the city, to 
efforts of j, c turned into a new chanel, hoping by that means to diftrefs 

• tne inhabitants for want of water ; but finding them fuffi- 
"wdtred cient, y Applied with welb and fprings within the walls, he 
hcfftJiual. caufed the courfe of the river to be flopped, and by that means 

* laid the whole country round the town under water ; info- 
much, that it fcemed an ifland in the midft of the fea. His 
defign was to overflow the town ; but as it flood on a rifing 
ground, the waters did not quite reach the top of the walls. 
He therefore ordered them to be battered with all kinds Of 
warlike engines from (hips and boats, of which he a (Tern bled 
an incredible number for that purpofe. This attack lafted 
feveral days ; but proving in the end ineffectual, Sapor caufed 
the river to be flopped above the city by a wall or mole of an 

* At 11 a n . apol. 2. p. 774, 8 Cod.Thcod. chronol, p. 48. 

* Idem ibid. b Yh uoiTene. 1, in* c. 23. Theodor, 
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extraordinary breadth and height ; which being fuddenly 
broken down, the waters ruChed with fuch violence againft 
the wall of the city, that it was overturned, and laid level 
with the ground for the fpace of an hundred cubits. Here- 
upon the enemy, believing themfelves now matters of the 
place, advanced with loud (bouts to the attack j but, to their 
great furprize, met with fo vigorous a refinance, the garifon rous re ' 
and inhabitants being encouraged and animated by their holy J*P ance 
bifhop, that they were obliged to retire, after having loft a f^r^ 9 
~reat many men, horfes, and elephants, as the reader will a ~ 

nd related at length by the emperor Julian c . Heaven itfelf 9 '* 
feemed to efpoufe the caufe of the inhabitants of Nifihis ; for 
the Perfiansy during the attack, were fo terrified with dread* 
ful flalhes of lightning, winds, and rain, that they were not 
in a condition either of defending themfelves, or offending the 
enemy <*. They are faid to have loft In this one attack above 
ten thoufand men «. Sapor did all that lay in his power to 
prevent the inhabitants from repairing the breach, annoying 
them with inceflant mowers of arrows, but to no effect j for 
the very next morning he faw, to his great furprize, a new 
wall raifed, and the garifon ready to receive him* He con- 
tinued, however, the fiege, but was, as often as he attacked 
the place, repulfed with great lofs. Befides, his army was 
annoyed with fwarms of fmall flies ; which entering the 
noftrils of the horfes, and the trunks of the elephants, ren- 
dered them quite wild and ungovernable j infbmuch, that 
great numbers of the Perjians were by them trodden under 
foot, and crufhed to pieces. To thefe evils was added a 
dreadful famine, and foon after a plague, which made a ter- 
rible havock in the Perftan camp, and in the end obliged Sa- 
por * defpairing of fuccefs, to raife the fiege, after it had laftcd 
near four months, and retire with the lofs of twenty thoufand 
men and upwards f. The many evils and calamities which 
aiflifted the Pcrfeam during this memorable fiege, arc afcrib* 
ed by Tbeodorct and Sozomen to the prayers of James , bifhop 
of the place. Be that as it will, Sapor was forced to abandon 
the entcrprize, after having, in the transports of his rage, 
put fome of his chief commanders to death, and all thofe who 
had advifed him to this war. He gave no farther trouble to 
the Romans till the year 359, when the war was rekindled, 
as we fhall relate in a more proper place. The hifirory of the 
fiege of Nifibis was written by Vclogefcs bifhop of the place *, 

* Jul. orat. ii. p. 11 6. d Tjikoph. p. 33. « Idem 
ibid. Sc chron. Alcxand. ' Julian. The or h an. ibid. Tjieo 
dor. p. 653, 6 Chron Alex. p. 671, 
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who probably fuccccdcd James in that fee ; but that work hat 

jjot reached our times; 

We fhall now give a fuccinfl account of the disturbances 

in the weft, which encouraged the Per/tans to invade the Ro- 
man dominions, and Jay fiege to Nifibis. Magnentius 9 the 
fon of one Magnus 9 a native of Germany , and commander of 
fome troops appointed to guard the banks of the Rhine , find* 
ing Conjians univcrfaHy defpifed by the army, on account of 
his indolence and inactivity, refolved to difpatch him, and fet 
up for himfelf. Accordingly, having imparted his defign to 
Marceilinus % receiver of the revenues in Gaul 9 to Cbreftus, 
and fome other officers, and gained them over to his intereft, 
on the day appointed for the execution of the plot, Marcelli- 
nus 9 under pretence of celcorating his fon's birth-day, invited 
Magnentius 9 and the chief officers of the army, to an enter- 
tainment, which Iafted till the night was far fpent, when 
Magnentius withdrew, and foon after returned in the impe- 
rial robes, arid with all the enfjgns of fovereignty. Such of 
the company as were privy to the defign, immediately faluted 
him with the title of Auguftuu The reft, who looked upon 
it at firft as a jeft, (and for fuch it had pafied, had the plot 
mifcarried), were eafily prevailed upon, as they were heated 
with wine, to follow the example of the confpirators ; fo 
that Magnentius was, by all who were prefent, acknow- 
ledged emperor. This happened in the city of Autun, on 
the eighteenth of January , while Sergius and Nigrinianus 
were confuls, four years after the council of Sardica % and 
ten after the death of young Conftantine h . The ufurper im- 
mediately feized on the imperial palace at Autun 9 and diftri- 
buted among the populace what fums he found there ; which 
induced, not only the city, but the neighbouring country, to 
efpoufe his caufc. Their example was followed by a body of 
cavalry detached from the army in U/yr!cum 9 to reinforce chat 
in Gaul. Magnentius , upon his firft a/Turning the title of em- 
peror, difpatched one Ga'ifo 9 a principal commander in the 
army, with orders to put Conjians to death. The unhappy 
prince, being informed of what had pa fled, notwithftanding 
Magnentius had ordered the gates of Autun to be kept fhut a 
whole day, and placed guards on all the roads, had thrown 
off the imperial robes, and fled towards Spain. But Ga'ifo 9 
informed of the rout he had taken, followed him clofe with 
a chofen body of troops, and overtaking him at Helena , a 
fmall village at the lout of the Pyrenees , difpatched him there 

>> Zos. p 692. Zonar. p. 12. Jvi % orat. ii. p, iq6, 107. 

Hjer. chron. 

with 
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with many wounds St. Cbryfiftom writes, that the unfor- Conftan* 
tunate prince, finding it impouible to make his efcape, &t&mwdtndm 
flew his children, and then himfelf *. But this is not vouch- 
ed by any antient hi dorian ; nay, we are no -where told, 
that he had any children. Such was the end of Conftans y the 
great Con/ianfine's youngeft fon, in the thirtieth year of hip 
age, and thirteenth of his reign. He was created Cafar on 
the twenty-fifth of December 333, and aflumed the title of 
emperor on t\\e ninth of September 337. He was a zealous de- * 
fender of the chriftian religion, and the orthodox faith, a dc r *~ 
dared enemy to the jfrians 9 Donatifts* and all fe&aries. He * ** 
filled the churches with gifts and offerings, and had nothing 
fo much at heart as the propagation of the gofpel, the abo- 
Jjihing of idt .'a try, and the unity of the church l . Thus A- 
thanafius* who never fpeaks of him but with the greateft re- 
fpe&t ind veneration, giving him conftan tly the title of BieJ* 
fed. The fame writer affures us, that he had received the 
facrament of baptifm, and feems to rank him among the 
martyrs ». On the other hand, the pagan writers lay feveral 
things to his charge. Aurelius Victor writes, that after he 
had reigned forne years with great applaufe, he abandoned 
himfelf to cruelty and avarice ■• Libanius charges him with 
fuffering one Eugenius y and his other favourites, to oppref* 
the people, and fill their own coffers at their expence °. Vic- 
tor the younger complains of his preferring to the mod pro- 
fitable employments fuch as were able to lay down moir. mo- 
ney for them, without any regard to merit *. Eutropius 
likewife finds fault with his minifters, and adds, that the ma- 
ny vices which began to appear in the prince, joined to the ra- 
pacioufnefs of his minifters,rendered him odious to the foldicry, 
and infupportable to the people Zoftmus, an avowed enemy 
to all princes who profefled the christian religion, fpeaks of him 
as the mod cruel and inhuman tyrant that ever wore and dis- 
graced a diadem, and paints him as one addicted to all manner 
of lewdnefs, and guilty of fuch crimes as are moft repugnant 
to nature r . Jurelius Vi ft or r and Zonaras 1 fecm to confirm thjs 
charge. But had it been true, we cannot think the great 
Athanafiusy who could not be unacquainted with it, would 
have commended him on account of his piety, as he frequently 
doei. Libanius, in an oration which he pronounced not long 

1 Zokar. p. is. Zos. p. 693. k Chrts. in Phil, horn, 
p. 143. 1 Ai haw. apol, i. p 078, 6;o. •"Idem 
ibid. " Aur. V ict. p. 527. 0 Li c a n. orat. iii p. 212. 
9 Vict. epit. p. 544. * Kutrop. p. $88. 1 Zos. 1. ii. 

p. 692, f Auk. Vict. p. 527. 1 Zona a. p. if. 

before 
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before his death, extols his continence, and averfion to un* 
lawful pleafures ; which would have been rather deriding than 
commending him, had he been guilty of the above-mentioned 
crimes. 

The cruelty Zonaras writes, that, before the death of Conftans was pub- 
•f Mag- Jidy known, Magnentius fent in his name for all the officers, 
nentiw. whom he thought attached to the deceafed prince's intereft, 

and capable of defeating his own defigns, and caufed them 
to be murdered on the road °. But whether the death of 
Canjlansy and the ufurpation of Magnentius y could be fo long 
kept concealed, we leave the reader to judge. Be that as it 
will, Magnentius, by the death of Conjians, became mailer 
of all the countries beyond the Alps* and foon after of Italy, 
Sicily, and Africa w . To ftrengthen his intereft, he declared 
He declares brother Dcfiderius, and Decent ius, according to feme, his 
Defidcriua ot ber brother, according to others only his con fin > Cdejars. 
andDe- The latter took alfo the names of Magnentius and Magnus, 
centius and is diftinguifhed on his medals with the uncommon title of 
Csfars. Fortijftmus, or Moft valiant *. The news of the death of 

Conftans, and the revolt of Gaul, no fooner reached //- 
Vateranio fy r icum 9 than Veteranio, general of the foot in Pannonia, 
*J[umes the aflumed the imperial robes, and caufed himfelf to be faluted 
*'*k°f™i m w ith the title of Augujlus by the legions under his command. 
8 This happened at Sirmium, on the firft of May, according to 

Idatius y or on the firft of Marcb y as we read in the chronicle 
of Alexandria. He was a native of Upper Maefia, and 
ftricken in years when he ufurped the fovereignty $ but fp 
illiterate, that he thenj firft learnt to read r. Aurelius ViSlor 
fpeaks of him as a man of no parts B . But the emperor Ju~ 
Han writes, that he was no defpicable man * j and Eutropius 
commends him on account of his probity and affability, and 
adds, that as he had fcrved in the army from his infancy, 
and had been always attended with fuccefs, he was univcrfally 
beloved by the foldiery b. It appears, both from the chroni- 
cle of Alexandria c and from his medals d , that he was a 
chriftian *. Pbikjhrgius f and Theopbanes * write, that he 
was inverted with the purple by Conftantia, the eldeft fifter 
of Conjlant iu s , a n d widow of Annibalianus, who cl aimed that 
right, as having been declared emprefs by her brother Cm- 
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/? anting. The emperor Julian does not fpeak of him as an 
ufurper ; and Zonaras tells us, that, in afTuming the imperial 
dignity, he wrote to ConJiantius % a/Turing him, that he had 
nothing in view but to oppofe the ufurper Magnentius ; and 
that he fhould always look upon himfelf rather as his lieute- 
nant, than an emperor or fovereign *. Philoftorgius adds, 
that Conftantius confirmed to him the title of emperor, and 
fent him the diadem Befides Magnentius and Veteranio, 
a third pretender to the empire ftarted up, viz. Flavins Po- Nepotia- 
pilius Nepotianus y the ion of Eutropia, fitter to Conftantlne nma/famgs 
tie Great * who, having aflembled a company of gladiators the title of 
and feveral others of defperate fortunes, a/Turned the pur- emperor, 
pie on the third of June* and in that attire prefented himfelf 
before the gates of Rome. The prefect Anicetus* who com- Romci 
manded there for Magnentius* faliied out againft him with 
a body of Romans* who were foon repulfed, and driven back 
into the city ; which Nepotianus took not long after, and 
filled with blood and /laughter, putting to death among the 
reft the prefect Anicetus. Magnentius was no fooner informed 
of what had happened, than he fent Marcellinus* his chief fa- 
vourite and prime minifter, againft this new competitor. A>- 
potianus received him with great refolution ; whereupon a 
bloody battle enfued between the foldiers of Magnentius and 
the Romans who had efpoufed the caufe of Nepotianus ; but 
the latter being betrayed by a fen a tor, named Heraclltus* his 
men were put to flight, and he himfelf killed, after having & € i t j? a i m 
enjoyed the fovereignty twenty-eight days *. Marcellinus 
ordered his head to be carried on the point of a lance through 
the chief ftreets of the city, put all thofe to death who had 
declared for him, and, under pretence of preventing future 
difturbances, commanded a general mafiacre of fuch as were 
any- ways related to Conftantlne* On this occafion many per- 
fons of great diftinftion were inhumanly murdered, and among 
the reft Eutropta* the mother of Nepotianus K Soon after, Mag* 
nentius himfelf came to Rome* to raife the necefiary fupplies 
for carrying on the war againft Conftantius* who was making 
great preparations to attack him, and revenge the murder of 
his brother. The tyrant, during his ftay at Rome> put many Rome ty- 
perfons of diftindtion to death, whom Marcellinus had fpa- rannicatfy 
red, in order to feize their eftates, and opprcfl'ed the reft in a epprefftih) 

moft tyrannical manner, obliging them, under pain of death, Magnen- 
tius. 

* Zona*, p 14. 1 Philostgrc, p. 55. k Zos. 

J. ii. p. 693. Eutrop, p. 588. Aur. Vict. p. 527 Am* 

to 1 a n. p. 3 16, 319. 1 Tusm 1st. orat. iii. p. 4*3. Julian. 
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to contribute half what they were worth towards the expert- 
ces of the approaching war* Having by this means raifed 
great fums, he aflembled a mighty army, confiding of Ro- 
mans, Germans, Gauls , Franks , Britons* Spaniards tic* 
but at the fame time dreading the uncertain i flues of war; 
he difpatched embaffadors to Conftantius^ with offers of an ac- 
commodation *. That prince was then at Antioch % where, 
upon thj firft advice of his brother's death, he had caufed 
himfelf to be acknowledged emperor of the weft, and, to 
fupport that title, had aflembled all the troops difperfed in the 
feverai provinces of the eaft, and a more powerful fleet, if the 
emperor Julian is to be credited, than that with which Xer- 
xes formerly invaded Greece m i Theodoret writes, that Con- 
ftantius, before he fet out on his march to Europe, exhorted 
all his foidiers to receive the facrament of baptifm, and dif- 
mifled fuch as refufed to be baptised, declaring, that he could 
not prevail upon himfelf to expofe to the dangers of a war per- 
fons not initiated in the holy myfteries n . This feems to us 
fome-what ftrange, fince Conftantius himfelf was not yet 
Conftanti- baptized. Be that as it will, Conftantius fet out from Antiocb 
us marches about the beginning of the autumn, and patting through Con- 
xgainft bim ftantinople arrived at Heraclea* where he was met by depu- 
ties from Magnentius and Veteranio* who had agreed to fup- 
port each other, in cafe Conftantius would not hearken to an 
accommodation. The terms propofed by their deputies were, 
that they were ready to affift him with all their forces againft 
the Perfians and other barbarians, and to acknowledge him as 
the firft emperor, provided he fuffered them to enjoy the fame 
title. The deputies of Magnentius propofed in his name a 
match between him and Conftantia* or rather Conftantina 9 
the filter of Conftantius* and widow of Annibalianus , offering 
at the fame time to Conftantius the lifter of Magnentius °. 
We are told, that while Conftantius was deliberating with him- 
felf whether or no he fhould yield to thefe terms, and come 
to an agreement with the two pretended emperors, his father 
Conftantine appeared to him in a dream the night following, 
and prefenting Conftans to him, commanded him to revenge 
his death, ana allured him of fuccefs in fo commendable an 
Conftanti- un dertaking. Hereupon Conftantius, refolved to hearken to 
us reitas " no lcrms » ordered the deputies both of Magnentius and Ve- 
the terms of ' Cranio 9 to be committed to cuftody ; and purfuing his march 

mm actom- 
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with incredible expedition, arrived at Sardica, before Vetera- 
nio knew of his departure from Heraclea. However, he 
affembled in hade what troops he could, refolved to put the 
whole to the iflue of a battle j which Conftantius wifely decli- 
ned, offering to conclude afeparate treaty with Veteranio^ that 
he might not have two enemies to contend with at once. Vetera- 
nt$ hearkened to the propofal, and, being acknowledged em- 
peror by Conftantius* joined jhim with all his forces. The two 
princes, after the conjunction of their forces, mounted the 
tribunal together to harangue their troops. ConJiantius y who 
fpoke the firft, reminded the foldiers, in a very elegant and 
artful fpeech, of their obligations to his father ; of the boun- 
ties they had received at his hands ; of the oaths of allegiance 
which they had taken to his fons, &c. and concluded with 
exhorting them not to fuffer the inhuman murder of his bro- 
ther, the fon of fo great a prince, to pafs unrevenged : and 
declaring, that he only demanded what was in juftice due to 
him, it being agreeable to the laws of equity, that to a brother 
fhould fucceed a brother, and not a ftranger, much lefs an 
open enemy to the whole imperial family p . Tho* this fpeech 
was levelled againft Magnentius alone, yet the foldiers, apply- 
ing it to Veteranio^ cried out aloud, That they acknowledged 
no other emperor but Conftantius^ pulled Veteranio down Veteranio 
from the tribunal, and obliged him to quit the purple depojht by 
and diadem ; who thereupon threw himfelf at Con/la nt ius's the fit Jury 
feet, and implored his mercy. The emperor received 
him with great kindnefs, embraced him, ftyled him fa- 
ther} entertained him at his table, and afterwards fent 
him to Prujia in Bithynia, where he allowed him a 
maintenance fuitable to his quality. This happened, ac- 
cording to fome, at Sirmium 9 according to others, ac 
Naiffus 9 on the twenty-fifth of December 350. Veteranio 
i'pent the refidue of his life, which was fix years, in works 
of piety, in aflifting daily at the holy myfteries, in relieving 
the diftrefled, &c. without ever intermeddling with affairs of 
ftate ; nay, he is faid to have written frequently to Cotijlan- 
tiusy returning him thanks for having delivered him from the 
anxiety and cares attending the fovereignty, and by that 
means procured him the happinefs he enjoyed 4. 

The following year, Magnentius entered upon his firft 
confullhip, and took Gaifo for his collegue, rewarding him 
with that dignity for the murder of Con/tans ; but as neither 

* Jut. orat. ii. p. 143. Zos. p. 694. Atham. folit. 
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of them was acknowledged in the countries fubjecl: to Con- 
Jlantius 9 the prefent year is in all the fafti dated thus, the 
year after the confulate of Sergius and Nigrinianus r . Conftan- 
tiusy now matter of all IJlyricum y which was held by Vetera- 
mo 9 and of the aripy he commanded, confiding of an incre- 
dible number of foot and twenty thoufand horfe, refolved ta 
march againft Magnentius, as foon as the feafon would allow 
him to take the field, and attack the tyrant in his own do- 
minions. In the mean time, upon advice that the Perjians 
were preparing to invade the eaftern provinces, he married his 
filler Conftantinay the widow of AnnibalianuSy to Gallus his 
coufin-german, the fon of his uncle Julius Conftantius 5 
created him C&far on the fifteenth of March ; allotted him 
for his fhare not only the eaft, but Thrace too and Conftanti- 
nople i and fent him to Antioch to oppofe the PerfianSy in cafe 
of an invafion Philoftorgius writes, that before the two 
princes parted, they took a folemn oath, in the prefence of 
Tbeopbtlusy and the other bifliops then at court, to maintain 
an inviolable fidelity to each other r . The Perjians contented 
themfelves with only making fome inroads into the Roman do- 
minions ; but were conftantly repulfed by Gallus «. Thefe 
inroads and incurfions are the war mentioned by Philoftor- 
gius and Theopbanes *, and laid to have been finifhed with 
great glory by Gallus Cccfar. About the fame time that Gal- 
ius wa§ created Co: far by Conftantius % Magnentius who was 
then at Milan 9 gave the fame title, according to Zonaras , 
to his brother Dccentiusy whom he difpatched into Gauly to 
defend that country againft the barbarians, who had invaded 
it ; for Cznftantius had not only flirted up the Franks and 
Saxons to break into that province, bypromi/ing to relinquifh 
to them all the places they (hould reduce, but had fent them 
large fupplics of money and arms for that purpofe y . The bar- 
barians, upon this encouragement, invaded Gaul with a 
mighty army, overthrew Decent i its in a pitched battle, com- 
mitted every -where dreadful ravages, and reduced the coun- 
try to the deplorable condition in which Julian found it, as 
he himfelf relates at length, in the year 356 *. In the mean 
time, Magnentius having aflcmbled a numerous and formid- 
able aimy, confifting chiefly of Gauls 9 Franksy and Saxonsy 

» Buch. cycl. 240. Socrat. J. n\ c. 29. p. 120. f Au.rc. 
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1 Ph ilostorg. 1. iv. c i.p. 63. u Ammian. 1. xiv. p. 7, 

«. w Phuostorg. p. 60. "Thkofh. p. 34. y Li- 
tjan, orat. aii. p. 269. * Jut, cpill ad Athcn. p. 511. 



~ 1 2. 



left 



Chap. 26. "The Roman Hijfory. 3S7 

left Italy, arid cfoffing the Alps that part it from Noricutn* 
advanced into the plains of Pannonia, where Conjlantius* 
whofe main ftiength confided in cavalry, was waiting for him. 
Magnentius, hearing that his competitor was encamped at a 
fmall diftance, difpatched a meflenger to him, inviting him 
into the extenfive plains of Scifcia on the Save, to decide there 
which of them had the bed title to the empire; Conjlantius 
accepted the challenge with great joy, and ordered his troops 
to file off towards Scifcia ; but as they marched in diforder, 
they fell into an ambufcade, and were put to flight with 
great (laughter a . Magnentius 9 puffed up with this fuccefs, Magneh- 
quickened his march towards Scifcia y without hearkening to tius reje&s 
the terms propofed to him by Philip in Conjlantine 9 * name, *U termi 
who, dreading the evil confcquences of a civil war, offered to °ft tasem 
yield to him the prefecture of Gaul ; that is, Gaul, Spain* 
and Britain, and to acknowledge him emperor, upon condi- 
tion that he relinquiihed Italy. Philip being difmifled, Mag- 
nentius attempted to pafs the Save in the neighbourhood of 
Scifcia ; but the garifon fallying out, and Conjlantius* who 
was at a fmall diftance, haftening with a ftrong detachment 
to fupport them, Magnentius's men were put to flight* and 
great numbers of them cut in pieces. But the ufurper, not* 
withftanding this defeat, fent a few days after one Titianus, a 
Roman fenator, with the character of embafTador, to Con- 
jlantius, advifing him, if he tendered his life, to relinquifh 
the empire, and pafs the refidue of his days in retirement. 
To this haughty meffage, and the bitter invectives uttered by 
Titianus again ft the great Conftantinc and his children, which 
Zafimus himfelf ftyles outrageous infults b, Con fi an tius an- 
fwered with great temper, That he did not doubt, but heaven 
would efpoufe his caufe, and revenge the blood of his bro- 
ther on the author of his death *i While the two armies lay at , 
a fmall diftance from each other, Sylvanus, of whom hereaf- 
ter, abandoning Magnentius, fled over to Conjlantius + with 
a confiderable body of cavalry under his command. Mag- Scifcia 
nentius, no-ways diflieartened at his defection, attacked ScTf taken fy 
cia ; and having taken it by aflault, and levelled it with the Magnet- 
ground, he laid wafte the whole country lying on the Save, y US f*J 
and then fat down before Sirmium, the metropolis of Illyri- ™[y t fo 
cum 5 but not being able to reduce it, he removed from * * 
thence, and laid clofe fiege to Murfa ; which obliged Con~^ r ° Un '~ 
Jlantiu* to quit his camp at Cibale, where his father had for- 
merly defeated Licinius, and haften to the relief of the place. 

* 2os. p.p. 6gf. Jul. tfrat. i. & ii. p. 64, 181. i» Zoff. 
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AfagPUfAius 9 informed of bis approach, placed four thoufand 
Gauls in a neighbouring wood, with orders to fall upon the 
enemy's rear, when they found both armies engaged. But 
Conftantius* receiving timely notice of the ambufcade, feized 
all the avenues leading to the wood, by which means the 
party was cut off d . After this, Conjlantius approached 
Muifdy and drew up his army in the adjoining plain along 
the Drave or Draw, on which Murfa flood, the river being 
on his right, and Magnentius's left. Both armies, thus 
ranged in battle-array, continued in the prefence of each o- 
ther till the clofe of the day, during which time Magnentius, 
though he profefTed the chriftian religion, is faid to have fa- 
crificed, by the advice of a magician, a virgin, and to nave 
obliged his men to drink of her blood mixed with wine e . At 

fM**/' ^ en S tn tIie % na l was g iven > and the two armies advanced a- 
9/ Muna, g a i n ft. eac h ot h er w £th a fury hardly to be exprefled. Mag- 

nentius's centre, according to the account of the emperor 
Julian f, was, at the firft onfet, put in difordcr by Conftan- 
tizts's left wing and cavalry ; which Magnentius* who had 
drawn them up unflcilfully, as being altogether ignorant of the 
art of war, no fooner observed, than he abandoned them, 
and betook himfelf to a fhameful flight. His men, efpecially 
the Gauls and barbarians, afhamed to follow the example of 
their leader, though broken and in the utmoft confufion, of- 
ten rallied in platoons, and, in fpite of the utmoft efforts of 
the victorious army, ftood their ground till the night wai 
farfpent, having no refource but in vi£tory, and Being ani- 
mated by their commanders, who were men of great valour 
Magnen- arid experience. Thus the emperor Julian. But Z*z/~ 
tius ovtr- fnus s anc | Zonaras * write, that Magnentius did not retire 
thrown. his army was intirely routed ; and Eutropius* that he nar- 

rowly efcaped falling into the enemy's hands. Zonaras adds, 
' that, to avoid being taken, he turned his horfe loofe, adorned 
as he was with the imperial ornaments, that the enemy, ima- 
gining the rider to have been flain, might not purfue him 
As for the battle, Zonaras tells us, that fortune favoured 
fometimes one fide, and fometimes the other k ; and Zoji- 
mus^ that the victory was long doubtful ; and that Conftantius y 
grieved to fee fo much blood fhed for a few provinces, fent 
even in the heat of the combat, deputies to Magnentius* with 
terms for an accommodation ; but that the foldiers and offi- 

* Jul. ibid. Am m ian. 1. xv. p. 44.. Zona*, p. 15. Zos. 1. ii. 
p. 698. « Zonar. p. 15. f Jul. orat. 1, ii. p. 65, tofy; 
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cers of the tyrant, rejecting them with the utmoft indignation, 
fought like men in defpair, till the night was far fpent, when 
they were at length put to flight by Conftantius 9 s cavalry, 
armed cap-a-pe, and purfued to their camp; which was taken 
and pillaged 1. Some, favoured by the darknefs of the 
night, made their efcape ; but the far greater part were ei- 
ther cut in pieces, or puihed into the river and drowned m . 
Such was the iflue of the memorable battle of Murfa 9 fought, 
according to the emperor Julian % about the end of the au- 
tumn ; but, according to Idatzus* on the twenty-eighth of 
September, Zonaras writes, that Magnentius loft bri this oc- 
calion twenty-four thoufand men, and Conftantius thirty 
thoufan i ; which we can hardly believe. However that be, The Baffle 
it is certain that the empire was greatly weakened by this of Murfa 
blow, and that the battle of Murfd is generally reckoned fatal to 
by the ahticnts one of the moft dreadful calamities that the emfiri m 
ever happened to Rome °. Moft of the officers on both 
fides were killed, and among the reft Menelaus y who com- 
manded the Armenian archers under Conftantius , and had fig- 
nalized himfelf during the engagement in a very eminent 
manner. He was flain by Romulus the enemy's general, who 
being mortally wounded by him, would not retire till he had 
killed the perfon, who had g^iven him the wound. We are 
told, that Menelaus was famous for his lkill in archery ; that 
he ufed to (hoot three arrows at a time, which did execu- 
tion in three different places ; and that this greatly contri- 
buted to the victory p. Marcellinus^ the chief author of this 
war, and all the evils attending it, Ognalized his courage in 
the battle, but was never afterwards heard of, nor could 
his body be found ; whence he was believed to have been! 
drowned in the river Though we are not told in exprefs 
terms by any writer, that Conjlantius was in perfon at the 
battle of Murfa^ yet we can fcarce believe what we read in 
Sulpicius Sever us* viz. that not daring to appear in the Held, 
he waited the iffue of the combat in a neighbouring church r . 
As foon as It was day, (for the battle continued almoft all Aninftanc* 
night) the emperor, beholding from an adjoining eminence the of Con- 
plain covered, and the river choaked up, with dead bodies, ttantius'i 
could not refrain from tears at fo melancholy a fight, and good na- 
being more grieved at the flaughter of fo many men, than ***** 
rejoiced at the victory, he ordered all the flain to be buried 

1 Zos. p. 699. m Jul. orat. i. ii. p. 67, 1 10. 11 Idem, 
craft, i. p. 69. 0 Vict. cpit. Hier. chron. Eutrop.&c, 
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without diftin&ion, and fuch as were wounded to be attended 
With care. At the fame time, he caufed a general pardon 
to be proclaimed for all thole who had borne arms againft 
him ; thofe only were excepted who had been concerned in 
Magnen- the death of his brother Conjtans f . Magnentius % abandoning 
tiiis retires Pannonia, fled with the remains of his (ha tic red army into 
to ItaJy. Italy, there to recruit his broken forces, and try the fortune 

of another battle Con/I ant ius did not purfue him, becaufe 
the winter approached, fays Julian and like wife, without 
all doubt, becaufe his army was greatly fatigued, weakened, 
and confequently not in a condition to undertake any new 
expedition. 

The following year, Decentius Cafar and Paulus were 
acknowledged confuls at Heme, and Conjlantius the fifth 
time, with G alius C^far, at Conftantinople* Conjlantius 
parted the winter at Sirmium 9 as appears from the dates of 
feveral of his conftitutions. By one dated the twenty- 
fixth of February of this year 352, and addreffed to the pre- 
fect RufinuS) he granted to eunuchs the liberty of making 
teftaments w ; whence it is evident, that, till his time, they 
had been excluded from that privilege. Conjlantius was a 
great favourer of eunuchs, and intirely governed by them, and 
his other dotaeftics *. Magnentius having, after the battle of 
Murfa, fortified the pattes of the Alps, and left a fufficicnt 
number of troops to defend them, remained the whole win- 
ter at Aquileia, patting his time, if "Julian is to be credited 
in feafhng and debaucheries, as if no danger threatened him. 
Conftanti- But ConJiani:us 9 as foon as the feafon was proper for a&ion, 
uspaffes aflembled his troops : and having, without the lofs of one 
Julian man, turpi, led and taken a cattle on the Alps i in which 
Alps* Magnentius had left a fhong garifon* advanced in order to 

force the reft. His fudden approach ft ruck the tyrant with 
fuch terror, that he immediately abandoned 4quileia y and or- 
dered tiie troops that guarded the other pafles on the Alps to 
follow him. By this means Conjlantius , entering Jtafy with- 
out oppolition, made himfelf matter of Aquileia, and the 
neighbouring country. From thence he advanced to Pavia * 
where Magnentius gained a confiderable advantage over him ; 
Which, however, dhi not prevent him from reducing the 
whole country bordering on the Po* Magnentius** men aban- 
doning him in whole troops, and delivering up to the enemy 
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the places they garifoned. This fo di (heartened the tyrant, 
that in the end he left Italy, and retired with all his forces 
into Gaul*. Zqfityus writes, that he abandoned Italy , be- Magnen- 
caufe he found the city of Rome greatly attached to Con/tan- tius aban~ 
tius * j and Socrates* that before he withdrew into Gaul, he dons Italy, 
came to Rome, and there put a multitude of perfons of all ™* r ** r ** 
ranks to death Conftantius was matter of Rome and Italy 9Hia Gaul - 
before the third of November , for we find a law bearing that 
date, addrefled to the Roman people, wherein the emperor 
declares void fome of the ads of Alagnentius*. But, not Africa, Si- 
fatisfied with driving him from Italy, he fent a powerful fleet cily ana* 
to feize on Africa and Carthage ; which immediately fub- Spain ad- 
mitted, as did foon after Sicily and Spain d . At the fame dare for 
time fcveral cities in Gaul revolted from the tyrant, and ConAau* 
among the reft Treves* the inhabitants of which important *i« s . 
place fhutting their gates againft Decentius Cafar, the tyrant's 
brother, declared for Conftantius, and chofe one Pemenes to 
govern them in his name *. Magnentius, apprehending his 
affairs to be now in a defperate condition, difpatched to Con- 
Jlantius a fenator, and after him fome bifhops, to treat of a 
peace, offering to reiign the fovereignty, upon condition that 
the emperor would grant him his life, and fome honourable 
employment. But the emperor treated the fenator as a fpy, 
and difmified the bifhops, without deigning to return them 
any anfwer f. Hereupon Magnentius, perceiving there was 
no room left for pardon, recruited his army in the beft man- 
ner he could, and difpatched an aflaffin into the eaft to mur- 
der Gallus ( afar, hoping that his death would oblige the 
emperor to withdraw his forces from Gaul, and march in 
perfon to the defence of the eaftern provinces, threatened by 
the Perfians. The aflaffin had already gained fome of Gallus 9 % 
guards ; but the plot being difcovered, before it could be put 
in execution, they were all feized and executed as traitors s . 
Some difturbances however happened this year in the eaft, The Jews 
raifed, in all likelihood, and fomented by the emiflaries of revolt, but 
Magnentius ; for in Paleftine the Jews took arms, and cut- arefcverely 
ting the throats of the foldiers in the night, fet up one Pa- punijbea** 
tricius for their prince ; and over-running all Paleftine, and 
the neighbouring places, committed every- where dreadful 
diforders, exerting their cruelty chiefly upon the Samaritans. 
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But G alius ) who was then at Antioch* marching againft 
them upon the firft news of their revolt, cut great numbers 
of them in pieces, without (paring either their women pr 
children, laid waite their country, and burnt feveral of their 
cities ; among the reft Tiberias , Diofpolis 9 and Diocecfurea* 
The laft city he razed to the ground, and put all the Jews he 
found in it to the fwbrd, becaufe the revolt had begun there K 
The Jews committed like wife fomc difordeis in Gaul, where 
they (tabbed a man of great diftindlion, who, after having 
governed Egypt, had been fent by Conftantius into Gaul y and 
would, in all likelihood, had he not been thusfuddenly taken off, 
have prevailed upon the inhabitants to declare for Conftantius. 
His tomb and epitaph were difcovered many ages after in the 
Qonftan- village of Pcyruis on the Durance*. Toward* the clofe of 
tiu> mar- tn is, or the beginning of the following year 353, Conjlantius 
rit-xEufe- marr ied Eu]ebia y a' native of 7 'hejfaloni *ca , the metropolis of 
t>ia» Afacedon, and the daughter of a confular, and of a lady who 

is greatly commended for her ch'aftity, and the extraordinary 
care flie took in educating her children after the death of her 
hufband k . She had two brothers, Eufebms and Hypatius 9 
whom we fhall fee confuls in 359. The emperor feht for her 
out of Macedon, married her with great folemriity, loved her 
to the laft, more than he had done any of his other wives, 
(for he had had feveral) and, to perpetuate the memory of 
her name, made a new diocefe, comprehending Biihynia* 
and fume other provinces, to which he gave the name of 
Pietas or Piety y the import of the Greek word Eufebia *. 
Wer cba- She is greatly commended by Ammtanus Zojimus n , and 
ra8er % above all by Julian^ who wrote her panegyric about the year 

357 o, for her beauty, virtue, obliging behaviour, (kill in 
polite learning, prudence, 13c. Julian was indebted to her 
both for his lite, and the dignity of Crfar She was no 
iboner invefted with power, than (he raifeJ to the firft 
employments all her relations, and the friends of her family**. 
On the other hand Vittor the younger charges her with not 
imitating the example of the emprefs Plotina, who advifed 
her hufoand Trajan to prefer the intereft of his people to 
that of the exchequer Baronius fpeaks of her as a profef- 
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fed enemy td the catholic church, and a zealous favourer of 
the Arians, probably induced thereunto by what he had read 
in Athanajius and Theodoret, of whom the former fays in 
general terms, that the Arians were fupported by the credit 
of women f ; and the latter, that the emprefs having fent 
money to Liber i us y biftiop of Rome* to be di ft rib uted among 
the indigent chriftians, he could not be prevailed upon to 
accept it, faying, Let the emprefs employ as her almoners 
her Arian bifiiops, Auxentius and Epiftetus c . Suidas tells us, 
that Leontius, bifhop of Tripoli in Lydia y refuting to watt upon 
the emprefs, becaufe (he had received other bifhops with great 
haughtincfs, fbe fent for him ; but he, inftead of complying 
immediately with her meflagc, acquainted her, that he thought! . 
himfelf obliged to avoid appearing before her, unlefs ihe pro-4 H^u A tJ*<U*& 
mifed to receive him with that refpedi which was due tol , / - . > 

his character j that is, to defcend from her throne, as foon|We^"74 Cc 

as he appeared, to meet him near the door 5 to receive hi»Wi^jK t C> 
bleffing in an humble poiture ; and ftand till he had taken hisj 
place, and given her leave to fit down. The emprefs, tran- 
sported with rage, (ays the hiftorian, at this anfwer, and fuel- 
led with pride, uttered, in the height of her fury, dreadful me- 
naces againft the bifliop ; and complaining to Conjlantius of 
his unreafonable pretentions, endeavoured to ini'pire him 
with her own rage. But the emperor, giving no ear to her 
complaints, commended the btfhop for thus maintaining his , ~ 

facred dignity and character, and defired the emprefs to retire • 
to her apartment till her anger was allayed ». Both Suidas 
and Pbiloftorgius w beftow mighty encomiums on L$ontius % 
and paint him as a man of extraordinary merit » but to us he 
feems to have been, at leaft, deftitute of prudence and 
difcretion. The prelates of the church ought not to flatter 
princes with a mean complaifance ; but neither are they al- 
lowed, in admonifliing them of their faults, to be wanting to 
that refpedt which is due to their high ftation. Eufebia proved 
barren; whence, either out ofjealoufy, or for fome reafonv 
of ftate unknown to us, ihe obliged her fiftcr-in-law Helena^ 
whom Julian bad, by her intereft, obtaiued in marriage 
of ConJlantiuSy to take a potion, which made her mifcarry as ? 
often as flic proved with child ». Julian married her about 
the end of the year 355, and this potion was given her, as 
Ammianus allures us, at Rome in 357* Before that time flic 
lud been delivered in Gaul of a fon, the only child flic could 
yet have j but he was difpatched by the midwife, not without 
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private orders from Eufebia, uneafy at Julian's having any 
iffue. Eufebia was ftill living in the year 359, but dead 
fome time before the end of the year 360 f . We are told, 
that (he died of a diftemperoccafioncd by her barrennefs ; and 
that her death was haftened by a remedy with which an un- 
fkilful woman pretended to remove it B . Conjfantius was this 
year, as appears from the dates of his laws, on the twenty* 
fixth of February and fifth of March at Sirmiutn 5 on the 
eighth of April at Sabaria in Pannonia 5 on the twenty- 
feventh of the fame month, the thirteenth of May, and the 
twenty-fourth of June, at Sirmium 5 on the third of November 
at Milan ; and on the firft of December again at Sirmium ■« 

The following year, when Conftantius was conful the 
fixth time, and Gal/us Ceefar the fecond, the war againft 
Magnentius was carried on with more vigour than ever, 
and happily ended by a third battle, fays Julian b , fought 
by the emperor's generals in the Cottian Alps, that is, in the 
higher Dauphine, near a caftle called Mans Seleucus, or Mons 
Scleuci which flood between Die and Gap, not far from the 
place where the prefent borough of Afpres ftands «. Magnen- 
t£s^/*«f- tlUi * s forces being in this battle likewife routed and broken, 
e^lnQzwU the tvrant took Alitor in Lions ; but the few foldiers who 

* attended him, defpairing now of any further fuccefs, refolved 
to purchafe the emperor's favour, by delivering up to him 
his rival, the author of the prefent calamitous war 5 and ac- 
cordingly furrounded the houfe where he lodged, to prevent 
his cfcape. It was probably on this occafion that Magnen- 
tius addrefifog himfelf to his men, they, inftcad of liftening 
to him, cried out with one voice, Long live Conftantius 
Auguftus. This at leaft Teems to us more probable than what 
we read in Socrates d and Soxomen % viz. that Magnentius, 
endeavouring in a fet fpeech to encourage his men, whofe 
fpirits began to fink under their ill fortune, they, forced by 
a fuperior impulfe, inftcad of Long live Magnentius Auguftus, 
cried out- with one voice, Long live Conftantius Auguftus. 
From this miracle, add thefe two authors, Magnentius con- 
cluded, that his rival was favoured by heaven ; and therefore 
from that time forward, laying all other thoughts afide, ftudied 
only haw to make his efcape. The tyrant, well apprifed of the 
intention of his men, and thereupon transported with rage and 
tlefpair, firft flew with his own hand his mother, his brother 
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Difiderius* whom he had created Cmfar 9 and fuch of his re- 
lations and friends as were with him ; and then fixing his 
fword in a wail, threw himfelf upon it, to avoid by that«f/*j* 
means a more fhameful death, which he well deferved, and violent 
had juft reafon to apprehend, if he fell alive into the hands 
of Conftantius t Such was the dtferved end of the tyranc and b **fi'r* 
ufurpcr Magnentius^ the firft, fay fome writers, who brought 
a fcandal upon chriftianity, of which he made an outward 
profeffion, by the murder of his lawful fovereign. But we 
have fhcwn pretty plain in the reign of the emperor Philip* 
that he was the nrft chriftian who imbrued his hands in the 
blood of his fovereign. All authors agree, that Magnentius 
died this year 353, about the middle of Juguft* fays Socrates , 
after he had held the fupreme power three years, and near 
feventh months, being, at the time of his death, about fifty 
years old. His head was, by the emperor's orders, cut off, 
and carried through moft of the provinces of the empire g . 
His brother Decentius Cafar 9 who was marching to his affift- 
ance, and had already reached Sens* hearing of his death, and 
finding himfelf fur rounded on all fides by the enemy's forces, 
chofe rather to ftrangle himfelf, than to fall alive into the Decentius 
emperor's hands. His death happened on the eighteenth of Caefar 
-duguft h . On fome of his medals he is ftyled Augrtftus y ft ran S^ es 
and both on his, and thofe of Magnentius,, mention is made b* m f* l f m 
of a victory gained by the two Jugujiiy and by C*far l . 
This vi&ory is perhaps the advantage they gained over Con- 
Jfantius at pavia> as we have related above ; after which 
Magnentius probably gave Decentius the title of emperor. 
Zonaras writes, that Defiderius was not killed by Magnentius 9 
but dangeroufly wounded ; and that, upon his recovery, he 
yielded himfelf up to Conjlantius k . That author does not 
tell us what reception he met with ; but jfulian fays in ge- 
neral terms, that Conftantius after the vi&ory fheathed his 
fword, and fpared thofe who were fufpecled of the greateft 
crimes, the tyrant's fivou rices and confidents, and fuch as, 
taking upon them to difcharge his embafiies, had abufed their Conftanti* 
prince in a moft outrageous manner. The writer means no «s\r <Zr- 
doubt Titianus % of whofe embafjy to Conftantius^ and infolent nteney #*- 
behaviour, we have fpoken above; as does likewife Tbmif- **IM tyt&i 
fif4s 9 where he tells us, that the emperor having got into hisM*W r S* f| 
power the pcrfon, with whofe outrages he had been moft 
affected, he not only forgave him, but requited his invectives 

f Zonar. p. x6. Zos. 1. ii. p. 701. Jul. orat. i. p. 73. Vict. 
epit. g Vict. epit. p. 544. Ammian. I. xxii. p. 227. 
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with innumerable favours, the fenfe of which ktndnefs, from 
the hands of a prince whom he had fo infolently abufed, 
broke his heart K Thus the panegy rifts. But hiftorians do 
'l* h T not *P ca k favourably of Conftantius ; for Xofimus tells us, 
Kvbombtf- t k at not ao j e to tear his good fortune, he grew proud, haughty, 

*ffT** an< * imperious » ; and L'tbanius, that thofe who had ferved un- 
l J tr ' j er Magnentius* dreading the feverity of Conjiantius , and 

not daring to ihew themfelves, turned public robbers, and 
infefted the highways, till they were again taken into the fer- 

, - , . vice by Julian n . Ammianus allures us, that the emperor 

"federal 0? arc d nonc wno na< ** or wcrc "*fpe£led to have, rendered 
* n a aMS 0 f the ufurper any confide rable fervice; and that many officers, 
kis cruelty, both civil and military, were under that pretence loaded with 

chains, and dragged to the tribunal of the emperor, who fen- 
tenced them to death, or feized their eftates, and confined 
them to defert iflands, upon the depofition of their known? e- 
nemies, or perfons altogether unworthy of credit ; nay, fre- 
quently upon bare fufpicions, when no one appeared againft 
them °. Many innocent perfons, fays the lame writer, were 
put to death, or banilhed ; among the latter he names one Ge- 
rontius* who had been honoured by Magnentius with the ti- 
tle of comes or county and was therefore firft racked, by Con- 
ftantius*s order, in a moft inhuman manner, and then fent 
into exile As the emperor gave ear to informations, in- 
formers multiplied without number; but the moft mifchievous 
of that infamous tribe was one Paulus* a Spaniard* who had 
the character of fecretary, and was nicknamed Catena ; that is, 
Chain* being remarkable for making accufations arife from one 
another, and linking them together, as it were, in a chain. 
Faulus He was fent into Britain* to bring from thence the tribunes 
Catena a an ^ ot ^ er officers, who had fided with Magnentius j that is, 
noted in- w °o had obeyed the ufurper, when they were not in acon- 
former,fent dition to oppofe hifn. He difcharged this com million with 
into fuch cruelty and injuftice, that Atarthmsz man of known in- 

Britain. tegrtty, and at that time vicar of the ifland, generoufly 

interpofing in behalf of the innocent, declared, that, unlefs 
Paulus altered his meafures, he would withdraw from his 
government, not being able to lee the innocent thus tyranni- 
cally opprefled, and confounded with the guilty. This Pan- 
lus highly refented, and even threatened to treat him as a 
traitor, and fend him loaded with chains to the emperor. 
Hereupon Martiuus drawing his fword, attempted to kill the 

1 Tmemist. orat. vi. p. 80. m Zor. 1. ii. p. 701. n I-^i- 
Ban. orat. xii. p. a8j t a$6. 0 Ammian, 1. xiv. p. 9. 
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informer ; but he, dexteroufly avoiding che pufti, received 

only a flight wound ; and the brave Mariinus buried his fword 
in his own bread 3. Notwithftanding the odium which the 
death of (0 defcrvinga man caft upon the reign of Conftantius* 
all thofc, whom Paulus brought to him, were ft ripped of their 
eftates, and either profcri bed , banifhed, or put to death r . The 
name of Paulus is frequently mentioned by Ammianus Marcel- His cruelty. 
linus 9 who relates feveral inftances of his cruelty. Libanius 
like wife fpeaks of one Ariftopbancs^ whom that inhuman 
Uiinifter cau fed to be beaten with balls of lead till he was ready 
to expire f . The emperor was this year, on the lixth of Septem- 
ber at Lions y as appears from a law bearing that date, which de- 
clares void all the public a&s of theufurper, and promifes indem- 
nity and pardon to all concerned in his revolt, excepting 
thofe who were guilty of five crimes, which the laws pu- 
nished with death. Gotbofredus endeavours to explain this 
law e . By another law of this year, the date of which is 
much difputed, he granted many valuable privileges and ex- c~ 
emptions to the clergy, to their wives , children, and do- ~~ £ 
meftics ». From Lions the emperor removed to Arlcs % * C ^">J 
where he pafTed the winter, and folcmnized with great pomp 
and rejoicings the end of the thirtieth year of his reign, 
reckoning from the time he had been created Cerfar ; that 
is, from the eighth of November 323 w . Some modern 
writers pretend, that on occafion of this folcm ni ty was erec- 
ted at Aries the obeli/k, which was not long fince difco- 
vered there *. But this is a mere conjecture ; for wc 
have no pofitive proof of its having been raifed in honour 
of Con/Ian ti us. Before the emperor left Aries, he fum- 
moned a council there, and on that occafion gave many in- 
iiances of his irreconciJeable hatred to the orthodox, whom 
he had already begun to perfecute, and to the bifliops, Conrtanti- 
who ftood up in defence of the faith of the council of Nrce $ us perfe- 
efpecially to the great Atbana/ins, and the holy bifhop cutet the 
PaulinuSy who was driven from Treves* and fent into orthodox, 
exile 7. Gaul was this year mifcrably ravaged by the barbari- 
ans beyond the Rhine , an d the difbantied troops of Magnentius. 
At Rome the populace role on account of thefcarcity of pro- 
vilions, and committed great dt (orders. In Ala the Tfaurian 
robbers over- ran Lycaonia and Fumphylia 9 and even laid fiege Ifaurt- 

ans over- 

1 Idrm, p. 0. 10. r idem ibul. f Libam. orat. ix. . 
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to Sehucia* a great and populous city, and the capital of 
Ifauria. Count Caftricius defended the place with three 
legions, fays Jmmlanus i which fhews, that the legions were 
not at this time near fo numerous as formerly, but much the 
fame with our regiments. G alius Car/ar no fooner received 
news of the fiege of Seleucia, than he difpatched Nibridius 9 
count of the eaft, to the relief of the place, who obliged the 
Jfaurians to abandon the enterprize, and take refuge in their 
inacceflible mountains a . At the fame time the Saracens com- 
mitted dreadful ravages in Mcfopotamia ; and the Per/tans r 
under the command of Nohadarus^ attempted to furprife 
the city of Batne in the province of Anthcmufia on the Eu- 
phrates , on occafion of a great fair which was annually held 
there for the vent of India?! and Cbineje commodities *. But 
The extra- the caitern provinces were not fo much harafled by the bar- 
vmgant be- barians as by Gollus himfelf, who commanded there with the 

°f C '^ C °f Cafar^ and governed more like a tyrant and madman, 
Gal*u5. t | v n a p r j nce ^ His unexpected advancement at the age of 

twenty f »ur or twenty-five, his great quality (for he was the 
nep :ovv , f Conjianiine^ the coufin and brother-in-law of Con- 
ftc*>:tlus) 9 (omc (light advantages obtained over the Jetv* 9 
Pnjians) and Jfaurians^ and the flattering panegyrics of Liba- 
7! I us and others, pronounced before him, infpired him with 
fuch pride and arrogance, that he became al together infup- 
j:ortable, and abandoned himfelf to every zA of violence 
and oppreffion. He is even faid to have entertained thoughts 
of revolting from ConJiantius % and fetting up for himfelf b. 
He was naturally inclined to cruelty ; and his wife Cotiftan- 
tia, inftcad of foftening his favagc temper, took pains to en- 
courage him in his cruelty, and to exafperate him againft fuch 
as did not vield to her the moft flavifli fubmiflion, being 
puffed up beyond mcafurc with the thought that me was the 
daughter and fitter of an emperor, the widow of a king, 
and the wife of Cafar. Ammianus Itylcs her the Megccra or 
fury of herfex, and adds, that her cruelty was'equal to her ambi- 
tion c . Gallus* being thus egged on by his natural cruelty, and the 
reftlefs and turbulent fpirit of his wife, broke out into all acts 
His cruelty 0 c violence imaginable. Some were murdered upon bare fuf- 
and/ufpici- picions . other5 deprived of their eftates, and ban idled. The 
out temper. p r j nce entertained an incredible number of informers and 

fpies, who, infuuiating themfelves into all companies, related 
to Gallus and his wife, and exaggerated, what they had heard 

■ Ammian. 1. xiv. p. to 15. 1 Idem ibid. b Idem, 
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of them ; and the perfons thus accufed were, without fo much 
as being heard, hurried to execution, or privately difpatched* 
Gatlus himfelf, in order to make difcoveries, ufed to walk 
the ftreets in the night-time in difguife, and to mix wjth the 
populace in public- houies ; but he did not long continue fo 
fhameful a pra&ice, having been often known, by reafon the 
ftreets of Ahtioch, where he refided, were illuminated the 
whole night with a* great number of lights. His fufpicious 
and cruel temper being once difcovercd, fuch as had private 
enemies bid hold of the prince's foible to gratify their own 
hatred* nothing being more eafy than todeftroy the molt in- 
nocent perfons, and procure the confifcataion of their eftates ; 
for under Q alius it was one and the fame thing to be accufed 
or fufpe&ed, and condemned. By this means all the cities 
and provinces were filled with blood and flaughter, and no 
man, fays Ammianus, however free from guilt, was fure to 
live or enjoy his eftate a whole day. Among the many in- 
nocent perfons, whom G alius unjuftiy deprived of their lives, 
liberty, or eftates, authors particularly mention one Clema- 
tiusy a nobleman of Alexandria, who refufing to comply with 
the luftful defires of his wife's mother, {he turning her love 
into hatred, applied to Conjlantlna, and prefenting her with 
a necklace of great value obtained a warrant to Honoratus 9 
count of the eaft, to put him to death, which he did ac- 
cordingly d . Thalajfus, at that time prefc£l of the eaft, was ThalafT- 
greatly concerned at the condu& of Gallus 5 and had he usV/«/>ra- 
been a man of prudence and difcretion, might have eafi- dent bcha- 
ly corrected it, and prevented many diforders ; but being ww. 
himfelf of a haughty and imperious temper, infteau of ad- 
monilhing Gallus of his faults wich the refpe£k that was 
due to his rank, he oppofed him with too much hear, 
and checked him with a great deal of rough nefs and ill- 
nature ; and not fatiafied with that, he informed the emperor 
of all his aflions, exaggerating every thing to a great degree, 
not privately, but in public, with a defign Gallus fhoulti know 
he had done it ; which, in (read of reclaming him, prompted 
him to ftill greater exceflcs, that he might not feem to yield 
to his inferior e . 

The following year, ConJlantUis was conful the feventh 
time, and Gallus the third. The emperor, having pafled the 
winter at Aries, went early in the fpring to Faience, wich a 
defign to march againfl GsndoTr.adus and Vadomorus, two bro- Conftwti- 
tliers, and both kings of the Alemans, who had made frequent marches 
inroads into that part of Gaul, which lay next to their tcr- againfl th§ 

Alemans. 
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ritorics. The rendezvous of the troops defigned for th!s ex- 
pedition was at Challon, on the Sane* where they began to 
mutiny for want of provifions, the heavy rains that had fallen 
preventing the arrival of the corn that was expe£ted from 
Aquitaine. Conflantius was inclined to fend to the mutinous 
army Rufinus, prefect of Gaul, with a deiign, as was fup- 
pofed, to expofe him to the fury or the incenfed foldiery, he 
being very powerful, and by the mother's fide uncle to Gal- 
Jus, on whofe ruin the emperor had already refolvcd. But 
Rujinus's friends at court prevailed upon the emperor to 
change his mind ; and Eufebius, Conflantius** great chamber- 
lain, gained over the moft mutinous and refractory by diftri- 
bucing money among them underhand. The emperor (laid 
fome time at Valence* and there received certain advice of 
what Gallus had done * -> that is, as we conjecture, of the 
murder of D omit i an, of which we fliall fpeak anon. The 
mutiny being appeafed, and the expected convoys arriving 
foon after, the army marched chearfully towards Raurucum 
on the Rhine, a little above the prefent city of Bajle, where 
Attempts in the emperor attempted to lay a bridge over that river j. but 
wain to lay the Germans from the other fide of the Rhine plied the work- 
a bridge mell f 0 warrn ly with inceffant fhowers of darts and arrows, 
•**T the that the defign was laid afide as altogether impracticable. 
Rhine. ^his reduced the emperor to great ftraights y but while he 

was at a lofs what courfe to take, a perfon, Welt acquainted 
with the country, ihewed him a place where the river was 
fordable. They were, however, prevented from eroding it, 
by the unexpected arrival of deputies from the enemy's camp 
to fue for peace ; which the emperor, by the advice of his 
Grants a council, and approbation of the army, readily granted, that 
peace to the he might be at leifurc to confult what meafures might be tak- 
Alcoians. en w i t fc refpeft to his coufin Gallus Cafar, of whofe extra- 
vagant conduit new complaints were daily laid before him. 
With this view he left Gaul, as fcon as the treaty was con- 
cluded, and repaired to Milan * He was on the twenty- 
fecond of June at Ccfcna in Romagna, and on the twenty- 
firft of July at Ravenna j whence he went to Milan, the 
ufua) place of his refidcncc, and there paffed the winter 

We ihall now give a fuccimSt account of the affairs of 
the caft, and the ft range conduct of Gallus there, which 
gave juft occafion to the complaints of the people, and 
induced the emperor to rcfolvc upon his ruin. What hap- 
pened thcrf the preceding year, wc have related above. In the 
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beginning of the prefent year, great difturbances were raited 
at Antioch on account of the fcarcity of provifions. For G al- 
ius commanding the magiftrates to lower the prices, and 
they reprefenting, that this, inftead of mitigating, would in- 
cj'eafe the evil, he caufed fome of them to be publicly exe- 
cuted, and others to be dragged to prifon. But Honoratus* 
who was ftill count of the eaft, oppofed this wild decree, and, 
in fpite of Gallus , fet the prifoners at liberty Some time 
after Gallus being to fet out for Hierapolis* the people of 
Antioch befeeching him to give orders before his departure for 
the conveying of corn to their city from other countries, he 
anfwered, that if they were not fupplied, it was the fault of 
Theophilus* governor of Syria. This anfwer the people re- Theophi- 
membered, and the price of provifions riling, four or rive l us »J**w 
mean perfons threw themfclves upon Theophilus in the circus ; "V 
and the mob immediately rifing, they not only murdered him, X j** e j£* m 
but, t ran (ported with rage, dragged his body about the {trees; q^IIus"/ 
a treatment which he no- ways defer ved, having difcharged his t ^ e r Q f 
employment wiih great mi Id nets and integrity. The}' at- t f. e p 3 p u . ' 
tempted to treat Eubulus* one of the chief men in the city, and lace. 
his fon, in the fame manner ; but they found means to el cane 
the fury of the populace, who nevertheless burnt their houfts*. 
The death of Theophilus, thus abandoned by Gallus to the 
rage of the multitude, and his protecting one Screnianus* who 
was univerfally hated by all good men, and had even afpircd 
at the empire, greatly prejudiced Conftantnis again ft him. 
The emperor, however, wrote feveral obliging letters to him ; 
but at the fame time, under various pretences, drew the flow- 
er of his troops into the weft. About this time Thala/fus* 
prefect of the eaft, dying, Conjlantius named in his room one 
Domitian j and, in giving him his inftrudtions at his depar- 
ture, told him, among o;hcr things he had been informed 
that Gallus was deiirous of coming to Italy* and paying him 
a vifit ; adding, If you think it proper* you way conduct him 
to my pre fence j but let it be done zuith all the duty and refpeel 
owing to his birth and ftation. Domitian under flood the em- 
peror's meaning ; but as he was the fon of a trndefman, he 
wanted politcnefs and addrefs to execute his tacit orders, a- 
greeable to the prince's intention. For on his arrival at An- 
iioch* he went diredtly to the houfe where the prefer Is lodged, <r, . A 
without paying his refpects to Lar/ar* though lie palled before j ent cQ ^ m 
his palace ; and, under colour of being indifpofed, kept duel of the 
vcral days at home, informing himfelf of the conduct of Gal- p € f e & 

Domitian. 
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lus, and Tending to the emperor an exaggerated account of all 
he heard. .At length Gallus fending him word that he fkould 
be glad to fee him, he went to court ; and coming up to the 
prince, You muft go, faid he abruptly, to Italy ; for fuch is 
the emperor* s will and plea Jure ; which \ if you refufe to com- 
ply with, I foal I ft op the necejfary appointments for thr main" 
tenance of your houjhold. Having thus fpoken, he withdrew 
without uttering a fingle word more, or waiting the prince's 
anfwer, who called him back, and afterwards often lent for 
fiiin ' y but could never prevail upon him to appear again at 
court. Gallus , highly provoked, and not without reafon, 
at the conduct of the prefe&, ordered him to be put under 
arrefh Montius , or, as others call him, Magnus , then que- 
flor, forefeeing the evil confluences that muft inevitably at- 
tend the execution of this order, thought himfelf obliged to 
prevent them, arid with great franknefs told Gallus, that he 
ought to pull down the flatues of Conjiantius before he thought 
ot arrefting or putting to death a pretext >. Others fay, that 
addrefling himfelf to Gallus, he fpoke the following words 
With an air of contempt , The emperor has not thought fit to 
truft you with the powc^ of creating a fingle mag if tr ate, and 
you talk of putting a prefcel to death m f Gallus, offended at 
the libcrcy which the queftor had taken, complained of it to 
his guards, who immediately feizing Montius, and fattening 
cords to his feet, dragged him to the houfe of Domitian y 
whom they threw down ftairs, and dragged with Montius 
through the chief ftreets of Antioch, cafting, after many in- 
fults, both their bodies into the river n . This bold attempt, 
in which Cvtjiar.tina is faid to have had a great (hare, was 
f Ho wed by many other cruelties and murders, committed in 
ail the provinces of the eaft, at the inftigation of Gallus and 
his wife Gonji antina , whofe third after blood was as great as 
that of her huubarvi. Tlvj reader will fi ul in A*nmianus Mar- 
celiinus o a dcail of tlufe cr icl and inhuman executions. It 
beuu dif:overed chat a purple garm?n: wis making privately 
at Tyre, the twj dpol'inarcs, fat icr an J fon, the former go- 
vernor of Phoenicia, and the Ja:ter ft>n-in-Liw to the prefect 
Dowltian, were by Gallus* s orders arretted, as if they afpired 
at the fuvereignty \ and, without any farther inquiry, con- 
demned to bauifhment. But thole who conducted them, at 
fomc diftancc from Antioch, purfuant to their private orders, 
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broke their thighs, and then put them to death p . Urficinus y 
general of the horfe, was obliged to abandon the defence of 
Nifibis, and haften to A>itiochy to prefide at the inquiry which 
the emperor ordered to be made into this affair 9 but the other 
judges being named, and well inftructed before-hand by Gal* 
ius and Conjlantina^ he could not proceed as he would have 
other wife done ; for Ammlanus Marcellviusy who ferved un- 
der him, fpeaks every-where of him as a man of an unble- 
miflied character. As this commiilion gave him an opportu- 
nity of difcovering many things till then not known, he ac- 
quainted the emperor with the ft ate of affairs in the eaft, and 
pre fled him to redrefs the many evils which affli&ed thofe pro- 
vinces 1. Befides the informations the emperor received of 
G alius 9 % male-ad m in ift ration and cruelties, he was told, that, 
not fatisfied with the dignity of C<gfar* he afpired at the fo- ^ t . 
vereignty, and harboured evil dehgns agamft the emperor. tm r € ^ Q f^f m 
This charge was believed by Socrates r , and is not denied by ^,y /v? at 
Ammianus f . But other writers will have thefe to have been tf je jbve- 
mere inventions of Dynamus and Picentius^ two mean and rt ig n ty* 
infamous informers e . To them Zofimus adds the prefect 
LampridiuSy a man of great ambition, and the eunuchs of 
the court, who had a great afcendant over the emperor, es- 
pecially his chief chamberlain Eufebius. Conjlantius^ giving 
credit to their accufations, whether true or falfir, rcfolved up- 
on the ruin and death of GaIIus y tho 9 bis couiin-gcrman and 
brother-in-law; but, left he fhould openly revolt, he careful- 
ly concealed his intention, and wrote a very friendly and ob- 
liging letter to Gallus y inviting him to Italy^ that he might 
advife with him on certain affairs of great importance. At 
the fame time, he wrote to Urjicinus, at that time magifter Gal! us W 
equitunty or general of the horfe in the eaft, to come with ail y r » c *n us 
fpeed to Miian^ in order to deliberate about the moft proper JJYul *" 
meafures that might be taken with refpe£fc to the Perfians y 0 a " * 
who were aflembiing their forces, as was pretended, with a 
defign to invade Syria. This was like wife a pretext, which 
the emperor made ufe of to remove Urficinus, left he (hould 
raife difturbances in the eaft during the abfence of G alius. 
For the eunuch and courtiers, dreading the merit and abilities 
of that worthy man and great warrior, filled the emperor's 
mind with fuch fears and jealouftes, in order to compafs his 
ruin. One Pro/per* a comes or count, was fent to fuccecd 
him, but only with the litle and character of his deputy, to 
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remove from him all aphrehenfions of his being fufpe£ted «. 
Urjicinusj on the receipt of the emperor's letter, fet out im- 
mediately, accompanied by Ammianus the hiftorian, and ar- 
rived at Milan much fooner than he was expected, to the 
great joy of tiie emperor, who now thought of nothing but 
And like- getting Gallus into his power. In order to this, befides the 
wife Con- a 5 0 ve-mentioned letter to Gallus 9 he wrote feveral others to 
Jtaiuina. Qonjiantina^ exprefiing a great defire to fee her, and inviting 

her to court, with the molt tender infinuations imaginable ; 
for he thought that the read ie ft way to draw G alius thither. 
They were both too fenfible of their evil conduct not to ap- 
prehend the worft from the emperor : however, Conftantina^ 
who was well acquainted with her brother's temper, hoped 
by her artful infinuations to difarm his rage ; and, without a- 
ny farther deliberation, fet out on her journey, leaving Gal- 
lus at Antioch : but Ihe had fcarce entered the province of 27/- 
tfjy»ia 9 when fhe was feized with a fever at a place called 
Conftanti Coeni Gallicani, of which (be died, leaving behind her one 
na dies on daughter, of whom no farther mention is made in hiftory. 
her journey Her body was carried to Rome* and buried on the Nomentan 

way, where flood the church of the martyr Agnes, which 
flie had founded w . Her death threw Gallus into the utmoft 
perplexity ; as he had now loft his only advocate with the 
emperor, he defpaired of being able to appeafe him ; and 
therefore began to think of affuming the title of Augujlus^ 
which he had done, had he met with the leaft encouragement* 
butmoft of his friends deferting him on account of his incon- 
ftant temper, and the reft hating him for his cruelty, and 
dreading the power of Con/lantius y he was obliged to lay afide 
all thoughts of openly revolting. Irr the mean time, the em- 
peror, with frequent letters and repeated meflages, importu- 
ned him to come with all fpeed to court. Among the reft, 
he fent one Scudilo to him, a crafty infinuating man, 
who, by giving him all imaginable aflurances on the 
emperor's part, prevailed upon him to leave Antioch and be- 
Ci Tj / S in j° urne y to Itefy* He ftopt fome time at Conftanti- 
oiu from H0 ^ * where, like a man who apprehended no danger, 
Antioch. ne exhibited public fliows, and diverted himfelf and the 

people with the circenfian fports. This confident beha- 
viour increafed the emperor's fears and jealoufics, who 
thereupon ordered all the garifons to be removed out of 
the cities and towns through which he was to pafs, left he 
fliould debauch them ; and at the fame time d /patched fe- 
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veral officers to him, who, under colour of attending Hirh, // careful- 
were to keep a watchful eye over him ; which they did with fy watched 
fuch ftri&nefs, that, though the Tbebean legions encamped h *&* 
in Thrace % upon his arrival at Adrianople y lent deputies to cer * °f 
him, alluring him, that they were ready to Hand by him, and ^on Itau- 
aflift him to the utmoft of their power, yet, during the twelve 
days he ftaid in that city, the deputies could never have an 
opportunity of fpeaking with him. In the mean time he re- 
ceived frelh letters from the emperor, requiring him to make 
what hafte he could, and public carriages were provided for 
his equipage 5 but the officers lent to him by Conftantius ad- 
viilng him to leave his court at Adrianople, he fet out with 
a fmall retinue for All Ian, where the emperor then was; but • 
upon his ftnivai at Pet avium in Noricum* he was there met ** p£ t £ 
by Barbatio, who, entering the fame evening the houfe where v - um 
he lodged, with a company of foldters, ftript him of all the a r ip t * Q f 
enfigns of his dignity, and difpatched one Apodemus with his the e „jfg„ s 
purple ihoes to the emperor, aflurtng him, in the mean time, D f bis dig- 
by repeated oaths, that nothing elfe was intended by the em- n itj m 
peror againft him ; but neverthclefs, putting him into a clofe 
litter, he hurried him away to Flanona, now Fianone, in 
Dalmaiia, not far from PoIa 9 where Crijpus Cafar, the fon 
of ConJiantine 9 had been put to death twenty -eight years be- 
fore. Thither the emperor fent his two mo ft inveterate ene- 
mies, Eufebius the eunuch, and Pentodes his fecretary, to 
examine mm about the death of the prefect Domitian, and 
others, and to hear what plea he could make ». yulian * 
and Li bantu s * write, that he was condemned without fo 
much as being heard ; and truly, a prince, who hears only 
with the ears of his favourites, may be faid not to hear at all. 
Gallus owned m< ft of the crimes that were laid to his charge 5 
but alledged, that they proceeded chiefly from the inftigation 
and evil counfelsof his wife Conftantina. The emperor pro- 
voked at this plea, which reflected in fo high a meafurc on 
his lifter, and confequently on himfelf, and egged on by the 
enemies of Gallus, perfuading him, that his lafety depended 
upon the deftru&ion of fo dangerous a rival, refolvea to put 
an «nd to his own fears, and the other's life, and accordingly 
fiined a warrant for his execution \ Some authors write, w 
that the emperor, foon after changing his mind, counter- j faI / m 
manded the execution j but that Eufebius, and the other ene- 
mies of Gallus 7 pretended that it came too late &. Be that 

* Ammian. 1. xxi. p. 178. $c l.xiv. p. 27—29. * Jif* 
l 1 a n . ad Athcn. p. 500. * Lib an. or. xii. p. 266. a Atf- 
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as it willi it is certain that G-dlus was beheaded, and atoned 
with his own bluod for the l>lo>»d or many innocent perfons, 
which he ha. * (hed. Thus fell Gallus Ctefar* in the twenty- 
much year of" his age, af-.er bavin? reigned near four years. 
His de.ah was chiefly owing to his own tyrannical conduit, 
but in izreat meafure to the malice 01 Eujdbius, Scudilo* and 
harbutio* his avowed enemies who charged him with nv*re 
crimes th.m he had really committed c . All chofe who had 

w 

been any ways concerned with him in the death of the prefect 
Domith?i-> che qucftor Montius* and his other crimes, felt 
the weight of the emperor's difpleafui e. Multitudes of peo- 
ple or all ranks were brought out of the eaft in chains to 
Aquileia* where they were tried by Eufebius and one drbora* 
men deftirute of all mercy and companion, and on that very 
account charged by Conftanttus with that commiuion. Thefe 
mercilefs judges, without making any diftinction between the 
guilty and innocent, fentenced fome to the rack, and after 
that to banishment, others to fervile offices in the army, and 
great numbers to death, fparing none but fuch as could re- 
deem themfelves with large fums. Lufcus* the firft magif- 
trate of Antioch* was burnt alive. But Gorgonius* Gallus's 
great chamberlain, the moft guilty of all, efcaped by bribing 
his judges, and the eunuchs of the court. 'Julian* the bro- 
ther of Gallus* though no-ways concerned in his crimes, 
was kept feven months under clofe confinement, and would 
have been put to death, had he not been faved by the favour 
of the emprefs Eujebia d . By the death of Gallus* the Ro- 
man empire became united under one prince, after it had 
continued divided for the fpace of near feventy years, that is, 
from the year 285, or 286, when Dioclefian took Maximian for 
his collegue ; for ever ft nee that time there had been either 
fever ai emperors, or one Cafar. Ammianus obferves, that 
Conftanttus , fwelled with pride upon feeing himfelf fole maf- 
ter of the empire, aflumcd the title of eternal* ftyled himfelf 
lord of the univerfe* and^gave ear to the flatteries of his am- 
bitious and infinuating courtiers c . As for Urftcinus* general 
of the horfe in the eatt, of whom we have fpoken above, he 
was accufed of having put Gallus upon all the wrong mea- 
fures he had taken, in order to render him obnoxious to the 
people, and make the empire fall to his own children. But 
Ammianus* his faithful friend and infeparable companion, af- 
furcs us, that his only crime was the umbrage which the eu- 

« Am mi an. 1. xiv. p. 31. <* Idem, 1. xiv. p. 18; 1. xv. p. 
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nuchs, and other courtie< s, took at his great power and ex- 
traordinary abilities. H^w.v. r, after the death of Gal/us , 
it was refolved in a council, wnich was held privately in the 
emperor's apartment, th;it (he following night he fliould be 
conveyed out or the city, and executed without any farther 
trial. But the emperor changing his mind, TJrficinus efcaped, 
and C-y fiantius was foon after obliged to have recourfe to 
the valour and adJrefs of fo brave and experienced a comman- 
der, as we mail fee anon f. 

The next confuls were Arbetio and Lolllanus. During 
their ad m in i lira t ion the emperor enacted two remarkable 
Jaws ; the one addrefled to folufianusy vicar of Rome, and 
dated the thirtieth of April, forbidding the marriage of a bro- WUK.%, ^ 
ther or fiftcr in-law, and declaring the children born of fuch 
a marriage illegitimate : the other dated the twenty- third of 
September,- and addrefied to one Severus, ordaining bifhops to 
be judged by bifhops, anJ not by the civil magiftrates s. In 
the beginning of this year Conftantius fummoned a council of 
bifhops at Milan , and baniihed Liberius y bifhop of Rome, into 
Thrace, becaufe he would not con fen t to the fentence paffed 
by the council againft the great Athanafius K Before the em- Af . 
pcror left Milan, Africanus, governor of Pannonia Secunda, an jf ZmS > 
was brought prifoner to that city, with feveral others, who, ortweru- 
after being tortured in a mod cruel manner, were thrown e y tQrm 
into prifon, becaufe they had at an entertainment exprefled tured upon 
themfelves with great freedom on matters of ftate ; whence bare Jujpi* 
it was concludeJ, that they were carrying on fome plot, and dons. 
that Africanus afpired at the fovereignty. A tribune, by 
name Marinus, who was prefent at this entertainment, chofe 
rather to lay violent hands on himfelf at Jquileia, than to en- 
dure the torture ! . Ammianus, who relates this, does not 
tell us in this place wjiat became of Africanus and the other 
prifoners ; but fecms elfe where * to inlinuate, that they were 
all put to death. The emperor foon after left Milan to march 
againft the Germans, who made frequent inroads into the 
empire towards the Briganti.ie lake, now the lake of Con- 
ftance. The emperor himfelf remained in the plains of the 
cuuntry now belonging to the Grifom 3 in the neighbourhood 
of 1 he prefent city of ( oira, and ;etached Arbetio with the 
flower of the army againft the enemy. Arbetio fell into an 
ambufcade, and loft great numbers of his men ; but this lofs 

f Idem, l. xiv. p. 26, 33, 34. 6 Cod.Theod. 1. iii. fit, 
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was foon retrieved^ by the valour of Arintheus? who became 
fjyQer- ^ an * ous under the emperor Patens ? and of two other officers, 
mans dc- wn <> falling upon the Germans ? without waiting the orders of 
ftatsd. their general, put them to flight, and obliged them to aban- 
don the Roman territories. The emperor, fatisfied with this, 
returned to Milan, and there took up his winter-quarters ] . 
From Milan he wrote a long letter to the fenate of Con/tan* 
iinople in commendation of the philofopher Themiftius* whom 
he had created fenator of that city. Themiftius anfwered this 
letter foon after by a panegyric on Conftanltus? wherein he 
endeavours to prove, that he was the grcateft philofopher in 
the whole empire «». The emperor's letter, and the oration 
of Themiftius? are ftill extant n . The tranquillity which Con- 
ftantius enjoyed at this time, was foon interrupted by the 
apprehenfion of a pretended confpiracy, which produced a 
Sylvanus true one. Sylvanus? the fon of Bonitus? a leading man 
fa'Jlt ae- among the Franks? commanded in Gaul? and had perform* 
€*fed of e d there great exploits againft the barbarians. He owed his 
a faring at preferment to the artifices of rival courtiers, efpecially of Ar- 
the empire. fati 0j tne C onful of this year, who, jealous of his extraordi- 
nary merit, had propofed htm to the emperor as the beft 
qualified pcrfon in the empire for driving the barbarians out 
of Gaul? and reftortng that province, diftrefied by their fre- 
quent inroads, to its former condition. And truly Sylvanus 
v/ell deferved the character which Arbetio gave him ; but the 
confufs main defign in commending him, and extolling his 
military talents, was to remove him from the emperor's pre- 
fence, in order to compafs his ruin, which he did in the fol- 
lowing manner : One Dynames? keeper of the emperor's 
mules, leaving Gaul? begged of Sylvanus letters of recom- 
mendation to his friends at court ; which being granted, the 
traitor crafed all but the fubfeription j and having infer ted di- 
rections to the friends of Sylvanus for the carrying on of a 
confpiracy, delivered th? letters to the prefect Lampridius? 
who being privy, as was fuppofed, to this wicked contrivance, 
(hewed them to the emperor. Hereupon orders were imme- 
diately ifiued for the apprehending of fuch perfons as were 
named in the letters. As there were at that time great num- 
bers of Franks of diftin&ion at court, they all interpofed in 
favour of their countryman ; among the reft, Malar ic us? their 
chief, well apprifed that the whole was a mere calumny, of- 
fered to go into Gaul? and bring the fuppofed criminal before 
the emperor ; adding, that if perfons, whom Sylvanus mif- 
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trufted, ihould be fent for that purpofe, he might be promp- 
ted by fear, to attempt what he was falfely accufed of having 
already attempted. But Conftantius, without hearkening to 
the juft and reafonabfc propofal of Malarious* was perfuaded 
by Arbttio to name Apsdemus* a declared enemy to all men 
of probity, to inquire into this affair. He immediately fet 
out for Gaul ; but inftead of preienting to Sylvanus as foon 
as he arrived, purfuant to his inftru&ions, the emperor's 
letter commanding him to repair forthwith to court, he 
feized on his eftate, and cauied his friends in Gaul to be ap- 
prehended and put to the torture. This coming to the ears 
of Sylvanus , who was then at Co log and too well acquaint- 
ed with the emperor's fufpicious temper, and the afcendant 
his enemies at court had over him, to fuffer himfelf to be 
arrefled, he refolved at firft to take flielter among the Franks* 
his countrymen ; but being perfuaded by his friends not to 
truft a people fo remarkable for their ficlclenefs and treachery, 
he determined for his own prefer vation, to do what other wife J s forced to 
he would never have thought of ; and accordingly a/Turned ajfumeitin 
the purple, and caufed himfelf to be proclaimed emperor by his own 
the troops under his command Some of his coins have defence. 
reached us, on which he bears the title of Auguflus* and the 
pnenomen of Flavius 9 common, fince Conjlantini s time, to 
fuchashad none of their own, especially foreigners ». While 
thefe things pafled in Gaul* Dynames, to ftrengthen his accu- 
fation again ft Sylvanus y forged a letter in the name of that 
general, and of Malarious* to a tribune, defiring him to 
get every thing ready, without explaining himfelf further. 
The tribune, being at a lofs about the meaning of it, fenc 
it to Malarious, who, knowing it to be forged, complained 
aloud of the treachery, and, with the other Franks* de- 
manded vengeance on thofe -who were by fuch malicious con- 
trivances endeavouring to prejudice the emperor againft thofe 
of their nation. This occafloned an inquiry, and unravelled 
the whole fcene of iniquity. The emperor, Well apprifed of He is ti- 
the innocence of Sylvanus and the malice of his accufcrs, dared in* 
depofed the prefect Lampridius, and even ordered him, with 
feveral other perfons of diftinftion, to be put to the torture, 
on which fome of them owned the whole to be a mere ca- 
lumny. They were, however, in the end all abfolved, fo 
great was the power of their faction at court ; and Dynames 
was even preferred to the government of Hetruria, As Syl~ 

* Ammian. p. 39, 76. Julian, ad A then* p. 503. & or. if. 
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vanus was declared innocent, they were all greatly furprifed 
by the arrival of a meflenger from G*ul, difpatched to ac- 
quaint the emperor, that Sjlvanus had actually aflumed the 
title of emperor. The meflenger arrived at Milan about 
the clofe of the evening, and the emperor, thunder-ftruck 
at the unexpected tidings, fummoned a council the fame night, 
the refult of which was, that Urficinus* of whom we have 
fpoken above, fhould be fent forthwith into Gaul, the cour- 
Urficlnus tiers, who dreaded Urficinus no lefs than Sylvanus, hoping 
fentagainjl by that means to get rid of one whom they hated, and per* 
him. haps of both. Urficinus made what hafte he could to reach 

Cologn^ that Sylvanus, fuppofing his revolt not to be yet 
known at court, might the more readily comply with the 
emperor's injunctions. For Urficinus was charged with let- 
ters from the emperor to Sylvanus, confirming him in his 
pott of genera], injoining him to repair to court, and in the 
mean time deliver up the command of the army to Urficinus. 
But Urficinus, notwithftanding the hafte he made, came too 
late, the news of Sylvanus'% revolt being known at court 
having got to Cologn before him ; which obliged him to 
change his meafures, and pretend that he had deferted Con- 
Jlantius, anifr was come to fhare with Sylvanus his fuccefs 
or misfortunes, waiting in the mean time a favourable oppor- 
tunity of difpatching him. This was a dangerous expedient, 
and altogether unworthy of that greatnefs of foul which 
jfmmianus fo much admires in his hero. Sylvanus received 
him with extraordinary demonftrations of kind nets, freely 
opened all his thoughts to him., advifed with him about the 
meafures that were to be taken for their mutual fecurity, and 
repofed in him an entire confidence ; which gave Urficinus an 
opportunity of gaining over fome of his guards with large 
promifes, who early one morning forcing unexpectedly the 
gates of the palace, and entering fword in hand, met Syl- 
vanus, while he was attempting to make his efcape, and take 
Sylvanus fan&uary in a neighbouring church, and cut him in pieces, 
Jleun by the a f tcr ne na <j enjoyed the title of emperor only twenty-eight 
*r'*'*fV*f ityi n. Thus fell one of the braveft and moft deferving offi- 
mus. cers of the empire, whom the crafty malice of jealous cour- 
tiers, and the credulity of the emperor, had obliged in his 
own defence to aflame the purple. He had ferved under 
Magnentius ; but deferting him with a numerous body of ca- 
valry under his command before the battle of Murfa, had ever 
after diftinguiflied himfelf in the wars of Conjlantius, who, 
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in regard of his eminent fcrvices, had raifed him to the poflb 
of magifter peditum, or general of the foot. But no merit 
or fervices, however great, are a fufficient antidote againft 
the poifbnous tongues of artful and infinuating courtiers, 

when they have once gained the confidence, and cngrofled 
the favour, of a jealous, weak, and timorous prince. Con- 
Jianttus cxprefled an extraordinary joy at the news of Sylva- 
nus 9 * death ; but though he owned that he had nothing more 
to fear, yet he proceeded with great rigour againft fucb as 
had been any-ways concerned in his revolt. Pemenes 9 who 
had defended Treves againft Decentius 9 and many other per- 
fons of diftin&ion, were condemned and executed. The 
courtiers were for putting all the friends of Sylvanus to death, 
without diftin&ion ; but were therein oppofed by the empe- 
ror, alledging that friendfhip ought not to be punifhed as a 
crime ; nay, he ordered the effects and eftate of the unhap- 
py Sylvanus to be referved for his fon, who was then very 
young, and had been left by his father as an hoftage at court, 
perceiving, when it was too late, that the malice of his ene- 
mies, and not his ambition, had prompted, and in a manner 
forced, him to revolt °. 

The barbarians, whom the brave Sylvanus had driven out n e m p 
of Gaul 9 that is, the Franks^ Alemans, and Saxons 9 no fooner j n g reat 
heard the news of his death, than they broke into that pro- danger* 
vince with greater fury than ever, and took and pillaged 
above forty cities, and among the reft CoUgn 9 which they 
levelled with the ground Ac the fame time, the §>uodi 
and Sarmatlansy entering Pamionia y laid all wafte before 
them * ; and the Perjians over- ran without oppoiltion Mefo- 
potamta and Armenia^ Pro/per^ who had fucceeded Urjicinus* 
and the prefetSl Ada ufom anus, being more intent upon pillag- 
ing than defending the countries committed to their care r * 
Cmjlantius appri/cd of the danger that threatened the empire, 
but not thinking it advifeable to ftir out of Italy himfelf, 
after various conful tat ions, refolved in the end to raife his 
coufin Julian^ the brother of Gal/us, to the dignity of Ca 7 
far. This defign was oppofed by all the fycophants at court, 
who, extolling the emperor's prudence, conduit, and cou- 
rage, told him, that he was capable of fuftaining the burden 
of the empire alone, infinuating at the fame time, that it 
was no- ways fafe for him to raife Julian to that high ftation. 
But the emprefs Eufttia, interpofing in favour of Julian* 

0 Amm r am, p. 4j. &• Jul or. i. & il p. g<j, 1S3. 184. p A*f- 
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prevailed upon her hufband to purfue his intentions. The 
emperor therefore, being returned to Milan before the thirty- 
firft of O&ober from a fhort prog re fs, ordered Julian to quit 
his philofophical cloak, and gave him an apartment in the 
palace ; and on the fixth of November having afiembled the 
army, he afcended the tribunal, and placing Julian on his 
right hand, he acquainted the foldiers with his deflgn of dig- 
nifying his coufin with the title and authority of Cm jar, and 
afked their confent. The army with one voice approved of 
his refolution ; whereupon the emperor cloathed him with a 
Julian ere- purple robe, faluted him with the title of Cmfar % and of 
mtgJCxfar mo j} Iwing brother ; appointed him governor of Gaul, and in 

committing that province to his care, told him, that he placed 
him over a ftout army, not doubting but upon occafion he 
would fignalize at their head his own courage, and be wit- 
nefs of theirs. This ceremony and fpeech were followed by 
loud acclamations, and great encomiums bellowed by the 
whole army on the emperor and the new Cafar. A few 
Jiemarrtes fays a f tcr Conjlantius gave him his fitter Helen* in marriage 5 
Helena, an( j ln j g ncw f avour aiM | mark of diftindion was likewife 

* ow * n 6 to ^H/e6ia 9 who, befides many other things of great 

ror sjyter. va j uc> p rc fcnted the young prince on this occafion with a 

large and well-chofen library f . But at the fame time bis 
whole houfe was changed, the emperor pretending thereby 
to do him honour ; but his real defign was to remove all in 
whom he had any confidence : guards were placed at his apart- 
nent, not fo much to defend as to watch him ; all his letters 
were opened before they came to his hands, infomuch, that 
Bis power he thought it advifeable to defire his beft friends to forbear vi- 
git.es the fiting him, left they fhould expofe themfelves or him to dan- 
emferor g cr tm Before he fet out for Gaui 9 the emperor gave him 
jealoufy. j n ftru£tions under his own hand, regulating his whole con- 
duel, even the expences of bis table, as if he had been a child, 
fays Ammianus «, fent to fchool. At the fame time, he 
greatly reft rained and curtailed his authority, injoining the 
generals who ferved under him, to watch his actions with no 
lefs care than thofe of the enemy, and invefting one Marcellus 
with the command of the army, who was fent to fucceed Ur- 
JicinuSy though the latter was order to continue in Gaui 9 till 
the war was ended, with the title of general, but without any 
command, the emperor being ftill in fome degree prejudiced 

f Ammxan. p. 47—4^. Zos. 1. ni. p. 709. Julian, ad 
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againft him w. Julian was, above all, ftri&ly injoined not 
to give any large fie* to the army; ami authors obferve, that 
Conjlautim himfelf, contrary to cuftom, gave none upon his 
promotion *. Several writers tell us, that the emperor Tent 
Julian into Gaul on purpofe tu> deftroy htm *. But what o- 
thers write feems to us more probable, viz, that he treated 
him thus on account of his youth, and want of experience, 
and to deprive him of all means of revolting, arid fctting up 
for himfelf. Julian fet out from Milan on the firft of De- He is fent 
cember^ the emperor himfelf accompanying hint as far as Pa- into GauL 
via* from whence he purfueJ his journey to the Alps* attend- 
ed only by three hundred and fixty foldiers. On his arrival at 
Turin j he was firft acquainted with the lofs of Cologn* 
which had been kept concealed from the emperor. He ar- 
rived at Vienne before the end of the year, and was received 
by the people of that city and the neighbourhood, with ex- 
traordinary marks of joy *. Whde he was entering the city, 
an old woman, who had been long blind, cried out, if Ammi- 
anus is to be credited, that he would one day r el tore the 
temples of the gods *• 

The following year, 356, Conflantius took upon him his 
eighth confuhhip, and chofe Julian for his colKgue. The 
latter palled the winter at PUnne* deliberating about the ope* 
rations of the enfuing campaign. During his ftay there, he 
received intelligence, that the city of Autun was befieged by Autun he- 
the barbarians, but defended with great bravery by the vete- faged by 
rans, who had repulfed the enemy when they were already t£ e barba- 
foaling the walls, which had encouraged the other troops to riant ; 
make a vigorous fally. However Julian , having afiembled who rai/i 
what forces he could, marched to the relief of the place j but the Jiege. 
finding the iiege raifed, from Autun he went in purfuit of the 
barbarians to Auxerre* c roiling with no fmall danger thick 
woods, and from Auxerre to Troies. On his march he found 
himfelf furrounded on all fides by the enemy, who moved a- 
bout the country in great bodies ; but he put them to flight 
with a handful of men, killed great numbers of them, and 
took fome prifoners. From Troies he haftcned to Rbeims* 
where the main body of the army, commanded by Mar alius* 
waited his arrival. Leaving Rheims* he took his rout to- 
wards Dcampagi* now Dieuxe* on the Scille in Lorrain* 
with a defign to fall upon the Germans* who were buiied in 

w Idem, !. xvi p. 60. ■ Idem, I, xxii. p. 206. f Eunar. 
c. e. p. 76. Sock at. 1. iii c. 1. Sozom. 1. v. c. 2. p. 596* 
* Ammian.1, xv. p. 50. Lin an, or. xii. p. 270. * Ammun. 
1. xv. p. 50. 
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ravaging that country. But the enemy, taking advantage of 
a dark and wet night, attacked his rear unexpectedly, and 
would have cut off two legions, had not the reft of the army, 
alarmed at the Hidden noife, turned back to their affiftance. 
The Germans themfelves were defeated a few days after, 
though not with great lofs, in the neighbourhood of Brocra- 

now Brumty in Alface, between Strajbourg and Ha~ 
guenau b . This fmall victory opened him a way to Cologn % 
which he found abandoned by the enemy, and entered, after 
it had been ten months in their hands* The barbarians had 
neglected to fortify it ; but Julian ordered the antient forti- 
fications to be with all fpeed repaired, and the houfes rebuilt «; 
Libanius adds, that he re-eftab lifted another great city in that 
country, perhaps Tongres or Treves, which had been often at- 
tacked by the barbarians, and was reduced to a miferable con- 
dition. During his ftay at Cologn, one of the kings of the 
Franks, dreading his arms, fent deputies to him to fue for a 
peace ; but Julian granted him only a fhort truce. Having 
repaired the city and fortifications of Colagn, he removed to 
Bajle to fupport the emperor, who was making war upon the 
Germans in Rhoetia y and to prevent their efcaping from him 
into Gaul. He continued there till winter, when he retir- 
ed to the city of Sens, anJ there took up his quarters d. 
This campaign proved, according to the account which Am- 
mianus gives us of it, very glorious for Julian. But the 
many advantages which he is laid to have gained, muft either 
have been lefs confiderable than they are reprefented by that 
writer, or counterbalanced by equal lofies, fince Julian him- 
fclf writes, that his firft campaign proved unfuccefrful, and 
that during this fummer he performed nothing worthy of no- 
tice *. Bciidcs, we {hall fee him the next winter befieged in 
Sens by the barbarians, and obliged to fly before them, which 
he himfelf owns e ; but Ammianus has patted it over in filencc. 
Libanius fays, that the greateft victory he gained this year 
was over himfelf, in re it raining his courage, and bearing 
with patience the evil offices of thofe about him, who, inftead 
of fecondinghis great defigns, made it their whole bufinefs tb 
thwart them, in compliance with their private instructions, 
and to humour the jealous temper of Conjlantius f . The fame 
writer adds, fpcaking, we fuppolc, like an orator, that Ju- 
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iian was allowed not to aft, but only to fbew himfelf *. As 

for GonJlantiuS) it appears from the dates of feveral laws, that 

he did not ftir from Milan till after the eleventh of April * t 

and then took a progrefs into lllyricum *• He was returned 

to Milan on the twenty -ninth of Oftober ', as appears from a 

law bearing that date, which confirms to the clergy of the 

city of /bar* all their privileges k . He left Milan foon after 

to make war upon the Germans, who had for their kings the 

two brothers Gondomadus and Vadomarus. He pa fled the 

Rhine, entered their dominions on the fide of Rhaetia, and 

meeting with no oppoiltion, laid wafte their country far and 

wide. This obliged them to fue for peace, which the cmpe- Conflan- 

ror readily granted, and then returned to Milan , the ufual tius ob- 

place of his refidence l . While the emperor was abroad on Hges the 

this expedition, the emprefs Eufebia vifited the city of Rome, Germans 

and was received there by the fenate, who went out to meet to fne fir 

her, with extraordinary pomp and magnificence. During p**ce. 

her ftay in that metropolis, /he gave great largcfles to the 

people, and upon her departure made rich pre (cuts to the 

heads of the tribes ■»». The fame year, Conftantius^ exerting 

his zeal for the doctrine of Arius, drove At bona fins from his 

fee at Alexandria 5 and put Georgius, an Arian, in his room. 

He J ike wife baniflied the orthodox bilhops, Hilarius of Poi- 

tiers, and Rhodanes of Touloufe. But as for Athanaftus, he 

perfecuted him even beyond the limits of the empire, writing 

letters againft him to the princes of Auximus in Ethiopia* 

where he imagined the perfecuted bifhop had taken fheJter. 

The fame year, the emperor enacted two remarkable laws, Forbids % 

the one, dated the twentieth of February, condemning thokupoa pain 

to death who fhould for the future facrifice, or pay any man- of death, 

ner of worfllip to idols " ; the other, daied the eighth of the <wor- 

March, declaring the effects of condemned perfons, except Jh'PP* n & °f 

in cafes of magic or treafon, to belong to their children and Moh. 

relations within the third degree °. But this Jaw the emperor 

hi mfclf revoked in two years after 

The next confuls were, Con/Ian ti us the ninth time, and 
Julian the fecond. The latter had taken up his win ter-qua ters 
at Sens,** we have related above, and had kept with him but a 
finall number of troops, the reft being difperfed about the 

9 Idem, or. xii. p. 271. * Cod. Theodof. chron. p jr. 

1 Athanas. folit. p. 841. * Cod. Theodof. 1. xvi tit. 2. 

leg, 13. p. 39. 1 Amm ian. 1. xvi. p. 77, Sec, Julian, or. 

iii. p. 240. * Julian, or. iii. p. 240, 241. o Cod. 

Theodof. 1. xvi. tit. 10. leg. 6. p. 266. • Ibid. 1. ix. tit. 42. 

}cg. z.p. 329, p Ibid. leg. 4. p. 33, x. 
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country for the convenience of their quarters in a province 

Julian be- *° °^ ccn rava g cd and lalJ wal * e * The barbarians, apprifed of 
fiegedin *h' s > came in great numbers, and laid fie ge to the place, hop* 
Sens. «ng to take Julian hitnfclf prifoner. But he, with the few 

forces he had, made fo vigorous a defence, that the enemy, 
defpairing of ever being aole to reduce the town, drew off 
their forces, and retired, after they had lain a whole month 
before it. All this while Marcellus, the commander in chief* 
never ftirred to refcue Julian, or relieve the place, though 
he was quartered in the neighbourhood Ammianus tells us, 

Je£fc he was by the emperor deprived of his 
command, and confined to Sardica, the place of his nativity r . 
But Julian fays only, that Conjiantius began to fufpe& him. 
and look upon him as unequal to the command with which 
he was invefted r . Libanius writes, that he dreaded the 
barbarians, oppreffed the fubjedfa of the empire, treated Ju- 
lian himfclf with great haughtinefs, thwarted all his defigns, 
and upon his removal repaired to Milan to difcredit him with 
the emperor. But Julian, well acquainted with the malice 
of the one, and the jealoufy and credulity of the other, fent 
the eunuch Eutberius 9 his great chamberlain, to anfwer 
fuch things as might be alledged againft him ; which he did 
fo effeflually, that the emperor remained fully fatisfied with 
the conduit of Julian 1 . Ammian beftows great encomiums 
9 upon this eunuch. Not long after Conftantim declared 
He is crea- j u n an commander in chief of all the forces in Gaul-, being 

P erfuaded to lt cithcr bv theemprefs, or the eunuch Eutbe- 
m * f ff*n riusy or probably by both ». At the fame time he appointed 
'the forces ^ etI,erus m officer of great experience, and of a quite different 
in Gaul, temper from Marcellus, to command under him. Upon 

his arrival in Gaul, Julian, who received him with great joy, 
raifed new troops, and fupplied them with arms, which he 
luckily found in an old arfenal This year Conjiantius 
fentenced to death a great many perfons con v idled of having 
confulted the magicians, and publiihed a law forbidding, on 
pain of death, any one to have recourfe to the augurs, aruf- 
pices, or any other diviners what foe verV By another law, 
dated the fourth of December , he condemned all magicians to 
be devoured by the wild hearts This year, the emperor 
took a progrefs to Rome, which he had never yet fecn, with 

* Julian, p. 510. Ammian. p. 61. r Ammiak. ibid, 

p. 64966. f Julian, p. 51 1. « Ammian. p. 64, 

65. u Zos. I. iii. p. 703. Ammian. 1. xvi. p. 72. w Zos. 
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the emprefs Eufebia, and his fifter Helena, the wife of Julian. Conflanti- 
He entered the metropolis of the empire on the twenty-eighth us takes a 
of Aprils in a gilt chariot, adorned with an incredible number pr*g r *fi * 9 
of precious ftones, being attended by the fenate, and the whole R° me » 
nobility, who came out in their robes, and richeft apparel to 
meet hiin. The reader will find a very particular account 
of his triumphal entry in Ammianus, whodefcribes it at length 3 . 
He was wonderfully taken with the grandeur and magni- j s taken 
licence of the place, with the multitude of the people, with with the 
the loftinefs of the buildings ; but chiefly admired the temple grandeur 
of Jupiter* Tarpeiusy the public baths, the amphitheatre, tend magni * 
Pompey's theatre, and the lquare of Trajan. He is faid to fiance of 
have complained of fame, far exceeding truth in other things, the city. 
but coming ihort of it in what related to Rome. Ke haran- 
gued both the people and the fenate, the former from the rof- 
~tra, and the latter in the fenate-houfe. He is thought to 
have celebrated in that great metropolis the thirty-fifth year 
of his reign, reckoning from 323, when he was created Gaf- 
fer \ and it wasperhaps on occation of that folemnity that he 
ordered public fports to be exhibited, not only in Rome, but 
in all the other cities of Italy*. During his rtay at Rome, he was 
prefented with golden crowns of an extraordinary weight by 
feveral cities, and among the reft by rhe city of Cviftantino- 
pie, which had appointed Themejlius to pre fen t it ; but he 
falling lick, the difcourfe, which he had compofed for the 
occafion, was fent to the emperor, who was fo well pleafed 
with it, that he ordered a ftatue to be erected in honour of 
the orator ; which prompted him to write a fecond difcourfe 
or panegyric b . The emperor, defiring to add fomething of 
his own to the ornaments of the city, gave orders for tha' 
conveying of an obelifk thither, which had been removed by 
his father Conjlantim from HeiiopolU in Egypt with that de- 
fign, and had been carried as far as Alexandria. But that 
prince dying in the mean time, it dill remained there. Con- 
ftantius therefore ordered it to be brought to Rome, where 
it was with much difficulty fct up in the Circus Maximus a* 
bout the beginning of the following year e . This is the obe- 
lifk which was erected in Rome in the pontificate of Sixtut 
V «*. ConJIantius would not enter the place, where the fe- 
nate aflembl -d, till the ancient altar of viclory was removed 
from thence, left he fhould defile his eyes, fays St. Ambrofe r , 
with the unhallowed fight of an altar confccratcd to the in- 

1 Ammian. 1. xvi. p. 71, Sec. ' Ammian. ibid. 

b Th em ist. or. iv. p. 53— —$7. « Ammiah. 1, xvii.p.92. 
A Baron, aim. 357. • Am Duos. rel. fym. p. 106. 
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fcrnal fpirits. He was greatly taken with the pleafures arid 
diverfions of Rome* fays Ammianus * ; but was foon obliged to 
abandon them, upon intelligence that the Suevians had enter- 
ed Rhatia* the §>uadians Valeria* and the Sarmatians Lower 
Pannonia and Upper Matfia. He therefore left Rome on the 
twenty-ninth of May* after he had been there about a month* 
He retu rn and was at Milan* if no miftake has crept into the code, on 
ta Milan, the third of June* and likewife on the thirteenth of July 9 ; 

whence we may conclude, that the barbarians withdrew of 
their own accord. While Conftantius was at Milan* he re- 
ceived letters from Mufonianus prefect of the eaft, informing 
him, that Sapor* king of Perjia* was engaged on the moft 
remote frontiers of his kingdom in a mighty war with the 
Cbionitee and other people ; that he had fUffered great loffes, 
and confequently would, in all likelihood, hearken to a trea- 
ty of peace and amity with the Romans* which Mufonianus 
had taken care to propofe to Tamfapor* the Perfian gene- 
ral on the frontiers of Mefopotamia* who had written on that 
fubjc& to his mafter. Thefe negotiations came to nothing, 
as will appear anon. However, the emperor fent for Urfici- 
Urficinus nus* who was (till in Gaul* in order to advife with him a- 
rtcalUd bout the moft proper method of dealing with the Perfians. 
/nuvGaul. In the mean time, Conftantius* leaving Milan about the mid- 
and fent d] e of July* went to Trent* and from thence into Illyricum* 
into the vifited the frontiers of the empire towards the Danube* and 
eajl. conferred with the chiefs of the £>uadians and other neigh- 
bouring nations, who a flu red him or their friendibip. Urfici- 
nus found him at Sirmium* and was, after feveral conferen- 
ces, fent by him into the eaft, with the charade r of general, 
ami the fame power with which he had been inverted before 
his difgrace h . The emperor was at Milan on the fourth and 
fixth of December j but returned to Sirmium before the eigh- 
teenth of December x * and, according to Ammianus k , pa/Ted 
the winter there. 

To return to Gaul: The emperor, refolved by all means 
to put an end to the dreadful devaluations committed there 
R . chiefly by the Alemans* wrote to Julian* to march with all 

A^t into » is * orcesa 6 ainft them ' and at the &mc timc knt Bar bat io* 

Gaul who had been created general of the foot in the room of 

Sylvanus* out of Italy* with a body of twenty- five or thirty 
thoufand men, in order to furprife and inclofe the enemy be- 
tween the two armies. Barhatio was generally efteemed a 

f Amnian. p. 7?. 8 Cod. Theodof. chr. p. 56, 57. 
h Ammian. ibid. p. 72* Ju l i a n. ad A then. p. 51 j, * Cod. 

Theod.p. 57. * Ammian. 1. xvii.p. 103, 
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good officer 1 ; but all his bravery confided, according to 
Ammianus », only in words. He had betrayed G alius, under 
whom he ferved, and ftudied how to check the progrefs of 
Julian ; who no fooner heard of his arrival at BaJIe, than he 
took the field, having with him only thirteen thoufand men : 
but the Lett, a German nation, paffing between the two ar- 
mies, advanced as far as Lions, with a defign to furprife and ^ he r " 
pillage that wealthy city. As they met with a warmer re- ™™ L* onf 
ception from the inhabitants than they expe&ed, they gave o- , n 
ver all thoughts of taking the place, and contented them- a „j are 9 €tt t 
felves with ravaging the country all round it. Julian, upon in p iecg$ 
the firft notice of what had happened, detached ftrong parties Julian. # 
to guard the partes, through which he knew they muft return ; 
by this means they were all cut off, except thofe who marched 
near the camp of Barbatio, who was fo far from cutting off 
their retreat, that he complained by a letter to Gonjiantius of 
fome officers for attempting it, who thereupon ordered them to 
be cafhiercd. One of thefe was Valentinian % afterwards em- 
peror n . The other barbarians either fortified themfelvcs in 
tlie countries which they had feized, flopping up all the ave- 
nues with huge trees, or took flicker in the i Hands formed by 
the Rhine. Julian refoJved firft to attack the latter, and with 
this view fent to demand fome boats of Barbatio, who, in- 

Head of comjjying with hisjuft requeft, immediately burnt tours 

alt his boats,^5i he did, on another occafion, the provifions * t jt, v . ar t 
which had been fent for both armies, after he had plentifully jy ti ^ € 'r l7n5 
fupplied his own. It is uncertain whether he behaved thus 
out of pique to Julian, or in compliance with private inflec- 
tions from the emperor to thwart all his enterprizes °. Be 
that as it will, Julian, not in the ieafl rufiled or disheartened 
at the unaccountable conduct of Barbatio, perfuauid fome of 
the moft refolute anions: his men to wade over to one of the 
iflands, where they killed all the Germans who had taken 
fhelter there; and feizing their boats, purfued the /laughter 
in fcveral other iflands, till the enemy abandoning them all, 
retired with their wives, and what booty they could carry, 
to their refpedlive countries p . After this, he undertook the 
rebuilding of the Tres-tabern*, a fort near Strnjbourgh in Al- j u i; an 
face, now known by the name of Savcrne, which the enemy rc b H Uds 
had demolifhed. As it was fo fituated as to curb the nations Savcrne. 
beyond the Rhine, and prevent their irruptions into Gaul, 
Julian not only repaired the ' ancient fortifications, but 

1 Lt Ran. orat. xii. p. 272. m Ammian p. 73. "Idem 

ibid. 0 Idem p. 73. 74. v Idem ibid. S: Li a a n . orat xii. 
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added new works to them, ftorcd the place with provi- 
lions for a whole year, and left a numerous garifon in it, 
to keep the neighbouring country in awe 1, While fu- 
ll an was bufied in this work, Bar bat to was employed in 
Jaying a bridge of boats over the Rhine j but the enemy, 
apprifed of this, threw a great number of huge trees into 
the river, which being carried by the ftream againft the 
boats, funk feveral of them, and parted the reft. Barba- 
tio, feeing his work ruined , thought it advifeable to re- 
tire ; but the enemy, falling unexpectedly upon him in 
his retreat, cut great numbers of his men in pieces, took 
moft of his baggage, laid wafte the neighbouring country, 
and returned in triumph, loaded with booty. Hereupon 
Barbatio, putting his troops into winter-quarters, as if the 
campaign had been over, though it was then but harveft- 
time, returned to court, to nuke war there upon Julian 
with his calumnies and ill offices r . The barbarians, elated 
with this fuccefs, allembled in great numbers, under the banners 
of ChnodomariuSy a prince of great renown among them, 
and of fix other kings, and encamped in the neighbourhood 
of otrajbourgh. Being informed there by a deferter, that Ju- 
lian had only thirteen thoufand men with him, Cbnodomarius 
fent him a haughty and menacing meffage, commanding him 

to abandon forthwith the country which the Gjfhjans had con- 
quered bv their courage and valour r . Libanius adds, that 
the mcflenger produced to him the letters of Conftantius^ pro- 
miffing to relinquifh to them what countries or cities they 
fhould feizc in Gaul t. By fuch promifes Conjlantius is fuppo- 
fed to h^vc ftirred them up againft the tyrant Magnentius. 
But Julian^ paying no regard to them, detained the meflen- 
ger as a fpy, and purfued the works he had begun at Saver ne^ 
tiil he received intelligence, that the enemy were advanced 
within tweiuy miles of his camp. Hereupon, leaving Sa- 
verne, he marched directly againft them. When he was a* 
bout half way, he halted, with a defign to reft his men, and 
pu» off the battle to the next day ; but both officers and fol- 
Jiors demanding to be led without delay againft the enemy, 
he purfued his march, and found the Germans^ who had been 
informed of his approach, ready to receive him. They were 
thirty-five thoufand ftrong, headed by feven kings, ten princ- 
es, and many other lords of great diftindtion. Both armies 
engaged with great rcfolution and intrepidity, and the victory 
continued long doubtful 5 the Roman cavalry even gave way, 

'] Julian, p 512. LiiMN.p, 273. 'Ammian, p. 75. 
f Idem, L xvi. p. 7 j, 76. 1 Lidan, orat. xii, p. 269. 
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nor could Julian* with all his oratory, prevail upon them to 
rally and return to the charge : but the vigorous refiftance 
made by the foot fo di {heartened the enemy, that, after having 
attempted feveral times in vain to break them, they began to 
abate much of their impetuofity ; which the Romans perceiv- 
ing, they made a laft effort ; and charging the barbarians, 
already quite fpent, put them to flight, and purfued them72*Ger- 
with great Slaughter. Great numbers of them threw them- mans wr- 
felves into the Rhine* which was in their rear, and were tirefy 
drowned. Chnodomarius himfelf was taken in a wood, and/**"'* 
pre fen ted to Julian in the fight of the whole army, who 
thereupon faluted him with the title of Augujlus \ which he 
rejedled with great indignation, telling his foldiers* That the 
glory of the action was chiefly owing to Conjiantius* under 
whofe aufpices they had fought «. He loft in the battle only 
*four tribunes, and two hundred and forty-three private men. 
Of the Germans fix, or, as others willl have it, eight, thou- 
fand men were killed in the field; but a great number of dead 
bodies were feen floating on the river w . Zofimtts writes, 
that fixty thoufand of the enemy were killed on the fpot, and 
an equal number drowned ; but he muft have been inifled by 
bad memoirs, which ma-;es us queftion the truth of what he 
adds, viz. that, after the battle, Julian obliged fix hundred 
of his horfemen, who had fled, to appear before the whole 
army in the apparel of women *. The battle of Strafiourgh 
is famous in hiftory. Julian himfelf ftyles it a fuccefsful ac- 
tion, which reftored Gaul to its antient liberty Mamer- 
ttnus fays, that, by this fingle battle, the war was ended, and 
Germany ruined «. It is at leaft certain, that the barbarians 
were intirely driven out of Gaul. This memorable battle 
was fought in the plains near Strasbourg])* when the corn was 
ripe, and the moon in the laft quarter *. Julian a (bribed the 
whole glory of it to Conftantius* and immediately fent his 
royal captive Chnodomarius to him, whom he had treated with 
great refpedt, looking upon him as an inftance of the insta- 
bility of all human grandeur. Conftantius fent him to Rome* 
where he died foon after a natural death b. This victory was 
greatly leflened by the fycophants at court, and all the other 
actions of Julian turned into ridicule ; which, however, was 
lefs, prejudicial* to him, than if they had extolled and magni- 
fied his exploits to a fufpicious, weak, and timorous prince. 

■ 

u Amm r an. p. 84, 85. Liban. orat. x. p. 237. Jv 7. 1 an. ad 
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Contanti. Confiantius was not afhamed to afcribe the whoje glory of tin* 
u> affUmes great a&ion to himfelf, as appears from an edidl publifhed a- 
himfelf bout this time, wherein he fpeaks of himfelf as if he had 
the whole fought at the head of his army, without fo much as menti- 
^ oning the name of Julian e. Aurelius Viftor* who wrote a- 
tbha&ton. |j 0ut t ^ e i a tcer end of his reign, fpeaks in the fame (train *i 

and Ibemijliusy in magnifying his victories over the Germans* 
2nd the valour with which he delivered Gaul from their in* 
rcids, and reftrained them within their ancient limits, quotes 
the letters which the emperor himfelf had fent to the fen ate of 
Conjlantinople e . Julian 9 % firft care, after the battle, was to 
caufe all the dead to be buried, without diftin£tion of friend 
or enemy. Having performed this pious office, he returned 
iuSaveme* to finifii the works begun there, and then advanced 
With all his army to Muyence^ where he built a bridge over 
the river, and entered Germany* having with much-ado pre- 
vailed upon liis army to follow him. The Germans^ alarmed 
at the boldnefs of the young general, fent deputies to fue for 
peace, and almoft at the fame time others to threaten him and 
his army with immediate deftrudlion, if they did not forth- 
with retire ; hut the brave commander, defpifing their me- 
naces, continued ravaging their country till after the equinox; 
and then the fnow preventing him from advancing farther, he 
began to repair the fort of Trajan* which fome take to be the 
caftle of Cromburgh* about three or four leagues from Franc* 
fort. This undertaking alarmed the enemy to fuch a degree, 
that' they fent new deputies to fue for peace, which they 
could not obtain upon any terms ; but a truce was granted 
them for ten months, upon their promiflng to ftore with pro* 
vifions the fort which was building in their country, in order 
to curb and awe them f . After this, he returned tp Gaul 
with a great number of captives ; but being informed on his 
march, that fomc Franks* having ravaged the country about 
Rbeims during his abfence, had (hut themfelvcs up in two 
caftlcs on the Meufe* he marched again ft ihem, and obliged 
them to furrender, after they had defended themfelvcs with 
JuTian eb- g, cat bravery for the fpace of fifty-four days ; that is, the 
/if?s fame g realc ft p art e f December and all February. The prifoners 
>r s t0 were all fent to the emperor, who incorporated them among 
mnTfmdt* * 1,s troo P s * Julian* having thus ended this long and glorious 
"tltmto'tbe campaign, put his troops into winter- quarters, and took up 
emperer. his own in Paris* which we find about this time firft mcnti- 

« Idem, 1. xvi p. 86. 4 Aur. Vict. p. 528. * T11 e - 
mist. orat. p. 57. f Ammian. p. 68. LiiAN.orat. xii. 

P- -77* , 

oncd 




Chap, 26. The Roman Hijiory. 423 

©ned in hiftory . It was then only a caftle fituate on the Jfland 
formed by the Seyne 9 Which is now but a very fmall part of 
that great metropolis g . This year the emperor ena&ed a Same fawg 
law, dated the third of July 9 ' commanding the effcSs of thofe 9 f Con- 
to be confifcated, who lhould renounce the Chriftian to em- tiantius* 
brace the jfeivijb religion ; by another he obliges all fenators 
to re fide at Rome 9 t>r in the neighbourhood, many of (hern 
having retired from that metropolis, arid fettled in Jchaiai 
Macedon 9 and the other provinces of tllyricum 9 on ac- 
count of the great expences attending that jdighity at 
Rome. By a third, addrefled to Felix biihop of Kom* 9 he 
exempts all merchandizing ecdefiaftics, their wives, children,,., 
and domeflics, from every impofition, whether ordinary or 
extraordinary, .(uppofihg t he gairis they made to be applied by '"v- 
them to the reiier or trie poor. 

The next confute were Cerealis 9 uncle to Gallas Co: far 
on the mother's fide, and Datianus, who$ though of a mean 

defcent, bore the title of comes in 349* and was afterwards 
raifed to the rank of a patrician We have obferved above, 
that the Perfiati general Tamfpor had been perfuaded by 
Mufomanns 9 pre fed of the eaft, to wrire to his matter about 
renewing the anfient treaties with the Romans ; but as Sapor 
had not only concluded a peace with the Chionit<z 9 but enter- 
ed into an alliance with them before Tamfapor's letters came 
to his hands, in anfvver to the propofals tranfmitted to him by ; . 
that general, he wrote a haughty letter to ConJiantius 9 which itmbaffiei < 
he Lnt by one Narfes 9 with prefents for the emperor. The from S&pot 
contents of the letter were, that he might lawfully infill up- to Con- 
on the emperor's yielding to him all the countries beyond the ftantius, 
river Strymon in Macedon ; but left his demands fhould feem ^A om 
unreafonable, he would be fatisfied with Armenia* and Me- . n £*. 
fopotamia 9 which, with the utmoft injuftice, had been taken " us/a a " 
from his grandfather Narfes. He added, that, unlefs they * 
Were reftored, he was determined to do himfclf jultice, and 
try whether he could recover them by force of arms. In this 
letter Sapor ftyied himfelf king of kings 9 brother of the fun 
and moon j &c. Narfes y who was charged to deliver it to the 
emperor, arrived at Antioch about the end of the preceding, 
year, where Tbemiftius faw him ; and, after having re fled 
fome time there, purfued his journey to Conjiantinople, which 
he entered with great pomp on the twenty-third of February 
of the prefent year 358. From Conjiantinopie he repaired to 
Sirmiumy where the emperor then was, and, in a public an* 
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dience, prefcnted to him Sapor's letter, wrapped up in a* piece 
of white filk. Conftantiutj without entering into any ne- 
gotiation with him, wrote back to Sapor, that as he had main- 
tained the Roman dominions in their full extent while he was pof- 
felTed only of the eaft, he could not fuffer then to be curtailed 
now that he was matter of the whole empire. Fie ad.! . d, that he 
was ready and defirousto conclude a peace with the Perfian mo- 
narch, provided it were upon honourable tertr.b. With this letter 
he difmifled Narfes ; but a few days after fent a ( Ac i n em- 
ba fly into Perfia, with letters and prefents tor the king, be- 
ing deiirous at lead to put off the war till he had fecund the 
northern provinces againft the incurfiens of the barbarians, 
that he might employ all the forces of the empire againft i'o 
powerful and formidable an enemy. The Roman em ba (Ta- 
ilors found Sapor at Gtefipbon ; but not being able to pre- 
vail upon htm to abate any thing of his demands, they re- 
turned about the twenty- fourth of jiugufi. Count Lucillia- 

d Procopius, who ufurped the fovereignty in the reign 
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of Salens , were tent to the Perfian court foon after, to amufe 
that warlike prince with new propofals ; but he, inftead of 
hearkening to them, kept the embafladors fome time under 
!T£* Guadi c lofe confinement, threatening to treat them as fpies, but in 
tfjr^Sar- the end difmifled them unhurt *. While the emperor refid- 

ed at Sirmium, the ^uadi and Sarmatians broke into Panna • 
nta and Mafia 5 arid the Jutbunges y a Germmn nation, into 
Rbatia. The latter were defeated and driven back by Bar- 
batio ; bnt the emperor marched in perfon againft the former 
foon after the vernal equinox j and having croffed the Da- 
nube on a bridge of boats, laid wafte the territories of the 
Sarmatians, who thereupon came in great numbers, with the 
<$uadi> pretending to fuc for peace ; but their true defign 
was to furprife the Romans, who, fufpeding it, fell upon 
them fword in hand, arid cut them all to a man in pieces* 
This obliged the reft to file for peace in good earned ; which 
they obtained, upon their fetting at liberty the prifoners they 
had taken, and delivering up h oft ages k . The emperor then 
marched againft the Limigantes, that is, thofe flavcs, who in 
-274 had driven the Sarmatians out of their country, and feiz- 
ed it forthemfelves, as we have related elfe where. They too 
had made frequent inroads into the Roman territories 5 but, 
upon the approach of the army, came in great numbers to 
meet the emperor, pretending to fubmit \ but prepared to 
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fall upon him unexpectedly, if an opportunity offered. The 
emperor, obferving their furly looks, and difrruiiing them, 
afcended his tribunal, attended by the chief ofiicers of the ar- 
my, and his guards, in order to acquaint them with his pica- 
fure. While he was i peaking to them, his troops, purfuant 
to their private orders, infcnfuly furrounded them on all fides. 
When the emperor had done, the Limigantesj ditiatisried 
with the conditions lie had offered them, laid their hands on 
their fvvords ; which being cbferved by the Romans ', who 
watched all their motions, they fell upon them at once, and 
began the daughter. The Limigantes, finding it impofli ble 
to make their efcape, made with great fury towards the tri- 
bunal; but were repulfed by the guards forming thcmfelvea 
into the fhape of a wedge, and all to a man cut in pieces, 
not one of them deigning to afk quarter. After this, the 
Romans entering their country on one fide, and the Sarmali- 
ansy their ancient matters, .with the Ta'ifales, on the other, 
and deftroying all with fiie and fword, they were obliged in 
the end to comply with the only condition the emperor offered 
them, which was, to quit their country, and remove to a yj Je jj m j. 
more diftant place, that they might not be tempted to infeft games 
the empire anew. Conjlantius reftorcd the country to the driven $ui 
SarmatianSy its antient owners, twenty- four years after they by bim 9 
had been driven from it j appointed one of their nation, by and the 
name Zizais, to rule over them with the title of king, and country re- 
declared them a free people l . For thefe exploits the ^x-M ore ^ t0 
my faluted Conjlantius with the furname of Sarmaticus, who *& e barma- 
foon after, that is, about the end of O&ober 9 returned to tians * 
Sirmittitt 9 which he entered in triumph, and put his troops 



into winter-quarters IM . 

Is the mean time Julian* having fpent the flrft month of 
this year at Paris , in regulating the taxes paid by the pro- 
vince, fo as to find the neceffary fupplics, without laying any 
new burdens on the people, already quite drained and ex- 
haufted, took the field as foon as the feafon was fit for action, 
with a defign to conquer the Franks, before the truce which 
he had granted to the Alemans was expired. The Franks 
were at tins time diviJed into fcvcral tribes or clans ; but the 
m oft powerful among them was that of the Safit\ who, be- 
ing driven by the Saxons, according to Xofimus n , from (he 
lands they pofleffed in Germany % had fettled in Batavia ; thaC 
is, in the iflands formed by the fcvcral branches of the Rhine, 
and in Toxandria, which country began, according to the? 
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be ft modern geographers, about a league from Majlricht* and 
extended about twenty-five leagues along the Meufe, where 
fland at prefent the cities of Boifledue, Breda* and Antwerp °. 
Againft thefe Franks Julian marched firft, and was already 
arrived at Tongres, when he met their deputies on their jour- 
ney to Paris, where they fuppofed they fhould find him. 
Thev had been fent to beg he would fuffer them to remain as 
friends in the country which they poflefled. Julian* upon 
fome difficulties which he ftarted, fent them back for more 
particular inftruclions. They imagined, that he defigned to 
wait their return at Tongres 5 but they were no fooner gone, 
than he followed them ; and having entered their country, 
and obliged them to fubmit, he allotted them lands in Gaul 9 
and incorporated great numbers of them into his cavalry p . 
He then marched againft the Chamavi, another nation of 
Franks, who had fettled in Gaul ; and having overcome them 
in battle, and taken many of them prifoners, he obliged them 
to retire beyond the Rhine ; whence they fent deputies to fue 
for peace, which he granted them upon fuch terms as he 
thought fit to prefcribe. Having thus reduced the Salii and 
Chamavi, he rebuilt three forts on the Meufe, which the 
barbarians had demoliflied ; but wanting provifions, in a coun- 
try fo often ravaged by the enemy, to ftore them, to fupply 
his army, and to maintain the many captives, whom he had 
obliged the enemy to fet at liberty, he ordered fix or eight 
hundred veffels, as we read in Zofimus, to be built in Britain, 
for the conveying of corn from thence into Gaul. Julian 
continued in the country of the Chamavi, till the truce he had 
granted to the Alemans was expired ; and then laying a bridge 
He obliges of boats over the Rhine, he entered their country, putting all 

to fire and fword. Hereupon two of their kings, Suomarius 
and Hortarius, came in perfon to him, and obtained a peace, 
upon their promifing to fet at liberty all the captives they had 
taken, to fupply a certain quantity of corn when required, 
and to furnilh wood, iron, and carriages for the repairing 
of the cities which they had ruined. The prifoners, whom 
he refcued out of the hands of the barbarians during this cam- 
paign, amounted to twenty thoufand and upwards 1. The 
campaign being thus ended, he put his troops into winter- 
quarters ; but we are not told where he took up his own. 
This year, on the twenty-fourth of Augujl, about fix in the 
morning, a moft dreadful earthquake was felt in A/ia, Pontus, 
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and Macedon 9 which greatly damaged an hundred and fifty ci- 
ties, and utterly ruined that of Nicomedia* where it was fo Nicome- 
fudden and violent, that all the houfes were overturned at dia owr- 
once, and the inhabitants to a man buried in the ruins. This turmd h 
calamity is defcribed at length by Ammianus % by Gregory oi an **™ J * 
Nyja f , Ephrem of Edejfa y who wrote an elegy on that fub- * na e * 
jc£t c , and Libanius^ who bemoaned, in an oration, the de- 
finition of a city, which he ftyles the fifth of the empire 
for greatnefs, and inferior to none in beauty u . When ^Julian 
pafled that way in 362, he could not refrain his tears, in com- 
paring the condition it was in then, with that in which he 
had formerly feen it «\ Ariftenetus* who reflded there in qua- 
lity of vicar ; Cecrops^ bifliop of the place, and another bifliop, 
perifhed with the reft ; but not in the church, nor with many 
biihops, as the pagans gave out, to infult the chriftians *. 
The church, which was a magnificent ftruflure, and had been 
built by Confiantinc about the year 330, underwent the fame 
fate with the other edifices *. This year the emperor enabled - . 
a law, dated the thirteenth of July, and addrefied to Taurus 
prefect of Italy * declaring all magicians, aftrologers, augurs, 
arufpices, and pretenders to the arc of divination, enemies to aitzuri $cc, 
mankind ; and fuch of them as (hail be found in the prince's 
court, guilty of treafon, as giving the world occafion to be- 
lieve, that he fuffers or countenances them. By the fame 
law he orders the latter, whether discovered in his own palace, 
or in that of "Julian^ L e to put to the rack, if they deny the 
charge, and fpecifies the various kinds of tortures, which he 
will have them to undergo, without any regard to their rank 
or quality *. Authors think, that, by this law, the emperor 
meant to drive thefe impoftois from the court Julian^ who 
was fufpecled of privately favouring them, and giving credit 
to their predictions *. 

The following year, 359, the two brothers, Euftbius and 
Hypatius, were coufuls, being raifed to that dignity by the em- 
prefs Eujebia their fifter b . Ammianus begins his hiftory of 
this year with the exploits of Julian in Gaul, where he was 
bufied in ere&ing magazines, in vifxting the cities which had 
fuffered nioft by the inroads of the barbarians, and giving 
proper orders for the rebuilding of their walls, and rcpair- 
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ing their fortifications. After this he aflembled all his force* 
at MentXy and paflingtbc Rhine on a bridge of boats, entered 
Germany , and advanced as far as a place or country called Pal" 
lasy where the territories of the Alenians and Burgundians ended, 
Tulian P»^ a g* n S anc * laying wafte their country far and wide. There 
Sliges/eve- ^ e was met two k* n S s * Macrianus and Hariobaudus, who 
ralGcr- were brothers, come in perfon to fubmit to Julian, who grant- 
man nati- ed them a peace, as he did foon after to three other kings, 
•mtofuc Urias, Urjicinus, and Vejlralpus, upon their promifing to de- 
f or peace, liver up all the prifoners they had taken, and to furnifh a cer- 
tain quantity of corn when required. After this, Julian left 
Germany , and, as the feafon was already far advanced, he put 
his troops into winter-quarters, and retired himfelf to Pa- 
ris c . To return to Conftantius : That prince, having in- 
tercepted a letter to Barbatio from his wife AJfyria, giving 
him fome hopes of being raifed one day to the fovereignty, or- 
Barbatio dered them both to be executed. Many innocent perfons 
and fcvz- were involved in their ruin, and put to death, as privy to their 
ralotbers defigns. a tribune, by name Valentine, was feveral times 
executed. rac ] ce d i n a moll inhuman manner ; but, as he conftantly de- 
nied the charge, the emperor, convinced in the end of his in- 
nocence, to make him fome amends, gave him the command 
The trca-^ Q f t i )e troops in Illyricttm d . Before the end of the winter, 
ebery oftve t | )e emperor received intelligence that the Limigantes, quit- 
Limigan- ting the country in which they had been placed by him the 
tes ' preceding year, were advancing towards the borders of the 

empire. Hereupon, leaving Sinnium early in the fpring, he 
hairencd to the banks of the Danube, to prevent them from 
crofting that river, and invading Pannonia. Upon his arrival 
he fent deputies to them, defiring to know what had induced 
them to abandon the countrv which had been allotted to them. 

4 

The Limigantes anfwered in appearance witii the greateft fub- 
mifiion imaginable, that they were willing to live as true fub- 
jecls of tlie empire, in what part foever the emperor fhould 
think fit to place them ; but that the country, which they 
had abandoned, was altogether uninhabitable, as they were 
ready to demonfrratc, if the emperor would eive them leave 
to crofs the river, and hiy their complaints before him. Con* 
fid;! tins, pica fed with their propofil, granted them their re- 
quefr, and received them in the neighbourhood of Acumincutn^ 
which nuj/r geographers ttkc to be the prefent town of Ka- 



vnne% on the Danube, near Petrrtvivradin, in the territory of 
Sinn: :.\'.v. But while he was afc^nding his tribunal, they unex- 
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pe&edly fell upon his guards fword in hand, and would have 
killed the emperor him (elf, had he not with much-ado faved 
himfelf by flight. Several of his guards were flain ; but in 
the mean time the reft of the troops, taking the alarm, flew 
to arms, furrounded the Limtgantes y and cut them all to a man #11 cut 0 j\ 
in pieces e . Gonflantius then returned to Strmium^ where he 
was on the twenty-fecond of May, this year the eve of Pen- 
tecojl ; but foon after fet out from thence for Conficnt:?zople y 
for he was on the eighteenth of June at Singtdunim, in Mae- 
fia f . He paffed the remaining part of this year at Conftanti- 
nopUj ready to march, upon the firft advice, againft the Perji- 
ans. During his ftay in that metropolis, he diflinguifbed it 
with a prefect or governor ; an honour till this time peculiar 
to Rome. The firft prefect of Conftaniinopie was one Hono- 
ratusy invefted with that dignity on the eleventh of December 9 
according to Idattus, or of September, as we read in the 
chronicle of Alexandria. He had before been prefeft of Gaul e . 
This year the emperor difpatched into the eaft the fecretary 
Paulus Catena, famous for his cruelty, to profecute fevera! per- 
fons accufed of naving confulted the oracleofan idol named Be/a 
in the city of Abydus, on the moft diftant borders of Egypt i 
Modeftus, then count of the eaft, and afterwards prefect, was 
appointed to judge the criminals, HcrTnogjr.es, who had fuc- 
ceeded Mufonianus in the ofHce of prefect, being thought un- 
fit for that commiilion, on account of his mild and com- 
panionate temper. Modeftus eftablifhcd his tribunal at 6Vy- 
thopolis in Palcftine, whither perfons of both fexes, and of 
every rank and condition, were daily dragged in crouds from 
all parts, and either confined to dungeons, or torn to pieces 
in a moft cruel and barbarous manner on the rack, or pub- Several 
licly executed. Awmxanus gives us a moft frightful idea of perfons cox- 
itis, as we may call it, inquifltf on ; but at the fame time Jtmmd for 
owns, that fevera! perfons were cleared, and others pu nifhed consulting 
with far lefs feverity than was expected h . Parnafus, who had coracle* 
been governor of Egypt, was condemned to Iofe his head, 
for having confultcd an aftrologer, by means of one Artjlopha- 
ves ; but Mode/ins foftencd the rigour of that fentence, and 
only fent him into baniflimcut ; as he did Simplicius the fort 
of Phrilppus, who had been prefect, and couful in 348, 
though accufed of afpiring at the empire. T he latter was 
onlv hanifhed from his own country ; nor would Mode/la: 



funcr him to be racked, though he had pofitivc orders for it 
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from the emperor. As for Ariftopbanes* he was, by the or- 
der of Paulusy whom he had provoked with his freedom of 
fpeech, beaten with balls of led fattened to cords, till he was 
ready to expire ; when Mo deft us y pitying him, ordered the 
executioner to forbear, and fent Arijiophanes into banifbment. 
Demetriusy furnamed Cytbras 9 a philofopher, ftricken in 
years, being convicted of having facriiiced to the idols, was 
tortured with great cruelty for many hours ; but afterwards 
fuffered by Modejius to return to Alexandria his native city. 
Parnafus and the reft, excepting Artftophanesy who had been 
banifhed on this oc canon, were recalled three years alter, and 
pardoned 

f £/Perfi- In the mean while, Sapor ', king of Per/sa 9 was encouraged 
ans begin 2 nd prefled to begin hoitilities by an officer of ConjtantiuSy 
bofttlittes. name d Antoninus, who, finding his affairs ruined ac home, 

had fled to the court of Perjia> hoping to make his fortune 
there, and brought with him an exa& account of the ftate of 
the empire and all its forces. At the fame time, Eufebius 
the eunuch, who had been long contriving the ruin of Urjici- 
tftts, 'as the only perfon who was independent oPhim and fcorn- 
ed his fupport, perfuaded the emperor to remove him, as a 
perfon not to be trufted, from the command of the troops in 
the eaft, and to appoint in his room Sabinianus y a decrepit old 
man, pofTefied of immenfe wealth, but every way unfit for that 
employment. This change was no fooner known at the 
Perjian court, than AntoninuSy who was well acquainted with 
the character of Sabinianusy prefled Sapor anew to begin the 
war without delay, advifing him to march ftrait to the Eu- 
pbratcsy without loling time in befieging towns, to crofs that 
river, and enter Syria y which he might eafily reduce, while 
defended by fo unfit a commander. The Perfiany approving 
the fcheme, began to afiemble his troops from all quarters, in 
order to put it in execution. This alarmed Conjiantius, who 
immediately ordered UrfuinuSy to haften back into Syria , with 
the character of general of the foot, in the room of Bar bat to 
lately beheaded ; but without any authority, or even troops 
under his command. This too was a malicious contrivance of 
Eufebius and the other eunuchs, that, if the mighty dciigns 
cif the Perjian s were defeated, Sabinianus might have the 
honour of it ; but, if they were attended with fuccefs, Urfici- 
tins might bear the whole blame. That brave commander 
had no fooner reached Syria, than he was informed, that the 
Urficinus enemy's van-£.uurd had already pitted the Tigris, Upon ti,:s 

enters Me- intelligence he battened into Mrfopotamiay to give the necufiury 
fd;>oiumia, 

1 Idem, p. 152, 

order 
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orders there, in cafe the enemy fliould attack the city of 
Nijibis. From Nifibis he flew to Amida, another city in the 
lame country ; and, though he travelled in the night-time, he 
narrowly efcaped falling into the enemy's hands, whofe par- 
ties were fpread all over the country. From Amida he fent 
Am mi anus Marccllinus, the hi dorian, to reconnoit^ the ene- 
my, who, upon his return, informed him, that to him they 
feemed at leaft an hundred thoufand irrong ; that they had 
already pafled Niniveb in the province of Adiabene, and were 
arrived at the bridge of the Anxabas, a river in Ajfyria. Here- 
upon Urjicinus difpatched orders to CaJJia?ms^ duke of Mefo- cau *' :Qul 
poiamia, and to Eupbronius, governor of the province, to taken hy 
warn the inhabitants to withdraw with their effects into pla- Urficinus, 
ces of fafety ; to abandon Carrba, which was an open city ; 
and tofet fire to the forage, and likewife to the corn, though 
already ripe, that the enemy might find no fubfifte nee, either for 
themfelves or their horfes, between theTigris and the Euphrates. 
At the fame time he took care to fortify the banks of the Eu- 
phrates with forts and palifades, fupplying the former with 
warlike engines of all kinds. Thefe wife precautions having 
obliged Sapor to lay afide his defign of marching itrait to the 
Euphrates , he turned to the left, and took his rout, purfuant 
to the advice of Antoninus , by the foot of the mountains 
which part Mefopotamia from Armenia , not doubting but 
he fhould find there plenty of forage, and the Euphrates 
fordable nearer its head. Urjicinus , apprifed of his de- 
fign, immediately left Amida, to give the necefTary orders 
on that fide likewife 5 but being furrounded by one of the 
enemy's parties, he narrowly efcaped falling into their 
hands. Ammianzts Mar cell inus y the hiftorian , was purfued 
as far as Amida ; which place was invefted a few days after 
by Sapor's whole army, in which ferved feveral princes of 
different nations, and among the reft the king of Albania, 
and Grumbates, king of the Chionita, a prince renowned for 
his valour and conquefts. The Perfian took on his march to 
Amida two Roman forts, Reman and Bufan, the foldiers, who g a Qrfa £ fi 
garifoned them, opening the gates to him upon the firft fum- glz ^ g n Q /* 
mons, though they were both places of great ftrength, and nian/0/7/ 
the inhabitants of the neighbouring country had retired to 
them with all their effedts. In both the forts Sapor foutvi 
fbmc virgins, confecrated, to ufc the expreffion of Ammianus, 
to the worfhip of God, accordingto the difcipline of the chrift- 
ians, and was fo far from offering them any injury, that, 
on the contrary, he injoincd his foldiers not to interrupt < r 
difturb them in their tilual exercifes of piety, hoping, bv ilu.c 

gentle treatment, to rwneve the preju-Jic-, which his jornur 
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cruelties had begotten in the minds of the neighbouring peo- 
ple k . He appeared before Amida, not with a defign to bc- 
fiege the place, but only to found the difpofition of the gari- 
fon j and, in cafe they refufed to fubmit, to purfue his inarch 
into Syria, agreeable to the plan fuggefted by Antoninus. But 
the Romans having di fcharged againft him, as he approached 
the walls to fhew himfelf in all his pomp and majefty, afhewer 
of darts, arrows, and javelins, one of which pierced his royal 
robes, and another laid the Ton of Grumbatcs, a youth of great 
expectation, dead at his father's feet, he was fo i ran fp or ted with 
rage, that, laying afide his former fcheme, he refolved at all 
adventures to revenge the affronr offered to himfelf and the 
death of the young prince, with the utter deftruction of the 
city, and a general maffacre of all its inhabitants. The read- 
er will find a particular and diftincl account of this memorable 
liege in jlmmianus, who was fhut up in the town, and an 
eye-witnefs of all that paffed both within and without the 
walls. Never was place aflaulted with more fury, nor de- 
fended with more vigour, refolution, and intrepidity; but in 
the end moft of the garifon being killed, and thofe who fur- 
vived quite fpent with labour and watching, the walls being 
in feveral places levelled with the ground, and the ditches fil- 
led up with dead bodies, the Perfians made a laft effort, and 
entered the town fword in hand, after having lain feventy-five 
days before it, and loft, during that time, thirty thoufand 
men and upwards. The city was razed, the chief officers 
crucified, and the reft, with the foldiers and inhabitants, ei- 
ther put to the fword, or carried into captivity, except our 
hiftorian and two or three more, who, in the dead of the 
night, efcaped through a poftern not obferved by the ene- 
my. As for Sapor > the fummer being already far fpent, 
and his army greatly fatigued, he thought it advife- 
able to return to his dominions, having but little to 
brag of this expedition, which colt him the lives of fo 
many men, and prevented him from purfuing the advanta- 
geous defigns fuggefted to him by Antoninus l , Sablnianus was 
bufied, during the whole time of the ficge, in exercifing his 
men near Edejfa m. Urjicinus was continually preffing him 
to take the field, and harafs, at leaft, the enemy, by cutting 
off their parties, and intercepting their convoys $ which he 
might have cafily done, and by that means diverted them from 
pmfuing the fiege with fo much vigour, and perhaps obliged 
them to raife it. But Sabinianus returned no other anfwer, 
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than that his inftru&ions were not to expofe the army to arty 
danger* tie is fuppofed to have had like wife private inftruo 
tions from Eufebius y the favourite eunuch* his patron, to give 
Urjicinus no opportunity of performing any thing that might 
redound to his honour Thus was that great officer obJiged 
to continue inaflive, and fee, with the utmoft regret, one 
of the ftrongeft cities in the eaft reduced, and fo many brave 
men fall unrevenged. Ammianus, ,after his efcape from Ami- 
da, found him at Miletene m the Leffir Armenia, on his way 
to Antioch, whither he followed him foon after. From An- Urficlnus 
tiocb Urjicinus repaired to court, where he was, to his great 
furprize, charged with the lofs of Amida, and all the wrong € f mrt \ 
fteps taken during that unhappy campaign. Arbetio and Fb-^Kri**' 
rentius, two of Eufebius's creatures, were appointed by the 
emperor to inquire into his conduft, and exarfiirie by whofe 
fault Amida was lotf. Thefe two judges, however partial and 
corrupt, could not lay the blame on Urjicinus ; but on the 
other hand, not caring, through fear of offending Eufebius, 
to expofe Sabinianus, ended their enquiries, without clearing, 
as they were in juftice bound to do, the former, or condemn* 
ing the latter. Urjicinus, highly provoked at fuch proceed- 
ings, appealed to the emperor, who, he faid, would not fail 
to punifh with duefeverity the authors, whoever they were, 
of the late miicarriages. In the tranfport of his paflion, he let 
drop the following Unguarded expreffion, viz. That the empe- 
ror himfelf, though he marched into Mesopotamia next fpring 
at the head of his army, would not be able to protect that coun- 
try, fo long as he was thus governed by eunuchs. This being 
carried immediately to the emperor, as it generally happens iri 
courts, with malicious aggravations, Conflantius, without any g 0 * g j£ 
further inquiry, ordered that brave and loy^l officer to retire graced* 
to his native country, after having divefted him of his employ- 
ment, and given it to one Agilo, a German, who, in 354, 
had been trtbunusjlabuli, which anfwers our matter of the 
horfe o. Thus was this weak and deluded prince, induced to 
deprive himfelf, and the empire, which Jay at ftake, at fo cri- 
tical a conjuncture, of the /kill, counfels, and experience cf 
the bed officer of the age, to gratify the avarice, ambition, 
and revenge of a wicked courtier, facrificing to his private 
ends the public intercft, and the welfare and glory both of 
his prince and country. 

° Idem ibid. &I, xix- p. 136. 0 Idem, p. 144, 145, & f. 
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The Perfi- Th B following year, Conjiantius being conful the tenth 
ans make time, and Julian the third, Sapor* entering Mefopotamia 
them/elves early in the fpring, took by aflault Singara* a town of con- 
mafters of fiderable ftrength, and carried both the garifon and inhabitants 

into captivity. Then leaving Nijibi-* where great part of the 
Roman army Jay encamped, on the left, he took his rout to- 
wards Bezabde* called alfo Phoenicia , a ftrong town on the 
Tigris. After fevcral attacks, in which great numbers fell on 
both fides, the bifliop of the place went out to exhort the king 
to withdraw, and put an end to fo deftru&ive a war ; but 
Sapor, without returning him any anfwer, purfued the iiege, 
made himfelf mafter of the place, put moft of the inhabitants 
to the fword, and reduced the reft, with the bifliop and all 
his clergy, to flavery. Some fufpc£ted the bifliop, named, 
as we are told p , Heliodorus* of fecretly favouring the Per- 
Jians ; but Ammianus clears him of this charge V Sapor did 
not demolifh Bezabde* as he had done Sin gar a ; but repaired 
the fortifications, and leaving a garifon in it, led his army 
againft Virta, or Btrtha* on the moft diftant borders of Mefo- 
potamia ; but not being able to reduce it, after feveral un- 
fuccefsful attacks, he raifed the fiege, and retired to his own 
dominions, without engaging in any other enterprise this 
campaign. While Sapor was thus, by degrees, reducing 
Mefopotamia* Conjiantius was ftill at Conjlantinople* raifmg 
new troops, and foliciting the Goths and other barbarians to 
join him. At length he left that metropolis, when the fpring 
was already far advanced, and fet out for Syria. Upon his 
arrival at Cmfarea in Cappadecia* he was met by deputies fent 
to him by Julian* who had been declared emperor at Paris* 
as we (hall relate anon. He was thunder-ftruck with this news, 
and long in fufpenfe, whether he fhould march againft Julian 
or Sapor \ but was in the end perfuaded to purfue his march 
into the eaft. Leaving therefore Cappadocia* he advanced to 
Miletent in the LeJJer Armenia* pafled the Euphrates at Samo- 
fata in Syria* and arrived at Edejfa in Mefopotamia* where he 
info Mefo- was obliged to wait the coming of his troops, and the war* 
P t.mia. like engines, till after the autumnal equinox, when he pur- 
fued his march to Amida* which he could not behold, buried, 
as it was, in its ruins, without (bedding many tears. From 
Amida he continued his rout to Bezabde* with a defign to re- 
take that place ; but being in fevcral aflauhs repulfed by the 
Perfian garifon, he refolvcd to reduce it by famine, which 
he might have done, the Perfian army being long before dif- 
perfed, and, according to cuftom, returned to their refpec- 
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tivc homes, had not the heavy rains and Ceverc weather ob- 
liged him to drop the enter prize and retire to Jntioch, which 
he did not reach before the end of the year ; for, on the fe- 
venteenth of December, he was at Hierapolis in Euphrates 

Jiana r . 

We fhall now return to Julian, whom we left the pre- Tie Scott 
ceding year in his quarters at Paris, where he was informed an * 
in the beginning of the winter, that the Pitts and Caledonians, brea * int * 
about this time firft diftinguiftied in hiftory by the name of wKonwi 
Scots or Scots, had broken into the Roman province, and UrrU9rt€u 
committed dreadful ravages there. Upon this intelligence, 
he fent his lieutenant Lupicinus, who had fucceeded Sever us 
in that poft, with fome troops into Britain, Lupicinus 
fet fail from Boulogne in the depth of winter, and in a few 
days reached London, where he landed his forces f . But of 
this expedition we find no farther account in hiftory : and 
indeed Lupicinus, though he was an officer of great x 
bravery and experience in war, had not time to perform 
any remarkable exploits, being recalled foon after, as we 
fhall relate anon. In the mean while, Conftantius, whol- Tie empe- 
ly intent upon aiTembling a mighty army for his intend- ror J e "d* 
ed expedition againft the Per/tans, fent Deccntius, one of fi r P*?* % 
his fecretaries, into Gaul, to bring from thence all the °f J ulian *' 
Batavians, and other auxiliaries, with three hundred men * rm 7 % 
chofen out of each corps ferving under "Julian, that is, the 
flower of that prince's army. The emperor's orders were not 
addrefled to Julian, to whom he only wrote, warning him 
not to oppofe them j but to his lieutenant Lupicinus, and to 
Gentinus, or, as others call him, Sintula, his tribunus Jlabuli, 
or mailer of the horfe. Muft writers are of opinion, that the 
emperor took this refolution, rather with a defign to weaken 
Julian, than to ftrengthen himfelf; for he began to be jea- 
lous of that prince's glory, and apprehenfive of his power. 
The common report was, that the emperor was induced to 
take this ftep by private letters from Florentius, at that time 
pretext of Gaul, and in his heart a great enemy to Julian *• 
Be that as it will, Julian found himfelf reduced, by the above- 
mentioned order, to the unhappy dilemma, either of falling 
a facrifice to the rcfentment of the emperor, if he refufed to 
comply with it ; or periftiing by the arms of barbarians, if he 
obeyed it, being well apprifed that they, unmindful or their 
promifes and treaties, would be tempted to break into Gaul, 
as foon as they faw that province destitute of troops to defend 

r Cod. Thcodof. p. 60. Ammian, 1. xxi. p. 185. Sc I. xr.p. 
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it. In this dangerous fituation, he refolved without hefitating 
a (ingle moment, to obey, but at the fame time to abdicate 
the dignity of Cajar* that he might not be charged with 
the lofs of Gaul. He thought himfelf, however, bound to 
acquaint Decentius* that the auxiliaries raifed in Gaul and 
Germany had entered into the fervice, upon condition of their 
not being obliged to pafs the Alps ; and that the violation of 
this article, always infilled upon by the people beyond the Rhine* 
might prevent their .lifting themfelves for the future. But 
Decentius giving no ear to his juft remonflrances, he fubmit- 
ju.ian to ^ e em peror*s will without reply. As Lupicinus* to 

nvitbtbe w ^ om the emperor's orders were add re/Ted, was abfent in Bri- 
emperor^s t a * n * Decentius himfelf chofe " all the bcfl men out of each 
ordtrs. corps, not excepting Jul f ion's own guards ; which was no 

fooner done, than "Julian wrote to their refpe&ive com- 
manders, injoining them to quit their winter-quarters, and 
begin their march without delay. This order threw all Gaul 
into the utmoft confuiion ; nothing was heard but complaints, 
outcries, and lamentations, as if the barbarians had already 
entered the province: feveral libels againft Conjlantius* and 
in commendation of Julian, were privately handed about, 
and difperfed among the foldiery. Ammianus mentions one, 
in which the foldiers complained of their being banifhed to 
the moft remote parts of the earth, while their wives, children, 
and relations were carried into captivity by the barbarians. 
To obviate this complaint, Julian ordered them to carry 
their families with them, fupplying them with public carriag- 
es for that purpofe. : When the troops were ready to depart, 
Julian advifed Decentius not to fuffer them to approach 
Paris, where he (till was in winter-quarters ; but Decentius* 
fearing they might matiny, if they left Gaul without feeing 
their genera!, led them thither to take their leave of him, 
which proved a very injudicious {rep. ' Julian received them 
in a nioft obliging manner, and encouraged them cheai fully to 
fubmit to the cmpcroi 's commands, who would not fail to re- 
w rd their valour^ But on the other hand, the people con- 
jured them not to abandon a country which they had defend- 
ed v\ ich fo much glory 5 and the foldiers ihewed a ftrong in- 
^efotii- clination to comply with their requcft. Hereupon Julian , 
-.sun- afcendu:£ the tribunal, told them, that it was not by any 
^uillhigto means lawful for them to deliberate about a thing already de- 
Uavebim. cideJ by the emperor; and upon that fubje£t made a long dif- 

courfc, which the foldiers heard with attention, and with- 
drew in filcnce. After this, Julian invited the chief officers 
to dinner, entertaining them with no lefs tendernefs than mag- 
nificence, 
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nificence, and defiring them, when they took leave of him, 
to let him know in what he could be ferviceable to them. The 
officers, greatly concerned to part with fo obliging a com- 
mander, and to quit their country, returned in the utmoft 
affliction to their quarters 1 . However, they continued all 
quiet till about fun-fet, when the foldiers, ftirred up, accord- 
ing to Zojimus 0, by libels difperfed under-hand among them 
by their officers, flew all at once to arms, and haftening to 
the palace, furrounded it, and with a tumultuous noife pro* 
claimed Julian emperor Julian calls all the gods to wjt- 
nefs, that he had not the leaft knowledge of this defign, nor 
the leaft fufpicion of its being on foot, but was withdrawn T&ty pro- 
iwith his wife when he firft heard himfelf faluted with the title claim bit* 
of Augujlus*. Libanius too afiiires us, that the defign was trnferor. 

not premeditated, outbidden*. Julian* (hewing himfelf highly 
diflitisfied with the conduct of the foldiery, ordered all the 
gates of the palace to be kept {hut ; infomuch, that the foldi- 
ers, eager to fee him, were obliged to wait till the next 
morning. In the mean time, he invoked his gods, intrcating 
them to reveal to him their will by fome prodigy ; and they 
commanded him, as we are told, to comply with the defires 
of the foldiery, Ammianus writes, that Julian told his 
friends in confidence, that a fpe&re appeared to him that ve- 
ry night, representing the genius of the empire, as it was 
painted in thofe days, and difappeared, after having uttered 
thefe words, / am come to Jlay with you* but arJy for a Jhort 
time *. Eunapius a flu res us, that before he accepted the fo- 
vereignty, he performed certain ceremonies in private with 
a pagan pontiff, whom he had fome time before fecretly font 
for out of Grjece* j which, in the. language of that writer, 
imports that he had recourfe to magic. As foon as day appear* 
ed, the foldiery, breaking down the gates of the palace, ob- 
liged Julian to (hew himfelf, and faluted him anew with the 
title of Auguftusy which he continued to reject, reminding 
them of their duty, and promifing to prevail upon the empe- 
ror to countermand the orders which had given occafion to 
their complaints, mutiny, and revolt. But all was to no | u " ln w 
purpofe ; nay, the foldiers, well apprifed that ConJiantius % not-/ e ?. s *** 
withstanding all his promifes, would in the end treat them * ** 
as rebels, threatened Julian with immediate death, if he per- 

1 Idem p. 169. L 1 b an. or. xii. p. 283. Julian, ad A- 
then. p. 5 1 8, 519. u Zos. 1. iii. p. 710. w Ammian.1 xi. 
p. 159. Lib. or. xii. p 284. * Julian, or. xii, p. 2S4. 
* Libaw. or. x. p. 241. 'Ammian. p. 162. a Eunap. 
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lifted any longer in declining the honour they intended to 
Bat is confer upon him. To thefe menaces h.e yielded, and was 
forced to thereupon lifted up by the foldiers on fliields, and fliewn to 
efit. the multitude, who, with loud acclamations, proclaimed him 
"emperor, while an officer, by name Maurus* placed upon his 
head his golden collar, enriched with precious ft ones, inftead 
of a diadem. When this ceremony was over, Julian* to a- 
nimate his foldiers, promifed them five pieces of gold and 
a pound weight of filver a man b . After this, he (hut himfelf 
up in the palace, difpleafed and uneafy at what had happened , 
which gave occaiion to the report of his having been murder- 
ed. This alarmed the foldiery, who immediately flew to the 
palace, where, to their great fatisfa&ion, they found him, not 
only fafe, but clad in the imperial robes c. Libanius writes, 
that the eunuch, his chamberlain, had in reality been bribed 
to murder him d } and Julian himfelf, that money had been 
diftributed among the foldiery to debauch them e . However 
that be, the foldiers, imagining he had been in danger, preflcd 
him to put all the friends of Conflantius to death, who had op- 
pofed his promotion ; but he refolutely declared, that he would 
Bis gene- not by any means fuffcr the leaft injury to be offered to them ; 

nay, he generoufly forgave the eunuch, who had attempted 
to take away his life*. Some troops had already begun their 
march towards the eaft, but they were no fooner informed 
of what had pafied at Paris* than they returned with their 
leader Sintula* and joined the reft. Julian* having afiemb- 
led them all in a neighbouring plain, appeared *at their 
head with all the badges of majefty ; and afcending the tribu- 

Jffii fpetcb na *» in a vcrv c ' e g ant an< * lively fpeech commended their va- 
totbe/ol- l° ur > P utl hem in mind of the many vidlories they had gain- 
4^ ed under his conduct, encouraged them to defend and protect 

a prince, whom they themfelves had rai fed, and ended with 
alluring them, that he was determined to rule with jufticc 
and moderation, and to prefer fuch only as were men of 
merit, without fuffering himfelf to be biafled by the recom- 
mendation of any perfon whatfoever . Such is the account 
Difagrtt* which Julian himfelf, and after him Libanius* Ammianus* 
mtnt a- and Zofmus> his admirers, or rather adorers, give us of his 
mong au- promotion to the imperial dignity. But on the other hand, 
tbors about thechriftian writers, namely Grtgory of Nazianxus Philo/lor- 

tbt manner 

ofhtspro* b Am Ml aw. p. 160. Lib. or. v. p. 179. Zos. p. 711. Zqvar. 
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I'ms *, Theodortt and So%om*n feem to have thought 

him privy to the defign of the foldiery?; nay* Xonaras tells 
us in plain terms, that, either prompted by ambition, or ap- 
prehending in the end the doom of his brother G alius, he 
gained under-hand the officers, who by his private di- 
rections ftirred up the foldiers to threaten him as they 
did, that, to the eyes of the world, he might feem td 
have accepted the fovereignty to fave his life *. The 
former writers betray, no doubt, a great partiality for Juli- 
an, and the latter an equal prejudice again ft him. We 
fliall therefore, in defcribing his reign and actions, impar- 
tially relate, unbiafTcd as we are by any favour or prejudice, 
what we find in writers of both parties, leaving the reader to 
judge which of them deferves moft credit. All authors 
agree, that Julian was raifed to the imperial dignity in the 
year 360, but as to the day, we are quite at a lofs : but as 
the troops were, at the time of his promotion, ftill in their 
winter-quarters, it muft have happened in the month of May 
or April. He had no fooner accepted the imperial title, than Deceit ti» 
Dtcentius haftened back into the eaft, whither he was foon Flo- 
followed by the prefect Florentius, who, confeious to himfelf *«ntius 
of his conduct towards Julian, and dreading his refentmenr, Jlf* * 
was in fuch hafte to get out of Gaul, that he left his whole Gatt *- 
family behind him ; but Julian not only gave them leave to 
follow him, but ordered them to be fupplied for that purpofe 
with public carriages. Lupicinus, Julian's lieutenant, an 
officer of great experience, courage, and addrefs, was capa- 
ble of imbroiling matters ; but as he was ftill in Britain, 
Julian, by ordering all the veflels on the coaft to be ftopped, 
prevented his receiving intelligence of what had pafted ; fo 
that upon his landing at Boulogne to execute the emperor's 
orders, addrefled to him, as we have related above, he was 
arrefted by an officer fent thither for that purpofe, but treat- Lupirinos 
cd by Julian with the utmoft humanity and good-nature n . mrrefttd. 
And now Julian well apprifed that the emperor would be but treated 
alarmed and highly provoked at what had happened, in or- with km* 
der to appeafe his wrath, and allay his fears, wrote an obiig- mmmty* 
ing letter to him, which he fent by two of his chief officer*, 
Pentadius and Eutherius. In the letter he acquainted him j. u |?" 
with what had happened, begged he would fufter him to'!" vJT* 
enjoy the title which he had been forced to accept, pro- 
mifed to obey him, even in that ftation, with die fame g ^ 0m ^ m 
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readinefs and alacrity as if be were a . private perfon, offered 
to fend him fome troops, and even to leave him the nomi- 
nation of the prefeft ; but at the fame time he referved to 
himfelf the creating of other officers* and remonftrated with 
the greateft fubmiffion, that Gaul was fo far from being 
able to fpare any of its natives, that, on the contrary, it 
flood in need of affiftance from other provinces. Julian 
hot only wrote himfelf, but perfuaded the . whole army to 
write to the emperor, earneftly intreating him to confirm 
what they had done, and to agree with Julian? who had. 
obliged them to take an oath not to raife any difturbances, if 
Conjlantius fuffered him to continue in Gaul with the title of 
Auguftus °. Julian? in his letter, contented himfelf with the 
title of Cafar p ; and he himfelf a flu res us, that, in writing 
to the emperor, he never afliimed ahy other But to this 
public letter, as we may ftyle it, he added a private one, 
highly injurious and abufive, as we read in Ammianus? who 
tells us, that though it had been communicated to him, yet 
he fhould have thought it indecent and unbecoming to infert 
it in his hiftdry r . The deputies from Julian met the emperor 
at Cajarea in Coppadocia? who, upon his firft reading the letter,' 
was fo tranfported with rage, that he drove them from his 
prefencc, and was fome time in fufpence, as we have faid, 
whether he fhould proceed in his expedition againft the Per- 
ftans? or turn his arms againft his new rival ; but upon ma* 
ture deliberation, cooler counfels prevailed, and Conjlantius; 
/ ^ difmifling the deputies without any anfwer, difpatched Leonas? 

Conftanti- his queftor, into Gaul? with a letter to Julian? acquainting 
us refufes hi m> t h at ne could not by any means approve of his ufurpa- 
^acknvw- t j on> anc j ex horting him as he tendered his own fafety, and 
ledge him that of his fricnds5 to be fatisficd W uh the title of Cmfar % 
emperor. w | 1 j c | 1 ^ e ^jjj a u owe d him to enjoy,' but difapproved and 

annulled whatever elfe had been done. Leonas foon reached 
Paris? where he was kindly received by Julian? to whom he 
delivered the emperor's letter the day after his arrival. Julian 
Tulian's rece » v ed it fitting on his tribunal, in the prefence of the fof- 
eondua on ^' cr y anc * people, whom he had a (Tern bled for that purpofe, 
this ocea- anc * cau fed it to be read aloud. When he underftood, that 
fion. the emperor would not by any means allow him the title 

of Augujlus^ addrefling himfelf to Leonas? he told him, that 
he was willing to lay down that title, provided the foldiery 
contented to it ; but other wife could not, without betraying 
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them, and expofing them to the refentment of Conftantius. 
He had fcarce uttered thefe words, when the whole aflembly 
confirmed to him with repeated acclamations the title they had 
given him, declaring that they were determined to ftand by him 
to the laft drop of their blood, Julian wrote to the em- 
peror by Leonasy acquainting him with the difpofition of 
the people and foldiery. and telling him, that he could not 
prevail upon himklf to abandon them to his refentmenr. 
Several mefliges and em bailies paflld between Conjtantius and 

Julian ; the former infifting upon his abdicating the fovc- 
reignty, and the latter declining, under various pretences, 
to relinquifh the authority with which he had been in* 
veiled by the foldiery and people, but at the fame time af- 
furing the emperor of his good intentions aud zeal for his 
fervice . 

In the mean time, the emperor being wholly taken up 
with the Per/tan war in the eaft, Julian^ to keep his army 
in action, and maintain the reputation he had acquired, 
pafled the Rhine at Trice/ima 9 which fome take to be Cleves y 
others Kellen^ in that neighbourhood 5 and falling fuddenly 
upon the Jthuarii^ the inhabitants of the prefent countries or Julian 0- 
Cleves and Munjler^ who had made frequent inroads intow«»« 
Gaul 9 laid wafte their territory, cut great numbers of them # Athu- 
in pieces, and obliged the reft to fubmit to fuch laws as he arn - 
thought fit to impofe upon them. In this expedition he 
fpent three months, and then repaifing the Rbine^ he vifited 
all the forts on that river as far as Bajle^ recovered fome pla- 
ces that were ft ill held by the enemy, fortified them, and, as 
the year was already far fpent, retired by the way of Befancon^ 
which he defcribes in a letter 5 , to Vienne^ where he took up 
his winter-quarters. About this time died his wife Helena % ?J* w ^ 
the fitter of Canjlantius •, and her body was fent to Rome* j.* f ea * 
to be there interred near that of her lifter Conjhmtina u . She 
is ftylcd on moft of her medals Flavia Julia Helena y and on. 
fome bears the title of Augujla w , which we fuppofe her to 
have taken after the promotion of her hufband. This year, 
on Monday the twenty -eighth of Augujl^ happened a great 
eclipfe of the fun, which began at half an hour pall four in 
the morning, and lafted above two hours *. Ammiunus takes 
notice of it in his hiftory y . 
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The next confute were Flavius Tdurus 9 prefeft of Italy, 
who had prefided the year before at the famous couacil of 
Rimini and Florentius, prefc& of GW, who had fled from 
that province upon the promotion of Julian. This year Ju** 
finding Conjiantius would not hearken to any terms*, 
began to prepare for war, being incited to it alfo by his ma- 
gicians, whoaiTured him of fuccefs, and encouraged by feve- 
ral dreams, in one of which he is faid to have known, that 
Con/Ian tius was near his end, nay, that he was to die about 
the month of November x . He ftill made an outward profef- 
,an * fion of the chriftian religion, fays Ammianus *, to gain the 
ocr 'ff' chriftians to his party, though he had long fince renounced 

that in his heart, and embraced the religion of the anticnt 
Romans ; nay, the better to impofe on them, on the feaft 
of the Epiphany ', which was celebrated with extraordinary 
iulcmnity in the church, he publicly aflifted at divine fervice* 
and offered up with the reft his folemn prayers * ; which ex- 
preiSon of Ammianus fome underftand of his receiving the 
cucbarift. Zonaras writes, that this happened on the feaft 
of our Saviour's nativity, which was then celebrated by the 
Creeks on the fixth of January $ and adds, that Julian by this 
hypocrify hoped to fecure the foldiers to his party, who were 
for the moft part chriftians*. When he had made the neceffary 
preparations for war/ and was ready to march into Italy, and 
thence into the eaft, againft Conjlantius, if he perfifted in rc- 
fufing him the title of emperor, advice was brought him, 
that the Alemans, and among the reft the fubje£ts of Vado- 
mar i us, whofc country lay near Ba/le, had broken into Gaul, 
on the fide of Rbcetia, and committed dreadful ravages there. 
Vadomarius pretended to have the greateft refpedt imaginable 
for Julian, and to be much concerned for the hoftilities com- 
mitted by his countrymen ; but, in the mean time, Julian, 
having intercepted a letter from him to Conjlantius, filled 
with bitter inveitives againft himfelf, found means to have 
him arrcfted at a banquet, and baniihed him into Spain d - 
He had already fent Libano, one of his commanders, with a 
ftrong detachment againft the Alemans ; but he being killed, 
and his men put to the rout near San&io, now Seckingen, in 
the neighbourhood of Bajle, Julian advanced in perfon againft 
rgduces t h eni> parted the Rhine, and coming upon them unexpectedly, 

cut great numbers of them in pieces, and obliged the reft to 
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reftore the booty they had taken, and fue for peace ; which And grant* 
he granted them upon his own terms c . Libanius afliires \i$*them a 
that Conjlantius had, by letters and large fums, tranfmitted/""** 
to the heads of the German nations, ft irrcd them up, and en* 
couraged them to invade Gaul* in order to divert Julian from 
forming other fchemes This, fays Ammian* was the com- 
mon report 8 , and Julian pretended to have in his cuftody 
the very letters, and to fhew both them and others, which 
the emperor was fuppofed to have written to the barbarians 
in the time of Magnentius^ animating them to invade Gaul r ; 
which greatly eftranged from him the minds of the people. 
However, Ammianus does not take upon him to affirm it, but 
only fays, that it was a flying report c . In the mean time, 
Conftantius* having ordered magazines to be formed at Bri- 
anfon in Dauphiny* at Bregentz on the lake of Con/lance* and 
at feveral other places on the Alps* Julian concluded from 
thence, that he was bent upon war ; and refolving to be be- 
fore-hand with him, he threw off the mafk, and obliged his 
foldicrs to take an oath of allegiance to him, which they all He obliges 
did very readily, except Nebridius* who had fucceeded Flo- bis foldiers 
fentius in the prcfe&ure of Gaul. That officer frankly de- to take an 
.dared, that he would not, upon any confederation whatfoever, oath oj al- 
take an oath, which obliged him to draw his fword againft his legiance to 
lawful fbvereign. Upon this, Julian differed him to retire biafil/l 
unmolefted into Hetruria u . The loyal, generous, and dif- 
interefted conduct of this officer defcrved a better name than 
that of effeminacy, with which Libanius has been pleafed to 
ftigmatize it w . In his room, Julian appointed one Germa* 
nicus to difchargc the funSions of the prefe£t. As his thus 
obliging the foldisrs to take an oath of allegiance to him felf 
was openly revolting from Conjlantius* he wrote to feveral writes 
cities, and amongthe reft to Athens* Laccdamon* and C/rintb* *o/r*verai 
acquainting them with the motives that had prompted him to ******* 
take that itep, being well apprifed, fays Libanius* that good 
princes are willing to fubmit their a&ions to the judgment of 
.the whole world, whereas tyrants dread the lcaft fcrutiny *. 
Of all thefe letters, or rather apologies, only that has reached 
our times which he wrote to the Athenians* and a few lines of 
a letter which he wrote to the inhabitants of Corinth* when 
he was already matter of great part of the empire. In thefe 
he pretends to have been animated by his gods to make war 
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upon Conjlantius* and by them aflured of fuccefs y . And now 
Julian, finding he could depend upon the fidelity of his army, 
and refolvcd to purfue his defigns with vigour, Cent part of 
his forces into Pannonia under the conduct or Nevita, Jovi- 
nus 9 and Javius, ordering them to take different routs, that 
He fcts out they might feem the more numerous, and ftrikc the greater 
on bis terror into the enemy, while he, leaving BaJ?e 9 marched 
l**rch* through woods and by-ways into Illy ri cum. lxevitj % Jovi- 

nusy and Jovius 9 had with them about twenty- thoufand men, 
but Julian himfelf only three thoufand. They were all to 
meet at Sirmium* the place of the general rendezvous. Upon 
the firft news of Julianas march, Taurus^ prefect of Italy* 
and Florentius 9 whom Conjlantius had lately appointed prefect 
of Jiyricum^ abandoning their provinces betook themfclves to 
flight, and haftened to the emperor to acquaint him with the 
motions of Julian. As they were both confute this year, Ju- 
lian ordered them, if Zoftmus is to be credited *, to be ftig- 
matized in all the public acts with the name of the run-away 
conJuL. By iheir flight, Julian became mafter of //^with- 
out linking a blow, aud like wife of Sicily 9 whither he fent 
fome troops, with orders to keep themfelves in readinefs to 
pais over into Africa. The different parties, led by Julian 
and the three above-mentioned commanders, purfued their 
march with inch expedition, that in ten or eleven days time 
they all arrived in the neighbourhood of Sirmium, which Ju- 
lian entered in triumph j Lucilianus, who commanded there 
for Conjlantius 9 having been furprifed the night before, and 
taken prifuner by one of Julian's parties. He flaid but two 
days at Sirmium 9 being eager to make himfelf mafter of the 
sMaies importunt pafs of Sucidava, dividing Illyricum from Thracc y 
himfelf which he did without meeting with the lcaft oppofition ; and 
nafle; of having left a frrong garifon there under the command of Afe- 
Liyricum; v ita 9 he turned back to Naijfus* where he feems to have 

continued, rill news was brought him of the death of Ccn~ 
Jlantiusy aflimbling troops from all quarters, in order to rein- 
f >rce ins army be tore he entered Thrace* During his ftay 
tin re, he raifcJ AurcUus Viclor 9 the hiftorian, to the govern- 
ment of Pannonia Secunda, and wrote to the Roman fenate 
a letter iilled wiih bitter invectives again ft Conjlantius + which 
was ill received by the people, and is highly uifapp roved of 
b/ A'liniianus himfelf*. While Julian lay at Naijfus, with- 
out the lcaft apprei.cnilon of an enemy at his back, two of 
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Gonftantim** legions, and a cohort of archers, who had been 

ordered- into Gaul, furprifed on their march the city of Aqui- 

leia, and defended it with fuch vigour and refolution, that But cann$$ 

Julian could not by any means reduce it : they were com- reduce ^ 

manded by one Nigrinus, who held out till two months after the Aquileia. 

emperor *s death, and was even then with much* ado prevailed- 

upon to fubrnit to Julian b . 

In the mean time, Coajiantius, being returned from Me- 
fopotamia to Antioch in the latter end of the preceding year, 
as we have related above, married in that city, with great fc- The 
lemnity, Maxima Fauji'tna, Eujebia being dead fome time r ? 
before. Of the parentage and qualities of this new emprefs, r J? 9 
no mention is made by the antienrs. All we know of her is, 
that loiiic time after the death of Conftantius fhe was delivered 
of a daughter, named Flavia Maxima Conjiantia, who was 
afterwards married to the emperor Gratian When the pub- 
lic rejoicings were over, the emperor fpent the remaining 
part or the winter in preparing for \\> intended expedition a- 
gainft the Perjians, being refolved to end that war, or at 
leaft to fecure the empire on that fide, before he marched into 
the weft againft Julian. In the mean time, Sapor, having 
aiTcmbled a mighty army, took the field, and advanced to the 
banks of the Tigris t with a defign to crofs that river, and 
purfue his march ftrait to the Euphrates. This Conjiantius no 
iboner unde flood, than he left Antioch ; and, croffing the 
Euphrates, advanced as far as Edejfa, whence he fent part of 
his army under the command of Arbetio and Agile, to the 
banks of the Tigris, with exprefs orders to /pare the troops, 
and not expofe them wantonly to dangers. About this time 
the emperor received certain intelligence, that Julian had al- 
ready made himfeif mailer of lllyricwn, and the important 
pafs feparating that country from Thrace. He was thunder- 
struck with this" news ; but the very next day, an exprefs 
arrived from his generals on the banks of the Tigris, aiTuring The Per- 
him, that Sapor, f ightened by unlucky omens, was marched fians retire 
back to his own dominions with his whole army. Conjiantius, 
overjoyed at thefe tidings, immediately left Mefopotamia, and 
returned to Antioch, with a defign to march without delay a- 
gainft Julian, being encouraged thereunto by Ids army, who 
declared with one voice, that they were ready to facrifice their 
lives in fo good and honourable a caufc. In the mean time, 
he difpatched Arbetio with a llrong detachment to the ftreights 
of Sucidava, where Julian was aflemhhng his forces in or- 
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The empe- der to invade Thrace, and followed htm in perfon with the reft 
rar march- of his army about the latter end of the autumn. Upon his 
0> againjl arrival at Tar/us in Cilicia, he was feized with a feverifh dif- 
Julian, but temper, occafioned chfefly by the uncafinefs and perplexity of 
** bis mind ; but believing he might get the better of it by mo- 
Mopfu- t £ on and excrc ;fc f he purfued his march to Mopfucrene, on 

crcnc# the borders of Cilicia at the foot of mount Taurus, where, by 

the violence of his di item per, which increafed daily, he was obli- 
ged to flop. In that place, all remedies proving ineffectual, he 
died on the third of November \ being then in the tony -fifth year 
of his age, andjthe thirty-eighth of his reign, reckoning from the 
time he had been created Cafar, but only the twenty-fifth 
fince the death of his father d . It was commonly faid, and 
believed at leafl: by the chriftians, that Julian had, with the 
promife of a great reward, feduced one of his courtiers, whom 
they do not name, to adminifter him poifon, of which he 
died e . Be that as it will, Julian no fooner received the 
news of his death, than he left Illyricum, and on the eleventh 
of December arrived at Conftantinople, whither he caufed the 
corpfe of the deceafed prince to be brought by Jovian, after- 
Wards emperor, and ordered it to be interred with the ufual 
folemnity in the church of the apoftles K Julian himfelf af- 
fitted at the ceremony in his purple robes, but without the 
other badges of his dignity c . Gregory Nazianzen writes, 
f hat at the point of death Conjlantius betrayed great concern, 
chiefly for three things ; which were, his having murdered 
Iiis neareft relations, his having raifed Julian to the dignity 
of Cgsfar, and his having perfecuted, at the inftigation of the 
Arians, the orthodox chriftians On the other hand, 
Ammianus tells us, that he was faid to have named Julian for 
his fucceffor. We can fcarce believe, that he repented his 
having perfecuted the church, though Gregory Nazianzen, 
and, after him, Theodoret * affirm it, fince Athanajius af- 
2s baptized fares us, that he held the impious tenets of the Brians to his 
at the point laft breath, and received baptifm a little before he expired 
of death by at the hands of the bifhop Euzoius, a molt obftinate Arian k. 
**n Arian Socrates writes, that he was baptized by Euzoius at Anticch 
*$op. before he fet out for Cilicia \ and truly Euzoius was the 

Arian bifliop of that metropolis K But PhiUJlorgius tells us f 
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that he received baptifm at Mopfucrene* When he was already 
at the point of death * $ wherein he is followed by the chro- 
nicle of Alexandria m, which adds, that he fcnt for Euxoius 
from Anthch. As for his character, all the ancients, whether ~. » 
chriftians, or pagans, paint him as a weak and vain prince : '* c " 
he was intirely governed by the eunuchs of the court, efpeci- 
ally by his chamberlain Eufibius^ over whom, however, he had, 
Tays Ammianus pleafantly, fome fmall authority rt . He ad- 
mitted none to his confidence, but fuch as were (killed in the 
art of flattery ; whence he had no true friends about him, 
but fuch only as, by approving and commending all his mea- 
fures, ft u died to gain his favour and raife themfelvcs. He 
ufed to afcribe to himfelf the whole glory of viflories gained by 
his officers, and fpeak of them as if he had fought in perfon at 
the head of the victorious army* The chriftian writers, both 
Arian and orthodox* complain of his affirming to himfelf, 
too much in eccle/iaftic matters. Under him employments 
Were not given to the moft delerving men, but to fuch only as 
were beft able to purchafe them of the eunuchs, and other fa* 
vourites ; whence the unhappy people in the provinces were 
miferably oppreffed by their governors, who made it their chief 
bufinefs to repay themfelves, at their expence, the Aims which 
they had difburfed, and to heap up money wherewithal to pur- 
chafe other more profitable employments. He was fo jealous 
of his authority* and of fuch a timorous and fufpicious temper, 
that, upon the leair appearance of a plot, he put numbers of 
perfons to death, frequently confounding the innocent with the 
guilty, though accufed by perfons altogether unworthy of cre- 
dit. By this means the infamous tribe of informers increafed 
under him to fuch a degree, that no man of fortune, however 
innocent, was fafe °. As he had no great genius or capacity 
himfelf, he hated all men of letters, and difcountenanccd 
every liberal art and fcience j whence only freed-men ap- 
plied themfelves to the ftudy of the Jaw, and that of eloquence 
was intirely neglected : to be a great fpbilofophcr was reckon- 
ed a crime, Conflantlus looking upon the philofophcrs as ma- 
gicians, againft whom lie ena£tod, as we have obferved, moil 
rigorous laws p . However, he founded and endowed a li- 
brary at Con/taut inopUj enriched it with a large collection of 
choice books, and appointed a perfon with a handfome falary 
to take care of it But among fo many bad qualities, he had 
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ibme good ones* In crimes of treafon, real or only fufpeded, 
he behaved like a tyrant, fays Ammianus ; but in other ref- 
pcds was not a bad prince r . He was of very low ftature, 
fays the fame writer, but enured to all manner of fatigues, and 
performed the military exercifes, efpecially thofe of the infan- 
try, with wonderful addrels r . He was fatisfied with a fru- 
gal diet, flept little, was an utter it ranger to luxury, and of 
fuch chaftty and temperance, as not to be even fufpefted of 
thole vices which ufu ally reign in courts *. He is generally 
thought to have been the author of the law condemning thole 
to death who were found guilty of crimes againft nature ». 
He fometimes performed the meaneft duties of a foldier, but 
at the fame time knew how to maintain the grandeur and ma- 
jefty of his ftation w . He defpifed all manner of popularity, 
which Ammianus afcribes to a greatnefs of mind worthy of 
a prince, but perhaps ironically ; for elfewhere he derides his 
affefted gravity, telling us, that he appeared in public like a fta- 
tue, without moving his head or hands, without fpitting or 
blowing his nofe(to thefe particulars that writer defcends), left 
he fhould by fuch vulgar actions degrade the majefty and 
grandeur of an emperor ». Though he had no genius either 
for poetry or eloquence, yet he was not quite unacquainted 
with polite literature f 5 but of this his fpeeches, which we 
read in Ammianus ^ are no proof, fince they, as we may well 
imagine, were compofcd by that hiftorian. Aurtlius Viftor 
and Eutropius commend him for the great refpcdt he always 
fhewed to his father, for his extraordinary modefty, and for 

rewarding, with uncommon generofity, every fcrvice done 
him Themiftius extols his magnificence, and obferves, that 
he enriched all his friends *• He finiflied the walls of Con- 
Jiantinople* begun by his father j repaired, at a great expence, 
many of the buildings there j and embeljifiied the city with 
fountains, baths, and other ftately edifices b. His panegy rifts 
fpeak of him as a prince of great moderation, and inclined 
to mercy ; but Julian tells us, that he was an utter ftranger 
to all mercy and companion, though he was commonly 
thought to be pofiefied of both thefe virtues «. Crimes of 
treafon he puniflied with the utmott fever ity, fays Libanius * 

T Ammian.1. xiv. p. 21,22. r Idem ibid p. 203. 'Idem ibid, 
p 203. & 1. xvi. p. 70. Them ist. or i p. 39. Vict epit. 
» Cod. Theodof, ix. tit. 7. leg, 3. p 59 * Ammian 1. 

xxi p. 200. * Idem. 1. xvi p. 70. ' At*. Vict. p. 87. 

• Idem ibid. & Eutrop. p. 183. a Th em ist. or. iv. p. 62. 

* Idem ibid. p. 58. c Julian* cpift. 23 p. 141, * Li- 
ban, orat. xiv. p. 399. 
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but bore with great patience, and was ready to forgive, upon 

the leaft fubmiffion, all other affronts and injuries offered him. 
To confirm this, he tells us, that the inhabitants of Edejfa 
having pulled down one of his ftatues, and publicly whipt it, 
adding, that he who deferved to be thus treated was not fie 
to govern, the emperor, when informed of the infult, did 
not betray the leaft refen tment, nor ever ihewed the leaft 
ill- will to that city, or the authors of fuch an outrage, which 
few princes would have fufFered to go unpunifhed «. He was 
a moft zealous promoter of the chriftian religion, and enact- 
ed feveral laws, of which we have taken notice in the hiftory 
of his reign, for the utter fuppre/fion of idolatry. He buile 
a great number of churches, and among the reft the famous 
cathedral of Emefa in Syria, and the great church of Alex- 
andria, called Cafarea. As for that of St. Sophia in Conjian- 
tinople, it was the work of ConJlantine y though commonly 
afcribed to his fon Conftantius { . He not only built, but en- 
dowed and enriched, many churches with great revenues* 
and ihewed, on all occafions, an extraordinary refpeft and 
efteem for the clergy, efpccially the bifhops, receiving their 
bleiling in an humble pofture, entertaining them at his table, 
exempting them from all manner of impofts and taxes, £5V S . 
.But thefe favours he beftowed on thofe alone who profefled 
the do£trine of jfrius* As for the orthodox bifhops, they 
were driven from their fees, and either banifhed, or irriprifon- 
ed ; nay, fome of them were, by the authority or conniv- 
ance of the emperor, put to death. But to give an account 
of this perfecution is not our province, but that of the eecle- 
fiaftic writers. Of the author^ who flouri/hed under Con- 
ftantius, we fhall fpeak in note (G). 

Before 

e Idem ibid. p. 400. f Socrat. p. 94. Cance urb. 

Conftantinop. defcrip. p. 144, 14^. g Hilar, contra Conftant* 
or. p. 113, j 14. 

(G) Among the men of learning who flouriihed under Conftan- 
tius, St. Jcrom mentions Gennadi us, Pctrut, Viitorinus, A1iner r vius 9 
slleimus, Delphi di us, and Donatus ( 1 > . All we know of the two 
s\ri\, is, that they were both celebrated lawyers ; that the former 
Jived at Rome, an J liie latter at Saragpfa in Spain (a*. Of Vi&a* 
rin us we fliall fpeak hereafter. Tiberius Fi&ar Miner *vius taught 
eloquence at Conftatttinop/c, at Rome about the year 353, and ac 
Sourdeaux, the place of his nativity (3). He is highly commended 

(1) Hier. chron (5) Idem ibid (3) Idem ibid % (if J»> 
fen, de profeffi BurJhal {arm* I. p. 
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Before we proceed to the hiftory of Julian** reign, it 
will not be foreign to our purpofe to give the reader a fuc- 

cin£fc 



by Jiefottius, who is proud of having ftudied under him (4). Ale- 
thiut Minervius, his fori, was like wife profefibr of eloquence in the 
fame city ; but died when he was yet very young (5). Latinus 
J let him Alcimus was a native of the Agenois, or territory of Agen, 
and is by Aufontus counted among the profeflbrs of Bourdeaux . 6) ; 
but he was like wife a pleader, and is commended by Ape I I marts 
Sidonzus for his knowledge of the law, and his extraordinary fkill 
in the Greek and Latin tongues (7). He published fome works, in 
which he commended the emperor Julian, and Saluft, who was 
prefect of Gaul under that prince (8); but none of them have 
reached our tiir.es. Aufontus t who had a great value for him, com- 
mends his modefty, the mildnefs of his temper, his gravity, and the 
regularity of his life (9). Athens Tyro Delphidius % the fon of the 
orator Patera, or Paterius, of whom we have fpoken in our laft 
note, acquired great reputation by his poems ( 10). As he was by 
profeffion a pleader, he accufed of extortion before Julian in 35? 
Numerius* governor of Nar bonne Gaul ; but could not make good 
the charge (11). He embraced the party of a tyrant, hoping by 
that means to make his fortune ; but, without the tears of 
his father, he had been utterly undone (12). This tyrant can 
be no other than Procopius, who revolted from the emperor 
Valens in 365. Afterwards he taught rhetoric at Bourdeaux with 
great reputation ( 1 3), but in the reign of Valenthnian> and not 
of Conftantius, if what Sulpicius Severus writes be true, viz. that dy- 
ing about the age of forty, he had not the difpleafure of feeing his 
daughter Procula feduced by the Prifeillianifts in 380 and his wife 
Eucrocia, who had embraced the. lame herely, beheaded about 3 84. 

(14) . St. Jerom writes, that while he was yet very young, he was 
famous all over Gaul for his compofitions both in verfe and profe 

(15) . Ammianus Marcellinus ( 16 J and Apollinaris Si don; us (17) 

commend his lively and flowing eloquence. Though we might in- 
fer from what we have quoted above out of Sulpicius Sever us, that 
he was a chriftian, yet St. Jerom, in writing to Hcdibia defcended 
from him, {peaks of him as a pagan : 18J. Donatus, under whom 
St Jerom ftudied, taught grammar at Rome with great reputation in 
354, wrote comments on feretue and Virgil, and published feveral 

(4.") An/on. ibid, cams. 6. p. \ 50. (5) Hitr. chron. p. 254, 

(6) Aufon. ibid, earns 2. p. i<\.i. (7) Sidcn t I vYii.epift. Ii./v. 

232. (8) Idtm ibid. (9} Aufon. ibid. (tc) Idem ibid, 

earm. 5. />, 147. (ri} Ammian I. xviii. p. 114: (12) Aw 
Jots. car. 5. p, 148. (13) Idem ibid. p. 149. ( 14) Snip. Sever* I. 
ii-A »73» ! 77* & Profp. cbron. \ j^-) liter, epijl. \$o.p. 140, 
(16J Ammian. ibid. (17) Aftll, Sid, /. v. ep. to. p. 143. 

\\%) titer, ipij}. 150;^. 140, 
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h£t account of the birth, parentage, education, and ftu- Birth, 
dies of a prince fo much fpoken of by the ccclefiaftic writers, cation and 

Julius parentage 

J c/Juliaa. 

grammatical pieces, often quoted by Cajfiodorus y vj ho judged them more 
proper for children, than any thing written by other grammarians 
C 1 9). Gregory the great fpeaks of the rules of Donates, as gene- 
rally taught at the end of the fixth century ("20). Some gram- 
matical pieces, explaining with great clearnefs the firft prin- 
ciples, have reached us, under the name of jEHus Donatus (z\). 
There are Hill extant comments qn Virgil and Terence, which fome 
pretend to be thofe that St. . Jerom afcribes to his matter Donatus ; 
but critics of more penetration are of opinion, that tho' fome ob- 
fervations in the comments on Virgil feem worthy of Donatus, yet 
the whole is altogether unworthy a man of his parts (zz). A3 
for the comments on Terence, they are thought to have been written 
by one Evantbius, called by fome Eugraphus, who died in the fir ft 
year of Graf ion's reign, or in 359, under Conftantius, as we read 
in the chronicle of St. Jerom, who calls him the mod learned 
among the grammarians (23). He taught the Latin tongue at Con- 
Jlantinople, and, upon his death, Ghreftus was font for out of Africa 
10 fucceed him (24^. The life of Virgil, afcribed by fome to 
Donatus, is, in the opinion of VoJJtns, a very mean performance, 
done not by jEHus Donaius, which he takes to be the name of the 
grammarian, under whom St. Jerom ftudied, but by one Tiberius 
Claudius Dcnatus {2 cp. As for the life of Terentius, he takes it to 
have been written by Suetonius and not Donatus (26 ). Nonius Mar- 
cellus another celebrated grammarian, lived, as is fuppofed, about 
the time of Conftantius, and was, as we gather from the title of 
his work on the propriety of Latin words, a native of Ti<voli, and 
a Peripatetic philofopher (27). He is quoted and commended by 
Prifcian ; which Teems very ftrange Co VoJJius, who fpeaks of him 
with great contempt, and thinks him commendable for no other 
reafon, but becaufe he has conveyed to us feveral paflages out of 
the antients, which arc to be found no- where elfe (?8J. The works 
of Sex. Pompeius Fe flits bear a much better character than thofe of 
Marcelhts. He wrote on the fign feat 'ion of words ; but his work, 
which was only an abridgment of what Ferrius Flaccus had written 
on that fubject in the time of Auguftus, was abridged in the time 
of Charlemagne by Paulus Diaconus ; and (Othts abridgment is owing 
the iofs of the far greater part of that which was done by Feflus (29). 



(19) Hi sr. in Ruf I, i. c. 4. p. 202. Ccjpod. de orthorr. p. 
255, 256. (20) Greg, moral, p. 62. (21) Vide Par'.' 

gram. c. 622. p. 37, ^8. (22^ Idem, p. 29, 30. ( 25) Hi t r. 
citron. (24) Idem ibid. & Vo£. hift % Lat.p. 743. (25) Id, 

ibid. p. 743. & orat. L vi. c. 2. p. 432. (26) Idem ibid, 
(27) Vide Bail/et. c. 620. p. 34. & Salmaf. in not, in Spar/, p. 2 J I. 
(I'd) Vojf. ibid. (za)Vidc Baillet p. 30, 35. 
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Julius Conjtantiusy the brother of ConJIantine the Great* had 
two wives, viz. Gal/a 9 by whom hchad Gallus Cafar, and 

other 



At what time Feftut lived, we are no- where told. Some manu- 
fcripts have reached our time on the art of furveying or meafurmg 
land, done by one lnnocentius , probably the furveyor of that name, 
who. according to Ammianus Marcellinus, was at the court of 
Conftantius in 359 (30). To him are like wife afcribed fome re* 
marks on the Roman laws, which, in our opinion, were rather the 
work of lnnocentius the queftor, who drew up moft of the laws 
of Conjlantius, as Eunaptus informs us. 31), and publiftied ieveral 
works both in Greek and Latin. The latter was grandfather to 
Chryfanthus, under whom Eunapius (ludied, and confequently was 
more antient than the furveyor, and fuperior to him in rank (32). 
One of Conftantius'** officers, by name Innoeentius % took holy orders, 
and, retiring from the court, led a folitary life on the Mount of 
olives (33). Vindanius Anatolius, a native of Berytus, wrote ten 
books on agriculture, containing many ufeful rules, blended with 
fome fuperftitious and heathen iih obfervations ^34^. Part of that 
work has reached our time ; but the author is there ftyled Vinda- 
monius, and not Vindanius. One Anatolius, a pagan, and a native 
of Berytus, was prefect of Il/yricum in 349, and 359(35), and died 
in 360 (36). He was perhaps the author of the above mentioned 
work. One Andronicus was concerned in the affair of Pamafus, go • 
vernor of Egypt, accufed in 359, of having confulted the aftrolo- 
gers, as we related among the other tran factions of that year ; but 
Andronicus was abfolved, and afterwards became famous, efpecially 

on account of his poetical compositions (37). Libanius fpeaks of 
a poet, by name Andronicus, who, he fays, charmed all Egypt, 
and was ftill alive in 378 ($$), Tbemiftius, who was contempo- 
rary with Libanius, mentions a young Egyptian, who had a parti- 
cular talent for writting tragedies (39) ; and Pbotius takes notice 
of feveral theatrical pieces written by one Andronicus, fenator of the 
city of Hvtmopolis in Egypt, fome of which were inferibed to count 
Phoebammon of Cynopolis in the lame country ($0). Whether all 
thefe writers fpeak of one and the fame perfon, we will not take 
upon us to determine. Sextui Aurelius Viclor may be ranked a- 
inong the writers who flouriflied under Conflantius, tho' he died 
long after him, fincc, in his reign, he wrote his hiftory of the 
"P+wtr emperors. He is commonly thought tp have been a na- 
tive of /if 1 ica t and to have been born of poor parents, in fome 

(30) Ammian I. xiv. p. 1.19. (51 Eunap. c. 21. p. 144, 

j 45. (52) hie??i ibid. (33) Pr.llad. L'tjl. Laufirc. c. 

103.^. I or. .:. (34, Phot. r. 1^3. p. 349. (35) Eunap* 

r. 1. p. if 7. 3:;) Ammian I xr:. p. iu6,if l.m'i.p. 185. 

(37"» /«>»/, ,/. .\ix. p 152. (1%) Liban. <vit. p. 158. (39) Vide 

jhumicn* ibid p. 230. (40;/**/. 279. p. \ i'f>. 
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other children, whofc names are not known, and Bajillnm 
defcended of an illuftrious family, being the daughter of one 

Julian i 

village of that country (\\) He was, at lead when he wrote his 
hiftory, a pagan, as mult evidently appear to a! J who penile it. 
Jt begins with Augu/tus, and extends to the twenty -third year of 
Conjlantius ; that is. to the end of the year 359, or the beginning 
of 360 (42) ; for he fpeaks of the victories gained by Julian in 
Gaul ; but takes no notice of his aflnming the title of Augujlus, 
which he would not have omitted, had his hiftory reached fo far. 
He afcribes all the conquefts of that prince to Confiantiut, at that 
time the objefl of his flattery (43). In the title, the work is 
faid to extend to the tenth conful (hip of Conftantius, and the third 
of Julian, whxh happened in the year 360. This hiftory is but 
a very concife abridgment. Another abridgment, done by the 
fame writer, has reached our times, comprehending the lives of il- 
luftrious men, moftly Remans, from Procas to Julius C<efar. This 
work is, by different writers, afcribed to Cornelius Ncpos, to Pliny 
the younger, to jEmilius Probus, to Tacitus, and to Suetonius ; but 
Vojfius, and other able crtics, adjudge it to Aurelius ViSlor ^44^. 
To thefe two hiftories is prefixed a third, on the origin of the Ro- 
mans, which likewife palfes under the name of Scxtus Aurelius 

Vitlor, and is thought by Andreas Srotus to have really been done 

by him ; but VoJJtas takes it to be the work of fome writer, who 
flourifhed after his time Another hiftory of the emperors, 

extending to the reign of Thcodifius, goes under the name of Sex-, 
tits Aurelius Vie! or 9 whom we mull dift'inguifh from the author we 
are now fpeaking of. Ammianus writer that Julian, whiie he 
was at Sirmium in 361, law there Picior the hifloriographer, 
and foon after created him governor of rhe Second ' annonia, 
and honoured him with a ftarue of brafs ( 46). The fame wri- 
ter adds, that he was generally efteemed on account of hi.? 
wifdom, and was afterwards raifed to the government of Rome. 
VoJJius and others take this to be the hifiorian of whom we arc 
now fpeaking ; for he had ended his hi; J orv the year before, as 
we have observed above (47 <• One l"i£for was conful hi 3^9. 
whom Onuphvius fu ppo fes to have been the hi dorian mentioned by 
Ammianus ("48); but, had it been the fame pcrfon, Ammianus 
would, in our opinion, have taken notice of his c onfulfliip, as well 
as his government. Jn an inscription of the time of TLtodofius . 
that is Ion<* af;er the year *6g, he is fty : ed governor of Rome, bur 
no: conful ; whkh title would not have been omitted, had he ever 

f 4 1 ' Voff* kift. La! p. 196. (j?) Aur.Fia.p. C28. fcf CI-. 

Cafctubon. not. in S/ art. p. I 19. Voff ibid. (43) A:tr r r sr/, 

p 486. ( 44 ) Voff. ibid. C4O Idem ibid p 196. (4M A»- . 

mhn. I. xxi p. 19 j. V'.Jf. ibid p* *9$- 
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jullan, who was prefect, and the 
count of the caft. The furname 



both, 



difcharged that office. Befides, it appears from Tbemijlius (49), 
that Vi8or, who was conful in 369, was a commander of great 
prowefs and renown. Gothofredus publifhcd, in 1628, an antient 
defer iption of the world, as he flyles it, done in the time of Confian- 
tiw, and not of Conftantine, as we read in the text, after that 
prince had fi aimed the port of Seleucia, and after the earthquake 
which overturned the city of Duras (50) • The port of Seleucia 
was perfected, according to St. Jerom, in 346, and the earthquake 
happened in 345 The author takes no notice of the earthquake 
that ruined Nicomedia in 358, nor of that which overturned Bery- 
tas in 348, or rather 349 ; whence Gothofredus conclude, that 
work to have been done about the year 34.7, He thinks the au- 
thor infinuates, that there were then two emperors ; and infers 
from thence, that he wrote after the death of young Conftantine in 
340, and before that of Canftans in 350 51). Gothofredus , in 
ynblifhing this work, not only reformed the barbarous and un- 
couth language of the Latin text, and corre died the many faults he 
found in it, but added to it a Greek tranflation, fuppofing it to 
have been written originally in that language (f;z)i which fup- 
pofition is reje&ed by Petavius, as falfe and groundiefs. However 
that be, the author fecms to have been better acquainted with the 
eartern than the weilern provinces. He was greatly miftaken ia 
fuppofing Rome and Hetruria to have been comprifed in what was 
a: tint time called Italy {53). Gothofredus is inclined to believe 
one Alypius of Antiocb, famous in Julian's time, to have been the 
true author of this work ; becaufe that prince commends the geo- 
graphy, which had been fent to him by Mypius, the brother 
of Gtfarius (54 ). But this geography leems only to have been a 
xwxp, accompanied with fome verfes. The author gives us a tole- 
rable account of feveral cities, though, for the moll part, blend- 
ed with many fables ; which evidently fhew him to have been a 
pagan, though he acknowledged a God, the author of mankind 

The beginning of the work belpeaks it imperfect (56); 
and bcudes, it is plain, that he had written feveral things relating 
to the Perfians, which have not reached us (57); whence Gotho- 
feed us concludes this to be only a final I part of a much larger 
work (;S). VoJJitts was altogether unacquainted with this writ- 
er. None of the authors we have hitherto mentioned were 
chriflians ; but Julius Firmicus Matcrnus, who flourifhed at the 

(49*) Themtfl. o*- at. ix. />. 121. Gothofred wet us orb. de- 

fcrip'p. 1 3. & 35' ( l^tjdem, p 1 3, 14. ( 52) Idem, p. 7. 
(53) Mw:, p. 33. (54) Julian, cfifl. 30 p 163. Gothofred. p. 
to, 11. ()0 Idem, p. 9. (50) Idem, p 3. (57) Idem, 
p. 9. (S 8 , p 3, cjf S. 
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both, and the Aniclan family was one of the moft illuffrious 
in Rome fc. Perhaps Eaftiina was the daughter of Anicius*Ju- 

li emits, 

* Ammiai*. 1. xiv. p. 31. I. xxv. p. 291. Lib. orat. xii. p. 
262. 

fame time, was not only a chriftian, but a zealous defender of 
the religion he profc/Ted ; for he addrciTed a work to the two 
emperors, Confiantius and Con flans, animating them to complete 
the deftrurflion of idolatry. This work is in'.itJed, the errors and 

falflnod of profane religions ( jg). The author not only expofes the 
ab/urd notions of the pagans, but explains, with great elegance 

And erudition, fevera! articles of the chrillian faith. He wrote be- 
fore the year 350, in which Conftarrs d ??d, and in or after the year 
343, for he fpeaks of his journey to Britain, which happened that 
year (60). Though the antients fcem to have been quite unac- 
quainted with this work, yet no writer, we know of, has cverquef- 
tioned its being genuine. The author is diftingmfhed, in the title 
of the work, with the epithet of clarijjsnttts, which was peculiar to> 
the fen a tors of Rome , and fuificiently confutes the opinion of Baro- 
titis, who will have him to have been bifliopof Milan (61 > Eight 
books on judicial aftrology were published about the fame time by 
one Julius Firmicus Matermts, who was likewife a Roman fenator. 
and is therefore by fome writers confounded with the above-men- 
tioned author ,62 ) ; but Poffe-vinus maintains them to be two dilte- 
rent writers (6$) : and truly the atfro!oger is ftyled, in the t»':Ie of 
his work, Julius Firmicus Mat ernu\ junior ; and the work itfelf Ti 
altogether unworthy of a chrillian. Jt is addreffcd to tVavortius 
Lollianus, and was begun in the reign of Conftavtittc the G>v.7.*, bac 
Slimed in that of his fun Co^jHuthes, about the yrar 3?; .5 a}. 
With the year 3^4, the fcvcntcc.ith of (lonfiantixfs rcipjir, end 
iwo fmall works, pub'Hhed by Buchtriu: in 163-?, with the psfchal 

cycle oi ViStoritts. Biechriut is oJ opinion, that they were compofed 
that very year, and by the lame author, to whom he nfcribes rhrec 
others CO trained in the fame mannjerint (6.7 ). Th<: firtt 01 chefe 
works is a lilt of the conf-ils from 20?, to 3 J4. with the cjuote, hh- 
fextile years, and the day of the week wish which ear h yr.j-r began 
There are fome miftak':* in the cp3ctS ; but the reli h i!*me with 
great ccadlncf* (66). The manufci ipt, which Zftsr. Av/v/ nvuio ufe of, 
was fropcrfect; but cardinal A'W/ having ditVovorrd un in: n c copy 
in the emperor's library. coniainin..; a lilt of rhe emu!;, from the 
two flrft, Brutus and CW/.?/;//.vi, co thole of the year 5;^, he pub' 

(59") /V/y/r. Alerter ff. c. 21. Bill. pntr. tow. 4 917. (60* P-t 
Pin. torn. I - />. 57S, 979. Peffevin ethew tort. 1. p. 0$ ; r.v. 
c. 29.fi. 10 J. (61) Bar an ad a nr. 3^7. (02) Fide Du 

?> S77- ($0 Pefevin p. 988 Du Pin ili.f. (:•;! 
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II anus, who was confti! in 322, and afterwards governor of' 
Rome. She profiled the chrillian religion 1 ; but feems to 

have 

• Pal lad. hift. lauf. & vit. Chryf, p. 126. 

IxfheJ it in 16S9, with a Ieinei diflertation on that work, by him 
prcatly efteemed (67). He is of opinion, that it was compofed in 
354, :he year with which ic end> (68 ^ The fecond work pubiifh- 
ed by Bucberius, is ar.o:her lift of the confute and governors of 
Rome, from 254, to 3^4. From the year 288, to the end, the au- 
thor not only names the governors, hue the day on which each of 
them entered upon his office ( 69). The third begins with a fhort 
necrology of the bifhops of Rome, in which are marked, according 
to the order of the months, the day on which each of them died, 
and the place where he was buried. It begins with Lucius, and 
ends with Julius. In this lift Six/us II. and Marcellus are omitted ; 
the latter probably by a miftake of the tranferiber, confounding him 
with his predeceifor Marcellinus 1 and the former, perhaps, becaule 
he is fee down in the calendar of martyrs annexed to the necrology, 
and containing the names of fever al martyrs, according to the order 
of the months, and the time of their martyrdom ; but they are all 
of Rome, except St Cyprian, and the famous martyrs of Africa, 
Perpetuated Felicitas (70% The fourth work for which we are in- 
debted to Bucberius, is another catalogue of the bifhops of Rome, 
which ends with Liberius* who fucceeded Julius, the Jail in the 
former lift. As the election of Liberius is marked, and not his 
death, we may fuppofe this catalogue to have been written in his 
time. It is exceeding exaft from Pontianus to the end ; but full of 
mi flakes to his time. Anicetus, EUuthcrius, and Zepbyrinus, are 
omitted (7 0- The fourth work begins with the birth-days of the 
emperors, or the days of their acceifion to the empire, according 
to the order of the months. The laft emperor mentioned there is 
ConJIantius, who is notftyled, as the others, di*vus, but dominus ; 
a convincing proof, that he was ftil! living 172). This work con- 
tains likewile fome verfes, and a calendar of the fports, and other 
profane, and even idolatrous, foicmnities ; but from the author's 
marking the dominical letters, we may conclude him to have been a 
chrillian. The work is infenbed to one Valentine, and is laid in 
the title to have been done by fwius Dionyjiut Filoccalus (7 3). The 
month* of March, April, May, and June, arc wanting in the edi- 
tion of Buchrrius ; but arc to be found in Peta>vius*$ uranolo^y, co- 
pied by him from Herwart (74). Du Cange will have the firft au- 
thor of the pa fcbal chronicle, or the chronicle of Alexandria, to have 
ended his work in the year 354, for ic is manifeft, that this work 

(67) Non's Jap. con/alar. (6S) Idem, p. 23. (69) Bucb. 
p. zy.y, 241,244. ^70) Idem, p. ztttf, 2^9. (71) Idem, />. 
z%^z-\ (72} hkm t f % 276, {j\r. (73) Idem, p* 275. (747 
Pttav, uranol. p. 114. 
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have been tainted with the dodrine of Arius \ fpr flte bore 
great hatred to Eutropius* the famous orthodox bifhop of 
Adrianople * . She was married at Conjlantinople ^ and died 
a few months after {he was delivered there of Julian* her on- 
ly child *. He was born in 331, after the month of June ; 
for writing againfl Athanajius at the end of 362, he fays, that 
he was then in the thirty- fecond year of. his age, which was 
not ended on the twency-fixth of June 363, when he died 
He was named Julian from his grand- father on the mother's 
fide, and is ftyled in all antient infcriptions Jul anus Flavins 
Claudius* He was of low ftat u re, and a di /agreeable afpe&, 
which wns befides disfigured with a long beard, as he is re- 
prefented in mod' of his medals ; but at the fame time well- 
fiiaped, very nimble, aclive, and of great addrefs at all forts 
of exercifes n . As for his mind, he Was endowed by nature 
with an extraordinary capacity, learned with furprifing quick- 
nefs, and never forgot what he had once known • ; infomuch 
that thofe, whofe province it was to inftru£t him, though 
perfons eminent in, every branch of learning, ufed to com- 
plain, that he too foon exhaufted their flock of knowledge 9 : 
hence he is by fome writers equalled, and by others preferred, 
to the great eft men Greece ever produced 4. However, he 
was far better acquainted with the Greek than the Latin 
tongue : in the former he came not (hort of the beft writers ; 
but did not excel, according to Eunapius r , in the latter. His 
eloquence was eafy and flowing, and accompanied by a grace- 
ful delivery f. In. his anfwers off-hand he displayed an un- 
common penetration, vivacity, and prefence of mind, and, 

# 

* At hen. folit.p. 812. 1 Jul. ad Athen. p. 502. Am- 
mia. I. xx.ii. p. 219. « Lib orat.xii p 262. Julian. 

mi fop. p. 80, 8 1 . & epift, 58. p. 214. n Am mi an. 1. xxii. p. 
226. 0 Idem ibid. p Eunap.c. 5. p.'68. * Idem, p. 
589. & Vict. epit. p. 545. r Eunap. ibid. f Idem, ibid. 

* 

was done by different writers, the fame thing being often repeated, 
and fometimes related in a quite different manner. In fome places 
the tenets of Arius are preached up, an in ochers condemned (.75). 
As therefore Holjlenius found a manufcript of this chronicle ending 
in the year 354, Du Cangt afcribes it to the firlt author, and what 
was afterwards added, to another, who not only continued ihc 
work to the time of Htracltus, but inferted feveral things into the 
part which had been done by the other (76). But the taflc of exa- 
mining this point, we are willing to leave to others. 

(75) Uron. pa/c. prim* p. 289 — 291. (76) Idem. ibid. 
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in the greatefl dangers,- an undaunted courage and intrepidity c . 
Bat whether the folidity of his judgment was equal to the 
brightnefs of his genius, we ihiall leave the reader to judge 
from his. actions. He was naturally of a mild and fweet tem- 
per, had a violent thirft after glory, was greatly attached to 
his own opinion, which he frequently preferred to the advice 
of his ahleft councilors, and ftrangely addidted to fatire and 
raillery ». He was brought up at Conjlantinople till the death 
of "is uncle Conftantine, which was followed by the maflacre 
of dll his relations, in which were involved among the reft the 
father and elder brother of Julian ; but Julian himfelf was fpared 
on account of his infancy, being then but fix or fev en years 
old, as was his brother G alius, becaufe he happened to be at 
that time ill of a fever, and thought paft recovery Some 
authors write, that Julian was conveyed away privately by 
Marcus bifhop of Arethufa in Syria, and concealed' in a 
church x ; others, that Conftantius ordered both him and his 
brother to be fpared 7. Julian himfelf tells us, that the em- 
peror at firft ordered him to be murdered with the reft of his 
relations j but afterwards contented himfelf with (ending 
him into baniihrnent ». Conjfantius fuffered G alius to enjoy 
part of his father's eftate, and reftored to Julian the eftates 
both of his mother and grand -mother, which had been con- 
fifcated *. 'Julian, at feven years old, was put under the 
tuition of an eunuch formerly belonging to his mother, nam- 
ed Mardovius, who dlfcharged his trull with great care, in- 
fpiring him with an utter averfion to all manner of fports and 
diverfions, and teaching him how to conquer his paffions, 
and get the better of his evil inclinations b. The emperor 
afterwards committed the care of his education to Eufebius 
bifh >p of Nicomedia, a leading man among the Arians*, by 
whom he was brought up, partly at Nicomedia, and partly at 
an eftate in Bitbynia, left him by his grandmother, where he 
planted wi h his own hands a vineyard. He took great de- 
light in this place; but neverthelefs gave it afterwards to one 
of his friends a . At the age of fourteen or fifteen he was, by 
the emperor's orders, fent with his brother Callus, who had 
been a Si this time confined to his eftate in Ionia, to a eaftle 
called Mactlla, in the neighbourhood of Cafarea in Cappadt- 

t Ammian. 1. xviii. p. 114. • Idem, L xiv. p. 31. Eu- 
nap c p. 68. Socrat. 1. iii. c. i. p. 169. w Julian. 

ad A r hen. p 497. Socr a t. I. iii. c. 1. Lib'aN. orat. xii. p. 262. 
* Greg. N a z. orat/lii. p. 9. t Idem, ibid. p. 58, 'Jut. 
ad Allien, p 498. a Idem ibid. p. 502,532. b JvL.mifapog p. 80,' 
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tia. There they had a royal palace for their habitation, a 

hanJfome allowance, a noble' court, and the be ft matters to 
inftru& them in. all the fciences ; but at the fame time were 
furrounded by the eunuchs of the court, and kept in a man- 
ner prifoners, no one being allowed, as 'Julian complains •, 
%o vifit them. In this exile or retreat they continued fix 
years ; that is, till the fifteenth of March 351, when Gallus 
was created Cgejar. The emperor's chief care was to appoint 
them fuch matters as were capable of infpmng them, with fen- 
timents of piety, and inftru£ting them in the duties of the 
chriftian religion, which they weie taught to pra&ife, by 
converging only with perfons of religious and exemplary lives. 
They fpent their time, fays Sozomen 9 not in profane divcr- 
fions, but in reading, meditating, vuiting .the churches and 
the tombs of the holy martyrs f. They were even admitted 
to the office of readers, and read the holy fcripturcs in pub- 
lic, appearing no left fatisfied with that function, than if they 
had been difcharging the higheft office in the ft ate 8 : and 
truly Gallus a£ted therein with fincerity, he being not only a 
true, but a moft pious, chriftian ; but Julian only ftudieri, if 
Gregory Na%ianzen is to be credited, to deceive the world 
with the mafic of piety, and conceal his wicked inclinations h . 
Both that writer and Ammianus Aiarcellinus aiTure us, that he 
was, from his infancy, inclined to the religion of the ancient 
Romans, that is, to idolatry r j but he him (elf tells us, that he 
was a chriftian till he was twenty k ; a nd Libanius, that when 
he came firft to Nicomedia y which was in 35 1, or 352, he had 
an extreme averfion to the Roman gods Be that as it will, 
the different difpofition of the heart, with which the two bro- 
thers performed the fame actions, was laid open to the eyes 
of the world, as we are told, by the following miracle, which 
we cannot omit, but intirely fubmit to the judgment of the 
reader. They both undertook to build a church ove r the 
tomb of St. Mamas y a celebrated martyr of C a/area in Cap- 
padocia ; but the fide that was to be erected by Julian, could 
never be finished ; whereas that which Gallns had under- 
taken, was fpeedily completed. This miraculous event is 
not only related by Theodore t ra , but by Gregory Na%ian%en % 
who affurcs us, that he learnt it of thofe who had been eye- 
witnefles of it n ; and Sozomen, who, in relating it, fays the 

e Julian, ad Athen. p. 4.99. Sozom. I. v. c 2 p. 50;. 
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feme thing, and adds, that many pcrfons were ftill living, rea- 
dy to confirm, as eye-witneflcs, the truth of what he relates ». 
From this retreat Gal/us was called to court, and created Cm- 
far in the beginning of the year 351, and foon after the em- 
peror was, with much-ado, prevailed upon to give Julian 
leave to quit Macella, and purfue his ftudies at Conjian- 
ti nop le y where he faw his brother as he pafled through 
that city on h!s journey into the eaft, with the title of 
Cafar Libanius writes, that he met Gallus at Nics- 
m-jdia, and obtained leave of the emperor to fpeak with 
him **. At Corji x ant inople 'Julian ft udied oratory, under a fo- 
phi ft of no great eloquence, but chofen by Conjlantius for his 
preceptor, becaufe he ufed, in all his declamations, to inveigh 
againft the idolatrous worfhip of the pagan gods r . Socrates 
af lures us, that this fophift was Ecebolus*, of whom hereafter. 
Julian's conduct at Conji ant inople, his application, and ob- 
liging behaviour, foon gained him the affections of the inha- 
bitants of that city, though he appeared in the fchools like 
a private perfon, and, following the directions of the 
eunuch Mardonius, carefully avoided the leaft mark of dif- 
.tinction. This no foon er came to the ears of the Jealous 
emperor, than he ordered him to quit Co nfl ant Inople, and re- 
tire to Nlcomedia, or what other place in Jfia he pleafed ; 
but ftrictly injoining him not to frequent the fchool of Liba- 
nius, a p.igan fophift of great reputation, who, being driven 
out of Conjlant inople, had opened a fchool at Nicomedta \ 
which city he waslikewife obliged to quit foon after, and re- 
tire to Antloch, the place of his nativity* 1 . The fophift too, 
under whom Julian ft udied at Co njl ant inople, prevailed upon 
him to promifc and folemnly fwear, that he would never hear 
the kctures of Libanius. Julian obferved his oath ; but, as 
he had a great efteem for that orator, he privately read his 
w 1 * r Jc s , a nd imitated his flyle with better fuccefs than thofe who 
Jiad ft udied under him u . During his flay at Nicomedia, he 
became acquainted with one Maximus of Ephefus, a pagan 
philofopher of great reputation, and much addicted to theftudy 
of magic, who, flattering him with the hopes of being one day 
emperor, infpircd him wirh an averfion to the chriftian re- 
ligion, which condemns all magical practices w . Libanius 

O SoZOM.p. ^94.. V AMM I AN. I. 15 p. 34. 1 LlDAV. 

orat. xii. p. 263. r Idem ibid. { Socrat. I. iii. p. 197. 
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writes, that the precepts and inftrudtions of a philofbpher 
in Ionia* meaning no doubt Maximus* made fuch a deep 
impreffion on the mind of Julian* chat he immediately re- 
nounced the chriftian religion, and embraced that of the Ro- 
mans *. However he was (b far from owning his real fenti- 
ments, that, on the contrary, he put on the appearance pf a 
Sincere and zealous chriftian, cauiing his head to be fhaved, 
fays Sozomen* affecting the drefs and manner of a monk, and 
performing the office of a reader in the principal church *f 
Nicomedia* while he at the fame time privately adored the 
heathen deities, and caufed himfelf to be inftrutted in the a- 
bominable myfteries of magic Y . Gallus* who reflded at 
Antioch* hearing fomewhat of his brother's inclination to ido- 
latry, endeavoured, by feveral warm and pious epiftles, to 
confirm him in the true religion, and divert him from the ido- 
latrous worfhip of the pagan gods ». But the facrilegious 
curiofity of knowing future events, fays Gregory Na%ian%*n* 
and the defire of reigning, prevailed over all other confide- 
rations a . Upon the ruin of his brother G alius, he was very 
near undergoing the fame fate, being unjufrly charged with 
feveral crimes, and fufpe<Sted by the emperor of afpiring at 
the fovereignty, who thereupon ordered him to be arretted, 
and kept him for (even months furrounded by guards, fome- 
times in one place, and fometimes in another b , but moftly 
at Milan* where the emperor himfelf refided ; for he tells us, 
that he was kept fix months in the great city which was the 
emperor's abode ; and that, during the whole time he was de- 
tained there, he was but once admitted to fee the emperor, 
and then by the mediation of the emprefs Eufebia* who 
prevailed upon her hufband to hear him, and encouraged him 
to defend himfelf with liberty and freedom ; which he did, 
without either juftifying, through fear or complaifance, the 
emperor's proceedings again ft his brother, or provoking his 
vengeance, by complaining of the hard ufage he himfelf had met 
with. Conftantius prom i fed him a fecond audience; which was 
put off" from day to day, under various pretences, by the eunuch 
Eufebiusy the emperor's great chamberlain, who began to 
apprehend, that Julian might, by degrees, gain not only the 
prince's favour, but confidence «. However, Conftantius 
being in the end convinced of his innocence, by means of the 
emprefs, he was allowed to return to his own country ; that 

■ Lib ibid. * Socrat. ibid. p. 166. "Phi lost. 

1. iii. c 27, p. 59. Lib an. orat. x. p. 234. 'Grig Naz. 

orat. iii. p. 86. b Liuan. orat. xii. p. 267. Julian, ad 

A then* p. 501. c Idem ibid. p. 503,504. Liuan. ibid. 



fbe Roman lliftorj. 



Book III. 



is, to his mother's eftate in Ionia or Bithynia *. But a re T 
jport being fpread, before he fee out, that Africanus had 
Revolted in Illyricum* Conjlantius would not differ hirn to 
return to AJia ; but, at the requeft of Eufebia* gave him 
leave to go into Greece* which he preferred to all other pla- 
ces, being defirous, as he pretended, to perfect himfclf in the 
Jciences \ but his true defign was to confer with the magi- 
cians at Athens* whom he believed more ikilled in that art 
thin thofe in AJia V He arrived at Athens about the middle 
of the year 355, and there became acquainted with the two 
great luminaries of the church, St Gregory Na%ian%en and 
Sc. Saftly who were at that time both improving themfelves 
at Athens in the ftudy of eloquence, of which they made af- 
t«r*v.irJs fo good an ufe. With the latter Julian read and 
Jlu-iied, not only the profane authors, but the books of the 
holy fcripture, carefully concealing, through fear of Con- 
Jiantins* his real fentiments* ; but he could not, with all his 
difguifcs, deceive the former, who, from- his wild motions 
and geftures, which he minutely defcribes, forefaw, and 
foretold among his intimate friends, what afterwards hap- 
pened *. Daring his ftay at Athens , he became familiar with 
the moft 2ealous advocates for paganifm, and the perfons 
belt verted in magic, expreifing to them, in confidence, his 
concern for the downfaJ of paganifm, andhisdefire and inten- 
tion of reftoring it to its former luftre, as foon as it was in his 
power fo to do h . He had been but a very fhort time at 
Athens* when he was recalled, to attend the emperor at 
Milan* who, it fcems, had already determined with himfeif 
to raife him to the dignity of Cafar Julian left Greece 
with great regret, rcfoiving not to accept the dignity with 
which he imagined the emperor defigned to tnveft him, ei her 
becaufe he loved a retired life, as Libanius would make us be- 
lieve fc, or rather dreading the fate of his brother, as he him- 
feif informs us On his arrival at Milan* he lodged in a 
houfe without the city, where he was fplendidly entertained 
hy the eunuchs of the emprefs m . Conjlantius was not then 
at Milan ; hut he returned Toon after to that city, and im- 
mediately communicated to his friends his defign of raifing 

d Jul 1 an. ibid. p. 501. Am m i an. I. xv. p. 34. • Jul i an. 
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Julian* who did all that lay in their power to divert him 
from it ; but Eufsbia* who favoured Julian* prevailed ; and 
the emperor ordered Julian to (have his long beard, to quit 
his philofophical cloak, and appear in the attire of" a military 
man, and the garb of a courtier °. As he had hitherto led 
the life of a philofopher, or rather of a monk, his aukward- 
ne's ifi a<3ing a part he had never been accuftomed to, af- 
forded for fome time no fmall diverfibn to the other courti- 
ers o. ' The emperor ailigned him an apartment in th#palace,' 
which he entered with dread and terror, reflc&ing, that he 
was to live among thofe who had (hed the blood of his father 
and brothers, and maflacred his whole family. When he 
found the emperor, in fpite of his warm remonfi ranees, 
refolved upon his promotion, he earneftly in treated him to 
appoint fuch miriifters and officers to fcrve under him, as 
might fupply his want of experience, and to give him in 
writing directions relating to his whole conJu&, that his 
only bufinefs might be to obey 9 . Genjlantius encouraged 
him, and having calmed his fears, gave him leave to wait 
on the emprefs, ^vho removed all his apprehenfions At 
length, on the iixth of November 355, he was declared Ceefar , 
with the ufual foleinnity, appointed governor of Gaul* and a J u | an ** 
few days after, by the intereft of Eufebia* married to Helena* r ~*" 
the emprefs 's fitter We have related above r in what man- x 
her he was treated, and how narrowly watched after his pro- 
motion. His houfhold was changed, and or his former domes- 
tics only four were left with him, viz. two youths, his phyfici- 
an, and his librarian The latter alone was privy to his fen- 
tfments touching religion, as he hi in fe If informs us He left 
Milan on the firit of December^ as we have ohferved above w* 
and arrived at Vienne in Gaul about the end of the year. Hi* 
warlike exploits, already defcribed by us in the reign of Con- 
Jlantiusyfecm to us altogether furpiiiing,' when wc rcnV<£l,' 
that they were performed by one who was yet very young ; 
who had been brought up in the country and among books, 
and confequently was obliged to learn the firlr rudiment* of war 
#hile he was lea ling the army to battle *. During his ftav p.*. cemdssg 
in Gauly as foon as he had quktcn the field, he betook him/clf j M Guui. 
to iiis ftudies, efpecially to that of philof <phv, but without neg- 
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letting the other fcicnces, in which he made a , wonderful 
progreft, being, according to Ammianus, not only an 
excellent philofophcr, byt an eloquent orator, a good peet, well 
verfed in the Roman and other hiftorie, thoroughly acquaint- 
ed with the Greek tongue, and pretty well with the Latin, 
in which he exprefled himfelf with great eafe f . His two 
clogies on Conjlantius, his panegyric on theemprefs Eufebia, 
and his difcourfc in commendation of Sallujl, which have all 
reached. our times, were the fruit of his fludies in Gaul \ 

t * * 9 ' • 

for in the firft of thefe compofitions he /peaks of his promo- 
tion to the dignity of Cafar, and tells us in the fecond, that he 
had feen the barbarians on the banks of the Rhine, and the 
coafts of the ocean, which muft have happened in the cam- 
paign of the year 358 »• The panegyric on Eufebia was writ- 
ten after that princefs had been at Rome, in the latter end of 
the year 356 a . As Julian took great delight in learning, 
men of letters flocked to him while he was in Gaul from al) 
parts, efpecially from Greece, and among the reft the pontiff 
of Eleufina^ with whom he pra&iied in private the abomin- 
able myfteries of magic, and confultcd the artjfpices and au- 
gurs ; for though he outwardly profefied the'chriftiaii religion 
he was a heathen in hts : heart, and facrificed every morn- 
His fruga- ing to Minerva in his clofet K He obferved great tempe- 
iity. ranee and fobriety in his diet, remembering, fays Ammia- 

nus «, the faying of Cato the elder, viz. That whoever thinks 
too much of his table, thinks little of virtue. Having this, 
maxim conftantly before his eyes, he would not even fuffer 
his table to be ferved after the manner prefcribed by Conftan- 
tius, who had given him inftruclions under his own hand, as 
we have obferved above, which were to be the rules of 
his conduct, and defcended even to his diet, but contented 
himfelf with the food of the common foldiers d . As he fed 
fparingly he was fathsfied with little fleep, rcpofing on a fkin 
fpread on the ground, and awaking when he pleafed, which 
was conftantly about midnight : the reft of the night he 
fpent in writing, reading, and viflting before brcak-of-day the 
fentrics and guards in their different ftations ; from this no 
He hates inclemency of weather ever diverted him e . He never fuf- 
all /ports. ^ ercc ^ pl a y s to be exhibited but on the firft day of the year, 
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and tfren not ft>r hi? own divprfioi* ( for he ha ted all forts of 
fports, even thofe of the cirpus )■> but to comply with an an* 
tie fit cuftorn, and to humour the populace *\ No dancers, 
comedians, players upon inftruipents,' buffoons, &c. were 
fuffered to appear at his court nay, when he was emperor, 
he would not fuffer the pagan pontiffs to affift at the infamous 
/ports, as he ftyles them, of the theatre, nor to contract 
friend (hip with ftage- players, dancers, drivers of chariots, £sV. 
or even enter their houfes : however, he allowed them to 
be prctenp at certain combats, which he names (acred, and at 
which no women appeared ; but as for the combats^ in which 
men entered the lifts with wild beafts, he excluded from them 
both the priefts and their children The grave and fevere 
life he led in Gaul gained him the eftcem and affections of 
the people there, who looked upon him as a prince fent 
down to them by heaven, the more becaufe he made it his Studies /< 
chief ftudy %o eaie them of the heavy and infupportable bur- ea j g the 
dens with which they \yere loaded by the emperor's officers, people* 
efpecially by Florentius* prefect of Gaul* who, on that ac- 
count cpneeived an implacable hatred againft him, and did 
him all the evil offices at court that lay in his power. But 
Julian* preferring the welfare of the people to his own fafe- 
ty x in fpite of Flqrentius* leilened the taxes, and reduced 
them from twenty- five pieces of gold a head to feven, which 
he found fufficicnt to defray all the expences of the war »> ; 
whence he was by all the people in Gaul looked upon as the 
j-eftorer of their country, and their common father ». In 
what he undertook in favour of the people, he was greatly 
a/lifted by one Saluji* a native of Gaul* in whom he repofed 
an intire confidence ; which railed fuch jealoufy in the other 
courtiers, that they took great pains to difcredit him with the 
emperor, who was in the end perfuaded to remove him, and 
appoint one Lucinianus in his room k . Julian* fenfibly af- 
fected in feeing himfelf deprived of the counfels of fo trufty a 
friend, gave vent to his grief in the difcourfe which he wrote 
to bid him fare wcl } . From that difcourfe, which is a kind 
of panegyric on Saluft* it appears, that Julian had commu- 
nicated to him his moft fecret thoughts ; whence fomc conr 
elude him to have been a pagan, though a man of great in- 

f Am mi AN. 1. xxv. p. 292. Jui. r am. mifopog. p. $g f 60. 
g Lid. or. x. p. 240. Jul i a s. or. fragment, p c 5 5. &Pa- 
negyr. xi. p. 223. Am m f an, 1. xvi. p. 58. Jum am . ep. xvii. p # 
133. 1 Lra.or. xii p. z2i. Julian, ep. ad Achen. p, 

518, k Libaw. ibid. Jvi Ian. ep. jrvii.p. 135. J J V m 
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tegritjr and an unblemifhcd chara&er w . The emperor, who 
was then in lllyricum* fene him into Thrace ; whence he was 
foori after remanded into Gaul, where Julian left him in 361, 
with the character of prefect As Julian was univerfally 
efteemed and beloved by the people in Gaul* no wonder that 
they readily concurred with the foldiery in bellowing upon 
him the title of emperor in 360, as we have related above. 
After his promotion, he continued for fome time to profefs 
outwardly the chriftiari religion, and publicly affifted at the 
holy ceremonies of the church on the feaft of the Epiphany 
in 361 °, but threw off the maflc foon after ; for we are told 
Hr cau/es by Libanius > that he no fooner faw himfelf mafter of lllyricum^ 
the temples tnan j, e opened the temples of the gods, offered facrificesac- 
of the gods corc jing to the antient rites, and exhorted all perfons to follow 
to be open* ^ exam pj e> an d reftore to its former luftre the religion of 
- their anceftors p . This happened before the death of Conjlan- 

tius* who died on the third of November 361, fince Gregory 
Nazianzen fuppofes him to have known, that Julian had re- 
nounced the true religion * ; and Libanius aflures us, that be- 
fore the emperor's death, the Greeks* efpecially the Athenians* 
declaring for Julian* had begun to offer facrifioes as former- 
ly, and pra&ife the ceremonies that had been long negle&ed, 
which gave occafion to a fedition raifed at Athens among the 
facrcd families, as Libanius ftyles them, meaning, no doubt, 
the families of the pontiffs. The fame writer adds, that Ju- 
lian wrote feveral letters, exhorting them to peace and con- 
cord r . We have mentioned above, what paffed in Gaul 
and lllyricum* from the time Julian was declared emperor to 
the death of Conjlantius ; and (hall therefore, without re- 
peating the fame events, refume the thread of our hiftory 
from that period, generally reckoned the beginning of Julian's 
reign. Conjlantius being dead, the eunuch Eufebius* and 
fome others, who dreaded the refentmcnt of Julian* and the 
luliatttff- puni&ment due to their enormous crimes, were for electing 
knowleged another emperor ; but no one falling in with them, Tbeolai- 
emperor phus and AUguldus* both ftyled counts, were difpatched to 
upon the Julian with the news of the emperor's death, and to aflure 
death of him, that all the eaftern provinces were ready to obev his 
Conflan- commands. The two mcfiengers found him at Naijfus in 
tius. lllyricum* employed chiefly in fupcrftitious inquiries into the 

entrails of vi (Slims, and fomctimes promifing himfelf the beft, 

> n Idem ibid. p. 449. " Ammi an. 1. xxi. p. 187. 0 Zos. 
J. iii. p. 711. Soz. 1. v. c. i. p. 590. Julian, ad .A then, p. 
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at other times apprehending the worft events. But the deatt 
of Conjiantius delivered him from all his doubts and apprehen- 
fions, and put him in pofielfion of the empire* without link- 
ing a blow f . We are told, that when he received the news 
of the emperor's death, he burft into tears, appeared the 
fame day in deep mourning, and betrayed an extraordinary 
grief and concern amidft the repeated acclamations of the fol- 
diery, faluting him with the title of Jugujlus He imme- 
diately iffued orders for a general mourning, and commanded 
all poifible honours to be paid to the body of the deceased em-* 
peror u . Soon after the meflengers, (everal horfcmen ar- 
rived from ConJiantinople 3 afluring him, that the troops in thofe 
parts had unanimously acknowledged him emperor w. He He is rt- 
therefore fet out without delay for Conftantinople ; and be- f«W 
ing met by almoft all the inhabitants of that metropolis at with great 
Heraclcdj he made his public entry on the eleventh of Dt-JW 
cember of this year 361, being attended by the fenate in a ftant| - 
body, by all the magiltrates, and by the nobility in their beft no P lc# 
apparel, every one teftifying with loud fhouts of joy the fatif- 
faction they felt in feeing fuch a promifing prince ; a prince, 
who had been born, and fome time educated, in their city, 
who had already performed fuch wonderful exploits, raifed to 
the empire without the leaft expence of blood or treafure to 
the republic *. He was anew declared emperor by the fenate 
of ConJlantinopU ; and as foon as that ceremony was over, he 
caufed the obfequies of Conjiantius to be performed with the 
greateft pomp and folemnity imaginable His next care was 
to form ztCbalcedon a court of juftice, to inquire into the He ere&tm 
condu<ft of the minifters of the deceafed emperor, and to hear court of 
the complaints of fuch as had been injured by them. In this juftice to 
court prefided Salujlius Secundus, whom Julian had created inquire in- 
prefect of the eaft, in the room of Elpidius, and we mull to the con- 
take care not to confound with Saluji, prcfe£t of Gaul, of * u & °f the 
whom we have fpoken above : to diftinguifh them, we (hall call **i**ftwf 
the former Secundus y following therein Ammianus and other 9 oni * an * 
writers. Julian repofed in both an intire confidence ; and UUft * 
the prefect of the eaft, though a pagan, is highly commend- 
ed, even by the ecclefiaftic writers, for his prudence, dis- 
cretion, and companion towards the chriltian? perfecuted by 
Julian, whofe conduit towards them he loudly condemned. 

f Amm 1 an. I. xxi. p. 200, & I. xxii. p. 204. Zos. 1. iij. p. 713, 
Lib. or. xii. p. 289. 1 Zona it. p 21. u Zos. I. iii, 

p. 713. w idem ibid. * Ammian. 1. xxi. p. 205. 
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With him were joined in commi/Hon the two confuls cleft, 
Mamertinus and Nevita, the former prefe£fc of Illyricum and 
the latter an officer in the army, with Arbetio, Agilo> and 
Jovhms, of whom the latter had been lately created general 
of the horfe in lllyrtcum y and the two others had ferved 
under Conftantius, in quality of generals. Arbetio was uni- 
vcrfally abhorred on account of his haughty and imperious 
behaviour, and was faid to have occasioned the ruin of feveral 
innocent perfons under the late reign : whence the conduit 
of Julian feemed to all very ft range, in appointing one to 
judge others, who ought himfelf to have been arraigned as a 
criminal ; nay, we are told, that the whole authority was 
lodged in his hands, and that the others were named only for 
form -fake * $ which betrayed in Julian , fays Ammianus, no 
fmall want either of judgment or vigour *. Be that as it will, 
by this court were condemned to be burnt alive the famous 
Several (f Paulus Catena and the noted informer Apedemus 9 as the chief 
them con- authors of all the cruelties committed in the late reign. The 
demnedand eunuch Eufebius was likewife condemned and executed. 
executed. Thefe executions were by all the world applauded as juft and 
Urfula, equitable ; but the death of Urfula> a man of great merit 
mnd others, anc j known integrity, was a ftain upon the reputation of Jw 
condemned ft an ^ w hom he had fupplied with money unknown to the em- 
™J u fth. peror, when he was fent into Gaul with the title of C*far 9 

but without the neceflary appointments to fupport that dig* 
nity. What prompted Julian to put him to death, we are 
no- where told ; but all authors agree, that he deferved no 
fuch treatment, efpecially at his hands ; and therefore charge 
him with the blackeft ingratitude in procuring the death of a 
perfon to whom he owed the greateft obligations a . Julian* to 
palliate his ingratitude, cruelty, and injufticc, pretended, that 
Urfula had been condemned and executed without his know-* 
ledge ; but Ammianus himfelf owns this to be but a lame ex-* 
cufc*. To atone in fome degree for this crying injuftice, he 
ordered great part of the eftate of Urfula 9 which had been 
confifcated, to be reftored to his daughter, his only child e. 
Florcntiusj who was this year conful, and had, while prcfecc 
of Gaul 9 highly difobliged Julian* as we related above, was 
likewife Sentenced to death; but he found means to make 
his cfcape, and appeared no more <* : whence we muft diftin- 
guilh him from another of the fame name, who was taken 




7 Ammiabt, 1. xxii. p. 206, 207. " Idem ibid. * Lib* 
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and beheaded With Pr$copius in 369. Two officers, whofh %//- 
<ra had difcharged, offered to difcover Florentius 9 provided they 
were reftored to their rank ; but Julian difmifled them, branding 
them with the name of informers, and adding, that to perfecutean 
unhappy man, who had been obliged to conceal himfelf, was 
an action unworthy of a prince e . Taurus* Florentius's col- 
legue in the confulftiip, and prefect of Italy* was ban i /heel to 
Vercella* now Vercelli* in Piedmont \ for no other reafon but 
becaufe he had fled when Julian entered Illyricum f. With 
the fame injuftice were baniflied another Florentius^ who had 
been magijler officiorum* under Cbnftantius* Palladius, who 
had difcharged the fame office in the court of Ga/lus, and 
many others *. Julian* not fatisfied with having puniflied 
fome of Conflantiks'% minifters, deprived the reft of their em- 
ployments, without diftin&ion, though there were among them 
feveral perfons of unblemifhed characters, who had disappro- 
ved, and even oppofed, mod of the latemeafures. As the vaft 
number of officers was become an intolerable burden to the 
public, he thought himfelf bound to leflen it ; and according- 
ly difcharged all ufelefs perfons about court, preferring the fru- n tre f orms 
gality and modefty of a philofopher, foysJmmianus, to the vain t ^ e ffZ™ 
magnificence of a prince K He reduced among the reft the 
officers called agentes in rebus* from ten thoufand to feven- 
teen and difcharged thoufands of cooks, barbers, and fuch* 
like vermin, who devoured the fubftance of the people, and 
with their large falaries drained the exchequer k . Hiftorians 
relate of him, that having called for a barber, and one appear- 
ing in a drefs far above his condition, Julian looking upon 
him, and betraying great furprife, I called for a barber * faid 
he, and not for a governor or a fenator The curiofi* 
whofe office it was to inform the emperor of what pafled in 
the different provinces, were all difcharged, and that employ- 
ment intirely fupprefled «. This great reform of officers and 
offices enabled him to eafe the people of the heavy burdens 
they groaned under j which he did, abating throughout the 
whole empire the fifth part of all taxes and imports °. He re- ff ee ftfatfo 
called from baniihmcntall the orthodox bifhops, but with a de- p co pUby 
fign, as is obferved both by the pagan and chriftian wri- UJfinbtg 
ters, to raife difturbances, and fow diffemions in the church, thctaxet. 
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T*he death of Conftantius was no fooner known, than 
deputies were fent from the chief cities of the empire, to pre- 
fent the new prince with crowns of gold, and to congratulate 
him on his acceffion to the empire. Their example was fol- 
lowed by feveral foreign nations, among which, however* 
we find no mention made of the Ptrjians. The deputies of 
the Goths cavalling about the oaths they were to take, Ju- 
lian ordered them to return home, and prepare for war ; but 
contented himfelf with placing ftrong garifons in the cities 
of Thrace* and on the banks of the Danube °. Before he 
left ConJiantinopUi he wrote to the philofopher Maximus* 
who had firft infpired him, as we have obferved above, witl 
an averfion to the chriftian religion, inviting to court both 
him and another pagan philofopher and magician, named 
Chryfanthus. The latter, deterred by fome bad omens, could 
not prevail upon himfelf to comply with the invitation ; but 
the former readily obeyed, and was received by the empe- 
ror at Conftantinople with fuch tokens of friendship and es- 
teem, as to Ammianus feemed below thedignity of a prince p , 
though highly commended by Libanius The philofopher, 
puffed up with the reception he met with from Julian* and 
the refpe<St paid him by others out of complaisance to the 
prince, grew fo proud and haughty, that it was lefs diffi- 
cult to have accefs to the emperor than to him r . By 
him Julian was perfuaded to write a fecond letter to CAry- 
fanthus ; nay, he condefcended to write privately with his 
own hand to the philofopher's wife, hoping by her means 
to draw him to court. But finding him unalterably fixed in 
his former refolution, he created him high pontiff* of Lydia f $ 
which office he discharged with great moderation. Fore- 
feeing, without the affiftance of magic, what might happen, 
he did not take upon him, as others did, to rebuild the 
temples of the gods ; but carefully avoided difobliging the 
chriftians, or doing them the leaft injury : hence the re-ef- 
tablifhmcnt of idolatry in that province was fcarce percepti- 
ble c . The encouragement Maximus met with from Julian* 
drew to court from all parts fwarms of philofophers, ma- 
gicians, arufpices, and diviners of all denominations, who 
were kindly received by the emperor, entertained at a great 
expence, and raifed to honourable employments, though 
many of them had in the late reign been branded with 
infamy for their notorious impoftures, and condemned ei- 

° Ammian. ibid. p. aio. Lib. or. 10. p. 145. * Am- 
mi an. J. xxii. p. 210. 1 Lib. or. xit. p. 299. r Euna?. c, 
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tber to languifli in prlfbn, or to work in the mines* There 
were Julian 9 * chief favourites; thefe the perfons in whom 
J?e molt confided But among thefm Maximus and Prifcus 
bqre the cfiief fway, affuming a port and authority ill Ant- 
ing their profeflion w. Iamblichus of Apamea was likewife 
importuned by Julian to come to court; but hechofe rather 
to lead a retired life, as did the great 5/7/?/, rejecting with 
contempt the tender which Julian, who had known him at 
Athens, made him of his friendfhip *. The chrifrian writers add, 
that Julian's court was not only crouded with philofophers and 
magicians, but with infamous women r ; a charge not denied 
by Ammianus himfelf, who owns, that he was nut undefer- 
▼edly traduced arid ridiculed for carrying about with him troops 
of women 2 . 

The next con fills were Claudius Mamertinus and Ncvlta, or 
Nevitta,who, on the firftiday of January , when they entered 
according tocuftom, upon their office, went, before it was light, 
to wait on the emperor, fearing, fays Mamertinus in the pa- 
negyric he pronounced on * this occaiion, he ihould be before- 
hand with them*. " Julian no fooner heard they were coming, Julian p*ys 
than he haftened to meet them in the utmoft confufion, as if g reat re f- 
he had been wanting in refpeft to them; kiffed them, received f* a *° *&* 
them with the greateft regard imaginable, and would by all C9n M s * 
means attend them in their chariots, walking before them to 
the fenate mixed with the croud b . His conduit on this 
occaiion is greatly commended by fome, and no lefs blamed 
by others, among the reft by Ammianus, who looked upon 
it as too mean, and below the majefty of a prince c . It 
was a ufual thing for emperors to accompany the new 
confuls on that day, but not on foot, it feems, nor blen- 
ded with the croud. On the third of January, Ma- 
mertinus exhibited the circenfian fports, when a troop of 
Haves being brought into the circus, in order to be decla- 
red free by the conful, according to cuftom, Julian, unac- 
quainted with the prerogatives of the feve ral magi Orates, 
declared them free himfelf; but being told, that he entrenched 
upon the jurifdi&ion of the confuls, he begged pardon, and 
condemned himfelf to pay a fine of ten pounds weight of 
gold d . Ammianus obferves, that Julian went frequently to 
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the fenate, and fpoke in all debates ; whereas Cenftantius u- 
fed to command the fenators to attend him in the palace, and 

pleafu re, without allowing them 
to fit down in his prefence*. This year, Julian appointed 
ope Pratextatus governor of Acbaia, who is mightily com- 
mended both by Ammianus * and Zofimus ' * and Photius quotes 
a difcourfe of the fophift Himera on his proconfulfhip, which 
office he ftill held in 364, and 365, under the emperor Valtn- 
He enrich- tinian h . Before he left Conftantinople 9 he enriched that me* 
es the city tropalis, the place of his nativity, with many privileges, form- 
c f Con ~ ed a large harbour to (belter the fhips from the fouth wind, 
ftantinople bu jj t a ma g n ifi C ent porch leading to it, -nd in another porch 
nutthmany « . iik Mr ~ in which he lodeed all his books At leneth 



Heft 



Tout ^ e * e ** Conflantinople in the month of May^ and fet out for 
9r ^J? Antioch ; he paffed through Qhalcedtn* and from thence went 
ach^ 1 to Nicomedia y the ruins of which city, overturned by an 

earthquake, he could not behold without feed ding many tears ; 
he ordered confiderable fums for the rebuilding of it, and then 
purfuing his journey by Nict, he turned out of his way on 
the borders of Qalatia 9 to vifit the famous temple of Cybele 
at Pejftnus, which he enriched with offerings of a great value. 
He pronounced a difcourfe on that pretended deity, which he 
compofed in one night, appointed Calixtnts prieftcfe of tjie 
temple, and then continued his rout to Ancyra, where lie 
was met by the pagan priefts carrying with them their idols. 
As foon as he arrived at the palace, he ordered confiderable 
fums to be diftributed among them, and the next day exhibits 
ed public fports *. As he purfued his march, he was met in 
nioft places by crouds of people come to lay their cornplaint$ 
before him : he heard them with patience, and decided their 
differences with equity, not fuffering himfelf to be prejudiced 
in favour of thofe who complained, or againft fuch as hac} 
given them pecafion to complain As he entered Cilicia, 
he was met by the inhabitants of a fmall village, one of whom 
accufed another of afpiring at the empire, alledgjng, that he 
had ordered himfelf a purple habit, which was actually making. 
Julian hearfi the informer with grcaj patience, and then told 
him, that when the purple habit was done, he might fupply, 
if he pleafed, the new prince with purple (hoes m . The em- 
peror, pafling through Ciiicia, arrived at length at Antioch, 
where he was received with the greateft demonftrations of joy 

« Idem. p. 210. f Idem ibid. B Zor,. 1. iv. p. 735. 
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'maginable* Soon after his arrival, he went up to the top of 
mount Cafius in the neighbourhood of that city, and there 
offered a iblemn facrifice to Jupiter. On his return, Theo- 
dot us , one of the chief citizens of Hierapolis % who, it teems, 
had formerly done fomething to difoblige him, threw himftlf 
at his feet, intreating him to forgive him. Julian did not 
know him * but without inquiring who he was, or what he 
had done, embraced him with great tendernefs, faying, In 

what you have dif obliged me* I know not* nor do I care to knoxv* 
but be it what it will* you have nothing to fear under a prince* 
whofe greateji ambition is to lejfen the number of his enemies* 
and increafe that of bis friends During hi* ftay at Antioch* 
he employed himfelf chiefly in hearing and deciding caufcs 5 
in protecting the innocent, without di function of chhftian or 
pagan, fays Ammimnus ° j and punifhing the guilty, without f£ i4M / mtntm 
forgetting his ufual lenity and moderation. In rite ad mini- »* rj - u *j c ~ 
ftration of juftice, he readily hearkened to thofe who feemed ; m _ 
better acquainted with the laws than himfelf, advifing con- partiality. 
ftantly with them before he gave fentence p . But notwith- 
ftanding his fo much boafted equity and moderation, he fc-n- 
tenced to death Gaudentius* one of the late emperors 's fecre- 
taries, and Julian formerly vicar, for no other reafon but 
becaufe they had adhered to Con/lantius with great fteadtnefs 
and zeal 4 ; which a generous prince would have rather thought 
worthy of reward than punifhment. He treated in the fame 
manner the fon of Marcellus* accufed of afpiring at the em- 
pire ; but contented himfelf with only banifhing Romanus 
and Vincentius* two officers of diftin&ion, tho* convidted of 
the fame crime r . Marcellus had highly difobliged Julian* 
while he commanded under him in Gaul* as we have obferv- 
ed elfewhere. The ecclefiaftic writers make long defcan ts 
on the unheard-of cruelties and innumerable murders com- 
mitted by Julian* during his ftay at Antioch f . Gregory Na- 
zianzen reprefents thcOrontes* on which flood Antioch* choak- 
ed up with the dead bodies of fuch as had by his orders been 
privately murdered, or thrown into that river in the night- 
time ; and adds, that all the ditches, caves, wells, ponds, 
&c. in the neighbourhood of that city, were filled with the 
bodies of the young virgins and children whom he had inhu- 
manly facrificed, hoping to difcover future events in their en- 
trails c . Thefe abominable practices and barbarous murders 
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were kept fecret, and carefully concealed, during his life- 
time, fays Theodore t « ; but after his death many chefts were 
found in the palace, filled with the bones of thofe he had thus 
inhumanly facrificed. It is furprifing, that fuch cruelties 
fhould have been known only to the chriftian writers. Both 
pagan and chriftian authors obfe'rve, that during the fhort 
time Julian reigned, the empire was conftantly affiified by 
^ Jr ' fome grievous calamity or other : dreadful earthquakes wfcre 
afflicted ^ c j c j n evcrv province ; mod: of the cities of Palejline, Libya* 

TalamUits ^ /67 6'> an ^ Greece, were overturned Libanius writes, that 

* not one city was left Handing in all Libya, and but one in 
Greece j that Nice was utterly ruined, and ConJlantinopU 
greatly damaged *. The temples of Apollo at Rome and Daph- 
ne were about the fame time con fumed by fire. The fea in 
feveral places broke iif upon the land, and deftroyed whole 
cities with their inhabitants. At Alexandria, the fea retiring 
during an earthquake, returned afterwards with fuch violence, 
that it laid under water feveral towns and villages, and drowned 
an incredible number of people J. To thefe calamities was 
added a general drought, which lafted till the winter was far 
fpent, and produced an univerfal famine : the famine was fol- 
* lowed by a dreadful plague, and both continued till the death 

of Julian, carrying off great numbers of men and cattle ». 
The ecclefiaftic writers obferve, that the famine followed Ju- 
lian from place to place ; and that, as he continued longer at 
Antioch, than in any other city, it raged there with moft 
violence. Julian, to remedy this evil, fixed the prices of 
corn, and all other provifions, which incrcafed it beyond mea- 
fure, the merchants conveying privately their corn to other 
places. By this means that great and populous metropolis was 
reduced to fuch mifcries as can hardly be exprefled *. 

The following year, 363, Julian entered upon his fourth 
confulfhip, having Salujt, the prefect of Gaul, for his col- 
legue ; and on that occafion Libanius pronounced the pane- 
gyric, which is ftill extant b. Julian, on the firft of January, 
vifited the temple of Jupiter, and there performed the 
heathenifli facrifices, which had been long omitted, for the 
fafety of the empire. As the inhabitants of Antioch were 
hioftly chriftians, and be fides highly provoked againft Julian* 
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to whofe impiety in worshipping the idols they afcribed the 
famine and the other calamities, with which the whole em- 
pire was afflicted, they publifhed feveral lampoons, reflecting Ju!ianr«z/- 
021 the defeats of his perfon, and expofing him to ridicule on lied by the 
account of his fmall ftature, his forbidding afpe&, his long Antiochi* 
and rou^h beard, his port and geftures, which were, it feems, an*, 
fomewhat odd and ridiculous. They fiyled him butcher, by 
reafon of the many victims he was daily immolating j and 
railiied him, not without icafon, (ays jimmianus <, for taking 
pride ia carrying himfclf the utcnfils for the facrifices, and 
adding rather the part of a prieft than an emperor. The ftrange 
and fan tad ical figures, which he caufed to be engraved on 
his coins, were, and not undefervedly, one of the topics of 
ridicule d . Julian* highly provoked with the railleries of the 
people of Antiocby and P-virre fr.tires that were daily publifh- 
ed agaiuit him, and funjj publicly in the ftreets, wrote an iro- 
nical invective a gain ft the Antiochimns* ft y led The Antiocbian 
or Mifopogoriy that is, the beard- hater ; in which he repre- 
fents them intirely addicted to their intcreft, abandoned to His Antio- 
luxury, pomp, and lewdnefs, great admirers of plays, farces, chianor 
and all forts of diverfions. And truly, that his reproaches Mkopo- 
were not groundlefs, is manifeft from the homilies which the gon. 
famous Chryfqftom preached a few years after in that city. 
However, Ainmiaxius allures us, that, blinded with paifion, he 
mixed with the truth many things that were quite foreign to it*. 
Elias of Crete % as quoted by Gregory Nazianzen* tells us, that, in 
compofing this piece 9 Julian was affifted by Libanius t . Maximux 
too had, in all likelihood, a hand in it; for to his cenfure Julian 
ufed to fubmit all his com pofit ions g . The Mlfopogon was receiv- 
ed by fome better, by others, efpccially the chriftians, worfe, 
than it deferved : it is a continued fatire, not without hu- 
mour ; but in many places flat, low, and infipid. He wrote 
it feven months after his arrival at Antiocb* that is, about the 
latter end of January of the prefent year 363 h . Though 
he had been highly provoked by the fevere reflections, and 
biting railleries, of the Antiochians* yet in his Mifopogon he 
folemnly declares, that none of them fhall on that fcore lofe 
their lives, be beaten with rods, arretted, or imprifoned ; but 
threatens to withdraw from a city, which thus requited, with 
the utmoft ingratitude, the innumerable favours he had heaped 
upon it, and the extraordinary care he had taken in relieving 
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He defigns the citizens, when in the utuioft diftrefs K His defign was to 
t§ leave refide at Tarfus, and with this view he wrote to Memor, 
Antioch governor of CilUia, one of his intimate friends, injoining 
andrefide him to get every thing ready for his reception againft his 
mt Tarfus. return from the Perjian war, which he was then bent up- 
on k . Libanius tells us, that about the time Julian wrote 
his Afifop$gon, ten foldiers, incenfed againft him on account 
of his attempting to re-eftablilh the worfhip of the gods, 
confpired to murder him while he was exercifing his troops. 
But the plot being difcovered by the confpirators them- 
fclves, when they were intoxicated with wine, they were 
all arretted, and brought before Julian, who generoufly 
forgave them, though convi&ed of the crime laid to their 
charge t. 

Htprepareg Julian had, ever fince his accefEon to the empire, (hewed 
forthe?cr-A ftrong inclination to make war upon the Perfians, and 
fianac/ar. try whether he could humble that haughty enemy, who had 

for many years ha r railed the eaftern provinces in a moft mi- 
fcrable manner, and defeated all the attempts of his prede- 
cefibr. Being advifed, foon after his arrival at Conjlantinople, 
tn fall upon the Goths, he anfwered, that he defxgned to enter 
the lifts with a more formidable enemy Before he left 
that metropolis,' he had appointed his generals, and named the 
officers and foldiers who were to ferve under them. Vi&or 
was created general of the foot, and Htrmifda of the horfe. 
The latter was the elder brother of Sapor, king of Perfia j 
but having been excluded from the crown, and kept fome 
time under confinement, he found means to make his efcape, 
and took fan&uary in the court of Conflantine in 323 n . 
Julian, during his flay at Antioch, purfucd his preparations 
for the Perjian war, drawing together his troops from all 
quarters, ercding magazines, making new levies, and, 
above all, confulting the oracles, the arufpices, magicians, 
£ff<r. The oracles of Delphos, Dtlos, and Dodena, a flu red 
him of victory °. But the arufpices, and moft of his cour- 
tiers and officers, did all that lay in their power to divert 
him from his intended expedition *• But the deceitful an- 
fivers of the oracles, the confidence he repofed in the ma- 
gicians, and the deflre of adding the Perjian monarch to the 
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many kings he had already Teen humbled at his feet, pre- 
vailed overall other con fid erat ions The Perjtans, according 
to Iheodoret, began hoftilities r , by making inioads into 
Mtfopotamia. But Libanius tells us, that the king of Perfia 
wrote to Julian, offering to conclude a peace with him upon 
fuch terms as he lhould think juft and reafonable ; but that 
Julian , defirous to revenge the many affronts offered to the 
Romans by that haughty prince, tore the letter, and would 
hearken to no terms r . Socrates fpeaks of embafTadors lent fym hear- 
ty Sapor with advantageous propofals, but difmifled by ^ ett lo n9 
Julian with this anfwer ; that ere it was long he hoped to terms- 
treat with their m after in perfon c « Several nations fent de- 
puties to Julian, offering him their afliftance, which he re- 
fufed, faying, ?he Romans are to ajjift their allies, but Jland 
in no need of their affiftance °. He likewife rejected, and He dlfo- 
in a very difobiiging manner, the offers of the Saracens, bliges the 
anfwering them, when they complained of his flopping the Saracens, 
penhon, which was paid to their nation by other emperors, 
that a warlike frinde had fteel, but no gold \ which they re- 
lenting, joined (he Perfians, and continued faithful to them 
to the la ft w . However, he wrote to Arfates, king of Arme- 
nia, injoining him to keep his troops in readinefs to execute 
the orders he fhould foon tranfmit to him. Having made the 
neceflary preparations for fo important a war, as foon as the 
feafon was fit for action, he difpatched orders to his troops 
to pafs the Euphrates, with a defign to enter the enemy's 
country before they had the leaft notion of his march, plac- 
ing guards for that purpofe on all the roads *. Before he 
left Antioch, he appointed one Alexander, a cruel and paflio- 
nate man, governor of that city, frying the citizens deferve 
no better*. He fet out from Antioch on the fifth of March, He fits out 
and reached the fame day Litarba, a village in the territory f™»* An- 
of Chalets, and about fifteen leagues from Antioch. The ma- tioch, 
giftrates of that great city, who had attended him thither, 
wifhing him a happy journey, and a triumphant return, he 
told them in a great paffion, that he wculd never vific them 
again, being rcfolved to winrer at Ta^fus *. He had told 
them before the fame thing in the pref; ncj of Libanius, who 
threupon wrote two fpeeche , the one, aJdufllJ to Julian, 
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in favour of the inhabitants of Antioch 9 and the other to the 
inhabitants themfelves *. Of thefe, the firft only has readied 
our times. From Litarba 9 fulian 9 proceeded to Berea 9 
where he ha J ted a day, and pronounced a fpeech before the 
council of the place, exhorting them to adore the gods 
of their anceftors. He writes him fclf that they all heard 
him with attention, and commended him ; but few follow- 
The con- ed his advice b . At the head of the council was a zealous 
dufi of a chriflian, who had not only difinheri ted, but turned out of 
tbriftian doors, his fon, for renouncing the chriflian religion. As fu- 
at Berea, i um <j rew near Berea y the fon accofting him, acquainted him 

with the treatment he had met with from his father, and the 
motives of his indignation. The emperor, pitying his con- 
dition, bid him take courage, and be under no concern : 
For I will take upon me 9 added he, to appeafe your father 9 and 
reinjlate you in his favour. Mindful of his promife, the fame 
day, he invited the chief citizens of Berea , and, among the 
reft, both the father and the fon, to Tup with him. The 
two latter he placed by him ; and in the mid (I of the banquet, 
turning to the father, / do not think it reafonable 9 faid he, to 
ufe any violence in point of religion. Allow your fon to profefs 
a religion different from yours , as I allow you to profefs one dif- 
ferent from mine, tho 9 I might eafily oblige you to renounce it. 
WJ)at ! replied the father, are you f peaking in favour of an 
impious wretch abhorred by heaven, who has preferred fa //hood 
to truth, and renounced the worjhip of the true God, to fall down 
before idols ? Injuries and inveSfives y replied Julian 9 inter- 
rupting him, are foreign to our purpofe 9 and therefore I beg 
you would forbear them : then turning to the fon, It is in- 
cumbent upon me 9 faid he, to take care of you 9 fince your fa- 
The route ther is deaf to my prayers and intreaties in your behalf *• He 
4/ Julian's was better pleafed with the inhabitants of Batne, the next 
*rmj% city he came to ; for they had, before his arrival, reftorcd 

the public worihip of the gods. There he offered facrifices, 
and having immolated a great number of victims, he purfued 
the next day his journey to Hierapolis 9 the capital city of 
the province Euphratefiana 9 which he reached on the ninth 
of March. He was met at a great diftance by crouds of 
people j but as he entered the city, fifty foldiers were killed, 
and a great many more hurt, by the fall of a porch d . At 
Hierapolis he lodged in the houfe of one for whom he had 
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a particular efteem and veneration, becaufe be was the fon- 
in-law of Sopater, the difciple of Iamblichus, and becaufe 
neither Conjlantius nor Callus, who had both lodged in his 
ho ufe, had ever been able to prevail upon him to renounce 
the worfhip of his idols e. From Hierapolis, yulian wrote 
to Libanius, giving him an account of his journey, and of 
feverai things he had done at Hierapolis * j but takes no notice 
of the death of the fifty foldiers. He left Hierapolis on the 
thirteenth of March ; and having pafled the Euphrates, on a 
bridge of boats with his army, he came to Bat nee ', a fmall 
city of Ofrhcene, about ten leagues from Hierapolis , and 
different from the city of the fame name in Syria. There 
fifty foldiers more were killed by the fall of a ftackof ftraw *>. 
From Batrtcr he proceeded to Carrhar, where, in the famous He faerifi. 
temple of the moon, he performed fome ceremonies with his ces to the 
magicians, fays Theodoret, which were not known then, but ***** at 
were difcovered after his death, ; for that writer tells us, Carrhaj. 
that he ordered the gates of the temple to be (hut, fealed 
them with his own fignet, and placed guards round the tem- 
ple with orders to let no one enter it till his return. 
But when the news of his death was brought to Carrha % 
the gates were opened, continues the fame writer, when, 
to the great furprife of the whole city, a woman was 
feen hanging by her hair, *vjth her arms ftretched out, and 
her belly open c. Wi 4 at Tbeodoret writes is not vouched 
by any other author ; but they all agree, that Julian pri- 
vately facrificed in the temple of the moon at Carrb& % 
which ceremony being over, he delivered, as we read in 
AmmianuSy a purple robe, to his kinfman Procopius, the 
only perfon whom he had admitted to the facrifice, in- 
joining him to feize on the empire, if news mould be 
brought him of his death d . This looks as if the omens had 
not proved favourable. But on the other hand Libanius 
writes, that the gods revealed to him, that he was not to die 
till he had humbled the Perftans ; and beftows great encomi- 
ums upon him for having chofen to haften his death, rather 
than to deprive himfclf of the glory he was to acquire in this 
war*. While he was at Car r ha, news being brought him, 
that a party of the enemy's horfe had broke into the Roman 
territories, he refolved to leave an army in Mefopotatnia to 
guard the frontiers of the empire on that fide, while he ad- 
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vanced on the other into the heart of the Perfian domini- 
ons f . This army conlifted, according to fome *, of twenty 
thoufand; according to others, of thirty thoufand, chofca 
troops * ; and was commanded by Procopius* and St baft tan 
a famous Manichean who had been governor of Egypt* and 
had perfecuted there, with the utmoft cruelty, the orthodox 
chriftians. Thefe two were to join, if poffible, Arfaces king 
of Armenia* to lay wafte the fruitful plains of Media, and 

Hi en- mcet tne emperor in AJfyria. Julian wrote to Arfaces* ac- 
. " t0 quainting him with his dcfign, but in tiie mod di/bbJiging 
%ua*ds the terms imaginable, treating him as if he had been the meaneft 
kin* 0/ of his flaves, reviling the memory of Cwjlantius* to whom 
Armenia, that prince had been ever greatly attached, and extolling his 

own abilities and fkill in war. As Jtrfaces pro felled the chrif- 
tian religion, Julian* after having threatened to treat him as 
a rebel, if he did not, with the utmoft punctuality, execute the 
orders laid upon him, added, And the God you adore will n#t 
he able to fere en you from my indignation. Thus Soxomen 
There were two roads leading from Car r has to Perfia* the 
one to the left by Nifibis* and through the province of A- 
diabene* the other to the right, through AJfyria, along the 
banks of the Euphrates. On both thefe roads Julian had 
ca uled magazines to be erected, but chofe the latter $ and 
order ^ M ; iav j n g^ from an eminence, viewed his army, confifting 

of fixty-three thoufand men, he fet out on the twenty -fifth 
of March for Davana or Dabana in Mefopotamia , and arrived 
the next day at Callinifus or Callinicum* where he ftopt the 
twenty-feventh to celebrate the feaft of the mother of the 
gods. The day following, he proceeded on his march, and 
encamped that night in the fields near the Euphrates ; where 
he was met by his fleet, confifting of feven hundred ga;; cs 
and four hundred {hips of burden, commanded by count 
Lucillianus and the tribune Conjlantianus From Callini- 
cum he proceeded to Cercujium, called alfo Circejium* fituatcd 
at the conflux of the Abora and the Euphrates* and reckoned 
one of the ftrongeft places in Mefopotamia* having been for- 
tified by DiocUfian* to prevent the fudden irruptions of the 
Perftam* who, in his reign, had even furprifed Antioch. At 
this place Julian palled the Abora with his whole army, and 
then ordered the bridge to be broken down, that his foldiers 
might not be tempted to defert, feeing they could not return 
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home* From Cercujium he advanced to Zaitka y where the 
tomb of the emperor Gordlan was ftiiJ to be fecn. On the 
ftventh of Aprils a foldier and two horlcs were liruck dead 
by a flaih of lightning ; and a lion of an cxtraordinaiy fize, 
prefenung himfelr to the army, was difpatched in a moment 
by the loidiers with a fhower of darts. TYefe omens occaii- 
oned great difpuces becween the philofophers and the arufpices, 
the latter looking upon them as inaufpicious, and auvifing the 
emperor not to proceed on his intended expedition, and the 
former refuting their arguments with others more agreeable 
to Julian's temper ] . The emperor, after having pafitd the ^ eu ttrt 
Abora* which parted the Roman and Perjian dominions, p^-fjaa 
encouraged his men with a proper fpeech to revenge j om i n i ons . 
the many injuries and affronts, which of late years had been 
offered oy the haughty enemy to the Roman emperors. When 
he had ended his fpeech, he ordered large fums to he diftri:?ur- 
ed among them, a hundred and thirty pieces of filver a man, 
fays Ammianus . He then proceeded on hit; march with :he 
greatelr order and precaution imaginable, Ntvitta kd the 
right wing along the Euphrates ; Arintheui and Hcr?nifda 
were in the left, with fome troops of horfe ; Julian him 1 elf 
commanded in the centre, and the rear was brought up Uy 
Dag«laiphi4S % Pittar^ and Sccundinus : a body of fifteen 
hundred horfe was appointed to Icour the country for intelli- 
gence, and to prevent any furptife. To ft ike the greater 
terror into the enemy, he oruered his ranks to be widened ; 
by which means the army took up about ten miles, and ap- 
peared at a diftance far more numerous than it really was ,n . 
Having pa fled the Abora^ he entered A/}ria 9 fays Ammianus ; 
but, according to Libanius, he croffed vait deferts before he 
reached that province, which he found very populous, and 
abounding with all nece/Tiries of life; but he laid it wafts fir fj t , / avs 
and near, fetring fire to the magazines, and deftroying the ivaftc Af- 
provifions, which he could not carry with hirn n . By that fyria. 
means he put it out of his power, which was judged very 
impolitic, to take the fame route on his return. Six or feven 
days after he had pafTed the Abora, he came to a fort cahed 
Annathan % which capitulated upon the firft fummons ; where- 
upon Julian preferred the officer who commanded there, by 
name Pufeus* to the rank of a tribune. He ever after ferved the 
Romans with great fidelity, and was in the end created duke of 
Egypt*. Here was found a Roman foldier, who falling nek 
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when Galerius invaded Perfia fixty-fix years before, had been 
left in the enemy's country. Upon his recovery, he lifted 
himfelf among the Perfian troops, being then in the flower 
of his age, and had ferved with great reputation. When he 
was brought to Julian, he a flu red him, that he had been often 
foretold, he fhould live till he was near an hundred years old, 
and be buried at laft in the Roman territories. Ammianus 
fuppofes the place to have been by him betrayed to the Ro- 
He reduces mans*. Julian burnt all the places he found abandoned by 
federal the inhabitants j but left feveral ftrong-holds behind him, with- 
towns and ou t attempting to reduce them, upon their promising to fub- 

niit, when he had made himfelf matter of the reft of the coun- 
kolds. U y q# After the army had repaffed the Euphrates, at a place 

called Baraxmalcha, Hot ml f da would have fallen into an am- 
bufcade laid for him by the enemy, had he not been luckily 
prevented by a canal, which he could not pafs, from advan- 
cing to the place, where a body of Perfians lay in wait for him, 
under the conduct of Surena r . After this, Julian parted 
with great difficulty an arm of the Euphrates, which was 
fwclled to an unufual height by the melting of the fnow, and 
laid fiege to Berfabora or Pyrifabora y next to Cteftphon the 
ftrongeft place in AJfyria^ being fortified with a double wall 
and a citadel, and defended by a numerous garifon. But 
Julian furmounting all difficulties, reduced it in two days 
time, in fpitc: of the moft vigorous refiftance he met with, 
both from the garifon and the inhabitants, who fought to the 
laft like men in defpair. He found in the place great ftore of 
provifions, and dill ribiited among his foldiers, who began to 
mutiny, an hundred pieces of filver a head, having with 
much-ado prevailed upon them to be fatisficd with that fum r . 
Having thus pacified the army, and fet fire to the town, he 
purfued his inarch, and entered a country, which the 
enemy, foreleeing he would pafs that way, had laid under 
waterj but the foldiers animated by the example of their 
leader, waded through it with great refolution, and arriving 
at Mnioxamalcha, a place of great ftrength, which refufed to 
fubmit, they drew a double line round it, battering the walls 
riight and day without intermiflion j but the befieged obfti- 
nately held out, till the Romans* by the means of a mine, got 
into the city, while the Per/tans were bufied in defending 
the walls, jlmmianus^ who was at this fiege, calls Maioxa- 
malcha a great and populous city j and his authority is of 
more weight with us than that of Libanius or Xofimus, who 
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fuppofe it to have been only a caftle near a large and po- 
pulous city named Befuchis 1 . Julian^ incenfed againft the 
governor for not Surrendering the place at the time agreed on, 
and for calling Hormifda a traitor, ordered him to be burnt 
alive, and gave up the city to be plundered by the foldiers. 
As the army was now within feven miles of Ctefiphon^ and 
Vi&or^ who had vifited all the roads, a flu red them they had 
nothing to apprehend, they advanced to a city, which had been He ad van* 
formerly ruined, fays Ammianus^ by a Roman emperor, mean- cesto Cce- 
ing, according to fome, Se/eucia 9 ruined by Lucius Verus> and, fiphon. 
according to others, Sabata, about three miles from Ctcji- 
phen the great metropolis of the Perfian empire u . From this 
place they advanced to a fort, which was taken by affault, af- 
ter a fhort, but vigorous, refiftance, Julian himfelf having 
narrowly efcaped being killed by a (bower of arrows difcharg- 
ed againft him, as he was viewing the walls too near w. 
Having razed the fort, he allowed his army fome time 
to refrefh themfelves; and then, caufing the canal to be 
cleanfed, which had been formerly dug by Trajan between the 
Euphrates and the Tigris^ he conveyed by that means his fleet 
from the former to the latter river. After this, he led his 
army to Coche 9 a place of great ftrength, ftanding on the 
Tigris over-againft Ctefiphon ; but we are not told that he at- 
tacked it. All we know is, that he pafled the river with no p uts fa 
lefs raflinefs than courage, in fpite of the utmoft efforts of the Perfians /# 
enemy, encamped on the oppoilte bank, whom he obliged flight* and 
to retire, and flicker themfelves within the walls of Ctefiphon. pajjes the 
Some of the Romans purfued them to the very gates of the Tigris, 
city, which they would have entered with the enemy, had 
not Viftor prudently reftrained them. The Perfians loft on 
this occasion, according to fome, two thou fand five hundred, 
according to others, fix tboufand, men, and the Romans only 
feventy or feven ty-five. Only part of the Roman army paf- 
fed the Tigris that day, and made themfelves mafters of the 
Perfian camp. The reft followed the next day, and Julian 
himfelf, with his guards, three days after*. Julian conti- 
nued fome days encamped before Ctefiphon ; but not daring 
to attack it through fear of being repulfed with (hame, as it 
was very ftrong, well ftored with provifions, and defended 
by a very numerous garifon, he contented himfelf with fend- 
ing Arintheus to lay wafte the neighbouring country y . In 
the mean time, the king of Perjia was affcmbling, on the 
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moft diftant confines of his kingdom, a formidable army, 
with a dcfigti to fall upon Julian in his retreat- However, 
he fent deputies to propofe terms for an accommodation, 
being defirous to put an end to (o deftrucUve a war. Thefe 
applied to Hormifda* as their countryman and their king's 
brother, who immediately flew to the emperor with the a- 
greea-bie tidings, as he imagined \ but Julian* inftead of 
He rejefis hearkening to the propofals, ordered Hormifda privately to 
propofais <2/j J fm j f 3 the embafladors, and give out, that they were only 

fjme of his old friends come to fee him ; for he apprehended, 
that both the f ddiers and officers would have disapproved of 
his purfuing fo dangerous and troublefome a war, when a 
peace mi^iu have been concluded upon honourable and ad- 
vantageous terms. The embafladors being difmifled, Julian* 
contrary to the advice of his officers, refolved to advance 
farther into Pcrfia \ but the army had no fooner fet out on 
He turns their march, than, changing his mind, he began to think it 
backwi'b more aJvifeable to turn back, not by the way he came, the 
out making c >unt/y on that fide being laid wafte, but to take his route 
any at- along the banks or th.* Tig is ; which he did accordingly, 
tempt upon without fo much as attempting to reduce Ctejiphon, though 
Ctefiphon ^ e nac j j a j n f ev eral days before it. He marched fome time 

along the Tigris , which he had on his left, being conducted 
by guides xveli acquainted with the country $ but who in the 
end betrayed him : for, as they were natives of Perfia y they 
perfu~ded him to quit the river, and take a quite different 
route, notwithftanding the remonftrances of Harmifda* and 
all the officers of the army ; who, looking upon the guides 
as perfons fent by the enemy on purpofe to lead them into 
fome fnare, did all that Jay in their power to divert Julian 
Deceived from following their advice ; but he, rcpofing in them an 
bv treacbe in tire confidence, refolved not only to leave the Tigris , but 
row guides, t0 b urn hj s fl CL -t, left the enemy fhould become matters of it. 
he hn- ns fills refulution dldrmed the whole army,, but was neverthe- 
ha fljet, j c f s p UC immediately in execution, only twelve fm all veflek 

being fpareJ, which were to be conveyed over land in wag- 
gon:-.,, to make bridges, if there fhould be occaiion. When 
the fleet was fir ft fit on fire, the army began to mutiny, 
and cry out with one voice, That the emperor was betrayed % 
that the pretended guides were real traitors* fent by the enemy 
on purpoje to Lad them to de/lruftion. Julian*, to appeafe the 
foldiery, ordeied the guides to be put to the rack, when they 
owned them (elves to be what rhey really were,confefling, that, 
in advifihg him to burn the fleet, they had no other defign but 
to ruin him and the army. Hereupon great care was taken 
to extinguiih the fire, and favc the Slips ; but the flames* 

could 
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could by no means be overcome, till the whole fleet, except 
the above-mentioned twelve veflels, was reduced to alhes * # 
After this, Julian purfued his march through a country* 
fays Ammianus, very fruitful in itfelf, but ravaged and laid 
wafte by the enemy ; infomuch, that the Remans were re- 
duced to the laft extremity for want of provifions, and at 
the fame time hat railed without intermiiEon by ftrong parties, 
who, in a manner furrounding them, attacked them fomc- 
times in the fi unt, and fometimes in the rear. Juu'an, not j s re J U eed 
knowing what route to take in a ftrange country, and find- to great 
ing his army quite difpirtted, fu mm one d a council of all the firaigots. 
chief officers of the army, when, after many conful rations, 
they refolved u> march towards Corduene^ which lay fouth of* 
Armenia , and belonged to the Romans. Purfuant to this re- 
futation, they fet forward on the fixteenth of June \ but had 
not marched far, when they difcovered at fome diftancc a 
very numerous armv advancing in fuh march again ft them. 
This was the Per/tan army, commanded by the king in 
perfon, attended by two of his fons, and all the nobility of 
the kingdom. The Romans thought it advifeablc to return 
to their camp, where they were, in a manner, befieged the 
next day by the numerous troops of the enemy. Several ikir- 
mifhes happened on that and the ten following days, in 
which the Perftans were conftantiy put to fli<;h:. In a iharp 
encounter on the twenty-fceond of June, aimoft the whole 
Per/tan army engaged ; but were, alter a very vigorous re- p ^ 
fiftance, put to the rout with great fiaughter. Tlie Romans p cr ^ ans fg 
remained mafters of the field 3 but found little futisfa&ion in Sfofa 
a victory which could not relieve their wants in a ftrange 
country, where no provifions were to be had, the corn, But diC- 
jrrafs, and every thing elfe, being burnt up by the enemy, t reflet for 
Julian himfelf laboured under the greateft perplexity and un- 'want of 
eafinefs imaginable, finding the Perftans were relolved to provifions. 
oppofe his march, and attempt all means to diftiefs him, 
without ever coming to a general engagement. At length, 
the night preceding the twenty-fixth of June + as he rofe, ac- 
cording to his cuftom, about midnight, and was buficd irr 
his tent in reading or writing, he beheld all on a fudden be- 
fore him, with a countenance full of forrow, the fpedtre rc- 
prcfenting the genius of the empire, which had appeared to 
him, as we have related elfewherc, upon his being declared 
emperor. He was fome what terrified at this unexpected 
fight, and at other omens which happened at the fame time, 
and were looked upon by the arufpices as portending fome 
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great misfortune, if he fhouid undertake any thing that day.' 
But Julian defpifing, contrary to his cuftom, the predictions 
of his foothfayers, as foon as it was day, ordered his army 
to decamp, being probably no longer able to fubfift in the 
fame place. On his march he was attacked on al) fides by 
the enemy, who, after they had difcharged their arrows,' 
wiiicii never failed doing great execution, retired, without 
giving him an opportunity of revenging the death of thofe 
who fell. In one of thefe fudden onfets, the emperor flatten- 
ing, without his armour, to repulfe the enemy, was mor- 
tally wounded by a dart, which, through his arm and fide, 
pierced his very liver. Thofe who were about hirri con- 
cluding, from his finking down upon the neck of his horfe, 
that he was wounded, conveyed him with all fpeed upon a 
large ibield to his tent, where Oribafus, a celebrated phy- 
fician, and his intimate friend, attempted in vain to fave him, 
applying the beft remedies his art and (kill could fuggeft. 
However, as the pain began to abate, he called for his 
arms and horfe, being defirous to animate his men with 
his pre fence ; but his ftrcngth not anfwering his courage, as 
he was greatly weakened by the lofs of blood, he was forced 
to continue in his tent, while his men, filled with rage, and 
breathing revenge, made a dreadful havock of the enemy, 
till night put an end to the (laughter. Fifty Pirfian lords of 
great diftindtion were killed, and an incredible number of 
otlier officers and common foldiers. The Romans loft Ana- 
iolius 9 who was magi/ier officiorum y and generally efteemed 
an officer of great (kill and experience. The prefect Saluji 
was with mu di-ado faved by his apparitors ; but Pbofphorius^ 
his vicar, was (lain, with many others in the right wing, 
where the emperor commanded. While the fight continued, 
Julian lay languishing in his tent; and being apprifed that 
his end approached, he addrefTed thofe about him, who feem- 
ed greatly dejected and concerned, in the following terms : 
i am now, my fellow foldiers, called upon to pay the laft 
debt of nature, which I do with a willing and chearful 
mind, being taught by philofophy, that the ftate of the 
foul is infinitely more happy than that of the body. Upon 
this confideration,I embrace death as the greateft blefling : 
it exempts me from the many dangers to which my virtue 
and reputation were daily expofed. I have lived, firft ill 
a private, and afterwards in an exalted, ftate, and have 
fo behaved in both, as not to be confeious to myfelf of 
any action, that gives me at prefent the leaft remorfe. I 
haveftudied to govern with moderation, and being well ap- 
prifed, that the end of all govirnmeAC it the happinefs of 
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« the people, I have, both in peace and war, endeavoured, 
«« as far as in me lay, to render them happy. I have great 
** reafon to thank Divine Providence, for not having* fuffered 
" me to fall by the hand of confpirators ; to languifti under 
*« a long and troublefome difeafe; or to die like a criminal, 
* 4 as many innocent and deferving perfons have done. I 
« fubmit with joy to the eternal and immutable decrees of 
" the gods, though in the bloom of my age, being fenfible, 
«« that he who is fond of life, when he ought to die, is as 
f great a coward, as he who defires to die when he ought to 
«« live. As for my fucccflbr, I decline naming any, left, 
** through ignorance, I fliould pafs by a worthy perfon, 
f « or, by naming one equal to| fo great a truft, expofe him to 
*« thofe dangers, which would inevitably attend his promo* 
«« tipn, if it were not univerfally approved of. 1 therefore 
*« leave the chpice to the commonwealth, and, like a duti- 
* c ful fbn, wifb her a worthy governor to fucceed me." 
Having thus fpoken, he difpofed of his private eft ate, dividing 
it amongft his relations and friends \ and not feeing Anat alius j 
inquired after hini. Salufi the prefect told him he was happy, 
meaning he was dead, according to the expreflion then in ufe 5 
which feemed greatly to affe£t him ; but turning immediately 
to the philofophers Afaximus and Prifcus* he began to difcourfe 
with them concerning the nature of the foul : then, calling 
for a glads of cold water, he drank it, and having exprefled 
his defire of being interred at Tarjus in CUicia y he expired 
on the twenty- fixth of June, a little before midnight. He Julian 
died in the thirty- fecond year of his age, after having 
reigned feven years and fix months, from the time he 
}iad been created Ca/ar ; about three years fince he had 
taken the title of Augujlus, and only twenty months, not quite 
complete, fince by the death of Conjlantius, he became peace* 
able pofleflbr of the whole empire. Thus is his death related 
by Ammianus Marcellinus* who (erved under him in this 
very expedition, and was an eye-wjtnefs of what he wrote K 
Theodoret tells us, that Julian^ when he was firft wounded, 
filled his hand with blood ifluing from the wound, and threw 
it up into the air, crying out, Thou heji conquered, O Ga- 
lilean b . The fame thing is related by Sozo/nen, who is of 
opinion, that our Saviour, whom he intended to infult and 
blafpheme with the name of Galilean^ appeared to him when he 
received his wound*. But thefe as well as other chriftian wri- 
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fere, have been led, by their averfion to an apoftate from the 

faith, and a perfecutor of the church, to bclkve and rciare 
many things concerning him, which were unknown to the pa- 
gans, and have ail the appearance of fables. Libanius writes, 
that, at the time of his death, a dreadful earthquake hap- 
pened in Pale/line* which intireJy ruined feveral cities d. His 
body was conveyed by Procopius from Mefopotamia to Tarfus 
iij Ctlicia^ where it was interred with the ufual foiemnity * ; 
but after wards transferred from thence, according to Zo- 
na* as? and Cedrenus s 9 to Conftantirtople, and d e p o i i t ed w i ch 
that of Jovian his fucceflbr, in the porch of the church of 
the ApoJIUs. This tranflation muft have happened after the 
fifth century, fmce Zoftmus has not mentioned it. As for 
ffh cba* tne character of Julian*, he was, without all doubt, endow- 
racier- e< * w * tn extraordinary parts, a great lover of learned men, 

and himfelf well verfed in moft branches of literature h . Am- 
mianus greatly extols his moderation and the mildnefs of his 
temper, no iefs oppofite to that of his brother Gallus, than 
the temper of Ti'tus was to that of Dtmitian He could 
never endure the title of dominus or lor J, though common 
to all princes ever fince the time of Dioclefian^ and had even 
fome thoughts of quitting the diadem, which, for many 
years, had been looked upon as one of the badges of the 
fovcreign power k. He made it his chief ftudy to eafe the 
people, ieffeuing the taxes throughout the empire, and ex- 
acting no more than was abfolutely necefiarv for the defence 
and fupport of the ftate K All the cities ufed, purfuant to 
an antient cuftom, to prefent the new prince with crowns 
of gold, fome of which weighed a thoufand, and fome two 
thoufand, ounces, and upwards $ but Julian enacted a law, 
forbidding any city, however rich or populous, to offer a 
crown weighing above feventy ounces. He would not fuffer 
his officers or minifters to receive prefents from the people, upon 
any confide ration whatfocver ; nor the foldiers to injure in 
the leaft the fu' jefls or allies of the empire, through whofe 
countries they marched l \ Libanius fpeaks much at length of 
the extraordinary care he took in regulating the public carri- 
ages, in chufing worthy magiflratcs, in clearing the high- ways 
of robbers, and in relieving feveral cities, reduced by heavy 
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taxes to a mo ft miserable condition °. His bed, fays Jlfamer- 
tinusy was as pure and chafte as that of a veftul virgin 0 ; 
and Ammianus 9 that he was an utter ft ranger to all unlawful 
plea fu res, and a declared enemy tolewdnefs and debauchery F . 
He was generous, adds the fame author, valiant, fincere in 
his friend/hip, and kind to all, efpecially to fuch as were in 
diftrefs, and moft wanted his afliftance Prudentius fpeaks 
of him as a prince who deferved well of the empire, both as 
a general and a law-giver r . He was not, however, even in the 
opinion of his admirers, without fome faults. Ammianus 
owns him to have been of a fickle and changeable temper, 
ambitious beyond meafure of popular applaufe, elated with the 
late fuccefs, and talkative to fuch a degree, that his tongue 
never lay ftill r . The fame writer accufes him of cruelty and 
ingratitude, in condemning Urfula* to whom he owed the 
greateft obligations 5 and Libanius y though highly prejudiced 
in his favour, cannot help allowing him to have been fuper- 
flitiou* to excefs, inconliderate on many occafions, and too 
much addicted to his own fentimcnts c . Ammianus blames 
the cenforious temper, which he betrayed in a manner un- 
worthy of a philofopher, and below the dignity of a prince, 
in his mifopogon, and his Cafars, not fparing even the excel- 
lent emperor M. Aurelius. The pagan writers themfelves, 
namely Eutropius u 9 'Tbcmi/tius w, and Ammianus Marcellinus* y 
own, that his conduct towards the chriftians was repugnant 
to the laws of humanity, and deferved to be buried in oblivion ; 
which is more than a chriftian writer of our days fecms willing 
to allow. As for the chriftian writers of antient times, 
they reprefent "Julian as one inclined to^ and guilty of, the 
moft enormous crimes ; but craftily difguifing them v/ith a 
fulfe (how of the oppofite virtacs. In thele colours the 
reader will find his portrait drawn by Socrates in his ecclcfia- 
ilic hiftory 7 , and by Gregory Kti?-ian%en in the oration he 
wrote a lew days after yulitufs death a . Kut whether the 
pagans were quite unbiaffed by favour, and the chriftians by 
prejudice, is what we fubmit to the judgment of the reader. 
We will not Lake upon us to queftion the truth of what the 
panegyrifts and admirers of Julian have written concerning 
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his other virtues ; but, as to his chaftity, we are not fully 
convinced, that it deferved thofe mighty encomiums, which 

Mamertinus a , Libanius *>, and Ammianus Marcellinus «, 
have been pleafed to beftow upon it ; for on one fide it is cer- 
tain, that by Helena , his only wife, he had but one fon, whom 
the midwife, bribed by the emprefs Eufebia 9 deftroyed as foon 
as born d . On the other fide, Julian himfeif, in a letter which 
he wrote in 363, that is, three years after the death of Hele- 
na* mentions his children, and the perfon who was charged 
with the care of their education e . Codin likewife, in his an- 
tiquities of Conftantinople, takes notice of feveral flatues 
eredted to Julian*, and his children f . His bed therefore, to ufe 
the exprcflion of Mamertinus g , was not perhaps quite fo pure 
and undefiled as that of a veftal virgin. The great Chryfoftom 
defer ibes the court of Julian , while he reiided at Conftanti- 
nopUy crouded with arufpices, aftrologers, magicians, young 
debauchees, and public proftitutes. The latter, «t lcaft, 
were not proper attendants for one, who pretended to rival 
the purity of the veftals. But we will not lay any ftrefs on 
the teftimony of a chriftian, and confequently, as may be ob- 
jected, a prejudiced writer, though he folemnly declares, that 
he himfeif, and ail the inhabitants of Conftantinople* to whom 
he appeals, were cye-witneffes of what he advances h . As 
for Julian's fo much boaftcd moderation, Ammianus himfeif 
acknowledges, that it was fometimes owing more to policy, 
than to the natural mildnefs of his temper 1 . Libanius charges 
him with want of judgment in the choice of minifters, and 
of due care in watching their conduct 5 whence fome of 
them, concludes that writer, brought no fmall difgrace upon 
his government k . Libanius writes, that Julian was appris- 
ed of, but winked at, their faults, (hat he might not feetn 
inconftant in his friendfhip { . Ammianus owns, that his 
court was not quite free from bribery and corruption In 
what related to tie Divinity, fays the fame writer, he was 
rather fopcrftitious than religious, Sacrificing daily innume- 
rable viftims procure J at a vaft expence ; which proved very 
burdenfome to the fratL*, and at the fame time highly pre- 
judicial to the military difcipline, the foldicrs, with whom 
he fcalicd on the yidlims, returning almoft every day drunk to 
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their quarters n . Had he returned victorious from his P/r- 
Jian expedition, continues the fame writer, he would fcarce 
have left a bullock alive in the whole empire o. We 
need not therefore recur to the teftimony of the chriftian 
writers, to (hew, that the many virtues afcribed to him by 
the pagans, were not without the allay of fcveral vices 
and imperfections. In Jhorr, he did not perhaps deferve 
the bitter reproaches with which he was traduced as the 
worft of princes by the chriftians, nor the mighty encomiums 
bellowed upon him as the bed of princes by the pagans. 

The news of his death was received with inexpreffible joy 
by the chriftians, and with the deepeft concern by the pagans. 
The meffenger who brought it to Carrha* was either ftoned 
to death by the populace or with much-ado efcaped the 
fury of the enraged multitude x . • Several cities placed the 
image of the deceafed prince amongft thofe of their gods, and 
paid it the fame honours. Lt bantu tranfported with 
grief when he firft heard of his death, determined to lay vi- 
olent hands on himfelf, not caring to outlive him ; but, upon 
fecond thoughts, he changed his mind, and chofe to live, that 
he might have the fatisfa&ion, as he himfelf tells us, of com- 
piling his funeral oration. He wrote two difcourfes on this 
occaiion, the one to exprefs his own grief f 9 the other to fet 
forth the praifes of Julian ». From the latter, which con- 
tains the whole hiftory of Julian's life, and from the two o- 
rations written much about the fame time, and on the fame 
fubjefl, by Gregory Naxianzen 9 an impartial reader will con- 
clude, that both writers were ftrangely biaffed and prejudiced, 
the one in- his favour, the other againft him. Julian not only 
renounced the chriftian religion, whence he was furnamed the 
Apoftate 9 but betrayed a mortal hatred to thofe who pro fefled 
it, traducing them with the name of Galilean j, as he impiouf- 
ly fry led our Saviour the Galilean, debarring them from all 
honours and employments, both civil and military, and pro- 
hibiting them cither to teach or learn the feiences, which to 
Ammianus himfelf fee med i neon fiftent with the laws of huma- 
nity a . But we refer our readers to the ccclefiaftic writers 
for a niore particular account of the perfecution he railed a- 
gainft the church, and of his wild attempt to reftore Judaifm* 
and rebuild the temple of Jerufalem 9 which is faid, by Amrni- 
anus and others, to have been miraculoufly defeated by balls 

n Ammian, 1. xxv. p. 294. « Idem, I. xxiL p. w Zos. 

I, iii. p. 733. * Lis, or. xii. p. 330. * Lib. or. 
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of fire ifluing out of the earth, and deftroying both the work 
and the workmen. Of the ieyeral writers who fiourifh- 
cd un !cr Julian the reader will find a fuccincl account in 
note (J). 

(J) Jmmianus Marcellimts* in his hiftory of the emperors, gives 
us a more particular account of Julian** reign, than any other 
writer A; he was a pagan, he be tows great encomiums upon a 
prince, who did all thar lay in Irs power o reftore pagan ifm. How- 
e\er, he was not fo prejudiced in his favour, as not to blame in hixa 
what he thought blame- worthy. Eunapius, a moft zealous fiickJer 
for che antient religion of the Romans, that is, for idolatry, often 
men;ions. and highly commends, Julian in his hiftory of the fo- 
phifts. He had written the hiftory of his reign in feveral books 
(i ) ; but whether that was a different work from his general hifto- 
ry of th * emp«rors, is what we are no where told But of dnt- 
mianus Marcellinus and Eunapius we (hall fpeak at the end of the 
reign of VaUns. Caltijius, one of Julian 's officers, wrote in vcrfe, 
according to Socrates (2), the hiftory of that prince ; but his work 
has not reached our times. Vojfius tells us, that Callifius attended 
Julian in his Perfian expedition (3), which mud be a conjecture of 
his own ; for we find no fuch thing in Socrates, the only writer 
who mentions him. Julian himfelf deferves to be ranked among 
the writers of his life ; for he wrote the hiftory of his wars in 
Gaul '4), which has been long fince loft ; and gives us an account 
of the moft remarkable paffages of his life in his Mifopogon, in his 
letter to the Athenians (of which two pieces we have fpoken a- 
bove), and in the writings which he publifhed in the year 362, 
the one upon Cybele % the other againft a Cynic philofophtr, (5). 
He wrote another difcourfe againft the Cynics ; particularly againft 
one HeracJius or Heraclitus (6). From that piece it appears, that 
he was ftrangely importuned by thofe phiiofophers, and that he en- 
tertained no better opinion of them, than of the chriftian monks, 
to whom he compares them. His difcourfe to Tbemijlius is, pro- 
perly (peaking, a letter, in which he anfwers that phiiofopher, 
who had written to him from ConJlantin9ple % magnifying the hopes 
and expectation of the people, in feeing one raifed to ihe empire, 
who profefled the ftudy of philofophy. Julian tells him in hrs 
anfwer, that when he reflects on the duties incumbent on a prince, 
and the great difficulty of difcharging them weil, the mighty hopes 
that the world entertained of him, ferved rather to difhearren 
tnan encourage him (7). This is the whole fubjeel of the letter, 
which feems to have been written foon after Julian was raifed to 
the dignity of Carfar. In the nianufcript copy of this letter are fe- 

1 

(O. Eunnp. c. 5.^, 76, 77. (2 N , £ocr. I. Hi c. 21 p. 19$. (3) 
Vojf. bifl. C/'scc. I. iv. c. J 8. f 4. 8 5. (4) Lib. or. <v. p. 17S. 

{$)Juii&n. or. %'ii. p. 3 b2. Suid. £.1248. (6 N Julian- 

p. 716 — 718. (7) Julian. a4 [bemijl. p. 490, &V» 
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veral pafTage?, which fcem quite foreign to the purpofe, and are 
thought by fome to be fragments of a treatife, containing feveral 
inductions, addreJIed to a pagan pontiff, concerning the duties 
of his office (8). Petavius is of opinion, that they were addreffl-d 
to Arfaces, pontiff of Galatia, to whom Julian wrote his forty ninth 
letter (9). But the moll famous of all Julian s works is chat in- 
titled Tbe Citrfan, which in reality is a fatire on ail the emperors 
from Julius Caefar to Confiantine, and his children. It begins with 

a kind of Dialogue (10). From the injurious and abuflve manner 
he {peaks of Conjlantine, \vc may conclude, that he wrote it after 
the death of Can pant ius, or at leaii afrer he had openly declared a- 
ainft hirh. Socrates afcribea to a vanity, unworthy of a prince, 
is thus ridiculing ajl his predeceflbrs, without f paring even M Ah* 
relius (n\ whom lie had propofed to himfelf for his pattern ;i 2). 
VoJJius a flu res 115(13), thar, in the antient copies, this work is 
fly led Saturnalia, and the h ait quel* a title which we! I fuirs it ; for c 
was written during the Saturnalia, or the feafb of Saturn, that is, 
about the end of December, in 361, or 362 ; and Julian, in tiie 
work, introduces Romulus entertaining the gods at a banquet in the? 
time of the Saturnalia (l4\ But Suidas fuppofes the Oefars and 
the Saturnalia to be two different works, and quotes fome things 
out of the latter, which are not to be found in the former (1^. 
Julia * h i m fe ! f fpe a k s of his Saturnalia as addreiTcd to Salufi 16), 
which cannot be faid cf his Car/ars. He quotes the former work 
in a difcourfe, which he wrote on the fun, and likewife inferibed 
to Salufi % This piece he compofed in three nights, perhaps about 
the twenty-fifth of December, when the pagans celebrated the re.ilfc 
of the fun ; for Julian honoured that luminary a* his chief deity 
(17). SuUas afcribes two other works to him, the one on the three 
figures, which he does not e;:p!ain, and the other on the origin cf 
evils ; but both thefe works, as well as that which he wrote again ft 
the chriftians, have been long fince loll. He wrote feveral letters, 
of which fixty-four have readied our times, not counJng thofe 
which, by reafon of their length, have been ranked among his dii- 
courfes. Libaniut, who pretends to have brought the epistolary 
ftyle to its greatcft perfection, (hares that glory with Julian, the 
elegance of whofe letters he greatly commends and admires 
Under Julian flour ifhed r rorre'es, a chriilian fophill, highly ef- 
teemed for his learning and eloquence. Runapius, who was his 
dtfciple, gives us the following account of him : Pie w:a» a native 
of Armenia , dcl'cvndud of a noble family, but reduced to poverty; 
exceeding weil fiiaped, though of a gigantic ll.it ure, and refem- 
bling a coioffus (. * 9 He le.lt his native country when very youn^, 

(8) Idtm % frag, f (9) Julian ep ,\//>. p 20.1. (10) //,•.•//, 

C/ff p. 3 - 7. 1 1 ( >ocr.l,iii c 1 If 23. p 1 '.,9, 1 <),«>. ir) 
Julian. adThemlfi. />. \\t?. (13} /'of. 'biji <?.vrc. / ii c rl. 

f> 250. (\ \.) Julian. C.r/1 p - — - .15) \ i * 1 \ 

(16) Julian, ibid p. -03. & cr /••• p. jrj (?; lA/.v. fir :V p. 

29 J, Zrjz, J o) Lib. or, f i j t , 1 '.)&.;?'* c I . p. l^i. 
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and ftudied firft at Antfoch under one Ulpianus, and afterwards at 
Athens ; where he was difciple to one Julian , who, in dying, be* 
queathed him his houfe. He likewife fucceeded Julian in his em* 
ploy men r, and taught eloquence with fuch reputation and ap- 
plaufc, that the other profeflbrs, jealous of his great credit, pre- 
vailed upon the proconful to banifb him from Athens (20) ; bat he 
was foon recalled by the emperor's order, and reftored to his for- 
mer employment. All thofe who came from Pontus, and the o- 
ther pares of AJta Minor, or from Egypt and Libya, ftudied under 
him '21). Among thefe we may reckon the great Bafil, and Gre- 
gory Naszianzen ; for they came from Cafpadocia to ftudy eloquence 
a: Athens while he taught there. He was afterwards invited into 
Gaul by Conftans, who received him with extraordinary marks of 
eileem, perhaps becaufe he paffed for a chriftian, fays Eunapius 
(22) ; but St. Jerom affures us, that he was truly a chriftian (23), 
Suidas confounded Conflantine with Conftans, when he wrote, that 
Conflantine paid him great honours (24). The Gauls, fays Euna- 
pius, who were no judges of his genius, nor capable of relifhing 
his eloquent fpecches, admired his ftature and mien, and, above 
all, his patience in bearing the cold of their country, though he 
ufed no fhoes, and was only defended againft the inclemency of 
that climate by a thin cloak (25). He was afterwards fent by 
Conftans to Rome, where the (enate caufed a itatue to be creeled to 
him, with this inferipcion, Rome, the queen of cities, to the king of 
eloquence. When he left Rome, about the year 349, to return to 
Athens, Confians beftowed great revenues upon him, with the hono- 
rary tide of general of the Roman armies. The Romans, upon 
his departure, begged him to fend one of his difciples to teach e- 
loquence at Rome. He complied with their requeft, and fent them 
one Eufebhts, a native of Alexandria ; a per fori fit to live at Rome, 
fays Eunapius, becaufe well verfed in the art of flattery {26). Ju- 
lian, who had no doubt, been acquainted with Protrefes at Athens, 
wrote a very kind and obliging letter to him, which is itill extant 
(27;. When that prince publifhed the famous edict, forbidding 
all chriltians to learn or teach the faiences, he excepted Proerefes ; 
but he, fcorning to accept the favour, refigned of his own accord 
his profeflbrJhip ; which greatly provoked Julian, who, out of 
pique to Prccrefas, heaped great honours upon Libanius (28). The 
generoiu conduct of Proerefes, on thi* ocean* on, makes us qucliion 
ti\'2 truth of what we read of liim in Euuapius % <uisz that he had 
recoitrfe to the pontiff of EUufinc, to know whether Julian was to 
reign long ; and that, being allured his reign would prove fhorr, he 
tool; courage, and refoived not to renounce the chrillian religion 
(jy . E::tpius betrays, on all occafious, fuch an invererate ha- 
tred againll the chri'ii-n religion, that we cannot give credit to any 

(zo^ Jdem,c. 7. p. 96 — 101, (2i) Idem, p. 1 to, in. 

(22) Idtm,p. i^i, 122. (jj) flier, ad aim. 363. (2 + ) Skid. 

/• 59 6 - (->) P- 22Z > 223. (20) Idem, p. 25. (z;j 

Julian, ep. 2. p % i 16. (28, SrnJf. 596, (29) Eunap. c, 3. p. 126. 
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thing he writes on that head. After the death of Julian, P rot re - 
fit was, it teems, re -inflated in his profeflbrfhip, when Eunapius 
ftudied under him for the fpace of five year?, and then returned to 
Ljdia, his native country. He owns, that Proere/es inftrudted him 
with no lefs care than if he had been his own Ton. Proere/es died 
foon after, perhaps in 36s, being then about ninety- two years 
old ; for he was eighty-feven when Eunapius began to ftudy under 
him, in the end of 363, which was the firft of Jovian' s reign 
(30). He left no works behind him befides his declamations (31). 
Oribafus, a famous phyiician, was a native of Pergamus in Afia, ac- 
cording to Evnapius (32): of Sardis, according to Philoftorgius 

(33) and Suidms {34). He ftudied phyfic under Xeno of Cyprus ; to 
whom Julian wrote a letter, inviting him back to Alexandria, 
whence George, the famous Arian bifhop, had caufed him to be ba- 
nifhed(3$). When Julian was created Git far, he took Or ib afus 
with him into Gaul, and repofed fuch confidence in him, fays Eu- 
napius (36), as to make him privy to his greatcft fecrets, that is, 
to his idolatry ; for Oribafus was himfelf a pagan. The fame au- 
thor writes, that Oribafus was famous, not only for his fkiil in 
phyfic, but for his other extraordinary talents, which procured the 
expire to Julian (37) ; but explains himfelf no farther Oribafus, at 
the reqneft of Julian, abridged firft the works of Galen, and af- 
terwards thofe of all the moll able phyficians. Both thete works 
were inferibed to Julian, as appears from the prefaces, which 
have been tranfmitted to us by Pbotius (38.). Pbotius prefers the 
fecond work to the firft ; nay, and to all the books of phyfic which 
had been publifhed till his time. It confined of feventy books ; 
but only the firft fifteen, with the twenty-fourth and twenty-fifth, 
printed at Paris in 1555, have reached our times. Oribafus him- 
felf, by a fecond abridgment, reduced his feventy books to nine, 
which he addrefled to his fon Eiefa.'bius (39). The reader wilt 
find an abftraft of this work in Pbotius (40), who obferves, that 
they may prove very ufeful to thofe who are already acquaint- 
ed with phyfic, by refrefhing the memory of what they have 
learnt ; but may lead new beginners into great miftakes (41). OrU 
bafus wrote another abridgment of the fame nature in four books, 
which he inferibed to Eunapius, probably the author of the lives of 
the fophifts, at whofe requeft he had undertaken it (42). This work 
is ftili extant. To thefe Pbotius adds four other books of phyfic 
inferibed to one Eugenitu ; but fo like thofe nddrcfled to Eunapius, 
that he fufpedls them to be a fuppofuitious work (43). liefidcs the 
works we have already mentioned, Pbotius fuppoies Oribafus to 
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have publimed {even more on the fame Aibjelt (44). He would 
not have us to mind the ftyle of that writer, becaufe his works, 
fays he, are abftracls of different authors s and befides, elegancy 
of ftyle is what we murt not expect from a phyfkian (4$). Suidds 
fuppofes Oribafu! to have inferibed to Julian (event y- two books, 
and to have publ idled, betides four books on the doubts and difficul- 
ties of pbyficians* a work on royalty, and another on maladies (46). 
He adds, that Oriba/us was created by Julian quaeftor of the city 
of Conjlantmople ; an employment unknown to other writers. He 
attended Julian into Perfia* and did all that lay in his power to 
cure his wound, but without fuccefi. After the death of that 
prince, his patron and benefactor, he was Gripped of all his wealth, 
and banifhed to the countries of the barbarians 147), or abandon- 
ed, to ufe the expreflion of Ennapias, to the barbarians, who were 
mod noted for their cruelty (481. However, he was greatly 
refpected by them, and honoured by their princes, on account of 
the art he profeflfed. At length the Roman emperors recalled him, 
and reSored to him his eftate and all his effects (49). He gave fome 
eafe to Cbnfantbsst in his laft malady at Sardis ; but could not cure 
him (50 \ He was ftill living when Eunapius wrote the lives of 
the fophifts, that is, about the year 400. Among Julian z letters, 
there is one to him, written about the year 558 (51). Himeras % a 
celebrated fophift in Julian s time, wat a native of Bitbynia, and 
the fon of Aminiu$ % who taught rhetoric at Pru/a in the fame pro- 
vince (52 . Himeras and Procrefet* of whom we have fpoken 
tfhove, were at the fame time profeflbra of eloquence at Athens and 
rivals Pbotius fappofes him to have likewife taught at 

Corinth (54). Julian invited him afterwards to Conftantinople, and 
received him upon his arrival with extraordinary marks of friend (hip 
and efteem. He continued in court till the death of that prince, 
ar.d then returned to Athens (55). He lived to a great age, in 
which he loft his fight, and was befides afflicted with a leprofy. 
He left behind him feveral declamations, and other pieces of that 
nature (56% He was, as plainly appears from his writings, a pagan. 
Eunapius commends his ltyle($7), as does ' likewife Pbotius, who 
has tranfmirred to us abftracts of fome of his works ( 58). In the 
hi/lory of Julian "s reign, we have mentioned the philofophcr 
h?aximus % who firft inclined that prince to idolatry and the ftudy of 
mr.oic. • He was a native, either of Smyrna t as we read in Euna- 
pius (59} ; or of Ephefus, as A mm i anus wiil have it (60; ; and bro- 

^4.1" Idem, ibid (45) Idem, ibid. ( 4.6) Suid p. 329, 

(/•7 , Pvilofljrjr. I <vii. c. I 5. p. 105. Eunap c. 19. p. 

1 x.0. 49) Idem, p. 141, 142. (co) Idem, c. 21. p 160. 
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ther to the philofopher Claudianus, who taught at Alexandria, and 
to the fophift Nymphidianus 9 profeflbr of rhetoric at Smyrna, and 
afterward fecretary to Julian Maximus muft have been well verfed 
in polite learning, iince Julian fu omitted al! his compositions to his 
judgment (61 ) ; and Eunapius has placed his life among thofe of the 
fop hi lb, tho' he is commonly ftyled Maximus the philofopher. Julian 
invited him to court about the beginning of the year 362, where 
he behaved, as Eunapius himfelf owns (62), in a manner altogether 
unworthy of a philofopher. He returned to his native country, as 
appears from Julian's letters (62) for the recovery of his health ; 
but came again to court, and, together with Prifcus, attended Julian 
in h is Parthian expedition (6?>)- Thefe two were, w i t h o u t al 1 
doubt, in the number of thofe obftinate and ignorant phiJofophers, 
who, according to Amm'tanus, bore great fway at court, and puc 
the emperor upon that wild enterprife, againlt the fentimenrs of the 
officers of the army (64;. Hence, when news of Julian 's death 
was brought to Antioeh, the people, in the tran /ports of their joy, 
cried out, Thus are the predi&ions 0/ the falfe prophet Maximus ful- 
filled (65). Eunapius writes, that Jovian continued to honour 
Maximus, and the other philofophers, who had followed Julian 
(66). Be that as it will, they were treated in a very different man- 
ner by Valentinian and Salens, who hated all the friends of Julian ; 
and, above the reft, thefe two philofophers accufed, as they were 
adicled to the ftudy of magic, of having brought upon the princes 
the maladies with which they were both feized about the beginning 
of April in 364 (67). Pri/cus, however, was cleared ; but the 
foldiery and populace were, with much ado, retrained by Salujlius 
Secundus from tearing Maximus to pieces. Having efcaped the rage 
of the multitude, he was condemned to pay a greater fine than he 
was able to difcharge, and kept a cloie prifbner till the end of the 
year 365 (68) ; when, by the mediation of Themiftrus, who recom- 
mended him to Valens* in a fpeech pronounced before that prince, 
and by the intereft of Clear ehus, a zealous pagan, he was Cet atl iber- 
ty, and not only forgiven the fine, but reftored to his eilate, and dif- 
fered to come to ConJIantinople, where he was very well received (69)- 
But his happinefs was fhort lived ; for he was accufed, with feve- 
ral other philofophers, as a magician in 371, found guilty of 
magical practices ; and, being fentenced to death with the reft, 
was beheaded at Ephe/us the fame year (70 s . Suidas afcrrbes to 
Maximus, the matter of Julian the apoflate, feveral rhetorical and 
philosophical piece;, fome of which were addreffed to Julian him- 

(6n Julian efi. xvi. p. 131. (62^ Eunap. c. e. p. 77, 79. 
(62) Julian, ep. xv. xvi . xxxviii. (63) Eunap. c. p. 81 . Ammian. 
I. xxv. ^.291. ( 64 1 Ammian I. xxiii. p. 24;. (65) Tho- 
doretj. ill r. 22. p. 659. (66) Eunap. c. S2. (67) Zo/ t 
I iv. p. 734,73c. (62) Idew, p. 374.* Ammian I. xxvi./> 3 1 ^. 
Eunap. c. 5. p. 83. Themift. or. vii. p. too. (69^ Tbemijl. 'ibid, 
p. 99, 100. Eunap. p. 84—37. (70) Ammhm, I, xxix. p. 390. 
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on he orher hand. Socrates warns u* not to confound Maximus of 
Bvxantium, the farher or Euclid, with Maximus of Epbefus, who 

inJ iccd Julia?: to embrace rhe worlhip of the gods (72) C&ry* 
fanthu\ w • a iutr. e of c ardes in Lydia, in which city his father was 
fen » ■ r 1 1- fiuiicd vvith Maximus under Ede/us of Cappadocia t a 
Flato'th ohi.ofopner and magician; and then returned to his native 
cky. wv*:ere he continued, notwit branding the repeated and prefling 
fbJiwit<&tio:i9 of Jnhan and Maximus, inviting him to court. Julian 
crented him ponsifF of Lyd/a 9 in which employment he had the 
prudence not to difooiigc t.iv cnritliana, as we have obferved alrea- 
dy ; and therefore was fufF_red by the chriftian emperors to live 
annioie:*cd (73). He lived to the age of eighty (74)- After his 
death, E unapt us, who was his wile's coufin, and had been his dif- 
cip'e, wrote his life, and frequently mentions him in his hiftory of 
th-2 1bp.ii.t5, which he h:id undertaken at his requeft ( 75). Suidas 
like wife fpeaks of him, but does not inform us whether or no he 
left any work*, behind him C76). Prifcus was born in the country 
of the Molojji, or Tbefproti, in Epirus ; and lludied under Edefus % 
with Maximus and Cbry font bus. Afterwards he retired to Greece, 
whence he was invited by Julian to court, and complied with the 
invitation. He was perhaps more efteemed by that prince than 
Maximus himfelf. He attended the emperor to Antiocb and there 
prevailed upon him to admit Libanius to his preience, and even to 
receive him in a friendly manner, though he was not a little preju- 
diced againll him 77). \r c followed Julian into Perfia, and was 
accufed, with Maximus, of magical practices under Valens ; but 
discharged, and fuffered to return to Greece y where he lived to the 
age of ninety, and upwards (78 ) \ and was killed, with many 
others, by the barbarians (79 J, that is, we fuppofe, by thcGotbs, 
who, in 395, or 396, ravaged Greece under the conduct of the 
famous Alaric Julian in his letters, bellows great commenda- 
tions on one George, a receiver of the public revenues ; on the 
philofopher Eugenius % whom fome take to be the father of Tbemi- 
fiius ; aad on Eceboius, under whom he lludied rhetoric (So). As 
the celebrated lophi 1 Libanius ived long after Julian's tims, we 
(hall fpemk of him in a more proper place. 

Suid p. 92. (72) Socr. I iii.r. I. p. 165. (73) Eurrap. 
c . 5 p. 69, 80. £if e. 12. p 144—149 (.74) Idem, p. 152. 

(75) Lhm % p. 153. (76) Suid p. 1155. \ 77) Eunap. c. 5. 
p. 69. Lib. nit p. 42. f 78 . Ettnap. ibid, c Si. Ammian I. xxv. 
p zyt. (79) Ettnap. c. 5. p. 75. C^°) Julian, ep viii. p. izr, 
514. ep. liv. p. 21S ep, xviii. p. 135. cp.xix. xliii. p. 136, 196. 
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CHAP. XXVII. 



ft/be Roman hijiory, from the death of Julian, to the 

death of Valens. 



THE death of Julian was no fooner known, than 
the chief officers of the army aflembled, and, with 
one confent, chofe Jovian to fucceed him b , who 
was accordingly faluted with the title of Jovianus 
Augujlus* the day after Julian's death ; that is, the twenty- 
feventh of June of this year 363. He was the only furviving 
child of Verronianus^ who w is a native of Singidunum in Pan- 
nonia^ or rather in Mcefia c ; and had lately rcfigncd the 
eminent poft of comes domr/licorum, to lead a private ana 
retired life. He was reckoned one of the heft commanders 
of his time, and the reputation, which he had acquired in the 
army, ereatly contributed to the promotion of his fon <*. 
The Srft thing Jovian did after his election was to name him 
for his coilegue in the confulffcip againft the enfuing year ; 
for Verronianus was laid to have been foretold in a dream, that 
his fon (hould be one clay raifed to the empire, and he Co the 
confulihip ; but he died before he hr.J the honour of difcharg- 
ing that office, or the fatisfacTion of feeing his fon emperor, 
though he had been informed of his promotions Jovu:n 9 or 
Flavins Claudius Jovianus? as he is ft vied on an antient coin, 
was born about the year 331, and married Carito y (he J^u^Ijt 
ter of LuciillanuSy a commander of irrcat renown, often men- 
tioned by Ammianus. By her he had, according to Fbihflor- 
gius f 9 a Con named Vevronianus^ who was born about the 
time Jovian was created emperor, and a daughter, of whom 
we find n > fmther mention 3 nay, Ztncras tells us in cx- 
prefs terms, that F:rrcn<rnus w^3 his only child >T . As Jo- 
vian was not only a true, but a pioti*, and zc:!oi>s chiiftinn, 
wj (hall n.)t c.'py h;s character from ihe chrifiian \vri;j;s, 
who may be fui^cibed of partiality, but from the pagans, who 

b Amm 1 a 71. 1. :v-::v. p. 226. c Vict, cpir. ll Ammuk, 
5bid. p. 308. Thkm ist. orat. v. p. 6c. c Ammiam. Tub- 
m i st. ibid. Sock at. 1 hi c. 26. p, zcj. i F:i cc^to&g. J. 

viii. e. 8. p. 112. 8 2oN.p. 2$. 
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Jovian V cannot be thought to have been biafled in his favour. Among 
charmfitr. thefe Eutroptus commends his affable, mild, and generous 

temper ; and adds, that no one could, with juftice, accufe 
him of neglect or imprudence in the difcharge of his duty 
Ammianus Marcelltnus 1 and ViSfcr the younger defcribe 
him as well-fhaped in his perfon, of a majeflic air, of a gay 
and agreeable afpedt, of an even, affable, and courteous, tem- 
per, naturally inclin'd to mercy, and a great encourager of 
learning, being himfelf pretty well acquainted with the fci- 
ences. From the few officers he preferred during his fiiort 
reign, we may judge, adds Ammianus^ how careful and cir- 
cumfped he would have been in the diftribution of offices, 
had he lived longer. Tbcmijlius beftows upon him ftill 
greater encomiums 1 ; but we lay no great ftrefs upon them, 
as coming from a panegyrift. On the other hand, Sui- 
das m paints him in quite different . colours, following therein* 
as we imagine, Eunapius, who, by his implacable hatred to 
the chriftian religion, was often led into grofs miftakes. 
Ammianus does not forget to mention his vices, as well as his 
virtues, telling us, that he was naturally timorous, a great 
cater, and much addicted to wine and women n . The fame 
author obferves, that Jovian had a great refpeel and ve- 
neration for the law of the chriftians 0 ; and truly he had al- 
ways made an open profeffion of the chriftian religion, even 
in the reign of Julian^ defpifing both his threats and pro- 
mi fes P. Socrates % Suidas r , and Nicephorus 1 tell us, that 

Julian having ordered all the chriftian officers in his army, 
either to renounce their religion, or quit the fcrvice, Jovian^ 
at that time tribune, religned his poft without the leaft heft- 
tation j but Julian would not fuffer him to retire, nay, he 
afterwards employed him in the Per/tan war j for he was, at 
the emperor's death, the Srft among thofe officers who were 
fry led domejiici c . Zofimus writes, that he was raifed to the 
empire by the chief officers, at the requ eft of the whole ar- 
my « i for Suidas himfelf owns him to have been an excellent 
commander, though, at the time of his election, he was 
fcarce thirty- two years olJ w. Mis promotion was no- ways 
agreeable to the pagans, as appears from the manner in which 

h EuTROP. p. (JpQ. ' A.MMIAN'. p. 29/S. * VrCT. p. 

70 ! ( >T»i r. r.f i sr. mat. v. p. 6*. m Sum. p. 1244. 

n Ammian. p. r r>, 5-s o idem. I. xxl p cor. p Tiieo- 

DOR r T . I. iv. c. f p '.\.Z>. «1 SfJCRAT. I. ill'. C. 22. p. IO". 

r Sum. ibid. ^Vicrrii 1.x. c ;S\ p. 94. c Ammian. 
1. x:;v. p. z>G. u Zoi. I ill p 7Z ' 9 , vf Sum. ibid. 
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Ammianus Marceliinus fpeaks of it. Rufinus * 9 Socrates 
Sozomen % and Tbeodoret *, afiu e us, that he would not ac- 
cept the empire, and the command of the army, till ail the 
foJdicrs had declared themfelves chriftians, and foltmnly re- 
nounced the impious ceremonies which they had pracTtifea uar 
der Julian ; on which account he is honoured hy Rufinus 
with the title of conjljfbr. It is not therefore probable, (hat 
he paid any regard to the anfwer of thofe, who, having con- 
futed, furely without his confent, the entrails of the victims, 
promifed fafety, if the army decamped ; but inevitable de-r 
itruclion, if they continued in the fame place *». The army 
was, as we have related above, in a ftrange country, far from 
home, with a provoked enemy round them, quite deftitute 
of neceflaries, and consequently reduced to the neceflity of 
perifhing, either with hunger, or by the arms of the incenfed 
Perjians. Jovian, who was obliged to ftruggle with two 
fuch formidable enemies, did not fo much dread the latter as 
the former ; nay, he repulfed the Perjians with great daugh- 
ter as often as they ventured to attack him, as jfmmianus tells 
us in exprefs terms c j which is fu&cient to refute what Li" 
banius writes of the great advantages gained over Jovian by 
the Perjians But the valour and experience of 'Jovian was crj^ arm 
no proof againft the famine which raged in his camp, and re j uct Jt9 
would not have left one man alive in the whole army, had g reat 
not heaven unexpectedly declared in his favour, to ufejiraits. 
the expreffion of Ammianusy by inclining the enemy to offer 
conditions of peace at fo critical a conjuncture a . That writer 
is of opinion, that the Perfians y out of mere pity and com- 
panion, fet on foot a treaty f \ and Libanius cannot conceive 
what could induce them to think of a peace, when they had 
reafon to promife themfelves the greatcft advantages from the 
Continuation of the war B . The negotiations lafted four days, 
which proved more infupportabJe to the Romans , fays Ammic- 
nus h , than the grcateft torments, by reafon of the famine 
which raged in the camp. Befiiies the dreadful extremity to 
which the army was reduced, Jovian was appre hen five, and 
not without reafon, of the defigns of Prsccpius* Julian's 
kinfman 4 . No wonder therefore that he fubmittcd to a peace J ov ' aT1 cb- 
upon terms dilhonourable, we own, in themfelves, but ab- f* 
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folutely neceflary to extricate himfelf, and fo many brave 
men, out of the difficulties, into which the temerity and im- 
prudence of Julian had led them. A peace was agreed on for 
thirty, or, as Rufinus will have it k , for twenty-nine, years, 
upon Jovian** promifing to abandon and yield up to the Per- 
sians the five provinces on the Tigris* which had been taken 
from them in the reign of Dioclejian* with feveral caftles, and 
the cities of Nifibis and Singara. To this article was added ano- 
ther, in itfelf no lefs* if not more, fhamefuJ, which was, not 
to lend any afliftance to Arfaces king of Armenia againft the 
Perftans* though Arfaces was a faithful friend and ally of the 
empire. Jovian however, with much-ado, prevailed upon 
the king of Perjia to naffer the inhabitants of Nifibis and Sin* 
gara to withdraw with their effedfa into the Roman territo- 
ries K The lofs of Nifibis* which was the bulwark of the 
empire againft the Perfians* chiefly affe&ed the Romans \ and 
Ammianus takes great pains to exaggerate that lofs, in order 
to raife the public odium againft Jovian* to whom he is fa- 
vourable on no occafion. Both that writer n and Eutro- 
piits Q obferve, that, from the foundation of Rome* no conful 
or emperor had ever yielded to the enemy an inch of ground. 
Jovian not But therein they arc certainly miftaken ; for Adrian abandon- 
tobeblam- C( j to tn e barbarians a far greater extent of country than %• 
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Aurelian relinquifhcd all the countries conquered by 
Irajan beyond the Danube ; and Dioclejian an immenfe tra<& 
towards the borders of Egypt and /Ethiopia* as Tiberius had 
done long before the large provinces, conquered at a vaft crc- 
pence of blood and treafure by the brave Drufus. 'Tis true, 
that theft: countries were not given up in virtue of a treaty, 
but becaufe they could not be kept without an immenfe 
charge. However, if it was thought commendable in thofc 
princes to abandon them on that fcore, we ought not to join 
Ammianus and Eutropius in condemning Jovian for abandon- 
ing, even by treaty, provinces which he could not keep with- 
out expofing, to certain death or captivity, the flower of the 
whole forces of the empire, when the enemy would with great 
cafe have conquered more than they acquired by the treaty. 
His giving up by treaty what others had abandoned of their 
own accord does not render the action lefs neceffary, nor con- 
fequcntly lefs prudent. Ammianus pretends, that Jovian 
might have reached the province of Corducne belonging to the 
empire, in the four days which he fpent in negotiations i*. But 



* Rur. p r 77. 

j Gp. n g Naz. 
Idem, p. roj. 



5 Am m r a n« p. 300. Zos. p. 730. Ruf. p. 
orat. \v. p. 118. »" Amm ian. I. xxv. p. 303. 

0 Eltrop. p. 73 1 • p Amm :aii. p. 300. 

between 



Chap. 27. The Roman Hiflory: 503 

between them and that province flowed the Tigris^ which, 
even after the peace, and when oppofed by no enemy, they 
parted with the utmoft difficulty, and not without the lofs of 
many perfons, who were carried away by the violence of the 
ftream, as Ammianus himfelf informs us* 1 . Zojimus fuppofesthem 
to have pa/Ted the Tigris before the treaty r ; but his authority is 
of no weight when he difagrees with Ammianus , who c ferved 
in this expedition. Between the Tigris and Corduene lay a 
defcrt feventy miles in extent, deftitute of all forts of provi- 
fions, even of water, which reduced them to the necefSty of 
feeding upon their horfes, and confequently of leaving behind 
them great part of their baggage and arms r . Libanius owns, 
that moft of them returned without either arms or money z . 
What therefore muft have become of them, had they at the 
fame time been inceflantly harraffed by a formidable enemy ? 
Jgatbiasy who lived two hundred years after, writes, that 
^Joviaiiy impatient to get out of the Perjian dominions, be* 
trayed Nijibis u \ but Eutropius 9 who was an eye-witnefs of 
what he writes, does not indeed approve of the peace ; but 
owns, that it was necefTary w : and Philoftorgius^ a chriftian 
writer, but an Arian 9 and confequently no- ways favourable to 
Jovian , tells us, that there was no other means of faving the 
army, already reduced to the tenth part*. The only thing 
Eutropius blames in Jovian^ is his faithfully obferving the ar- 
ticles, to which neceSity alone obliged him to fubmit, inftead 
of following the example of the antient Romans^ who never 
fcrupled to break a difadvantageous treaty, extorted from them 
by force or fear But his religioufly executing the articles y e . 
of a treaty, however difadvantageous, when he was under no ^^jj 
other reftraint but that of his oath, reflects no lefs honour on ^ rM 
him, than glory on the religion which he profeflcd. He was exa Q ne r Sm 
not acquainted with the maxim, which, to the great difgrace 
of our religion, prevails now-a-days with the moft chriftian 
princes, that no treaties, how folemnly foevcr entered into, 
are binding, when the leaft advantage may be reaped -from 
the breach of them ; as if perjury were not a crime of 
as deep a dye in the prcatcft prince, as in the meanclt 
of the people. We fhall now re fume the thread of our 
hi/lory. 

Jovian* after the concJufion of the treaty, purfucd his 
retreat j and having patted the Tigris and the above- 

1 Idem, p. 301, 302. r Zos.p. 730, f Ammiak. 
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mentioned defert, without being in the lead molcfted by 
the enemy, he arrived at Ur 9 a Per/tan fortrefs, between 
the Tigris, and the city of Ni/sbis, where he was met 
by Cajjianus governor of Mefopotamia, and Mauritius a 
tribune, with fuch provifions as the army commanded by 
P roc 0 plus and Sebajiian could fpare them ; for he had 
fcnt tlfc two former o&cers to acquaint the latter with the 
extremity to which he was reduced *. From Ur he difpatched 
iiieiTcngers into lllyricum and Gaul, with the news of Juli* 
an's death, and his own promotion. At the fame time he 
appointed Luc i Hi anus his father-in-law commander in chief of 
the horfe and foot in lllyricum and Italy , and Malericus ge- 
Jovian neral of the troops in Gaul, in the room of yovinus a . Then, 
furfues bis continuing his march, he entered at laft the Roman territories 
march to ac a pj ace called Tbijalphata y and was there met by Procopius 
, . t 5 mao and Seba/lian, who com n landed the army which Julian had 

" left in Mefopotamia. The emperor received them in a very 
obliging mannner, and foon after lent Procopius* who was 
Julian's kinfman, to attend the corpfe of that prince to Tar* 
jus, in the fuburbs of which city he was buried, purfuant 
to the orders he had given a little before he expired. When 
the funeral ceremonies were over, Procopius privately with- 
drew from Tar/us ; and, tho* diligent fearch was made after 
him in all parts of the empire, he never could be heard of, 
till he afiumed the purple in 365 b . From Thifalphata the em- 
peror advanced to Nijibis but encamped without the walls, 
though greatly importuned by the inhabitants to lodge in the 
palace, as his predeceflbrs had always done. He was alhamed, 
fays Ammianus, to enter a city, which he was about to deli- 
ver up to the enemy c . The next day Binefes y a Perftan 
lord of great diftinclion, who attended Jovian in the quality 
of an hoftage, demanded the city to be delivered up to him, 
purfuant to the articles of the treaty. The inhabitants did 
all that lay in their power to divert the emperor from comply- 
ing with his demand ; they carncftly entreated him to give 
tlicni leave to defend the place of their nativity, which they 
undertook to do, without putting the public to the leaft 
charge, telling the emperor, that they were well acquainted 

Ntfbia*/' W * C ^ ** lt 'o JCS or * a fi e » e » ^nd knew how to check the 
l-v£rca , up ^ tf ^ <,,f ^ tl ^ c ' ^ uC 7 cv * an infifting upon the faith of the 

to the l, *-' al y a »id the obligation of his oath, Binefes was, by his or- 
Par&ans. dcr, admitted into the city, of which he took pofTeilion in his 

iiiailw-r's naa:c, by letting up the Pcrjian ftandard. At the 
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fame time, the inhabitants were ordered to quit thtir native 
city, and retire elfewhere, with what effects they coulJ carry 
with them. This order occafioned the mod melancholy 
tight, fays Ammianusy the fun ever beheld e . Chryfo/iom 
hkewife defcribes their departure in a very affecting manner d . 
But the emperor, alledging the fanctity of his oath, was deaf 
to their cries, entreaties, and lamentations ; Co that the city 
was evacuated in three days time, every one curfing, as they 
departed, a peace, which had proved more fatal to them than 
the moft bloody wars. All the roads were crouded with 
thefe forlorn exiles, loaded with what they could carry ; 
but greatly grieved for the lofs of many valuable things, 
which, for want of convenient carriages, they had been obli- . 
ged to leave behind them. Moft of them retired to Amida % 
and were placed by the emperor in the fuburbs of that city, 
which, by this means, repaired all the lofles it had fu (rained 
in the time of Conjiantius, and by decrees became the metro- 
polis of what remained to the Romans in Mefipotamla s . 
Jevian did not leave Nifibis* according to Ammianus h , till 
all the inhabitants were retired. Others tell us, that he marched 
away in the-night, after he had been two days encamped be- 
fore it ; two months, we read in Suidas 9 which mull be a 
miftake in the tranferiber ». He then continued his inarch to 
Ant'ioch* paffing. through Edejfa^ where he was on the 
twenty -feventh of September y as appears from the date of one: 
of his laws -Zofimus writes, that he was no- where received 
with the deinonftrations of joy ufual on fuch occafions 
However, it is not unlikely that his arrival was agreeable to 
the people of Antioch, who hated Julian^ and confequently 
muft have been pleafed to fee his fucceffor anive in their city. 
During his ftay at Antiocb y which was not long, he revoked J ov ^« 
all the'laws that had been enacted by Julian again ft the chrift- aU 
ians, and made it his chief ftudy to reftorc the chriftian reli- ' he f™>'*» 
gion to its former luftre ». Themljliusy a pagan philofophcr, g V n /L tJt . 
tells us, that he publifhed a Liw, granting to every one full c / r 'J? t " nu l 
liberty to hold what religion he pleafed ; and, after having 
be flowed great encomiums upon him, on that fcore, he adds, 
that he fuffered the temples to be opened, and the ufual fa- 
crifices and ceremonies to be performed in them °. Oil the 
other hand. Sqzgmcx allures us, that, by a law en«5ted at An* 
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t!ocb 9 he fuppreffed all religions, except the chriftian, ordered 
the temples to be (hut up, and prohibited, under fevere pe- 
nalties the offering of victims, and all manner of idolatrous 
worfnip o ; infomuch, that the pagans were obliged, according 
to Soa atcs p , to creep into holes and corners, and thofe who, 
in Julian 9 3 timc 9 had wore the philofophical cloak, to quit it, 
and to appear in the common attire. What the two latter 
ruthors write, is confirmed by the pagan fophift Libanius, who 
i'.iysj that, after the death of Julian 9 .thofe were heard with 
applaufc, who inveighed againft the gods ; that the pontiffs 
and philofophcrs were dragged to the tribunals as criminals j 
that they were obliged, by the moft exquifite torments cru- 
elty itfelf could invent, to confefs what fums they had recei- 
ved from Julian for the worfhip of their gods, and forced ei- 
ther to reftore what they had received, or to languifh in dun- 
geons ; that the temples were pulled down, and the fophifts, 
who, in Julian's reign, had been entertained with the grea- 
teft refpefl by the governors of provinces, were now driven 
away from thiir gates like criminals and homicides *. The 
emperor was even advifed to put Libaiiius to death, for com- 
mending Julian ; but a Cappadocian 9 who had a great afcen- 
dant over Jovian* advifed him to take no notice of fuch tri- 
fles r . As for the chriftians, Jovian wrote to all the gover- 
nors of provinces, ftri£Hy injoining them to take care, that 
they were not difturbed in their ufual afiemblies. He 
reftored to the churches, to the ecclefiaftits, to the vir- 
gins and widows, all the privileges, immunities, and exemp- 
tions, which had been granted to them by Conftantine and his 
children ; but lately revoked by Julian f . He likewife or- 
dered the yearly allowance of corn, which had been given by 
Conjlantine to the churches, for the fupport of the poor, to be 
continued to them ; but as the famine ftill raged, only the 
third part of Conjlantine's donation could be fpared. Jovi- 
an promifed them the other two parts as foon as the famine 
abated : but he dying in the mean time, his fucceflbrs did not 
make good his promife ; whence the churches thence- 
forth received only one third of what Covjlanthie had allotted 
to them *. Jovian likewife reftored the lauarnm, or the ftan- 
dard with the crofs, and obliged one Magnus , a comes or count, 
ro rebuild- at his own expencc the church of Berytus 9 which, 
by his order, had been burnt ; nay, the emperor had com- 
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manded his bead tj> be cut off, but was with much-ado pre- 
vailed upon by his friends to fpare him As in Julian's 
time fcveral facred virgins had married, ibme by choice, o- 
thers by conftraint, Jovian 9 by a law addrefied to the prefect 
Salu/iius 8ecundus 9 declares thofc guilty of death, who foal I 
mention marriage to the facred virgins, or utter a fingle word 
in their prefence repugnant to the rules of modefty This 
law is ftill extant, and dated from Jntiocb y the nineteenth of 
February of the enfuing year 364 x } which is a grofe miftafce, 
it being certain, that Jovian was dead before that time, and 
that he left Antiocb before the end of the prcfent year. Jo- 
vian not only efpoufed the caufe of the chriftians againft cIjc f e )J**~ u r t 
pagans, but that of the orthodox believers againft the Arians j '*i +1***^ 
for by the firft law he pubiifheu after he had entered the Ro- Jbodox 
man dominions, he commanded the churches to be every- cbriftiant 
where reftored to thofe, who had inviolably adhered to the againft the 
faith of the council of Nice, and recalled all the bifhops who Arians. 
had been banifiied 011 that fcore, and Athanafius in particular, 
to whom he wrote with his own hand a very obliging and 
friendly letter y , winch has reached our times *. Some time 
after he wrote a feconJ letter to him, defiring him to draw 
up and fend him a rule of faith, by which he might re- 
gulate his belief in the great variety of opinions that prevailed 
then in the church. Athanafius readily complied with the 
emperor's requcft, and fczit him a creed or rule of faith, fup- 
pofed to be that which ftiil pafles under his name, approved of 
and fubferibed by all the bifcops of Egypt a , Jovian foon 
after invited Athanafius to court, received him, upon his arri- 
val at Antiocb y with the greateft dcrnnnfirations of efteem and 
veneration imaginable, often conferred with him touching 
the articles of religion then in debate, and was by him 
thoroughly confirmcJ in the dc&rine defined and cftab- 
lifiied by the council of Nice b . After this, Athanafius 
took his leave of the emperor, and returned to his dio- 
cefe. Socrates c tells us, that the emperor no fooner en- 
tered the Reman dominions upon his return from Perfia % 
than he was met by the leading men among the Avians* Ma- 
cedoniar.S) Acacians 9 and other fc£iarics, all ftriving to ingra- 
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tiate themfelves with the new prince, and prepoffefs him in 
their favour ; but that he received them coldly, telling them, 
that he was an enemy to contention, and fliould efteem and 
countenance tbofe only who promoted unity and concord. 
However, as "Jovian himfelf openly prof e fled the faith of the 
council of Nice, that do&rine was embraced by many, who, 
till that time, had been very fanguine in oppofing it, and was 
r . foon after folemnly confirmed in a council held at Antioch this 

for Con " ^ car d * J 0V * an 9 a ft er a ihort flay at Antioch, fet out for 
ftantino- Conftantinoplt, tho* the winter was already far advanced, to 

prevent the di flu rbances, which he had reafon to apprehend in 
the weft. As he puffed through Tarfus in Cilicia, he ordered 
fome ornaments to be added to the tomb of Julian j on which 
account he is blamed by fome chriflian writers e . From Tar- 
Jus he proceeded to Tyana in Cappadocia, where he was inform- 
ed, that Malericus , whom he had appointed general of the 
troops in Gaul, having declined that poft, Lucillianus, the 
emperors's father-in-law, and general of the troops in lllyri- 
cum and Italy, had haftened into Gaul ; and taking upon him 
there, when matters were not yet fettled, to examine the ac- 
counts of Lme officers, one of them, confeious of his frauds, 
had fled for protection to the Batavians who ferved in the 
Roman army ; and by perfuading them that Julian was ftill a~ 
live, had fo incenfed them againfl Lucillianus as a traytor, 
that in a tumult they killed him, and a tiibune, by name 
Seniauchus, whom he had brought with him into Gaul. Va- 
lentinian, afterwards emperor, but then only tribune, and one 
of the attendants of Lucillianus , narrowly efcaped undergo* 
ing the fame fate. This tumult which happened at Rbeims, 
did not prevent the troops in Gaul, nor their general Jovinus, 
from declaring for Jovian, and proclaiming him emperor. 
They even fent deputies to him, to congratulate him upon his 
promotion, and acquaint htm, that they were ready to obey 
his commands. The deputies met the new emperor at Afpo- 
na in Galatia, who received them in a very obliging manner, 
and continued Jovinus in the poft of general, charging him 
not to fuffer the death of Lucillianus to go un rev enged. From 
Afpona Jovian purfucd h s journey to Ancyra, the metropo- 
lis of Galatia, where he took upon him his firft confulfhtp. 
We have obferved above 7 , that he had named his father for his 
colleeue ; but he dying in the mean time, he took in his room 
his own fon, whom, though then only an infant, .he diftin- 
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guiflied with the title of nobilifftmus* or moji noble f. The 
difcourfc which Themiftius is faid to have pronounced on oc- 
cafion of the emperor's confuUhip, has reached our times g ; 
but Socrates allures us, that he pronounced it fix weeks after 
at Dadaftana, and a fecond time at Conftantiuoplc *. Jovian* 
haftening to reach the latter city, left Ancyra, and continued 
his journey, though the cold was then fo fevere and intenfe, 
that fome of his retinue died on the road. Upon his arrival 
at Dadajiana, a town on the borders of Galatia and Bithy- 
nia, but belonging to the latter province, he was met by The- 
mtftiusj and other perfons of diftindtion, fent by the fenate of 
Conjlantinofle to attend him. But before he left that place, He dies at 
he was found dead in his bed, on the fixteenth or feventeenth Dadaltana 
of February of this year 364, after he had lived thirty-three 
years, and reigned feven months and twenty days His Hid- 
den death gave occafion to various reports 5 fome afcribe it to 
the dampnefs of his chamber, which had been newly plaifter- 
ed ; others fay, he was ft i fled with the vapours of charcoal 
placed in the room to dry it. Some write, that he died of a 
forfeit ; others, that his death was owing to bad and poifo- 
nous mufhrooms. Socrates fays, he was carried off by an 
obftru&ion j and Cbryfojiom y that he was cither poifoned or 
murdered by his guards. Ammianus likewife fecrns to have 
believed, that he died a violent death ; for he compares his 
end with that of Scipio Mmilianus •, who was ftrangled in his 
bed ; and adds, that no inquiry was made after the death of 
either of them k . But Jovian had not yet difobliged any man, 
nor does it appear, that he had any enemies, except perhaps 
Procopius 9 who took no advantage of his death, nor even 
ihewed himfelf on that occafion. The body of the deccafed 
emperor was carried to Confiantinopie^ and there interred 
with the ufual folemnity in the church of the /fpo/?les 9 where 
his tomb was to be feen many years after , . His wife was com- 
ing to meet him, according to Zonaras M », with her fori Fcr- 
ronianiiS) and a retinue worthy of an cmprefs, when the re- 
ceived the news of his death. C'drenus likewife tells tis, that 
file never faw him after his promotion n ; but Themijiius writes, 
that the fon, and confequcntly, in all likelihood, ihe mother 

f Ammian I xxv. p. 306, 307. Socrat. 1. Hi. c 26. p. 205; 
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too, was with the emperor at Dadaflana ; and adds, that by 
his crying and frruggling when be wasto be carried, according 
to cuftom, in the confular chariot, he feemed to portend what 
happened foon after, that is, the death of his father °. The 
emprefs was ftill living in 380 p , and was buried after her 
death by her hufoand * . Of her fon we fljall fpeak hereafter* 
Jovian is greatly commended by all the eccleliaftic writers, 
among whom Theodoret fays, that heaven raifed him to the 
Sovereignty to reward, even in this life, his virtue ; but that 
the world did not deferve to enjoy long fo great a blefilng r . 

Jovian being dead, the chief officers, both civil and military* 
aflembled in order to chufe a new emperor, when fome pro- 
pofed Equittusy tribune of the firft company of the ftiield- 
men of the emperor's guard 5 and others Januarius 9 a kinf~ 
man of the deceafed emperor, at that time commander of 
the troops in lllyricum : but the former was rejected on ac- 
count of his furly and ruftic temper, and the latter becaufc 
he was at too great a diftance f . Zofimus, ever favourable to 
the pagans, tells us, that the electors, with one voice, nam- 
ed to the empire Saluflius Sectmdus, prefect of the eaft ; a man, 
fays he, of great worth and long experience in war, by reli- 
gion a pagan, but no great enemy to the chrifHans. He adds, 
that SalttJ}) excufmg himfclf on account of his old age and 
infirmities, they were for naming his fon; but that the father 
oppofed his election, alledging, that he was too young, and 
Valent'ni con ^ e< l uen ^y n °t equal to fo great a charge c . At length, af- 
zxiiscbofe7t t{zv an inter- regnum of nine or ten days, Valentlnian was, by 
0nr**rar» un * ver ^ a ^ cenfent, chofen emperor ; which unanimity Ammi- 
r * anus afcribes to a particular infpi ration from heaven u . The 

prefect Salufiitts Secnndus* Arintheus % one of the generals of 
ths army, I)<i ° *i la i films* general of the horfe, and Datianus* 
a patrician, who had been conful in 358, are faid to have 
been the chief authors of his election w . The latter had been 
left by jfovi 'an on account of his old age, and the feverity of 
the winter, in Galatia ; whence he wrote to the army, ad- 
viling them to chufe Valentinian* as a man well qualified for 
that high (ration*. This election was made at Nice* the me- 
tropolis of Bithynia* whither the army that attended Jovian* 
Hh parcn- had, after his death, removed from Dadaflana y . VaUntini- 
tit?r 9 edu- an W as the fon of Gruianus* a native of Cilale in Pannonia : 
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his anceftors were no-ways confpicuous ; but Gratlanus him- 
felf being admitted into the army on account of his extraordi- 
nary ftrength, and great addrefs at all manner of exercifes, 
railed himfelf by degrees to the dignity of count of Africa $ 
of which honourable employment he was afterwards deprived, 
upon a fufpicion of his having embezzled the public money. 
However, he was many years after appointed commander of 
the troops in Britain ; in which office he acquitted himfelf 
with great reptiration. On his return from thence, he with- 
drew to his eftate in the country, leading there a retired life, 
till it was con fi Tea ted by Coftjfantius^ incenfed a gain ft him for 
having entertained Magnentius as he pafled that way, with a 
defign to ufurp the empire. But he continued, notwithftand- 
ing his difgrace, to be greatly beloved and efteemed by the ar- 
my z ; and the efteem and affe&ion they aJl had for the father 
did not a little contribute to the promotion of the fon *. The 
fenate of Con/lanttnoph decreed him a ftatue in the beginning 
of the reign of Valens b . We do not find, that he had any 
other children befides Valcntinian and Valens , who are fuppo- 
fed to have been both born in the city of Cibale^ the birth- 
place of their father. The former is ftylcd on fome medals c 
Flaviusy which prsenomen became common to all thofe who, 
after Conjlantius 9 * time, were raifed to the empire. Valenti- 
nian had by. his firft wife, named Valeria Severa y the emperor 
Gratia ft 9 born in the year 359. Of his fecond wife, J ft/U- 
na y the mother of Valcntinian II. and of three daughters, 
we ffiall fpeak hereafter. Valentin tan was baptized, as 
we read in St. Ambrofe d, and held the do&rine of the coun- 
cil of 2fice 9 though that of Arius generally prevailed in 
Pannonia c . He is f*id by moft writers to have been al- 
together illiterate ; and Themiftius feems to insinuate, that 
neither he, nor his brother Valens 9 had any knowledge of 
the Greek tongue *• But Aufonius allows him fome erudi- 
tion B . He betook himfelf early to the profeffion of arms, and 
on fevcral occafions gave remarkable proofs of his courage, 
prudence, and experience h . In Gaul he commanded a bo- 
dy of horfe, in quality or tribune j but that command was 
taken from him by Ccnjl anting as we have related in rhe 
Tcizn of that prince, upon a falfe charge brought again ft him 
hy Barlfetio. Philo/lorgius writes, that while he was in Gaul* 
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it was conjc£turcd from fame omens, that he Ihoul * attain 
one day to the empire $ which induced Conftantius to fend 
him into Aftfopotamia * to ferve there again ft the Perfians • . 
Under Julian he was tribune of one of the bands of the 
guards, called Joviani* who con ft ant!/ attended the empa- 
His ftcadi- ror k . We are told, that being one day obliged, as tribune 
nefs in the c f the guard, to attend the emperor into a temple, and the 
thrift fan minifter of the idols fprinkling thofe who entered with water, 
religion, w hich was fuppofed to purify them, Valentinian^ who was 
and aver- zea j ous chriftian, feeing a drop of it upon his habit, not only 
jiontotdo- rev ;i e j an< j upbraided the pontiff as an impoftor, but ftrucfc 
dairy. an j^ j n t j ie p rc f encc 0 f Julian* cut out that part of his 

habit on which it had fallen, and threw it contemptuoufly on 
the ground. This provoked Julian to fuch a degree, that he 
immediately ordered Valentinian either to facrifice to the gods, 
or lay down his employment : he chofe, without hefitation, 
the latter ; but Julian* not fatisfied therewith, confined him, 
according to Philojlorgius* to Thebes in Egypt ; according to 
Soxomen* to Militate in Armenia* charging him with fome 
negled of duty, to deprive him of the glory which he was 
apprifed would accrue to him from fuffering on account of 
lus religion If what thefe authors write be true, Julian 
muft have recalled him foon after, perhaps to employ him in 
the Perjian war j for he is fuppofed to have been bantihed in 
362, and on the other hand it is plain from Ammtanus Mar* 
cellinus m * that, at the death of Julian* he ferved in the army 
in quality of tribune. Upon the promotion of Jovian y Lu- 
eillianus* father-in-law to that prince^ took him with him 
into Gaul* as one capable of eftablifhing, by his prudence 
and known abilities, the authority of the new emperor in 
that province. Lucillianus was killed, as we have related 
above, in a tumult at Rbeims ; and Valentinian narrowly 
efcaped undergoing the fame fate. Upon his return into the 
cafl, Jovian preferred him to the command of the fecond 
company of the fcutarii* or fhield-men of the guard ; and 
left him at Ancyra* when he let out from thence on his march 
to Conftantincplc* with orders to follow him fome time after 
Valentinian was ft ill at Ancyra* when Jovian died at Dadaf- 
tana \ and he was c ho fen, in the manner we have related 
above, to fucceed him. Upon his election meffengers were 
immediately difpatched to acquaint him with it \ and in the 
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mean time Equitius and Lho ordered to prevent difturbances 
or tumults in the army. Valentinian^ foon after the arrival' 
of the meflengers, fet out from jfneyra, ahd reached Nice* 
where the army then was, on the twenty-fourth uf February 
but did not Appear abroad till the twenty-fixth, perhaps be* 
caufe he was in fufpenfe, whether he Ihould accept the em- 
pire or no, as we read in Viclor the younger 6 • This, at 
leaft, feems more probable to us than the conjecture of Am-> 
ml a ft us Marcellinus p , viz. chat out of fuperftition he avoid- 
ed trarifaciing any thing on the twenty-fifth, that being the! 
biffextile 9 and confequently an unlucky day. Be that as it 
will, orders were given in the evening, by the advice of the 
prefect SaluJIius Secundus, that no perfon who might, on ac- 
count of his poft or quality, be fuppofed to afpire at the em J 
pire, ihould 1 , on pain of death, be feen abroad the next 
morning. As foon as it was light, the whole army was 
drawn up in a plain near the city of Nice ; and Valentin'tan* 
appearing at their head, was defired to afcend the tribunal ; • 
which he had no fooner done, than he was, with loud fliouts, 
faluted Valentinianus Augujlus y and adorned, in the fight of yj g i s f*. 
the whole army, with all the enfigns of fovereignty, that is, luted by 
with a purple robe and a diadem *• When this ceremony t be army 
was over, the new emperor was preparing to harangue the with the 
army, according to cuftom, and had already ftretched out title of 
his hand to begin his fpeech, when he was flopped by a fedi- Auguftu* 
tious noife of the foldiery, requiring him to take that inftant 
a collegue in the fovereignty, that the empire might not for 
the future remain, sis it had happened twice in a few- months* 
without a head. Valentinian y though a man of great refbl na- 
tion and intrepidity, was at firit fome what alarmed ; but foon 
refunding, his ufual courage, he firft reproved, with an air of ""J*™* 
authority, thofe who appeared the mod forward and feditious ; " e J^ 
and then, without any interruption, addrefled himfelf to the ^lifto* 
army in the following terms : 44 It was in your power a few a t „ mu j e 
44 days ago to chufe for your emperor whom you pleafed ; llf t i 9 i r . 
44 but fince you have railed me to that high ftation, I muft m y u 
4< tell you, that power is no longer in your hands t you are 
44 not to prefcribe Izws to your fovereigh ; it is my province 
44 to command, and yours to obey : I am to judge, and not 
44 you, what may be ufeful and conducive to the public wel- 
44 fare. However, I do not fay, that I will not take a col- 
44 legue } but in an affair of fuch importance, I muft pro- 
44 ceed with the utmoii care and precaution imaginable* left 
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" both you and I may hereafter have occaiion to repent of 
" our raflmefs." This refolute fpeech, uttered with ail the 
authority of a Sovereign, Hopped the mouths of the mutineers » 
and no one daring to oppoie a man, who feemed born to 
command, he was again, with a general acclamation, fa- 
Juceu with the title of Augujlus* and conducted, or, as Philo* 
Jh* gins will have it, carried on a large fliield, to the imperial 

palace r . 

P > aientinian being thus declared emperor at Nice on the 
twenty-iixth of February of this year 364, left that city on 
the twenty-eighth of the fame month, and fet out for Conjian* 
tinople. His march was very expeditious ; for he made his 
public entry into Nicomedla on the firfl of March* and there 
created his brother Valens prafeclus Jlabuli* that is, accord- 
ing to the modern phrafe, mailer of the horfe, with the title 
V' d ? l' of tribune ; and after his arrival at Confiantinople* declared 
X \ x vlbh ^ iin n ' s collegue in the empire on the twenty-eighth qi March* 
oi-erL " * cc rt ^ n g to tnc mo ^ probable opinion. This ceremony 
in tbetm- was performed at a place called Hebdamon* or the feyenth , be- 
pi r ^ caufe ir was feven miles diftant from Conflantinople. In this 
4 place, which was a village, with an imperial palace, and fe- 

vcral churches, the emperors who fucceeded Valens were 
commonly crowned, and that prince embelliflied it with fe- 
veral edifices, and with a ftately tribunal or throne j whence 
it took the name of the tribunal f . Ammianus tells us, that 
Valentinian having fummoned a council at Nice* as foon as 
he was declared emperor, to deliberate about a col leg ue ; 
and the .other officers being all filent, through fear of difob- 
liging the emperor, Dagalaiphus addreffing him with great 
liberty, If you are partial* faid he, to your own family* you 
will make choice of your brother * but if you love your people* 
you will prefer fome other. Ammianus adds, that when he 
named Valem* hit choice was univerfally applauded, becaufe 
110 one dared to Jifapprove oroppofe it 1 5 which (hews, that 
jno great advantages to the (fate were expe&ed from Valens. 
However, Anmianus^ who neither condemns him as a bad 
prince, nor thinks him worthy of a place among the good 
one* u , obferves to his praife, that he ever kept up a good un- 
dei Handing with his brother; that he undertook nothing 
without his advice, and obeyed him not only as his elder 
brother, i ut as his fovereign w . Some time after, both 
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princes were feized with a violent* fever, w hich was by fbme 
afcribed CO the magical practices of Julian 9 * friends, efpeci- 
ally of the philofophers Maximus and Prijcus, who thereupon 
were apprehended, with many others, and carried in chains 
to Constantinople. Prlfcus was foon difchargeJ ; but Maxi- Hcp«njfln$ 
mus, who was univerfaliy hated, and fuppofed to have ftir- ' * f 
red up Julian againft VaUntinian^ on account of his zeal for y VV \ ' 
the christian religion, was condemned to pay a heavy fine,-''"" '* 
and to lie in prifbn till he had paid it. Ma;iv eminenr p*-r- 
fons were accufed on this occafion ; l>ut the prefect Salujllus 
Secundusy with his ufual add refs, prudence, and ^ood-na cure, 
ill fled fuch accufations, and put a (lop to all further inqui- 
ries *. The two emperors were no fooner recovered, tii .n 
they left Conjlantinople ; and paffing through yfdriar:spie 9 

where they were on the twenty-ninth of /tpril f arrived at 
Pbilippopolis ; whence they proceeded to Sardica, and from 
that city to NaiJJus in Dacia, where they were on the third 
of June, and feem to have continued till about the eighteenth 
of the fame month, partly at NaiJJus , partly at a ciiflie 
named Mediana, about three miles from that city z . As 
the empire was threatened with a general invaiion from the 
barbarous nations that furrounded it, Valmtinian, the better 
to make head againft them, thought it advisable to di- 
vide the provinces between himfelf and his brorher ; and 
accordingly made this famous partition at Mcdiana, com- He divides 
mitting to the government of Valens the eaft, that is, the empire 
all Afia, with Egypt and Thrace* and referving to him- 
felf Illyricum, Italy, Gaul, Spain, Britain, and Africa^ that brother 
is, all the weft. After this partition, both princes repaired Valcns. 
to Sirmium, where they parted, Valentinian for Milan, and 
Valens for Conjlantinople *. In the mean time the barbarians 
broke into the empire from all quarters, the Germm:* into 
Gaul and Rhatia, the Sarmatians and £>uadians in co Paw 

nonia, the Pitts, Saxons, Scots, and Atacotti into Britain, 

Moorijh 
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ga'nft the enemy, who, roving up and down the country, com- 
mitted every-where dreadful ravages, becaufe the inhabitants 
would not comply with his exorbitant demands; for he required, 
befides immenfe Aims, no fewer than four thoufand camels, 
without which, he faid, he could not take the field. The 
Africans finding they could have no protection from Romanus* 
charged the deputies, whom they fent with the ufual prefents 
Romanus to Valentinian upon his acceflion to the empire, to lay before 
mccufeJ but the new emperor the miferable ftate of their affairs ; which 
continued 'in they did accordingly, offering to prove the particulars con- 
to com- tained in the memorial, which they presented to the emperor ; 
mand. b ut R em igi U5li w ho was then magijier officiorum* and (hared 

with Romanusy his kinfman and confident, the fpoils of the 
province, by reprefenting things in a quite different light, ma- 
naged his friend's caufc withfo much cunning and addrefs, that 
the emperor, not knowing whom to believe, referred the mat- 
ter to a further inquiry ; which Remigius got eafily put off 
from time to time, as there was then a great hurry of bufi- 
nefs at court. However, they prevailed upon the emperor to 
give the command of the troops to Ruricius, governor of Li- 
bya Tripolitana \ Hur, by the intereft of Remigius > it was foon 
after reftored to Romanus. In the mean while, the Auflurians 
came down in greater numbers than ever, laid wafte the fruit- 
ful territories of Leptis and Oea ; from which cities, and that 
of Sebrata* the province is faid to have been named Tripoli $ f 
that word importing three cities. As Romanus continued the 
whole time unconcerned and inactive, the barbarians fcoured 
the country without meeting with the leaft oppofition, ravaged 
it in a moft miferable manner, put many perfons of all ranks 
to the fwurd, took an incredible number of prtfoners, and had 
even rhe confidence to lay fiege to Leptis , a ftxong and popu- 
lous city, but were not able to reduce it. The noife of thefe 
devafr.uions reaching rhe emperor's ears, hedifpatched Pa/la* 
dius to pay the troops their arrears, and bring him a true ac- 
Palladnn count of the irate of the province. Romanus* being immedi- 
fent tff in- ately acquainted by his friend Remigius with the errand on which 
quire into Palladius was f *nt, peiTuaded the principal officers of the ar- 
tbe flats of m y 9 Wltn wn om ne maintained a good understanding, to pre- 
tbepro- f eiU Palladium* whom he reprefented as a man of great autho- 
vtnee. r j ty ac courtj w t j, a great (hare of the money which he had 

brought to pay them. Palladius accepted the prefent, and 
proceeded to Leptis^ where he heard the complaints of the in- 
habitant.., and was by them conducted to view the country, 
that he might be an ey-ewitnefs of the miferable condition to 
which it was reduced, and of the dreadful havock the bar- 
barians had made, without being in the leaft curbed or ref- 

trained. 
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trained. Palladius* at that fight, could not help exclaiming 
againft Remanus* telling him in plain terms, that he would 
not fail to acquaint the emperor with his unaccountable con- 
dud, and upbraiding him with his cruelty and avarice. But He is gat- 
Romanus foon ftopt his mouth, by upbraiding himr in his turn nedwtr by 
with converting to his private ufe the money with which he Romanus. 
was to pay the foldiers, and threatening to let the emperor 
know he had betrayed his truft. This put Palladius into fuch 
a fright, that he agreed with Romanus to conceal the whole 
from the emperor, whom accordingly he allured on his return, 
that the city of Leptis* and the Tripolitan province, complained 
without reafon ; which was believed, Palladius being gene- 
rally efteemed a man of great integrity, and above all bri- 
bery and corruption. Nay, the emperor was by him fo 
mitied, and fhamefully impofed upon, that he fent him back 
into Africa to try and punifh the authors of the fuppofed ca- 
lumnies and falfe informations brought againft Romanus. In 
the difcharge of this fcandalous office, he tampered fo cun- 
ningly with the inhabitants of Leptis* that they di (owned the 
complaints which Jovinus* one of their deputies, had laid be- 
fore the emperor in their name, maintaining that they had 
given him no fuch commiffion. jfovinus himfelf, to gain the 
favour of Palladius and Romanus* and by that means avoid 
the danger that threatened him, owned he had made a falfe re- 
port to the emperor, who thereupon ordered him to be put Hit meets- 
to death, with fome of the chief citizens of Leptis > and the go firs pu- 
vernor Rur ictus, who had confirmed the truth of the in- uijbed. 
formations brought againft Romanus. The latter was execu- 
ted at Stepba? in Mauritania* and the others at Utica. Erec- 
tbius and Ariftomenes* two other citizens of Ltptis, who had 
complained of Romanus, were condemned to have their tongues 
cut out i but they found means to make their efcape, and lay 
concealed till the reign of Gratian* when this fcene of ini- 
quity was brought to light K 

The following year, 365* both princes entered upon their 
firft confuKhip, the one at Milan* the other at Cmftantinople. 
Valentiuian feems to have continued at Milan till the month 
of Auguft* and then to have vifited feveral cities of Italy* viz. 
Verona* Aquiltia* and Luceria «. From Italy he patted into 
Gaul* and was either at or near Paris in his way to that city T^ tf Ger- 
in the latter end of OHobtr* when he received certain intelli- mw break 
gence that the Germans had made an irruption into that pro- \ nt§ Gaul < 
vince ; and that Procopius had revolted in the call. Of the 

* Ammian. l.xxvi. p. 316. Jrl. xxvii. p. 347— 3S0. c Cod. 
Theoifof. chren. p. 75. 
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latter we Jball fpeak in the reign of Falens. As for the Ger~ 

mans j they had fent embafladors to congratulate Valentinian 
upon his acceffion to the empire j but Urfacius* then magijler 
cfficiormm* having received them in a very difobliging maimer, 
and fent them back with far Jefs prefents than were ufually 
given them, they had thrown them away with fcorn and in- 
dignation ; and upon their return, ftirred up their nation to 
take arms, and revenge the affront that had been offered 
them. They broke therefore into Gaul* and laid wafte the 
country bordering on the Rhine. Valentinian difpacched Da* 
galaiphus againft them, and advanced in perfon as far as Rbeims 
Bmt retire to fupport him. But the Germans retiring at his approach, 
mt tbtap- he returned to Paris* and there took up his winter- quarters <*• 
fratuh of He was for returning into Illyr'tcum to make head there againft 
the emperor jj lc re bel Precopius ; but his friends, and the deputies that were 

fent to him from all the cities in Gaul* earneftly intreating 
him not to leave that province expofcd to the inroads of the 
Germans* he complied with their requeft, confidering, fays 
jimmianus* that Precopius was only an enemy to his family, 
whereas the Germans were declared enemies to the whole 
Roman empire e . Being therefore refolved not to ftir out of 
Gaul* he difpatched Neotberius* at that time only a notary, 
but afterwards, that is, in 390, conful, into Africa* to prevent 
Precopius from making himfelf matter of that province ; and at 
the fame time injoined Equitius to cover Illyricum* and 
watch the motions of the ufurper on that fide f . St. Je- 
rom writes, that Equitius abufed his authority in' opprefling 
and plundering the people whom he was fent to protect *• 
Equitius was already comes or count, to which dignity 

the emperor added on this occafion that of magijler or ge- 
neral 

The next confuls were Gratian and Dagalaipbus ; the lat- 
ter was general of the horfe, and had been comes domefticorum 
under Julian : his name gives us room to believe, that he was 
by birth a barbarian. As for his collegue, he was the fort of 
the emperor Valentinian, and then an infant ; whence in the 
dates of the laws ena&ed this year he is marked thus NB. P. 
that is, NobiliJJimus Puer. The Germans* who had made an 
irruption into Gaul the preceding year, and retired at the ap- 
proach of the emperor, as we have obferved above, returned 
ffr Ro~ this year, 366, and having parted the Rhine on the ice, dc- 
mansVs- feated the Romans in a pitched battle, took the ftandards of 

frmrtd by the Bat avians and Heruli* and killed the two counts Cha- 
tteGcr- 

■ >ana ' * Amm i ah. I. jrxvi. p 3 r 5—3 1 7- • Idem, I. xxvii p. 334. 
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rietto zx\d Sevtrianus, fays Xoftmus^ who commanded the 22*» 
*kt* forces That the Romans were defeated, and Sever ianus 
killed, is owned by Ammianus k ; but Charietto miift have 
efcaped, fince we find a law dated the feventeenth of May 
addreffed to him 1 \ whereas this battle was fought in the 
depth of winter, when the R hi ne was frozen over Z<j/f- 
mus adds, that Valentintan^ who, according to him, was 
prefent at this battle, highly provoked again ft the Bat avi- 
ans for having given ground the firft, ordered them to be 
cafliiered and fold for Haves, but fufpended the execution of 
his orders, upon their promifing to retrieve their reputa- 
tion by fome fignal enterprife ; which they did accordingly, 
attacking the enemy's camp in the dead of the night, and 
committing there a dreadful, daughter D . What Zofimut 
writes touching the Baiavians may be true ; but as for Va- 
lentinian, it is plain from Ammianus* that when this battle was 
fought, he was at Paris ; whence he immediately difpatched 
l>agalaiphusy to prevent the evil conferences that were like- 
ly to attend the defeat of the other generds. Dagalaiphus* 
pretending he had not fufficient ftrength to engage the enemy, 
who were roving about the country in feveral great bodies, 
did not fo much as offer to reftraia them* Hereupon he was 
recalled, and Jovinus^ general of the troops in Gaul s was 
fent in his room ; who, having carefully informed himfelf of 
the motions of the barbarians, fell upon one of their parties at Jovtnus 
a place called Scarponna , between Tout and Afetz, and cut gains m 
them all off, without lofing one man. Being attended with complete 
the like fuccefs againft another party, which he furprifed, he v/Arjr 
advanced with incredible expedition. againft the main body of ** /rr *** 
their army, attacked them, though far fuperior to him in 
number, and after a long and bloody conteft, put them to 
flight. The fight continued the whole day, and the Remans 
were once in great danger of being utterly defeated, the Cud- 
den flight of a tribune, named Balchobaudes, who was a great 
boafter, and confequently, as it generally happens, a down- 
right coward, having difanimated the troops under his com-, 
niand. However, fovimss, infpiring them, more by his 
example than by words, with frefh courage, led them on to 
the charge, while they were ready to turn their backs; 
and, prcfliug with great refolution and intrepidity upon the 
enemy, obliged them to give ground, and betake themfelve* 
to a difordcriy flight. On the enemy's fide, (ix thou f and 
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were killed upon the fpot, and four thoufand wounded 5 an^ 
of the Romans only two hundred killed, and as many wound* 
ed +. The enemy withdrew id the night-time, but were 
intercepted in their retreat by fevcral parties fent out by Jo- 
vinus for that purpofej irifodiuch, that few of them had the 
good luck to efcape. Jovinus followed them the next morn* 
ing with the whole army ; but finding he could not overtake 
them without har raffing his troops, he returned to his camp, 
where he was informed* that their king, who had been taken 
by a party fent to plunder their camp, had been hanged in 
his abfence. Being greatly provoked at fo bafe an adion, he 
xefolved to puntfh with death the tribune, who commanded 
the party ; but he found upon examination, that the foldiers 
had done it in the height of their rage, which the tribune had 
in vain attempted to reftrain p . Valentinian had advanced as 
far as Rheims to fupport Jovinus y as we conjedure from feve- 
ral laws ena&ed this year in that city, and dated the feventh of 
April* the feventeenth of May* and the fourteenth of Juno * .* 
but he muft have, returned to Paris before the end of the 
campaign ; for Jovinus marching back to Parts with his vie* 
torious army, the emperor, to do him honour, went out to 
meet him, and for his eminent fervices named him conful for 
the enfuing year r . The public joy for the happy fuccefles of 
this glorious campaign was greatly heightened by the arrival 
of meifengers from Patens, with the head of Procopius* killed 
in JJia on the twenty-Jeventh of May, as we (hall relate 
hereafter. VaUntinian was returned to Rheims on the twenty- 
feventh of November r , and feems to have continued there all 
Valeutini- winter K He made it his chief ftudy to fortify the banks of 
*i£kh* the&b**'* caufing a great number of forts to be eredted on the 
'~ ff* German* as well as on the Roman fide of that river ; by w^ich 

means, and by augmenting his forces, he prevented the bar- 
barians, fays Zojimus tt , from ever breaking into the Roman 
territories during the nine remaining years of his reign. But 
chat writer muft be underftood of the Altmans ; for we (hall 
have foon occaiion to fpeak of the irruptions of the Franks 
and Saxons into Gaul. 

The next confuls were Lupicinus and Jovinus* both ge- 
nerals, the former under Valens in Syria* and the latter un- 
der yalentinian in Gaul. Jovinus is by the ableft critics 
thought to be the fame pcrion with Fauns Jovinus* general 
•f the horfe, who was fucceeded in that employment by 

Ammun. p. 334, 33?. F Zos. ibid, * Cod. Then- 
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Theodejius in 370, as we read in Ammtanus w . He was lent 
this very year inio Britain, arid attended Valentinian in his 
expedition againft the Germans in 368 Flodard, in his 
hiftory of the church of Rheims % produces the epitaph of one 
Jovinus, who had been twice general of the Roman horfe and 
foot, and yet was more Hluftrious for his piety than his em* 
ployments f. He was baptized and buried at Rheims, in the 
church of St. Agricela^ now the abbey of St. Nicajitis, or St* 
Nicaiftj as the natives call it. The ftateJy tomb, ftifl to be 
fcen there, it thought to have been his \ The epitaph feems 
to infinuate, that he was the founder of that church, which* 
in. the laft will of the holy bifhop Rhemigius, is ftyled the Jo- 
Dinian church ». Moft authors take this Jov'inus to be the 
cdnfui of this year, which We can hardly believe, fince in tho 
epitaph no. notice is taken of the conful£bip, a dignity far fu- 
perior to the others mentioned in it, ficfides, we are no- 
where told, thztjovinus, the conful of this year, was a chris- 
tian ; rtay, from Julian 9 % preferring him to the tirft employ* 
ments both civil and military, we may well conclude, that he 
did not profefi the chriftian religion, at leaft in that prince's 
reign. All the laws of this year to the third of June are dated 
from Rheims b ; a plain proof* that the emperor continued 
there till that time : one dated the fixth of Auguji was enacted 
at Nemafia, faid to have been a place in the neighbourhood of 
Rheims *. From Nem*fia the emperor removed to Amieni 9 
as appears from a law dated the eighteenth of Augujf 9 and ad- 
drefied to Prof text at us y prefect of Rome*. He was probably Valenfftofe 
kept fo lorig at Rheims by a violent diftemper, with which an falh 
he was feized this year. As his recovery was defpaired of, Hl» 
the great officers of the court began to form cabals, and to 
think of naming him a fucceflor. The chief candidates for 
the imperial dignity were Rufiicus Julianus and Scverus, both 
dreaded on account of their feveriry and rigour, but the for- 
mer much more than the latter : he afterwards betrayed 4 
moft cruel and favage temper, when he was proconfui of Af- 
rica in 371, and 37*. Synvnachus is thought to haveaddrcf- 
fed to htm the fir ft fifteen letters of his third book. As for 
Severn* * he was* in tlie judgment of Ammianus % in every re- 
fpc£k preferable to Julianus •. But the emperor's unexpected But reco* 

recovery put an end to the hopes and intrigues of the cour- <vers % and 
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tiers ; for he, being probably .informed of what had been 
tranfafted, refolved to prevent any fart her difputes, by railing 
his fon C ration to the empire. Having therefore before- 
hand gained the foldiery, he aflembled them in the neighbour- 
hood of Amiens ; and, with their confent and approbation, 
declared him his coliegue in the empire, veiling him with the 
purple, and other enfigns of fovereignty, amidft the loud 
acclamations of the multitude f. . Thus was Gratian created 
emperor on the twenty-fourth of Auguft, 367* at the city of 
Amiens, for which he is faid to have ever (hewed a very parti- 
cular regard : he was then about eight years eld, having been 
born in 359, on the eighteenth of April* or, as others will 
have it, on the twenty-third of May. Every one was fur- 
prifed, fays Ammianus, at the emperor's railing him at once 
to the fovereignty, inftead of creating him firit JZsefar, pur- 
fuant to the cuftom, which had prevailed till that time g - l?o 
Ur writes, that he was induced. thereunto by his mother-in- 
law and his wife. Of the former, we find no farther men- 
tion in hiftory. As to the latter, fhe was, without all doubt, 
the mother of Gratian^ Valentinian *s full wife, called by So- 
crates, Sever a h , and ft y led on fome medals Paler ia Sever a 
jfugujia 1 . That princefs was then certainly at court, and 
in favour ; but fecms to have been foon after difgraced. We 
read in the chronicle of Alexandria, that the emprefs Severa 
having purchafed an eftate at a very low rate, the emperor, 
fufpecUng fome foul dealing, was fo provoked, that, not fa- 
tisfied with obliging her to reftore the eftate to the former 
He di- owner, he drove her out of the city k . Be that as it will, it 
wees Se- * s certain, that Valentinian divorced her, and married Jujlina* 
vera and * native of Sicily l , and the daughter, as is fuppofed, of one 
marries Juftus y whom Conjtantius ordered to be put to death, while 
Juftina. he was governor of Picerwm, becaufe he had bragged, giving 

credit to fome omens, that he fhould one day be the father of 
an emperor. Zofonus writes, that fhe had been married be- 
fore to Magnentius, killed in 352 m . She favoured the doctrine 
cf Ariusy but craftily concealed iier fentiments in the emperor's 
life-time n . She had two brothers, viz, Conjlantianus* who 
was raifed to the dignity of tribunus Jiabul't, but killed by a 
band of robbers in 369, and Cerealis, on whom the emperor 
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conferred the fame dignity after the death of his brother °. By 
Juftina the emperor had four children, viz. Valenfinian II. 
yufla* Grata * and Galla* of whom the latter was married 
to the emperor Theodoftus f . Socrates writes, that the em- 
prefs Sroera having taken Juftina* upon the death of 
her father, under her protection, and brought her up at court, 
the emperor was fo taken with her charms, that he refolved 
to marry her ; but on the other hand, being unwilling to 
divorce his wife Severe?* he caufed a law to be publithed 
in all the cities of the empire, allowing his fubjetits to 
have two wives at a time : he adds, that Valentinian him- 
felf being the firft who made ufe of his own licence, mar- 
ried Juftina without difmiffing Severa Thus Socrates. But 
as neither Ammianus Marcellinus * who is no- ways favourable 
to V zlentinian* nor Zoftmus* an avowed enemy to all the chri- 
ftian princes, take any notice of fuch a remarkable lav/, 
we cannot help looking upon the account of Socrates as 
an arrant fable. Jornandes indeed relates ins fame rhing r ; 
but he copied it from Socrates * whom, for the moft part, he 
follows. About the clofe of this year, the city of Mente was n e c ; /y 0 f 
unexpectedly attacked, taken, and plunJered, by Rbando* one Mentz 
of the princes of the Alemanns* while the emperor, (ays Am- taken and 
mianus* was employed in fome other expedition f ; but in plundered 
what expedition, we are no- where told. The fame writer by tbe Ale- 
obferves, that Rbando furprifed the place, while the inha- manns. 
bitants, for the moft part chriftians, were celebrating a fo- 
lemn feftival. The Romans* to revenge this infult, haJ re- The trea* 
courfc to treachery, and caufed Vitbicabius* a prince of the cberyoftbi 
fcme nation, to be aflaflinatcd by one of his own people, Romans, 
whom they had gained over by their emiffaries. Vitbi- 
cabins was the fon of Vadomarius* king of the Alemanns* 
of whom we have had frequent occaiion to fpeak in the reign 
of Conjiantius. The death of Vitbicabius* who was a prince 
of great addrefs, intrepidity, and refoiution, put a flop for 
fome time to the incurOons of the Alemanns Valentinian, 
foon after the promotion of Gratia??, left Amiens* and repaired 
to Treves* in which city he palled the winter, as appears from 
the dates of feveral laws of this and the following year". Be- <TheV\i^ 
fore he reached that place, he was alarmed with difmal tidings WScotr. 
from Britain* viz. that the PicJs* Scots* and other northern break into 
nations, had broke into the Roman territories j and having Roman 

territorie 
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killed NiSlaridus^ count of the maritime trad, and F*U$r 

faadesj who is diftinguifhed with the title of dux or dmke* hail 
committed every- where dreadful ravages, and reduced the pro- 
vince to a moft deplorable condition. Hereupon the epiperor 
irntnediatefy difpatched into Britain Sevens* at that timp 
comes domefticor.um ; but receiving ftill worfe news of the ftatc 
of affairs in that ifland, he foon after recalled him, and fent 
Jovinus in his room, who having acquainted the emperor with 
the miferable condition to which the ifland was reduced, and 
the ftill greater evils with which it was threatened, if 4 
powerful reinforcement both of horfe and foot were not fent 
with all poflible expedition to its relief, falentinian made 
choice of Tbeodofius y father to the emperor of the fame name, 



e management or this trou- 

blefome war. Theodoftus* who was an officer of great expe- 
rience and known abilities, haftened to Boulogne * and em- 
barking there, landed at Rutupiee ; whpnee, as foon as his 
forces arrived from the (continent, he marched to Lundonium 
or London , which Ammianus ftyles an ancient city ; and there 
But an dividing his troops into feveral parties, he advanced againft 
repulied by * ne enemy ^ who were roving up and down the country, cut 
Tjicocjo- great numbers of them in pieces, obliged them to quit the 
fius. booty and prifoners they had taken, and reepvered an entire 

province, which they had feized and held as their own. Tq 
this province which comprised the fouthern parts of Scotland* 
the emperor gave the name of Valentia* perhaps from his. 
brother Valens. Thus was the number pf the provinces in 
this ifiand encreafed, Valentia being added to the four former, 
which were Britannia Prima , Britannia Secunda, Maxima 
Cafarien/isy and Flavia Cetfarienps w . Theedofius* at the 
iarne time, crufhed in its very beginning the revolt of Valen- 
tine or Valentin'um* who, being baniihed into Britain* pre- 
vailed upon fome of the inhabitants to proclaim him cmpe- 
Z'**? ror ; which Tbeodojius no fooner under flood, than he inarched 
J* g". againft the ufurper, and having got him and fome of hi? 
ta?n /L-" con ^ ;dcra ^* r5 ' nto *" s power, he delivered them up to the civil 
trtjjed ma s'^ ratcs > out would not fuffer them to be examined con- 
' r eerning their accomplices, left that foould give occafion to new 

troubles ». The fame year, the Franks and Saxons broke 
into Gauly but were repulfcd with great (laughter by Theodq- 
Jius, on his return from Britain ? : it was probably on account 
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of die advantages gained on theis occafion, that Volentlnian 
affumed the title of the conqueror of the Franks* which is 
given him in an infcription of the year 369 *. Ammianus* 
among the other tranfaiStions of this year ^67, relates fcvcral 
in fiances of the exceffive verity and injuftice of ' Va lent im an* 
who had hitherto with great care concealed the cruelty of his Inftances 
temper. He condemn, d Diodes* who bad been comes largi- ofVolen- 
tionum in Illyricum* to be burnt alive for very inconfiderable nian** cru. 
faults ; and ordered Dsodorus* who had been agens in rebus* 
to be put to death, with three apparitors of the vicar of Italy* 
for no other reafon, but becaufe Diodorus had commenced 
a fuit againft a count, who was going to court, and the ap- 
paritors had, purfuant to their office, fummoned him to ap- 
pear. The memory of Diodorus* and the three apparitors 
is ftill honoured, fays Ammianus* by the chriftians at Milan* 
who call the place where they were buried the innocents »• 
To this probably the quaeftor Eupbraxius alluded, when, upon 
the emperor f s commanding another perfon to be put to 
death for caufing the fen tc nee of a lawful judge to be execu- 
ted, he told him, that the chriftian religion honoured thofe 
as martyrs whom J*e condemned as guilty b. St Jerom 
tells us, that this year, in the country of the At rebates* 
now the Artois* wool fell frorft heaven mixed with rain «• 
Orofius adds, that it was true wool d ; and Bucherius* 
that fome of it is ftill to be feen at Arras* where it is cal- 
led manna 9 ; 

' The following year, the two emperors, Valentinian and 
Falens* were conluls for the fecond time- The former cna£t- Several 
ed this year ieveral excellent laws ; and among the reft one /« w enac- 
commanding all pleaders, or lawyers, to forbear, in pleading, ted by Va 
abufive terms, inve&ives, and injuries, and to content them- lentinian! 
felves with fiich fees as their clients fhall be pleafed to give 
them, without making any bargain or agreement before- 
hand ; as for fuch lawyers as have been honoured with any 
public employment, he will have them to be faeisfied with the 
glory of ^rote&ing the innocent, without debating themfelves 
to accept of any other reward By another law, he efta- 
blifhes a phyflcian in each of the fourteen quarters, into 
which the city of Rome was divided, who wafe to take care 
of the poor, and be maintained at the public expence. By this 

* Vales, rer. Fran. I. i. p. 46. * Ammian. I. xxvii. p. 
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Jaw the phyfician is allowed to, accept what bis patient 
{hull think fic to give him, when intirely recovered, but 
not what he had promifed during his illnefs g . By a third 
law, he commands fome foldiers to remove from a fyna- 
gogue, where they were quartered, that being contrary to the 
refpedt due to a place fet apart for the worihip of God h , 
Valentini- Valentinian, having fpent the winter at Treves in making vaft 
an enters preparations, with a defign to attack the Alemanns in their 
the territo* own country, took the ricld on the feventeenth of June ; 
ries of the and, having aflembled ail his troops, crofied the Rhine, at- 
Alemanns. tended by his fon Gratian, by the two generals Jovinus and 

Severus, and by count Sebajlian^ a man notorious in the ec- 
clefiaftic hiftory for his cruelty to the orthodox chrtftkns in 
Egypt, while he was governor of that province. The em- 
peror was, as appears from the date of one of his laws, at 
JVcrms on the thirty- firft of "July ». From thence he ad- 
vanced into the enemy's country, and marched fome days 
wirhout meeting with the leaft oppofition, though he com- 
mitted every- where mofl dreadful ravages. At length he 
came to a place called Solicintutn, where the Alemanns had ported 
themfelves on a high and fleep mountain, which feerned inac- 
cellible on every fide, except that which looked to the north 5 
and thither he lent Scbajiian to intercept them iri their flight, 
if he fhouid have the good luck to diilodge them from any 
other quarter. As he advanced to view their iituation, he 
narrowly efcaped falling into an ambufcadc ; but being with 
much difficulty got fafe to the main body of his army, he 
led them on to the attack. The Romans on this occaiion 
behaved with fuch courage and refolution, as can hardly be 
expreffed : they were feveral times repulfed, the Alemanns dcr 
Whom be fending themfelves with equal courage and bravery. But the 
defeats Romans, notwithftandipg the di fad vantage of the place, and 
with great the dc'pair of the enemy, gained at length the top of the 
JJaughter. mountain, 1 and put all to the fword who oppofed them. Some 

of the AUmanns made their efcape by favour of the night \ but 
the far greater part were cut in pieces, either in the fight or 
the purfuit, Scbajiian having cut off their retreat k . This 
memorable battle was fought, as we have hinted above, at 
Solicintum, which the modern geographers take to be the 
city of Sultz on the Nectar, at a fmall diftance from the 
JicaJ of that river, in the dutchy of Vir Umber g *. As the feafon 

« Cod. Thcodof. !. xiii. tit. 3. leg. 8. p 34. * Cod. Juft. 
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was already faradvanccd, after i^M&ot^^ th* foldiers were 

fent into w inter-quarters,' atnd tbe tinperor returned with his 
fon Grot tan to Treves * which he entered in a kind of triumph ro . 
Bucberius describes at length the route, which he fuppofeg 
the emperor to have taken on his return from Germany 
Wc find no laws dated from Treves till the fir ft or the fecond 
of December ; but one publHhed at Cologne the thirtieth of 
September 0 ; whence we conjeaure Valentinian, on his re- 
turn from Germany^ to hive marched againft ihcJFranis, who 
had broken into Gaul, as We have obferved above. 

Valentinian feems to KaVe fpent the greater part of the fol- u r ^ 
lowing year, when Valenthiian the fon of Falens, and ViSlor, ^l b k$ 
one of that prince's generals, were confuls, in fortifying the ofthT 
banks' of "the Rhine With an incredible number of forts, tow- Rhine, 
crs, arid' tarries, from the mouth of that river quite to Rha- 
fia, 'where it rifes : He even built fomecailles on the other 
fide of tftat river in the enem/s country, and one among the 
reft at the conflux of the 1 Rhine and the Neckar, where the pre- 
fent city of Manheim&zvfaA. He likewife ordered a fort to 
be built on a hill called by pur hiftorian Piri r ; which Buche- 
rius takes to be the hill of Heidelberg. But the Germans, af- 
ter hav.injg by their deputies ihtrcatcd the emperor in vain to 
forbear'that undertaking, fell upon :he foldiers who were em- 
ployed ftY the work, and cut them in pieces, with the two 
dukes, Arator and Hermogenes, who commanded them. Sy~ 
agrus, a .notary or fecrefory, the only perfon who efcaped the 
general daughter, brought the news of it to the emperor, and 
was on that account difgraced f ; but foon after taken a<rain, 
it feems, into favour 5 for wc fhall fee him conful in 381. 
The emperor, to animate with his prefence the ibkiicrs* in 
carrying on the above-mentioned works for the defence of 
the Rhine, and the fafecy of Gaul, paffed great part of 
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f' 'cograpficrs take to be Mriuheim ; at 4ltrip, between Man-* 
/////'and Spire, and at Brifac This year, the emperor Several 
^caufed fevcralfen itors, governors of provinces, judges, and per /ons pat 
other, office* s, to be put to death for receiving bribes, and to death ty 
t opprcflitig the people committed to their care, and among the the rmp*- 
* reft the eunuch Rhodanus, his chief chamberlain, whom upon wW- 
the complaint of a widow named Berenice, whofe cftatc the 

"» Idem, I. vii. p. 352. n Luch. Belg. p. 3^1 — 3^3. 

« Co». Ti)cod- rhron. p. p Ammiau. J. xxviii. p. 

966, 1 Buch. 13<ilg p J51. r Ammi an. p. 766* 

767. r Idem ibid. * Cod Thcod. ch:on. p. 8?, 26. 

eunuch 



The Roman WJlorj* 



Boor III. 



eunuch had fefeed unjuftly, be caufed to be immediately ap- 
prehended, and to be burnt alive in the circus, where the 
people were aflembled to behold the fports a . The next con- 
fute were the two emperors FaUntlnian and VaUnt, both the 
third time. The former continued all this prefent year 370, 
as appears from the dates of feveral laws, partly at Treves* 
partly at Alteia* which is fuppofed to have been an imperial 
palace or country feat near that city. In an infcription of 
this year, Which it frill to be feen at Vienna in Auftria* we 
read, that E quit I us y general of the troops in tllyricum* erect- 
ed by the emperor's orders a fort in that country ; and from 
another infcription of the following year found near Strigo- 
hium or Gran* in Lower Hungary^ it appears, that another 
fort was built by his orders in that neighbourhood, for pro* 
te&ing the trade carried on by the fubjeds of the empire in 
thofe parts w. The emperor caufed like wife a bridge to be 
built this year over the Tiber at Rome* which was then called 1 
the bridge of Gratian* afterwards the bridge Ceftiusy and is by 
the prefent inhabitants ftyled Popto di S. Bartelomtoy or the 
bridge of St. Bartholomew* being near the porch of St. Bar- 
tholomew's church *. In the infcription it is faid to have been 
built in the Seventh year of the tribunelhtp, that is, of the 
reign, of Valcntinian and Valens* and the third of Gratian* 
which was the prefent year : neverthelefs the two former prin- 
ces are marked there confuls the fecond time ; whereas it is 
Certain, that, in the (eventh year of their, reign, and the third 
of Gratian*$> they were both in their third confullhip. Va- 
lentinian and Valens arc, in the fame infcription, ftyled em- 
perors for the feventh time, and Gtatian for the fecond, and 
are all three honoured with the title of conquerors of the Ger- 
mans, Alemanns, Franks, and Goths ; which (hews, that each 
of them (hared with his collegucs the glory of his victories 
and conqucfts. Their victories, or rather the victories of 
Valentiniarty over the Franks* muft have been very inconfide- 
rable, fince Ammlanus takes no notice of them. This year 
is remarkable in hiftory for an irruption of the Saxons* who> 
dwelling on the coafts of the ocean amongft inacceffible marfh- 
es, left their country in great numbers, and landing on the 
Roman territories, committed there dreadful ravages. Count 
NauneinuSy who commanded in thofe parts, endeavouring to 
make head againft them, was dangeroufly wounded, and put 
to flight. Hereupon the emperor difpatched Severus againft 

« Zouar. p. 26. Chren. Alex, p. 700. Sum. p. 706, 707. 
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them who, as he was an officer of great experience and ad- 
drefs, fo diftrefled and harralled them, that they were forced 

to fue for peace ; which was granted them, with leave to re* 
turn unmo'lcrted into their own country, after the Romans had 

picked out their beft men to fehre among their troops. But 
as they were returning, without the leaft apprehenfion of any 
dsnger, the Romans* falling upon them unexpectedly, cut them 
a 11 to a man in pieces. Though the Saxons were no -ways on ~* ***** 

their guard, yet they fought with incredible bravery, and fuch f 

prefence of mind and refblution, that vi<£tory for fome time ^ 
inclined to their fide *. Ammianus Atarcelllnus is not afliamed 
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to ftyle this black piece of treachery a fuccefeful attempt. But 
for fuch breaches of the public faith, and violations of the 
right of nations, pra&ii'ed by the Romans more frequently 
under the chriflian than the pagan princes, wc {hall fee them 
abandoned by heaven to thofe very barbarians, whom they 
thus treacheroufly endeavoured to crufh and utterly fupprefs, 
T*he Saxons were thus flaughtered, according to St. Jerom* 
and Orofius\ on the territories of tftc Pranks* at Deufona* 
fays the former, which was a ca&le on the other fide the Rhine* 
over-againft Cologne* and is how known by the name of Tuits 
or Duits. The fame year the Burgundians* to the number army of 
of eighty thou fa nd fighting men, appeared on the banks of So t ooo 
the RHine\ being invited thither by Valentinian* who main- Burgundi- 
tained a private intelligence with their kings, and had prom if- ? ns /* iff* 
ed to pafs the Rhine* and, in conjunfiion With \ them, fall™*/'*' 
upon the Alemanns* with whom they were then at variance on Kilmc » 
account of fome falt-pits. But the emperor being thus bulled 
in building the above-mentioned forts, and not caring to in- 
terrupt that work,' and join them, as he had promifed to do,' 
they put to the fword all the prifoners they had taken, and re- 
turned to their own country, highly enraged againft the em- 
peror, by whom they had been thus difappointed and deluded \ 
However, 7%eodofius* general of the horfe, to which poft he 
had been raifedfor his gallant and prudent conduit in Britain* 
taking advantage of the confternatiori the Alemanns were in,' 
made an irruption into their country,' and returned with a 
confiderable number of captives, to whom the emperor allot- 
ted lands and fettlements bh the banks of the Po b . Ammi- 
anus* in (peaking of the Burgundians* informs us ot fevcral 
particulars relating to their government and religion. He 
fcems not to doubt but they were descended from the Romans ; 

* Am mi an. I. xxviii. p. 375. Oros. 1. vu\ c. 32. 'Hier. 
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and Orojtus fpeaks of them as the defcendants of thofe Remans^ 
who were left by Tiberius and Drufus* the adopted fons of 
Auguftus* in the caftles and boroughs of Germany ; nay, he 
fuppofes them to have been named BurgundioneSj from the 
Latin word burgus* fignifying a borough «. But from the 
Word burgus they ought perhaps to hare been called Bur gia- 
nts ^ as Valeftus obferves d . Pliny the elder takes them to be 
originally a German nation, fprung from the Vindili, that is, 
as is generally fuppofed, of the Vandals *. Valefius diftin- 
gui flies the Burgundiohes of Germany from thofe of the fame 
name, who dwelt more to the eaft on the banks of the Da- 
fie great nube f. Ammianus gives us a pathetic account of the horrible 
erueities of cruelties pra£iifed this year at Rome by Maximinusi or, as 
Maximi- others ftylc him, Maximus* a man of a mod inhuman and 
bus at fcvage terhper. He was brother-in-law to Valentine or Valen- 
Rome. tinian 7 who attempted to ufurp the fovereignty in Britain 5 

but neverthclefs of a mean defcent, and by birth a barbarian* 
However, he raifed himfelf by degrees to the firlt employments 
in the ({ate. He was made firft governor of Corfica and Sar- 
dinia, and afterwards of Tufcia or Tufcarty. From the latter 
government he was preferred to the honourable employment 
of prafe&us aim oner at Rome, whofe province it was to fup- 
ply the city with provisions ; which he did at firft with great 
prudence and moderation, but in the end betrayed a moft 
cruel, inhuman, and revengeful,* temper, Which he began to da 
on the following occaiion : One Chilo % who had been vicar 
to the prefects, and his wife Maxima^ having accufed St- 
ricus 9 /f/bolius, and Campenjis 9 three perfons of mean con- 
dition, before Oiybrius\ prefect or governor of the city, 
for having, by magical pra&ices and inchantments, en- 
deavoured to take away their lives, Olybrius began* to in- 
quire into this matter ; but he falling fick, the complainants, 
impatient of delay, petitioned ind obtained, that the Caufe 
might be referred to the prafeftus amtona?, who readily un- 
dertook it, being glad of any opportunity that offered to 
fdtisfy Kl& cruel temper, no more capable of pity or modera- 
tion, fays Ammianus* than that of a wild beaft let loofe 
upon the prey. He had fcarce begun his examinations, 
wlicn he wrote to the emperor, that innumerable perfons 
were guilty of magical practices, but could not be convict- 
ed without racks arid tortures. Hereupon the emperor, 
who was himfelf naturally inclined to cruelty, appointed 

« Oios. 1. vii. c. 32. p. a 1 9. a Valii. ttr. Frtncic. 
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Maximinus vicar to the prefects in the room of AgittaciuSy and 
impowcred him by an edifit to put fuch perfons, if thought 
neccflary, to the rack, as had been by other princes exempt* 
ed from it on account of their rank, or only fubjec^ed to it in 
cafes of treafon. With Maximinus he joined jo commiflion 

<me Le* , at that time only a notary* but after wwds raifed 
to the dignity of magifier officicrum. He was by birth a 
Pannonian % of mean parentage, but no lefs blood -rthirfty, ac- 
cording to Ammuanus y than his coliegue Afiaximinus s . 
Thefe two implacable judges executed their commiuion with 
that cruelty which every one may imagine : perfons of all 
ranks and ages were dragged to their, tribunal, tortur- 
ed without mercy, and either executed HJce public ma- Pgrf 9M 0 f 
lefa&ors, or ftript of their eftates, and fent into banifhment. a /j ra nks 
Among the former were Marinusy a famous pleader, Cetbe- tortured 
gusy Paphiusy and Cornelius , all three (enators, and many and exec u- 
other eminent perfons of both fexes. Alypius, a young no- ted. 
blcman of great diftincStion, was, for a very fmall fault, fent 
into exile. Lollianusy the fon of Lampadiusy who had been 
governor of Rome in 366, and prafeftus pratorio under Con- 
Jiantius y being accufed of having copied, when he was yet 
Yery young, a book of magic, his father, finding Maximums 
inclined to condemn him to banifhment, advifed him to 
appeal to the emperor ; which he did accordingly; but Fa - 
lentinian having referred the caufe to Phalangus governor of 
B optica * who furpafied Ma xi minus htmfelf in cruelty, the 
youth was, by him fentenced to death, and publicly beheaded. 
As Maximinut continued raging without diftin&ion of fex, 
age, or condition, the fenate difpatched deputies to the em- 
peror, earneftly in treating him, as he tendered the lives of his 
innocent, fubje&s, to revoke the power he had given to Max- 
imums. Valentin} an complied with their requeft, which put 
an end for the prefent to thofe bloody executions. Maximi- 
nus was called to court, and received with great marks of 
eftccm and affection by the emperor, who two years after 
created him prefect of Gaul* in which office he continued at 
ieaft three ymn (for he was ft ill prefect in 376^;' but foon 
after put to death by Gratiarty with fome of the minifters of 
bis cruelty K 

Thi following year, when Gratian and Srx. Pctronius 
Prtbus were confuls, the emperor enacted fever.il remarkable 
laws, and among the reft one dated the eleventh of February, Laws en- 
and addrtfled to Viventius prefect of GjuI, enacting, that l\.ch a&edby 
players and comedians as (hould have received at the point of Valenriiu- 

an, 
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death the facrament mf baptifm, fliould not be obliged, if they 
fliould recover, to a£k again on the ftagc*. From this 
law it appears, that the profeflion of a player, always deemed in- 
famous among the R$mans, was under the chriflian princes, 
thought in'confiftent with chriftianity j and likewifc, that it was 
not free and voluntary, but fervile, and hereditary in certain fa* 
milies. By another law, dated the feventh of September j 
the emperor declares, that the daughters of players fhall not 
be obliged to follow the profeffion of their mothers, if they 
have behaved in any other calling fo as to deferve a good cha- 
racter k . By a third law, dated the twenty*ninth of May % 
and addrefied to the fenate, he allows the'free exercife of the 
pagan religion ; and by a fourth, dated the twenty-eighth 
of "June, feveral privileges are granted or. rcftored to the 
pagan pontiffs, and the fame honour and fefped is ordered 
to be paid to them as to the comites or counts J . It is fur- 
prifing, that an emperor, who is faid to have been not only 
an orthodox, but a zealous, chriftian, fliould have thus favou- 
red the pagan pontiffs and religion. By a law dated the feven- 
teenth of May , he exempts frpm all civil offices, fuch as had 
been admitted among the clergy bcrfore his time j but obliges 
the reft todifcharge them, notwithftanding the privileges and 
immunities granted by other princes to all ecclefiaftics. AH 
the laws enacted this year before the twenty-eighth of June> 
arc dated from Treves ? whence he removed to Cantionacum, 
a place unknown to geographers, but which mull have been 
but at a fmall diftance from Treves, fince the emperor was 
in that city on the twenty-eighth of June* and the very next 
day at Cantionacumi where he ftaid till the fifteenth of Au- 
guji. On the fixth of September he was at Mentx, probably 
on his march into the country of the Jlemanms : for this year 
he undertook an expedition againft them, hoping to (brprife 
Macrianus their king, a brave and refolute prince 5 but he, 
fie at- having received timely notice of his approach, faved himfelf 
furtrife ° ky flight ; and the emperor, greatly concerned for his difap- 
ibs kilz »f pointment, returned to Treves^ after having laid wafte the 
the Ale* country round Mentx belonging to the Alemdnm called Buci- 
manns. mhantesi to whom he gave one of their own nation, by name 

Fraotnarius, for king, who foon after exchanged his new dig- 
nity for the command of tome of his countrymen th'eh quar- 
tered in Britain. VaUntinian was returned to Treves, with 
his two generals, Severus and Tbeodofius* on the fiiicth of De- 
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cjember Ammianus Marcellinus " and St. yerom o ob Serve, 0/A*»- /*- 
among the transactions of this year, that Qfiavianus, who 
had neen proconSuI ot Africa under Julian, having concealed ofhisfe- 
himSelr, while he was purSued by the officers of juftice, in the 
houfe of an ecclefiaftic, the magi ft rates commanded the ec- 
clefiaftic to deliver him up ; which he refuting to do, was by 
the emperor's orders beheaded at Sir mi urn. The fame year 
Hymecius, who had been vicar of Rome under Julian, and 
railed by Vdlentinian to the proconfuiihip of Africa ', being ac- 
culed of evil practices (our hiftorian explains himfelf no 
farther), was brought to Ocrtcolum, about thirty miles from 
Rome, to be tried there by Ampelius, governor of that city, 
and his vicar Maximinus. A letter was produced againft 
him, written with his own hand to a pagan prieft, named 
Amantius, deiiring him to offer Sacrifices to the gods, that 
the cruel and avaricious emperor might in the end be recon-f 
ciled to him ; for part of his eftate had been already confis- 
cated for fume real, or, as Ammianus believed, fuppofed, 
crime. When this letter was produced, Hymecius, well ap- 
prifed of the cruelty of Maximinus, appealed to the emperor, 
who referred the whoie affair to the Senate, by whom Hy?ne- 
cius was baniflbed to the ifland of Boas on the coaft of Dal- 
tnatia. The emperor was highly diflatisfied with the Senate 
for not Sentencing him to death ; but did not think itadviSe- 
able to make the leaft alteration in their decree p. The 
next confuls were Modejlus and Arintheus, / during whofe ad- 
ininiftration nothing happened in the weft, which authors 
have thought worthy of transmitting to pofterity. From the 
dates of fe vera! laws it appears, that the emperor pa fled the ~ 1? 

'whole year, partly at Treves, and partly at Nazonacum, which y 
ftood at a Small diftance from that city *. • 

The next confuls were ffalentinian and Valens, both for 
the fourth time. This year Maximinus was created prefect 
of Gaul\ and the firft againft whom he exerted his new au- 
thority, was a perfon guilty of no.leSs enormous crimes than 
himfelf, viz. Remigius, who, being magi/ler officiorum, had 
Screened his kinfm«m Romanus from the punifliment due to the 
many cruelties, murders, anJ extortions which he had com- 
mitted in Africa, as we have related above. Leo, upon his 
return from Rome, where he had been joined in commiflion 
with Maximinus, being raifed to the poft of mag ijler officio- 

« Amm 1 a n. 1. xxix. p. 397. & I. xxx. p. 398. Cod. Theod. p. 
89. n Am m i an. 1. xxiii. p. 238. 8c 1. xxix. p. 396. 0 Hi- 
sr. chron. p Ammian. I. xxviii. p. 359. * Cod. Theod 
chron. p. 90 , 9 1 . 

rufiij 
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rum* Remigius* who held it before hi*n t retired to his eftate 
in the neighbourhood of Mentz* his native city, to lead there 
a retired life. But Maximinus* defpifing him now that he was 
out of power, feized and put to the rack one of his domeftics, 
by name C<efarius* in order to make him difcover the evil 
practices of his matter, and what tyms he had received of Re- 
Remigius msnus to defend and fupport him at court. This Remigius 
mnd Pal la- no fooner underftood, than, overcome by fear, he ftrangled 
diu% the liimfelf, to , a void a public and more ignominious death r . 
mccomplices Palladius* who was no lefs guilty than Remigius* had been, it 
sfRoma.- feems, difgraced before, fof fome other mifdemcanour, though 
Tkm>ftran- j )e a fen bed his misfortune chiefly to bis having impofed upon 

the emperor in an affair of fuch importance. Of this Ifalentinian 
Jtfoes. fome fufpicion, and therefore ordered him to be arretted ; 

but while the folJiers who guarded him were paffing the 
night (no doubt the eve of fome feftival) in a church, he ended 
his life in the fame manner as Remigius hid done his f . Rq- 
fnanns hiinfelf was then under arreft, for having, by his unac- 
countable conduit, driven Firmus a Maerijh* pfince, to revolt. 
Theodofius* who was fent to fupprefe the rebellion, had feized 
Romanus with all his domeftics and papers, among which 
were found fome relating to the affair of Leptis. Upon this 
Pailadius had been arretted ; but both he and Remigius having 
laid violent hands on themfelves, Remanus was fome time af- 
ter fee at liberty, and the matter dropped for the prefent, but 
refumed under Gratian* when Romanus was convided of 
high mifdemeanours ; but nevexthelcfs, by the intereft of 
Merabaudus* allowed to come to court to plead his own 
caufe before the emperor <• What was the iflue of this af- 
fair, we are no- where told. . Firmus* whom we have 
mentioned above, was the fon of Nub el* the matt power- 
ful of all the Moerijb princes, who looked upon him, 
though fubjed* to the Remans* as their king and fovcreign. 
jfcje left feveral funs behind him, and among the reft Firmus and 
Zamma. The latter being privately murdered by his brother 
Firmus* Romeinus* with whom Zamma lived in great inti- 
macy, to revenge the death of his. friend, did all that lay in 
his power to incenfe the emperor againft Firmus* being back- 
ed therein by his kinfman Remigius* then tnagijfler ojficiorum* 
(Hereupon Firmus* apprifed of the danger that threatened 
him, and no longer able to bear the haughty and infolent be- 
haviour of Romanus* and the officers of the army, refolved 
to revolt in his own defence ; and accordingly, having ani- 

1 Ammian, 1, x*x. p. .417. f Idem, I. xxviii. p» 381. Se U 
xxix. p. 399. 1 Idem, I. xxviii. p, 381, 382. 

mated 



Chap. 27, The Roman tJiftory. 535 

mated the other Moorijb nations to (hake off the yoke* tinder 

which they had long groaned, he aflumed the purple and the 
other enfigns of royalty, with the title of king ; a Roman tri- Firmiis 
bune, Who had taken part with him, laying his collar upon revolts in 
the head of the new king inftead of a diadem «. Some and- Africa, 
quaries will have this to be the Firmusy who, on an antient 
dal, bears the title of Augujius f ; but their opinion is re- 
jected by others. Firmus 9 finding himfclf in a fliort time at 
the head of a co nfiderable body of Moorsy who flocked to 
him from all quarters, ravaged the provinces of Africa and 
Mauritania without 6'ppofition, and even made him felf maf- 
ter of Cgefare&i now jf/ger 9 the metropolis of Mauritania J a * es J 
GafafienfiSy where he found a corifiderabie film belonging to 
the exchequer, but left in the hands of the magi ft rates of ° t iJ* a 
that city. The officers of the treafury fued the magiftrates * C * * 
for the money which had been left with them in truft ; but 
were ordered by the emperor to drop the profecution ^Clemens y 
bifhop of the place, having prevailed upon him to iflue that 
order, and by that means faved his country from certain ruin z . 
The famous SjthmachuSy of whom hereafter, wrote on this 
occafion to TitianuSy then vicar of Africa^ prefling him to 
caufe the order which the bifhop had obtained to be put in 
execution *. FirmUs took likewife the city of Rucatay be- 
trayed to him', as was believed, by the bifhop of the Donatijisy 
upon his promifing not to moleft any of that feci b. The 
Donatijfs looked upon Firmusy riot as' an ufurper, but a 
lawful prince ; whence they were in thofe parts ftyl'ed Fir* 
fhiani *. The emperor was no fooner informed of the revolt 
of Firmusy than he difpatched againft him Tbeodofius^ the 
Left general of his time, with the troops that were quartered Theodo- 
in Pannonia and Upper Mae fay and a detachment out ofthofe fiu5 ''/"* 
that attended the court, and were thence called eomitatenfes. a & au, J* 
Tbeodbfius erribarqued at Aries in the latter end of the year tm ' 

or the beginning of 37J, and having had a favourable 
jiaffifge, landed foon after at a place called Igitgitanum in 
Mauritania Sitifcnjis. His firft care, upon his arrival, was to 
tfrfeft Romanusy who, by his haughty and arbitrary conduct,' 
Had, as it were, forced the Moors to revolt. Firmusy in the Firmus 
rnean time, hearing that fo renowned a Commander was fent preundt t$ 
dgainft hiifn, began to defpair of fuccefs j and thereupon dif- fab/nit. 
patched deputies to Tbeodojius^ declaring, that he had been 

■ Idem, I. xxx. p. 429- Oros. 1. vii. c. 33. Zos. I. iv. p. 
744. * Spa mi. I. vii. p. 599; * Cod Theod. tit 6. p. 
J89. Svmeach. I. i.epift. 5*. p. 39. * S'tm. ibid. * Av- 
oirs*, ep. 164. p. zSG. « Idem in p*r, 1. u c. i6' 9 11. 
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in a manner forced to revolt ; that he did not pretend to juf- 
tify what he had done, but, on the contrary, was ready to 
fubmit, and quit the enfigns of royalty, provided the emperor 
would forget .his paft conduct. Tbeodofius, thinking it ad- 
vifcable to admit of his fub minion and excufe, allured him of 
his pardm, upon his delivering up to him fomc of the chief 
men among the Moors* by way of hoftages. This Firmus 
promifed to do $ but as he put off from day to day the execu- 
tion of his promife, Theodojius, fuipe&ing his fincerity, march- 
ed from Panchariana, the place of the general rendezvous, to 
Hubufuptius, in the neighbourhood of mount Ferratus^ where 
Mai bezel, brother to Firmus , lay encamped with a confidera- 
ble body of Moors? rte was there met by a fecond embafly 
from Firmus ; but* as the deputies brought no hoftages along 
Th od w *'k tnem > n ? wou '4 not fo much as admit them to his pre- 
kas defeats ^ nce » Dut ^ unexpectedly upon the Tyndenfes and Mafi- 
fame na- ni Jf en J^ s \ two Moortjh nations, commanded by Mafcezel ; 
thns in al- an( J nav * n g defeated ihem with great (laughter, he laid wafle 
Uaneenuith tne c 9^ntry, razed the cattle of Petrai which had been late- 
ly built, and made himfelf matter of another ftrong-hold^ 
which he made choice of for a magazine, (taring it with all 
forts of provisions, that they might be nearer at hand, in cafe 
he (hiould think fit to penetrate farther into the country. In 
the mean time, Mafcezel, having rallied his broken forces, 
ventured a fecond engagement, in which he was attended 
with no better fuccefs than in the former, great numbers of 
His troops being cut off, and he himfelf narrowly efcaping. 
Hereupon Firmus (exit at laft the promifed hoftages, and with 
them fome biihops to intercede with Theodofius in his behalf* 
The Roman general received them with the utmoft civility 
and refpedt, and upon their promifing in the name of Pirmus, 
that the booty and prifoners he had taken (hould be reftored, 
and the Roman army fupplied with provifions, he granted a 
general pardon to him and all his followers ; which fo encou- 
raged the Moor, that he came irtperfon to vtMonTbeodojtusi 
and, bewailing his folly and ralhnefs, promifed to make 
amends for both by his future conduct and fidelity. Tbeo- 
dofius received him in a moft obliging manner, gave him all 
the encouragement he expected or defired, and difmifled him 
extremely pleafed with his reception. Firmus* at his depar- 
ture, left fpme of his relations behind him for hoftages ; and 
two days after delivered up to the Romans a place called lco- 
Jtum* with the prifoners, military enfigns, and the booty he 
had taken. From thence Thoodojius advanced to Tipa/ai 
where he was met by the embafladors of the Marias, a na- 
tion inhabiting the eaftcrn parts of Mauritania Cmfarionfin 
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who had joined Firmui in his revolt. They came to fubmit 
in the name of the whole nation, and to beg pardon for their 
revolt 5 but Theodofius returned them no other anfwer, than 
that their perfidy deferved to be puniihed with the utmoft 
feverity. From Tipafa he proceeded to C*farea % now A/ger 9 
which Firmus had taken in the beginning of the rebellion, 
and delivered up to be plundered by his foldiers. There he But pre- 
received certain intelligence, that Firmus was preparing un- fares fir 
der-hand for war ; that he had never had any real intention. >w. 
of concluding a peace with the Romans ; and that he only 
watched an opportunity of falling upon them at the belt ad- 
vantage. Hereupon Theodofius, leaving at Cafarea the fir ft 
and fecond legions, who were to repair the fortifications, 
and fecure it in the beft manner they could againft any far- 
ther attempts of the enemy, marched to Sugatarri* a town 
of Mauritania Cafarienfts, where he furprifed a Roman co- 
hort, who had joined the rebels. Their tribunes he put to 
death ; but contented himfclf with condemning the common 
foldiers to the meancft offices in the army. From thence he 
advanced farther into the country ; and having made himfclf 
mailer of Gaionatis and Tingitanum, two places of grei* 
ftrength, he pailed the mountain Ancorarius, and entering ,j« 
the country of the Mazices, gained a fignal victory over them. ^ us . " 
They made at firft a vigorous reiiftance ; but were at length grgJFad- 
utterly defeated, and almoft all put to the fword- But, not- vantages 
withftanding this victory, the Moors poured down upon him wrr 
from all quarters in fuch multitudes, that he thought it ad- tonfede* 
vjfeable to retire, rather than to penecrate farther into the rates. 
country, his army be.ing only three thoufand five hundred 
ftrong. But the enemy, apprifed of his defign, not only har- 
raflcd h\m inccffantly on Lis march, but, by ftopping up all 
the panes, cut car his retreat; infomuch, that the who]« 
army muft inevitably have pertfhed, had not the Moors un- 
expectedly betaken themfclves to flight, and left the pailcs 
open, at the fight of a great body of their own countrymen, 
whom they miftoojc, obferving feme Raman deferters at their 
head, for a reinforcement coming to relieve Theodofius. The 
Romans % having thus, by a happy miftal^, c leaped death or 
flavery, retired in good order to Muzucanum, and from 
thence to Tipafa* where Theodofius, reflecting on the porture 
t*f his affairs, refolved to manage the war after another man- 
ner, and to try, whether he could, by menaces or promifes, 
prevail upon the nation? in alliance with Firmus to make a 
Separate peace, and deliver him up to the Romans. With 
this view he Jilpatched cmbafladors to the fcvcral nations that 
h*tl joined him s which Firmus, who was well acquainted 
Vox. XV. Y y y W«b 
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Firmut with the fickle temper of the Afoers, no fooner underftood, 
abandons than, dreading the iflue of fuch negotiations, he abandoned 
bh army, his army ; and, taking the advantage of a dark night, re- 
wtdfliet to tired privately to the mountains called Caprarienfes? which, 
thg Ifa- by rea fon of the rocks and precipices, were deemed inaccef- 
flcnfes. fiy e . The multitude, ftruck with amazement at his unex- 
pected flight, and now without a head, foon diiperfed ; and 
Theodofsus? feizing their camp, made himfelf mailer of the 
neighbouring countries, without the leaft oppofirion, placing 
fuch governors over them, as had given him evident proofs 
their fidelity. He then marched without delay in pur- 
fuit of Firmus? who, as he was informed, had taken of 
jfan&uary in the country of the Ifaflenfes. That warlike na- 
tion refuting to deliver him up, feveral battles were fought, 
in one of which Mazaca y Firmus's brother, was taken pri- 
soner ; but died the fame day of the wounds he had received. 
Evafius? a perfon of great authority among the Ifafienfes? and 
his fon Florus fell likewife into the hands of the Romans ; and 
as they had been remarkably zealous in the caufe of Firmus? 
they were both, by Theodofius 1 's orders, burnt alive. The 
W?jo are Romans? overpowered with numbers, were often reduced 
defeated by to great ftraights ; but having in the end utterly defeat- 
Theodo- ed the enemy in a battle which lafted from morning to 
fius. night, fome nations, that had joined the Ifaflinfis? began to 

be weary of the war, and defert them. Hereupon Igmazen? 
prince of the country, finding himfelf abandoned by his allies, 
and no-ways in a condition to make head againft the Ra- 
mans with his own forces alone, privately agreed with 7 bee* 
dojius to betray Firmus into his hands, and accordingly or- 
dered him to be fecured, while he was preparing to make 
Firmus c ^ ca P c- ^ ut firmus? to avoid the difgrace of the punifh- 

firanzUs mcm * which he apprehended from the Romans? ftrangled 
himfelf. himfelf whiJe his guards were aflcep, to the great grief of 

Igmazen? who iiad propofed to ingratiate himfelf with the 
Romans, by carrying him alive to their camp. However, he 
immediately fent the body to Theodofius? who received it 
with great joy, and foon after returned to Sitifis, which 
city he entered in a kind of triumph. The feveral Moorijh 
nations that had fided with Firmus fent deputies to fue for 
peace; which Tbeodcjius readily granted them, upon their de- 
livering up to him fomcof their leading men, whomhecaufed 
to be put to death <J. In this war Giido? one of Firmus's 
brothers, took party with the Romans? and gavefignal proofs 
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of his fidelity ; but afterwards revolted under Honorius, and 
was attended with no better fuccefs than his brother. When 
the war was ended, Tbeodofius wrote to Symmacbus ; but 
in his letter he fpoke only in general terms of his vi (Story, 
referring him to public fame for a more particular account 
of it. Symmachus, in his anfiver, commends his modefty, 
which to him feemed the more worthy of praife, as Tbeodofius 
was no left qualified for writing than fighting r . 

The following year, when Gratian was conful the third Cruelties 
time with Equitius, many eminent perfons of both (exes were exercifedat 
cruelly racked and put to death by Simplicius, vicar of Rome, Rome by 
who being raifed to that employment by the intereft of Max't- Simpliciu* 
minus, put, under various pretences, all thofe to death to 
whom his patron bore the leaft grudge, and among the reft 
Aginacius, a patrician of an illuftrious and antient family, 
who had been confular or governor of Byzacene under Julian , 
and vicar of Rome in the prefent reign. He was accufed of 
adultery ; and though the informer could not make good the 
charge, yet he was fentenced to death, and executed with 
Aneffia, a lady of great diftin&ion, who, being accufed of the 
fame crime, had impeached Aginacius, hoping by that meant 
to ingratiate htfrfelf with Simplicius, and efcape the danger 
that threatened her f . As for the emperor he parted the win- 
ter at Milan, as appears from the dates of feveral laws, but 
was again at Treves on the twenty-firft of May, and the 
twentieth of June From thence he marched into Germa- 
ny ; and', after having ravaged the country bordering on the 
Rhine, returned to Bajle, in the neighbourhood of which 
city he ordered a fort to be built named Robur ; from 
this fort we find a law dated the tenth of July u . While 
the emperor was encamped there, news was brought, that the Quzdi 
Sjhtadi had with great violence broken into Illyricum, upon and§*x- 
the following provocation : Valentinian, perhaps over-careful tnatians 
in fortifying the borders cf the empire, had ordered fomc break into 
forts to be built beyond the Danube, in the territories of the Illyricum. 
*%uadi, who, alarmed thereat, prevailed upon Equitius, then 
general of the troops in Illyricum, to fufpend the work till 
he received further orders from the emperor, to whom 
they had fent fome of the chief men of their nation to com- 
plarin of that violence. But in the mean time, Maximinus^ 
prefect of Gaul, upbraiding Equitius with cowardice and ir- 
rcfolutino, bragged that, in fpitc of the ^itadi, the forts 

r Stm. 2. x cpift. i. p. 3S9. r Amu r a w. 1. xxviii. p. 
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fhould be foon fimfhed, provided his fon Marcellianus* though 
yet very young, was but created duke of Valeria + a province 
of Jllyricum. Marcellicnus being accordingly advanced to 
that dignity, upon his arrival in Ilfyricum, ordered the work, 
which had been for fome time difcontinucd, to be carried on 
a- new, without taking the leafi notice of the complaints of 
the £>uadL Hereupon Gabinius* their king, came in perfon 
to wait upon him, intrcating him, with the greateft modefty 
and refpcc*r. imaginable, not to give any motives of jealoufy 
or mifunderftanding between his people and the fubje&s of 
/ a ,n i"V the empire. Marcellianus received him in a very obliging 
QuLfi ' nianner j and pretending to hearken to his juft remonftranccs, 
murdered invited him to a banquet, during which he caufed him, with- 
by the Ro- out an 7 regard to the facred laws of hofpitality, or the rights 
mans. of nations, to be inhumanly murdered. This black piece 

of treachery alarmed and incenfed both the 2>uadi and their 
neighbours the Sarmatians, who, flying to arms, patted the 
Danube in the utmoft rage ; and falling upon the reapers, it 
being then harveft-time, cut mod of them in pieces, laid 
wade the country to a great diftance, and returned loaded 
The Quadi with an immenfe booty. In this confufion, Conftantia % 
invade (he daughter of Conjiantius* who was then paffing through 
Pannonia, [Uyyicum, in order to be married to Gratian y had fallen into 
andcommit t j )e j r n3nc j Sj had not Meffala > governor of the province, 
rea Jul w j jo attcru j c d her, put h cr j mo a c hariot in great hafte, and 
ravages. convC yed her with all poffible fpeed to Sirmium *\ Conftantia 

was born after the death of her father, and therefore was at 
that time in the thirteenth or fourteenth year of her age 
She is ftyled on the anticnt coins Flavia Maxima Conftan- 
tia. Probusj the prefect of JIIyricum 9 redded then at AVr- 
rnium ; but as he was a man of no courage, though defcended 
of an illuftrious family, he was fo alarmed at the report of 
the many murders and unheard-of cruelties committed by the 
incenfed enemy, that he had already provided himfelf with 
fwift horfes to make his efcape ; but being with much-ado 
prevailed upon to flay, more out of regard to his own fafety, 
than the public good, he took all imaginable care to put the 
city in a condition to withftand the efforts of the barbari- 
ans j who thereupon, inftcad of laying liege to it, rcfolved 
to purfuc Equitiusj whom they looked upon as the chief au- 
thor of the murder of their king. He had fled into Valeria* 
and thither they followed him, committing dreadful ravages 
in the countries through which they paflcd. In their way 
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they met two legions, the Pannonlan and the Mac fan, who 
had been fent to oppofe them, and were of fufficiene ftrcngth 
to reftrain their fury, had they not fallen into an unfeafo- 
nable contention about precedency, each of them claiming 
the honour of charging the firft. The barbarians, apprifed 
of their difagreement, without waiting for the fignal of 
battle, fell firft with great fury upon the Marfan legion, be- 
fore they had time to put thcmfeJves in a pofture of defence ; YheyJefeai 
and having cut moil of them in pieces, attacked, and in two Ro- 
like manner put to the fword, the other legion, only a fmall mxalegkm 
number of them by flight efcaping death or captivity y . 
Thus all the open country was abandoned to the barbarians, 
the Romans remaining matters only of the fortified places, where 
they committed, fays Zo/imus *, as great diforders as the bar- 
barians themfelvcs in the other parts. But the Sarmatians, 
having entered Upper Mcefa^ were repulfed with incredible * . ar * 
daughter by Theodoftus^ afterwards emperor, but at that time m V^jfa 
very young, and only duke of Mcefa. The barbarians who 'r^ eo ^J^ 
were infinitely fuperior to them in number, thought to have ^ 
over-powered Him j but he, with a courage and conduct 
far above his years, made fuch a dreadful havockof them, as 
to fatiate with the bodies of the flain, to ufe the exprefiion 
of Ammianus^ the birds of prey, and the moft ravenous among 
the wild beafts a . The Sarmatians y defpairing of fuccel's a- 
gain ft fo brave a leader, fent deputies to fue for peace ; which 
they obtained, and for feme time obferved, being kept int 
awe by fome troops, which Valentinian had fent into ////-.. 
ricum upon the firft notice of the irruption of the barbari- 
ans into that province. He was for leaving Gaul 9 and 
marching in perfon againft them : but as the autumn was 
already far fpent, and Macrianus king of the Alemanns % with 
other princes, fecmed ready to break into Gaul upon the de- 
parture of the emperor, he was with much-ado prevailed up- 
on to put off his march to a more convenient feafon. How- 
ever, as he was determined to leave Gaul early in the tyring, 
and march into Illyricum* he invited Macrianus y whofe valour 
he chiefly dreaded, to an interview in the neighbourhood of 
Mtntz. Macrianus complied with his invitation, and though 
at firft he betrayed a great deal of pride in feeing his friendfliip q-; Jg 
thus courted by the Roman emperor, yet in the end he ac- ror C0Hm 
ceptcd the advantageous terms that were offered him, and eludes* 
continued to his deaih a faithful friend to the Romans*. He was peace «vi:& 
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in the end killed by Merobaudes king of the Franks, whole 
dominions he had invaded «. [Talent ini an, having thus con- 
cluded a peace with the brave king of the Alemams, returned 
to Treves* where he parted the winter d ; and the following 
fpringfrt out from thence for Illyricum* attended bjr his wife 
Ju/lina and Vaientinian her eldeft fon. Gratian was left at 

Treves, with a numerous body of troops, to keep the German 
nations in awe. The prefent year 375, is marked in the 
fajii thus ; the year after the third confuljhip of Gratian and 
his collegue Equitius. St. Jerom writes, that no confuls were 
named this year, on account of the difturbances raifed in Pan- 
nonia by the Sarmatians*. The emperor was ftill at Treves on 
the ninth of April f j but left that city foon after*. He was 
met on his march by embafladors from the Sarmatians, 
who throwing themfelves at his feet, earncftly intreated him 
not to give credit to the reports that had been fpread abroad 
concerning the ravages and cruelties faid to have been com- 
mi tied by thofe of their nation; they a flu red him, that, upon 
examination, he would not find them guilty of the crimes 
that were by their enemies urged againft them; The empe- 
ror anfwered, that he would determine nothing for the prefent; 
but lufpend his judgment till his arrival in thofe parts, which 
had mod fuffered by their late irruption. Having thus dif- 
mifled the embafladors, he purfued his march j and arriving 
in Iltyrieum*, took up his quarters at Carnuntum* once a flourifh- 
ing city, but then in decay. Moft geographers take it to be 
the city of Hainhurgh on the Danube in Aujlria* about thirty- 
three miles eaft of Vienna* The emperor chofe it, as 
being moft conveniently fituated for the defence of the coun- 
try, and continued there three months, making the neceflary 
preparations for his intended expedition againft the £htadi and 
Sarmatians h . He was ftill at Carnuntum on the twelfth of 
Augujh. Ammi units blames him for not inquiring how Ga- 
btmtts kingof the Quadi came to be murdered, nor punifhing 
thofe, who, through treachery or cowardice, had abandoned 
the defence of the frontiers ; both which things were expected 
from a prince of his exad-tnefs and verity w. Probtts the 
preiedt was the only perfon a^unft whom he ftiewcd any re- 
fentment j for he, to flitisfy the avarice of the emperor, had, 
according to Atnmlanus^ opprcflcd the people committted to 
his care in a manner hardly to he cxprcflcd, putting to death, 
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banShing, or condemning to dungeons, the mod wealthy a- 
jnong them, that he might leize their eftates ; infomuch, 
that all the perfons of rank in the country, dreading the ava- 
rice and unheard-of cruelties of their governor, had privately 
difpofed of their effedts, and abandoned their country. All 
this the emperor learned ofaphilofopher, by name Ipbicfes, who 
had been fent by the Epirots his countrymen, to thank Pro- 
bus for his prudent and mild adminiftration. The emperor, 
informed of the errand on which he was fent, afked him, 
whether his countrymen were really fatisfied with their go- 
vernor? and whether their thanks and commendations were 
iincere ? They thank and commend him, anfwered frankly 
the philofopher ; but with tears in their eyes, and fore againft 
their will. Hereupon Valentinian made a ftri& inquiry imp 
his conduct, and, finding him guilty of moft enormous extor- 
tions, and unheard-of barbarities, refolved to depofe him » 
fcut was prevented by death from putting his defign in execu- 
tion l . Thus Ammianus. But St. ferom writes, that Illyri- 
cum was plundered, and tyrannically opprefled, by Equitius 9 
without fo much as mentioning Probus ™ ; and Ammianus 
himfelf owns, that Leo, then magifler officiorum, exafperated 
the emperor againft Probus, hoping to be made prefefl in his 
room °. Probus wasdefcended from one of the moft illuftri- 



An 



ous families in Rome* and reckoned amojigft his anceftors the ^/ *~ 
emperor Marcus Aurelius. The families of the Probi, of the p'-^ 
Am city and of the Olybrii, were, according to St. Jerom°, ■ 
jiufonius and Prudentius the moft confpicuous in Rome. 
Probus, who had embraced the chriftian religion, with his 

whole family?, Ii vea * ' m great intimacy with St. Ambrofe, the 
celebrated bifhop of Milan. When the latter was by the empe- 
ror appointed governor of Liguria and JEmilia, Probus,'\t\ taking 
his leave of him, gave him the following memorable advice : 
Acquit yourfelf in your office, not like a governor, but like a 
hi/hop*. St. Ambrofe was then by profeifion a pleader or ad- 
vocate* Probus was firft proconful of Africa in 358, after- 
wards four times prefect of Italy or Gaul, and in 371, G ra- 
ttan's collegue in the confulfhip. He was no lefs famous for 
his wealth, than his birth and employments ; for he is faid to 
to have owned immenfe pofleffions in all the provinces of the 
empire l . Paulinus Diaconus tells us, that two Par fan 
lords of great diftin&ion, being come to Milan to vifit St. 
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Jmbrofe* went from thence to Rom* 9 on purpofe to behold 
Che grandeur and pomp in which Probus lived u . He died, 
as appears from Claudian y before the end of the year 394', 
being then in the fixtieth year of his age*, after having re- 
ceived the facrament of baptifm; and was buried in a magni- 
ficent monument near the church of St. Peter at Rome, of which 
monument fome remains were ftili to be feen in the time of 
pope Nicolas V *. Several letters written to him by 8ym- 
ntactwshave reached ouf times and a poem addreffed to him 
by Aufonius in 272. Ammianus commends him in fevcrai 
places of his hiftory , but more frequently taxes him with great 
vices, perhaps becaufe he profeffed the chriftian religion *. 
Claudian* though a pagan as well as Ammianus 9 highly com- 
mends him ; but it is in a panegyric on his children ». Both 
-writers agree in extolling his generality. His wife Proba y 
named in the ancient infcriptions Anicia Faltonia Proba, was 
no lefs eftccmed on account of her birth and extraordinary 
qualities, than her hufband, being adorned with every virtue 
becoming her fex, and defccnded from the Antcian family, e- 
quailed by CaJJtodorus b , St. Aujiin « t St. Jerom d , and St. 
Ambrofc % to the imperial families. Some of her anceftors 
bore the firft employments in the times of the republic ; and 
one of them is faid to have been honoured with a triumph 
for reducing lllyricum *. Amnion us 1 and Zojimus h take no- 
tice of their immenfe wealth ; and St. Jerom* writing to 
D (.nutrias the grand-daughter of Probus (ays, that it was the 
peculiar prerogative of her family to pofleft riches, and defpife 
them Anicitts Juliamts* on whom Symmachus beftows great 
encomiums k , was the firft Roman fenator that embraced the 
\ hrifl-ian religion Ammtanus obferves, that, in the reign of 
Govfiantiusy the Anicians bore the chief fway in Rome 

But to refume the thread of our hiftory: Valentinian? 
Fauftinus during his ftay at Carnuntum y caufed Faujiinus* nephew to 
executed. Viventius* a few years before prefect of Gaul y to be firft in- 
humanly racked, and afterwards publicly executed, being ac- 
cufed of magical practices, and of having anfwered one iV7- 

« Am bros. vit. p. 83. w Claud, de confulat. Olyb. & 

Prob. p. 2. * Da row. ad aim. 395. *Sym. 1. iii. p» 

piit .50—55. p. 36. 56 Amm iAn. 1. xxvii. p. 352, 353. F. 

yxviii. p. 362. 1. xxxii. p* 425, 424. a Claud, ibid. 

6 Cass i od. 1. x. cp. 12. p. 162. « Aw gust, ep. 179. p. 305. 
4 Hi e r. ep. 1 1. p. 162. c Amh ep. 33. p. 263. f Au- 

aoK. p. 422. K Amm t ak. 1. xvi. p. 68. * Zos. 1. vi. p. 
$z2. 1 Hi er. cp. 8. p. 6S. ^SvM.p. 299. j Pru0. 
In Sym. 1. i. p. sat. "'Amah an. I. xvi, p. 68. 

grin its, 



Chap. 27. Tk* Roman Hiftory. f 45 

grinuiy defiring him in jeft to make him a notary, Makt me 
firji emperor. They were joking; but the joke coft both of 
them their lives. From Car nun turn the emperor difpatched 
Merobandes and count Sebajilan^ with a party of foot, to lay 
wafte the enemy's country, while he, with the main body of 
the army, advanced to Acincum, now Gran-> or, as others will 
have it, Bud a in Lower Hungary *• There he parted the Valentim- 
Danube, and having ravaged the enemy's country far and an ravages 
near, deftroying all with fire and fword, he returned to Acin- tkeetuaerp 
cum, when the autumn was already far advanced. ht'u\^ e f i/9e 
defirous to find out fome convenient winter-quarters in that Qu adl 
frozen clinjate, he proceeded from thence to Sal/aria , now 
Servar ; but that place notanfwering his expectation, he pur- 
fued his march along the Danube to Bregetio, which fome 
take to be a village now called Bregnitx, and others a place 
in the ifle of Scbut, where the prefent city of Komare (lands, 
or a little below that of Markelha%> o. There he gave audi- 
ence to the embaftadors of the £>ttadi> come to fue for pence ; 
but while he was fpeaking to them with great warmth, and 
threatening to extirpate their whole nation, he all on a Hidden 
fell to the ground, as if his life and voice had failed him at 
qnce. He was conveyed into his chamber by thofe who at' 
tended him, where he was feized with convulfion fits, and 
violent contortions of all his limbs, in the agonies of winch he R*d'* l f*d m 
expired on the fcyenteenth of November of this year 375, in the 
fifty- fifth year of his age, after having reigned tweive years, 
wanting an hundred days Victor writes, that he died of a 
furfeic St. Jeram afcribes his death to a violent vomiting of 
blood r . Socrates tells us, that being affronted at the meannefs 
and beggarly appearance of the embafladors of the Ofyuadi, he 
afked them, if their country afforded men of no better quality 
to appear before him ? They an fevered, That the firft men in 
the nation were in h is prefence. Hereupon he fell into a great 
paffion, upbraiding their whole nation with arrogance, for pre- 
suming to infult the majefty of the Roman emperor and people. 
F{j delivered this with fo much heat and violence, that, tiig 
veins burfting, he was inftantly fuffbeated in his own blood*". 
The reader will find in Socrates part of the fpcech winch Several* t- 
he made, or is fuppofed to have made, to the embulliulors 1 . mCffl *, % . e 
His death was prefaced, according to Ammianus, by fcv_.-i <•*«//'*{ 
qmens : A blazing ftar, which, in the opinion of that writJt, Valentin? 
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ever forebodes the death of fome great perfonage, had apr 
peared a few days before : at Sirmium the palace, court, and 
forum, were confumed by lightning: the night before he 
died, he faw, or imagined to fee, his wife then abfenr, 
fitting by him in a melancholy pofture and in a mourn* 
ing drefs, with her hair difhevelled. This Ammianus 
takes to have been his genius forfaiting him °. On the 
day he died, his horfe, while he was about to mount, rearing 
with great fury, his Jirator or equerry, Arriving to place the 
cm ^ror in the faddle, happened to give him a blow ; which 
he relenting, with his ufual brutality, ordered the equerry's 
hand to be cut off ; but Cerealis, tribunus ftabuli, or mafter 
of the horfe, put off the execution of fo cruel and unjuft an 
order at the peril of his own life The year before, the 
Tiber overflowed its banks, and laid all the lower parts of Rome 
under water, the inhabitants being obliged to fave themfelves 
upon the hills, where they had periftied with hunger, had not 
Claudius, prefe<£t of the city, fent them a feafonable fupply 
of provisions in boats. Thefe overflowings of the Tiber were 
generally looked upon as the forerunners of fome public dif- 
aiter. i 'he body of the deceafed emperor was embalmed, and 
fent to Conjlantinoph, to be interred there amongft the other 
chriftian princes. It arrived in that city on the twenty-eighth 
of December of the enfuing year 376* but was not buried till 
the twenty-firrr of February of the year 382, when Theodo- 
fins paiJ it that Lift duty *. Some pretended in 1 174, to have 
difcovcrcd his body at Andernaeh on the Rhine ; but it is evi- 
dent from hiftory, that he was buried at Conftantinople. As 
to his chara&er, Ammianus taxes him with feveral vices. He 
was, according to that writer, naturally inclined to cruelty, 
punuhing even the fmalleft faults with the utmoft fe verity, and 
fu fieri ng his mini tiers, or rather encouraging them, to cxer- 
cifc unheard -of cruelties. He was covetous to a great de- 
gree, uling all poluble methods to raife money j which, how- 
ever, fome excufe in him, as he found, on his acceflion to 
the empire, the exchequer quite exhaufted by his predeceflbrs, 
efpecialiv by Julian, who had fpent immenfe fu ms in the 
Perfian war. He had a mighty opinion of his own accom- 
pliihmcnts and abilities, and therefore hated all who were e- 
minent for learning, valour, ftill in the military art, or any 
other prerogative ; nay, even fuch as had a genteel fancy in 
drefs. He pretended to be a great enemy to cowards, and 
nevcrthelcfs, on feveral occafions, betrayed more fear than was 
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becoming a man, ^vho, from his infancy, had borne arms ; 
infomuch, that his minifters, who were well acquainted with 
his temper, when he was in a paifion, and they could by no 
other means appeafe him, iifed to pretend certain intelligence 
from the frontiers, that the barbarians were up in arms, and 
ready to break into the empire j which never failed to allay 
his wrath, and make him appear, to ufe the expreffion of 
AmmianuSy as mild as ever was Antoninus Plus 7. He fuffer- 
ed himfelf to be ftrangely impofed upon by his mini Iters, re- 
pofing an intire confidence in thofe who deferved it the leaft ; 
whence the provinces were often opprefled, and the people 
reduced to beggary, while he, milled and deceived by thofe 
about him, believed they enjoyed ah intire happinefs*. Had 
he not been deceived in the choice of his minifters, fays Vi£for^ 
he would have reigned with great glory, and been ranked af- 
ter his death amongft the beft princes *. And truly he was, 
even according to Ammianus y a writer no- ways partial to him, 
or any of the chriftian princes, endowed with many excellent 
qualities ; well acquainted with the military art, and no lefs 
with the art df governing ; careful in protecting the fubjects 
of the empire againft the incurfions of the barbarians j an ex- 
act obferver of the military difcipline; enured from his infan- 
cy to hard/hips, and no-ways biafled by favour in difpoilug or. 
the great offices. Tho* he had many relations, who, upon 
his advancement, expected great preferments, yet he employ- 
ed none of them, except his brother Va!ens y whom he 2 flu ru- 
ed for his collegue, and with whom he reigned in perfect con- 
cord. In his entertainmens he was fplendid, but not profufc > 
in his perfon comely, and welMhaped j in his converfation 
agreeable 3 of an extraordinary memory, and ready elocuti- 
on, knowing well how to accommodate himfelf to all times 
and occailons He fuffercd no places to be bought or (old 
during the wh*le time of his reign i and tho' he was often 
miftaken in the choice of his officers and minifters, yet his 
intention was to prefer only the moft deferving, and for that 
reafon he neglected his own relations. He abated the tax;:*, 
and eafed his people, as far as the ftate of his affairs would 
allow, of the heavy burdens laid upon them by his predecef- 
fors *. He was an utter ftranger to debauchery and unlaw- 
ful plcafures, which he endeavoured to reftrain by feveral ex* 
cellcnt laws d . As to his religion, in the great variety of <->- 
pinions, which at that time divided the world, he inviolably 
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adhered to the orthodox faith ; but, avoiding all difputes, he 
allowed to the reft of his fubjecfe, even to the pagans, an in- 
tire liberty of conference. He is blamed by the ecclefiaftic 
writer;, tot fufFering his brother Valens to perfecute the or- 
thodox chriftians ; but fome aUedge in his defence, that the 
condition of his affairs would not allow htm in prudence open- 
ly to oppofe Valens , fince that perhaps might have kindled a 
civil war, which, at that time, would have proved fatal to 
the empire. To conclude, he was endowed, accorJing to 
jjmnwmusi with fuch excellent qualities, that bad they not 
bean allayed with the mixture of the above-mentioned vices,' 
c.'bcciaily with that of cruelty, he had been no-ways inferior 
to the excellent emperors Trajan and M. Aureliusc Amongft 
hi> ether laws he cna&ed one add relied to Maximus vicar of 
Ro/ne-, relating to the ftature or fize of fuch as were to be 
admitted into the army, which was not to be under fix foot 
fet'en inches d. 

We fijali now proceed to the hiftory of the reign of Valens 

"in /lee* 1 * In C ' le e2 ^' which, to avoid confufion, we have thought pro- 
fa / e *aft m ^ er to f j e jj vcr fcparately, there being no other connection, 

but ti at of 'time, between the reigns and tranfa&ions of the 
two j'iinccs. After the divrfion of the provinces made at Mc~ 
iliana in the neighbourhood of Natjfus in Da eta in 364, Va~ 
lens returned to Conjlantinople,- where he enacled a law dated 
the twenty-fix; h of December, forbidding the meflengcrs of 
good news to exact, according to the abufe which then pre- 
vailed, or even to accept, any thing of the people; but al- 
lows 1 hem 10 receive what perfons of rank and fortune fhall 
think proper to o/fer them of their own accord e . The fol- 
lowing year 365, Valens was ft ill at Conjlanfinople on the 
n.neteeiith o\ March i j but foon after fet out for Syria, the 
Pe\funis being in motion, with a defign, as was apprehended, 
to break ihe peace which they had lately concluded with Jo- 
v'ui',. iking informed, as he entered Bithynia, that the Goths 
v c. c leany ro invade Thrace* he difpatched meflengers to his 
olLet-rb in tlmfe parts, warning them to be upon their guard, 
an. j put hied his march to C&farea in Cappadocia, where he 
was on li e fourth of July, and continued there till the latter 
inJ.or the fummer s . During his flay in that city, a dread- 
tul earthquake happened, which was felt in moft provinces 
or tJ.e ea.pire, and overturned feveral cities in Sicily, Palef- 
// .r, and «bove all in the illand of Crete, where the /hock was 
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mod: violent *. When Valens was upon the point of depart- 
ing from C*farea y news was brought him of the revolt of 
Procopius* who, after having paid the laft duty to the body Proeopios 
of his kinfman Julian* had privately withdrawn, through revolts* 
fear of Jovian* into Cher fane f us Taurica ; but not trufting 
thofe barbarians, arid finding himfelf deftitute even of the ne- 
cefiaries of 1 fc, he left that inhofpitable country, and return- 
ing in dilgurfe into the ternroii.es of the empire, he reached 
undiscovered the city of Chalcedon* where he was received by 
One Strategius* his trufty friend, and by him carefully con- 
cealed at his country- houfe. From thence he went frequent- 
ly in a mean drefs to Conjiantinople \ and finding that the peo- 
ple there were generally diffatisHed with the prefent govern- 
ment, .on account of the cruellies praciifed by Petronius* 
whofe daughter, Alhia Dominica* the emperor had married, 
he rciolved to improve that difiatisfaclion to his own advantage. 
Having therefore gained over an eunuch of great wealth, by 
name Eugenius* lately difg raced by fa lens , And fome of the 
officers who commanded the troops that had been fent into 
Tiorace againft the Goths* and were then quartered at Con- 
jiantinople* he boldly ventured to difcover himfelf, and lay 
before the people and foldiery the title he had to the empire, 
as being nearly related to Julian. Hereupon the officers, j n j • mcm 
whom he had gained before-hand, proclaimed him emperor j faowledg- 
and the reft, following their example, faluted him with the £i fiy tfo 
title of Augttftus* and carried him in triumph to the imperial city of 
palace, whither he was attended only by the dregs of the peo- Conltanti- 
ple. However, the next and the following days, feveral per- nople. 
fons of diftin&ion joined him, and at length the whole city 
of Conjiantinople { , The news of this revolt flruck Valens 
with fuch terror and difmay, that he was for'quitting the im- 
perial purple and refigning the empire ; but being, with pow- 
erful arguments, perfuaded by his friends not to part with the 
imperial dignity, he detached fome troops againfV his new ri- 
val, hoping to crufh him before he was in a condition to make 
any reliitance. This detachment met Procopius at Mygdus in 
Phrygian attended by a promifcuous multitude of fugitive Haves* 
defeneis, and perfons of defperate fortunes, who, upon the 
approach of the emperor's forces, put themfclves in a pollute 
of defence. But Procopius* diflruUi g their courage, while 
both parties were ready to engage, ftept loldJy forward, as if 
he defigacd to challenge one of the adverfc party to a /Ingle 
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combat ; and raking Vitalianusy one of the officers, by the 
hand, mildly upbraided him and his fellow- fold iers, for tiding 
with a Pannonian robber againft one allied to the family of 
Conftantine the Great. His fpeech made fuch a deep im- 
Heisjain- preflion upon them, that they immediately parted over to hit 
*d by a party, and, with loud acclamations faluting him emperor, car- 
forty °t *b* r jed him in triumph to the imperial pavilion k . This de- 
emperor s f e #j on brought a very feafonable accefllon of ftrength taf 
troops. Procopiust who thereupon detached a ftrong party, under the 

conduct of Rumitalca a tribune, to feize on Nice ; which they 
did accordingly without the lofs of a tingle man Valensj 
alarmed at the ufurper's unexpected progrefs, difpatched Vado- 
mantis^ formerly king of the Alemannsy to recover that im- 
portant place, while he went in perfon to lay fiege to Chalce- 
dony from which city one of his laws is dated the firft of De- 
cember •» ; but he met with fo vigorous a refinance, that ht 
VaJensei- was obliged to give over the enterprife, the befieged infulting 
liged to him from the walls as he retired, and reviling him with the 
raife the nickname of SabaiarittSy that is, Beer-drinker , fabaia being 
Jtegeof a kind of fmall drink made of barley, and common in Pan- 
Chaice- noniay where Salens was born. Rumitalcay who commanded in 
don- Nicey being informed of his retreat, fallied out with great bold- 

nefs, and bearing down all beforo him, had utterly defeated 
the emperor, had not Valensy upon timely notice of his ap- 
proach, taken a quite different route by the lake Sunonay and 
the windings of the river Gallus n . Thus was the emperor 
obliged to abandon Biihynia to the enemy, and retire with all 
expedition to Ancyra^ where he continued waiting the arrival 
of the troops which Lupicinus was leading out of the eaft to 
his ailiftancc. In the mean time, Arintheusy one of his chief 
commanders, an officer of great prowefs and renown, meet- 
ing a party of the rebels, commanded by one Hypertchius % for- 
merly an apparitor, and fcorning to enter the lifts with fuch a 
contemptible enemy, commanded, with an air of authority, 
Hyperecbius's own men to bring to him in chains their vile 
and defpicable leader ; which they did accordingly, ftruck with 
Pro coptus the awful and majeftic mien of that renowned commander 
fiixes on ^ ut » in mcan time, Procopiusy being informed, that the 
Cyzicus, mone y allotted for the pay of the foldiers who ferved in the 
andtbe* caft » was lodged in the city of Cyzicut 9 haftened thither, 
treafure laid fiege to the place, and in the end reduced it, though de- 
lodged fended with great refolution and intrepidity by Seronianur, at 

there. 

k Ammian. I. xxvi. p. 322, 324. 1 Idem, p. 325. 

• Cod. Thcod. chron. p, 75, 76. n Am mi am. ibid. So- 

t aat. I. iv. c. 8. p. 216. Amu i an, ibid. 

that 



* 



Chap. tj. The Roman Hittory. 551 

that time comes domefticorum^ who found means to make his 
cfcape, as Zofimus informs us p 5 but was afterwards taken in 
LydtOj carried prifoncr to Nice, and there by Mar callus go- 
vernor Qf the place, put to death. Procopius being, by the 
reduction of this place, become mailer of the H*llefpont> he ap- 
pointed Hormifda governor of that province, with the title of 
proconful. He was the fon of Hormifda 9 brother to Sapor 
king of Perfta* who, as we have related elfe where, had, in 
the year 323, taken refuge in the court of Conftantine the 
Greats and ever after ferved the Romans with great fidelity. 
Procopius fpent the beft part of the winter in endeavouring to 
draw over to his party the cities of AJia ; but his defigns were 
in great meafure defeated by Qlearchus vicar of that province, 
and more by his own conduct ; for having hitherto behaved 
with great moderation and humanity, he all on a fudden grew „ 
proud, haughty, and tyrannical, loading the provinces that had ' r £ ro ?** 
fubmitted to him with exorbitant taxes, tho' he knew, that ^ rann 
their averfion to Valens was chiefly owing to that prince's 
avarice. But nothing more prejudiced the people againft 
him, than his commanding the houfe of Arbetio to be ftripped 
of the moveables of ineftimable value, and of the immenfe 
riches* which that ancient and brave commander had amaffed 
under Conjlantius. He gave him this unfeafonable proof of 
his indignation, tho' he had formerly lived in great friendfhip 
with him, upon his declining to wait upon him, on account 
of his great age, and the infirmities attending it 1. The fol- 
lowing year 366, Valens* upon the arrival of the troops from 
the eaft under the command of Lupicinus 3 left Galatia* whi- 
ther he had retired from before Chalcedony and marched into 
Lycia, with a defign to put the whole to the iflue of a battle. 
As the foldiers of Procopius were greatly animated by the pre- 
fence of Fauftina^ Conjiantius** widow, and her little daughter 
Conjlantina* whom Procopius carried about with him, and often 
expofed to the view of the army, Valens* to defeat that artifice, 
prevailed upon jfrbetio* who had commanded the forces under 
Con/iantiusy and was beloved by the foldiery, to join him, not 
doubting, but the prefence and intereft of one of that prince's 
chief commanders, would draw great numbers of the re- 
bels over to his party. He was not therein deceived ; for 
the prefence of Arbetio* and the high opinion they all enter- 
tained of him, quite turned the hearts of Procopius 1 % men ; 
which Gomoarius > one of his chief commanders, being well 
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apprifeJ of, thought it advifeabl* to abandon the tyrant, and 
Procopius fubmit to Patens *. This happened, according to Zofimus, 
abandoned j n t ne neighbourhood of Thyatira in Lydia, in the heat of a 
bj fame of battle, while Pains was in imminent dagger of being utterly 
his chief defeated by the courageous behaviour and prudent condu<£l of 
°Jn cgri9 young Hormifda f . We queftion whether this can be recon- 
ciled with what we read in Ammianus . After this, Pa lens 
advanced to Sardes, and from thence to NLolia, a city of 
Phrygia, where he gave the rebels battle, the ifltie wheieof 
continued doubtful, till Agile, by nation a German, one of 
Procopius's chief commanders, with many others, went over 
Defeated, to Pa lens > which fo dilheartened Procopius, that, quitting his 
t*ke?i,and I,orfe, he fled into an adjoining wood, attended by Florentius 
put to and Barcbalbas a tribune. There they wandered about, till the 
death, moon ttiining out with great brightnefs, they began to appre- 
hend they might be difcovereJ. Hereupon Procopius' s two 
companions, leizing him to lave themfelvcs, carried him 
bound to the emperor who immediately ordered his head 
to beftruck off, and fent it to Palentinian then in Gaul*. 
Florentius and Bar ch albas were like wife put to death by 
the emperor's orders j but, in the opinion of Ammianus, 
contrary to the rules of jullice and equity : for had they 
betrayed, fays that writer, a lawful prince, their treafon had 
deierved to be punifhed with death ; but as he was a rebel and 
ufurper, they had great reafon to expect another fort of reward 
for their feafonable fervice u . Philojlorgius writes, that the 
army caufed Florentius to be burnt alive, for his cruelties to 
thofe of their party at Nice ^, he having been appointed by 
Procopius, governor of that city j but from Ammianus it is 
evident, that AJarcellus, of whom anon, and not Florentius 
was governor of that city, What Socrates writes ■ of the 
cruel deatii to which the emperor condemned Procopius, and 
like wife his two generals, Agilo and Gomoarius, tho* they had 
abandoned him before his defeat, deferves no credit, fmce 
Ammianus, whenever fpares Paicm, in difplaying with great 
minuteiiefs his other cruelties, takes no notice of this j nay, 
he tells us in exprefs terms, that Ara#es f father-in-law to 
Agiio, by his intcreit obtained his pardon, tho' he had been 
fra~fc£ius pratorio to Ptocopius y . Such was the end of this 
ufurper, in the forty -fecond year of his age, after he had borne 
the title or cmpeior for the fpuce of about ci^ht months. He 
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was put to death* according to Idatius and Socrates* on* the 
twenty feventh of May 5 but on the twentieth of June* ac- 
cording to the chronicle of Alexandria. He was born of an il- ^ 
Juftrious family Ui Cilicia* and nearly related to the emperor - _ 9 
"Julian. He was, tho* a pagan, ■> employed by Conjlantius on m f ntt att j 
account of his integrity, and ; at fed oy Julian to great employ- ^aracier. 
ments, and diftiiiguilhed with the title of count* When that 
prince fct out on his memorable expedition againft the Perji* 
a»s* he in veiled him and count Sebajhan with the command of 
a body of thirty thoufand chofen m.-n, who were to remain in 
Mefopotamia* and cover the empire on that fide againft any 
fudden irruption of the enemy «. V.ofimus writes, that he 
delivered up to Jovian the purple robe, which Julian was /aid, 
as we have related above, ro have given h»m, charging him to 
aflume it, if he mould happen to die before his return from 
Perfia *. That writer adds, that thereupon J avian gave him 
leave to retire with his family to Cajarea in Cappadocia % 
and lead there a retired life. Be that as it will, it is certain 
fron Ammianus* that he Was fent by Jovian to attenJ the 
corpfe of Julian to Tarfus ; and afterwards withdrawing, he 
kept himfelf concealed till he aflumed the title of emperor, 
which occasioned his ruin. He was, according to Ammianus*, 
a man of few words, clofe and referred ; of no mean p re- 
fence, tho* he went fomewhat (looping, with bis eyes ever fixed 
On the ground, which proceeded from hrs gloomy and melan- 
choly temper^ yet he was always avcrfe tcrtheflfedding of blood, 

Which, in the opinion of Amrni 'anus* -was a thing to be wondered 
at, confidering the- morofenefs of ! his difpofition b . Marcellus* 
governor of Nice* and : kinfman to Prbcopius* hearing of his 
death, ordered Serenianus* who was kept clofe prifoner in the 
place, to be immediately difpatched, faving, by the death of 
one man, the lives of many, fays Ammianus ; for as he was 
noted for his cruelty, and had a great afcendant over Valens* 
whoie countryman he was, it was feared, had he outlived 
the defeat of Procopius's party, he would have induced the 
emperor, too much inclined of himfelf, to revenge, and oc- 
calioncd the deflrudion of many perfons, innocent as well as 
guilty «, After this bold execution, Marcellus being inform- 
ed, that a body of Goths was marching to the am fiance of 
Procopins* and not doubting but he fiiould be able to draw 
them over ro his own party, feized on the city of Chalcedon ; 
and being aflUled by fume, whom poverty and defpair had Marcel?** 
driven into rebellion, he afi timed the purple, and caufed him- revolts > 

a Idem ibid. * Zot. 1. iv. p. 736. & Amm ias, ibid. 
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felf to be proclaimed emperor. But Valens* upon the firft 
notice of his revolt, difpatched without delay a party of chofen 
But is rnen againft: him, who, coming upon him unexpe&edly, 
taken and fcized him, and, having loaded him with chains, dragged him 
tortured to JO ^ p U ^j, c prifon ; whence he was taken out the next day, 
****** and, together with his accomplices, tortured to death d . The- 

mijliut, in his panegyric upon Valens* written a few months 
after the death of Procopius* tells us, that he- ufed his victory 
with great moderation, puni/hing only the chief authors of the 
revolt e . But Ammianus t and Zofimus * aflure us, that he 
proceeded with the utmoft feverity againft fuch as were but 
barely fufpedted of having favoured the rebels. His ears were 
open to all complaints and informations ; and few who had the 
misfortune to be accufed, were fo happy as to efcape death, 
baniihment, or confifcations, till the emperor had glutted him- 
fclf with blood, and filled his own coffers, and thofe of his 
friends likewife. He ordered the city of Ghalcedon to be dis- 
mantled, purfuant to an oath he had taken ; but the inhabi- 
tants of Nice* Nicomedia, and Con/1 ant inople, interceding in 

behalf of a city, of which the walls were its chief beauty and 
ornament, to comply at the fame time with their rcqueft, 
and his own oath, he caufed only part of the walls to be de- 
molifhed, which he immediately rebuilt with fmaller ftones, 
ordering the others to be conveyed to Conftantinople y where 
they were made ufe of to build a public bath, called the 
Thermie % or hot baths of Conftantius, if Socrates is not mis- 
taken * 5 for it is certain, that Valens built at Con/lantinople a 
public bath, bearing the name of his daughter Caroja ', 
which was ended in 375. This year the emprefs Albia Do- 

minica was on the eighteenth of January, delivered of a fon, 

named Valentinian* and fur named Galata* no doubt, becaufe 
he was born in Galatia, where Valens palled the firft months 
of this year, as we have obferved. 
Valens r/- The following year 367, Valens* hearing that a body of 
f*lwet to three thoufand Goths* who were come to the aififtance of 
make war p rocc plus, and had marched back upon the news *f his 
upon the had not yet pafTed the Danube* fent a ftrong detach- 

ment againft them, who cutting off their ret/eat, obliged 
them, notwithftanding the vigor 00s refinance they made, to 
lay down their arms, and yield themfeJvcs prifoners *. Here- 
upon Athanaric, at that time king, or rather judge, of the 
Goths, named Thervbigi (for he teems to have declined the 
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royal title), difpatcfaed embafladort to Valons % earneftly en- 
treating him to let the prisoners at liberty , and fuffer them to 
return to their own country, fince they had been fent by 
their prince, a friend and ally of the Romans* to the aifift- 
ance of a Roman emperor. The embafladors, after having 
delivered this meflage, produced a letter from Procopius to their 
m after, wherein he aflurcd hirn, that the empire belonged to 
him as the kinfman of Conftantius* and the heir of the great 
Conftantine*% family* Valens returned, it feems, no anfwer to 
the embafladors ; but fent Viftor* then magijltr equitum, or 
general of the horfe, to complain in his name of Athanavic* 
for affifting a rebel againft h s lawful fovereign. The Goths 
anfwered, that they had looked upon Pvocopius as the kinf- 
the man of Gonflantine* and heir of his family, adding, that it 
was not their bufinefe to examine, whether he was, or was 
not, a lawful prince ; and that, if they were therein deceived, 
the emperor ought to forgive them, fince their counfcls had 
been influenced by what appeared to them juft and equitable. 
They could not, however, obtain the deliverance of their pri- 
foners, VaUm y who had no other enemy at that time to divert 
htm, being defirous to humble that powerful nation '. jSm- 
ptianus thinks he had juftice on his fide m ; but Eunapius 
will not take upon him to decide whether he had or no 
This war was likely to prove very dangerous, the Goths be- 
ing then very powerful, and befides, elated with the great 
advantages they had gained over the neighbouring nations, if 
yornandes is to be credited °, who feems to have been but in> 
differently acquainted with the hiftory of his country, fince he 
takes no notice of the prefent war. Palms* being bent upon 
war, and well apprifed of the ftrerjgth and power of the ene- 
my* made vaft preparations during the winter, with a defign 
fo fall upon the enemy early in the fpring. Before he fet out Hi h hap 
on fo dangerous an expedition, in order to render heaven pro- ti/od by tip 
pirious to his undertaking, he received the facrament of bap- A nans, 
tifm i but, out of complaisance to the emprefs, at the hands 
Of Eudoxfuiy then bifhop of Ccnjlantinoplt* a leading man a- 
ipoog the Avians* who, in adminiftering to him that facra- 
ment, obliged him to fwear, that, to his death, he would ad- 
here to the do£t ine of Arius, and look upon thofc who op- 
pofed it rtS enem.es to truth, ; which oath he but too ltriltly 
obferved, as ti c reader may find in the ecclefiaftic writers of 
thole times, dehad beiore (hewed no fmall partiality to the 
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Jnans ; but thenceforth he became their great patron, and a 
cruel perfecutor of the catholics. But to return to the war : 
the emperjr being informed, that the Goths* apprifed of his 

defign, were aflcmbling a mighty army, in order to attack 
him the firft, took the field before the winter was over ; and 
having fent tfrong detachments to guard the banks of the Da- 
nube* he encamped with the reft of his army in the neighbour- 
hood of Mareianopolis* the metropolis of Lower Mcefta* 
where he raifed Auxonius to the dignity of prefect, in the room 
of Saluftius Secundum , no longer able to difcharge that office, 
on account of his great age. He was ft ill at Marcianopolis 
on the thirtieth of May* as appears from the dates of fome 
laws p j which we will not take upon us to reconcile with 
what we read in Ammianus * and Zofimus r , viz. that in the 
He ba/Tes beginning °* tnc *P r ' n g ne Wt that city, and having aflembled 
the Di- S *" s troops, he pa fled the Danube at a place called Daphne* 
nube, api( i and fpent the whole fummer in ravaging and laying wafte the 
ierfs wage encm y* s country, without meeting with the leaft oppofition, 
the country tne Goths having fled, upon the approach of the Roman army, 
eftbe to the neighbouring mountains, called Serri* inacceflible to 
Goths, thofe who were not well acquainted with the country. In 

the beginning of the autumn he led back his army to the Ro- 
man territories, and was on the twenty-fifth of September at 
Dorojlerum in Mafia* and on the thirty-firft of January of 
the tnfuing year 368, at Marcianopotis f , where, without all 
Great dtf doubt, he parted the winter. This year the Ifaurians* who 

ordencom nat j COI1 tjnued quiet ever fince the year 359, over-ran the 
muted by neighbouring countries, plundering not only villages, but 
an Uer' town5 » an<1 advancing as far as Pamphylia and Cilicia* where 
r9 u th*y amafled an immenfe booty. Mufonius* vicar of Afta* 

endeavoured to reftrain them ; but, as he was quite unac- 
quainted with the art of war, he was cut in pieces, with all his 
men. Mufonius had taught rhetoric at Athens* from which 
employment he was raifed to the dignity of proconful of 
Achat a* and afterwards to that of vicar of Afta. However, 
tiie Ifaurians were in the end furrounded by the inhabitants 
of the countries which they had plundered, and, their retreat 
being cut off, obliged to fubmit, and quit the booty they had 
taken. Their lives were f 'pared, upon their promifing to 
give no moleft.ition to their neighbours for the future ; and 
accordingly they kept their word till the year 376, that is, 
for the fpuce of ten years *. Gertnanicopolis was their chief 
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.city, and in the fifth century an epifcopal fee ; but not at this 
time, for a bifhop could find no employment among ' perfons 
who were robbers by profeilion. The following year 368, 
Valtns was fttll at Marcianopolis on -the ninth of March % 
and heard there his panegyric pronounced by Thtmijliusy upon 
his entering the fifth year of his reign. The orator mentions 
in his fpeech an eaftern prince, who had quitted the domini- 
ons of his father, tho' very confiderable, to have the honour 
of ferving under VaUns w . Some writers conjecture this 
prince to have been Para 9 the ion of Arfaces king of Arme- 
nia^ who came to implore the affiftance of Valens again ft the 
PerfianSy and continued Come time at Neocafarea in Pont us ; 
but he cannot be faid to have fcrved under Valens, One Ba- 
curusy ftyled king of Iberiay fcrved under Valens at the battle 
of Adrianople as he did afterwards under Theadofius * ; and 
him perhaps Themijfius meant. From Marcianopolis tho 
emperor marched early in the fpring to Carpiy a village, 
as is fuppofed, of Maejia y with a defign to ravage, as he 
had done the year before, the enemy's country : but he was 
obliged to remain encamped in the fame place till the he- 
ginning of autumn, without ever being able to croft the 
Danube y which continued fwclled beyond meafure all that 
fummer. He therefore returned to Marcianopolis , where 
he took up his winter-quarters >. One of his laws is dated 
from that place the twelfth of November, and another the 
thirteenth of December a . This year is remarkable for one of 
the moil dreadful earthquakes that had ever been felt, by 
which the city of Nice was utterly ruined, and in that of 
Germa in the Heilefpont only a few houfes left (landing b. 
The following year, 369, the emperor was ftill at Marcia- 
nopolis on the third of May ; but at Noviodunum in Lejfer 
Scythia on the third and fifth of July s where he pa fled the 
Danube on a bri ige of bo«*ts, and advanced far into the ene- 
my's country, destroying all with fire and fword. Zoftniut H*i*v*des 
teils*us, that the Goths fallying frequently out of their woods ani!W 
and marfhes upon the RomanSy the emperor di /patched a^ainft C V* t 'f'?\ 
them the fcrvanrs who attended the army, promising them a lhe{aQt *** 
certain fum for each head they (hould bring. Hereupon fuch 
numbers of the enemy were killed in the woods and marines 
where they lurked, that the reft finding no-where a fafe rc- 
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treat, fent embafladors to fue for peace Thus Z oft mm. 
But Ammianus* whofe authority is of greater weight, informs 
us, that Valens* having attacked the Greuthungi* a warlike 
nation, at a considerable dtftance from the Danube* after fc- 
veral encounters, gained a great victory over Athanaric* who, 
at the head of a numerous army, had ventured to engage 
The Goths jjim «. After this victory, Valens returned to Marcianopolis* 
f % w,tl * a ^ e ^ l S n to winter there, and renew the war early in the 
ace and^ rm *>' ^ Ut * itt mean while, the Goths* weary of fo 
Obtain it* deftru&ive a Wdr > w hich had lafted already three years, and 

reduced them to the utmoit drftrefs, fent embafladors to fue 
for peace j which Salens at firft refufed to grant them upon 
any terms, but was in the end, with much-ado, prevailed up- 
on by the fenate of Conftanti?iople to hearken to their pra- 
pofals. Thus Themijiius* who was at the head of the Cen- 
Jfantinopolitan deputies U Valens* having at their requett dif- 
mifled the embafladors wkh a favourable anfwer, approached 
the Danube* and named Vi&or and Arintheus to treat with 
the G»tbs. After fome conferences, a peace was concluded 
upon the following terms, highly honourable for the Romans* 
Articles of viz. i. That the Goths ffcouhl not for the future pafs the 
the treaty. Dinub** nor fet foot on the Roman territories. 2. That the 

trade which they had been allowed by former treaties to carry 
on with what cities of the empire they pleafcd, ihotild be re- 
ft»ained to two only, fituated on the Danube. 3. That they 
IhouKl not for the future claim nor expect the penfions that 
had been annually paid them by other emperors ; but 
neverthelefs, that Athanaric'% penfion fliould be continued to 
him *. This was the firft peace, concludes Themijiius* which 
tiie Romans had in our memory granted to, and not purchafed 
of, the Goths. When Fa lens and Athanaric were to meet, 
in order to ratify and fign the treaty, the latter could not be 
prevailed upon to pafs the Danube* pretending, that his father 
had obliged him folemnly to fwcar never to tread on Reman 
ground. On the other hand, Valens* thinking it below the 
majefty of the empire to go to him, it was agreed, that the 
two princes fhould meet in boats in the middle of the river; 
which they, did accordingly, and ratified the peace to their 
mutual fatisfadlion h . Themijiius* who was prefent at this 
interview, dtferibes it much at length, but more like an ora- 
tor than an hiftorian 1 . He pronounced his fpeech in all like- 
lihood at Conjlantlnople* whither he retired after the conclu? 
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lion of the treaty > for, according to the code, he was at 

Marcianopolh on the fecond of December, and on the thir- 
tieth of the fame month at Conjtant'mople k . This year, 
dreadful diforders were committed in Syria by the inhabitants 
of a large village near Apamta* called Maratacupris* who, 
roving about the county, robbed all they met, and had even 
the boldnefs to enter fome cities in the night-time, and plun- 
der the houfes of the moft wealthy inhabitants. Hereupon Severity °f 
Valens fent a party of foldiers againft them, with orders to fet Y ai€ns f* 
fire to their village, and put them all to the fword, without £™ ~ 
diftin&ion of fcx or age ; which was done accordingly with 
the utmoft rigour, the foldiers being in exprefs terms injoined 
not to fpare even the fucking children 

The following year, 370, Valens * leaving Con/I ant tnoplt 9 
fet out for Antheb \ but he had fcarce reached Nicomedia* 
when he received news of the death of Eudoxius* the Arian 
bilhop of Conjiantinople* in whofe room the Art an s, with his 
approbation, placed one Demophilus. The catholics too chofe 
their bilhop, and raifed to that fee Enagrius ; but the emper- 
or fent a party of foldiers from Nicomcdla, with orders to drive 
him out. The drians* thus countenanced by the emperor, raifed 
a cruel perfecution againft the catholics, who thereupon had 
recourfe to Valens* fending eighty ecclefiaftics to lay their 
rievances before him ; but the emperor, inftead of rcdref- 
ing them ordered Modejlus* who had been railed this year to 
the dignity of prefe& in the room of Auxonius* to put them all 
to death. Modejlus* fearing the public execution of fo many Valens 
ecclefiaftics might occafion great disturbances, put them, all on eau/es 
board a veffel, pretending the emperor had ordered them to eighty »r- 
be fent into baniihmcnt j but when the veffel was at fome tbodox at* 
diftance from land, the mariners fet fire to it, as had been clefiafties 
agreed on before-hand, faving them fel vet in their boat. The *° ** f P ui *• 
(hip was driven by a ftrong wind into a harbour called by &- deatb% 
crates* Dacidazus* and there confumed with all who were in 
it. This cruelty, fays that writer, was puniflied by heaven 
with a dreadful famine, which obliged moft of the inhabitants 
of Phrygia to abandon their country, and fly to other pro- 
vinces for relief »». Some unfotefeen accident muft have di- 
verted the emperor from his intended journey to Antioch ; for 
be was, as appears from the dates of fcveral laws, on the 
tenth of June at Cyzicus ; on the twelfth of December of this 

year, and during the months of January* February* and 

Cod. Thcod. chron. 86. 1 Ammun, 1. xxviii p. 367, 
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April of the cnfuing year at Conftantinaph " ; which he left 
after the fifth of Af»y °, and fet out for Syria, advancing 
(lowly, and adminiftering juftice in ail the cities through 
which he parted ; which would have gained him the affections 
of the inhabitants, had he not at the fame time made it his 
chief ftudy to eftablifli every -where the herefy of Arius, and 
betrayed an irreconcileable hatred to the catholics P. He paf- 
fed the winter at Cafarea in Cappadocia, where, to his un- 
Valentini- fp ea fc a [,| e grief, his only fon Palestinian Galata died. Gregory 

* n » ***** Naxianzen writes, that, during his maladv, the emperor had 
/y/oe, us. recour f e to tnc p ra y Crs Q f St. Bafil, who was then at Cmfa- 

rea 9 and promt fed to reftore the child to health, provided Sa- 
lens would fuffer him to receive the facrament of baptifm at 
the hands of an orthodox bifhop; which condition he not 
agreeing to, but, on the contrary, ordering him to be bap- 
tifed by the Arians, the you ns; prince immediately died 
Cappado- This year the emperor divided Cappadocia into two provinces, 
c\* divided appointing Tyana the metropolis of Cnppadocia Secunda, as 
into t<w9 fare a was of Cappado ci a Prima* Atthefametimehc di- 
provinees, vided Palejline into three provinces, viz. Palaflina Prima , 
mnd Palef- p a l a Jli na Secunda, and Paltejlina Salutaris \ Cat/area was the 
tone into metropolis of the firft, Scythopolis of the fecond, and Petra 
three. of the third. The latter city, with the greateft part of Pa- 

laftina Salutaris, was difmembcred from Arabia, as were 
feveral cities in the two other provinces from Phoenicia. The 
governor of Palmjlina Prima was honoured' with the title of 
cenfular ; but thofe of the other two were only ftyled preji- 
dents r . At what time Lycaonia, which had Iconium for its 
metropolis, was made a feparate province, and thofe of Cili- 
cia, Syria, and Phoenicia, divided into two, and Arabia into 
three, we will not take upon us to determine. Thefc divi- 
fions of provinces proved very burdenfome to the people, and 
raifed quarrels and difputes among the metropolitan bifhops, as 
appears from the ecclefiaftic hiftorians, and the letters of St* 
Bafil. 

The following year 372, Valens left CetJ "area in Cappado- 
cia early in the fpring ; for he was at Seleucia on the fourth 
of April, and on the thirteenth of the fame month at Antiocb*. 
Soon after his arrival in that city, Libamus pronounced in his 
prefence part of a fpeech com po fed in his praife, the or her 

n Cod. Theod. chron. p 8?«— 89, 0 Idem ibid. ' Zos. 

Liv.p.74.2. ^Greg.Naz orat. xx p jji. 'Hier. 
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part, as it was exceeding long, being put off to another 
time. The emperor heard him with great pleafure, if the 
orator himfclf is to be credited ; but the remaining part of 
his fpeech was never pronounced Valens was come to 
Anttoch to watch the motions of the Perjians \ for Sapor Sapor he- 
laying claim to Armenia* which had formerly belonged to £ tns 
the kings of Perfia* but not caring openly to invade it, 
left the Romans fliould efpoufe the caufe of their allies, Tj?* 
after having attempted in vain to allure the nobility over Cria 
to his party, pretending great friendfhip for Arfaces their 
king, he invited him to a banquet, during which he or-* 
dered the unwary prince to be feized, and, having put 
out his eyes, fent him in chains to a caftle, called Agabana* 
where he was foon after put to death tt . This in ali likeli- 
hood is what gave occafion to the long account we read in 
Procopius of the captivity of Arjaces king of Armenia* 
taken prifoner by one Pacurus king of Per pa w ; an account 
which has all the air of a romance. Sapor* having thus t 
cheroufly difpatched Arfaces* gave the government of Arme- 
nia to Cylax and Artabanes* both natives of the country, but 
inviolably attached to his intereft. Then, driving out Sau re- 
maces* whom the Romans had created king of Iberia* he put 
one Afpaeuras in his place, coufin-german to Sauromaccs* ho- 
nouring him with a diadem, which the Romans had rcfufed 
to the other *• Olympias* the daughter of Ablamus* one of 
ConJlantine*% chief officers, and given by that prince in mar- 
riage to Arfaces* was no fooner informed of the captivity of 
her huCband, than (he took refuge with her fon Paras in a 
ftrong fort called Artogeraffa* where the king's treafures 
were lodged. Cylax and Artabanes were immediately ordered 
by Sapor to lay fiege to the place ; which they did according- 
ly : but pitying the forlorn condition of the queen and the 
young prince, they agreed with the befieged to abandon the 
Perfians to their fury ; who were accordingly almoft all to a 
man cut off in a fally made by agreement in the night-time, 
while the guards themfelves in the camp were a deep, Cylax 
and Artabanes having given out, that the befieged had de- 
manded and obtained a truce for two days, in order to con- 
fider on the terms that had been offered them. The queen, 
thus delivered from the prefent danger, fent her fon Paras to 
implore the afliftance of the emperor, who can fed him to he 
entertained for fome time at Neoc&farea in Pontus* in a man- 

1 Liban. vit. p. 48. u Ammiam. 1. xxv. p. 300. &1. xjevii. 
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ner fuitable to his rank and condition. However, not daring 
to alii ft him openly, at the rcqueft of the nobility of Armenia , 
he charged Tercntius, who commanded on the borders of that 
count y, with the title of comes or count, to conduct nun in- 
to his father's kingdom, which he fuffered him to govern* 
but without the title of king, or any of the enfigns of royal- 
ty, left the Pcrjims fhould look upon his appointing him 
king as a breach of the peace. Sapor was no fooner informed 
or wh it nad pafled in Armenia, than, tranfported with rage, 
he fen: a itrong body of troops into that kingdom, who, com- 
mitting every where dreadful ravages, obliged Paras, no- 
ways in a . -onuition co oppofe them, to take refuge, with Cy- 
lax and Anahanes, among the inaccef&ble mountains between 
the Roman territories and Lazica. The Perfians, in the 
mean tunc, after having taken and burnt feveral Itrong-hoids, 
fat down at length before Artogerajfa, which, after feveral 
attacks, they took and deftroyed, carrying away with them 
the wiie and trcafurcs of A r faces* Sapor, finding he could 
not get Paras into his power, had recourfe to his ufual arti- 
fices, in which he feldom mifcarried ; and by private mcf- 
fage* 10 the young'prince, whofe caufe he promifed to efpoufe, 
prevailed upon him to cut off the heads of Cylax and Artaba- 
nes, who, he faid, were rather his governors than minifters, 
and fend them to him into Perfta *. Valens, who had hi- 
therto declined fending troops into Armenia, left he fhould 
be charged with a breach of the peace, was no fooner inform- 
ed of thefe proceedings, than he ordered Arintheus y one of 
the beft commanders of his age, with a powerful army, into 
that kingdom, which by that means was preferyed, the Per- 
Jia is not daring to fend more troops thither, through fear of 
being overpovvered by the Ramans. Hereupon Sapor di (patch- 
ed embairadors to Valens, complaining of his fending troops 
to the afiiftance of the Armenians, which, he faid, was a 
manifeir breach of the treaty concluded between him and 'Jo- 
vian. Patens, without regarding the complaints of the Per* 
fian king, feut a new reinforcement of troops to Arintheus, 
und at the fame time difpatched Terentius with twelve legi- 
ons into Iberia, to reftorc Sauromaces, driven out of his king- 
dom by tlvi Perfians. Terentius was met, as he drew near 
the river Cyrus, by embaffadors from Afpacttras, whom the 
Perfitns had crea'cd king of Iberia, deliring, that he and 
his Kiiifman Sauromaces might rei^n jointly, fincc he could 
neiilur relign, nor take part with the Romans, by reafon his 
fon was detained as an hoftuge in the Per fian court. The 
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emperor, being acquainted with his propofal, and willing to Iberia if 

fettle the affairs of Iberia without bloodfhed, confented to a *oidedint9 
partition of the country, affigning to Sauromaces that part iwo 
which lay fouth of the river Cyrus* and next to Armenia and d° mtm 
Lazica* and the remainder, bordering upon Albania and Per- 
Jia* to Afpacuras *. This highly incenfcd S< par* who loud- 
ly complained, that the Romans* contrary to the treaty of 
peace, had fent troops into Armenia* and, defpifmg his em- 
baify, hdd* without his knowledge or con fen t* divided Iberia. 
Being now refolved to make open war upon the Romans* he 
aflcmbled his forces, concluded alliances with the neighbour- 
ing princes, and fpent the winter of this year, 372, in vaft 
preparations. However, he could not, it feems, put him- 
felf in a condition to a<ft this year ; for we do not find that 
he attempted any thing, or even appeared in the field. As 
for Valens* he advanced to the banks of the Euphrates and 
the Tigris ; whence he returned in the latter end of autumn, 
without undertaking any thing which authors have thought 
worthy of notice. About this time a confpiracy was, it feems, 
formed againft Valens* but feafonably difcovered a ; and this 
is all we find in hifrory concerning it* The folio ving year 
Sapor fent a confiderable army towards the borders of the Ro- 
man empire, where they were met by Trajan* an officer of 
great experience, and Vadomarius* formerly king of the Ale- 
manns* at the head of a numerous and chofen body of troops. 
The Roman generals had orders not to attack the Perfians the 
firft, that the emperor might not be charged with a breach of 
the treaty ; but the Perfians falling upon them, they gained Tie Per- 
a complete victory. However, Valens readily conienced to fiar.s de* 
a truce j which was no fooner concluded, than he returned feated m 
to Antioch* and Sapor to Ctefiphon ; for Doth princes had ad- 
vanced as far as Mefopotamia* to fupport their refpedtive ge- 
nerals b * 

The following year, while Valens was patTing the winter 
at Antioch* many of all ranks and conditions weie accufed of 
attempting to learn, by magical pra&iors, and forbidden arts, 
the name of the perfon who was to fucceed Valens in ihe em- 
pire. Some of them owned the crime laid to their charge, ^ C onf i- 
and declared that Theodorus* the em^eror'b fecoud fecretar) , rac y 0 r 
was the man whom tne ftars leeincd to have deftined to the Theodo- 
empire. Theodorus was defcended of an iilufrrious family in ru;. 
Gaul* or, as others will have it, in Sicily* endowed with ex- 
traordinary accomplishments, and in every refpedt worthy of 

"Idem, p. 355.TMtMisT.orat. if. p. 143—149. *The- 
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the empire, if he had not had Che ambition of afpiring at it, 
and endeavouring to raife himfelf, by unlawful means, to 
that high ftation c ; for all authors agree, that he was privy 
to the execrable practices of the magicians. Ammianus 9 who, 
it Teems, was then at Antioch* or at leaft in that neighbour* 
hood, gives us a very particular and diftind account of what 
pafied on that occafion, which it would be too tedious to tran- 
scribe. Tbcodorus was found guilty, not only of magical 
practices, which were forbidden on pain of death, but of 
having confpired with others to take away the emperor's 
yP*Ji life ; whereupon he was beheaded, as we read in Ammianus d , 
headed. wno fe authority is of more weight with us than that of So%o- 

men* who writes, that he was burnt alive e . As Tbeodorus* 
and the others concerned in this confpiracy, were pagans, 
Llbanius endeavours to extenuate their crime ; nay, he is 
110c afhamed to tell us, that Theodarus was condemned un- 
juttly f, though both Zafimus * and Ammianus * own, that 
he afpired at the empire ; that by his own letters he was con- 
victed of treafon, and that the emperor narrowly efcaped be- 
ing aflaflin-ited. No one would have complained, if only 
Many in- Thcodorus and his accomplices had fuffered ; but innumerable 
wocent per- i nn occnt perfons were, on that occafion, inhumanly racked, 
fans put to an( j afterwards either executed, or fent into banifbment : a 
death. diligent fearch was made, not only after thofe who had been 

privy to the confpiracy, but after fuch as were only fufpe&ed 
of pra&ifing magic, or u'fing magical remedies. Such num- 
bers were daily accufed and feized, that the public prifons 
could no longer contain them, and few of thofe who were 
. apprehended, had the good luck to efcape death or banifh- 
ment. Diogenes* formerly governor of Bithynia* was pub- 
licly executed ; and Salia* treafurer of Thrace* fell down 
dead at the officer's feet who was to examine him, overcome, 
as was fuppofed, by an apprehenfion of the torture he was to 
undergo >. Bajfianus* whom fome writers fuppofe to have 
been the fon of Bajianus Cmfar* brother-in-law to Conjiantine 
the Great k , was faved by the powerful interccflion of his 
relations, who were all perfons of great diftin&ion 5 but ftript 
of his eftate, and all his effects. The two brothers, Eufebius 
and llypatiusy brothers-in-law to Conjiantius* who had been 
confuis in 359, were accufed of having afpired at the empire » 
^nd though the charge could not be proved, yet they were 

c Ammian, ibid. Sozom. I, vi, c. 35. p. 229. ^Amiiiaw. 
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bani&ed, and condemned to pay a great fine, but foon after 
recalled with great honour K Eutropius y proconful of Afia* 
was accufed of having been privy to the confpiracy of 
Theodorus \ but the philofopher Pafiphilusy who was brought 
as an evidence againft him, having fuffercd all the tor- 
ments cruelty itfelf could invent, without laying any thing 
to his charge, he was difmifled, but deprived of his em- 
ployment, which was given to Feftus the hiftorian, who 
discharged it for the fpace of five years with the utmoft 
cruelty. Alypius 9 formerly vicar of Br i tain y and employed by 
Julian in rebuilding the temple of Jerujalemy was accufed 
with his fon HierocltSy the difciple of Libaniusy as a poifo- 
ner ; the 'father was ftript of his eftate, and banifhed ; and 
the fon condemned to death, but faved, as Ammianus writes, 
without explaining himfelf any farther, by a favourable acci- 
dent". But the moft rigorous inquiries were made after the 
pagan phiiofophers, who were, generally fpeaking, addided 
to the ftudy of magic. The moft conftderable among them M 
were publicly executed, viz* Hilar ius 9 who was burnt alive, a Jj X *™™ 
Pat rid us , AndronicuSy and Cceranius : MaximuSy the famous ^L^ 0 /y m 
mailer of Julian^ was carried to Antioch to be examined ^ ert + ut 
there, and afterwards fent back to EphefuSy where Feftus or- t0 4 eat b. 
dered his head to be cut off, tho' he was then fo ill, that 
he muft have ended his life in a few days, without the inter- 
vention of the executioner Zonaras writes, that the philo- 
fopher Iamblichusy by a draught of potfon, prevented his fal- 
ling into the emperor's hands °. Salens expected, and greatly 
deiired, to find Libanius in the number of the guilty ; but no- 
thing was alledged againft him, though, as to magical prac- 
tices, he was, as he himfelf owns, not free from all guilt ; 
but as to the confpiracy of Tbeodorusy he folemnly protefts, 
that he^as altogether a ftranger to it p . A diligent fearch 
was made, not only after magicians, but after all books 
treating of magic, which, where-ever difcovered, were com- 
mitted to the flames, with thofe in whofe pofieffion they were 
found. Thefe inquiries extended to all the provinces fubjedt 
to Salens ; and from the moft remote parts were daily brought 
to Antioch numbers of people to be tried as magicians, be- 
caufe books of magic had been found in their cuftody. Am- 
mianus tells us, that the officers themfelvcs, out of fpite or 
malice, often conveyed privately, among the other writings, 
fume charm or inchantment ; upon which the perfons, to 
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whom they were fuppofed to belong, were immediately 

feized and condemned* and their eftates confifcatcd. Here* 
upon perfons of all ranks were feized with fuch dread and ter- 
ror, that they burnt their libraries, left, amongft their other 
books any fhould be found, unknown to them, treating of 
Feftuf forbidden arts. On this occalion Feftus* proconful of Afia 9 
praaifes diftinguifhed himfelf above the other minilters of the empe- 
f ru ' ror's cruelty, torturing with the utmoft inhumanity, and put- 
cities in ting to death, without diftinclion of fex, age* or condition, 

fuch as were convicted or only fufpe&ed of having ufed any 
kind of charms or inchantments : he tortured the philofopher 
Cceravitts till he expired, for no other crime but becaufe in 
a private letter ro his wife he had ufed a proverbial expreilion* 
which looked like a charm : he put to death a woman for 
pretending to cure agues by a charm, tho* fhe had before 
been fent for, with his knowledge and confent, to cure his 
own daughter, and had been, as we are told, attended there- 
in with fuccefs : a young man being obferved in a public bath 
to touch the marble with the fingers of both his hands, the 
one after the other, and then putting them to his breaft, to 
repeat the feven vowels, which he fancied was a prefent re- 
medy againft a pain in the fiomach, Fejius caufed him to be 
immediately feized, tortured, and executed At Antioch^ 
a perfon being accufed of having written a book of magic, 
found an opportunity of throwing it into the river before he 
was apprehended : but this did not fave him ; for though the 
book could not be produced againft him, yet he was, after a 
5/. Chry- fhort hearing, condemned, and publicly executed. A few 
foflom in days after, St. Chryfojlom, who relates this, and was then 
danger* a youth, going with a companion to vifit a church in the 

neighbourhood, found the book on the ft rand : his com- 
panion, not knowing what it contained, took it**%, and, 
led by his curiofity, began to read it aloud, when they 
both perceived it was a hook of magic, and at the fame 
time obferved, not without dread and horror, a foldier at 
a fmalJ diftance, fo that they neither dared tear it, nor throw 
it again, as they had deflgned at firft, into the river, left the 
foldier fhould fufpecl and feize them. However, Chryfojlonf* 
companion concealing the hook with great care under his 
garments, they had both the good luck to efcape without 
being (bare lied, tho' every foldier was impowered to fearch 
all he met for books of magic and charms. Had the book 
been discovered, they mud both have inevitably perifhed ; 

but they found means of throwing it again into the river, 
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without being obferved r . Socrates writes, that an oracle 
having anfwered : . thofe, who came to inquire who fbould 
fucceed Valens 9 that the firft part of his name was Theod 9 
the emperor, acquainted with that anfwer, caufed not only 
Theodoras to be put to death, but all thofe whofe names be- 
gan with thofe letters, fuch as Theodulus 9 Theodotus 9 Theo- 
dofius 9 &c. among thefe was, according to that writer, one 
Theodofiolus or Theodoftus 9 a Spanijh lord of great difti n&ion r - 
Ammianus and Zojimus give us a very minute account of the 
other cruelties of Valens 9 without taking the leaft notice of 
tins, which makes us que ft ion the truth of what Socrates 
writes. Be that as it will, the extraordinary feverity which 
Valens exerted on this occafion a gain ft magicians, arufpices, 
aftrologers, and diviners of all denominations, is highly 
blamed, not only by the pagan, but even by the chriftian, 
writers c . If Valens looked upon, magic as a vain imagina- 
tion, he ought not to have been thus alarmed ; if he gave 
credit to their predictions, he could not, without being in- 
confiftcnt with himfelf, ftrive to prevent their being accom- 
plifhed : and truly, in fpite of all his cruelties, he was fuc- 
ceeded by Theodofeus 9 whofe name began with the letters, 
which, if Socrates is to be credited, he fo much dreaded. This 
fire, to ufe the expreffion of Libanius tt , continued raging till 
the emperor was diverted by another, which the Goths kindled 
three years after in Thrace. This year is likewife remarkable 
for the death of two princes, both treacheroufly murdered by 
the Romans 9 viz. of Gabinius, king of the J$>uadi, in the 
weft ; and of Paras 9 king of Armenia 9 in the eaft. Of the 
former we have fpoken in the reign of Valentinian : as to the 
latter, he had in fome degree fubmitted to the king of Perfia 9 
as we have obferved above, but afterwards renewed, it feems, 
his alliance with the Romans 9 and was by them acknowledged 
king, fince Ammianus gives him that title ; but feveral perfons 
at the head of whom was count Terentius, having tranfmitted 
to court difadvantageous accounts of his conduct and admi- 
niftration, the emperor fent for him, as if he deligned to 
advife with him about the profecution of the Per/tan war. 
Upon his arrival at Tar/us in Cilicia 9 he was commanded to Paras, king 
wait there till further orders; but being in the mean time a/Arme- 
informed, that the emperor's defign was to arreft him, andnia^/arVr-. 
fend another to be king of Armenia in his Head, he refolved ed at Tar- 
to make his efcape, with the afliftancc of three hundred of f« s - 
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Me makes his own fubjefis, who perfuaded him to it, and privately 
#w provided horfes for that purpofe. They fee out in the dufle 

of the evening ; but were foon purfued and overtaken by a 
whole leg ion, lent on purpofe to prevent their efcape. At 
their approach, Paras faced about, and charged them with 
fuch resolution, that they made more hade to fly from him, 
than they had done to overtake him. After this he travelled 
night and day till he reached the Euphrates, which he pa/Ted 
upon barrels joined together, and purfued his journey with 
extraordinary expedition* But in the mean time the eip- 
peror, having notice of his efcape, difpatched a thoufand 
archers under the command ©f two principal officers, to brin* 
him back. Thefe being well acquainted with the country, 
to which Paras was altogether a ftranger, getting through 
by-ways before him, divided their forces, and feized on two 
partes, three miles diftant from each other, through one of 
which they took for granted he would pafs. But being in- 
formed of his danger by a traveller, and conducted by him 
through by-paths and thick woods, he efcaped the ambuf- 
cade, and got fafe to his dominions, where he was received 
with inexpreffible joy, while the Roman officers, who had 
long waited for him, were by all derided and ridiculed upon 
their difappointment. This incenfed them to fuch a degree 
againft Paras, that in order to haften his ruin, they made 
the credulous emperor believe, that the young prince was a 
famous magician, and knew how to confume and watte by 
degrees a man's body, though at never fo great a difrance. 
This fo alarmed the emperor, that though Paras* forget- 
ting the late affront, continued faithful to the Romans, yet 
his death was refolved on, and orders fent to Trajan, who 
commanded the Roman forces in Armenia, to difpatch him 
by private treachery, if he could not by open force. The 
manner which Trajan chofe to put this bafe and inhuman 
command in execution, was no lefs bafe and inhuman, than 
the command itfelf : for he having gained the young prince's 
confidence, by frequenting his table, and producing coun- 
terfeit letters from Salens, filled with the moft tender ex- 
preifions of kindnefs, prevailed upon him to accept of an entcr- 
7s /react*- at his houfe, during which he caufed him to be 

rox/fy mttr- harbaroufly murdered by a ruffian hired for that purpofe *. 
dersd. The death of Paras gave great uneafinefs * to Sapor, who 

had hoped to gain him over in the end to his intereft. 
He was therefore no fooncr informed of his misfortune, 
than he difpatched embafladors to Valens with propofc.lt for 

w Ammian. 1. xxx. p. 412—4*5. 

an 



Chap, zyl The . Roman Wftory. 569 

an accommodation. The remaining part of this year was 
fpent in negotiations* but without fuccds, the emperor, who 
was then at the head of a numerous and wcll-difciplined army, 
being defirous of * retrieving the glory of the Roman nrms t and 
recovering the provinces given up by the treaty with Jovian* 
But, in the mean time, Thrace being threatened with a ge- 
neral invafion of the Gotbijh nation, he was obliged to con- 
clude a peace with the Perfians, but upon what terms we 
know not. The following year, 375, Valens was alarmed by 
an cmbafly from the Gotbsj who, being driven out of their 
own country by the. Hunns % defired leave to fettle in Thrace. 
But before we fpeak of that cmbafly, and the memorable e- 
vents attending it, we muft take a curfory view of what hap* 
pened in the weft after the death of yalentinian, who, as we 
have related already, died at Brtgetio on the feventcenth of 
November of this year* He left two fans, viz. Gratian, 
born in 359, and by his father created emperor on the twenty- Gratian 
fourth ol : AuguJI 367, and VaUntinian born in 371. & % facte* hi 3 
Gratian was at a great diftance from the army when his/ 
father died, having been left as we have obferved above, at lcmiman * 
Treves 9 the great officers of the court, uncertain what fuch 
an extraordinary and unexpected accident might produce, 
efpecially among the Gauls, who fcrved in the army, and 
were then ravaging the country of the Quadi beyond the Da- 
nube, difpatched a meflenger with private intelligence of the 
emperor's death to Merobaudes their leader, who thereupon 
fcnt immediately out of the way, purfuant to his inftru&ions, 
count Sebajiian 9 an officer greatly beloved by the foldiery, 
and then marched back to the camp at Bregefio. Upon his 
arrival, it was refolved in a general council of all the chief 
officers boch civil "and military, that VaUntinlan % the fecond 
fon of the deceafed emperor, then a child but four or five 
years old, (hould be declared emperor. He was therefore 
fent for without delay from a village, named Murocincla^ a* 
bout a hundred miles diftant from Bregetio* and upon his ar- Valentin!*, 
rival proclaimed emperor with the ufual folemnity the fixth nian ff. 
day after the death of his father. This ftep they took to pre- prtlmimed 
vent any fudden attack from the enemy, or mutiny in l ^ etg ^ trc Z 
army. They hoped, that Gratian, who was then but feven- the oficere 
teen years old, and had already given proofs of an extraordi- c ** gar * 
nary mild temper and an uncommon underftanding, would m *° 
acquiefce to the motives, which had induced them to 
prefer his brother to the empire without his knowledge or 
content. Gratian at flrft complained of their taking fuch an 
extraordinary ftep before they had made him privy to ir, but 
Vol. XV. 4 C immediately 
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G rati an immediately confirmed their ele&on, and ever after treated 
amjZrmt young Valentinian more like his child than his brother*.* 

their e Uc- Victor * and Zojimut * will have Equttius and Mersbaudes to> 

tio*. have been the chief authors of this election, which by Rufinus 

is afcribed to Probus a . Merobaudes* was, according to f7r« 
/or, related to young Valentinian , probably by marriage ; for 

he feems, fo far as we can conjeAur* from his name, to have 
been a barbarian. The election being confirmed by Gratian* 
and loon after by Palms* the weftern provinces were divided 
between the two brothers : young Valentinian had for his 
fhare Italy , Illyricum* and Africa ; and Gratian* Gaul* Spain* 
and Britain. This divifion was made, not by Gratian* who 
was yet too young, as Zojimus pretends b, but by the great 
officers of the court. As they did not thereinconfult Valens* 
fome mifunderftanding arofe between that prince and his ne- 
phew*. Notwithftanding this partition, Gratian alone go- 
verned the weflern provinces to his death, Valentinian not 
having been capable of a&ing on account of his age, fo long 
as G rati art lived. The firft thing Gratian did, after the 
death of his father and the promotion of his brother, was to 
recal to court his mother Severa* who had been divorced 
and banifhed by Valentinian* and reftored her to her former 
honours 

The following year, Valens was conful the fifth 

time, and young Valentiman the firft. This year Gratian* 
being informed of the unheard-of cruelties pra&ifed by the 
Maximi- famous Maximinus both in Italy and Gaul* caufed him to be 
nu and publicly executed ; and named one Antenius* prefect of Gaul* 
bit ae- in his room. Simplicius* who had been vicar of Rome in 374, 
ccmphces an j Doryphorianas* who had fucceeded him in that office, 
^2a!}j underwent the fame fate, being accufed of the like crimes. 
' the former was beheaded in Illyricum* and the latter put to a 
cruel death, at the inftigation of Severa* fays Ammianus* in 
Gaul* whither he was conveyed from the Tullian prifon in 
Rome*. As thefe three cruel and bloody magiftrates had, 
with the utmoft injuftice, put a great number of fenators to 
death, Gratian* by a declaration published this year, eftablifli- 
ed the method of trying fenators f, which was read by Sym- 
macbus in the fenace on the thirteenth of Auguft*. To the a- 

* Amm ian. 1. xxx. p. 433, 434. Zos. 1. iv. p. 746. Socr. I. ir. 
c. 31. p. 249. y Vict, epit. ^ Zos. ibid. r Rup. 1. H. 
C *ii. c. 12. p. 184. b Zos. ibid. « Eu n a p. legat. p. 19. 
** Chron. Alex. p. 704. Amm ian 1. xxviii. p. 306. * Ammi- 

AN.l.x^viii. p. 357. 1 Cod. Tlwodof. p. 96. 'Symm.I.x. 

Cf. z. p. y.)0 t 391. 
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bove -mentioned execution St. Jtrtm ho doubt alluded, when 
be wrote, that this year feveral perfons of diftinftion were 
executed *• Maximinus^ Simplicius, and Dorypherianus \ had Tbecele- 
long deferved tbedootn which at length overtook them, and Crated 
died linlamented s but the death of die renowned count Theo- C J^J**, 
deffims, one of the greateft officers and beft men of his age, is Tne< ™fi* 
a ftain on the ^harader of Gratia* never to be effceed. Of ™J?feK 
his glorious exploits in Britain arid Africa, we have fpoken at ^ 9 
length in the reign of Valentinian % but notwithstanding the 
eminent fervices he had rendered the empire, he was this year 
by an order from court beheaded at Carthage, after he- had 
triumphed over Firmus, and with his prudence arid : induftry 
reftored Africa to its former tranquility. His death was 
owing, ii fh. Jertm 1 ) Orofius *, and St. Ambrcfi « , are to be 

credited, to the malicious fuggefttons of certain perfons at 
court, who, envying him the mighty reputation he had de- 
fervcdly acquired, filled the young prince -s mind with jealou- 
and fufpiciohs, and that means compafled the ruin of a 
perfon worthy, both for his valour and unblemifhed conduct, 
of the greateft honours the emperor could confer upon 

him. He was, at his earned requeft, baptifed juft before he 
died ; fo that his death was ho lefs exemplary, than his life had 
been glorious *». Socrates writes, as We have observed above, 
that, on occafion of the confpiracy of Theodoras, all thofewete 
by Valens put to death, whofe names began with Theod\ and, 
.among $he reft of the names, one Thiodijiolus, who was, fays 
hey a man of great courage, and defcended from an iltuftri- 
pusrfamily in Spain, meaning perhaps count Tlwdq/ias ; at 
leaft Baronius a , Jornandes °, who, for the moft part follows 
Socrates, and Flechier^ in his life of the emperor Theodo/tus, 
are of that opinion. But The ode fx us was put to death ac 
Carthage, and not in the eaft, where Valens reigned. Be- 
sides, we cannot help looking upon the whole account of Se- 
crates as a fable, to which he too eafily gave credit, fince 
neither Ammiahus not Zofimus, who fcem to take particular 
pleafure in difplaying the cruelties of Valens, make menti- 
on of fucha remarkable piece of cruelty as his putting feveral 
perfons of diftin&ion to death, merely for the fukc of their 
names. Soxomen indeed fpeaks of it, but as of a thing that 
was reported, perhaps becaufe he had read it in Socrates*. 
Be that as it will, ftatues, and other extraordinary honour*,. 

* Him. in chron. 'HiER.chron. * Ojtos. I. vii. c. 

33. p. 219. 1 Amdros, div. 3. p. 12? '"Oros ibid. 

* Ba row ad arnn 370. °Jor, c)c reg. fucc. c. 40. p. 6;a, 
Soz 1. vi. c. 35, p. 694. 
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were decreed to Tbfdofius Come years after his-death by the 
tetuteof Rome } and Cevcrriinfcriptions, letting forth his virtues 
Y***g and exploits, have reached our times * . His fon, named 
Thcodofi- lik c w if c Tkeodofius** who,, being duke of Maefia in 374, had* 
u%rt ! irei with a courage and condud above his years, defended that pro* 
f bis na- yinc(? aga jnft t he incurious of the barbarians, as we have re- 
ttve fun- ]ated above> waf obliged to yield to the ftorm, and retire to 

Spain* his native country, where he lived in a Jcind of exile, 
nil ha was recalled by Gratian* and raifed to the empire. As 

Jmmianui takes no notice of thefe remarkable, executions, 
we cannot help thinking there is a chafm in this part of his 
hiftory, the more becaufe he had promifed elfewbere r to fpeak 
in a more proper place of the death of Maximinus and his ac- 
complices, of which, however, no mention is made in fuch of 
his books as have reached us ; nay, we find nothing in them 
relating to the weftern provinces, from the death of Volenti- 
man I. that is, from the year 375, to 378- This year Valent 
fent the celebrated philofopher Themiftius* with the character 
of embaflador, to Gratian* then in Gaul ; but what was the 
fubjcA of his embaffy , we know not* The philofopher, on his 
return to the eaft, came to Heme, complying therein with the 
requeft of Gratia** dc firing the Remans might have the plea- 
sure and honour of feeing fo great a man f . It was at Reme* 
and, before the fenateof that great metropolis, that Themiftius 
pronounced an oration altogether unworthy of a philofopher, 
nay,, of any perfon who pretended to the leaft gravity 
However, he beftows great encomiums upon Gratian ; extols 
his liberality and generous temper ; and obferves, among 
other things, that the avaricious and cruel exadors of the old 
debts due to the exchequer were in the utmoft confufion, 
becaufe the inftruments of their malice and cruelty had, by 
Aninflantt ^ prince's orders being confumed in the flames *, alluding, 
#/Gtati- 1,0 doubt, to what we read in Aufenius* viz. that Gratian 
ixCigene- remitted whatever was due to the exchequer at the time of 
rofity. his father's death, and caufed all the papers relating thereunto 

to be burnt throughout the provinces that were fubjeft to 
him w . Themiftius writes, that he found Gratian not far 
from the ocean * $ that is, in Gaul $ for he was, as appears 
from the dates of feveral laws, during the moaths of March* 
jiprily May* and September* at Treves ; and we have no proof 
of his being elfewherc this year. By a law dated from Treves 

9 Vide Re in. p. 326. Gruter. p. 412. r Ammiax. 1. 
arxviii p. 366. f TurMfiT. or. xiii. p. 163 — 168. * Idem 

ibid. p. 178, • Idem Ibid. p. 1 7 » Avsov. ftd Grat. 

prr:or.{. p. 406, t~r. * TuiMfST. orat t xiii. p. 163. 
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,th# twenty- third of Maj y he raifc* the falaries of all public 
profeflbrs in the metropolitan cities of Gau/ f efpecially in the 
moft illuftrious city ot Treves •* as it is fly led y . From this 
Jaw fome pretend to infer, that Spain and Britain were at 
this time governed, not by vicars, but proconfuls, independent 
of the prefect of Gaul. However that be, it is certain, that 
vicars were foon. after re-eftablilhed in both provinces. By 
another law dated the feventeenth oi the fame month, which 
was an anfwer to Art ems us vicar of Spain and feveral bifliops, 
the emperor declares, that religious matters ought to be judg- 
ed and decided on the fpot by a fynod of the diocefe. By a 
diecefe is meant the diftrid within the jurifdidticn of a vicar. 
By a third law, addrefTed to Nitentius, Gratian forbids all He enmMe 
heretics, efpecially the Donatijls* to hold ailemblies j and 1"*?' *- 
commands the places where they (hall afiemble to be confif- gain/the* 
cated, except the churches, which he orderes to be reftored 
to the catholics = .. From feveral monuments of this year, it 
appears, that the emperor allowed more liberty to the pagans, 
than to the Donatijls* 'Ariansy and other heretics. 

Whixe thefe things palled in the weft, a dreadful ftorm 
was raifed in the eaft by the Hunns* a nation till this time 
quite unknown to the Romans. They dwelt on the eaft fide 
of the Palus Metetisy now the fea of Zabache* and were near 
neighbours to the Goths* as Sozomen ftyles them % or rather 
to the Alans* who inhabited the country boidering on the op- 
posite fide of that marfh, which both nations looked upon as 
a deep lea, and were therefore altogether unacquainted with 
each other, till a hind, purfued by fome hunters, or, as ci- 
thers will have it, an ox ftung by a gad-fly, having pafled the 
marfh, fome Hums followed their guide to the oppofite fide, 
jwhere they difcovered a country far more agreeable and fruit- 
ful than their own b . What we find concerning the Hunns 
in Ammianus MarcellinuSy the moft antient author that fpeaks 
of them, and moft worthy of credit, is, that they firft broke 
jqto the country of the Alansy who dwelt on the banks of the 
Tanaisy the boundary between Europe and Afta ; and having 
obliged that nation to enter into an alliance with them, they n 9 Goths 
fell, thus re-inforced, upon the Goths, called by Ammianus* driven out 
Greuthongiy and by JornandeSy Ojlrogoths* and fpread every of their 
where fuch terror among them, that Ermenric, or, as jfor- country fy 
nandesc*\k him, ErmanartCy their king, tho' a martial prince, t/jeHuntu. 
laid violent hands ou himfelf, to avoid by that means the 

J Cod. Theod, 1. xiii. tit. 3. leg. 11. p. 39,40. 1 Fdem 

tit. 6 p. 224, 225. * Soz. 1. vi. c. 37. p. 696. h Jorn. 

rcr, Goth. p. 644. 
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dreadful calamities that threatened him* The Hunns wer# * 
headed, according to Jornandesy by one Bafamir, by hltn 
ftylcd king, probably becaufe he i?as the moft powerful man 
of their nation ; for, according to AmmianuSy they had no 
kings, but fcveraJ chiefs, whofe authority was very precarious*. 
Vithimir y created king of the Greuthongi for Uftrogothsy in 
the room of Ermenricy attempted to make head againft the 
Hunns ; but was killed in a battle. Alatheus and SaphraXy 
governors to his fon Vithericy apprehendjng all their efforts 
would prove unfuccefsfut againft Che numerous and formidable 
forces of the enemy, abandoned' the country, and withdrevr 
into the plains between the Boryfthenes and the Danube ; that 
is into the prefent PodoKa. Aihanaricy king or chief of the 
Thervhigiy who ha J affifted Procopius in his late ufurpation, 
refdlvcd to ftand upon his guard, and prepared for a vigorous 
defence ; but the Hunns, falling upon rjim before he had the 
leaft notice of their approach, obliged him to retire in dif- 
order, after he had loll great numbers of. hit ^ncn. As the 
enemy, overloaded with booty, purfued hlfrt but flowly^ he 
improved the (hort refpite they allowed-him, in fortifying him- 
felf by a wall, which he carried through the 1 country of the 
Taifali from the Gerafuiy or the Prutby to 1 the Danube *. 
Tne other Gotbs % who had the good luck to efcape the dread- 
ful havock which the Hunns made of their nation, found no 
other refourfe, but to abandon their country, and fave them* 
felvcs wuhin the Roman dominions. They therefore approach- 
ed tne hanks of the Danube, to the number of two hundred 
thouland men, moft of them the fubjecls of king jfthanartCy 
and thofe whom Jovnandes calls Vifigoths. From thence they 
The;!*- difpatched embauadors to Patens* who was then at Antiocby 
nand to he begging, in a moft fubmiflive manner, to be admitted into 
admitted Thrace, where they promifed to live peaceably, and to ferve, 
into whenever called upon, in the Roman armies e « At the head 

Thrace, of this cmbafiy wad their bifliop tflphilasy who, oh this occa- 
sion, out of complaifance to Valensy became a profelyte to 
the do&rine or' Arius 9 and infected with the tenets of that 
herefiarch, not only fuch of his nation as already profeffed the 
chriftian religion, but thofe too who promifed to embrace it, 
provided proper perfons were fent to inftru& them t. The 
demand of the Goths occaiioned great debates in a grand coun- 
cil held at court foon after the arrival of their embafladors j 
but Salens in the end refolved to grant them their requeft, fe- 

c Am mi am. I, xxxi. p. 435—440. Ja*w. ibid. p. 645. d Am- 
mian. p. 440. 441. e Jdem, ibid. John. c. 25. p 646. f Sox # 
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veral fycpphants about him flattering him, and extolling his Valens 

good fortune, which had unexpectedly brought him a perpc- compter 
tual fupply of excellent foldiers, with which he could be fur- *»*ti> " < ** r 
nifhed at his pleafure, and by that means fave the cxpence of W c fi+ 
new levies, to the great benefit of his treafury ; nay,/ their de- 
mand was thought fo advantageous to the empire, that fome 
Reman officers having cut off a party of Gotbs y who attempt' 
ed to pafs the Danube before the return of the embafiadois, 
whom both their nation and the governor of Thrace had fent 
to Antiocb) they were cafhiered as good officers, but bad po- 
liticians g . Valens , upon the imaginary profpe£t of the great 
advantages that would accrue to the empire from fuch an in* 
creafe of people, ordered them to be immediately tranfported, 
to be plentifully fuppiied with provifions, and lands to be al- 
igned them to cultivate. He took, however, therein fuch 
precautions, as would perhaps have prevented the difturbances 
which foon followed, had they been duly obferved ; for, ac- 
cording to the inftru&ions which he fent to his officers and 
mini iters, the children were to pa(s the firft, and be fent into 
Afta y where they weVe to be-kept as hoftages ; and as for the 
reft, they were not to be fuffered to land on the Roman fide, 
till they had quitted their arms. But the heads of 'Jr-e nation, 
by presenting the Roman officers with fums of money, with 
beautiful women, and robufl flaves, prevailed upon them to Tbeyenffr 
neglect both thefe orders fc . Thus the G'otbs, in this year Thrace. 
376, abandoned to the Hunns the country, in which they 
had dwelt for the fpace of one hundred anJ fifty years. We 
are told, that great numbers of them were drowned in their 
pailage, the river happening to be greatly f welled at that time *• 
Amm'tanus writes, that the Roman officers defigned to have 
counted them as they paficd, but could not by rcafon of their 
numbers, which that writer compares to the fparks which at 
that very time ifllicd out of mount Mtna^ and to the fauds 
of the Libyan fhore. They were under the conduct of Abla- 
vivus and Fritig*rn y who are fry led kings k . Vitkeric^ kmg 
of the Grentbongi* with his governors Sapbrax, and Alatbe- 
us> and another chief named Farn*bius y beine likewtfe driven 
out of their country by the Hunns and the Alans y flocked in 
fwarms to the banks of the Danube % and, encouraged by the 
reception, which their countrymen had met with from talent* 
difpatched embafiadors to him, begging, that they too might 
be admitted within the Roman dominions ; but the einpc/^r 

1 Ammun. ibid. F.unaf, Icgat. p. 1 9. Socr. I. iv. c. 34 p. 
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not thinking it confident with the fafety of the ftate to com- 
ply with their requeft, they continued for fome time on the 
banks of the Danube , which they pa fled in the end, in fpite 
of the Romans , as we fhail relate hereafter. As for Athmnarie* 
he retired with his people to a place defended by inacccffiUe 
rocks, named Caucalanda, having driven from thence the Smr- 
tnatians and the Taifali. Tiie latter people followed and 
joined the Greuthongt. A numerous body of Goths had been 
admitted fome time before, on what occafion we are no- where 
told, and were at this time encamped in the neighbourhood of 
Adrianople, under the command of their two chiefs Suerid and 
Colias : perhaps Valtns had fent for them on occafion of his 
intended expedition into Perfia ; for Ammianus a flu res us, 
that. he hired troops of the Goths The following year 377, 
when Gratian was conful the fourth time, with Merobaudes* 
Valens was, as appears from the dates of feveral laws, at An- 
ticch on the fourth of April ; at Hierapolis on the fourth 
of July and the ninth of Auguft ; and again at Antiocb 

on the twenty- fourth of September. The Romans ought 
in policy to have immediately led the Oaths away from the 
Danube % for by that means they would have got them into their 
power, and, remaining mailers of the river, prevented their re* 
ceiving any affiftance from their countrymen encamped in great 
numbers on the oppofite bank ; but inftead of that, Lupicinus and 
Maximus, who commanded in Thrace* the former with the 
title of count , and the latter with that of duke* fuffered them 
to continue long in that neighbourhood, pretending fcarcity of 
provifions, in order to impofc upon them, and obliged them 
f2*Goths, to bu y neceflaries at extravagant rates. The Goths, thus 
frowkedby pinched with hunger, and provoked by other outrages, began 
the Ro- to mutiny ; which Lupicinus perceiving, he ordered them to 
mans, mu- begin their march, and remove from the neighbourhood of the 
tiny. Danube, charging the foldiers who guarded the banks of the 

Danube* to drive them on, and take care that they committed 
no diforders in the countries through which they pa fled. The 
Greuthongi* finding the banks of the river unguarded, laid hold 
of that opportunity to pafs it, following at fome diftance 
Fritigern and Ablavivus* who were advancing at the head of 
the Thervingi to Marcianopolis, the capital of Lower Afat/ia. 
Upon their arrival in the neighbourhood of that city, Lupici- 
nus, who resided there, invited the two chiefs to a banquet ; 
but at the fame time placed guards at the gates, to prevent 
their troops from entering the city, tho' they defired to be ad- 
mitted as friends, only to buy the necciTary provifions, of 

1 Idem 1. xxx. p. 416. 
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which they flood in great need. Hereupon the Tbervingi 9 
who were in a ftarving condition failing upon the guards, cut 
moft of them in pieces ; which Luplcinus no fooncr heard, 
than, by way of retaliation, he commanded the attendants of 
the two chiefs to be aftaffinated in the height of their mirth. 
The Theruingi without the walls, provoked at the treachery 
and cruelty of the governor, vowed revenge j but neverthe- 
less wifely forbore for the prefent all hoftiiities, and diflcmbled 
their juft refentment, left the Romans ihould offer any affront 
to their chiefs, or detain them as hoftages. This Frit ig em 
himfelf apprehended, and therefore begged leave of Luplcinus 
to go with jfb/avivus, and fliew himfelf to his men, who were 
ready to mutiny, upon 3 falfe report, that they had both been 
killed with the reft. Luplcinus , who by this time was fo in- 
toxicated wfth wine, that he knew not what he did, complied 
with his requeft j and the two chiefs, being received with great 
joy by their countrymen, immediately mounted their horfes, 
declared themfclves enemies, and began to plunder the open f) ec lare 
country. Luplcinus marched out againft them the next day, them/elves 
with the few troops he had with him ; but the Gotbs 9 falling emmiesand 
upon him with great rcfolution and intrepidity, cut molt of plunder th 
his men in pieces, and obliged him to fly back into the city, country. 
We have obferved above, that a confide rable body of Goths 
was encamped in the neighbourhood of rfdrianople. Thcf.', 
upon the news of the revolt, and the vi (Story gained by friti- 
gern 9 continued quiet in their camp, without betraying the 
leaft inclination to join him ; but when they received orders 
to pafs without delay over into the Hellefpontj and the chief 
magiftrate of AdrianopU y incenfed againft them for fome da- 
mage they had done at his country-feat, inftead of fupplying 
them with theneceflary provifions for their march, ordered the 
people of the country to fall upon them, they likewife he^an 
to mutiny, put to flight the diforderly multitude that ofteieJ 
to attack them, and joining Fritigern y laid fiege to AdrianopL- j ffa art 
but not being able to reduce it, they left a fufficient force to joined hy a 
block it up, and ravaged all Thrace y growing daily ftronger body 0/ 
by the acceffion of incredible numbers of Gothijh flaves, flock- their toun- 
ing to them from all quarters ; nay, many Romans , not able try men en- 
to pay the exorbitant taxes with which they were loaded and camped at 
opprcfTed, took part with them, and it is not to be d^u 1 ^u, bin Adrmo- 
Vitheric with his Greuthongi joined them foon after ; for they P ,c * 
too fought againft the Romans in the memorable battle of A- 
drlanopliy of which hereafter. Valens^ who was then at Jn- 
tioch % watching the defigns of the king of Perfidy upon the 
firft notice of thefe dangerous commotions, di (patched Viftor 
to the Perfian court, with the character of cmbaflador, 
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charging him to conclude a peace with that king, upon the beft 
terms he could obtain ; and at the fame time ordered the two 
generals, Trajan and Profuturus* to march with the utmoft 
expedition againft the Goths* at the head of the legions that 
were quartered in Armenia, G rattan* alarmed at the danger 
that threatened his uncle's dominions, fent to his affiftancc 
Richomeres* with a confide rable reinforcement put of Gaul ; 
but the fold iers dejerted in great numbers on their march, foli- 
cited to it, as was reported, by Merobaudes* who apprehended 
the barbarians might talfe advantage of their abfence to break 
into GauL As Profuturus and Trajan were commanders of 
more courage than conduct, inftead of fecuring the partes, and 
fliuttingup fuch multitudes in the province of Thrace* where 
they muft inevitably have foon perifhed with famine, they 
ventured to engage them at Saliccs* a city of Lejfer Scythia* 
The battle lafted from morning to night, both armies- 
fighting with fuch obllinaey and refolution, as can hardly be 
exprefled. Vi&ory continued doubtful to the laft j but the 
Remans* having loft more men in proportion to the fmall num- 
ber of their forces, thought it advifeable to retire to Marciano- 
polis. Thus Ammiannsy whom we have all along followed 
JBuc Theodoret n , St. jferom and Orojius r , write, that the 
Romans were defeated, and put to flight. This battle was 
fought in the lattei end of the fummer of this year 377- Tra- 
jan and Profuturus being afterwards reinforced by a considerable 
body of troops fent by Salens* under the command of Satur- 
ninus general of the horfe, they attempted to (hut up the ene- 
my in certain narrow places, and intercept their provifions ; 
The Ro- but the Alans and Hunns themfelves flattening in great num- 
mansrtf bers to their relief, the Romans were obliged to retire, and 
tire t and f u ffer them to ravage and jay wafte all Thrace* without da- 
abandon nn g to 0 p DO f c or moleft them. At a place called Dibaltum* 

^r^h* ^ u P on a tr i° unc t w ho vyns Rationed there with his own 

tbeGoihs. j c gf on anciibrne other forces. As the tribune, byname Bar- 

zi meres* was an old experienced officer, he drew his men up 
in aciofe body, and, endeavouring to make his way through the 
cncm)'s fquadrons, cut great numbers of them in pieces j' 4 but 
ey cut off ^ ^ at length overnowert dand put to the fword, with all his 

IfPion - nlcn ' Animated w:tn tnis fuccefs, they went in queit of rrt- 
* ' £' r 'V/, wlio commnnJcd in Illyricum* and had been ordered by 

Gratian to march from thence to the affiftancc of VaUns. 
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The Goths*, under the command of Farnoblus, met him near 
Berea, a city in Thrace properly Co palled, and attacked hint 
with great rcfolution. But Frigerid, who was an officer of 
great experience, tho 9 perhaps over- cautious, and thence by 
fome reproached with timoroufnefs, flood his ground, and, af- 
ter a long and obftinate difpute, killed their leader on the fpot, &** ar * 
and put the reft to the fword, excepting a very fmall number, 
who, throwing down their arms* were fpared, arid fent cap- 
tives into Italy , where they were employed in tilling the y pf * 
ground about Mut'tna, Rhegium, and Parma. With this bat- imfa~ l 
tie, which was fought in the latter end of the autumn, ended 
the campaign of this year 377 r . 

As for Gratian, he waiou the twenty- fevcrith of February at 
Treves, where he had pafl'ed the winter, and on the twenty- 
eighth of July at Mayence, perhaps on fome expedicion againft 
the Germans not mentioned in hiftory for Aufonius tells us, 
that he took fome Germans prifoners and brought them with 
him into Gaul f . He was returned to Treves on the feveri- 
teenth of September By a law dated the fifth of March * Gratian 
and addrefled to Cataphronus vicar of Italy, he grants feveral grants fe* 
exemptions to the clergy, comprifing under that name, not w«/ ex- 
only bifhops, priefts, and deacons, but likewife fub-deacons, emptiovs to 
exorcifts, readers, and janitors or door-keepers u . A dreadful tke d*rgJ* 
plague raged this year in rhoft of the weftern provinces, and 
{Wept off incredible numbers of people w . The following 
year 378, when Valens was conful the fixth time, and young 
Valentinian the fecond, the Goths, from Thrace, advanced into r/ M Q ot h$ 
Macedon and Thejfaly, committing every- where dreadful ra- bfak u p 
vages i way, they approached Conjlantinople itfelf, plundered the Conftanti- 
fuhurbs, and kept the city for fome time blocked up. Valens nople. 
therefore, having firft fent a body of Saracens to drive them Valens 
from the neighbourhood of that metropolis, fct out from Antz- fets out for 
icb, in order to head his army in pcrfon, and arrived at Conjlan- that city, 
tinople on the thirtieth of May, where he round the people 
highly diflatisfied with his conduct, in admitting the Gcths into 
Thrace, and by that means giving rife to the prefent war. 
Soon after his arrival, he difplaccd Trajan, general of the 
foot, and put count Sebajlian, a brave and experienced com- 
mander, in his room x . Theodores tells us, that Trajan, who 
Was a profefled enemy to the Arians, and r. zealous defender of 
the Nicene faith, hearing himfclf reproached by the emperor 
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with cowardice, as if the lofs of the late battle had been owing 

Traianr*- to want or " courage in him, anfwered boldly, that heaven; 
proaches juttly provoked at his driving out the orthodox bifliqps, and 
tbeempe- putting the infamous followers of Arius in their room; 
ror<witk had declared for the Geths ; and confequently that he ought 
great free- to blame not his generals, but himfelf, for the lofles he had 
dam. hitherto fuftained, and for the far greater calamities thai 

would toon overtake him, unlefs he altered his condud. 
The generals Arintheus and Vi&or declared, adds Theodo- 
ret, that they were of the fame opinion, and begged the 
emperor not to refent their (peaking, as his true friends, 
their refentments without difguife The piety of Trajan is 
greatly commended by the ecclefiaftfc writers, efpecially by 
Tbeoderei and St. Baftl, with whom he lived in great intima- 
cy. But it is no eafy tafk to reconcile with his extraordinary 
piety the death of Paras king of Armenia^ whom, if the ac- 
count of Ammianns be true, he caufed to be murdered with the 
utmoft treachery and barbarity, as we have related above. 
Valens continued but a very (ho rt time at Conji aniinopte ; for 
he left that city on the eleventh of June, highly exafperated 
a gain ft the inhabitants, who had infulteJ him as the author of 
the prefent war, and threatening, if he came back fafe, to turn 
their city into a defert *. From Conjiantinople he marched to 
Valens Al Lmtbias, an imperial caflle, about eighteen miles diftant 
marches a- ^ roin trlc Llt Y * an< * thence detached Sebajiian with a body of 

gainfttbe ch o fen troops again ft Fritigern, who was encamped in the 
Goths. neighbourhood of AdrianopU. Sebajiian, doming upon th# 

enemy unawares^ cut off feveral of their parties, who were 
roving about the country, without the leaft apprehenfion of 
danger, and recovered the booty with which they were loaded- 
Hercupon Fritigern, having fent orders to all the parties that 
were Jifperfed about the country, to join him without delay, 
retired upon their arrival to the city of Catyle, of which geo- 
graphers can give no account *. TLoftmus tells us, that Sebajiian 
engaged to force the Goths either to quit the Roman territo- 
ries, or fubmit to Salens, with two thoufand men only, by 
cutting off their parties, and intercepting their provinons i 
but that Valens, defirous to equal, hy fome memorable adion, 
rbc glory acquired this year by Gratian in the famous battle 
of Argentaria, rejected his propofal, and leaving Melanthias, 
advanced to the neighbourhood of Adrianoplc, with a defigft 
to give tiie enemy battle. He was at the head of a very nu- 
merous and well-difciplined army, commanded by officers of 
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great renown, and among the reft by T rajdn'j whom he had 
reftored to his former poft. While he lay at Jdrianople 
Richomeres arrived there with letters from Gratidn y acquaint- Gratia* 
ing him, that he was on full march with his victorious army to marAu 
join him* and earneftly intreating him not to hazard a battle > 
till his arrivaJ, nor make that vi&ory doubtful, which thtW** ee - 
Conjun<3ion of their forces would render certain and indifputa- a cn$ " 
ble. Hereupon a council of war being immediately fummon- 
ed, FUtor^ who commanded the horfe, and was both a brave 
and prudent officer, advifed him by all means to wait the 
arrival of his nephew, and the reinforcement of the Gaulijh 
troops; but Sebdfiian was for giving battle without delay ; 
and his opinion the emperor preferred to that of Viftor^ and al- 
moft all the other officers, being induced thereunto by his flat- 
terers, telling him, that he flood in no need of the afliftanccof 
his nephew, and therefore ought not to allow him any fhare 
in the victory, and the glory attending it. At the fame time 
Fritigern fent deputies to him, at the head of whom was A 
chriftian prieftj offering to conclude a peace upon very reaso- 
nable terms, which moft of his officers advifed him by all 
means to embrace, remon ft rating, that an honourable and 
certain peace was preferable to an uncertain viffcory ; but he, But Va- 
deaf to all their remonftrances," and obltinately bent upon en- lens /v- 
gaging before the arrival of his nephew, leaving the great o&- t9 , 
cers of the court, with his treafures, in Adrlanopk* and all the g™' 
baggage of the army near that city, with a ftrong detachment be f Qre h * s 
to guard it, fet out with the reft in queft of the enemy, whom m * nva 0 
he difcovered about noon in the neighbourhood or Nice 9 a- 
bout fifteen miles from Adrianople, The Goths, commanded 
by AUt beus and Sapbrax, were encamped at a confiderable dis- 
tance' from the reft. Meflengers were therefore immediately 
difpatched to them ; and in the mean time, to amufe the em- 
peror till they arrived, cmbafladors were lent to him, with 
propofals of peace to which the emperor gave car; but in- 
filled upon their delivering up to him Come of their chief men 
as hoftages. At the fame time, Frit/gem, further to amufe 
the emperor, acquainted him by a private letter, that he was 
ready to bring all his forces over to him, provided fome per- 
fons of diftin&ion were fent to him as hoftages. VaUns, o- 
verjoyed at this propofal, named firft Equico his kinfman for 
one of the hoftages ; but he, as he hud been taken prifoncr 
by the Goths the preceding year, and had made his efcapc, 
begging to be excufed, Richomeres offlied lumfclf of his own 
accord; but, before he reached the enemy's camp, B*icur!us f 
prince of the fverians % dt\d one Cajpo* who command d a par- 
ty of archers, falling upon the G$ihi x gave beginning to the 
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battle, which was fought with great obftinacy and refutation 
on both fides. Ammianus gives us a long, but confufed, ac- 
count of this memorable engagement. According to him, 
the foot in the left wing of the Romans* having advanced too 
far, and frparated themfelves from the main body of the army, 
and from the cavalry that was to fupport them, were furround- 
eJ by the enemy, which infpired the barbarians with great 
courage St. Jerom * and Socrates d write, that the foot 
was abandoned by the cavalry 5 and Sozomen* 9 that Valens, 
being in too great hafL' to engage, did not allow himfelf time 
to draw up his men as he ought. Libanius fays, that he 
fought with more courage than prudence or condu£l f . Be 
that as it will, it is certain, that the Romans were utterly de- 
feated ; that two thirds of their army were cut in pieces, and 
the reft forced to fave themfelves by a precipitous and difor- 
derly flight. The Roman writers themfelves own this to 
have been the greateft overthrow their ftate had ever re- 
ceived fince the battle of Cann*. Their foot did all that 
men, whofe native courage was emboldened by defpair, 
could do ; but were in the end overpowered with numbers, 
and obliged, in fpite of their utmoft efforts to yield to an e- 
nemy, who was not only infinitely fuperior to them in num- 
bers, but equalled them in courage and bravery. Among 
many other eminent perfons, fell in this action the brave ge- 
nerals Trajan and VicJor y with Valerian the tribunus ftabuli % 
or matter of the horfe : Equico the emperor's kinfman, and 
magi ft er palatii, or great fteward of the houfhold j and Poten- 
tit/s, a youth of extraordinary hopes, and by all greatly re- 
fpedted, in regard of his father UrJicinuSy fo famous in the 
reign of Conjlantius*. But nothing has rendered this battle 
more memorable in hiftory, than th£ unhappy end of Valens 
himfelf, who pcrifhed on this occafion, as all authors agree, 
tho' they differ in their accounts of his death ; for fome write, 
that he was killed upon the fpot ; and others,' that being 
wounded in the field, and not in a condition to fly, he was 
carried 10 a countryman's houfe, which his attendants made 
good againft the barbarians, till they, not fufpc&ing the em- 
peror to be there, fet fire to it, which con fumed the houfe, and 
all who were in it, except a youth, who having made his 
efcape, fir ft out of the flames, and afterwards from the enemy, 
who had taken him prifoner, gave the Romans an account of 
the emperor's unhappy end h . Both thefe opinions arc related 
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by Ammianus ; and the former was adopted by Libanius 9 as 
more proper for a panegyric j but the latter, which is general- 
ly thought the moft probable, by Vi&or ! , St. Jerom Ru- 
fous 1, Orofius m , Zofimus n , and Socrates °. So%omen p and 
Philojlorgius * follow the fanie opinion ; but add fome cir- 
cumstances, which feem quite improbable. St. Chryfoftotn 
fpeaks of the death of Valens penfhing in the flames, as a 
memorable inftance of the vanity of all human grandeur r . 
Theodoret follows the fame opinion j but was certainly mifta- 
ken in fuppofing V alerts not to have been prefent at the bat- 
tle <*. Ammianus obferves, that before Valens left Antiocb, it 
was become a common curfe or imprecation among the inha- 
bitants of that metropolis, May Valens be burnt alive. The Said to 
fame writer pretends that unhappy end to have been portended bane been 
by feveral prodigies, as a punifhment infli&ed upon him by portended 
heaven, for having cau fed Paras king of Armenia to be inhu- byjeyeral 
manly murdered, and for putting many innocent perfons to 

Prodigy 

death, on occafion of the confpiracy of Theodorus c . The 
reader will find in Zofimus the defcription of a fpe&re, which, 
fays he, was feen by Valens and all his court, when he 
marched out of Conftantinople againft the Goths u . To this 
perhaps Ammianus alludes in a paffage, which feems to us very 
obfeure w . Theophanes takes notice of fome other prodigies, 
and afTures us, that fome of the emperor's officers owned af- 
ter his death, that he had fuffered the arufpices to be confut- 
ed concerning the iffue of this war *. Ammianus^ and other 
writers, tell us, that near the place where the emperor 
died, was difcovered, agreeable to a pretended prediction, the 
tomb of an ancient Macedonian captain, by name Mimantus U 
All authors agree, that neither his body, nor the leaft re- 
mains of it were ever found; and that his memory was ho- 
noured by no funeral obfequies. Ecclefiaftic writers look 
upon his death as a judgment from heaven, for his per- 
fecting with great cruelty the catholics, and his encouraging 
the herefy of Arius 9 which flouriflied and encreafed in his 
reign, more than it had done under any of his predeceflbrs. 
With him perifhed in the flames, according to the modern 
Greeks* his great chamberlain, a zealous patron of the 
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Arians* and an avowed enemy to the orthodox believers ?• 
Such was the end of Valens* after he had lived a- 
bout fifty years, and reigned fifteen, four months, and 
Hucha- fome days \ He was quite a ill anger to every branch of lite* 
r*£cr. raturc, and no better acquainted with the military art than 

with the liberal fciences. fic did not fo much as understand 
t/je Greek tongue, though lie had reigned fo many years in 
the eaft among the Greeks, He found out no expedients of 
himfelf ; but, when they were propofed by others, he had 
difcernment enough to know which was the beft and moft 
proper b . He was naturally indolent and inactive, an enemy 
to ail labour, and averfe to bufmefs, which was owing to the 
cafy life he had led, free from trouble, till he was created 
emperor. He was timorous to a great degree, and unwil- 
ling ro ebcpofe himfelf to any danger. To this difpofition 
moft auihois afcribe the extraordinary deference which he ever 
paid to his brother Valentlnian c . Tbemi/iius commends his 
chaftity d \ and Ammianus^ a writer no- ways biailcd in his fa- 
voui, does not reproach him wirh any. kind of lewdnefs or 
de!>auchery. He was conftant and faithful in his friendfliip, 
whereof feveral inftances are related by Ammianus «. He 
raifed fuch only of his relations as were perfons of merit, and, 
generally fpeaking, had regard to nothing but merit in the 
difpofal of employments t. He kept a watchful eye over his 
minifters, exa&ed the military discipline with great rigour, 
iiot fuflFering his foldiers to do the leaft injury to thofe through 
whofe countries they marched, and (hewed himfelf on all oc- 
cafions ready to hearken to the complaints of his injured fub- 
jecte g . He feems to have difcharged the foreign guards, who 
hid been employed by other princes, as the minilters of their 
cruelty h. He was thoroughly acquainted with the ftate of 
his finances, and therefore did not fuffer himfelf to be im- 
pofed upon, as moft of his predeceffors had dune, by thofe 
who managed them x . Though he was quite unacquainted 
with the liberal fciences, yet he is faid to have compofed 
fome fpeeches, with fhe affiftance of one Heliodorus, a man 
of a mean defecut and infamous chara&er, as we read in 
AmmiGn^Sy who complains of the emperor, for obliging per- 
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Tons of the firft rank to attend his funeral Themijlius 
ftyles him the father of the provinces, by rcafon of the great 
care he took in eafing them, by all poffible means, of the 
heavy taxes with which they had been loaded by his prcde- 
cefibrs K Ammianus owns, that he could not with more 
care confult the good of his own family, than he did the wel- 
fare of all his fubje£r.s ; and that the ea/rern provinces had 
been under no prince happier than under him w - However, 
all authors agree, that he had a ftrong hiafs to avarice and 
cruelty, which, joined to his jealous and fufpicious temper, 
prompted him often to condemn innocent pcrfons, and feize 
on their eftates. The leaft fufpicion of treafon rendered him 
inexorable, fays Ammianus 9 and his ears w-re open to all 
manner of accufations n . All the ecclefiaftic writers agree, 
thac he allowed to the many fedls that then prevailed, nay, 
even to the jFews and pagans, the free exerciie of their reli- 
gion ; but perfecuted the catholics with the utmoft cruelty, 
of which we have feen one remarkable inffance in the hiftury 
of his reign ; and the reader may find many others in the 
above-mentioned writers. He left two daughters behind him, 
Car 0 fa and Anajiafta ; but all we know of them is, that Pro- 
cerus % who became famous in the latter end of the reign of 
Theodofius^ married one of them, he being ftylcJ by Zojimus » 
and Sozomen p , the fon-in-iaw of Valens. What became of 
the emprefs Albia Dominica^ after the death of her hulband, 
we are no- where told, St. Cbryfo/lom y writing about the 
year 381, obferves, that tlie widow of an emperor, who had 
been oanifbed by another prince, was then recalled by the 
mediation of many perfons of dtftin&ton, who with much 
ado obtained that favour Mo ft writers take the emprefs, 
of whom he fpeaks in that place, to have been the widow of 
the emperor Valens. But as to the caufe of her difgrace and 
misfortune, we are quite in the dark. With the death of 
Valtns % Ammianus Marcellinus ends his hiftory j but of him, 
and Eutropiusj who wrote his abridgment of the Roman hif- 
tory in the reign of Valens % and by that prince's command, 
we fhall fpeak in note (K^J. 

* AmmIa*. !. xxix. p. 392, 393. 1 Thimist. orat. x. p. 
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(K) Ammianus Marcellinus was a native of Antioch, where his 
family made fome figure (1). He ferved feveraJ year* in the army, 
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from the year 550 to 359, under count Urfincius, partly in Mefopo- 
tamia, and partly in Gaul, in quality of domefiicus, which was then 
an honourable pott. He attended yulian in his Per/tan expedition, 
and was at Jnthcb, or in that neighbourhood, when the confpiracy 
otTheodorus was di (covered in the reign of Valens (t)% Afterwards 
he renounced the profeffion of arms, and retired to Rome, where 
he wrote his hiftory 3 as appears both from the hiftory itfelf f 3), 
an J from a letter which Libanius wrote to him from Antiocb (4), 
while he was compofing it. His twenty-fixth book was not ended 
before the year 590, and the twenty fecond was written the year 
before : 5). His work was divided into thirty -one books, and com- 
prifed the reigns of all the emperors, from Domitian, where Sueto- 
nius ends, to the death of Valens ; but of his thirty-one books, only 
the Iaft eighteen, beginning after the death of Magnentius in 353, 
have reached our times. Tho' he was a Greek, he chofe to write 
in Latin ; but his Latin in the opinion of Vojjius, fpeaks him both 
a Greek and a foldier (6\ But his other good qualities make fuf- 
ficient amends, fays the fame writer, for thefe faults ; for he writes 
with great judgment, and feems to have been a great lover of 
truth (7). However, he plainly betrays a great zeal for the re- 
ligion of the antient Romans, and no final I partiality for thofe who 
countenanced it, efpecially for his hero yulian. In his hiftory he 
fequently makes long and tedious digreflions on the comets, and 
other things which fall not within the province of an hiftorian. In 
his accounts he is now and then fomewhat confufed, and often 
leaves out the moll material circumftances of the fads he relates ; 
which has induced fome to believe, that his hiftory is in feveral 
places maimed and imperfect. But, after all, without his hiftory, 
we rtiould have been quite in the dark with refpect to the moft re* 
markablc tranfactions of thofe times. Some epigrams by one Am- 
tnianus have reached our times j but whether they were the work 
of the hiftorian. is altogether uncertain. The reader will find fe- 
veral things relating to Ammianus^ and his hiftory, in the Prolego- 
mena, which Mr. Valois has prefixed to the Iaft edition of the works 
of that hiftorian at Paris in 168 1. Eutropius wrote his abridgment 
of the Roman hiftory in the reign of Valcnftnian and Valens, and in- 
fcribed it to the latter, having undertaken it at his requeft. He 
gives that prince the title of Gotbicus, a plain proof that he publish- 
ed his work after the year 369, in which Valens defeated Athana- 
ric, one of the kings or chiefs of the Goths. Mr. Valois ftyles him 
a polite and elegant writer ; but Viuetus, who publilhed his works 
in 1 concludes from his ftyle, that he was not a Roman, but a 
Greek (S). VoJJsus too finds fault with his ftyle ; but, upon the 
whole, commends his work, as an abridgment of the Roman hif- 
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toxy done with great judgment (9 ). He is often copied by St. ye* 
rom in his chronicle, and quoted by other Latin writers. His work 
feems to have been in great requeii among the Greeks ; for two 
tranflations of it were done into that language, the one by Paranius, 
and the other by Capita. The latter, who was by birth a Lycian 9 
not only tranflated into Greek the abridgment of Lvvy, fays Smidas, 
done by Eutropius, but wrote betides the hiftory of Ifauria in eight 
books, and likewife that of Ljcia and Pampbylia. The traniWion 
of Eutropius by P*anius, was publifhed among the other Auguftin 
writers by Sylburgiusat Franc fort in i 590. Sylburgius is of opinion, 
that Paranius was contemporary with Eutropius. However that be, 
it is certain, that he often deviates both from the meaning of the 
original, and the truth of hiftory fio). As for Eutropius himfelf, 
Suidas ftyles him an Italian fophift ; and adds, that he publifhed 
feveral other works ( 1 1 ) . From his works it does not appear, 
whether he profeffed the chriftian religion or no* He was prefent, 
according to Codin, at the laying the foundations of Conftantinople 9 
and left behind him an account of the origin of that city ( 1 2). If 
what that author writes be true, Eutropius muft have been very 
young at ..that time. He attended Julian in his expedition into 
Perfia (13). He feems to have been of the fenatorial order ; for 
at the head of his work he is diftinguifhed with the ticie of clarif- 
fimus, which was peculiar tofenators. In the reign of Valentinian* 
and before the year 376, died, according to Sc. Jerom, Aquilius 9 
or Act 'i 'ius Sever us , a native of Spain, who wrote the hillory of his 
own life in profe and verfe, under the title or' catajlropbe. He was 
defcended from another Sever us, to whom Laftantius inferibed two 
books of his letters. St. Jerom places him among the ecciefuftic 
writers ; but his work has been long tince loft. 

(9) Potf- c - 8 - h f 9 8 - ( IO ) Stttrop. Gresc 

p. 63. (l!) Stud p. 1099. (12) Codin.antiq. Con(ian- 

tirtop. p. 17. (13) Eutrop. p. 589. (14) Hier. wr. i/Iuflr. 

c. in. 



CHAP. XXVIII. 

The Roman hijlory^ from the death of Valens, to the 

divrjion of the empire. 

GR ATI AN y alarmed at the danger that threatened 
the eaftern provinces, over-run by the barbarian*, 
folved to march in pcrfon to the afliftance ol his uncle, 

as foon the feafon would permit ; and in the mean time or- 
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dcrcd part of the forces he had with him in Gaul to haften 
into Illyricum, and, joining the troops quartered in that 
province, to enter Thrace* and reinforce the army which 
The Len- Salens had fent thither. This the Germans called Lentienfes y 
tienfes whofe country bordered upon Rhattia, no fooner under flood, 
pafi tbt than by an open breach of the treaty, which they had but 
Rhine, lately concluded with Gratian, they parted the Rhine upon 
and break the ice, to the number of forty thoufand men, and upwards j 
tat 9 GauJ. an( J entering Gaul, began to commit dreadful ravages in the 

neighbourhood of that river. Hereupon the emperor recalled 
the troops which he had ordered ro march into Illyricum,znd fent 
them reinforced with thofe that were left in Gaul under 
the conduit of count Nannianus, and Mallobaudes, king 
of the Franks j who ferved in the Roman army in quali- 
ty of ccmcs domefticorum, to drive back the Lentienfes, whofe 
numbers increafed daily, the Romans, who guarded the banks 
of the Rhine , having through fear of the barbarians, aban- 
doned their ftations. The two generals, though at the head of 
a handful of men, gave them battle in the neighbourhood of 
Argentaria, which moft geographers take to have flood where 
the prefent city of Colmar ftands. The Romans at fir ft gave 
They are ground, being overpowered with numbers j but in the end 
utterly de- gained a complete victory, and made fuch a dreadful havock 
feat ed by of the enemy, that, out of fuch a prodigious multitude, fcarce 
the Ro- five thoufand had the good luck to make their efcape, thirty 
mans. thoufand of them being killed upon the fpot, and the reft 

either flain in the purfuit, or taken prifoncrs. Their king 
Triarius, the chief author of the war, was in the number of 
the flain r . (Jrofius writes, that Gratian was prefent at the 
battle ; and that, depending upon the afliftance of heaven, he 
attacked the enemy, though greatly fuperior to him in num- 
ber f . But Ammianus only writes, that Gratian advanced 
to fuppoi c his generals c . This battle was not fought before 
the month of May ; for on the tvvent) -fecond of April the 
emperor was ftill at Treves^ as appears from a law bearing 
that dafe «. After this victory, Gratian palled the Rhine at 
the head of his army ; and, entering the enemy's country, 
fLut them up on all fides among the barren mountains, to 
which they fled with their families ; and by that means re- 
duced them in a fhort time to fuch (traits, that they were 
7/'<rv fuiced to fubmlt to the terms the conqueror thought fit to 

mtt to prefcribc j one of which was, tlut they Ihould deliver up 



t*;.;iian 
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their youth to fervc in the Roman army, which they did ac- 
cordingly. Thus were the Romans greatly reinforced by this 
new acceffion of ftrength, and at the fame time that incon- 
ftant and faithlefs nation put out of a condition of raifing new 
difturbances in the emperor's abfencc. In this expedition 
Gratian gave fignal proofs of his courage, prudence, good- 
nature, and gcnerofity ; which gained him the cfteem and 
affection of alJ who ferved under him w . He immediately 
wrote to Valens^ acquainting him with his victory, an J beg- 
gin c him not to hazard a battle till he had joined him, which 
he aflured him would be very foon. But f'~a/ens 9 now jeal- 
ous of the reputation of his young -nephew, which he thought 
eclipfed his own, and defirous of equalling lus exploits again ft 
the Germans^ refolved to give battle before his arrival, that 
he might enjoy, without a rival, the glory of the victory, 
which he looked upon as certain. In the mean time, Gra- Gratian 
tian having fufficiently provided for the fecurity of Gaul, be- W a-cbes ta 
gan his march, and with great expedition advanced to Arbor the ajjift* 
Felix y now Arbon^ on the lake of Confiance^ and from thence an:e of bti 
to Lauriacurn* now Lork in Aiiftria, on the Danube , be- uncle. 
tween the Traun and the Ens. There he embarqucd part 
of his troops on the Danube, and marched by land with the 
reft to Bononia in Lower Dacia^ and from thence to 67r- 
mitun, where he ftaid but four days, though he was then ill of 
an intermitting fever. From Sirmium he purfued his march 
along the Danube to a fort in the fame province, called Caf- 
tra Marti s. In his march, fome of his men, who had ftrag- 
gled from the army, were intercepted and cut off by the Alans. 
From Ca/ira Marti s he difpatched Richntnercs^ his comes do- 
mejiicorumy to acquaint Valens, that he was at hand, and 
earneftly entreat him in his name not to engage the numerous 
forces of the enemy till his arrival. But Falens y hafkning the Valens 
battle, that his nephew might have no fliare in the victory, ^ ves y atm 
was utterly defeated and peri/hed, with two thirds of his army, t ; Pt audit 
in the manner we have related above. The day af.er tin drjeatea 
battle, the Goths, informed by a deferter, that I'alcns had left and killed 
many perfons of great diftinciion in Adrianople^ and th.it the before Lis 
imperial treafure was lodged there, laid fiege to the iJace \ arrival. 
but being repulfed with great /laughter, as quite ftrangeis to ^ ^ 
the art of beficging towns, they dr jpped the cnterprife ; &ffi f . 9r tn l 
and marching towards Per'vthus or Hcraclea, laid wa(re that n ~.*'\ 
fertile country, and then advanco to Co't/ranttriop/r, hoping ; drianople 
to make theinfelves matters of that (lately metropolis, and of a vd Con- 

tjie impienfc wealth lodged in it. But the Saraccns % whom (fonti- 

nope, 

w t\i\ mian. ibid. p. 455, 
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Mavla their queen bad fent to the affiftance of the Romans* 
and who were more dextrous at fudden onfets, than regular 
engagements, having in feveml Tallies cut off great numbers 
of the Goths j the reft thought it advifeable to break up the 
liege, and retire from the neighbourhood of that city. The 
remaining part of this year they fpent in ravaging, without 
oppofition, Thrace i Scythia* Mcefia* and even lllyricum* as 
far as the Julian Alps* which part that province from Italy », 
Dreadful -pj^ neighbouring barbarians, namely the §htadi and Sarma- 
lavages tians* entered the Roman territories at the fame time, putting 

7*7/" a11 10 firc an(i fword ' and furpaffing the Goths themfelves in 
Goths *ke unheard-of cruelties they pra&ifed y . St. Jerom gives us 
and other a pathetic account of the calamities fuffered at that time by 
barbarians f ^ e fubjedts of the empire. The whole country, fays he, from 

Conjlantinople to the Julian Alps* have been fwimming thefe 
twenty years in Roman blood : Scythia* Thrace* Macedon % 
Dardania* Dacia, TheJJalonica* (or rather Thejfaly) Achaia % 
both Epirus's* Dalmatian both Pannonia* s* are filled with 
Goths * Sartnat'tans* ghtadianSy Alans* Hunns* Pandals , A$ar- 
comanns* &c. whofe avarice nothing has efcaped, whofe cruelty 
has been felt by perfons of all r**nks, ages, and conditions. 
How many eminent perfons of both fexes, how many facred 
virgins, have been outrageoufly infultcd, and hurried into 
captivity ? Bithops have been inhumanly maffacred, with 
their clergy ; churches pulled down, the reliqucs of the holy 
martyrs dug "u.s, and the facred altars turned into mangers. 
The downfal of the Roman empire is at hand *. The fame 
faint, writing in the year 406, that is, eight years after the 
prefent time, tells us, that fllyricum 9 Thrace* and Dalmatia, 
his native country, looked ftill like defcrts, and that nothing 
was to be feen in them but briars and thick forefls a . The 
cities of Illyricum* which fuffered moil on this occafion, were 
Petavio and Aiurfia ; the former is faid to have been betray- 
ed to the barbarians by Valens* whom the Arians had at- 
tempted to raife to that fee b . As there were great numbers 
of Goths* who ferved in the Roman armies, quartered in the 
forts and cities of Afta* "Julius* who commanded in that pro- 
vince, apprehending they would rife and join their country- 
All the m cn, if they fhould move that way, by private letters fent to 
(ioths put governors of the cities where they were quartered, ordered 
to the them all to be maflacred at the fame time. This fevere, but 
Invordju p Cr haps neceflary, order was put in execution without the 
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leaft noife or disturbance, and Afia delivered from the danger 
it had juft reafon to apprehend ; for Zojimus aflures lis, that 
the Goths only wanted an opportunity to revolt, and treat the 
Romans as they were treated by them «. 

We left Gratian on the frontiers of Thrace* ready to enter 
that province, and join Valens ; but he no (boner heard the 
news of his death, and of the great lofs the Romans had fuf- 
tained in the fatal battle of Adrianople* which was brought to 
him by Vi&or, who had had the good luck to efcape the ge- 
neral ilaughter, than he marched back to Sirmi-n:? y to delibe- 
rate there on the moft proper meafures to be taken in fo cri- 
tical a conjuncture. After a fhort ftay at Sirmium* he march- 
ed at the head of all the forces he could afTemble, to Conjlan- 
tinoplc, to fecure that metropolis; and in the mean time 
conftdering with himfelf how many brave officers had perifhed 
in the prefent war, and how much he flood in need of an able 
and faithful general, he fent for young Theodofius* who, after Gratian 
having given fignal proofs of his courage, conduct and expe- fends /or 
rience in military affairs, had, upon the death of his father, Thcodo- 
retired to Spain* his native country, to avoid, as we have re- ** as * 
latcd above, the ftorm that threatened him. Theodofius com- 
plied with the emperor's command ; and quitting his retire- 
ment, haftened into Illyricum* where he was received by Gra- 
tian with the greateft demon It rations of kindnefs and efteem, 
and foon after fent at the head of a confiderable army againft 
the Sarmatians* who were in full march to join the Goths : 
but Theodojius* falling upon them, cut the greater part of them Who gain 
in pieces, and obliged the reft to repafs the Danube. The a complete 
yiclrory he gained on this occafion was fo complete, that the *>i&ory 
emperor could not believe the account which Theodoftus him- g^*^/ 

informed of the truth' by perfons fent on purpofe to view tiaiW " 
the field of battle d . To this victory, and the other which 
Gratian had gained this year over the Germans before he 
left Gaul, Aufonius no doubt alluded, when he wrote, that 
the emperor in one and the fame year appcafed the troubles 
on the Rhine and the Danube c . From Conjlantivople the 
emperor returned to Sirmium 9 and parted the winter there. 
As he was a zealous catholic, he no fuoner faw himfelf by the Gratian 
death of Valens* maftcr of the eaft, than he recalled and re- recah the 
ftored to their fees, the orthodox bifliops, who had been bit- 
niflied by Valens ; and, by an cdift, granted an entire iiliert; 
of conference to chriftians of all denominations, exc.-p: the 



emperor touia hoc ocneve tiic aciuuut wijk.ii j uim- 

felf gave him of it upon his return to court, till he was 
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Manichces* the Photinians, and the Eunomians* whom he 
would not fuffer to have any churches f . This edict put a 
flop to the pcrfecuiiun, which the Arians had raifed, and car- 
ried on with gr-at cruelty a gain ft the catholics, during the 
whole reign or Falens. Gratian* not with [landing his zeal 
for the o/thodox fjich, did not think it advifcable for the pre- 
fent to meddle any farther with religious affairs, through fear 
of railing new difturbances, which, in the prefent diffracted 
irate of the empire, might have been attended by dangerous 
confequences. This Jaw, granting liberty of confeience to 
all chnftbns, feems to have taken place only in the eaft, where 
the catholics did not enjoy it before j for by another law e- 
nacteJ this very year, and addrefTed to Flavianus* vicar of 
Africa* he abfolutely con Jem ns the Donatijis* orders their 
churches to be delivered up to the catholics, and declares, that 
he will fuffer no other doctrine to be taught or held, except 
that which is agreeable to the gofpel, to the faith of the apof- 
tlcs, and to the tradition of the church 6 . While he refided 
at Sirmium* furrounded on all fides by the barbarians, he nam- 
ed A gonitis and Olybrius confuls for the enfuing year. He 
wrote to An font us* who had been hij preceptor, a moft oblig- 
ing letter, acquainting him with his promotion, and at the 
fame time fent h»m the confular robe, that which the emperors 
wore when they triumphed \ As Vaiem died without iiTuc 
male, G ration toy his death became folc mafter of the em- 
pire ; but not thinking himfelf, being then only in the twen- 
tieth year of his age, equal to fo great a burden, efpecially 
at fo critical a conjuncture, when the Goths, Hunns* Alans* 
Sanitations* and ^uadlans* had broken into the empire on one 
fide, and the Alemanns and other German nations were ready 
to invade it on the other, he refolved to take a colle^ue ca- 
pable of eafing him of part of his burden, and extricating the 
Irate out of the difficulties under which it laboured. Young 
Falentinian lhared indeed with him the title, but not the au- 
thority of emperor, he being then but feven or at moft eight 
years old. Without any regard therefore to his own relations, 
or rather looking upon thofe, to ufe the exprctfion of Themif- 
tius* as his near eft relations, who were heft qualified for fo 
great a truft, he determined to afluine Theodoftut for his partner 
in the fupreme power ; a perfon of melt extraordinary accom- 
plilhments and no lefs admit ed by all on account of his exem- 
plary piety, than for his prudence, his experience in war, 
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and the mighty exploits he had already performed ». Purfu- n«7£j 
ant to this refolution, he declared him emperor at Sirmium Theod o- 

on the nineteenth of January of the enfuing year 379, while ** lus ro *k* 
Aujonius and j^. Clodius Her m age ni anus Olybrius were confuls. e,, 'P* ie - 
It was with the utmoft difficulty that Gratian prevailed upon 
him to pccept, fays Pa cat us , what others fought with fo 
much ambition, and employed the moft unlawful means to 
attain. He refufed, continued the fame author, what others 
looked upon as the greateft happinefs* in fuch manner as evi- 
dently fiiewed, that he accepted it in the end by mere con- 
ftraint fc. After Gratian had to the general fjtisfa&ion both 
of the people and foldiery, declared him emperor with the u- 
fual iolemnity, he committed to his care the eaft, Thrace * And com* 
and the reft of the provinces, which had been governed by ?n its the 
[Salens , referving for himfelf only Gaul* Spain* and Britain \ eaft em 
for Italy* Illyricum* and Africa, were held by his brother frovjnees 
Valentinian K Sozomen writes, that to the eaft Gratia'! added t0 care 
Jllyricum m ; which, if true, muft be underftood of the eaft 
part of Illyricum ; for the weft part was always held by the 
princes of the weftern empire, who till this time h.t'J i cen 
matters of both. IVeft Illyricum comprifed both Pannoaiu s* 
the one and the other Noricum* Dalmatia, and Savia, which 
we take to be the province that was for fome time known by 
the name of Valeria. That Gratian kept thefe provinces is 
paft difpute n . Eaft Illyricum con lifted of Macedon* the one 
and the other Epirus* Ikeffaly* Achaia* Crete, both Dac'ufs* 
Upper Maefia* Dardania, and Prarvalitana <>. 

Theodoftus, whom Gratian raifed to the empire, was, ac- Birth % r- 
cording to moft authors, a native of Cauca in Gal:c : a, which ducat hn* 
city ftill retains the fame name j but Marccllinus in his chro- employ 
liicle fuppofes him to have been born in Italica near &V;\7/V, mentis &c, 
the birth-place of the emperor Trajan \ and both that v. nU: V Theo- 
and Claudian reckon him among the great men of the Ulpi- a °fi as « 

an family, from which Trajan was fpruug p. Theotiopus re- 
fembled that prince according to Viclor* both in the features 
of bis face, and the virtues of his mind ; but was a fl ranker 
to the vices of Trajan* fuch as drunkennefs, incontinence, 
and ambition 1. He was the fon of Thefmantia and the ce- 
lebrated Theochjius* who conquered a new province in Britain, 
overcame Fir mm in Africa, and was defervedly accot- u ...c 

» Themist. or. xiv. p. 182. k Pacat. p. 253, 2^4. 

} Theod. 1. v. c. 6. p. 711. Zos. p. 746. "» Soz, 1. vii. c. 
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greateft commander of his age r . But his triumphs and great 
reputation having railed him many enemies at court, he was 
executed at Carthage in the year 3769 the fecond of Gratian's 
reign, as we have related above, ri&or tells us, that the name 
of the emperor T1>eodofius*s father was Honerius r ; but he is 
therein contradicted by Amniianus Marcellinus^ and all the 
other writers. Both the emperor and his rather, in moft an- 
tiem coins, bear the pnenomen of Flavius, which, after Can- 
Jiantine's time, became commortlo thofe who had none of 
their own : whence fome authors conclude, and perhaps not 
improbably, that the family of Theodofius made no great figure 
berore that prince's reign ; and that Claudian and Vi&or only 
flattered him in deriving his pedigree from Trajan. Pacatus 
obferves, that he was a native of Spain, as well as Trajan 
and Adrian; but takes not the Icaft notice of his being of the 
fame family, which we can fcarce believe he would have o- 
mittcd, had "Jbccdo/ius been allied to thofe two great princes. 
He had, according to Viclor, only ore brother and a lifter, 
whole children he brought up with the fame care as he did 
his own r . St. Ambrefe and Symmachus fuppofe him to have 
had feveral brothers u . One of his brothers, by name Hond- 
rius, had bv his wife Maria, whom Claudian ftyles one of 
the moft illuftrious women Spain ever produced, two daugh- 
ters, Thcrmantia and Serena, of whom the latter was marri- 
ed to the famous Stilicbo, and the former to another general, 
whofe name is not mentioned w. Eucherius, whom we ihall 
fee conful in 381, is fuppofed to have been another of the em- 
peror's brothers *. The emperor himfelf was born in the 
year 346, fo that he was advanced to the empire in the thirty- 
third year of his age We are told that he was called The- 
ado us, not only occaufe his father had been fo named, but 
becanfc both his parents were commanded in a dream to give 
him that name, fi gni lying according to the import of the 
Greet word Tbeodcjfus, that the child was in a particular man- 
ner the gift of God ». He ferved under his father in Britain, 
when he was yet very young * ; and being foon after created 
duke of Mcrfia, be gained a memorable victory over the Sar- 
mat 'nim in 374, being then only eighteen years old b . After 
the death of nis father he withdrew to Spfin 9 to avoid the 

r Ammian. I. xxviii.p. 368. f VicT. p. 546, 'Idem 
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ftorm which threatened him too j and there led a retired life, 
employing his time partly in reading, and partly in works of 
agriculture, till he was recalled by Grotian in 373, and de- 
clared emperor c He was then married to Flaccilla 9 called 
by moft ol ? he Greek writers Placilla y and by fome Placidia. 
Site is thought to have been die daughter of Anton i us ^ who, 

after having been prefect of Italy and Gaul in 376* and the 
two following years, was railed to the confullhip in 382 d - 
She was a native of Spain % and After to the mother of Afe- 
bridius, who married Salvina^ the daughter of Gildo a Moor- 
ijh prince, and count of Africa f . Nebridius was proconful 
of .'jiu in 39^, but died foon after; for Salvina was a wi- 
dow, when ot. yerom, who had lived in great intimacy with 
the father of Nebridius^ wroic to her in 400 g * Theodojius 
had at leaft three children by Placet lla y viz. Arcadius y born 
about the year 3779 during his father's retirement ; for he 
was thirty when he died on the firft of May 4.08- Honor ius 9 
born in 384, and a daughter, named Pulcberia y born before 
the year 379, ilnce Theodojius had then, according to Claudi- 
an fevcral children. To thefe fome add, and among the 
reft St. Ambrofe *, and Tbemijlius a third fon, named Gra- 
tia n. They do not tell us whether he was the fon of Flaccil- 
la y or Gal/a y the emperor's fecond wife, of whom here- 
after ; but Gregory of NyJJa writes in exprefs terms, that the 
emperor had by Flaccilla only three children, viz. two fons and 
one daughter l . Befides Gratian y who died before his father, the 
emperor had by Galla the celebrated Placidia y mother to Va~ 
lentinian III. and another fon ; but the mother died in child- 
bed, and the child with her ». 

The joy which the news of Theodojius 9 * promotion gave to 
all the fubjects of the empire, was equal to the mighty opi- 
nion they entertained of his juftice, integrity, moderation, 
and abilities in war ; and truly, tho' commendations in the 
mouth of a poet are of no great weight, yet wc cannot help 
thinking with Claudian y that the empire, without the afii fi- 
ance of TbtodoJiuSy would never have recovered its former 
luftre, but rather become a prey to the barbarians n . But 
to return to Gratian y he feems to have continued fome 
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months at Sirmium* after the promotion of Tbeodofius 0 ; 
nay, Socrates* tho' in this place fomewhat con fu fed, tells us, 
that he gained confiderable advantages over the barbarians * 
Gratian who furrounded him on all fides ; and foon after fet out for 
returns to Gaul, upon intelligence, that the Germans were up in arms, 
Gaul. and ready to break into that province p . He was at Aquileia 

In the beginning of July* and in the latter end of the fame 
month at Milan*, where he contracted great intimacy with 
Sc. Ambrofe* to whom he ever after /hewed the higheft re- 
fpecl and veneration, as appears from a letter he wrote 
to him with his own hand, which in our opinion deferves no 
lefs to be admired for the elegance of the ftyle, than rbr 
the pious and truly chriftian fentiments it contains r . It was 
at his requeft that St. Ambrofe wrote, tho* unwilling to en- 
gage in religious debates, his excellent treatife on faith, in 
which he proves the divinity of the Son, and another proving 
the divinity of the Holy Ghoft f - The pious emperor was fo 
well pleafed with thefe two pieces, that he immediately or- 
d-red a church to be delivered up to the catholics, which he 
had fequeftered at Milan in 380, with a defign as was 
thought, to give it to the Avians* out of complaifance to his 
mother-in-law Ju/lina. At the fame time, revoking the law 
by which lie had granted, the preceding year, liberty of con- 
J la-v *- Science to all fc<Ste, he publiflied another, fobidding all here- 
zain'lbere- ^ Cs ' c A )tc,a ^y tne re-baptizcrs, to preach their tenets, or to 
tics. hold ailemblics in any part of the empire. This law is 

dated from Milan the third of Augujl of the prefent year 
379 c , and was, no doubt, owing to the zeal of St. Ambrofe. 
Gratian left Milan foon after j and paffing thro* Rhaetia* 
the province of the Sequani* and Germania Prima* repaired 
to Treves* where he was on the fourteenth of September n , 
ami perhaps before ; for he is faid to have marched with in- 
credible expedition, and to have furprifed the people of Gaul 
with his unexpected arrival w . He parted the winter at 
Treves* and confequently was in that city, when Aufonius* 
upon the expiring of his confulfhip, pronounced the oration, 
which has reached our times, thanking the emperor for that 
The Lorn- ami the other honours he had conferred Upon him ". Thi* 
bards. year we find the Lombards* whom we Aall fee two hundred 

years hence mailers of Italy, fir ft mentioned in hiftory. 
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Pro/per , who after having copied the chronicle of St. jFerom 
to this time begins now one of his own, tells us, that the 
Lombards, abandoning the moft diftant coafts of the ocean, 
and their native country Scandinavia, and fecking new fettle- 
ments, as they were over-ftocked with people at home, at- 
tacked firft, and overcame about this time, the Vandals, a 
German nation. They were headed by two chiefs named 
lboreus and Aionus, who dying about ten years after, they 
created Agclmond y fon to the hitter, their nrft king, who 
reigned thirty-three years K We are told, that the Lombards, 
and the Gepidcs, were for many years one and the fame na- 
tion ; and that they patted the Danube together about the 
year 400, in the reign of Honorius, who allowed them fct- 
tlements about Sirmium and Singidunum. This is what Gro- 
tius writes upon the authority of Paulus Diaconus, who 
flourished in the ninth century *. Grotius adds, that the 
Gepidts, and confequcntly the Lombards, held the tenets of 
Artus, and that they were orignally Vandals ». Tho* we 
have faid after Grotius , that Pro/per is the firft author who 
mentions the Lombards , yet we muft own, that their name 
is to be met with in Ptolemy, Tacitus and Strabo. But 
to this Grotius anfwers, that by the name of Lombards in 
thofe authors are meant, not the people we are here fpeaking 
of, but other German nations, who from their long beards 
Were called Longobardi and Langobardi. 

We left Theodofius at Sirmium, where he had been declared 
emperor on the nineteenth of January of this year 3-9. The 
He was furrounded on all fides with numberlefs njul- Wis fat* 
titudes of barbarians, who, after the deleat and death of of taft- 
Valens, fcoured the neighbouring countries without reftraint, ern ye- 
deftroying all with fire and fword. Dacia, Thrace and //- wikw- 
lyricnm were already loft. The Goths, the Taifali, the Aians, 
and the Hunns, were matters of the greateft part of thefe 
provinces, and had ravaged and laid wafte the reft : the 
Armenians, Iberians and Perfians, were like wife up in arms, 
and ready to take advantage of the prefent diftracted ftate of 
the empire *\ What evils, fays Gregory Nazianxcn, have 
we not feen or heard of ? whole countries have been de- 
ftroyed with fire and fword ; many thoufand pcrfons of all 
ranks and ages have been inhumanly maflacrcd ; the rivers 
are ftill dyed with blood, and the ground covered with heaps 

T Pros p. chron. Grot, proleg. in hilt. Goth. p. 5^ * Idem, 
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of dead bodies* Let us not afcribe the calamities we fuffer 
to the cowardice of our foldiers, who have conquered ihc 
world ; our /ins, and the Arian impiety, which has fo long 
prevailed, are the only caufe of our misfcr'unes c. The few 
fnidicis who had fur.ived the late defeat, tfrucfc with terror 
and d if/n^y, kept within the cities and lirou £ -1. j3Js of Thrace? 
without daring fo much as to look abroid, much lefs co 
make head againft the victorious enemy, wh moved about 
the country in great bodies d . Gr«tian 9 ui ah' likelihood, 
gave the new emperor fome troops ; 'tis at leaft certain, ::iat 
he left with him two officers of great distinction, liz. 
count Ricomer % a Frank by nation, and Afajorlanus^ who 
commanded the troops of Illyruum under G rattan , and was 
by Thcodofius rai fed to the pott of general both of the horfe 
and four. Both thefe officers diftmguiihed themfelves under 
Theodojius in a very eminent manner, and gained great advan- 
tages over the Gothj e . Tbeodoftus leaving Sirmium foon af- 
ter the departure of Gratian* repaired to Tbejfalonica? the 
capital of .£4/? Ulyricum? which Gratia n had yielded to him, 
as we have obferved above f , and was ft ill there on the ieven- 
JSf chief teenth of "June s . During his ftay in that metropolis, the 
cities in 

t/ Jg chief cities of the eaft fent deputies to him, congratulating 
taft fend him upon his acceffion to the lovereign power, and craving 
deputies to his protection. At the head of the deputies from Conjlan- 
Theodo- tinople was the celebrated orator Themijiius^ who, in a Ipeech 
fitfs, which he pronounced on that occafion, begged the emperor 

to confirm the privileges granted to that great metropolis 
by his auccftoi> The emperor received them all in a moft 
obliging inaiiuci , proniiiing to rediefs, as far as in him lay, 
the evils of which they complained h . Having reinforced his 
army with new levies, and made other preparations for war, 
during his ftay at Tbeffalonica? he took the field, probably 
about the end of Jum j for on the feventh of July he was at 
Scupi in Dardania* and on the tenth of Auguft at a place 
called Vicus Augujii *, the fituation of which is unknown to 
geographers, be vera I battles were faugh t this year, of which 
we can fcarce give any account ; for our beft guide, Ammianus 
Marcellinusy fails us here ; and other authors are fo obfeure 
in their accounts, fo inconfiftent with each other, and often 
with themfelves, that we can fcarce depend upon any thing 
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they relate. Jdatius k , Pro/per and Orofius m , tell us, He gains 
that many great battles were fougbr, and as many fignal federal 
vi&orics gained by Iheodofius. On the other hand, Zofimus <vi£lorit$ 
mentions hut one battle, which he defcribes at length, but ^verthe 
as he ffcudics on all occafions to detract as much as he can ^ otlls * 
from the glory of Theodofius^ he afcribes the fignal victory 
tha.t was gained, not to him, but to one Modares^ a prince 
of royal extraction among the Goths , who had lately taken 
part with the Romans n . Zojimus, prompted by his blind 
zeal for the worfhip of the idols, omits no opportunity of 
vomiting his venom againft a prince who com pleated, as 
we fhall fee, the ruin of idolatry, which other princes had 
fuffered out of policy, or had not been able utterly to ex- 
tirpate. We ought to be very cautious in giving credit to 
what that writer relates to the prejudice of a prince, againft 
whom he betrays on all occafions an inveterate hatred, and 
unfurmoun table prejudice. As to Modares, by whofe con- 
duct Th'ace was delivered, according to that writer, from 
ruin and deftru£ion, he was a man of great add refs, in- 
trepidity and experience in war. St. Gregory Naxianzen 
wrote fome letters t ^ him, wherein he exrolls his piety, 
and recommends to him the peace and tranquility of the 
church 0 ; whence we may conclude him to have been, 
not only a chriftian, but a catholic. Pro/per tells us, that 
Theodofius not only overcame the Gotbs in feveral pitched 
battles, but forced them to repafs the Danube, and by that 
means J.Hvered 'Thrace from the insupportable yoke under 
which it groaned p . Great numbers of them took part with 
the Romans, after having delivered up to the emperor fome of 
the chief men a mono; them as hoftages. Thus Pro/per, Zofi- 
mus % and Scxomen r . However, it is no eafy matter to de- 
termine, whither rbofe retired who rep4fied the Danube, fince 
their own country was poflefleu by the Hunns, who had driven 
them out. The operations of this campaign are by fome au- 
thors confufedly dafeJ, and only hinted at by others ; and 
therefore we have not been aole to give any diftindt account 
of them. All we know for certain is, that part of the Goths 
fubmitced to Theodofius 9 and the reft withdrew from Thrace. 
In this, at lead, all authors arc unanimous. The emperor, 
Jiavingthus reftorcd Thrace to its former tranquility, returned 
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in the latter end of the autumn to Thejfalonica^ and there took 
up his winter-quarters. 

The following year 380, the two emperors were confuls, 
Gratian the fifth time, and Theodojius the fir ft. The former, 
after having patted the winter at Treves ; from which place 
we find two laws dated the fixth and fifteenth of February 
let out early in the fpring for Italy, and was on the fourteenth 
of March at Aqulleia y and at Milan , on the twenty- fourth of 
April. From Milan he advanced to Sirmium, and continued 
tiil the end of the fummer, partly in the neighbourhood of that 
city, and partly in Pannonia f . Theodojius was feized in the 
month of February of this year with a dangerous malady ; 

and this was what obliged Gratian to quit Gaul, and haften 
into Illyricum, left the neighbouring barbarians mould lay hold 
Iilyricura. c f that opportunity to break into Thrace *. As the Goths 

were ft ill in arms, and threatened to pafs the Danube , Gra fl- 
an, during the malady of his collegue, propofed, and con- 
cluded, a treaty of peace with them, which, however advan- 
tageous to their nation, was confirmed by 'theodojius upon his 
recovery u . One of the articles of this treaty was, if Zofi- 
tnus is to be credited, that the Goths, who ferved in the Roman 
armies, fhould beat liberty to quit the fervice when they plea- 
fed, provided they found others to fubftitute in their room nr. 
Gratian 9 by a law dated from Milan the twenty-fourth of 
April, exempts from the obligation of acting upon the ftage 
fuch women as had embraced the chriftian religion, tho' bound 
by their birth to follow thatinfamous profeffion *. He renewed 
the fame law the following yea;, adding this claufe to it, that 
if fuch women behaved for the future more like players than, 
chriftians, they fhould be condemned to ferve the ftage the re- 
Theodofi- niaining part of their lives* without remiifion y . As for Theo- 
us, being defius, being feized in the beginning of this year with a dan- 
feszeJwtb gerous malady, as we have hinted above, he demanded with 
mdange- great earneftnefs the facrament of baptifm ; which he received 
rows mala- with exemplary piety at the hands of Afcolus bifliop of Tbtf- 
myjs bmp- falanica, after having carefully informed himfelf of the faith 

that prelate profeffed. Finding him to be both orthodox in 
his btlief, and blamelefs in his manners, the pious emperor 
immediately fent for him to court, was baptized by him ; 
and from that inftant, the violence of the malady abating, 
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he began to recover *• Soon after* the emperor gave a fignal His xeal 
proof of his zeal for the orthodox faith, by the famous law f ' or *be or- 
dated from Thejfalonica the twenty- eighth of February of the fhodox 
preferit year 380. In that law Theodo/ius declares that he will/**'** 
have all his fuojefts, without exception, to adhere to the faith 
which the church of Rome had received of St. Peter, 
which was taught by Dartafcus bifhop of th2t city, and by 
Peter bilhop of Alexandrite, a man of great fan<£tity \ that is, 
that they mu ft all acknowledge and confefs the divinity of the 
Father, of theSon, arid of the Holy Ghoft, that thofe, who held 
this dodrine, fliould be deemed chriftian catholics : but, on 
the contrary, fuch, as rejected it, fliould be treated as heretics 
and infamous perfons ; their conventicles fhould not be called 
churches, and they them (elves fliould undergo thofe punifli- 
ments, which were due to their wickednefs, from the im- 
perial authority and divine juftice, it being a crime and a fa- 
erilege to depart from the true faith through contcn.pt, 
nay, or out ignorance *. Thus this memorable law, which 
was addrefled to the people of Conftantinople, and to the pre- 
fect Eutropius y with orders to fend it into all the prov inces, 
andcaufe it to be every - where obferved by the fubjedis of the 
empire *>. To this law St* Aujfin, no doubt, alluded, when 
he wrote, that Theodojius, upon his acceffion to the empire, by 
a law full of mercy and juftice, curbed the fury of the wick- 
ed, and relieved the church, long opprefled by the protection 
given by Valens to the Arians c . Befides this, the emperor Several 
pubiifhed feveral other laws this year, tending to the reforms!- Imneof 
tion of manners, vm* one dated the twenty- leventh of this year. 
March, forbidding all capital trials during the forty days pre- 
ceding Eajler ; that is, during Lent ; another of the eigh- 
teenth of December, prohibiting, under fevere penalties, wi- 
dows to marry during the time of mourning for their de- 
ceafed huibands, which was by this law extended from ten 
months to a whole year : Several laws againft informers, who 
were to be puniflied with death, if they were found to have 
informed thrice, tho' their informations had aiways proved true 5 . 
By a law dated the fix teen th of November, the emperor de- 
clares it unlawful for any one to beg theeftates of fuch perfons 
as were condemned for treafon ; adding, whereas the impor- 
tunity of fuch petitioners often wrcft* from the prince what 
he ought not to grant, his refcript in their favour /ball be of 
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no force ; and fuch as fhall by that means have obtained the 
confifcated eftates, {hall be punifhed as tranfgreflbrs of the 
laws. Thefe effaces he will have the prince to grant merely 
of his own motion d . Under other princes, the eftates of 
perfons condemned for treafon were frequently granted tothofe 
who had accufed them, which pipved a great encouragement 
'to informers ; but this, and the otfcer laws of Theodcjius* put a 
{lop to their vile practices. By former laws, the eftates of 
fuch as had been banifhed, or executed, fell to the exchequer ; 
but Theedofiusi by two laws of this year, dated the feventeenth 
of June> orders the eftates of the former to be divided be* 
tween the exchequer and the criminal, or his children ; and 
thofe of the latter to be left intire to their children or 
grand-children c . We are not told what induced the empe- 
ror to be more indulgent to the children of thofe who were 
executed, than to the children of fuch as were only banifhed. 
In cafes of treafon, only one fixth of the criminal's eftate 
was to be left to his children, whether he was banifhed or 
executed. The emperor publifhed fevcral other laws this 
year, which are fo many inftanccs of his good-nature, his 
application to bufinefs, and his care of the public welfare f. 
Tkt Goths Notwithstanding the treaty which the Goths had 
re- enter concluded with Gratian* during the malady of Theodojius, that 
Thrace, prince had no fooner left Illyricum y to return to Gau/ 9 than 

they palled the Danube , under the conduct of Fritigern* Ala- 
thcus^ and Saphrax 5 and breaking into Thrace and Pannonia % 
advanced as far as Afacedon 9 deftroying all with fire and 
fword g . Xofimus writes, that they laid wafte Theffaly and 
Epirus* and penetrated as far *s Achaia 9 without meeting with 
the Icaft oppofition fi . Theodofius 9 having in the mean time 
drawn together his troops, took the field ; and coming up 
with the enemy on the frontiers of Maadon 7 thought it advi- 
feable not to venture an engagement with forces fo much fupe- 
rior to him in number ; but to harrafs them by cutting off 
their parties, and intercepting their convoys. The Goths 9 
appnTed of his defign, attacked the Rotmn camp in the dead 
of the nighty made themfelves m afters of it, cut mod of 
Theodofius's men in pieces, and would have taken the empe- 
ror himfelf prifoner, had he not faved himfelf by a fpeedy 
flight, while the Goths were bufied in plundering the tents 1. 
Thus Zoftmus. JJut Idatius k, Mavallinus 1, Gregory Na* 
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xianzsn 9 who ^ was then at Conjtantinople «», and Philoftor- 
gius % an Arlan writer, and confequently no-ways partial to 
Theodofius* afiiire us, that the emperor gained a complete TheodoH- 
viftory ov.er the Goths ; and chat, upon his return to Conjian- xx%deft*ts 
tinople 9 which happened, according to fome, on the feven- the Gotks. 
teenth, according to others, on the twenty-fourth, of No* 
vernier, he entered that metropolis in triumph. Jornandes 9 
Who omits no opportunity of fetting forth the exploits of 
his Goths 9 takes no notice of their pretended vi&ory over 
Tbeodojius. Befides, Gregory Nazianxeit defcribes his trium- 
phal entry into Conftantinople , of which he was an eye- wit - 
nefs ; and adds, that he well defer ved that honour, for having 
checked the fury of the barbarians, who, confiding in their 
numbers and natural fiercenefe, had ventured to engage him 
The emperor, foon after his arrival in that metropolis, 
appointed Gregory Naxianzen bifhop of the place, in the room 
of the Arian bifhop Demophilus 9 who refufed to fubferibe to 
the dodtrine of the council of Nice. The emperor in perfon 
conducted the new bifhop to the great church, and put him in 
poflef&on, both of that, and of all the other churches in the 
city, with their revenues, driving out the Arians,. who had 
Jield them for the fpace of forty years p . Thus was the ffo orth*- 
prthodox faith re-eftablifh«d in the metropolis of the eaft, a- dox faith 
bout the latter end of this year 380. The next confuls were re efta- 
FL Syagrius and Fl. Eucherius, uncle, as is fuppofed to Theo- blijbedin 
dofius. Gratian was this year, as appears from the dates of the eaft. 
feveral laws, at Milan on the twenty- ninth of March \ at A- 
qui lei a on the twenty-fecond of April and eighth of May ; 
and at Treves on the fourteenth of OJfober. He returned to 

* ■ 

Aquileia on tfic twenty-fixth of December, and feems to have 
paired the winter in that city q . Palentinian had introduced 
the cuftom of fetting yearly at liberty fome criminals, on oc- 
cafion of the feftival of Eajler. This cuftom Gratian con- 
firmed by a law addreffed to Antidius, vicar of Rome ; but 
excludes from fuch indulgence all criminals guilty of trcafon, 
parricide, murder, adultery, rapes, inceft, magic, all falfe 
coiners, and fuch as had been pardoned before. This law was 
read at Rome on the twenty-firft of July of this year 38 1 r . 
As to the affairs in the eaft, Theodofius continued at Con/lan- 
tinople, at lead to the nineteenth of July. During his ftay in 
that metropolis, he publilhcd a law dated the tenth of January, 

™ Greg. NAZ.car. I. p. 20* B Phi lost. 1. ix. c. 19. 

p. 133. °Ghic. Naz, car. i. p. 20, 2i. p Socr, 1. v. c. 
7. p. 263, 264. Greg. Naz. ibid. 1 Cod. Theod. chron. p. 
104, 105. * Idejn,l.ix. cit. 38. leg. 6. p. 275. 
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forbidding heretics of all denominations to bold aflemblies 
in cities, and commanding the churches throughout the em- 
pire to be immediately delivered up to the catholics. The 
execution of this memorable law was committed to Sapor 9 
one of the greatcft generals of his time, who was Tent into 

the fevcrai provinces,' with orders every- where to drive out the 
heretics, and put the catholic pa (tors in pofleffion of the 
churches the fedarizs had ufurped. Sapor met no- where 
with the lead difficulty in the execution of his commiflion, 
except at Antioch, where the catholics were divided among 
themfelves f . PhiloJIorgius writes, that the Artans were not 
only' driven from the churches, but from the city of Constan- 
tinople*. This year Athanaric, the m oft powerful of all the 
Gothijh princes, who had maintained a three years war with 
Faleusy as we have related above, being driven out by a fac- 
tion at home, took refuge in the Roman territories, notwiths- 
tanding his pretended oath never to tread en Roman ground; 
and coining to ConflantinopU^ was there received with great 
marks of friendfhip by Theodofius, who went out to meet him, 
and attended him, and his numerous retinue, into the city on 
the eleventh of January of the prefent year* But Athanaric, 
died fobn after, viz.. on the twenty-fifth of the fame month ; 
and Theodojius caufed him to be buried after the Roman 
manner, with fuch pomp and folemnity, that the Goths who 
had attended him in his flight, aftonifhed at the magnificence 
of the funeral, returned home, refolved never to moleft the 
Romans ; nay, out of gratitude' to the emperor, who had thus 
honoured the memory of their deceafed prince, they took 
upon them to guard the banks' of the Danube, and prevented 
the Romans from being attacked on that fide 8 . Orofius 
writes, that the emperor's generous behaviour to Athanaric 
made fuch a deep impreffion on all the Gothijh nations, that, 
charmed with his virtue and Angular good-nature, they renounc- 
ed all farther thoughts of war, andiubmitted to the laws of the 
empire w . The fame thing is confirmed by Idatius and AAar~ 
cellinus ; but this did not happen 'till the third of Oclobcr ot 
the following year, as we (hall relate anon. A few days af- 
ter the arrival of sltbanaric at ConJIantinop!e, and before bin 
death, the philofoplicr Tkcmiftius pronounced his fifteenth o~ 
ration in the palace before the emperor, in which heobferves, 
among other things, chat ThccdofitiY % who was then in the 
third year of his reign, had granieJ innumerable favours, but 
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had not yet condemned one perfon to death *. The pious 
emperor, no lefs deiirous to heal the diviiions that rent the 
church, than to redrefs the abufes. which prevailed in the ftate, 
fummpned this year, in the month of Afay 9 the fecond gene- The fecceni 
ral or oecumenical council, which was held at Con/fantinople aecumeni- 
by all the bifhops of his dominions*. While the council was cal council* 
aflembling, the emperor publifhed a law dated the fecond of Several 
Aiay % depriving fuch as had renounced the chriftian religion l*™' °f 
to embrace paganifm, of the right of difpofing of any thing Theodofi- 
by will ». By a law dated the eighth of the fame month, " s 
he extends that penalty to the Manichees, whofe eftates he bertUcu . 
declares confifcated, unlefs their children (hould embrace the 
true religion ; in which cafe they were to enjoy the inheri- 
tance of their parents b . In a council held before the empe- 
ror on the twenty- ninth of June* Theodojius declared, that the 
refpe£t due to the priefthood not fuiFering bifhops to be lum- 
moned to the public courts as witnefles, they were by the 
laws exempted from the obligation of appearing there c. By 
another law dated the nineteenth of yuly y he forbids the Euno- 
mians and Arians to build churches, either in the cities or in 
the country, and declares the places where they ftiall have 
preached, or performed any other function, confifcated <*. 
All thefe laws are dated from Conjlantlnople ; but two others, 
of the twenty-firft of July* from Heraclea in Thrace* , 
whither the emperor had advanced againft fuch of the barba- 
rians as were ft ill in arms. TLefimus tells us, that having de- 
manded affiftance of Gratian, that prince fent him a confide- 
rable body of troops commanded by Baudo, or Bauto^ and Ar- 
togafteiy who were both Franks^ but experienced officers, 
and greatly attached to the empire The former was father to 
Eudoxia the wife of Areadius % and maintained a correfpon- 
dence by letters with Symmachusi. Of the latter we (hail 
have occafion to fpeaic hereafter- Upon the arrival of thefe 
two renowned commanders, the Goths, who were ravaging 
Macedon and Thejfaly, retired with great precipitation into 
Thrace; but not being able to fublift in that province, which 
they themfelves had laid waftc the preceding year, they were 
forced to fue for peace, and fubmit to Thadojsus 3 . Thus 
*Z.oftmus % detracting, according to his cuftnm, a& much as he 

can, from the glory of Theodofius. However, he owns, 

* Them ist. orat. xv p. 18^ — 190. * Socr. 1. v. c. S. p. 
264. 55 Cod. Thcod. I. xvi. tit. 7. leg. i.p. 203. & Idem, 
tit. c. leg. 7. p. 120. « Idem. 1. tic. 34. leg. 8. p. 327. d Idem, 
tit. 1. leg. 3. p. 9. c Cod. Theod. chron. p ice,, f Zos. I iy. 

p. 757. Symm. 1. jv t ep. 15, 16. p. 150. 8 Zos. ibid. p. 758. 
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Ibe Scyri that the emperor gained a complete victory over the Seyri and 
wear- Carpodacar, who had, jointly with the Hunts, broken into the 
podacar empire, and that he obliged them to repafs 
defeated by \y c g n j t | )e frequently mentioned amongft the northern 
Theodoli- barbarians j but of the Carpodac* no farther notice is taken in 
m ' hiftory. This campaign ended, it fcems, in September j for, 

on the fifth of that month, the emperor was at Adrianaple % 
and on the twenty-eighth at Conftantinople^ where he conti- 
nued the remaining part of the year »• 

Th £ following year 382, when Antonius, called alfo by 
fome, Antoninus, and fuppofed to have been father-in-law to 
Theodoftus, was conful with Syagrius 9 the neighbouring bar- 
barians broke into Italy ; but were foon driven back by 
G ration, who pafled the greateft part of this year at Milan, or 
in that neighbourhood, watching their motions*. From 
fome laws pubhflied in the month of September of this year, 
it appears that the emperor was forced to raife new levies, 
and demand extraordinary fubfidies, for the defence of 
Rbcetia and Illyricum. A law dated the fifteenth of De- 
J law of C£mucr » l 'orms us » thatperfont of fortune were obliged to fup- 
GraTian ply the army with horfes *. As Rome was infefted by mul- 
aga/ftft titudes of beggars, Gratian by a law dated the twentieth of 
beggars. J une * orders S ever us 9 prefect of the city, to feize fuch of them 

" as were capable of earning their livelihood by working, and 
to be (to iv diem upon thofe who fhall have informed againft 
them, either as flaves, if they were fuch by condition, or to be 
employed the remaining part of their lives, if they were free- 
born, in tilling their grounds, and in other works of agricul- 
ture "\ By another law, dated the eighteenth of Augujl, he 
iufpends, f<>r Lh«: (pace of thirty days, the execution of all cri- 
minals, reckoning from the day they received fentence. By a- 
Uecaufes noihor law, he ordered the altar of Victory, which ftood in the 
the aitar place where the Roman fenate afTembled, to be removed, and 
i/Vuflory declared die revenues belonging to it confifcated This al- 
to &e re- tar had been removed by Conjlantius, when he came to Rome 

moved out 

0/ the 

jtnatt* 




privileges and exempti 
ons gi anted by other errjperors to the pagan pontiffs, or to the 
veirul virgins, ordering the officers of the revenue to 
feize on ihe Lnus, which, for the future, ihould be be- 
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queathed to them or their temples. Th*? pagan fcnators 
lent deputies, at the head of whom was Symmachus^ to try 
whether they could prevail upon the emperor to revoke thefe 
laws 5 but Gratian would not fo much as admit them to his pre* 
fence o. The heretics met with no lefs fevere treatment in La^s of 
the caft from Theodofius y than the pagans in the weft from Theodofi- 
Gratian ; for by a law dated the laft of March he declared ^ againft 
fuch of the Manicheesy as were then known by the names of heretics* 
Enroth** Saccofori, and Hydroparajlat** that is, the conti- 
nent , the fack- bearers ^ the water- drinker \r, guilty of death, 
encouraging all to inform againft them, and likewifc againft 
fuch as, in the celebration of Eajler^ differed as to the day 
from other chriftians ; thefe he likewife pronounced guilty of 
death p . All the laws enacted this year by Theodojius are dat- 
ed from Conjlantinople ; which gives us room to believe, that 
he continued in that city without taking the field, the Goths ffa Goths 
having, by their deputies, offered to fubmit to him, as we have fubmit to 
related above. As they had been driven out of Macedon^ and Theodo- 
Ihut up in Thrace^ where they could not fubfift, Theodojius , fuw. 
not caring to drive them todefpair, received their deputies in 
a very obliging manner ; and as they could not return to their 
own country, which was held by the Hunns y upon their lay- 
ing down their arms, he gave them leave to fettle in Threes 
and Maefia\ which two provinces were almoft quite difpcopled 
by the frequent incurfions of the neighbouring barbarians, and 
the late wars. The emperor exempted them from all the 
tributes and taxes that were paid by the other fubjeds of the 
empire *. This was in all likelihood one of the articles on 
which they fuhmitted. Great numbers of them entered into 
the Roman fervicc ; but formed a feparate body, and were 
commanded by officers of their own nation, which proved 
the fource of many evils ; but as they were well acquainted 
with the avarice, injuflice, and cruelty, of the Reman officer?, 
they refufed to put thcmfelves into their power, and inftfted 
upon their continuing united, in order to fecurc themfclvcs 
againft fuch infults as they had reafon to apprehend, when 
difperfed among the Roman troops. Zofimus does not forget 
to blame the conduct of Thecdo/ius^ and his want of forcfigbt* 
in this particular r 5 but Then: iff ins, in a fpeech which he pro- 
nounced before the emperor himfclf, tells him, that he :;nineo\ 
by his indulgence and good-nature, the baibarians, whom he 

0 Amdr. cp. 11. p. 195. Stmm. !. x. ep. 54, p. 45;. jt'i. 

* Cod. Thcod. I. xiv. tit. 10. leg. i. p. 208. & ! xvi. tit. 5. leg, *j. 
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was not perhaps in a condition to conquer by force of arms f . 
The Goths therefore were not yel fo far weakened, as to fub- 
mit to what terms the emperor thought fit to impofe upon 
them *. 

The next confuls were Fl. Merobaudes* the fecond time, 
and Flavins Saturninus. Gratian was, from the twenty- 
ninth of January of this year 383, to the fecond of May* at 
Milan ; at Padua on the twenty- feventh and twenty-eighth 
of the fame month ; and at ferona on the ieventeemh of 
June ». He publiihed feveral excellent laws this year, and 
among the reft one dated the nineteenth of January* revok- 
ing all the privileges and exemptions granted to particular 
pcrfons, to the prejudice of the body to which they belong- 
ed w ; another dated the twenty -feventh of February* inflict- 
ing fevere penalties on fui h as (hould conceal defertcrs or 
robbers * j a third, condemning informers to fuch punifh- 
menis as were due to the crimes of which they accufed others, 
when they could not make good the charge y ; a fourth, for- 
bidding any deference to be paid to fuch orders as tribunes, 
fecretarics, counts, or any other perfons, however dignified 
and diftinguifhed, fhould pretend to have received from the 
emperor by word of mouth * : The former of thefe two 
laws is dated the twenty-feventh of May* and the latter the 
feventeenth of June. By a law dated the twenty-fecond of 
May* he declares thofe incapable of difpofing of their eftates 
by will, who {hall renounce the chriftian religion to embrace 
paganifm, Judaljm* or the execrable tenets of the Manichees. 
Thofe by whom they (hall have been feduced, are fubje&cd 
to the fame penalty *. This year is remarkable for a dread- 
ful famine, that raged in Rome* but more on account of the 
diilurbanccs that were raifed in the (late by Maximus* and 
put an end to the life and reign of the excellent emperor 
Gratian. That ufurper, named Magnus Clemens Maximus, 
was by birth a Briton* as a learned modern writer pretends to 
gather from Socrates b * but, in our opinion, that author fpeaks 
of the place where he began to reign,and not of the place of his 
nativity c , as does likewife Gildas d . Pacatus* who flouriflied 
in thofe times, aflurcs us, that he was a (hanger in Britain, 

r Them ist. ibid. p. 212. c !d«m, p. '212. "Cod. 

Thood. chron. p. 108, 109. "Cod. Theod. 1. xi. tit. 13 p. 

too. * Idem, 1. ix. tit. zq. leg. 2. p. 222. 1 Idem, 

tit. 1. leg. 14. p iq. 2 Idem, 1. i. tit. 3. leg. 1. p 27. 

* Idem, 1. xvi. tit. 7. leg, 3. p. 205. b Usscr. ecclef. Britan. 
umiq p 199. e Vid. Soca.J. v. c. 11. p. 270. d Git», 

dcc;cid. Britan. c. 10, p. 117. 
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and had been baniflied into this ifland e . Zojimus writes, 
that he was a native of Spain f , which is not improbable, 
fince it is certain, that he pretended to be allied to Theodoftus. 
He was brought up, fays Pacat us y in the family of VTheodoJius 
as a fervant, and employed in the meaneft offices ?. Zojimus 
pretends, that he feived in Britain with Theodojius^ who, as 
we have obferved above, attended his father into this ifland in 

1 

the year 368. Be that as it will, feeing Tbeodojius raifed to 
the empire, ftys Zoftmus, while he could not attain to any 
creditable employment, prompted by jealoufy and envy, he 
began to foment tjie averfion of the Roman foldiers to Gratian^ 
whom they looked upon as too great an encourager of fo- 
reigners ; infomuch that in the end they revolted, declared Maximus 
Maximus emperor, and, with the ufual folemnity, gave him r *volts in 
the purple and diadem. He gave our, ihat he was allied to ^ r ' ca i n * 
Tbeodojiusi and that it was with his participation and content 
he had taken upon him the fovcreignty h . Thus Zofitnus. 
But Sulpicius Sever us ', and Orofius* y tell us, that the fol- 
diers mutinying forced him to accept the purple. The au- 
thority of thefe two authors, of whom the former flouiifhed 
at that very time, and the other foon after, is of ••••cat weight 
with us, Orofius ftyles him a man of courage, an.i v. or thy n; s cha* 
of the empire, had he attained it by lawful means 1 ; and ra aer t 
Sulpicius fpeaks of him as one, who, abating tins ufurparion, 
deferved in every other refjpeft to be efteemeJ and comm. nded »». 
Gregory of Tours writes, th^t, before his ufurpation, he had 
jained feveraf flgnal victories in Britain n ; and feme modern 
authors, that he drove the Scots quite out of the ifland °. But 
neither is confiftent with what we have related above out of 
Zofitnus. Maximus at firft was fupported only by a fmall 
number of the inhabitants of this ifland ; but others flocking 
to him from all parts of Britain % he found himfclf in a very 
fliort time at the head of a numerous army, which, without lofs 
of time, he tranfported into Gaul ; and landing at the mouth PfJT" 
of the Rhine, he prevailed upon the neighbouring provinces *'™ r 
to revolt from Gratian % and join him, not fo much by force au ' 
of arms, as by art andaddrefi*, extending, fays Gildas, by 
lyes and perjuries the empire which he had acquired by wick- 

« Pacat. p. 26$, 269. f Zos. p 760. 8 Pacat. 

p. 264. * Zos. p. 760. k Sulp. Sev. vit. S. Mart ; n. 
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ednefs and rebellion \. G rattan was then making war upon 
die Germans called jfuthongi ; but he no fooner heard of the 
arrival of the ufurper in Gaul, than he h aliened to Treves 9 
to put a flop to his farther progrefs. On his march, great 
numbers of his troops, gained over by the emifiaries of Maxi- 
ma s 9 abandoned him, to take part with the ufurper. How- 
ever, thinking himfelf ftill a match for Afaximus, he left 
Treves, went in queft of his enemy, and offered him battle r . 
Baronzus writes, that Gratian, finding himfelf abandoned by 
his own ^troops, had called ] the Hurtnt and Alans to hisfaf- 

fi fiance, and that his army con fitted chiefly of thofe barba- 
rians f . The learned UJher was once of the fame opinion * » 
but afterwards retraced it u ; St. Ambrofe, on whofe autho- 
rity it was grounded, fpeaking in the letter quoted by Baro- 
nius not of Gratian, but of Valentinian II. Gratian 9 * 
army was commanded by Merobaudes, and count Balio y an 
officer of known valour and fidelity *. Some authors write, 
that a battle was fought near Paris T. But Zojimus tells us, 
that the two armies continued for five days together in the 
prefence of each other, without any adion, except a few 
lkirmifhes in which no great advantage was gained on 
cither fide ; but that in the end the troops of Gratian, 
provoked at hisfhewing fo much favour, and giving the pre- 
ference, to foreigners, as if he chiefly relied on their courage 
, and fidelity, fhamefully deferted him, and went over to Maxi- 
™* at ' an mus. Gratian^ feeing himfelf thus betrayed and abandoned, 
bbisr ^ towards the JIps % attended only by three hundred horfc- 
* u ar * men 5 and having got into Lyons, after he had been refufed 

admittance into other cicies, he was there taken prifoner, and 
jm , foon after put to death That he was put to death at 
death* *° ^yons, all authors agree, except Zojimus, who miftook, as is 
Lyons' fuppofed, Singidwtum in Mxtjia Tor Lugdunumxtk Gaul. Socra- 
tes* and Soxomen b relate his dear h with feveral circumftanccs 
unknown to other writers ; for tiicy tell us, that Andraga- 
tbius, who was general of the horfc under Maximus, and fent 
by him to pur foe Gratian* coming up with the fugitive 
prince as he was eroding the Rhone, put himfelf into a clofe 

■ 
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litter, and ordered his men to give out, that in the litter was 
the emprefs Lata, whom G rat ion had lately married, go- 
ing to her hufband. The emperor, giving credit to this ; 
report, anfl impatient to fee one whom he fo tenderly; 
loved, turned back to meet her ; but while he was ftanding 
with open arms ready to receive her, Andragatbius , ftarting 
out of the litter, feized him, and foon after put him to death* 
This account cannot be reconciled with what we read in St. 
Ambrofe* a contemporary writer, viz. that Gratian was be- 
trayed by a perfon whom he had trufted with intire provinces : 
that being by the traitor invited to a banquet, he refufcd at 
iirft to comply with the invitation, fufpe&ing fome treachery 
but being in the end deceived by falfe oaths, and feigned pro- 
reflations, he came to the banquet, but was murdered, as he 
withdrew with thofe who had feafted with him «. Thefe cir- 
cumftances are not mentioned by hiftorians ; only Orofius 
and Marcellinus write, that he was furprifed by the craft and 
artifice of Maximus* and foon after put to death *. Thus 
died Gratian in the flower of his age, having lived only twen- 
ty-four years, and three or four months, and reigned, from 
the time he had been created emperor, fixteen years and one 
day, but from the death of his father, only feven years and 
nine months e . He married in 374 or 375 Conjlantia* the 
pofthumous daughter of the emperor Canftantius, and had by 
her a fon, and other children f ; but they all died, it feems, 
before him g , as did likewife his wife Conjiantia* whofe body 
was brought this very year to Conftantinople* according to 
Idatius and the chronicle of Alexandria* on the thirty-fu ll of 
Augujly and interred on the fecond of December. Gratian* 
not long before his death, married to his fecond wife Lata fc , 
to whom, as well as to her mother, by name P {/famine* The- 
odo/ius allowed a yearly penfion, to fupport them according 
to their rank, which they employed in relieving the poor of 
Rome* while that city was befieged by Alaric in the year 
408 The death of Gratian was no fooner known at Mi- 
lan* than St. Ambrofe* who had lived in great intimacy with 
him, and was, as appears from his works, deeply afFe&ed 
with the lofs of fuch an excellent and inimitable prince, as he 
ftyles him, fet out in great hade from that city to demand 
his body of Maximus in the name of VaUntinian* but the 

c Am BROS. pfal. lxi. p. d Oros. p. 220. MarcelL, 

chron. ■ Socr. 1. v. c. 11. p 270. Marci ll. chron. 

f Auo. civit. Dei, 1. v. c. 25. Amir, dc fid. 1. L c. 20. 6 Th e- 
ovoR. 1. v.c. 12. p. 722. * Soz.l. vii. o%3. p. 721. 'Idem 

ibid. 2oi.Lv. p. 8ij. 
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ufitrper fefufed it to him, pretending, that the tranfporting 

of \\h aches' would fervc only to renew the grief of the fot- 
dierv *. I-fnwever, they were afterwards brought to Milan, 
and ihteneJ there near the tomb of Valentinian II. As for 
. hU character, all writers, whether chriftians or pagans, agree, 

ra&er* that * ie v< as enc * owe ' j w * tn every good quality that can be de^ 
ra e " tired in a prince, extolling with one voice his modefty, his 

ji»ffic< , his moderation, and defire of doing good to all, in 
which he feemed to pltfcc his chief happinefs. jfmmionus 
Aiarccllinusy though a zealous pagan, writes, that he would 
h.ive equalled i he greatctt princes of antiquity, had he lived 
Io::£er ; iiu't at the fame time blames him, as being too much 
ad lifted to homing, and other diverfions ] , which may be 
ju'rlv imputed to his' youth, and for Which he would, in all 
Ji.vt-i.-iood, have made ample amends by applying ferioufly 
to ; .•ininefs'in J 5 is ; iper years. St. Ambrofe* Theodoret, Rufi- 
Aufonius^ and even Zojimus himself, give us a great 
idea of his piety, in which he fur parted all the princes who 
had rc'gned before hi.n, Conjiantine himfelf not excepted, 
b't. slmbrojii in his anfwer to a letter the emperor had written 
to him, gives him the title of moft chrijiian m . The many 
laws he enacted in favour of the catholics, are fo many in- 
ftances of his zeal for the orthodox faith. Though none of 
It {aid t9 tne chriftian princes his predeceflbrs had (crupled to a flu me 
be the fir ft * tne h*i»fe of f hc high pontiff of the pagans, yet when it was, 
nvho-tjec? accorJing to cuftom, brought to him, he rejected it, faying, 
t,i the tii'gth&t it was not confident with the principles of the chriftian 
ofhifb* rJigion to wear that habit. Thus Zofimus ° ; but it will be 
pontiff. no cufy tafk to prove that either Conjiantine after his con- 
version, or anv other chriftian prince, ever aflumed the ha- 
bit oi' title of Pontifex Maximus, though the latter was 
commonly given to them by the pagam 9 and even to Gratian 
himfelf °. 'I 'he pagan priefts, adds Zojimus, finding the em- 
peror would nor accept either of the habit, or title of high- 
p>iitiff, the chief man among them uttered thefe memorable 
w rJs ; If the prince tvill not b* Jiyled pontifex maximus, 
Maxim: is -will foon become pontifex foretelling, that Mctxi- 
tjitts would be raifed to the empire. But this pretended pre- 
diction, or, as we may call it, pun, was, without all doubt, 
inven J after the revolt of Maximus. However that be, 
Myimus Miximus was no fooner informed of the death of Gratian, 

than iic took his fon Flavirn Viclor for his collegue in the 
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power he h%d ufurped, and gave him, though then onlv art 
infant, the title of Auguflus, as we read in Victor the niito- 
rian 11 ; which is confirmed by fome antienc infer ipcions r , 
though Zofimus gives him only the title of Co-far l \ The 
ufurper fixed the feat of his empire at Treves , and extended 
his wing?,' to ufe the expreflion of Gildas c , over Spain and 
Britain, being mafter, according to Zofimus u , of all the 
countries^ which Gratian, in the di'viiion of the wcflern pio- 
vinces,' had re ferved for his own mare. We do not find* 
that he put any of Oration's favourites to death, except fyle- 
robaudes, the conful of this year, and halio, or, as fome Pu ' s ^ 
ftyie him, Fallio, one of the belt officers of his age ; their ^j^j? 
only crime w s their inviolable attachment to Gratian, by ^j eat ^ 
whom they ha j been railed for their eminent fervices to the 
greateft office* in the ifcice w. Alerobaudes received orders 
from the tv ram to difpatch himfelf, which he did according- 
ly, to avoid a more ignominious death x . Pacatus writes, 
that Btilto was ftrangled in his own houlc by the Britons, who 
ferved umLr Maximus * ; but from St, Ambrofe it appears, 
that the u fur per had commanded him to be conveyed to Cha- 
lons on the Saoncyio be there burnt alive ; but that he by a vio- 
lent death prevented the execution of fo cruei a lenience 2 . 
Proffer, jn his chronicle, writes,- that G rati. in w.:s betrayer!' 
by Alerobaudes y but is therein contradicted bv all other writ- 
ers, and the death of that brave officer fufficicnily clears him 
from fo black an afperlion ; whence in the chronicle of Prof 
per, fome,- inftead of Alerobaudes, read Mellobaudcs ; for 
Mellobaudes, king of the Franks, ferved under Gratian in 
quality of comes domefticorum * 5 and treachery was in thofe 

days the peculiar character of that nation. Maximus com- 
manded count Narfes likewife, and Leucadius, governor of 
a province, to be put . to death for their attachment to Gra- 
tian ; but was prevailed .upon by the famous St. Martin to 
fpare them b. Paulus Diaconus, in his life of St. Ambrofe, 
tells us, that that prelate was font into Gaul to propofc an 
accommodation between Maximus and young Palestinian ; 
on which occaiion he treated the ufurper as one cift off from 
the communion of .the church, exhorting him to atone by a 
fin cere repentance for the enormous crime he had committed 

H Vict. p. 546. r Rein. p. 326. r Zovp 770. 
1 Gild, excid Brit, c 10 p, 1 1 7. u Zos. p. 7^6 "* Pa- 
cat. p. 267. Amrhos. ep 56. p. 320 M^acat. ibid. 

* Idem ibid. z Ambros. ep. 56. p. 321. a Vide Va- 

les, rcr. Fran. 1. ii. p. 59. * St; li». dialog, iii. c. 15. p. 

in 



4 1 4 Tie Roman Hijlarj. Book HI. 

in imbruing his hands in the blood of an innocent prince* 
his lawful fovereign : the fame author adds, that other bifh- 
ops, more complaifant, flocking from all parts to the tyrant's 
court, by their low and £hameful flatteries, lulled him aileep 
in his wicked nc ft c . As Maximus had brought over with 
him into Gaul the flower of the Britijh youth, and the Ro- 
man foldiers quartered in the ifland, the country remained by 
that means expofed to the incurfions of the Scots and PicJs* 
who meeting with little or no oppo/ition, over-ran the nor- 
thern parts, committing every-where dreadful ravages. The 
Romans now-and-then fent over troops to drive them back 
xifto their own country ; but they conftantly returned, and 
continued thus liar raffing the Roman provinces till the arrival 
of the Angles and Saxons * who made them (elves mailers of 
that pare of the ifland which is now known by the name of 
The Bri- England* about the middle of the fifth century d . Thofe 
tons *wbo Britons , who attended Maximus into Gaul* never returned 
attended, to their native country ; but are fuppofed to have fettled 
Maximus in Armorica, which was allotted to them by Maximus 9 and 
into Gaul, from its new inhabitants called Britannia* now Bretagne 
are/up- Colonies are faid to have been fent from this ifland into Brt» 
pofed to tagne at three different times, viz. in the reign of Conflantius 
have fit- Chlorus* the father of Conjlantine the Great* during the u- 
JM tn furpation of Maximus* and when the Angles made them* 
ctagne. ^ e j vcs ma ft ers Q f t his ifland *. The antients mention the 

latter, but take no notice of the other two colonies $ which 
gives us room to que ft ion the truth of what the moderns have 
written on that head. Conflantius* who in the end of the 
fifth century wrote the life of St. Germain of Auxerre* calls 
Bretagne * Armorica* * ; but Sidonius of Clermont* who flour* 
iflied about the fame time, fpeaks .of Britons inhabiting the 
country that borders on the Loire h ; nay, amongft his letters 
we find one to Riotham their king l . That the Britons* who 
went over with Maximus* fettled in Armorica among the na- 
tives of the country, is not affirmed by any antient hiftorian, 
but may be looked upon as a conjecture not altogether impro- 
bable ; Hut that they, driving out the antient proprietors, 
nade themfclves abfolute mafters of the country, under the 
condudt of their leader Conon Meriodcfc ; and wanting wo- 
ncn, had recourfe to Dionotus* or Diodochus* king of Corn* 

c Paul. Diac vit. Ambrof. p. 82, 83. - Gito. c. ii« 
p. 117. « Jdem ibid. Usam.ibid. p. 199, 200. t Ui- 
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wall, who fent them hit own daughter, by name Urfula 9 with 
eleven thoufand young women of quality, and fixty thoufand of 
an inferior rank, is now deemed an arrant fable, even by the 
Roman-catholic writers. Had the Britons wanted women, they 
would, without all doubt, have kept thofe of the country, 
when they drove out the men. Befides, it is altogether im- 
probable, that Cornwall was fo ftocked with women as to fpare 
feventy-one thoufand virgins. The fleet, fraught with thefe 
unhappy virgins, is fuppofed to have been driven by a ftorm 
to the mouth of the Rhine y and to have failed up that river to 
Cologn, where they fell into the hands of the barbarians, who 
fought for Gratian again ft Maximus, and were by them eith- 
er put to death, or carried into captivity. Urfula is frill re- 
vered in the church of Rome as a faint; but the number of 
eleven thoufand virgins, faid to have fuffered martyrdom with 
her, has been not many years fince left out of the Roman bre- 
viary. Of Aufonius, who was preceptor to Gratian^ we (hall 
fpeak in note (L). But to refume the thread of the hiftory. 

TheodoJius 9 

(L) Decius, or rather Decimus Magnus Au/onius, was a native of 
Bourdeaux. He tells us, that he was defcended of a noble family 
Ci£) ; however, his father, who was a native of Baxas, and lived 
at Bourdeaux, followed the profeffion of phyfic, till his fbn pro- 
cured him the rank and dele of honorary prefect of Jllyricum. He 
practifed gratir, and was generally efteemed a man of learning ; 
bat, what may feexn flrange, was better acquainted with the Greek, 
than the Latin, tongue. He died in 377, at the age of eighty- 
eight or ninety (16). Ceecilius Argicius Arborius, uncle to Au/o- 
nius by the mother, was born in Autun, and defcended of an illus- 
trious family ; but his father and uncle being proscribed in the 
reign of Gmilienus and Aurelian, he was obliged to abandon his 
country, and retire to Bayonne, where he married AZmilia Corintbia 
Maura, defcended of a good family, and had by her one fon nam- 
ed ASmilius Magnus Ar borius t and three daughters, Hi /aria, Dry- 
mdia, and JEonim : Arborius was a celebrated profcfTor of eloquence ; 
Hilmria profeffed celibacy, and became famous for her virtue; 
Dryadim was betrothed, but died a little before the celebration of 
her nuptials ; AZrmia was mother to Au/onius. Julia Catapbronia, 
the filler of Julim Au/onius, our author's father, embraced the (late 
of virginity, and lived to a great age (17). As for Aufonms him- 
Mf, he ftudied rhetoric under his uncle Arborius at Toloufe, where 
Arborius taught about the year 325, before he was invited to Con- 
ftmniimfle by Conftantine ; he ftudied likewife at Bourdeaux under 

(15) An/on, grot. aSf. fro eon/uL p % 389. (16) Idem, parent. U 
idyl. 30. p. 355 — 359. t % 7) M*"** parent, iv. p. 106 — 109, 
Pro/off*, Bur dtg. car. 1 7. p. 160. 
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TheodofiuSy who had never ftirred this year from Conjlantino- 
pUy or the neighbourhood of that metropolis^ was ho' fooner 

informed 

Minervius, Nepatianus, and Sfaplyjus, profefTors of grammar and 
rhetoric (.18). When he had ended his ftudies, he firft pleaded 
at the bar, and afterwards taught grammar and rhetoric ; which 
profrfiicm he followed for the fpace of near thirty years, til! he 
was by V alentinian \ % appointed preceptor to his fon Gratianxn 
367, whom he attended into Germany the following year 368 {19)^ 
He had foon after fome employment at court, with the title of ce- 
mes or count, and was by degrees raifed to the firft offices in the 
itate. Vale mini an made him quasftor, and had even promifed hira 
the confulfhip (20 . After the death of Valentinian* Gratian raid- 
ed him to the high fiation of pr<rfc&us prartorio, firft of Italy and 
Africa, and afterwards of Qaul. He was prefect of Gaul, and 
Jikewife conful, in 379 21 ) % He was, it feems, at Treves when 
Gratia), was killed (22); but foon after retired to Guienne (23). 
In a ietrer to Paulinas, about the year 392, he defcribes the place 
where lie then led a retired life (24), which is fuppbfed to have 
been in Sa'mionge. He profeffed, without all doubt, the chriftian 
religion ; bat his writings are, even in the opinion of Scaliger, al- 
together unworthy of the chriftian name, being filled with pagan 
cxprcflions, and the moil barefaced obfeenities, in which he per- 
haps Pirpaflos the moft infamous among the pagan poets. As for 
his ftyle, it ic commended by fome, and found fault with by others. 
The reader wili find the different opinions of critics concerning his 
writings in Baillct (25). His works, which give lome light to hif- 
tory, arc the epigrams he wrote on the profefTors of Bourdeeiux, 
his vcrfes on the chief cities of the empire, and the fpeech in 
which he returned thanks to Gratian for the honour he had done 
him in raifing him to the confulfhip. He wrote verfes on aH 
the cmperorr,. who had reigned till his time, and likewife confular 
tables, extend jng to the year 3H2 or 383 (.26), But the latter 
work has !»een long fince entirely loft, and of the forrner only a 
fmall part has reached in. His poem on the Mofelle was greatly 
eflcrmed by Symmacbui (27), and is ftill looked upon, by the beft 
judges, a: hfe milter piece (28). Some afcribe to him, but with- 
out fuflicient ground, the diftichs that oafs under the name of Cato 

Vorfas in clar. urb. p. 208. epift. p. 457. idyl. p. 367. 
Viojtjf. But dig. car. 12. 25.^. 156, 169. (19) Idyl 32. 

/. 367. epift. /[-p. 428. (ao) Idem, grat. aSt. pf'9 conf. 
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informed of the death of Grafton* than he drew together all his 
forces, with a defign to march againft the ufurper, and pre- 
vent 

(29). The emperor Tbeodofiut, who had a particular efteem for 
him, wrote to him with his own hand, demanding his works (30^. 
Aufonius and Symmachus lived in great intimacy, as appears from 
their letters to each other (31). Gratiau, out of gratitude to hi* 
preceptor, not only preferred him to the greateft employments of 
the ftate, but likewife raited mol of his relations. His father was 
by him honoured, as we have hinted above, with the title of pre- 
fect of Illyricum before the year 379 ; for in that year he died, be- 
ing then in the eighty eighth or ninetieth year of his age (32). 
San&us, who married his wife's filter, was made governor of Bri- 
tain (33). Paulinus, fon- in -law to his filter D yadia, was raifed to 
the government of the province of Tarraco in Spain, and the 
hufbind of his other niece by the fame Dryadia, to great employ- 
ments (3f). Arborirts, prefect of Rome in 380, is fuppofed to have 
been his nephew by the fame fitter (35). Aufonius married Attujia. 
Lucana Sabina, the daughter of Attufius Lvcanus Talijius, one of 
the chief citizens of Bourdeaux. and had by her two Cons, <W5S, 
Aufonius and Hefperus, and one daughter, whole name is not men- 
tioned in hiltory. Au fortius died in hi? infancy ; but Hefperus was 
prefect in Africa in 376, of Italy in 378, and the fame year pre- 
fect of Gaul with his father. The daughter of Aufonius was mar- 
ried firll to Fallatiwts Euromius, who died when he was yet very* 
young, though he had been already governor of a province in J/* 
lyricum, and a/tcrw.irds to 'fbalajfus, who was oroconful of A» 
Jrica in 373. She had one Son by Enromus or Euromius t and fe- 
veral children by 'Thalamus , of whom the etJeit was named Aufo* 
nius (50). Symmacbus mentions a fon of Tba/ajfus, to whom the 
fenate ha.], at his requeit, granted fome favours I37). Aufonitn 
had taken care to initru-fl his daughter in the liberal feiences (38). 
His wife Sahina di?d in the twe ity-eighrh year of her age (39) ; 
and Aufonius ompo'ed her epirapa thirty frc years after (}o). lie 
wrote hbconfular tables, and fome o:hcr ht'lorical pieces for the 
ule and inltru&ion of his fori Hifpcrus^ whom he commends as a 
young man of extraordinary par:;, ard naturally more grave and 
compofed than himfeif ^41). bhfpcms mirricd the daur»u;er of Sc 

(29) Vttff poet, Lat. c. 4. p. ($°) •*''/- ' ■ f* 1 • 

(31) Sym I i. ep. 8. p. q. 2'> p. zz. rp ;i. p. ^5. tf\r. 

(32) Ait/on. idyl. 30. p. 3 5 S, 35; parent i. p. 101. (3-,) 
Idem, parent, xviii p. 1 Z3 (34) fdexs, ibid. p. 123, 129. 
idyl. 30 p 3^- (35) Mem, parent, p. 1 2 1. (36) Lkm % 
ibid p. 119. idyl. 30. p. 358. Sym I i. ep 19. p. 1 7. 
(37 Sym. 1. v. ep 56. p 208. ^58 j -Lti'm id*l % -xi p. ;,.»-), 
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vent him from feiziag on Italy and Wejl-Illyricum* be- 
longing Co young Valentinian. But in the mean time, Max- 
imus having aflured him by his deputies, that he had no de- 
fign upon the dominions of Valentinian^ but that he would fuf- 
fer him* peaceably to reign in Italy * Africa* and 11 lyric urn % 
Tboodojius thought it ad vifeable to put off his journey into the 
we it Not long after, Max imus fent his great chamberlain 
to Tbeodofius, not to make an apology, (ays Zo/imus for 
Maximus the murder of Gratian, but to propofe an alliance with the 
frtpofa an emperor again It the common enemies of the empire ; and 
alliance j n ca f c ne rejected that friendly offer, to denounce war a- 
mwtb i he- g a i n ft |,j m- Thcodofius not thinking the glory that might 
odoaus. accrue to him from revenging the death of Gratian a fufficient 

motive for entering into a war, which he forefaw would be at- 
tended with great evils, and perhaps with the ruin of the empire, 
the neighbouring barbarians being ready to invade it on ail 
IVboac- fides, hearkened to the propofals of Maximus ; and acknow- 
iww/edges legding him in the end for his collegue, fent Cynegius* 
him for then comes largitionum* and afterwards prefect of the eaft, in- 
to cellcgt* to Egypt 9 with orders to proclaim Maximus there, and to 

caufe his image to be fet up in Alexandria e. Zo/imus in this 
place writes, that Tbcodofius only pretended to be reconciled 
W ithM<* ximusyto divcit him from furprifing young Valentinian* 
who was not in a condition to make head again ft fo power- 
ful an enemy j and elfewhere <* blames him for obferving the 
treaty he concluded with the ufurper, when he 'ought both in 
policy and honour to have made war upon him. Pacatus tells 
us, that when Maximus revolted, Tbcodofius was engaged 
in a war on the moft diftant confines of the eaft % per- 
haps with the Saracens ; for he is faid by Marcellinus r , to 
have overcome them about the beginning of his reign ; and 

a Them ist. or. xviii. p. 220. * Zos 1. iv, p. 764. 

« Idem, p 761. d Idem, p. 768. e Pacat. p. 263. 

i Ma kcell. chron. 

Virus Cenjor Julianus % and Pomponia Urbica, who was defcended of 
an illulHous fami.y, and hud by her at leaf* three children, of 
whom the youngpft. named Paflor. died when he was but a youth : 
of Paulhus % his eld e i\ Ton furnamed the penitent* we (hall have oc. 
cation to fpeak hereafter From the poem he wrote on his re- 
pentance, and tfyled Eucbarijliccv t it appears, that hi* father was 
Jrrii vica- of Alacedsn, where Pa:uium was born in 37*. and after- 
ward* proconful of Africa, which employment he held for the 
r£acc of twenty -eight months {42). 



(42) Paulitt e«.b. p. 2. <?.}., 286. 
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Libanius writes, that the news of a vx&oty gained this year 
by Richomer was received with great joy by the inhabi- 
tants of Antiocb g . The Hunns* Jikewife called Epbtoliws 
whole countrv bordered on Perfidy as appears from Pre- 
copius* are faid to have broken into Mesopotamia about 
this time, and to have even laid fiege to Edejfa* which 
obliged Tbeodofius to fend part of his forces to the relief of 
that city K No wonder therefore, that the emperor at this 
juncture chofc rather to receive Maximus for his partner in 
the empire, than, by rejecting his propofals, to kindle a war 
in the very bowels of the empire, which, in all likelihood, 
would have proved fatal to both parties. 'I 'he wars we have 
mentioned were managed by his generals ; for the emperor 
himfelf, as we have obferved above, continued the whole 
year at Conftantinople* or in that neighbourhood. In the 
very beginning of the prefent year 383, that is, on the iix- 
teenth, or, as others will have it, on the nineteenth of Ja- 
nuary, he had declared his fon Area dim emperor The 
ceremony was performed with extraordinary pomp at the ^ rC adfu 
palace of Hebdomon* diftatit feven miles from Conjlanti- declared 
nople* Arc a dim was then about fix years old j for at emperor. 
the time of his death, which happened on the fit ft of 
May 4o8> he was according to Socrates* in the thirty- 
firft year of his age k . As for Patent bit an II. who poflefTed 
the weftern provinces of lllyrieum* with Italy and Africa* 
while Maximus held Gaul* Spain, and Britain* he was at this 
time but twelve, or at mofr, thirteen years old ; and the 
great difturbances which his mother Jufltna raifed, by efpou- 
fing with too much warmth the caufe of the Arians* give us 
room to believe, thatflie reigned in her fon's name. Under 
her Probus* who had been conful in 371, and prefect of Illy* 
ricum and Italy in 368, had the chief direction of affairs 1 ; 
but, in all matters of moment, the young prince had recourfe 
to Theodqfius ro ; nay, Oroftus looks upon Tbeodofius as fole 
emperor, after the death of Gratian* of" the weltern as well 
as the eaftern provinces n . 

The next confuls were Richomer and C lea rebus. The for- 
mer was of the royal blood of the Franks* had been comes cL~ 
tnejiicorum under Gratian* and was left by that prince with 
Theodojius* when created emperor. In a law of the year 391, 

■ Lib an. vit. p. 67. k SwR. 15 Novemb. p. 342. 1 Idat. 
Marceli.. Prosp. chron. k Socr. 1. vi c. 23 p. 332* 

1 Socr. 1. v. c. 11 p. 270. Soz. 1. vii. c. 13. p. 720. 4,1 Am- 
s 11 os. ep. xi, p. 195. n Orgs. 1. vii. c. 35. p. 220. 
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he is ftyled general of the horfe and Coot o. He was a pagan, 
but a man of great integrity, valour, and experience in war, 
as appear from the fcveral letters which Sy?nachus wrote to 
Li/n l> . He is by fume authors called Ricimer y and by others Ri- 
ciim^r^ and Ricomer. Gregory of Tours fpeaks of one R'ichi- 
wei'i the father of Thecdsmir king of the Franks % whom 
fume aurhors, whofe opinion is not ill-grounded, take to be 
the coni lil or this ye.tr 384. Clear cbus 9 his collegue, had been 
proeonful of Afia m 364, and afterwards prefect of Conjlan- 
tl)>Q[>lC) in which employment he was fucceeded this year by 
the phiLfopher Tbemijfius^ who, on that occalion, made a 
ihort fpcech in commendation of Tbeodofius^ who had railed 
inm to that dignity This year Procu/us y count of the eaft, 
being accufed of extortion, and fcveral outrages committed by 
In, orders at Daphne near Ankch, was ignonimoufiy depofed, 
and was obliged to abfcun.i, till the rage of the multitude was 
appealed f . Icarins, the fun of Tbcodorus^ who had confpircd 
againit l'\i!rts 9 wab appointed count of the eaft in his room, 
which office he difcharged with great rigour and ievcrity, net 
fpaiing even the public magi ft rales, whom he put to the rack, in 
cettai.ee oi the laws, fays Libanius c , which iud been but lately 
p-.'/li.i.c-d that is, of tlic laws dared the tweiity-fixth of 
Jf. -v-is d,j/i! and tijinv-firft of 7a/', ^3x. Tins year a fa- 

r/o>iia. mine, tended h'> ufual with a cii^dful plague, raged in An- 

an.! mo.'i. other cities in Syria. The plague foon cca- 
fcJ ; Liu tile famine continuing, Libanius, in the name of 
the people of ///;// /y/s had iccourfe to lean' us, in treating him 
to relieve, oy fume moans or other, the poor, who had Rocked 
fiom all parts to that metropolis, and were daily perifhing in 
' l ' r ™*ky great numbers with hunger. But Icarius, without being in 
*/Icanus. r j )e lejt affected with their calamity, returned no other an- 

fvwr, than thai they were abhorred, and juftly punifhed, by 
the gods T his occalioned great difturbances in Antiochy 
which, however, were appealed without bloodfhcd. The 
fame year, Tbeodojlus, revolving utterly to, extirpate the ido- 
latrous worfhip of the pagan gods, enacted fcveral laws, for- 
bi-j\iii:.; all hh fiiojccis, on pain of death or perpetual banifil- 

to ofter fauiKce* to idols ; to confult arulpices, or divi- 
neis **i what denomination focver j or to piuc,tife any of thofc 



0 Ce.l. The.; 1 . cl.ro.i. p 1:3. 

p ICf; L* ■ Ca. 5 f, j6, tlM, &C. 

I. ii. c. r,. p. ' .; . 1 'i'u c ;.i 

ban, vit. p. 1 8 S: nrnt. ax. 
p. ^1 j., ,; C:;:l. 'I i;*\J 4 tit 

c; & 01 at. x:;. p. j'/S. 



r Svm. 1 iii. op. 59. fir. 
^ G;-« ec. 'J in*, hilt. Fran, 
(ir, 01.it. x v ii. p. ?. 1 *' Li- 
p. a 7 1. k IJi-iii, oral. xx. 

iv P« 435. vv L.b«i». vit. p. 

ceremonies, 



Chap. 28. The Roman Uijlory. 6zi 

ceremonies, which had been forbidden by his chriftian prede- 
ceflbrs x . Zqfimus y in his ufual ftyle, better becoming a de- 
claimer than an orator, tells us, xhdxTheodoJuis proclaimed war 
againft the gods j that he attacked them in their temples 5 that 
he proceeded with fuch feverity againft thofe who worihipped 
them, that no one dared to own he believed there were gods, or 
could with fafety lift up his eyes to heaven, and adore the ftars 
that fhine there 7. Libanius writes, that on a certain occafion, 



Handing in need of the afiiftance of the gods, he had recourfe 
to their altars ; but not daring to implore their protection, or 
flied a tear before their fhuues, he only bewailed within him- 
fw'lf his unhappy condition z . It was en occafion of the a- 
bove- mentioned laws, that Libanius made his famous fpeech 
in defence of the temple:-:, wherein he inveighs with great 
bitternefs againft the monks ; blames the conduct of Conjian- 
tine the Great ; extols Julian •> and ends his fpeech with 
threatening, that the country-people, who were more attached 
to the religion of their anceftors, than the inhabitants of the 



city, will, if further provoked, fake arms, and defend them 
by force*. The attachment of the country-people, or inha- 
bitants of villages, called by the Latin: Pagan;* to their idols 
and temples, gave life to the denomination of Pagamts or Pa- 
gan, which began about this lime to be given to all who wor- 
ihipped idols. Libanius in that fpeech often add re Acs him- 
fclf toTbeodo/ius as preflnt ; but nevcrtheiefs we cannot pcr- 
luade ourfelvcs, that he had theboldm :fs to pronounce it before 
fo religious and zealous a prince. It ought, in our opinion, 
to be looked upon only as a declamation, delivered not in the 
prcfencc of the emperor, but perhaps of his own fcholar.% 
and other pagan auditors, Be that as it will, it is cei tain, that 
the pious emperor was fo far from yielding to the arguments 
which the pagan fophift alled';cd in favour of his idols, that, 
on the contrary, bavin;: appointed C)>:egii:s this very year pre- 
fect of the caft, he ftricLly ir.jom^l him toihut up all the tem- 
ples within his jurifdi^l'ion. Cyngitts executed hu orders with Theodofi- 
iuch zeal and fidelity in the Laf , pmp.rly fo called, that he us cau/a 
was foun after feat by the cmptrrw for the fame purpof. into 
Ji^ypt* where, by breaking in pieces the idols, by prohibiting t* m P csta 
aii'manner of idolatrous worihip, and by (hutting up the tern- 
nles in fuch manner that no one could have accefs to them, tn '.. " * 



e, in a fliorttime, utterly abolifhcd the very remains of ido- Typt 
itrv in a country, which, for many ages, had been, above 0 



h 

la try in a country, which, for many 

* Cod. Theod. tit- 9, p. 267 cS<:. I. xvi. tit. 7. leg. 18. p. 203. & 
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all others, addicted to fuperftition The zeal, which he 
exerted on this occafion tor the true religion, procured him 
after his death, which happened in 388, the honour of be- 
ing interred in the cisurch of the /Ipojlles at Conftantinople % the 
burying-piace of the emperor* ■ ; whence his aibes were con- 
veyed the enfutng year by his wife Acancia into Spain, probably 
the jhec of his nativity °. He was comes lar git ionutn, from 
3S1 to 383, when he was made prefect of the eaft, in which 
oJiice he continued till his death * that is, to the year 388, in 
which nc died, Jeing then conful with the emperor Theodoji- 
us °. L'banius himfelf, notwithstanding his zeal for idolatry, 
could not help commending him as a ma gift rate of an unble- 
mifhed character p ; and Theodofius, in a law addrefled to him 
in 385, fays, that hi3 juftice and equity were known and ap- 
plauded by all the world «!. It is furprifing, that Baronius 
fliould confound the prefect Cynegius with another of the fame 
name, who in 401, was fent by 4rcadius to demolifli the tem- 
ple of Manias and other temples in the city of Gaza. This 
year the emperor publided a law, forbidding the marriages of 
coufin-germans, which had been always deemed lawful among 
the Romans, and no one had ever looked upon as inceftuous. 
However, Tbcodofius not only prohibited fuch marriages, but, 
by the fame law, commanded the contracting parties to be 
burnt alive, their e dates to be confifcated, and their children 
to he deemed illegitimate r . Arcadius foftened the rigour of 
this law by another, dated the twenty-fixth of November- 356* 
whereby he exempts the tranfgreflbrs from the penalties inflicted 
on them by the law of Tlieodo/ius ; but neverthelefs declares 
fuch marriages unlawful and inceftuous, and the children inca- 
pable of receiving the Jcaft legacy from their parents r . In 
405, he intirely revoked the law of his father, declaring the 
manages of coufm-germans abfolutely lawful c . This revocation 
was not received in the weft till the time of "Jujlinian, who cau- 
fed it to be put into his code ; by which means it became ge- 
ner:J^ and fuch marriages were celebrated without reft rain t or 
fcruple in the we:fr, cs well as in the eaft. At the fame time, 
and under the fame penalties, Tbeodofius revived the ancienc 
law, forbidding the marrying of nieces, which he extended to 
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the niece of a firfl wife u . By another law of this year, 

dated the twenty -fir ft of January^ he ordered Cynegius to 
make a diligent fearch after the Eunomian, Macedonian » 
Jtrian % and jfpoi/inarian, bifhops and clergy in Conftantinople % 
and to drive them all, without exception, out oi the city 
By a third he forbids the Jnus to buy chrillian (laves ; and 
allows all chriftians the liberty of fetting free fuch Haves as 
they (hall have purchafed Tbeodojius^ as appears from the 
dates of his laws, pa/led mod part of this year at Conjlcinii- 
nop!e 9 and there received a folemn embafly fens to him by the 
king of Per/ia, to folicit, or rather to buy, a peace with y 
rich prefents, and to excufe, fays a panegvrjft by his 7 m ^^y m 
fubmiflion, all the evils, which, till that time, the Ro~ fo t fo fal 
mans had fufFered from the Perfian nation. They had ,/p er fia/ 
loft their great king Sapor II. who died about the year 
379, after having lived and reigned feventy years. He 
was fucceeded by Artaxcr 9 whom Eutycbius fuppofes to 
have been his fon % tho* Agathias and A'uulfuragius call him 
his younger brother *. But if Sapor himfelf was born after 
the deceafc of his father, as moft authors write, he < ould not 
be fucceeded by his younger brother. Artaxer % ftyled Ard- 
Jbir by Abulfaragius and Eutycbius ■, 2nd Artaxerxcs by Sea ti- 
ger and PetaviuSy reigned only fourycr.rs, and was fucceeded 
in 383, by his fon Sapor ITI. called by Tkcophancs 3 J fa be ■} \ 
who, after having reigned five years, bequeathed the king- 
dom in 388, to his fon Vararam's or Varanes IV. furnamed 
Kermafaa, perhaps from fome country calkd Kcnna* conquer- 
ed by his rather. Varanes reigned devui years, and main- 
tained the whole time a good unJerftandisig with the Romans k. 
The embafladors, of whom we have fpuken above, were lent, 
not by Sapor II. as Pacatus fecms to fuppofe • but by Sapor 
III. who reigned in Pcrfia this year 384. Omjhts writes, jp^ t ^ 
that a treaty was concluded between the Pcrjiatu wfom fa 

Romans , in virtue of which the whole caft ft ill enjoyed a pro- concludes 
found tranquility at the lime he was competing his hif- a treaty . 
tovy *, that is, about the year 416 a . The articles of this 
treaty are not mentioned by any hiftorian ; but from a law of 
Tbeodoftuiy dated the fourteenth of June 387, and add re/Ted 
to GaddaucSy fatrapa or governor ot Scpbiitc, it appears, that 

u Cod. Theod. I. aim tit. 12. leg %. p 297. Idem, !. 

xvi. tit. s l c g 1 3* P* lz 9- * <dem, I iii. tit- 1. leg. «j p. 
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the authority of the Roman emperors was acknowledged in 
that province, which, by moil geographers, is placed in the 
fouth of Armenia y and is reckoned, by forne hiftorians, one 
of the five provinces which J 'avian yielded to the Pcrfians. 
While the Per pan embafladors were frill at Conjlantinople, a 
. fecond fon was born to the emperor in that city on the ninth 

born° VW °* ^ e P tem ^ er ' Theodofius gave him the name of Honorius, to 
rn ' honour in his fon, fays the poet Claudian, the memory of his 

brother «, diftinguifhed him with the title of nobi lijftmus , or 
7noJi nolle, and named him conful for the year 386 *. 

The fame year, the Sarmatians having made an irruption 
into the dominions of Valcntinian, he difpatched one of his 
The Sar- generals, not named in hiftory, againft them, who drove them 
matians back with great flaughter, and took many prifoners, who 
defeated by were all fent to Rome, to be either maffacred in the (hows of 
the troops gladiators, or deftroyed by the wild beafts. The emperor, 
of Valen- in the letter which he wrote to the fenate, acquainting them 
linian. v/ith the fuccefs that had attended his arms, beftowed the high- 

eft encomiums on the general who commanded on that occa- 
fion e . As for Valentinian himfelf, he continued the whole 
year, as appears from his laws, in Italy ; for, during the 
months of March and April, he was at Milan ; at Aquilcia 
in the month of September ; and again at Milan in October, 
and the two remaining months of the year »». By a law dat- 
ed the twenty-fecond of March, which was this year good- 
friday, he commanded all the prifoners, who were nor chaiged 
with the enormous crimes mentioned in the law, to be fet at 
liberty, in honour of the approaching great fefti val This 
year died Vettlus Agorius Prcctextatus, aperfon greatly com- 
PrTctextz. rnended and extolled, as one of the moft defervins: men of 

his age, by Ammianus Marcellinus, who wrote his hiftory .1- 
Lout this time, by Zojimtis, Symmachns, Libanius, and in 
general by all the pagan writers ; for he wns not only a pagan 
himfelf, but au^ur, high-pontiff of Fe/ia and the fun, and the 
head, as we may ftyle him, of the pngan fuperftition. He 
tva-i by yitlian made proconful of Achaia in ?/)?., by Vttlcn- 
tinian I. prefect of Rome in 367, and after prefect of Italy 
and Ulyr'uum \ in which employments he acquitted himfelf 
fu as to be ;it the fame time feared and beloved. Ammianus 
writes, that, from hi:s youth, he excelled in every virtue be- 
coming a mill of his rank j thu he revived the gravity and 

* Ci.Af»D. de Ser. p. 194.. r Socr. 1 v, c. iz. p. i;r. 

Tinopn. p, * 5y m m . 1. x. ep. Oi . p. 46 1 . h Cod. 

Tlieorf »f citron, p, it*;:. 1 Cod Thcod. 1 ix. tit. 38. leg. 

probity 



tus dies. 



rr 



Chap. 28. The Roman HiJIory. 62 

probity of the antient Remans *. Zojimus calls him a imn His cba- 
of an unblemiftied character, and propofes him as a pattern to racier. 
be imitated by all governors of provinces, and other magi- 
ftrates ! . Macrobim fuppofes the banquet of the learned men 
which is the fubjec"r of his Saturnalia y to have been celebrat- 
ed at the houfe of Pr/ritxtatus ™. Symmacbus looked upon 
him as in every refpc£t the bed, or, at Icafr, as one of the 
befr, men of his age. He tells us among other things, that 
heacccpted no legacies, butconftantly yielded, to the children 
or relations of the teftator, whatever was bequeathed to him j 
that he was no lefs affected with the misfortunes of others, 
than with his own ; and that fuch as poflefled cftates adjoining 
to his, in the difputes, which arofe between him and them, 
concerning the limits of their lands, would admit of no o- 
ther judge but himfelf; fo great was the opinion they had of 
his integrity n . The many letters which Symmacbus wrote to 
him, and, after his death, to the emperors concerning him, 
are fo many panegyrics, in which he extols his wifdom, his 
integrity, his modefty and moderation, his humanity and 
good-nature to all, not excepting even his mod inveterate e- 
nemies o. He came this year to Rome, and entered that me- 
tropolis in a kind of triumph, being attended by all the ma- 
giftrates, by the nobility and the people, and repairing, amidft 
the loud acclamations of the multitude* to the capitol, pro- 
nounced there an elegant oration in praife of Falcntiuian l \ 
He was then conful eledr ; but, before he entered upon that 
new office, he was fnatched away by a natural, but fudd en, 
death, to the inexpreflible grief of the Reman people. The 
fen ate erected fcveral ftatues to the honour of a pcrfon, who 
lived, to ufc the exprcflion of Symmacbus ^ even after his death, 
in the memory of all god men Sr. Jerom* who was then 
at Rome, compares the death of Pratcxtattfs, whom he ftylcs 
a facrilegious idolater, with that of the holy abbefs Lea % who 
died a few days after him r . Prestextatus was no friend to the 
chriftians ; but ufed to fay, by way of raillery, that he would 
readily embrace their religion, provided they would make him 
biihop of Rome f . About this time, Symmacbus was appoint- Symma- 
ed prefect of Rome, in which .employment he acquitted him- c huc madt 

pie fed yf 
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felf with great reputation, and procured a law from the em* 
peror, moderating the expences of the new confuls, praetors, 
and quxftors. The confuls ufed 9 agreeable to a cuftom which 
then obtained, to fend rich prefents to their friends, and to all 
perfons of diftin&ion ; and the praetors and quseftors to ex- 

Cnd immenfe Aims in the public fports, which they were 
und to exhibit. The value of the prefents to be given by 
the confuls, and the fums to be laid out in the public Ihows 
by the two other magistrates, were fixed by this law, and 
rhofe declared infamous, who ftould folicit an exemption from 
it*. This year a famine being apprehended in Rome* by rea- 
fon of the fcarcity of corn in Africa* which ufed of late years 
Theodofi- to f"Pply tn ^ t metropolis, Tkeodofius, at the requeft of Sym- 
usfuppiies tnachusy delivered the Roman people from the danger that 
Rome threatened them, by fending them great plenty of grain from 
tvitb corn. Egypt ind Macedon. For this feafonable fupply Symmacbus 

returned thanks, not only to Theodoftus^ but to count Ricbo- 
titer* and likewife to Rufinus* who, it feems, made already 
fome figure in the emperor's court °- The great power he 
afterwards acquired there, docs no- ways redound to the ho- 
nour of Theodofius. The following year 385, when Arcadius 
and Bauto were confuls, St. Auguftin* then profellbr of 
rhetoric in Milan* pronounced on the firft of January a pa- 
negyric on the two new confuls w . Bauto was by nation a 
Frank* and had been fent by Gratian* in 381, to the affiftance 
of Theodoftus ; but returning afterwards into the weft, he ferv- 
ed Valentinian II. with great fidelity. Valentinian pafled the 
firft fix months of this year at Milan* and the reft either at 
Aquileia or Verona *. Tho' he enacted this year fevcral excel- 
lent laws in favour of the church, yet he fufFered his mother 
Juftina to perfecute and opprefs the catholics, becaufe they 
would not yield the great church at Milan to the Arsons* 
whom file countenanced and protected ?. Theodofius conti- 
nued all this time at Conftantinople* where a dangerous con- 
spiracy was formed againft him ; but difcovered a little before 
it was to be put in execution. Moft of the confpirators were 
„ - m apprehended, tried, and fentenced to death j but Theodoftus 
Hwstbofi generoufly forgave them, and would not allow any inquiries 
who had to b e made after their accomplices, tho' fome' perfons, in 
con/pv ed whom he repofed great confidence, were fufpecled to be in 

againft 
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that number *. Not long after died at Cmftantinople the em* 
peror's daughter Pulcheria 9 who was foon followed by the 
emprefs Flaccilla her mother, to the great grief of Theoq\ojius, 
who was a no lefs tender father than hufband. The emprefs The death 
died at Scotuminum in Thrace •, where (he was drinking the 0/ Pulche- 
waters for the recovery of her health, but her body was ria, and 
brought back to Conftantinople % and interred there with extra- her mother 
ordinary pomp and magnificence. Gregory of NyJJa y who was 
then at Con/tantinople 9 pronounccd her funeral oration, as he had * lacclUa » 
done fome time before that of her daughter Pulcheria ». The 
fathers of the church, who lived in that age, bellow upon her 
the higheft encomiums j and the pagan writers themfelves 
cannot help extolling her piety, moderation, and other vir- 
tues t>. The Greeks honour her as a faint, and celebrate her 
feaft on the fourteenth of September, perhaps the day on 
which flie died «. The next confuls were Honorius, ftyled 
in the fafti nobilijjimus puer 9 and Evodius, perhaps the prefedt 
of Gaul under Maximus* This year Theodoftus com nued at 
Conjlantinople till the third of September, when he is fuppofed 
to have left that metropolis, in order to march againft the 
Greuthongi, who were ready to pafs the Danube* and break 
into the empire, under the conduct of Odotheus, \v!iom 
Claudian honours with the title of king d . The barH i uns tj^qJ 
were attacked, and utterly defeated, by the two emperors y'/r- fi USJf/r ^ 
odofius and Arcadius, who returned to Cmftantinople* leading a g reat 
with them an incredible number of captives, and entered viclory a* 
that city in triumph on the twelfth of October: Thus Idatius %*er the 
in his f*fti% and Marcellinus in his chronicle c . Claudian Greu- 
likewife fpeaks of a victory gained this year by the two cm* thongi. 
perors over the Greuthongi f . But TLofimus, to rob T&codo- 
Jius of the glory of this, as he does of molt other victories, 
afcribes it to Promotes, who commanded in Thrace, inquality 
of general of the foot. According to his account, Promo- 
tus Cent into the enemy's camp fome pcrfons who, pretend- 
ins to be deferters, undertook to conduft the barbarians over 
the river, and to betray the Roman commander, and his 
army, into their hands. Odothcus, not fufpecling any trea- 
chery, fuffered himfelf to be conducted by them ; but, in 
the mean time, Promotus, informed by his cmiflaries of the 
enemy's defign, received them ib bn/kly, while they expected 

* The mist. orat. xix. p. 231. 'Greg. Nyfl". de Pul. p, 
516. &de FlaceiF. p. 528. Themist. orat. xix. p. 231. 
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to meet with no oppofition, thai great numbers of them were 
driven back into the Danube 9 and drowned, and the reft ei- 
ther taken piifoners, or cut in pieces. After this, Promotus 
attacked and made himfelf mailer of their camp, in which 
he found a great booty,and an incredible multitude of women 
He fits the an j children, whom he immediately fent to Theodofius ; 
captives at tnt (ne emperor ordered them to be fct a.t liberty, and, 
liberty. having made them rich prefents, gave them leave to return 

to their own country, hoping by that means to gain the good- 
will of the barbarians, fays Zofimus y to entice them into his 
fervicc, and to employ them in the war againfr Maximus> 
for which he was then making great preparations under- 
hand g . All other writers fuppofe Theodofius to have com- 
manded his troops in perfon ; nay, Claudian tells us, that he 
engaged Odotbeus himfelf, who was killed in the battle 
He marries The emperor, foon after his return to Conjlantinople^ mar- 
Gaila. ried to his fecond wife Galla y filler to Valentinian II. and 

daughter to Valentinian I. by the emprefs Juftina. He had 
by her a fon called Gratian* who died before his father, and 
a daughter named Galla Placidia y of whom we fliall have 
frequent occafion to fpeak in the reign of her brother Hone- 
rius 9 and her fon Valentinian III As for Valentinian , he 
was at Milan on the eighteenth of January ; at Ticinum or 
Pavia on the fifteenth of February ; at Aquileia on the 
twentieth of April ; at Milan during the months of June and 
July ; at Aquileia on the third of November ; and again at 
JIAilan 9 on the eighteenth of the fame month, and on the 
third of December*. Baronius produces a letter written this 
Valentini- year by Valentinian to Salujl prefect of Rome y injoining him to 
an 9rd$rs rebuild the church of St. Paul in the neighbourhood of that 
the church city, and to in large it, by taking in, with the con fent of the 
of St. Paul fenate and people of Rome 9 part of the public road : he com- 
i* the Ofli- mauds him to acquaint the fenate, and the chriftian people, 
an-way to w ' n \ x tnc orders he had received, and to follow in every thing 
h: rehwl\ the directions of the venerable bifhop of that city K Prudentius 

defcribes the church of St. Paul placed on the Ofilian-way 9 
or the way leading to OJlia* and tells us, that it was built 
by an emperor, which Baronius underftands of the emperor 
who reigned in Prudentius 9 s time, and thence concludes, that 
the above-mentioned church was finifhed by Honor i us ,u . That 
it was finifhed in the reign of Honorius is certain, not from 
the wordd of Prudentius quoted by Baronius , but from an 

8 Zos. 1. iv. p. 755—763, h Claud, ibid. p. 5;. 

» Ph i lost. 1. x. c. 7. p. 139. k Cod. Theod. chron. p. 

1 1 C — 117. 1 Baron, ann. 3S6. 1,1 Idem ibid. 
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antient inscription, which informs us at the fame time, that it 
was begun by Tbeodojius, perhaps when he came to Rome in 398, 
and imbellifhed by his daughter Placidia y in the time of Leo 
tbeGreat 9 bi{hop of Rome n . However, it is man if eft from the 
code°, that VaUntinlan iifued orders this year 386, for the 
building of that church, tho' the work was not uegun till the 
reign of Manor ius. The next confuls were the emperor Va- 
lentiiiian the third time, and Eutropius 9 who had been pro- 
con fuJ of Afia, and afterwards prefe<St of the eaft. In the 
very beginning of this year, 387, Thcodoftus publiflied a law 
addrcfi'ed by way of letter to all the cities of the eaft, injoin- 
ing the magiftrates to honour the folemnity of Ea/Ier y by fet- 
ting at liberty fuch as on the approach of that great feftivaf 
they fhould find in their prifons, unlefs they had been con- 
fined for very enormous crimes. It was on this occafion that 
the emperor uttered thofe memorable words ; I wijh it were 
in my power to re/lore life to the dead p . This year, Theo- 
defius finding the exchequer quite drained, and being on the 
other hand obliged to celebrate, according to cuftom, the fifth 
year of the reign of his fon A<cadius y to which he added, it 
feems, the folemnity of the tenth year of his own reign, 
tho' he was then only in his ninth, an extraordinary tax 
was laid on the people to defray that expence 1 ; for we are 
told, that on fuch occafions each foldicr received five pieces 
of gold r . Mod cities fubmitted chearfully to this burden j A j 'edit ion 
but the people of Aistioeh 9 complaining of it as an unreafo- tfAntiocis 
ruble oppreflion, crouded to the houfe of Flavianus their 
brthop, as foon as the edi£t was publifhed, to implore his 
protection ; but not finding him, they returned to the fo- 
rum, and would have torn the governor of the city in pieces, 
had not the officers who attended him, with much ado, kept 
back the enraged multitude till he made his efcape. Being 
t hub prevented from venting their fury upon him, they fell 
upon the emperor's ftatucs, broke fome of them in pieces, 
and dragged others, with the ftatues of his two fons Ar~ 
* « dins and HoKoriusj of the late emprefs Flacctlla^ and of 
hi ; father Thcodofius, through the chief ftrects of the city, 
iitte'Vng the whole time moll injurious and abufive reflections 
•: *:u:ili their pcrfons r . Having thus demolifhcd moll of the 
emperor's ftatucs, they fct fire to the houfe of one of the 
principal citizens, to whom they bore fome grudge, and 
would have committed other difordcrs, had they not bcen-ilif- 

" Gruter. p 1170. 0 Cod. Theod. chron. p 383. 

»' CitRV-s. torn. i. or- 6. p. S4. 11 Lin am. or >xiii. p. 52c*, 

\\\ m 1 \ m . p. 5 1 j., 315. r Li u. or. xv. p .jo". 
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perfed by a body of archers, who, by wounding only two 
of the rabble, ftruck terror into all the reft. The governor, 
hearing the archers were come, (hewed himfeif to the mul- 
titude, and with an air of authority commanded them to 

Which is dir P crfc » and rctirc to thci * houfts,: Thus was the fedition 
mppeafed *! ue Ued at once ; and the city reftored by noon to its former 
tmdtheau- tranquility *. The two perfons, Who had been wounded by 
tbors of it the archers, being taken, informed againft their accomplices, 
funijhed, who were all by different ways put to death by the governor 

of the city : fome were beheaded $ others expofed to the wild 
beads in the theatre, and fome burnt alive 5 he did not even 
/pare the children, who had infulted the emperor's ftatues ; 
and caufed feveral perfons to be executed, who had been but 
bare fpedtators of the injuries offered them r . While the cruel 
governor was thus proceeding with inexorable fevcrity againft 
the unhappy Antiochians^ almoft without diftindion of guilty 
or innocent, a report was fpread, that a body of troops was 
at hand, with orders to plunder the city, and put all the in- 
habitants to the fword, without diftin&ion of fex, age, or 
condition. Hereupon that populous metropolis of Syria was 
at once turned into a defert, the citizens abandoning in the 
utmoft terror and confufion their dwellings, and retiring 
with their wives and families to the neighbouring mountains 
and deferts. As that report proved groundlefs, fome returned 
to their native country ; but the far greater part, dreading 
the cruelty of the governor, and the juft refentment of the 
emperor, ' kept themfelves concealed in the neighbouring 
cities, or amongft the rocks and mountains. To thofe who 
returned, St, Chryfojiom preached fome of thofe inimitable 
homilies, which have reached our times, and are wonder- 
fully adapted to ftir them up to repentance, and to make 
them look upon the danger that threatened them as drawn 
down upon them from heaven by their fins f . The eloquence 
and zeal of the preacher, joined to the apprehenfion they 
were under of the effects of the emperor's indignation, 
wrought a great change in that licentious and dhTolute people* 
as appears not only from St. Chryfojiom himfeif % but from 
Sozomen u , and even from Libanius w . In the mean time, 
Theodofius being informed of what had pafled at Antiocb* 
and particularly of the infults offered to his ftatues, and to thofe 

4 Idem or. xiv & xxiii. p. 396, 415. r Chrys. homil. iii. 
p.49. Thsodoret.1, v. c. 19, p. 731. Lib. p. 397. f Vide 
Chrys. hom* ii. p. 22. horn. xi. p. 127. horn. vi. p. 86. horn. Iy* 
p. 54. c Idem, p. 169. * Soz. 1. vii. c. 23. p. 741. 

w Lid. or. xiv. p. 403. 
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of bis father, of the late emprefs, and of his children, was pro- 
voked to fucb a degree, that in the firft tranfports of his paflion Theodofi- 
he commanded the city to be laid in afhes, and the inhabitants, 
without diftin&ion of fex or age, to be put to the fword *. - • » t&& 
This fhcws, that he was naturally choleric, and apt, when 2^J>^« 
in a paffion, to enter into the moft violent meafures. His in- 
dignation feemed to him the more juft, as he had favoured 
that city above all the reft ; for he had defigned to refide fome 
time there, as Valens had done, and had with that view built 
a magnificent palace at Daphne^ and another in the old city, 
be fides feveral other ftru&ures, with which he had at a great 
expcnce, embellifhed that metropolis f • But nothing incenfed 
him fo muchagainft that ungrateful city, as their having in- 
folcntl y infulted even the dead *, that is, his father and the emprefs 
F lac cilia. However, as his wrath foon afliiaged, he revoked 
the order he had given, and contented himfelf for the prefent 
with caufing the public baths, the theatre, and the circus, 
to be fhut up, with degrading the city from the rank of a 
metropolis, and fubje&ing it as a common village to its rival 
Laodicea *. A certain quantity of bread was there daily dis- 
tributed amongft the poor, as at Rome and Conjlantinople ; and 
of this largefs too the emperor thought fit to deprive them *>. 
Thefe punifhracnts Theodojius inflicted on the Antiochians in 
general, but at the fame time he difpatched C*farius y magijier Appoint t 
officiorum y and EllebiebuSy magijier militum 9 or general, with judges to 
full power to try and punifh fuch as had been concerned in the try and 
late riot e . Ellebichus was a man of an unblemifhed cha- punfjb the 



raster, and is faid to have fquared all his anions by that gol- 
den and truly chriftian rule, Do as you would be don eby*. 
Gregory Nazianzen wrote a letter to him, intreating him, by 
their ancient friendfbip, to difcharge a reader from the fervice, 
and alluring him, that by fo doing he would draw down the 
bleffing of Heaven upon his arms, in a war of which he had 
the whole management e . Cet/arius 9 his collegue in this 
commiJSon, was at this time magijier officiorum^ was prefect 
of Conjlantinople in 365, prefect of the eaft in 395, and con- 
ful in 397 f. He is commended by S oxo men and Libanius as 
a man of great integrity, and one w ho never promifed what 
he did not deflgn to perform 8 . Thefe two officers the 

x Chr vs. ep. ad Cel. horn. vii. p. 207. Theodorit. 1. v. c. 
19. p. 731. y Thiodoret. 1, v.c. 18. p. 731. 5c c. 19. p. 

733. 8 Idem ibid. * Chits, or. xii. p. 137. Lib. or. xvii. 
p. 197. Theod. 1. v. c 19. p. 731. *>Lib. p. 408. 

c Chrys. or. xvii. p. 195. * Li B. or.xxiii. p. 529. e Greg. 

Naz. ep. exxiii. p. 857. 'Cod. Theod. tic. 6. p. 354. 
*So*» U ix. c. 2. p. 802, LiB.or.xxii. p. 518. 
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emperor choofes in regard of their known integrity, to try and 

punifh, according to the laws, fuch of the Antiochiam as 
fhould be accufed and found guilty of having been any- ways 
concerned in the laie fedition. Sr. Chryfoftom defcribes, with 
his ufual eloquence, the dread and terror which on this occafi- 
on fcized the inhabitants of Anioch\ they apprehended noth- 
ing hfs than the utter deftruction of their city j the emperor, 
as they were well informed, was highly offended, efpecially at 
the outrages offered to his deceafed father, and to the late 



cmpiefsy and rcfolved to punifh them with the utmoft feveri- 
ty ; the judges were men not to be moved by in treaties, or gain- 
ed over with prefents ; the crime they had committed waso- 
pen rebellion, and, according to the laws of the empire, 
punifbable with death and the corrfifcation of their eftates ; 
even fuch, as were barely fufpecled, were liable to the mo ft 
T'*e 'Uy in rigorous inquiries, to racks and tortures. The confirmation 
theutmoQ^ was, as St. Chryfoftom rn forms us, fo great and general, that 
conSerna* tne inhabitants were preparing to retire, all to a man, with 
tisn. what effects they could carry with them, to the mountains 

and deferts ; and it was with the utmoft difficulty that he and 
the governor diverted them from that refolution. At the two 
judges approached the city, the whole people went out to meet 
them, and were received by them, efpecially by Ellebichus^ 
in a very obliging manner, which allayed in fome degree their 
fears. The next morning the alarm was renewed ; for the 
two commiffioners, having placed guards in the feveral quar- 
ters of the city, to reftrain the people from affembling, fum- 
moned all the members of the fenate or public council to their 
lodging, examined them concerning the late riot, heard with 
great patience what they alledged in thetr own defence, and in 
defence of their fellow-citizens; and, after various inquiries, 
difmiflcd them, highly fatisfled with the treatment they had 
met with, efpecially from ElUbichus, who could not refrain 
from tears, when they, throwing them feives at his feet, implored 
his protection. The companion and good-nature he flic wed 
on this occafion revived in a manner the whole city ; their 
fears began toab«te, and joy appeared in every face. But the 
fcene foon changed ; for Ellebichus y having can fed great num- 
bers of perfons of all ranks to be fcized in the night-time up- 
^ on private informations, repaired early next morning to the 

F;!cbi- place where juftice was ufual jy adminifterc! ; and ordering 
cho5 9 cneof the; prifoners to be brought in chains before his tribunal, fen- 
' y U fj £ ' tcnccc * ^ ucn or them to death as owned their crime, and 
K^tbth ort * crcf * tno ^ e who denied it to be cruelly racked, without 
tnr~"# /l dewing the leaft pity or companion, as if he had changed his 
vH \ Cm na ^ure. Thofe, who had teen him the day[beforc, could « ..ice 
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pcrfuadc themfelves he was the fame man ; for not fatisfied 
with cauftng perfons of the fir ft quality to be racked and 
torture J, like jo man/ flaves, he uttered dreadful menaces a- 
gainft the whole city, threatening to lay it in aflies, and put 
the inhabitants, without diftin&tan of age, fex, or condition, 
to the Iword, unUfs they redeemed thcmfelves and their 
children from impending ruin, by a timely difcovery, not on- 
ly of the authors and ringleaders of the late treafonable and 
wicked attempts, but of all who had been any- ways con- 
cerned in them. , St. Cbryfojlom^ who was an eye witnefs of 
all tnat paflcd, fo far as his tendernefs and companion for the 
unhappy fufFcrers would allow him, gives us a lively, but 
dreadful, description of this fcene of horror, which he com- 
pares to that of the laft day, when all diftindion of birch, 
wealth, and rank, will ceafe, and every one be puniihed, or 
regarded, according to his defer ts Multitudes were drag- 
ged in chains from every quarter of the city to the tribunal of 
the inexorable judges \ who, unmoved with their tears, and 
deaf to the entreaties of their relations, after a fhort hearing, 
either fentenced them to death, or ordered them to be 
racked till they owned them felves guilty, and difcovered their 
accomplices. Sc. Cbryfoftam mentions a lady of the firft qua- 
lity, who, feeing her fon apprehended by an officer on horfe- 
back, laid hold of his bridle, and fuffered herfclf to be dragged 
in that manner through the ftreets to the tribunal, where, 
with her hair di /he veiled, and bathed in tears, fhe threw her- 
felf at the feet of Ellebicbus j but fie, deaf, to all intreaties, 
purfued his inquiries with fuch rigour, as threw the whole city 
into the utmort confufion. St. Cbryfojiom^ who, with fome 
others of the facerdotal order, was admitted into the hall 
where the criminals were examined and tortured, exerted all 
his eloquence to move the judges to companion, and was 
therein feconded by the hermits, who were very numerous in 
the neighbourhood of A>ttioch t where they led a retired life 
amonglt the adjacent mountains ; but, quitting their foli- 
tude, they had flockeJ to the city on this extraordinary occa- 
fion, to comfort with their prcfence the difconfolate citizens, 
and try whether they could raifc any fentiments of humanity 
or commiferation in the hearts of their judges. With this 
view they repaired to the hall, where the judges were fitting; StChry- 
and having exhorted them in a very pathetic m *nner to treat fobomaaJ 
their fellow-creatures with more humanity and companion, *bfber- 
they prevailed upon them in the end to fufpend the executi- * lAr «f*v* 
on >f the fentence pronounced againft thofe who were found f^fay g 
guilty, and all proceedings againft fuch as were not yet con- w Jr/ c0 *! 

h CHRvs. orat. xiii. p. 147—150.* orat« xxii. p. 252. dtmntd. 
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vi&ed, til! a report of the whole had been made to the em- 
peror, and his further pleafure were known. One Macedo- 
nia^ an anchoret, univerfally efteemed and revered for his 
fnn£tity 9 diflinguimed himfeJf above the reft 5 for meeting 
Ellebicbus and Cafarius on horfeback in the forum, laying 
hold of one of them by his garment, he commanded them 
bothy with an air of authority, to difmount. As neither of 
them knew him, they were not a little furprifed, that a perfon, 
in appearance fo mean and contemptible, Should dare to fpeak 
to them in fuch a ftyle ; but they were no fooner informed 
who he was, than difmounring from their horfes, they threw 
themfelves at his feet ; when the holy anchoret, add re fling 
them in the Syriac tongue, « The emperor, faid he ? 
c< however diftinguifhed by his imperial dignity, is ftill a 
<c man ; and therefore ought to confider his nature, as 
44 well as his rank. Thofe, whom he commands, are of the 
" fame nature with himfelf, and the images of the Supreme 
c< Being ; let him therefore take care not to provoke the 
cc Almighty, by deftroying the living images of the divine 
« 6 nature, for an affront offered to the inanimate images of his 
*« body. Other ftatues may be eaflly raifed to him in the 
4C room of thofe that have been demolished ; but he, not- 
«« will/landing his boafted power, is not able to make the 
«' lcaft reparation for a fingle life, which he has once taken 
« away K" Wc are told, that both Ellebicbus and Cafarius 
heard thefe words, which were interpreted to them in Greek 9 
with the greateft refpeft and veneration, and immediately ac- 
quainted the emperor with what they had heard k . The judg- 
es having, at the requeft of the ccdeiiaftics and hermits, agreed 
to fnfpend the execution of the criminals, till the emperor's 
further pleafure was known, fuch as had been found guilty were 
conducted under a ftrong guard to the public prifon, and the reft 
difmificd. Amongft the former were all thofe who compofed 
the fenate or council, that is, all the chief men in the 
city, whofe eftates were immediately feized, together with 
their houfes and effects, their wives and children being driven 
out by the officers of the revenue, and obliged to lie in the 
ftreets, their friends and neareft relations fearing, left, by 
harbouring them, they mould be involved in the ruin of their 
hufbunds and fathers ». The hermits, having thus obtained 
of the judges a reprieve for the criminals, did not doubt but 
they mould prevail upon the emperor to pardon them. In 
order 10 this, they refolved to repair without delay to Can- 

* Idem p. 193, 194. Theodoht. 1. v. c. 19. p. 731, 732. 
k idem ibid. > Idem, p. 517. 
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ftantinople y and throw themfelves at the prince's feet ; but 
ElUbichus and Cafarius, affected with their zeal, and unwil- 
ling they fliould expofe themfelves to the fatigue and incon- 
veniencies of fo long a journey, advifed them rather to draw 
up a memorial in behalf of the unhappy citizens, and took up- 
on themfelves to [prefent it to the emperor. The hermits *hey 
followed their advice, and leaving the memorial in their U P « me ; 
hands, returned the fame day to their mountains and ** r 
fcrts *. Upon their departure, it was agreed between Elle- 
hichus and Cafarius* that the former fliould remain at An- rh ; aw . 
tioch 9 and the latter carry the memorial to the emperor. 
Accordingly C&farius fet out that very evening, and purfued 
his journey with fuch expedition, that the fixth day about 
noon he reached Conjiantinople^d'ittznt above five hundred miles 
from Antioch \ In the mean time ElUbichus caufed thofe Theprijon- 
who had been condemned to be removed from the public pri- tn treated 
fon to a more convenient place, allowing them the liberty of 'with great 
taking the air in the gardens belonging to it, and feeing their * <w SJ?*f 
friends and relations °. St. Chryfojlom let no day pafs without h 7* 
vifiting them, in order to bring them, while thus kept in DIC us *-l 
fufpenfc between hope and fear, to an entire refignation to 
the will of the Almighty, in whom alone he daily exhorted 
them to place their confidence p . The Antiochians 9 dreading 
the effects of the emperor's refentment, had fent, a few days 
after the riot was committed, Flavianus, bi/hop of the place, 
to intercede with Theodo/ius in their behalf. Flaw anus had 
met ElUbichus and Cajarius on the road, who acquainted 
him with the commiUion they were going to execute at An- 
tioch. The holy bilhop, in hearing it, buift into tears ; but 
ncverihclefs purfued his journey, ftill hoping he fliould 
be able to foi'ten the good-natured emperor into companion. 



J he day after his arrival at Conjtantinople^ he appeared at p| av j anu5 
court ; but, in order to move the emperor to companion, p yfr 0 p 0 f* 
itood at a diftance from him, filent, and bathed in tears, as Antioch 
if he dared not look up, or approach him. But the emperor recurs to 
no fooncr obferved him, than he flew to him, not to upbraid the empe- 
him for undertaking the defence of the rebellious city, but to ror in their 
juftify his own conduct, and complain to him of the ungrate- behalf. 
ful return the Aniiochians had made for the many favours he 
had heaped upon them. Flavian riSj burfting into tears, an- 
1 we red, that the fevercft punifliment he could inflict upon 
them, was too mild and gentle for the enormous crimes they 

» Idem* orat. xvii. p. 195. n Lin. orat. xxii. p. $18. & orat. 
xxiii. p. 533. • Idem, orat. xxii. p. 535. "Chrys. orac. 
xvri. p. 204. 
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had committed, and their undutiful return to fo indul- 
gent a prince ; but at the fame time he told him, that to 
forgive one's enemies was a duty incumbent upon every chris- 
tian ; that from his pardoning fuch enormous offences, great 
glory would redound to the religion he profefled ; that the 
Jews, Greeks^ and barbarians, would admire and extol the 
purity of its morals, &c. He added, that now an opportu- 
nity offered of making hiqifelf a lading inftancc to all pofte- 
rity of humanity and good-nature; and feafonabJy put him in 
mind of the order he had iflued this very year, commanding 
all prifoners to be fet at liberty againft the folemnity of Eafter t 
and of the memorable words he uttered on that occafion, viz* 
/ wijh it were in my power to recal the dead from their gravis , 
a fid re/iore them to life! This admirable fpeech, which is 
related at length by St. Chryfojlom^ made fo deep an impref- 
fion on the mind of the emperor, that he could not refrain 
Theodo- f rom tears, nor forbear crying out, that he pardoned the un- 
nus grants g ratc f u l city, and reftored the inhabitants, however guilty, to 
th <™"g'' his favour. Thus St. Chryfoflom S. But Libanius r and The- 
lion odoret c tell us, that the emperor, though greatly foftened by 

the fpeech of Flavianus 9 yet did not grant a general pardon 
till the arrival oiCafarius, who prefenting to him the memo- 
rial of the hermits, and at the fame time pleading with great 
energy in favour of the unhappy city, which, he faid, had 
been already fufEcicntly punifhed, prevailed upon him to grant 
a general pardon. He therefore wrote a letter to the citizens 
of Antioch^ {hewing, that it was not without reafon he had 
treated them with fo much feverity, after they had, in fuch 
an outrageous manner, infultcd his deceafed father and wife. 
He added, that as his anger, however juft, was foon appcafed, 
Jnd re- he pardoned all without exception, whether condemned to 
ftores to the death or ba.iifhmcnt, reftored to them their eftates, their 
city all its ftiows, baths, theatres, and territory, and to their city the 
privileges, privileges and rights of a metropolis. He concluded with ex- 

prefiions of the d^epeft concern for the death of thofe who 
had been condemned by the governor, and executed without 
his knowledge. This letter the emperor delivered to Fla~ 
vianus^ that he might have the honour of carrying the joyful 
tidings to the difconfolate city ; but the holy bifhop, impatient 
to put an end to the affliction of his people, yielded that ho- 
nour to another, whom he thought capable of performing 
the journey witii more expedition. It is more eafy to con- 
ceive than exprefs the joy, which the arrival of the mcllcnger 

*Cii*ys. orat. xx p 226 — 233, T Li a. orar, xxii. p. 519. 
f TuiiODOR. 1. v. c. 19, p 732. 
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caufed in Antioch. St. Chryfojiom^ to whom we refer our 
readers, defer i be s at length what paffed on this occafion ; and 
concludes with thefe words : Let the pagans be ajl)amed, or 
rather injlruRed \ and, learning our philofophy of an emperor 
and a bijhop, renounce their errors, and embrace a religion , 
which encourages and produces Juch eminent virtues *. # 

Whilk thefe things parted in the eaft the boundlefs am- Maximui 
bition of Maximus raifed far greater difturbanccs in the weft; *^J/7 • 
for that ufurper, not fatisfied with the provinces which had / 9tnt ' 
been held by Gratian, paffed this year the Alps all on a fud- yalenti- 
den, wih a defign to feize on Valentiniari 's fhare too ; and, n j an 
meeting with no oppofition, marched ftrait to Milan, where jfi es * l9 
Volenti nian ufually redded. The young prince, not rinding Theodo- 
himfelf in a condition to make head againft him, fled firft { lU3 . 
to Aquileia, and from thence, being clofely purfued by 
Maximus, to TheJJalonica, with his mother *JuJlina, and the 
prefect Probus, to implore the protection and afliftance 
of Iheodofius c . T hat pious prince, in a letter which he 
wrote to Valentinian, in anfwer to one he had received from 
his mother yuftina, told him, that he was not at all furprifed 
at the progrefs Maximus had made, nor at the bad fuccefs 
that attended his affairs, fince the tyrant had protected, and 
he perfecuted, the orthodox faith j for Valentinian, as we 
havs hinted above, had not onlv embraced the doctrine of 
Arius, but perfecuted the orthodox prelates, and driven fe- 
veral of them from the[r fees, being induced thereunto by 
his mother Jujlina, a in oft zea ;us Arian, Soon after Tbeo- 
dofius removed from Got ft wti no pic, attended by fcveral mem- 
bers of th.it fcnate, to Toelitdonica, in order to comfort with 
his prefence the young ptiu.e, who had taken refuge in his 
dominions. Upon his arrival, he repaired to the palace where 
Valentinian was lodged ; and after having a fluted him, that 
he was rcfolved to employ all the forces or the cait in his de- 
fence, he prevailed upon him to renounce the Avian impiety, ipfa f n . 
as the only obftade to the fuccefs which they might expect ducabtm 
from heaven u . Suidas relates the difcourfe which Tkeodofius t0 ten0UHCS 
made on that fuhjefi ,v . Z*fimus writes, that in a great the doc- 
council held at ThJjJalonira, all the councilors to a man were trine *f 
of opinion, that war ihould be forthwith declared againft Anus. 
Jbfdximus 5 hut that Theo'lcjiut, forefeei nuj and dreading the 
evils inlepar.ible from a civil war, fent fiilr. cmhnfladois 

to the tyrant, lcrioully exhorting him to rcfture to Volenti- 
m Ch r v s. orat. xv. p. 234. 1 Zos. I. iv. p. MW. 7'tiro- 

Oil. 1. V, C. I 4. Soz 1 VII. C. 14. p. 72I. • '1 WfcCDOK. p. 
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nian the ufurped provinces, and content himfelf with Gau/ 9 
Spain* and Britain* which had been yielded to him by him- 
Maximus an< * Valentinian *. Maximus would not, it feems, hearken 
redfe* fe~ to anv P r opofaIs > f° r this very year he laid fiege to jfquileia*. 
uerai a which he reduced, notwithstanding the vigorous refiftance of 

ties, the inhabitants, as he did Quaderna* Bononia* Mutina* Rhe- 

gium* Placentia* and feveral other cities in Italy j nay, he was 
the enfuing year acknowledged in Rome* and in all the pro* 
vinces of Jfrica 7. Theodojius* therefore, finding a war ine- 
vitable, fpent the remaining part of this, and the fir ft months 
of the following year 388, when he was conful the fecond 
time with Cynegius* in making the neceffary preparations for 
carrying it on with vigour. His army confifted chiefly of 
Goths* Hunns* Mans* and Other barbarians, whom he was 
glad to take into the fervice, to prevent their raifing difturb- 
ances on the frontiers. He appointed Promotus general of the 
horfe, and Timafeus of the foot ; and having committed the 
government of the eaftern provinces to fuch perfons as, he 
knew, would, in his abfencc, confult the welfare of his fub- 
jedis, and maintain the public tranquility, he fet out from 
Tbejjalonica in the beginning of the fummer, marching with 
The o- great expedition through Illyricum* with a defign to furprife 
€ y e J n * r Maximus, who had not yet taken the field, but continued, 

vainft bim. w ' cnout tne ^ ea ^ apprehenfion of danger, in Aquileia. An- 
* * * dra gat bius * one of the ufurper's generals, a man of great 

courage and experience in war, had been appointed to guard 
the pafles of the Julian Alps \ but a report being fpread, that 
Theodojius defign ed to pafs the Ionian lea, and invade Italy* 
he was ordered to quit thofe pafles, and to man with the ut- 
moft expedition what lhips he could, in order to intercept 
the emperor in his pafiage. Thus was Maximus deprived 
of the afliltance of that excellent commander, and of the flower 
of his troops, who were employed in manning the fleet, 
which jfwlragathius aflembicd, purfuant to his orders, on the 
coaft of the Ionian fea. In the mean time Theodojius enten- 
ing Pannoiia, advanced to Seifcia* now Seiffig* before the 
enemy had the Jeaft notice of his approach. However, the 
general, who commanded the troops of Maximus in that 
neighbour hood, having drawn them together with incredible 
7 he army cxp ed i t i o n , fc ] 1 upon Theodojius as he w as pafli n g the Save ; 
a/Maxi- b uC hi s iirm y was uttterly defeated, and he hi mi'elf drowned 
™ Uo ** in the river *. From Scijcia the emperor advanced to Pe- 
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tbvh 9 now Pettaw on the Drave 9 where he was met by Mar- 
ccllinus, the brother oF Maximus 9 at the head of an army far 
more numerous than his own. However, the emperor of- Theor T »- 
fered him battle, which he readily accepted ; but was utter- ****** 
ly defeated, though his men fought with extraordinary cou- a " 
rage and refolution. We are not told, that Maximus was or f m 
prefent at either of thefe battles ; but he mutt have at Icaft 
advanced to fupport his genera Is j for both Pacatus 9 and Sr. 
Ambrofe * write, that after his forces were twice defeated, he 
fled with the troops that attended him, and with the remains 
of his {battered army, to AquiUia 9 whither Theodqfius pur- 
fued him, having fent Arbogajies before to invert the place, 
and prevent the tyrant from making his efcape. Zof:mus 
writes, that the emperor arriving foon after, took the town 
by aflault b ; and Socrates^ that it was delivered up to him by 
the foldiers of Maximus Be that as it will, it is certain, Maximal 
that the tyrant was feized, according to fome, by his own takem 9 
men, according to others, by the foldiers of Theodqfius who 
had entered the city, and dragged in chains to the emperor, 
encamped about three miles from the city. Tbcodofius re- 
proached him with the death of Gratian 9 and his unbounded 
ambition, which had prompted him to murder one brother, 
and drive the other out of his dominions. As Maximus was, 
or at leaft pretended to be, touched with rcmorfe for the 
crimes he had committed, and publicly owned he had no 
claim or title to the power he had ufurped, Theodoftus began 
.to look upon him with an eye of companion 5 which thofc 
about him obferving, and fearing he might pardon him, they - 
removed him' out of the emperor's fight, and, without wait- , 
ing his orders, ftruck off" his head a . He was executed at a ** 
place about three miles diftant from Aquilcia 9 on the twenty- 
feventh of Auguft^ 'according to Socrates* ; or on the twen- 
ty-eighth of July* as Idatius will have it St. Ambrofe 
writes, that Maxhnus was at the fame time defeated by the 
Saxons , the Franks ^ and Thcodcfius R . Thofc two nations 
had broken into Gau! 9 as appeals from Gregory of Tours h , 
under the conduct of Gcnoluud^ Marc emir 9 and Sunno ; and 
having ravaged tlie country bordering on the Rhine , were pre- 
paring to rcpafs chat river with an immenfc boor)', when AW- 
»/w and ^:iV,\';/;aj, two of Maximus' $ generals, falling up- 

5 Pacat. p. 270 — ?7J. 2 Amiir. p 214.. b 7.Q*. p. 
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on them unexpectedly, cue great numbers of them in pieces. 

Quenti- Quentinus followed rhe Franks crofs the Rhine, which he 
nus, one of p^fed near the prefent city of Nuys ; but, as he was not ac- 
ralfTf quainted with the country, moft of his men were cut off by 
Maxlmus enemy in tiie woods and rmrihes, and the reft obliged to 

defeated b ** ave ^ ,em ^ e ' ves °y a anc * precipitous flight *. Maxi- 

'^Franks. mn * ha l n ' s V*& or * whom he had declared A:*gujlus y 

in Gaul* to awe the inhabitants °f that province during his 
abfcnce. Againft him Tbeodo/ius dupatched Arbagafles y who 

Victor, the took him pri Toner, after having difperftJ the troops that at- 
J°" °f tended him, and put htm to .'each Jc . Zafimus calls him a 

Maxim us, youth . but M other Wt iters ftyle him .1.1 infant. Andraga- 

Gaul'" rd t ' 3luSy hearing °f the defeat and death 01 Xtaximus* as he was 
tutto ** crui ^ lI1 = in the Ionian gulf, thi cw himfeif headlong into the 
death ^ ca ' anc * was browned, chufing that kind of death, to pre- 
vent a more ignominious one, wnich, as Gratia n had been 
fcized and murdered by him, he had reafon to apprehend l . 
Orojius writes, that he was overcome in battle m ; and St. 
A-n/trofcj that he had joined Afuximus, before his defeat, and 
perifhed foon after n . Thus ended a war, which at firft 
threatened the empire with endlefe calamities j and the glory 
Theodo- which Thsodofius acquired by his victory, was greatly height- 
twn/etthi cncJ by his moderation and clemency in die uf.: of it j for 
w ?jty immediately after the death of Maximus> he pubhlhed 1 ge- 
ivrth great neral amnefty, and was fo far from perfecutsng the fnemJs 
and*"*** re ' at ' ons of tiie uuir P er » ^at he would not even fuffcr 

Vath™° *' them tQ be re P roachec * witn tneir rebellion. No man was 
' • banifhed, fiys Pacatus, no man's eftate wis con fifcated ; and 

thofe who defcrved, and would have fuffered, the moft cruel 
death under any other prince, were difmifTed by Tbeodo/ius* 
without fo much as hearing from him an anzry word °. 
Thofe, who had with moft warmth efpoufed tiie tyrant's 
caufe, were allowed to return unhurt, continues the fame 
author, to their wives and children, to enjoy their cftates 
unmolefted, and with them the fame rank, dignity and ho- 
nours, by which they had been dirtm-ruiUied before the re- 
hellion p . The wire and daughters of Maximus had been 
taken, and confined in a public pritun, by fume of the em- 
peror's officers ; which the good-natured prince no (boner . 
knew, than he ordered them to be fee at liberty, fettled a 
considerable pcnlion upon them, and charged one of their 

1 Idem ibid, p 50,60. k Zos. I. iv. p 770. Victor. 
p. $4$. J\toiP. p. 515. 1 Zos Vict. Pro. p. ibid. ■» O- 
ros. I. vii c, 35. p. 220. n Amor, ep, 17. p. 2ij, , • p A . 
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kinfmen to take care, that no one injured or infulted them !• 
But what St. Ambrofe and Zofimus himfelf moA of all admired 
in Theodofius, was, his not only reftoring to Valentlnian his 
own fhare, when no one was in a condition to difpute with 
him the pofleiEon of the whole empire, but his generoufly re- 
linquiihing to him Gaul, Spain, and Britain, which, be- 
fore the revolt of Maximus had been held by his brother Gra- 
tian. He was fatisfied, fays St. Ambrofe, with the good he 
had done, without reaping any advantage from it for himfelf, 
though no one could have blamed him, had he retained fome 
of thofe provinces, confidering the immenfe charge he had 
been at in reftoring the young prince to the quiet polleflion of 
the reft r . As Juftina, the mother of Valentinian, died a- 
bout this time, Theodofius, during the three years he conti- 
nued in the weft, governed in the name of that prince, who 
was, at the death of his mother, fcarce feventeen years old, 
and consequently not yet equal to fo great a burden f . Wh le 
Theodofius was purfuing the war in Illyricum, a report was 
fpread at Confiantinople, that his army was cut oft', and he 
himfelf in great danger of falling into the hands of the ufurper. Biftur- 
Hereupon the Arians, whom he had . highly difoblig-d, by bances 
driving them from their churches in 380, as we have related raijed in 
above, rifing in the night-time, fet fire to the houfe of fJc3*«- Conftanci- 
rius, the orthodox bifiiop of Confiantinople, who peri ill ed in nople by 
the flames, and committed feveral other diforders. But the *£*Aiians. 
news of the intire defeat of the ufurper being brought foon 
after to that metropolis, the Avians, dreading the effects of 
the emperor's indignation, had recourfe to the clemency of 
Arcadius, whom fhcclofius had left at Co>tftai,ti nople in fet- 
ting out for the war ; and the young piince not only forgave 
them himfelf, but prevailed upon hi* father to confirm the Xheodo- 
pardon which he had granted them 1 . It was without all f, u3 p ar _ 
doubt on this occaflon that the Arians fee lire to the church rf om them % 
of St. Sophia, which confumed the roof of that ftatcly edifice, at the re- 
as we read in Codsn*; but Theodofius , notwithstanding hia quefi of bis 
zeal for the orthodox faith, to encourage his foil to a<3s of/j« Area- 
clemency, at his requeft overlooked that, and the other enor- dius. 
mous diforders committed by the fanatics on that occafion. 
The emperor was Hill at Aquiieia on the twenty fecund of 
September*, hut on the tenth of 0 el o'er at MiUtn, where he 
feems to have palTed the winter Being informed, while 

1 Ambr, ep. 17. p 2 1 j. r Amor. p. 216. <* Ru^ 
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he redded in that city, that the chriftians had burned a fyna- 
gogue of the fews* and a temple of the pagans, at Callinicum 
in Mefopotamia, he condemned the bifhop of the place to re* 
build the fynagogue at his own expence, and ordered all thofe 
who had been any -ways concerned in either of thefe riots, to 
be punifhed with the utmoft feverity. But St. Ambrofe^ think* 
ing a prince, who had lately overlooked far greater diforders 
in the Jrians, ought not to exert fo much rigour againft an 
orthodox bifliop and his people, wrote to him from Aquileia 
m their favour ; and upon his return to Milan perfuaded the 
emperor, by a fpeech which he pronounced before him in the 
Adepvta- great church, to revoke the order he had given K . About 
tion from the latter end of this year the fen ate of Rome difpatched depu- 
thcfer:ate ties to Theodofius, earneftly entreating him to give them leave 
^Rome, t0 re ftore to its former place the altar of Vi£Iory 9 which had 

for re for- been rcmovcd by Q rat 

tan. The emperor fcemed at firft in- 
in Z A? clined to grant them their requeft ; but was in the end per- 
torv fuaded by St. Ambrofe to deny it. However, Symmacbus, the 

chief of the deputies, a man univerfally efteemed for his elo- 
quence, and greatly beloved by the pagans, in regard of 
his zeal for the antient religion of the Romans^ in a pane- 
gyric which he pronounced foon after on Theodofius y renewed 
the fame requeft in the name of the fenate ; which fo pro- 
voked the emperor, that he immediately ordered him to come 
Their re- down, and to be put that inftant into a chariot, in order to 
queft re- be conveyed into baniihment, forbidding him, under the fe- 
jeSled 9 and vereft penalties, ever to come within an hundred miles of 
Symnia- Romei. The emperor's indignation feemed the morejuft, 
chusJtf- as Symmachus had been but very lately pardoned by him, while 
*'^ e f/j * ccu kd by his enemies of treafon, in having pronounced a 
recalled. panegyric during the war on the ufurper Alaximus. Howe- 

ever, as Tbeodojius was never more ready to pardon, than 
when he feemed moll provoked, the friends of Symmachus 
no fooncr fpokc in his behalf, than the emperor recalled him, 
reftored him to his former rank, and, to convince the world 
thtt he retained no ill will to him, raifed him two years after 
$ £ -,,r/rt to the confular dignity z . This year Theodofius en idled feve- 
i,xws n f : is nil laws a : r;iin(c heretics, viz. one dated the fecond of At/arch, 
ynr* efyc- fori.idtJir.g them, cfpecially the Apoliiuarian^ to hold aflem- 
cialha- biic.5, to have bifliops or clergy, to live in cities, to appear 
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at court, or to prefent any petition to the emperor \ The 
fame prohibition was renewed by another law, dated the 
fourteenth of June b . By another enacted two days after, 
all public difputes concerning religion were foi bidden under 
the fevercft penalties c . A law dated the twenty -ninth of 
February, declares all marriages between Jews and chrifti- 
ans unlawful, and fubjc&s the contracting parties to the pu- 
nifhments due to adultery j another addreflcd to Cyncgius* 
forbids any one to marry his brother's wife, or his own 
wife's fitter The fame prohibition had been made by 
Confiantius in 355 e . Theodojius, who was ft ill at Milan on 
the twenty-fecond of May f , left that city foon after, and Thcodofi^ 
repaired to Rome with young Valentinian and his fon Hono- us goes /• 
ritts, whom he had fent for from Conjlantinople, after the Rome, 
defeat of Maxlmus. He entered that metropolis in triumph 
on the thirteenth of June ; and a few days after Latinus Pa- 
catus Drepanius, an orator of Gaul, pronounced his pane- 
gyric in the fenate, the emperor himfelf being prefent. The 
orator takes notice of his liberality towards the people on 
that occafion, of his affability and condefcenfion, not only in 
viewing the rarities of the city, but in entering the houfes 
of private perfons, which won him the hearts of the Ro- 
man people G . The poet Claudian tells us, that at Rome he 
received embafladors fent by the king of Perfia to treat with 
him about a peace between the two empires h . To Tbea- 
do/sus's journey to Rome was owing, according to Pruden- 
tius the converfion of the fenate and people of that city £ n j Mm 
to the chriftian religion ; not that he ufed any violence, fays WHrs toa . 
that writer, for he indifferently raifed pagans and chriftians fjolifo iu»- 
to the firft employments in the ilate k ; but fo great was latry in 
the force of his example, that few, either in the fenate or that metro- 
among the people, were fo attached to their errors as to folu, 
withftand it. Prudentitts mentions feveral illuftrious fami- 
lies converted on this occafion to the true religion, viz* the 
families of the Paulini, of the Beijp, of the Annii, and of 
the Gracchi, at that time the muff antient and noble fami- 
ly in Rome. The people, continues that writer, flocked 
to the Lateran church, to receive there the facrcd fign of 
the royal chrifm, and to the Vatican, to vifit the afhes of 

* Cod. Theod. !. xvi. tit 5. leg. 14. p. 13*. b Idem, leg. 

15. p. 131. c Idem, tir; 4. leg. 2. p. 100. ** Idem, I. 
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the father of the faith ; meaning, we imagine, St. Peter % 
who was then fuppofed to have planted the faith in Rome* 
The idols, fays Sr. Jerom 9 were every-where pulled down; 
their tcmui cs abandoned ; and the gods, once fo much rever- 
ed, left in their nitches alone, or attended only by mice 
and owls : the capitol, continues the fame writer, formerly 
fo much frequented, is now turned into a defert ; the other 
temples are covered with duft, and filled with cobwebs ; 
the whole city crouds to the tombs of the martyrs ; and the 
-p!e, in palling by thofe antient temples, behold them 
v-th joy ready to fall, and bury the gods under their ruins. 
Rome (ovfdkcs Jupiter and his temples, defpifes his ceremo- 
nies, and is alhamed of the worfhip formerly paid him K 
Tbecrdofius, however, would not fuffer the ftatues of the gods, 
many of which were the work of the beft artificers of an- 
tiquity, to be deftroyed ; but ordered them to be removed 
from the places where they had been adored, to the public 
fquares, where they ferved as ornaments to the city m . Theo- 
difiut ftaid fcarce three months at Rome, but in that fhort 
time he not only ferioufiy applied himfelf to the fupprcflion 
of idolatry, but with indefatigable care laboured to reform 
many abufes, which had long prevailed in the city, as ap- 
pears from the feveral laws he publifhcd there n . He enacted 
one, dated the fe\ enteenth of June? ordering all the Manl- 
cbses to be driven out of the city, and declaring them inca- 
pable of receiving legacies, or leaving any thing by will even 
T'T'- Co tnc * r children. A few days before Theodofim left Ror.ie 9 a 

t ' Ta/i ^ comet * s *" a '^ to nave a PP ear cd in the the eait in the fhape of 
*-e c j . a f worc j . an( j moV i n g northward, to have vanifhed in the 

midJle of the Ur/a Major, after having laired forty days, 
as we read in Pbilojlorgius ° ; or only twenty-fix, as Mar- 
c llittus will have it F . The former writer mentions feveral 
o:her prodigies, among which he reckons two men equally 
remarkable for their iize, the one being feven cubits and 
three inches, and the other no taller, fj}s that author, thin 
ap'.rtridge, though he had an agreeable voice, and an excel- 
lent underftanding : the former was a native of Syria, and 
the latter of Egypt, and tbey both lived to the age of nbout 
Taeodofi- twenty- five 1. Tbwchfius left Rome on the fir ft of Septrw- 
u.«- /,-avcs bur, was at a place called I'alentia on the third of the fame 
Koine. month, arid on the fixth at Forum Flaminil, now PontJ Cen- 
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tefimo on the Top wo, not far from Fttligno % in the dutchy 
of SpoUto, where he ena&ed a law forbidding the execution 
of criminals during Lent r . From thence he purfued his 
journey to Milan, where he enacted a law, dated the twenty* 
fixth of November, commanding the heretic bifhops and clergy 
to be every- where driven out of the cities and their fuburbs r . 
From this law and feveral others of the enfuing year, it ap- 
pears, that Theodofius patted the winter in that city, while 
Palentinian marched into Gaul y to make head againft the 
Frank who were preparing to invade that province ; but all 
we know of this expedition is, that Valentinian had an inter- VaJentini- 
view with Marcomir and Sunno, two chiefs of the Franks ; an concludes 
that they delivered ho ft ages to him ; and that the emperor, a p*ace 
on the eighth of November, was at Treves, where he took **«7£ f be 
up his winter-quarters*. This year is chiefly remarkable Franks* 
for the deftru&ion of the celebrated temple of Serapis at 
Alexandria, which, according to the defcription Ammianus 
Marcellinus gives us of it, fur parted in grandeur and wealth 
all the temples in the world, that of Jupiter Cnpitolinus alone 
excepted" ; nay, Theodoret calls it the greauft, and without 
exception the moft beautiful, temple, in the univerfe w . Tbe- 
edojius, who had hitherto fpared that ftately edifice, caufed 
it this year to be levelled with the ground on the following 
occafioii. Tbeophiius, bifhop of Alexandria, having begged 
and obtained of the emperor an old temple, formerly confe- 
crated to Bacchus, but at that time ruined and for fa ken, with 
a deiign to convert it into a church, the workmen, in clear- 
ing it of the rubbifh, found among the ruins feveral obfecne 
figures, which the bifhop, to ridicule the fuperftitu n of the 
heathens, caufed to be expofed to public view. 1 his pro- Tie pagim 
voked the pagans to fuch a degree, that they flew to arms 5 t i fe a^ai 
and falling upon the chriftians, cut great numbers of them in the chrifti- 
pieces, belore they were in a condition to nppof'e liiL-ir fury, ans in A- 
At length the christians took arms in thur own defence; and, lexandwa. 
being iupported by the few fbloicrs who were quartered in A- 
lixandria, began to repel force by force. Thus a ciul war 
was kindled within the very walls of the city, and no day 
pafled without fomc feu file and bioodihed. The pagans, 
when tired with fighting, or ovei powered with numbers 
(for the chriflians were far more numerous), ulcd to retire to 
the temple of Serapis ; and thence fal lying out again unexpec- 
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tedly, feize on fuch of the chriftians as they met, and drag* 
ging them into the temple, either force them by the moft 
exquifite torments to facrifice to iheir idol, or, if they re- 
fufed, to rack them to death. As they expected to be foon 
attacked by the emperor's troop?, they chofe a philofopher, 
by name Olympus^ for their Jeader, with a refolution to 
defend theinfcives, their temple, and their religion, to the 
Jail cxtremiry. In the mean time, Evagrius, governor of 
Egypt, and Romanus, who commanded the troops there, 
havmg attempted in vain to perfuade the pagans to quit the 
temple, and retire to their dwellings, fent a diftind account 
of the whole to the emperor, who extolling and envying the 
happin-fs of fuch as had chofen rather to die, than renounce 
their religion and offer facrifice to the idols, would not fuffer 
their death to be revenged on thofe at whofe hands they had ob- 
tained the crown of martyrdom, but readily forgave them. How- 
evei, at the f:ime time, he ordered the temple of Serapis, and 
all the other temples in Alexandria, which gave occafion to fre- 
quent dillurbances, to be utterly demolished, charging Theo- 
pbilus, bifhop of the place, who had folicited this order, to 
fee it put in execution, and enjoining Evagrius and Romanus 
t > follow therein his directions. The pagans no fooner knew 
that the emperor had been informed of the cruelties they had 
committed, than they abandoned the temple, and difperfed, 
fome of them retiring privately to their own houfes, and o- 
thers withdrawing from the town, and either concealing 
themfelvcs in the neighbouring cities, or flying to more dif- 
tant countries. Among the latter was their leader Olympus, 
who conveyed himfelf in the night on board a veflel which 
was ready to fail for Italy. Helladitts and Ammonius, two 
grammarians, under whom Socrates, the eccleliaftic hifrorian, 
had ftudied at Conjlantinople, withdrew from Egypt, and took 
refuse amongft the neighbouring barbarians* The former u- 
fed to brag of his having killed, during that tumult, nine 
chriftians with his own hand *. The temple, thus abandoned 
by the pagans, was delivered up to Theopbilus, who, with the 
aftiiance of the people and foldiery, reduced it in a fliort time 
to a heap of ruins, leaving nothing undemolifhed but the foun- 
dations, which could not be removed on account of the ex- 
traordinary weight and fize of the ftones. The celebrated 
ftsituc of Serapis, the principal god of che Egyptians, was 
broken in pieces, and the limbs of that pretended div'uuty car- 
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ried firft in triumph by the chriftians through the city, add 
then thrown into an huge fire kindled for that purpofe in the 
amphitheatre. As the Egyptians afcribed the overflowing of 
the Nile 7 to which was owing the fertility of their cour.ry, 
to the benign influence of their god Serapis 9 they concluded, 
that now he was deftroyed the river would no longer over- 
flow, and confeouently that a general famine would enfue. 
But when ihey obferved, that the Nile, on the connyry, 
f welled to a greater height than had been known in the me- 
mory of man, and thereby produced an immenfe plenty of all 
manner of provifions, many of the pagans, renouncing the 
worfliip of the idols, adored the God of the chriftians *. Ru- 
fous *, Socrates *, Eunapius b , and Sozomen c write, that 
croffes were found engraved on feveral of the ftones of the 
temple, which occafioned tiie converfion of great numbers of 
the Egyptian priefts, the crofs being in the facrcd language 
of that nation the fymbol of life ; and, on the other hand, a 
tradition having for many ages obtained among them, that 
their religion, and the temple of Serapisj would iubiift till the 
figh of life appeared. Not only the ftatue of Serapis, which 
was lodged in the temple, but all the other iratues of that 
pretended deity, were by the zealous chriftians carefully fought 
for, ignominioufly dragged through the ftreets, and con fum- 
ed in the flames ; infomuch, that in the great city of Serapis, 
as Alexandria was frequently ftylcd, not the leaft r'ootftep was 
left of that idol, or of the worfliip which for fo many ages 
had been paid him. In the room of the temple of Scrap! s 
was built a church, and a martyrium^ fays Rufinus d , moaning 
perhaps a burying-place for thofe who had fu fie red martyrdom, 
during the late difturbancea. Sopbronius^ one of St. y*rom*s 
friends, wrote a particular and diltinci account of the demoli- 
tion of the temple of Sera pis e ; but his work has not reached 
our times. Tbeopbilus^ who was a prelate no lefs adhve than 
zealous, not fatisfied with demolifhing the tempie of Sera* 
pis, encouraged the people, fupported by the governor of the 
province, and the commander of the Roman troops, to pull ^jj t j J0 
down and level with the ground-all the other temples, orato- ^ 
tories, chapels, and places fet apart for the worfhip of the i- throughout 
dols throughout Egypt, caufing every-where the flames of the Eyypr </>- 
gods to be either burnt or melted d »wn. Of the innumerable molijhed, 
itatues, with which that fupwnUiious province was lilled, he 
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is faid to have (pared but one, viz. that of an ape, in order 
to expofe the pagan religion to ridicule f. Theodofius not on- 
ly approved of what Theophilus had done, but commended 
his zeal, and returned him public thanks for the pains he had 
taken in clearing that province from the abominations to 
which it had been fo long addi&ed e . Soon after he enafted 
a law, forbidding, on pain of death, the fubjeds of the em- 
pire to offer any kind of facririce to idols \ and declaring the 
eftates ccnih'cated of fuch as fliould burn incenfe before 
them 11 • 

The following year 390, when Valentinian was conful 
the fourth time with Neoterius, Theodofius continued at Milan, 
as appears from the code, till the fifth of July ; was at Vero- 
na from the twenty-third of Augujl to the eighth of Septem- 
ber-, and again at Milan on the twenty- fixth of November , and 
the twenty-third of December. At Verona he publifhed a law, 
dated the third of September, commanding thofe who profef- 
fed a monaftie life, to withdraw from the cities, and retire to 
the deferts, purfuant to their inftitution. But this law he re- 
voked by another dated the feventeenth of April 392 l . By 
a?amjlun- z Jaw, which was publifhed at Rome on the fourteenth of 

natural 
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May, he commanded thofe who lhould be found guilty of 
unnatural lull to be burnt alive in the fight of the whole peo- 
ple Thia year, an obelifk, twenty-four cubits in height, 
was raifed in tne circus at ConJla?itinople, and a column before 
the church of St. Sophia, on which was a ftatue of Theodo- 
fius in filvcr, weighing feven thoufand four hundred ounces l . 
As for Valentinian, he feems to have continued all this year 
at Treves, or in the neighbourhood of that city. The next 
confuls were Tatianus and £K Aurelius Symmachus. Theo- 
dofius continued this year at Milan to the twenty fecond of 
March, wub at Concordia on the ninth of May, at Vicentia 
on the twenty-feventh of the fame month, and at Aquilcia 
from the fixtcenth of June to the fourteenth of July By 
a law dated the nmth of May, he declared thofe who fiiould 
renounce the chiiltian religion, after having been baptized, 
not only incapable of giving or receiving tnc leaft thing by 
will, but of being, as infamous pei Ions, wilnefles to any pri- 
vate or public deed ; adding, that he would have confined 
them to the djkris, had he nut believed it a greater punifh- 
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ment for them to live among men, without being looked up- 
on as men n . By another l;;w, dated the ninth of the lame 
month, he commanded the heretics to be every- where driven 
out of the lities °. Some writers confne this law to the Afu- 
nichees^ while others extend it to heretics of all denominations. 
Theodojius was, as we have obferved above, at Aquilcia on the Thecdofi- 
fourteemh f July \ but foon after he fet out from thence for "J '* ^ 
Conjiantinople, leaving the iiuire management of affairs in -* € ( J • 
the welt to Valentin'tan^ now in the twentieth year of his age. 
On his arrival at Theljalonica, he found the province of Ma- <[j :e i ar (, n . 
cedon in great coniu'non ; for the barbarians, who, at the in- r ; ans con . 
ihg.icion of Maximus^ had revolted, and concealed themfclvcs ccal'm? 
among the mar ibes and woods, after the defeat of that ufur- thcmftlves 
per, taking advantage of the emperor's abfence, began to ful. amongfttfa 
Jy out or their faitnefles in the nie.hu and feizine; on what- woods etvti 
ever cauu in their way, they rctiicd with their booty before ™ ar fl-**+ 
day, A-> it wa.i a mo;e difiicult tafk to :mJ them out than to tn ! e ft 
conquer them, die emperor took that province upon himfclf; t™y wc . c °f 

and *vuauut dilcovoiing his deiign to any one, m :Je choice acccoa ' 
of five perfoin, in whom he could cor.riJc, to attend him, 
ordering each 01 them to take th:ce fp.rc hoifcs, that they 
might Hurt as ofi.-n ;\< i!.«.re v. as oc.viivn. Thus attended 
and difzinfcd, h~- rants u abjutthj vou:/'\, receiving/ f;f.m the 
peaOius fuch relieihurnts as tLircotr .. . ! could i: J ford him. 
At lengtn he came u> a fundi inn, ke^t by a woman, frriefcen 
in veais, who receive d luu with cx:u.; t.iinrrv riviiitv, which 
induced him to livy t he c that nighr. in the fame inn lodged 
a perlon, who ucchning to convefe with the reft, 2nd Teem- 
ing dehrous to conecl himfclf, gave the emperor no fm,JI 
jealouiy. Having tiici cTorc, after he was retired to l.l, chain- How dif- 
ber, call'jj l^r the miitrefs of the houfe, and affced her who c ™ :(, *' f d l>y 
that pei ion was, ihe anfwcreJ, that who he was fne knew Thcodolt* 
not Out that ever lince the news of the emperor's return out us * 
of the welt, he had lodged at her houfe, going out in the 
morning, and continuing abioad all day, but returning; at 
nigMc to his lodgi.ig, for which he honcftjy paid her. L'pon 
tins information, the emperor ordered him to be fcized and 
examine I; but he refufing to declare who he was, the emperor 
at Lilt difcovered himfclf, ordered the man to he put to the 
rack., aud bv that means forced him to own the truth viz. that 
he was employed as a fpy by the barbarians, wi.o lay con- 
cealed among the woods and boos, to uive them intelligence 
from time to time of the motions of the emperor's aimy, and 
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to inform them what places lay moft convenient for their in- 
curfions. Hereupon the emperor caufed his head to be {truck 
off » and returning early the next morning to the army, 
led his fokJiers to the place where he had learnt from the 
fpy the barbarians were lodged ; and falling upon them unex- 
pectedly, cut great numbers of them in pieces. Timajius, 
w j j0 together with Promotus commanded on this occafion un- 
der TbeoJoJiusj imagining moft of the barbarians to be already 
cut advif-d the emperor to aiiow his foldicrs fome time 
to refrefli themfelves after fo warm and fatiguing a fervice, 
that they might with more vigour purfue the reft, who could 
no t make their efcape. The emperor, following his advice, 
founded a retreat ; but while his men were rcfreihing them- 
felves without the leaft apprehenflon of danger, the barbarians, 
falling upon them when they were quite unprepared, and moft 
of them overcome with wine or a fleep, made a dreadful havock 
Theembt* of them, and would have either killed, or taken the emperor 
ror in * himfelf, had he not been feafonably refcued by Promotus^ at 
great Jan- the danger of his own life. However, Tbeodofius, having 
ger. rallied his difperfed forces the next day, attacked the bar- 
barians anew with fuch fuccefs, that few of them efaped the 
He «ains a general flaughter. Thus Zo/tmus on whofe fingle autho- 
tomplete rity the whole truth of this account refts % for no other writer 
victory o- takes the leaft notice of this expedition. The victory over 
wr the t h e barbarians was, according to Zojimus* whoftudies to leflcn 
barbari on z \\ occafions the glory of TheodoJius % chiefly owing to the 
ans - courage and conduct of Promotus 5 but that brave general who 
t> had ferved the emperor with great fidelity, was this very 

rrornotus ^ kMcd in an ambufcade by the barbarians in Thrace, 
ambufcadc Zojimus writes, that Rufinus 9 the emperor's chief favourite, 

having treated Promotus in a very haughty and infolent man- 
ner, the general, not able to brook fuch treatment, ftruck 
him i which affront Rufinus revenged, by betraying him into 
the hands of the barbarians, with whom he maintained for 
that nurpofc a private correfpondence But Claudian, who 
mentions the death of Promotus, and wrote two books filled 
with invectives againft Rufinus, takes no notice of this black 
piece of treachery. Zojimus adds, that Rufinus having com- 
pinined of Promotus to the emperor, the prince, who repofed 
an "entire confidence in him, returned him this anfwer ; If the 
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on the Baflarna* by whofe hands he fell j and that after ha- 
ving defeated them with great flaughter, he Abut them up in 
a narrow valley, with the Goths* Hunns* and other barbari- 
ans, who had long in felted Thrace* and would have cut them 
all off to a man, had not the emperor chofcn rather to con* 
elude a peace with them, following therein, fays that poet, 
the evil counfels of the traitor Rufinus f . Thecdojlus* upon Theodofi- 
his return to Conjfantinople* made it his chief ftudy to fup- us endea- 
prefs idolatry and Arianifm* ordering fuch temples as were dill <vounto 
itanding to be pulled down, and the Arians to be every- where f**pf re f* 
driven out of the cities, left they fhould infedt their fellow-ci- idolatry 
tizens with their peftilcnt do&rine c . a »j Aria- 

The next confuls were Arcadius* the fecond time, and 
Rufinus. Theodofius had, as we have obferved above, during'^" 
his three years ftay in the weft, ufed all poflible means to extir- 
pate idolatry ; hut, upon his return to the eaft, the pagans began to 
conceive new hopes, and fuch of the fenators of Rome* as conti- 
nued ftill attached to tbefuperftition of their anceftors, fent a de- 
putation to Valentinian* at the head of which was the celebrated 
Symmachus* intreating him to reftore to their priefts and tem- 
ples, the privileges which they had enjoyed till the reign of 
Gratian. Valentinian* who was then in Gaul* received the Valcnti- 
deputies in a very obliging manner; but could not be prevailed n ; a n refit* 
upon, either by them, or by the many pagan minifters who fa to ref- 
were in his court, to grant them their requeft u . Not long tore to th$ 
after, the barbarians threatening to pals the Alps towards temples 
Rhoctia* and invade Italy* the emperor refolved to quit Gaul* their anti* 
and haften to Milan* in order to make head againft them, ent prvvi- 
As he was dcfirous of being baptized before he engaged in a 
war, he difpatched from Vienne* where he then was, an ex* 
prefs to Sc. Ambrofe bilhop of Milan* for whom he had an 
extraordinary efteem and veneration, inviting him into Gaul* 
to admin iftcr to him that facrament. The prelate, upon the 
receipt of the emperor's letter, fet out without delay ; but be- 
fore he reached Vienne* he received the melancholy news of 
the death of that unfortunate prince, inhumanly murdered, 
as moft authors agree, by A'bogajles, He was a Frank by 
nation, and owed his preferment to Gratian. Alter that 
prince's death, the fold iery, by whom he was highly eflcemcd, 
and not undefcrvedly, for his experience in military affairs, bis 
liberality and dilintercfredncfs, railed him, without theconfent 
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c;;her of V aUnUn'u who was then 2 child, or of his mother 
*jUjiina y 10 ihe f ,uii * -f general ; in which command Jic acquitted 
himfclf with g>ea: fidelity ana moderation, wi «le Theodofms con- 
Arbcraf- tinued in the weft ; bur, upon the departure of ihat prince for 
tes Conjljntir,cpL\ he be^ui to act moie like a fovc reign than a 

tends to minifLr or officer, arrogating to himfclf the povv r of con- 
coniroul trou) : ng the young prince, an J governing the court wi:h an 
the young r-[-f*djte fway. Such of the officers in the army as teemed at- 
prince. tacbed to Valwtiman he difcharged, and put Franks, in whom 

he could confide, in their room, dilpofing ar the fame time of 

w\\ the civil employments, without the emperor's content or 
knowledge, an-.] reftowing them upon perfcns of his own f^dtion. 
Valcntinian, no longer able to 'nook fuch a fhameful fcivitude, 
rcfoived to difcharc A>'bovojies \ and accordingly feeing him 
one day at court, he threw him a paper, containing an abro- 
gation of his command. But Arbogajles^ having perufed it, 
lhisdif tore it in pieces with great contempt, and threw it on the 
cbarged; ground, telling the empeiw with the utmoft arrogance, that 
but rffufes as he had not received his authority of him, it was not in 
to rcfon h\s power to dived him of it, After this, Arbogajles, well 
bispoj}, apprifed that Palestinian would not fuffer fuch an outra-e to 
and caufet p a f s unrevenged, refolved to be before-hand with him, and 
Wenti- accor( Ji n gly difpatched him a few days after w. Authors difa- 
nu?t/9 b* , i;rce ?s t() f | le nunner 0 f his death : Zofimu* writes, that while 
*Vflrhu ' ^ /<i ^' ltiniau ^ attended by a fmali guard, was diverting himfclf 
ohinhnt ll] c ' ie " e ighbou rliood of J r ienm % Arbogajles, aflaulting him 
ct>ccn:::;c une/cp-xh:dly, dabbed him with his fword \ According to Phi" 
ti'e ;a-.7/v- J I'llorgius^ he was ftrangled, whiL he was taking his divcrfion 
uer of bis on the banks of the Rhone, by afiaflins, whom ArbogaJIcs 
//..'/.:>. had hiicd for that putpofc. The fame author adds, that, after 

thev had ftrangled him, thev tved his own handkerchief about 
his neck, and lusnjr him upon a tree, that the world might 
Ik: induced to believe, he had hud violent hands on himfclf; 
ft * r Ins guards were ;:t l-»me djitancc, and out of fight 1 . St. 
y. / ?.vj :: , (Jrojlui J , Ruj>,iu; 0, Epipbanius % Socrates d, and 
S'/ \, % a;~rce, t:.,.t he was ftrangled ; but the two latter 
u ., fcprnic liii.s t'i iu\ e happened in the palace, and the 
.... ; v.i tlic cont, g*.!i*ed over by Arbogajles, to have 

1 J.j ..wiii.u/o cV L:j death, hiitiiis and TiVa Prof per only 
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write, that he was murdered by the treachery of Arbogaftes. 
The report which Arbogajles, and thofe of his U£hon, I p read 
abroad, viz. that the prince had laid violent hands on hirnieif, 
was credited by many, and an.ong the rcll by ProJper 9 who 
relates it in his chn nkle as a:; event not to be quell iomd ; but 
we can hardly believe, that ot. AfiLvfc would have extolled, 
as he does, his piety and religious ilminiLiits, had he ended his 
life by the enormous ciirr.e of fell- minder. He died in 392* 
on the fifteenth of May, that year the eve of Penteco/l, alter 
having lived only twenty \ ears an J fome moivhs, and no'iic the 
title of emperor lixteen years and about hxinoiv.lv-;, tho' he can- 
not be faid to have reigned till the death of Graiian, who died 
eight years and nine months before hint . bt. Ambrofe tells 
us, that when he faw himfelf unexpectedly attacked by the 
aflaffins, the only words he ur.tc.ed were, Alas ! my poor fif- 
ten*/ The funeral ceremonies were performed the nrxt day, 
the (ixtcenth of May, with great folemniry \ and his body 
was lent to Milan , and interred there near that of his bro- 
ther Gratiau, on which occafion St. Ambrofc pronounced an 
oration in praifc of the deceafed prince h , who, according to fft s c fa 
him, and moft other writers, would have equalled, if not ra ^ erm 
eclipfed, the glory of the beft emperors, had he been fuffered 
to live longer, being of a lively genius, valiant, fuber, liberal) 
fincerc in his friendihip, i n 1 i rely unbiased i. the admmilh.ttiou 
of juftice, and in the difpofing of employments partial to me- 
rit alone l . Zoftmus, tho' highly prejudiced agamft all chiif- 
tian princes, owns, that his death was a public lofs k . He 
had perfecuted.the catholics in his mother's life-time, or rather, 
file had pcrfecutcd them in his name ; but, after her death, he 
proved a moft zealous patron of the orthodox faith, difcoun- 
tenancing the Arians and oilier fectaries, as much as he 
had favoured them before he was capable of diftinguifhing 
truth from fdfhood His two fillers, Jufra and Grata, 
continued at Milan, and there embraced, alter his death, the 
the (late of vicinity. Mis Tifter Galla, who w.is married to 
ThcoJoftus, died two years after in child-bed. 

After the death of Valentin'; an, Arfog/ifliS mt<rh t 
have cufily feized on the foverei^ niry ; but not caring to 
appear guilty of Inch a treacherous and inhuman murder, 
he ehofe cj confer it on one Engc:uus 9 and to reign in his 

f Frti'ir. p. \ "7. IVrt.osr. p. r.j). 8 Am mi. ibid, 
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Eugemus name m . Eugtmus had formerly taught grammar, and after- 

is fet up by wards rhetoric, an J was general ly efteemed on account of 
Arbogaf his eloquence. jlic*m*r 9 at the requeft of Symmachus, had 

taken ?iim un Jer his pi <>tc&ion, and upon his returning nto 
the caft with Theodoftus, recommended h;m to Arbogajles, by 
whofe intertil !ie was railed to the poft or" fecretary n . Z*ft- 
tnus tells us that Arbngajles, re poling an intire confidence in 
Eugentus, an.J judging him capable of the moft daring refuta- 
tions, imparted to him the defign he had formed of murdering 
Valentinian, and railing him to the empire in bis room 5 that 
Eugentus icjVcted at firtt the propofal with horror j but was ill 

the end prevailed upon to fall in with the meafures of his pa- 
tron; whereupon he was, by his inter eft, after (he death 
of the young prince, proclaimed emperor, as a perfon well 
qualified for that high flation °. Hefoon made himfelf matter 
of all the weflern provinces, fays Socrates * ; which mud be 
under flood of Weft lllyricum, Italy, Gaul, Spain, and Bri- 
tain ; but not of Africa , which, after the death of Valtntinian* 
fubmitted to Thecdofius, as appears from two laws of that 
prince, the one dated from Confantinople the thirtieth of De- 
cember 3939 and add re fled to Gild* count of Africa ; and the 
other dated from the fame place the twenty-feventh of March, 
and addrefled to Silvanus duke of the province Tripolitana 
It is likewife manifeft from Claudia** that Gild* acknow- 
ledged Theodofius, and not Eugentus r . The new ufurper, 
tho* a chriftian,, was greatly favoured by the pagans, who 
were well apprifed, that he only bore the title of emperor, 
while the whole power was lodged in Arbogaftes, who pre- 
tended a great attachment to their religion. The arufpices, 
who began to appear anew, a flu red him, that he was declin- 
ed to the empire of the whole world ; that he would Toon 
gain a complete vi&oiy. over Theodofius, who was as much 
hated, as he was beloved, by the gods ; and that his power and 
authority would have no other bounds, butthofe of the Roman 
empire Tho* Eugenius feemed to favour the pagans, yet, 
in the very beginning of his reign he wrote to St. Ambrofe, 
who did not anfwer his letter, til) he was prcfled by ft me of 
his friends to recommend tl em to the new prince, and then 
he treated him in his letters with all the refped due to an cm- 
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pcror t. While thefe things palled in the weft, fome diftur- 

bances happened in the court of Tbeodofius at Can/} amino pie : 
Rufinusy not fatisfied with the confular dignity, to which he 
was raifcd this year, not with (landing the report or his having 
been the author of the death of Promotusy killed bv the bar- 
barians, began to afpire at the prefe<5t'Me of the ealt, which 
was held by Tatianusy whom lie cauf .a to be accufed of op- Tatianus 
preifion in his government. Zofimus will have him to have and bis fon 
been altogether innocent, and only hared by RufinuSy on ac- ProcuJus 
count of his integrity. Proculus^ the fun of Tatianus y and accuMat 
prefect of ConfiantinopUy was accufed of the lame crime, Ru- 
finus hating him, fays Zofimusy for the fake uf bis father, Tbeo- ****** °f 
dojius appointed fcveral judges to try them ; but as Ru finus Ru " nUf - 
was at the head of that cotnmiifion, and the other judges 
dreaded his refentment, they were both declined guilty: the 
father was depofed, and confined to Lycia y his native coun- Tatianug 
try; and the fon fentenced to death; which Tbeodofius no bawjbed 9 
fooner knew, than he fent him his pardon : but the melienger, and his fim 
gained over by Rufinus y took care not to acquaint the proper executed. 
officers with the emperor's order, till the execution was over . 
Thus Zofimus. But Libanius charges both Tatianusy and his 
fon ProculuS) with cruelty and oppreffion w ; and the laws 
enacted on this occafion by Tbeodofiusy give us room to be- 
lieve, that the charge brought againft Tatianusy was not al- 
together groundlefs, as Zofimus ftyles it ; for by one law he 
took off a tax which had been levied by Tatianus^ without 
his knowledge ; by another he commanded the eftates and ef- 
fects of fuch perfons, as had been profcribed by him, to be re- 
ftored to them or their children ; and by a third addrefled to 
Rufinus % he declared thofc guilty of death, who, for the fu- 
ture, ihould be convi&ed of having plundered the people 
committed to their care; whereas, by former laws, they were 
only to pay fjur limes the value of what they had taken *. As 
for Proculusy he muft have been guilty of greater crimes than 
his father, fince he was punifheu with more feverity. But 
however juft was the punifhment, inflicted on Tatianus^ his 
countrymen the Lycians, who had no (bare in his crimes, 
ought not to have had any in his difgrace and misfortunes ; 
neverthelefs TheodofiuSy at the inftigation of Ru finus * a de- 
clared enemy to the Lycians^ ena&cd a law, declaring their 
whole nation infamous, depriving them of the employments 
they held at that time, and rendering them for ever incapable 

* Am b. ep. 1 5 p. a 10. u Zos I. iv. p. 774. w Lib. o- 
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of any preferment y . This unjuft law was afterwards revoked 
by A''cadiusy who rcftorcd the Ly clans to their former con- 
dition, afcribin; the bafc treatment they had met with, not 
to their demerit, but to the hatred of an execrable man, mean- 
ing Rufinus*. As Tatianus is highly commended by Zfji.'nus 3 
and perfecuteJ with great cruelty, the catholics, while he was 
governor of Egypt under Rolens in 367, fome writers from 
thence conclude him to have been a pagan. He had been 
comes largitio'ium to Falens in 374, rhree limes prefect of the 
eaft, and twice conful. He is fuppofed to have died foon after 
his Jifgrace. When he was depoled, Rufinus was appointed 
prefect of the eaft in his room **. The affair of Tatianus and 
Proculus was not yet ended, when news of the death of Fa~ 
lentinian^ and the ufurpation of Eztg nlus+ was brought to 
Cofift ntinopU. A few days after, emsafladors arrived from 
the ufurper, who, without fo much as mentioning tiie name 
of Arbjgajles^ demanded an audience in the name of Ettgc- 
iiiu; ; and being admitted to the emperor's pre fence, propufed 
an alliance between him and their matter. Tbcodofius re- 
ceived them in a very obliging manner, amufcd them, fays 
Zifivius^ with fair words, and difmitled them loaded with rich 
p«v ^uts b . At the head of this cmoa/Ty was one Rufinus , an 
jit'.?*: iiun % who was attended by fevcral bifno/s fent by Eugc- 
ui.ti 1 > divert the emperor 

Aj l'.':ec.ijii:,s ch.i-£wd -irbignjics with t.ie murder at F ale nil- 
niu-:^ the Oilhops did all tine lay in their po..er to clear him 
from t h * c iaife, .js they fr»'lc 1 ic, and grouudef, afpe/hon c . 
Ji;t f hhS , *i V b'^djret % ;:n 1 $o~?metf, tell us*, that, upon the 
depa! lure <<« the crmo..liuwor<, Tbeodsfius di /patched the eunuch 
E:*!r r *jt*uSi «>f whom we ill t « 2 have frequent occalion to (peak 
in toe ici^ a of '/r::uit , t > co if ill a holy hermr, by name 
j'so'i, ijy ntcion an Egy^tiii) whom the emperor looke i upon 
sts an 01 acle. Eutrspi'ts wa-. injoincd to bring him, if poJil- 
b!e, to court; b : 1 r , if he could not prevail upon him to quit 
hi-, f.duu Je, to a Ik him, w ictner he approved of the emperor's 
atiJickiii'i Eugenia s ftrifr ? or, if lie Jhouid wait till the ufurper 
fctUckeJ hun ? T'Jie h-rnn: declined going to courr, hut ad- 
vifed the emperor to begin ihe war wit/iout delay, a/Turing 
him, rh it he would overcome the tyrant, but not without 
hlooviili.-J ; that he Would die in //.c/", utter hi* victory, and 
induing leave his llm cmpcior oi the weft. Thus the 
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^ove-mentioned writers. Tbeedt/ius, upon the return of the tH* pre - 
meflenger, began his military preparations ; but as he confided pares f§r 
more in the affiftance of Heaven, than the number of his war. 
troops, or the bravery of his generals, he vifited in the firft 
place all the churches of his capital, attended by feveral 
bifhops, and a great croud of people, imploring with them the ffispitty* 
favour and protection of the Almighty, who djfpofcs of king- 
doms as he thinks fit, and befto ws victory on whom he pleafcs g . 
The military preparations, to which Tbeodojtus applied himfelf 
with ind efatigable pains, did not divert him from publishing 
feveral laws this year, among the reft one condemning fuch 
heretics aslhould confer or receive holy orders to pay, byway 
of fine, ten pounds weight of gold, and declaring the places ' 
where they fhould perform any religious ceremony ,connfcated rt 14 ' 
By another law of this year, dated the eighteenth of July* he 
commands tkofc who fhould raife di ft urban ces in the church, 
or impugn the orthodox faith, to be baniflied, and confined 
to fome defert, if they had been guilty of the fame fault be- 
fore *. The law of the eighteenth of Qttober of this year, 
commands fuch criminals as fhould have purloined the public 
money, and taken fan&uary in churches, to be dragged from 
thence, and punifhed, or the bifhops who protected them, to 
pay what they owed k . From this law it appears, that the 
cuftom of taking fan&uary in churches had already prevailed. 
Before this time, St. Aujlln^ being folicitcd either to deliver 
up a debtor, by name Fafcius^ who had fled to his church as 
to an afylum, or to iatisryhis creditors, chofe the latter By 
a law dated the eighth of November , the emperor revived all 
the ancient laws againft paganifm, forbidding, under the fevc- 
rcft penalties, every ceremony of the pagan religion m . 

The following year 4 j hcoaojius was conful the third time, 
with A'tuiulantius^ who was, as appears from a law of the pre- 
ceding year, general both of the horfe and foot n . In his 
room Eitgettius v/as acknowledged confuJ in the weft, as we 
learn from an antient epitaph of this year, in which that u- 
furper is ftyled the colleguc of Tbeodojtus in the confulfhip °. 
This year Theodofem pubiifhed many excellent laws, and a- 
jnong the reft one abrogating an antient law, which punifhed He revokes 
tiiofe with death, who uttered fedicious words a^ainft the tbe la<w 
prince. If fuch words, fays Tbeodofiu^ 'xw his law of this year, of treafon. 

fl Ruf. I. ii. c. 33. p. 191. l»Cod. Theod. 1. xvi. 

tit. ^. leg. 2i. p. 138. 1 Idem ibid. tit. 4. leg. 3. p. 101. 
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proceed from levity, they are to b; defpifed ; if from folly, 
to be pitied ; if from malice, they are to be forgiven p . In 
the beginning, or, as fome will have it, in the end of this 
year, that is, on the fifteenth of January^ or twentieth of 
November* the emperor declared his fecohd fon, Honorius 9 Au- 
gufius* The ceremony was performed with great folemnity 
in the palace of He b do mo n near Conjiantinople 4. The poet 
Claudian introduces on this OQCstdon Theodofius intruding the 
young prince in the art of governing This year was ended 
at Conflantinople a fquare, which bore the name of Theodofius ; 
and the following year a wreathed column ereded in it, on 
which were engraved the victories of that prince over the 
Goths and other barbarians. On the top of the column was 
an cqueftrian ftatue of Theodofius* which was thrown down 
by an earthquake in the reign of the emperor Zen* ; but the 
column was ftill Handing in the thirteenth century, and is 
frequently mentioned in hiftory r . Theodofius parted this whole 
year at Conftantinople y making the neceflary preparations for 
the dangerous war which he was refolved to undertake. As 
for Eugenius, he had gained the preceding year confiderable 
advantages over the Franks* being induced to make war upon 
them by Arbogafies* who bore an old grudge to Mtrcomir and 
Sunno* two princes of that nation. This war was managed 
by Arbogafies, who, paifing the Rhine near Cologne in the 
depth of winter, laid wade the countries of the Bru&erians 
and Chamavians* without meeting with the Ieaft oppofition, 
Marcomir ihewing himklf only at a diftance on the hills, 
with fome parties of the Anfivaril and Chatti e . Hence it 
appears, that thefe antient nations of Germany were at this 
time comprifed under the name of Franks. Eugenius himfelf 
approached the Rhine* at the head of a very numerous and 
powerful army ; and having, upon the return of Arbogajles* 
renewed the antient alliance between the Romans and Frank s 9 
he left Gaul* and repaired to Italy ; which he had fcarce en- 
tered, when he was met by a deputation from the Roman k- 
nate, in treating him to reftore to the temples the revenues of 
which they had been deprived byGratian* and to re-eftablilh 
the celebrated altar of Viftory. Eugenius received them in a 
very obliging manner j but could not be prevailed upon to 
comply with their requeft. The fenatc foon after fent a fe- 

1 4 
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cond deputation to folicit the fame favour ; which was de- 
nied them a fecond time. But when by a third embafly they 
renewed their requeft, Eugenius yielded at length to their Eugenius 
importunity, reftoring the pagan religion and temples to their favours 
former luftre, and differing the an tt en t ceremonies and facri- tht pagan 
lices to be renewed in the fenate of the metropolis of his em- ceremonies. 
pire °. The following year, 394, Arcadius being conful the 
third time, and Honorius the fecond, Theodoftus was ftill at 
Con/rant inople on the fifteenth of May " ; but he left that 
metropolis foon after ; for he was on the thirtieth of the fame 
month at Heraclea* and on the fifteenth of June at Adriano- 
fie ». He bent his march through Dacia* and the other 
provinces between Thrace and the fulton Alps* which fepa- 
rate Italy from Noricum* with a defign to force the pafles of 
thole mountains, and break into Italy* before the army of 
Eugenius was in a condition to oppofe him. Upon his arri- 
val at the Alps j he found the pafles guarded by Flavianus 
prefect of Italy \ at the head of a confiderable body of Roman 
troops, who, after a fhort reiiftance, betook themfelves to 
flight. Flavianus was killed at the firft onfet. Theodoftus* Theodo- 
having thus opened himfelf a paflage over the Alps* was met, "" s '* r £** 
as he came down from thofe mountains, by Eugenius * at the ft^f 
head of a very numerous army, drawn up in battle-array on v tbe P s 
the banks of the river Frigidum ; which Sanfors and others 
take to be the river Vipa$ or Wiback in the county of Gorice* 
about thirty-fix miles from Aquikia. The army of Theodojius 
was no lefs numerous than that of the enemy, being rein- 
forced by feveral bodies of Armenians* Iberians* Arabians* 
Goths* and other barbarians, who dwelt beyond the Danube. 
The Roman troops were commanded by Timafius and Stilicho* 
who had married the emperor's niece ; and the foreign auxi- 
liaries by Gainasj Saul* Bacurius* and Alaric the Goth* whofe 
name is famous in hiftory. Of Gainas* who was of the fame 
nation, and Saul* who was likewife a barbarian, we fliall 
have frequent occafion to fpeak in the reigns of Arcadius and 
Honorius. Bacurius was a native of Armenia or, as Rufi- 
nus will have it, of Iberia * ; nay, he is ftyled by that writer 
king of Iberia. Among the Romans he was comes domejlico- 
rum* that is, captain of the guards, and univerfally efteemed, 
not only for his courage and experience in war, but for the 
mildnefs of his temper, his affability and good-nature to all, 
even to his enemies »• Rufinus* the ccclcfiaftic hiftorian, 
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who lived in great intimacy with him while he was duke of 
Pale/line, calls him a man of great integrity, a pious and 
zealous chriftian, a worthy companion of Tbeodoftus^ z man 
endowed with every good quality of the mind, and by few 



emperor, unwilling to expofe the Romans, ordered the foreign 
auxiliaries to begin the a&ion, which they did with great vi~ 
gour and refolution ; but were (bon put in diforder by the 
regular and well-difciplined troops of Eugenius, headed by 
A'bogaftes, who fignalized himfelf in a very eminent manner* 
Bacurlus, however, having rallied the barbarians, led them 
back to the charge ; and being fupported by Ttmafius and Sti- 
licho, renewed the combat, which lafted till night coming 
on, both armies retired to their refpedtfve camps. Bacurius 
on this occafion diftingui&ed himfelf above ail the other com- 
manders, killed great numbers of the enemy with his own 
hand ; but being in the end furrounded on all fides, he was 
cut in pieces, after having defended himfelf for a long time 
with incredible bravery. Of the Goths and other auxiliaries 
above ten thou fan d were killed ; but of the Romans, who 
fupported them, only a fmall number, Eugenius, conclud- 
ing he had gained the day, and that the army of Tbeodoftus 
was utterly defeated, gave his men leave to retire to their 
tents, and refrefli themfelves, that they might be the better 
able to purfue the enemy next morning. In the mean time 
Tbcodojius was advlfcd by his generals not to hazard a fecond 
engagement, bur to retire in the night, repafs the Alps, and 
pur off the decifion of the war till another campaign ; againft 
which time he might with great eafe recruit his army, and 
renew the war with freffi vigour. But the emperor, without 
giving ear to their remonftrances, having afTembled his troops 
by break of day, led them in perfon again ft the enemy ; and 
entering their camp when leaft expe&ed, put great numbers 
of them to the fword, and obliged the reft to fave themfelves 
by a precipitous and diforderly flight e . Thus Zofimus. 
But the cccleflaftic hiftorians afcribe the vi&ory gained by 
Thcodofius, not to any furprize, but to the prayers of the em- 
peror, and to the miraculous afliftance of St. John the evan- 
gelift, and the apoftle St. Philip, who appearing to him in 
the night, encouraged him to renew the fight early next 
morning, and a/lured him of victory. The fame writers ad J, 
that Tbcodojius no fooner attacked Eugenius' % numerous for* 
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ces, than a violent ftorm arifing, and blowing full in the ene- 
my's faces, turned their arrows and javelins back upon them- 
felves, and raifed fuch clouds of duff, as quite deprived them 
of their fight ; fo that having two enemies to encounter at 
once, they were quickly overcome. Of this ftorm mention 
is made by The$doret f, Orofiusy g , Sozomen h , St. Jmbrofe 
Rufinus k , St. Aujlin and the poet Claudian ro , who de- 
scribe it with great elegance in fome verfes which he wrote 
eighteen months after n ; but, to flatter Honorius 9 will have 
it to have been owing to his deftiny. Jrbogaftes behaved on 
this occafion with great intrepidity ; but in fpite of his ut- 
mot efforts, his men, quite difheartened, and concluding, 
from the extraordinary violence of the ftorm, that Heaven 
fought againft them, either betook themfelves to flight, or, 
throwing down their arms, fubmitted to Theodojiits 9 who 
readily received them into favour ; but at the fame time 
commanded them to apprehend, and deliver up to him, 
the ufurper. They no fooner received this order, than 
they flew to the riling ground where Eugenius had poft- 
ed himfelf to behold the battle, and was frill waiting the 
event of it. When he obferved them coming in great 
faafte towards him, he concluded they brought him news of 
the vkfiory. As they approached, he afked them, whether 
they bad, purfuant to his orders, fecured Tbeodofius. They 
anfwered, that they defpifed the commands of a tyrant and 
ufurper, whom they were come to feize, and deliver up to 
their lawful fovereign ; and loading him that inftant with Euo-eniui 
irons, dragged him, ftripped of all the enfigns of majefry, to tx&cn 9 <fe- 
the emperor, who reproached him with the murder of Valcn- Hvercd ut 
tinian % with the calamities he had brought upon the empire to Theo- 
by his unjuft ufurpation, and with putting his confidence in dofius, a»* 
Hercules^ in defiance of the only true God ; f >r on his chief t*t ** 
ftandard he had difplaycd the image of than fabulous djiiy. h * JiS s * * 
Eugenius begged earneftly for his life ; but while he lay prof- 
trace at the emperor's feet, his own foldiers ft ruck ofr his 
head, and carrying it about on the point of a fpcir, fhewed it 
to thofe who, remaining in hid camp, had not yet fubmitted 
Xolbeodoftus. Ac that fight they were all ihuudcr-ftruck ; 
but being at the fame time informed, that Tbeodofius was 
ready to receive them into favour, they threw down their 

f Tk sopor. I. v % c. 24. p. 739. B Oros. l.vii. c. 3^. p. 

2 20. * Soz 1. vii. c. 24. p. 742. 1 Am bk* term, dc di- 

ved*, p. 117. & in pfal. xxxvi. p. 692. k Rur. I. ii c. 33. p. 
it) j. 1 Aug. civit. Dei, I. v. c 26. p. 642. »• Claud, 
co: if. lion. 3. p. 36, n Idem ibid. 

arms 



66% 

Arbogaf 

res lays 
'violent 

hands on 

Uimfelf. 



The Roman WJloryl 



Book III. 



Honor ius 

declared 
emperor of 

the 



arms and fubmitted °. Jrboga/ies* the chief author of the 

death of Valentinian* and the evils attending it, defpairing of 
pardon, Aid to the mountains ; but being apprifed that dili- 
gent fearch was made after him, he laid violent hands on 
himfelf*. The children of Eu genius and jlrbogaftts* who 
had attended their parents in this war, having great reafon to 
expec"t the fame treatment, took fan&uary in different 
churches $ but the pious emperor, not fatisfied with pardoning 
them, laid hold of chat opportunity to convert them from pa* 
ganifm, which they profefled, to the chriftian religion, ap- 
pointing proper perfons to inftru£t them, and convince them 
of their errors ; which they had no looner renounced, than 
he took them under his protection, put them in pofltffion of 
their paternal eftates, and raifed them to co n fide r able employ- 
ments Great numbers of the partisans of Eugenius hav- 
ing fled for refuge to the great church of Milan, St. Jmbrofe 
repaired to Aquileia, where the emperor then was, to folicit 
their pardon ; which was immediately granted, and a general 
amnefty proclaimed r ; nay, the emperor is faid to have been 
fo concerned for the blood that was ihed in the battle, as to 
ah (lain for fome time from the holy eucharift r . He probab- 
ly followed therein the directions of St. Jmbrofe* at leaft his 
conduct was agreeable to the fentiments of that prelate, who, 
in fpeaking of judges, lays, That though he does not deny 
them, as many have done, the holy eucharift, after they have 
femenced criminals to death, yet he approves of their abftain- 
ing for fome time of their own accord from the holy myfte- 
ries c . The emperor, immediately after his victory over Eu* 

genius* fent for his Con Honor ius* whom he had left at Con- 
Jia?7tinople* under the care of Rufinus* who was thereby vett- 
ed with aimoft an unlimited power. Before the arrival of the 
young prince, Theodofius had removed from Afuileia to Mi- 
lan* where he received him and Serena* who came with him, 
in the great church, and committed them both to the care of 
St Jmbrofe «. Serena was daughter to Honorius* the em- 
peror's brother. A few days after he declared his fon Hono~ 
t ius emperor of the weft, aligning him for his fliare, Italy* 



we/i. 0 Ambr. vit. p. S6. Claud, conf. Hon. 4. p*4>* Ru». p. 

192. Theodor. p. 74.0. Socr. i. 5. c. 25. p. 294. Chron. 
Ale*, p 710. p Claud, ibid. p. 41. & conf. Hon. 3. p. 39. 

Socr p. 295. Oros. p. 2*0. 221. * Ambi. ep. 16. p. 
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Gaul* Spain* Britain, Africa* and Weft Illyrieum. and ap- 
pointing Stilicho hisfirft general and prime minifter »• With 
this declaration he fent St Hie bo to Rome ; on which occafion 
Serena ) whom Tbeodofius had married to that general, and 
who accompanied her iiufband to Rome, (hewed a great defire, 
fays Zofimus* to fee the ftatuc of Cybele ; but the was no 
fooner admitted into the temple, than me matched from the 
goddefi a necklace of ineftimabie value, faying, it became 
better the niece of an emperor than a fenfeJefs ltatue. An 
old veftal, who was prefent, tranfported with a blind zeal, 
could not forbear uttering dreadful imprecations againft Se- 
rena, her hufband, and her children ; but Serena caufed her 
to t be driven out of the temple, and punifred for her ar- 
rogance. At the fame time her hufband Stilicho commanded 
the thick plate of gold, with which the gates of Jupiter Ca- 
pitolinus were covereJ, to be taken off, and conveyed to his 
lodging. Under the plate were found engraved on the wood 
thefe words : This is referved fo>- an unhappy king. Thus 
Zofimus** who ridiculoufly afci*«jes to ihefe two actions, the 
misfortunes which afterwards befel Stilicho and Serena. The 
Roman fenate fent deputies to congratulate Tbeodofius on his 
late victory, and to beg the contuUhip of the enfuing year tor 
the two brothers Olybrius and Probinvs* The emperor 
granted them their requeft, exhorting them ar the fame time 
with great zeal to renounce the errors in which they had been 
brought up, and yield to the force of that truth, which now 
generally prevailed. ZoJimus 9 who feldom agrees with other 
writers, fuppofes Tbeodofius to have gone in pc: (on to Rome* 
to have fummoned to the imperial palace all tne fenators, who 
ftill continued attached to rheanticnt ceremonies of the Rom 
mans* and to have exhorted them to get the better of the pre- 
judice of their education, and renouncing the fupcrftittoui 
worfliip of the gods, to embrace the chriftian religion, which 
alone could deliver them from their fins. But not one, con- 
tinues that writer^ could be prevailed upon to abandon the 
religion and ceremonies with which Rome had been founded, 
and had fubfifted near twelve hundred yearn. Hereupon the 
emperor declared, that as the exchequer h id been drained by 
the late war, he could fpare no money for die ceremonies of 
their religion ; which he therefore declared unlawful, and ut- 
terly fupprefTeJ y . He had bef re cn&clcd feveral laws for the 
fuppreffion of idolatry 5 but Eugenim had revoked them, and 

reilorcd to the temples their pnvilr^w-r. und revenues. 7"l.ig 
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year is remarkable for dreadful earthquakes, which were felt 

almoft every day in moft provinces of the empire, from the 
beginning of September to the end of November 5 for cxcef- 
five and incefTant rains, which laid whole countries under 
water ; and fuch a darknefs as had not happened in the me* 
jnory of man 2 : all which the writers of thofe times feem to 
have looked upon as prognoftics of the great lofs the Roman 
empire was to fuftain in the approaching death of the great 

1 beodofius. 

The next confuls were the two brothers Antrim Her mo- 
gem anus Olybrius and Anicius Probinus^ the fons of Petronius 
Pro bus and Anicia Proba 9 on whofe confulate Claude an wrote 
a poem ». Theodoftus y having reftored ihe weft to its former 
tranquillity, was preparing to return to Cott/iantinople 9 when 
he was feized with a dropfyy occafioned by the great fatigues 
he had undergone in the late war b . As foon as he perceived 
himfelf to be in danger, he made his will, by which he di- 
vided the empire, bequeathing the eaft to his eldeft fon Ar- 
cadiusy and the weft to Honorius. He likewife confirmed 
the pardon which he had granted to all thofe who had borne 
arms againft him, and remitted a tribute, which had proved 
very burthenfome to the people, charging his fons and fuccef* 
fors to fee his will duly executed as to thefe two points 
Socrates and Soxomen write, that finding himfelf in great 
meafure eafed of his pain, he aiSfted at a chariot-race ; but 
his diftemper returning with great violence, he appointed one 
of his fons to pre fide at the fports in his room ; and 
withdrawing to his chamber, died the following night T . 
He was heard a few minutes before he expired to 
utter the name of St. Ambrofe f . He died at Milan on 
the feventeenth of January of this year 395, two days 
before he had ended the fixteenth year of his reign, be- 
ing then at moft in the fiftieth year of his age e . St. Am- 
brofe pronounced his funeral oration, in which he fuppofes him 
to enjoy the rewards promifed in the gofpel to a religious and 
virtuous life u . His body was embalmed, and conveyed from 
Milan to Cojijlantincplcy where it was interred by Arcadius 
with extraordinary pomp and magnificence, on the ninth of 
Novem!cr % of the prefent year w. A tomb of porphyry was 

'Mar. citron. Amd. fcrm. de divtrf. in. p. 116. 'Claud. 
deconf. Olyb. & Prob p. 1— S l> Socr. 1. v. c. 26. p, 29J. 

Soz.l. vii c. zS p. 752. 9 Amu. ibid. p. 117. r Socr. 1. 

<* Am B. ibid. p. 1 22. 
» A.mh fcr. de di- 
.4m c . ibid. p. 
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to be fecn many ages after, fuppofed to be that of Theodofius. 
It ftood in the maufoleum of Conftantine the Great , near the e y a<m 
church of the apoftles *. As for the character of Theodofius^ ra 8er. 
all authors, whether pagan or chriftian, Zofimus alone except- 
ed, agree, that he was endowed in an eminent degree with 
every virtue becoming a prince, without the allay of one 
Angle vice. Not to mention the ecclefiaftic biftorians, and 
the two great luminaries of the church, St. Ambrofe and St. 
Aujlin y who may perhaps be thought prejudiced in his favour, 
as he was a moft zealous patron of the orthodox faith. The- 
mi/ii us , Symmachus, PacatuSy and Viftor the younger, though 
greatly attached to the aotien£ religion of the Romans , which 
Theodofius difcountenanced above all his predecaflbrs, and made 
it his chief ftudy utterly to fupprefs, propofe him as the pat- 
tern of an excellent prince, the eminent virtues that fhone in 
him overcoming tfre prejudice, which his zeal for the chrif- 
tian religion^ and averfion to the fuperftitious ceremonies of 
the pagans, raifed againfi: him among thofe, who in fpite of 
his utraoft endeavours continued obftinate in their errors y . 
The teftimony of thofe writers, who had no lefs reafon to 
be prejudiced again ft Theodofius than Zofimus ^ and who lived 
in thofe times, mud be of far greater weight with every im- 
partial reader, than the invectives -of that hiftorian, who lived 
a hundred yean after. Theodofius was, as we have hinted 
above out of Airelius Vi£tor % naturally choleric, and apt, in 
the firft transports of his paflion, to iflue fuch orders as fa- 
voured of cruelty* But as he was loon appeafed, we have 
but one inftance of their being put in execution before he 
had time to revoke them ; namely, the famous mafia ere 
of the inhaditants of JTheJfalonica^ who had murdered 
in an infurrc&ion BoUricus, the emperor's lieutenant in 
Illyricum y be caufed he refufed to fet zt liberty a chariot- 
driver, who bad been iuiprifoncd for offering violence 
to a woman of fome diftindtion. When this came to the 
emperor's ears, he ordered all thofe who had been any- ways 
concerned in the murder or riot, to be put to death ; but at 
the interceffion of St. Ambrofe^ and other bifliops ailembitd in 
a fynod at Milan , where the emperor then was he revoked 
his orders, and pardoned them. Some time after, his mini* 
fters reprefenting to him, that the Tbe//aio;;ians had been en- 
couraged to this fedition by the too great indulgence he ii.iJ 
ihewn to the inhabitants of Antiocb ; and that ir' he fu.-fered 
the murder of his lieutenant to go thus unpuniihed, his uiii- 



* Canqs urb. Con ft. antiq. I. iv. p 109. * Vide Sym. 
cp. 81. p. 117. cp 13. p. 65. Yi£t cpir. 5|5, 547. 

Vox-. XV. t i J 



I 



in. 



CUT 3 



666 



The Roman Hijktny. 



Book III; 



The maf- 
Jhcre cf 

ThcfiXo 
iiica. 



cers for the future would be in continual danger of their lives, 
and he himfelf difturbed and alarmed with daily infurreclions ; 
his wrath was kindled anew to fuch a degree, that, forgetful 
of the promife he had made to St. Ambrofe* he immediately 
ordered a body of troops to march to Theffalonica, and re- 
venge on the inhabitants the death of his lieutenant. The 
foldiers, entering the city, purfuant to their orders, furround- 
ed the people, while they were aflemMed to behold the C/r- 
cerfian games j and falling upon them fword in hand, without 
regard to fex, age, or condition, without diftin&ion of guilty 
or innocent, cruelly maflacred, in the fpace of three hours, 
above feven thoufand perfons ? many of whom were ftrangers 
come to Thejfalonica on occafion of the fports. When news 
of this maffacre was brought to Milan* St. Ambrofe wrote to the 
emperor, who had left that city fome time before, upbraiding 
him with his cruelty, reprefenting to him the enormity of his 
, crime, and exhorting him to atone for it by a fincere fubmif- 
Amnjiance f wn anc j rcDC ntance. This the emperor took in good part ; 

" anc * rc ^ urn ' n S *f cw days ar " te f to Milan* repaired, according 
™!^difeit- to cu ^ om » *° tnc g rcat church, to perform his devotions 
tine of tie tnerc ' But St. Amhro/i, meeting him at the door, denied 
church. him entrance, telling him, that he was cut off from the com- 
munion of the faithful, and unworthy to appear amongft 
them, till he had expiated fo public a crime by as public a 
repentance. To this the emperor readily fubmitted j and 
returning to the palace with tears in his eyes, performed with 
great humility all the duties of an open penance, as in joined 
by the canons of the church, and the cuftom of thofe times. 
He continued in that ftate for the fpace of eight months, 
that is, from the latter end of April to Chri/lmas* when, to 
make fome amends for his crime, and to prevent both him- 
felf and his fucceflbrs from being guilty of the like cruelty for 
the future, he enadled a law, or rather enforced the observ- 
ance of an antienc law, by which all criminals were to have a 
refpite of thirty days allowed them between the pronouncing 
of the fentence of death and their execution *. It is furprifing, 
that TLoftmus* who omits no opportunity of railing at The* 
cdofutS) and often cenfures even the moft commendable 
actions of that prince, fliould take no notice of the above- 
mentioned ma/Tacre. The reader will find in the ecclefiaftic 
writers other iuirances of the emperor's in tire fuSmiflion to 
the ordinances of the church, of his piety, felf-denial, and 
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other chriuian virtues, in which he far excelled all the princes 
who had reigned before him. Of the writers who flourilhed 
in his reign, we fhall fpeak in note (M J. 

(M) Among the writers, who flourifhed under Theodofius, the 
celebrated orator Symmachus deferves, both on account of his birth 
and eloquence, to be mentioned in the firft place. He was the foa 
of L. Aurrfius Avianius Symmachus, prefect of Rome in 364 (t). He 
is fly led at the head of his letters, by Macrokitu (2), and in an 
ancient infeription, Aurelius Symmachus (3). He had at leafl 
three brothers, who were all dead before the year 389 (4.). Of 
thefe Cglfinus Ttcianus 9 whom in all his letters he ftyles brother ( c), 
feems to have been one. He diftinguifhes F/avianus, who was pre- 
fect of Italy, and joined Eugenius, in whofe caufe he loft his life, 
with the fame title (6) ; but moft writers are of opinion, that he 
was no ways allied to him. Symmachus married Rujiiciana, the 
daughter of Qrfites* who was for many years prefect of Rome under 
Conftantius , and had by her one fon, named ^ Fahins Memmius 
Symmachus (7). Orfites, his father in-law, was accufed in 364, 
and convicted of having embezzled the public money ; for which 
crime his eftate was confiscated, and he banifhed ; but he was recal- 
led in 366, when part of his eftate was rcftored to him, but never- 
thelefs he died very poor about the year 370, leaving two daugh- 
ters behind him, w*. Rufliciana, and another, who was married to 
a perfon of diftinclion in Hetruria (8). Though Symmachus had no 
fortune with his wife, yet he was reckoned among the wealthy 
fenators (9). He was high pontiff of the pagans, quasftor, prxtor, 
corrector or governor of Lucanim and Brut turn in 36c, and 36 3, 
proconful of Africa in 370, and 373, prefect of Rome in 384, and 
conful in 39! (10). He is ftyled in an ancient infeription count of 
the third order (1 \). He was a moft zeatous patron of idolatry, 
and on that account banifhed by Thtodofitts, but foon after recalled, 
as we have obferved already. He brought up his fon with extra- 
ordinary care, and feems to have taken upon himfelf to inftruct 
him fiz). Being invited by Theodo/sus, with whom he lived in 
great intimacy, to come to Milan, and aitift at the foiemuity of 
his confu'lhip in 399, he excufed himfelf, aiiedging, that he couid 
not leave his fon (1$). His fon was made by his in te reft, Hril 

(l) Sym /. it. c. 44. p 3 1. Cod. Theod. cbron. p. 69 (2) M*. 
croi. I i. c. p. 176, 1 77. (3) Rein p 399. (4) Sym. I Hi* 
ep.S p. 104. (5) Idem, I. i. ep 40, 56, 68. p 30, 38. (6) ldem 9 
I it. ep. 44. p, 81. &ep. 83 p 97. (7) Sidon. L it. ep. 10 p. ^4, 
Sym I /v. ep. 121. p. 3H6. /. x. tp. 441, 442. (8^ Cod. 

Theod. tit 6. p 376. Sym I. x ep. 4 7. p 441, 442. (9 Phct. 
r. So. p 197. Sym. A ep. 5. p. 187 Cff ep. 66 p. 2 1 4. Ammian, 
p 377- Macro/', p. 745. (io N Sym% Lix. ep. 41. p, 31. Cod. 
Theod tit, 6. p. jku. {ii) Rein p 399. (12) Sym. I. -vti. 
ep 30. p. 273, ;tj) ldim % i.viii ep. 08. p. 333. 
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qasftor, and afterwards praetor (14), qua-ftor about the year 3921 
and praetor in 997. The latter dignity cott him two thoufand pounds 
weight of goJd O 5'- and he would have fpent on that occcafion a 
far greaierfum, had he not been retrained by StUicbo, who at that 
time ru]ed under Uanorius ( Young Symmacbut was proccniul 

of Africa in 415, and prefea of to in 419 ( 17;. In the dare 
of a law or the year 424. he is marked conful (18) ; but moft 
writers take that to be a mirtake. He married, after the year 394, 
the grand daughter of Flavianus, and had by her a fon before the 
death of his father (19). He wrote fome epigrams on illusions 
men, and feveral letters, which are to be found among thofe of his 
father, who lubmittcd his own compofitions to' the cenfure and 
judgment of his fon (20). Symmaebus, the father, was efteemed 
the moil eloquent orator of his time ; but his fpeeches not meeting 
with the applaufe he cxpecled, he applied himfelf intirely to the 
writing of letters (z 1 ). His fpeeches have been long fince Joft i 
but his letters have reached our times, and are divided into ten 
books. They were carefully preferved by his amanuenfis, and one 
of his friends, named Eipidems, and publifhed after his death by his 
fon izz). Prudentim, who wrote againtf him, while he was Gill 
living, on occafion of his endeavouring to perfuade the emperor 
to reilore the altar of <vi3ory 9 extols his eloquence, and compares 
it to a golden fpade made ufe of to dig up ordure (23). Macrobius 
compares his elegant and florid ftyle, as he terms it, to that of 
Pliny the younger, and equals him in that re/peel to the bell writers 
of antiquity Apo/Iitearis Sidomius and Cajfiodorus admire his 

eloquence, and the purity of his ftyle (25). Both thefe writers 
quote fome paflages out of him, which are not to be found in any 
of his works that have reached our times (26). Socrates (27), 
Pbotius (28), and * Jornandes (29), mention him with great enco- 
miums. And truly the turn and brevity of his letters is not without 
fome elegance ; but the fame thoughts, tbo\ generally fpeaking, 
common and obvious are often repeated ; and his ftyle favours 
much of the barbarity of the age in which he lived, Jornandes 
quotes the fifth book of the hiilory of Symmaebus ; bat as it does 
not appear, that either Symmacbus the orator, or his fon, ever 

{14) Idem, I. *v. ep. 44. p. 202 . & I. ho. ep. 1 2, p. 147. ( 1 %\ Idem, 
I. nr. tp. 8. /. 146. ( 16) Idem ibid. (.1 J) Cod, Tbeod tit. 6. 
p. 386. (18) Idem, tit. i. p. 386. (19) Sjm. I. ho ep. 14. 
p. 149. (20) Idem, I. wit. ep.zi.p~~o. & appendix ad ep . Sym* 
machi, p. 298,301. (21) Idem, i. i*zr. ep. 29. p. 159. /. wee, 
ep. 6S. p. 333. (22) Idem, I. Hi. p. 101, fcsf /. 1/. ep. 83, 84, 
p. 220. (23) P> ud. in 8ym. /. #. p. 223. &f /. 2. p. 22c. 

(24) Meter. Iu c. I. p. 364. (25") Sid. L u ep. t. p. 1 1. & 

ear. 9. p. 361. J.*viii. ep. 10. p. 231. Cajfiod, I set. //. I, p. 175. 
(26) Sid. £ff Cajftod. ibid. (27) Socr. I. v. c. 14. p. 273. 

(28) Phot. c. 80. p. j 97. (29) Jen:, rtr, Goth. c. 15. p. 636. 
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wrote any hiftory, rood authors take the hiftorian quoted by Jar* 

nandes to be different from both (30}. 

The Latin poet Rufus Fefius Avitnus is fuppofed to have flourifhed 
under Theodofius* becaufc he infcribed a work to Probata a confuiar 
man, whom moft writers take co be the celebrated Probus, who 
died not long before the year 395 (31). St. Jerom % in his com- 
ments on the epiftle to Titus , writes, that the phenomena of Aratus 
had been lately tranflated by A<vienus (32) ; which work, together 
with his tranflation of Dionv/sus's defcription of the world, and a 
third poem by the fame author on the fea-coafts, has reached our 
times. To the fame Auienus or Auianus arc generally afcribed the 
fables of jEfop in Latin verfe, and the whole hiftory of Litjj in 
Iambics ; but the Utter laborious performance which, is mentioned 
by Ser*vius 9 has been long fince loft (33 ;. Some other poetical 
pieces done by the fame author are Hill extant. He writes with 
more tafte and elegance than could be expected from one of the age 
he lived in ; but his fables are not to compare to thofe of Phadrus 
(34). Rufus Fcftus. who was proconfui of Achaia under Valens, i'. 
thought to have been his Ion (35)- Victor the hiftorian, who 
clofes his hiftory with a kind of panegyric on Theodofius, is thought 
to have lived in his time, and to have wrote foon after the death of 
that prince . 36). The name of Sextus Aurelius Viclor is common 
to him with another hiftorian, who flourifhed in the reign of the 
emperor Vatens ; but from him he is dillinguifhed by the fur name of 
junior or the younger : in feveral manufcripts he is ftyled ViHoriut or 
ViBorinus t and under both thefe names he is quoicd by Peaks 
Diaconus (37). He wrote the Roman hiftory ; but what has reached 
our times is but an abridgment of his work, and thence called 
Fi3or*s epitome (38). Gregory of Tours quotes feveral things con- 
cerning the Franks out of an hilrorinn named Sulpicius Alexander 
(39), whom Gothnfrtdas commends as an excellent writer, and fup- 
pofes to be the fame Alexander to whom Ssmmacbus wrote fcvoal 
letters ; from which it appears, that he was governor of a pro- 
vince, and was raifed by V altntini an II. about the year sS", to the 
poft of tribune and fecretavy (40). Some writers are of opinion, 
that the Latin poet Manilins % who wrote on airroiogy, fl -^milled 
under Tleodofius, or his fon Hano/ius ; but from feveral pa:t>£cs i:i 
that poem, efpeciaily from the lafl. verfes of tl eMiit book, iV.v/'-v/.'.-.-* 

tnodo per gent et t &c. mofl critics conclude him to have lived in l.':.? 
time of Augnflus % and to hive written foou a Tier the defea'. or 
Varus (4.1). The notitia, or Hate of the province.. o» ihc cmp 

(30*) VideVoff. hi ft. T.-;;. p 724. (3 \ ) lJtm t I ::. c. rj. p. 2-.:. 
(32) Hier, in 'Tit r. p 24 S. (13) / jff. (:t: t Lat. p. c.». 

(34) Vide Baillet. t?m.>vi. p. 475, -1 ~£>. ( \ 1 ' ,<? .' 77 P- rr:: - 

(36) Vojf. b'Ji. Lat. 1. H. C 12 p 22 1. { —) VcjT Lr.\ 

I it. r. 12. p. 22 1. (}H) /•';•?. C\ ! t. p. 5^!. ( f.Q , G. 

Tar, hi ft. Fran:. I ii, c. 9 p kV. (jr) C'jd. 7 /.rod ft, 
p 409. Sym I i, {p. 101. p cfi. £2** / ix ep.z~ p. (41) \ 

?. v/7. p. 643. VvJ*. f>*sf, Lat p. 5»j. hiaiii. p. u o. 161. 
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published by Surita with the itinerary of Antoninus, is fuppofed to 
have been written in the time of Theodofius ; for mention is made 
there of the provinces of Arcadia in Egypt \ and Ho nor i as in Pont us 9 
fo ftyled from that prince's two fons, and no notice is taken of 
feveral other provinces formed by Arcadius after the death of his 
father '42). The five books of Flavins Vegetius Renatus on the 
military arc are addrefled to the emperor, by whofe order the 
author undertook that work 43). But that prince is fomerimes 
named Palestinian* and fometimes Theodofius (44 \ All we know 
for certain is, that be wrote after the death of Gratian 9 and not 
Jong after the ravages committed by the Goths in that prince's reign, 
which he afcribes to his having fuffered the infantry to lay afide 
their cuirafTes and helmets (4$). Vegetius is diftinguifhed with the 
titie of comes or count \ and even with the epithet of iiluftrious. He 
is commonly blamed for confounding the cuftoms and regulations 
of the ancients with thofe of his time. 

The phifofopher fbemiflius flourished under Theodofius, and was 
no left eiieemed by the Greeks than Symnsachus by the Latins. He 
was fprung from a noble fzmily, and one of his anceftors, a philo- 
sopher by profef&on, had been diftingoifhed with feveral honours by 
Dioclejian (46) ; perhaps his father Eugenius, who was nolefs famous 
for the profeffion of phifofbphy, than forh«s eloquence and learning 
^47). Amongft the letters of the emperor Julian, there is one to a 
phiioiopher by name Eugenists (48) ; whom fome take to have been 
the father of Tbemifisms % if fo, he muft have been too young in 
Diode/tan** time to be rzifed to any public employment* From his 
e ogium, written by his fon foon after his death, it appears, that he 
preferred Ariftotle to all other philofophers, and that in his old age he 
tiled to unbend his mind from theftudy of philofophy with cultivating 
his garden (49). Them/Hsu was of the fame age with the emperor 
Conjfantius (co), born in 317. He was a native of Paphlagonia, and 
not of Conftantinople, tho* he fpent almoft his whole life in that city 
(r, 1). He flu died rhetoric at a place on the mofl diftanc borders of 
Pont us imd Colchis, near Pb*fis,*chyof Colchis, on a river of the fame 
name, his father having recommended him to a ce ebrated profeflbr, 
who taught in that country (52), and under whom he made fuch 
progrefs, that he was fur named Emphrmdm or the fine fpeaker ; 53). 
Gregory Naxianxen ftyles him the king of eloquence, and adds, 
that he excelled in every thing, but mofl of all in the art of fpcak- 
> n g (£4-)' When he was yet very young, he wrote comments on 
^Iriftotle for his own private ufc ; but never the! cfs they were pub* 

(42) Vide Noris epoch, p. 298, 302. (43 ^ Veg. Li. p. 13. W 
. / it p. 30. (44 v . Idtm. p. 13 (4O Idem , I i. 

c. 20. p. 24. (46; Crat Coxflantii Jug. deThemifi '. p. 2 2. 

Th*tnift or <v p. 63. (4 ) Or.Conf. p. 23. (4B; Julian, 

cp xviii. p. 135. '49 Thenttfi or. xx. p. 234. (50 I !*m % 
or. i. p. 375. (51) Idem, or. ii. p. 28. S z ) M*** <> r 

p. zgz & or. wii p. 214. or xxarh. p. 33 333 (53, Greg. 

Naz ep. cxi. p. 866. C54) ld*m % ep czxxix. p. 865. 
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limed, and met with great applaufe (55). His comments on Arifi 

totle, and his notes on Plato, were ilill extant in. the time of Pbo- 
tins, who ftyles them an ufeful work (0). The author of the 
book on the categories or predicaments* falfly afcribed to St. Au- 
ftin, owns, that, in compiling that work, he h id often recourfe 
to Tbemiftius, a great and wife philofopher of hit time (97). Some 
fragments of the comments of Themiftius on Ariftotle are ilill extant 
(58) ; and St ob reus quotes a paiTage out of that work concerning 
the immortality of the foul. When he had ended his ftudies he 
went to Conft ant inople, and refided there for the 1'pace of at lead 
forty years (60). He firft taught ph ilofophy,<v/s thac of Pythagoras, 
of Plato, and of AriftotU ; but made mod account of the latter 
(61). He had an incredible number of difciples, and a philofo- 
pher of S icy on in Peloponnefus, who had lludied under lam b lie bus 9 
fent him all his at once Co 2). He taught gratis ; nay, he affiled 
his difciples with money fo far as his fmall eftate would allow 
him ; and thence he rejected the name of fophift, pretending it 
ought to be given only to mercenary teachers (6$). After he had 
taught fome time at Conft ant inople, he went fit ft to the court of 
Conft antius, before whom he pronounced his fir It oration at Ancyra 
in 347, having been introduced to that prince by Satuminus, who 
was conful in 3?$ (64). Not long after, that is, before the year 
350, he faw Confront in the weft (.65?. In the year 355, Con- 
ftantius created him fenator of Conft ant inople, and wrote a letter 
in his commendation to the fenate of that city (66). Two years 
after, that prince caufed a ftatue to be creeled to his honour (67), 
Julian wrote frequently, to him in the time of his difgrace ; and, 
being created C*far, anfwered by a long letter that which The- 
miftius had wrote to him from Conft ant inople, encouraging him to 
anfwer the mighty expectations the world entertained of him (63). 
Upon the acceflion of Jovian to the empire, Themiftius was fent to 
the new prince by the tenate of Conft ant ino pi t, to congratulate him 
in their name ; on which occafion he pronounced, or deOgncd to 
pronounce, the oration which has reached our times (691, with 
feveral difcourfes pronounced by him before Pa/ens, who would 
hear him at lealt once every year (70^ He, was with that prince 
in 369, when he concluded a peace with the Goths, to which the 
philofopher pretends to have greatly contributed (71). He attend- 

C 5 5) Idem, or. xxvii. p. 333. or. xxiii. p. 294, 295. (56) 
Phot. c. 73. p. 164. (57) Aug. de Categ. c. 2. p. 23. & c. 22. 
P 34* ($8) Phot. c. 74.^. 1 6 1 ■ (59; Eufeb.p. 241. (60) 
Idem, or. xvii. /. 214. (61) Idem, or. xxiii. p 298. £ff or. 

Conft. p 22. ^62) Idem, or. xxiii. p 29;. (63) Idem, ibid, 

P 294. ^64) IJem t or. xiii. p. 165. iff or xxxi. p. 352, 
Idem, or. xiii. p. 165. or. xxxi. />. 354. or. Conft. p 18. (66*) 

Or. Conft ibid. (67) Ihemift.or. W. p. C4. (68» Julian, ad 
Ihemi/l.p. 479. (69^ Themift. or. v,p. 69 (70 « Idem, or. x. 
f. 129. (71) Idem, ibid. p y 1^3. & or. xiii /. 166. 

ed 
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ed Valens into the call,, and in the Perfian war in 372 (72). 6V 
i rates and Sszimen write, that he reconciled in fbme degree that 
prince to the catholics by a fpeech, which he pronounced before 
him, lhewing, that he ought not to be furprifed at the different opi- 
nions of men in points of religion, but, on the contrary, allow 
them great liberty (73). In the year 376, he was fent by FaUns 
to Gratian, then in Gaul. As on his return he patted through Rome, 
the inhabitants of that metropolis earneftly prefied him to continue 
there, and teach philosophy, but could not, by any offers, prevail 
upon him to accept that office ; (o that, after a fhottilay in their 
city, he returned to CamftantinopU ( 74). T&eodojuu raifed him, in 
384, to the dignity of pre re A of Cmfiantimple, and once had fome 
thoughts of committing to his care the education of his fon Area- 
dius (75). He wrote feveral difcourfes in praife of that prince be. 
fore the year 385 ; but as none of his orations are thought to be 
pofterior to that year, he is fuppofed to have died foon after. AM 
the emperors, who reigned in his time, ihewed him great refpeffc, 
and diftinguifhed him above all the other philofophers. Of bis 
orations thirty- three have reached our times, comprifing one in 
the Latin tongue, which feveral critics fuppofe not to be his. In 
Pbottuft time they were in al! thirty-fix, and among them one ad- 
dreffed to Valenttnian If. which, lince his time, has been loft {76). 
Pbatius commends his ftyle as grave, and at the fame time florid 
and elegant (77). He declares himfelf in feveral places an enemy 
to flattery ; but neverthelefs commends all the emperors alike, and 
be flows as great encomiums upon Valens as upon Tbeodofius. A poet* 
by name Palladius % charges him with ambit ioufly afpiring at the 
dignity of prefect, notwithftandiflg his pretended contempt of 
grandeur and honours (78). When Pdlladius lived, we know not. 
Vbemiftius'* thirteenth oration is altogether unworthy of a man of 
his character. Some' writers will have 7 him to have been an here- 
tic, confounding him with one Eutychianus y who lived in the fixth 
century ; bnt it is evident, from his writings, that he profefTed pa- 
ganifm, though he was not perhaps fuch s fanatic as tibanius or 
Eunapitts. Gregory Naxianzen, who admired his eloquence, wrote two 
letters to him, recommending feveral perfons to his protection (79). 

Eunapius \ who wrote the lives of the fophifts of the fourth cen- 
tury, was a native of Sardes, the metropolis of Lydia ; but iludied 
at Athens , for the f pace 'of five years, under Protrefis, of whom we 
have fpolcen elfewhere, profeflbr of eloquence in that city. He 
returned afterwards to Lydia, and there taught rhetoric. He ap- 
plied himfelf lilcewife to the ftudy of phyfic, and to that of ma- 
gic, under Cbryfaitthus, who had married his coufin; He was ini- 
tiated in the mylleries of Eleufina, aud blindly attached to ail the 

(72) ldim % ibid. (73^ Seer. /. iv. c, 32. p. a$o. Sox. /. vi- 
r. 36. p. 696. (74) I'bentijt. or xxiii. p. 298. iff or. xxxi. p. 
3"f« ("O Idem, or. xv:i. p. 21$. {76) Phot. c. 76. p. 164. 
f-7) ldfm % ibid. (7S)' dmholog. I. ii. e. 52. p. i$3. Voff. poet. 

(JfMC p. 93. tjo,) Greg* Naz. fp t 139, 140, p. 865. 
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c cremonies of the pagan fuperftition {So). By Cbryfa7?thus he was in- 
duced to write the lives of the tophi Its ; which work he begins with 
thelifeof /Vfl/Ztfttj, who flour ifhed in the middle of die third cenriirv. 
From Plothms he proceeds to the lives of Po>pbyriut 9 af fcmblicbus, and 
hisdifciples, who were all addicled to the ftudy of magic, ai evidently 
appears from the account he gives us of them Si). He mentions 
the ravages committed in Greece by Alarie in 39; and 396; 
whence it is plain, that he did not put tiie Ialt hand to his work 
till the latter end of the fourth century. He wrote the- h'. e .\ory of 
the emperors, which con'lfted of fourteen book.% and extended 
from the beginning of the reign of Claudius the luceeifjr of GuU 
liettus, where the hiftory of Dexippus ended, to the dc:tch of Eu- 
doxia, the wife of Arcadius ; that i*, from the year rCS to 404 
(82). His life of the emperor 'Julian was rather a panegyric, 
than a hiltory (83). Some fragments of thi? hillory are to be 
found in Suidas (84% and in the abltracl* ol Corf an tine Vorpb trove* 
nitus on emSaflics. VoJJius writes, that the entire hillory of En- 
n apt us \- lodged in the public library of Venice (8;). The hi lory 
of Zojtmus is but an abridgment of time of E una pi us (3.) Tacy 
were both dec 4 red enemies to all the chriflian princts, eipecial y 10 
Conftantine the Great \ though Eunapitts retrenched, in the fecond 
edirion of his work, mo.l or the invedlives again A the cbrVtiar. : , 
which nc had ini reed in the firft ^87). In his lives of the lophifts 
he betrays the fame prejudice againft the chriflian religion, and, 
in feveral places, inveighs with "rear bicternefs againfl the mor.k*. 
Pbotius commends his ityle as elegant, concife, and ex pre Hi*, e; 
but finds fault with his endlefs metaphors, which better fait an orator 
than an hiflorian (88). In the lives of the fop hilts his rtyle is often 
obfeure, and not eafily underltood, which has led feveral able writers 
into grofs miftakes (89;. He frequently difagrees with the hiitorhns 
of his own time ; nay, with thofe who were eye witnefles of the 
events they relate. The two philofophers, Pappus and Tbeo, flou- 
rimed at Alexandria in the reign of Thcod>Jiut % the former wrore a 
general defcription of the earth, a treatise on the rive's of L\dia % 
and fome other books on different fubjecls (90^. Tbeo t or Tbeoft t 
belonged to the mufeum, fays Suidas {z\) ; that is, to the lociety 
of learned men, who compofed the academy of Alexandria. He 
wrote a book on the overflowing of the Nile, and others on ma- 
thematics, arithmetic, aftrology, on Ptohmy % & canon, and on other 
fubje&s v 92). Dodivell publ ifhed a fragment of Tbeo of Alexandria 
on Ptolemy* s canon, with a book of Jafli, which he fuppofes to 
have been done by the lame writer (93). 

(80} Ettnap. c. 8. p. 82, 102, 103. Phot. c. 77. p. if "9. Jc»f m 
I. iii. c. 17. p 296 — 299. (8;) Eunap c. 2 1 . p 144. (Dz) 
Phot, ibid Eunap p. 7- . (S3 Pbot ibid. [By) Skid p. IC09, 

2237. (8;) nj btf.Gr*c.i ii c. iS. p. 2^2 (B:\ t P/.?t c q8. 

p 272. (87) Pbot ibid. Said p. I 5 I > . • 88 Plot, p 1 . m. , — . 
(89 Vide Jon/ I m c i 7- P 29*. (qo % Suid. p +24. & p. 1; 7. 
(91) Idem , ibid • 92 * Idem. ibid % & jlonf. I. 3. c a. p. 2 19. ./13) 
Append ad Cjpr. dijf. p. I , IC, 98, I Of 1. 
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A. 

AAcius St. the church of, at Conjlantinople, 356. 
Aaron martyred in Devon/bire 9 253. 
A'igarus % ^ Submiflion to Sever us, 55. 
Ab lavi us' s treachery to Sopater, 370, fub not. Murdered by the fol- 

— — a king of the Thervingi, heads them towards Thrace, 575. 

Outwits and furprifes the Romans , 577. 
Ahydos, the oracle of, in Egypt, 429. 

Achilla freed from the Goths, 184. New ravaged by them, 192. 

A:hilUtus*% revolt and defeat, 206. 

— L. Epidius, revolts in Egypt , 240. Defeated by Dioclefian, 

24 7. 

Achalius's writings and character, 122. ( Q_). 
AJd<t) the bridge of, built by Claudius, 196. 
Ad talent reduced by Severus, 49. 

Adri ample blocked up by the Goths, 577. The battle of, 582. 
Advent US) an illiterate competitor of macrinus, 86. Promoted by 

him, it/id. Made prince of the fenate, 92. 
Adultery, fome fevcre laws againft, 90. Revived by Aurelian, 210. 
'Kgyjt* all the temples of, demolished, 64. 

^Egyptians acknowledge Macrianus, i8r. Puniflicd by Diocleftan, 

248. Converted under Theodofius, 647. 
JEHitnus, Papyri us, chofen conful, 7. 
— L. his revolt and defeat, 190. 

A'Mus Serenian, one of Alexander's counfellors, 108. 

Marcianus, his writings, &c. fub not. 123. 

Mmilianus profcribed by the fenate, 46. Defeated and put to death, 

ibid, 

fuccefs 
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fuccefs againft the barbarians, 167. Proclaimed emperor^ 
ibid. His extraa, rife, tie. ibid. & feq. Where killed, 168. 

general of Egypt , proclaimed emperor, 185. With the name 
of Alexander ibid. Defeated and ftrangled, 186. 
JEmilius jfun&usy conful, banifhed by Commodus, 7. 
Mmona abandoned to Maxlmin, 142. Where fnuated, ibid. 
Monia y the mother of Aufonius, her extraft, 615, (Lj. 
JEjculapius deaf to the prayers of Caracalla, 80. 

Mthiopia fpreads a dreadful plague over the empire, 166. Embafly to 
Conjlan tine , 348 . 

JEtlus marries Severus's daughter, 45. 

Afer y Sept I m. Sever, put to death by Caracalla, 76. 

Africa revolts againft Maxlmin, 131. Under Cclfus, 188. Deftroy- 
cd by MaxentiuSy 304. Relieved by Conjlans, 376. Submits to 
Conjlantlus, 39 K» Sadly hampered by the Moors , 515. 

African clergy privileged by Co^Jlantlne , 323. 

Afrlcanus cruelly ufed by Conftantine, 407. 

Agelmond chofen king of the Gcpid*, 597 . 

Agent es in rebus at court reduced by Julian^ 469. 

Agilo fucceeds the brave Urfuinus, 433- Sent againft the Perjians, 

445. Promoted by 'Julian, 468. 1? or fakes Procopi us , 552. 
Aginaclus unjuftly put to death, 539. 
Agnes St. the church of, built by Con/?antitte 9 318. 
Agrlppa, a worthlefs flave, promoted, 92. 
Agrippiuusy Fabius put to death by Hrllogabalus, 98. 
Ay onus , heads the Lombards into Germany, 597. 
Alans, where fituatc, 573. 
Alarlc a Frank general unJcr Theodofius, 659. 

Albanian foldiers whence fo calltd, 94. Revolt to Hcliogabalus, lb. 

Murder the two Maxlnvns y 143. 
Albanus Verolam. martyred in Britain, 253. 

Albia Dominica married to Valens, 549. Delivered of Videntiman IT. 

5.S4- . . 

AibinttSy Clodius, fuccefs in the north, 4. Againft the Fnjtans y 10. 

Made governor of Britain, 14. His extract and clhuartci, 32. 

Hatred againft monarchy, 33. Exccflivc gluttony, &c 34. Mow 

characterized by 4/, Aurellus, lb. (JL). Tampered by Ses/rns, 39. 

Created Cafar 9 44. Declares himfclt emperor, 51. Defeated nwr 

Trcvoux, 53. His death, i£. & icq. 
Alcimus *s writings and character, 450, (Gj. 
A I dh emus conful ted about Cori/lantinc's biith, 278. 
Alemanni, their firft ravages in the empire, 7 >. Where fituatctT, r"i. 

& feq. Defeated by Galllcnus, 171. By Cunjlantius, 252. Malic 

n cave with him, 400. 

4 Q 2 A':.\ar.d:r 
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Alexander Severus proclaimed emperor, 102. His extraft and excel- 
lent education, ib. Rcfpect for his mother, 103. And for the 
clnit'liam, ib. & feg. Reforms the ftate, 104. Marries Sulpitia, ib. 
Mild uf'mtr of Camillas, 106. Expedition into Germany , ib. Friend- 
ship to Cajfius, ib. Severity to Turinus* 108, & feq. Retires in- 
to Campania, icq. Marches again Jr Artaxerxes y ib. & feq. Treat- 
ment of his embaiiadors, ib. NobJe fpeech to the revolted legion, 
no. Admirable difcipline, ill. Various accounts of that expe- 
dition, ill, & feq. Victory over the Perjians, 113. Speech to 
the fe.nate, ib. Triumph, J 15. Haftens ai^ainft the Germans^ ib. 
Mu?dcreJ there, 117- His character, ib. pafT. Excellent virtues, 
ib. 5c feq. Public works, 121. Learning, ib. Cotemporary au- 
thors, 122, ( QJ. 

revolts againft Maxentius, 298. Defeated and killed, 304. 

a cruel governor of Antioch, 477- 
b i fhop of Jerusalem* 162. 

of Conjiantinople, his zeal and death, 352. 
he Great's tomb fhut up with all the learned books, &c. 58. 



Alexandria ruined by Caracalla, 8r. In a dreadful condition under 

Macrianus 9 181. Plundered by the Roman s 9 248. Laid under wa- 
ter, 474. 

Aitxir.diiuhi m-.fi" Lied for lampooning of Caracalla 9 81. Submit to 

Ab:dan::t born, 92. Adopted by Helicgabalus, 100. Takes the name 
of Alexander Severus, ib. &e. Hated and degraded by that tyrant, 
ib. Saved by the fcldicts, 101. And proclaimed emperor, 102. 
The reft fee under Alexander Severus , 102, & feq. 

Alfcrd, father, confuted, 277* 

AHeftus's trt a-hcry to Caraijius, 244. Defeat and death, 246. 
Ampins uhiuitly banifhed, 531. 

vicar of jlritain, banifhed by Va lens, 565. 
Amandus revolts in Gat U 237. Defeated at fea, 336, & feq. 
Atnhrofe Sr. his rile an J firft acquaintance with Pro bus, 543. In high 
cftecm with Gratian, 596. Noble fpeech to the ufurper Max\mus 9 
613. To Thecdo/ius* 642. Sent for to baptize Valentinian % 651. 
Panegyric upon that Prince, 653. Letter to Eugenius, 654. l<e- 
n roof of Tbtodoftas'* cruelty to the Thejfa Ion icons, 666. 
Atnrlius** writings ;md character, 214, & feq. fub not. 
A mi da i^riiSeJ by Conjiantius, 374. Befiegcd by Sapor, 431. Dread- 
ful catallropli--', 432. Refilled by the Nijibifians, 5^5. 
Amim r-pc»p!cd by the Fronts, 747. 

s/m/niantu Afar< c'linns goe«« with Ihjxi uus to Home, 4C4. To the caft, 
4?i. J^m- him uC .V/,r, 433- (Jhnr.icUr of Julian, 488, & 

ici). A viu..:i in h.- 1. 572. vVj'tiny, a»id ckaiadcr, 585, (K}> 

Arf(/ta, 



I N D E X 



677 



Anaftafta, daughter to ConJiantius 9 276. Married to Bajftanus, ii. 

■ ■daughter to Valens, 585- 
Anatoliu* killed hy ihe Perftam, 486. 

Andragatbius, the fuppofed murderer of Gratian, 610. Sent to Op- 
pole Tbcodojius, 638. Drowns himfelf, 64.0. 
Androelides's writings and chara&er, 21 7* fub not. 
Aneptia, put to death by Simplicius, 539. 
Anglo-Saxons come into England, 614. 
Anicetus, governor of Rome, killed, 383. 
Annian family, converted to chriftianity, 643. 

Anniballianus the fon of Conjiantius, 276. Made ting of Pontus 

ib. & 351. Murdered by the foldiers, 371. 
Anno nee prefeftus, his office, 530. 
Antaradus, whence called Conjiantia, 376. 
Anterus, a tool or Ccmmodus, murdered, 6. 

Antioch Disfranchifcd and reftord by Severus, 49. Taken and plun- 
dered by Sapor, 172. Retaken by Valerian* 173. Plundered and 
raifed by Sapor , 177, Relieved by Conjlantine under a famine, 
348. Its famed port builr, 375. Depopulated by famine, 474. 
Kaifes a fedition, 629. Severe punifliment, ib. & fcq. Dreadful 
condition, 632. Pardoned by Theodoftus, 636. 

Antipater, Sever us 9 s fecretary, faved, 68. 

——the fophift's writings, and character, 69, not. 

Antoninus, the fon of Petronius, put to death, 13. 

"the fon of Sever hs* See Caracalla, 38 ♦ 
ftirs up the Perfians a gain ft ConJlantius % 43c 

Anulimis defeated, 47. 

■ — — — -orders in favour of the chriftians, 323. 

Apamea taken by the Scythians, 172. 

Aper murders Numerianus, 232. Difcovcred and taken, ib. Killed 

by Dicclefian, 235. 
Apodemus an informer burnt alive, 468. 
/fpollinarcs, the two, baniihed and murdered, 402. 
Apollinarians fuppreffed by Theod^fius, 642. 
Apollo's temple at Rome burnt, 474. 

Jpojiate chriftians deprived from making a will, 605, 608. Dis- 

fianchifed by Tbeodojs-ts, 648. 
Affiles church at Conjlantnwple, defcribed, 355. 
jjpto'iiri+ius put to death by Stverus, 63. 
At'/i't'ts** v/ricings and character, 160* (X), 
Aqnincum, a citv in New Pannonia, 243. 

Ajitileio lu-hoiiid by Maximin, 142. Taken by Conjlantine, 312. 

Scout delcnco »i gain ft J .than, 445. Taken by Muximus % 638. 
Al'tihUm women their liyn d bravciy and reward, 143. 
Aiuilia Sever a , a velhl, tuiccJ to marry Hcliog.ttalus 96. 

Ami Hits 
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Aquilius Cent to murder Severus* 39. Sides with htm, ib. 
Arabia Felix invaded by Sever us •, 49. Divided by Valem , 560. 
jirabinus iharply reproved by Alexander* 
Aradia Conjiantia, where fited, 350. 
Arator murdered by the Germans , 527. 

Arbetio 9 s defeat in Germany * 407. Treachery to Silvanus* 408. Sin- 
gular arrogance, 468. Plundered by Procopius* 551. Revenge 
on him, ib. 

Arbogajics fent to Theodojius's affi fiance 605. To invert Maxtmus* 
639. To put Victor to death, 640. Murders Valentinian* 651. 
& leq. Singular arrogance to him, 65?. Wars againft the Franks 

658. Defeated by Theodofius* 660. Kills himfelf, 662. 
Arbon* where fituate, 589. 

the bridge of, broken by Julian* 480. 
Arborius * the uncle of Aufonius y his extraft, 615. (L). 
Arcadius* the fon of Theodofius* born, 595. Proclaimed emperor, 
619. Softens the penalties againft the marriages of firft coufins, 
622- Chofen conful, 626. Clemency to the Arians* 651. Has 
theeaft a/figned to him, 654.. 
Arci-ragantes in Sarmatia, who, 349. 
Ardjlir. Vid. Artaxer, 623. 
Argentaria* where fited, 588. 

the battle of, ib. 
Argos burnt by the Iferuli, 192. 

Arians fl.utcry to Jovian, 507, & feq. Repulfed, 508. Supprefled 
by Tbeodojius* 604, 605. Commie frefli outrages, 641. Driven 
out of the cities, 651. 

Arintheus defeats the Germans* 408. Promotes Valentinian** election, 
510. Bravery againft Hipporecbius* 550. Sent againft Sapor * 562. 

Arijlenetus's writings and character, 19, not. Deflroyed by an earth- 
quake, 427. 

A -tJiophar.es cruelly ufed by Catena* 397. I>y Modejlus* 430. 
Arius Antoninus unjuft death, 12. 

1 the heretic banifhed, 341. Received by the council of Je~ 

rnfalem* 350. His death, 352. 
Aries * the cuuncil of vid. fub Council* 329. 

Armenia refrorcd by Macrinus* 90. Subdued by the Perfians % 249. 

Major's wars againft Maximin in defence of chriftianity, 321. 
Revolts, 372. 

Arrian* governor of Capfadocia* his writings and character, 154, not. 
Arfaces fummoncd by Julian* 477. Receives an impious meilage 

from him, 480. Abandoned by the Romans* 502. Trcacheroufly 

murdered by Sapor , 561. 
Artabanes narrowly efeapirs Carccalla's cruelty, 82, Sc feq. Declares 

war againft Macrinus* £9. 

made 
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•made governor of Armenia? 561. Betray es the Perfians 9 

ibid. 

Artaxtr fuccceds Sapor in Perfia? 623. 

Artaxerxes reitorcs the Perjian empire, 104.. Invade- the Roman ter- 
ritories, 109. Contempt of Alexander* meifage, ib. Proud em- 
baiiy to him, ibid. Prodigious army, 112. To tui defeat, fij, 

Aruf ices forbid by Gonjlantine? 332. 

Arzacene yielded to the Romans? 251. 

Afclepas baniihcd by Confiantine? 351. 

Ajclepiodotus lands in Britain? and burns his (hips, 246. Defeats the 

rebels there, ib. 
Afcolus? bimop, baptizes Theodoftus? 600. 

Ajia ravaged by the Scythians, 174. Submits to Macrinus? 181. Ra- 
vaged by the Scythians y 183. 

Afinius Quadrat us 9 s writings and character, 160, (X). 

Afpacuras made king of Iberia? 561. Forced to divide it with Sam* 
romates? 563. 

Afpajius*s writings and character, J24, fub not. 

Afprianus? Fulvius's writings and character, 233, (Bj. 

A/y/a? See churches, 657. 

Atec king of the Franst*? fuhmits to Maximian? 238. 

Atbanaric'% apology tor aiding Procapius, 554.. Uefeated by VaUns* 
558- Ratifies the peace with him, ib. Invaded by the Hunns^ 
574. Retires into the locks of G.iucalanda? 576. Takes rcfucs 
with Theodoftus? 604. lit* death, ib. ~ 

Athanafius unjuftly baniflied, 351. Faifely accufed, ib. Recalled, 
354. Honoured by young Lonjlantia? 373. At the council of 
Sardica? 375. Returns into Egypt? 378. JJepofeJ by Conllantitts? 
415. Periccuted by him, ib. Recalled by Jovian? 507. His 
creed fent to him, ib. His reception at court, ib. 

Athena us** writings and character, 19, fub not, 

Athens? her walls rebuilt, 184. Burnt by the Heruli? 192. Refumcs 

its old idolatry under Julian? 466. 
Atra holds out againtt Sevrrus? 57. Againft Artaxerxes? 105, 
Attains Claudius put to death by Hcliogabalus? 98. 
Atthuarii? who, 441. Subdued by Jitiiau? ib. 
At tili us Sever us? banifhed by Comntodus? 7. 
Attius Patera's writings and character, 366, fub not. 
Augujial? a ftreet in Daphne? why fo called, 344. 
Augujrodunum rebuilt by Conftantiu:? 244. 
A vitus con fee rated at EdeJJa? 92. 
Aldus Pomponiiti raiics a revolt in Gaul, 237. 

Aurelian proclaimed emperor, 198. His rile and character, ib* How 
diftinguifhed from his name- fake, ib. Succcfs againft the Goths*? 

199. Againft the Germans? ib. k'andals? 200. Act* of fcvcrhy, 
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ib. Inlarges the Roman walk, 201. Marches againft Zenobia* ib. 
Succefs again ft her, 203. Takes her prifoncr, 2C5. Receives cm- 
baflies from all the cafcvrn princes, tb. Succefs in Egypt^ 206. In 
Gaul, 207. His triumph at Rome described, tb. Kindnefs to Xcno- 
bia, 208. To Titr 'uus, ib. Reforms the irate, 209. His bread- 
crowns for the people, tb. Succefs in Gaul y 212. In Jllyricum, 
ib. Aflaflinated, 212. Funeral honours, character, k$c. ib. 

, the hiflorian, his writings, 217, & feq. fub not. 

jiure Hits Ncmefianus ? c • • n. r» it a 

jlpiuinarh £ conf P ire a S a,nft Caracalla, 84. 

, Pbilippus's writings and character, 123, fub not. 

jiursolus forced into the imperial dignity, 182. His rife and character, 

183- Defeats and kills Alacrianus^ 184. Marches into Italy , 192. 

Defeated, tb. Defeated and killed, 195. 

the bridge of, built to his memory, 196. 
Jujonius raifed by Gratian^ 592. Speech to him, 596. Writings and 

character, 615, (L). 
Jujiin St. his cenfure of Porphyry^ 266, fub not. Panegyric on the 

Roman confuls, 626. Zeal far church afyla, 657. 
Jujlurians Wi> Ite Tripoli s , 515. 

Jutun relieved by Conjl ^antine •, 303. By Julian, 41 3. 

jfuxonius made prefect of Mcefia, 556* 
jfzotus 9 not an ufurper of the empire, 351. 

B. 

Tijf&ylas forces the emperor to do penance, 157. Martyred under 

Dec i us, 162. 
Babylon taken by Severus, 56- 

Bacurius ferves under Salens, 557. Under Tbeodojius, 659. His cha- 
racter and gallantry, 660. 
Babius Marcel, put to death by Severus, 63. 
Bo gaud cc defeated by Maximin, 237. 
Balamir king of the Hunns, 574. 

Ball/mus, Dee. made Caracallas collogue, 78. Chofen emperor by the 
fenate, 138. His extract :»nd character, 139. Wounded in a tu- 
mult, 241. Gieat jnv at Max/win* s ueath, 144. Grows jealous 
of Maximus, 146. Killed by the prxtorian guards, 247. 

Balchobaudes cowardice and .n rogance, 519. 

£ali/la f s fuccefs againft the Perjians, 178. Goes over to Macrianus y 
181. Takes the imperial title, 185. Murdered, 187. 

Barbatio, a bitter enemy to Gallus, 405, 406. Treachery and death, 
419, & feq. & 42X. 

Barbers fupprclTed by Julian, 469. 

Baronim, a mifiakc of, rectified, 622. 

Bafil St. fitit acquaintance with Julian at Athens, 4.62* Refufes his 
invitation to court, 471. Studies under Procrcfis, 494, fub not. 
Strives in vain to cojivcr t FaUm % ~6o. 

Bafilianus holds out for Maninu*, 95. Put to death, ib. 

Baftlina f 
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Bafilina* mother of Julian* her defccnt, 4533 & feq, 
Bajp, the family of, converted, 643. 
Bajftanms* vide Caracal/a, 38. 

Vide Heliogabulus , 93. 
ft ripped of his cftate, 564. 
Baffus Pompot.ius put to death by Heliogabalus , ico. 
Baftarna fettled in Thrace* 225. Tranfplanted, 252. 
Batavia cleared or all the Franks , 244. 
Batavians defeated by the the Germans, 518. 
Stfwt/* fent to Theodof t us\ afiiftance, 605. 
Bauto chofen conful, 626. 
Beauvois peopled by the Franks , 247, 
Beda'a accuunt of the Roman wall in Britain, 65- 
Beggars fuppreffed by Gratian* 6c6. 
Berean chriftians juft repro^rto Julian, 478. 
Berfabora taken and burnt by Julian* 482. 
Berytus ruined by an earthquake, 377. 
Binefes fent to take poffeflion of Nijlbis* 504. 
Birtha repulfes the Per/tans* 434.. 
Births, two ftrangeones under Theodoftus, 644. 

Bijhops, their immunities under Conjlantius, 375. — orthodox reftored, 
376. How to be tried, 407. Why recalled by Julian, 469. 
Privileged by Theodoftus, 605. 

Bithynia ravaged by the Scythians* 183. Submits to Licinius, 326. 

Blemmyes* where fited, 225. Defeated by Probus, ib. Pliny's fabul- 
ous account of them, ib. Wars with the Moors, 240. Inroads 
into Egypt, 248, Embaffy to Conftantine, 348. 

Bononim fh Illyricum* where fited, 334. 

Bonofus's rife and revolt, 226, 227. Death, /J. 

Borani revolt in Gaul* 167. Succefs againft the Romans, 172. 

BoUricus murdered at Thcffalonica* 665. 

Bretania Armorica, three different colonies fent into, 614. 

Bribery puniftied by Valentinian* 527. 

Britain reduced by Conftantius , 247. How divided by him, 360. In- 
vaded by the Picls, 515. 

Britons harrafs the Romuns, 57. Revolt, 63, & feq. & 227. 

Britons follow Maximin into Gaul, 614. Settle in Bret ague* ib, 

Bruchium, the ficge of, 187. Dcftroyed by Zenohia, 127. 

Brmclerians defeated by Conftantine, 290, 3d. Invaded by Eugcni us, 
658. 

Buchanan* $ account of the Roman wall in Britain, 65. 
Bucherius writings and character, 455, & feq. fub not. 
Bulgaria* a part of Thrace, 330. 
Burgundi revolt in Gaul* 16 

Defeated by Max i mi an* 2 

true origin, &c. 530, 

V*L,XV. 4R tf.vri 



7. Tranfplaated into Cambridgr/hire, 274. 
.38. Exafperate VaUntiniun, 529. Then* 
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Bun-bus, Antiflius, betrayed to death by Oleander, g. 

Bufan furrendered to Sapor, 431. 
Bi/th'h deftroyed by Dioclefian, 248. 

Byzantium holds out againft Severus, 39, Garifoned by Niger , 45. 
Dufiegcd by Stverus 9 ^6* Surrendered and burnt, 50. Slaughtered 
bv GnUrnus, 1S6. Taken by Maximin, 325. Beautified by Con- 
flMiUm, 3 j.6. The reft fee under Conjlantinople 347, & feq. 

£*< /.i.liiur. is, lifiicp of Carthage, highly honoured by Covjlantine, 

"J ' J 9 J *■ T 

(?. - .-/,.■*.■, l >e pMbfopher, tortured to death, 566. 

C ... lie ttiiiok Lie of j under £<7/w, 177. Taken by Firmus, 

C . .. L::t to judge the /IrAncbianS) 631. His character, Se- 
\_ i:<: to J»::ii, 632. ooftcned, 634. Goes to foften Theodofius 

i .v/.;.ds them, 635. 

C-':d.>. A Uni defeated by the Romans, 5. Make peace with Severus, 

(.-4. 

C..'..;ri:':*\ wirings and chnraclcr, 217, fub not. 

-.iljiftttu". vviiliiijs and character, 123, fub not. 
Variants proclaimed emperor in Cyprus, 351. 

Cj!y.Lr:. :-is*s accou nt of Cams' s death 231. 
CJxf-srti where fitualc, 334. 

Cu.itUdiiinus recommended to Llcinius, 302. Put to death by him, 

3**/ - -'^ 

C.*:.\-a;i:ts defeats the Gord'ums, 136. 

L.jpito, £?na:i:u, put to death by Comma dus, y, 

„ G v c r lion o f Annul anus, 587, net. 

Ctpii'A forfaken, and left to ruin, 644- 

C.ipitAhjus, Jul. his writings a d clura£ler, 262, fub not. 
C^ppadccia ravaged by the Perjtans, 109, 177. How divided by #7- 

i-.j, 560. 

r,tt,:iij born to Severus ^ 38. Created Cafar, 51. And partner of 
th-; empire, 56. Takes the manly robe, 58. Triumphs over the 
*/tWs 9 59. Attempts his father's life, 66. And his crown, 67. 
Succeeds him, 69* Attempt:. Geta's life, 72, & feq. Cruel reign, 



74, & feq. Murders his brother, 73. S?ratagerris to gain the fol- 
diers, 74. Speech to the fenate, /i. Deifies GV/a, MalFacrcs 
all his friends, 75. Horrid cruellies and butcheries, 76, & feq. A- 
varice and extortions, 77. Coins fr.lfe money, /'/;. Govr-ned hy 
his flavi-s //>. Iniranchifes all his fuhjedts, ib. Cruelties in Gaul, 
78. Whence named Caracalla, ib* 111 fuccefs in Germany ^ 79. 
Ac PtT«amn$, 80. Changes his habic and (fylc in every place, ib. 
Apes Alexander the Great, 1ft. Viiirs the tomb of Achilles, ib. Goes 
to Auiioch, 8r. Treachery to the Armenians 9 ib. Maflacre at 

Alexandria, 
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Alexandria, ib. Treacherous cruelty to the Partitions, 8fc. Takes 
the title of Parthicus, 83. Confpired againft, 84. Stabbed to 
death, ib. Funeral obfequies by his murderers, 87. Deified, 89. 
Caratifms fuccefs and revolt in Britain, 238. Takes it, and reigns 
in it, 239 , Murdered, 244. 

Carinus created Cafar, 230. His character, ib. Marches againft 

Diockfian, 235. Killed, ib. 
Carnuntum, weere fituate, 542. 
Carofa, the daughter of Valcns, 585. 
Carafe, Thermes, ztCtnt/laniinople, 554. 

Carpi ravage Mocfta, 145. Defeated, 157. By Dm ins, 163- 

Tranfplanted into Pannonia, 245. 
Carpodacec defeated by Iheodoftus, 6c6. 
Car r ha retaken by the Perfians, 149. 
Carthage burnt by Maxentius, 304. 

Carta proclaimed emperor, 229. His rife and clnratfer, ? p. Sec- 
cefs againft the Sanitations, ib. A gain ft the Pn'fnms, 231. 1 1 is 
death an 'J obfequies, ib. & fcq. 
Cajlor put to death by Cawcelfa 9 72. 
Cauna baud killed by /V-j - 7 n , 2 r 2 . 
Cecrops, biihop, killed by an car.117: -k?. |27. 
CV.*r [\rian. 9 $ bloody ( rrji's a~ ir ! toe / ' y - 7 vs 1 75. 



Ce!fus, Cornel. deci/i.'Je. ;:-..r »r, 180. i." d-.-aib, 16. S: ,: fj. 
Cm for, the office of, rc;'",.-.l s y L)cc' ! :':, i'h. Li na: 

Cenjorinus 9 * wriiino-! a:; ■ cl: 'roller, 173? 
Cciium cstiuxna* a t'lw::.'; 1 ■ : 1 * I 'in?, bi: 
CWA ' j . a fe n a l u r , »:u t i o a t ! : ■> \ ? 1 . 

CbaLvd::i taken by the 172 D.vroy f :d by them, 184 

Tak.n bv /. . r ;;v*. , V: , »- ) ;. r'.:: .*::.Ld by I'alcK?^ 55;. 

the court of . •• 4C7. 

'JiiunrrjLni y'.-:V.v;:, 426. Invaded by Eu?ei:ius> 

Charicto, nhaher kiile l by 5 ?g- 

Charms and niher v;i::':. ;■!.•:» .vcrJy puniihetl, 5655 Sc feq. 

Cherufci defease;! b«: C:; : ;t<irti-:t; 301* 

Children, poor, i.--\v prt.viJjd lor by Cor/Iani:/:e t 330. 

C'iiVtf, £. /W/. nhitfivJ of Ca>f-Ci : h, doomed to death L;* hi;:!, 75. 

Refcued by li:e pjopic, a.'.d iVv-v. 1 , 7 j. 

an J t.:!: ;.n, /jr.;. 
C ! <riji! unity f.r i^Ki i:n cr /'.!''//•, 15^, 15'). 

6 'nhihns^ U'hv favoured by si.wu: Lr, ivy. Cricvcufly butchered 

<:/■'">;, 25> JJy .'v, 3m. C ;/ a c-hJ:i in ti.-irj"i- 

\c ;\ 310/ 3" r - Forbid to tur.i J*v: ? m J../.3. 'Ji'-at /-y at 7'- 

i/^w's iicuh, A^i. Eacour;/- ?d by : /ci>ic:.: } 

ll ^ C.:njd:.ffjus 
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Chryfanthus refufes Julian's invitation, 470. Made pontiff of Lydia $ 
ib. His writings and chara&er, 498, fub not. 

Chryfargyrum, what, 358. Falfly attributed to Conjlantine, ib. 

Ghryjoflom's narrow eicape, 566. Excellent homilies to the Anti- 
ocbians, 630. Dreadful account of their trials and punifhments, 
633. Intercedes for them, ib* His Angular piety to the prifoners, 
635. Joyful fpecch at their being pardoned, 637. 

Churches, when fir ft made fan&uaries, 657. 

Chymical boolcs in Egypt, burnt by Dioclejian, 248. 

Cilicia abandoned tn Severus, 47. Ravaged by Sapor, 177. 

Ck"c crowns, on whom beftowed, 172. 

Crzycum taken by Proapius, 553. 

Claudius PompcLmus plots again ft Commodus, 5. Refufes the empire 
from Pert max 9 21. From Julianu s, 40. 

— the emocror's cautious letter to Rcgillianus, 175. Funeral 

obfequies of GalUnus, 194. Proclaimed emperor, li. His extract, 
rife, fsV, 195. Defeats Aureolus, ib. Funeral honours to him, 
/£. Succefs againft the Germans, 196. Againft the Goths, ib. 
&c feq. His two letters on his fignal victory, ib. & feq. Death 
and chara<frer, 197. Funeral honours, 198. 

Cleander fucceeds Peren:iis as prime minifter,' 8. His wicked admi- 
niftration, 9. Univerfally hated, 1 1, Put to death with his family, 12. 

Clearcbus's rife and character. 620. 

Clemens 9 s letter to Valentinian, 535. 

Clergy, thei- im nunirics under Con/tontine, 3175 323. Under Cfl/r- 
Jiantias, 37';, 378, 423. Renewed by Jovian, 506. Curtailed 
by Valentiniu 532. Inlarged by G rati an, 579. 

C;fAf, taken by Cams, 231. Defcribed, 

Ccelus, the fuppofed father of Helena, 282. 

Ccenopbrurium, Aurclian's ftately tomb at, 212- 

Coirrers of falfc money fevercly punifhed, 211. 

Ctlogn taken by the Franks, 411. Reftored by Julian, 414. 

C; dome ft i co rum at Rome, what, 169. 

C?.to* appears under Tbeodoftus, 644. 

C".:n : tc, their office, 362. By whom founded, /£. 

<?;//: nodiana colov.ia, Rome whence fo named, 15. 

Ccwnodiamis's writings and character, 370, not. 

Co'ii'Uod.ts L. /crus, his legitimacy much queftioned. r. His charac- 

tci and bloo'-y reign, #A. & feq. Herculean exploits, 2. 

Avn • ce and rapine, 3. Stay in Pannonia, ib. Makes peace with 

the Mavconanns, Z$c. 4. Triumph at Rome, ib. Takes the name 

of Pius at::i Rrhannicus, ib. Ef capes being murdered, 5. bloody 

p!Y>fc-ci»rit'ns, 6, & icq. Retires to Laurent 'uw, 10. Affaulted in 

the SguinJlizn palace, 12. New butcheries, ib. & feq. Ridicu- 

lniii v crnvagancics, 14. Changes the names of the month?, 15. 

Conlpircd againfr, 16. Strangled, 17. Hisbuiial, &c. ib, Good 

deeds 
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deeds recorded of him, ib. His riches and catamites fold bv Per- 
tinax, 25. Letter to Albums in Britain^ 33, (K). Deifred by 
Stverus, 5 5 . 

Cniva, invades the Roman territories, 163. Succefs againft them, ib. 
Concubines forbid by GoiiJlunUn?, 333. 
Canon Meriodoc comes into Britain^ 614. 

Canjlantia, the daughter of Conjiantius, 276. Married to Licinius, 
ib. & 322. 

the daughter of Conjlanttne, born, 292. When convert- 
ed, 310. 

daughter of GonJlantiui> born, 445. Narrow efcape^o. 

Conjlantia/tus's rife and death, 522. 

Canjlantina, the widow of Anniballianus, 292,351. Married to Cal- 
lus, 386. Her pride and cruelty animates him, 398, 402. Dies 
in he i- way to Italy % 404. 

city of, convened, 350. 
Co-ylantine, the family of, 195, 276. 

the emperor born, 276. Speech on Diorfcjian's reflation, 

256. Intercedes for the chriftians, 258. Cenfure of Porphyry, 
271. not. When end where born, 276, & feq. His excellent cha- 
racter, 282. not. W:,/ depofed by Valerius, 285* In great danger 
of him, ib. His cxi.aordinary vaLur, 286. Over-reaches him, 
ib. Joins his father in Gaul, ib. Proclaimed emperor, 288- 
Sevcnty againft the Pranks, 290. Bridge over the Rhine, ib. 
Allies with Ms:;t:r:an, 292, His progeny by Fxujla, ib. Ac- 
knowledged bv Guirrits, 296. Betrayed by Maximian, 297. 

Clemency to irm, Puts him to death, 299. Stratagem 

againft the Akv::»vu, 301. Sur named Maxhnus for it, ib. 
Marches agai.xlt Mtxe^'im, 306. His miraculous converilon, 
307. Cyphers and cjofe, 30'';. " i:.£ructcd in the chrifi : 
310. tiis coii 1 .. vrv imp. Jied /£. Croiics the Atysa_ 
entius,iil. fcuccef* againft him, 312. Marches to £*v;*, 313. 
His fuvjulardrearo, / >. ~ Signal victory, 3 r |. Reception at £ww, 
ib. Mildne's to the /IL'wiians, 315. JvJict againft informers, 
I., fav.-ir of i: Senate, 316." His arch and other triumphal 
honoms, ib. CnrilTu.ii piety, ib. & fcq. Scops theperfecution, 317. 
Donative to the church, ib. & Jrq. Cycle called indication, 319. 
Succefs againft the Franks 322. Takes the title of Francicus, 323. 
Refcrip: fn favour of the cLrgy, //>. & frq. Againft fchifmaticb, 
324. Falls out with Licinius, 328. Defeats him, 329. K'Ltkes 
peace with him 330. U.$ laws in Grwc, ib. Sz feq. ic <///'/•/. De- 
feats the SarmtitMus, y/iu Signal victory over Licinixs* 3 :5. 
PurfuCH him into •///>/, 3^6. Grants him a new peace, 337. ]->*-• 
(c.iiy and puts him to death, 338. Edi& in favour of the chrifti- 
ans 239. Againft idolatry, 340. Shuts up the heathen temples, 
ib. Hani Ihea fume heretic, 341. luUiShs at W<:vuriia, ib. & f.-q. 



ainft Jfc/rf 



Infultcd 
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InfuIteJ at Rome, 342. Severity to Crifpus, ib. And others, 

343. Fatal to his whole family, ib. Bridge over the Danube, 

344. Succefs againft the Goths, 345. Favours the Avians, ib. 
LargefTcs to Conftantimple, 346. Defeats the Goths, 348, And 
Sarmatians, ib. Generofity to Antioch and other cities, ib. Em- 
baffles from all thecaft, ib* 8c feq. Tranflation of the holy fcrip- 
tures, 350. Partiality to the Arians, ib. & feq. Divifion of the 
empire, 351. Wars againft the Perjians, 352, & feq. Laft fiefc- 
ne ^ s » 353- By whom baptized, ib. Death, 354. Laft will put 
into bad hands, ib. Funeral pomp, 355. Stately maufoleum, ib. 
And high encomiums, 356. Character vindicated, 357. Whol- 
fome regulations, 359. Writings, 364, fub not. Final end of his 
family, 371. 

Conjfantinell. his fon, born, 292. Created Cafar, 331. His fliare 
of the empire, 351. Proclaimed emperor, 364 & feq. Takes the 
title of Augujlus, 369. Invades Conjlans, 373. Defeated and kil- 
led, lb. His character, ib. 

Confantimplc, when begun, 345. Dedicated, 347. Why built by 
Con/laniine, 345. How adorned, 346. Confecrated, 347. Go- 
verned, ib. &c 429. Beautified by Conftantius, 448. By Juli- 
an, 472. 

Con/tans, the fon of Conftantbie, born, 29?-. Created Cafar 339, 
348. His fliare of the empire, 352. Proclaimed, 365. Takes 
the title of Augujlus, 368. Defeats and kills his brother Conftan- 
tine, 373, Marches againft the Franks, 374. And Scots, ib. 
Zeai lor the orthodox, 376. Murdered, 380. His character, 381. 
Vindicated, ib. 

Cor.ftantius Cblcrus chofen Cafar by Maximian, 241. Adopted by 
him, ib. Kis fliare of the empire, ib. Succefs in Gaul, 243, & 
icq. Buildings and works there, 244. Sails into Britain, 246. 
Up the Thames, ib. Succefs againft the Aiemanni, 252. Decla- 
red emperor, 257. His extract, 272. Rife and character, 273. 
Generous way of railing money 274- Protects the christians, 
275. Turns away the apoftates, ib. His fharc of the empire, 285. 
Succefs againft the Britons, 287. His death and obfequies, ib. 
Was the fir ft v/cr.rcr of a diadem, 357. 

■ " the fon of Coiiflantine, 292, 332. His fhare of the empire, 

35;. Married to his uncle's daughter, 352. Made executor to 
hju father, 354. Performs his obfequies, 355. Proclaimed empe- 
ror, 365. And 4u?uj{'is, 369. Whether the murderer of his re ■ 
hitioju, 371. Wars with the Armenians, 372. Yields Conjhu.- 

foarc to Cohjfans, 373. Triumphs over the Pcrjiam, 37c 
?'*;.;ches again!; /iffiyut.tius, 384. Aitful fpecch to his army, 38 
S ice ;:'„virft him, 387. J " ; v V and clemency to the energy, 3}) 
Linens Av.v, 290. Ah*c\i*jn for Lit'jdia, 392, Succefs agaii : 

Msriuntii , 
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Magmntius, 394. Clemency to the revolted, 395- Contradicted 

by other authors, 396. Hates the orthodox, 397. Marches againft 
the Ahmanns, 399. Makes peace with the m, and enters Italy, 400. 
His defign againft Gallus frustrated, 401, h feq. Invites him into 
Italy, ib. Puts him to death, 405. His abominable pride, 406. 
Succefs againft the Germans, 408. Directions to Julian when made 
Cafar, 412. Succefs in Rbcctia, 474, & Icq. Grand entry and 
honours at Romr, 417, Marches into the north, 418. Takcs'the 
honour of Julian's victories, 422. Anfwer to Sapor's haughty 
letter, 424. Succefs pgainft the Sarmiiians, 425. Cruelty to the 
XJ.niraxtts, 429. Marches again ft Sapir, 434. Policy againft 
Julian, 435. Threatening mciTagc to him, 44c. Stirs up the 
Germans againft him, 443. Marries Faujlina, 445. His death, 



cellent cha- 



Julius, the brother of CanJlanUne^ 352. Created a patrician 
Murdered bv the icldien.. -;,70, 771. 
Cot.fulars, among the Romans, their oiiice, 361. 
CW.r reduced by Julian, 469. 

Cty/w deftroyed. 248. 

Gordus, ML Jun. character and writings, 154, fub not. 

Corinth burnt by the Heruli, 192 

Cornelia, Jul. Paula, married to 
racier, /A. 

Correftors, amonn; the Romans, their 'ulice, 361. 

Council of ifr/ri, 320. Of jVw, 341. Of'ijrf, 390. Of J^«- 
falem, ib. Of Sarrlica, 375. Second of ^r/;v, 397. Of Mi- 
lan, 407. Second of Gonjtantincpic, 605. 

Count, whence derived, 169. 

CGufin-germans forbid to intermarry, 622. That lav/ when put into 

the code, ib. 
Crajflts Sulp. put to death, 13. 
f?;vf> damaged by an earthquake, 548. 

Criminals condemned io the mines, 7.4. r, ?.i.2. R; leafed at the fcaft 
of Eajlcr, 603. Condemned to uoaih, refpilcJ for thirty days, 
606. 

Crifpina banifhed and murdered, 6. 

Crifpinus, Tuitius, made pr.vtor of the guard, 30. Sent to afiafcnate 
8 a vei ns, 40. Cue in pieces, /£, 

« noble deft nee of J-r.'icia, 1x2. 

Crifpus, the father u, C.\;u.\.'a, 195. 

* the fon of Cc::/fant:ni\ Lorn, Created Cc-Or, ?n« I Tu 

charade r, 332. Defeats the Franks, 333. And Lici.'ris at k * 
336. Faliiy accufed by Faufla, 342. Put to death, /'. 

Crocus, Mn-j of the Alt'fr.auvs, with Ccrj;c::ti:;s defeats the ; 

(ben by Co'[}\viiii:c^ 307. Ifceomes die llo;jia:i il i/.dari. 
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Stamped on the fhields *nrl helmets, 313. Set up in the Sejffhrian 
ci urcij, 318. The i* c :j J/f; among the Egyptians* 647. 

Crucifix tan « 1 r bi 1 : by Corjan tine , 3 3 o . 

Ctcftpbon tuken y Severus* 56. Its <reaJful fate, doiely be- 

flexed oy Odenitus* 1S0. By Car us* 231. 
Culctanus put to cx-jtb, 32 . 
Curiofi rr c.;:iri, w : io, 469. Reduced, ; .f'. 

Cybele* tl>- ltatue o\ carried to ne temple of E sagabalus^ 09. 
Cylax made governor of Armenia * 561. Petr-ys the Pafians* ib. 
Cynegius fent to prcci: a ':n Maxinv, 618. Ordered to ' ppf's idolatry, 

62 t. His dcaih and cbaracler, ^22. 
CW* i/'iio:.'pher's fpcech toCommodus* 7. Burnt alive f.ir it, *£. 
Cyriades's rhura&er, 172. A flumes the purple in the caft, /A. 
Cyrifl'iS S^c. '■ e * bis writings and chancier, 265, not. 
Cyzicus plundvied by the Heruli* J92. Taken by Procopius, 550. 




J^yJcia feized by the Goths, 189. 

itow, by whom founded, 211- 
Dacians defeated by Deems* 163. Ravaged by the £>uadi , /i. 4c 

Dadajiana* where fituate 509. 

Dagalaiphus promotes Valentinian's election 510. Noble anfwer to 
him, 514. Succefs againft the Germans* 518. Chofen conful, i£. 
Treache ry in Germany* 519. 

Daia* or Daza* Vide Maximian* 257 • 

Dalmatia deftroyed by the Quad's* 519. 

Dal ma tins the fon of Conjiantius* 276. His death, /£. 

his fon born, 276. Created 0>r, 352. Murdered by the 
foldiers, 370. 
Daphne's temple at itowr burnt, 474. 

a fuburb at Antioch* oppreffed by Proculus, 620. 
Datianm* a promoter of Valentinian* 510. 

Decentius created C*far* 382. His birth and character, /i. Chofen 
conful, 390. Rcpulfed before Treves* 391. Hangs himfelf 395. 

■ ■ fent to bring part of Julian 9 * forces, 435. His fatal im- 

prudence, 436. 

Decimus fuccecds Ulpianus 105. 

Decius Tri. fuccecds the brave Cajlinus* 92. Put to death by Helto- 

gabalus 9 98. _ , 
the emperor, fent governor of Mafia* 159. forced to ac- 
cept the empire, ib. Kills Philip* ib. Proclaimed and acknow- 
ledged, i6i« Grievous perfecution of the chriftians, 162. Suc- 
cete againft the Goths* 163, 164. Betrayed by G alius* 165. His 
death and character, ibid. 

hii 
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his fon defeats the Goths, 161, 163. Cut off by them, 163 
When called Auguftus, ib. His bravery and death, 165. 
Delphi d: us' s writings and character, 450, fubnot. 
Demetrius Cytbras tortured for idolatry, 430. 
Demophilus chofen bifliop of Conftantinople, SS9' 

— ■ an Arian bifhop depofed, 603. 

Demojihenes defeated by Sapor, 177. 

Defiderius created Cafar by his brother, 382. Murdered by him, 394. 

Said to have fu m it ted to Conftantius, 395. 
Deufona y the treacherous fight of, 529. 
Dex:ppus's victory over the Heruli, 192. 
" writings and character, 218, fub not. 

Diadem firft worn by Aurelian, 213. 

Diadumenus, the fon of Macrinus, 83, 87- Created Cafar, 88. 
Sur named Antoninus, ib. Mild chara&e r, 90, & feq. Suppofed 
letter to his father, 9c, & (P). Made partner of the empire, 94. 
His flight and death, 95. 

Diana's temple at Ephejus plundered by the Scythians, 184. 
Dioceefarea burnt by G alius, 392. 
Dioeefe, what, 573. 

Dioclea, the mother of Dinclrjtan, 233. 
Diodes put to death by Falentinian, 525. 
Dioclefian cera, what, 235. 

Dioclejian proclaimed, 232. His rife and character, 233. Runs Aper 
through, 235. Succefs againtf. Carinus, ib. In Gaul, 236, &c. 
Againft the Perfians, 237. In Germany, 239. A?ainft the Ser- 
matians, ib. Interview wit!i Maximian, 240. Fatal divifton of 
the empire, 241, & feq. Goes into 1 brace, 245. Crurl fuccefs 
in Egypt, 248. Alliance with the Nubians, '/>. Contempt of Ga- 
' lerius, 249- Catties on the Perjian frontiers, 251. Brings a fa- 
mine by his avarice, 252. Perfecutes the chnflrians, 253. Lives 
in terrors from that time, 254. Cruelty to Antiicb, Seltucia, Sic. 
255. Triumphs with his three collcgues, ib. His tedious ilJnefs, 
ibid. & feq. Refigns to Galcrius, 256. Speech to the people upon 
it, 257. Retired life, //;. Palace at Spalato, ib. Death and cha- 
ra£tei, 258, 322. Baths and other public buildings, 259, 260. 
Cruelty and vanity, ib. & feq. His hiftory, whence imperfeci, 261. 
The fir ft wearer of pearls, 357. 

Diodorus bifliop of TarJ'us, his confutation of Porphyry, 269, not. 

■ ■ - put to death by Valentinian, 525- 

Diogenes Laertius** writings and character, 69, not. 

— — governor of Bithynia, put to-U <ih, 564. 

Dion Cajjins mad? governor of Smyrna, 90, 91. Corifulfhip and ho* 
nours under A'z'x. Severus, 106. Retirement, 107. Account of 

the Roman legions at that tune, lb. His other writings, 124, not. 
Vol. XV. 4 S . Chryfofio n% 
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Chryfojiom's writings and character, 124, Hot. 



Disnjtus, king of Cornwall, Supplies Cto** with women, 614. The 
ilovy confuted, 615. 

Papyrius brings on a famine in Rome, II. 
■ the ririr, created count, 362. 

Dicjpoiis burnt by Callus, 392. 

DomiliarJ, prefect of the catt, fucceeds ThalaJJus, 40 1. His ill con- 
duct towanJs Pallas, ib. MiferahJe end, 402- 

Dctjiijis fuppre/Ted by Conftantine, 324. By the council of Aries, 
32S'. In Africa, 376. Court tiic revolted firmus, 535. Sup- 
pj'c /Ted by G ration, 573, 592. 

DoojZus's vvnrings and character, 450, & feq. not. 

Dory\:horir,nus put to death for extortion, 5 70. 

frrepuniusy Pacatus's panegyric on Iheodojius, 643. 

Drspanum, whence called Helenopolis, 344. 

Druid woman's threatening fpeech to Alexander, 115. 

ptoniifes the empire to Diodes, 234. Fulfilled, 235. 

Duces, their office, 362. 

Duras, overturned by an earthquake, 375. 

Dynamenes's treachery to Sylvanus, 408. To Malari \ ;us, 409. . 

E. 

V<* sJrthquake, under Gallienus, 183. A dreadful one under Conftans, 
374. Another in Pontns and Campania, 375. Deftroys 150 

citie.-, 426*427. Difmal one under Julian, 474. Under Salens, 

5 ;8. Under the fame, 557. Under Theodojtus, 664. 
E.yttr, the time of, fettled by Gratian, 607. Criminals releafed on 

that fettival, 62.9. 
EccUfiajlics, their immunities. Set Clergy, 31 7, & feq. 
EcUdlus, high chamberlain to Commodus, 6- Doomed to death by 

him, 16. Confpires againfi him, ib. Dies in defence of Perti- 

■ 

Kiix, 27. 

Edtjj'u, made a Roman colony, 81. Sells dear her paffage to Sapor, 

179. F01 given by Corftantius, 449. 
Egg ins Acferul/us's confulihip, 7. 
Eiei4gubnlus. Vide Helicgabalus, 93, & feq. 

— the temple of, 99. 

Eltafvw, the pontiff of, his magic practices with Julian, 464. 
Eili'bicbus fen: to try the Antiucbians, 631. His feverity to them, 

632. Softened by feme good chriftians, 634. 
Elpiatus prefer ves Synimachus** writings, 668, fubnot. 
£7\.y : /, me cathedral of, built by Conjlantins, 449. 
E,;ii)\ins kill young Quietus, 184. Put to the fword, 185. Sur- 
render, to Aurelian, 203. 
EawatiteSy A'L*nich+rs, whence fo called, 607. 

his great fway with C*raca!la % 77. 



ttpagathuS) a flave, 



Ephorus*% 
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Eph$rus*% writings and character, 194, (Y). 

Equifco taken pnfoner by the Goths, 581. Efcapcs, and is (lain, 582. 

Equitius, why fet afide from the empire, 510. Extortions in ///>;/- 
cum, 518. Moderation to the ghtadiy 531. Purfued bv them, 
54.0. 

Ermenru invaded by the Hunns, 573. Kills himfelf, ib. 
Erucius, C. Ju. acknowledges Pertinax emperor, 21. 
Et ufcilla, Hcrenn. the wife of Decius, 161. 

daughter, married to G alius , 166. 

Etrujcus the foil of Decius, 161. His death, 165. 

Evagrius's vain apology for Conji antinc , 343. Chofen bifliop of Con- 

fantiuople, 559. 

Evaftus burnt alive, 538. 

Euc$/pi<s 9 $ writings and character, 122, ( QJ. 

Eudoxius, bifliop, fwcars Vulens to Arianifm, 555. HisNlcath, 559. 
Eugentus proclaimed emperor, 254- Killed at j/ntiech 9 255. 

an eunuch, fides with Procopius, 549. 

created emperor by Arbogajies, 654. Proud crnbafly to 

Tbcodofius, 656. Succefs againft the Franks, 658. Reilores pa- 

ganifm, 659. Defeated, 65i,pafl1 Put to death, ib. 

father of Themi/lius, his writings and character, 670, fu!> not. 

Eujner/tus'* flattery to Conjlantius, 247. Panegyric on Conjtanthie, 

298- Writings and character, 363, (F). 

Ennapius's wiitingsand character, 364, not. 493, not. & 672, not. 
Eunomia, a great oratr^fs, 364, not. 

Eunomians fupprefTed by C rattan, 592. By Theodofius, 605. 
Eunuchs, the number of, regulated by Aaretian,iio* Piivilcgcs grant- 
ed to by Conjl a 1 tin s, 3 g c • 
Evodius put to denth hy Cc.r icalla, 72. 

Eufebia married to Ccn/lur.tius, 3,-2. Her ch a racier, ib. Fricndfliip 
to Julian and the Anans, ib. Unnatural jealoufy againfl tjeunrt, 
393. Barrennefs auJ dsath, ib. & 394. journey to Rome* 416, 

4*7/ 

Eufebius of Nicomedij, bammed, 341. Recalled, 345. Impofcs on 
Conftantine, 350. His hypocnly, 353. Educates young "Julian, 

45 s - 

bifliop of Cafarea, his charterer of Ccn/ia:.iiu<, 274. Ac- 
count of Con/I an tine's conversion vindicated, 3C9, & fcq. Speech 
on the lioiy VepuLchre, 350. Book on caller, ib. Character of 
Conjiantine, 359. Character and writings 363, (Fj. 



■ Con/tantiu/s hijih chamberlain, quells a femtion in Grvl, 400. 
Works Gulius's fall, 405. The cruel judt&c of r.ll Ms fried*, 4^6. 
Treachery to Urjictnus, 430, & fcq. Deputation to Ju!ian 9 4C6. 
Put to death, 468. 

prol'r (Tor of eloquence, fuccccds Prvcrrfis, 40 J, nor. 
brother-in-law to ConJ/antins, fined and bammed, 564. 

4 S 2 Ett/iaibiui 
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Eujlathius baniJbed by Conjiantinty 351. 

EuthaliteS) who, and where fited, 619. Befiege Edeffa 9 it* 
Euthcrius fent to dear Julian^ 416. 
Eutrcpia y the wife of Maximian^ 236. 

• daughter of Conjiantius, 276. Whether a chriftian, 310. 

- the fifter ot Canftantine tht Great , 383. Murdered, ib. 

Eutropius's writings and character, 586, not. 

fent confult the hermit John, 656. 
Eutycbianus, a buffoon, made conful, 100. 
Euxo'tusj an Arian bifhop, baptizes Conjlantius^ 446. 

F. 

XfAbia Oreftilla married to Gordianus, 137. 

Fabian martyred at Rome* 162. 
Fabilius*s writings and character, 155, not. 
Fadilla betrothed to Maximinus Cajar, 1 29. 

L. *Junia, married to Fabiiius, j 55, not. 
Fa/co 9 Sos. acknowledges Pertinax emperor, 21- Brave fpeech 
to him ib. Propofed to the empire, 25. Forgiven, and retires, 

26- 

Farnobius** petition to fettle in the Roman territories rejected, 575, 

& feq. Defeats feme of their legions, 579. 
Faujltiy the wife of Conftantine, born, 236. Married to him, 292. 

Iiiue by him, ib. Fidelity to him, 299* Delivered of a fon, 331. 

Treachery to Crifpus y 342. Death, 343. 
Fau/iina Annia put to death by Comma dus 13. 

Annia married to Heliog aba ltts 9 96. Divorced to make room 

for Aau'M** tne veftal, ib. 
^ widow of Conjtantius, comes to join Procopius, 551. 

Faujivius executed for a jeft, 544. 

Felieijpmus's revolt and death, 210, 21 1. 

Felix, a faithlefs minifter of young Gordian, 149, (V). 

Fejius, Pomp, his writings and character, 451, not. Made procon- 

ful of AJia* 565. His cruelties there, 566. 
Ft Hi An gujh rum, among t he Romans , what , 296. 
Firmicus, Julius's writings and character, 454, not. 
Firmilianui put to death, 327. 

Firmius revolts in Egypt, 206. Taken and executed, ib. 

Firmus firs up a revolt in Morea, 534, & feq. Sham fubmiflion, 
535* Pardoned by Tbeodofius, 536. Revolts a frefb, 537. Sud- 
den flMhr, 538. Betrayed bv Igmaxen, ib. Strangles hiinfelf, /'//. 

Flaccilluy the wife of Tbcodcftits, her extract and character, 595. 

Death, &c. 627. 

Flavia Titiana\ character, 22. The title of Augujla* offered her by 
the fenate, rejected by Perthwx, ib. 

Flcvianns, bifliop, fcnt to intercede for the AntiocbianSy 635. Ex- 
cellent fpeech tu Thiodofmsi ib. Succeeds in his fuit, 636. 

■ guard* 
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•guards the Alps againft Thcedojius* 659. Killed, ibid* 
JFlor cuius* a fworn enemy to Julian* 435, 465- Runs away from 
him, 439. Coniulmip and flight, 444. Narrow efcapc from 

death, 468. 

another by Julian, 469. 

betrays Procopius to Valem* 552. Put to death for it, it. 
Florianus* the brother of Tacitus* 223. R-jc&ed frorri the conful- 

fbip, ib. Afiumes the purple, 221. Murdered, 222. 
Florus the fon of Evajius* burnt alive, 538. 
Follis* the tax of, saiily imputed to Co njt an tine* 358. 
Fortu>atianus y Curt, his writings and character, 154, fub not. 
Francici* the fcftival of, whence, 290. 

Franks* who, 170, 171. Defeated by Aurelian* 171, & feq- Bar 
vagc Italy 174 Invade Spain* 189. Go into Afric* ib. Tranf- 
planted by Conjlantine* 24).. Defeated by him, 290. Over-reached 
and cut to pieces by him, 322. By Crtfpus 333. Submit to Con- 
Jians* 374- Defeated by Julian 9 426- By Theadofius* 524. 
Defeat Maximus* 639. 
Fraomarius made king of the Bucinolantes* 532. 
Friday ordered to be kept, 334. 

Good* criminals reieafed on, 624. 
Frigerid defeats the Goths, 579. 
Frigidum* river, where, 659. The battle of, ib. 

Fritigcrn leads the Goths into Thrace* 575. Falls foul on the Ro- 
mans* 577. Defeated by SebaJIian* 580. Amufes VaUns* 581. 
Frumcnt rii* their office, 259. Supprcfll-J, tf. 



Fulhfaudes killed in Britain* 524- 
fj<W«i Celfus's fuccefs in Mauritania* 



106. 

G. 

QAbinius trcacheroufly murdered, 540, 
Gaiobamarus murdered by Caracal/a* 79. 

Gainas* a &W//& general, 659. 
Gaionati taken by Thcodofius* 537. 

Gtf//*» * nc muri,crer ot Conftam* 380. 
Galen* an account of him, 69, fub not. 

his fun's writings and character, r&. 
Galena* the daughter of Diocicfian* a chnflian, 234.. 

married xoGalcrius* 541. Banifheil, 25**. 
Caiertus* Maxim, created O/tfr by Diocicfian* 241. Adopted hv. 
him, ih His (hare of the empire, ib. Mean extract, 242. Wo ' 



in Pannonia* 243. Defeated by Narfes* 249.' Retriever, his In... 
Hour, 250. B-uaviour to the Pcifians* ib. .Sufpe&ed by />/V: 

25 r. Ex.dperates him a-ainli the chriflians, 254. Font.*, 
him and Mtiximian torciign, 25'). Declaied emperor, 257. "1 
ramiiz?* over DioeUJian* 2S4. Shares thee 
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empire with Con/tart : > \« , 

25- 
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285. Hatred to Conftantine, ib. Treachery to him, 286. Re- 
pulfed from Rome, 293. Dreadful ficknefs, 300. Edict in favour 
of the chrtftians, 301. Death, 302. 
Galla married to Jul. Conftant. 352. 

the daughter of Valentinian married to ^Tbeodojius, 628. 
Placidia born, 628. Dies in child-bed, 653. 
Gallicanus*s rafhnefc, and the fatal confequences of it, 141. 
Gallienus created C<efar, 169. His father's collegue, 170. Succefs in 
Germany, 171. Againft the Alemanni, £sV. ib. Treachery to his 
father, 173. Succefs againft Ingenuus, 174. Cruelty to the Mceft- 
ans, 175. Commits the eaftern forces to Odenatus, 179, 180. 
Compounds with Aureolas, 183. Marches againft Poftbumius, 185. 
Cruelty to the Byzantines, 186. Mock triumphal Rome, ib. Gra- 
titude to Udenatusy 187. Marches into Gaul, ib. Defeats the 
Heruli, 192. Marches againft Aureolus, ib. His death, 193. His 
relations put to death, ib. His abhorred character, ibid. Deified, 

Gal. us, the Reman general, his fuccefs againft the Goths, 163. 
Treachery to Dcclus, 165. Proclaimed emperor, 166. His ex- 
tract a-) J rife, ib. Shameful peace with the Goths, ib. Perfecutes 
tlje ch ill inns, ib. Revels in Rome, 167. Killed by his men, ib. 
- C&fc.r, the fun of Jul. Conftant i us, 276. 

the fori of )oung Conftantius, born, 352. How faved from 
the mafLcre, 371. Created Ctc[ar, 386. Succefs againft the Per- 
ftans, ib. Conlulfhip at Conftaniinople, 390- Succefs againft the 
revoked Jews, 392. Defeats the lj'aurians, 398. His fufpicious 
and cruel temper, ib. & fcq. Raifes a revolt at Antioch, 401. 
Cruelty 10 Mentius and others, 402. SliJy invited by Conftantius, 
403. Arretted in his way to him, 405. Put to death, ib. Zeal 
for chriflianity, 459, Iz feq. 
Gannyi, a faovuritc or' Heliogabalus, murdered by him, 98. 
Gatba, 1 flu ml, were fitcd, 166. 
Gargilius Afartialis*s writings and character, 123. 
Gaudenlius condemned to death by Julian, 473. 
Gaudianus, a vile miniftcr of Gordian, difcarded, 149* fU). 
Gaul declares for Se~jerus % 39. Reduced by Aurelian, 207, 2ir. 
The difrridt of, with its provinces, 360. Ruined by the Franks^ 
3S6. I J am fled by the German s, 517. 
Ganlijh legions mutiny againft Alexander, 116. 
Gaza, the temple of, by whom deftroyed, 62 2. 
(refwic's fuccefs againft the Sarmatians, 349. 
GcUius** trcifm pardoned, 91. 

Genialn. /'Yv*'. made pisetor of the guards, 30. Shuts himfelf up 

with Julianas, 4 r . 
(ZeHHdditts's wr and rharaiflcr, 449, (G)» 

Gcorg'tMS) 
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Georg T us? the Arian? fucceeds Athanafms? 415. 

Gepid<* revolt againft Probus? 225. The feme with the Lon.lards and 

Franks? S97' 
Germa destroyed by ;in earthquake, 557. 

Germans war agaim'r Alexaxdr? 115. Againft VaLr'ar? 171. A- 
gainft A^relian? 199. A^ainuW r? 223. Ag-iufl 60 Jimtiu: % 
407. Julian? 420. Palestinian* 518. 

women tiieir bravery, 79. 

Germanicopolis?? the capital of Ifuuria? 556. When made an epifco- 

pal fee, 557. 
Germany ravaged by Afaxitnin? 1 30. 
Gerontius cruelly ufed by Co^Jlantius? 396- 
Gefforiacum taken by Conftantius? 243. 
Gifrf Sever us, the father or" Alexand. Sever. 37. 

the Ton of Sever us by Julia? 38 Declared Go* far? 56. Chofcrt 
tribune, 63. Takes the name or* Briiannicus, 64. Succeeds with 
his brother to the empire, 69. His fvveet character, 71. Hated by 
Caracalla? 72. Murdered uy him, 73. Declaied a traitor, 74. 
Deified, 6V. /£. 

brother of Sever us? dilcovers P la uti anus's ill conduit, 60 • 

Glabrio refufes the empire, 21. 
Gladiators? forbid by Conftantine? 341. 
Goudomadus makes peace with Conkar.tius? 415. 
Gordianusy Alexander's counfeliorj 103. Proclaimed emperor in 
frica? 132. Enters Carthage, ib. Letter to the fenatc /£. To the 
confuls 133. Acknowledged by them, & 134, (S). Defeated 
by Capeliantts, 136. Kills himfelf, //•. Hi-s extraction and cha- 
racter, ib. Poems and fuccefs in Africa? 137. 

his fun made his coileguc, 133* De;cared and killed, 136. 
Gordiunui's grand fan chofen Cafar by the populace, 140. Appcafcs 
a dangeions tumult in Rome, 142. Chofcn fule emperor, 147- 
His c iK! racier, ib. Abu fed by his minifters, ib. Magnificent games 
ib. Marriage with F. Sabina, T48. Dutiful anfwer to his father, 
149, (V). Succefs againlt Sapor? 150. In Syria? ib. Letter to 
the f. 1 me, ib. Purfues the Perjlan war, 151. Dcpofed by Phili' 9 
15?. Ami murdered, ib. Mis (lately tomb and epitaph, 153, 
;onful'» fpeech to the fenatc, 219. 



Gorgonitn bribes himfelf oil", 406. 
Gvt {, s mvade iiic Rt'tian tcrritoiies, 145. Rtfpulfed by Gordian? 150. 
New inroad.-., 163. Defeated by Decius? ib. * Victory over him, 
165. Sad defer a l by /lure Han? 172. Driven out of A fa? i'6o. 
Ravage it alie*h, 191. 300,000 of tl em killed and taken, 197. 
Make pa ice with Aureliau? 199. With Probus? 224. Defeat 1 lies 
Hurgundi? 2 10. Defeated by Co*Jlcntv\c? 334, 245- I061OCO 
deftro;. ed by him, 34S. Embra.e chriftianity, ib. Aflift Proc] 1- 
a-S) 55^, Defeated by VaUm % 554. Their apology to him dUal- 

lowei, 
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lowed, 555. Defeated, 558. Obtain a peace, ib. The articles of 
it, ib. Driven out by the Huns* 573. 200,000 fettle in Thrace* 
574. A number of them encamp ab^ut Adrianople* 576. Pro- 
voked to revolt, ib. Their fuccefs in it, ib. & feq. Plunder the 
fuburbs of ConJiantinopL* 579- Repulfed before Adrianople* 589. 
Cruelties in Thrace* &c. 590. Defhoyed in JJia* ib. Defeated by 
Theodcfius* 599. Make peace with Rome* 600. Break it, 602. 
Defeated by Tbcod \fius* 603, 605. Settled in Thrace* and Mcefta* 

607. 

Gracchian family converted to chriftianity, 643. 
Grata* the daughter of Valentinian* 523- Turns nun, 653. 
Gratian* the father of Valentinian* his rife and merit, 511. Retire- 
ment, ibid 

the fon horn, 511. Chofen conful, 518. Emperor, 522. 

Accompanies Valentinian into Gcr?nany* 526. His famous bridge, 
528* Left to overawe the Germans* 542. Confirms his brother's 
election, 570. Divides the empire with him, ih. Injuftice to 
Theodofim* 571- Remits his father's dues, 572. Some of hislaws, 
573. In favour of the clergy, 579. Goes to fuccour Valens* 587. 
Courage and fuccefs asainft the Germans* 588* Haftens to fave 
Confiantinople* 591. Recalls the orthodox, ib. Laws againft here- 
tics, 592. Divides the empire with Theodojius* 593. Goes into 
Gaul* 596. Into Illyricum* 600. Makes peace with the Goths* ib. 
Succcfb again ft the barbarians, 6c6. Some excellent laws of his, ih. 
& 608. Marches againft Alaximus* 610. Abandoned by his troops, 
ib. Put to death, ib. Interred at Mi/an, 6l2. His excellent cha- 
rade r, ih. Refufes the title of p on t if ex maximus* ib. 
the fon of Thcodojius* 595. 

Greece over- run by a grievous peliiience, 183. Ravaged by thcGoths* 

ib. Dattia£«d by an earthquake, 474. 
Greets v aft encomiums onCwJ/antinc* 356. 
Gregory's writings and character, 368, r«ot. 

Grsuthongi defeated by fa/ens* 558. Invaded by the Hunns* 573. 

Defeated by Theodofius* 627. 

Grotius 9 * account of tac Gcpia<c* 597. 
Grumbates ferves under Sapor* 431. 



H. 



f JEmus* mount, where fituatc, 163. 



H 

Hstrtobaudtts fuhmits to Julian* 428. 

Hebdomon* thechriftian emperors crowned at, 514. 

Helena* the mother of Conjlantine* divorced, 276. Her birth and ex- 
tract, 278. Really married to Court ant ins* 2S0. Whether a native 
of Britain* 282. ' Converted by her fon, 310- Finds the crofs of 
Chrift, 344. Her death and character, ib. 

the wife of Julian rendered abortive by Eufcbia* 393. Her 

death, 441. — — the 
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the daughter of Con/lantinc* 292. 
Helenopolis^ whence fo called, 344. 

Heliogabalus 9 * extract, 93, & feq. Declared emperor, ib. Bravery 
and fuccefs, 94. Acknowledged by the fenate, 96. His vile cha- 
racter, it. & feq. Horrid murders, 98. Journey into Bitbynia* ib. 
Appoints the worfhip of Eleagabalus 9 99. Whence furnamed Co- 
ma%on 9 100. Adopts young Alexianus > ib. Plots his death, ib* 
Murdered by the foldiers, ior. 

Helviusy the father of Pertinax* 23. 

Heraclea taken by Maximin* 325. 

Heraclius fent to recover Bithynia, 45. 

Hercules^ when that title ceafed to be affumed, 261. 

HerennianuSy the fon of Odenatus 9 190. His reign, 201. Death, 205. 

Herennius Modejiinus's writings and character, 123. 

Heretics fuppreffed by Gratian, 573, 596. By Tbcodo/ius 9 605,623, 
642, 648. 

Hermits leave their cells to intercede for the Antiochians 9 633* 
Hermocrates's character and writings, 70, not. 
Hermogenes 9 the fophift, his excellent character, cifV. 123. 

the Roman general, killed by Gennanus 9 527. 
Hermogenianus's writings and character, 368, not. 
Herodes the fon of Odenatus 9 179. Killed with his father, 190. 
Herodian*s writings and character, 1 53, (W). 
Heru/i, their vaft depredations in AJia 9 191. Defeated, 192. 
Hefperusy the fon of Aufonius 9 his promotion, &c, 617, not. 

Hierocles , Heliogabalus *s beaftly hufband, 97. Killed by the foldiers, 

xoi. 

Hilarius 9 bifhop, banifhed, 415. 
■ ■ ■ a magician, burnt, 565. 
Himeras's character and writings, 496. 
Holftein** account of Porphyry^ 268, & feq. not. 

Honoratus defeats Gallus's cruelty, 401. Made fiift prefect of Cm- 

ftantineplty 429. 
Ho nor i us, whether the father of ThsodoJius 99 594. 

the fon of TheodoJius 9 born, 6^4. CiK..en conful, 627- De- 
duce! .4ugujius 9 b$%. Sent for, and declared emperor of the welt, 
66j* 664. 

Hirw/itiis's fumptuous prefents to Aurtlian^ 206. Revolts againft 

Varrattes* 240. 

hapor\ brother, made ;re/.eral of Julians horfe, 476. Nar- 
row ci caps, 4^.2. MUe governor of Hcll'jpont^ 551 
Hortrtrius iues 'Julian for p'-'.ce, 47.6. 
Mo/Mia Severe:, the fuppofed wile ol GulLis, 166 

Hojiilianusy the fon of Des::ts 9 161. DecLucd Ccsfar by G alius 9 166- 
His death, 1 67 . 

HuniLi married to B*n*.fn< 9 227. Fivmircd by Proius. ib. 

Vol. XV. 4 T Hu**s 
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Hunm, their firft fally, 573. Ally with the Alans % ib. Invade the 

Goths, ib. 

Hydroparmjlatte a fet of Manichees Co called, 607. 
Hytnetius cried tor treafon, 533* Banifhed, ib, 
Hypatius fined and banifhed, 564. 
liyperecbius cowardly delivered up by his troops, 550. 

I* 

\Ambllcus refufes Ju i n'i invitation, 471. 

■» t leeof tiiui n^me, 367. Their writings, &c. it. 

ami** <'i2hop, faves Nifibis by his prayers, 378- 
anuarius, wny not chofen emperor, 510. 
January, whence called Jmazonius, 15. 

anus's temple opened by Gordian^ 1 50. 
Iboreui heads the Lombards into Germany, 597. 

Icarus* $ fevere proconfulfhip, 620. Cruelty to the poor, 

iccjium delivered up to Theado/ius 9 536. 

Idolatry foibid, 374, 415. By Theodojius, 620,647. 

Jerom St* his account of the Gothijh cruelties, £sV. 590. 

JtrufaUm, the great church of, built by Conjiantine, 344. 

y*ztv fubdued by Car ac alia % 59. Forbid to moleft chriftian convert*, 

330* New revolt and puni&mcnt, 391. Forbid to buy chriftian 

flaves, 623. 
Igillus taken prifoner by Probus y 224. 
Igmaztn betrays Firmus to the Romans, 538. 
/Ak/w deflroyed by the Scythians* 184* 

Illyricum* the diftridt of, with its provinces, 360. Sadly ravaged 
by the Quads', 539, & feq. By the Goths, 590. How divided, 

593- 

Incejiuous marriages, a law againft, 407. 

Indi&ion at £mz#, what, 319. When and by whom begun, 
& feq. 

Informers profecutcd by Macrinus, 88, 90. Whence called quadru- 
ple tores, ib. Encouraged by Maximin, 131- Difcou raged by Di- 
ecleftan, 259. By Cortjlantine, 315. Revived by Conjlantius, 396. 
Supprefled by Theodojius, 601. By Gratian % 608. 

htgenuus proclaimed emperor in Pannonia, 174. Defeated by Gallie- 
vns, ib, 

Inteleae, the province of, yielded to the Romans, 251* Where iitu* 
ate, ibid* 

John, a pious hermit, his anfwer to Hheodofius, 656. 
Jo topi anus* s revolt and death, 158. 
'Joviani, who, 5x2. 

Jevinus fent into Pannonia, 444. Declared emperor, 499. His ex- 
cellent character, 500. Zeal for chriftianity, ib. Di fail van tageou* 

peace with Psrfta vindicated, 501, 502. Faithfulncfs vindicated, 

5°3- 
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5©3# Rtpsfiet the Tigris* it. Edicts in favour of chriftt'anity, 
505, & feq. Of orthodoxy, 507. Death, 509. Whether natu- 
ral or violent, it. 

Cent into Pannonia* 444. Into Gaul* 508. Succefe and bra- 
very in Germany y 519. Piety, 521. Different from the conful 
of that name, it. Sent into Britain* 524. Againft the Alt- 
manns* 526. Vide & 517. 
Iphicles, the philofopher, informs againft Protus* 543. 
IJaflenftx protedt Firmus, 538. 

ljaurians revolt, 188. And bravery, it. t$c. Reduced by Prohus, 
224. By Gallus* 398. Stripped of their plunder and fubmk, 

IJilorus the fuppofed forger of Conflantine*% grant, 318- 
IJfus* the battle of, won by Sever us, 47. 
Italy ruined by Dioclejian* 242. 
Italy* the diftri£k of, its provinces, 360. 
~udges* Conftantine'% laws about them, 333. 
ulia* Sept. Severus's wife, her lewd character, 38. Studies philofo- 
phy, it. Prevents her fon's reconciliation, 72. Wounded at GV- 
ta's murder, 73. In favour with Caracal/a* 75, 83. Starves her- 
felf to death, '87. 

Mamea, the mother of Alexander* 100, 102. Suppofcd to 
have been a chriftian, it. Excellent education of her Ton, ibid. 
High fway and titles, 103. Murdered in Germany, 117. Deified by 
the fen ate, it. 

Julian the apoftate's judgment of Porphyry * 271, not. His birth, 
276. Partial cenfures on Conjlantine refuted, 352* 357. Saved by 

Eufebia* 46. Declared Cetfar* 412- Sent into Gaul* 413. His 
fuccefs there, it. & feq. Noble defence at Sens, 416. auccefs 
againft the barbarians, 419, 421. Againft the Franks, 422. die- 
manns* 428. Stripped of his beft forces, 435. Proclaimed empe- 
ror by them, 437. Accepts the empire after having ufed fame 
witcheries, it. & feq. Generofity to Conjlantius's friends, 438. 
How raifed to the empire, it. ic feq. Submiifive deputation to 
Conjiantius* 439. Succefs in Germany, 441. Impofcs on the chri- 
ftians, 442- Succefs againft the Alemanns, it. Swears his army to 
him, 443- Letters to Athens , (sfc. it. Marches againft Con/Ian* 
tius, 444- Seizes Illyricum, it. Funeral obfequies to Conflantius, 
446, 447. Extraft, education and character, 452, & feq. Abode 
in Ionia, 458. Singula** hypocrify, 459* Studies magic, 462. 
Abode at Athens, it. Csefarfliip and behaviour in Gaul, 463. 
Writings, 464, Frugality, it. Reduction of taxes, 46 5 . Turns 
apoftate, 466. Public entry at Conftantinople* 467. Severe prole- 
cutions, 468. Reforms the court, 469. WhicUi is computed of 
philofophers, magicians, iSc. 470. And women, 47 1- Mcanncfs 
to the lenatc, it. Journey to Antiocb* 47a. impartial juftice 

4 T 2 ' the*. 



jo* INDEX. 

there, 473. Horrid cruelties and witcheries, ib. Purfued by a fa- 
mine, 474. His idolatry, &c. lampooned by the Antiochiansj 475. 
"Writes his Mijopogon againft them, ib* Renews the Perftan war, 
476. Deluded by the oracles, ib. Sharply reproved for his apo- 
ftacy at Berca, 478. His hcllifh fupperftition at Carrha* 479. Ill 
treatment of Arjaces y 480. Enters Perfia^ 481. Succefs there, 
ib. & feq. Pa/Tes the Tigris^ 483. Betrayed by the Perjian guides, 
484. Burns his fleet and retreats, ib. In great diftrefs, 485. 
Surprifed by the Perjian army, ib. Wounded, 486. La ft fpcech, 
ib. Death, 487. Buried at Tar Jus ', ib. Removed to ConJlanti- 
nople, 488. His motley chara&er, ib. Sc feq- Hatred to the chri- 
ftians, 49 r. Vain attempt to rebuild the temple of Jerufalem y ib. 
Writings 492, (I). Laws againft the christians repealed, 505, 
& feq. 

a friend of Conjlantius, unjuftly condemned, 473- 



Julianus S a hi us his grand fon, put to death by Commodus 9 6. 

made captain of his guard, 12. Put to death, ib. 
Didius Stverus* a wealthy Ronton^ \ uys the empire of the 
foldiers, 28. His rife and pedigree, 29. Character, names, (£c. 
30. Acknowledged emperor by the fenate, 31. Curfed and pelted 
by the populace, ib. Oppofed by two powerful rivals, 39. Cru- 
elty and defpair, 40. Forfaken and profcribed, 41 . His death 
an J burial, ib. 

M. AureL proclaims himfelf emperor, 240. Stabs himfelf, 

2 43- 

RuJIicuSi a caft-off candidate for the empire, 521. 



Julius Didius , made proconful of Afric, 14. 
— ■ 1 Sclinus Polyhiflor^ his writings and character, 70, not. 
— — Titianus's writings, &c. ib. 

■ Marti ali s confpires againft Caracalla* 84, Stabs him, and 

killed, ib. 

governor of Afia 9 deftroys the Goths there, 590. 



"Junius Palmatus's fuccefs in Armenia , 106. 
Jupiter when that title ceafed, 261. 
Jujia, the i^usrhtcr of Valentinian y 523. Turns nun, 653. 
Jujlina's great fway over Valentin ian II. 619. Favours the Arians % 

ib. Perfect. us the orthodox, 626. Her death, 641. 
— the m i"' of Valentinian 1 5119522. Her iflue, 523. Goes 

with him into lilyicum^ 542. 
Jutbungi revolt, 225. Invade Rhatia, 424. 
'fuvenalis made captain of the guards, 42. 
x yuvencui*$ writings and character, 370, njt. 



Ab irt/nij or Conjl antine* s ftandard, how carried, 309 



JL J 



£t .nths made tutor to young Griffins* 33?.. 



Lid us 



I N D E X. 701 

Lestus confpires againft Commodus, 16. Raifes Pertinax to the throne, 
20. Excufed by him, 22. Raifes a revolt againft him, 25, & feq. 
Put to death by Julianas, 4c. 

■ general to Sever us * reduces Mejopotainia, 50. Treachery 
to that monarch, 53. Death, ib. & 57. 

the wretch who advifed the murder of Geta 9 76. Put to 

death, 

Lampridiui 1 * writings nnd character, 262, nor. 

1 an enemy to 'Jy 7 ' vsus, 408. Puniihed, 409. 
Langrcs new eolonied by the Franks, 247. 
Laodicca declares for Sever us* 47. Plundered, tfc. ib. 
Lafcivius, Tr. propofed to the empire, 25. Flees to Pertinax, ib. 
Later an palace, when given to the pope, 317. 
Lazvycrs fuppreffed by Valentinian, 525. 

Legions, Roman, the ftate of, according to Dion. Cajf. io~. To 

L a mprid iu s, ib. 
Lemnos plundered by the Heruli, 192. 

Lent, capital trials forbid during, 60 1. And the execution of crimi- 
nals, 645. 

Lentientes break into Gaul, 588. Defeated, ib. Submit to Gra* 
iian, ib. 

Leo, a cruel collcgue of Maximln, 531. His retirement, 534% 
Leonas fent by Conjlantine to Julia:!, 440. 
Leontius, biinop, his indifcreet zeal againft Fufcbia* 383. 
Leptis befieged by the jtujiurians, 516. 'i rcaehery to the Tr tpo ti- 
tans, 517. Punifhed, ib. 
Lcti attempt the city of Lyons, 419. Cut < ff by Julian, il\ 
Leucadius condemned and pardoned by Maximus, 613. 
Libanius's character of the turbulent Fravls, 374. Of Jul'an in 
Germany, 414. Elegy on Nicomedia, 427. Silenced by Conjlan- 
tins, 460. Speech in favour of Antioch, 477, & feq. Character of 
Julian, 488, & feq. Speech to VaLns* 560. Partial apology for 
Theodorus, 564. Narrow efcape, 565. Invectives a^iinft Tbeodo- 
Jiu$) 621. 

Liber ius, pope, his rep*oof to Eufebia, 393. Baniihed by Con/Ian- 
tins, 407. 

Library, the capitol's, deftroyed by lightning* , 11. 
Libya deftroyed by an eaithquake, 474. 
Licinianus Perpenna's revolt quelled, 167. 

— — the fun of Licinius, created Catfar, 331. 

Licinius marries Conjlantine 7 * fifter, 258, 322. Chofcn em; cror, 2 ■) t. 
His extiadt and character, ib. & feq. Sent again it A'Ia*\ei.ti<*.s, 2 ;j. 
Chofen confui, 298. Prefent at G tiler ius** death, 302. M..ches 
againft Maximtn^ ib. Joins Con flan tine at Milan, 322. Maidu* 
againft Mvxitr.biy 325. His vifion and prayer, ib* Complete vic- 
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tory, 37.6. Reception in Bitk'ynio, ib. Edi& in favour of the 
chrutian. ib. Severity to Galerius's family, 327. Quarrel and 
war with Ctn/lantine* 328. Defeat, 329. Peace with him, ib. 
Second war, 335. Totally defeated, ib. Superftitious fpeech to 
the army, 336* Defeated at fea, ib. Makes a new peace, and 
breaks it, 337. Deteaced and put to death, 338* 
■ Conj tontine** nephew, put to death, 343. 
Limigantes among the Sarmatiansy who, 349. Cut off, and driven 
out oi Sarmatia y 425, Treachery to Con/lantias, 428. Cut in 
pieces, 429. 
Logi defeated ny ProhuSy 224. 
Lollianus unjuftJy put to death, 531. 

Gentianusy the patron of Pertinaxy 23. 

Spurius proclaimed emperor in Gaul 9 190. His rife, death, 

and character, ib. & feq. 
Lombards fir ft invafion of Germany, 597. 
London delivered by Conjlantius, 247. 

Longinus the philofopher, his writings and character, 214, (Z). Put 
to death by Aurelran* ib. His character of the Mojaic writings, 
216, not. 
Lucas baniftied by Conftantine y 351. 
Luaiianus\ noble defence of Nifibisy 378. 
Luctlfay nfter to Commodusj ruVtlhed and murdered by him, 2» 

- plots againft Commodus, 5. Bunifhed, and put to death, 6* 
Lncittuu-us fenr emuuflador to Sapor y 424. Taken prifoner by 
/;// /, 444.. Commands his fleet, 480- Made general of Ulyricum % 

50-f. M iidcrcj in Gaul, 508* 
Lupenus's w. nangs and character, 194, (Y ). 

Lup-cinus font a gam ft the Scots* 435* Arretted, and well ufed by 
Juiia?ty 439. Sent againft Procopiusy 550. Provokes thcGotbs to 

revoli, 576. Defeated by them, 577. 
Lupus foiccii to buy a peace from the Caledonians , 57. Terribly har* 

railed by the North Britons* 63, oz feq. 
Lufcus buim alive, 406. 

Lycaonia freed from the Pcrfians, 178. How divided hy Fa lens y 560. 
Lyaans degraded by Rufinusy 655. Reftored by Arcadius* 656. 
Z,y*/fj taken and deftroyed by Severus y 53. 

M. 

MAcedomuSy a hermit's noble fpeech to the Antiochian judges, 634. 
Mitrianusy n agici. n, inftigates Valerian againft the chriftians, 
I7X. Tretchery to him, 173. His rife and cli a rafter, 180. Proclaim- 
ed ernpt* o , 181. Succeis againft the Goths, 184. Defeatcdand 

km* of Germanyy fubmits to Juliarty 428. Efcapes Valtn- 

tinian's forces, 532. Interview and peace yviih him, 541. 

Macrinus 
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Macrinus induced by a foothfaver to aim at the empire, 83* Dis- 
covered by Maternianus* 84. Murders Caracalla* ib. Chofen 
emperor, 86. His extract, rife, &c* ib, & feq. Letter to the fe- 
nate, 88. Acknowledged by them, ib. Marches a gam ft the Par- 
titans* 89- Forced to buy a peace, 90- Wholcfome and fevere 
laws, ib. & feq. Clemency to Tome confpirators, 91. Why called 
Marcellinus* 92. Confpired againft by the foldiers, ib. be feq. 
Shameful cowardice, 93. Flight, 94. Death, 95* 

Var. his fuccefs again ft the Germans* 106. 

Meeat& in Britain* where fit u ate, 64. Revolt, 66- Put to the 
fword by Caracalla* ib. Make an advantageous peace with hira, 
72. 

M<e r a confpires again ft Macrinus> 92. Her character, off-fpring, 
&c. ib. Bravery and cunning, 93, & feq. Made a fenatrefs, 99* 
Great care for young Alcxianus* 100, 103. 

Maejia put to fire and fword, 175. How divided, 330. 

Magicians condemned by Conjtantius* 416, 427. Carefled by Ju- 
lian* 470* A number of them executed under Valens* 564, & 
feq. 

Magnentius confpires againft Conjlans* 380. Murders his friends, 
382. Cruelties at Rome* 383. Sends deputies to Conflantius* 384. 
Succefs againft him, 387. lnfulting meflage to him ib. Takes 
Scifcia* ib. Bloody witcheries, 383. Defeated at Murja* ib* & 
feq. Retires to Italy* 390. Beat out of it, 391* Treachery a- 
gainft Gallus difcovercd, ib. Forfaken by his troops, 394. Defpair' 
and death, 395. 

Magnus confpires againft Maximin* 130. Put to death, ib. 

' condemned to rebuild a church lie had burnt, 506, 

Majefty^ the law of, repealed, 657. 

Majorianus promoted by 1 heodofius* 598- 

Majofa Malcha take;, by Julian* 482. 

Malar icus excufes Sylvanus* 408. Betrayed by Dynames* 409- 
Mallobaudes's fuccefs againft the Germans* 588. 
Mamas St. the church of, why but half- finished, 459. 
Mamea. See Julia Mamea^ 102, & feq. The children of, w3*ra» 

I, S- . 

Mamertinus* one of the judges of the Chalcedonian court, 46:8. Cosv- 

fuluYtp and reception from Julian* 47 1. 
Manic hees fupprefled by Gratian* 592. Three fc£ts of them ccmw 

demned to death, 607. 
Maratacupris* the robbers of, put all to the fword, 559. 
Marcellianus made a duke, 540. Treachery to Gabinius* lb. 
Marceliiuu$ fent againft Nepotianus* 383. Defeats him, tb. Loft tf 

the battle of Murja* 389. 
Marcellus fent with Julian imoGau!* 412. Leaves hira in the lurch, 

416* Accufed and flripped, ib. 

broth?.: 
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brother of Alaximus* defeated, 639. 
Muriellns puts Serenianus to death, 553. Takes the imperial dignity, 

ib. Tortured to death for it, 554. 
Marcia a favourite of Commodus* 6. Befriends the chrifttans lb. 
Denned to death, 16. Poifons Commodus* ib. Put to death by 
Juliamts* 40. 
Alarciano[><jlis* where Situated, 556. 

Marcianus\ fuccefs againft the Heruli* 192. TJiefuppofed murderer 

o f Go II if wits* J 93- 
MnrcomannVs peace with Commodus* 4. 
A'larga* where fituatc, 334. 

Ataria* t he celebrated filter of Theodofius* 594* 
A/arinus's revolt and defeat, 158, 159- 

kills himfclf, 407. 
a pleader, put to death, 531. 
Atari us Maximus 9 * writings and chara&er, 123. 

Aurelius proclaimed emperor in Gaul* 191. Murdered, ib. 

Marriage of nieces, &c. made capital, 272. Between "Jews and 
chriffianS) 6 

MarfeiiUs befieged by Conjlantine* 297. Afaximian's tomb there, 

299, (E). ^ 
Alartinianus created Car/ar 9 337. Sent againft Conftantine, ib. Put 
to death, 339. 

Atartinus nobly with (lands the brave Catena, 396. Kills himfeif. 
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Aturtyrs* the rera of, when, 235. 
A'lafcexel* defeated by Tbeodcfms* 536. 
Atatcmus's revolt and death, 10. 
Atavia fends fuccours to the Romans, 590. 

Mauritius* a general, forces Gordtan to accept the empire, 132. 

Ataurus* a wicked tool of Gerdian* 147. Banifhed, 148. 

Ataxcntius 9 * extract, 236. Rejected from being C&far* 257, 283. 
Proclaims himfelr emperor, 2S8. His character, &c. 289. De- 
pofed by Ataximian* 293. Protected by the foldiers, ib. Succefs 
in rffric* 304. Cruelties there, ib. At Rome* tfc. ib. Witch- 
craft and Dutchcuics, 305. Breaks ofF with Con/fan tine* 306. 
Defeated by him, 312. Falls upon him, 314. His defeat and 
death, ib. Carried to Rome* ib. The fir ft raii'er of the follis tax, 

3S8. 

Maxima* the wife of Chllo* accufes fever.d of magic, 530. 

Miiximian chofen partner with Diod,ji«n* 236. Hib rile and character, 

ib. Succefs in Gaul* 237. In Germany* 238. Defeated in i?/7- 

taiu % 239. Succee fs in Jfric* 243. Againft the Moors* 249. 

Refigiih the empire, 256. Refumes it to fuccour Alaxcntiits* 2S9. 

Defeats Sever us* 291. Alaxentius* ib. Attempts to deftroy Con- 

Jlantiuc, 
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Jlantine 9 297. Taken prifoner by him, ib. Ingratitude and death, 

Maximin chofen Cafar, 257. Preferred to Maxentius, 283. His ex- 
tract and character, 284. Share of the government, 285, Conful- 
Ihip, 291- Created filim Augujlorum, 296. Agrees with L icinius, 
302. Cruelty to Valeria, 303. To Dioclefian, ibid. Privately 
joins with Maxentius, 307. Enmity to the christians, 317, 321. 
firing* dreadful calamities on the empire, ib. Marches againft Li* 
cinius, 325. Defeat and flight, 326. Poifons himfelf, 327. Dread- 
ful di feafe and death, ib. &feq. Followed by that of his relations 
and tools, 327. 

■ brother-in-law to Valentine, his rifeand cruelties at Rome, 530. 

Promotion, 531,533- Bloody prefectihip, ib. Inlrigates Volenti- 
againft the J^/W/, 539, & feq. Put to dearh, 570. 
Maximus, a Gotbijh general, his revolt in Gaul, 116. Murders A~ 
lexander, 117. Declared emperor, 127. His extract, fln ngth, 
and gigantic ftature, ib. & feq. Devouring ftomach, 128. Rife 
under Alexander, 129. Horrid cruelties, ib. & feq. Waftes all 
Germany, 130. Narrow efcape, 131. Victories, /*. Goes into 
the north, ib. New cruelties, ib. Profcribed by tl.e fenate, 133. 
His friends mafTacred, ib. Mad behaviour, 135. Marches into 
Italy, X42. Afluiiinated before Aquilcia, 143. His he::d brought 
to Rome, 144. 

his fon, declared Cafar, 127. His character, 129. Made part- 
ner of the empire, ib. Profcribed with his father, 1 33. And aflaf- 
iinated with him, 143. 

condemned to death, 7. 
Pupien. Vide Pupienus, 138, & feq. 

teaches Juli«n magic, 460. Care/Ted at court, 470. His cha- 
racter and arrogance, 47 1 . And writings, 497, not. Iniprifoned 
and put to death for his witcheries, 515, 565. 

the father of Euclid, different from the magician, 498, not. 
general in Britain, his revolt, 608. His extract and character, 
609. Crofies over to G<W, ih. Defeats and kills Gratian, 610. 
A fcurvy pun turned into a prophecy by his tools, 612. Acknow- 
ledged Theodojius** col legue, 618. Invades Volenti ni a iSs territories, 
637. Takes feveral cities from him, 638. Defeated by him, ib. 
Put to death, 639. 
Maxaca taken prifoner, 538. Hi- death, ib. 

Mazices, who, 536. Submit to Ibeodofius, ibid. Defeated by hini ? 
537- 

Mdchiades, bifhop of Rome, highly efteemed by Co % :Jfuntine yi. 
Afemmia married to Alexander, 104. 
Menelaus, a famed archer, killed by Romulus, 3S9. 
Mtnopbilus defends AquiUio y 142. 

yoJL. XV. 4 U Afoobtivdcs 
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Merobaudes kills Macrianus, 542. Proclaims young Valtntinian em- 
peror, 569. Commands under G rattan, 610. Put to death by 

Maximus, 613. 

Mefopotamia reduced by Latus, &e. 50. Revolts, 105. Ravaged by 
the Ptrfeans, 109. Invaded by the Per/tans, 372, 411. 

Mejfala profcribes % Julianus, 41. 

■ Sili us put to death by Heliogabalus, 100. 

Mejfengers of good news, their extortions retrained, 548. 

MeJJian family, an account of, 161. 

Meihcdius's learned confutation of Porphyry , 271, not. 

Metius, F. Nicomach. fpeech to Tacitus, on his being chofen em- 
peror, 219. 

Mezentius's dreadful punifhment revived, 90. 

Milan feizeo by Aureolus, 183. Taken by Conjlantine, 312. Why 

the metropolis of Italy, 361. 
Militia tr.agiftri, their oflLe and number, 362. 
Minervina married to Conjlantine, 283. 
Minervius's writings and character, 449, fG). 
Minut tonuses writings and character, 160, (X). 

Mijitheus, chief minifter to young Gordian, 148. Letter againft his 
wicked miniftry, ib. (T). Signal merit, 149. Honoured by the 
fenate, 151. Death, ib. 

Mnejlheus's confpiracy againft Attrition* 212. Cruel death, ib. 

Adodares goes over to the Romans, 599. His character, ib. 

Modulus'* cruelties in Pale/line, 429. To the orthodox, 559. 

Months, the names of, how changed by Commodus, 15. 

Montius's noble fpeech to Gallus, 402. Miferable death, ib. 

Moors, defeated and rranfplanted, 249. 

M ' fu< rene, where lited, 44.6. The place where Conjlantine died, 
ibid, 

fcu a city in New Panncnia 243. Where fituatc, 388- The 

U»u*«j of, ibid. Fatal to the empire, 389. 
Mt 'fia ruined by the S$uadi, 590. 
Jidnjcovites have tainted Con /fan tine the Great, 356. 
Mufonia :us, propofes a peace to the Perfians, 418. 
Mutina taken by Conjlantine, 312. 

N. 

y//;/st r- male ha , the canal of, cleared by Sever us 56. 

Nannianus's fuccefs againft the Lenticnfcs, 588. 

Nauneintts** defeat ami flight, 528. 

Nannius's fucccl's again It the Franks, 639* & feq. 

N'tie'j/usi li wreftler, in favour with Commodus, 5. Strangles him, 

j~. Condemned to ihe wild bealls, 55. 
Naiyes defeats the Rowans, 249. Defeated by them, 250. Sues for 

peace, ib. Obtains it, 251. 
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Cent with a proud meflage to Qmjiantius, 423, 

count, pardoned by Maximus* at St. Martin's inftance, 613. 
Naulobat heads the Heruli, 191. Surrenders to G a Menus, 192. 
Nazarius's writings and character, 364, not. 

Nazianzen's character of yulian, 439, 488, & feq. Juft fufpicion of 
his hypocrify, 462. Studies under Procrefcs* 494, not. Dreadful 
account of the Gothijh invafion, 597. Made bifhop of Conjtanti- 
nople, 603. Letter to Ellebichus, 631. 

Nebridius refufes to fwear to Julian y 443. Marries Salvina, 595. 

Neftaridus killed in Britain, 523, 524. 

Neftariusy bifhop, burnt in his houfe, by the Ariatts, 641. 

Neocafarea ruined by an earthquake, 375. 

Neotherius fent into Afric, 518. 

Nepotianus's revolt, 383. Betrayed and killed, ib. 

Neftor's writings and chara&cr, 70. 

— — — Julianus put to death by Heliogalalus, 98. 

Ntvita fent into Pannonia, 444. Left to guard Sucidava, ib. Made 
one of the judges of the Chalcedonian court, 468. His confulihip 
and reception from Julian , 471. 

Nicagoras's writings and character, 160, (X ). 

Nice utterly deftroyed by an earthquake, 474. Taken by Procopius, 

550. Overturned by an earthquake, 557. 
Nicea, the battle of, 46. 

Nicepboras** account of Helena confuted, 278, &feq. 

Nicomachus's arithmetic, 367* fub not. Writings and chara&er, 217, 
fub not. 

Nicomedia plundered by the Scythians, 183. Beautified by Dioclefian % 
259. Deftroyed by an earthquake, 427. Rebuilt by Julian^ 
472. 

— the palace of, burnt, 254. 



Niger's ft T . 

Pefcennius made governor of Syria, 5. Succefs again ft the 
rebel Maternus, 10. Excellent character, 35, & feq. Rife ami 
ftri£t difcipline, ib. & feq. Revolts in Syria, 39. Prepares again ft 
Severus, 45. Profcribed by the fenare, 46. Defeated, ib. Re- 
tires to Autioch, 47. Defeated and put to death, ib. Sc feq. His 
black ftatue defcribed, 48, (M). 
Nigrinus Domit. brave defence at Aquileia, 445. 
executed for a jeft, 545. 

Nijibis taken by Severus, 55. The dreadful battle of, 89. Bcfiegcd 
by Artaxerxes 9 109. Taken by Sapor, 149. Re-taken by Gordiart, 
150. By the Perjians, 172. By Odenatus, 180. Three times' 
befteged by the Perfians, 372. A frcih fiege, 378. Yielded to 
the Perfians by jfovian, 502. The melancholy ^wender of it, 
505. 

Nf/fa, the place of Conjl anting s birth, 277. 

4 U 2 NibHiJfimus, 
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Nobiiijjimus* when firft given, 363. 

Nobility* their arrogance fuppre/icd by Conjlantine* 33 r . 

Nohudarus's attempt on Batne y 398. 

AW* Gr^v, Alumnus'* wife, 87. In titled Augujla* 88. 
Nonius Marcel us 's wiitings and character, 45 1, not. 
Nubians ally with ihe Romans , 248. 
N umt ri anus's ftratagem in favour of Severus* 52. 

the fon of Carus* created Cafar* 230. Proclaimed em - 

pei or, 232. Killed by Jper 9 ib. His chaiacter and funeral obfc- 

qnies, ibid* 
Nuns well treated by Sapor * 431. 

r\Belift brought from to Rome, 417. Another fet up at 

■ JiantimpU by Thtodofius* 648. 

Odenatus Palmyrenfts's cmbaffy to the Perfians* 187. His extract and 
character, Brave refentmcnt againft them, 179. Takes the 

the royal title, tb. Promoted by Gallienus* 180. Penetrates into 
Perfia* ib. Succefs there, ib. Befieges Emejfa* 184. Created 
partner of the empire, 187. Succefs againft the Per/tans, 189. 
Drives the Goths out of djia* ib. His death, ib. 

Odotbeus over-reached by Promotus* 627- His defeat and death, 

628. 

Olybrius raifeJ by Gratian* 592. By Iheodoftus* 663. 
Qlympias beiiegmi by the Peijians* 561. Suffered to efcape, ib. 
Olympius Nemeftanus\ writings and character, 233, fB). 

— a philofopher heads the heathens againit the chriftians, 466. 

Retires out or" Egypt* ib. 
Onajimus's wi icings and character, 161, not. 229, (A^. 
Oppian's admired poem and character, 85, not. Statue, epitaph, 

csY. 86, not. 

Qpiatianus's writings, character, banifliment, &c. 368, not. 

Optutus made a patrician, 362. Murdered by the foldiers, 371. 

Gribajus\ wiitings and character, 495. 

Orient* the diflriiSt of, its feveral provinces, &c. 359. 

Origin's great credit with the emperor's mother, 102. Letters tm 

Philip and Severa* 157. 
Orleans , by whom built, 211. 

Orthodox favoured by ConJtantin<\ 317, 323. Reftored by Jovian % 
507. Perfecuced by Valens* 559, &c. Burnt alive, ib. Reftor- 
ed by Gratian*, 591. By Thcodofius y 601. 

Ofiius* bilhop, made Con/iantine's almoner, 310. His letter to him, 

324. 

Ofrboene reduced by Severus > 49. Seized by Caracalla^ 81. 
Qfrhoeniaw revolt againit Maximin* 130. 

O/irogotks* who, 573. . . 
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Ovinias Camillas 9 * attempt on the empire, 105. How ufcd by the 

emperor, ib. His death, it. 
jy jEanius's Greek verfion of Jmmianus, 587, Tub not. 

Pazanifm fuppreffed by Gratum* 609. Whenee fo named, 62t. 

Suppreffed by Theodofw, ib. & feq. Reftored by Emgmtm* 659. 
Pagans at Alexandria maflacre the cbriftians, 645. 
PaUJline newly divided, 560- 
Palfurnius taken and pu: to d.-a h, 2Z4. 
Palladia's writings and character, 366, fub not. 

treachery to Valentinian* 517. Hangs himfclr, 534. 

Pallas * the palace of, burnt, 14. d— fa. 

i>*/myr* befieged by Aurelian^ 203. Surrendered, 205. Revolts, 



and is put to the fword, 206. 
ia Secunda 

418. 



the Sarmatiams. 



Papian law repealed, 333. # 

Papionus chofen emperor in Pannonto* 158. His death, 1*. 
Paplnian, a prime minifter, his chafer, 62. Discharged by C 

72. Noble anfwer to him, 75. Put to death for it, ib 
Pappus's writings and chafer, 673, fub not. 
Parax fues for ftrWi protedion, 557, 561. Put to death, 56*. 
P*r/j, the city of, where firffc fituatc, 423. 

J* m • ^1 ft _ 




Parricide, the law acamft, revived by Conftantsne % , 332. 
Parthians invade Mcjopotamia, 55. War agamft Macnnut 

dued by the Per/tans* 104* 
Paftpbilus's furpriiingconftancyon the rack, 565. 
Patentius y an extraordinary youth flain, 582. 
Pat emus Tarruncius put to death by Commedus 
Patrician** their dignity, 362. 
Patricias burin for magic, 565. 

/W, St. church of, at lira, by whom built, 625. 

Patdinian family converted to chritiianiry, 643. 

Paulinas, bifhop, baniflied by ConJiantius % 397 ^ 
JW«i of 7>v, made councdlur to Papuuanus, 62. To AU*an*r % 

7«y. recalled and promoted, 105. 
die founder of the Eremetic lite, 162. 
Uittioo of Co»fta>;tn:ople y banilhed, 352. . 

a cruel informer, 396. Cruelties in JW<«, 4** 

Burnt alive, 468. 
JW,-, the tamed temple of at burnt, 13, 

Peiopinnefus, the ifthmus of, (hut up, 1 84. 

Pemtnes put to death, 41 1. psrmi* 
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Perennis, Commodus's chief fa veurite, put to death, 7. His charade* 

and crime, *£• & 9. 
Pergamus disfranchifed by Macrinus 9 90. 
Perinthus* the battle of, gained by Niger 9 46. 

Perifcus a famous engineer at Byxantium % 50. Saved from the common 
daughter, ib. 

Perftans threaten the Roman territories, 145. Defeated by Balijla 9 
178. Invade them afrefh, 372. Abandon them, ib. Defeated by 
them, 377. Before Nifibis* 579. 

Pertinax's fuccefs in Britain, 9. Narrow efcape, ib. Succeeds Di- 
onyftus at Rome, 12. Made proconful of Afric, 13. And gover- 
nor of Ram*) 14. Obfequiesof Commodus, 17. Proclaimed em* 
peror, 20, 21. Speech to the (enate, 21. Rife and extract, 23. 
Character and excellent adminiftration, 24, & feq. Difobliges 
Lartus and the army, 25. His intrepidity, 26. Death, 27. Fu- 
neral honours, &c. ib. Pompous apotheofis by Severus, 44. 

Pertinax, Helvius, the fon, his biting farcafm againft Caraealla, 76. 
Put to death for it, ib. 

Petavio deftroyed by the S^uadi, 590. 

Pitra metropolis of Palejlina Tertia, 560- 

Petronius Mamertinus put to death by Comma dus^ 12. 

■ ■ extortions at Conjlantinople, 549. 

Phalangus, a bloody governor of Boetica, 531. 

Phalanx revived by Alex. Severus, jio. The bravery and reward of 
fix of them, ib. 

Philip y alius 9 s treachery to Mifttheus, 151. Succeeds him as captain 
of the guards, ib. Treachery to Gordian, 152. His extract, 154. 
Whether the firft chriftian emperor, 155. Acknowledged by the 
fenate, 156. Makes peace with Sapor , ib. Submiffion to the bi- 
fhopof Antioch, 157. Succefs again (I the Carpi ib. Edi<5t againft 
catamites, 158. Marches againft Deri us, 159. Defeated and 
killed, ib. His zeal for chriftianity, ib. & feq. 

his fon, chofen collegue, 156. Conful, 158. Killed by 
the praetorian guards, 159. His lingular gravity, 160. Chriftia- 
nity, ib. 

Flaviusj an Arian conful, 376- 

Philippopolis taken by the Goths , 163. 100,000 Romans put to the 

fword in it, ib. 
Philofophers, carefled by Julian, 470. 
Philofiratuf* writings and chara<fter, 70. 
Phofpb$rius killed by the Perftans , 480. 
Photittians fupprefled by Gratian, 592. 
Phrygia deftroyed by famine, 559. 
Phrynicus's writings, &c. 18, (I). 

Pkyjicians fees from the poor regulated, 526. 

Pi&S) 
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PiSs, who, and where fited, 287. Defeated by Conftantius, ib. Join 

with the Scots 9 435. Invade North Britain, 614. 
Pittas Eufebia, the diocefe of, by whom founded, 392. 
Ptriy the fortifications of ? 527. 
Pijcennian family perfecuted by Sevens* 48. 

Pifo fent againft Fa lens, 182. Takes the imperial title, ib. Murder* 

ed, ib. His extract, divine honours, &c. ib. & feq. 
Pijfamina, the mother of Lxtus, her extraordinary charity, 61 r. 
Placidia, the mother of Valentinian II. born, 595. 

Placilla, the wife of Theodofius. See Flaccilla, 595. 
Plague, under Gratian, 579. 

Plautianus feizes Pefcennius's children, 42. Brings them to him, 45. 
His character wealth and fway, 58, & feq. Confulihip, ft. & feq. 
Immenfe dowry to his daughter, 60. Becomes obnoxious to the 
emperor, ib. A ecu fed of treafoh, 61. Put to death, ib. 

Plautilla, the daughter of Plautianus, married to Caracalla, 60. Be- 
comes hateful to him, ib. Banifhed into Ltparis, 61. Put to death 

by her hufband, 72. 
f layers regulated by Valentinian's law, 531, & feq. 
Plotinus goes voluntier to the Perjian war, 151. His writings and 

character, 215, fub not. 
Pollenius put to death for fubornation, 63. 

Polite TrebeL his hiftory fadly curtailed, 180. Writings and charac- 
ter, 263, not. 
Pollux, Jul. his writings, fcrV. 18, (I;. 
Pompeianus Ruricius defeated at Verona, 312. 
Pompeiopolis relieved by B a lift a, 178. 

Pompey's theatre burnt, 158. 

Pontus ravaged by the Scythians, 1 74. 

Porphyry's writings and character, 215, ijqt. Extract travels, GV. 
265, not. Death and works, ibid. & feq. Why an enemy to the 
chriftians, 270- Wild notion about Daniel's prophecies, ib. 

Pojlhumius's fuccefs againft the Gauls, 171. Proclaimed emperor 
there, 176. Succefs againft the Germans, 177. Excellent charac- 
ter and government, 176. Beloved by the Gauls, 185. Rcpulfcs 
Gallienus, ib. & 188. Killed by his foldiers, 190. 

Prefecli prartorio, their office, 359. Province, tb. it feq. By whom 
founded, 361. 

Pratextatus made prefect of Achaia, 472. His rife and excellent cha- 
racter, 624, & feq. Oration in the capitol, 625. Funeral ho~ 
nours, ib. 

Preetorian guards difcarded by Severus, 42. A new fet chofen, 44. 

Their tyranny, 314. Difbandment by Conftantine, 315. 
Praxagoras's writings and character, 364, not. 
Prifia, the wife of DiocUfum, a chriitian, 234.. 

Prifus 
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Prijcus Philip** brother, made governor of Syria, 157. His extor- 
tions caufe a revolt, 158* Proclaims himfelf emperor, 163. Pro- 
fcribed, ib. 

a philosopher in favour with Julian, 471. Hit writings and 
character, 498, not. Killed by the Goths, ib. 
rcba 9 the wife of Probus, her excellent character, 544. 
"obinus cbofen conful by Theodojius, 663. 
"obus marries Sevtrus'* daughter, 45. 

ccefi againft the Sartnatians, 6V. 172. Defeated in Egypt* 
197. Proclaimed emperor, 222. His ex trad, character, &c. ib. 
Succefs in Gaul, ^23- Againft the Germans, ib. In Thrace, 
224. Egypt* 225. Triumph at Rome, ib. Succefs againft the 
revoltcrs, 226, & feq. Works, 228. Murdered by the fol- 

diers, ib. Epitaph and character, ib. 

Probus, governor of Illyricujn, a rank coward, 540. Extortions dis- 
covered to the emperor,' 543. His character and defcent, ibid. 
Death, 544. 

Proconfuls, their number and office, 361. 

Procopius prefented with the purple by Julian, 479* Brings a fupply 
of provifions to Jovian, 504. Sent with Julian 9 * corpfe to Tar- 
fus, ib* Difappears, ib. Revolts, 517, & feq. Concealed by 
Strategius, 549- Declared emperor at Conjlantinople, ib. His 
fuccefs, 550- Tyranny, ib. Forfaken by his troops, ib. Be- 
headed, ib. His rife and character, 553. 

Proculus, his rife and revolt in Gaul, 226. Defeat and death, 
ibid. 

■ depofed for extortion, 620. 

, the fon of Tatianus, put to death for the fame crime, 655. 

Proenjes, a chriftian fophift, his writings and character, 493, not. 
Profuturus fent againft the Gauls in Thrace, 578. Defeated, ib. 
Promotus 9 s fuccefs againft the Greuthongi, 627. Sent againft Afaxi- 

mus, 638. Saves Theodojius from the barbarians, 650. His death, 

ibid. 

Pro/per, an extortionate fucceflbr of Urficinus, 403, 4x1. 
Prude 7tius's character of Maxentius, 305. 
Prufa taken by the Scythians, 172. 

PuUhtria, the daughter of Theodofius, born, 595. Her death and cha- 
racter, 627. 
Pufeus furrenders Annathan f 481. 

fupienus chofen emperor by the fenate, 138. His mean extract and 
rife, ib. & feq. Excellent character, X39. Marches againft the 
Maximins, 140. Quickly returns to Rome, 145. Fills ir with 
utmoft joy, ib. Iufulted by the pnetorian guarus, 146. Killed 

by them, 147. 
Pytus taken by the Borani, lyi. 

ft. 
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f \ Vaderna taken by Maximus, 638. 

^%^uadi defeated by Pi obits, 172. By Regillianus, 174. Invade Pan- 
noma, 411, 424. And Illyricum, 539. Defeat the Romans, 541* 
Wafte their counry, 590. 

Quadr upla tores , informers, why fo called, 90. 

Quartinus chofen emperor, 130. Betrayed and murdered, /i # 

Quentinus defeated by the Franks , 640. 

Quietus, the fun of Macrianus, chofen tribune, 1 So. Left in Syria^ 

1 84. Killed by the E me/fans* ib. 
Quinclilian wounds Com modus, 6. 

Quinquegentiani, whence fo called, 240. Overrun Afric, lb. Sc feq. 

Defeated by Maxim'tan, 243. 
Quint Hi, the two brothers, put to death by CommGdus, 7. 
Quint Hi us frlautianus putto dc<ithby Sever us, 63. 

MarcelluSy one of Alexander's counfeliors, 103. 
Quint illus, the brother of Claudius, proclaimed emperor, 198. His 

death, ib. 

Actus Conftans condemned for affronting Plautianusy 60. 

Rauracuniy where fited, 400. The battle of, ib. 
Raufimades defeated and killed, 334. 
Reanus put to death by Heliogabalus , 98. 
Rebaptizers fupprefled by Gratiaiiy 596. 
Reclors among the Romans, their office, 361; 

Regillianus** fuccefs againft the Sarmatians, 175. Proclaimed em- 
peror, ib. His extract and rife, ib. & feq. Murdered, ib. 
Reg ill us putto death by Commodus , 12. 
Religious war, the firft waged by the chriftians, 321. 
Reman furrendered to Sapor, 431. 

Remigius 7 s extortions under Valentinian, 516. Strangles himfelf, 534. 
Rcvcrcndus, a vile minifter ot Gordian, difcarded, 149, (V). 
Rbando takes the city of MentZy 523. 

Rbcetia ravaged by the Franks y 174. Makes peace with Conjlantius^ 

415. Invaded by the Sucvians, 418. 
Rbetianus confpircs againft Caracalla, 84. 
Rhine, fortified by Valentinian> 520, 527. 
RhodaneSy bifliop, baniiiicd, 415. 
Rhodanus burnt alive for extortion, 527, & feq. 

Ricbomeres fent by Gratian againft the Gotbiy 578. Arrives at Va- 
lens's camp, 581. Tries in vain to make him flay for Gratian, 
589. Succefs againft the Saracens, 619. Confulfhip, excracl, 

Ricomer promoted by Theodofiits, 598. 
Riotbam, one of the kings of Britain, 614. 

Vol. XVI. 4 * J^«r, 
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Rekw'i the fortrcfs of, built, 539. 

Jic wn empire under great calamities, 183. Divided into four do- 
minions, 241. Under fix emperors, 295. Into four diftri&s, 359* 
Ho iv parted by the tiiree Ions of Conftantine^ 37 J, & feq. United 
again un«er Loajhi'itiuSj 406. Under fad calamities in 'Julian's 
ici^si, 472. Under a grievous famine, 608- 

Rcm#ims*> cxrorrions in Jfric* 515. Gains over Palladiut, 517. Ar- 
reiied by ^Tleodofzus, 554, 535* 

iv fi.frers under a three years peftilence, 10. Fire and famine, ji. 
C -tes her milleunium, 158. The walls of, repaired by Decius 9 
ly_j, Suffers under a new peftilence, 183. Under Maxentius J % 
r\ ;.jiny, 504. Why difliked by Conjlantine, 345- In deep mourn- 
ing f f >r ij js death, 355. Under a famine, 626. 

Romula, the mother of Galerius 9 242. Perfuades him to perfecutc 

the christians, ibid. 
RoiniAu.mtm, by whom fo called, 242. 
R emu! us, the fan of Ala xen tins, cho fen conful, 295. 
Rue it *i betrayed by the Donati/is* 535. 
Rhfinm 1 1 capos Conftantius** fnare, 400. 

Rujhius's treachery to Promotus, 650. To Tatianus 9 tstc, 655- Made 

guaidian to cadi us, 662. 
Rufus Vclius put to death by Ccmmodus, 7. 

Volufumus font into sifric % 304. 

Ramiiulcu* bravery at iVw, 550. 

Rutitius fine into ^r/V, 516. Put to death, 517. 

S. 

t^AhaiarhtSi Faknsy why fo nicknamed, 55c. 

Ssbinidnus** revolt in Afrh % Defeated, /£• 



92. Chofen one of AUx- 



Succeeds Vrfteinus in theeaft, 430. Treachery to him, 432. 

Sabim/s 9 Fab. recalled from his government, ^ ~" 

adder's counfeliorfr, 103. Killed by the mob, 134. 
Sdceophori, Manichecs, whence fo called, 607. 
Sail a, Flavins , an orthodox conful, 376. 

fudden death, 564. 

Salices, the battle of, 578. 

Sal/!, who, and where fired, 425. Subdued by Julian^ 426. 
Saioninui put to death by Pojlhumius, Jj6. 
Salvidienus 1 * wiitings and chara&er, 229, (A). 

Saluft, a great favourite of Julian, 465. Made prefect of Gaul, 466* 

Narrow efcnpe, 406. 

Secundum, different from the former, 467. Made prefe& 



^ ------ — - - » - — — * -1 / ■ 

of the caff, ib. Saves Maximus the philofopher from being mobbed, 
497, not. Refutes the empire, 510. Promotes ffaUntinian'i 
election, Refigns through old age, 556. 
Sumacus, C^n ft amine the Great's fool, 357. 



Sdmmin 
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Sammonicus'% writings, noble library, and death, 84, (O). 

Sandarion left governor of Palmyra* 205. Murdered, 206. 

Sapor lhamefully repulfed by Gordian* 150. Defeated, 152. Ra- 
vages the Roman empire, 172. Hi treatment of Valerian* 173. 
New conquefts, 177, & fcq. Haughty meffage to Odcnatus* 179. 
Repulfed and defeated by him, it. Em Daffy to Conftantinc* 348. 
Repulfed before Nifttis* 376. Defeated by Cmjlantius* 377. Be- 
fore Nifttis* 379. Proud demands on Con/Ian tins* 423. Renews 
the war againit him, 430. Cruelty to the Ami duns, 432. TakvS 
feveral cities, 434. Frighted back by ill omen", 445. Fi. It of- 
fers of peace rejected, 477. His fecond, 484. Falls fuddenly 
on Julian's army, 486. Makes peace with Jovian, 502. Trea- 
chery to Arfaccs* 561. I nvades Armenia, 562. Defeated by Va- 
lens* 563. His death and long reign, 623. 

■ a Roman general, fent to fupprefs the heretics, 604. 

Saracens invade Mefopotamia* 398. Go over to the Perfians* 477. 

Repu.fc the Goths* 590. 

Sarmct'ans defeated by Gordian* 150. By Conftantinc, 334. In- 
gratitude to him, 348. Severely punifhed, it. Driven uu: bv their 
own Haves, 349. Settled by Conftantine* 350. Reftored and in- 
franchifed by ConAantins* 425. Defeated in Mccfia* 541. Sue 
for peace, it. Cruelties in the Roman territories, 590. Cut off 
by Palentinian* 624. 



games, whenre, 334 



Saturninus, Scxtus Jul. rev olts, 225. Defeated and put to death, 226. 
Saverne* where fited, 419. Rebuilt by Julian, it* 
Saul* a Gotbijh general, under Theodoftus, 659. 

Sauromaees driven from Iberia, 561. Reftored to one half of it, 563. 
Saxons repulfed by Theodefius, 524. By Scverus* 528, & feq, 
Scandinavia* the original country of the Lombards, 597. 

Scarlet* a fine dye among the Perfians* 206. 
SchiJ mattes fupprefled by Conjlantine, 324. 

Scots irruption on the Romans, 435. Invade North Britain* 614. 
Scudilo lent to fetch Gal/us into Italy, 404. Works his fall, 405. 

Scutari i among the Romans* what, 512* 
Scyri defeated by Hheodofms, 6c6. 

Scythians invade the Romans ^ 49. Driven back by ftorms, ib. In 

vadc Afta, 167. 
Scythopolis made the metropolis of Paleftina Secivulu* 560. 

§ea overflows in G allien a s's ui^n, 183. 

Sebajlian* general of Julian^ perfc.utcs the chriftuns, 480. ^ The 
orthodox, 526. Supplies Jovian with prjvilions, 5^4. fen a- 
gainlt the Goths* 579. Succeis againit them, 5'j'o. 

Seius Cams put to death by Heliogahalus* 100. 

Selencia fubdued by Severus* 56. By Cant:* 231. The fa.noi s '.km t 
of, built, 375. 

^ X 2 Gannon 
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Semnon taken prifoner by Probus, 224. Relcafed by him, ib. 
Sempronius, a vile eunuch, made governor of Rome, 77. Revolt and 

death, 186. 

Senate's flattery to Commodus,i$. Fury again ft him after his death, 17. 
Acknowledges Pertinax, 21- And yulianus, 31. Profcribe him, 
41. Submiflion to Seuerus, 44. Hatred again ft Caracal/a, 88, 
Acknowledge Macrinus, ib* Refcntment againft Max'tmin, 134, 
& (S). Applied to for a new emperor, 217. Chufc Tacitus, 219. 
Rcftored by Conflantine, 315. Embafly to Theodofius for the altar 
of Vifiory, 642. Converted to chri ft ianity, 643. 

1 of women, inftituted by Heliogabalus, 99. 

Senators, forty-two put to death by Severus, 55. Forbid to live far 
from Rome, 423. How to be tried, 570. 

Scnecio y $ treachery to Conftantine, 329. 

Scniauchus murdered in Gaul, 508. 

Sens, the liege of, raifed, 416. 

Septimius's writings and character, 122, ( Q_}« 

Seraph, the terrple of, demolifhed by Ibeodojius, 646, & feq. 

*- the ftatue of, broken, ib. 

Screw, the celebrated lifter of Tbeodojius, 594. Married to Stilicbo, 
663. Plunders the ftatue of Cybele, ib. 

Seronicnus delivers up Cyzicus, 550. Put to death, 551. 

Sejjorian c i \ u r c h built by Conftantine, 318. 

Severa, tiie wife of tlu emperor Philip, 155. A good chriftian, 160. 

mother of Gratian divorced, 522. recalled by him, 570. 
Ssveriauus made governor of Macedon, 157. Recalled, 159. 

1 ■ ' — the fon of Severus, put to death, 328. 
■ defeated and killed by the Germans, 519. 

Srzerus, commendation of Pefi. Niger, 10. Accufed and acquitted, 
11. Sent into Illyrietim, 13. Funeral honours to Commodus, 17. 
To Pertinax, 27. Becomes fufpetfed, 33. His character, extract, 
and rife, 34. Proclaimed emperor by his troops, 39. Profcribed 
by the fenate, ib. Refufcs the copartnerfhip with Julianus, 40. 
Acknowledged by all, 41. Reception of the hundred fenators, 42. 
Difhuiijs the prarorian guards, ib. Entry into Rome, 43. Speech 
to the fttiatc, ib. & feq. Chufes a new prastorian guard, 44. 
Marches again ft Pefc. Niger, 45. Defeats and kills hirn, 46, &c 
feq. Cruelty to ail his friends, 48. Treachery to Minus, 
Dumned piece of withcraft, ib, Marches agatnfl him, 52. Cru- 
chy to him and his relations, 54, Threatening letter to the fe- 
nate, Ciuclty to them and others, 55. Marches againft the 
Ptirtbians, ib. St feq, Succcfs againft them, 56. Baffled before 
Atra, 57. Expedition \1\10 Sy in, Egypt, Sic. 58. Ed idl againft 
live clirilt :..n:; and "jrws, ib. Rr.tiuhty to Plautianus, 59, & feq. 
i-Uurnis fuihlty aaul'o-, b2. Severity, ciucky, and parlimony, 
k icq. Kxpedu:-n ai;.it ri.e I? '/'.//», 04. Famous wall 

thrrc 
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there defcrlbed, it. & feq. Taken ill at Yort y 66. Behaviour 
the parricide Catacalla, 67. Severity to his accomplices, it* Laft 
legacy and works, it. Death and funeral honours, 68, & feq, 
Sever us, one of Alexander's counfellors, J 03. 

chofen Cafar, 257. Why preferred to Conftantine, 283* 
His extract and character, it. & feq. Share of the government, 
285. Extortions in Italy , 288. Sent againft Afaxenfius, 291. 
Chofen conful, it. Defcrted by his troops, it. Iinprifonment and 

death, it. & feq. 

fucceeds Marcellus in Gaul, 416. 

ftands candidate for the empire, 521. Goes into Germany^ 

526. Succefs there, 528, & feq. 

Acilius 's writings and character, 587, fub not. 
Sextus Condi anus put to death by C:mmodus, 7. 
Sibyl books opened, 183* Anfwer to Maxentius, 313. 
Si cilia in Qermany, where, Ii6« 

Sicily infeited with banditti, 183. Submits to Cotijl antius * 391. 
Simplicius banifhed, 429. 

- vicar of Rome, his cruelties there, 539. Put to death, 

57°' 

Singara taken by Sapor, 434. Demolilhed, it. Yielded to the 

Perfians, 502. 
Singarus, the famous battle of, 376, & feq. 

Simula carries off part of Julian '3 forces, 435, & feq. Brings them 

back to him, 438. 

Sirmium, burnt with lightning, 546. 

Slaves their manumiffion facilitated by Conflantine 9 331. 

Smoke, the felling of, at Rome, what, 108. Its puniihment, 109. 

Soemis, the mother of Heliogatalus, 92, & feq. Her bravery, 94. 
Vile character, 96. Made prelident of a petticoat fenate, 99. Mur- 
dered, 10 1. 

Solicinium* where fituate, 526. 
1 the battle of, it. 

Sopater's writings and character, 369, fub not. Put to death, 

370, not. 

Sop bene yielded to the Romans, 251. Where fited, it. 

Sophia, St. the church of, built by Conjlantine, 449. By whom 

burnt, 641- 

Sobhronia yielded to Maxnitius, 304. Kills hcrfelf, 3^5. 



ophronia yielded to Maxnitius, 304. K 
ofia, the metropolis of Xew Dacia, 211. 



Sofia, the metropolis of ±\ew Dacta, 21 
Spain, invaded by the Franks, 189. S 
Spalatro, the palace or, dcfciibed, 2<:8. 



Submits to Coujiantlus* 391 



Sparta burnt by the Heruli, 191 
Spartianus's writings and character, 262, not. 
Stabttli prafeftits, his office, 510. 
Star, biasing airv.r, be Ion fa lent ini art's death, 545. 

* % Statu 
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Statues* heathen, demolished in Egypt* 6^j* 

Stilubo's revenge on the Baflarrsee* 651. Commands the Romans a- 

gaintt Eugenius* 659. Plunders Jupiter** temple, 663. 
Strafburg the battle of, 420, & feq. 
5./ /; urban tea pr ovine i& , wh at, 361. 

/fatw, the pafs oF, taken by Julian* 444. 
Suevians invade Rhatia* 418. 

Sulpitionus* Flav. brings up Pertinax's (on* 22. Sent to quell the 
pne o itii troops, 26* His bafenefs to them, 28. 
ihangely darkened in Gallienus f s time, 183. 
the famous temple of, confecrated, 210. 
Sunday* work forbid on, 333, it feq. 
Suomar 'tus fues for peace to Julian* 426. 
Sureta's notitia* when firft publiflied, 669, 670, fub not. 

taken by Conftantinc* 311. 
S)agrus's efcape and difgrace, 527. 

anus joins with Gordian* 133. 
SJjanus occafions a revolt in Gaul* 176. Put to death, /£. 
Sylvan us goes over to Conflantius* 387. Betrayed by Arbetio* 408. 
7'akts the purple upon him, 409. Acquitted, ib. Murdered, 410. 
His character, ib. 
Syrnmachtts intercedes for the Cafareans* 535. Anfwer to Theodoftus* 
539. Sent to obtain the liberty of pagan worfhip, 607. Repulfed, 
ib. Buniihed by Theodoftus* 642. Recalled and promoted by him, 
ib. Sent by the heathens to Valentinian* 651. His writings and 
character, 667, (M). Extract and rife, ib. 
Syria threatened by the Perftans* 105, 109. Ravaged by Sapor* 
177. By famine and peftilence, 348. Under Theodoftus* 620. 

T. 

TAcitus chofen emperor by the fenate, 219- His refpe& to the 
hiftorian, 220. His charafler, laws, tfc. ib. Marches againft 
the barbarians, 221. His death, $ b. 
Taifoles ravage Sarmatia* 425. Driven out by Athanaric* 576. 

Join with the Greuthongi* ib. 
Tamfapor treats for peace with the Ro?nans* 418, 423. 
Tarragona taken and deftroyed by the Franks* 189. 
Tarfus taken and plundered by Sapor* 177, Defigned for Julian's 

abode, 476. But is the place of his burial, 488, 504. 
Tatianus accufeJ by Rufmus* 655. Banifhcd, ib. 
Taurinus chofen emperor, 105. Flees, and drowns himfelf, ib. 
Taurus banifhed by Julian* 469. 
Taufius ifaoots Pertivax* 27. 

Taxes* Conjianiine^ regulations concerning, 333. 

Temples* pagan, fupprcfibJ by Gratian* 606. J r oifaken under The- 

odofius* 643, 644. 

Tercntius 
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Terentius fent into Iberia, 562. 
Tervinga war againft the Vandals, 240. 

Tetricus declared emperor in Gait I, 191. Sacrifices his army to M m 
jturelius, 207. Led in triumph by him, ib. Promoted, 208. 

his fon promoted by Aurelian, ib* His houfe defcribed, 209, 
Tkalajfus's pride aggravates Gallus, 399. 
Tbebais, deftroyed by Dioclejian, 248. 

Themijlius the philofopher raifed by Conjlantius, 408. His flattery to 
him, ib m Sent with a golden crown to him, 417. His reward and 
gratitude, ibm Sent embaffador to Gratian, 572. His woithlcfs 
Ipeech before the fenate, ibm Embaffy to Tbeodofius from the Con- 
Jlantinopolitans, 598 . Fifteenth oration addreffed to him, 604. 
£xtra£t, writings, and character, 670, not. 

Theocritus, a worthlefs Have, made captain of Caraca/Ia's guards, 77. 
Defeated in Armenia, 81. 

Theodora married to Conftantius, 241, 276. 

Theodore? % cenfure on Porphyry, 270, not. Character of Julian^ 
487. 

Theodorus put to death for magic and treafon, 564. 
Theodofwlus put to death by Valens, 567. Not the fame with the great 
Theodofius, 571. 

Theodcfius fent into Britain, 524. Succefs there, ib. In Maurita- 
nia, > 535» & fcq. Outwitted by Firmus 9 536, & feq. Succefs 
againit him, 537. Triumphs over him, 538. Unjuftly put to 
death by Gratian, 571. Honours conferred upon him after his 

death, ib. &c. 

his fon's bravery againft the Sarmatians, 541. Retires into 
Spain, 572. Sent for back by Gratian, 591. Succefs againft the 
Sarmatians^ ib. Raifed to the imperial dignity, 593. Singular 
modefty and valour, ib. Extract, rife, &c, ib. & feq. Why cal- 
led Theodofius, 594. Addreffed to by feveral cities, 598. Succefs 
againft the Goths, 599. In Thrace, ib. Sicknefs, uaptifm, and 
recovery, 6co. Zeal for orthodoxy, 601. Wholefome laws, ibm 
Victory over the Goths, 603. Honours to Athanaric highly pleaf- 

ing to them, 604. Summons an cecumen. council, 605. Succefs 
againft the Goths, ib. Subdues and fettles them, 607. Allies with 
the revolteu 1 Muximui, 618. Succefs agiunfi: the Sarucens, ib. Great 
fway over Valentin ia nil. 619. Severe laws againft idolatry, 620. A- 
gaintt incelruous marriages, 622. Againft heretics, 623. Againft 
Jews, ib. Sends plentiful fupplics of corn to Rome, 626. Cle- 
mency to the confpirators, ib. Succefs againft the Greutbo/igi, 
627. Clemency to them, 628. Marries Galla, ib. A noble 
wnll of his, 629. Infut ted by the /Iniiochians, ib. Severity to that 
ungrateful city, 630. Yet mitigated by him, 631. Forgives them 
wholly at length, 636. His letter to them, ib. ic feu. (Joes to 
fuccour V*Untinian % 637. JVLichc* Anixinu^ 6j(>. Suc- 

ceis 
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cefs again (I him, 639. Clemency to his adherers, 640. To his 
family, ib. To Valentinian, 641. To the Arians, ib. Laws a- 
gainft heretics, 642. Entry into Rome, 643. Proves the means 
of converting that city, ib. Clemency to the pagans of Alexandria* 
646. JDemoIifhes idolatry there and in Egypt* ib. $c feq. His fil- 
ver ftatue reared, 648- Laws againft apoftates and heretics, ibid. 
Marches againft the barbarians, 649. Makes dreadful havock of 
them, 650. In great danger from them, ib. Laws againft extor- 
tion, 655. Againft the Lycians, ib. Marches againft Eugenius, 
657. Frefh laws againft heretics, &c. ib. Forces the Alps, 659. 
Defeats Eugenius, 660, & feq. Suppofad by a miracle, ib* Cle- 
mency to the revolted, 661. To Eugenius's family, 662. Di- 
vides the empire between Arcadius and Honorius, 664. His 
death, obfequies, and character, ib. Sc feq. Maffacre of the 
Tbejfalonians, 665. Repentance for it, 666- 
Tbeodo/sus, his fquare and column finiftied at Conjlantinople, 658. 
Trieodotus defeats Mmilianus, 1 86. Why not promoted, ib. & feq. 

forgiven and carefled by Julian, 473. 
Theognes the Arian baniihed, 341. Recalled, 345. 
Tbeon 9 s writings and character, 673, not. 

Theophilus governor of Syria murdered by G alius 9 s treachery, 401. 

bifhop of Alexandria exafperates the heathen, 645, & feq. 
Tbeotecbnes a magician put to death, 327. 
Thermantia, the celebrated daughter of Honor 7 us , 594. 
Thermopyla, the frraights of, guarded againft the Goths, 184. 
Tbervingi driven out by the Hunns, 574. Fall foul upon the Romans, 
576. 

Thefmantia, the celebrated mother of Tbeodojtus, 593. 

Thejfalonica befieged by the Goths, 183- 

Tbejfalonians ^ 7000 maflacred by Tbeodojius, 666. 

Thrace ravaged by the Goths y 163, 184, 57^. Abandoned to them, 

57 8. Dcfhoyed by the JL^uadi, 590. freed by Tbeodojius, 599. 
Thrapbulus forctels Alexander what death he fhould die, 115. 
Tbujcus and Arbian. their treafon forgiven, 91. 
Thyfdrus, where iituate, 132. Gordianus proclaimed at, ib* 
Tiber lays Rome under water, 546. Reckoned ominous ib. 
Tiberias burnt by G 'alius , 392. 
Tiberius, an obfeure ufurpcr of the empire, 351. 
Timafius fent general againlt Maximus, 638. Commands the Romans 

againft Eugenius y 659. 
Timolaus the Ion of Odenatus, 190. Reigns jointly with his brothers, 

jgo, 201. His death, 190. 
Tirgitanum taken by Tbeodojius, 537. 
7ir/daUs reftortd to the Armenian crown, go. 

Tittanus's infuiting mcfljge to Cohjlaniius^ 387* His heart breaks 
With taat prince's kimineft, 396. 

Toxandria, 
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Toxandria, where (ited, 425* & feq. 

Trajan, the Ton of Decius, 1 61 . His death, 165. 

general of VaUns % defeats the Per/tans* 563. Murders the 
king of Armenia , 568- Sent againft the Goths in 5f "brace* 578. De- 
feated by them, it. Degraded, 579. Noble fpeech to VaUns, 580. 
Death 582* 

■ the caftleof, repaired by 'Julian, 422. 

the canal of, cleanfed by Julian, 483. 

Trapefus taken by the Scythians, 172. 

Trea/on, men of quality when guilty of, how their eftates were difpofed 

of, 601. The laws againft, mitigated, 657. 
Trebellianus Ann. his revolt and death, 188. 

Treves rebuilt by Conftantine* 298. Stands up for Conjiantius, 301. 

Triarius (lain at Ar*entaria, 588. 

Tripoli's j whence fo called, 516. 

Tripoli tana Libya harrafTcd by the Ajlurians, 550. 

Troies, Troyes, icpeopled by the Fran /a, 247. 

Tubufuptius, the battle of, 536. 

Turdulus Gallicanus\ writings and character, 229, (A). 
Turin opens her gates to Conjlantinc, 311. * 
Turinus, Vetr. put to a new kind of cicath for extortion, 109. 
Tyana betrayed by Heraclammon, 2ca. Why I pared by Aurelian, it*. 

Made the metropolis of Cappadocia Sst.unda, 560. 
Tyndenfes defeated by Thcodcfius, 536. 

Tyre declaies for Severus, 47. Taken and put to the fword, ib. 

V. 

XT Ado ma rinses treachery to Julian puniihed, 442. Sent againft 
v Procopius, 550. 

Valens, Pinar. chofen commander of the guards, 140. 

lent againft Macrianus, 182. Takes the purple upon him, si. 

Murdeied, ib. 

cieated Cafar, 329. Depofed, 330. 

brother of Valeminian, where l»otn, 51 1. Promoted by him, 
514. Chofen his collegue, ib. His ihare of the empire, 515. 
Croes into Syria, 548. Sends foiccs to oppofe Procopins, 541 . 
Baffled before Chalcedon, 550. Succeft again it PvvcnfAus, 551, & 
feq. Againft Marcdlui, 55.;. Severity to the revolu-rs, ib* Rtp- 
ti/.Lil into Ariouifm, 555. baeceis againft the Goths, 556. lVace 
will* them, 558. CiueUy to the otthodox, 559. Sciuis forces a- 
gunft Sapor, 5O2. Severity againft philoiopheih, bV. 565. Againft 
tiie Throdojians, 5O7. Againft Paras, 50?. Peace with Pvrfitt, 
569. Settles the cV*/Z>j in Thrace* 574, & feq. Alla-dted by them, 
576- Oft crs a new peace to Sapor, 578. Matches utmiiift iJie 
Goths, 579. Debated and killed, 5S2. His character, 584. Kaul 

jealoufy of Gratiun, 589. 
Vaicntia, a new province m Hr'.i&w- 524* 

Vol. XV, *V T'JtnthS* 
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Valentine** revolt fupprefied, 524. 

Valentinian cafbiercd by Bartetio, 419. Narrow efcape, 508. Chofen 
emperor, 510. His extract, rife, tfc. it. & feq. Zeal for Chriftia- 
nity, 512. IJJ ufcd on that account, it. Proclaimed, 513. Intre- 
pid iVeecb to the foldiers, it. Divides the empire with Salens , 515. 
ouccefs againft the Germans, 520, & feq. Creates his Ton emperor, 
522. Whether guilty of bigamy, it. & feq. Betrays his cruel 
temper, 525. Enadfe fome excellent laws, it. Succefs againft the 
Jwmanns, 526. Countenances Afaximin's cruelties, 530, tc feq. 
Favours the pagans, 532. Vain attempt againft the Alemanns, it. 
Seventy to Hymecius, Sec. 533. Marches againft the Germans, 

539- Peace with Macrianus, 541. Marches into Illyricum, 542. 
Ravages the Jjhiadi, 545. Harfhnefs to their em ballad ors, it. Sud- 
den death, it. Omens forerunning it, it. Buried by Thcodoftus^ 
5' 6- His character, it. & feq. 

tribune racked by Conftantius, 428. 
Galata born, 554. His death, 560. 

II. chofen emperor, 569. Governed by his mother, 619 



Dei eats the Sarmatians, 624. Kebuilds St. Paufs church at Rome 9 
628. Invaded by Maximus, 637. Perfuaded to renounce Arian'tfm, 
it. Succoured by Tbeodo/ius, 638. Reftored by him, 641. Re- 
jects the requeftsof the heathens, 651. Defires to be baptized by 
St. Ambrofe, it. Murdered, itid. His character, obfequies, &c. 

653- 

Valeria, the wife of Galerius, ill treated by Maximin, 303. Her 

wandering flight and death, 328* 
Valeria Severa, the wife of Valentinian, 511. Her off-fpring by 
him, it. 

NeivPannonia, whence fo called, 243. 
Valeriana*, one of Niger's generals, defeated, 47. 

— ■ Petus put to death by Heliogabalus, 1 00. 

■ chofen cenfor, 164. Sent againft Mmilianus, 167. Pro- 
claimed emperor, 168. His character, rife, Z$c. 169. Raifes the 
eighth perfecution, 171. Marches againft the Per/tans, 172. 
Taken prifoncr by Sapor, 173. Cruel treatment and death, it. 

mafter of the horfe, /lain, 582. 



Valerias Catal. fcnt againft Scveras, 39. Sides with him, it* 

Flaccu*, refcued by Probus, J72. 
Vandals rcpujfed by Aurelian, 200. 

Varranes fucs 10 Probus, for peace, 225. Succefs againft the Segetani, 

230. Defeated by Carus, 231. Reftorcs his conqucfts to Diode- 

jian, 237. 

Vi'iean cnurch built by Conftantine. 3:8- 
Vutterianus, killed by the Heruli, iqi. 
ftwus Calva, her temple at AquiUla, J43. 

Verona 
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ferona taken by Con/tantine, 312. 

Verronianus's extract and character, 499, Made his fon's collegue, ib. 
His death, ib. 

the fon of Jovian* 499* 
V tfpronius Candid, fent againit Severus* 39. Confirms him in the 

empire, ib. Defeats Niger* 46. 
Ve/ia* the terpple of, burnt, 14. 

^he fire of, carried to the temple of Eteagabalus* 99. 
Veftals* feveral executed by Caracalla* 76. Supprefled by Gratian*, 
606. 

Veteran*?* revolt in Pannonia* 382* Deputation to Conjlantius* 384* 

Outwitted by him, 385. His pious end, ib. 
Vhabalat* the fon of Odenatus* 190* His joint reign, ib. & 20 1. 

Spared by Aurelian, 208. Made king of Armenia * ib. 
Vicars , among the Romans * their office, 361- 
Victims* human, pra&ifed by Severus* 51. By Heticgabalus* 99. 
Vi H abates * who, 349. Receive the Sarmntians, ib. 
Vi&or. Aurel. made governor of Pannonia Secunda* 444. His writ- 
ings and character, 4529 fub not.* 
, made general of Jutian's foot, 476. Sent to make peace with 

Perfia* 577. His advice at the battle of Adrianopie rejected, 581. 
Bravery and death, 582. 

efon of Maximus, made his collcgue, 612. Put to death 

Theodoftus* 640. 

he younger, his writings and character, 6699 not. 

Vi&orina*$ great fway in Gaul % 191. 

VicJerianus declared partner by Pojihumius* 188. His motley cha- 
racter, ib. Murdered by his men, 190,191. 

Vittory* the temple of, demoliihed, 374. 

the altar of, deftroyed by Gratian* 606. 

Vindelicii quelled by Aurelian y 211- 

Vindanius** writings and character, 452, not. 
Virgins facred protected by Jovian* 507. 

Vifimar killed by the Goths* 349. 
Vitalianus put to death by Gordianus* 133. 

Vithicabius aflfaflinated, 523. 
Vithimir killed by the Hunns* 574. 

Ulpbitasy a Gothijh biftiop, corrupts them with Arianifm % 574. 
Ulpianus* Dom. made counfellor to Papianus^ 62. To Alexander^ 

103. Murdered by the prsetorian guards, 105. 
Ulpius Marccltus's fuccefs in North Britasn 9 5. Ill requited by Com- 

modus* ib. 

... Julianus's timely advice to Macrinus* 84. Sent againft 

Heliogabaha* 93. His head fent to Macrinus* ib. 

Vologefes wars agtftuft Sever us* 55, & fc* with him, 56. 

' 4 Y 2 VoluCtcmut 
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Volufianus declared Cafar* 166. His various names, ib. Death, 
167. 

Vopifcus's writings and chara&er, 262, nor. 

Ur* where fituatc, 504. 
Uranus' s revolt and defeat, 105. 
Urfacius difobliges the Germans into a revolt, 51 S\. 
Urjicinus oppofes Gallus's mifcondn&, 403, & fcq. Goes to Milan* 
404. Narrowly efcapcs death, 407. Sent again ft Sylvanus* 410. 
Treacheroufly murders him, ib. & feq. Stripped of his power, 412. 
Reftored and fent into the eaft, 418* Betrayed by Eufebius* 430* 
Gallant behaviour there, ib. & feq. Tried and dtfgraced, 433. 
■ a German king, fubmits to Julian* 428. 

Urfula ungratefully put to death by Julian* 468. 

the martyr, and her 11,000 virgins, die ftory of, exploded,]6 15. 
Urfus ordered to aflift the African clergy, 324. 
Vulcatius Terentius's writings and character, 154, not. 262, not, 

W. 

"yxjldcws forbid to marry during the year, 601. 
» * Pfool rains down in Artois* 525. 

V Jpbilfo's abridgment of Dio Cojfius imperfect, I26> not* His cha- 

rafter, ib. 

Z. 

*y Abaehe* the fea of, where, 573, 
^Zabas defeated by the Romans* 203. 

Zaithe* or Zantha* Gordian buried at, 152. His tomb at, 481* 
Zamma murdered by his brother, 534. 

Zenobia, the wife of Gdcnatus^ 178. Made queen, 179. With the 
title of Augufla* 187. Whether acceflary to her hufband's death, 
190. Her reign* & feq. Conquers Egypt* 197. Her pedi- 
giee, learning, and bravery, 201. Noble exploits, 202. De- 
feated by Aurelian* 203. Brave defence of Palmyra* 204. Letter 
to Aurelian* ib. Purfucd and taken in her flight, 205. Led in 
triumph under a huge weight of jewels, 207. Her retirement and 
death, 208. 

Zenobius* bifhop, whether defcended from queen Ztnelie* 208. 

Zen us' a fuccefs again i\ Alexander* 304. 
Zizais made king of Sarmatia* 425. 

Zonaras\ abridgment of Dio Cajfzus* 126, not. Account of Macri- 

auus's ufurpacion, J 8 1. 

Znfimus* an enemy to the chriftians, 157. His hiftory truncated, 
261. Partiality againft Conjlantine the Great* 357. Ccnfured and 
confute*!, 358. Againll Theodojius* 599. 

Zj/Awj, Heuorabalus\ bcaftly hufband, 97. 



End of the Fifteenth Fclumt. 



